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Preface 


astering school subjects is hard work. Understanding the Fundamental Counting Principle 
M or knowing what a polis was or what a nuclease does are not things that just happen — 
acquiring this knowledge requires effort. One tool for acquiring and retaining knowledge is a 
good dictionary, which will explain all the important words and phrases used in school subjects. 
The Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary does that, and more. 

This book includes the important vocabulary for twenty different content areas, from al- 
gebra to world history. The subject vocabulary defined in this book is taken from state standards 
and standardized tests. We have also included vocabulary from the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) subject area assessments. 

In addition, the Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary includes the words from the Aca- 
demic Word List: 570 words and their derivatives, or word families, that are used frequently in 
academic texts. Words in the Academic Word List — like authority, method, and significant — are 
not specific to one subject; they are used across many different subject areas. (See page ix for 
a full list of the content areas covered in this dictionary and more information about the Aca- 
demic Word List.) 

You should not have to work hard to understand the explanations given in a dictionary. 
That is why the definitions in the Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary are written using the 
Cambridge Defining Vocabulary, a list of about 2,500 very common words that students already 
know. The Cambridge Defining Vocabulary was developed using the American English portions 
of the Cambridge International Corpus, a database of more than 1 billion words of written and 
spoken English. 

The corpus was also used to help editors decide which words and phrases to include in 
the dictionary, which meanings to define, and what examples should be included. This means 
that the entries in this dictionary show how English is really used by writers and speakers of 
American and Canadian English today. 

There are many more features in the Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary that you will 
find helpful, especially in your writing. The following pages — Finding your way around the 
dictionary — describe how to use them. We hope you will agree that they make this the most 
useful dictionary available for students, one that will prepare you for success in high school and 
beyond. 


Paul Heacock 
Commissioning Editor 
August 2008 
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Academic content 


Subject area words and meanings 


Words and meanings in this dictionary are labeled if they are used in particular academic 
subjects. Be sure to look at all the guidewords for a particular word when you are looking 
for subject-area meanings. Some words have different meanings that are used in different 
subjects — for example, altitude has one meaning (HEIGHT) that is used in earth science and 
another meaning (LINE) that is used in geometry. Sometimes, a single meaning of a word 
will have uses in two different subjects, such as assymetry, which is used in both geometry 
and art. 
The subject areas that are covered in this dictionary are: 


algebra music 

art physics 

biology politics & government 
chemistry science 

earth science social studies 

English trigonometry 
geometry US history 

grammar world history 
literature writing 


mathematics 


General academic words 


There are hundreds of words that are used more often in academic writing than they are 
used in other types of written material. Research by Averil Coxhead has identified these words 
as the Academic Word List. Words that are part of the Academic Word List are marked with 
an @ in this book. You can find out more about the Academic Word List at http:// 
language.massey.ac.nz/staff/awl/awlinfo.shtml. 


Finding your way around the dictionary 


How do | find the word I’m looking for? 


Ceultureo Way oF OF LIFE)/‘kal-tfar/ n [C/U] so- 
eras die ay-ofife of a particular people, 
_ -—€sp. as shown in their ordinary behavior and hab- 
> its, their attitudes toward each other, and their 
moral and religious beliefs o [U] He studied the cul- 

ture of the Sioux Indians. 


culturab® /'kal-tfa-ral/ adj relating to the way 


of life of a country or a group of people © The coun- 
pate try has_a sich cultural heritage. 
=Culturall)@ /'kal-tje-re'li/ adv 


The first meaning of a word 

is shown with a bold green 

headword. If there is more than 
one meaning, the headword 

is followed by a guideword. 


Words that are closely 
related to the headword 
are grouped with it. 


cross-purposes /'krs:'sp3r-pa-saz/ p/n if two 


ey have different 
intentions © They’re talking at cross-purposes with- 
out realizing it. 


Common phrases in which a 
word is used are shown in bold. 


Idioms follow the main 
meanings of the word. They 
are listed separately at the first 
important word in the idiom. 


IDIOM with crying 


ea eying ‘sham®a great misfortune © It’s a crying 


ew mothers have to go back to work 
after six weeks. 


PHRASAL VERB with cut 


ecut across something>to include several things 
tha usualiy-are-separated from each other © Iron 


Phrasal verbs follow all the 
other uses of a word. 


deficiency in women cuts across all socioeconomic 
levels. 


ponsibilities will include sorting the mail 


Compound words —- two or 
and making appointments. 


more words used together to 
make a word — have their own May trip)n [C] a visit to a place in which you 
entries, in alphabetical order. retu ome or to your hotel on the same day 
day-tripper n [C] © A lot of the people on the 
beach are day-trippers. 


How do | find content-area and academic words? 


§ genus /'d3i:-nas/ n[C] pi xbiologyy group 
> of animals or pla at share some Characteristics 


practarger biological group 


Content labels appear just 
before the meaning that 
applies to that subject. 


dc ifn ocial studies 


: d 1:75: 
the study of the features and systems 0 
surface, including continents, mountains, seas, 
weather, and plant life, and of the ways in which 
countries and people organize life within an area 


Words that are more common in 
academic writing than in other 
types of writing and that are used 
across many different subject 
areas are marked with an @). 


hierarck /‘har-a,rar-ki, ‘hat ,rar-/ n [C] so- 
cial studies a system in which people or things are 
put at various levels or ranks according to their 
importance © He rapidly rose in the corporate 
hierarchy. 


What does the word mean? 


highlight @cEMPHASIZEY'har-lart/ v [T] to at- 

tract attention to or emphasize something impor- 

SO The report highlights the need for increased 
funding. 


When a word has more than 
one main meaning, each 
meaning has a green-shaded 
GUIDEWORD. Guidewords 
are a fast way of finding the 
meaning you are looking for. 


BEST PART /‘har-latt/ n [C] the best, most impor- 
ant, oF most interesting part O The highlight of our 
trip to New York was going to the top of the Empire 

) State Building. 

XC BRIGHT AREA)Y'har-lait/ n [C usually pl] a bright or 
ighter-colored area on the surface of something, 
esp. on a painting 


ouse © a brick/clapboard house © my/your/ 
g ndma’s-house(2)A house can also be a building 
whr animals-aré-kept-a-dog-house(3) A house 
(also household) can also be all the people living 
in a house: Try not to wake the whole house when 
you come in! 


Smaller differences in meaning 
are shown by separate 
numbered definitions. 


Definitions are written using the 
Cambridge Defining Vocabulary, a 
list of about 2,500 very common 
words that students already know. 


horsepower /‘ho:r spav-ar/ n [C/U] pl! horse- 

) power/a unit for measuring the power of an en- 

7 (gine [C] a 170-horsepower engine 

§ horseradish /‘ho:rs raed-1/ n [U]/ plant wit 
ia long, white root that has a strong taste 


horseshoe /‘ho:rs- fu:/ n [C] a U-shaped metal 
abject that is attached to the bottom of a horse’s 
HOOF X= foot) to protect it 


A word in the definition 
that is not in the Cambridge 
Defining Vocabulary is printed 
in SMALL CAPITALS and has its 
own entry in the dictionary. 


xi 


How do | pronounce the word? 


Pronunciations of a word are 
shown after the headword. These 
are written using the International 
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). For more 
information, see page xviii. A 
pronunciation guide appears at the 
bottom of the dictionary pages. 


If more than one pronunciation 
or stress pattern is common, 
a variant is given. 


How ts the word used? 


The part of speech is shown =e ; 
with an italic abbreviation. 


| gallows /‘gz!-ouz/ n 


Plural forms, verb forms, 
and comparatives and 
superlatives are shown if they 
do not obey the usual rules 
for changing word endings. 


The grammar of a word is shown 
in square brackets. When the 
grammar information is given 

after the part of speech, it relates 

to all meanings in that entry. 


When the grammar information 
is given before a definition 

or example, it relates only to 

that meaning or example. 


Labels in italics show when a 
word or meaning expresses a 

particular attitude or may not be 
acceptable in certain situations. 


influence /'in flu:-or 


igalore /ga'ls:r, -‘lour/ adid 


A alc 


§ kinda /‘kain-da/ adv [not 


ICOM REPRESENTATION /‘ai-kan/»n [C] a famous 
+—persor Or thing that represents something of im- 


portance © The US Capitol building is an American 


a' 


adj © Scenes of Parisians dancing 
in the streets remain iconic images from World War 


II. 
uthern also tn'flu:-Dv 
ge their-be 


WJ 
or to cause 


O Cause someone to 
the way they think about something, 


gallop /'gzel-apf v}I/T] (of a horse) to run fast so 
that all fourféet come off the ground together in 


each aet of forward movement 
gatlop /‘gel: C] © The horse suddenly broke 
into_a-gaflop. 


galloping /‘gzl-a-pm (ad}) [not gradable] in- 
easing or developing at a Very fast and often un- 
controllable rate © galloping inflation 


a raised, 
Ne past, for hang- 


wooden structure 
ing criminals as a punishment 


ing and 


=. 


D [not 
gradable] in great amounts or numbers 0 Down 
South you get bisedits and gravy and fried foods 
galore. 


€S /ga'laf-az/ pi n large, waterproof 
shoes, usually made of rubber, for wearing over 
ordinary shoes esp. during snowy weather 


| galvanize /gal-ya. to cause some- 
one to suddenly take action, ésp. by shocking or 


exciting them in some way © Why not use the me- 
dia to galvanize the community into action? 


gamble /'gzm-bal/ v 1 to risk losing money in 

the hope of winning a lot more money, esp. if t 
result of a future event happens as yo rope) 
bling at the slot machines 


He gambled away most of 
e is also to do something 


rk h_ doing although it might 
not succeed or you might Tos <{+ that 


clause}) We're gambling that enough people wi 
show up at the concert to cover our expenses. 


(spelled the wa Often spoken) kind of 


person who belongs 
to the part of the armed forces that gives medical 
help to soldiers 


xii 


IDIOMS with matter 


ea matter of something only; just O In a matter of 
seconds, the building was in flames. USAGE: Used 
to emphasize that an amount is small. 


Usage notes give more information 
about how a word is used. 


-CONFUSABLES } ©— 
advice or advise? 


Be careful not to confuse the noun advice with 
the verb advise. 
I advise you to see a lawyer. 


tadvice-youtte-see-ctawyer. 


| Note boxes give useful information 
to help you avoid mistakes when 


you speak and write English. 


A common alternative to “medicine” is drug. 
Scientists have developed a new drug for 
treating breast cancer. 
Medication is a medicine or set of medicines 
for a particular illness or condition. 
He’s currently on medication for his heart. 
A small solid piece of medicine is a pill or tablet. 
He takes a sleeping pill at night. 
Do you take any vitamin tablets? 
Ointment is medicine in the form of a cream 
that you rub into your skin. 
Apply the ointment to the sore area. 
Drops are a type of medicine that you put into 
your eyes, ears, Or nose in small drops. 
These eye drops should clear up the infection. 


Word Choices boxes offer 
other words to use in writing 
and explain the differences 

among these related words. 


Word Family boxes show WORD FAMILY magic 
the different words related 


to a particular entry. 


Nouns magic Adjectives magical 
eee Veen Adverbs — magically 


Cross-references point to 
related words and information 
given at other entries. 


monastery /'man-a,ster-i/ n [C] a building or 
group of buildings in which MONKS (= = religious 


Words that are used in Canadian , 
or British English are shown d O RS fived in North America 
with the label Cdn or Br. 


Cdn, Br flavour 


ar way a substance, esp. food or drink, is rec- 
ognized from its taste and smell © [C] We sell 32 
different flavors of ice cream. © [U] This soup doesn’t 
have much flavor. © [U] (fig.) This brief description 
should give you a flavor of what the book is like (= 
show you the character of the book). 


Spellings that are used in 
Canadian or British English are 
shown following the main entry 
word with the label Cdn or Br. 


xiil 


Usage labels 


Usage labels are a guide that helps you decide if a term would be suitable in a particular 
situation. Most words in the English language can be used in any context. But some words will 
not be appropriate or will seem strange when used in a particular way or at a particular time. 
The following labels are used in this dictionary before definitions or examples to provide ad- 
ditional usage information. 


Words that are suitable for some people or in some situations 


fml (formal) terms used in specialized written English or in formal speech, but not in 
ordinary written or spoken English 


infml (informal) terms that can be used in speaking and writing to friends, but not in 
writing for school or work 


slang very informal terms used among friends, by people of the same age group, 
or by people who share a particular interest 


Words from the past 
oe ee. ee Ee ee es 


dated terms used more often before the 1970s 
old use terms used before the twentieth century 


: 


Words used among some groups 


ee ee ee ee 


law terms used by lawyers, judges, and people involved in legal matters 
er ee a ee a el 
medical terms used by doctors, nurses, and people talking about medical care 
trademark a product name or term that is owned by a company 


Words used only for women or only for men 


i ts | 
female terms applied only to females 
Se ee ee ee ee. |. De Pe tl 
male terms applied only to males 


XIV 


Words used in some places 


Br British English term 
Cdn Canadian English term 
regional terms used only in parts of the US 


Words that express an attitude 


approving terms that show a good opinion of someone or something 


disapproving terms that show a bad opinion of someone or something 


a child’s word terms that are suitable for use to or by children 


fig. (figurative) terms that are not used with their basic meaning but suggest part of that 
meaning 


humorous terms that are used to show an amused attitude toward something 


Shortened forms and special symbols 


abbreviation a shortened form of a word, or a shortened form of a phrase usually taken 
from the first letter of each word in the phrase 


contraction a combination of two words that leaves out one or more letters 
short form a word taken from the first or last part of a longer word 
symbol a sign that represents a word 


Qualifiers for other labels 


esp. (especially) a term that is particularly used this way or in this variety of English, but 
may be used in others 


often a term that is frequently used this way, but may be used in other ways 


usually a term that is almost always used in a particular way, although it can be 
used in other ways as well 


XV 


Grammar codes 


Grammar codes give additional information about how words with different parts of speech 
can be used. A grammar code is given at the beginning of each part of an entry. If more than 
one pattern is possible, examples are coded for the pattern being shown. 


Nouns 
C a COUNTABLE noun that can be used in both singular and plural forms 
C usually pl a countable noun usually used in its plural form 


C usually sing a countable noun usually used in its singular form 


U an UNCOUNTABLE noun that does not have a plural form, and cannot be 
used with the indefinite articles a or an 

C/U a noun that has both countable and uncountable uses 

pl a noun that is usually uncountable but is plural in a particular meaning, 


and takes the plural form of a verb 


| an INTRANSITIVE verb that does not have a direct object in the sentence 
identifying the person or thing being acted on 


T a TRANSITIVE verb that has a direct object in the sentence identifying the 
person or thing being acted on 


1/T a verb that can be intransitive or transitive 


always + adv/ a verb that can be transitive, intransitive, or both, but which must always 


prep be followed by an adverb or preposition 

ee lee 

M a phrasal verb that takes an object which can come before or after the 
adverb or preposition 

L a LINKING VERB that connects the subject of the sentence to an adjective or 
noun that describes it 

past part. a PAST PARTICIPLE form of a verb 

j ee Eat omens ib ere ee See N aaeeyens a 

past simp. a PAST SIMPLE form of a verb 

eet 

pres. part. a PRESENT PARTICIPLE form of a verb 

a 


Adjectives and Adverbs 


only after n an adjective used only after a noun 


-er/-est only an adjective that is used with -er to form a comparative and with -est to 
form a superlative but cannot be used with more and most 


not gradable an adjective or adverb that does not have a comparative or superlative 
form 


Complements 


These codes show that a verb, adjective, or noun is used in combination with particular types 
of words or phrases. 


+ that clause a clause beginning with that can immediately follow the word 


+ (that) clause a clause can immediately follow the word; it can begin with the word that 
but does not have to 


+ to infinitive a to infinitive immediately follows the word 


+ question word a question word — who, what, why, when, where, how, or whether — 
immediately follows the word 


Parts of speech 


adj (adjective) number 

adv (adverb) phrasal verb 
auxiliary verb pln (plural noun) 
comparative prefix 

conjunction prep (preposition) 
definite article pronoun 
exclamation suffix 

indefinite article superlative 

modal verb v (verb) 

n (noun) 


xvii 


Content Dictionary provides a guide t 
a word is pronounced, but does not impose a ” 
often varies from one region to another, just as 
goal for any speaker is to be understood, and the 
to help the student of English reach that point. 


Pronunciation symbois 


As is the case with any dictionary, 


Vowel symbols 


ze bat, hand 

a hot, barn 

a: aunt, tomato (variant pronunciations) 

ad = genre (variant pronunciation) 

ar bite, sky 

au house, now 

e bet, head 

er late, play 

I fit, bid 

I: feet, please 

i either /i:/ or /1/ 

9: saw, dog 

3: salon (variant pronunciation) 

a1 boy, join 

OU go, boat 

U put, good 

u: rude, boot 

A cut, love 

A Huh 

3 bird, fur (used only before /r/ in stressed 
syllables) 

2 sitter, alone 

Other symbols 


Stress mark placed before a syllable with 
the heaviest stress, as before the first 
syllable of business /'biz-nas/ 

Stress mark placed before a syllable with 
lighter stress, as before the last syllable of 
businesslike /'b1z-nas ,lark/ 

The raised dot separates syllables. 

The hyphen shows that only part of a 
variant pronunciation is given. 


The lists below show how the symbols of the International Phonetic Alphabet are used in this 
dictionary to indicate the pronunciation of an entry word. Next to each symbol are one or two 
English words in which a particular sound occurs. 
the pronunciation system used in the Cambridge Academic 
O pronunciation to help the user who does not know how 
correct” pronunciation. In the US, pronunciation 
pronunciations vary from person to person. The 


pronunciations in this dictionary are designed 


Consonant symbols 

b bid, job 

d_ do, lady 

dz; jump, bridge 

f foot, safe 

9 go, dog 

h home, behind 

hw which, where (many people say /w/ 


o 
=) 


NX Se SOO Ot 


instead of /hw/) 

yes, onion 

kiss, come 

look, pool 

little, metal (used in a syllable with no 
vowel sound) 

many, some 

hm (used in a syllable with no vowel 
sound) 

need, open 

hidden, cotton (used in a syllable with 
no vowel sound) 

sing, sink 

pen, hope 

road, card 

see, recent 

shoe, nation 

team, meet 

meeting, latter 

think, both 

this, father 

choose, rich 

Visit, save 

watch, away 

Chanukah (variant pronunciation) 
zoo, these 

beige, measure 


XViil 


Aa 


A LETTER, a /e1/ rn [C] p! A’s, a’s the first letter of 
the English alphabet 


MUSICAL NOTE /e1/ n [C/U] pi A’s, As music in 
Western music, the sixth note in the SCALE (= series 
of notes) that begins on the note C, or a set of 
notes based on this note 


MARK /ei/ n [C] p/ A’s, As a mark that means ex- 
cellent, given to something of the highest quality, 
esp. school work © The teacher gave me an A for my 
essay. 


a GENERAL THING /a, e1/, an indefinite article 1 
used before nouns to refer generally to someone 
or something that has not been mentioned before 
© This is a very mild cheese. 0 Can! have a banana, 
please? © There was a sudden loud noise. © Is he a 
friend of yours? © My birthday is on a Friday this year. 
2 You can also use “a” before some words express- 
ing an amount: a few days © a great number © a lot 
of money 

PARTICULAR THING /a, e1/, an indefinite article 1 
used before nouns to refer to someone or some- 
thing specific that has not been mentioned before 
© I’d love a soda. 2 “A” can be used to mean a 
work created by someone: Experts think that the 
painting may be a Picasso. 3 “A” can also be used 
to mean any person or thing of a specific type: A 
cheetah can run faster than a lion. © She wants to 
be a doctor when she grows up. 4 “A” in front of a 
name means you are referring to a particular per- 
son: Do you know a Julio Perez? 

ONE /o, e1/, an indefinite article one © a hundred/ 
million/dozen © a quarter of an hour 

EACH OR EVERY /92/ prep in or for each or every; PER 
© Take one tablet three times a day. © These shoes 
cost $30 a pair. 


abacus /‘zb-9-kas, 9'bak-as/ n[C] a frame that 
holds thin metal rods with balls that slide on them, 
used for counting, adding, and subtracting 


abandon @ /92'ben-dan/ v[T] to leave behind 
or run away from someone or something, or to 
give up something © Air attacks forced the villagers 
to abandon their homes. © The weather was so bad, 
we abandoned our plans for a picnic. 
abandoned @ /a'ben-dand/ adj © Shelters are 
full of abandoned pets. © The fire started in an aban- 
doned warehouse. 
abandonment © /a'bzen-dan-meant/ n [U] © 
Archeologists don’t know what could have caused a 
mass abandonment of the area. 


abate /oa'beit/ v [I/T] to become less strong, or 
to make something less strong © Our desire for con- 
sumer goods has not abated. 


abbey /‘eb-i/ n[C] a building for MONKS (= re- 
ligious men) or NUNS (= religious women) to live in 


abbreviation /9 bri:-vi:'er fan/ n [C] a short- 
ened form esp. of a word or phrase © UN is the 
abbreviation for the United Nations. © I.e. is an ab- 
breviation of a Latin phrase that means “that is.” 


abbreviate /a'bri:-vi: e1t/ v [T] to shorten a 
word or words, or to make something shorter © 
We had to abbreviate the names of the states. 
abbreviated /oa'bri:-vi: ,e1t-ad/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © An abbreviated version was published last 
year. 


ABCs / e1-bi:'si:z/ pI n infm! 1 the alphabet 2 The 
ABCs of something is basic information about it: / 
need a book that covers the ABCs of gardening. 


abdicate /‘zb-da,keit/ v [I/T] fm/ to give up a 
position as king, or to fail to take responsibility for 
something © [T] Edward VIII abdicated the British 
throne in 1936. © The administration has abdicated 
its leadership on this critical issue. 
abdication /,zb-da'ker-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] | 
think it’s an abdication of your responsibility if you 
don't vote. 


abdomen /‘zb-da-man/ n [C] the part of the 
body that contains the stomach, bowels, and 
other organs in a person or animal » Picture: in- 
sect; spider 
abdominal /zb'dam-an-*l, ab-/ adj [not grad- 
able] © This virus causes terrible abdominal pain. 


abduct /eb'dakt, ab-/ v [T] to take a person 
away by force © Kidnappers abducted the child from 
the playground. 
abduction /zb ‘dak: fan, ab-/ n [C/U] © [C] The 
abduction took place in front of several helpless 
witnesses. 


aberration /, zxb-a're1-Jan/ n [C] a change 
from what is typical or usual, esp. a temporary 
change © The drop in our school’s test scores was 
dismissed as an aberration. 


abet /a'bet/ v [T] -tt- to help or encourage a per- 
son or thing to do something, esp. something 
wrong or illegal © Shady lawyers abetted the com- 
pany’s officers in stealing the funds. 


abhor /ab'ho:r/ v [T] -rr- to hate something or 
someone © His opponent abhors the death penalty. 
abhorrent /ab‘ho:r- ant, -'har-/ adj © His attitude 
of superiority is abhorrent. 
abhorrence /ab'ho:r-ans, -'har-/ n[U] © She has 
an abhorrence of violence. 


abide IDIOM /a'baid/ 
ecan’t abide to not like or accept something © He 
can’t abide laziness. 


PHRASAL VERB with abide 


eabide by something to accept or obey an agree- 
ment, decision, rule, etc. © Competitors must abide 
by the judges’ decision. 

abiding /a'baid-1n/ adj lasting for a long time © 
Muir had an abiding interest in dogs. 

ability /a'bil-at-i/ n [C/U] the mental or physical 
power or skill needed to do something © [U] Some- 
one with that kind of ability will do well. o [C] Her 
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abiotic 
Se ey ee ee 


teammates respect her abilities. 0 Related adjective: 
ABLE SKILLFUL; ABLE HAVING WHAT IS NEEDED 


abiotic /,e1-bat'at-1k/ adj earth science relating 
to things in the environment that are not living 


abject /‘zb-dzekt/ adj extreme and without 
hope © They live in abject poverty. © My experiment 
was an abject failure. 


ablaze /e'bleiz/ adj [not gradable] burning or 

very bright © Fire spread quickly until the whole 
building was ablaze. © The ballroom was ablaze with 
lights. 


able HAVING WHAT IS NEEDED /‘e1-bal/ adj [+ to 
infinitive] having what is needed to do something, 
esp. the physical or mental power, skill, time, 
money, Or opportunity © | lost my job and wasn’t 
able to afford my old apartment. © We won't be able 
to keep up this kind of effort much longer. © Related 
noun: ABILITY 


GRAMMAR 
able or can/could? 
Able is used with modal and auxiliary verbs, 
where can or could are not grammatically 
possible. 
! might not be able to attend the meeting. 
I’ve never been able to understand him. 
ee oe ee 
SKILLFUL /‘e1-bal/ adj good at what you do © He is 


an able student. O Related noun: ABILITY 
ably /'er-bli/ adv © He does his job very ably. 


| WORD FAMILY able | 


Nouns ability Adjectives able 
disability unable 
inability disabled 

Verbs enable Adverbs ably 


disable 
Se es eee eee = tk) ow re | 


abnormal © /zb'no:r-mal, ab-/ adj not usual 
or average O We had an abnormal amount of snow. 
© He has an abnormal heartbeat. 
abnormality /,eb-noir'meel-at-i, -nar-/ n [C/U] 
© [C] No abnormalities showed up in the blood tests. 
abnormally © /zb'noa:r-marli, ab-/ advo It was 
abnormally hot this summer. 


aboard /2'ba:rd, -'bourd/ prep, adv [not grada- 
ble] on or onto a ship, aircraft, bus, or train 0 We 
finally went aboard the plane three hours later. 


abode /e'boud/ n [C/U] fmi the place where 
someone lives © [C] He was a wanderer with no 
permanent abode. 


abolish /s'bal-1{/ v [T] to put an end to some- 
thing, such as an organization, rule, or custom oO 
Massachusetts voters abolished rent control. 


abolition /,zb-9'lf-an/ n[U} 1 the official end- 
ing of an activity or custom 2 US history Abolition 
also means the official end to SLAVERY in the as, 
which took place in 1863. 


Abolitionist /,zb-a'ltf-a-nast/ n [C] US history 
a person who supported an end to SLAVERY. 


abominable /s'bam-a-na-bal/ adj very bad or 
unpleasant O The abominable working conditions 
made many workers sick. 


aboriginal /,b-a'r1d3-an-l/ adj having lived 
or existed in a place since the earliest known time 
0 The exhibit was of aboriginal plants of this area. 


Aborigine / ,zb-9'rid3-9-ni/ n[C] a member of 
any of the groups of people who first lived in 
Australia 


abort stop /a'bo:rt/ v[T] to stop something be- 
fore it has begun or to cause something to fail be- 
fore it is complete © Engineers aborted the test flight 
at the last minute. 
abortive /a'bo:rt-1v/ adj [not gradable] © An 
abortive uprising led to his exile. 

END PREGNANCY /9'bo:rt/ v [I/T] to end a preg- 
nancy before a baby is fully developed 
abortion /a'bo:ir- fan/ n [C/U] 


abound /o'baund/ v [I] to exist in large numbers 
O The streams and rivers abound in fish. 


about CONNECTED WITH /9'baut/ prep on the 
subject of; connected with o “What's that book 
about?” “It’s about the Civil War.” © | don’t know 
what all the fuss is about. 0 There’s something about 
her attitude that worries me. 

APPROXIMATELY /3'baut/ adv [not gradable] a lit- 
tle more or less than a specific number; approxi- 
mately © He’s about six feet tall. © It happened about 
two months ago. © I’ve had just about enough of 
your complaining (= | do not want to hear any 
more). 


WORD CHOICES about ~ 


Common alternatives to “about” are approxi- 
mately or around. 
The job will take approximately three months. 
The accident happened around 4 o'clock. 
When you are talking about an approximate 
number, you can use roughly or the phrase 
somewhere in the neighborhood of. 
There were roughly two hundred people at the 
meeting. 
She earns somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$40,000. 
If you want to say “about” and possibly more 
than a particular number, you can use the 
phrase or so or the suffix -odd. 
They raised $200 or so for charity. 

Her son must be forty-odd years old by now. 
SS EL Se ee 
IN THIS PLACE /9'baut/, around prep, adj, adv [not 
gradable] positioned or moving in or near a place 

© Reporters stood about, waiting for more news. 
INTENDING /a'baut/ adj [+ to infinitive; not grad- 
able] almost ready to do something, or intending 
to do something soon © He looked as if he was 
about to burst into tears. © I’m not about to apolo- 
gize to him. 


z bat | a hot | ai bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | U put | ur rude | a cut | a alone 


IDIOM with about 


e (it’s) about time (it is) past the time when some- 
thing should have happened © /t’s about time she 
got a job. © Compare IT’S HIGH TIME at HIGH 
IDIOMS 


about-face /a'baut 'feis/ n [C usually sing] 1 a 
complete change of direction, opinion, or way of 
acting 2 About-face is also an order given to sol- 
diers to tell them to turn around and face the other 
way. 


above /a'bav/ adv, prep 1 higher than, more 
than, or at a level greater than © The helicopter was 
hovering above the building. © Temperatures here 
rarely rise above freezing in winter. O Our wages are 
above average. © | could hardly hear him above the 
blare of the music. 2 In writing, above can mean as 
stated higher up on this page or on a previous 
page: Refer to the diagram shown above. 3 To be 
above doing something is to consider yourself too 
important or too moral to do it: He’s not above 
lying to protect himself. 
above /a'bav/ p/n those mentioned earlier © All 
of the above are to be included. 


IDIOM with above 


e above all most importantly © Above all, don’t for- 
get to call when you get there. 


aboveboard /a'bav ,ba:rd, -,bourd/ adj easily 
seen, honest, not trying to deceive © The discus- 
sions were completely open and aboveboard. 


abrasion /a'brei-3an/ n [U] earth science the 
gradual rubbing away of the surface of rock, for 
example, by other rock, water, or a GLACIER (= 
large moving mass of ice) 


abrasive ROUGH /9'brei-siv, -z1v/ adj having a 
rough surface that will rub off a thin layer of an- 
other surface © The paint comes off with an abrasive 
steel-wool pad. 

UNPLEASANT /9a'bret:stv, -z1v/ adj rude and unkind 
© His abrasive style puts people off. 


abreast /a'brest/ adv 1 next to another person 
and facing in the same direction © We were running 
two abreast around the track. 2 |f you keep abreast 
of a subject, you stay. informed about new devel- 
opments in it: Staying abreast of new software re- 
leases takes lots of time. 


abridge /a'brid3/ v [T] to make a written text 
shorter 

abridged /a'brid3d/ adj © They listened to an 
abridged version on tape. 


abroad /a'bro:d/ adv [not gradable] in or to a 
foreign country or countries O They used to go 
abroad every summer. 


abrupt SUDDEN /a'brapt/ adj sudden and not 
expected, often with unpleasant results O There 
was an abrupt change in her mood. © We came to 
an abrupt curve in the road. 
abruptly /a'brap-tli/ adv o They abruptly left the 
party. 

NOT FRIENDLY /a'brapt/ adj not friendly or polite; 
showing little interest in talking to other people © 
His abrupt manner makes me uncomfortable. 


absolute zero 


abscess /'zb-ses/ n[C] a painful, swollen area in 
the body that contains PUS (= a thick, yellow 
liquid) 

abscissa /zb'sis-9/ n[C] mathematics the first 
number in a pair; a number on an X-AXIS (= line) 
that shows the COORDINATE (= place along that 
line) of a point O Compare ORDINATE 


abscond /ab'skand, zb-/ v [I] to escape and 

hide somewhere, esp. because you have stolen 
something © They absconded with $100,000 of the 
company’s money. 


absence /'zb-sans/ n [C/U] 1 the state of not 
being somewhere, or a period in which you are 
not somewhere © [C] She has had repeated ab- 
sences from school this year. 2 An absence can also 
be a lack of existence: [U] He drew attention to the 
absence of any solid evidence against the defendant. 
absent /'zb-sant/ adj [not gradable] © /f Callie is 
absent from school, she should bring a note from 
home. 
absently /'zeb-sant-li/ adv © He stared out the 
window, absently rubbing his cheek. 
absentee /,zb-san'ti:/ n [C] someone who is 
absent 


absentee ballot n (C] an official paper that 

someone who cannot be at the voting place on 
the day of an election can use for voting and can 
send in by mail 


absent-minded adj likely to forget things, 
esp. because you do not give your attention to 
what is happening 


absolute WITHOUT LIMIT /‘zeb-solu:t, ,zeb-sa 
‘lu:t/ adj [not gradable] without limit, very great, 
or to the largest degree possible 0 She demanded 
absolute silence. 0 The day was an absolute (= com- 
plete) disaster. 
absolutism /,zb-sa'lu:t 1z-am/ n[U] politics & 
government a political system in which a single 
leader controls all branches of government and 
has authority over everyone and everything in the 
country 

CERTAIN /‘zeb-sa,lu:t, ,aeb-sa'lu:t/ adj [not grada- 
ble] certain; not to be doubted © Health insurance 
is an absolute necessity. 
absolutely /‘zeb-salu:t-li, ,zeb-sa'lu:t-li/ adv 
[not gradable] 1 completely; beyond any doubt © 
You are absolutely right. © Are you absolutely sure 
that you locked the front door? 2 Absolutely is also 
used in conversation to show emphasis in agreeing 
to something: “Can you lend me $10 till tomor- 
row?” “Absolutely, it’s no problem.” 3 |f you say ab- 
solutely not, you are showing emphasis in not 
agreeing to something: “You mean you won't sign 
this?” “No, absolutely not.” 


absolute value n [C] mathematics the dis- 
tance from zero of a number on a number line © 
USAGE: only a number larger than zero can have 
an absolute value 


absolute zero n [U] chemistry the tempera- 
ture that scientists believe is the lowest possible 
and at which all MOLECULES (= smallest units of a 
substance) stop moving 
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absolve /ab ‘zaly, -'z9:Iv/ v [T] fm/ to officially re- 
move guilt or responsibility for something wrong 
that someone has done or might have done © He 
was absolved of all wrongdoing. 


absorb Suck IN /ab'zo:rb, -'so:rb/ v [T] to take 
in a liquid, gas, or chemical O The black clay soil 
around here doesn’t absorb water very well. © (fig.) 
The country has absorbed millions of immigrants 
over the years. O USAGE: Used to describe the be- 
havior of a substance or object. 
absorbent /ab'zo:r-bant, -'so:r-/ adjable to take 
in liquids esp. through the surface © absorbent pa- 
per towels 


TAKE ATTENTION /ab 'zo:rb, -'so:rb/ v[T] 1 to com- 
pletely take the attention of someone © She was 
absorbed in listening to music. 2 To absorb knowl- 
edge, ideas, or information is to understand them 
completely and store them in your memory: /t was 
difficult to absorb so much information. 


absorption TAKING IN /ab'z2:rp- fan, -'so:rp-/ 
n [U] physics the process by which a substance or 
object takes in a liquid, gas, waves, or chemical 
and makes it a part of itself © Using a special nu- 
merical procedure, they calculated the absorption 
spectrum (= the range of light waves that are left 
when some have been absorbed by something 
that they passed through). 

ATTENTION /ab'zo:rp- fan, -'so:rp-/ n [U] the con- 
dition of giving your complete attention to 
something 


abstain /zb'stein, ab-/ v [I] 1 to not do some- 
thing you could do, esp. something that is un- 
healthy or gives you pleasure © Some families 
abstain from eating fried food. 2 If you abstain from 
voting, you do not vote although you are permit- 
ted to vote. 


abstinence /‘zb-sta-nans/ n[U] the act of not 
doing something, esp. something that gives you 
pleasure 


abstract © /eb'straekt, 'aeb-straekt/ adj 1 ex- 
isting as an idea, feeling, or quality, not as a ma- 
terial object © “Humanity” is an abstract idea. 2 
English lf a statement, argument, or discussion is 
abstract, it is general and not based on particular 
examples. 3 art A painting, drawing, or SCULP- 
TURE is described as abstract if it tries to represent 
the qualities of objects or people but does not 
show their outer appearance: abstract art 
abstract © /eb'straekt, 'aeb-straekt/ n[C] writ- 
ing a few sentences that give the main ideas in an 
article or a scientific paper 

abstraction © /zb'straek-fan/ n [C] an idea 
that develops by looking at or thinking about a 
number of different things 

abstractly © /eb'straek-tli/ adv 


absurd /ab'sard, -'z3rd/ adj ridiculous or com- 
pletely unreasonable © [+ to infinitive] It is absurd 
for the council to cut taxes without proposing an- 
other way to raise money. 
absurdity /ab'sard-at-i, -'zard-/ n [C/U] 


abundance /s'ban-dans/ n [C] chemistry the 
level of a particular ELEMENT in the outer layer of 
the earth 
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abundant /a'ban-dant/ adj more than enough; 
a lot 0 It is a region with abundant natural resources. 
abundance /a'ban-dans/ n[U] © We all seem to 
have an abundance of those plastic grocery bags. 
abundantly /a'ban-dant-li/ adv [not gradable] 
very © The solution to the problem seemed abun- 
dantly clear. 


abuse /a'bju:s/ n [C/U] bad or cruel treatment of 
a person or animal, or the use of something in an 
unsuitable or wrong way © [U] The rescued dogs 
had been victims of physical abuse. 
abuse /a'bju:z/ v [T] to treat a person or animal 
badly or cruelly, or to use something in the wrong 
way © He was always welcome but he never abused 
the privilege by visiting us too often. 
abusive /a'bju:-siv, -ziv/ adj treating someone 
badly or cruelly, esp. physically © He was a very 
Strict parent, but never abusive. 
abuser /a'bju:-zar/ n [C] 


abysmal /a'biz-mal/ adj very bad © This experi- 
ment could help a lot of people, or it could be an 
abysmal failure. 


academia © /,zxk-a'di:-mi:-9/ n[U] the teach- 
ing, studying, and scientific work that happens in 
colleges and universities © experts from industry, ac- 
ademia, and the government 


academic © SCHOOL RELATED /,zk-a'dem: 
1k/ adj relating to schools, esp. colleges and uni- 
versities, or connected with studying and thinking 
and not with useful skills 
academic © /,zk-a'dem-1k/ n[C] a person who 
teaches in a college or university 
academically @ /,zk-a'dem-1k-li/ adv 

NOT IMPORTANT /,zk-a'dem-ik/ adj not impor- 
tant because it is based only on possibilities o 
Which diamond ring you like more is purely aca- 
demic, because | can't afford either one. 
academically /,zk-a'dem-tk:li/ adv 


academics © /,2k-a'dem-1ks/ p/n the subjects 
that you study in high school or college 


academy © /a'kzd-a-mi/ n [C] a school that 
teaches a particular subject or trains people for a 
particular job, or an organization that supports art, 
literature, or science © a military/police academy 


Academy Award, Oscar n [C] trademark one 
of a set of prizes given each year by a US film or- 
ganization to recognize the best movie and the 
people involved in the best movies 


accelerate GO FASTER /ik'sel-a,reit, 2ek-/ v [I] 
to move more quickly, or to make something hap- 
pen faster or sooner © [I] He stepped on the gas and 
accelerated rapidly to pass a car. 
acceleration /1k sel-a're1- fan, ak-/ n [U] 0 The 
car has good acceleration. 
accelerator /1k'sel-a,reit-ar, aek-/ n [C] a PEDAL 
(= part worked with the foot) in a car that makes 
the car go faster when pressed 

INCREASE RATE /ik'sel-a,reit, zek-/ v [T] physics to 
make something, esp. a process or a very small 
piece of matter, move faster 
acceleration /ik,sel-a'ret- fan, ak-/ n [U] phys- 
ics the rate of change in the speed of something 
over time 
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accelerator /1k'sel-a,reit-ar, zek-/, particle ac- 
celerator n[C] physics a device used to accelerate 
very small pieces of nuclear material for scientific 
experiments 


accelerator /ik'sel-a,reit-ar, ek-/ n [C] chem- 
istry a substance that is added to other substances 
to speed up a chemical reaction 


accent WAY OF PRONOUNCING /‘zk:sent/ n[C] 
1 the way in which people in a particular area or 
country pronounce words © She spoke with a slight 
southern accent. 2 An accent is also a mark written 
or printed over a letter to show how to pronounce 
It. 


EMPHASIS /'zk-sent/ n [C] a special emphasis 
given to a syllable in a word or to a word ina 
sentence © In “government,” the accent is on the 
first syllable. 

accent /‘ek-sent, ek 'sent/ v [T] © In Spanish, you 
usually accent the next-to-last syllable. 


accentuate /ik'sen-t{a,weit, ek-/ v [T] to em- 
phasize a particular feature of something or to 
make something more noticeable © The short black 
dress accentuated her slenderness. 


accept /ik'sept, zk-/ v [T] 1 to agree to take 
something, or to consider something as satisfac- 
tory, reasonable, or true © She accepted the job of- 
fer. O He was accused of accepting bribes. © Do you 
accept credit cards? © He refuses to accept the fact 
that he could be wrong. 2 |f you accept an offer or 
an invitation, you say yes to it: We accepted an in- 
vitation to visit China. 3 To accept is also to allow 
someone to become a member of an organization 
or group: He was accepted by three colleges. 4 To 
accept is also to consider someone as now belong- 
ing to your group as an equal: She never felt ac- 
cepted by the other girls in her sorority. 
acceptable /1k'sep-ta-bal, zk-/ adj 1 satisfac- 
tory; good enough © An offer that is acceptable to 
the union leaders might still be voted down by the 
union members. 2 lf behavior is acceptable, it is 
considered to be within the range of behavior that 
is permitted and is not disapproved: /n those days, 
it was not acceptable for men to wear shirts without 
ties. 
acceptance /1k'sep-tans, zk-/ n [U] 1 Congress 
opposed the president's acceptance of the interna- 
tional trade agreement. 2 Acceptance of an offer or 
an invitation means that you say yes to it: The 
White House indicated its acceptance of the offer to 
visit Russia. 3 Acceptance of a person is the act of 
agreeing to that person’s becoming a member of 
an organization or group, or to that person’s be- 
longing to your group as an equal. 


USAGE 
accept or agree? 


When you accept an invitation, job, or offer, 
you say yes to something that is offered. Ac- 
cept is never followed by another verb. 


They offered me the job and I've accepted it. 
Fhey-offered-me-the job-and_l‘ve-accepted-to 
takett. 


When you agree to do something , you say that 
you will do something that someone asks you 
to do. 


accident 


They offered me the job and | agreed to take it. 


WORD FAMILY accept 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs acceptably 
unacceptably 


acceptance accept 


Adjectives 


acceptable 
unacceptable 
accepted 


acceptor /ik'sep-tar, ek-/ n [C] chemistry, 
physics an atom or MOLECULE that receives ELEC- 
TRONS to form a chemical substance 


access @ /‘zk:ses/ n[U] 1 the method or way 
of approaching a place or person, or the right to 
use or look at something © Without an official pass, 
the guards will deny you access to (= will not let you 
enter) the courthouse. 2 Access to something can 
also mean the opportunity or ability to use it: Many 
of the families do not have access to health care. 
access @) /'zek:ses/ v [T] to get information, esp. 
when using a computer © People now can access 
information from the Internet as never before. 


accessible © /1k'ses-a-bal, ek-/ adj possible to 
approach, enter, or use © The island is accessible 
only by ferry. © Public areas and buildings are now 
more accessible to people with disabilities. © By using 
more illustrations, he made the magazine more ac- 
cessible to the public (= easier to understand). 
accessibility © /1k'ses-a'bil-at-i, zek-/ n [U] © 
Touch-screen voting machines meet the requirements 
for accessibility to people with disabilities. © Accessi- 
bility is one of the most important aspects of textual 
analysis. 


accessory EXTRA /ik'ses-a-ri, zek-/ n [C usually 
pl] something extra that improves or completes 
the thing it is added to © We sell plants, seeds, fer- 
tilizer, and gardening accessories, such as tools and 
gloves. 


CRIMINAL /ik ‘ses: a-ri, ek-/ n [C] law someone who 
helps another person to commit a crime but does 
not take part in it 


accident injury /‘ak-sad-ant, -so,dent/ n [C] 
an event not intended by anyone but which has 
the result of injuring someone or damaging some- 
thing © He was killed in an automobile accident at 
the age of 21. 


EVENT NOT PLANNED /'zk:-sad: ant, -sa ,dent/ n[C] 
something that happens unexpectedly and unin- 
tentionally © It’s no accident that (= There are rea- 
sons that explain why) she was chosen to be a 
member of the most powerful committee in Congress. 
accidental /,zk-sa'dent-®l/ adj © The fire began 
shortly after 1:30 a.m. and appears to have been 
accidental. 
accidentally /,zk-sa'dent-4l-i/ adv 


WORD FAMILY accident 


Nouns accident Adverbs accidentally 


Adjectives accidental 


IDIOM with accident 


eby accident without intending to © She hit me 
with her hand, apparently by accident. 


d3 jump | j yes | I little | 2m hm | ®n cotton | 9 sing | J shoe | t meeting | © think | dthis | tf choose | 3 measure 


accident-prone 6 


accident-prone adj having or likely to have 
accidents frequently © Sleep-deprived kids are more 
accident-prone. 


acclaim PRAISE /a'klerm/ n[U] enthusiastic ap- 
proval and praise © Despite critical acclaim, the TV 
show always ran third in the ratings. 
acclaim /a'klerm/ v[T] © The orchestra was widely 
acclaimed as one of the best in the nation. 


ELECT /a'klerm/ v[T] Cdn to elect someone without 
opposition © Marion was acclaimed president of the 
club. 


acclamation /,zk-lo'mer-fan/ n [U] 1 loud 
and enthusiastic praise or approval 2 Cdn Someone 
who is elected by acclamation is elected without 
opposition. 


acclimate /‘zk-la,mert/ v [I/T] to change to 
suit different conditions of life, or to cause some- 
one to change to suit conditions © [I] Apparently 
the zoo animals had become acclimated to the crowd 
noise and were no longer startled by it. 


accommodate © FINDAPLACEFOR /s 
‘kam-a ,deit/v [T] to provide space or a place fora 
group © The new dormitory will be able to accom- 
modate an additional 200 students. 
accommodations /a ,kam-a'der- fanz/, accom- 
modation /2,kam-a'der:-fan/ pi na place to stay, 
esp. a hotel room © Tour operators are advertising 
accommodations as low as $79 per night in first- 
class hotels. 


SUIT /a'kam:a,deit/ v [T] to give what is needed to 
someone © We certainly try to accommodate stu- 
dents with disabilities. 
accommodating /a'kam-a,deit-1n/ adj o The 
airline could not have been more accommodating (= 
willing to help) in getting me on a connecting flight. 


accompany © /2'kam:pa-ni/ v [T] 1 to go 
with someone or to exist at the same time as 
something © Students cannot leave the building dur- 
ing class hours unless they are accompanied by an 
adult. 2 music In music, to accompany is to play 
an instrument in support of someone who is play- 
ing an instrument or singing. 
accompaniment @ /a'kam-pa-ni:-mant/ n 
[C/U] 1 something done in support of something 
else 2 music Accompaniment is music that sup- 
ports someone who is singing or playing an instru- 
ment. 


accomplice /2'kam- plas, -kam-/ n[C] a person 
who helps someone else to commit a crime or do 
something morally wrong © The thieves and two 
accomplices made away with over $25,000 in cash. 


accomplish /s'kam-pltJ, -'kam-/ v[T] to do or 
finish something successfully; achieve something 
© On retiring from the Congress, he said he had ac- 
complished everything he set out to do. 
accomplished /a'kam-plrft, -'kam-/ adj © She’s 
an accomplished (= skilled) violinist. 
accomplishment /a'kam-plif-mant, -'kam-/ n 
[C/U] © [U] There’s a feeling of accomplishment (= 
achievement) from having a job and all that goes 
with it. 


accord AGREEMENT /a'ko:rd/ n[C/U] 1 a formal 
agreement, or the condition of agreeing O[C] Both 
parties signed an accord last week in Geneva that 
may finally bring an end to the conflict. 2 Accord 
also means agreement: The officer acted in accord 
with Florida law. 
accordance /a'ka:rd-®ns/ n If you do something 
in accordance with a rule, you follow or obey it: In 
accordance with school rules, the teacher asked him 
to remove his hat when inside the building. 


GIVE /a'koird/ v [T] fml to give officially something 
desirable © Reporters asked why the United States 
did not accord full recognition to the new govern- 
ment. 


accordingly /a'koird-1n-li/ adv in a way that 
suits the situation © Surveys suggest that these 
shows are not what most people want to watch. Ac- 
cordingly (= Therefore), one network is now sched- 
uling a made-for-TV movie every Sunday night. 


according to ASSTATED BY /o'k2:rd-1n ta, 
- tu, -,tur/ prep as stated by © According to my 
mother, you have to eat three meals a day every day. 

FOLLOWING /9'ko:rd-1n-ta, -,tu, -,tu:/ prep in a way 
that agrees with; by © The teacher sorted the exams 
according to grade, with the A’s on top and the F's 
on the bottom. 


accordion /9'ko:rd-i:-an/ n [C/U] a musical in- 
strument with a row of keys and a folding central 
part that is pushed between the hands to force air 
through and produce notes, or this type of instru- 
ment generally 


accost /a'ko:st, a'kast/ v [T] to approach or stop 
and speak to someone ina threatening way 0 They 
were accosted at a bus stop by someone who said 
he needed money. © USAGE: Usually the person who 
stops you or speaks to you is someone you do not 
know. 


account FINANCIAL SERVICE /a'kaunt/ n [C] 1 
money kept in a bank or other organization that 
you can add to or take back © / have about $800 
in my checking account. 2 An account is also an 
arrangement with a store or a company that allows 
you to buy things and pay for them later: Our com- 
pany has accounts with all the major wholesalers. 
accountant /a'kaunt:®nt/ n [C] someone who 
keeps or examines the records of money received, 
paid, and owed by a company or person 0 a tax 
accountant 
accounting /a'kaunt-1n/ n[U] © She is a CPA and 
holds a B.S. in accounting from the University of 
Minnesota. 


REPORT /a‘kaunt/ n[C] a written or spoken descrip- 
tion of an event © Her account of the incident was 
contradicted by others. 0 She's sophisticated, worldly 
and, by her own account (= according to her own 
statement), opinionated. 


IDIOMS with account 


* on someone's account only for or because of one 
person O Don’t cook on my account. I’m perfectly 
happy with a sandwich. 
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eon account of something because of something 
© The whole city shut down on account of two to 
three inches of snow. 


PHRASAL VERBS with account 


eaccount for something EXPLAIN to explain the 
reason for something © Police say they are unable 
to account for the increase in shoplifting. 

eaccount for something BE to form the total of; 
to be © In Florida, senior citizens account for more 
than 25 percent of the population. 


accountable /a'kaunt-a-bal/ adj responsible 
for and having to explain your actions O He knew 
he would be held accountable for any flaws in the 
programming. 
accountability /a,kaunt-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] © The 
Attorney General says he has a plan to ensure ac- 
countability of CEOs. 


accreditation /s,kred-a'ter- Jan, -at'er-Jan/n 
[U] official approval, esp. in order to maintain sat- 
isfactory standards © The hospital was threatened 
with the loss of accreditation if it did not improve the 
quality of its care. 
accredited /a'kred-at:ad/ adj [not gradable] 0 
Only accredited journalists are admitted to White 
House press conferences. 


accrue /oa'kru:/ v [I/T] to increase over a period 
of time, or to get an amount of something grad- 
ually over time © [I] Interest on this savings account 
accrues at the rate of 4 percent. 


acculturation /9 kal-t{a'rer fan/ n [U] social 
studies changing of one culture to be more like 
another 


accumulate © /2'kju:-mja_lert/ v [I/T] to col- 
lect or increase something gradually, esp. over a 
period of time © [T] We’ve accumulated a lot of junk 
over the years. © [T] He accumulated a fortune in the 
music business. 
accumulation © /a,kju:-mja'ler-fan/ n[C/U] ° 
[U] the accumulation of wealth 


accurate © CORRECT /‘zk-ja-rat/ adj correct 
and without any mistakes © The radio will give you 
the accurate time. 9 We need accurate information 
before we can develop a plan of action. 
accurately © /'zk-ja-rat-li/ adv © Can anyone 
accurately predict future climate change? 
accuracy © /‘ek-ja-ra-si/ n [U] 1 He challenged 
the accuracy of the research results. 2 science Ac- 
curacy is also the agreement of a particular mea- 
surement with an accepted standard. © Compare 
PRECISION 

EXACT /'ak-ja-rat/ adj exactly aimed and moving 
on an intended path © Good golfers usually make 
accurate approach shots from the tee. 

accuracy /‘ak-ja-ra-si/ n [U] © The predawn raid 
was executed with pinpoint accuracy. 


WORD FAMILY accurate 


Adverbs accurately 
inaccurately 


Nouns accuracy 


inaccuracy 


Adjectives accurate 
inaccurate 


achievement test 


accusative /a'kju:-zat-1v/ adj [not gradable] 
grammar having or relating to the CASE (= form) 
of a noun, pronoun, or adjective that is used to 
show that a word is the DIRECT OBJECT of a verb 


accuse /a'kju:z/ v [T] to say that someone is re- 
sponsible for a crime or for having done some- 
thing wrong © He was accused of failing to pay his 
taxes. O She accused me of lying. 
accusation /,zk-ja'zer-fan/ n[C] © He denied the 
accusation, saying he was innocent. 
accused /a'kju:zd/ n [C] pl accused /aw a person 
or people who may be guilty of a crime and who 
are being judged in a court of law 


WORD FAMILY accuse 


Nouns accusation 
accused 


Verbs accuse 


accustom /a'kas-:tam/ v [T] to make someone 
familiar with new conditions © It takes awhile to 
accustom yourself to working at night. O USAGE: Of- 
ten said about yourself. 
accustomed /a'kas-tamd/ adj © She's accus- 
tomed to waking at 6 a.m. 


ace PLAYING CARD /eis/ n [C] one of the four 

playing cards with a single mark or spot, which 
have the highest or lowest value in many card 
games 


SKILLED PERSON /e1s/ infmi a person who is unusu- 
ally good at doing something skillful © Yankee ace 
Chien-Ming Wang will pitch tonight’s game. 

TENNIS /eis/ n [C] a SERVE (= hit of the ball that 
starts play) in tennis that is so strong and fast the 
other player cannot return the ball 


ache /eik/ 1 a continuous pain that is unpleasant 
but not usually strong © She has a fever, muscle 
aches, and a cough. 2 Ache is often used in com- 
bination: earache/headache/toothache 
ache /erk/ v © [I] They did pushups until their arms 
ached. © [I] (fig.) Her heart ached (= She felt very 
sorry) for the people who had lost their loved ones 
in the plane crash. 


achieve © /2't{i:v/ v [T] to do or obtain some- 
thing that you wanted after planning and working 
to make it happen © She achieved her objective of 
qualifying for the US Olympic team. © | am hopeful 
that we can achieve peace eventually, but it is not 
going to be easy. 
achievable © /a'tJi:-va-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
0 Increasing sales by 5 percent is an achievable goal. 
achievement @ /a'tfi:v-mant/ n something 
that you did or got after planning and working to 
make it happen, and that therefore gives you a 
feeling of satisfaction, or the act of working to 
make this happen © [C] a scientific achievement © 
[C] For an actor, winning an Oscar is one of the 
greatest achievements you can hope for. 


WORD FAMILY achieve 


Nouns achievement 
underachiever 


Adjectives achievable 
Verbs 


achieve 


achievement test n [C] a test of a student’s 
knowledge of a subject, which can be compared 
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Achilles heel 8 
ae ba eS ere 


with the performance of other students taking the 
same test. O Compare INTELLIGENCE TEST 


Achilles heel /a kul-i:z'hi:!/ n [C usually sing] 
a weak point in a person or system that can result 
in its failure 


acid /'zs-ad/ n [C/U] chemistry any of various 
chemical substances that can produce SALTS, 
some of which are able to damage whatever they 
touch 
acid /'zs-ad/ adj 1 sour in taste © The salad dress- 
ing has an acid taste. 2 fig. An acid comment/re- 
mark is something said or written in strong 
criticism. 
acidic /a'sid-1k, 2-/ adj chemistry containing or 
having the chemical characteristics of an acid 
acidity /a'sid-at-i, 2-/ n [U] science the amount 
of acid that is in a substance 


acid rain n[U] rain that contains acids produced 
by burning fuels such as coal and oil and that can 
cause harm to the environment 


acid test n[C usually sing] the proof of the value 
of something, or the standard that something 
must meet in order to prove its value 0 In 1933, 
the pressurized airplane passed the acid test when it 
flew from Chicago to Washington at 22,000 feet 
above heavy storm clouds. 


acknowledge © /1k 'nal-1d3, ak-/ v[T] to ac- 
cept the truth or recognize the existence of some- 
thing © The president acknowledged his mistake in 
not vetoing the tax bill. © He's acknowledged as a 
leader in the Latino community. 0 (fmf) Please ac- 
knowledge receipt of this letter (= tell us when you 
receive it). 
acknowledged © /tk'nal-1d3d, ak-/ adj [not 
gradable] known or accepted by many people 
acknowledgment ©, acknowledgement /1k 
‘nal-1d3-mant, aek-/ n [C/U] © [C] Her resignation 
was an acknowledgment of defeat. © [C] | applied 
for a grant and just received an acknowledgment (= 
letter saying that my letter was received). 
acknowledgments © /1k'nal-1d3-mants, aek-/ 
pl na short text at the beginning or end of a book 
where the writer names people who have helped 
in writing the book 


acme /‘ek-mi/ n[U] the highest point of achieve- 
ment © Chaplin's “City Lights” marked the acme of 
his filmmaking career. 


acne /‘ek-ni/ n[U] a disease of the skin in which 
small red spots appear, usually on the face and 
neck, esp. in young people 


acorn /‘er-ko:rn, -karn/ n[C] the fruit of the OAK 
tree, consisting of an oval nut with a top shaped 
like a cup 


acoustic /a'ku:-stik/ adj [not gradable] 1 relat- 
ing to sound or hearing © Scientists have developed 
a tiny acoustic device to improve hearing aids. 2 An 
acoustic musical instrument is one that is not 
made louder by electrical equipment. 3 Acoustic 
also means designed to control sound so that you 
can hear only the sounds you want to hear: acous- 
tic tile 


acoustics /a'ku:-strks/ p/n the way in which the 
structural characteristics of a place relate to how 
well sound can be heard in it © The acoustics in the 
recital hall are very good. 


acquaint someone with something /a 
‘kweint wi, -,wi@/ phrasal verb fml to give some- 
one information about something © The museum 
offers workshops to acquaint children with the world 
of radio. 


acquaintance /s'kweint:-2ns/n [C/U] 1 a per- 
son whom you know but do not know well and 
who is therefore not exactly a friend 2 Acquain- 
tance is also knowledge about something: [U] The 
young have little acquaintance with real-life tragedy. 


acquainted /2'kweint-ad/ adj knowing or be- 
ing familiar with someone or something © “Do you 
know Megan?” “No, we’‘re not acquainted.” © We 
got acquainted when they gave us a ride home last 
night. 


acquiesce /,zk-wi:'es/ v [I] to accept or agree 
to something, often without really wanting to © 
The bank acquiesced to an extension of the loan. 
acquiescence /,zk-wi:'es-ans/ n [U] © His ac- 
quiescence in these policies has made it possible for 
him to increase his support among some voters. 


acquire © /2'kwair/ v [T] to obtain or begin to 
have something © His family acquired the property 
in 1985. © She acquired her love of the outdoors as 
a child. 


acquired taste n[C] something that you may 
not like at first, but begin to like after you have 
tried it © You can try drinking it, although it’s some- 
thing of an acquired taste. 


acquisition @ /,zk-wa'z1J-an/n[C/U] the act 
of obtaining or beginning to have something, or 
something obtained © [C] The museum has made 
several recent acquisitions. 0 [U] The acquisition of 
a new language requires a commitment of time and 
effort. 


acquit DECIDE NOT GUILTY /a'kwit/ v[T] -tt-to 
decide officially in a court of law that someone is 
not guilty of a particular crime © She was acquitted. 
© The jury acquitted him. © Opposite: CONVICT 
acquittal /a'kwit-@l/ n [C/U] © [C] He hoped for 
an acquittal. 

PERFORM /a'kwit/ v [T] -tt- fm/ to cause yourself to 
perform or behave in the stated way © She acquit- 
ted herself well, finishing second. 


acre /'er-kar/ n [C] a unit for measuring area, 
equal to 43,560 square feet or 4047 square meters 
© They bought half an acre of land to build their 
house on. 
acreage /'er-ka-rid3/ n[U] © Forest covers half the 
acreage. 


acrid /'zk-rad/ adj strong, bitter, and unpleasant 
© The electrical fire sent thick clouds of acrid smoke 
through the office. © USAGE: Used to describe a 
smell or taste. 
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acrimonious / zk-ra'mou-ni:-as/ adj angry 
and including strong accusations © After an acri- 
monious debate, the proposal was adopted. 
acrimony /‘ek-ra,mou-ni/ n [U] © The acrimony 
of a legal battle destroyed their friendship. 


acrobat /‘zk-ra,bzet/ n[C] a person who enter- 
tains people by carrying out difficult and skillful 
physical actions, such as walking on a wire high 
above the ground © a circus acrobat 

acrobatic /,zk-ra'bzt-1k/ adj involving a lot of 
skill and energy in controlling the movement of 
your body to do something difficult © Karate is a 
very acrobatic martial art. 


acronym /‘zk-ra,nim/ n [C] a word created 
from the first letters of each word in a series of 
words © NASA is an acronym for National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administration. 


across /a'kro:s/ prep, adv [not gradable] 1 from 
one side to the other side of, or at the other side 
of © We walked across the bridge. © She was sitting 
across the aisle. O He opened a store across the street 
from the theater. © Over 300,000 refugees fled 
across the border. 2 If something is happening 
across the country, it is happening in all parts of 
the country. 


across the board, across-the-board adj, adv 
having an effect on everyone or everything of a 
particular type © The mayor threatened across-the- 
board spending cuts. 


acrylic /a'kril-ik/ adj [not gradable] of or made 
from a type of acid or a RESIN (= chemically pro- 
duced sticky substance) which is used in making 
plastic, cloth, and paint © acrylic paint © They used 
acrylic yarn for the sweaters. 
acrylic /a'kril-1k/ n[C usually pl] © He paints with 
acrylics. 


act DO SOMETHING /ekt/ v [I] to do something 
for a particular purpose or in a particular way © [+ 
to infinitive] The president acted quickly to bring fed- 
eral aid to areas damaged by flooding. © She acted 
responsibly. © He acted as if he’d never seen me be- 
fore. © She acted as (= performed in the position 
of) a tour guide for the group. © He said he was 
acting on (= doing something as a result of) the 
advice of his lawyer. 
act /ekt/ n[(C] © an act of bravery/love/madness © 
a selfish/senseless/thoughtless act © a criminal/ille- 
gal/terrorist act © He said any air strike would be 
considered an act of war. 
acting /‘zk-tin/ adj [not gradable] © Ms. Lopez- 
Smith will be the acting treasurer (= temporarily per- 
form those duties). 

PERFORM /ekt/ v [I/T] to perform in a movie, play, 
or television show © [T] He acts the part of a small- 
town lawyer. © [I] She has acted in lots of television 
Sitcoms. 
act /ekt/ n [C] 1 one of a set of short perfor- 
mances that are parts of a show, or the person or 
group who performs one of these parts © a circus 
act © (fig.) His story is just an act (= is pretended 
and not sincere). 2 An act is also one of the main 
parts of a play or opera: The play is presented in 
three acts. 


action-packed 


actor /‘zk-tar/, female actress /‘eek-tras/ n[C] a 
person who plays the part of a character in a movie 
or play © The play has a cast of six actors. 


LAW /eekt/ n [C] law a law made by Congress or 
another legislature © an act of Congress 


WORD FAMILY act 


Nouns act 
action 
actor 
actress 
inaction 
interaction 
reaction 
transaction 


Adjectives acting 


Verbs act 
interact 
react 


IDIOM with act 


eact your age to behave in a way suitable for 
someone as old as you are © Stop being silly and 
act your age! 


PHRASAL VERBS with act 


eact out to behave badly because you are un- 
happy or upset, often in ways that you are not 
aware of © These kids act out because their lives are 
a mess. 

eact up BEHAVE BADLY to behave badly © The lit- 
tle girl was acting up, so her mother took her out of 
the restaurant. 

e OPERATE BADLY to operate badly © My car is act- 
ing up again - | don’t know what’s wrong with it. 

e BECOME ACTIVE to become active © Her allergies 
acted up when she went hiking in the woods. 


action SOMETHING DONE /‘zk:fan/ n [C/U] 1 
the process of doing something, or something 
done, esp. for a particular purpose © [U] Quick ac- 
tion in calling the fire department saved many lives. 
© [C] It was a reckless action which he later came to 
regret. © [+ to infinitive] We want a leader who will 
take action to fix our problems. © [U] Financial ad- 
visers urged the city to take action (= do something) 
to deal with the fiscal crisis. 2 Action is also fighting 
in a war: [U] Her younger son was killed in action. 3 
In an action film/movie, there is usually a lot of 
violence and many exciting things happen. 

MOVEMENT /‘eek: fan/ n [C/U] the way something 
moves or works, or the effect it has on something 
else 0 [C] The heart's action in regulating blood flow 
is critically important. 


LEGAL PROCESS /‘zk: fan/ n [C/U] law a process in 

a court of law to correct a wrong by which a 
person or group claims to have been hurt © [C] 
She brought an action against the hospital for 
negligence. 


IDIOM with action 


eactions speak louder than words what you do 
is More important than what you say, because the 
things you do show your true intentions and feel- 
ings © Team USA is not expected to win, but they 
believe actions speak louder than words. 


action-packed adj full of exciting events © an 
action-packed movie 
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activate /'zk-to,vert/ v [T] 1 to cause some- 
thing to start working © Something activated the 
car alarm. 2 In sports, to activate a player is to 
bring that player back to the regular team after an 
injury. 
activation /,zk-ta'ver-fan/ n [U] 


active DOING SOMETHING /'zk-trv/ adj 1 doing 
something as you usually do, or being able to do 
something physically or mentally © He was still an 
active runner at 55. © She’s active in state politics (= 
involved in it). O She intends to remain politically 
active. © His National Guard unit was put on active 
duty (= made part of the regular fighting force). 2 
An active VOLCANO is one that might begin to 
throw out hot gases, liquid, or rocks at any time. 
actively /'ak-tiv-li/ adv © He isn’t actively involved 
in the day-to-day management of the business 
anymore. 
activity /eek'tiv-at-i/ n [C/U] the doing of some- 
thing, or something that you are doing, have 
done, or could do © [C] There were lots of activities 
for children at the museum. © [C] Her favorite activity 
is visiting antique shops. © [U] Carbon dioxide is also 
produced by human activity. 

GRAMMAR /'eek:tiv/ adj [not gradable] grammar 
describing a verb or sentence in which the Subject 
is the person or thing that does what is stated 0 In 
“Alex gave me a gift,” the verb “give” is active, and 
in “I was given a gift by Alex,” “give” is passive. © 
Compare PASSIVE GRAMMAR 


WORD FAMILY active 


Nouns activity 


Adjectives active 


inactivity inactive 
Verbs activate inter. active 
proactive 


Adverbs actively 


active voice n [U] grammar the relationship 
between a subject and a verb in which the subject 
performs the action of the verb, or the verb forms 
which show this relationship: In the sentence “She 
hit the ball,” “hit” is in the active voice. 0 Com pare 
PASSIVE VOICE 


activism /‘zk-ta,v1z-am/ n [U} the use of direct 
and public methods to try to bring about eSp. SO- 
cial and political changes that you and others want 
© political/social activism 
activist /'zek-ta-vast/ n [C] © a civil-rights activist 


actor /‘zk-tar/, female actress /'zk-tras/ n (Go 
See at ACT PERFORM 


actual /'zk-t{a-wal, -[a-wal/ adj [not gradable] 
real; existing in fact © We expected 50 people, but 
the actual number was a lot higher. 
actually /‘zk-tfa-warli, -fa-warli/ adv [not grad- 
able] 1 used to say that something is true, esp. 
when the true situation may not be known © We 
actually had a hard time moving the sofa. 2 Actually 
is often used when you want to emphasize that 
something is surprising or unusual: He actually ex- 
pected me to pay for his dinner. 


USAGE ee 
actual or current? 
Use actual when you mean “real.” 

His friends call him Jo-Jo, but his actual name 

is John. 

Use current to talk about things that are hap- 
pening or which exist now. 

She started her current job two years ago. 

the current economic situation 


the-actual-economicsituation 


acumen /a'kju:-man, ‘ak-ja-man/ n [U] the 
ability to make correct judgments © Mr. Estavez has 
a real business acumen. 


acupuncture /‘zk:ja,pan-tfar/ n [U] a treat- 
ment for pain and illness in which special needles 
are put into the skin at particular positions 


acute EXTREME /a'kju:t/ adj 1 very serious, ex- 
treme, or severe O The area has an acute water 
shortage. 2 In medicine, acute describes severe 
conditions, illnesses, or injuries that need imme- 
diate care: Not all hospitals can provide acute care. 


ACCURATE /a'kju:t/ adj aware of or able to recog- 
nize small differences between things, or being ac- 
curate in judging something © He has very acute 
hearing. © USAGE: Used to describe thinking, feel- 
ing, hearing, seeing, smelling, or tasting. 
acutely /a'kju:t-li/ adv © | was acutely aware of 
their problems. 

ANGLE /a'kju:t/ adj geometry 1 (of an angle) less 
than 90° > Picture: angle 2 An acute triangle is a 
triangle with three angles of less than 90°. > Pic- 
ture: triangle © Compare OBTUSE ANGLE 


ad /ed/ n [C] short form of ADVERTISEMENT 


A.D. abbreviation for anno Domini (= in the year of 
God), used to show that a year is after the year in 
which Jesus Christ was thought to have been born 
© the 12th century A.D. © The Roman empire ended 
in A.D. 476. © USAGE: A.D. usually appears before 
the year and after a century. © Compare B.C. 


adage /‘zd-1d3/ n[C] a wise saying or PROVERB 
© He remembered the old adage, “Look before you 
leap.” 


adamant /‘ed-a-mant/ adj unwilling to be per- 
suaded to change an opinion or decision 0 She was 
adamant about becoming a dancer. 
adamantly /‘zd-a-mant-li/ adv o The mayor 
adamantly refused to consider a tax increase. 


Adam's apple /,zd-am 'zaep-al/ n [C] the 
front part of the neck that sticks out, esp. in aman, 
and moves up and down when you speak or 
swallow 


adapt © /a'dept/ v [I/T] to adjust to different 
conditions or uses, or to change to meet different 
situations © [T] / adapted this recipe from one in an 
old cookbook. 
adaptability © /a,deep-ta'bil-at-i/ n [U] ability 
or willingness to change 
adaptable © /a'dep-ta-bal/ adj able or willing 
to change © He’s pretty adaptable, and change 
doesn’t bother him. 
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adaptation © /,ed-ap'ter- fan, -,zp-/ n [C/U] 
1 [C] The movie was an adaptation of a novel. 2 
biology a characteristic of a plant or animal that 
makes it able to adjust to the conditions of a par- 
ticular environment 

adaptive © /a'dzp-tiv/ adj 1 able to adjust © 
These governments do not possess the adaptive ca- 
pacity to endure such changes. 2 biology able to 
adjust to the conditions of a particular environ- 
ment 


add INCREASE /zd/ v [I/T] to put something with 
something else to increase the number or amount 
or to make it more important © [T] Beat the butter 
and sugar together, and then add the eggs. © [T] 
“Thanks for all your help!” he added as he was leav- 
ing. © [1] Factors beyond their control added to their 
SUCCESS. 
added /'zd-ad/ adj [not gradable] 0 He had the 
added disadvantage of being the only man present. 
addition /a'diJ-an/ n [C/U] the joining of some- 
thing to something else to make it larger or more 
important © [C] Harold is the newest addition to our 
staff. 
additional /a'dif-an-*l/ adj [not gradable] © 
There’s no additional charge for children under 
twelve. 


CALCULATE /zd/ v [i/T] mathematics to calculate 
the total of a group of numbers © [T] /f you add 
three and four you get seven. 0 Compare SUBTRACT, 
MULTIPLY CALCULATE 
addition /a'dif-an/ n[U] mathematics the pro- 
cess of calculating the total of a group of numbers 
0 [U] We learn addition and subtraction in first and 
second grade. 


IDIOM with add 


eadd fuel to the fire, add insult to injury to make 
a bad situation worse © The President said he 
wouldn't add fuel to the fire by commenting without 
knowing all the facts. © | was late and, to add insult 
to injury, forgot my keys. 


PHRASAL VERBS with add 


eadd on something [M] to include or build some- 
thing extra © We've added on a couple of rooms to 
the house. 

eadd up INCREASE to increase gradually until 
there is a large amount © The changes in air quality 
are small, but after a while they do add up and affect 
people’s health. 

eadd up BE REASONABLE to seem reasonable or 
likely © Watson claimed he was at home at the time 
of the murder, but police said his story didn’t add up. 
eadd up (something) CALCULATE [M] to calculate 
the total of two or more numbers © We added up 
the cost of everything we wanted to buy and divided 
the total between us. 

eadd up to something RESULT to result in some- 
thing © The details don’t add up to a complete pic- 
ture of what caused the explosion. 

eadd up to something TOTAL to make a particular 
total © The numbers in each row add up to 25. 


WORD FAMILY add 


Nouns addition 
additive 


Verbs add 


Adjectives added 
additional 


Adverbs 


additionally 


adhere 


addiction /a'dik-fan/ n [C/U] the need or 
strong desire to do or to have something, or a very 
strong liking for something © [U] His addiction be- 
gan with prescription drugs. © [C] | have an addiction 
to mystery Stories. 
addict /‘zed-1kt/ n[C] a person who is unable to 
stop doing or using something 
addicted /a'dik-tad/ adj © She was addicted to TV. 
addictive /a'dik-tiv/ adj © Video games can be 
addictive. 


addition /a'dif-an/ n © See at ADD INCREASE; 
ADD CALCULATE 


addition reaction n [C] chemistry a chem- 
ical REACTION in which two or more substances 
combine to form a new substance 


addition sign n [C] mathematics the symbol 
+ used between two numbers to show that they 
should be added together 


additive /‘zd-at-1v/ n [C] something added to 
a substance, esp. food, to improve it or to preserve 
it © Additives keep certain foods fresh. 0 This paint 
has an additive that keeps mold from growing on it. 


additive inverse n[C] mathematics the op- 
posite of a number 


address PLACE /a'dres, 'zed-res/ n[C] 1 the spe- 
cific place where a person, business, or organiza- 
tion can be found and where mail can be received 
© What is your street address now? © | need your 
home and your business address. 2 An address is 
also a group of letters or numbers and an @ sym- 
bol used to send electronic mail to someone: My 
e-mail address is pjh! 7@cambridge.org. 
address /a'dres/ v [T] © | addressed envelopes all 
morning. 

SPEAK TO /a'dres/ v [T] to speak or write to some- 
one, or to direct information to someone © The 
First Lady addressed the meeting briefly. 0 He was 
generally addressed as “Captain.” 
address /a'dres, 'zed-res/ n[C] a formal speech 
© The graduation address was very dull. 

DEAL WITH /a'dres/ v[T] to give attention to or to 
deal with a matter or problem © We'll address that 
question at the next meeting. 


adenine n [U] biology a substance that is found 
in DNA and RNA 


adept /a'dept/ adj skilled 0 He’s adept at making 
people feel at ease. 


adequate © /‘zd-1-kwat/ adj enough or sat- 
isfactory for a particular purpose © He didn’t have 
adequate time to prepare for the exam. 
adequacy @ /‘zed-1-kwa:si/ n[U] © We must re- 
examine the adequacy of our current security 
procedures. 
adequately © /'zed-1-kwat-li/ adv © Were you 
adequately paid, or do you need more money? 


adhere /ad'hir, ed-/ v [I] to stick or be attached 
firmly to a surface © Glue won't adhere to any sur- 
face that’s wet. 
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adherence iv 
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adhesive /ad'hi:-siv, ad-, -ziv/ adj © The pages 
were held together with adhesive tape. 

adhesive /ad'hi:-siv, zd-, -z1v/ n [C/U] glue © 
[C] Use a water-resistant adhesive. 


PHRASAL VERB with adhere 


e adhere to something to continue to obey, believe 
in, Or support something, esp. a custom or belief 
© College coaches have to adhere to the rules about 
recruiting high school students. 


adherence /ad'hir-ans, zd-/ n[U] the obeying 
of a rule or law © He insists upon adherence to every 
rule, no matter how silly. 


adherent /ad 'hir-ant, zed-/ n[C] someone who 
strongly supports an idea, plan, person, etc. o She 
has been an adherent of home schooling for years. 


ad hoc /zd'hak, -'houk/ adj, adv for a particular 
purpose or need, esp. for an immediate need 0 The 
ad hoc committee will meet next week. © Unfortu- 
nately, we deal with problems ad hoc. 


adiabatic /,e1-di:-9'bat-1k, ,e1 ,dar-a-/ adj [not 

gradable] earth science describes a change in 
temperature of air caused by EXPANSION or 
COMPRESSION 


adjacent © /a'd3er-sant/ adj [not gradable] 1 
very near, or with nothing in between © They work 
in adjacent buildings. 2 geometry Two angles are 
adjacent if they are next to each other and share 
a line. > Picture: angle 


adjective /'zd3-1k-trv/ n[C] grammar a word 
that describes a noun or pronoun © abi me 


pur- 
ple,” “quick,” “obvious,” and “silvery” are adjec- 
tives. 


adjectival /,zed3-1k'tar-val/ adj [not gradable] o 
an adjectival phrase 


adjoining /e'd321-nin/ adj [not gradable] with 
nothing in between, or touching o We had adjoin- 
ing rooms in the hotel. 


adjourn /a'd33rn/ v[I/T] to rest or pause during 
a meeting or trial O [T] They adjourned the meeting 
until after lunch. 
adjournment /a'd33rn-mant/ n be/U}ReL,|[ Cc} 
There was a two-day adjournment in the trial. 


adjudicate /o'd3u:d-3 kert/ y [T Ptowact as a 
judge of an argument © He has adjudicated many 
labor disputes. 


adjunct /‘ed3- ant/ n[C] 1 something added or 
connected to something larger or more important 
© Canada’s economy is not an adjunct to the US's 
but rather is expanding on its own. 2 An adjunct is 
also a temporary teacher at a college or university: 
adjunct professors/faculty 


adjust © /2'dzast/ v [I/T] to change something 
slightly to make it fit, work better, or be more suit- 
able © [T] Adjust the angle of your monitor so you 
can easily read it. © [l] You need time to adjust to a 
new situation. 
adjustable /a'd3as-ta-bal/ adjo The height of the 
steering wheel is adjustable. 
adjustment © /a'd3ast-mant/ n [CPU aS! [iG] 
Only a few adjustments were needed to make her 
dress fit perfectly. 


ad-lib /'zd'ttb/ v [I/T] -bb- to do something 
without preparation or planning © [I] She had lost 
her notes, so she ad-libbed for ten minutes. 
ad-lib /'zed'Itb/ adj, adv © | did not want to give 
an ad-lib speech. 


administer MANAGE /ad'min-a-star/, admin- 
istrate /ad'min-a,strert/ v [T] to manage or con- 
trol the operation of something; govern © The 
British administered Hong Kong for 99 years. 

GIVE /ad'min-a:star/ v[T] to be responsible for giv- 
ing something to someone © Two proctors admin- 
istered the exam. © She administers medicines to 
patients. 


administration © /ed imin-a'strer-fan/ n 
[C/U] 1 the management or control of an orga- 
nization © [U] He’s studying business administration. 
2 politics & government An administration in the 
US is the period when a President is in office: [C] 
The Clinton administration has been full of surprises. 
3 politics & government An administration is also 
all of the officials working in a government's EX- 
ECUTIVE BRANCH PART. 
administrative @ /ad'min-a Streit-1v/ adj [not 
gradable] © You will do mainly administrative work. 
administrator © /ad'min-a,streit-ar/ n [C] o 
She works as a school administrator. 
administratively © /ad'min-a,streit-v-li, ad 
.min-a'strert-/ adv [not gradable] 


administrative assistant n [C] a person 
whose job is to help someone in charge, usually in 
an office 


admiral /‘d-mo-ral/ n [C] a naval officer of the 
highest rank 


admire /ad'mair/ v [T] to respect and approve 
of someone or something © | admire that music 
more than any other. 
admirable /'zd-ma-ra-bal/ adj o The police did 
an admirable job of calming down the crowd. 
admirably /'zd-ma-ra-bli/ adv © | think she 
coped admirably with a very difficult situation. 
admiration /,2d-ma'rer-fan/n [U] © My admi- 
ration for her grows daily. 
admirer /ad'marr-ar/ n [C] o Many admirers 
waited in the rain just to see their hero. 


WORD FAMILY admire 


Nouns 


Verbs admire 
Adverbs admirably 


admiration 
admirer 


Adjectives admirable 


WORD CHOICES admire 


Respect is an alternative to “admire.” 
! deeply respect David for what he has 
achieved. 
Revere is a formal way of saying “admire very 
much,” 
Nelson Mandela is revered for his brave fight 
against apartheid. 
Look up to or think highly of are phrases which 
can be used about someone whom you 
admire. 
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adrenaline 


He‘d always looked up to his uncle. 

She thinks very highly of her boss. 
If a person admires someone very much or too 
much, you could use the verb idolize. 

He idolized his mother. 


admissible /ad'mis-a-bal/ adj law able to be 
considered in a court of law © The judge ruled that 
this new evidence was admissible. 


admission PERMISSION TO ENTER /ad'mrJ- 
an/ n [C/U] 1 permission to study at a school or 
college, or permission to enter a theater or other 
building © [U] How many students will gain admis- 
sion to Yale? © [U] The club refuses admission to 
those under 18. 2 Admission is also the price paid 
to enter a place: [C] Museum admission is $5. 
admissions /ad'miJ:anz/ pi n the people al- 
lowed into a college, hospital, or other place, or 
the process of allowing people in © The city opened 
admissions to all residents. © He’s been director of 
admissions at Boston University. 

STATEMENT /od'mif-an/ n [C/U] a statement ac- 
cepting the truth about something © [U] There was 
no admission of guilt from anyone. 


admit ACCEPT /sd'mit/ v -tt- to recognize or 
accept something as true © [T] He admitted his 
guilt. © [+ (that) clause] She admitted (that) she had 
made a mistake. 


WORD CHOICES admit jaz 


If a person admits that something is true, the 
verbs accept and acknowledge may be used. 
! accept that things should have been done 

differently. 
He refuses to acknowledge the problem. 
The verb concede is used if the person admits 
unwillingly that something is true. 
She did eventually concede that the 
instructions were not very Clear. 
If a person admits to having done something 
bad or illegal, the verb confess is often used. 
Rawlinson finally confessed to the robbery. 
The phrasal verbs own up and (informal) fess 
up, and the expression come clean can also be 
used when a person admits to having done 


something. 
| decided to come clean about the broken 
vase. 
Come on, own up — who's eaten the last 
sandwich? 


ALLOW IN /ad'mit/ v [T] -tt- to allow someone or 
something to enter © Each ticket admits one mem- 
ber and a guest. 
admittance /ad 'mit-®ns/ n[U] © He was refused 
admittance to the club. 


admonish /ad'man-1f, zd-/ v [T] to warn 
someone not to do something, usually in a kind 
way, or to tell someone to do something © His 
mother admonished him for eating too quickly. 


admonition /,ed-ma'ntf-an/, admonishment 
/ad'man-1f-mant/ n[C] 0 As | left | heard my hus- 
band’s admonition — “Don't be late.” 


ado /a'du:/ n [U] delay or unnecessary activity © 
Without further ado, | shall introduce tonight's 
speaker. 


adobe /2'dou-bi/ n (U] a mixture of wet earth 
and grass made into bricks and dried in the sun, 
used to build houses © Adobe houses were common 
in the Southwest. 


adolescent /,zd-*l'es-ant/ adj 1 between the 
ages of a child and an adult © The two adolescent 
boys made their mother very tired. 2 |f you describe 
an adult as adolescent, you mean that the person 
is behaving in a silly way. 
adolescent /,zd-*l'es-ant/ n [C] © | teach in a 
middle school, because | like young adolescents. 
adolescence /,zd-°l'es-ans/ n [C/U] © [C] He 
had an unhappy adolescence. 


adopt TAKE CHILD /a'dapt/ v [I/T] to take an- 
other person’s child legally into your own family 
to raise as your own child © [T] They adopted Ra- 
phael last September. © Compare FOSTER TAKE 
CARE OF 
adoption /a'dap- fan/ n [C/U] © [C] The agency 
handles about a hundred adoptions a year. 
adoptive /a'dap-tiv/ adj [not gradable] © Her 
adoptive parents were farmers. 

START /a'dapt/ v [T] 1 to accept or begin to use 
something © The new law means companies will 
adopt energy-saving measures. 2 |f an organization 
adopts a rule, it votes to accept it: The motion to 
increase fees was adopted. 
adoption /a'dap- fan/ n[U] © The adoption of a 
different insurance company caused a lot of 
confusion. 


adore /a‘do:r, a'dour/ v [T] to love and respect 
someone very much, or to like something very 
much © Both girls adored their father. © | adore those 
shoes! 
adorable /a'do:r-a-bal, -'dour-/ adj charming, 
attractive, and easily loved © He was an absolutely 
adorable child. © USAGE: said about a person or 
animal 
adoration /,zd-a'rer-fan/ n[U] © His adoration 
of his wife is obvious. 


adorn /a'do:rn/ v [T] to make something more 
attractive by putting something on it © The bride’s 
hair was adorned with fresh flowers. 
adornment /9'do:rn-mant/ n [C/U] © [C] Her 
only adornment was a ruby necklace. 


adrenal cortex /9 ,dri:n-9I 'ko:r ,teks/ n[C] bi- 
ology the outer part of the ADRENAL GLAND 


adrenal gland /a'dri:n-9_glznd/ n [C) bi- 
ology either of two organs in the body that pro- 
duce several chemical substances including 
ADRENALINE 


adrenaline /a'dren-°l-an/ n[U] biology a HOR- 
MONE (= chemical substance) produced by the 
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adrenal medulla 


body when a person is frightened, angry, or ex- 
cited, which makes the heart beat faster and pre- 
pares the body to react to danger 


adrenal medulla /3'dri:n-21 ma'dal-9/ n [C] 
biology the inner part of the ADRENAL GLAND that 
produces ADRENALINE 


adrift /a'drift/ adj, adv (of a boat) not fastened 
and moving with the sea and wind, or fig. not con- 
trolled and living without a clear purpose or direc- 
tion © (fig.) Hopeful actors from small towns are 
often adrift in New York. 


adroit /2'drort/ adj very skillful and quick in the 
way you think or move © She became adroit at deal- 
ing with difficult people. 
adroitly /a'drott-li/ adv © He adroitly slid the 
money into his pocket. 


adulation /,zd3-9'ler-fan/ n [U] too much ad- 
miration or praise for someone © He couldn't deal 
with the adulation of his fans. 


adult © /a'dalt, 'zed-alt/ adj 1 grown to full size 
and strength © More than half of adult Americans 
are considered overweight. 2 Adult also means suit- 
able for grown people and not children: /t’s a kids’ 
show, but they sneak in some adult humor, 3 Adult 
movies, magazines, shows, and books include 
content that is intended for adults only. 
adult /a'dalt, 'aed-alt/ n [C] © We invited only 
adults to the wedding. 
adulthood © /a'dalt hud/ n [U] 0 When she 
reached adulthood, she moved away. 


adulterate /a'dal-ta rert/ v [T] to make some- 
thing weaker or of worse quality by adding 
something else to it © Saffron is very expensive, and 
is often adulterated with other plants. 


adultery /s'dal-ta-ri, -tri/ n [U] sex between a 
married person and someone who is not that per- 
son’s wife or husband 
adulterous /a'dal-ta-ras, -tras/ adj oO an adulter- 
ous relationship 


advance MOVE FORWARD /ad'vzens/ v [I/T] to 
go of move something forward, or to develop or 
improve something © [T] Research has advanced 
our understanding of the virus. © [1] Tonight's winner 
advances to the semifinals. 
advance /ad'vans/ n [C/U] © [C] Technological 
advances have changed TV news. © [U] The army’s 
advance was halted. © [C] (fig.) She rejected his un- 
welcome advances (= attempts to make her inter- 
ested in him). 
advanced /ad'veenst/ adj highly developed or 
difficult © Are you taking any advanced courses? 
advancement /ad 'vzen:smant/n [U] © They did 
nothing for the advancement of women. 
HAPPENING EARLY /ad'vzens/ adj happening be- 
fore an event © We got no advance warning of the 
changes. 
advance /ad'vens/ n [C] money paid before 
something happens © Most authors get an advance 
on royalties they'll earn later. 


IDIOM with advance 


*in advance before something happens 0 /f youre 
coming to the party, please let me know in advance. 
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advantage /ad 'veent-1d3/ n [C/U] a condition 
that helps you or gives you a greater chance of 
success 0 [C] His long arms give him a big advantage 
over other boxers. © [U] Test scores show no advan- 
tage for students in the new schools. © [U] Her 
teacher likes her very much, which works to her ad- 
vantage (= helps her) if she has trouble in class. 
advantageous /,zd ,vzen 'ter-d3as, -van-/ adj © 
The agreement is advantageous to both sides. 


WORD FAMILY advantage 


Adjectives advantageous 
disadvantaged 


Nouns advantage 
disadvantage 


advent /‘zd-vent/ n [U] 1 the beginning of an 
event, the invention of something, or the arrival of 
a person © Transportation was transformed by the 
advent of the internal combustion engine. 2 For 
Christians, Advent is the period of four weeks be- 
fore Christmas. 


adventure /ad'ven-tfar/ n [C/U] an unusual, 
exciting, and possibly dangerous activity, trip, or 
experience, or the excitement produced by such 
activities O [C] She had some exciting adventures in 
Peru. © [U] Henry is looking for thrills and adventure. 
adventurer /ad'ven-tfa-rar/_n [C] someone 
who enjoys and looks for dangerous and exciting 
experiences © An intrepid adventurer, he loves ex- 
ploring the wilderness. 
adventurous /ad 'ven-tfo-ras/, adventuresome 
/ad'ven-tfar-sam/ adj © I’m pretty adventurous in 
cooking (= willing to try new and unusual things). 


adverb /‘zd-varb/ n [C] grammar a word that 
describes or gives more information about another 
word, esp. a verb, adjective, or other adverb, or 
about a phrase © /n the sentences, “She smiled 
cheerfully” and “He waited right outside the door,” 
“cheerfully” and “right” are adverbs. 
adverbial /zd 'v3r-bi:-al/ adj [not gradable] o an 
adverbial phrase 


adversary /‘zd-var ser-i/ n [C] an enemy © He 
saw her as his main adversary within the company. 
adversarial /,zd-var'ser-i:-al/ adj involving op- 
position or disagreement © Lawyers enjoy being 
adversarial. 


adverse /zd'v3rs, 'ad-v3rs/ adj going against 
something, or causing harm © Her policies may 
have adverse effects on the economy. 


adversity /zd 'v3r-sat-i/ n [C/U] a difficult or 
unlucky situation or event o [U] She’s cheerful in 
the face of adversity. 


advertise /'zd-var ,taiz/ v [I/T] to make some- 
thing known generally or in public, esp. in order 
to sell it © [T] He advertises his business on the In- 
ternet. © [I] I’m going to advertise for (= put a notice 
in the newspaper asking for) someone to clean my 
house. 
advertisement /,zd-var'taiz-mant, od 'vart: 
ez:mant/, short form ad n[C] a paid notice that tells 
people about a product or service © / saw an ad- 
vertisement for the job in yesterday’s paper. 
advertiser /'zed-var ,tar-zar/ n [C] © Car compa- 
nies are major TV advertisers. 
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affect 


advertising /‘zd-var ,tai-zin/ n [U] © an adver- 
tising campaign © She works in advertising. 

WORD FAMILY advertise 
Nouns ad 


Verbs advertise 


advertisement 
advertiser 
advertising 


advice /od 'vais/ n [U] an opinion that someone 
offers you about what you should do or how you 
should act in a particular situation © She gave me 
some good advice. © | think I'll take your advice and 
go home. 


GRAMMAR 
advice 


Remember that this word is not countable. 
She gave me lots of advice. 
She-gave-metots-of advices: 

If you want to use advice in a countable way, 

say a piece of advice. 

He gave me a good piece of advice. 


He-gave-me-a-goed advice. 


CONFUSABLES 
advice or advise? 
Be careful not to confuse the noun advice with 
the verb advise. 
| advise you to see a lawyer. 


t-adviee-yeu-to-see-atawyer. 


WORD FAMILY advice 


Adjectives advisable 
inadvisable 
advisory 


Nouns advice 
adviser 


advise 


Verbs 


advise /ad'vaiz/ v [I/T] to give advice to some- 
one, or to suggest something © [T] / advised him 
to stay home. © [T] Parental supervision is advised. 
0 [T] | wouldn't advise you to walk there alone. © [I] 
Id advise against staying. © [T] Experts advised the 
president (= gave information and suggested 
action). 
advisable /ed 'vai-za-bal/ adj © It’s not advisable 
to contradict him. 
adviser, advisor /ad'vat-zer/ n [C] © She’s the 
chief economic adviser to the president. 
advisory /ed'vat-za-ri/ adj © She serves on the 
newspaper's advisory board. » Confusables: advice 
or advise? at ADVICE 


advocate © /‘zd-va,keit/ v [I/T] to speak in 
support of an idea or course of action © [T] Some 
people advocate teaching to the test. © [I] The or- 
ganization advocates for human rights. 
advocate @ /‘zd-va:kat/ n[C] © She’s a strong 
advocate of women’s rights. 
advocacy © /‘zd-va-ka-si/ n[U] © These groups 
have been increasing their education advocacy. 


aerial BROADCASTING /‘er-i:-al, ‘aer-/ nan AN- 
TENNA BROADCASTING 

IN AIR /‘er-i:-al, ‘zer-/ adj [not gradable] of, from, 
or in the air © Aerial photographs are used in making 
these maps. 


aerobic respiration n [U] biology a chem- 
ical process in which energy is produced in the 
body from food by using oxygen 


aerobics /er'ou-biks, zr-/ n[U] energetic physi- 
cal exercises that make the heart, lungs, and mus- 
cles stronger and increase the amount of oxygen 
in the blood © | do aerobics and weight training at 
the gym. 
aerobic /er'ou-bik, zr-/ adj [not gradable] © aer- 
obic exercise 


aerodynamics /,er-ou-dar'nzem:iks, ,2zr-/ n 
[U] the science that studies the movement of gases 
and the way solid bodies, such as aircraft, move 
through them 
aerodynamic /,er-ou-dat'nam-tk, ,zr-/ adj © 
The car’s design is splendidly aerodynamic. 


aeroplane /'er-a,plein, ‘zr-/ n [C] Br AIRPLANE 


aerosol /‘er-9,s9:1, ‘zer-, -,sal/ n [C] a container 
in which liquids are kept under pressure and forced 
out in a SPRAY (= mass of small drops) © The gasses 
used in aerosols were damaging the atmosphere. 


aerospace /‘er-ou,speis, zr-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] producing or operating aircraft or spacecraft 
© the aerospace industry 


aesthetic, esthetic /es'9et-1k/ adj relating to the 
enjoyment or study of beauty, or showing great 
beauty © Those buildings have little aesthetic appeal. 
aesthetics, esthetics /es'6et-1ks/ n [U] art the 
formal study of the principles of art and beauty 
aesthetically, esthetically /es'6et-1-kli/ adv © | 
like objects to be both functional and aesthetically 
pleasing. 


afar /9'far/ adv [not gradable] from or at a great 
distance O He watched the proceedings from afar. 


affable /‘zf-o-bal/ adj friendly, kind, relaxed, 
and easy to talk to © /t’s hard not to like such an 
affable fellow. 


affair SITUATION /9'fer, a'feer/ n[C] a situation 
or subject that is being dealt with or considered; 
a matter © The meeting was addressed by an expert 
in South American affairs. 0 What | do in my spare 
time is my own affair (= a private matter). 

RELATIONSHIP /9'fer, a 'feer/ n[C] a sexual relation- 
ship, esp. a secret one 

EVENT /9'fer, o'faer/ n[C] an event © Their wedding 
was a pretty boring affair. 


affairs of state p/n politics & government 
matters that the government of a country deals 
with 


affect © INFLUENCE /9'fekt/ v [T] to have an 
influence on someone or something © The disease 
only affects cattle. © | was deeply affected by the film. 
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CONFUSABLES 
affect or effect? 


Do not confuse the verb affect with the noun 
effect, which means the result of a particular 
influence. 
Global warming is one of the most serious 
effects of pollution. 
Do not confuse the verb affect with the verb 
effect, which is formal and means to make 
something happen. 
Will the rainy weather affect the election 
results? 


wee ENT ea: 


Festlts? 
The management wish to effect a change in 
company procedure. 


tr 


PRETEND /a'fekt/ v [T] to pretend to be or have 
something © Since joining the band he’s affected a 
ridiculous southern accent. 
affected © /a'fek-tad/ adj artificial and not sin- 
cere © He has a very affected style of writing. 
affectation /,zf,ek'ter-fan/ n [C/U] speech or 
behavior that is not natural or sincere and is used 
to produce a certain effect 0 [C] She has many an- 
noying little affectations. 


affection /a'fek-fan/n[C/U] a feeling of liking 
someone or something © [U] Pets should be treated 
with affection. © [U] Harriet felt great affection for 
him. 
affectionate /a'fek-fa-nat/ adj © an affectionate 
child 
affectionately /a 'fek- fa-nat-li/ advo He was af- 
fectionately known as “Bobo.” 


affidavit /,zf-9'der-vat/ n [C] law a written 
statement made by someone who has sworn to 
tell the truth, which might be used in a court of 
law 


affiliate /2'f1l-i: e1t/ v[1/T] to become part of or 
form a close relationship with a group or organi- 
zation 0 [T] !’m not affiliated with any political party. 
0 [I] The two schools will affiliate next year. 
affiliate /a'fil-i:-at, -,ert/ n [C] one part of a 
larger group or organization © The show is broad- 
cast on most of the network’‘s affiliates. 
affiliation /o fil-i:'er-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] The 
group has affiliations with several organizations 
abroad. 


affinity /2'fin-at-i/ n [C/U] a close similarity be- 
tween two things, or an attraction or sympathy for 
someone or something, esp. because of shared 
characteristics 0 [C] Many people really feel an af- 
finity for/with dolphins. 


affirm /a'farm/ v to state something is true, or 
to state your support for an idea, opinion, etc. o 
[T] Applicants signed a form affirming their citizen- 
ship. © [+ that clause] These stories affirmed that the 
world is strange. 
affirmation /,eef-ar'mer-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] 
We're looking for affirmation of the city’s goal. 


affirmative /a'far-mat-v/ adj positive, or 
showing agreement © There should be an affirma- 
tive role for government in social problems. 0 Com- 
pare NEGATIVE NO 
affirmative /a'far-mat-1v/ n[C/U] o[U] He replied 
in the affirmative (= He said yes). 
affirmative /a'fsr-mat-1v/ adv used to mean yes 
in an answer to a question, esp. in a military 
context © “Can you hear me?” “Affirmative.” 
affirmatively /a'far-mat-iw:li/ adv O She an- 
swered affirmatively. 


affirmative action n (U] politics & govern- 
ment efforts to make education and employment 
available to people who have traditionally been 
treated unfairly, for example because of their race 
or sex, by giving them some advantages over peo- 
ple who have traditionally been more powerful o 
Compare REVERSE DISCRIMINATION 


affix ATTACH /a'fiks, 2-/v[T] fmito attach, add, 
or join one thing to another © The sticker must be 
affixed to your windshield. 

WORD PART /‘z-fiks/ n [C] grammar a letter or 
letters added at the beginning or end of a word to 
make a new word © Compare PREFIX; SUFFIX 


afflict /a'fitkt/ v [T] to make someone or some- 
thing suffer physically or mentally 0 He was af- 
flicted with severe asthma. 
affliction /a'flik-fan/n[C]o Illiteracy is a serious 
affliction. 


affluent /‘zf,lu:-ant, o'flu:-/ adj having a lot of 
money or possessions; rich O We live in an affluent 
neighborhood. 
affluence /‘zf lu:-ans, a'flu:-/n [U] © She makes 
a display of affluence. 


afford /a'fa:rd, a'fourd/ v[I/T] to have enough 
money or time to buy, keep, or do something © 
[T] ! don’t know how he can afford a new car. 0 [I] 
Can you afford to take any time off work? 
affordable /a'fo:rd-a-bal, a'fourd-/ adj not ex- 
pensive © Affordable housing isn’t enough — we also 
need job opportunities. 


GRAMMAR 


afford 


When afford is followed by a verb, it is always 
in the form afford to do something . 


We can’t afford to go on vacation this year. 


a 


a Se ee Se ae | 
affront /a'frant/ n [C] a remark or action in- 


tended to insult or upset someone © Such state- 
ments are an affront to people of conscience. 


afloat /s'flout/ adj floating on or in water o They 
couldn't keep the ferry afloat. © (fig.) Loan programs 
are aimed at keeping small businesses afloat @é 
Operating). 


afoot /a'fut/ adj [not gradable] happening, or 
being planned or prepared o Big changes are afoot 
at Lake Utah. 


afraid FEARFUL /9'freid/ adj feeling fear, or feel- 
ing anxiety about the possible results of a partic- 
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aftertaste 


ular situation © She was afraid, but never thought of 
quitting. © I’ve always been afraid of heights. © Dad's 
afraid I'll end up like my cousin. O He’s not afraid of 
losing. 


WORD CHOICES afraid 


Other common ways of saying “afraid” are 
frightened and scared. 

if someone is extremely afraid, then you can 
use adjectives such as petrified, terrified, 
panic-stricken, or the informal phrase scared to 
death. 

I’m terrified of flying. 

She was panic-stricken when her little boy 

disappeared. 

He's scared to death of having the operation. 
if someone is afraid because of worrying about 
something, then you can use adjectives such as 
anxious, concerned, nervous, or worried. 

I’m worried that something will go wrong. 

All this waiting is making me feel anxious. 
if someone is afraid of something that might 
happen in the future, you can use the adjec- 
tives apprehensive or uneasy. 

He's a bit apprehensive about living away 

from home. 
To talk about things that make you feel uncom- 
fortable and scared, you could use the idiom 
give someone the creeps. 

Being alone in that big house gives me the 

creeps. 
To talk about something that is frightening in 
a shocking way, you could use the adjective 
hair-raising. 

The pilots are trained to do hair-raising stunts 

at low altitude. 


REGRET /a'freid/ adj [not gradable] feeling regret, 
esp. because something is not the way you think 
it should be © A lot of those stores will cheat you, 
I'm afraid. 


afresh /a'fres/ adv [not gradable] again, esp. 
from a new beginning © She tore up the letter and 
started afresh. 


African /‘zf-ri-kan/ adj, n [C] (a person) of or 
from Africa 


African-American n [C] an American who 
has at least some family members who were from 
Africa ©O Compare BLACK DARK SKIN 


African Methodist Episcopal, abbrevia- 
tion AME adj, n [U] (a member) of a Christian reli- 
gious group that is one of the Protestant churches 
© the oldest African Methodist Episcopal congrega- 
tion in Orange County 


aft /zft/ adj, adv [not gradable] in or toward the 
back part of a boat © There are windows aft on each 
side. 


after FOLLOWING /‘zf-tar/ prep following in 
time, place, or order 0 What do you want to do after 
breakfast? © | expect to return to work after the baby 


comes. © Repeat these words after me. © I'll see you 
the day after tomorrow. © It’s ten minutes after four. 
© Week after week (= For many weeks), he’s been 
too busy to help. 

after /‘zef-tar/ conjunction © The house was empty 
for three months after they moved out. 

after /‘zf-tar/ adv [not gradable] © Hilary drove 
up and Nick arrived soon after. 


BECAUSE /‘zef-tar/ prep as a result of; because © Af- 
ter what she did to me, I'll never trust her again. © 
She’s named after her aunt (= given the same name 
in her honor). 


DESPITE /'‘zef-tar/ prep despite O Even after every- 
thing that’s happened here, his behavior seems odd. 

WANTING /'‘zef-tar/ prep wanting to find or have 0 
The police are after him. © He’s after Jane’s job. 


IDIOM with after 


e after all 1 despite problems or doubts © The rain 
stopped and the game went ahead after all. 2 After 
all also means for this reason: “Of course | love her 
— after all, she’s my sister.” 


aftereffect /‘zf-tar-1,fekt/ n[C usually pl] a re- 
sult of a condition or event O Headaches are an 
aftereffect of this sort of accident. 


afterlife /‘zf-tar laif/ n[C usually sing] p/after- 
lives the life that some people believe begins after 
death, esp. in heaven 


aftermath /‘zf-tar ,mzeé/ n [U] the period fol- 
lowing an event, such as an accident or war, and 
the effects caused by the event © We all worked 
together in the aftermath of the earthquake. 


afternoon / zf-tar'nu:n/ n [C/U] the period 
that starts at about twelve o’clock or after the meal 
in the middle of the day and ends at about six 
o’clock or when the sun goes down © [C] She works 
three afternoons a week at the library. 0 (U] My baby 
usually sleeps in the afternoon. © [U] | spoke to her 
yesterday afternoon. 


USAGE 
afternoon 
if you talk about what happens during the af- 
ternoon, use the preposition in. 
In the afternoon | phoned my girlfriend. 
At-the-afternoen-+ phen 
lf you say a day of the week before Briatndor 
use the preposition on. 
I’m going to the dentist on Tuesday 
afternoon. 


i4m-going-te-the-dentistinTtuesday-afterneen: 


aftershock /‘zf-tar, fak/ n [C] a sudden move- 
ment of the earth’s surface that often follows an 
EARTHQUAKE and is less violent than the first main 
movement © (fig.) There’s going to be a real after- 
shock (= powerful effect) if the party loses another 
election. 


aftertaste /‘zf-tar ,terst/ n [C usually sing] the 
flavor that a food or drink leaves in your mouth 
when you have swallowed it © Some vinegars have 
a sweet aftertaste. 
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afterthought /‘zf-tar ,e>:t/ n [C usually sing] 
an idea or plan that was not originally intended © 
Pine included the song almost as an afterthought on 
his last album. 


afterward /‘ef-tar-ward/, afterwards /'zf-tar- 
werdz/ adv [not gradable] after the time men- 
tioned; later 0 We had a swim and afterward we lay 
on the beach for a while. 


again /a'gen, a'gein/ adv [not gradable] once 
more, or as before © Could you spell your name 
again please? © Get some rest and you'll soon be well 
again. O Don’t be late again (= another time). 


again and again adv many times © Ive told 
you again and again that | don’t know anything 
about it. O Compare REPEATEDLY at REPEAT 


against IN OPPOSITION /a'genst, a'gernst/ 
prep 1 in opposition to; opposed to 0 / know you’d 
like to get a more expensive car, but I’m against it. 
© It’s against the law to throw your trash there (= 
It’s illegal). © She voted against the tax increase. © 
He warned them against repeating (= not to repeat) 
the mistakes of the former administration. 2 Against 
also means in competition with: He would have to 
run against O'Toole for county treasurer. 3 To go 
against something means to go in the opposite 
direction to it: swimming against the current 


DIRECTED AT /a'genst, a'geinst/ prep directed at 
or toward © Among the charges leveled against them 
were bribery and tax evasion. O There’s a process for 
filing claims against the city. O USAGE: Used about 
something negative. 


TOUCHING /a'genst, a'geinst/ prep next to and 
touching or being supported by something © It 
would save space if we put the bed against the wall. 
© He leaned his head against the back of his chair. 


IDIOMS with against 


e against your better judgment even though you 
feel you are not making the best decision © Against 
his better judgment, he gave John the job. 
eagainst the clock before a particular time, or 
within the allowed time © / was racing against the 
clock, but I finished the test just before the bell. 


age TIME SPENT ALIVE /e1d3/ n the length of time 
someone has been alive or something has existed 
© [C] At age 24 he won a Starring role in his first 
movie. O[U] She was 74 years of age when she wrote 
her first novel. © The program is aimed at viewers in 
the 18-to-30 age group. 
age /eid3/ v[I/T] 1 to become or appear old, or 
to cause someone to appear old © [I] She’s aged a 
lot since the last time we met. O USAGE: Usually said 
about a person. 2 To age food or drink is to give 
it time to become ripe or develop a full flavor: [T] 
The cheese is aged for three to six months. 
aged /e1d3d/ adj [not gradable] © They have one 
daughter, aged three (= three years old). 
ageless /‘e1d3-las/ adj never seeming to get or 
look older © ageless beauty 
aging, ageing /‘e1d3-1n/ adj [not gradable] © Oil 
companies are particularly concerned about their ag- 
ing fleet of deep-water rigs. 


PERIOD /e1d3/ n [C] a particular period in time o 
the modern/industrial/Victorian age 
ages /'e1-d3az/ pl na very long time © It’s been 
ages since I’ve seen you. 


aged /'e1-d3ad/ adj old 0 an aged man 
aged /'e1-d3ad/ p/n old people © The apartment 
was built to meet the needs of the aged. 
ageism /'e1,d31z-am/ n [U] unfair treatment of 
people who are becoming old or who are old © At 
56, no one would hire her, and she felt she was a 
victim of ageism. 


agenda /a'd3en-da/ n [C] 1 a list of matters to 
be discussed at a meeting © Among the items on 
the agenda were next year’s budget and raising the 
membership dues. 2 An agenda can also refer to 
any matters that have to be dealt with: Finding a 
job is at the top of my agenda. 3 esp. disapproving An 
agenda is also a particular program of action, often 
one that is not directly expressed: She has a politi- 
cal agenda. 


agent REPRESENTATIVE /'e1-d3ant/ n[C] 1 a per- 
son who acts for or represents another © a travel 
agent O He is the agent for several of the highest paid 
players in baseball. 2 An agent is also someone who 
works secretly for a government or other organi- 
zation: a secret agent O an undercover agent 
agency /‘e1-d3an-si/ n[C] 1 a business acting for 
or representing a person, an organization, or an- 
other business © an advertising/employment agency 
© a real estate agency 2 An agency is also a gov- 
ernment organization: federal agencies © the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency 


CAUSE /'e1-d3zant/ n [C] 1 a person or thing that 
produces a particular effect or change © a cleaning 
agent 2 An agent is also a chemical substance, or- 
ganism, or natural force that produces a particular 
effect by its action. 


Age of Exploration n world history a pe- 
riod from 1400 to 1600 in which Europeans trav- 
eled the rest of the world in search of goods, raw 
materials, land, and trade partners 


age-old adj very old, or having existed for along 
time © /t’s an age-old story of love and betrayal. 


aggravate MAKE WORSE /'zg-ra,veit/ v[T] to 
make something bad worse © Road repair work has 
aggravated the problem of traffic congestion. 


ANNOY /'zg-ra,veit/ v [T] infmi to make someone 
feel very annoyed and upset © /t really aggravates 
me when the car won’t start, after all the money we 
put into it. 
aggravating /‘xg:ra,veit-1n/ adj infmi oO It’s so 
aggravating to have an injury like that, when you 
can't lift anything or bend down and tie your 
shoelaces. 
aggravation /,xg:ra'ver-fan/ n [U] infmi o | 
won't bother returning it - it isn’t worth the aggra- 
vation. 


aggregate © /‘zg-r-gat/ adj [not gradable] 

formed by adding together several amounts or 
things; total © The seven companies made an ag- 
gregate profit of $10.2 million. 
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aggregate © /,xg-ra'geit/ v [T] to bring dif- 
ferent things together © The company aggregates 
news and information from a number of sources on 
its website. 

aggregate © /‘zg-n-gat/ n [C] © The family 
owned over 2 million shares in the aggregate. 
aggregation © /,zg-ra'ger'fan/ n [C/U] © the 
aggregation of the companies into one organization 


aggression /a'gref-an/ n[U] actions or behav- 
ior that use threats or force against others © We 
regard the presence of troops on our border as an 
act of aggression. 
aggressive /a'gres-1v/ adj © Jack was a large, ag- 
gressive child given to outbursts of temper. 
aggressor /a'gres-or/ n[C] a person, group, or 
country that starts an argument, fight, or war by 
attacking first © He claimed that he was just de- 
fending himself, and that the other guy was the 
aggressor. 


aggressive /a'gres-1v/ adj using strong, force- 
ful methods esp. to sell or persuade © The company 
mounted an aggressive marketing campaign. © You 
have to be aggressive if you want to succeed in this 
business. 
aggressively /a'gres-1v-li/ advo The company is 
aggressively pursuing new business opportunities. 


aggrieved /a'gri:vd/ adj unhappy, hurt, and 
angry because of unfair treatment © Our hearts go 
out to the aggrieved families of the innocent victims. 


aghast /a'gest/ adj [not gradable] shocked or 
surprised in an unpleasant way © Workers and 
union officials were aghast at the layoffs. 


agile /'zd3-al, -ail/ adj able to move about 
quickly and easily © Years of ballet and modern 
dance had made her strong and agile. © (fig.) He has 
an agile mind (= He can think quickly). 
agility /a'd3il-at-i/ n [U] © A top-rated football 
player, he combines speed and agility. © (fig.) Her 
voice has the lightness and agility that Handel’s mu- 
sic demands. 


agitate ARGUE /'zd3-0,teit/ v [I] to argue en- 
ergetically, esp. in public, in order to achieve a par- 
ticular type of change © Telephone companies 
began to agitate for permission to compete in long 
distance services. 
agitator /'zed3-a ,teit-ar/ n[C] © They blamed the 
protest on political agitators. 

MAKE NERVOUS /'‘zed3-9,te1t/ v [T] to make some- 
one become nervous because of worry or fear that 
is difficult to control © Any mention of his son agi- 
tated him. 
agitated /'zd3-9,tert-ad/ adj © Gordon became 
visibly agitated when asked about the minimum 
wage issue. © Many times the private hospitals trans- 
fer their terribly aggressive, agitated patients to us 
because they cannot handle them. 
agitation /,zd3-9'te1-fan/ n [U] © He arrived 
home in a state of agitation. 

aglow /2'glou/ adj bright; shining © His eyes were 
aglow with pleasure. 

agnostic /zg'nas-tik/ n [C] someone who be- 


lieves that it is impossible to know whether or not 
God exists 


ago /a'gou/ adv [only after n] [not gradable] back 
in the past; back in time from the present © That 
was a few years ago. © Your mother called about an 
hour ago. © Some time ago | read a book about that. 
© Are you still seeing Vivian? No, we stopped seeing 
each other a long time ago. 


agonize /'zg:9 ,naiz/ v [I] to spend a lot of time 
trying to make a decision © She agonized for days 
over whether she should take the job. 
agonizing /'zg-9,na1-z1n/ adj © After hours of 
agonizing debate, the membership rejected the 
proposal. 


agony /‘eg-:a-ni/ n [C/U] extreme physical or 
mental pain or suffering, or a period of such suf- 
fering © [U] They put her on painkillers, but they 
didn’t do enough, and she was in agony. 


Agrarian Revolution /o'grer-i:-an/ on 
world history a big change in British AGRICULTURE 
in the 18th century that increased food production 


agree /a'gri:/ v 1 to have the same opinion, or 
to accept a suggestion or idea © [I] / agree with 
you. © [I] We all agree on that point. © [+ to infini- 
tive] In settling the dispute, he agreed to pay 
$60,000 in damages. © [+ that clause] Most econ- 
omists agree that it would be unwise to cut taxes 
right now. © [I] Both sides agreed to the terms of the 
peace treaty. © [I] | agree with letting children learn 
at their own pace. 2 lf two sets of information 
agree, they are generally the same: [I] Since their 
stories did not agree at all, he knew one of them was 
lying. 
agreeable /a'gri:-a-bal/ adj 1 acceptable or sat- 
isfactory © We prefer to reach a solution agreeable 
to all interested parties. 2 Someone who is agree- 
able to doing something is willing to do it: We can 
close the deal tomorrow if your client is agreeable. 
agreement /a'‘gri:-mant/ n [C/U] the condition 
of having the same opinion, or a decision or ar- 
rangement between two or more people or 
groups to do something or to obey the same rules 
© [C] a new trade agreement © [U] Both sides were 
in agreement on the basic terms, but many details 
still had to be worked out. © [C] Leaders of both 
countries signed an agreement to exchange diplo- 
mats. © [U] Let us help you to reach agreement. 
>» Usage: accept or agree? at ACCEPT 


WORD FAMILY agree 


Nouns agreement Verbs 


disagreement 


agree 
disagree 


Adverbs 


Adjectives agreeable 
disagreeable 


agreeably 


PHRASAL VERB with agree 


eagree with someone to cause someone to feel 
healthy and happy © You both look great — marriage 
must agree with you. © The fish dinner on our flight 
did not agree with me (= made me feel ill). 


agreeable /a'gri:--bal/ adj pleasant; pleasing 
© She has an agreeable personality. 
agreeably /a'gri:-a-bli/ adv [not gradable] with 
enjoyment or pleasure © They were agreeably sur- 
prised to see that he’d come after all. 
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agriculture 20 


agriculture /'zg-ra,kal-tfar/ n[U] the practice 
or work of farming © Agriculture and tourism are 
both important to the region’s economy. 
agricultural /,zeg-ra'kal-tfa-ral/ adj © Chicago 
was an important shipping point for agricultural 
products and livestock. 


aground /9'graund/ adv [not gradable] touch- 
ing the ground below the water © The tanker ran 
aground and leaked 11 million gallons of crude oil. 
© USAGE: Used to describe a ship that has become 
stuck in the water. 


ah /a/ exclamation used to show a sudden feeling, 
such as one of surprise, pleasure, or understanding 
© Ah, so that’s what the problem was! 


aha /a'ha, a'ha/ exclamation used to express plea- 

sure at suddenly understanding or learning the 
truth about something © Aha! We've found the 
solution! 


ahead IN FRONT /a'hed/ adv [not gradable] 1 
directly in front O She only had a few things in her 
shopping cart, so | told her she could go ahead of me 
in the checkout line. 2 Ahead also means further 
along in development or achievement: Sophie is 
way ahead of the rest of her class. 


IN THE FUTURE /a'hed/ adv in or into the future o 
We have a lot of hard work ahead of us. © You have 
to plan ahead when you're thinking of going to 
graduate school. 


IDIOMS with ahead 


eahead of time in advance © We had a date for 
lunch, and | said I’d call her ahead of time to decide 
where. 

eahead of your time having very modern ideas © 
He was way ahead of his time in realizing the im- 
portance of being able to record sound. 


ahold IDIOM /a'ould/ 
eget ahold of to communicate with someone by 
phone © /’m trying to get ahold of some of these 
people for our meeting tomorrow. 


aid @ /eid/ n [C/U] 1 help or support, or some- 
thing that provides it © [U] He gets around with the 
aid of a cane. © [U] She went to the aid of a man 
trapped in his car. 0 [C] A good dictionary can be a 
useful aid to understanding a new language. 2 Aid 
is often used to refer to help given in the form of 
food, money, medical supplies, etc., to a country 
or group of people that is in need or because of 
an emergency: [U] foreign aid © [U] Aid for the flood 
victims was on the way. 
aid €9 /eid/ v [T] © The project is designed to aid 
the homeless. © He was aided in his research by his 
knowledge of Greek. 


aide /eid/ n [C] a person whose job is to help 

someone important, such as a member of a gov- 
ernment or a military officer of high rank © The 
senator asked an aide to distribute copies of his 
speech. 


AIDS /e1dz/ n [U] abbreviation for acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (= serious disease caused by 
a virus that destroys the body’s natural protection 
from infection and can result in death) 


ail /eil/ v [I/T] to feel or cause someone to feel ill, 
unhealthy, or weak © [T] | don’t know what’s ailing 
her. 
ailing /‘er-ling/ adj [not gradable] unhealthy or 
weak, and not getting any better © The plan was 
supposed to give a boost to our ailing economy. 
ailment /'erl-mant/ n [C] an illness or health 
problem © a respiratory/stomach ailment 


aim POINT /eim/ v [I/T] 1 to point or direct a 
weapon or other object toward someone or some- 
thing © [T] | turned and saw a big man aiming a 
camera at me. 2 To aim something Is also to direct 
it toward someone whom you want to influence 
or toward achieving something: [T] These ads are 
aimed at young people. 
aim /eim/ n[U] the act of pointing a weapon to- 
ward something © She raised her bow, took aim, 
and hit the bull’s-eye. 

INTEND /eim/ v [I] to plan for a specific purpose; 
intend © The measures are aimed at preserving fam- 
ily life. O This book is not aimed at the serious reader. 
aim /eim/ n[C] a result that your plans or actions 
are intended to achieve © The commission’s aim 
was to convince workers of their extreme importance 
in ship production. 
aimless /‘erm-las/ adj without having any clear 
purpose or specific reason © aimless violence 
aimlessly /‘e1m-la-sli/ adv 
aimlessness /‘e1m-la-snas/ n [U] 


WORD FAMILY aim 


Nouns aim 
aimlessness 


Verbs aim 


Adverbs aimlessly 


Adjectives aimless 


ain’t /eint/ contraction of am not, is not, are not, 
has not, or have not © “/s Terry here?” “No, he ain’t 
coming in today.” O USAGE: This word is not con- 
sidered to be correct English by many people. 


air GAS /er, zr/ n[U] 1 the mixture of gases that 
surrounds the earth and that we breathe © Let’s go 
outside for some fresh air. 2 Air pressure is the force 
that air produces when it presses against any 
surface. 

airless /'er-las, ‘'zer-/ adj having little or no air 
from outside, and having no movement of air © 
My hotel room was small, airless, and uncomfort- 
able. © USAGE: Used to describe an inside space. 


SPACE ABOVE /er, zer/ n [U] the space above, esp. 
high above, the ground © Keith kicked the football 
high in the air. 


FLIGHT /er, zer/ n[U] flight above the ground, esp. 
in an aircraft © air travel© You can get there by train, 
but it’s faster by air. 


BROADCAST /er, zer/ v[I/T] to broadcast something 
on radio or television © [T] The game will be aired 
at 9 p.m. tomorrow. 
air /er, zr/ n[U] 1 a program or a person on the 
air is broadcasting on radio or television: © His 
show is on the air from 8:00 to 8:30 every Tuesday 
night. 2 A program or person that is not broad- 
casting on radio or television is off the air. 
airing /‘er-1n, ‘aer-/ n[C] © The third airing of the 
miniseries will begin next week. 


ez bat | a hot | ai bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


alarm 


MAKE KNOWN /er, zr/ v[T] to make your opinions 
or complaints known to other people © The meet- 
ing gave us a chance to air our complaints. 

MANNER /er, zer/ n [C] a manner or appearance © 
She had an air of confidence. 

CLEAN /er, er/ v [I/T] to let air from outside come 
in a room or other inside space to make it smell 
cleaner, or to put something outside in the air to 
make it smell cleaner © [M] Let’s open some win- 
dows and air out this place. 


air bag 1 [C] a device in a vehicle that very 
quickly fills with air in order to protect the driver 
or a passenger from injury when the vehicle is in- 
volved in an accident 


air base n[C] a place for the storage, operation, 
and care of military aircraft 


airborne /'er-bo:rn, 'zr-, -bourn/ adj [not grad- 
able] in the air, or carried by air or wind or by an 
aircraft © The plane was not yet airborne when the 
engine failed. 


air-conditioned adj cooled, or equipped 
with a system for cooling © The restaurant is air- 
conditioned. © USAGE: Used to describe a room, 
building, or vehicle. 


air conditioner n [C] a machine that cools a 
room, building, or vehicle 


air conditioning 1 [U] a system for cooling 
a room, building, or vehicle 


aircraft /‘er-krzeft, 'zer-/ n [C] pl aircraft 1 any 
vehicle made to fly 2 An aircraft carrier is a large 
ship with a long, flat surface where military aircraft 
can take off and land. 


airfare /'er-fer, ‘zer-faer/ n [C] the price of a trip 
by aircraft 


air force n [C] the part of a country’s military 
forces using aircraft 


airlift /‘er-Iift, ‘zer-/ n[C] an operation organized 
to move supplies or people by aircraft to or from 
a place, esp. in a difficult or dangerous situation © 
Officials are planning an airlift of animal feed to the 
area hit by early winter snowfalls. 
airlift /‘er-lift, 'zer-/ v [T] © They airlifted food and 
supplies to people stranded on the snow-covered 
mountains. 


airline /‘er-lain, ‘zr-,/ n[C] a business that op- 
erates regular services for carrying passengers or 
goods by aircraft 


airliner /'er lai-nar, 'zr-,/ n [C] a large passen- 
ger aircraft 


airmail /‘er-meil, ‘zr-,/ n [U] a system of send- 
ing letters and packages by aircraft 


air mass n[C] earth science a large area of air 
that has nearly the same temperature and HUMID- 
ITY at any height 


airplane /‘er-plein, ‘zr-,/ n [C] a vehicle with 
wings, powered by engines and having the ability 
to fly 


airport /‘er-poirt, ‘zr-, -pourt/ n [C] a place 
where aircraft regularly take off and land, with 
buildings for passengers and flight management 


air raid n[C] an attack by enemy aircraft, usually 
dropping bombs 


airsick /'er-sik, 'zer-/ adj having the feeling that 
you will vomit because of the movement of an air- 
craft you are traveling in 


airtight /‘er-tait, ‘zer-,/ adj completely shut so 
that no air can get in or out © Put the cookies inan 
airtight jar to keep them fresh. 


airtime /‘er-taim, ‘zr-,/ n [U] the amount of 
time that someone or something has on television 
or radio © The candidates complained that they 
weren't given enough airtime to debate the issues. 


airwaves /‘er-weivz, ‘zr-,/ p! nthe radio waves 
used for broadcasting radio and television pro- 
grams, or more generally, radio or television 
broadcasting © The president took to the airwaves 
to explain the reasons for going to war. 


airy /'er-i, 'zr-i/ adj spacious and light © The new 
offices are bright and airy. 


aisle /ail/ n [C] a long, narrow space between 
rows of seats in an aircraft, theater, church, etc., 
or between the rows of shelves in a store 


ajar /a'd3ar/ adj almost shut; slightly open 0 / left 
the door ajar so that | could hear the baby. © USAGE: 
Used to describe the position of a door. 


aka /,e1,ke1'e1/ abbreviation for also known as (= 
having as another name) © James Brown, aka “the 
Godfather of Soul,” is one of my musical heroes. 


akin /a'kin/ adj having some of the same quali- 
ties; similar © They speak a language akin to French. 


a la carte /,zl-9'kart, ,al-/ adj, adv [not grada- 
ble] choosing separate foods in a restaurant rather 
than having a complete meal © You get more 
choices if you order a la carte. 


alacrity /a'lzek-rat-i/ n [U] speed and interest © 
He invited us all to visit, and we agreed with alacrity. 


a la mode /,z!-9'moud, ,al-/ adj served with 
ice cream © pie a la mode 


alarm ANXIETY /a'larm/ n [U] sudden anxiety 
and fear, esp. that something very bad or danger- 
ous might happen © Nicholas detected a note of 
alarm in her voice. 

alarm /a'larm/ v [T] © Guests were sometimes 
alarmed to learn that we never locked the doors of 
the house. 

alarming /a'lar-min/ adj © Stock prices began to 
rise at an alarming rate. 

alarmist /9'lar-mast/ n [C] a person who com- 
municates anxiety and fear, esp. unnecessarily © 
Some in the insurance industry consider Weiss an 
alarmist, but others think his predictions are 
accurate. ; 


WARNING /2'larm/ n [C] a warning signal such as 
a loud noise or flashing light that gets your im- 
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alarm clock 


Zi 


OEE 


mediate attention, or a device that produces such 
a signal © Firefighters said the tragedy could have 
been avoided if the house had had smoke alarms. 


alarm clock n [C] a clock that you can set to 
make a noise at a particular time, esp. to wake you 
from sleep 


alas /a'lzs/ exclamation old use used to express 
sadness or regret O Alas! What are we to do now? 


albeit © /o:\'bi:-at, zl-/ conjunction despite the 
stated thing; although © The nation is adapting, 
albeit slowly, to the new global economy. 


albino /el'bai-nou/ n [C] plalbinos a person or 
animal having a condition that causes their skin 
and hair to appear white or very pale 


album RECORDING /‘z!-bam/n[C] a recording 
of several pieces of music 0 Her new album includes 
two hit singles. 


BOOK /'zl-bam/ n[C] a book with pages for keep- 
ing photographs or other paper objects that you 
have collected and may want to look at in the 
future 


alcohol /‘zI-ka,ho:l/ n [U] 1 a liquid that is pro- 
duced in making wine, beer, and LIQUOR and that 
can cause changes in behavior in people who drink 
it © Most wines contain about 12% alcohol. 2 chem- 
istry Alcohol is also any of a group of similar chem- 
ical substances used as SOLVENTS (= substances 
that dissolve others) and in fuel and medicines. 
alcoholic /,zl-ka'ho:-Itk, -'hal-1k/ adj © alcoholic 
content 
alcoholic /,zel-ka'ho:-lk, -'hal-1k/ n [C] a person 
who is unable to give up the habit of drinking too 
much alcohol 
alcoholism /‘zl-ka,ho: ,liz-am, -,hal 1z-/ n [U] 
the condition of being unable to stop drinking too 
much alcohol, often causing you to be unable to 
live and work in society 


alcove /‘zI-kouv/, recess n[C] a small space in a 
room, formed by one part of a wall being farther 
back than the parts on each side 


aldehyde /‘zl-da,hard/ n [C] chemistry a 
chemical substance that is made from alcohol 


alderman /'s:|-dar-man/ n [C] p! -men an 
elected member of some city governments 


ale /e1l/ n[C] a type of beer, esp. one that is darker 
and more bitter than other beers 


alert /a'Isrt/ adj quick to see, understand, and act 
in a particular situation © When you're driving, you 
must stay alert. 0 We had to be alert to any danger 
signs in the economy. 
alert /a'Isrt/ n [C/U] a warning to people to get 
ready to deal with something dangerous © [U] The 
police were on the alert for (= watching carefully for) 
any sign of trouble. 
alert /a'lart/ v[T] © The auto company mailed let- 
ters to owners of that model car, alerting them of 
safety risks. 


alga /‘zl-ga/ n [C usually pl] p/ algae biology a 
very simple plant that grows in or near water and 
does not have ordinary leaves or roots 


algebra /‘zl-d32-bra/ n [U] mathematics a part 
of mathematics in which signs and letters repre- 
sent numbers 
algebraic /,zl-d3a'bre1-1k/ adj mathematics 0 
algebraic numbers 
algebraically /,zl-d3a'brer-1-kli/ adv mathe- 
matics © Solve the equation algebraically. 


algorithm /‘z!-ga ,r15-am/ n[C] mathematics 
a list of instructions for solving a problem 


alias /‘et-li:-as/ adv, n[C] a false name that some- 
one is known by 0 He admitted that the name Ru- 
pert Sharp was an alias. © Paul Sopworth, alias (= 
also known as) Rupert Sharp, went to prison today. 


alibi /‘zl-9,bat/ n[C] 1 proof that someone who 
is thought to have committed a crime could not 
have done it, esp. the fact or claim that the person 
was in another place at the time the crime hap- 
pened 2 An alibi is also an excuse for something: 
You're late again — what's your alibi this time? 


alien /‘et-li:-an/ n[C] 1 a person who lives in a 
country but is not a CITIZEN (= member of a coun- 
try with specific rights) 2 An alien is also a creature 
from a planet other than Earth. 
alien /'et-li:-an/ adj coming from a different 
country, race, or group; foreign © alien customs 


alienate /‘er-li:-a,neit/ v [T] to cause a person 
or people to stop supporting someone or to stop 
feeling welcome © All these changes to the news- 
paper have alienated its old readers. 
alienation /,er-li:-a'nei-Jan/ n [U] © The alien- 
ation of young adults has lowered the number of 
people who vote. 


alight GET OUT /a'latt/ v [I] to get out of a ve- 
hicle © He helped her alight from the train. 


TO LAND /9'lart/ v [I] to come down from the air 
and land © The butterfly alighted on a flower. 


align /o'latn/ v[T] to put two or more things into 
a straight line © You need to align the numbers prop- 
erly in a column. © (fig.) Business leaders are aligned 
with (= agree with) the president on this issue. 
alignment /a‘lain-mant/ n [C/U] © [U] You hear 
that noise because the wheels are out of alignment. 


alike SIMILAR /a'latk/ adj similar; like each other 
© You and your father don’t look very much alike. 


EQUALLY /a'latk/ adv [only after n] [not gradable] 
equally; both © She received hundreds of letters of 
support from friends and strangers alike. 


alimony /‘zl-3,mou-ni/ n[U] a regular amount 
of money that a court of law orders a person to 
pay to his or her partner after a DIVORCE (= mar- 
riage that has legally ended) or a legal separation 


alive /a'laiv/ adj [not gradable] 1 living; having 
life; not dead © | survived the accident with minor 
injuries, and | was happy to be alive. 2 Alive can also 
mean active and energetic or exciting: The club 
really comes alive on weekends. 


IDIOM with alive 


ealive and well, alive and kicking still full of energy 
and activity © Traditional jazz is still alive and well 
in Chicago. 


ze bat | a hot | at bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov ge | u put | ur rude | a cut | a alone 


23 allergy 


alkali /‘zl-ka ,lai/ n [C] p/ alkalis, alkalies chem- 
istry a substance that has the opposite effect or 
chemical behavior of an acid 
alkaline /‘zl-ka ,lain/ adj 


alkali metal n [C] chemistry any of a group of 
soft, white metals that are chemical elements and 
react easily with other substances 


alkane /'zl kein/n[C] chemistry any of a group 
of substances that contain only the elements car- 
bon and HYDROGEN, which are held together by 
a single CHEMICAL BOND 


alkene /‘zl ki:n/ n{C] chemistry any of a group 
of substances that contain only the elements car- 
bon and HYDROGEN, which are held together by 
a CHEMICAL BOND in which two atoms share two 
pairs of ELECTRONS 


all EVERY ONE /2:|/ adj every one of, or the com- 
plete number of © All four of her children are under 
six. © Not all my friends approved of what | did. © All 
but the weakest plants survived the hot weather. 
all /o:l/ pronoun 1 All of her children have gradu- 
ated from high school. 2 All also means the one 
thing: Speed is all that matters. © All | need is a hot 
shower. 

COMPLETELY /9:I/ adv (not gradable] 1 completely 
© This coat is all wool. © Is the milk all gone? © Did 
you drink it all? © Don't get all upset. 2 All is also 
used after a number to mean that both teams or 
players in a game have equal points: The score at 
halftime was 10 all. 3 All over is everywhere in a 
place or area: Soon the news was all over town. © 
There were these tiny little blue flowers growing all 
over. 
all /o:I/ adj [not gradable] © /’ve been trying all day 
to contact you. 


USAGE 
all 


Do not use the when you use all followed by a 
period of time. 
all day/morning/week/year/summer 


all-the-day/merning/week/year/stummer 


IDIOMS with al! 


eall along from the beginning of a period of time 
© Do you think he’s been lying to us all along? 

eall but almost completely © In some places, bus 
service has all but disappeared. 

e all manner of fm/a great variety of © He’s survived 
all manner of difficulties. 

eall of only or just © His book has sold all of 200 
copies. © USAGE: Used to emphasize how few or 
how little of something there is. 

eall of a sudden, all at once quickly and without 
warning © All of a sudden we heard a loud noise. 
enot all that not very, or not really 0 The game of 
football is not all that complicated 

e all the time in the world lots of time, especially 
enough to do something fully or well 0 Don’t hurry 
— we have all the time in the world. 

eall told in total o There were 550 people there all 
told. 


e all too more than is desirable 0 The week passed 
all too quickly, and it was time to go back home. 
eall very well, all well and good good, but not 
good enough or not good in every situation 0 A 
high-fiber diet is all very well for an adult, but it’s 
totally wrong for a child. 

eof all people, of all things/places especially © / 
thought that you, of all people, would believe me! 
eon all fours having both knees and hands on the 
ground © Shirelle was on all fours, looking for her 
contact lens. 


Allah /'zl-9, ‘al-9, a'la/ n[U] the Islamic name for 
God 


all-American /,9:-lo'mer-1-kan, -'meer-/ adj 
having or showing the values that are typical of 
the US, or made up completely of the best Amer- 
ican things or people © He made the all-American 
team in his last two years of college. 
all-American, All-American /,2:-lo'mer-1-kan, 
-'meer-/ n [C] © He was a great athlete, and an ac- 
ademic all-American as well. 


all-around § /'s:-la,raund/, all-round = /‘o:1- 
raund/ adj [not gradable] having a good variety of 
skills or abilities © Gretzky was an all-around great 
hockey player. 


allay /z'le1, -/ v[T] to make a negative emotion 
less strong or a problem less difficult © / was ner- 
vous, but seeing her allayed my fears. 


allege /a'led3/ v [T] to state that something bad 
is a fact without giving proof © School districts are 
alleging the state has not continued to finance 
schools adequately. © USAGE: Usually used to de- 
scribe legal matters. 
alleged /a'led3d/ adj [not gradable] © the alleged 
crime/incident/wrongdoing 
allegedly /a'led3-ad-li/ adv [not gradable] © The 
company is being investigated for allegedly falsifying 
sales records. 
allegation /,zl-a'ger-san/ n [C] a statement, 
made without giving proof, that someone has 
done something wrong or illegal © The allegations 
of corruption were not true. © USAGE: Usually used 
to describe legal matters. 


allegiance /o'li:-d3ans/ n [C/U] support for a 
leader, country, group, or belief o [U] For many 
here, allegiance to the local community comes first. 


allegory [‘eel-a,goir-i, -,gour-i/ n [C/U] litera- 
ture a story, play, poem, picture, or other work in 
which the characters and events represent partic- 
ular moral, religious, or political qualities or ideas 
allegorical /,zl-9'go:r-1-kal, -'gar-/ adj © Apples 
represent people in this allegorical contest between 
wilderness and civilization. 


allele /o'li:|/ n [C] biology one of two or more 
GENES (= part of a cell that controls characteristics) 
that is found in the same position in a CHROMO- 
SOME (= cell structure), and so produces a partic- 
ular characteristic such as eye color 


allergy /‘zl-ar-d3i/ nC] a condition that causes 
illness when someone eats certain foods or 
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touches or breathes in certain substances © Your 
rash is caused by an allergy to peanuts. 
allergic /a'l3r-d3ik/ adj ° I’m allergic to cats. 


alleviate /o'li:-vi: e1t/ v [T] to make pain or 
problems less severe O The medicine did nothing to 
alleviate her discomfort. 


alley /‘el-i/, alleyway /‘zl-i: ,wer/ n [C] a narrow 
road or path between buildings, esp. between the 
backs of buildings © / ran down the alley and up the 
back stairs. 


alliance /o'lai-ans/ n [C/U] politics & govern- 
ment a group of countries, political parties, or peo- 
ple who work together because of shared interests 
or aims, or the act of forming such a group © [C] 
Switzerland does not belong to any military alliance. 
O [U] Alliance against our common enemy is our only 
hope for survival. 


allied /‘zl-aid, a'laid/ adj See at ALLY. 


alligator /'z!l-9 ,gert-ar/, short form gator n[C] a 
large, hard-skinned REPTILE (= type of animal) with 
a long nose that is shorter and slightly wider than 
that of a CROCODILE and which lives in and near 
rivers and lakes in the parts of the US and China 


all-important adj [not gradable] more im- 
portant than anything else © For this sauce, fresh 
basil is the all-important ingredient. 


all-inclusive adj [not gradable] including all re- 
lated things, esp. expenses © an all-inclusive vaca- 
tion package 


alliteration /9-l1t-9'rer-fan/ n [U] English the 
repetition of consonants at the beginning of two 
or more words, as in “live and learn” 


allocate © /‘zl-9,keit/ v [T] to give something 
as a share of a total amount © State funds will not 
be allocated to the program next year. 
allocation @ /,zl-a'ker-fan/ n [C/U] the act or 
process of giving out parts of a whole, or a part 
given out in this way © [U] The allocation of space 
in this office is unusual. 


allot /o'lat/ v [T] -tt- to give a share of something 
for a particular purpose © The board allotted $5000 
to the recreation center. 
allotted /a'lat-ad/ adj [not gradable] © Use only 
the allotted time. 
allotment /a'lat-mant/ n [C/U] © [U] There are 
huge differences in the allotment of highway funds 
around the state. 


allotrope /‘zl-a ,troup/ n [C] chemistry one of 
many forms of a chemical element, for example, 
coal and GRAPHITE (= substance used in pencils) 
are different forms of carbon 


allow PERMIT /a'lau/ v [T] to let someone do 
something or let something happen; permit © 
You're not allowed to talk during the exam. © Are you 
allowed in the building on weekends? © Video links 
allow rural schoolchildren to be taught by teachers 
hundreds of miles away. 
allowable /a'lau-a-bal/ adj © Our well water has 
nitrates above the allowable level. 


USAGE 
allow or let? 
Allow and let have similar meanings. Allow is 
used in both formal and informal situations, es- 
pecially when talking about rules and laws. It 
is used in the verb pattern allow + object + to 
infinitive. 

The new legislation allows companies to 

charge for this service. 

We can’t allow this situation to continue. 
Let is not used in formal situations. It is only 
used in informal and spoken situations and is 
used in the verb pattern let + object + infinitive 
without to. 

Dad won't let her drive his car. 

She let her hair grow longer. 


Ded-wen-tlet-her-te-drive his-car. 


WORD CHOICES allow 


A common alternative to the verb “allow” is 
let. 


She wanted to go but her parents wouldn't let 
her. 
A more formal word for “allow” is permit. 
Eating is not permitted in any part of the 
building. 
If someone in authority allows something, you 
can use the verb authorize. 
Who authorized this expenditure? 
You can use go-ahead or green light to say that 
someone in an official job allows a plan to 
happen. 
The city council has given the green light to 
the new shopping mall. 
The government has given the go-ahead for a 
multibillion-dollar highway project. 


MAKE AVAILABLE /9'lau/ v [T] to make it possible 
for something to be done or to happen © He didn’t 
allow enough time to finish the test. O Be sure to 
allow room in your bags for the souvenirs youll want 
to bring home. 
allowance /a'lau-ans/ n [C] 1 the amount of 
something available or needed for a particular pur- 
pose © What is the recommended daily allowance of - 
vitamin A? 2 An allowance is also money given by 
parents to a child every week that the child can 
spend. 


PHRASAL VERB with allow 


e allow for something to take something into con- 
sideration; to plan for something © Does your in- 
surance allow for home nursing care? 


alloy /‘zl 21, 9'lo1/ n [C] chemistry a metal that 
is made by mixing together two or more metals, 
or a metal and another substance 


all right SATISFACTORY, not standard alright 
/o:I'rart/ adj, adv [not gradable] (in a way that is) 
satisfactory or acceptable © The movie was all right 
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alone 


— not great, though. © Are you managing all right in 
your new job? 

SAFE, not standard alright /o:\'rait/ adj, adv [not 
gradable] safe, well, or not harmed © She was really 
sick for a while but she’s all right now. 


AGREED, not standard alright /9:I''rart, ‘os: 'rart/ excla- 
mation, adj [not gradable] used to show that 
something is agreed, understood, or acceptable © 
I‘d rather not go to Jane’s party if that’s all right with 
you. 

CERTAINLY, not standard alright /9:|'rait/ adv [not 
gradable] infm/ certainly or without any doubt © 
“Are you sure he was the guy you saw?” “Oh, he was 
the guy all right.” 


VERY GOOD, not standard alright /9:| 'rait/ exclama- 
tion infm! used to express praise or happiness over 
what has been said or done © “Did you hear | won 
that writing contest?” “All right!” 


IDIOM with all right 


ethat’s all right, it’s all right do not worry; every- 
thing is OK © “Excuse me, I’m sorry.” “That’s all 
right.” © USAGE: Used to answer someone who has 
just thanked you for something or just said they 
are sorry for something they did. 


all-star adj [not gradable] involving the best 
players or performers © He has played in the last 
five all-star games and won six straight Gold Gloves. 


allude to someone/something /a'lu:d-ta, 
-tu, -,tu:/ phrasal verb to mention someone or 
something in a brief or indirect way © He alluded 
to problems with the new computers. 


allure /a'lur/ n(U] attraction, charm, or excite- 
ment © The allure of the stage drew him back to 
acting. 
alluring /a'lur-1p/ adj © There’s something alluring 
about motorcycles. 


allusion /a'lu:-3an/ n [C] literature a brief or 
indirect reference © He made some allusion to the 
years they lived apart. 


ally /‘zl-ai, a'lai/ n [C] politics & government a 
country that has agreed to give help and support 
to another, esp. during a war, or a person who 
helps and supports someone else 
ally /a'lat, ‘eel-ar/ v [T always + adv/prep] © / re- 
fused to ally myself with that mob. 
allied /‘ael-ard, a'lard/ adj connected, esp. by 
having many things in common © allied forces © It 
takes a lot of enthusiasm allied with a love of children 
to make a good teacher. 


alma mater /,z!-ma'mat-ar, ,al-/ n [C usually 
sing] the school, college, or university where you 
studied, or the official song of a school, college, or 
university © Former students are asked to donate 
money to their alma mater. 


almanac /'s:|-ma,nak, ‘zl-/ n[C] a book pub- 
lished every year that contains facts and informa- 
tion, esp. tables showing the days, weeks, and 
months, important holidays, and times when the 
sun and moon rise, or a book containing facts and 


information about a particular subject © a baseball 
almanac 


almighty /9:|'mait-i/ adj [not gradable] 1 hav- 
ing the power to do everything © the Almighty Cre- 
ator 2 Almighty also means very strong and 
powerful: the almighty dollar 
Almighty /o:|'mait-i/ n [U] God © We asked the 
Almighty for mercy. 


almond /'3:-mand, 's:I-; 'am-and, ‘al-mand/ n 
[C] an edible, oval nut with a hard shell, or the tree 
that it grows on 


almost /'s:|-moust, 3:l'moust/ adv [not grada- 
ble] nearly but not quite © /t‘// cost almost as much 
to repair your computer as to buy a new one. © We 
were bitten by mosquitoes almost every night. 


alms /amz, almz/ pl n old use clothing, food, or 
money that is given to poor people 


aloft /a'ls:ft/ adv [not gradable] in the air or ina 
higher position © Her kite remained aloft for hours. 


alone WITHOUT PEOPLE /2'loun/ adj, adv with- 

out other people © She decided to climb the moun- 
tain alone. © We can discuss your proposal when 
we're alone (= when other people present have 
left). 


CONFUSABLES 
alone or lonely? 


Alone means that no other person is with you. 
| prefer working alone - | hate crowded 
offices. 
Do not confuse with lonely, which means feel- 
ing sad because you are alone. 


She’s been feeling very lonely since her 
husband died. 


Lprefer-werkingtonely. 


WORD CHOICES alone 


The phrase on your own is often used instead 
of “alone.” 

I like living on my own. 

If you do something without the help of any- 
one else, you could use (all) by yourself, single- 
handed, or unaided. 

She had made the meal by herself/unaided. 

He has raced sailboats both as part of a crew 

and single-handed. 
Unaccompanied can be used when someone 
goes somewhere alone. 

To everyone’s great surprise, the princess 

arrived at the ball unaccompanied. 
If someone feels very sad because of being 
alone, you could use the words lonely or 
isolated. 

She felt very lonely without him. 

Older people can often feel very isolated. 
Someone who lives alone and does not like go- 
ing out or talking to people can be described 
as a recluse. 

He is a millionaire recluse who refuses to give 

interviews. 
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ONLY /9'loun/ adj [not gradable] without any oth- 
ers, or only O | based my decision on her recommen- 
dation alone. 


along BESIDE /a'lo:n/ prep 1 in the same direc- 
tion as, or beside © We walked along the canal path. 
2 Along also means at a particular point or contin- 
uing to go on: My office is the third door along the 
hallway on the left. 


FORWARD /a'lo:n/ adv [not gradable] toward a di- 
rection or goal; forward © You wait ages for a bus, 
then three come along all at once. © How far along 
are you with your homework? 


WITH OTHERS /a'lo:n/ adv [not gradable] with the 
person or persons already mentioned 0 Why don’t 
you take him along? 


IDIOMS with along 


ealong the same lines similar © My sister works in 
publishing, and I'm hoping to do something along 
the same lines. 

ealong the way 1 during a particular period of 
time © I've been here for thirty years, and I've picked 
up a lot of experience along the way. 2 Along the 
way also means while traveling from one place to 
another place: / drove from Texas to Maine, and | 
met a lot of interesting people along the way. 
ealong with someone/something in addition to 
someone or something else © Now we’ve got hos- 
pital bills along with our usual expenses. 


alongside /3'l2:n,said/ prep, adv [not gradable] 
beside, or together with © They put out cookies 
alongside the cake. 


aloof /a'lu:f/ adj, adv not taking part in things, 
esp. in a way that seems unfriendly © /s she aloof 
and arrogant or just shy? © When they argued, | re- 
mained aloof. 


aloud /a'laud/ adv [not gradable] in a voice loud 
enough to be heard © | wondered aloud whether it 
would be worth the wait. 


alphabet /‘zl-fa ,bet/ n (C] writing a set of let- 
ters arranged in a fixed order that is used for writ- 
ing a language © the Cyrillic/Hebrew alphabet 
alphabetical /,zl-fa'bet-1-kal/, alphabetic /,zl- 
fa'bet-1k/ adj [not gradable] © The names are in 
alphabetical order. 
alphabetically /,zl-fa'bet-1-kli/ adv [not grad- 
able] © Recipes are arranged alphabetically by type 
of food. 
alphabetic adj [not gradable] writing An alpha- 
betic language has a letter or combinations of let- 
ters and marks to represent each speech sound in 
the language. 


alpha particle /‘zl-fa/ n [C] physics a very 
small unit of matter with a positive electrical 
CHARGE STORE ENERGY that is sent out by some 
RADIOACTIVE substances 


alpine /'z!I-pain/ adj relating to high mountains, 
esp. the Alps (= the highest mountains in Europe) 
© Alpine skiing © an alpine meadow 


already />:\'red-i/ adv [not gradable] 1 earlier 
than the time expected, in a short time, or before 


the present time © Are you planning a summer trip 
already? It’s only September! 0 I’ve already seen that 
movie. 2 Already can also mean now: It’s bad 
enough already — don’t make it any worse. 


alright /s:\'rait, '>:l-rart/ exclamation, adj, adv 
[not gradable] not standard ALL RIGHT 


also /'s:|-sou/ adv [not gradable] 1 in addition © 
She's a photographer and also writes books. 2 Also 
can also mean similarly: That’s funny, I'm also ona 
diet. 


altar /'>:|-tar/ n (C] a type of table used in reli- 
gious ceremonies 


altar boy, female altar girl n[C] a boy or girl who 
helps a priest in worship services 


alter © /'s:|-tar/ v [I/T] to change a characteris- 
tic, often slightly, or to cause this to happen © [T] 
The coat was too long, so | took it back to the store 
to have it altered. 
alterable @ /‘s:|-ta-ra-bal/ adj 
alteration @ /,2:l-ta'rer-fan/n [C/U] O[C] | had 
to make some alterations in my research paper. 


altercation /,2:|-tar'ker-Jan/ n [C] a loud ar- 
gument or disagreement © Phil got into an alter- 
cation with his partner. 


alternate © /'s:|-tar neit/ v [I/T] to cause two 
things to happen or exist one after the other © [I] 
The children alternated between being excited and 
being tired. © [T] | like to alternate physical and in- 
tellectual activities. 
alternate @ /‘s:l-tar-nat/ adj [not gradable] 
every second, or every other © | visit my father on 
alternate weekends. O USAGE: Used only about sets 
of two. 
alternate © /':\-tar-nat/ n [C] one that can 
take the place of another © David was too sick to 
attend, so Janet served as his alternate. 
alternately /‘o:I-tar-nat-li/ adv in a manner in 
which two things each replace the other © The 
movie is alternately depressing and amusing. 


alternating current n[U] physics a form of 
electricity that regularly changes direction as it 
flows, and that is the form of electricity used in 
homes and buildings 


alternative © /5:\'t3r-nat-1v/ n[C] something 
that is different, esp. from what is usual; a choice ~ 
© You can make it look good by comparing it to a 
crummy alternative. © | have no alternative but to 
ask you to leave. 
alternative © /o:1'tar-nat-1v/ adj [not gradable] 
1 People stay because they don’t have alternative 
opportunities. 2 Alternative medicine is a wide 
range of treatments for medical conditions that 
people use instead of, or with, Western medicine. 
alternatively © /o:l'tar-nat-tv-li/ adv [not 
gradable] © We could go to the Mexican restaurant, 
or alternatively (= instead of that), we could try that 
new Italian place. 


although /2:1'30u/ conjunction despite the fact 
that, or despite being © He decided to go, although 
! begged him not to. 
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altitude HEIGHT /‘zl-ta,tu:d/ n [C] earth sci- 
ence 1 height above sea level © The city of Denver 
is situated at an altitude of almost exactly one mile. 
2 Altitude is also the distance measured by an an- 
gle made by a point on the earth to a star and to 
the HORIZON (= place where earth and sky seem 
to meet). 


LINE /‘zel:to,tu:d/ geometry a SEGMENT (= part of 
a line) that is at a 90° angle to the side to which it 
is drawn 


alto /‘zl-tou/ n [C] pi altos a woman’s or boy’s 
singing voice in the range lower than a SOPRANO, 
or a person or musical instrument with this range 


altogether /,>:!-ta'ge-ar/ adv [not gradable] 
completely or in total © The train slowed down and 
then stopped altogether. © He was altogether ex- 
hausted. © Altogether, she gave away some $60 mil- 
lion in her lifetime. 


altruism /‘zl-tru 1z-am/ n [U] the attitude of 
caring about others and doing acts that help them 
although you do not get anything by doing those 
acts © Nobody believes those people are donating 
money to the president's party purely out of altruism. 
altruistic /,zl-tru'ts-tik/ adj © altruistic motives 


aluminum /2'lu::ma-nam/, Br aluminium /,2l- 
ju'min-i:-am/ n [UJ a light, silver-colored metal 
used esp. for making containers, cooking equip- 
ment, and aircraft parts 


alumni /9'lam,nai/ p! n men and women who 
have completed their studies, esp. at a college or 
university © a reunion of Yale alumni of the class of 
19900 Vassar alumni © USAGE: Alumni can be used 
to refer to men only, and in that case alumnae is 
used to refer to women only, but more often 
alumni is used to refer to either or both sexes 
where both attend the same school. The singular 
forms are alumnus for a man, and alumna for a 
woman. 


always /'s:|-wi:z, -we1z/ adv [not gradable] 1 
every time, all the time, or forever © He always en- 
joyed having dinner with friends. © You always try to 
do your best. © I’ll always remember her. © She’s al- 
ways (= very often) late. 2 Always is sometimes 
used after can or could to suggest another possi- 
bility: /f you don’t like what’s on TV, you can always 
change the channel. 


WORD CHOICES always 


If you use always to mean “again and again,” 
then you could also use constantly, continu- 
ally, forever, or the fixed expressions time after 
time or all the time. 

He’s constantly/forever losing his keys. 

I’m fed up with you making excuses all the 

time. 

The word invariably is a more formal way of 
saying always especially when talking about 
something you wish would not happen. 

The train is invariably late. 


amaze 


Consistently is used when something happens 
or someone does something in the same way 
again and again. 

He received consistently high marks 

throughout his school years. 

The fixed expression without fail can be used 
to show that someone always does something, 
even when it is difficult. 

He visited her every Sunday without fail. 


Alzheimer’s (disease) /‘s:Its |hai-marz (di 
zi:z)/ n [U] a disease that results in the gradual 
loss of memory, speech, movement, and the abil- 
ity to think clearly, and that is common esp. 
among older people 


am /zm, am, m/ v (used with !) BEO / am 48 years 
old. © | am getting ready now. 


AM /'e1'em/ n[U] abbreviation for amplitude mod- 
ulation (= one of two main types of radio waves 
used to broadcast in the US) © Most of the talk radio 
programs can be found on AM stations. © Compare 
FM 


a.m., A.M. /e1'em/ adv [not gradable] used when 
referring to a time between twelve o’clock at night 
and twelve o’clock in the middle of the day; past 
the middle of the night, or in the morning © We 
fly out of New York late in the evening and arrive in 
London at 7 a.m. the next morning. © Compare P.M. 


amalgamate /a'mzl-ga,meit/ v [I/T] to join 
together or unite, or to cause to join together © [I] 
The two towns amalgamated to combine their police 
and fire protection. © USAGE: describes the joining 
of separate organizations or groups 


amass /a'mes/ v[T] to gather a large amount of 
something, esp. money, by collecting it over a pe- 
riod of time © By the time he was 40, he had 
amassed a fortune. 


amateur /'zm-9,t3r, -a,tJur, -at-or/ adj taking 
part in an activity for pleasure and not as a job, or 
(of an activity) done for pleasure and not as a job 
© He was an amateur archaeologist. 0 Compare 
PROFESSIONAL at PROFESSION 
amateur /‘zm-9a,t3r, -a,tfur, -at-ar/ n [C] 1 The 
sailing competition is for wealthy amateurs. 2 An 
amateur is also someone who lacks skill in doing 
something: Some of the people who show up at 
practice shooting ranges are real amateurs. 0 Com- 
pare PROFESSIONAL at PROFESSION 
amateurish /,em-a't3ar-if, -'tfur1f/ adj per- 
formed without much skill © The movie drags along, 
made even worse by amateurish acting. 


amaze /s'meiz/ v [T] to cause someone to be 
extremely surprised © The prices they're getting for 
vegetables just amaze me. © I’m amazed at how well 
your little girl can read. 
amazement /a'meiz:mant/ n[U] © Much to my 
amazement, she liked the idea. 
amazing /a'mei-zin/ adj © It’s pretty amazing 
how much top athletes get paid. 
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WORD FAMILY amaze 


Nouns amazement Verbs amaze 


Adjectives amazed 
amazing 


Adverbs amazingly 


ambassador /zm ‘bes: ad-ar/ n[C] an official 
who represents his or her own country ina foreign 
country © the US ambassador to Sweden 


ambidextrous /,zm-b1'dek-stras/ adj able to 
use both your right and left hand equally well 


ambience, ambiance /‘zm-bi:-ans, ,am:bi: 
‘as/ n[U] the character of a place or the quality it 
seems to have © The city’s ambience, particularly on 
the waterfront, is changing quickly. 


ambiguity © /,2m-ba'gju:-at-i/ n [C/U] 1 a 
Situation or statement that is unclear because it 
can be understood in more than one way © [C] 
This is a first step toward clarifying things, but there 
are still many ambiguities. 2 literature Intentional 
ambiguity is the use of language or images to sug- 
gest more than one meaning at the same time, 
esp. IN a poem. 


ambiguous © /zm'big-j2-was/ adj having or 

expressing more than one possible meaning, 
sometimes intentionally © The movie's ending is 
ambiguous. 


ambition /zm'biJ-an/ n [C/U] a strong desire 
for success, achievement, power, or wealth © [C] 
His presidential ambitions were frustrated in the 
1980s. © [U] No one ever accused him of lacking 
ambition. 

ambitious /zm'brJ-as/ adj 1 Even as a young 
man he was ambitious and self-assured. 2 \f you de- 
scribe an activity as ambitious, you mean that it 
involves a lot of effort or expense: /t was an am- 
bitious project to restore the public parks. 


ambivalent /zm'biv-a-lant/ adj having two 
opposing feelings at the same time, or being un- 
certain about how you feel © My wife loves the 
opera, but | have ambivalent feelings about it. 
ambivalence /zm'biv-s-lans/ n [U] 


amble /‘zm-bal/ v [I always + adv/prep] to walk 
in a slow and relaxed way © The couple ambled 
along, arm in arm. 


ambulance /'zm-bja-lans, -,lzens/ n [C] a spe- 
cial vehicle equipped to take people who are in- 
jured or ill to the hospital 


ambulatory /'zm-bja:la ,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj (of 
people being treated for an injury or illness) able 
to walk, and, when treated in a hospital, usually 
not staying for the night in a bed © We will soon 
be opening two new ambulatory care facilities. 


ambush /‘zm-buf/ n[C] a sudden and surpris- 
ing attack on a person or group by one or more 
people who have been hiding and waiting for 
them © Seven commandos were wounded in an 
ambush. 
ambush /'zm-buJ/ v [T] © The Air Cavalry was 
ambushed and suffered big losses. 


AME /,e1 ,em'i:/ adj, n [U] abbreviation for AFRICAN 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL 0 First AME Church 


amen /a'men, ei-/ exclamation, n [C] 1 (said or 

sung at the end of some prayers or religious songs) 
it is so 2 You can say amen to show that you agree 
strongly with something that someone has just 
said: “Two public service announcements will ad- 
dress the habit of running red lights.” “Amen to 
that!” 


amenable /2'mi:-na-bal, -'men-2-/ adj willing 
to accept or be influenced by a suggestion © He 
was amenable to suggestion, and really worked hard 
to improve himself. 


amend @ /2'mend/ v [T] to change the words 
of something written, esp. a law or a legal docu- 
ment © The terms of the contract were amended in 
later years. 
amendment @ /a'mend-mant/ n [C] US his- 
tory a change or addition to the US CONSTITU- 
TION © the First/Fifth/Fourteenth amendment © a 
constitutional amendment 
amends @ /a'mendz/ p/ n To make amends is 
to correct a mistake you have made, esp. in 
behavior. 


amenity /a'men-at-i, a'mi:-nat-i/ n [C usually 
pl] something intended to make life more pleasant 
or comfortable for people © Straus established em- 
ployee amenities such as restrooms, medical care, 
and a lunchroom. 


American /a'mer-a-kan, a'mzr-/ adj, n[C] (a 
person) of or coming from the United States, or of 
or coming from North America or South America 
Americanize /a'mer-a-ka,naiz, a'mzer-/ v[T] to 
make someone or something more typical of 
Americans in appearance, customs, or language © 
In the 1890s, immigrants into the U.S.A. organized 
a night school to help them become Americanized. 


American English n [C] the English lan- 
guage as it is spoken and written in the US 


American Indian, Native American n [C] 
someone who belongs to one of the groups of 
people that originally lived in North America be- 
fore the Europeans arrived 


American plan n[C usually sing] a hotel price 
that includes meals in the cost of the room 


Americas /a'mer-a-kaz, a'mzer-/ pin the coun- 
tries of North and South America, considered to- 
gether © Health workers have eliminated the virus in 
the Americas, Europe, and most of Asia. 


amiable /‘e1-mi:-9-bal/ adj pleasant and friendly 
© He was amiable and charming, and he possessed 
an ability to make people feel comfortable in his 
presence. 


amicable /‘zm-1-ka-bal/ adjfriendly in attitude, 
or (of decisions or agreements) achieved with 
friendly attitudes and without unpleasant argu- 
ment © Wagner predicted the whole issue would be 
resolved in an amicable manner. 
amicably /'zem-1-ka-bli/ adv © They stayed to- 
gether almost a year and parted amicably. 


amid /a'mid/, amidst /a'midst, a'mitst/ prep in 
the middle of or surrounded by; among © We 
camped that night in a shallow valley amid low hills. 
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amide /‘zm aid, 'em-ad/ n [C] chemistry a 
substance formed from AMMONIA by replacing a 
HYDROGEN atom with a metal 


amine /a'mi:n, ‘zm ,i:n/ n[C] chemistry any of 
a group of substances formed from AMMONIA by 
replacing HYDROGEN atoms with a group of atoms 
containing carbon 


amino acid /2'mi:-nou/ n[C] biology, chem- 
istry any of the chemical substances found in 
plants and animals that combine to make PROTEIN 
(= substance necessary for the body to grow) 


Amish /'am-1f, 'zm-/ pl na Christian religious 
group that lives in a traditional way in many rural 
areas, esp. in the eastern US 


amiss /a'mis/ adj not right; not suitable or as ex- 
pected © He suspected something was amiss. 


ammeter /‘zm j:t-ar/ n [C] physics a device 
that measures the strength of an electric current 
in AMPERES 


ammonia /a'moun-ja/ n[U] a gas or liquid with 
a strong smell, having various industrial uses such 
as in cleaning 


ammonite /‘zm:9 ,nait/ n[C] earth science an 
EXTINCT (= no longer existing) sea creature often 
found as a FOSSIL (= animal or plant preserved in 
rock) 


ammonoid /‘zm-:a,no1d/ n [C] earth science 
an AMMONITE 


ammunition /,zm-ja'niJ-an/, infml ammo 

/'zm-ou/ n [U] 1 objects such as bullets and 
bombs that can be shot from a weapon 2 Am- 
munition is also information used to attack some- 
one or to support an argument: The president’s 
endorsement of the crime bill has deprived his op- 
ponents of ammunition to paint him as soft on crime. 


amnesia /zm'ni:-3a/ n [U] medical loss of the 
ability to remember 


amnesty /'azm-na:sti/ n [C/U] politics & gov- 
ernment a decision by a government to forgive 
people who have committed particular illegal acts 
or crimes, and not to punish them © [C] The state 
has declared an amnesty for individuals who pay 
their outstanding back taxes. 


amniotic fluid /,zm-ni:'at-1k/ n [U] biology 
the liquid that surrounds an EMBRYO (= growing 
baby) inside its mother 


amoeba /a'mi:,ba/ p! amoebas, amoebae bi- 
ology a type of organism that has one cell 
amoebic adj biology relating to or caused by 
amoebas © amoebic dysentery 


nucleus 


membrane 


AMOEBA 


among /a'man/, amongst /a'manst/ prep 1 in 
the middle of or surrounded by © She felt lonely 


among all these strange people. 2 Among also 
means as part of a group or in the group of people 
or things named: They discussed it among them- 
selves. © Among the problems we have to deal with, 
improving education is probably the most difficult. 


amoral /e1'mo:r-al, -'mar-/ adj [not gradable] 
without moral principles © Business is an amoral 
activity focused coldly on success. 


amorous /‘zm-:a-ras/ adj of or relating to ro- 
mantic love 


amorphous /2'm>:r-fas, e1-/ adj having no 
fixed form or shape; not clear or not determined 
O Plans for a 40-acre shopping center section remain 
so amorphous that the project has been shelved. 


amount /a'maunt/ n [C] the degree to which 
something is a lot or a little; how much something 
is © She’s made a tremendous amount of progress 
since the accident. © He liked to carry a large amount 
of money around with him. 


USAGE 
amount of or number of? 
Amount of is used with uncountable nouns. 
| should reduce the amount of coffee | drink. 
Did you use the right amount of flour? 
Number of is used with countable nouns. 
We don’t know the number of people involved 
yet. 
They received a large number of complaints. 


IDIOM with amount 


¢not amount to much, not amount to anything 
to not become successful or important © He’s lazy, 
and he'll never amount to anything. 


PHRASAL VERB with amount 


eamount to something to add up to, be in total, 
be equal to, or be the same as © Federal and state 
costs for building and operating prisons amounted to 
$25 billion. © The blog amounts to a critique of the 
U.S. news media. 


ampere /‘zem-pir/, amp /zemp/ n [C] physics 
the standard unit of measurement for the strength 
of an electric current 


amphetamine /em ‘fet-a,mi:n, -min/ n[C]a 
strong drug used as a medicine that makes the 
mind and body more active; a STIMULANT 


amphibian /eem'fib-i:-an/ n [C] biology a 
type of animal that lives both on land and in water 
© Frogs and turtles are amphibians. 
amphibious /zm 'fib-i:-as/ adj [not gradable] 1 
biology able to live on land and in water © am- 
phibious creatures 2 Amphibious also means able 
to operate on land and in water: We toured the 
harbor in an amphibious bus. 


amphipod /'zm-fa,pad/ n [C] biology a small 
CRUSTACEAN (= animal that lives in water) that is 
similar in appearance to a SHRIMP but has no shell 


amphiprotic /' zem-fa'prat-1k/, amphoteric 
/,em-fa'ter-1k/ adj [not gradable] having charac- 
teristics of both an acid and a BASE CHEMICAL 
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amphitheater, amphitheatre /'zm-fa ,6i:-at- 
ar, 'zem-pa-/ n[C] a circular or oval area around 
which rows of seats are arranged on a steep slope, 
esp. for watching the performance of plays and 
musical entertainment outside 


ample /'zem-pal/ adj enough, or more than 
enough, or (esp. of body size) large © There will be 
ample opportunity for everyone here to speak. 
amply /'em-pli/ adv © The research was amply 
funded. 


amplify /‘zm-pla,far/ v [T] 1 to increase the 
strength of a sound; make louder © Electric guitars 
are amplified through loudspeakers. 2 To amplify is 
also to add to the information given in something: 
This study amplifies earlier research. 
amplification /,zm-plo-fa'kerfan/ n [C/U] © 
[U] sound amplification 
amplifier /‘'zem-pla,fat-ar/ n [C] an electronic 
device that strengthens the electric signal used to 
carry sound 


amplitude /‘zm-plo,tu:d/ n [C/U] 1 physics 
the strength of a WAVE of sound or electricity, mea- 
sured at the strongest repeating part of the wave 
2 trigonometry Amplitude is also the greatest 
height of a GRAPH (= drawing) of the relationships 
of a SINE or COSINE. 3 earth science Amplitude is 
also the height of a WAVE (= water movement) 
from top to bottom. » Picture: wave 


amputate /‘zm-pja,tert/ v [!/T] to cut off part 
of the body © [T] Doctors had to amputate his leg 
below the knee. 
amputation /,zm-pja'ter-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] 
Frostbite led to the amputation of three fingers. 


Amtrak /'am-trak/ n [U] the US national pas- 
senger railroad system 


amuse ENTERTAIN /a'mju:z/ v [T] to keep the 
attention of someone by entertaining that person 
O It’s a relief when your child can amuse herself for 
a whole hour. 
amusement /a'mju:z:-mant/ n [C/U] © [U] For 
the children’s amusement, Elizabeth helped them put 
on a play. 

MAKE LAUGH /9'miju:z/ v [T] to make someone 
smile or laugh © His subtle humor amused me. © Her 
ability to hack into computer systems did not amuse 
her superiors. 
amusing /a'mjur-zin/ adj © One amusing story 
after another kept the audience laughing. 
amusement /a'mju:z-mant/ n [C/U] © [U] We 
watched the clown with great amusement. 


amusement park n [C] a place where peo- 
ple can go to enjoy games, rides, and other 
activities 


amylase /‘zm-a,lers, -,le1z/ n [U] biology an 
ENZYME (= substance that causes chemical 
change) that helps to change STARCH (= substance 
found in plants) into sugar 


an /en, an/ indefinite article (used when the word 
following begins with a vowel sound) A © an apple 
O° an honest man 


anachronism /9'nek-ra,niz:-am/ n[C] some- 
one or something placed in the wrong period in 
history, or something that belongs to the past 
rather than the present © For a historical drama, the 
movie was filled with anachronisms. 


anachronistic /a ,nzek-ra'nis-trk/ adj O He uses © 


only e-mail, never anachronistic regular mail. 


anaerobic respiration /,zn-a'rou-bik/ n 
[U] biology a chemical process in which energy is 
produced without the use of oxygen 


anagram /‘en:a grzm/ n[C] a word or phrase 
made by using the letters of another word or 
phrase in a different order © “Neat” is an anagram 
Of "OG fice” 


anal /'e1n-®l/ adj © See at ANUS 


analgesic /,zn-l'd3i:-z1k, -stk/ adj tending to 
reduce or prevent pain © Did you know that the 
caffeine in coffee has analgesic qualities? 


analog, analogue /'zn-4l,2:g, -,ag/ adj [not 
gradable] representing electronic information as a 
continuously varying signal © Analog broadcasts, 
the current technology, would continue side by side 
with digital. © Compare DIGITAL at DIGIT NUMBER 


analogy © /2'nzl-2-d3i/ n [C/U] literature a 
comparison of the features or qualities of two dif- 
ferent things to show their similarities © [C] He was 
explaining that the mind has no form and is invisible, 
and that a useful analogy is of the mind being like 
the sky. 
analogous @ /a'nzl-9-gas/ adj The stock mar- 
ket recorded a 0.4% annual increase that was 
roughly analogous to results in the late 1960s. 


analysis © /a'nel-a-sas/ n [C/U] pi analyses 1 
the process of studying or examining something 
in an organized way to learn more about it, or a 
particular study of something © [C] Chemical anal- 
ysis of the woman’s dress revealed traces of blood. 2 
Analysis is also a short form of PSYCHOANALYSIS. 
analyze @ /‘zn-l a1z/ v[T] to study something 
in a systematic and careful way © /n the article, sev- 
eral experienced diplomats analyzed the president's 
foreign policy. 
analyst © /'zn-4l-ast/ n [C] 1 She is a financial 
analyst (= someone who studies financial invest- 
ments). 2 Analyst is also a short form of 
PSYCHOANALYST. 
analytical © /,zn-Al'rt-1-kal/, analytic /,zen- 
‘tt-tk/ adj involving the careful, systematic study 
of something © An analytical approach to the prob- 
lem had surprising results. 
analytically © /,zn-4l'tt-1k-li/ adv 


anaphase /‘en-a ,fe1z/ n [U] biology the stage 
during cell division when the two sets of CHRO- 
MOSOMES (= cell structures that control what an 
organism is like) divide and move apart 


anarchy /‘en-ar-ki, -ar-ki/ n[U] politics & gov- 
ernment a lack of organization and control in a 
society or group, esp. because either there is no 
government or it has no power © Civil war has led 
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anemia 


to anarchy. © The crowd was restless and verging on 
anarchy. 

anarchist /'zen-ar-kast, 'zenar-/ n[C] politics & 
government © Belief in freedom doesn’t make you 
an anarchist. 


anathema /2'nzé-9-me/ n [U] something that 
is considered completely wrong and offensive © 
The idea of higher taxes is anathema to most 
conservatives. 


anatomy /2'nzt-a-mi/ n[U] the scientific study 
of the structure of animals or plants, or of a partic- 
ular type of animal or plant © You have to know 
something about anatomy if you want to draw the 
human body well. © (fig.) He was studying the anat- 
omy of long-term relationships (= their structure). 
anatomical /,zn-a'tam-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] 
© anatomical drawings 


ANC n politics & government abbreviation for Af- 
rican National Congress (= a political group in 
South Africa that supports the rights of black peo- 
ple and fought for destruction of the apartheid 
system). 


ancestor /‘zn ses-tar, -sas-/ n [C] any member 
of your family from long ago, for example, the 
GRANDPARENTS of your grandparents © He re- 
turned to Ecuador, where his mother’s ancestors 
lived. 

ancestral /zn'ses-tral/ adj [not gradable] © He 
wanted to tour his family’s ancestral homeland, 
Germany. 

ancestry /'‘zen,ses-tri/ n [C usually sing] © She 
was of Spanish and Iriquois ancestry. 


anchor HEAVY WEIGHT /‘znkar/ n [C] 1 a 
heavy metal object attached to a boat by a rope 
or chain that, when dropped into the water and 
resting on the bottom, keeps the boat from mov- 
ing © We dropped the anchor and took out our fish- 
ing rods. 2 An anchor is also someone or 
something that gives support when needed: She's 
looking for a spiritual anchor. 
anchor /‘zn:kar/ v [1/T] © [T] We anchored our 
sailboat near the shore. 

NEWS PERSON /‘zen:kor/ n [C] a person who re- 
ports the news and manages reports by others on 
a television or radio program © The mayor grants 
frequent interviews to local news anchors. 
anchor /‘znkar/ v[T] © He anchored the morning 
news for many years. 


anchorman /‘en-kear,mzn/_n [C] pl anchor- 
men a male ANCHOR NEWS PERSON 


anchorwoman /'29-kar ,wum-an/ n[C] plan- 
chorwomen a female ANCHOR NEWS PERSON 


anchovy /‘en,tJou-vi, zen'tfou-/ n [C] pi an- 
chovy, anchovies a small fish which is usually pre- 
served in oil with salt, giving it a strong, salty taste 


ancient /'ein-tfant/ adj 1 of or from a very long 
time ago © Archaeologists study the remains of an- 
cient civilizations. 2 infm! Something that is ancient 


is very old: This computer is ancient — I've got to get 
a new one. 


USAGE 
ancient 


Ancient cannot be used to refer to something 
or someone that existed in the recent past but 
not now. Use former or ex- for this meaning. 
A party was organized for former students of 
the school. 


A saath ; 
the-scheel. 
my ex-girlfriend 


my-ancient-girlfriend 


Be careful not to confuse ancient with old. An- 
cient means thousands or hundreds of years 
old. 


a medical center for old/elderly people 


a-medicat-eenterfor-ancient people 


and ALSO /znd, and/ conjunction 1 (used to join 
two words, phrases, or parts of sentences) in ad- 
dition to; also © boys and girls 0 We were tired and 
hungry. 2 And can be used when you add num- 
bers: Three and two are five. 


THEN /zend, and/ conjunction (used to join two 
parts of a sentence, one part happening after or 
because of the other part) after that; then © / met 
Jonathan, and we went out for a cup of coffee. 


TO /znd, and/ conjunction infml (used after some 
verbs) to, or in order to © Let's try and get tickets 
for the hockey game tonight. 


VERY /zend, and/ conjunction (used to join two 
words, esp. two that are the same, to make their 
meaning stronger) © The sound grew louder and 
louder. 


IDIOM with and 


eand so on, and so forth in addition to other 
things of the same kind © Economic growth makes 
us all richer, provides jobs, and so on. © | realize 
they're not doing a good job and so forth, but | don’t 
really like having to fire anyone. 


and/or /'‘zn'do:r/ conjunction (used to refer to 
both things or either one of the two mentioned) 
either “and” or “or” © If the game is canceled, you 
will get a refund and/or new tickets. 


android /'‘zn-droid/ n[C] a ROBOT (= mechan- 
ical device) that looks like a person © He acted just 
like a clever android, avoiding any expression of 
affection. 


anecdote /‘zn-1k,dout/ n [C] literature a 
short, often amusing story about an event, usually 
involving a particular person © He told some funny 
anecdotes about famous people. 
anecdotal /,zn-1k'dout-*l/ adj [not gradable] 
based on reports or things someone saw rather 
than on proven facts © There is only anecdotal evi- 
dence that the medicine works. 


anemia /2'ni:-mi:-9/ n [U] biology a condition 
in which the blood cannot carry enough oxygen, 
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usually as a result of having too few red blood cells, 
causing a lack of energy 

anemic /a'ni:-mik/ adj © | was anemic for a while 
after my operation. © (fig.) First-quarter sales were 
anemic (= weak). 


anemometer / zn-a'mam-at-ar/ n [C] earth 
science a device that measures the speed and 
force of wind 


anesthesia / zn-as'éi:-3a/ n [U] the condition 
of not feeling pain, esp. by use of special drugs © 
The procedure is performed under general 
anesthesia. 
anesthetic /,zn-as'6et-1k/ n [C] a drug that 
makes the body unable to feel pain © With a local 
anesthetic, a patient is awake during surgery. 
anesthetist /a'nes-eat-ast/ n [C] medical a medi- 
cal specialist who gives ANESTHESIA, esp. during an 
operation 
anesthetize /a'nes-6a,ta1z/ v [T] © The vet an- 
esthetized my dog to take x-rays. 


anew /sa'nu:/ adv [not gradable] once more; 
again © After a short time, their old arguments simply 
began anew. 


angel /'e1n-d3al/ n [C] 1 in some religious tradi- 
tions, a being in heaven who serves God, often 
represented in art as a human with wings 2 An 
angel is also someone who is very good or kind: 
You ‘re an angel to bring me this coffee. 
angelic /zen'd3el-1k/ adj belonging to an angel, 
or pretty and kind like an angel © an angelic face/ 
voice/choir 


angel food cake n [C/U] a light cake made 
without egg YOLKS or fat 


anger /'zn-gar/ n[U] a feeling of fierce annoy- 
ance because of something unfair or painful that 
has happened © When my father saw the plumber’s 
bill, he erupted in anger. 
anger /‘en-gar/ v [T] © His constant complaining 
only angered her. 
angry /‘en-gri/ adj ° an angry mob © | hope you 
aren't angry with me. 
angrily /‘zen-gra-li/ adv O He angrily slammed the 
door. 


WORD FAMILY anger 


Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs angrily 


anger anger 


Adjectives angry 


WORD CHOICES anger (ast 


See also: annoy, bad-tempered 
If someone is angry about something that has 
happened you can say that this person is an- 
noyed or irritated. 
He was a bit annoyed with her for being late. 
! was irritated that he didn’t thank me. 
If someone is extremely angry, you can use ad- 
jectives such as furious, irate, or livid. 
My boss was furious with me. 
Hundreds of irate passengers have complained 
to the airline. 
If you are angry with a child, you might de- 
scribe yourself as cross. 
I’m cross with you for not telling me where 
you were going. 
The expression up in arms is sometimes used 
when people are angry about something they 
think is unfair. 
Local people are up in arms over plans to 
close the local swimming pool. 
if someone suddenly becomes very angry, you 
can use the informal expression go crazy or the 
idiom hit the roof. 
Dad went crazy when he found out we'd 
broken the window. 
An angry argument can be described as heated 
or acrimonious. 
He was involved in an acrimonious dispute 
with his neighbor. 


angle MEASUREMENT /'zen-gal/ n[C] geometry 
1 the space measured in degrees between two 
lines or surfaces from the point where they meet 
Oo The angles of a square are 90 degrees. 2 The angle 
of depression is the angle formed when viewing 
something from below the horizontal. 3 The angle 
of elevation is the angle formed when viewing 
something from above the horizontal. 

VIEW /'zn-gal/ n [C] a position from which some- 
thing is seen, or a way of seeing something © The 
photographer kept moving around to find the best 
angle for the picture. © Look at this from another 
angle. 
angle /'zn-gal/ v [I/T] to turn, or to move some- 
thing so that it is not in a straight line or in the 
center © [I] The path angles to the left. © [T] We 
angled the light to take the picture. 


right angle straight angle 


adjacent angles complementary angles 


re 


acute angle obtuse angle 


b | 
a 


supplementary angles congruent and corresponding angles 


ANGLES 


z bat | a hot | ar bite | av house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 bey | ov go | U put | u: rude | acut | a alone 


annihilate 


IDIOM with angle 


eat an angle not straight © The picture was hang- 
ing at an angle, so | straightened it. 


PHRASAL VERB with angle 


eangle for something to try to get or achieve 
something, esp. without saying what your goal is 
© The way he hangs around, he must be angling for 
a job. 


angle of incidence n [C] physics the angle 
that a beam of light touching a surface makes with 
a line vertical to that surface 


Anglican /'ep-gli-kan/ n [C] a member of a 
Christian religious group that includes the Church 
of England and the Episcopal Church in the US 
Anglican /‘zn-gli-kan/ adj [not gradable] © an 
Anglican bishop 


anglicize /'zngle,saiz/ v [T] to change a word 
or name to make it sound or look like English © 
Lloyd is an anglicized form of the Welsh name Llwyd, 
meaning “gray(-haired)” or “senior.” 


angling /‘en-glin/ n [U] the sport of trying to 
catch fish with a rod, LINE (= string), and hook 
angler /‘zy-glar/ n [C] © Anglers line the stream, 
fishing for salmon. 


Anglo /‘en-glou/ n [C] pi Anglos a white person 
in the US who is not from a Latin American country 
© The students are Anglos, Latinos, and Native 
Americans. 


Anglo- /,zp-glou/ prefix ENGLISH or BRITISH. 


Anglo-American adj [not gradable] British 
and American © There is a new Anglo-American 
trade agreement. 


Anglo-Canadian, English Canadian n [C] a 
Canadian citizen whose first language is English 


angora /zn'go:r-3, zn-, -'gour-a/ n [U] a soft 
wool made from the long hair of a type of goat or 
rabbit 


angrily /‘zp-gra-li/ adv © See at ANGER 
angry /‘zn-gri/ adj © See at ANGER 


angst /anst, anst/ n[U] a feeling of extreme anxi- 
ety and unhappiness © The boy’s mysterious dis- 
appearance has caused angst and guilt for the 
family. 

anguish /‘ey-gwiJ/ n [U] extreme pain or suf- 
fering © Somehow we deal with the anguish of seri- 
ous illness. 
anguished /‘en-gwiJt/ adj The anguished song 
at the end was beautiful. 


angular /‘wn-gjo-ler/ adj thin and bony © She 
was tall and angular. 


anhydrous /zn'hat-dras/ adj [not gradable] 
chemistry containing no water 


animal LIVING THING /'zen-a-mal/ n [C] 1 a liv- 
ing thing that can move and eat and react to the 
world through its SENSES, esp. of sight and hearing 


© Mammals, insects, reptiles, and birds are all ani- 
mals, 2 In ordinary use, animal means all living 
beings except humans: A lion is a wild animal, and 
a dog is a domestic animal. © Tests of the drug were 
done on laboratory animals. 3 An animal is also a 
person who likes something or does something 
more than most people do: a party animal © He’s 
the most political animal on the city council. 
GROUP /'zen-?-mal/ n[U] biology one of five KING- 
DOMS (= groups) into which living things are di- 
vided, the members of which have many cells, the 
ability to control their own movement, and get 
their energy from eating rather than from the light 
of the sun 
PHYSICAL /'zen-9-mal/ adj [not gradable] relating 
to physical needs or desires, such as to eat or re- 
produce © Animal instincts apply to all animals, in- 
cluding humans. 


animal rights p/ n the idea that animals 
should not be treated cruelly by people 


animate /‘zn-9,meit/ v [T] to cause someone 
or something to be more active or full of life © He 
knows exactly what to say to animate a crowd. 
animated /'zn-a,meit:ad/ adj 1 full of interest 
and energy © We had a very animated discussion. 2 
An animated movie or CARTOON, is made up of a 
series of slightly different drawings of people, ani- 
mals, and objects that make them appear to move. 
animation /,zn-9'mer:fan/ n[U] 1 energy and 
enthusiasm © Her voice was full of animation. 2 An- 
imation is also the process by which an ANIMATED 
movie, esp. a CARTOON, is made from drawings 
done by hand or by a computer. 


animosity /,zn-a'mas-at-i/ n [C/U] a strong 
dislike or unfriendly feeling © [C/U] / have no ani- 
mosity toward him whatsoever. 


ankle /‘zn:kal/ n [C] the joint connecting the 
foot to the leg, or the thin part of the leg just above 
the foot 


anklet /'zp-klat/ n [C] a short sock that reaches 
to the ANKLE 


annals /‘zn-®lz/ pin the record of an activity or 
organization, arranged year by year, or a history 
that covers a long period of time © This period was 
one of the darkest in the annals of US history. 


annex TAKE /a'neks, 'zen-eks/ v [T] to take pos- 
session of an area of land or a country and add it 
to a larger area, usually by force O The United States 
annexed parts of Texas and New Mexico, which be- 
longed to Mexico. 
annexation /,zn,ek'ser: fan, ,zn-ak-/ n[C/U] © 
[U] the annexation of Latvia by the Soviet Union 

ADDED BUILDING /'zn-eks, -1ks/ n[C] an addition 
to a building, or another building, used with an 
existing building © The old warehouse became an 
annex of the main store. 


annihilate /oa'nat-9,leit/ v [T] to destroy com- 
pletely, leaving nothing © The approaching tornado 
was annihilating everything in its path. 
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annihilation /a,nat-a'ler fan/ n [U] © The anni- 
hilation of smallpox is a triumph of medicine. 


anniversary / 2n-9'v3r-sa-ri/ n [C] a day ina 
previous year on which something important hap- 
pened © Jo celebrate our wedding anniversary, we 
gave a big party. 


annotate /‘zn-9,te1t/ v [1] writing 1 to add 
notes or remarks on a piece of writing 2 An an- 
notated bibliography is a list of books or articles 
with notes giving additional information about 
each item. 


announce /a'nauns/ v [T] to state officially or 
make known publicly © She announced her resig- 
nation last Monday. 
announcement /9'naun-smant/ n [C] © Wea- 
ding announcements were mailed a week after their 
marriage. 
announcer /a'naun-sar/ n [C] someone who 
speaks on radio or television broadcasts or at a 
sports event O He was the announcer for the Ma- 
maroneck Tigers baseball team. 


WORD FAMILY announce 


Nouns announcement Adjectives unannounced 


announcer 


Adverbs unannounced 


Verbs announce 


annoy /a'no1/ v[T] to make someone slightly an- 
gry or upset O | know you're doing this only to annoy 
me. 
annoyed /a'no1d/ adj © He gave me an annoyed 
look and left without speaking. 
annoying /a'no1-1n/ adj o It’s annoying to have 
to explain this a second time. 
annoyingly /a'nor-1n-li/ advo Ads annoyingly in- 
terrupted the TV movie. 
annoyance /a'not-ans/ n [C/U] © [U] As soon as 
he saw me, a look of annoyance crossed his face. 
» Learner error: embarrassing or annoying? at 
EMBARRASS 


WORD CHOICES annoy 


See also: angry 
Irritate or peeve are alternatives to “annoy.” 
After a while her behavior really began to 
irritate me. 
What peeved her most was that he hadn’t 
even called her. 
Bug or aggravate are informal ways of saying 
“annoy.” 
He’s been bugging me all morning. 
It really aggravates me the way he never 
thanks me for what I’ve done. 
A more formal way of saying “annoy” would 
be to use the verb irk. 
The negative reply to my complaint really 
irked me. 
If something annoys you, especially because 
you can do nothing to change a situation, you 
could use the verb exasperate. 
Being dependent on other people exasperated 
her. 


If noise or behavior annoys you, you could say 
that it grates on you. 
After a while, her voice really started to grate 
on me. 


annual! © ONE YEAR /‘zn-ja-wal/ adj [not grad- 
able] of or for a period of one year © an annual 
salary © annual rainfall O Our annual costs have risen 
steadily. 
annual /'zn-ja-wal/ n [C] a publication appear- 
ing once a year © the “Sports Illustrated” college 
football annual 
annualized /'zn-ja-wa ,laizd/ adj [not gradable] 
calculated to represent one year, rather than some 
shorter or longer period © The fund has returned an 
annualized 16% over ten years, five percentage 
points better than the S&P 500. 

PLANT /'zn-ja-wal/ n[C] a plant that grows, pro- 
duces seeds, and dies within one year O Compare 
BIENNIAL; PERENNIAL PLANT 


annually /‘zn-ja-wa-li, 'zen-ja-li/ adv every year 
© The hospital spends $1.1 million annually for its 
computer operations. 


annuity /9'nu:-at-i/ n [C] an amount of money 
paid to someone every year, usually until that per- 
‘son's death, or the INSURANCE agreement or in- 
vestment that provides money that is paid this way 
© A small annuity lets her travel. 


annul /a'nal/ v [T] -ll- law to announce officially 
a law, marriage, or other contract as no longer ex- 
isting © The contract was finally annulled. 
annulment /a'nal-mant/ n [C] law © You will 
need a court hearing to get an annulment. 


anode /‘zn,oud/ n [C] chemistry, physics one 
of the ELECTRODES (= object that electricity moves 
through) in a piece of electrical equipment; the 
negative electrode in a BATTERY ELECTRICAL 
DEVICE and the positive electrode in most other 
electrical devices 


anoint /2'noint/ v [T] 1 to put water or oil on 
someone in a religious ceremony © The archbishop 
was anointed in a ceremony at the cathedral. 2 
Anoint also means to choose someone or some- 
thing for a particular job or purpose; DESIGNATE: 
He anointed his eldest son as his successor. © They 
anointed broadband as the Next Great Thing. 


anomaly /e'nam-a-li/ n [C] something that is 
unusual enough to be noticeable or seem strange 
© The government does computer checks of tax re- 
turns to find anomalies that might indicate fraud. 


Anon. n abbreviation for ANONYMOUS (= a writer 
whose name is not known) 


anonymity /,n-a'nim-at-i/ a situation in 
which a person is not known by or spoken of by 
name © For witnesses who may be afraid to speak 
out, the police have guaranteed anonymity. 


anonymous /9'nan-9-mas/ adj [not gradable] 
(made or done by someone) with a name that is 
not known or not made public © an anonymous 
donor © an anonymous gift 
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anonymously /a'nan-a-ma:sli/ adv © The do- 
nation was made anonymously. 


anorexia (nervosa) /,zen-a'rek:si:-a (nar 
‘'vou:sa)/ n [U] medical an illness often resulting in 
dangerous weight loss, in which a person, usually 
a girl or woman, refuses to eat enough over a long 
period of time © Compare BULIMIA (NERVOSA) 
anorexic /,zn-a'rek-stk/ adj 


another ADDITIONAL /a'nad-er, 2-/ adj, pro- 
noun one more (person or thing) or an additional 
(amount) © We have two tickets and need another 
(one). © Summer will be here in another three months 
(= three months in the future). 0 We have room in 
the car for another if we all sit close together. 


USAGE 
another or other? 


Another means “one other” and is used with 
a noun in the singular. Make sure that you write 
it as one word, not two words. 


Would you like another cup of coffee? 
Weutd-yeutike-other-eup-of coffee? 
Weuuld-yeu-tike-anr-other-cup-of coffee? 
Other is used with a noun in the plural and 
means different things or people from the ones 
you are talking about. 


She had other ambitions. 
She-had-anether-ampbitions: 


DIFFERENT /a'nad-ar, 2-/ adj, pronoun a different 
(person or thing) © Do you want to exchange this 
dress for another (one), or do you want your money 
back? © It’s raining today, so we'll have to have the 
picnic another day. 


answer REACTION /‘zen-sar/ n[C] 1 something 
said or written in reaction to a question or state- 
ment © If you are asking me if | want to go into 
business with you, the answer is no. © | called several 
times, but there was no answer. 2 An answer is also 
a reaction to a question asked as part of a test: / 
think | got most of the answers right on the exam. 
answer /'zn-sar/ v [I/T] © [I] | knocked on your 
door last night, but no one answered. © “! don’t 
know,” he answered. © [+ that clause] She answered 
that she couldn’t arrive before nine o'clock. 0 [T] She 
refused to answer questions on whether she would 
run for the Senate. 


SOLUTION /'zen:sar/ n[C] a solution to a problem 
© There is no easy answer to the problem. 


PHRASAL VERBS with answer 


eanswer for something to be responsible for hav- 
ing done something bad © Companies that turn a 
blind eye to this practice will have a lot to answer for. 
*answer to someone to take orders from and ex- 
plain your actions to someone © The great thing 
about having your own business is that you don’t 
have to answer to anyone. 


answering machine n [C] a device con- 
nected to a telephone that answers the telephone 
automatically and records messages 


ant /eznt/ n [C] a small insect that lives in large 
and highly organized social groups 


antacid /znt'zs-ad/ n [C/U] a medicine you 
can take to reduce or prevent the uncomfortable 
feeling of having too much acid in the stomach 


antagonism /en'teg-a,niz-am/ nn [C/U] 
strong dislike or opposition, or a particular exam- 
ple of it o [U] The attorney accused the witness of 
antagonism toward his client. 
antagonist /zn 'tzeg:a-nast/ n[C] a person who 
opposes or disagrees with another 
antagonistic /zn ,tzeg-a'nis-tik/ adj expressing 
strong dislike or opposition © He’s extremely antag- 
onistic toward critics. O You can be clear about what 
you need without being antagonistic. 


antagonize /zn'tzg-a,naiz/ v [T] to anger 
someone enough to dislike and oppose you © The 
company doesn’t want to antagonize one of its big- 
gest oil suppliers. 


Antarctic /ent'ark-tik, -'art-1k/ n [U] the very 
cold area around the South Pole that includes Ant- 
arctica and the surrounding seas © Compare 
ARCTIC 


ante /‘znt-i/ n [C usually sing] an amount of 
money that each person must risk in order to be 
part of a game, or the price of something 


IDIOM with ante 


eup the ante, raise the ante to increase your risks 
or demands in order to get a greater advantage © 
The governor upped the ante in her war of words 
with the mayor, by calling him “dangerous” for the 
city. 


PHRASAL VERB with ante 


eante up something infml to give money in order 
to join or be part of something © The new teams 
each had to ante up a huge entry fee to the major 
leagues. 


antecedent / znt-9'si:d-@nt/ n[C usually pl] 1 
something existing or happening before, esp. as 
the cause of an event or situation O The book dealt 
with the historical antecedents of the Civil War. 2 
grammar An antecedent is also a word or phrase 
that a pronoun refers to: In the sentence, “Joe threw 
the ball to Wendy, and Wendy threw it back,” “the 
ball” is the antecedent of “it.” 3 mathematics An 
antecedant is also the part of a CONDITIONAL 
statement that follows the word “if.” 


antelope /‘zent:?l oup/ n[C] a large animal that 
looks like a deer, with wide branching horns 


antenna INSECT /zn'ten-a/ n [C] p/ antennae 
either of the two long, thin parts attached to the 
head of an insect that it uses to know what it 
around it © (fig.) Her political antennae helped her 
answer questions without offending anyone. > Pic- 
ture: insect 

BROADCASTING /zen'ten-9/ n [C] pi antennas a 
structure made of metal rods or wires, often posi- 
tioned on top of a building or vehicle, that receives 
or sends radio or television signals 


anthem /'zn-6em/ n[C] a song that has special 
importance for a particular group of people or 
country, often sung on special occasions 
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anthology /zn 'eal-a-d3i/ n [C] a collection of 
stories, poems, etc., by different writers 


anthrax /'zn-éraeks/ n [U] 1 a disease of cattle 
and sheep that humans can become ill with and 
die © Humans can contract anthrax by handling 
products from infected animals. 2 Anthrax is also the 
type of bacteria that causes the disease. 


anthropology /,zn-éra'pal-a-d3i/ n [U] the 
study of the human race, its culture and society, 
and its physical development 
anthropologist /,zn-@ra'pal-a-d3ast/ n [C] a 
Person who is an expert in anthropology 
anthropological /,zn-é6ra-pa'lad3-1-kal/ adj 


anti- /,ent-i, ,zn,tai/ prefix opposed to or 
against O antienvironmentalist © Compare PRO- 
SUPPORT 


antibiotic /,znt-i-bar'at-1k, ,zen,tar-/ n [C] a 
medicine or chemical that can destroy harmful 
bacteria in the body or limit their growth © I’m 
taking an antibiotic for a throat infection. 


antibody /‘ent-i,bad-i/ n [C] biology a PRO- 
TEIN (= type of chemical) produced in the blood 
to fight diseases by attacking and killing harmful 
bacteria 


anticipate © /zn'tis-2,peit/ v [T] to imagine 
or expect that something will happen, sometimes 
taking action in preparation for it © No job cuts are 
anticipated under the new ownership. © [+ (that) 
clause] | don’t anticipate (that) we'll solve all our 
problems with one meeting. © We anticipate criticism 
but plan to go ahead anyway. © [+ question word] 
At this stage we can’t anticipate what will happen. 
anticipation © /zn tis-a'per-fan/ n [U] 1A 
number of industrial companies are raising prices in 
anticipation of future inflation. 2 Anticipation is also 
a feeling of excitement about something that is 
going to happen in the near future: Skiers look for- 
ward to the first snow of winter with eager 
anticipation. 


anticlimactic /,znt-i-klar'mzek:-tk, zn ,tar-/ 
adj [not gradable] causing unhappiness by being 
less exciting than expected or not as interesting as 
something that happened earlier © The announce- 
ment of his resignation was anticlimactic, as we all 
knew he could no longer stay in the job. 


anticline /‘znt-1,klain/ n [C] earth science a 
fold in layers of rock in the earth’s surface which 
curves up © Compare SYNCLINE 


antics /'znt-1ks/ p/n amusing, silly, or strange 
behavior © The antics of the clowns amused the 
children. 


antidepressant /zent-i-di'pres-ant, zen ,tat-/ 
n [C] a type of medicine that is used to reduce 
feelings of being unhappy and without hope 


antidote /‘znt-1,dout/ n [C] 1a chemical, esp. 
a drug, that acts against the bad effects of a poison 
to limit the harm it can do © an antidote for snake 
venom 2 fig. An antidote is also a way of preventing 
or acting against something bad: Exercise can be 
an antidote to depression. 


antifreeze /‘znt:i fri:z/ n [U] a liquid that re- 
duces the temperature at which water freezes, and 
that is added to the water in car engines in winter 
to keep it from freezing 


antigen /‘zent-9-d3an, -,dzen/ n (C] biology a 
harmful substance that causes the body to pro- 
duce ANTIBODIES (= substances that fight disease) 


antihistamine /,znt-i'his-ta,mi:n, ,zn,tal-, 
-man/ n[C] a drug taken to limit the bad effect of 
the body’s reaction to some substances © | took an 
antihistamine for my runny nose. 


antilepton /‘ent-4l,ep tan, 'zen-tar,lep ,tan/n 
[C] physics the ANTIPARTICLE of a LEPTON 


antimatter /znt-i,met-ar, ‘zn-ta-/ n [U] 
physics matter that consists of PARTICLES (= small 
parts of atoms) that have the opposite electrical 
characteristics of the particles in regular matter 


antineutrino / znt-i-nu:'tri:-nou, ,zen,tar-/n 
[C] physics the ANTIPARTICLE of a NEUTRINO 


antinode /‘znt-i noud, 'zen-tat-/ n [C] physics 
the point that represents the highest AMPLITUDE 
in a pattern of CONSTRUCTIVE INTERFERENCE 


antioxidant / znt-i:'aks-ad-ant, ,zen,tar-/ n 
[C] a chemical substance that prevents or slows 
down the damage that oxygen does to organisms 
or to food © Vitamin C’s antioxidant activity may 
help boost immune function and may make some 
people feel better. 0 She takes the vitamins, minerals, 
antioxidants, and folic acid in women’s multi- 
vitamins. 


antiparticle /‘ent-i,part-1-kal, 'zen-tar-/ n (C] 
physics a PARTICLE that makes up ANTIMATTER, 
containing the same amount of matter but having 
the opposite electrical CHARGE STORE ENERGY that 
a regular particle has 


antipathy /en'tip-a-6i/ n [U] strong dislike or 
opposition © His letters show a deep and intense 
antipathy toward workers. 


antiperspirant / znt-i'p3r-spa-rant, ,zen,tar-/ 
n[{C] a substance that is put on the skin, esp. under 
the arms, in order to prevent or reduce PERSPIRA- 
TION (= the excretion of liquid through the skin) 


antiproton /znt-i-'prou,tan, ,zn,tal-/ n [C] 
physics the ANTIPARTICLE of a PROTON 


antiquark /‘znt-i,kwark, 'zn,tar-/n [C] phys- 
ics the ANTIPARTICLE of a QUARK 


antiquated /‘ent-1,kweit-ad/ adj _old-fash- 
ioned or unsuitable for modern society © anti- 
quated ideas/technology 


antique /zn'ti:k/ n [C] something made in an 
earlier period and valued because it is old, rare, or 
of high quality © He sold antiques for a while. 
antique /zn'ti:k/ adj © an antique dealer/show 


antiquity /zn 'tik-wat-i/ n [C/U] the past, esp. 
before the MIDDLE AGES (= before the sixth cen- 
tury), or something of great age © [C] We spent 
some time in the museum looking at Roman 
antiquities. 
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anti-Semitism / znt-i'sem-a,tiz:am, ,zn ,tal-/ 
n[U] hate or strong dislike of Jews, or actions that 
express hate or dislike of Jews © Nazi anti-Semitism 
forced him to emigrate from Germany. 
anti-Semitic /,zent-i-sa'mit-ik, ,zen,tal-/ adj o 
anti-Semitic literature 
anti-Semite /,znt-i'sem,art, ,zn,tar-/ n [C] a 
person who hates or strongly dislikes Jews © He 
denied that he was an anti-Semite. 


antiseptic /,nt-1'sep-tik/ n [C] a chemical 
used to prevent infection from an injury, esp. by 
killing bacteria 

antiseptic /,zent-1'sep-tik/ adj © an antiseptic 
ointment 


antisocial /,nt-i'sou-fal, ,zen,tai-/ adj 1 
harmful to society © Some critics argued that movies 
caused antisocial behavior. 2 Antisocial also means 
not wanting to spend time with or be friendly with 
other people: /f you don’t hang out with your 
friends, they’ll consider you weird and antisocial. 


antithesis /zen 'ti6-9-sas/ n [C/U] p/ antitheses 
1 the exact opposite, or opposition © [C] The re- 
laxed company management is the antithesis of a 
formal bureaucracy. 2 literature |In formal argu- 
ment, the antithesis is the opposite of the THESIS 
(= the main idea). 0 Compare THESIS 


antitrust /zent-i:'trast, ,zen ,tai-/ adj [not grad- 
able] involving laws or actions that are intended 
to make business competition fair and to prevent 
any company from being a MONOPOLY © The gov- 
ernment is expanding its antitrust investigation 
against Microsoft. 


antiwar, anti-war /‘zent-i:'wo:r, ‘zen ,tat-/ adj 
opposed to a particular war, or opposed to all wars 
© the/an antiwar movement 


antlers /'znt-larz/ pi n the pair of horns that 
grow from the head of the male of some animals, 
such as deer, and that look like branches 


antonym /‘ent:a,nim/n (C] grammar a word 
or phrase whose meaning Is the opposite of an- 
other word or phrase © Compare SYNONYM 


antsy /'‘zent-si/ adj slang anxious and excited in an 
unpleasant way; extremely nervous © I’m as antsy 
as | was before my first class. 


anus /‘e1-nas/ n[C] the opening at the end of the 
INTESTINES (= tube in the body in which food is 
digested) through which solid excrement leaves 
the body 
anal /‘ein-®l/ adj [not gradable] 


anxiety /zq'zat-at-i/ n [C/U] an uncomfortable 
feeling of worry about something that is happen- 
ing or might happen, or a cause of this o (U] For 
many children, every new school year causes anxiety. 
0 [C] Don’t you have any fears or anxieties about 
middle age? 
anxious /'zen:fas/ adj 0 They exchanged anxious 
glances in the doctor's office. 
anxiously /‘zen:fa-sli/ adv © We waited anxiously 
by the phone. 


anxious /'zn:Jas/ adj wanting very much for 
something to happen; eager © [+ to infinitive] /’ve 
been anxious to meet you. © [+ to infinitive] /t was 
getting late, and I was anxious to get home. 


any SOME /‘en-i/ adj, pronoun (used in negative 
statements and questions) some, or even the 
smallest amount (of) © We didn’t have any idea 
what the airfare would be. © There was hardly any 
snow this winter. © Is there any hope that he will 
recover? O Are any of the concerts on a Saturday 
night? » Usage: some or any? at SOME UNKNOWN 
AMOUNT 


NOT IMPORTANT WHICH /'en-i/ adj, pronoun one 
of or each of, or a stated amount of (something 
that is more than one or has a number of parts), 
without saying which particular part is meant © 
You can have any three items of clothing you like for 
$30. © Any advice that you can give me would be 
greatly appreciated. © They should be here any min- 
ute (= soon). © Any way you look at it, the invest- 
ment was a bad idea. © | saw some beautiful cars at 
the auto show, any of which I’d like to have. 


AT ALL /'en-i/ adv (not gradable] at all or in the least 
© | can’t say any more. O He wasn’t any smarter than 
I was. © If she comes any later, we'll miss the show. 


IDIOMS with any 


eat any rate more exactly or clearly © / don’t think 
they liked my idea - at any rate, they weren't very 
enthusiastic. © Compare AT LEAST at LEAST 
IDIOMS © USAGE: Used to make a statement that 
is obviously true after making a statement that 
shows uncertainty. 

ein any case whatever happens or happened © 
You should be able to catch a bus, but in any case 
you can always take a taxi home. © USAGE: Used to 
say that although some facts in a situation may 
change, one thing does not change. 


anybody /'en-i: bad-i, -bad-i/ pronoun ANYONE 
© Does anybody have change for a $10 bill? 


anyhow /'en-i:,hau/ adv [not gradable] infmi 
ANYWAY © Anyhow, | didn’t ask you to come here to 
talk about your business. 


anymore /,en-i:'mo:r, -‘mour/, any more adv 
[not gradable] 1 (used esp. in negative state- 
ments) any longer © | don’t know who to trust any- 
more. © She doesn’t work here anymore. 2 Anymore 
also means now or from now on, often even in 
positive statements: We never go out — all we do 
anymore is watch TV. © I’m scared to be alone 
anymore. 


anyone /'en-i:-wan, -,wan/, anybody /‘en-i: 
,bad-i, -bad:i/ pronoun any person whatever, or 
(esp. in negative statements and questions) a per- 
son, but without saying which person © Hello, is 
anyone home? © If anyone calls, tell them I’m out of 
the office. © We didn’t know anyone when we first 
moved here, but now we have lots of friends. 0 | can’t 
think of anyone with more imagination than Maggie. 


anyplace /'en-i: pleis/ adv [not gradable] ANY- 
WHERE © There wasn't anyplace to pull off the road 
if your car broke down. 


d3 jump | j yes | 4 little | °m hm | ®n cotton | 9 sing | { shoe | t meeting | 9 think | this | tf choose | 3 measure 


anything 38 ) 


anything /'en-i: ,61n/ pronoun any event, act, or 
object whatever, or (esp. in negative statements or 
questions) something © Is there anything | can do 
to help? 0 | didn’t know anything about computers 
till | started this job. © | don’t want to say anything 
to upset her. © (infml) It was a fantastic party — | 
wouldn’t have missed it for anything (= for any 
reason). 


IDIOMS with anything 


e anything but not at all or not in any way © She 
was anything but friendly the last time | saw her. 
eanything like similar to © The pictures on cereal 
boxes don’t look anything like the actual stuff you 
eat. O USAGE: Used in questions and negative 
sentences. 


anytime /'en.i: tarm/ adv [not gradable] at any 
time or at a time, but without saying which time 
© Come to see me anytime. © I’m not planning on 
leaving anytime soon. © Joe and his family ought to 
be here anytime now (= soon). 


anyway /'en-i:,wei/, infml anyhow adv [not 
gradable] 1 not considering other facts or condi- 
tions, considered independently, without being in- 
fluenced by other things © Of course | don’t mind 
taking you home - I’m going that way anyway. © 
The economy was slowing down anyway, so there 
was no need to worry about inflation. 2 In conver- 
sation, anyway is often used to support or explain 
a previous statement: So, you're right, there are very 
few black quarterbacks in football, or at least that 
are starting anyway. 3 |n conversation, anyway is 
often used to change the subject, return to an ear- 
lier subject, or get to the most interesting point, 
and is also used to take up time so that you can 
decide what to say next: So anyway, what are you 
going to do tonight? © Anyway, in the end we just 
agreed to stop seeing each other. 


anywhere /‘en-i: wer, -,wer/, anyplace adv 
[not gradable] 1 in, to, or at any place whatever 
or (esp. in negative statements and questions) a 
place, but without saying which place © / can’t find 
my scarf anywhere. © There are plants in this desert 
that you won’t find anywhere else. © There are no 
reserved seats — just sit anywhere you like. 2 Any- 
where also means within the range of or approxi- 
mately: The turkey can weigh anywhere from ten to 
twenty pounds. 


aorta /er'>:rt-a/ n [C] biology the main ARTERY 
(= large tube carrying blood from the heart) which 
takes blood to the other parts of the body 


AP n [U] trademark, abbreviation for Advanced Place- 
ment (= a program for HIGH SCHOOL students of- 
fering courses that are equal to college courses) © 
Students’ decisions to either take or avoid AP courses 
have fundamental effects on their college 
attendance. 


apart /a'part/ adv 1 separated by a distance © 
Stand with your feet wide apart and bend from the 
waist. O How far apart should | put my stereo speak- 
ers? © We both travel a lot, but when we’re apart we 
keep in touch by phone. © (fig.) The strike continued, 
and both sides remained very far apart. 2 (esp. of a 
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machine) Apart can also mean separated into its 
parts: He had to take the hot-water pump apart to 
repair it. 3 Apart can also mean separated in time: 
Our two kids were born just eighteen months apart. 


IDIOM with apart 


e apart from except for O Apart from the low salary, 
it’s not a bad job. 


apartheid /9 'par ,tait, -,tet/ n [U] (in the past) 
a political system in South Africa that legally sepa- 
rated people of different races 


apartment /9'part-mant/, abbreviation apt., esp. 
Br flat n [C] 1 a set of rooms for living in that in- 
cludes a kitchen and a bathroom © They lived in a 
six-room apartment on the eighth floor. 2 An apart- 
ment is also an APARTMENT BUILDING. 


apartment building, apartment house n 
[C] a building containing apartments 


apathy /‘zp-a-6i/ n [U] lack of interest, or the 
attitude of not caring resulting from it © There is a 
growing sense of apathy among teens and a feeling 
that there are no opportunities, he said. 
apathetic /,zp-a'6et-1k/ adj © apathetic voters 


ape ANIMAL /erp/ n[C] a mammal that has long 
arms and no tail or a short tail and that is related 
to monkeys © Chimpanzees, gorillas, and orangu- 
tans are all apes. 


COPY /eip/ v[T] often disapproving to copy something 
or someone © Because of snob appeal, high-priced 
American clothing stores ape British usage and call 
suspenders “braces.” 


aperture /‘zp-ar tJur, -tfar/ n [C] a small and 
often narrow opening, esp. one that allows light 
into a camera 


apex /'er-peks/ n [C usually sing] the highest 
point or top of something © the apex of a pyramid 
© He reached the apex of his career during that 
period. 


aphorism /‘zf-a,r1z-am/ n [C] a short saying 
that is intended to express a general truth 


apiece /a'pi:s/ adv [not gradable] each © In good 
condition, dolls from this period sell for $500 apiece. 


apocalypse /s 'pak-a lips/ n [U] 1 an event re- 
sulting in great destruction and violent change 2 
In the Bible, the Apocalypse is the total destruction 
of the world. 


apolitical /,e1-pa'lit-1-kal/ adj not interested in 
or connected with politics © The appointment of 
judges, they said, should be apolitical. 


apologetic /2,pal-a'dget-1k/ adj expressing re- 
gret about having caused someone inconvenience 
or unhappiness © He was apologetic for not return- 
ing my call. 
apologetically /a ,pal-a'd3et-1-kli/ adv 


apologize /9'pal-2 ,dzaiz/ v [I] to tell someone 
that you are sorry for something that has caused 


| 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | ur rude | a cut | 9 alone 


39 appellate 


inconvenience or unhappiness © She apologized for 
her husband's rudeness. © If | offended you, | apolo- 
gize. © He said he had nothing to apologize for. 
apology /a'pal-a-d3i/ n[C] an act of saying that 
you are sorry O | have an apology to make to you - 
| opened your letter by mistake. © He owes me an 
apology (= He should say he is sorry). © My apolo- 
gies (= 1! am sorry) for not writing you sooner. 


apostle /a'pas:al/ n [C] any of the twelve men 
whom Jesus Christ chose to teach other people 
about Christianity, or someone who strongly sup- 
ports a particular belief or political movement 


apostrophe /s'pas-tra-fi/ n [C] grammar a 
mark (’) used in writing to show that a letter or a 
number has been omitted, or before or after s to 
show possession 


appall /a'po:1/ v [T] to cause someone to be ex- 
tremely upset or shocked © | was appalled by the 
condition of our facilities, especially the dirty locker 
room. 
appalling /a'po:-lin/ adjo | was dismayed by the 
President’s appalling economic record. 


apparatus EQUIPMENT /,zp-a'rzt-as, -'rert-/ 
n [C/U] pl apparatuses, apparatus a set of equip- 
ment, tools, or a machine that is used for a partic- 
ular purpose © [C] The garage had an apparatus to 
lift cars up. 

SYSTEM /,zep-a'rat-as, -'reit-/ n [C] p/ appara- 
tuses, apparatus a system or organization © Tech- 
nology has moved so fast, the old regulatory 
apparatus can’t be made to apply to the Internet. 


apparel! /a'pzr-al/ n[U] clothes, esp. of a special 
type © children’s/women’s apparel © riding/sports 
apparel 


apparent © /a'pzr-ant, -'per-/ adj 1 able to 
be seen or understood © [+ that clause] /t was be- 
coming increasingly apparent that he could no 
longer look after himself. 2 Apparent also means 
seeming to be true: The apparent cause of death 
was drowning, but further tests were needed. 
apparently © /a'pzr:ant-li, -‘per-/ adv accord- 
ing to what seems to be true or what is likely, 
based on what you know © The computer trouble 
was apparently caused by a programming error. 


apparition /,zp-a'r1J-an/ n[C] something you 
believe, imagine, or dream you see, esp. the form 
of a person; GHOST 


appeal ATTRACT /a'pi:!/ v [I] to be interesting 
or attractive O Such music managed to appeal to the 
tastes of both young and old. 
appeal /a'pi:l/ n [U] © Eating out has lost much of 
its appeal. 
appealing /a'pi:-lin/ adj © The package describ- 
ing European tours certainly made them seem 
appealing. 

ARGUE /a'pi:l/ v[I/T] to request formally that a de- 
cision, esp. a legal or official one, be changed © [T] 
The verdict was appealed to a higher court. 
appeal /a'pi:l/ n [C/U] © [U] The decision was re- 
versed on appeal. 


REQUEST /a'pi:|/ v [I] to make a serious or formal 
request for help, esp. in an emergency © Blood sup- 
plies are running low, and the Red Cross is appealing 
for blood donations. 
appeal /a'pi:l/ n [C] © Many charities issued an 
appeal for contributions to help victims of the 
earthquake. 


appear BE PRESENT /a'pir/ v [I] 1 to become 
noticeable or to be present © At this point the ferry 
boat suddenly appeared. © Her picture appeared on 
the front page of the newspaper. © We have to ap- 
pear in court next week. 2 To appear is also to be 
made available: The interview with the president will 
appear next Sunday. 
appearance /a'pir-ans/ n [C] © It was his first 
television appearance. 


SEEM /a'pir/ v to seem © [L] The governor appeared 
confident of victory on the eve of the election. © [+ 
(that) clause] /t appears (that) she had asked some- 
one to drive her home from the party. © [+ to infin- 
itive] There appears to be some mistake. 
appearance /a'pir-ans/ n(U] the way a person 
or thing looks or seems to other people © The most 
striking feature of his appearance was his long hair. 
appearances /a'pir-an-saz/ pi n what things 
look like or seem to be rather than what they ac- 
tually are O He was a far more complicated man than 
outward appearances suggested. \ 


PERFORM /a'pir/ v[l always + adv/prep] to perform 
publicly in a play, movie, dance, or other similar 
event O He is currently appearing in two movies. 
appearance /a'pir:ans/ n [C] © Her only screen 
appearances were in two made-for-television movies. 


WORD FAMILY appear 


Nouns appearance Verbs 


disappearance 


appear 
disappear 


IDIOM with appear 


e put in/make an appearance to go to an event, 
but only for a short time because you do not really 
want to be there © | felt like | had to put in an ap- 
pearance at the staff party, but | only stayed for an 
hour. 


appease /a'pi:z/ v [T] (in arguments or war) to 
prevent further disagreement by giving to the 
other side something that they have demanded © 
They questioned whether, in his desire to appease the 
conservatives in his own party, the president was sell- 
ing out to them. 
appeasement /a'pi:z-meant/ n [U] 1 the action 
of satisfying the demands an AGGRESSIVE person, 
country, or organization © a policy of appeasement 
2 world history Appeasement was also a policy 
used in the 1930s by England and France in re- 
sponse to Germany’s military attempts to take 
more land. 


appelate jurisdiction n [U] social studies 
the right of a court to change the decisions of a 
lower court © Compare ORIGINAL JURISDICTION 


appellate /o'pel-at/ adj [not gradable] involv- 
ing an attempt to get a legal decision changed o 
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append 


The mistrial ruling was upheld in 2007 by a state 
appellate court. 


append @® /2'pend/ v [T] fm! to add something 
to the end of a piece of writing © Several footnotes 
were appended to the text. 


appendage /2'pen-did3/ n[C] a smaller or less 
important part that is attached to something © The 
organism has small, leaflike appendages. 


appendicitis /a,pen-da'sart-as/ n[U] a painful 
and serious infection of the APPENDIX, which often 
results in the appendix being removed by an 
operation 


appendix © BOOK PART /a'pen-diks/ n[C] pi 
appendices, appendixes writing a separate part 
at the end of a book or report that gives additional 
information © The appendix lists all the Olympic 
champions. 

BODY PART /a'pen-diks/ n [C] p/ appendixes, ap- 
pendices a small, curved part attached to the IN- 
TESTINES (= tube in the body in which food is 
digested) which has no known use 


appetite /‘zp-a,tart/ n [C] a desire or need for 
something, esp. food © a good/healthy appetite o 
an appetite for adventure 
appetizing /'ep-a,tar-zin/ adj interesting or at- 
tractive, esp. because you think it will be good to 
eat © an appetizing dessert 


appetizer /'zp-a ,tar-zar/ n[C] a small amount 
of food eaten before a meal or as the first part of it 


applaud CLAP /a'plo:d/ v [I/T] to show your en- 
joyment or approval of something such as a per- 
formance by clapping your hands repeatedly 


PRAISE /a'plo:d/ v [T] to say that you admire and 
agree with a person’s action or decision © We ap- 
plaud the family’s decision to protect their privacy. 


applause /a'plo:z/ n [U] the action or sound 
made by a number of people clapping their hands 
repeatedly to show their enjoyment or approval, 
esp. of a performance or speech 


apple /'zp-al/ n [C/U] a round, edible fruit hav- 
ing a red, green, or yellow skin, or the tree on 
which it grows 


applesauce /‘zp-al,s>:s/ n [U] a sweet food 
made from cooked apples 


appliance /a'plai-ans/ n[C] a device, machine, 
or piece of equipment, esp. an electrical one that 
is used in the home, such as a REFRIGERATOR or 
washing machine © electrical/home/household/ 
kitchen appliances 


apply REQUEST /a'plat/ v [I] to request some- 
thing, usually officially, esp. by writing or by send- 
ing in a form © to apply for a job/loan © She applied 
for admission to law school. 
application /,zp-la'ker: fan/ n [C/U] © [U] a let- 
ter of application © [C] I’ve sent off applications for 
four different jobs. 
applicant /‘zp-l-kant/ n [C] a person who for- 
mally requests something, such as a job or admis- 
sion to a college or university 


HAVE TO BO WITH /9a'plar/ v [I] (esp. of rules or 
laws) to have to do with someone or something; 
relate © The same rules apply to everybody. 
applicable /‘zp-lt-ka-bal, a'plik-a-/ adj © This 
law is only applicable to nonprofit organizations. 

PUT ON /a'plat/ v [T] to spread or rub cream, paint, 
etc., on a surface © She applied the lotion gently to 
her sunburned arms. 
application /,zp-la'ker-fan/ n [C] © Allow two 
hours between applications of the paint to let it dry. 

USE /a'plar/ v [T] 1 to make use of something for 
a particular purpose © As a translator, he was able 
to apply his knowledge of foreign languages. © The 
driver failed to apply his brakes in time. 2 If you 
apply yourself to something, you work hard at it. 
applied /a'plard/ adj (of a subject of study) hav- 
ing a practical use rather than being only theo- 
retical O applied mathematics 
application /,zp-la'ker-fan/ n[C] 1 a particular 
use 2 An application is a computer program that 
is designed for a particular purpose. 


WORD FAMILY apply 


Nouns applicant Adjectives applicable 


applied 


application 
apply 


Verbs 


appoint /2'point/ v [T] to choose someone of- 
ficially for a job or responsibility © Commissioner 
Curtis was appointed by President Bush. 
appointee /9,poin 'ti:/ n[C] a person who is ap- 
pointed to a job or position © The 39-year-old is a 
Commerce Department political appointee (= some- 
one who gets a job because of support for a po- 
litical party). 
appointment /a'point-mant/ n [C/U] © There 
were questions about Lynch’s appointment to a fed- 
eral post. 


appointment /a'p2int-mant/ n [C/U] a for- 
mal arrangement to meet or visit someone at a 
particular time and place © [C] / have a doctor's 
appointment tomorrow. 


IDIOM with appointment 


e by appointment happening only when a special 
arrangement has been made for someone to do 
something or see someone © Visitors can see the 
art collection by appointment only. 


apportion /a'po:r- fan, -'pour-/ v [T] to give or 
share something among several people or things 
© How should medical care be funded and 
apportioned? 


appraise /a'preiz/ v [T] 1 to judge the quality, 
success, or needs of someone or something © So- 
cial workers appraise the needs of each family. 2 
Appraise also means to judge the worth of some- 
thing: A professional appraised my jewelry. 
appraisal /a'prer-zal/ n [C/U] © | was pleased 
with the appraisal of my work. 


appreciable © /a'pri:-ja-bal, a'prif-a-/ adj 
(esp. of amounts or changes) large enough to be 
noticed or to have an effect 0 My little donation will 
not make an appreciable difference. 
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appreciably © /a'pri:-fa-bli, a'prif-a-/ adv 


appreciate @ VALUE /o'pri:-fi: ert, a'prif- 
i:-/ v[T] 1 to be aware of something, or to under- 
stand that something is valuable © [+ that clause] 
| appreciate that this is a difficult decision for you. 2 
To appreciate something also means to be grateful 
for something: | appreciated your help very much. 
appreciation © /9,pri::fi:'er- fan, a,prif-i:-/n 
[U] © “I'd just like a little appreciation,” she sobbed. 
appreciative /a'pri::fat-1v, o'prif-at-/ adj Oo An 
appreciative audience wildly applauded the 
performance. 
appreciatively /a'pri::fat-1v-li, a'prif-at-/ advo 
She smiled appreciatively at him. 

INCREASE /a'pri::fi:,ert, a'prif-i:-/ v [I/T] to in- 
crease in value © [I] Our house appreciated by 20% 
in two years. 
appreciation /o,pri::fi:'er- fan, 9,pris-i:-/ n [U] 
© New funds are generated by the appreciation of 
our assets. 


WORD FAMILY appreciate 


Nouns 


appreciation Verbs appreciate 


Adjectives appreciable Adverbs appreciatively 
appreciative 


apprehend /,zp-r'hend/ v [T] to catch and 
put a person under police control; to ARREST © Last 
night police apprehended the suspect. 
apprehension /,zp-ri1'hen-tfan/ n[U] © There’s 
an $8000 reward for the apprehension of the 
perpetrators. 


apprehension /,zp-ri‘hen-tfan/ n [U] anxi- 
ety about the future; fear of something unpleasant 
happening © | felt great apprehension over my first 
day at work. 
apprehensive /,zp-n'hen-stv/ adj 9 We’re all 
apprehensive about tomorrow's meeting. 
apprehensively /,zp-r'hen-siv-li/ adv © They 
looked apprehensively around the room. 


apprentice /a'prent-as/ n [C] someone who 
works for an expert to learn a particular skill or job 
© He worked for two years as a plumber’s apprentice 
apprentice /a'prent:-as/ v[I/T] © [I] / apprenticed 
with my father, who was a stonemason. 


apprise /9'praiz/ v [T] fm/to tell or inform some- 
one about something © The parents were apprised 
of their son’s injuries. 


approach COME NEAR /a'prout{/ v [I/T] 1 to 
come nearer to something or someone © [I] We 
could see the train approaching from a distance. 2 lf 
you approach someone, you meet or communi- 
cate directly with that person: [T] We approached 
the bank manager about a loan. 
approach /a'proutf/ n [C/U] ° [U] The approach 
of winter sends many birds flying south. 
approachable /a'prou-tfa-bal/ adj easy to talk 
to; friendly © Malcolm is always very approachable 
— talk it over with him. 


USAGE 
approach 


The verb approach is not normally followed by 
a preposition. 


He approached the door. 
He-appreached-to-the-deor. 


DEAL WITH /9'proutJ/ v [T] to deal with something 
© We should approach this problem logically. 
approach /a'proutf/ n[C] O We need to adopt a 
different approach to the problem. 


approbation /,eep-ra'ber-fan/ n [U] fm! ap- 
proval or agreement, often given by an official 
group; praise © Kids need their fathers’ approbation. 


appropriate © CORRECT /9'prou:pri:-at/ adj 
correct or right for a particular situation or occa- 
sion © Punishment should be appropriate to the 
crime. © | don’t have any appropriate clothes. 
appropriately © /a'prou-pri:-at-li/ advo Those 
kids aren’t appropriately dressed for the cold. 
appropriateness © /9'prou- pri: at-nas/ n [U] 
© | wonder about the appropriateness of borrowing 
money from my brother. 


TAKE /a'prou- pri: ,ert/ v [T] 1 to take and use for a 
purpose © The state appropriated funds for more 
clinics. 2 Appropriate also means to steal: He /ost 
his job after he appropriated some of the company’s 
money. 
appropriation /9,prou-pri:'er-Jan/ n[C] © The 
city council approved an appropriation of $10,000 
to plant trees. 


approve AGREE WITH /a'pru:v/ v [I] to have a 
good opinion of someone or something © | wish 
my mother approved of my friends. 
approval /a'pru:-val/ n (U] © She craves the ap- 
proval of her classmates. 


USAGE 

approve 

If you are using approve to say that you think 

something is good, then you cannot say that 

you “approve something.” You have to say that 

you “approve of something.” 
He-deesn“t-approve-his-brothers-behaviour: 
He doesn’t approve of his brother’s behavior. 


PERMIT /a'pru:v/ v [T] to accept or allow some- 
thing officially © Finally the court approved the sale 
of the property. 
approval /a'pru:-val/ n[U] © You'll need your par- 
ents’ approval to take this field trip. 


WORD FAMILY approve 
Nouns 


Verbs approve 
disapprove 


approval 
disapproval 


Adverbs approvingly 


approximate © /2'prak-sa-mat/ adj almost 
exact O Can you tell me the approximate value of 
this watch? 

approximate © /a'prak-sa ,meit/ v[T] tocome 
near in quality, amount, value, or character O The 
painting only approximated the mountain 
landscape. 
approximately © /a'prak-sa-mat-li/ advo The 
job will take approximately three weeks to do. 
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q 


apricot 
approximation © /a,prak-sa'mer:fan/ n[C]o 
! only have an approximation of the size of the room. 


WORD FAMILY approximate 


Nouns approximation Adjectives approximate 
Adverbs 


A, 


Verbs approximate approximately 


apricot /‘zp-ra,kat, ‘er-pra-/ n [C] a small or- 
ange fruit 


April /'e1-pral/, abbreviation Apr. n [C/U] the fourth 
month of the year, after March and before May 


April Fool's Day n [Cc usually sing] April 1, a 
day when people deceive others for amusement 
and then say, “April fool”. 


apron /'er-pran/ n [C] a piece of clothing worn 
over the front of other clothes to keep them clean 
when doing a dirty or messy job, esp. cooking 


apt CORRECT /zpt/ adj correct or right for a par- 
ticular situation O Chris’s apt comments summed up 
our opinions. 
aptly /‘zep-tli/ advo He was very tall and was aptly 
called “Stretch.” 

LIKELY /zept/ adj [+ to infinitive] likely © This old roof 
is apt to leak when it rains. 


apt. n[C] abbreviation for APARTMENT 


aptitude /‘zp-ta ,tu:d/ n [C/U] natural ability or 
skill © [U] My son has no aptitude for sports. 


aptitude test n [C] a test that measures your 
ability to succeed at something 


aqua /‘zk-wa, ‘ak-/, aquamarine /,zk:-wa-ma 
'riin, ,ak-/ adj, n[U] (of) the color that is a mixture 
of blue and green © an aqua sea © [U] You look 
good in aqua. 


aquarium /a'kwer-i:-am, 9'kweer-/ n[C] aglass 
container or pool in which small fish and other wa- 
ter animals and plants are kept, or a building, usu- 
ally open to the public, in which many different 
fish and other water animals live and can be 
studied 


Aquarius /a'kwer-i:-as, a'kweer-/ n [C/U] the 
eleventh sign of the ZODIAC, covering the period 
January 20 to February 18 and represented by a 
person carrying water, or a person born during this 
period 


aquatic /9'kwet-1k/ adj [not gradable] living in, 
happening in, or connected with water © Water- 
skiing is my favorite aquatic sport. 


aqueduct /'zk-wa ,dakt/ n[C] a structure like a 
bridge for carrying water across land in pipes or 
an open channel 


aqueous /‘zk-wi:-as/ adj [not gradable] chem- 
istry made with or containing water 


Arab /‘zr-ab/ adj, n[C] a person whose language 
is Arabic, an important language of the Middle 
East, or who comes from an Arabic-speaking coun- 
try, esp. in the Middle East 


Arabic numeral / zr-9-b1k'nu:-ma-ral/ n[C] 
one of the symbols (1, 2, 3, etc.) used by many 
people to write numbers © Compare ROMAN 
NUMERAL 


arable /‘zr-a-bal/ adj (of land) used for or right 
for growing crops © The country is rich in arable 
land. 


arbiter /‘ar-bat-ar/ n [C] 1 a person who acts as 
a judge in an argument or of a subject of interest 
© Certain magazines are arbiters of fashion. 2 An 
arbiter is also an ARBITRATOR. © See at ARBITRATE 


arbitrary © /‘ar-ba,trer-i/ adj based ona desire 
or idea or chance rather than reason © Her outfit 
was an arbitrary choice but was just perfect. 
arbitrarily © /,ar-ba'trer-a-li/ adv 0 We didn’t 
think much about it, just arbitrarily decided to go to 
Italy. 
ni bitreiipe @ /,ar-ba'trer-i:-nas/ n [U] disap- 
proving © The arbitrariness of human nature infuriates me. 


arbitrate /‘ar-bo,treit/ v [I/T] to make a formal 
judgment to decide an argument © [T] A referee 
was hired to arbitrate the dispute. 
arbitration /,ar-ba'trer-fan/ n [U] the formal 
process of having an outside person, chosen by 
both sides to a disagreement, end the disagree- 
ment © Both labor and management have agreed to 
arbitration. 
arbitrator /‘ar-ba,trert-ar/, arbiter n [C] © The 
independent arbitrator has the approval of both sides 
in the dispute. 


arc /ark/ n [C] geometry a part of a circle, or the 
shape of a curved line © The ball rose in a high arc 
and landed beyond the fence. 


arcade /ar'kerd/ n[C] 1 an area where there are 
many electronic or other coin-operated games for 
the public © video-game arcades © a carnival arcade 
2 An arcade is also a covered area between build- 
ings, esp. one with arches and columns where 
there are shops. 


arcane /ar'ketn/ adj complicated and therefore 
understood or known by only a few people © They 
worked hard to negotiate New York's arcane rules for 
getting on presidential ballots. 


arch /art{/ n [C] 1 a structure consisting of a 
curved top on two supports which holds the 
weight of something above it, or something dec- 
orative that has this shape © Two rows of arches 
support the roof of the building. 2 The arch of your 
foot is the higher, curved part on the bottom. 
arch /artJ/ v [l/T] © [T] Cats often arch their backs 
when they stretch. 
arched /artJt/ adj o Arched bookcases filled each 
end of the room. 


archaeology, archeology /,ar-ki:'al-9-d3i/ n 
[U] the study of ancient cultures through exami- 
nation of their buildings, tools, and other objects 
archaeological, archeological /,ar-ki:-9'lad3-1- 
kal/ adj [not gradable] © | always wanted to go on 
an archaeological dig. 
archaeologist, archeologist /,ar-ki: 'al-a-dgast/ 
n [C] © A marine archaeologist has uncovered the 
wreck of the sunken ship. 
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archaic /ar'ker-1k/ adj of or belonging to the 
past; from an ancient period in history © Some peo- 
ple like to show off by using archaic words. 


archbishop /arts'bif-ap, ‘art{,brf-/ n [C] a 
BISHOP (= an important priest) of the highest rank, 
in charge of the churches and other bishops in a 
large area 


archdiocese /art{'dat-a-sas, -,si:z/ n [C] the 
area of which an ARCHBISHOP is in charge 


archer /‘ar-t{ar/ n [C] a person who shoots with 
a BOW (= long stick held bent by a string tied to 
the ends) and arrow, usually for sport 
archery /'‘ar-tfa-ri/ n [U] the skill or sport of 
shooting arrows 


archetype /‘ar-ka,tap/ n (C] literature the 
original model or a perfect example of something 
archetypal /,ar-ka'tar-pal/ adj [not gradable] 


archipelago /,ar-ka'pel-9,gou, ,ar-tfo-/ n [C] 
plarchipelagoes, archipelagos a group of islands, 
or an area of sea where there are many islands © 
The Hawaiian archipelago is made up of a number 
of large islands and some extremely small ones. 


architect /‘ar-ka ,tekt/ n [C] a person who de- 
signs new buildings and is responsible for how 
they are built © (fig.) President Roosevelt was the 
architect of the New Deal during the Great 
Depression. 
architecture /'ar-ka,tek-tfar/ n [U] the art and 
science of designing and making buildings, or the 
style of a building © modern/classical/Gothic archi- 
tecture © He studied architecture with Gropius. 
architectural /,ar-ka'tek-tfa-ral/ adj [not grad- 
able] © Framed architectural drawings hung on the 
walls of his office. 


archive /‘ar-katv/, archives n the documents 
showing the history of a place, organization, or 
family, or the place where these are kept © The 
author's manuscripts are in the college archives. 
archival /ar'kat-val/ adj [not gradable] © I’m do- 
ing some archival research on my family’s history. 


Arctic /‘ark-tik, ‘art-1k/ n [U] the large and ex- 
tremely cold area around the North Pole © The Arc- 
tic is not a barren wasteland. © Compare ANTARCTIC 
arctic /‘ark-tik, ‘art-1k/ adj extremely cold © Arctic 
air stung New England with freezing temperatures. 


ardent /‘ard-®nt/ adj showing strong feelings; 
eager © They were ardent pacifists. 


ardor, Cdnardour /‘ard-ar/ n[U] strong emotion, 
or great enthusiasm or excitement © She fires off 
the facts, yet lets her ardor for her cause come 
through. © Her ardor for basketball impressed me. 


arduous /‘ar-d32-was/ adj difficult and tiring, or 
needing a great deal of effort © /n those days, a trip 
to the West was an arduous journey. 


are /ar, ar, r/ present simple of BE, used with you/ 
we/they © Are you hungry? © They are late. 


area © PLACE /'‘er-i:-9, ‘zer-/ n [C] 1 a part of 
the earth’s surface of land and water, or a partic- 


argue 


ular part of a country, city, town, etc. © an indus- 
trial/suburban/mountainous area 2 An area is also 
a particular part of anything that takes space: This 
area of the brain is called the cerebral cortex. 

SUBJECT /'er-i:-9, 'zer-/ n[C] a particular subject or 
activity O His area of expertise includes learning 
disorders. 

MEASURE /'‘er-i:-9, ‘zer-/ n [C/U] geometry the 
measure of a flat space or surface © [C] You get the 
area of a rectangle by multiplying its length by its 
width. 
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AREA 


area code n [C] a set of three numbers, con- 
nected with a particular area, that come at the be- 
ginning of a telephone number 


arena /a'ri:-na/ n(C] 1 a central, level area for 
the performance of sports or entertainment, hav- 
ing raised seats around it from which people can 
see the activities, or a building containing the seats 
and performance area © a sports arena 2 An arena 
is also a particular activity, esp. one that involves 
competition and gets a lot of public attention: She 
entered the political arena as a young woman. 


aren't /arnt, ‘ar-ant/ contraction of are not © They 
aren't here yet. 


IDIOM with aren’t 


earen't 1? am | not? © I’m getting better at this, 
aren’t 170 Aren't I lucky to have such a great family? 
O USAGE: Used in questions. 


argon /‘ar ,gan/ n[(U] chemistry a gas, one of the 
chemical elements, that has no color, taste, or 
smell and does not combine with other elements 


argue DISAGREE /'‘ar-gju:/ v [I] to disagree esp. 
strongly and sometimes angrily in talking or dis- 
cussing something © They argued about money. © | 
can’t argue with you about that (=| agree with you). 
argument /‘ar-gja:-mant/ n [C] © | had an argu- 
ment with my boss. 


WORD CHOICES argue 


The word disagreement can be used as an al- 
ternative to “argument.” 
There was a disagreement over who should 
pay the bill. 
lf an argument involves a lot of angry feelings, 
you can use the word quarrel. 
There were bitter quarrels between the two 
neighbors. 
An argument about something that is not im- 
portant can be described as a squabble. 
I’m always dealing with squabbles between 
the children. > 
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argument 44 


A tiff is an informal word for a slight argument 
between two people. 
A tiff with a teammate had something to do 
with his leaving the game early. 
If you want to suggest that an argument is po- 
lite and not very serious, you can use the 
phrase a difference of opinion. 
There was a slight difference of opinion over 
whose turn it was to do the dishes. 
An official argument can be described as a 
dispute. 
He was involved in a bitter dispute with his 
employer. 
If a lot of people are arguing about a subject 
that affects many people, you can use the word 
controversy. 
There was a big controversy over the issue of 
a school dress code. 
An angry argument that lasts for a long time 
can be described as a feud. 
Relatives can’t remember how the feud 
between the brothers began. 


GIVE REASONS /‘ar-gju:/ v [I/T] 1 to give the rea- 
sons for your opinion about the truth of something 
or to explain why you believe something should 
be done © [I] They argued for/against a tax cut. 2 
law To argue is also to represent the case of some- 
One in a court of law. 
arguable /‘ar-gja-wa-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
possible to give reasons for and against; DEBATABLE 
0 It’s arguable that another route would be just as 
bad. 
arguably /'ar-gja-wa-bli/ adv [not gradable] o 
She was, arguably, the best female basketball player 
of all time. 
argument /‘ar-gja-mant/ n [C] 1 A good argu- 
ment can be made for providing health insurance for 
all children. 2 law An argument is a lawyer's rep- 
resentation of a case in a court of law. 


WORD FAMILY argue 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs arguably 


argument argue 


Adjectives arguable 
argumentative 


argument /‘ar-gja-mant/ n[C] literature 1 the 
subject matter of a written work and the devel- 
opment of the ideas in it 2 An argument is also a 
brief SUMMARY of a written work. 


argumentative /ar-gja'ment-at-1v/ adj quick 
to disagree and argue O Don't be so argumentative. 


aria /‘ar-i:-2/ n[C] a song sung by one person in 
an opera or in some other types of music 


arid /‘zr-ad/ adj (of land or weather) having little 
rain; very dry © an arid region 


Aries /‘er-i:z, ‘er-i:,:z, 'zer-/ n [C/U] the first sign 
of the ZODIAC, covering the period March 21 to 
April 19 and represented by a RAM, or a person 
born during this period 


arise HAPPEN /9'raiz/ v [I] past simp. arose, past 
part. arisen to come into existence or begin to be 
noticed; happen © Problems arise when kids leave 
school. 0 When the opportunity arose, he decided to 
take it. 


GET UP /a'raiz/ v [I] past simp. arose, past part. arisen 
fmi to get up, esp. from bed after sleeping © We 
arose early on Saturday morning. 


aristocracy /zr-9'stak-ra-si/ n[C] 1 a class of 
people of high social rank 2 politics & govern- 
ment An aristocracy is also a government ruled by 
or consisting of people of a high social class. 
aristocrat /a'ris-ta,kraet, 'zer-a-sta-/ n [C] Oa 
prep-school-educated American aristocrat 
aristocratic /a,ris-ta'kret-tk, ,zr-a-sta-/ adj 
[gradable] © His aristocratic manner alienated many 
voters. 


arithmetic /a'r19-ma ,tik/ n [U] mathematics 
the process of making calculations such as adding, 
multiplying, and dividing by using numbers, or 
the study of this 
arithmetical /,er-90'met-1-kal, ,zer-/ adj math- 
ematics © an arithmetical operation/progression 
arithmetically /,er-90'met-r-kli, ,aer-/ adv 
mathematics © arithmetically equivalent numbers 


arm BODY PART /arm/ n [C] 1 either of the two 
long parts of the upper body that are joined to the 
shoulders and have hands at the end © Her arm 
was bandaged from elbow to wrist. 0 He held his 
young son in his arms (= closely). 2 The arm of a 
piece of clothing or furniture is a part of it that you 
put your arm in or on: the arm of a jacket/chair 3 
An arm of an organization is a part of it with par- 
ticular responsibilities: the company’s investment 
banking arm 
armful /'arm-ful/ n [C] the amount that a person 
can carry in one or both arms © an armful of 
groceries 


PROVIDE WEAPONS /arm/ v [T] to provide yourself 
or others with a weapon or weapons © He armed 
himself with a baseball bat before going outside. 
armed /armd/ adj [not gradable] 1 using or car- 
rying weapons © armed guards © armed robbery 2 
If you are armed with something, you know or 
have access to something that can be useful to 
you: Kids should be armed with the facts about the 
disease. 
arms /armz/ p/n weapons and explosives used in 
fighting wars 


IDIOMS with arm 


earm in arm with your arm resting in the curve of 
another person’s arm © We walked arm in arm 
through the park. 

eat arm’s length as far away from your body as 
possible © He held the snake at arm's length. 


armadillo /,ar-ma'dil-ou/ n [C] pl armadillos a 
small animal found in South America, Central 
America, and in the southern US which has a body 
covered by hard, bony strips that allow it to curl 
into a ball to protect itself when attacked 
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45 arrange 


armament /‘ar-ma:mant/ n [C/U] weapons, 
explosives, and other military equipment © [C] a 
seller of armaments 


armchair /‘arm-tfer, -t{zer/ n[C] a comfortable 
chair with two resting places for the arms 


armed forces p/ na country’s military forces, 
usually an army, navy, and air force 


armistice /‘ar-ma:-stas/ n[C] politics & govern- 
ment an agreement between two countries or 
groups at war to stop fighting for a period of time, 
esp. to talk about possible peace 


armor, Cdn, 8r armour /‘ar-mar/ n [U] 1 strong 
covering that protects a person, animal, or vehicle 
© samurai armor 2 Armor is also military vehicles 
that are covered in strong metal. 
armored, Cdn, Br armoured /'ar-mard/ adj 1 cov- 
ered with a special material that protects against 
weapons © an armored personnel carrier 2 An ar- 
mored military division has vehicles covered with 
armor. 
armory, Cdn, Br armoury /‘ar-ma-ri/ n [C] 1 a 
place where weapons and other military equip- 
ment are stored 2 An armory is also a large build- 
ing where members of local military units meet to 
train and where other events are sometimes held. 


armored Car n[C]asmall truck that is covered 
with ARMOR and that is used esp. to move large 
amounts of money from one place to another 


armpit /‘arm-pit/ n [C] the hollow place under 
your arm where it joins your body 


arms /armz/ pino See at ARM PROVIDE WEAPONS 


arms control n [U] world history the inter- 
national effort to limit the number and types of 
weapons that countries are allowed to have 


arms race n [C] world history a situation in 
which two or more countries are increasing the 
number and strength of their weapons 


army /‘ar-mi/ n[C] 1 a military force, usually be- 
longing to a country, that has the training and 
equipment to fight on land © She decided to join 
the army. 2 An army is also any large group: An 
army of bystanders watched the film crew work. 


aroma /3'rou-ma/ n[C] a strong, usually pleas- 
ant smell © the aroma of coffee and frying eggs 
aromatic /,zr-a'meet-1k/ adj © an aromatic pine 
forest 


arose /a'rouz/ past simple of ARISE 


around. IN THIS DIRECTION /a'raund/ prep, adv 
[not gradable] in a position or direction surround- 
ing, along the outside of, or from one part of to 
another © We sat around the table. © Go around to 
the back of the house and come in through the 
kitchen. © We drove around town for a while, looking 
for a place to park. © She turned around (= so that 
she was facing in the opposite direction) and 
waved goodbye. © (fig.) He built his story around the 
theme of Spiritual loneliness. 

HERE/NEAR /a'raund/ adj, adv positioned or mov- 
ing in or near a place © / used to live around here. 
oO Will you guys be around next week? 


TO ALL PARTS /a'raund/ prep, adv [not gradable] in 
or to many parts of or all directions © Car phones 
are common all around the country. © People came 
from miles around. 


APPROXIMATELY /a'raund/ adv about; approxi- 
mately © Around 40 people showed up. © He arrived 
in Kansas City around 1984. 


IDIOMS with around 


earound and around moving in circles © The 
skater twirled around and around. © Compare 
ROUND AND ROUND at ROUND IDIOMS 

earound the clock all day and all night without 
stopping © They're working around the clock to get 
it done. © around-the-clock news coverage 0 Com- 
pare ROUND THE CLOCK at ROUND IDIOMS 
e(right/just) around the corner 1 very close to 
the place that you are © There’s a deli around the 
corner. 2 A time or event that is just around the 
corner is coming very soon: It’s still cold today, but 
spring is just around the corner. 


arouse /a'rauz/ v [T] to cause someone to have 
a particular feeling © He works hard to arouse his 
students’ curiosity. 


arraign /a'rein/ v [T] law to formally accuse 
someone of a particular crime in a court of law and 
to ask the accused to state guilt or innocence © He 
was arraigned on a robbery charge. 
arraignment /a'rein-mant/ n [C] law © They 
pleaded not guilty at their arraignment. 


arrange PLAN /a'reind3/ v[I/T] to plan or make 
preparations for something or for something to 
happen © [T] He arranged a meeting between the 
two leaders. © [+ to infinitive] My friends arranged 
to eat with me. © [I] Shelly arranged for the publi- 
cation of her thesis. 
arrangement /a'reind3-mant/ n [C] a plan or 
preparation for something, esp. for something to 
happen in a particular way © She had an arrange- 
ment to work at home two days a week. © Since the 
hotel was full, we had to make other arrangements. 


USAGE 
arrange or arrange for? 


Don’t forget to use for when you say that you 
are arranging for someone to do something or 
for something to happen. 
| will arrange for all the new trainees to visit 
the factory next week. 
t-will-arrange-allthe-new-_trainees-_to-visit the 
factery next-week: 
We have arranged for the talk to be held on 
Wednesday. 
We-have-arranged-thetalkte be hetd-on 
Wednesday: 


PUT IN POSITION /a'reind3/ v[T] to put something 
in a particular order © We arranged the chairs in a 
circle. © Books should be arranged alphabetically by 
author. 
arrangement /a'reind3:mant/ n [C] © a flower 
arrangement 
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arranged marriage 


WRITE MUSIC /a're1nd3/ v [T] to write the parts of 
a piece of music so that it can be played by a par- 
ticular instrument or instruments 
arrangement /a'reind3-mant/ n [C] © an ar- 
rangement for trumpet and cello 
arranger /a'rein-d3ar/ n [C] © Ellington was a 
composer, arranger, and pianist. 


WORD FAMILY arrange 


Nouns arrangement 


Verbs arrange 
rearrange 


arranged marriage rn [C] a marriage in 
which the parents choose the person their son or 
daughter will marry 


array /a're1/ n{C] a large group of things or peo- 
ple, esp. when shown or positioned in an attractive 
way © The airport shops offer a wide array of 
merchandise. 
array /a'ret/ v [T] © A battery of cameras was ar- 
rayed before them. 


arrest CATCH /a'rest/ v [T] (of the police) to use 
legal authority to catch and take someone to a 
place where the person may be accused of a crime 
© Kansas City police arrested a serial bank robber. 
arrest /a'rest/ n [C/U] © [C] FBI agents made the 
arrest. © [U] He was placed under arrest by federal 
marshals. 


STOP /a'rest/ v{T] to stop or slow an activity 0 An- 
tibiotics arrest the development of harmful bacteria. 
arresting /a'res-tin/ adj If something is arrest- 
ing, it causes you to stop and notice it: The house 
has an arresting view of the river. 


Arrhenius acid /9'ri:-ni:-9s, a'ret-/ n [C] a 
substance that reacts with water to release atoms 
of HYDROGEN that have a positive electrical 
CHARGE 


Arrhenius base /9'ri:-ni:-as, 9're1-/ chemis- 
try a substance that reacts with water to release 
atoms of a HYDROXIDE 


arrive /a'ta1v/ v [I] 1 to come to a place, esp. 
after traveling © What time is their plane scheduled 
to arrive? 2 \f someone or something arrives, it ap- 
pears: Sausages suddenly arrived on our table. 3 
infml Someone who has arrived has become suc- 
cessful: When they sent a limo for us, | knew we'd 
arrived. 

arrival /a'rat-val/ n [C/U] the act of someone or 
something that reaches a place or comes into ex- 
istence, Or a person or thing that reaches a place 
0 [U] The arrival of the railroad changed the western 
US. © [U] The arrival of the new year was greeted 
with joy. © {C] There were so many refugees that 
tents were needed to house new arrivals. 


USAGE ; 
arrive 


You arrive at a building or a part of a building. 
We arrived at the theater just as the play was 
starting. 
! arrived at the front entrance to find the door 
locked. 


You arrive in a city, town, or country. 

When do you arrive in Kansas City? 
You arrive home/here/there/etc. Do not use 
a preposition when arrive is used before an ad- 
verb that tells where. 


We arrived home yesterday. 


WORD CHOICES arrive y 


You can use get instead of arrive when you ar- 
rive at a particular place. 

What time did you get there? 

We got to the airport at six o'clock. 
If you arrive somewhere after a lot of traveling, 
you could use the verb reach. 

We won't reach Miami until evening. 
Come can be used instead of arrive when 
someone arrives at the place where you are. 

Has she come yet? 
If you successfully arrive somewhere when it 
has been difficult, in informal English, you 
could say make. 

We made it to the airport just in time for our 

flight. 

If you arrive by plane or train, or a plane or train 
you are traveling on arrives, you can say that 
you or it gets in. 

The train gets in at 6:40 p.m. 
Turn up, show up, and roll in are informal 
phrasal verbs that can be used when someone 
arrives at a place, especially when that person 
is late or was not expected. 

She turned up at my house late one night. 

He finally rolled in, three hours late. 


PHRASAL VERB with arrive 


e arrive at something to come to a decision about 
something after much consideration © How did he 
arrive at this estimate? 


arrogant /‘zr-a-gant/ adj proud in an unpleas- 
ant way and behaving as if you are better or more 
important than other people © / never met a more 
conceited and arrogant young man. 
arrogantly /‘zr-9-gent-li/ adv © Lapham arro- 
gantly claimed the land was his. 
arrogance /‘er-a-gans/ n [U] © | was disgusted 
by his arrogance. 


arrow /‘er-ou/ n[C] 1 along, thin stick, pointed 
at one end, that can be shot from a BOW 2 An 
arrow is also a sign (~), which points in a particular 
direction. 


arroyo /93'ro1-9, -,ou/ n[C] (in the southwestern 
US) a narrow channel in the ground that is usually 
dry but becomes a stream after heavy rain 


arsenal /‘ar-san-l/ n [C] a building or place 
where weapons and military equipment are made 
or stored, or a collection of weapons © the Picatinny 
Arsenal in New Jersey © an arsenal of rockets 
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artificial 


arsenic /‘ar-snik, ‘ar-sa-nik/ n[U] a very poison- 
ous substance, used to kill RATS (= animals like 
mice, but larger) and harmful insects 


arson /'ar-san/ n [C/U] the crime of intentionally 
starting a fire in order to damage or destroy some- 
thing, esp. a building 
arsonist /'ar-sa-nast/ n [C] © He was a convicted 
arsonist. 


art /art/ n[U] 1 the making or doing of something 
whose purpose is to bring pleasure to people 
through their enjoyment of what is beautiful and 
interesting, or things often made for this purpose, 
such as paintings, drawings, or SCULPTURES © an- 
cient/modern art 0 American/French/Japanese art © 
an art museum/gallery 2 An art is also a skill or abil- 
ity: He never learned the art of saying “Thank you.” 
artist /‘art-ast/ n [C] 1 a person who paints, 
draws, or makes SCULPTURES 2 An artist is also an 
actor, musician, dancer, or other performer. 
artistic /ar'tis-tik/ adj 1 These were the years of 
his finest artistic creativity. 2 An artistic person has 
skill or ability in painting, dancing, singing, etc. 
artistically /ar'tis-ti-kli/ adv © It was her most ar- 
tistically impressive performance to date. 
artistry /‘art-a-stri/ n [U] the special skills pos- 
sessed by someone who has the ability to make art 
© No American composer has topped the sheer art- 
istry, elegance, and wit of Cole Porter. 
arts /arts/ pl n the making, showing, or perfor- 
mance of painting, acting, dancing, music, etc. © 
fine/decorative/performing arts 
arty /‘art-i/, artsy /‘art-si/ adj infml, disapproving try- 
ing to be like artists or dress and live in the style 
typical of artists, esp. while lacking any real un- 
derstanding of art or the work of artists O an arty 
crowd 


WORD FAMILY art 


Nouns art Adjectives artistic 
artist arty 


artistry Adverbs 
arts 


artistically 


artery TUBE /‘art-a-ri/ n [C] biology one of the 
larger tubes that carry blood from the heart to 
other parts of the body © Compare VEIN TUBE 
ROAD /‘art-a-ri/ n [C] an important road, river, or 
other transportation route 


artesian well /ar'ti:-3an'wel/ n [C] a WELL (= 
underground place for water) in which the water 
is forced to the surface by natural pressure 


artful /‘art-fal/ adj intelligent and skillful, esp. in 
persuading, sometimes without being completely 
honest © His politics was an artful blend of high- 
minded patriotism and malicious gossip about his 
opponents. 
artfully /‘art-fa-li/ adv © The machinery is artfully 
concealed in a polished cabinet. 


arthritis /ar'erait-as/ n [U] a disease in which a 
person’s joints become swollen, and in which 
there is some loss in the ability to move them with- 
out pain 
arthritic /ar'érit-1k/ adj © an arthritic knee 


arthropod /‘ar-@ra,pad/ n[C] biology a mem- 
ber of a group of animals with no SPINE (= bone 
down the center of the back), a hard outer skin, 
legs with bones joined together, and a body di- 
vided into sections, for example a SPIDER, CRAB, or 
ANT 


artichoke /‘art-9,tJouk/ n [C] a tall plant with 
a rounded edible top that is enclosed by thick, 
pointed leaves 


article PIECE OF WRITING /‘art-1-kal/ n[C] writ- 
ing a piece of writing on a particular subject in a 
newspaper or magazine © an article on Chinese art 

OBJECT /‘art-1-kal/ n [C] a particular thing or item 
© The police want a description of each missing 
article. 


SMALL WORD /'‘art-1-kal/ n[C] grammarany of the 
English words “a,” “an,” and “the,” or words in 
other languages that are used in a similar way as 
these © See also: DEFINITE ARTICLE ; INDEFINITE 
ARTICLE 


Articles of Confederation p/n US his- 
tory the first agreement establishing an American 
government in 1781, later replaced by the CON- 
STITUTION LAWS 


articulate /ar'tik-ja-lat/ adj expressing or able 
to express things easily and clearly © The First Lady 
was an intelligent and articulate spokeswoman for a 
lot of causes. 
articulate /ar'tik-ja,lert/ v [T] to explain in 
words, esp. to express something clearly © She has 
not yet articulated her vision of why she wants to be 
governor. 


articulation /ar tik-ja'ler-fan/ n [U] music 1 
the way in which words are pronounced, esp. in 
singing 2 Articulation is the ability to recognize 
and produce separate notes. 


artifact /‘art-1,faekt/ n [C] an object, such as a 
tool, that was made in the past 0 The museum has 
artifacts dating back to prehistoric times. 


artificial PRODUCED / art-9'fif-al/ adj made by 
people, often as a copy of something natural © 
artificial flowers © artificial grass © an artificial leg 
artificially /,art-a'ftf-a-li/ adv © Those oranges 
have been artificially colored. 
artificiality /,art-9,fif-i:'zel-at-i/ n [U] 


WORD CHOICES artificial 


Something that is artificial because it is made 
of substances that are not natural can be de- 
scribed as man-made or synthetic. 

Nylon is a man-made fiber. 
Fake, false, and imitation mean the same as 
artificial when something is made to look ex- 
actly like something real. 

fake fur jackets 

false eyelashes 
Bogus can be used when something is made 
to look like something in order to be dishonest. 

If you get a call from a bogus charity asking - 

for money, report it to the police. 
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artificial intelligence 48 


NOT SINCERE /,art-9'fif-al/ adj not sincere; not 
truly intended © an artificial smile 


artificial intelligence, abbreviation Al n [U} 
the use of computer programs that have some of 
the qualities of the human mind, such as the ability 
to understand language, recognize pictures, and 
learn from experience 


artificial respiration n [U] the act of forc- 
ing air in and out of the lungs of a person who has 
stopped breathing 


artillery /ar'til-a-ri/ n [U] large guns that are 
moved on wheels or metal tracks, or the part of an 
army that uses these © He served as an artillery 
officer. 


artisan /‘art-a-zan, -san/ n [C] a person who 
does skilled work with his or her hands © You will 
learn how eighteenth-century artisans did their work. 


artist /‘art-ast/ n [C] o See at ART 
artistic /ar'tis-ttk/ adj o See at ART 
artistically /ar'tis-ti-kli/ adv © See at ART 
artistry /‘art-a-stri/ n [U] © See at ART 
arts /arts/ pln © See at ART 


arts and crafts p/n the skills of making ob- 
jects for decoration and practical uses by hand 


artwork ARTIST'S WORK /‘art-wark/ n [C] an 
object made by an artist, esp. a picture or statue 


PICTURES WITH TEXT /‘art-w3rk/ n [U] the draw- 
ings and photographs that are used in books, 
newspapers, and magazines 


arty /‘art-i/ adj © See at ART 


arugula /a'ru:-ga-la, -gja-/ n [U] a green, leafy 
plant that is eaten in salads 


aS COMPARISON /2z, 92z/ prep, conjunction, adv 
[not gradable] used in expressions that compare 
two things, persons, groups, or qualities © This 
jacket costs twice as much as that one. © They live 
in the same town as my parents. © She‘ll soon be as 
tall as her mother. 

BEING /2z, 9z/ prep appearing to be, or being © He 
went to the costume party dressed as a banana. © 
As a child, Miriam had lived in India. © The news 
came as no surprise. 


BECAUSE /2z, 9z/ conjunction because © As it was 
getting late, | decided to stop at a motel. 


WHEN /@2z, az/ conjunction while; during the time 
that © As | was getting out of the car, my heel caught 
on something and | fell. 

ALTHOUGH /22z, 92z/ conjunction although © Angry 
as he was, he had to smile. 

THE SAME WAY /ez, 922/ conjunction in the way 
that; like © Do exactly as | say. © As is often the case 
with children, Aimee was completely better by the 
time the doctor arrived. © Just as | thought, Derrick 
was to blame. O Use your coat as a blanket. 


IDIOMS with as 


eas a matter of fact actually 0 “Are you new 
around here?” “As a matter of fact, I’ve lived here 


for ten years.” © Compare IN FACT at FACT IDIOMS 
© USAGE: Used to emphasize what you are saying, 
often because it is surprising. 

°as a (general) rule usually © As a general rule, we 
don’t allow children in here. 

eas American as apple pie considered very typical 
of the United States or of the people of the United 
States 

eas follows the ones named here © The winners 
were as follows — Smith, Mitchell, Glowser, and Bryce. 
O USAGE: Used to introduce a list of items, often in 
a particular order. 

eas for considering or speaking about © As for the 
money, we'll talk about that later. © USAGE: Used to 
begin talking about another subject which had 
been mentioned before. 

eas if it is not true that O He wants to get another 
car - as if we don’t have enough cars in the driveway 
already! © USAGE: Used humorously to show that 
what you are about to say is the opposite of what 
you really think. 

eas if/as though in a way that seems to show 
something © She acted as though she had never 
seen me before, when I’d just met her at lunch. 

eas is in the condition that something is in © All 
merchandise is sold as is — no discounts, and no ex- 
changes. © USAGE: Used to warn buyers that some- 
thing that is being sold is not in perfect condition. 
eas it is already © No, I’m not buying you kids any- 
thing else today — I’ve spent far too much money as 
it Is. 

eas long as if © You can have a dog as long as you 
promise to take care of it. 

eas of starting from a particular time © As of next 
month, all the prices will go up. © We won't be living 
here anymore as of tomorrow. 

eas old as the hills very old © My grandfather 
seemed as old as the hills to me. 

eas Opposed to rather than; instead of © The box 
is made of plastic, as opposed to wood. 

eas regards fmi about; relating to © There is no 
problem as regards the financial arrangements. 

eas soon as In the shortest possible time © We’l 
come as soon as we can. 

eas such using the exact meaning of the word or 
phrase © There weren’t many vegetarian dishes as 
such, although there were several different kinds of 
cheese. 

eas to about, relating to 0 / can’t answer questions 
as to how much money Mr. Mayer is being paid. 
eas usual in a way that often happens and is ex- 
pected © As usual, she was wearing jeans. © Dan got 
there late, as usual. 

eas well also; too O They advertised the new movie 
on television, and in newspapers as well. 

eas Well as in addition; and also © We have a re- 
sponsibility to our community as well as to our 
families. 


asap /,e1,es ,e1'pi:, 'aes-zep/ abbreviation foras soon 
as possible 


asbestos /zs'bes-tas, 2z-/ n [U] a soft, gray- 
white material that does not burn and was used in 
buildings as a protection against fire, and as a form 
of INSULATION (= way of stopping heat from es- 
caping) © Inhaling asbestos fibers can make you sick. 
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ascend /o'send/ v [I/T] to move up or climb 
something © [T] They slowly ascended the steep 
path up the mountain. © [I] A long flight of steps 
ascends (= leads up) to the door of the museum. 
ascent /a'sent/ n[C] © [C}] She made a successful 
ascent (= climb) of Mt. McKinley last year. 


ascertain /,zs-ar'tein/ v [T] to discover a fact; 
to make certain © The fire department has been un- 
able to ascertain the cause of the fire. 


ascetic /o'set-1k/ adj avoiding physical comforts 
and living a simple life 


ASCIL ascii /'es-ki/ n [U] abbreviation for American 
Standard Code for Information Interchange (= a 
way of storing text or information on a computer) 
© All the files are in ASCII. 


ascribe something to someone/some- 
thing /a'skratb-ta, -tu, - ,tu:/ phrasal verb to con- 
sider something to be caused, created, or owned 
by someone or something © To what do you ascribe 
the enormous success of your latest book? © People 
like to ascribe human feelings to animals (= believe 
animals have human feelings). 


asexual reproduction /er'sek:{a-wal/ n 
[U] biology a method of producing new young 
plants or animals from a single plant or animal 
without separate male and female cells joining to- 
gether © Compare SEXUAL REPRODUCTION 


ash POWDER /z{/ n [C/U] the soft, gray or black, 
powdery substance left after something has 
burned © [U] volcanic ash © [C] We cleaned the 
ashes out of the fireplace. 
ashes /'zJ-9z/ pin the ash left after a dead body 
has been CREMATED (= burned) © My grana- 
mother’s ashes were scattered over this lake. 


TREE /zf/ n [C/U] a tree that has a smooth gray 
BARK (= strong outer covering), or the hard wood 
of this tree 


ashamed /2'feimd/ adj feeling bad because 
you are aware that others know that you or some- 
one connected with you has done something 
wrong or embarrassing © [+ to infinitive] Pedro was 
never ashamed to admit his mistakes. © | felt deeply 
ashamed for my father’s impoliteness. © You have 
nothing to be ashamed of. © [+ to infinitive] She was 
ashamed to ask her brother for money. 


WORD CHOICES ashamed 


Embarrassed is often used instead of 
“ashamed.” 

| was too embarrassed to admit | was wrong. 
If someone feels very ashamed, you could say 
that person is mortified. 

She’d be mortified if she knew she’d upset her 

family. 

If you feel ashamed because you know you 
have done something wrong, you could use 
the word guilty. 

| feel so guilty about forgetting her birthday. 
You could use the word humiliated when peo- 
ple are so ashamed that they lose respect for 


themselves. 
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ask 


Feeling betrayed and humiliated, she 
considered quitting her job. 


ashen /'zJ-an/ adj (of a person’s face) looking 
pale and gray from illness, shock, or fear 


ashore /o'fo:r, a'four/ adv [not gradable] to- 
ward or onto land from an area of water, or on 
land after coming from an area of water © Julie 
jumped off the boat and swam ashore. 


ashtray /‘zf-trei/ n [C] a small container in 
which smokers leave ASH and cigarette ends 


Asian /'er-30n, -fan/ adj, n [C] (a person) of or 
coming from Asia 


aside /a'said/ adv [not gradable] on or to one 
side © | pushed aside the curtain and looked out the 
window. © | took her aside (= out of hearing distance 
of other people) fo tell her to behave herself. o The 
governor wants to set aside (= keep separate and 
not spend) $50 million for emergencies. 


IDIOM with aside 


e aside from except for; besides © | don’t watch any 
television, aside from the news. 


asinine /'zs-a,nain/ adj foolish or stupid © an 
asinine comment 


ask QUESTION OR REQUEST /zsk/ v [I/T] to state 
a question to someone, or to request something 
from someone © [T] Can | ask you a question? © [T] 
If you are asking me if | was foolish, yes, | was foolish. 
© [+ question word] We kept asking why he had 
done it. © [+ question word] He asked how much 
the necklace cost. © [I] He asked for more time to 
repay the loan. © [T] You should ask your lawyer for 
advice. © [T] Id like to ask your advice on a financial 
matter. © [+ to infinitive] | asked to see my accoun- 
tant. © “How much time do we have left?” he asked. 
© [I] Our neighbors are selling their house, but | don't 
know how much they're asking for it (= how much 
they want for it). » Usage: demand or ask? at 
DEMAND 


USAGE 
ask 
Remember to use the preposition for when you 
ask for something or ask someone for 
something. 
Please do not hesitate to ask me for more 
details, if you need them. 
Please-do-net-hesitateto-ask-memore-detans; 
if-you-need-them: 


WORD CHOICES ask 


If someone is asking for information, the word 
inquire can be used. 
She called to inquire when her car would be 
ready. 
The verb consult is often used when you are 
asking for advice or information from someone 
who knows a lot because it is their job. 
Consult your doctor if your symptoms don't 


improve. > 
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askew 


If someone asks a lot of people in order to get 
information or help, you can use the phrasal 
verb ask around. 
I'll ask around and see if anyone knows of a 
good carpenter. 
The verb question is used in serious or official 
situations. 
The police are questioning him about the 
robbery. 
If someone asks a person questions for a tele- 
vision program or newspaper article, the verb 
interview is often used. 
After the race, she was interviewed by 
journalists. 


INVITE /zesk/ v [T] to invite someone to go some- 
where © “Are you going to Michelle's party?” “No, | 
haven't been asked.” © Megan’s asked us over for 
dinner next Friday. 


IDIOM with ask 


easking for trouble, asking for it behaving in a 
way that is likely to cause problems for you © If you 
wear light shoes for a long walk you're asking for 
trouble. © He knows Mom doesn’t like it when he 
stays out this late. He’s asking for it! 0 Compare 
LOOKING FOR TROUBLE at LOOK IDIOMS 


PHRASAL VERBS with ask 


eask around to talk to several people in order to 
get or learn something © /f you ask around I’m sure 
someone there can give you directions to the 
museum. 

eask someone out [M] to invite someone to go 
with you somewhere socially, esp. because you 
have romantic feelings for the person © She said 
she was going to ask him out to lunch. 


ask ew /a'skju:/ adj, adv not straight or level © His 
shirt was wrinkled and his tie was askew. 


asleep /a'sli:p/ adj [not gradable] 1 sleeping or 
not awake 0 / fell asleep (= began to sleep) while 
watching television. © | didn't hear the phone — 1 was 
fast/sound asleep (= sleeping and not easily 
woken). 2 If your arm or leg is asleep, you have no 
feeling there because the flow of blood to that part 
has been reduced by being in the same position 
for too long. 


WORD CHOICES asleep 


The verbs doze and snooze, and the expression 
have/take a nap all mean “to sleep a short 
time.” 


She’s always dozing in front of the TV. 

Granddad was snoozing in his chair. 

Owen is really tired so he’s just taking a nap. 
The phrasal verbs doze off and (informal) nod 
off mean to start to sleep, especially during the 
day. 

| must have dozed off after lunch. 

She nodded off during the lecture. 


If you have slept for longer than you intended, 
you can use the verb oversleep. 


| overslept and was late for work. 


asparagus /a'spzr-o-gas/ n (U] a plant with 
green or white stems that are cooked and eaten 
as a vegetable 


aspect © /‘zs-pekt/ n[C] a particular feature of 
or way of thinking about something, esp. some- 
thing complicated © There’s another aspect of the 
cost of caring for old parents at home that I'd like to 
mention. © He knows almost every aspect of the crim- 
inal justice system. © A farmer has to handle various 
aspects of the business. 


USAGE 
aspect 


Do not use aspect to describe what someone 
looks like. It always sounds formal when it is 
used with this meaning, and people don’t usu- 
ally use it in this way. You should use the word 
appearance instead. 


The author describes Caroline’s physical 
appearance in great detail. 
— ' 
pede © feats “# aE MAE jibe 


asphalt /‘zs-fo:It/ n [U] a black substance mixed 
with small stones, sand, etc., that forms a hard sur- 
face when it dries and is commonly used as a sur- 
face for roads 


asphyxiate /es 'fik-si: e1t/ v [I/T] to be unable 
to breathe, usually resulting in death, or to cause 
someone to be unable to breathe; SUFFOCATE © 
[T] The men were asphyxiated by smoke. 
asphyxiation /es ,fik-si: ‘er: fan/ n [U] 


aspiration /,zs-pa'rer-Jan/n[C] a strong hope 
or wish for achievement or success © He has politi- 
cal aspirations, and hopes to run for Congress some 
day. 


aspire to something /esparr-ta, -tu, - ,tu:/ 
phrasal verb to have a strong hope to do or have 
something © Rebecca worked as a waitress but as- 
pired to be a dancer. 


aspirin /‘zs-pron, -pa-ran/ n [C/U] plaspirin, as- 
pirins a drug taken to reduce pain, fever, and 
swelling 


aspiring /a'spar-rin/ adj [not gradable] wishing 
to become successful in a particular type of job © 
Marcus Is an aspiring actor. 


a$$ ANIMAL /zs/ n [C] a DONKEY (= animal like a 
small horse) 


PERSON /zs/ n[C] a person who does or says stu- 
pid things © a pompous ass 


assail /a'seil/ v [T] to criticize something or 
someone strongly, or to cause someone to expe- 
rience unpleasant thoughts or feelings © Many par- 
ents assailed the proposal to lengthen the school day. 
© After the decision to quit his job, he was assailed 
by doubts. 
assailant /a'ser-lant/ n[C] someone who attacks 
another © None of the witnesses could identify the 
assailant. 
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assimilate 


assassinate /9'szs-9,neit/ v [T] to murder a 
famous or important person, esp. for political rea- 


sons or in exchange for money © President Kennedy 


was assassinated in Dallas, Texas, in 1963. 
assassin /a'sees-an/ n[C] a person who murders 
a famous or important person, esp. for political 
reasons or in exchange for money 
assassination /a,szs:a'ner:Jan/ n [C/U] © the 
assassination of John Lennon 


assault /9'so:It/ v [T] to make a sudden, violent 
attack on someone 
assault /a'so:lt/ n [C/U] © [C] University officials 
are concerned about a series of assaults on teachers 
and students near the campus. 


assemblage /a'sem-blid3/ n[C] 1 a collection 
of people or things that are brought together for 
some reason 2 art An assemblage is also a work 
of art that is made of different things put together. 


assemble © /a'sem-bal/ v [I/T] to bring or 
come together in a single group or place, or to put 
together the parts of something © [1] When the fire 
alarm rings, everyone is supposed to leave the build- 
ing and assemble in the schoolyard. © [T] Workers 
were earning $20 an hour assembling cars. 


assembly © GATHERING /a'sem:bli/n[C/U] 1 
a group of people, esp. one gathered together 
regularly for a particular purpose 2 In the US, an 
assembly is one of the two parts of the govern- 
ment in many states that makes laws: [C] The state 
assembly will vote on a death penalty bill next week. 
3 An assembly in a school is a gathering of several 
classes for a group activity that is usually 
educational. 

JOINING /a'sem-bli/ n [C/U] the process of putting 
together the parts of a machine or structure, or the 
thing produced by this process 


assembly line n [C] an arrangement in a fac- 
tory in which each machine or worker has a par- 
ticular job to complete before the next job is 
started by another machine or worker 


assemblyman /a'sem-bli:-man/ n[C] pl-men 
a man who is a member of a state ASSEMBLY 
GATHERING (= elected law-making group) 


assemblywoman /a'sem-bli:,wum-an/_n 
[C] pl -women a woman who is a member of a 
state ASSEMBLY GATHERING (= elected law-making 


group) 


assent /a'sent/ n [U] fmi agreement to an idea, 
plan, or request, esp. after serious consideration © 
He gave a nod of assent, and we knew we had a deal 
at last. 
assent /a'sent/ v [I] fm/o At long last, the general 
assented to a halt in the bombing. 


assert /a's3rt/ v[T] 1 to state an opinion or claim 
a right forcefully © [+ that clause] The companies 
have asserted that everything they did was appro- 
priate. 2 To assert is also to behave in a way that 
shows power, authority, or control: Several mem- 
bers of Congress called upon the president to assert 
leadership. 3 \f you assert yourself, you act force- 


fully in a way that expresses your confidence: You 
have to learn to speak up and assert yourself at meet- 
ings, or you'll never get anywhere. 

assertion /a's3r-fan/ n[C] © Critics say the com- 
pany forces workers to drive recklessly, an assertion 
the company denies. 

assertive /a'sart-1v/ adj behaving confidently 
and able to say in a direct way what you want or 
believe © If you really want the promotion, you'll 
have to be more assertive. 


assess © JUDGE /a'ses/ v [T] 1 to decide the 
quality or importance of something © A college is 
going to assess a student’s ability based on grades. 
2 To assess is also to judge the cost or value of 
something: Government officials assessed the flood 
damage in the millions of dollars. 
assessment @ /a'ses-mant/ n [C] © This is an 
interesting assessment of Mark Twain’s importance 
in American literature. 


ASK FOR MONEY /a'ses/ v [T] to charge someone 
an amount of money as a special payment © /n 
order to complete the new clubhouse, all members 
will be assessed an additional $200 a year. 
assessment /a'ses-mant/ n[C] © Co-op owners 
had to pay an assessment to cover the cost of the 
roof repair. 


asset /'zs-et, -at/ n[C usually pl] 1 something 
having value, such as a possession or property, that 
is owned by a person, business, or organization 2 
An asset is also any positive feature that gives you 
an advantage: Her knowledge of Spanish and French 
is a real asset in her work. © Compare LIABILITY 


assign © /a'sain/ v [T] 1 to give to someone a 
job or responsibility, or to decide on a person for 
a particular job or responsibility © We assigned Al- 
berto the task of watching the children. 2 Someone 
who is assigned to a place is sent there to do a job: 
Judith was assigned to the office in Washington, D.C. 
3 If you assign things to people, you give them 
out in an organized way: We're assigning seats on 
a first-come, first-serve basis. 
assignment @ /a'sain-mant/ n [C/U] a partic- 
ular job or responsibility given to you © [C] The 
homework assignment was to read Chapter 2 in our 
history book. 


IDIOM with assign 


eon assignment doing a job, especially a job in 
which you are reporting news for a newspaper, 
television station, etc. © The two journalists met 
while on assignment in Colombia. 


assimilate /a'sim-9 leit/ v[I/T] 1 to take in and 
make a part of your basic knowledge something 
learned from others, so that you can use it as your 
own © [T] We hoped the students would assimilate 
the information contained in the lecture. 2 People 
who are or become assimilated in a society be- 
come similar to others by learning and using the 
customs and culture of the new society: [T] Once 
outsiders, they had now been assimilated into the 
cultural mainstream. 
assimilation /a,s1m-a'lei:fan/ n[U] the process 
of becoming similar to others by taking in and us- 
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assist 


ing their customs and culture © The assimilation of 
immigrants into American culture has been a con- 
stant feature of US history. 


assist © /a'sist/ v [I/T] to take action to help 
someone or support something © [T] The company 
said it would assist workers in finding new jobs. © [I] 
No one knew where my grandfather was, and many 
came to assist in the search. 
assistance @ /a'sis-tans/ n [U] © With some fi- 
nancial assistance, we'll be able to start our own 
business. 
assistant @ /a'sis-tant/ n [C] a person who 
helps someone else to do a job or who holds a less 
important position in an organization © an assis- 
tant coach/professor 0 My assistant will show you 
around the factory. 


associate SPEND TIME /9'sou:si: ett, -fi:-/ v [I 
always + adv/prep] to spend time with someone 
or have some connection with someone or some- 
thing © | don’t want you associating with that wild 
crowd anymore. 
associate /a'sou-si:-at, -'fi:-/ n [C] 1 someone 
who is connected to another person as a business 
partner or companion © Claire invited several busi- 
ness associates to dinner. 2 An associate is also a 
person who has a position in a job or type of work 
that is just below the top position: an associate di- 
rector/professor 
association /a,sou:si: ‘et: fan, -fi:-/ n[C] agroup 
of people united in an organization because of 
their common interests © The AARP. the American 
Association of Retired Persons, is a huge organization 
with millions of members. 

CONNECT MENTALLY /a'sou-si: ert, -fi:-/ v [T] to 
think about something as being connected to 
something else O He always associated that perfume 
with Lila. 
association /9,sou-si: ‘er: fan, -Ji:-/ n [C/U] o[C] 
French bread has pleasant associations for me be- 
cause | enjoyed my trip to France so much. 


associate degree, associate's degree n [C] 
the level of achievement recognized for a student 
by a COMMUNITY COLLEGE after two years of study 


associative property /2'sou-fat-1v 'prap- 
art-i/ n [U] mathematics the mathematical prin- 
ciple that the order in which three numbers are 
grouped when being added or mulitplied does not 
matter 


assonance /'zs-a-nans/ n (U] literature the 
use of similar sounds, esp. vowels, in two or more 
words, as in “mellow wedding bells” © Compare 
ALLITERATION 


assorted /a'so:rt-ad/ adj consisting of various 
types mixed together © a box of assorted chocolates 
assortment /a'so:rt-mant/ n [C] a mixture or 
combination of different types © “That’s Dancing!” 
contains an assortment of musical numbers from fa- 
mous Hollywood films. 


assume © ACCEPT /a'su:m/ v [T] to accept 
something as true without question or proof © [+ 
(that) clause] We can’t assume (that) he’s innocent 
simply because he says he is. © [+ (that) clause] | 
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assumed (that) nobody was home because the car 
wasn't in the driveway. 

assuming (that) @ /a'su:-min (dat, dzet)/ con- 
junction accepting something as true; if O My plans 
include you, she said, assuming | could discover a 
way to interest you. 

PRETEND /9'su:m/ v [T] to pretend to be someone 
you are not, or to express a feeling falsely 0 During 
the investigation, two detectives assumed the iden- 
tities of antique dealers. © Jim assumed a look of 
indifference. 


TAKE CONTROL /a'su:m/ v [T] 1 to take control or 
claim authority, sometimes without the right to do 
so O The new president assumes office in January. 2 
If you assume responsibility for something, you be- 
come responsible for it. 


assumption @ ACCEPTAS TRUE /s'sam- 
fen/ n [C] a willingness to accept something as 
true without question or proof © [+ that clause] The 
plan was based on the assumption that the schedule 
could be substantially speeded up by adding more 
people. 

CONTROL /a'sam- fan/ n [U] the act of taking con- 
trol or claiming authority © Her assumption of the 
post of ambassador was a significant development. 


assure © PROMISE /9'fur/ v [T] to promise or 
tell something to someone confidently or firmly, 
or to cause someone to feel certain by removing 
doubt © She assured him (that) the check was in the 
mail. 0 The governor assured the voters (that) taxes 
would not be raised. 
assurance @) /a'Jur-ans/ n [C/U] 1 [C] He gave 
me his assurance that he would give us an answer 
by the end of the week. 2 Assurance is also a feeling 
of confidence in your abilities: [U] She answered all 
the questions put to her with assurance and poise. 


MAKE CERTAIN /9'Jur/ v [T] to cause something to 
be certain © Her future was assured when her per- 
formance drew rave reviews from all the critics. 
assuredly /a'fur-ad-li/ adv © These problems 
might not be solved by money alone, but they will 
assuredly (= certainly) not be solved without it. 


asterisk /‘zs-ta,risk/ n [C] a symbol (*) shaped 
like a star © USAGE: Asterisks are usually used to 
show that additional information is given at the 
bottom of a page of text. 


asteroid /‘xs-ta,ro1d/ n [C] earth science an 
object like a very large rock that goes around the 
sun like a planet © Scientists are hoping an asteroid 
will clue them in about early life on earth. 


asthenosphere /,2s'¢i:-na sfir/ n [U] earth 
science the thin, almost liquid, layer under the 
hard rock that forms the outer layer of the earth 


asthma /‘zz-moa/ n[U] a chest disease in which 
breathing can become difficult, often caused by 
an ALLERGIC reaction 


astonish /a'stan-1{/ v [T] to surprise someone 
very much 0 We were astonished at how much she 
had aged. © It was astonishing to see the size of the 
crowds for the Pope. 
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astonishment /a'stan-1f-mant/ n [U] © To the 
astonishment of her colleagues, she turned down the 
award. 


astound /a'staund/ v [T] to surprise and shock 
someone, esp. with news of something that is 
completely unexpected © Considering how badly 
they’re paid and what little support they get, the ded- 
ication of these teachers astounds me. 


astray /a'stre1/ adv away from the correct path 
or way of doing something © Our district was led 
astray, and as a result, we wasted valuable resources. 


astride /a'straid/ adv, prep with one leg on ei- 
ther side (of something) © He sat astride a horse. 


astrology /a'stral-a-d3i/ n [U] the ancient prac- 
tice of studying the movements and positions of 
the sun, moon, planets, and stars in the belief that 
they influence human behavior 


astronaut /'zs-tra,no:t, -,nat/ n [C] a person 
who is trained for traveling in spacecraft 


astronomical /,zs-tra'nam-t-kal/ adj ex- 
tremely large © The costs were astronomical. 


astronomy /a'stran-a-mi/ n[U] science the sci- 
entific study of the universe as a whole and of ob- 
jects that exist naturally in space, such as the stars 
astronomical /,zs-tra'nam-1-kal/ adj [not grad- 
able] connected with ASTRONOMY © astronomical 
observations 
astronomer /a'stran-a-mar/ n [C] 


astute /a'stu:t/ adj quick to see how to use a 
situation to your advantage © He was politically as- 
tute, and was soon appointed to a number of pow- 
erful committees in Congress. 


asylum PROTECTION /2'sar-lam/ n [U] protec- 
tion or safety, or a protected and safe place, given 
esp. to someone who has left a country or place 
for political reasons © The refugees have asked for 
political asylum. 


HOSPITAL /9'sar-lam/ n[C] dated a mental hospital, 
or any other INSTITUTION giving shelter and other 
help to poor or suffering people 0 He was commit- 
ted to an insane asylum in 1899. 


asymmetry /,e1'sim-a-tri/ n[C] geometry, art 
the quality of having parts on either side or half 
that do not match or are not the same size or 
shape 
asymmetrical /,e1-sa'me-tri-kal/, asymmetric 
adj geometry 1 having parts on either side or half 
that do not match or are not the same size or 
shape © The building’s asymmetrical silhouette fea- 
tures a single tower on one corner. > Picture: sym- 
metry 2 chemistry An asymmetrical carbon atom 
is one that is attached to four different atoms or 
groups of atoms. 


asymptote /‘zs-am tout, -amp-/ n [C] math- 
emiatics a line that a GRAPH (= drawing that shows 
two sets of related amounts) approaches but does 
not INTERSECT (= cross) 


at PLACE/TIME /zet, at/ prep used to show a par- 
ticular place or a particular time © /’Il meet you at 


the theater at 7:45 tonight. © Call me at work. © 
There’s someone at the door (= outside the door). 
© | wasn’t here to meet you because | was in Detroit 
at the time (= then). > Usage: in or at? at IN 
WITHIN 


DIRECTION /et, at/ prep in the direction of © They 
waved at us as we drove by. O She aimed at the 
target, but missed. 


CAUSE /zt, at/ prep used to show the cause of 
something, esp. a feeling © | was so happy at the 
news. 

CONDITION /eet, at/ prep used to show astate, con- 
dition, or continuous activity © The country was at 
peace/war. © | love watching the children at play. © 
She was hard at work (= working hard). 


AMOUNT /eet, at/ prep used to show a price, tem- 
perature, rate, speed, etc. © They’re Selling these 
coats at 30% off this week. 


JUDGMENT /zt, at/ prep used to show the activity 
in which someone’s ability is being judged © I’m 
really not very good at math. © Sheila is really terrible 
at getting to places on time. 


THE MOST /eet, at/ prep used before a superlative © 
I’m afraid we can only pay you $12 an hour at (the) 
most. © At best you'll get to speak to some assistant 
— you'll never reach anyone important. 


at all /zt's:|, at's:1, a'to:l/ adv (used to make 
negatives and questions stronger) in any way or of 
any type © | haven't been at all well recently. © He’s 
had no food at all. © I’m not at all worried about it. 


ate /elt, regional US et/ past simple of EAT 


atheist /‘e1-6i:-ast/ n [C] someone who believes 
that God does not exist 
atheism /'e1-@i: ,1Zz-am/ n [U] the belief that God 
does not exist 
atheistic /,e1-6i:'1s-tik/ adj 


athlete /'z6 |i:t, not standard 'z0-a,li:t/ n [C] a 
person who is trained or skilled in a sport and esp. 
one who regularly competes with others in orga- 
nized events © a professional athlete 
athletic /ze'let-1k/ adj © an athletic competition 
athletics /ze'let-1ks/ n [U] 1 sports and games 
© Girls who participate in high school athletics are 
three times more likely to graduate than those who 
don’t. 2 esp. Br Athletics is another way of saying 
TRACK AND FIELD. 


athlete’s foot n[C] a disease in which the skin 
between the toes cracks and feels uncomfortable 


atlas /‘zt-las/ n [C] a book containing maps © a 
road atlas 


ATM, cash machine n [C] abbreviation for auto- 
mated/automatic teller machine (= a machine 
from which you can get money by using a special 
card) 


atmosphere AIR /‘zt-ma,sfir/ n [C usually 
sing] earth science the mixture of gases that sur- 
rounds some planets, such as the earth; the air 
atmospheric /,zt-ma'sfir-tk, -sfer-1k/ adj [not 
gradable] earth science of or in the atmosphere 
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atom 


SPELLING 


atmosphere 


Many people forget the final “e” when spelling 
this word. One way to remember the correct 
spelling is that the second part of the word is 
“sphere.” 
Meteors usually burn up in the Earth’s 
atmosphere. 


MEASUREMENT /'zt-ma,sfir/ n [C] science a unit 
for measuring pressure 


CHARACTER /'zt-ma,sfir/ n [U] 1 the character or 
mood of a place or situation © The club provided a 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere for its members. 2 
literature Atmosphere is also the mood or feeling 
produced by a work of literature. 


atom /‘zt-:9m/ n [C] physics the smallest unit of 
any chemical element, consisting of a positive NU- 
CLEUS surrounded by negative ELECTRONS. Atoms 
can combine to form a MOLECULE. 
atomic /a'tam-1k/ adj physics relating to atoms 
or the energy that can be produced by them 


electron 


proton 


neutron 
XY a 


ATOM (lithium) 


atomic bomb, atom bomb n[C] dateda bomb 
that uses the explosive power of dividing atoms 


atomic mass n [U] chemistry, physics the to- 
tal number of PROTONS and NEUTRONS in the NU- 
CLEUS (= central part) of an atom 


atomic mass unit n [C] chemistry, physics 
one-twelfth the MASS of one atom of carbon 


atomic number n [C] physics the number of 
PROTONS in the NUCLEUS (= central part) of an 
atom of a particular chemical, used as a way of 
listing the chemical elements in the PERIODIC 
TABLE 


atonal © /e1'toun-4l/ adj music (of music) not 
organized based on a particular note © Compare 
TONAL at TONE 


atone /a'toun/ v [I] to do something that shows 
you are sorry for something bad that you did or 
for something that you failed to do © The director 
of the company has expressed a wish to atone for 
her past sins. 


atop /a'tap/ prep on or at the top of O She and 
Harry toyed with the idea of living in a penthouse 
atop the building. 


ATP /,e1, ti: 'pi:/ n [U] biology abbreviation for aden- 
osine triphosphate (= an important chemical in the 
cells of living organisms that stores energy and re- 
leases it when it is needed) 


atrocious /2'trou- fas/ adj 1 of very bad quality 
O His Russian was atrocious, but he communicated. 
2 An action that is atrocious is extremely cruel: an 
atrocious crime 


atrocity /e'tras-at-i/ n [C/U] an extremely cruel 
act, or the committing of such acts 0 [C] The com- 
mission reports that atrocities were committed by all 
sides during the struggle. 


attach © /2'tet{/ v[T] 1 to fasten or fix some- 
thing in position, esp. in relation to something else 
© You attach this device to your windshield, and it 
sends a signal that opens the garage door. 2 To at- 
tach a particular quality to something is to con- 
sider it to have that quality: /f you attach a negative 
label to a group, you can then treat all the members 
of that group badly. 
attached © /sa'tetJt/ adj feeling close to emo- 
tionally, or loving © She really gets attached to her 
cats. 
attachment © /a'tztf-mant/ n [C/U] 1 a 
strong feeling of being emotionally close to some- 
one or something © [C] She had a special attach- 
ment to these students. 2 An attachment is an extra 
piece of equipment that can be added to a ma- 
chine: [C] computer attachments 


WORD FAMILY attach 


Nouns attachment 
detachment 


attach 
detach 


Adjectives attached 


unattached 
detachable 
detached 


Verbs 


attaché / zt-a' fer, ,,tz-/n[C]la person who 
works in an EMBASSY (= group of people repre- 
senting their country in a foreign country) and has 
a particular area of special knowledge and respon- 
sibility © a military attaché 


attaché case /,z,tz' fei,keis, ,zt-o-/ n [C] a 
hard-sided, rectangular container used esp. for 
carrying business papers; a type of BRIEFCASE 


attack HURT /a'tek/ v [I/T] 1 to try to hurt or 
defeat someone or something using violence © [T] 
Two campers were attacked by a bear last night. © 
[I] Most wild animals won’t attack unless they are 
provoked. 2 If a disease or a chemical attacks some- 
thing, it damages it: [T] The stress hormone cortisol 
attacks the immune system. 
attack /a'teek/ n [C/U] 1 [C] a missile attack © [U] 
The city was under attack from artillery. 2 An attack 
is also a sudden, short period of illness, or a sudden 
feeling that you cannot control: [C] an asthma at- 
tack © [C] How do you let your kids go without hav- 
ing anxiety attacks? 
attacker /a'tazek-ar/ n[C] 


WORD CHOICES attack = 


See also: criticize 

Assault is a word that can be used instead of 
attack when a person is attacked. It is often 
used in legal contexts. 


The player was suspended for assaulting a 
referee. 
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attention 


The phrasal verb go for is a less formal way of 
saying “attack.” 


She suddenly lost her temper and went for 
me. 
lf someone moves toward another person in or- 
der to attack, you could use the phrase come at. 
He came at me with a baseball bat. 
Mug is often used when someone is attacked 
in the street and the attacker steals something. 
She was mugged in broad daylight. 
If someone is attacked by someone who has 
been hiding and waiting, you could use the 
verb ambush. 
He was ambushed by three men on his way to 
work. 
Invade or storm are used when a large group 
of people such as an army attack a place. 
Troops invaded the capital. 
Soldiers stormed the building. 


CRITICIZE /a'teek/ v [T] to criticize someone or 
something strongly © Critics have attacked her ideas 
as antidemocratic. © In TV ads, he attacked his op- 
ponent’s record. 
attack /a'taek/ n [C/U] © [U] The more he speaks 
out, the more he comes under attack. 


WORD FAMILY attack 


Nouns attack 
attacker 
counterattack 


attack 
counterattack 


Verbs 


IDIOM with attack 


«on the attack to act in a strong, determined way 
to defeat someone or something, often in a game 
or competition © In the second half, the Panthers 
went on the attack and they scored after two min- 
utes. O The Democrats have changed their campaign 
strategy, and are now on the attack against the 
Republicans. 


attain © /a'tein/ v[T] to achieve something dif- 
ficult to do or obtain © You need financial security 
in order to attain emotional well-being. 
attainable @ /a'ter-na-bal/ adj © You need to 
set goals that are clear and attainable. 
attainment © /a'tein-mant/ n [C/U] fm o [U] 
Abiola pledged his life to the attainment of justice. 


attempt /2'temt/ v to try to make or do some- 
thing © [T] The team’s quarterback attempted only 
12 passes during the entire game. © [+ to infinitive] 
Don’t attempt to do these tricks at home. 
attempt /a'temt/ n[C] 1 [+ toinfinitive] The pilot 
made several attempts to regain control of the air- 
craft. 2 An attempt on someone’s life is an act of 
trying to kill that person: a failed attempt on the 
president’s life 


attend /a'tend/ v [I/T] to be at an event or go 
to a place © [T] She attends classes on Tuesdays. © 
[1] You don’t have to attend if you don’t want to. 


attendance /a'ten-dans/ n[U] 1 Attendance at 
rehearsals is required. 2 Attendance is also the 
number of people present: Annual attendance at 
the museum is nearly 100,000. 

attendee /a,ten'di:/ n [C] someone who at- 
tends a performance, meeting, speech, etc. © The 
Manufacturing Technology Show in Chicago at- 
tracted nearly 90,000 attendees and 1,200 
exhibitors. 


USAGE Pern ae SRS 


attend or wait/expect? 


Attend cannot be used to talk about being in 
a place when you know that someone or some- 
thing will come there soon. For this meaning 
you should use wait for or expect. 


Her mother was waiting for her outside in the 


Car. 
by a) an: +e 
€Gt: 
“We're expecting a delivery at three o'clock,” 
she said. 
“We-re-attending-a-delivery at three-e-eloek— 
she-said: 
WORD CHOICES attend _ er 


Instead of the verb “attend” people usually say 
come/go to. 

How many people came to the meeting? 

He goes to the gym regularly. 
The verb make is sometimes used when people 
are talking about whether or not they are able 
to attend an event. 

I’m afraid | can’t make the meeting this 
afternoon (= | will not be able to attend). 
The expression make it is also used, meaning 
“to get to a place, even when there are 

problems.” 
The traffic was so bad we only just made it in 
time for the start of the movie. 


PHRASAL VERB with attend 


e attend to something/someone to manage or take 
care of something or someone © Her company 
helps employees attend to elderly relatives. 


attendant /9'ten-dant/ n [C] someone whose 
job is to help others in a particular place or situa- 
tion © agas station/parking lot attendant © See also: 
FLIGHT ATTENDANT 


attention NOTICE /9'ten-t{an/ n[U] the act of 
directing the mind to listen, see, or understand; 
notice © In order to learn anything, you have to pay 
attention. © It’s hard to command the attention of 
23 eight-year-olds. © Let me finish this, then I'll give 
you my undivided attention. 

WAY OF STANDING /9'ten-tfan/ exclamation, n[U] 
(in the armed forces) an order to stand straight 
and not move, with your feet together, arms by 
your sides, and head facing to the front, or this 
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attention span 56 


way of standing © Each cadet stood at attention for 
inspection. 

CARE /a'ten-tfan/ n [U] time or effort that you are 
willing to give to help someone or something be- 
cause you Care about that person or thing © /t’s an 
old house, and needs a lot of attention. 


WORD FAMILY attention 


Adjectives attentive 
inattentive 


Nouns — attention 


Adverbs attentively 


attention span n[C] the period during which 
you can stay interested or listen carefully to 
something 


attentive /a'tent-1v/ adj listening or watching 
carefully © an attentive audience 
attentively /a'tent-1v-li/ adv © The children lis- 
tened attentively to the story. 


attest /a'test/ v (of a person) to state with au- 
thority that something is true, or (of a situation or 
event) to show that something is likely to be true 
O [+ that clause] As one who worked there for years, 
! can attest that applications are carefully reviewed. 
O [I] Her wealth was attested to by her fur coat and 
designer shoes. 


attic /'zt-1k/ n [C] a space in a house just under 
the roof, often used for storing things 


attire /a'tatr/ n [U] clothes, esp. of a particular 
type © business/formal attire 
attired /a'taird/ adj [not gradable] © She was 
tastefully attired in a simple black dress. 


attitude © /‘zt-a ,tu:d/ n [C/U] 1 the way you 
feel about something or someone, or a particular 
feeling or opinion © [U] Start each day with a posi- 
tive attitude. © [C] People’s attitudes toward family 
are set very early in life. 2 infmi lf you say that some- 
one has an attitude, you mean that the person 
seems unwilling to be helpful or polite. 


attorney /a't3r-ni/ n [C] a LAWYER © a defense 
attorney » Usage: lawyer, counsel or attorney? at 
LAWYER 


Attorney General /a ,t3r-ni'dgen-ral/ n[C] pi 
Attorneys General the most important legal offi- 
cer in a state or in the US 


attract /a'trakt/ v [T] 1 to cause something to 
come toward something else, or to cause a person 
or animal to become interested in someone or 
something © An open flame attracts moths. O The 
tennis championship will attract a lot of tourists to 
the city. 0 This movie is going to attract a lot of at- 
tention. 2 If someone is attracted to someone else, 
he or she likes the other person or is interested in 
that person. 
attraction /a'trak-jan/ n [C/U] 1 a quality or 
force of someone or something that tends to pull 
others in or create interest in the person or thing 
© [C] The company’s excellent employee benefits 
package is a major attraction. © [U] Sports hold little 
attraction for me. 2 An attraction is also something 
that makes people want to go to a place: [C] Flor- 
ida has numerous tourist attractions. 3 physics At- 


traction is also the force of GRAVITY (= force that 
makes objects fall toward earth), or the force of a 
MAGNET that pulls things toward it. 

attractive /a'trek-tiv/ adj causing interest or 
pleasure O They made me a very attractive job offer. 
oO They are an attractive family. © One of the less 
attractive features of California is the threat of 
earthquakes. 

attractively /a'trak-tiv-li/ adv © She likes to be 
attractively dressed. 


WORD FAMILY attract 


Nouns attraction Verbs attract 


Adverbs attractively 


Adjectives attractive 
unattractive 


WORD CHOICES attract ‘Jen e VS 


The verb draw can be used when a place or 
event attracts a lot of people. 
The game drew a crowd of 30,000. 
If someone is attracted to something by the 
offer of something pleasant or exciting, the 
verbs entice or lure can be used. 
The smell of coffee enticed people to enter the 
shop. 
| was lured into the store by the smell of fresh 
bread. 
If something tempts you, you are attracted to 
it even though you know you do not need it or 
should not have it. 
| was tempted by the offer of a free cell 
phone. 
You can use the verb seduce when something 
attracts you so much that you do something 
you would not usually do. 
| wouldn’t normally have bought this but | 
was seduced by the low price. 
When something attracts a particular person or 
group, you can use the verb appeal. 
The program is designed to appeal to 13- to 
18-year-olds. 


attributable © /a'trib-jat-s-bal/ adj caused 
by © Her death was attributable to natural causes. © 
USAGE: almost always followed by the preposition to. 


attribute /‘z-tra ,bju:t/ n [C] a quality or fea- 
ture of a person or thing, esp. one that is an im- 
portant part of its nature © Self-confidence is a rare 
attribute in a 17-year-old. © She has the physical 
attributes to become a championship swimmer. 


PHRASAL VERB with attribute 


eattribute something to someone/something @ to 
say or think that something is the result or work of 
something or someone else © He attributed the pro- 
ject’s success to a sophisticated computer program. 
© Most experts have attributed the etching to Diirer. 


attribution © /2-tra'bju:-fan/ n[U] the act 
of saying what the origin or cause of something is 
© He borrowed from other people’s writing without 
attribution. 
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OS ee 


attributive /a'trib-jat-iv/ adj [not gradable] 
grammar of an adjective, noun, pronoun, or 
phrase placed before the noun it describes © an 
attributive noun O In “a young woman,” “young” is 
an adjective in the attributive position. 


attrition /e'trif-en/ n [U] fm! a gradual reduc- 
tion in the number of people who work for an or- 
ganization that is achieved by not replacing those 
who leave © Most of the job losses will come through 
attrition. 


attuned to /9'tu:nd-ta, -tu, -,tu:/ adj especially 
able to understand or deal with © People in New 
York seem attuned to fashion. 


atypical /er'tip-1-kal/ adj not typical; different 
from most others of its type O This game is very 
atypical of how we played this year. 


auburn /'s:-barn/ adj, n [U] (of) a red-brown 
color © auburn hair © [U] Browns in the picture were 
highlighted with auburn. 


auction /'s:k-fan/ n [C/U] a usually public sale 
of goods or property, where people make higher 
and higher BIDS (= offers of money) for each item, 
until there are no higher BIDS and it is sold for the 
most money offered © [C] an auction of early Amer- 
ican furniture © [U] bulls sold at auction 
auction /'>:k: fan/ v[T] © The artwork is being auc- 
tioned to benefit UNICEF. 
auctioneer /,2:k- fa'nir/ n[C] a person in charge 
of an auction 


audacious />:'dei-{as/ adj showing an unusual 
willingness to take risks © The car maker's audacious 
goal is to compete with the luxury cars of other 
manufacturers. 


audacity /2:'dzs-at-i/ n [U] unusually strong 
and esp. rude confidence in yourself © [+ to infin- 
itive] Our mayor has the audacity to claim credit for 
improvements he had nothing to do with. 


audible /'s:d-9-bal/ adj loud enough to be 
heard © Her voice was barely audible above the roar 
of the engines. 
audibly /'s:d-a-bli/ adv © He sighed audibly. 


audience /'>:d:i:-ans, ‘ad-/ n[C] 1 the people, 
considered as a group, who watch or listen to a 
performance, movie, public event, etc., either to- 
gether in one place or separately © a live/television 
audience © The magazine is trying to reach a 
younger audience. 2 literature The audience of a 
work of literature is the type of people the writer 
intended to read it. 3 An audience is also a formal 
meeting that you have with an important person: 
an audience with the president 


audio /'2:d-i: ,ou/ adj [not gradable] of or involv- 
ing sound and the recording and broadcasting of 
sound © We lost the audio portion of the TV broad- 
cast. O Compare VIDEO 


audiocassette /,2:d-i: ou-ka'set/ n [C] a CAS- 
SETTE on which sound is recorded 


audiotape /'»s:d-i:-ou ,terp/ n [C] a thin, mag- 
netic strip, usually made of plastic, on which sound 
is recorded 


audiovisual /,2:d-i:-ou'vi3:3-wal/, abbreviation 
AV adj [not gradable] involving both seeing and 
hearing © The audiovisual presentation included 
slides of the birds and tapes of their songs. 


audit EXAMINATION /'>:d-at/ n[C] an official ex- 
amination of records © The agency is subject to reg- 
ular financial audits. 
audit /'s:d-at/ v[T] O We hired accountants to au- 
dit the company’s books. 
auditor /‘s:d-at-ar/ n [C] a person trained to 
make an official examination of financial records 
BE AT CLASS /'9:d-at/ v[T] to go regularly to a class 
without being formally involved in it © | audited 
some of her seminars. 


audition /2:'dif-an/ n[C] a short performance 
given by an actor, dancer, musician, or other per- 
former that tests whether that person’s skills are 
suitable for a particular event or group © The boys’ 
choir held rigorous auditions before each new mem- 
ber was admitted. 
audition /2:'dif-an/ v[I/T] to give, watch, or lis- 
ten to a short performance that tests whether a 
performer’s skills are suitable for a particular event 
or group © [I] Youll have to audition for the role. © 
[T] They auditioned 125 dancers before choosing 
fen. 


auditorium /,2:d-a'to:r-i:-am, -'tour-/ n [C] a 
large room with rows of seats and often a stage 
which is used for performances and for public 
events or meetings, or a building containing such 
a room © a school/municipal auditorium 


auditory /'s:d-2,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj [not grada- 
ble] biology of or involving hearing © The stroke 
impaired her auditory function but not her vision. 


augment /2:g'ment/ v [T] to make something 
larger or fuller by adding something to it © He aug- 
mented his income by taking a second job. 


august /9:'gast/ adj fmi having great importance 
and respect in society © We toured the august 
chambers of the Supreme Court. 


August /'s:-gast/, abbreviation Aug. n [C/U] the 
eighth month of the year, after July and before 
September 


aunt /znt, a:nt, ant/ n[C] the sister of someone’s 
mother or father, or the wife of someone’s uncle © 
We stopped off to visit my aunt and uncle in Boston. 


au Pair /ov 'per, -'pzer/ n[C] plau pairs a foreign 
person, usually a young woman, who lives with a 
family and looks after their children or cleans the 
house in return for meals, a room, and a small 
payment 


aura /'>:r-a/ n {C] a feeling or character that a 
person or place seems to have © The hotel had an 
aura of fading glamor about it. 


aural /'>:r-al/ adj [not gradable] relating to hear- 
ing © She doesn’t speak English well, but her aural 
comprehension is good. 


auspices /'s:-spa-saz, -,si:z/ pl n approval, sup- 
port, and control © Relief volunteers worked under 
the auspices of the Red Cross. 
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auspicious 58 


auspicious /2:'sprf-as/ adj suggesting a posi- 
tive and successful future 0 Winning her first seven 
cases was an auspicious beginning for the young 


lawyer. 


austere /9:'stir/ adj 1 plain and without deco- 
ration, comforts, or anything extra O Despite their 
wealth, they lead an austere life. oO She depicts the 
austere beauty of the desert. 2 An austere person 
does not seem friendly. 
austerity /o:'ster-at-i, -'stir-/ n [U] 1 The warriors 
led a life of austerity. 2 Austerity is also a bad eco- 
nomic condition that does not allow luxuries: Mili- 
tary spending continues even in periods of austerity. 


authentic />:'9ent-1k/ adj being what it is 
claimed to be; GENUINE © an authentic Goya draw- 
ing © How can we be sure the signature is authentic? 
© Sylvia’s serves authentic soul food. 
authenticity /,9: Gen 'trs-at-i, -ean-/ n [U] © OF- 
ficials questioned the authenticity of his claim. 


author © /'>:-6er/ n [C] a writer of a book, ar- 
ticle, etc., or a person whose main job is writing 
books © a talented young author © He is the author 
of seven books. 
author @ /'»:-8ar/ v [T] © Murphy authored the 
new legislation. 
authorship © /'s:-8ar , fip/ n[U] the origin of a 
written work © No one would admit authorship of 
the memo. 


authoritarian /5: ,92:r-a'ter-i:-an, -,6ar-/ adj 
demanding total obedience to those in positions 
of authority © an authoritarian ruler/parent 


authority © /2'99:r-at-i, a'ear-/ n [C/U] 1 the 
power to control or demand obedience from oth- 
ers O [U] The police have no legal authority in these 
disputes. © [U] We have to find someone in authority 
(= a position of power). 2 An authority is someone 
with official responsibility for a particular area of 
activity: [C] government/church authorities 3 The 
authorities are the police or other government of- 
ficials: No attacks were reported to the authorities. 
4 An authority on a subject is an expert on it: [C] 
an authority on immigration law 
authoritative @ /9'@s:r-a,tert-1v, a'@ar-/ adj 
having the power of special knowledge, or (of a 
person) showing the confidence of having special 
knowledge © an authoritative manner © Her opinion 
on the subject was considered authoritative. 
authoritatively /o'@o:r-a,tert-1v-li, a'@ar-/ adv 
© He spoke authoritatively about police work. 


WORD FAMILY authority 


Nouns authority 
authorization 


Adjectives authoritarian 
authoritative 
unauthorized 


Verbs authorize 


Adverb authoritatively 


authorize /'»s:-69 ,ra1z/ v [T] to give official per- 
mission for something to happen, or to give some- 
one official permission to do something © The 
board authorized a new contract. 
authorization /,2:-9a-ra'zer: fan/ n [C/U] © [U] 
| can’t issue a check without authorization. 


autism /'s: ,tiz-am/ n [U] medical an illness that 
starts in young children and causes behavior that 


is unusually centered on the self while limiting de- 
velopment of social and communication skills 
autistic /o:'trs-tik/ adj © She works with autistic 
children. 


auto /'s:t-ou, ‘at-/ n [C] p/ autos short form of AU- 
TOMOBILE © quto makers/manufacturers © the auto 
industry 


autobiography /,2:t-9-bar'ag-ra-fi/ n [C/U] 
literature the story of a person’s life as written by 
that person, or the area of literature relating to 
books that describe such stories © [U] The book was 
a mixture of family history and autobiography. © 
Compare BIOGRAPHY 
autobiographical /,s:t-9-bat-a'graf-1-kal/ adj 
describing the writer or based on the writer’s life 
© an autobiographical novel 


autocracy /»:'tak-ra-si/ n [C/U] politics & gov- 
ernment government by a single person or small 
group that has unlimited power or authority, or a 
country or society that has this form of 
government 
autocratic /,2:t-a'krzet-tk/ adj © an autocratic 
regime 


autograph /'s:t-9 ,grzef/ n [C] a signature, esp. 
of a famous person © He thought | was a famous 
actor and asked for my autograph. 
autograph /'s:t-2,grzef/ v [T] to write your sig- 
nature on something, often for someone else to 
keep 


automaker /'s:t-ov mer-kar, 'at-/ n [C] a big 
company that makes cars © The nation’s No. 3 au- 
tomaker set an all-time monthly sales record in June. 


automate @ /'»s:t-9 meit/ v[T] to make some- 
thing operate automatically by using machines or 
computers © New technologies let you automate 
control of your home lighting, appliances, and even 
heating and cooling systems. 
automated @ /'s:t-9,mer-tid/ made to operate 
by machines or computers in order to reduce the 
work done by humans © an automated system © 
automated equipment 


automated teller machine, automatic 
teller machine n [C] an ATM 


automatic © INDEPENDENT /,9:t-2'meet-1k/ 
adj able to operate independently of human con- 
trol © The car has a five-speed automatic trans- 
mission. 
automatically @ /,s:t-a'met-1-kli/ adv © The 
camera focuses automatically. 

NOT CONSCIOUS /,9:t-9'maet-1k/ adj (of an action) 
done without thinking about it © Soon enough, tak- 
ing her pill every morning became automatic. 

CERTAIN /,9:t-a'meet-1k/ adj happening according 
to rules that are certain to be followed, and there- 
fore not needing a decision © Citizenship is auto- 
matic for children born in the US. © People on Social 
Security get automatic cost-of-living increases each 
year. 
automatically /,2:t-a'meaet-1-kli/ advo You get a 
pay increase automatically after six months. 


automation @ /,9:t-a'mer- Jan/ n [U] the use 
of machines that operate automatically © factory 
automation 
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automobile /'s:t-9:mou,bi:l,,2:t-a-mou'bi:l/, 
short form auto n[C] a car © the automobile industry 


automotive /,2:t-9'mout-1v/ adj [not grada- 
ble] relating to road vehicles © automotive equip- 
ment/fuels/supplies 


autonomic mervous system /,2:t-2 
'‘nam-tk 'n3r-vas 'sis-‘tam/ n [C] biology the part 
of the NERVOUS SYSTEM that controls automatic 
processes such as breathing, digestion, and the 
beating of the heart © Compare NERVOUS SYSTEM 


autonomy /9:'tan-a-mi/ n [U] the right of a 
group of people to govern itself or to organize its 
own activities © District officials had rebuffed a pro- 
posal to grant greater autonomy to local schools. 
autonomous /»2:'tan:9-mas/ adj © an autono- 
mous region/republic 


autopsy /'s: ,tap-si, '>:t-ap-/ n[C] the act of cut- 
ting open and examining a dead body in order to 
discover the cause of death © Police said they were 
awaiting the results of an autopsy. 


autumn /'>:t-9m/ n [C/U] the season of the year 
between summer and winter, lasting from Sep- 
tember to December north of the equator and 
from March to June south of the equator; fall 


auxiliary /2:g'z1l-ja-ri/ adj giving help or sup- 
port, esp. to a more important person or thing © 
The hospital has an auxiliary power supply in case of 
a power failure. 


auxiliary verb n [C] grammar a verb that 
gives grammatical information that is not given by 
the main verb of a sentence © “Has” is an auxiliary 
verb in the sentence “She has finished her book.” 


auxin /'s:k-san/ n [C] biology a chemical sub- 
stance that controls growth in plants 


AV adj abbreviation for AUDIOVISUAL 


avail yourself of something /s'vell-av, -,ay, -,av/ 
phrasal verb fmi to use something for your own 
benefit © Voters should avail themselves of all the 
tools available to get information about the 
candidates. 


available © /e'ver-la-bal/ adj able to be ob- 
tained, used, or reached © Her new book is available 
in bookstores all across America. 
availability @ /9,ver-la'bil-at-i/ n[U] 9 1 check 
on the availability of tickets. 


WORD FAMILY available 


Adjectives available 
unavailable 


Nouns availability 


avalanche /‘ev-a,lent{/ n [C] 1 a large 
amount of ice, snow, dirt, or rock falling suddenly 
and quickly down the side of a mountain 2 fig. An 
avalanche is also the sudden arrival of too many 
things: We received an avalanche of complaints. 


avant-garde /,av ant 'gard, ,ev,3:'gard/n[U] 
the artists, writers, and musicians whose ideas, 
styles, and methods are highly original or modern 
in the period in which they live 


averse 


avant-garde /,av,ant'gard, ,zv,3:'gard/ adj © 
avant-garde art 


avarice /‘zv-2-ras/ n[U] an extremely strong de- 
sire to obtain or keep wealth 
avaricious /,@v-a'rtJ-as/ adj © avaricious land 
speculators 


Ave. /zv/n abbreviation for AVENUE STREET © Our 
new address is 1366 Columbus Ave. 


avenge /a'vend3/ v [T] to get satisfaction by 
harming or punishing the person responsible for 
something bad done to you or your family or 
friends © In the second half of the movie, they team 
up to avenge the wrongs done to them. 


avenue STREET /'zv-9,nu:/ n[C] a street, often 
a wide one, in a city or town © Michigan Avenue in 
Chicago is famous for its elegant stores. 


POSSIBILITY /‘zev-9,nu:/ n[C] a method or way of 
doing something; a possibility © China and the 
United States are exploring avenues of military co- 
operation. © Only two avenues are open to us — ac- 
cept his offer or file a lawsuit. 


average USUAL STANDARD /'zv-rid3, -9-r1d3/n 
[U] a standard or level that is considered to be typ- 
ical or usual © The quality of her work is well above 
average. 
average /‘ev-rid3, -9-r1d3/ adj [not gradable] © 
Janeen was of average height but had great jumping 
ability. 0 “Was the movie good?” “It wasn’t great, 
just average.” 

AMOUNT /‘zv-rid3, -a-rid3/ n [C] mathematics 
the result obtained by adding two or more 
amounts together and dividing the total by the 
number of amounts, or by another total © I’m 35 
and my brothers are 32 and 26, so the average of 
our ages is 31. © In his third season on the team, he 
raised his batting average to .270. © Interest rates 
rose on average to 10.05% in January. 
average /‘av-rid3, -a-rid3/ adj [not gradable] © 
The average sales price for a house around here is 
about $150,000. 
average /‘av-rid3, -a-rid3/ v [I/T] © [T] Trainees 
average (= earn an average of) $20,000 a year. © 
[I/T] My grades vary from year to year, but they av- 
erage (out to) 3.2, or a little better than a B. 


IDIOM with average 


eon average usually © On average, a person's in- 
come is highest when they are in their mid-50s. © 
The city’s police chief says they arrest, on average, 
300 people each day. 


PHRASAL VERB with average 


e average out to become equal or similar over a 
period of time © The highs and lows of life tend to 
average out. 


averse /9a'v3rs/ adj strongly disliking or opposed 
to © Few politicians are averse to appearing on 
television. 
aversion /o'v3r-3an, -fan/ n [C] a feeling of 
strong dislike or unwillingness to do something © 
| felt an instant aversion to his parents. © She has a 
deep aversion to getting up early. 
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avert 


avert PREVENT /o'v3rt/ v [T] to prevent some- 
thing bad from happening; avoid © The last-minute 
agreement averted renewed fighting. 


TURN AWAY /2'v3rt/ v [T] to turn away your eyes 
or thoughts © The shy man was standing before me, 
his eyes averted. 


aviation /,e1-vi:'er-fan/ n [U] the activity of fly- 
ing aircraft, or of designing, producing, and main- 
taining them 
aviator /‘er-vi: ,ert-a/ n [C] dated © Charles Lind- 
bergh was the first aviator to fly nonstop across the 
Atlantic Ocean. 


avid /'zv-+9d/ adj extremely eager or interested 
© Knowles is an avid runner and cross-country skier. 
avidly /‘zv-+ad-li/ adv 0 We listened avidly to the 
news from our secret radios. 


avocado /,av-9'kad-ou, ,ev-/ n [C] plavocados 
a fruit with thick green or black skin, a large round 
seed at the center, and oily green or yellow flesh, 
which is often eaten as a vegetable in salads 


avoid /9'vo1d/ v [T] to stay away from someone 
or something, or prevent something from happen- 
ing, or not allow yourself to do something © Do 
you think Robert is avoiding me? | haven’t seen him 
for a month. © | try to avoid going shopping on Sat- 
urdays because the stores are so crowded. © If you 
want to lose weight, avoid eating between meals. 
avoidance /a'voaid-9ns/ n [U] © The avoidance of 
injury is more important than winning a game. 


GRAMMAR _ rv >" Se ee 
avoid 


When avoid is followed by a verb, the verb is 
always in the -ing form. 


! avoided seeing him for several days. 


WORD FAMILY avoid 


Nouns avoidance 
Verbs 


Adjectives unavoidable 


avoid 


avowed /a'vaud/ adj stated or admitted © an 
avowed enemy 
avowedly /a'vau-+ad-li/ adv 0 an avowedly old- 
fashioned teacher 


await /e'weit/ v[T] to wait for or be in the future 
of someone or something © The two men are await- 
ing trial, scheduled to begin next month. © There are 
no jobs awaiting those farmers. 


awake /a'weik/ adj not sleeping © /f | drink coffee 
late in the day, | can’t sleep and stay awake all night. 
awake /a'werk/ v [I/T] past simp. awoke, awaked, 
past part. awoken to stop sleeping, or to cause 
someone to stop sleeping © [I] / awoke at 7, as 
usual. 


awaken /a'wer-kan/ v [I/T] 1 to stop sleeping, 
or to cause someone to stop sleeping © [T] The 
family was awakened by a noise. 2 fig. If interest is 
awakened, it is made more active: [T] His television 


series awakened popular interest in American 
architecture. 


award /s'wo:rd/ v [T] to give something valu- 
able, such as money or a prize following an official 
decision © Her poodle was awarded first prize in the 
dog show. 0 Their company was awarded a contract 
worth $40 million by the federal government. 
award /a'wo:rd/ n [C] © Marion Jones won the 
Jesse Owens award as the outstanding athlete of the 
year. 


aware @© /o'wer, a'wer/ adj knowing that 
something exists, or having knowledge or experi- 
ence of a particular thing © [+ (that) clause] We 
were just not aware (that) garbage would be a prob- 
lem, that we ever would need to recycle. O Are you 
aware of any reason why you cannot act fairly as a 
juror in this trial? 

awareness © /a'wer-nas, a'wer-/ n [U] © His 
tragedy has brought a heightened awareness to the 
conditions surrounding heatstroke. 


WORD FAMILY aware 


Nouns awareness Adjectives aware 


unaware 


Adverbs unawares 


awash /9'waJ, a'wo:f/ adj 1 covered with a liq- 
uid, usually water © They believe that the red planet 
was not only awash in water at one time, but also 
may have supported life. 2 \f someone or some 
place is awash in something that is not a liquid, 
there is a large amount of it: The reason why | say 
that is because the country is awash in money. 


away SOMEWHERE ELSE /a'we1/ adj, adv [not 
gradable] somewhere else, or to or in a different 
place, position, or situation O Barbara is away on 
vacation until the end of the week. © The Jeffersons 
went away for the weekend, but they'll be back on 
Monday. 


DISTANT /3'we1/ adv [not gradable] at a distance 
(from this place) © How far away is the station? 


IN THE FUTURE /9'we1/ adv [not gradable] in the 
future; from now © The wedding is still six months 
away. 

INTO PLACE /a'wei/ adv [not gradable] in or into 
the usual or a suitable place, esp. one that is en- 
closed © Put the groceries away before you go out 
again. 

GRADUALLY /3'we1/ adv [not gradable] gradually 
until mostly or completely gone © The music faded 
away. 

CONTINUOUSLY /3'we1/ adv [not gradable] contin- 
uously or repeatedly, or actively © Chris has been 
working away on the car all day. 


awe /»:/ n[U] 1a feeling of great respect, usually 
mixed with fear or surprise © |! was too much in awe 
of him to address him directly. 2 |f something is awe- 
inspiring, it causes you to admire or respect it a 
lot: Niagara Falls is an awe-inspiring sight. 
awe /9:/ v [T] pres. part. awing © The school kids 
were awed when Doug Flutie, the football star, en- 
tered the room. 
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SE nn S| 


awesome /'s:-sam/ adj causing feelings of great 
admiration, respect, or fear O an awesome achieve- 
ment © (slang) Your new haircut is awesome (= ex- 
tremely good). 


awful /'s:-fal/ adj 1 very bad, unpleasant, or of 
low quality 0 The weather was awful the whole time 
— cold and wet. © Fox TV has canceled the truly awful 
sitcom “Monty” after a short tryout. 2 Awful also 
means very great or large: We’re spending an awful 
amount of money! 
awfully /'o:-fli:, -fa-li/, infm! awful /'s:-fal/ adv 
very or extremely © Your fever is awfully high — | 
think we’d better call a doctor. © I’m awfully sorry, 
but there are no rooms in the hotel available right 
now. © We were awfully pleased when our daughter 
was named the best student in her class. 


IDIOM with awful 


ean awful lot a very large amount © That red is an 
awful lot brighter than the color of your house. © | 
don't know an awful lot about art (= | know very 
little), but I’m learning. 


awhile /e'hwail, 9'wail/ adv [not gradable] for a 
short time © /‘d like to rest awhile before we 
continue. 


awkward DIFFICULT /'9:-kward/ adj difficult to 
use, do, or deal with © The computer came in a big 
box that was awkward to carry. 


ANXIOUS /'3:-kward/ adj 1 causing inconvenience, 
anxiety, or embarrassment © /t was an awkward 
situation, because the restaurant was too expensive 
for us but we didn’t want to just get up and walk 
out. 2 Someone who feels awkward feels embar- 
rassed or nervous: We were the first to arrive at the 
party and felt a little awkward. 
awkwardly /'s:-kwar-dli/ adv © The publication 
of the article was awkwardly timed for the 
government. 
awkwardness /'2:-kward:nas/ n [U] © His awk- 
wardness with girls disappeared once he got to 
college. 

LACKING GRACE /'s::kward/ adj lacking grace or 
skill when moving © He’s too awkward — he'll never 
be a good dancer. 
awkwardly /'s:-kwar-dli/ adv © He sat awk- 
wardly on the floor. 


awning /'>:-nin/ n [C] a piece of material sup- 
ported by a frame and used to protect part of a 
building from the sun or rain 


awoke /2'wouk/ past simple of AWAKE 


awoken /s'wou-kan/ past participle of AWAKE 


AWOL /'ei-wo:l; ,e1,dab-al-ju,ou'el/ adj [not 
gradable] abbreviation for away without offical leave 
(= absent without permission) © The corporal went 
AWOL, and we haven’t seen him since. © USAGE: 
Used esp. about soldiers. 


awry /a'rai/ adj, adv not in the intended manner, 
or out of position, or wrong © There are too many 
people involved, and something is bound to go awry. 


ax TOOL, axe /zxks/ n [C] a tool consisting of a 
heavy iron or steel blade at the end of a long 
wooden handle, used for cutting wood 


STOP /zks/ v[T] to order someone suddenly to give 
up a job, or to stop or reduce something suddenly 
© The company has already axed 14 people, and 
many more may lose their jobs. O Yesterday the air- 
line axed three of its daily flights to Chicago. 
ax, axe /aeks/ n [C usually sing] the order to give 
up your job, or to stop or prevent something from 
happening © Three staff members got the ax yester- 
day. © If the budget is cut, educational programs will 
get the ax. O Everyone is scared to death wondering 
where the ax will fall next. 


axiom /‘zk:si:-am/ n[C] a statement or principle 
that is generally accepted to be true 
axiomatic /,zk:-si:-a'mzet-tk/ adj obvious and 
not needing proof 


axis /‘ak-sas/ n[C] pl axes 1 a real or imaginary 
straight line that goes through the center of a spin- 
ning object or a line that divides a shape into two 
equal halves 2 earth science The earth’s axis is an 
imaginary line that goes through the earth be- 
tween the North Pole and the South Pole. 3 math- 
ematics An axis is also a line on a GRAPH used to 
show the position of a point. 


Axis Powers p/n Germany, Italy, and Japan 
during World War Il. 


axle /'zk-sal/ n[C] a bar connected to the center 
of a circular object such as a wheel that allows or 
causes it to turn, esp. one connecting two wheels 
of a vehicle 


axon /'zk-san/ n[C] biology a long thread that 
comes out of a nerve cell and carries signals from it 


aye /a1/ n [C] (used esp. in voting) yes, or a vote 
that means yes and supports a suggestion or plan 
of action © The ayes have it, 20 to 12, and the mo- 
tion is carried. 
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Bb 


B LETTER, b /bi:/ n[C] p/B’s, Bs, b’s, bs the second 
letter of the English alphabet 

MUSICAL NOTE /bi:/ n [C/U] p/ B’s, Bs music in 
Western music, the seventh note in the SCALE (= 
series of notes) that begins on the note C, or a set 
of notes based on this note 


MARK /bi:/ n [C] p/ B’s, Bs a mark that means very 
good, given to something of satisfactory quality, 
esp. school work O Mrs. Madden gave me a B on 
my essay for English. 


B.A., A.B. n [C] abbreviation for Bachelor of Arts (= 
a first college degree in an art or SOCIAL SCIENCE). 
© Compare B.S. 


babble /'beb-al/ v [I/T] to speak quickly, in a 
confused, excited, or foolish way © [I] She was bab- 
bling on about a robbery. 
babble /'beb-al/ n[U] 1 The baby’s babble would 
soon turn into language. 2 Babble also means a low, 
continuous sound: /t was hard to talk over the bab- 
ble of voices in the room. 


babe /beib/ n [C] a small baby, or infm! an affec- 
tionate way of addressing a wife, husband, or 
other person you love 


baboon /bz'bu:n/ n [C] a PRIMATE (= animal 
that is most like humans) found in Africa and 
southern Asia that has a long nose, short tail, and 
is related to monkeys 


baby /‘ber-bi/ n[C] 1 a very young child © Sandra 
had a baby on May 29th. © My younger brother is 
the baby of the family. 2 Baby can be used to refer 
to anything young or smaller than usual: baby 
corn/lima beans 3 disapproving Baby can also mean 
someone who is behaving childishly. © She com- 
plained like a baby about her boyfriend. 4 infmi Baby 
is an affectionate way of addressing someone. 5 
infml A baby can also be a project or job someone 
has a special interest in or responsibility for: The 
new computer system is really Phil’s baby. 
baby /'ber-bi/ v[T] © Some parents baby their chil- 
dren too much. © | like to be babied when I'm sick. 
babyish /‘ber-bi:,1J/ adj disapproving © Aren’t 
those toys a bit babyish for him? 


baby boom n[C] a large increase in the num- 
ber of babies born in a particular place during a 
particular time 

baby boomer, infm! boomer n[C] a person born 
during a baby boom in the US between 1947 and 
1961 © Like typical baby boomers, they‘re making 
different choices than those of their parents’ 
generation. 


baby carriage n [C] a small bed for carrying 
a baby that has four wheels and a wide handle for 
pushing it 

baby-sit /'be1-bi: ,sit/, sit v [I/T] -tt- to take care 
of a baby or child, esp. as a job © [I] I’m going to 
baby-sit on Tuesday night. 


baby-sitter /'ber-bi: srt-ar/, sitter n [C] © Our 
baby-sitter is from the local college. 


bachelor /'betJ-a-lar/ n [C] a man who is not 
married O He remained a confirmed bachelor until 
he was 60. 


bachelor party 1 [C] a party with male 
friends and family members for a man about to be 
married 


bachelor’s (degree) /‘bet/-a-larz (di'gri:)/ 
n[C] a first degree at a college or university; B.A. 
or B.S. 


back RETURN /beek/ adv [not gradable] 1 in, at, 
or toward a previous place or condition or an ear- 
lier time © When you're done, please put back my 
scissors. O She just came back from vacation yester- 
day. © He looked back to see if he was being followed. 
0 | heard from them back in January. 2 Back can also 
mean in return: Can! call you back in a few minutes? 
back /bzek/ adj [not gradable] © She went out 
shopping earlier, but | think she’s back. 


FARTHER AWAY /bzek/ adv [not gradable] farther 
away; to a farther place © We can push the table 
back and have more room. © Stand back! © She lay 
back in the chair and napped. © Marsha always 
wears her hair pulled back from her face. 
back /bek/ v [I/T] to move backward © [T] / 
backed the car into a big rock. © [|] He backed away 
from the guy. 


FARTHEST PART /baek/ n [U] 1 the part of some- 
thing that is farthest from the front © | found my 
tennis racket at the back of the closet. O We sat in 
the back of the bus. 2 The back of your hand is the 
side opposite the PALM that has hair growing on it. 
back /beek/ adj [not gradable] © She left the house 
by the back door. 


SUPPORT /bek/ v [T] to give support to someone 
or something with money or words © The board 
refuses to back our plan. 
backing /'beek-1n/ n [U] © If | go ahead with this 
project, can | count on your backing? 
backer /'beek:- ar/ n[C] © We'll need financial back- 
ers to do this. 


BODY PART /bzek/ n [C] 1 the part of your body 
opposite the front, from your neck to the top of 
your legs © He lay on his back, staring at the ceiling. 
© She didn’t want to talk and turned her back to him. 
2 The back of a seat is the part your back leans 
against. 


IDIOMS with back 


eback and forth moving first in one direction and 
then in the opposite one O She swayed back and 
forth to the music. 

eback in the saddle doing something that you 
stopped doing for a period of time © The chairman 
is back in the saddle after his heart attack. 

e someone's back is turned someone is not facing 
you or looking at you © He couldn't see her face 
because her back was turned. 
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oO backlog 


eback to the drawing board back to the begin- 
ning of a process to start it again, because it is not 
working © With the peace accord in shreds, we must 
go back to the drawing board. 

eback to basics returning to the simple and most 
important things © In her latest album, she has gone 
back to basics, using acoustic instruments with won- 
derful results. 

ein back of behind © They sat in back of us on the 
plane. 

ein the back of your mind, at the back of your 
mind held as an idea in your mind, but not 
thought about frequently © In the back of my mind 
I guess | always thought | would be a ballplayer. 
eon the back burner, to the back burner not be- 
ing done now, but left to be considered in the fu- 
ture © The company put the project on the back 
burner. © Their complaints have definitely been 
pushed to the back burner. 


PHRASAL VERBS with back 


eback down, back off to admit you were wrong, 
or to stop supporting a position © The mayor will 
not back down from his decision. 

eback out to refuse to do something you earlier 
had agreed to do © You said you’d come — you can't 
back out now! 

eback up (something) MOVE BACKWARD [M] to 
move backward, or to drive a vehicle backward © 
It was hard to back up in such a narrow driveway. © 
Back your truck up to my door. 

eback up (something) GATHER [M] to gradually 
collect or gather in one place, esp. traffic or a liquid 
© The sink backed up. © The accident backed traffic 
up for miles. 

eback up someone/something PROVIDE SUPPORT 
[M] to provide support or help to someone or 
something © The last witness backed up what other 
people had said happened. © Related noun: BACKUP 
SUPPORTER 

eback up something MAKE EXTRA COPY [M] to 
make a copy of information in a computer that is 
stored separately © We back up our files every day 
ona disk. © Related noun: BACKUP EXTRA COPY 


backache /‘beek-erk/.n [C] a pain in your back 


backbiting /‘beek ,bart-1n/ n [U] unpleasant or 
unkind remarks made about a person who is not 
present © There’s a lot of backbiting and disarray 
among key officials. 


backboard /'bzk-bo:rd, -bourd/ n[C] (in BAS- 
KETBALL) a board behind the metal ring that you 
have to throw the ball through to score © He 
missed, and the ball bounced off the backboard. 


backbone BODY PART /'baek:boun/ n[C] your 
SPINE 

IMPORTANT PART /'beek-boun/ n [U] the part of 
something that provides strength and support © 
Newcomers are now the backbone of this team. 

CHARACTER /'bzk-boun/ n [U] strength of char- 
acter or bravery © The delegates had enough back- 
bone to reject the proposal. 


backbreaking /‘bek ,bret-kin/ adj very tiring 
or needing a lot of physical energy © Digging a 
trench is backbreaking work. 


backcountry /‘bzek kan-tri/ n (U] a rural or 
mountain area that is away from cities and has few 
people © That night, | camped at Bee Island, one of 
the park’s six backcountry campsites. 


backdrop /'bek-drap/ n [U] 1 the things that 
can be seen behind something © An impressive 
rocky coastline with a backdrop of green hills contin- 
ues southward. 2 A backdrop to an event is a sit- 
uation that already exists and that influences the 
event: Today we work against the backdrop of an 
industry in the midst of change. 


backfire HAVE BAD RESULT /'bzek-fair/ v [I] (of 
a plan) to have the opposite result from the one 
you intended © Some hotel owners worry that the 
idea of attracting more visitors may backfire and 
make the place less attractive. 


MAKE NOISE /'bzek-fair/ v [I] (of an engine) to make 
a loud noise because the fuel burned too soon 


backgammon /‘bek ,gzem-an/ n [U] a game 
for two players in which the winner is the first to 
move the pieces around a special board 


background THINGS BEHIND /'bzek-graund/ 
n[(C/U] 1 things that appear to be farther away or 
behind what is nearer or in front, esp. in a picture 
© [C] He photographed the models against different 
backgrounds. © [U] With so much noise in the back- 
ground, | couldn't hear what she was saying. © [C] 
The city’s skyline was our background. 2 A back- 
ground can also be whatever is happening around 
you but not involving you directly: Worry was al- 
ways part of the background. 3 art |n a painting or 
a story, the background is the people and things 
that are less important and not the main subject. 


EXPERIENCE /'bzek-graund/ n[C] 1 the things that 
have made you into the person you are, esp. fam- 
ily, experience, and education © The school has 
students from many different backgrounds. 2 An 
event's background is facts or history that help to 
explain how or why it happened: To understand the 
war, we need to consider its historical and political 
background. 


backhand /'beek-hzend/ n[C] (in sports such as 
tennis) a way of hitting the ball in which the back 
of the hand holding the RACKET is turned in the 
direction you want to hit the ball © He has a fab- 
ulous backhand. © Compare FOREHAND 


backhanded /'bek'hzn-dad/ adj (of some- 
thing said) not clear and usually meaning the op- 
posite of what it seems to mean © Her backhanded 
compliments annoyed everyone. 


backlash /'beek-lz{/n[C] a strong, negative re- 
action to something, esp. to change © The mayor 
foresaw no political backlash against his proposal. 


backlog /'bek-ls:g, -lag/ n [C usually sing] a 
large number of things waiting to be done © / have 
a huge backlog of work on my desk. 
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backpack /‘beek: peek/, short form pack n [C] a 
bag carried on the back, usually of cloth with many 
pockets and straps that go over your shoulders, 
used to carry things 
backpack /‘beek-paek/ v [I] to walk long dis- 
tances, carrying your things in a backpack 0 We 
backpacked through the Colorado Rockies last 
summer. 
backpacker /'beek-pzek-ar/ n [C] © A string of 
backpackers passed us on the trail. 


back road n[C] a small road without much traf- 
fic, away from a main road 


backseat SEAT BEHIND DRIVER /'beaek'si:t/ n 
[C] the seat behind the front seat of a car 


LESS IMPORTANT PLACE /'beek 'si:t/ n[C] a position 
of less importance © Nelson will never take a back- 
seat to anyone. 


backseat driver n[C] a person who gives un- 
wanted advice or criticism, esp. to the driver of a 
car 


backside /'bek-:said/ n[C] infmi the part of the 
body you sit on; your buttocks 


backslide /'bzk-slard/ v [I] past backslid to re- 

turn to old, often bad, habits, or to a worse con- 
dition © Some states have started to backslide on 
health care. 


backstage /'bzek'sterd3/ adj, adv [not grada- 

ble] in or to the area behind the stage of a theater 
© We went backstage after the show to meet the 
actors. 


backstroke /'bzek-strouk/ n[U] a way of swim- 
ming while lying on your back © She was a bronze 
medalist in the 200-meter backstroke at the 2000 
Sydney Games. 


back-to-back BACKSTOUCHING adj [not 
gradable] with backs touching or toward each 
other © We stood back-to-back to see who was taller. 


ONE AFTER ANOTHER adj, adv [not gradable] one 
following after another © The soccer team won 
back-to-back victories last weekend. 


backtrack /'bek-trak/ v [I] 1 to go back the 

same way you came, or to consider information 
again © We need to backtrack a bit and examine the 
history of this problem. 2 |f you backtrack from 
something you previously said or agreed to do, 
you begin to stop supporting it: The government 
backtracked on plans that would have increased 
taxes. 


backup SUPPORT /'bzek-ap/ n [C/U] support or 
help, or someone or something that provides sup- 
port or help © a backup generator O They didn’t 
realize when they hired him that he had a backup 
band. © We want to have the factual backup to make 
our case. O Related verb: BACK UP PROVIDE SUP- 
PORT 


EXTRA COPY /'bak:ap/ n [C/U] an extra copy of 
information on a computer that is stored sepa- 


rately © Did you make a backup of these files? © } 


Related verb: BACK UP MAKE EXTRA COPY 


backward TOWARD THE BACK /'bzk-ward/, 
backwards /'bzek-wardz/ adv [not gradable] to- 
ward the direction that is opposite to the one in 
which you are facing or opposite to the usual di- 
rection © He took a step backward. © He began 
counting backward: “Ten, nine, eight...” © She was 
skating around the rink, backward and forward. © 
Compare FORWARD LEADING 

backward /'bek-ward/ adj [not gradable] © He 
did a terrific backward somersault. 


NOT DEVELOPED /'beek-ward/ adj not developed, 
or not modern or advanced © The state needs to 
reform its backward election laws. 
backwardness /'bzek-ward-nas/ n [U] © The 
country must first overcome its backwardness and 
poverty. 


backwater /'bek ,wo:t-ar, -,wat-/ n [C] a place 
that does not seem to know much about the world 
and its ways © Miami transformed from a cultural 
backwater to a culinary trendsetter. 


backwoods /'bek'wudz/ p/ na place that is off 

by itself, not near to transportation or a larger 
town © | grew up in the backwoods of North 
Carolina. 


backyard /'bek 'jard/ n [C] the area behind a 
house, or more generally, an area near the place 
you live © Residents don’t want a nuclear power 
plant in their backyard. 


bacon /'ber-kan/ n [U] salted or smoked meat 
from the back or sides of a pig, usually eaten sliced 
and fried 


bacteria /bek'tir-i:-a/ p/n singular bacterium 
biology very small organisms that are found ev- 
erywhere and are the cause of many diseases 
bacterial /beek'tir-i:-al/ adj [not gradable] relat- 
ing to or caused by bacteria 


bad UNPLEASANT /bed/ adj comparative worse, 
superlative worst 1 not good; disappointing or un- 
pleasant, or causing difficulties or harm © We heard 
the bad news about Dorothy's illness. © Flights were 
delayed because of bad weather. © Too much salt is 
bad for you (= has a harmful effect on your health). 
2 Bad can also mean serious or severe: a bad ac- 
cident/storm 
badly /'beed:li/, not standard bad adv comparative 
worse, superlative worst in an extreme way; Seri- 
ously or severely © His face was badly bruised and 
swollen after the accident. © He took the news of his 
sister’s death badly. © See also: BADLY 


LOW QUALITY /bzd/ adj comparative worse, super- 
lative worst of very low quality; not acceptable o 
bad manners © We thought the hotel was bad and 
the food was terrible. © That was one of the worst 
movies I’ve ever seen. 
badly /'bzed-li/, not standard bad adv [not grada- 
ble] comparative worse, superlative worst O The event 
was badly organized. © He behaved badly. © See 
also: BADLY 
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EVIL /bzd/ adj comparative worse, superlative worst 
(of people or actions) evil or morally unacceptable 
© He’s not a bad person. 

UNHEALTHY /bzed/ adj comparative worse, superlative 
worst (of a person) ill or not well, or (of an illness) 
serious or severe 0 a bad back/heart © a bad cough 
© bad health © He’s in really bad shape. © He’s got 
bad arthritis and can hardly walk. 


IDIOM with bad 


enot (too) bad satisfactory; OK © “How are you?” 
“Not too bad, thanks - ready for my vacation to 
start!” © See also: TOO BAD at TOO IDIOMS; FEEL 
BAD at FEEL IDIOMS 


bad breath n[U] breath that smells unpleasant 
bade /bzd, beid/ past simple of BID TELL 


badge /bzd3/ n [C] a small piece of metal worn 
to show your membership in a group or your au- 
thority within an organization such as the police 


badger ANIMAL /'bzd3-ar/ n [C] an animal that 
digs holes in the ground, where it lives, and comes 
out at night to feed 

ASK /'bzd3-ar/ v [T] to annoy someone by repeat- 
edly asking questions or telling the person to do 
something © He badgered officials at the American 
Embassy to help. 


badlands /‘bed-lzendz/ p/ na dry area without 
plants and with large rocks that the weather has 
worn into strange shapes 


badly /'beed:li/, not standard bad /beed/ adv [not 
gradable] much or very much © The UN sent 90 
tons of badly needed food. © Texas wants very badly 
to be considered tops in the school system. © See 
also: BADLY at BAD UNPLEASANT; BADLY at BAD LOW 
QUALITY 


badminton /'bzd ,mint-2n/ n [(U] a sport in 
which two or four people hit a SHUTTLECOCK (= 
small, very light object with feathers) over a high 
net 


bad-mouth /'bzd-maue, -maud/ v [T] esp. dis- 
approving to make criticisms about someone or 
something © Why are you always bad-mouthing the 
medical profession? 


bad-tempered adj becoming annoyed or an- 
gry very easily 


baffle /'bzf-al/ v [T] to cause someone to be un- 
able to understand or explain something © Even 
his friends were baffled by his behavior. 
baffling /‘bzf-lin/ adj © a baffling mystery 


bag OPEN CONTAINER /bzg/ n[C] a container of 
paper or light plastic that is open at the top, used 
esp. to hold things you have bought © a grocery/ 
shopping bag 

bag /bzeg/ v [T] -gg- to put items in a bag © 1'/ 
bag your groceries for you. 

CLOSED CONTAINER /bzeg/ n([C] 1 a container of 
leather, hard plastic, or cloth material with a top 
that can be closed, for carrying clothes or other 
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bailout 


objects, esp. when you are traveling; a SUITCASE © 
You can leave your bags in the hotel room, and I'll 
send someone up for them later. 2 A bag is also a 
woman’s POCKETBOOK: | carry a large shoulder bag. 


HUNT /bzg/ v [T] -gg- to hunt and capture or kill 
an animal or bird © Only 15 percent of last year’s 
hunters actually bagged a deer. 


IDIOMS with bag 


ebags under someone’s eyes dark circles, some- 
times with loose or swollen skin, under the eyes, 
usually as a result of being tired or ill © I’d been up 
late the night before , and | had huge bags under my 
eyes. 

ein the bag certain to be won, achieved, or ob- 
tained © When the score got to 8 to 2 we knew the 
game was in the bag. 


bagel /‘ber-gal/ n[C] a soft, chewy, circular piece 
of bread with a hole in the center 


baggage BAGS /'bzeg-1d3/ n [U] the bags that 
you take with you when you travel; LUGGAGE © 
How many pieces of baggage do you have? 


FEELINGS /'bzeg-1d3/ n[U] the beliefs and feelings 
that you have which influence how you think and 
behave © Everybody brings their own baggage to 
viewing a work of art. 


baggy /'beg-i/ adj (of clothes) hanging loosely 
because of being too big or having been stretched 
© a baggy sweater 


bagpipes /'beg-paips/ p/n a musical instru- 
ment played by blowing air into a bag and forcing 
it out through pipes, used esp. in Scotland 


bail MONEY /beil/ n[U] a sum of money given to 
a law court by a person accused of a crime so that 
the person can be released until the trial, at which 
time the money will be returned © The judge set 
bail at $100,000. 


REMOVE WATER /beil/ v[i/T] to remove water from 
a boat by using a container © [T] /’d float around 
for hours fishing and bailing out the water leaking 
in. 


PHRASAL VERBS with bail 


ebail out something/someone HELP [M] to help 
someone or something such as a plan or company, 
esp. by giving or lending money © Congress passed 
a $15 billion Aid package to bail out the airlines. © 
Related noun: BAILOUT 

ebail out JUMP 1 to jump out of an aircraft with 
a PARACHUTE, esp. because the aircraft is about to 
have an accident © The pilot barely had time to bail 
out. 2 fig. To bail out is also to stop doing or being 
involved in something, esp. to avoid failure or dif- 
ficulty: The TV show triggered a number of protests, 
and some of the sponsors bailed out. 


bailiff /'ber-lof/ n [C] an official who is respon- 
sible for prisoners who are appearing in court 


bailout /'ber-lavt/ n [C] the process of saving a 
company, plan, or other thing from failing by pro- 
viding lots of money © The government mounted a 
massive bailout of troubled savings and loan insti- 
tutions. © Related verb: BAIL OUT HELP 
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bait 


bait FOOD /beit/ n[U] 1 a small amount of food 
used to attract and catch a fish or animal © The 
fishermen bought some worms to use as bait. 2 fig. 
Bait is also anything used to persuade someone to 
do something: Lawyers making the investment of- 
fering will find out today whether someone is ready 
to take the bait. 
bait /bert/ v [T] © You can bait the mousetrap with 
a piece of cheese. 


MAKE ANGRY /beit/ v [T] to intentionally make 
someone angry by saying or doing annoying 
things © She enjoys baiting her brother by teasing 
him about his girlfriend. 


bake /beik/ v [I/T] to cook inside an OVEN © [T] 
to bake a cake/bread/cookies 
baker /'bei-kar/ n [C] a person whose job is to 
make bread and cakes for sale 
bakery /'ber-ka-ri/ n [C] a place where bread, 
cakes, and pastries are made or sold 


balance POSITION /'bzel-ans/ n [U] 1 the con- 
dition of someone or something in which its 
weight is equally divided so that it can stay in one 
position or be under control while moving © He 
jumped off the porch and lost his balance when he 
landed on the grass, falling to the ground. © We’re 
teaching Sue how to ride a bike, but she’s still having 
trouble keeping her balance. © The horse jumped the 
fence but landed off balance and fell. 2 art Balance 
in a work of art means that all the parts of it work 
together and no part is emphasized too much. 
balance /'beel-ans/ v [I/T] © [T] He balanced the 
book on top of his coffee cup. 

OPPOSING FORCES /'beel-ans/ n [U] a situation in 
which two opposing forces have or are given the 
same power © He works toward a balance between 
extremes. O As a journalist, you try to strike a balance 
between serious reporting and the temptation to say 
clever things. 
balance /'bel-ans/ v [T] to put opposing forces 
into a position in which neither controls the other 
© | had to balance the children’s needs against my 
own. 
balanced /'beel-anst/ adj 1 The news program 
prided itself on its balanced reporting (= one that 
considered all sides). 2 A balanced budget is a fi- 
nancial plan in which the amount of money spent 
is not greater than the amount received. 3 A bal- 
anced diet is a combination of the correct types 
and amounts of food. 


AMOUNT /'‘bel-ans/ n [C usually sing] 1 the 
amount of money you have in a bank account or 
an amount of money owed © a bank balance 2 A 
balance is also the amount of something that you 
have left after you have spent or used up the rest: 
We'll go over your homework for the first half hour 
and use the balance of the class period to prepare for 
the exam. 


IDIOMS with balance 


ebalance the budget to make the amount of 
money spent in a BUDGET (= financial plan) equal 
the amount of money taken in during a particular 
period © The government is required to balance the 
budget. 
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ein balance spending no more money in a BUD- ]} 
GET (= financial plan) than is taken in during a par- 
ticular period 0 We want to cut the budget to get it 
in balance by the year 2012. 

eon balance after considering the power or influ- 
ence of both sides of a question © The job offer had 
some advantages, but on balance he thought he was 
better off where he was. © See also: HANG IN THE 
BALANCE at HANG IDIOMS 


balance of payments, balance of trade n 


[C usually sing] the difference between income 
from EXPORTS (= goods and services sold to other 
countries) and the cost of IMPORTS (= goods and 
services bought from other countries) 


balance of power n[C usually sing] politics 


& government a situation in which no country is 
powerful enough to control the others 


balance sheet n [C] a record of the value of 


things a company owns and of its debts for a par- 
ticular period, usually a year 


balcony /'bel-ka-ni/ n [C] a narrow floor that is 


attached to the outside wall of a building above 
the ground, usually with sides or bars, or an area 
of seats at an upper level in a theater © Our hotel 
room has a balcony that looks out over the pool. 


bald WITHOUT HAIR /bo:ld/ adj [-er/-est only] 


without hair on the head, or without much hair 
balding /'ba:|-din/ adj [not gradable] beginning 
to lose the hair on your head © He was plump and 
balding but very attractive to women. 

baldness /'bo:ld-nas/ n [U] 


PLAIN /bo:ld/ adj basic and with no unnecessary 


words; not detailed © She just left a bald statement 
of resignation without any explanation. 


bale /berl/ n [C] a large amount of something 


such as HAY (= dry grass), paper, wool, or cloth 
that has been tied tightly together 


balk /bo:k/ v [I] to be unwilling to do something 


or let something happen ° | balked at the prospect 
of spending four hours on a train with him. 


ball ROUND OBJECT /bo:I/ n[C] 1 a round object 


that can roll and usually bounce and that is used 
in many games in which it is thrown, hit, or kicked 
© a golf/soccer/tennis ball 2 The ball of the foot is 
the curved part where the big toe joins the foot. 


DANCE /bo:l/ n[C] 1 a large, formal occasion where 


people dance 2 infm! A ball is also any very enjoy- 
able experience: “How was your weekend?” “We 
had a ball!” 


IDIOMS with ball 


¢get/start the ball rolling to make something be- 
gin or happen © We have to get the ball rolling on 
this project soon. 

eon the ball aware of any changes or develop- 
ments and quick to react to them O We need some- 
one who’s really on the ball to answer questions from 
the press. 

etake the ball and run with it, pick up the ball 
and run with it to continue an activity or process 
that someone else has started, often when that 
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person could not finish it or make it work O We had 
a very vague idea of what we wanted, but the mar- 
keting team just took the ball and ran with it. 

ethe ball’s in someone’s court it is time for some- 
one to deal with a problem or make a decision, 
because other people have already done as much 
as they can 0 I’ve helped him in every way | can - 
the ball’s in his court now. O See also: PLAY BALL at 
PLAY IDIOMS 


ballad /'bzl-ad/ n[C] literature a song or poem 
that tells a story, or a slow love song 


ballerina /,bel-o'ri:-na/ n [C] a female BALLET 
dancer 


ballet /bzl'er/ n [C/U] a type of dancing in 
which controlled movements of the body are de- 
signed to express the beauty of physical motion, 
often while telling a story, or a piece of music for 
such dancing 


ballgame SPORTS EVENT /'bo:I-geim/ n[C] a 
baseball game or a similar game 

CONDITIONS /'bo:|-geim/ n[C] a set of conditions 
that control how something can be done © Work- 
ing for a large corporation was one thing, but now 
that we’re in business for ourselves, it’s a whole new 
ballgame. 


ballistic missile /ba'lis-tik'mis-al/ n [C] a 
MISSILE (= flying weapon) that is powered as it 
rises, but then falls without being controlled 


ballistics /ba'lis-tiks/ n [U] the study of objects 
that are shot or thrown through the air 


balloon /ba'lu:n/ n [C] 1 a small, thin, rubber 
bag that you can fill with air or another gas until 
it is round in shape, often used for decoration at 
parties or as a child’s toy 2 A balloon is also a very 
large, round container filled with a gas that can 
rise in the air and carry people riding under it in 
an attached box. 
balloon /ba'lu:n/ v [I] to become larger, esp. 
quickly © The rumors soon ballooned into (= quickly 
became) a full-grown scandal. 


ballot /'bal-at/ n [C/U] 1 a piece of paper on 
which you write a secret vote 2 The ballot is also 
a system or occasion of secret voting: [U] /ssues 
need to be considered in open debate or put on the 
ballot. 


ballpark PLACE FOR SPORTS /'b>:l-park/ n[C]a 
large structure enclosing a field on which games, 
esp. baseball games, are played 

ACCEPTABLE RANGE /'bo:l-park/ n [C] an accept- 
able range in the amount or number of something 
when you do not know or cannot agree on an ex- 
act amount or number © /’d sell the house for 
$500,000, but his offer isn’t even in the ballpark. © 
A ballpark figure of $3,000 would be realistic. 


ballpoint (pen) /'b2:I-point (‘pen)/ n [C] a 
pen with a small, metal ball at the end that rolls 
ink out when you press the ball against paper to 
write 


ballroom /'bo:I-ru:m, -rum/ n[C] a large room 
that is used for dancing or other activities 
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bandanna 


balm /bam, balm/ n [C/U] an oily substance 
rubbed into the skin and used esp. to treat injuries 
or reduce pain 


balmy /bam.i, bal-mi/ adj (of weather) pleasantly 
warm © a balmy night 


baloney NONSENSE /ba'lou-ni/ n [U] infm/ non- 
sense © That's a lot of baloney! 


FOOD /ba'lou-ni/ n [U] BOLOGNA 


bamboo /bem'bu:/ n [C/U] a tall grass that 
grows in hotter regions and that has hard, hollow 
stems, or the stems of this plant 


ban /been/ v [T] -nn- to forbid someone from do- 
ing something or something from being done o 
The bill would ban drivers from using hand-held 
phones. 
ban /been/ n[C] © The president supported a ban 
on assault weapons. 


banal /ba'nel, -nal; 'bein-*l/ adj too often used 
in the past and therefore not interesting © He just 
sat there making banal remarks all evening. 


banana /be'nen-2/ n[C/U] a long, curved fruit 
with a usually yellow skin and soft, sweet flesh 
inside 


bananas /ba'nzn-az/ adj [not gradable] infm! 
very excited because of pleasure, anger, or another 
emotion © She’ll go bananas when you tell her the 
news. 


band MUSICIANS /bzend/ n [C] a group of mu- 
sicians who play music together, esp. popular mu- 
sic © a jazz/rock band © a marching/military band 

GROUP /bzend/ n[C] a group of people who have 
joined together for a special purpose, or a group 
of animals © a band of outlaws 

STRIP /bzend/ n [C] a thin, flat strip of a material 
put around something to fasten or strengthen it, 
or a strip of color, light, etc., that is different from 
its surrounding area © The silver band from his wrist- 
watch left a green ring over his wrist. 


PHRASAL VERB with band 


e band together to join together as a group, often 
for a specific purpose O The workers banded to- 
gether to demand better working conditions. 


bandage /'ben-did3/ n [C] a strip of cloth that 
is used to cover an injury on someone’s body to 
protect it 
bandage /'been-did3/ v [T] © They bandaged his 
wounds. 


Band-Aid COVERING FOR CUTS /'baen-deid/ n 
[C] trademark a thin piece of cloth on a strip that 
sticks to the skin and is used to cover small cuts 

TEMPORARY SOLUTION n[C] a temporary solution 
to a problem that is unlikely to be successful © /t 
was a Band-Aid solution for a major, long-term 
problem. 


bandanna, bandana /ban'dzn-2/ n [C} a 
large, colored HANDKERCHIEF that is worn around 
your neck or head 
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bandit 


bandit /'ben-dat/ n [C] an armed thief, esp. (in 
older use) one who attacks people while they are 
traveling © Bandits attacked the travelers just outside 
of town. 


bandleader /‘bend li:d-ar/ n [C] a person 
who leads a large group of musicians while they 
play, and who sometimes plays an instrument at 
the same time 


bandwagon /'ben,dweg-an/ n [C usually 
sing] an activity or idea that has become very 
popular 


IDIOM with bandwagon 


ejump on the bandwagon, get on the band- 
wagon to join an activity that has become very 
popular or to change your opinion to one that has 
become very popular so that you can share in its 
success O After a couple of politicians won elections 
by promising to cut taxes, most of the others jumped 
on the bandwagon. 


bandwidth /'bend-wit9, -widé/ n [U] 1 the 
amount of information that can be sent over a net- 
work connection at one time © These streaming ap- 
plications swallow enormous chunks of bandwidth 
for long periods of time. 2 Bandwidth is also the 
amount of time, information, or influence that 
someone has: He has more bandwidth (= more in- 
fluence) than any presidential adviser has ever had 
in history. 


bandy something about /'bzen-di: -'baut/ 
phrasal verb to talk about something without care- 
ful consideration © Wild guesses of the value of the 
painting were being bandied about. 


bane /bein/ n [U] something that is particularly 
effective in causing you trouble or worry © Instead 
of doing his homework, my son is always playing 
computer games — they’re the bane of my existence 
these days. 


bang /ben/ v[I/T] 1 to make or cause something 
to make a sudden loud, usually short noise, esp. 
by hitting two things together © [T] He banged his 
head on the open cupboard door. 2 To bang out 
something is to do something quickly: [M] / sat 
down at the piano and banged out a tune. 
bang /been/ n [C] © She ran out of the room and 
slammed the door with a bang. 


IDIOM with bang 


ebang for the buck value in return for your 
money © They're very careful when they spend 
money, and they’re going to insist on getting the 
most bang for their buck. 


PHRASAL VERB with bang 


ebang up someone/something [M] to damage or 
injure someone or something by hitting © He 
banged up the car backing out of the garage. 


bangs /bzenz/ pi n the hair, usually cut straight 
across the front of the face above the eyes 


——v /'been: ap/ adj [not gradable] infmi very 
good; excellent © She did a bang-up job. 


banish /'ben-1f/ v [T] 1 to send someone away 


and forbid the person to come back © He was ban- 
ished from his sister’s house. 2 To banish is also to 
get rid of: Their goal is to banish war forever. 


banister /'bzn-a-star/ n [C] a row of wooden 
or metal poles at the side of stairs and the bar at- 
tached to them on top 


banjo /'bzen-d3ou/ n [C] p! banjos, banjoes a 
musical instrument with four or five strings and a 
body like a drum that is played by pulling at the 
strings with the fingers or a small piece of plastic 


bank ORGANIZATION /bzenk/ n [C] 1 an orga- 
nization that holds money belonging to others, in- 
vesting and lending it to get more money, or the 
building in which the organization is situated 2 A 
bank of blood or human organs is a place that 
stores these things for later medical use: a blood 
bank 3 In a CASINO, the bank is money that is used 
to pay the players who win. 
bank /beenk/ v [I/T] ° [I always + adv/prep] / bank 
at First National because it’s near where | work. 
banker /'been-kar/ n [C] a person who has an im- 
portant position in a bank 
banking /‘bzen-kin/ n [U] the business of oper- 
ating a bank © a career in international banking 
RAISED GROUND /bzpk/ n [C] 1 sloping raised 
land, esp. along the sides of a river or lake, or a 
mass of something that has been piled together 
and has sloping sides © We walked along the river 
bank, 2 A bank of clouds is a group of clouds that 
look as if they are piled together. 3 A bank is also 
a row of similar objects: A bank of computers dis- 
plays the latest weather data. 


COMMON LEARNER ERROR “JA 
bank 
You can sit on the bank of a river. But do not 
use bank if you mean a long seat for people to 
sit on (for example, in a park). The correct word 
for this kind of seat is bench. 
The old man sat down on the bench to rest 
for a while. 
The-old-man-sat-dewn-ern-the-bankto-restter 
awhile: 


TURN /beenk/ v [I] (of an aircraft) to fly with one 
wing higher than the other when turning © We 
banked to make a left turn as we approached the 
airport. 


PHRASAL VERB with bank 


ebank on something to expect something or de- 
pend on something happening © You can bank on 
my support. 


bank account n [C] an arrangement in which 
a bank keeps your money but makes it available to 
you when you want it 


bankrupt /'bzp-krapt/ adj 1 without enough 
money to pay your debts © /f | don’t find a job, I'll 
be bankrupt in two months. 2 law When a company 
or person is bankrupt, a court of law gives control 
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of the finances to someone who will arrange to pay 
as much as possible of what is owed. 

bankrupt /‘bzn-krapt/ v [T] © The senator said 
the president's plan would bankrupt the country. 
bankruptcy /'been-krap-si/ n [C/U] the inability 
to pay your debts, or a particular example of this, 
involving the sale of your property or some other 
arrangement to pay as much as possible of the 
money you owe © [U] /f sales don’t improve, we'll 
have to declare bankruptcy within a year. 


banner /'ben-ar/ n [C] 1 a strip of material 
showing a name, such as of a sports team, or a 
message, which is often put in a place where it can 
be seen by many people © The museum had a huge 
banner over its front entrance advertising its current 
show. 2 A banner year is an unusually good year: 
This is clearly not a banner year for Canadian poetry. 


banquet /‘beenkwat/ n [C] a large formal meal 
for many people, often followed by speeches in 
honor of someone © Ed Carey will receive the award 
at the organization's annual banquet. 


banquette /been'ket, baen-/ n [C] a long seat 
covered with cloth or similar material and put 
against a wall, esp. with tables and chairs facing it 
in a restaurant © She sat on the banquette because 
she likes to look at everyone in the restaurant. 


banter /'bznt-ar/ n [U] conversation that is not 
serious and is often playful © That kind of banter 
isn’t appropriate at work. 


baptism /'bep ,tiz-am, Southern also 'beeb-/ n 
(C] a Christian ceremony in which water is poured 
over someone’s head or the person is briefly cov- 
ered completely by water, and is named as a Chris- 
tian © We're hoping to be able to get to Pasadena 
for the baptism of our grandson. 


Baptist /‘beep-tast/, Southern also /‘beeb-/ n[C] a 
member of a Christian religious group that is one 
of the Protestant churches 
Baptist /‘beep-tast/, Southern also /‘beeb-/ adj [not 
gradable] © the Baptist church © a Baptist minister 


baptize /bep 'taiz/, Southern also /beeb 'taiz/ v [T] 
to name and recognize a person as a Christian dur- 
ing a BAPTISM ceremony © She was baptized a 
Catholic at age 20. 


bar POLE /bar/ n [C] 1 a strong pole, esp. one 
made of metal, used as a support, to force some- 
thing to move, or to block an opening © He stuck 
his hand through the bars of the cage 2 A bar is also 
any of various small objects having a rectangular 
shape: a granola bar 
bar /bar/ v [T] -rr- to put a strong pole or poles 
across an opening © We barred the windows as pro- 
tection against burglars. 

PREVENT /bar/ v[T] -rr- to prevent someone from 
doing something or going somewhere © Protesters 
tried to break into the building, but the police barred 
their way. 

DRINKING PLACE /bar/ n [C] a place, sometimes 
within a restaurant, where alcoholic drinks are 
served, or a long, high table in such a place along 
which people stand or sit while drinking © He used 
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bar code 


to just sit in a bar and listen to jazz. © They sat at 
the bar and chatted with the bartender. 

MUSIC /bar/, measure n [C] 1 one of the small 
equal parts into which a piece of music is divided, 
containing a fixed number of beats © He played 
four bars of music. 2 A bar is also one of the vertical 
lines that divide a piece of music into equal parts. 

LAWYERS /bar/ n [U] all lawyers considered as a 
group © She passed the Massachusetts bar exam on 
her first try. 

EXCEPT /bar/ prep except for © He’s the greatest 
pitcher of all time, bar none (= no one else is better). 
barring /'‘bar-1n/ prep © We were assured that, 
barring unexpected developments, we would get the 
contract. 


barb SHARP END /barb/ n[C] the sharp part of a 
fish hook or arrow that makes it difficult to remove 
from something caught on it 
barbed /barbd/ adj 

CRUEL REMARK /barb/ n[C] an intelligent but criti- 
cal remark that is intended to hurt © Some of 
Weaver's sharpest barbs were aimed at his boss. 
barbed /barbd/ adj ° a barbed comment 


barbarian /bar'ber-i:-9n, -'bzer-/ n[C] a person 
who has no experience of the habits and culture 
of modern life, and whose behavior you therefore 
consider strange or offensive © They thought | was 
some kind of barbarian because | didn’t know how 
to use a computer. 
barbarous /‘bar-ba-ras/ adj 1 characteristic of 
people who have no experience of the habits and 
culture of modern life, and whose behavior you 
therefore consider strange 2 Barbarous also means 
BARBARIC. 


barbaric /bar'beer-1k/, barbarous /'bar-ba-ras/ 
adj extremely cruel © barbaric behavior/practices 


barbecue /'bar-b1 ,kju:/, abbreviation BBQ n[C]a 
metal frame on which food is cooked outside over 
a fire, or a meal prepared using such a frame and 
usually eaten outside © | like catfish cooked on a 
barbecue. © Our neighbors invited all of us to a back- 
yard barbecue. 
barbecue /‘bar-bi ,kju:/ v [T] © During the sum- 
mer we barbecue all the time. 


barbed wire /'barb 'dwair, 'bab-, -‘wair/ n [U] 
a type of strong wire with sharp points on it, used 
to prevent people or animals from entering or 
leaving a place 


barber /‘bar:bar/ n [C] a person whose job is 
cutting hair, esp. of men and boys 


barbershop, barber shop /‘bar-bar ,fap/ n [C] 
a place where men and boys get their hair cut 


barbiturate /bar'bitJ-a-rat/ n [C] a strong 
medicine that makes people calm or helps them 
sleep 


bar code, barcode / bar-koud/ n[C] a small rec- 
tangle of black lines of different widths that con- 
tains information that can be read by a computer 
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bare /ber, ber/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 without any 
clothes or not covered by anything © The hot sand 
burned my bare feet. © Inside, the floors were bare 
and there was very little furniture. 2 Bare also means 
the least possible or only this much of something: 
They had nothing beyond the bare necessities (of life) 
(= the most basic things you need). 
bare /ber, bzer/ v [T] to show something that is 
usually covered © The dog bared its teeth and 
growled. 


bareback /‘ber-bek, 'bzer-/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] without a SADDLE (= leather seat) on the back 
of a horse that someone is riding © a bareback rider 


barefoot /'ber-fut, ‘bzer-/, barefooted /'ber 
‘fut- ed, 'bzer-/ adj, adv [not gradable] not wearing 
any shoes or socks © A young barefoot girl led him 
away. 


bareheaded /'ber‘hed-ad, 'bzer-/ adj, adv [not 
gradable] without any covering on your head © 
Some of the men wore hats, and some were 
bareheaded. 


barely /'ber-li, 'baer-/ adv [not gradable] by the 
smallest amount; only just © There was barely 
enough room for the two of them. © The dark line of 
the mountains was barely visible against the night 
sky. 


barf /barf/ v [I] slang to vomit 


bargain AGREEMENT /'bar-gan/ n[C] an agree- 
ment between two people or groups in which 
each promises to do something in exchange for 
something else © He failed to carry out his side of 
the bargain. 
bargaining /‘bar-ga-nin/ n [U] © Harriman 
pressed for tougher bargaining by the American side. 
LOW PRICE /'bar-gan/ n [C] something sold for a 
price that is lower than usual or lower than its value 
O We got tickets to the show at half-price, a real 
bargain. 
bargain /'bar-gan/ v [I] to try to reach agree- 
ment with someone in order to get a lower price 
© You can usually bargain with antique dealers. 


PHRASAL VERB with bargain 


ebargain on something to expect something to 
happen © We hadn’t bargained on an entire week of 
rain. 


bargain-basement adj [not gradable] (of 
prices) extremely low, or (of products) of low qual- 
ity © Farmers bought up the land at bargain-base- 
ment prices. 


bargaining chip n [C] something that one 
side can use to persuade the other side to reach 
an agreement © Union leaders used the threat of a 
strike during the busy season as a bargaining chip. 


barge BOAT /bard3/ n[C] a long boat with a flat 
bottom, used for carrying heavy loads 

HURRY /bard3/ v [I always + adv/prep] to force your 
way rudely or suddenly and quickly © You ought to 
knock instead of just barging into my office. 


bar graph n[C] a drawing that uses rectangular 
boxes to show how two sets of amounts are re- 
lated > Picture: graph 


| 


baritone /‘bzr-9,toun/ n [C] a man’s singing 


voice in the range lower than a TENOR, or a person 
or musical instrument with this range 


barium /'ber-i:-am, 'ber-/ n [U] chemistry a 
soft, gray-white chemical element that is a metal 


bark DOG /bark/ v[I/T] 1 to make the loud, short 
noise that a dog and some other animals make © 
[1] The dog barked all night. 2 A human who barks 
something shouts it suddenly and strongly: [T] The 
sergeant barked orders at his troops. 
bark /bark/ n[C] © The dog gave two loud barks. 


TREE /bark/ n[U] the hard, outer covering of a tree 
IDIOMS with bark 


¢ someone’s bark is worse than his or her bite al- 
though someone says things that sound frighten- 
ing, the person’s actions will not be as severe as 
the things that were said © The boss seems mean, 
but his bark is worse than his bite. 

ebarking up the wrong tree trying to do some- 
thing in a way that will not work © His attorney 
suggested that the investigators might be barking up 
the wrong tree. 


barley /‘bar-li/ n [U] a tall plant grown for its 
grain, or the grain from this plant which is used 
for food 


bar mitzvah /bar'mits-va/ n (C] a Jewish cer- 
emony held when a boy reaches the age of 13 and 
has the responsibilities of an adult man 


barn /barn/ n [C] a large building on a farm in 
which HAY (= dried grass) and grain and often farm 
animals are kept 


barnacle /'bar-nr-kal/ n [C] a small sea creature 
with a shell that fastens itself tightly and in large 
numbers to rocks and the bottoms of boats 


barnstorm /'barn-sto:rm/ v [I/T] to travel to 
many places briefly in order to give a performance 
or to make a political appearance © [I/T] He barn- 
stormed (through) the West. 


barnyard /'barn-jard/ n [C] the area around a 
BARN (= farm building), often fenced so that ani- 
mals cannot get away 


barometer /ba'ram-at-ar/ n[C] earth science 
a device that measures air pressure which shows 
when the weather is likely to change 


barometric pressure /,ber-a'me-trik ‘preJ- 
ar, ,\baer-/n [U] earth science the amount of force 
at any point on the earth’s surface caused by the 
weight of the air 


baroque /bo'rouk, -'rak, -'ro:k/ adj relating to 
the highly decorated style in buildings, art, and 
music that was popular in Europe in the 17th cen- 
tury and the early part of the 18th century © ba- 
roque architecture 


barracks /'ber-aks/ n[C] p/ barracks a building 
or group of buildings where soldiers live © The 15 
tents were normally used as barracks for Marines. 
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barrage /ba'raz, -'rad3/ n [C usually sing] 1 a 
continuous firing of large guns, esp. to protect sol- 
diers advancing on an enemy © an artillery barrage 
2 A barrage is also a great number of complaints, 
criticisms, or questions suddenly directed at some- 
one: Morris fired off a barrage of questions about 
Halperin’s politics. 


barrel CONTAINER /‘ber-al/ n [C] 1 a large 
wooden container with a flat top and bottom and 
curving sides that are wider in the middle 2 A bar- 
rel is also a unit of measurement of volume equal 
to 31.5 gallons (119 liters) or, of oil, equal to 42 
gallons (159 liters). 

MOVE FAST /'beer-al/ v [| always + adv/prep] to 
travel or move very fast O We were barreling along 
at 80 miles an hour. 


GUN PART /‘bzr-al/ n [C] the long part of a gun 
that is shaped like a tube 


barren /'bzr-an/ adj 1 (of land) not producing 
or unable to produce plants © The landscape was 
barren, with not a tree or shrub in sight. 2 old use lf 
a woman is barren, she is unable to have a baby. 


barrette /ba'ret, ba-/ n [C] a fastener, often 
decorative, that women and girls use to hold their 
hair in place 


barricade /'ber-s,kerd/ n[C] a large object or 
objects that are used to stop people from going 
where they want to go 
barricade /‘bzr-a,kerd/ v [T] to block anyone 
from reaching a place © The protesting students 
barricaded the streets leading to the university. 


barrier /'ber-i:-ar/ n[C] anything used or acting 
to block someone from going somewhere or from 
doing something, or to block something from 
happening © The Secret Service erected concrete 
barriers around the White House. © Jackie Robinson 
was the African-American who succeeded in breaking 
major league baseball's color barrier (= use of race 
to block something from happening). 


barring /'bar-in/ prep © See at BAR EXCEPT 


barrio /‘bar-i: ou, 'bar-/ n [C] pi barrios in the 
US, a part of a city where mainly Spanish-speaking 
people live 


bartender /'‘bar ,ten-dar/ n [C] someone who 
makes and serves drinks in a bar 


barter /'bart-ar/ v [I/T] to exchange goods for 
other things rather than for money © [I] /n the mar- 
ketplace, you can barter for souvenirs by offering 
jeans and lipstick. 


baryon /‘ber-i:,an, ‘ber-/ n [C] physics a PAR- 

TICLE (= small piece of matter that makes up an 
atom) that contains three QUARKS, esp. a NEU- 
TRON or a PROTON 


basalt /ba'so:lt, 'ber-so:lt/ n [U] earth science a 
type of black rock that comes from a VOLCANO (= 
mountain that explodes and throws out hot rocks) 
basaltic /ba'so:l-trk/ adj [not countable] earth 
science relating to or containing basalt 


base BOTTOM /beis/ n [C] 1 the bottom of an 
object; the part on which it rests O This lamp has a 
heavy base so it won’t tip over. 2 geometry A base 
angle is one of the two equal angles that include 
the bottom of an ISOSCELES TRIANGLE. 


MAIN PLACE /beis/ n [C] 1 the place from which a 
business operates or a person works © We have an 
office in San Diego, but Washington is still our base. 
2 A base is also a place from which the military 
operates that provides weapons storage and hous- 
ing: The military has bases all over the US. 
base /bets/ v [T always + adv/prep] © Where is 
your company based? 

SUBSTANCE /bets/ n[C] biology one of four chem- 
ical substances that make up the part of DNA and 
RNA that controls the structure of GENES 


CHEMICAL /bets/ n [C/U] chemistry any of various 
chemical substances that have the opposite effect 
or chemical behavior as that of an acid 


NUMBER /beis/ n[C] mathematics a number that 
is multiplied by itself o In 6%, 6 is the base and it is 
multiplied by 6 three times. 


MAIN PART /bers/ n[C usually sing] the main part 
of something, or the people or activities that form 
the main part of something © The sauce has an olive 
oil base. © Tourism remains the city’s economic base. 
© He'll need a wide base of regional support to win 
the election. 


WORD PART /bets/ n[C] grammar a word or word 
part to which prefixes and endings may be added 
to make new words, as in “do,” the base of “redo” 
and “doable” 

BASEBALL /bers/ n[C] (in the game of baseball) one 
of the four angles of a square, all of which a player 
must touch in order to score O He reached first base 
on a single. 


WORD FAMILY base 


Nouns base 
basics 
basis 


Adjectives baseless 
basic 


Adverbs 


basically 


Verbs base 


PHRASAL VERB with base 


ebase something on something 1 to use informa- 
tion to support or prove an opinion or belief © We 
based our decision on the facts in the report. 2 If you 
base a Story, painting, or other work on something 
else, you use the other thing as the main idea for 
creating the story: The book is based on the life of 
abolitionist John Brown. 


baseball /'bers-bo:I/ n [C/U] 1 a game with two 
teams of nine players in which a ball, thrown by a 
PITCHER, is hit by a player with a BAT (= special 
stick) who then tries to run around four BASES be- 
fore being stopped by the other team © [U] Austin 
never played baseball like the other kids. 2 A base- 
ball is the ball used in this game. 


baseball cap n [C] a hat with a curved piece 
of stiff material above the eyes to give protection 
from the sun, originally worn by baseball players 
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base hit 


base hit nr [C] (in baseball) a play in which a 
player hits the ball and successfully reaches the first 
base 


baseless /'ber-slas/ adj without supporting facts 
© Investigation showed these were baseless accu- 
sations. 


basement /‘ber-smant/ n [C] a part of a build- 
ing that is below the level of the first floor © The 
hardware department is in the basement. 


bases /'ber-si:z/ pl of BASIS 


bash HIT /bzJ/ v[T] infmi 1 to attack someone or 
something with an object © He bashed his arm 
against a shelf. 2 If you bash someone with words, 
you criticize that person severely: Some of these 
countries have been bashing the United States. 
bashing /'beeJ-1n/ n[U] © The more things | do to 
get this union on the right track, the more of a bash- 
ing | take. 

PARTY /bzJ/ n[C] infm! a large, energetic party © 
He had a big bash, including live music, for his 18th 
birthday. 


bashful /‘bz{J-fal/ adj easily embarrassed and 
uncomfortable; shy © She gave a bashful smile when 
she was introduced. 


basic /'ber-stk/ adj most important or central to 
something © In physics we study basic principles of 
force and motion. © We help with basic needs like 
food and shelter. 
basics /‘ber-stks/ p/n the central and most im- 
portant principles of something © Pablo has prom- 
ised to teach me the basics of sailing. 
basically /'ber-si-kli/ adv [not gradable] © The 
two cars are basically the same. 


basil /'bzz-al, 'ber-zal/ n [U] an herb with a 
strong smell that is used to flavor foods in cooking 


basin /'ber-san/ n [C] 1 a large, open bowl, or 
the amount such a container will hold © / left the 
napkins soaking in a basin. 2 The basin of a river or 
body of water is the land that surrounds it and the 
streams that flow into it. 3 A basin is also a shel- 
tered area of water deep enough for boats, or an 
area of land that is lower than all the surrounding 
land. 


basis /'ber-sas/ n[C] pi bases 1 the most impor- 
tant facts or principles or ideas that support some- 
thing © There is no basis for their statements. 2 A 
basis is also a way or method of doing something: 
Mostly people work on a part-time basis. 


bask /besk/ v [I always + adv/prep] to lie or sit 
and enjoy warmth © On top of the wall, a cat basked 
happily in the sun. © (fig.) Marina basked in the 
crowd’s admiration (= enjoyed it). 


basket CONTAINER /'bzes-kat/ n[C] a container 
like a rounded box, often with a handle, which is 
used for carrying or storing things and made of 
woven strips of dried grass or other material, or 
the amount such a container holds © a wicker bas- 
ket O a wastepaper basket © a basket of flowers 

GOAL /'bzes-kat/ n[C] (in the game of BASKETBALL) 
an open net hanging from a metal ring which 
players must throw the ball through to score, or a 


successful throw through the ring © She made three 
baskets in a row. 


COMMON LEARNERERROR 
basket or basketball? 
In some languages basketball and volleyball 
are referred to simply as basket and volley, but 
in English a basket is the round net itself and a 
volley is the hitting of the ball. For the names 
of the sports you have to use basketball and 
volleyball. 

! love basketball. 

Hove-basket: 


basketball /'bzs-kat,bo:I/ n [C/U] a game 
played by two teams of five players who score 
points by throwing the bali through a net that 
hangs from a metal ring, or the ball used in this 
game © [U] We played basketball all the time. 
» Learner error: basket or basketball? at BASKET 
GOAL 


basket case /'bes-kat ,kets/ n [C usually sing] 
infml someone who is made very anxious by the 
demands and pressures of something, esp. work © 
| was a basket case by the end of the day. 


bas mitzvah /bas 'mits-va/ n[C] BAT MITZVAH 


bass MUSICAL RANGE /beis/ n [C/U] the lowest 
range of a voice or musical instrument, or a person 
or musical instrument with this range © [C] The 
qualities of his voice make you forget he is a bass. 


FISH /bzes/ n [C/U] p/ bass any of several related 
fishes found in rivers or the sea, used for food o 
[C] striped bass 


bass clef /beis 'klef/ n[C] music in Western mu- 
sic, a sign that shows the fourth line of a STAFF (= 
the five lines on which music is written) is the note 
F below middle C (= the note C near the middle 
of a piano keyboard) > Picture: notation 


bass fiddle, short form bass n[C] infm!a DOUBLE 
BASS 


bassoon /ba'su:n/ n [C/U] a tube-shaped mu- 
sical instrument that produces low notes and is 
played by blowing through two REEDS (= thin 
pieces of wood) and pressing keys on its front to 
produce notes, or this type of instrument gener- 
ally; a WOODWIND 


baste /beist/ v [T] to put fat or meat juices on 
food, esp. meat, while it cooks © We basted the 
turkey every twenty minutes. 


bat STICK /bzt/ n[C] a specially shaped stick of 
wood or metal, used for hitting the ball esp. in 
baseball © / hear the crack of a bat and the voices 
of children. 
bat /beet/ v [I/T] -tt- 1 [T] He batted the ball high 
into the air. 2 \f you bat at something, you hit it 
lightly: [I] She batted at the air, trying to shoo the 
bugs. 
batter /'beet-ar/ n [C] (in baseball) the player 
whose turn it is to hit the ball © See also: BATTER 
HIT; BATTER FOOD 


ANIMAL /bzet/ n[C] a small, flying animal with big 
ears and wings of skin 
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bawl 


MOVE EYE /beet/ v [T] -tt- to open and close your 
eyes quickly several times, esp. to attract attention 
or admiration © She smiled and batted her eyes. 


IDIOM with bat 


eat bat taking your turn to try to hit the ball in a 
baseball game © The bases were loaded, and Ortiz 
was at bat. 


batch /bet{/ n[C] people or things dealt with as 
a group or at the same time © Mom just made a 
fresh batch of cookies. © I’ve got a whole batch of 
applications to read through. 


bath /bzé@/ n[C] 1 the activity of washing your- 

self or another person or an animal in a large con- 
tainer filled with warm water © | gave the dog a 
bath. 2 When describing homes, a bath can also 
mean a BATHROOM: a three-bedroom, two-bath 
apartment 


bathe WASH /be1d/ v [I/T] to wash someone, 
usually with soap and water in a BATHTUB © [T] / 
had to change the kids’ diapers and feed them and 
bathe them. 


COVER /be16/ v [T] to cover with a liquid, esp. as a 
treatment for pain or injury © / bathed my foot in 
warm salt water. © (fig.) The afternoon sun bathed 
the city in pink and gold. 


bathing suit /'ber-d19,su:t/ n [C] a piece of 
clothing for swimming; a SWIMSUIT 


bath mat n[C] a cloth put on the floor to stand 
on after a bath or a piece of rubber on the bottom 
of a bath or SHOWER to keep someone from sliding 
and falling 


bathrobe /'bzé-roub/, robe n [C] a piece of 
clothing rather like a loose-fitting coat, worn to 
cover up after a bath, or before getting dressed 


bathroom /'bz98-ru:im, -rum/ n [C] a room 
with a toilet and a place to wash your hands, and 
often a BATHTUB and a SHOWER (= device that 
sprays water on a person’s body) © Our bathroom 
is the warmest room in the house. > Usage: toilet, 
bathroom, or restroom? at TOILET 


bath towel n [C] a large TOWEL (= piece of 
cloth) for drying off after a bath or SHOWER 


bathtub /'b2e-tab/, short form tub n [C] a con- 
tainer large enough for a person to sit in to take a 
bath 


batik /ba'ti:k, ba-/ n [U] a way of printing pat- 
terns on cloth by covering the design with wax 
and coloring the cloth that does not have wax on 
it with DYE 


bat mitzvah /bat 'mits-va, bas-/, bas mitzvah 
n[C] a Jewish ceremony held when a girl reaches 
the age of 12 or 13 and has the responsibilities of 
an adult woman 


baton /be'tan/ n [C] any of various specially de- 
signed sticks used in races, to lead a group of mu- 
sicians, or thrown in the air by people who are 
marching © She twirls a baton as the parade passes 
by. © He waves his fork like a conductor’s baton. 


battalion /ba'tzl-jan/ n[C] a large military unit 
under a single leader, consisting of three or more 
COMPANIES 


batter HIT /'bet-ar/ v [I/T] to hit someone or 
something again and again © [T] Thunderstorms 
were battering Kansas again on Sunday. © [T] (fig.) 
He had been battered by opponents who turned pub- 
lic opinion against him. © See also: BATTER at BAT 
STICK 
battered /'bzt-ard/ adj old and damaged, or 
hurt © He stuffed his battered briefcase with all of his 
notes. 
battering /'bet-a-rin/ n [C/U] damage caused 
by an action or event © [C] Florida is starting to 
recover from the battering it endured in recent hur- 
ricanes. © [C usually sing] Stock markets have taken 
a battering in the past week. 
battery /'beet-a-ri/ n [U] the crime of attacking 
and beating someone 
FOOD /'bet-ar/ n[U] any liquid mixture containing 
milk, eggs, and flour, as used to make cake, PAN- 
CAKES, or other similar food, or to cover food be- 
fore frying it © See also: BATTER at BAT STICK 


battering ram n[C] a long, heavy pole, used 
to break down doors 


battery ELECTRICAL DEVICE /'beet-a-ri/ n[C] 1 
a device that produces electricity to provide power 
for radios, cars, toys, etc. 0 What size battery do 
you need for the alarm clock? 2 physics A battery is 
also any device that produces electrical energy 
from chemical energy. 


LARGE NUMBER /'bet-a-ri/ n [C] a number of 
things of a similar type © You have to pass a whole 
battery of tests to get into that school. 


battle /‘bet-4l/ n[C/U] 1 a fight between armed 
forces, or an argument between two groups © [C] 
the Battle of Cedar Creek © [C] a naval battle o [C] 
The battle between street gangs went on for years. 
© [C] They’re in a battle with their publisher over 
electronic rights. 2 A battle can also be an serious 
effort to change a situation: [C] Doctors Without 
Borders is a group that wages battles against hunger 
and disease. 
battle /'bzet-9I/ v [I/T] © [I] Congress is battling 
with the White House over funding. 0 [T] Long Horse 
died battling the Sioux in 1875. © [I] | thought we 
had the game under control, but they really battled 
back. 


battlefield /‘bzt-l fi:ld/ n[C] a place where a 
BATTLE (= a fight between armed forces) is being 
fought or was fought © We visited the Civil War bat- 
tlefield at Gettysburg. 


battleground /‘bet-*l,graund/ n [C] 1 a 
place where an argument or competition is hap- 
pening © Pennsylvania and Ohio are key battle- 
grounds in this year’s election. 2 A battleground is 
also a BATTLEFIELD. 


batty /‘beet-i/ adj infmi, disapproving foolish or 
crazy 


baw  /b»:!/ v [I] to cry or shout loudly © He started 
bawling when the dog snatched his toy. 
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bay SHELTERED WATER /be1/ n[C] an area of wa- 
ter sheltered by land on three sides © We went sail- 
ing in Cape Cod Bay. 

SPACE /be1/ n[C] a partly enclosed space © A truck 
in the loading bay is blocking my car. 


CALL /ber/ v [I] (of dogs and similar animals) to 
make a low, long, deep cry 


IDIOMS with bay 


ekeep someone at bay, hold someone at bay to 
prevent someone from moving closer © He held the 
police at bay for several hours. 

ekeep something at bay, hold something at bay to 
control something and prevent it from causing 
you problems © She fought to keep her unhappiness 
at bay. 


bay leaf /'ber-li:f/ n [C] pi bay leaves the leaves 
of an evergreen tree, which are dried and used in 
cooking to add flavor 


bayonet /‘ber-a-nat, ,bet-a'net/ n [C] a long, 
sharp blade attached to a gun 
bayonet /'ber-9-nat, ber-a'net/ v [T] -t-, -tt- 0 
In training, we learned to bayonet a straw dummy. 


bayou /'bat-u:, -ou/ n [C] (in the southern US) 
an area of slowly moving or still water connected 
to a river or lake 


bazaar /ba'zar/ n [C] 1 an open market where 
people sell things, or any group of small shops or 
people selling goods 2 A bazaar is also an event 
where people sell things to raise money for an or- 
ganization, such as a school or hospital: Our school 
is having its springtime bazaar next Saturday. 


BB gun /'bi:-bi: ,gan/n[C] a gun that uses air to 
shoot small, round balls 


BBQ n [C] abbreviation for BARBECUE 


BBS rn [C] abbreviation for bulletin board system (= 
a computer system allowing users to exchange 
messages and information) 


B.C. abbreviation for before Christ, used to show that 
a year or century comes before the year in which 
Jesus Christ is thought to have been born © Caesar 
was assassinated in 44 B.C. O USAGE: B.C. always 
appears after the year. O Compare A.D. 


B.C.E. abbreviation for before the Common Era, 
used to show that a year or century comes before 
the year 1 of the CALENDAR used today in much 
of the world, esp. in Europe and North and South 
America © The Upanishads date from the eighth cen- 
tury B.C.E. © Demosthenes died in 323 B.C.E. 


be RELATIONSHIP /bi:/ v am, are, is, pres. part. be- 
ing, past simp. was, were, past part. been 1 used to 
connect two things or a thing with something that 
it has as a quality or condition © [L] /t is cold today. 
© [L] My name is Andy. © [L] She is a doctor. © [L] 
How old are you? © [L] These books are (= cost) 
$12.99 each. © [L] Please be patient. 2 Be is also 
used to show the position of a person or thing in 
space or time: [I always + adv/prep] The food was 
on the table. © [| always + adv/prep] Tony is in trou- 
ble again. 

EXIST /bi:/ v [L] am, are, is, pres. part. being, past 
simp. Was, were, past part. been to exist © She apolo- 


gized for the way things are around here. © There 
was no sound. 

CONTINUE /bi:/ auxiliary verb am, are, is, pres. part. 
being, past simp. was, were, past part. been used 
with the present participle of other verbs to de- 
scribe actions that are or were continuing © You 
are being very selfish. 0 She was studying to be a 
lawyer. © It is raining. © Ill be coming back (= | plan 
to come back). 


PASSIVE /bi:/ auxiliary verb am, are, is, pres. part. 
being, past simp. was, were, past part. been used 
with the past participle of other verbs to form the 
passive O He was asked to wait. © Please be seated. 
© The World Trade Center was built in the early 
1970s. 


POSSIBLE CONDITION /bi:/ auxiliary verb past simp. 
were, were used to show the possibility of a con- 
dition or of something happening in the future © 
if | were afraid of you, why would | be here? 0 If you 
were allowed to have one wish, what would it be? © 
USAGE: In grammar, this form of be is called the 
SUBJUNCTIVE. 

FUTURE /bi:/ auxiliary verb am, are, is, past simp. 
was, were fmi/ used to say what will happen © [+ 
to infinitive] The president is to decide this issue very 
soon. 

ALLOW /bi:/ auxiliary verb am, are, is, past simp. 
was, were fm/ used to tell people they must or 
should do something © [+ to infinitive] Their 
mother said they were to play nearby. 


beach /bi:tf/ n[C] a flat, sloping area of sand or 
small stones beside the sea or a lake © Let’s go to 
the beach. 


beach ball n[C] a large, light, brightly colored 
ball filled with air that people play with esp. on a 
beach 


beacon /'bi:-kan/ n [C] 1 a light that acts as a 
signal or warning © (fig.) a beacon of hope 2 A bea- 
con is also a device that sends a signal or infor- 
mation: a radar/navigation beacon 


bead /bi:d/ n [C] a small, often round piece of 
plastic, wood, glass, or other material with a hole 
through it, which is put on a string to make jewelry 
such as a NECKLACE © She fingered the beads of her 
rosary. © (fig.) Beads of sweat formed on his forehead 
as he worked in the sun. 


beady /'bi:d-i/ adj (of eyes) small and shiny, esp. 
like a bird’s eyes O Her beady eyes stared from be- 
hind thick glasses. 


beak /bi:k/ n[C] the hard, pointed part of a bird’s 
mouth 


beaker /'bi:-kar/ n [C] a wide 
glass container with a flat bottom 
and an edge for pouring, used in 
science LABORATORIES 


beam LIGHT /bi:m/ n[C] a line 
of light coming from the sun ora 
bright light, esp. as seen against a 
darker background © a beam of 
sunlight © A laser beam scans the 
disc’s surface. 
beam /bi:m/ v [I/T] © [I] The sun beamed down 


BEAKER 
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on the ball field. © [T] Detroit stations are beamed 
(= broadcast) to Canadian communities. 

WOOD /bi:m/ n [C] a long, thick piece of wood, 
metal, or concrete, esp. one used to support 
weight in a building or other structure 

SMALE /bi:m/ v [I] to smile with obvious pleasure © 
is face beamed as if he’d won a gold medal at the 
Olympics. 


bean /bi:n/ n[C] a seed, or the POD (= seed con- 
tainer) of various plants, eaten as a vegetable © 
string beans 


beanbag /'‘bi:n-bzg/ n [C] a large cloth bag 
filled with dried beans or some similar filling that 
is used for sitting on, or a small bag of the same 
type used as a children’s toy 


bean curd n [U] TOFU 


bean sprouts p/n beans that have started to 
grow and that are eaten as vegetables 


bear ANIMAL /ber, bzr/ n [C] a large, strong 
mammal with thick fur that lives esp. in colder 
parts of the world © a black/grizzly/polar bear 


CARRY /ber, ber/ v [T] past simp. bore, past part. 
borne to carry or bring something © Fans bearing 
banners ringed the stadium. 
bearer /'ber-ar, 'baer-ar/ n[C] © Stretcher bearers 
carried the injured across the lawn. 


SUPPORT /ber, bzer/ v [T] past simp. bore, past part. 
borne to hold or support something © The bridge 
has to be strengthened to bear heavier loads. 


ACCEPT /ber, bzr/ v past simp. bore, past part. borne 
to accept something painful or unpleasant with 
determination and strength © [T] Since you will 
bear most of the responsibility, you should get the 
rewards. © [+ to infinitive] He could not bear to see 
her suffering. 


HAVE /ber, bzr/ v[T] past simp. bore, past part. borne 
to have as a quality or characteristic © My life bore 
little resemblance to what I'd hoped for. 


PRODUCE /ber, bzer/ v [T] past simp. bore, past part. 
born, borne (of mammals) to give birth to young, 
or of a tree or plant to give or produce fruit or 
flowers © She bore three children in five years. O US- 
AGE: When talking about mammals, use the past 
participle spelling “born” to talk about a person or 
animal’s birth, and the spelling “borne” to talk 
about a mother giving birth to a child: She had 
borne four boys. 


RAVEL /ber, bzer/ v [I always + adv/prep] past simp. 
bore, past part. borne to travel or move in the 
stated direction © After you pass the light, bear left 
until you come to a bank. 

bearings /‘ber-1nz, 'baer-/ p/ nan understanding 
of directions and positions that helps you know 
where you are © It’s sometimes hard to get your 
bearings in the dark. © See also: BEARING CONNEC- 
TION; BEARING BODY POSITION 


WORD FAMILY bear 
Nouns 


y 


Verbs 
Adverbs unbearably 


bearer bear 


Adjectives bearable 
unbearable 


beat 


IDIOM with bear 


e bear fruit to be successful especially after a lot of 
work or effort © Some of their research is now bear- 
ing fruit, and the results are interesting. 


PHRASAL VERBS with bear 


ebear down to put more effort into doing some- 
thing © | knew | had to bear down hard in order to 
hit the ball. 

ebear down on someone/something to move to- 
ward someone or something in a way that is 
threatening © He leaped away from the car bearing 
down on him. 

ebear out something/someone [M] to support the 
truth of something, or to support someone’s state- 
ment or claim © The facts don’t bear out your fears. 
O The evidence so far simply does not bear him out. 
ebear up to show bravery despite difficulties © 
How is Carmine bearing up since his wife died? 

e bear with someone/something to be patient with 
someone or something © Just bear with me while | 
finish downloading this file. 


beard /bird/ n [C] hair that grows on the lower 
part of a man’s face, sometimes including the hair 
that grows above the lips 
bearded /'‘bird-ad/ adj [not gradable] having a 
beard © a bearded, 43-year-old truck driver 


bear hug n [C] the action of putting your arms 
around someone and holding that person against 
you tightly 


bearing CONNECTION /‘ber-1n, ‘bzer-/ n [U] 
connection to or influence on a result © The fact 
that he was ordered to stand trial has no bearing on 
whether he'll be found guilty. © See also: BEARINGS 
at BEAR TRAVEL 

MANNER /'ber-in, ‘bzer-/ n [U] the particular way 
you find it natural to hold your body or the way 
you appear to other people © She was an imposing 
attorney with a dignified bearing. © See also: BEAR- 
INGS at BEAR TRAVEL 


bear market /‘ber'mar-kat, 'bzr-/ n [U] a 
time when investments in the financial markets are 
generally falling in value © Compare BULL MARKET 


beast /bi:st/ n [C] a wild animal 


beast of burden n[C] an animal used to per- 
form work 


beat DEFEAT /bi:t/ v [T] past simp. beat, past part. 
beaten, beat 1 to defeat a competitor, or to do 
or be better than someone or something © /n foot- 
ball, the Giants beat the 49ers, 17-3. © Most people 
think that the governor will beat his opponent. © The 
room wasn’t much, but it beat driving to a hotel 20 
miles away. 2 To beat something that is going to 
happen is to take action that will prevent it from 
having an effect on you: | leave work early to beat 
the traffic. » Usage: win or beat? at WIN 

HIT /bi:t/ v [I/T] past simp. beat, past part. beaten, 
beat to hit repeatedly © [T] He looked as if he’d been 
beaten. © [|] The children were beating on the table. 
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beating /'bi:t-1n/ n[C] © the beating of a butter- 
fly’s wings © He escaped a beating. © (fig.) This chair 
has taken a beating over the years (= been used 
often and damaged). 

MIX /'bi:t/ v [T] past simp. beat, past part. beaten, 
past part. beat to mix food with a fast circular mo- 
tion © [M] Beat in the egg yolks. 
beater /'bi:t-ar/ n [C] a device used for mixing 
foods 

RHYTHM /bi:t/ v [I/T] past simp. beat, past part. 
beaten, beat to make a rhythmic sound or move- 
ment, or to hit something in rhythm to make such 
a sound © [I] | was so nervous | could feel my heart 
beating. © [T] He steadily beat the drum. © [I] With- 
out calcium, your heart could not beat correctly. 
beat /bi:t/ n [C usually sing] music the rhythmic 
sound in music that repeats regularly © We clapped 
in time to the beat. 

AREA /bi:t/ n [C usually sing] an area for which 
someone, esp. a police officer, has responsibility as 
part of the job © People are comforted to see cops 
on the beat. 

TIRED /bi:t/ adj infmi extremely tired © I’m beat — 
I’m going to bed. 


| WORD FAMILY beat | 


Nouns beat 
beating 


Verbs beat 


Adjectives unbeatable 
unbeaten 


IDIOMS with beat 


ebeat around the bush to talk about lots of un- 
important things because you want to avoid talk- 
ing about what is really important © Quit beating 
around the bush and say what’s on your mind. 
ebeat it slang leave immediately © The big guy 
turned to me and said, “Beat it, kid - nobody wants 
you here.” © USAGE: Used to tell someone to leave. 
e(it) beats me slang | do not know, or | do not 
understand © “Any idea who won the pennant last 
year?” “Beats me.” O USAGE: Used to answer some- 
one’s question. 


PHRASAL VERBS with beat 


ebeat down, beaten, beat (of sun) to shine very 
brightly or (of rain) to come down strongly © The 
sun beat down, parching the already dry fields. 
ebeat out someone [M] to defeat or finish before 
a competitor © Chicago beat out Washington for the 
last playoff spot. 

ebeat someone to something to do something be- 
fore someone else © | wanted to call with the news, 
but Steve beat me to it. 

ebeat up someone [M] to hit someone hard and 
repeatedly © Two people were arrested for beating 
up that man. © See also: BEAT-UP 

ebeat up on someone infml to attack someone un- 
fairly © She didn’t like being beat up on by the press. 


beat-up adj damaged and in bad condition © He 
drove an old, beat-up station wagon. © See also: 
BEAT UP SOMEONE 


beautician /bju:'tiJ-an/ n [C] someone who 
works in a BEAUTY PARLOR cutting and styling hair 
and improving people’s appearance 


beautiful /‘bju:t-1-fal/ adj having an attractive 
quality that gives pleasure to those who experi- 
ence it or think about it © / thought she was the 
most beautiful woman I'd ever seen. © The scenery 
around here is beautiful. o We heard beautiful music 
every night. © It was a beautiful plan. 
beautifully /‘bju:t-1-fli, -fa-li/ adv o She sings 
beautifully. 
beauty /‘bju:t-i/ n [C/U] 1 an attractive quality 
that gives pleasure to those who experience it or 
think about it, or a person who has this attractive 
quality © [U] The Grand Canyon’s natural beauty 
attracts tourists from all over. © [C] At 37 she was 
known as a great beauty. 2 Beauty can also mean 
an attractive appearance: [U] Women’s magazines 
feature articles about diets and beauty tips. 


WORD CHOICES beautiful. = 


If someone (man or woman) is beautiful, we 
can say that the person is attractive or good- 
looking. The adjective handsome is also some- 
times used for men, and pretty for women. 

Her husband is really good-looking. 

Your daughter is very pretty. 

If someone, especially a woman, is extremely 
beautiful, you can say that the person is gor- 
geous or stunning. 

You look gorgeous in that dress! 

I think she’s stunning. 

The adjectives breathtaking, lovely, and gor- 
geous are often used to describe scenery that 
is very beautiful. 

The view from the window is breathtaking. 

We drove through some gorgeous countryside. 
The adjective exquisite is sometimes used to 
describe objects which are very beautiful and 
often delicate. 

They make exquisite lace. 


IDIOM with beautiful 


ethe beauty of something a quality of something 
that makes it good, easy, or worth doing © One of 
the beauties of soccer is that you don’t have to be 
big to play the game. 


beauty parlor, beauty salon, beauty shop n 
[C] a place where women go to have their hair cut 
and styled and their appearance improved 


beaver /'bi:-var/ n[C] a small mammal that lives 
in water esp. in rivers and lakes, and has smooth 
fur, sharp teeth, and a wide, flat tail 


bebop /'bi:-bap/ n [U] BOP MUSIC 


because /b1'k2:z, -'kaz/ conjunction for the rea- 
son that 0 “Why did you throw it?” “Because Carlos 
told me to.” © We can’t go to Julia’s party because 
we’re going away that weekend. 
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because of prep as a result of © The trip was can- 
celed because of bad weather. » Usage: for or be- 
cause? at FOR BECAUSE 


USAGE — —————————— 
because or because of? 
Use because of if the next thing in the sentence 
is simply a noun or a noun phrase. 
The flight was delayed because of technical 
problems. 
The-tlial ease 4 1 
problems: 


beck IDIOM /bek/ 
eat someone’s beck and call ready to do some- 
thing for someone any time you are asked O She 
was confined to a wheelchair but had a private nurse 
at her beck and call. 


beckon /'bek-an/ v [I/T] to move your hand or 
head in a way that tells someone to come nearer 
O [I] Fargis beckoned to the waiter. 


become BE /b1'kam/ v[L] past simp. became, past 
part. become to Start to be O He became a US citizen 
in 1955. © The days are becoming shorter. © It’s be- 
coming obvious that Dorothy doesn’t like me. 


USAGE > eas Ey 
become or get? 
Become and get can both mean “begin to be 
something.” 
You will become dizzy if you spin around too 
fast. 
You will get dizzy if you spin around too fast. 


Use get if you mean receive or accept some- 
thing. Do not use become in this way. 


Of course, we got a lot of support from family 


and friends. 
Of-course-we became etot-of supporttrom 
family-and-friends. 


SUIT /bi'kam/ v [T] past simp. became, past part. be- 
come to cause someone to look attractive, or to 
be suitable for someone © That color really becomes 
you. 
becoming /bi'kam-1n/ adj © a becoming (= at- 
tractive) dress 


PHRASAL VERB with become 


ebecome of someone/something to happen to or 
be a result for something or someone 0 It’s unclear 
exactly what will become of Bill 35 now, but the is- 
sues surrounding it aren’t going away. © Whatever 
became of Jennie O’Hearn? (= what happened to) 


bed FURNITURE /bed/ n [C] a large piece of fur- 
niture with a flat surface that a person can lie on 
to sleep or rest © He felt sick and decided to stay in 
bed that day. © He sat down on the bed and took off 
his shoes. © Some mornings it’s really hard to get out 
of bed. © I’m really tired — | think I'll go to bed (= get 
into bed in order to sleep). 


beech 


BOTTOM OF THE SEA /bed/ n[C] earth science the 
bottom of a river, lake, or sea 

AREA OF GROUND /bed/ n [C] an area of ground 
used for planting flowers © a flower bed 


PHRASAL VERB with bed 


ebed down to sleep somewhere temporarily, or 
to get into bed to sleep © After the earthquake, 
more than 150 families bedded down in the lobby of 
City Hall. 


bed-and-breakfast, abbreviation B&B n[C] a 
smail hotel or private house that rents rooms and 
provides a morning meal 


bedclothes /'bed-klowéz, -klouz/ p! n BEDDING 


bedding /‘bed:1n/, infm! bedclothes n [U] the 
sheets, BLANKETS (= covers to keep you warm), 
and other covers that you put on a bed © The new 
recruits at the army base were lined up to pick up 
their bedding. 


bedlam /'bed-lam/ n[U] complete disorder and 
confusion © In the bedlam of shouting, screaming, 
running people, some ran toward the stage. 


bedpan /'bed:-pzen/ n [C] a container serving as 
a toilet for people who are too ill to get out of bed 


bedraggled /b1'drzg:ald/ adj (of people or 
their appearance) messy, dirty, and often wet 0 We 
picked up four bedraggled sailors who had weath- 
ered the storm in a lifeboat. 


bedridden /'bed ,rid-n/ adj [not gradable] un- 
able to get out of bed because of illness or injury 


bedrock /'bed-rak/ n [U] 1 earth science the 
hard, solid area of rock in the ground that supports 
the earth above it 2 Bedrock also means the prin- 
ciples and ideas on which something is based: We 
feel that the family is the bedrock of society. 


bedroom /'bed-ru:m, -rum/ n [C] a room with 
a bed or beds for sleeping 


bedside /'bed-said/ n[U] the place next to a bed 
© She sat by his bedside, holding his hand. 
bedside /'bed-said/ adj [not gradable] 


bedside manner n [U] the way a doctor be- 
haves toward people being treated to make them 
feel comfortable © He’s a good surgeon but he has 
an awtul bedside manner. 


bedspread /‘bed:spred/ n[C] a cover put ona 
bed over the sheets and BLANKETS (= covers to 
keep you warm) 


bedtime /'bed-taim/ n[C usually sing] the time 
that you usually go to bed at night © Come on, Joey, 
it’s past your bedtime. 


bee /bi:/ n[C] a flying insect that has a yellow and 
black body and is able to sting 


beech /bi:tJ/ n [C/U] a tree with a smooth, gray 
trunk, or the wood of this tree 
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beef MEAT /bi:f/ n[U] the flesh of cattle eaten as 
meat © a roast beef sandwich 
beefy /'bi:-fi/ adj (of a person, esp. a man) large, 
heavy, and powerful looking © a big, beefy football 
player 

COMPLAIN /bi:f/ v [I] slang to complain © Stop beef- 
ing about having to work late — you’re not the only 
one. 
beef /bi:f/ n [C] slang 0 My beef is, how come I’m 
not making as much as you? 


PHRASAL VERB with beef 


ebeef up something [M] to make something 
stronger or more effective, esp. by adding more 
support © The company has beefed up its e-mail 
service. 


beehive /'bi:-hatv/ n[C] a container shaped like 
a box where bees are kept so that their HONEY (= 
the sweet substance they produce) can be 
collected 


been /bin/ past participle of 1 BE 2 Been is also 
used to mean visited or traveled: “Have you ever 
been to Africa?” “No, I’ve never been there, but I’d 
love to go.” > Usage: gone or been? at GO TRAVEL 


beep /bi:p/ to make a high, brief, mechanical 
sound or series of sounds, or cause (a device) to 
make such a sound © [I] The computer started beep- 
ing, so | knew something was wrong. 
beep /bi:p/ n[C] © The recording told me to leave 
a message after the beep. 
beeper /'bi:-par/ n[C] a small electronic device 
that you carry or wear that makes a noise or shows 
a message to tell you that someone wants you to 
telephone; a PAGER 


beer /bir/ n[C/U] a slightly bitter, alcoholic drink 
made from grain, or a serving of this drink in a 
glass or other container 


beet /'bi:t/ n[C/U] the small, round, dark red root 
of a plant, which is cooked and eaten as a 
vegetable 


beetle /'bi:t-9l/ n [C] any of various insects with 
a hard, shell-like back 


befall /bi 'fa:|/ v [T] past simp. befell, past part. be- 
fallen (of something bad) to happen to a person 
or place © Many natural disasters have befallen that 
region. 


befit /bi'fit/ v [T] -tt- to be suitable or right for © 
As befits its rural mountain setting, the nine-roominn 
serves up a huge country breakfast. 


before EARLIER /bt 'fo:r, -'four/ prep, conjunction, 
adv [not gradable] 1 at or during a time earlier 
than (the thing mentioned) © / left early because | 
wanted to arrive home before dark. O Before making 
up your mind, think about all your options. © It was 
another half hour before (= until) the ambulance fi- 
nally arrived. © Less than a week before, he’d gradu- 
ated from college. 2 Before last means before the 
most recent: Today is Monday, so the day before last 
was Saturday. 


IN FRONT /br'fo:r, -'four/ prep in front of © /t took 
courage to stand before a courtroom full of people. 


IDIOMS with before 


e before you know it very soon © A week seems like 
a long time, but Saturday will be here before you 
know it. 

e before long soon © With a little exercise, you'll be 
back in shape before long. 


beforehand /bi'fs:r hand, -'four-/ adv [not 
gradable] earlier (than a particular time); in ad- 
vance © She had phoned beforehand to let me know 
she was coming. 


befriend /bt'frend/ v[T] to be friendly to some- 
one © While at college, he had befriended a young 
student from China. 


befuddled /b1'fad-2ld/ adj confused and un- 
able to think clearly © The director was sitting there 
looking somewhat befuddled. 


beg /beg/ v [I/T] -gg- 1 to ask for money, or to 
ask someone to do something in an urgent way © 
[!] There are a lot of homeless people begging on the 
streets these days. © [T] Is your child begging you for 
a skateboard? 2 If a dog begs, it sits with its front 
legs in the air as if to ask for something. 


IDIOMS with beg 


e beg off to ask to be excused from something that 
you are expected to do © / had to beg off from the 
meeting because | had too much work to do. 

e(!) beg your pardon 1 could you please repeat 
what you just said © “Are you feeling better?” “I beg 
your pardon?” “I said: Are you feeling better?” 2 (I) 
beg your pardon also means | am sorry: | beg your 
pardon — can | just get past you? O USAGE: Used as 
a polite way to ask someone to forgive you. © 
Compare EXCUSE ME at EXCUSE IDIOM; PARDON 
ME at PARDON IDIOM 


beggar /'beg:ar/ n[C] a poor person who lives 
by asking others for money or food 


begin /br'gin/ v [I/T] pres. part. beginning, past 
simp. began, past part. begun to do or be the first 
part of something that continues; start © [T] He 
begins his new job on Monday. © [|] The movie begins 
at seven. © [I] | began by explaining why | had come. 
beginner /br'gin-ar/ n [C] a person who is just 
learning how to do an activity © a karate class for 
beginners 
beginning /bi'gin-1n/ n [C/U] © [C] She arrived 
late on her first day of work — it was not a good 
beginning. © [U] He sat down and read the story from 
beginning to end. 


WORD FAMILY begin 


Nouns beginner Verbs 


beginning 


begin 


IDIOM with begin 


eto begin with first © We had an awful time! To 
begin with, Cameron got sick on the first day. 0 Com- 
pare TO START WITH at START IDIOMS 
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beginner's luck n [U] unexpected early 
success 


begonia /b1'goun-ja/ n [C] any of a variety of 
plants with brightly colored flowers and decorative 
leaves 


begrudge /b1'grad3/ v [T] to allow or give un- 
willingly © He’s worked every weekend for the last 
three months, so you can’t begrudge him a little time 
off now. 


beguile /bi'gail/ v [T] literature to charm, at- 
tract, or interest, sometimes in order to deceive © 
| had to show | was not beguiled by his good looks. 
beguiling /b1'gar-lin/ adj © a beguiling smile 


begun /bi'gan/ past participle of BEGIN 


behalf © IDIOM /bi‘hef/ 
eon behalf of someone, on someone’s behalf done 
for another person’s benefit or support, or because 
you are representing the interests of that person © 
I‘d like to say on behalf of the whole group that we 
wish you well in your new job. 


behave /bi'herv/ v [I/T] to act in a particular 
way, or to act in a way that is considered correct 
© [I] The judge will instruct the jury on how it is to 
behave. 
behavior, Cdn, 8r behaviour /b1 ‘her-vjar/ n[C/U] 
a particular way of acting © [U] Many people com- 
plained about the behavior of some of the fans, who 
were loud and threatening to those around them. © 
[C] This approach can help identify common behav- 
iors and their causes. 
behavioral, Cdn, Br behavioural /br'her-vja-ral/ 
adj [not gradable] expressed in or involving be- 
havior © Emotional and behavioral problems were 
most prevalent in school-aged children. 


WORD FAMILY behave 


Nouns 


Verbs behave 


misbehave 


behavior 
misbehavior 


Adjectives behavioral 


behead /bi'hed/ v [T] to cut off the head of a 
person 


behest /br'hest/ n [U] fm/ a request © Congress 
adopted the budget resolution at the behest of the 
president. 


behind IN BACK OF /bi'hatnd/ prep, adv [not 
gradable] 1 in or to the back (of) O The sun came 
out from behind the clouds. © He opened the door 
and went in, pulling it shut behind him. © A police 
car pulled up behind us. © | realized I’d left my um- 
brella behind (= in the place | had left). 2 Behind 
can also mean responsible for or causing: What 
was the motive behind the bombing? 


BODY PART /bi'‘haind/ n [C] infm/ the part of the 
body on which a person sits; the buttocks 
IDIOMS with behind 


ebehind someone supporting someone in what 
the person intends to do © Her family was solidly 
behind her when she decided to go back to school. 
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believe 


ebehind someone’s back when someone is not 
present © What do they say about me behind my 
back? © USAGE: Used to say that someone inten- 
tionally says or does something when another per- 
son is not there and cannot know about it. 
ebehind bars in prison © Until the court hearing, 
they will remain behind bars. 

ebehind closed doors done in a place where 
things can be kept secret from the public © The 
meeting was held behind closed doors. 

e behind-the-scenes unknown to the public © be- 
hind-the-scenes negotiations 


behold /bi'hould/ v [T] past beheld Jiterature 

to see or look at © He looked up and beheld the 
stranger sitting across the table, smiling a secret 
smile. 


beholden /bi'houl-dan/ adj feeling you have a 
duty to someone who has done something for you 
© They do not benefit from state subsidies and there- 
fore are not beholden to the government. 


beige /be13/ adj, n[U] (of) a pale, creamy, brown 
color 


being BE /'bi:-1n/ present participle of BE 
PERSON /'‘bi:-1n/ n [C/U] a person or thing that ex- 
ists, or the state of existing © [C] human/living be- 
ings 0 [U] The group came into being (= began to 
exist) to help relatives of the terminally ill. 


belabor /b1'lei-bar/ v [T] to explain something 
more than necessary © | don’t want to belabor the 
point, but I still don’t think you understand. 


belated /bi'leit-ad/ adj coming later than ex- 
pected © He did make a belated attempt to 
apologize. 

belatedly /br'lert-ad-li/ adv 


belch /belt{/ 1 to have air from the stomach 
come out in a noisy way through the mouth 2 If 
something is belched or belched out, it comes out 
in quick, violent bursts: [1/T] The chimney was 
belching (out) thick smoke. 
belch /beltJ/ n [C] 


beleaguered /b1'li:-gard/ adj having so many 
difficulties that you feel as if you are being attacked 
from every direction © As a candidate, she had 
promised tax relief for the beleaguered middle class. 


belie /br'lat/ v [T] pres. part. belying, past belied 
fmi to represent something falsely or to hide some- 
thing © His gruff manner belied a gentle personality. 


belief /br'li:f/ n [C/U] the feeling of being certain 
that something exists or is true © [C] philosophical 
beliefs © [C] He made no secret of his belief that she 
was guilty. © [U] He has strong belief in teaching as 
a calling to help others. 


believe /br'li:v/ v[1/T] 1 to think that something 
is true or correct © [T] One juror said he didn’t be- 
lieve the policeman’s testimony. © [+ (that) clause] 
She believed (that) it was wrong to censor the text. 
2 If you believe in something, you feel that it is 
right: [| always + adv/prep] / believe in giving a per- 
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belittle 


son a second chance. 3 If you believe in someone 
you have confidence in that person’s abilities: [| 
always + adv/prep] We just need to believe in 
ourselves. 

believable /br'li:-va-bal/ adj belonging to a 
type that seems real; realistic © a believable char- 
acter/plot/story 

believer /bt1'li:-var/ n [C] 1 a person who feels 
certain about the truth of a religion or religious 
ideas 2 A believer is also someone who has a 
strong opinion that something is right or good: I’m 
a believer in the public’s right to know. 


WORD FAMILY believe 


belief 
believer 
disbelief 


Nouns Adjectives believable 


unbelievable 


Verbs believe 


Adverbs disbelieve 


unbelievably 


IDIOMS with believe 


e believe it or not this is surprising but true © Be- 
lieve it or not, they got married after knowing each 
other only a week. © USAGE: Used to introduce a 
surprising fact. 

e believe me this is true © Believe me, | was scared! 
O USAGE: Used to emphasize something you Say. 
enot believe your eyes, not believe your ears to 
be very surprised © | could not believe my eyes when 
| saw the garden in full bloom. 


belittle /bi'lit-91/ v [T] to make an action or a 
person seem unimportant © You gain nothing by 
belittling him and creating bad feelings. 


bell /bel/ n[C] 1 a hollow, cup-shaped, metal ob- 
ject that makes a ringing sound when a part hang- 
ing inside swings against its sides, or when it is hit 
by any hard object © The school bell was ringing. 2 
A bell is also a DOORBELL. 


belihop /'bel-hap/ n [C] a person in a hotel em- 
ployed to carry bags for customers and perform 
other services 


belligerent /ba'l1d3-9-rant/ adj eager to fight 
or argue © She was so belligerent that | gave up 
trying to explain. 
belligerence /ba'lid3-a-rans/ n [U] 


bellow /'bel-ou/ v [I/T] to shout in a loud voice 
Oo “I don’t believe this!” the old man bellowed. 


bellwether /'bel wed: ar/ n[C] something that 
shows what the general future of changes or de- 
velopments will probably be © In Massachusetts, a 
bellwether state for the region, more people are buy- 
ing and building houses. 


belly /‘bel-i/ n [C] infmi the stomach, or the front 
part of your body at the waist, between your chest 
and legs 


belly button 1 [C] infmia NAVEL 


belong /br'ls:n/ v [I] to be in the right place, or 
(of a person) to feel that you are in the right place 
© Your shoes belong in the closet, not in the middle 
of the room. © Tom, it’s great to see you on TV — you 
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belong here. © The painting belongs in (= should be 
in) a modern art museum. 

belongings /b1'lo:n-1nz/ p/n the things that you 
own, esp. those that can be taken with you © Flee- 
ing the flood waters, families here packed their be- 
longings and headed to higher land. 


PHRASAL VERBS with belong 


ebelong to someone PROPERTY to be the prop- 
erty of someone © Does this book belong to you or 
to Sarah? 

ebelong to something MEMBER to be a member 
of something © We belong to the same softball 
team. 


beloved /bi'lav-ad, -'lavd/ adj loved very much 
© His beloved wife died last year, and he is still 
grieving. 


below /br'lou/ prep, adv [not gradable] 1 in a 
lower position (than); under © The author’s name 
was printed below the title. 0 There’s a basement 
below the first floor. 2 Below also means less in 
number or value: /t’s been below freezing every day 
this week. © It’s for young kids below the age of six. 


belt STRIP /belt/ n[C] 1 a strip of leather or other 
material worn around the waist © a black leather 
belt 2 A belt is also a continuous strip of material 
that moves as part of a machine. 


HIT /belt/ v [T] infm/ to hit someone or something 
hard © He belted the ball out of the park for a home 
run. 


AREA /belt/ n [C] 1 an area that is known for a 
particular characteristic © the corn belt (= area 
known for growing corn) 2 earth science A belt is 
also a region that has a particular type of CLIMATE 
WEATHER. 


PHRASAL VERB with belt 


ebelt out something [M] infmi to sing very loudly 
and with enthusiasm © | knew how to belt out a 
song and win over an audience. 


beltway /'belt-wer/ n [C] a main road that goes 
around the edge of a city 


belying /b1'lar-1n/ present participle of BELIE 


bemused /b1 'mju:zd/ adj slightly confused; not 
knowing what to do or how to understand some- 
thing © He was looking from one face to the other 
with an air of bemused disbelief. 


bench /bent{/n[C] 1 along seat for two or more 
people, often of wood and usually used outside © 
a park bench 2 The bench is a court of law, or the 
place where a judge or judges sit in court: Face the 
bench when you are talking, Mr. Smith. 


benchmark /'bentJ-mark/ n[C] a standard for 
measuring or judging other things of the same 
type © Her performances set a new benchmark for 
classical pianists. 


bend /bend/ past bent to change the position of 
your body or a part of your body so that it is no 
longer straight but curved or forming an angle © 
[! always + adv/prep] She dropped her umbrella and 
bent down to pick it up. © [T] Bend your knees and 
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keep your back straight when lifting heavy objects. © 
See also: BENT TENDENCY; BENT ON at BENT IDIOM 
bend /bend/ n[C] a curved path or an angle Oa 
bend in the road 


IDIOMS with bend 


ebend over backwards to try very hard to do 
something good or helpful © Mann insisted that he 
bent over backwards to be objective in presenting the 
story. © Compare GO OUT OF YOUR WAY at GO 
IDIOMS 

ebend the rules to break the rules in a way that 
you consider unimportant or not harmful © You’ve 
got to know when to bend the rules a little. 


beneath /b1'ni:6/ prep in or to a lower position 
than; under © Jerry hid the letter beneath a pile of 
papers. © The cool grass felt good beneath their feet. 


benediction /,ben-a'dik:-Jan/ n [C] a prayer 
asking for God’s help and protection 


benefactor /'ben-a fak-tar/ n [C] someone 
who gives money to help an organization, society, 
or person 


beneficial /,ben-a'f1J-al/ adj tending to help; 
having a good effect © Moderate exercise is really 
beneficial. 


beneficiary /,ben-a'f1J-i: eri, -'fif-ari/ n[C) a 
person or group who receives money or other 
benefits as a result of something else © Among ma- 
jor beneficiaries of the new tax law will be giant tele- 
communications companies. 


benefit © /'ben:a fit/ n [C/U] 1 a helpful or 
good effect © [C] It was a giveaway to the rich, he 
said, and not something that’s a benefit to most 
Americans. © [U] She wanted her money to be used 
for the benefit of (= to help) poor children. 2 social 
studies A benefit is also a helpful service given to 
employees in addition to their pay or to someone 
else who needs help: [C] health/medical benefits © 
[C] I’m collecting unemployment benefits. 3 A ben- 
efit is also a party or other event that has the pur- 
pose of raising money. 
benefit © /'ben-9a ,fit/ v[1/T] © [I] | have benefited 
greatly from her wisdom. 


benevolent /ba'nev:a-lant/ adj kind and help- 
ful © | grew up happily under the benevolent influ- 
ence of my Uncle Walt. 
benevolence /ba'nev-a-lans/ n [U] 


benign /b:'nain/ adj 1 pleasant and kind; not 
harmful or severe © a benign smile Oo His humor was 
benign, never cruel or hurtful. 2 medical (of a disease 
or tissue growing because of a disease) not likely 
to result in death: a benign tumor © Compare 
MALIGNANT 


bent BEND /bent/ past simple and past participle 
of BEND 

TENDENCY /bent/ n [U] fm/ a natural tendency © 
the philosophical bent of his mind 

IDIOM with bent 


e bent on to be very determined to do something 
© He was bent on quitting his job even though he 
was making a lot of money. 


benzene /'ben ,zi:n/ n(U] chemistry a colorless 
liquid made from PETROLEUM (= thick oil from un- 
der the ground), from which plastics and many 
chemical products can be made 


bequeath /bi'kwi:e, -'kwi:d/ v [T] to give 
money or property to others after your death © Her 
father bequeathed the business to her. 


bequest /bi'kwest/ n[C] the money or property 
that someone, after death, gives to someone else 
© Her will included large bequests to charity. 


berate /bi'reit/ v [T] to criticize someone in an 
angry manner © His mother berated him for making 
a mess. 


bereaved /bi'ri:vd/ adj [not gradable] having 
had a close family member or friend die 
bereaved /br'ri:vd/ pi n the people who are sad 
because someone close to them has died 


bereft /bi'reft/ adj having to do without some- 
thing or someone and suffering from the loss © | 
do hope he won't leave us utterly bereft of his wit 
and wisdom. 


beret /b9're1/ n[C] a round, flat hat made of soft 
material 


berry /'ber-i/ n [C] any of various small, round 
fruits that grow on plants and trees 


berserk /boar'zark, -'s3rk/ adj not in control, ex- 
tremely excited, or crazy © He received a perfect 
score and the crowd went berserk. 


berth /b3ré/ n [C] a bed in a boat or train, or a 
place for a ship or boat to stay in a port 


beryllium /ba'ril-i::om/ n [U) chemistry a 
hard, light, gray chemical element that is a metal 
and is used to make strong ALLOYS (= mixtures of 
metals) 


beset /bi'set/ v [T] past simp. beset, pres. part. be- 
setting hurt or troubled by something bad © Many 
problems have beset the team in recent months. 


beside /bi'said/ prep at the side of; next to 0 
Come and sit here beside me. 


IDIOMS with beside 


e beside yourself extremely upset © He was beside 
himself when he found out his dog had died. 
ebeside the point not important © The exact cost 
is beside the point — what’s important is that we get 
the job done. 


besides /b1 'saidz/ prep, adv [not gradable] in ad- 
dition to; also © Do you play any other sports besides 
golf? © He won't mind if you're late — besides, it’s not 
your fault. 


besiege /b1'si:d3/ v [T] 1 to surround a place, 
esp. with an army, to prevent people or supplies 
from getting in or out © (fig.) After the controversial 
show, the television network was besieged with com- 
plaints. 2 A person who is besieged is surrounded: 
Mick Jagger was besieged by fans at the airport. 
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best HIGHEST QUALITY /best/ adj, adv 1 of the 
highest quality, to the greatest degree, in the most 
effective way, or being the most suitable or pleas- 
ing; superlative of GOOD or WELL © He’s one of our 
best students. © Which of the songs did you like best? 
© She was my best friend at school. 2 Someone's 
best bet is the action most likely to be successful: 
If you want to get to the theater on time, your best 
bet is to get a cab. 3 Best wishes is a polite way of 
finishing a letter to someone. 


EXCELLENCE /best/ n [U] the most excellent in a 
group of things or people © As an athlete, Jim 
Thorpe is one of the best of all time. © | like all of 
Hitchcock’s films, but | think “Notorious” is the best. 


DEFEAT /best/ v[T] to defeat someone in a fight or 
competition © In chess, | was bested by my 1 3-year- 
old niece. 


IDIOMS with best 


eat best even if the best possible result happens © 
If he drops the course now, at best he’ll get an in- 
complete, and he could fail. 

edo your very best, do the best you can to try as 
hard as possible © We did our very best to give our 
kids a good education. 


bestial /'bes-tfal, 'bi:s-/ adj fierce and cruel, and 
without any human feelings © a bestial dictator 


best man n [C] (at a marriage ceremony) the 
male friend or family member who stands with the 
BRIDEGROOM 


bestow /br'stou/ v [T] fm/ to give something as 
an honor or present © The country’s highest medal 
was bestowed upon him for heroism. 


best-seller, bestseller /‘best 'sel-ar/ n[C] anew 
book or other product that has sold a great num- 
ber of copies 
best-selling, bestselling /'best'sel-1n/ adj [not 
gradable] © Released in February 2000, it is the best- 
selling computer game ever. 


bet /bet/ v [I/T] pres. part. betting, past bet 1 to 
risk a sum of money on the unknown result of an 
event in the hope of winning more money than 
you have risked © [T] He went to the race track and 
bet $2 ona horse. © [Il] | bet that the Yankees won't 
win the pennant this year. 2 If you bet someone 
that something is true or will happen, you think it 
is likely: [T] | bet (you) she missed the bus. 
bet /bet/ n [C] 1 He placed a bet on the race. 2A 
bet is also a guess or opinion: My bet is that the 
senator will decide not to run again. 3 A bet is also 
a chance or opportunity: Putting your savings in a 
high-interest account is a good bet/your best bet. 


IDIOM with bet 


edon’t bet on it, | wouldn’t bet on it that is un- 
likely to be true or to happen © “Do you think I'll 
get my money back?” “I wouldn't bet on it.” 


beta particle /‘bert-9 ,part-1-kal/ chemistry, 
physics an extremely small piece of matter with a 
positive or negative electric CHARGE, produced 


when an atom is broken down. A beta (+) particle 
is the same as a POSITRON; a beta (-) particle is an 
ELECTRON. 


betray BE NOTLOYAL /br'trer/ v [T] to be not 
loyal to your country or to someone who believes 
you are loyal, often by doing something harmful 
© Some lawmakers say they feel betrayed by the 
president. 
betrayal /br'trer-al/ n [C/U] © [U] | felt a sense of 
betrayal when my friends refused to lend me money. 


SHOW /br'trer/ v [T] to show your feelings or 
thoughts without intending to © She could not help 
betraying her sympathy for us. 


better HIGHER STANDARD /'‘bet-ar/ adj 1 of a 
higher standard, or more suitable, pleasing, or ef- 
fective than other things or people; comparative of 
GOOD © He sat near the front to get a better view. 
© Relations between the two countries have never 
been better. O She is much better at tennis than | am. 
2 Better can also be used as the comparative to 
form adjectives beginning with good: She’s gooa- 
looking, and her brother is even better-looking. 


GREATER DEGREE /'bet-or/ adv 1 to a greater de- 
gree, or ina more Suitable, pleasing, or satisfactory 
way; comparative of WELL O The next time he took the 
test, he was better prepared. © | like this jacket much 
better than the brown one. © She knows her way 
around the college better than | do. © She did much 
better (= She was more successful) in the second 
part of the exam. 2 lf you are or get better after an 
illness or injury, you are healthy and no longer ill. 

IMPROVE /'bet-or/ v [T] fm/ to improve a situation, 
condition, or person © The organization was estab- 
lished to better conditions for the disabled. 
better /'bet-ar/ n [U] used in comparisons to 
show that a condition is improved © The cleaner 
the glass is, the better you can see. 


IDIOMS with better 


ebetter late than never it is better for someone 
to arrive or do something late than not to arrive 
or do it at all © “Dan finally paid me the money he 
owed me.” “Well, better late than never.” 

ebetter luck next time | hope you will succeed 
when you try again © I’m sorry you didn’t get a 
better SAT score, but better luck next time. 

e better off 1 in a more satisfactory situation than 
you were before © | know you’re unhappy that the 
relationship ended, but you're better off without him. 
2 Better off also means having more money and 
a better level of comfort in your life than you had 
before, or than someone else has: People in this 
country are far better off than they were ten years 
ago. 

e better safe than sorry it is wise to be careful and 
protect yourself against risk rather than be careless 
© Make sure you take an umbrella — | know it’s sunny 
now, but better safe than sorry. 

ebetter still even more satisfactory © Give her a 
call, or better still go see her. 

ethe better part of most of © We waited there for 
the better part of an hour. O USAGE: Used to em- 
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phasize that most of a period of time was spent 
doing something. 


between SPACE /bi'twi:n/, in between /,in-bi 
'twi:n/ prep, adv [not gradable] 1 in or into the 
space that separates two places, people, or objects 
© We live halfway between Toronto and Montreal. © 
She squeezed in between the parked cars. 2 \f some- 
thing is between two amounts, it is greater than 
the first amount but smaller than the second: She 
weighs between 55 and 60 pounds. 

TIME /bi'twi:n/, in between /,1n-bi'twi:n/ prep, 
adv in the period of time that separates two dif- 
ferent times or events © There’s a ten-minute break 
between classes. © You should arrive between 8 and 
8:30. © In between sobs, he managed to tell them 
what had happened. 

AMONG /br'twi:n/ prep shared by or involving two 
or more people or things © The money was divided 
equally between her three children. © Trade between 
the two countries has increased sharply. © There is a 
great deal of similarity between Caroline and her 
mother. © Between the three of us, we were able to 
afford a nice graduation gift. © You'll have to choose 
between dinner and a movie. © Next week’s game 
will be between the two finalists. 

CONNECTING /bi'twi:n/ prep connecting two or 
more places, things, or people © There is regular 
train service between New York and Philadelphia. © 
The survey shows a link between asthma and air 
pollution. 

SEPARATING /bi'twi:n/ prep separating two places 
or things © The wall between East and West Berlin 
came down in 1989. © What's the difference between 
this $100 watch and the $500 one (= In what way 
are they different)? 


IDIOM with between 

ebetween you and me what | am about to say 
should be kept secret © Just between you and me, | 
think she’s lying. 

beverage /‘bev-rid3/ n [C] a drink of any type 
© cool, refreshing beverages © What’s your favorite 
beverage? 


bevy /‘bev-i/ n [C] a large group © a bevy of 
lawyers 


beware /b1'wer, -'wer/ v[I/T] to be very careful 
about something or someone © [I] In grassy areas, 
beware of ticks. 


GRAMMARS See 
beware 
You can only use this verb in the present tense 
in commands and warnings. 

Beware of the dog. 


Beware of giving your credit card number to 
register on a website. 
You should beware of running into debt. 


bewildered /bi'wil-dard/ adj confused and 
uncertain © He sat up in bed, bewildered, unsure of 
where he was. 
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Bible 


bewildering /b1'wil-da-rin/ adj © Buying a car 
can be a bit bewildering. 

bewilderment /b1'wil-dar-mant/ n [U] © Par- 
ents expressed bewilderment and anger at the 
meeting. 


bewitched /b1'witJt/ adj extremely attracted, 
or completely controlled © Once kids step inside a 
circus tent, they’re bewitched. 
bewitchina /bi'witf-1p/ adj © a bewitching 
actress 


beyond FARTHER AWAY /bi: 'and/ prep, adv[not 
gradable] farther away in the distance than some- 
thing © Beyond the river was a small town. © From 
the top of the hill we could see our house and the 
woods beyond. 


OUTSIDE A LIMIT /bi:'and/ prep, adv[not gradable] 
1 outside or after a stated limit © Few people live 
beyond the age of a hundred. © Beyond a certain 
level of tiredness, it is impossible to work productively. 
© Tonight's performance has been cancelled due to 
circumstances beyond our control. 2 Beyond also 
means more than: I’ve got nothing to tell you be- 
yond what | said earlier. 0 My job goes beyond teach- 
ing facts - my aim is to get children to think for 
themselves. 3 Beyond also means at a point where 
something could not be: She has changed beyond 
recognition. © The car was damaged beyond repair. 


IDIOMS with beyond 


ebeyond me infmi not something that | can un- 
derstand © How they can live in such chaos Is 
beyond me. 

ebeyond someone's wildest dreams better or 
more than someone had ever thought possible © 
Suddenly she was rich beyond her wildest dreams. 


biannual /bai'zn-ja-wal/ adj [not gradable] 
happening twice a year © a biannual report/meet- 
ing © Compare BIENNIAL 


bias © /'bat-as/ n [C/U] an unfair personal opin- 
ion that influences your judgment © [U] They 
vowed to fight racial bias in the school. © [C usually 
sing] Does news coverage reflect a reporter’s bias? 
bias © /‘bat-as/ v[T] -s-, -ss- © The judge withheld 
the information on the grounds that it would bias 
the jury. 
biased © /'bat-ast/ adj showing an unreason- 
able preference or dislike based on personal opin- 
ion O The newspapers gave a biased report of the 
meeting. 


bib /bib/ n [C] a cover made of cloth or plastic 
that is worn by young children when eating to pre- 
vent their clothes from getting dirty 


Bible /'bat-bal/ n [C/U] 1 the holy writings of the 
Christian religion consisting of the OLD TESTAMENT 
and the NEW TESTAMENT, or the holy writings of 
the Jewish religion consisting of the TORAH and 
other writings, or a book containing either of these 
sets of writings © [C] Her parents gave her a Bible 
when she was young. 2 A Bible is also the holy writ- 
ings of any religion. 3 A bible is a book that gives 
important advice and information about a partic- 
ular subject: [C] The magazine became the bible of 
fashionable women. 
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biblical /'brb-t-kal/ adj [not gradable] in or re- 
lating to the Bible © Isaac is a biblical name. 


bibliography /,bib-li:'ag-ra-fi/ n [C] a list of 
the books and articles that have been used by 
someone when writing a book or article 


bicameral legislature /bat'kem-a-ral ‘led3: 
a,sler-tfar/ n [C] politics & government a law- 
making body made up of two groups of elected 
officials 


bicentennial /,bar sen'ten-i:-al, -san-/, bicen- 
tenary /,bar ,sen'ten-a-ri, -san-/ n [C] the day or 
year that is 200 years after a particular event, esp. 
an important one; a 200th ANNIVERSARY © The uni- 
versity marked its bicentennial with a weeklong 
celebration. 


biceps /'bat-seps/ n (C] p/ biceps the large mus- 
cle at the front of the upper arm © He flexed his 
biceps. 


bicker /'btk-ar/ v [I] disapproving to argue about 
unimportant matters O They were bickering over 
what to order and where to sit. 


bicycle /'bat ,stk-al/, bike n[C] a vehicle with two 
wheels and a seat for a rider whose feet push PED- 
ALS around in circles to make the wheels turn © He 
rides his bicycle to school. 
bicycle /'bat,stk-al/, , v [1] © | saw you bicycling 
through town yesterday. 


bid OFFER /bid/ v [I/T] pres. part. bidding, past bid 
1 to offer a particular amount of money for some- 
thing when competing against other people to 
buy it 0[T] A collector bid $500,000 for the portrait. 
2 People who bid for/on a job offer to do it for a 
particular amount of money. 3 Someone who bids 
to do something competes with others to do it: [I] 
Paris is bidding to host the next Olympics. 
bid /bid/ n [C] 1 an offer of a particular amount 
of money for something that is for sale 0 The min- 
imum bid for these dolls is $75. 2 A bid is also an 
offer to do a job for a particular price: His bid to 
build the garage was too high. 3 A bid for some- 
thing is an attempt to achieve or obtain it: Her bid 
for reelection was unsuccessful. 
bidder /'bid-ar/ n[{C] a person who offers money 
for goods or property when competing with other 
people to buy it, or someone who offers to do a 
job for a particular price 

TELL /bid/ v [T] pres. part. bidding, past simp. bid, 
bade, past part. bidden, bid to give a greeting to 
someone, or to ask someone to do something © 
He bade us farewell. 
bidding /'bid-1n/ n [U] fm/ a request or an order 
© At my grandmother's bidding, | wore my best dress. 


bide IDIOM /baid/ 
ebide your time to wait patiently for a good op- 
portunity to do something © He’s just biding his 
time until a permanent job opens up. 


biennial /bat'en-i:-al/ adj [not gradable] hap- 
pening once every two years © a biennial exhibit © 
Compare BIANNUAL 


biennial /bar'en-i:-al/ n [CJ a plant that lives for 
two years, producing seeds and flowers in its sec- 
ond year © Compare ANNUAL PLANT; PERENNIAL 
PLANT 


bifocals /'bat fou-kalz/ p! n glasses with an up- 
per part for looking at things far away and a lower 
part for reading or looking at things that are near 
bifocal /bar'fou-kal, 'bat fou-/ adj [not gradable} 
© bifocal lenses 


big LARGE /big/ adj [-er/-est only] -gg- 1 large in 
size or amount © a big ant/man/building/city © Do 
you have these shoes in a bigger size? © He tried to 
impress his friends by using big words. © She got a 
big raise. © | had a great big slice of chocolate cake. 
This is the region’s biggest bicycle race. 2 Big can 
also mean to a large degree: a big spender/eater 3 
infm! Big can also mean older: a big sister/brother 4 
infml Big can also be used to add emphasis: You‘re 
a big bully! 
biggie /'big-i/ n [C] infm! something that is large 
© We got a new client, and it’s a biggie. 
IMPORTANT /big/ adj [-er/-est only] -gg- 1 impor- 
tant, because of being powerful, influential, or 
having a serious effect © He had a big decision to 
make about his future. © There’s a big difference be- 


tween starting up a business and just talking about — 
it. O The big story in the news this week is the blizzard 


in the Midwest. © We just bought a house, so today’s 
a big day for us. 2 infmi \f a product or activity is 
big, it is extremely popular: Those toys are very big 
in Japan. 

biggie /'big-i/ n [C] infmi something that is very 
important or successful © Finger food is a biggie with 
the kids. 


IDIOMS with big 


ebig deal 1 infmi something important © Going to 
college is still a big deal. 2 infm! Big deal also means 
you do not think that what someone has said or 
done is important or special: “/ ran five miles this 
morning.” “Big deal! | ran ten.” 

ebig on infm! to like very much © I’m not very big 
on classical music. 

eno big deal infm/ not important © /’d like to work 
out today, but if | can’t it’s no big deal. 


bigamy /'big-a-mi/ n [U] the act of marrying a 
person while already legally married to someone 
else 


Big Apple n [U] infmi New York City 

big bang theory 1 [UJ the very large explo- 
sion of a single mass of matter that many scientists 
believe was the beginning of the universe 


Big Brother n [C usually sing] a government 
or person in authority that tries to control people’s 
behavior and thoughts 


big business n [U] politics & government 
powerful, influential businesses and financial or- 
ganizations considered as a group 


Big Dipper n(U] a group of seven bright stars 
that can be seen in the northern part of the world 


big gun, big shot, big wheel n[C] someone who 
has an important or powerful position © Their law- 
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yer, a big gun from Detroit, commissioned a bunch 
of surveys to show that their products met the state’s 
standards. 


bighearted /'big'hart-od/ adj kind and 
generous 


big leagues pi n infm! the top level of a partic- 
ular sport, business, or activity © the big leagues of 
horse racing 


big name n[C] infmi/a famous or important per- 
son © She’s a big name in local politics. 


bigot /‘big-at/ n [C] a person who has strong, 
unreasonable ideas, esp. about race or religion, 
and who thinks anyone who does not have the 
same beliefs is wrong © Some of the townspeople 
are bigots who call foreigners terrible names. 
bigoted /'big:at-ad/ adj o He was removed from 
the committee for making bigoted remarks. 
bigotry /‘big-a-tri/ n[U] © racial/religious bigotry 


big time n[U] infm/ the state of being famous or 
successful O You've really hit the big time now. 
big-time, big time adj, adv © Her influence is 
secure even though she’s had limited experience in 
big-time politics. © | flunked the MCP test big time (= 
completely). 


bigwig /‘big-wig/ n [C] infmi an important or 
powerful person © The network television bigwigs 
loved the show. 


bike /baik/ n [C] 1 a bicycle 2 A bike is also a 
MOTORBIKE or MOTORCYCLE. 
bike /batk/ v [I] © She got in the habit of biking to 
work when the weather was good. 
biker /'bat-kar/ n [C] someone who rides a MO- 
TORCYCLE or bicycle 


bikini /ba'ki:-ni/ n [C] a two-piece SWIMSUIT (= 
clothing worn for swimming) for women 


bilateral /bar'let-9-ral/ adj [not gradable] in- 
volving two groups or countries © bilateral relations 
© The countries signed a bilateral agreement. 


bile /bail/ n [U] 1 biology a bitter, yellow liquid 
produced by the LIVER (= organ in the body) that 
helps to break down fats so that you can digest 
them 2 Bile is also a strong feeling of anger. 


bilingual /bat ‘lin: gwal, -gja-wal/ adj [not grad- 
able] able to speak or using two languages © Kate 
is bilingual. © a bilingual dictionary © Compare 
MONOLINGUAL 


bill REQUEST FOR PAYMENT /bil/ n[C] 1 a list of 
expenses to be paid, or the total amount of costs 
or expenses © We still have doctors’ bills to pay. 2 A 
bill is also a CHECK REQUEST FOR PAYMENT. 

bill /bil/ v [T] to send someone a statement of 
what is owed © Some places will bill you, but at oth- 
ers you have to pay right away. 

MONEY /bil/ n [C] a piece of paper money © He 
pulled out a thick wad of bills and gave me $20. 

LAW /bil/ n [C] politics & government a formal 
statement of a planned new law that is discussed 


bind 


by a government or legislature before being voted 
on © After a bill is passed by both houses of Congress, 
it becomes law when the president signs it. 


BIRD /bil/ n [C] the beak of a bird 


billboard /‘bil-bo:rd, -bourd/ n [C] a very large 
board on which advertisements are shown, esp. at 
the side of a road 


billfold /'bil-fould/ n [C] a small, folding case or 
WALLET for carrying money 


billiards /‘bil-jardz/ n[U] a game played by two 
or more people on a table covered in green cloth 
in which a CUE (= long pole) is used to hit a ball 
against other balls to send them into the holes 
along the edge of the table 


billion /'bil-jan/ number 1,000,000,000 © Con- 

gress cut spending by $255 billion. © Four hurricanes 
battered Florida, causing billions of dollars in 
damage. 


billionaire /,bil-ja'ner, -'nzr/ n [C] someone 
who has more than a BILLION dollars (= 
$1,000,000,000) in the form of property, posses- 
sions, or money 


Bill of Rights n [U] US history a statement of 
the rights of US citizens, as added to the country’s 
CONSTITUTION 


billow /'bil-ou/ v [I] to spread over a large area, 
or (esp. of items made of cloth) to become filled 
with air and appear to be larger © The building is 
draped in blue plastic sheeting that flaps and billows 
like a sail. 
billow /'bil-ou/ n [C usually pl] a large wave or 
any large, swelling mass © billows of smoke 


bimonthly /bai'mané-li/ adj, adv [not grada- 
ble] 1 happening or appearing every two months 
© a bimonthly report 2 Bimonthly is sometimes 
used to mean twice a month. 


bin /bin/ n [C] 1 a large storage container © a 
compost/storage bin 2 Br A bin is also a TRASH CAN. 


binary /‘bar-ne-ri/ adj [not gradable] 1 consist- 
ing of two of something 2 Binary also describes a 
numbering system using only two numbers, zero 
and one. 


binary fission n [U] biology the process in 
which organisms with only one cell create new or- 
ganisms by dividing 


bind TIE /baind/ v [T] past bound 1 to tie some- 
one or something tightly, or to fasten things to- 
gether 0 The room was full of wooden boxes bound 
with twisted wire. © (fig.) The club is home to a mix 
of people bound together by a love of boats and 
boating. 2 fig. To bind someone is also to force the 
person to keep a promise: This contract binds the 
state to use this land as a park, said Judge Harry 
Smith. 3 To bind a book is to fasten one edge of 
the pages together inside a cover to make a book. 
binder /'bain-dar/ n [C] a stiff cover that can 
hold loose papers, often having a part that fastens 
them © a three-ring binder 
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binding /'bain-din/ n [C] The binding of a book 
is the type of cover it has: a cloth binding 
UNPLEASANT SITUATION /baind/ n [U] a difficult 
situation in which none of the choices available are 
good 0 If you lose a lot of your customers, you'll soon 
get in a financial bind. 


binding /‘bain-din/ adj law (esp. of an agree- 
ment) not to be avoided or broken © Both sides 
agreed to submit the dispute to binding arbitration 
(= to a decision they would have to obey). 


binding energy "[U] physics the amount of 
energy necessary to break up a NUCLEUS (= central 
part of an atom) into its separate parts 


binge /bind3/ n [C] 1 an occasion when an ac- 
tivity is done in an extreme way, esp. eating, drink- 
ing, or spending money © He admits to having an 
occasional ice-cream binge. 2 To go on a binge is 
to do a lot of something: © He’s on a binge, eating 
everything in sight. 
binge /bind3/ v [I] pres. part. binging, bingeing to 
do something in a way that is extreme and not 
controlled © | tend to binge on ice cream when I’m 
lonely. 


bingo /'biq-gou/ n [U] a game of chance often 
played for prizes in which people are given cards 
and cover each number on their cards as it is 
called, with the person who is first to cover a whole 
line of numbers on any card being the winner © 
Mother loved to play bingo at her church. 


binoculars /ba'nak-ja-larz, bar-/ p/ na device 
for making objects that are far away appear nearer 
and larger, and made of two attached tubes that 
you hold up to your eyes to look through © a pair 
of binoculars 


binomial /bat'nou-mi:-al/ n [C] mathematics 
an EXPRESSION (= mathematical statement) that 
has two TERMS (= numbers or symbols) that are 
not the same © 4x + y is a binomial. 


biochemistry /,bat-ou'kem-a:stri/ n [U] biol- 
ogy the scientific study of the chemistry of living 
things, such as animals, plants, and body organs 
biochemical /,bat-ou'kem-1-kal/ adj 


bioclastic /,bat-ou'klzs-tik/ adj [not gradable] 
earth science describes a type of rock consisting 
of very small pieces of animals and plants 


biodegradable /,bat-ou-di'greid-a-bal/ adj 
biology (of a substance) able to decay naturally 
and without harming the environment 


biogeochemical /,bat-ou ,d3i:-9'kem-1-kal/ 
adj [not gradable] earth science, chemistry, bi- 
ology relating to the movement of chemical sub- 
stances between organisms and the environment 


biography /bat'‘ag-ra-fi/ n [C/U] literature the 
story of the life of a person written by someone 
else, or the area of literature relating to books that 
describe such stories © [C] He wrote a biography of 
Lincoln. Oo Compare AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


biographical /,bat-a'graf-1-kal/ adj [not grad- 
able] © The funeral elegy provides a treasure of bio- 
graphical information about Shakespeare. 
biographer /bat'ag-ra-far/ n [C] someone who 
writes about the life of a particular person or of 
various people 


biological warfare, germ warfare n[U] war 
in which BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS are used 


biological weapon n [C] a weapon that 
uses living matter such as bacteria to cause dam- 
age or death to people, animals, or crops 


biology /bat‘al-9-d3i/ n [U] science the scientific 
study of the natural processes of living things 
biologic /,bat-a'lad3-1k/ adj [not gradable] relat- 
ing to the natural processes of living things 
biological /,bat-a'lad3-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] 
1 relating to the natural processes of living things 
0 the biological sciences 2 Biological also means be- 
ing related through birth: the biological father/ 
mother/parents 
biologist /bar'al-a-d3zast/ n [C] a scientist who | 
studies the natural processes of living things 


biomass FUEL /‘bar-ou,mes/ n [U] biology 
dead plant and animal material suitable for using 
as fuel 

ORGANISMS /'bat-ou ,mzes/ n[U] biology the total 
amount of living things in a particular area 


biome /‘bai ,oum/ n[C] biology a region of the 
Earth’s surface and the particular combination of 
weather conditions, plants, and animals that are 
found in it 


biopsy /‘bat,ap-si/ n [C] the removal of a small 
number of cells from a living body in order to ex- 
amine them to learn if they show signs of a disease 


biosphere /‘bar-a sfir/ n [U] biology the part 
of the Earth’s environment where life exists 


biotechnology /,bar-ou-tek 'nal-a-d3i/, short 
form biotech n[U] the use of living things, esp. cells 
and bacteria, in industrial processes 


bioterrorism /,bar-ou'ter-9,r1z-am/ n[U] acts 
of TERRORISM that use harmful viruses or bacteria 
as weapons 


biotic /bat'at-1k/ adj [not gradable] biology in- 
volving, caused by, or relating to living things in 
the environment 


bipartisan /bar'part-9-zan, -san/ adj [not grad- 
able] politics & government involving or having 
the support of both sides, esp. of political parties 
© a bipartisan agreement 


birch /b3rt{/ n [C] a tree with a smooth, often 
white BARK (= outer covering), or the wood of this 
thee 


bird /b3rd/ n[C] 1 a creature with feathers and 
wings, usually able to fly © a flock of birds 2 Bird is 
often used in combination to describe a particular 
type of bird: a bluebird/hummingbird/mockingbird 
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birdie /‘bard-i/ n [C] (in golf) a score for a hole 
that is one less than the usual score © Weir faced a 
30-footer for birdie, while Monty had lost his ap- 
proach right of the green. 

birdie /'bard:i/ v [1/T] © He birdied four of his final 
five holes Thursday to take the first-round lead. 


bird of prey n [C] p/birds of prey a bird such 
as a HAWK or an EAGLE that kills and eats small 
birds and animals 


birdseed /'b3rd-si:d/ n [U] seeds for feeding 
birds 


bird’s-eye view n [C usually sing] the ability 
to look at something from a very high place so that 
you see a large area below you © From the top of 
this building, you can get a bird's-eye view of the city. 


birth /b3ré/ n [C/U] 1 the occasion when a baby 
comes out of its mother’s body © [C] He remem- 
bered the birth of their first child. 0 [U] Their son 
weighed eight pounds at birth. 2 Birth also refers to 
your family origin: [U] She was Swedish by birth. 3 
When a woman gives birth, one or more babies 
come out of her body: [U] She gave birth to twins. 


birth certificate n [C] an official document 
recording important facts connected with a baby’s 
birth 


birth control n[U] methods and devices that 
allow people to have sex without having children 
as a result 


birthday /'b3ré-de1/ n[C] the day that is an ex- 
act year or number of years after a person was born 
© Today is my mother’s 49th birthday. 


birthmark /'b3re-mark/ n [C] a mark on a 
baby’s skin at birth that usually stays there for life 


birthplace /'b3re-pleis/ n [C] 1 the town or 
other place where a person was born © The town 
was the birthplace (1868) of black writer W.E.B. 
DuBois. 2 The birthplace of something is the place 
where it began or first developed: Known for its 
famous Mardi Gras celebrations, New Orleans is 
called the birthplace of jazz. 


birthrate /‘b3ré-reit/ n [C] a measure of how 
many children are born during a period of time in 
a particular place © Officials expressed concern over 
Quebec's declining birthrate. 


birthright /'b3r6-rait/ n [C/U] something that 

is received or owned esp. because of where you 
were born or your family or social situation, with- 
out having to be worked for or bought © [U] He 
told them that human rights are a universal birth- 
right. 


biscuit /'bis-kat/ n [C] 1 a small, soft, raised 
bread © homemade biscuits 2 A biscuit is also a type 
of hard cracker: dog biscuits 


bisect /'bat-sekt, bar 'sekt/ v [T] 1 to divide into 
two usually equal parts © The new road would bisect 
a designated historic district. 2 geometry to divide 


something into two CONGRUENT (= exactly equal) 
parts 

bisector /'bar'sek-tar, bar'sek-/ n [C] geometry 
© the bisector of an angle/segment 


bishop /'bif-ap/ n[C] 1 a priest of high rank who 
is in charge of the priests of lower rank in a partic- 
ular area 2 In the game of CHESS, a bishop is a 
piece that can move only in a diagonal way along 
squares of the same color. 


bison /'bat-san/ n [C] p! bison a large, wild ani- 
mal, similar to a cow but having a Jarger head and 
hairy shoulders, found esp. in North America © 
Large herds of bison, popularly known as buffalo, 
used to live on the plains of western North America. 


bit PIECE /bit/ n [C] 1 a small piece or a small 
amount of something © little bits of paper 0 We 
need every bit of evidence we can find. © We showed 
a little bit on videotape. © Could you talk a bit (= for 
a short period) about your childhood experiences? 2 
A bit or a little bit can mean slightly or to some 
degree: We found the dinner a little bit of a 
disappointment. 

HORSE /bit/ n[C] a piece of metal put in a horse’s 
mouth to allow the person riding it to control its 
movements 


COMPUTER /bit/ n [C] the smallest unit of infor- 
mation in a computer, represented by either 0 or 1 


TOOL /bit/ n [C] the part of a tool used to cut or 
DRILL (= make holes) 


BITE /bit/ past simple of BITE 
IDIOM with bit 


echafing at the bit, champing/chomping at the 
bit very eager to do something © As soon as the 
kids saw the pool, they were chafing at the bit to get in. 


bitch /bit{/ n [C] a female dog 


bite USE TEETH /bait/ v [!/T] past bit, past part. bit- 
ten 1 to use your teeth to cut into something © [I/ 
T] He bit (into) the apple. © [1/T] You have to teach 
your children not to bite (other kids). 2 if an insect 
bites, it breaks the surface of the skin of a person 
and leaves a sore place: [I] We can’t eat outside 
tonight — the mosquitoes are biting. 3 A fish bites 
when it takes a fishing hook into its mouth: [!] We 
were on the lake all day, but the fish just weren’t 
biting. 
bite /bait/ n [C] 1 the act of using your teeth to 
cut and tear something, or the piece torn away © 
He took a few bites of the chicken and drank some 
water. 2 A bite is also a sore place on the surface 
of your skin made by an insect: mosquito bites 3 \n 
fishing, a bite is a fish taking a hook in its mouth. 
HAVE AN EFFECT /bait/ v [1] past bit, past part. bitten 
to have an effect that is often unpleasant or severe 
© When the recession began to bite, people spent less 
on eating out in restaurants. 
bite /bait/ n[C usually sing] © The tax bite with a 
13 percent flat tax would be a lot worse. 
biting /‘bait-1n/ adj 1 severe and unpleasant; 
strong enough to hurt © A cold, biting wind blew in 
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bitter 


from the north. 2 \f you describe a remark as biting, 
you mean that it was strongly critical, often accu- 
rate, and likely to hurt someone’s feelings: He de- 
livered a biting attack on political favoritism. 


IDIOMS with bite 


ea bite (to eat) some food © You'll feel better once 
you've had a bite to eat. 

e bite someone’s head off to speak to someone an- 
grily when there is no reason to © | just asked if | 
could help — you don’t have to bite my head off! 
ebite off more than you can chew to try to do 
something that is too difficult for you © / think he’s 
bitten off more than he can chew taking all those 
classes. 

ebite the bullet to force yourself to perform an 
unpleasant or difficult action or to be brave in a 
difficult situation © | decided | had to bite the bullet 
and take a couple of math classes even though | 
knew they were hard. 

ebite the dust to die or to stop working © / think 
our car just bit the dust. 

ebite your tongue to stop yourself from saying 
something © | wanted to tell him he looked ridicu- 
lous, but | bit my tongue. 


bitter TASTE /'bit:ar/ adj having a slightly sting- 
ing, strong taste, not salty or sweet © The coffee 
was bitter. 


ANGRY /'bit-er/ adj showing or causing deep anger 
and pain © Losing the election was a_ bitter 
disappointment. 
bitterly /'bit-ar-li/ adv [not gradable] 0 When he 
couldn't have the bike, my son was _ bitterly 
disappointed. 
bitterness /'bit-ar-nas/ n [U] © She has no bit- 
terness about the past. 

COLD /'bit-er/ adj, adv extremely cold © A bitter 
wind kept everyone indoors. 
bitterly /'bit-ar-li/ adv © a bitterly cold day 


IDIOM with bitter 


eto the bitter end, until the bitter end to the end 
of something difficult that will likely have a bad 
ending © The president fought for his plan to the 
bitter end. 


bittersweet /'bit-ar swi:t/ adj containing a 
mixture of sadness and happiness © The bittersweet 
end to the movie is just right. 


biweekly /bar'wi:-kli, 'bat,wi:-/ adj, adv [not 
gradable] happening or appearing every two 
weeks © The magazine is published biweekly. 


bizarre /br'zar/ adj strange and unusual © That 
party was too bizarre for me! 


blab /blzeb/ v [I/T] -bb- infm/ to talk too much or 
speak without thinking © [T] She just blabs to any- 
one who will listen. 


blabbermouth /'blzb-ar ,mavue/ n [C] infmia 
person who talks too much 


black COLOR /blzek/ adj, n[U] 1 (of) the darkest 
color there is, like night © He was dressed all in 
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black. 2 Black coffee or tea has no milk or cream 
in it. 

blacken /'blak-an/ v [T] to make something 
black © For miles around, trees were blackened by 
the fire. 

blackness /'blaek-nas/ n [U] © In such complete 
blackness, we couldn't see a thing. 


DARK SKIN /blzek/ adj [-er/-est only] of or belong- 
ing to a group of people having skin that is brown, 
esp. African-American people © As a black woman, 
! am proud of my African-American heritage. © 
USAGE: Although African-American is the word 
preferred by many, black is also widely used and 
is not offensive: Black leaders disagreed over how to 
respond. As a noun, African-American is now more 
commonly used, but when describing historical 
events, black may be used. 


SAD OR BAD /blzk/ adj without hope, very bad, or 
sad O The blackest time of all was when his eyes 
failed. 


IDIOMS with black 


ein black and white in writing © / had to believe 
it, because it was there in black and white. 

ein the black earning more money than you 
spend © This year our business is in the black. © 
Compare IN THE RED at RED IDIOM 


PHRASAL VERBS with black 


eblack out something NO LIGHT [M] 1 to have a 
failure in the supply of electricity, causing a loss of 
lights © The power failure blacked out all of northern 
Illinois. 2 \f you black out something, you prevent 
it from being seen: On my copy, they blacked all the 
names out so | couldn’t read them. O Related noun: 
BLACKOUT NO ELECTRICITY 

eblack out UNCONSCIOUS to become uncon- 
scious © | blacked out right after the accident. © Re- 
lated noun: BLACKOUT NOT CONSCIOUS 


black-and-blue adj (of skin) have dark marks 
as a result of injury © The fall left her leg all black- 
and-blue. 


black-and-white adj [not gradable] having 
no colors except black, white, and gray © (fig.) The 
press has been presenting the conflict in black-and- 
white terms (= as being much clearer than it is). 


black belt n[C] someone who has reached the 
highest level of JUDO or KARATE (= methods of 
fighting) © He took up karate, eventually earning a 
black belt, and thought about becoming a cop. 


blackboard /‘blak-bo:rd, -bourd/ n [C] a 
CHALKBOARD 


black box n([C] a FLIGHT RECORDER 


black codes pi n US history laws intended to 
prevent those people who had been enslaved from 
using their RIGHTS 


Black Death n world history a serious disease 
that killed a great many people in Africa, Asia, and 
Europe in the fourteenth century; the PLAGUE 
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black eye n [C] dark colored skin around the 
eye from being injured or hit © (fig.) The contro- 
versy gave him a political black eye. 


black hole n [C] physics a region in space 
where the force of GRAVITY is so strong that noth- 
ing, not even light, can escape from it 


blacklist /'blzk-Itst/ v [T] to put someone's 
name on a list of people who are considered not 
acceptable, which keeps the person from getting 
jobs, going certain places, or doing particular 
things © The industry blacklisted him for exposing its 
corruption. 
blacklist /'blak-ltst/ n [C] © The blacklist de- 
stroyed his career. 


blackmail /'blak-meil/ n [U] the act of threat- 
ening to harm someone or someone’s reputation 
unless the person does as you say, or a payment 
made to someone who has threatened to harm 
you or your reputation if you fail to pay the person 
© Reckless behavior made him an easy target for 
blackmail. 
blackmail /'blek-merl/ v [T] © The guy who 
blackmailed my father went to jail. 


black market n [C/U] an illegal trade in goods 
or money © [U] You can sell dollars on the black 
market. 


blackness /‘blzk-nas/ n [U] See at BLACK 
@OUOR. 


blackout NO ELECTRICITY /'blzk-aut/ n [C] a 
period of time when electric power has failed, 
causing a loss of lights © A blackout ended the game 
early. O Related verb: BLACK OUT NO LIGHT 

NOT CONSCIOUS /‘blzk-aut/ n [C] a short period 
of time when you are not conscious © He suffers 
from Parkinson’s Disease and has occasionally ex- 
perienced blackouts. © Related verb: BLACK OUT 
UNCONSCIOUS 


black sheep n [C] someone who embarrasses 
a group or family because the person is different 
or has gotten into trouble © She had different in- 
terests, and we stupidly thought of her as a black 
sheep. 


blacksmith /'blak-sm16/ n [C] a person who 
makes HORSESHOES (= U-shaped metal objects at- 
tached to a horse’s feet) and other things from iron 


blacktop /'blak-tap/ n [U] the material used on 
the surface of most roads 


bladder /'blad-ar/ n [C] an organ inside the 
body that stores urine until it can be excreted 


blade /bletd/ n[C] 1 the thin, flat cutting part of 
a tool or weapon © The blade on this knife isn’t very 
sharp. 2 A blade is also a thin, flat leaf of grass: The 
boy made a whistle from a blade of grass. 


blah /bla/ adj infm! boring or ordinary © | thought 
the show was blah. 


IDIOM with blah 


eblah, blah, blah infm/ and other words that mean 
very little © The critics always say, “There’s no mel- 
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blare 


ody, the words are stupid, blah, blah, blah.” © us- 
AGE: Used to represent words that have been used 
too many times before or you feel are not worth 
hearing. 


blame /bletm/ v[T] 1 to make someone or some- 
thing responsible for something © You can’t blame 
the government for all your troubles. 2 If you don’t 
blame someone for something, you understand 
and accept that person’s reasons for it: | don’t 
blame her for not supporting the final budget 
agreement. 
blame /blerm/ n[U] © He put the blame on every- 
one but himself. 
blameless /'blerm-las/ adj © In this situation, no 
one is completely blameless. 


blanch BECOME PALE /blzent{/ v [I] to become 
pale, esp. from being surprised © When he realized 
who was on the phone, he blanched. 


BOIL /blzntf/ v [T] to cook food, esp. vegetables, 
in boiling water for a very brief time © Blanch the 
peaches before peeling them. 


bland /blznd/ adj [-er/-est only] lacking a strong 
or particular flavor; not interesting © This sauce has 
a sharp taste and isn’t bland at all. 


blank /blznk/ adj 1 having no printing, writing, 
or images © | needed a blank form to fill in. © The 
computer screen suddenly went blank. 2 A blank ex- 
pression on someone’s face shows no emotion. 
blank /blaenk/ n [C] 1 a form that has spaces to 
write in, or a space on a form © Just fill out the order 
blank and fax it to me. 2 A blank is also a CARTRIDGE 
(= container filled with explosive powder) that 
does not contain a bullet. 
blankly /'blaen:-kli/ adv without expression © She 
stared blankly out of the window. 


PHRASAL VERB with blank 


eblank out something [M] to forget something © 
I've blanked out everything about the accident. 


blank check n [C usually sing] the authority 
and the freedom to do whatever you decide is nec- 
essary or best © | was given a blank check to set up 
my own lab. 


blanket COVER /‘blen-kat/ n [C] a cloth cover 
used to keep warm, esp. on a bed © (fig.) Congress 
was nearly buried under a blanket of criticism. 
blanket /'blaen-kat/ v [T] to cover © All week, 
smog has blanketed much of this hot, baked 
countryside. 

UNLIMITED /'blzen-kat/ adj [not gradable] without 
a limit © You have blanket authority to hire anyone 
you want. 


blank verse n [U] literature a style of writing 

poems without using RHYME (= words that end 
with the same sound) © Compare IAMBIC 
PENTAMETER 


blare /bler, blar/ v [!] to make a very loud noise 
© Music blared from a radio. 
blare /bler, blaer/ n [U] © The siren’s blare was 
deafening. 
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blasé 


blasé /bla'ze1/ adj bored or not very interested © 
How could she be so blasé about her victory? 


blasphemous /'blzs-fa-mas/ adj (of speech or 
writing) showing lack of respect to God or to a 
religion © Some people believe such art is 
blasphemous. 
blasphemy /'blzes-fa-mi/ n [U] © His writing has 
been condemned for blasphemy. 


blast EXPLOSION /blzest/ n [C] an explosion, or 
something sudden and violent © One blast of wind 
blew out a couple of windows. © The symphony be- 
gins with a trumpet blast. 
blast /bleest/ v [I/T] to break apart or destroy by 
using explosives © [I] To make the tunnel, engineers 
will have to blast through solid rock. 


CRITICIZE /blzest/ v [T] to criticize strongly 9 The 
mayor blasted the press for not printing the facts. 


ENJOYMENT /blzest/ n [C usually sing] slang an ex- 
citing and enjoyable experience 0 The party was a 
blast. 


PHRASAL VERB with blast 


«blast off (esp. of a spacecraft) to take off O The 
space shuttle blasted off on schedule. O Related 
noun: BLASTOFF 


blastoff /'bles ,to:f/ n [C/U] the act of sending 
a spacecraft into space © [U] Blastoff is scheduled 
for eight tonight. O Related verb: BLAST OFF 


blatant /‘blert-2nt/ adj (of an action) obvious or 
intentional, and done without worry about what 
others think © His behavior showed a blatant lack of 
respect. 
blatantly /'bleit-@nt-li/ adv o It was a blatantly 
unfair decision. 


blaze BURN /bleiz/ v [!] 1 to burn brightly and 
strongly © The fires blazed for days. 2 |f someone’s 
eyes blaze, they seem to shine brightly: Her eyes 
blazed with anger. 
blaze /bletz/ n [C] 1 Three fire companies fought 
the blaze. 2 A blaze is also a bright show of some- 
thing: Times Square is a blaze of lights. 
blazing /‘blet-z1n/ adj © They worked all day in 
the blazing sun. 

SHOW THE WAY /bleiz/ v [T] to make a new path 
or way by marking it so that others can follow 0° /t 
took the Cherokee two years to blaze a trail between 
Texas and Kansas. © (fig.) Science blazed the trail 
that opened up space exploration. 


blazer /'bler-zor/ n [C] a type of jacket of one 
color, usually with metal buttons © He wore a navy 
blue blazer and gray pants. 


bleach /bli:t{/ n [U] a liquid or powder used to 
clean or make something whiter or lighter in color 
bleach /bli:t{/ v [T] © Her hair was bleached by 
the sun. 


bleachers /'bii:-tfarz/ pi n (in a building or 
structure for viewing sports) seats that are usually 
not covered and often farthest from the action 
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bleak /bli:k/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 (esp. of a place 
or the weather) cold and not welcoming © /t was 
a bleak, unpleasant day in December. 2 Bleak also 
means without hope: With no job, the future looked 
bleak. 


bleary /'blir-i/ adj (of eyes) tired, red, or watery 
© After studying all night, his eyes were bleary. 


bleat /bli:t/ v [I] to produce the sound made by 
a sheep or goat © The brass section bleated like 
goats with bad colds. 

bleat /bli:t/ n [C] © We could hear the bleat of 
sheep in the meadow. 


bleed /bli:d/ v [I/T] past bled to lose blood © [I] 
Before help could reach him, the man bled to death. 
0 [T] (fig.) Because of the taxes, our state is bleeding 
jobs (= many jobs are leaving). 


WORD FAMILY bleed 


Nouns blood Adjectives bloodless 


bloody 


bleeding 
bleed 


Verbs 


bleeding heart n [U] disapproving someone 
who is too sympathetic about people in need © He 
is not a typical bleeding heart, which makes his sup- 
port for child care so important. 


bleep /blizp/ n [C] a short, continuous, electronic 
sound O Mobile phones now play pop tunes rather 
than making electronic bleeps. 
bleep /bli:p/ v [I/T] © Offensive portions of the pro- 
gram were bleeped before they were broadcast. 


blemish /'blem-1f/ n [C] 1 a mark or fault that 
spoils the appearance of someone or something © 
Makeup can cover up your skin blemishes. 2 A blem- 
ish can also be a mistake or fault: Only one blemish 
spoiled her school record. 


blend /blend/ v [I/T] to mix together or combine 
O [I] The president’s daughter hopes to blend in with 
the other students. 
blend /blend/ n [C] © His books are a blend of 
journalism and history. 
blender /'blen-dar/ n [C] an electric machine 
that cuts or crushes foods into small pieces or liq- 
uids, used esp. in cooking 


bless /bles/ v [T] to ask for God's help and pro- 
tection for someone or something, or to call or 
make someone or something holy © [T] God bless 
our soldiers. 
blessed /'bles-ad/ adj 1 holy © a blessed day/life 
2 Blessed also means bringing happiness or com- 
fort: She found the routine of a regular job a blessed 
relief. 
blessing /‘bles-tn/ n [C] 1 a prayer asking for 
God's help, or a prayer of thanks for God’s help 0 
Before we eat, Sam will say the blessing. 2 A blessing 
can mean something that is very good or lucky: /t 
was a blessing that nobody was hurt in the accident. 
3 A blessing also means the approval to do some- 
thing: My parents finally gave their blessing to my 
marriage. 
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IDIOMS with bless 


ebless your heart may good things happen to 
someone O My dad, bless his heart, is 92 today. © 
My niece sent me the sweetest card, bless her. O US- 
AGE: Used to show affection or sympathy for 
someone. 

eblessed with to have something that you feel is 
special or lucky © | was blessed with good health. 
eblessing in disguise something that seems bad 
or unlucky at first but causes something good to 
happen later © Being laid off was a blessing in dis- 
guise — within a month I got a much better job. 
¢(God) bless you! may you have good health o 
“Achoo!” “Bless you!” O USAGE: Used to wish some- 
one who has just sneezed good health. 


blew /blu:/ past simple of BLOW 


blight /blait/ n [C/U] 1 something that spoils or 
destroys or causes damage © [U] The city stopped 
urban blight by rebuilding neighborhoods. 2 biol- 
ogy A blight is also any of various deadly diseases 
in plants. 
blight /blait/ v [T] © Poverty and disease blighted 
their lives. 


blimp /blimp/ 7 [C] an aircraft without wings, 
consisting of a very large bag that is filled with gas 
and has a structure attached to the bottom in 
which people ride, which moves and turns under 
power provided by engines 


blind NOT SEEING /blaind/ adj [-er/-est only] not 
able to see O He began to go blind a year ago. © 
(fig.) She is completely blind to his faults. 
blind /blaind/ v [T] to make someone unable to 
see O The sun blinded me for a moment. © (fig.) We 
cannot let feelings blind us to the facts. 
blindness /'blain-nas/ n [U] 

NOT THINKING /blaind/ adj [not gradable] not able 
to be influenced by thought or reason © He de- 
clared that the verdict was the result of blind 
prejudice. 

WINDOW COVER /blaind/ n [C] a cover for a win- 
dow, esp. a VENETIAN BLIND 


blind alley n [(C] something that leads you no- 
where or is of no use © All our work has only led us 
up a blind alley. 


blind date n [C] a social meeting arranged be- 
tween two people who have never met before, or 
one of the people involved in this 


blindfold /‘blaind-fould/ n [C] a strip of cloth 
that covers someone’s eyes to keep that person 
from seeing. 

blindfold /'blaind-fould/ v [T] to cover some- 
one’s eyes with a blindfold 


blind spot PLACE NOT SEEN n[C] an area out- 
side your car that you cannot see, esp. in your mir- 
ror, when driving 

SUBJECT NOT UNDERSTOOD n[C] a subject or area 
in which someone’s ability to understand is weak 
or lacking © He was a great scientist, but he had his 
blind spots. 
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block 


blink /blink/ v [1/T] 1 to close and open the eyes 

quickly, once or several times © [I] He stared at us 
without blinking. 2 \f a light blinks, it flashes off 
and on. 


IDIOM with blink 


eon the blink not working correctly 0 The DVD 
player is on the blink again. 


blip /blip/ n [C] 1 an unexpected and unusual 
condition that is usually temporary © The drop in 
sales last month was just a blip, nothing to worry 
about. 2 A blip is also a small spot of light that 
appears on a RADAR screen and shows where a 
physical object is. 


bliss /blis/ n [U] complete happiness © Two weeks 
lying on a beach is my idea of absolute bliss. 


blister /‘blis-tar/ n[C] 1 a painful swelling on the 
skin, often filled with a watery liquid, caused by a 
burn or by rubbing against something © / got blis- 
ters from my new shoes. 2 A blister is also a raised 
place on a painted surface. 
blister/'blis-tar/ v[I/T] © [T] Grace’s feet were blis- 
tered and numb with cold. 


blistering /‘blis-ta-rin/ adj very strong and se- 
vere O The vice president launched a blistering attack 
on Senate Republicans. 


blithe /bla1é, blaie/ adj [-er/-est only] satisfied 
and without worry © | am upset by the author's 
blithe indifference toward facts. 

blithely /'blaré-li, 'bla16-/ adv © Without reading 
the contract, she blithely agreed to sign it. 


blitz /blits/ n [C] 1 a sudden and violent military 

attack, usually with bombs dropped from aircraft 
2 A blitz is also a big and determined effort to do 
something, esp. in business: That computer needs 
an advertising blitz to sell it. 


blizzardé /'bliz-ard/ n [C] a severe snow storm 
with strong winds © We didn’t get out for three days 
after the blizzard was over. 


bloated /'blout-ad/ adj swollen from containing 
too much air, liquid, or food © | feel bloated from 
having too much to eat. 


blob /blab/ n [C] a large, round drop, usually of 
something sticky or thick © a blob of glue/paint 


bloc /blak/ n [C] politics & government a group 

of countries or people that have similar goals and 
work together to achieve them © a powerful voting 
bloc 


block AREA OF A CITY /blak/ n [C] 1 the build- 
ings next to each other between crossing streets, 
or the distance from one street to the next in a city 
or town © There's a good deli on this block. 2 A block 
is also an area enclosed by four streets that form a 
rectangle in a city or town: The new building will 
take up an entire city block. 

PREVENT /blak/ v[T] to prevent movement through 
or past something, or to prevent something from 
happening or succeeding © A fallen tree blocked the 
road. © A large man in front of me blocked my view. 
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blockade 


© Earl scored 28 points and blocked five shots. © Con- 
gress blocked US aid to the government because of 
its segregation and human rights policies. 


LUMP /blak/ n[C] 1 a solid, straight-sided lump of 
hard material © The warehouse stores building ma- 
terial, including cement blocks. 2 A block is also a 
child’s toy, usually a set of pieces of wood that can 
be arranged to make structures, walls, etc. 


GROUP /blak/ n [C] a group of things considered 
together, or an amount of something © a block of 
tickets/seats © a block of time 


[ WORD FAMILY block | 


Nouns block Verbs block | 


PHRASAL VERBS with block 


eblock out something PLAN to arrange to have 
time or space for something by planning in ad- 
vance © She blocked out time each day to work on 
her book. 

eblock out something STOP RECEIVING [M] to 
prevent the ability to receive or remember some- 
thing © Some people are able to block out every dis- 
traction. © You can program the TV, blocking out 
channels you don't want your children to watch. 


blockade /bla'keid/ n[C] the act of using force 
or the threat of force to stop the movement of 
people or goods into or out of a country or area, 
or the people or objects used to prevent such 
movement © The blockade consisted of a dozen 
ships surrounding the port. 
blockade /bla'kerd/ v [T] © The army blockaded 
roads leading into the city. 


blockbuster /'blak ,bas-tar/ n [C] infm! a book 
or movie that is very successful © We all felt the 
movie was a potential blockbuster. 


blog /bls:g, blag/ n [C] a WEBSITE on which one 
person or group puts new information regularly, 
often every day; WEBLOG 0 As millions express their 
views on blogs, political dialogue has taken on a life 
of its own on the Web. 
blog /blo:g, blag/ v [I/T] to keep a blog, or to put 
new information on one © Earlier this week, | blog- 
ged on the gulf between printed reports about these 
Olympics and the experience of living here. 
blogger /blo:g-ar, blag-/ n [C] © Bloggers are ex- 
panding their influence on American politics. 


bloke /blouk/ n [C] 8r, infmla man 


blond, usually female blonde /bland/ adj [-er/-est 
only] (esp. of hair) pale yellow or golden 
blond, usually female blonde /bland/ n[C] © Do you 
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think she’s a natural blonde, or is her hair bleached? - 


blood LIiQuiD /blad/ n [U] the red liquid that is 
sent around the body by the heart and that is nec- 
essary for life © He lost a lot of blood in the accident. 
bloody /'blad-i/ adj 1 showing blood or losing 
blood © | had a bloody nose. 2 Bloody also means 
with much loss of life and many serious injuries: 
The Civil War was a very bloody war. 


bloodless /'blad-las/ adj happening without the 
use of violence © The rebel soldiers seized power in 
a bloodless coup. 

RELATIONSHIP /blad/ n[U] a person’s relationship 
to a family or a nation by birth rather than by mar- 
riage © They are related by blood. © She has Russian 
blood in her veins. 
blood /blad/ adj [not gradable] related by birth 
© blood relatives © a blood brother 


blood bank n [C] a place where blood given 
by people is collected and stored 


bloodbath /'blad-bze/ n [C] the killing of a 
great number of people 


bloodcurdling /‘bladksrd-l-19/ adj causing 
a feeling of extreme fear © a bloodcurdling story 


bloodhound /'blad-haund/ n[C] a type of dog 
with an unusually good ability to smell something, 
sometimes used for hunting animals or finding 
people 


blood pressure n [U] a measure of the pres- 
sure at which the blood is sent by the heart 
through the body © / take medicine for my high 
blood pressure. 


bloodshed /'blad-fed/ n [U] a great amount of 
killing and injury © The government must find a way 
to restore order and end the bloodshed. 


bloodshot /'blad: Jat/ adj (of the eyes) with the 
white part showing red or pink © Hay fever gives 
me a runny nose and bloodshot eyes. 


bloodstain /'blad-stein/ n [C] a mark made 
by blood © Savir analyzed bloodstains found on a 
staircase. 


bloodstream /'blad-stri:zm/ n [U] the flow of 
blood through the body © Most medicines reach the 
body through the bloodstream. 


blood test n[C] a study of the substances ina 
person’s blood to learn if that person has any dis- 
eases or lacks anything important 


bloodthirsty /‘blad-63r-sti/ adj eager to see or 
take part in violence © a bloodthirsty tyrant/crowd 


blood type, blood group n [C] any of several 
types of blood that separate people into certain 
groups for medical purposes 


blood vessel n [C] any of the tubes through 
which blood flows in the body 


bloom /blu:m/ v [I] (of a plant or tree) to pro- 
duce flowers, or (of a flower) to open or be open 
© Alta loved watching her flowers bloom in the 
spring. © (fig.) Their interest suddenly bloomed when 
they knew they would make money out of the deal. 
bloom /blu:m/ n [C/U] a flower, or the condition 
of having flowers © [U] Roses in bloom are a beau- 
tiful sight. 


blooper /'blu:-par/ n[C] a mistake, often amus- 
ing, made by a person in public 
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blossom /'blas-am/ v [I] (of a tree or plant) to 
produce flowers that develop into fruit © The cherry 
tree is beginning to blossom. © (fig.) She has really 
blossomed recently (= become more confident and 
successful). 

blossom /'blas-am/ n [C/U] © [C] The tree was 
covered with white blossoms. © [U] The scent of apple 
blossom filled the air. 


blot MARK WITH INK /blat/ v [T] -tt- to spoil a 
letter, drawing, etc. with scattered drops of ink 
blot /blat/ n [C] 1 Ink blots covered the page. 2 A 
blot is also a fault that spoils the appearance or 
reputation of someone or something: This arrest is 
a blot on his reputation. 

DRY /blat/ v [T] -tt- to dry something by using a 
paper or cloth to absorb a liquid © I’ve spilled some 
coffee — can you bring me some paper towels to blot 
it up? 


PHRASAL VERB with blot 


eblot out something [M] to cause something to 
disappear, or to remove something unpleasant 
from your thoughts © A dark cloud blotted out the 
sun. © He blots out the painful memories by keeping 
very busy. 


blotch /blat{/ n [C] an unwanted mark on a sur- 
face that is different from the surrounding area © 
There were red blotches on her face and neck. 


blouse /blaus, blauz/ n [C] a shirt for a woman 
or girl © a cotton blouse 


blow MAKE AIR CURRENT /blou/ v [I/T] past simp. 
blew, past part. blown 1 to make a current of air, 
or to move something or be moved with a current 
of air © [M] The wind blew over a garbage can (= 
pushed it down on its side). © [M] We brought in 
the birthday cake and watched Lisa blow out the 
candles. 2 To blow up something is to push air 
inside it to make it larger: [M] We blew 12 balloons 
up for Charles’ party. 3 If you blow your nose, you 
force air through it to push out something that is 
blocking it, so that you can breathe better. 


DESTROY /blou/ v [I/T] past simp. blew, past part. 
blown 1 to destroy something in an explosion or 
to be destroyed in this way © [T] The gas explosion 
blew a huge hole in the ground. © [M] The explosion 
from the gas leak blew all the windows out. 2 infmi 
To blow a sum of money is to spend it in a foolish 
way: [T] / blew my first paycheck on a night out with 
my friends. 


HIT /blou/ n [C] 1 a hard hit with the hand or a 
weapon © A sharp blow on the chest sent him spin- 
ning to the floor. 2 A blow is also an unexpected, 
harmful event: Her death at twenty was a terrible 
blow to her parents. 3 \f people come to blows, 
they physically fight: The brothers almost came to 
blows over sharing the car. 


IDIOMS with blow 


eblow it, blow your chance infm/ to lose an op- 
portunity to do something by doing or saying the 
wrong thing © / guess | blew it when | told my 
teacher | didn’t care what grade she gave me. 


blowout 


e blow your mind slang to find something very ex- 
citing and unusual © The concert was so good, it 
blew my mind. 

eblow off steam to do or say something that 
helps you to get rid of strong feelings or energy © 
Call me any time you need to blow off some steam. 
© Compare LET OFF STEAM at LET IDIOMS 

eblow something out of proportion to make 
something seem more important or serious than 
it really is O As usual the TV news is blowing the issue 
all out of proportion — there's really nothing to worry 
about. 

e blow the lid off something to make public some- 
thing that people did not know before © The New 
York Times blew the lid off the story. 

e blow the whistle on to bring something to the 
attention of other people in order to stop some- 
thing bad from happening © The company stopped 
using certain chemicals only after some workers blew 
the whistle on it. 

esoften the blow, cushion the blow to make a 
bad situation less serious © He lost his job, but he 
has enough money in the bank to soften the blow. 


PHRASAL VERBS with blow 


eblow away someone SURPRISE [M] s/ang to sur- 
prise someone very much © Winning first prize and 
a full scholarship blew her away. 

e blow away someone DEFEAT [M] infm!/1 to defeat 
a competitor completely © We just got blown away 
yesterday, losing 12 to 0. 2 slang To blow someone 
away is also to shoot and kill a person. 

e blow off something/someone [M] slang to decide 
not to do something you are expected to do, or 
not to meet someone you are expected to meet © 
“Aren't you going to the meeting?” “No, I’m going 
to blow it off.” 

e blow over to pass by or to end © The storm blew 
over and missed our area. © We hope that this crisis 
will soon blow over. 

eblow up something INCREASE SIZE [M] to in- 
crease the size of something © I’m going to have 
this photo blown up and framed. © Related noun: 
BLOWUP 

eblow up BECOME ANGRY infm!/ to become sud- 
denly very angry © He may blow up when he finds 
out how much | spent. 


blow-by-blow adj (of explanations, reports, 
etc.) including every detail in the order it hap- 
pened © We had to sit through a blow-by-blow ac- 
count of how they missed their flight to Las Vegas. 


blow-dry /‘blou-drai/ v [T] to dry hair with a 
small electric device that blows out hot air © /’// be 
ready as soon as | blow-dry my hair. 


blowout AIR BURST /'blou-aut/ n [C] a sudden 
bursting and release of air from a tire on a moving 
vehicle © He narrowly averted crashing into another 
car after the blowout. 

SPORTS VICTORY /'blou-aut/ n [C] a sports com- 
petition in which one side wins by a very large 
amount © /f the game is a blowout, fans start to 
leave before it’s over. 
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blowtorch 


blowtorch /'blou-to:rt{/ n [C] a tool that pro- 
duces a very hot flame, used to heat metal or re- 
move paint from a surface 


blowup /'blou-ap/ n [C] a copy of something 
that is made bigger © We need a blowup of this 
picture. O Related verb: BLOW UP INCREASE SIZE 


blubber FAT /'blab-ar/ n [U] the layer of fat un- 
der the skin of sea mammals such as WHALES which 
keeps them warm © Some of the larger whales are 
insulated by a two-foot layer of blubber. © (fig.) I’m 
on a diet, trying to lose some of this blubber around 
the middle. 

CRY /'blab-ar/ v [I] to cry in a noisy and uncontrol- 
lable way 


bludgeon /‘blad3-an/ v [T] to hit someone hard 
and repeatedly with a heavy weapon © He was 
bludgeoned to death. 


blue COLOR /blu:/ adj, n [C/U] (of) the color of 
the sky on a clear, bright day © She has blue eyes. 

SAD /blu:/ adj [-er/-est only] sad; unhappy © / don’t 
know what’s wrong — | just feel blue. 


IDIOM with blue 


ethe blues a mood of sadness © She’s got a bad 
case of the blues. 


blueberry /'blu:-ber-i/ n [C] the dark blue fruit 
of acommon North American bush © blueberry pie 


blue cheese n[U] a cheese with a strong flavor 
that has some blue spots within it 


blue-chip /,blu: ,tfip/ adj [not gradable] 1 (of a 
company) considered to be a safe investment for 
your money because it is well-established and has 
performed well in the past 2 Blue-chip also means 
of top quality: Even a profitable team like the Cow- 
boys can’t keep all their blue-chip players. 


blue-collar adj relating to people who do 
physical work rather than mental work, and who 
usually do not work in an office © blue-collar work- 
ers. O Compare WHITE-COLLAR 


bluegrass /'blu:-grzs/ n [U] a type of tradi- 
tional music from the southern US that is played 
on instruments with strings such as guitars, BAN- 
JOS, and VIOLINS 


bluejay /'blu:-dger/ n [C] a common North 
American bird that is mainly blue and has a growth 
of feathers on the top of its head 


blue jeans p/n pants made of blue DENIM (= 
strong, cotton cloth), usually worn on informal 
occasions 


blue Jaw n [C] a law that prevents or limits par- 
ticular activities on Sundays, such as opening 
stores or selling alcoholic drinks 


blueprint PLAN FOR BUILDING /'blu: print/ n 
[C] a plan for a building or machine, printed with 
white lines on a blue background 

PLAN FOR FUTURE /'blu:-print/ n [C] a complete 
plan that explains how to do or develop some- 
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thing © The report provided a blueprint for relieving 
the county's crowded jail facilities. 


blue-ribbon adj [not gradable] expert © Critics 
asked the president to appoint a blue-ribbon com- 
mission to investigate police practices. 


blues /blu:z/ n [U] a type of music that began 
among African-American musicians in the south- 
ern US, often with LYRICS (= words) about a diffi- 
cult life or bad luck in love 


bluff TRICK /blaf/ v to try to trick someone into 
believing something, esp. in order to get an ad- 
vantage over that person 0 [I] The landlord claimed 
to have the right to raise his rent, but we believed he 
was bluffing and refused to pay it. 
bluff /blaf/ n[C] an attempt to trick someone © 
The threat to go on strike was no bluff, the union 
leaders insisted. 


CLIFF /blaf/ n [C] (used in many names of places) 
a cliff or steep slope, often above a river © Council 
Bluffs, lowa 


blunder /‘blan-dar/ n [C] a big mistake, espe- 
cially one resulting from a lack of care or thought 
© His failure to respond immediately to the accusa- 
tions was a major political blunder. 
blunder /'blan-dar/ v [I] © He feared he had 
blundered. 


blunt DIRECT IN SPEECH /blant/ adj saying what 
you think without trying to be polite or caring 
about other people’s feelings © blunt criticism © 
Blunt and outspoken, he often quarreled with fellow 
officials. 
bluntly /'blant-li/ adv © He is, to put it bluntly, a 
big bore. 


NOT SHARP /blant/ adj [-er/-est only] not having a 
sharp edge or point © Use a blunt instrument to 
smash the ginger and onion into the garlic. 
blunt /blant/ v [T] to make something less 
strongly felt © Eating between meals will blunt your 
appetite. 


blur /blar/ n [(U] 1 something whose shape is not 
clear 2 A blur ts also something that you cannot 
remember clearly: /t all happened so long ago that 
it’s just a blur to me now. 
blur /bl3r/ v [I/T] -rr- 0 [T] These deals are blurring 
the distinction between local and long-distance tele- 
phone service. 
blurred /blard/ adj 0 People who develop menin- 
gitis can get a stiff neck, blurred vision, and 
headaches. 
blurry /'blar-i, 'bla-ri/ adj © The exhibit consisted 
of blurry, blown-up, black-and-white photographs. 


blurb /blsrb/ n [C] a brief description of some- 
thing, often intended to make it seem attractive 
when offered for sale 0 The blurb on the back of the 
book says that “it will touch your heart.” 


blurt out something /'blsrt 'aut/ phrasal verb 
[M] to say something suddenly, and without think- 
ing of the results © At one point, Goetz blurted out, 
“The subways down there are terrible.” 
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blush REDDEN /bla{/ v [I] to become redder or 
darker in the face, usually from embarrassment © 
He blushed at the thought of what he’d done. 
blush /blaf/ n[C] 

MAKEUP /blaJ/ n [U] a substance, often a powder, 
put on the face to add a slightly red color 


bluster /'blas-tar/ n [U] talk intended to seem 
important or threatening but which is not taken 
seriously and has little effect © For all his bluster 
about his military adventures, McLaughlin was enor- 
mously likable. 


blustery /'blas-ta-ri/ adj (of the weather) stormy 
and windy © a cold and blustery night 


blvd n [C] abbreviation for BOULEVARD 
B.O. n [U] abbreviation for BODY ODOR 


boa (constrictor) /'bou-a (kan strik-tar)/ n 
[C] a large, strong snake, found in South and Cen- 
tral America, that kills animals and birds by wrap- 
ping itself around them and crushing them to 
death 


boar /bo:r, bour/ n[C] a male pig kept for breed- 
ing on a farm, or a type of wild pig 


board FLAT PIECE /bo:rd, bourd/ n[C] 1 a thin, 
flat piece of hard material such as wood or plastic 
© The floor boards of the old house squeaked as he 
walked across them. 2 A board is also a flat piece 
of hard material that is made to be used for a par- 
ticular purpose: an ironing board © a cheese board 
3 A board can be a CHALKBOARD. 4 A board can 
also be a CIRCUIT BOARD 

PEOPLE /b2:rd, bourd/ n [C] the group of people 
who are responsible for controlling the operation 
of a public or private organization © a community/ 
school board © She sits on the board of several large 
companies. 

MEALS /bo:rd, bourd/ n [U] meals provided when 
you are staying somewhere 

board /bo:rd, bourd/ v [T] to arrange for an ani- 
mal to be temporarily taken care of and fed at a 
place other than its home © [T] We board our dogs 
at the kennel when we go away. 

boarder /'boird-ar, 'bourd-/ n[C] someone who 
pays for a place to sleep and meals in someone 
else’s house 

GET ON /bo:rd, bourd/ v [I/T] to get onto or allow 
people to get onto an aircraft, train, or ship © [I] 
Flight 701 to Los Angeles is now boarding at gate 
14A. 

board /b2:rd, bourd/ n 


IDIOM with board 


eon board on or in an aircraft, train, or ship © All 
passengers should be on board at this time. 


PHRASAL VERB with board 


eboard up something [M] to cover doors or win- 
dows with thin, flat pieces of wood © The vacant 
store had been boarded up for several years. 


board game n [C] any game in which pieces 
are moved in particular ways on a board marked 
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bobcat 


with a pattern © All our old board games like Mo- 
nopoly were gathering dust in a closet. 


boarding house n [C] p/ boarding houses a 
private house that a person pays to stay in and 
receive meals 


boarding pass n[C] a card that a passenger 
must have to be allowed to enter an aircraft or ship 


boarding school n [C] a school equipped 
with rooms where its students live instead of living 
in their own homes 


boardwalk /'bo:rd-wo:k, 'bourd-/ n[C]a path 
usually built of wooden boards near the sea, often 
raised above the back part of a beach 


boast SPEAK PROUDLY /boust/ v to speak too 
proudly or show too much satisfaction about 
something or someone connected with you © [I] 
They are always boasting about how smart their chil- 
dren are. O [+ that clause] She boasted that she had 
never had an accident. 
boast /boust/ n [C] © It was his proud boast that 
he had run over 20 marathons. 
boastful /'boust-fal/ adj having a tendency to 
praise yourself and what you have done 


WORD CHOICES boast 7 


An alternative to “boast” is brag. 

She likes to brag about how much money she 

earns. 

The verb trumpet can be used when someone 
boasts about how successful he or she has 
been. 

He’s always trumpeting his latest triumph. 
If someone often boasts, you can describe that 
person as boastful. 

He was boastful and arrogant. 


POSSESS /boust/ v[T] to have or possess something 
to be proud of © New Orleans boasts great music 
and excellent restaurants. 


boat /bout/ n[C] a vehicle for traveling on water, 
esp. one that is not very large © a fishing boat 
boating /‘bout-1n/ n [U] the activity of traveling 
in a boat, esp. as a hobby or for pleasure © Lake of 
the Ozarks is a popular boating and fishing mecca 
for Midwesterners. 


boat people p/n people who have left their 
country by boat, usually in the hope of finding 
safety in another place 


bob MOVE /bab/ v [I] -bb- to move up and down 
quickly and gently 0 Empty cans and bottles bobbed 
in the water of the harbor. 

HAIRSTYLE /bab/ n [C] a hairstyle that is short at 
the front while the other hair is cut to neck length 
all around the head © She wears her hair in a bob. 


bobby pin /'bab.i: ,pin/ n [C] a U-shaped pin 
tightly bent so that the two sides touch, used esp. 
to keep hair in a desired way 


bobcat /'bab-kzt/ n[C] a wild animal of North 
America of the cat family, having brown hair, 
pointed ears, and a short tail 
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bode 


bode /boud/ v [I] to be a sign of something good 
or bad for the future © This does not bode well for 
the future of the peace process. 


bodega /bou 'der-ga/ n [C] (in a neighborhood 
with a lot of Spanish-speaking people) a small 
store that sells food and other items for the house 
© Would you run down to the bodega and pick up a 
quart of milk and some kitty litter? 


bodice /'bad-as/ n [C] the upper part of a 
womans dress 


body PHYSICAL CREATURE /'bad-i/ n [C] 1 the 
whole physical structure that is a person or animal 
© A good diet and plenty of exercise will help you keep 
your body healthy. 2 Sometimes body can refer to 
the main, physical part of a person or animal but 
not include the head, or not include the head and 
the arms and legs. 3 A body is also a dead person: 
Police found the man’s body in the next room. 
bodily /'bad-4l-i/ adj, adv [not gradable] relating 
to a person’s physical structure © They had no in- 
tention of causing bodily harm. 


MAIN PART /'bad:i/ n [U] the main part of some- 
thing such as a book, a large building, or a vehicle 
© Most scientists will be less interested in the body of 
the article than in the detailed notes at the end. 

GROUP OF PEOPLE /'bad-i/ n[C] a group of people 
who have joined together for a particular reason © 
Congress is a legislative body created to consider and 
pass laws. 

AMOUNT /'bad:i/ n[C] 1 an amount of something 
O There is a growing body of evidence to support their 
innocence. 2 A body of water is a large area of wa- 
ter, such as a lake. 


bodyguard /'bad-i,gard/ n [C] a person paid 
to protect another person from danger or attack 


body language n [U] the movements or po- 

sitions by which you show other people your feel- 
ings without using words © Their body language 
said that they were really enjoying each other’s 
company. 


body odor, abbreviation B.O. n [C usually sing] 

the unpleasant smell of a person’s body that is 
caused by SWEAT (= liquid you excrete through 
your skin) 


bog /bag, bo:g/ n[C] an area of soft, wet earth 
PHRASAL VERB with bog 


ebog down someone/something [M] to prevent 
someone or something from moving on or pro- 
gressing © He’s a big-picture leader and doesn’t get 
bogged down in the details. 


bogey /'bug:i, 'bou-gi, 'bu:-gi/, boogeyman 
/‘bug:i: ,mzen, 'bu:-gi-/ n [C] something feared, 
esp. when the fear is not based on reason © Too 
many economists are scared by the bogey of infla- 
tion, he says. 


boggle /'bag:al/ v [I/T] to have difficulty imag- 
ining or accepting something as true or possible, 
or to give the mind such difficulty © [T] /t boggles 


the mind to think about how much money was 
wasted. 


bogus /'bou-gas/ adj (of something) not what it 
appears or claims to be; false but made to look real 
© He was arrested and charged with carrying a bogus 
passport. 


bohemian /bou'hi:-mi:-an/ n[C] a person who 
lives in a very informal style that is different from 
the way most people live 
bohemian /bou'hi:-mi:-an/ adj Oo She belonged 
to a West Coast group of bohemian writers and 
intellectuals. 


boil HEAT /borl/ v [I/T] 1 (of a liquid) to start to 
turn into a gas because of being heated, or to 
cause a liquid to turn into a gas in this way © [I] 
The water is boiling. © [T] We’d better boil this water 
before we drink it. 2 lf you say that a container has 
boiled, the liquid in it has started to turn into a 
gas: [I] The pot’s beginning to boil. 3 If food boils, 
or you boil food, it is cooked by being put in water 
that is heated until the water is in the process of 
turning into a gas: [T] / boiled some potatoes for 
dinner. 

boil /borl/ n [U] If you bring something to a boil, 
or let something come to a boil, you heat it until 
it starts to turn into a gas: Bring the water to a boil, 
then add the pasta. 

boiler /'bor-lar/ n [C] a device that heats water 
esp. to provide heating and hot water in a house 
boiling /'bor-l1n/ adj [not gradable] 1 a pot of 
boiling water 2 Boiling can also mean extremely 
angry: He was boiling with rage. 


SWELLING /boul/ n[C] a painful, red swelling on the 
skin that is filled with PUS (= a yellow liquid from 
an infection) 


WORD FAMILY boil 


Nouns boil 
boiler 


Adjectives boiling 
Verbs boil 


PHRASAL VERBS with boil 


e boil down something [M] to reduce information, 
usually so that it contains only its most important 
part O The boss wants me to boil down the ten-page 
sales report to one page. 

eboil down to something to be the main or most 
important result of something © What it all boils 
down to is a lack of communication. 

eboil over 1 (of a liquid) to rise up in a cooking 
container and flow over the edge 2 If anger or 
other feelings boil over, they become too strong 
to be controlled: Union members’ frustrations boiled 
over in demonstrations this weekend. 


boiling point n[C usually sing] chemistry the 
temperature at which a liquid becomes a gas © The 
boiling point of water is 212°F or 100°C. o Compare 
FREEZING POINT 


boisterous /'bo1-sta-ras/ adj noisy and not con- 
trolled © The audience burst into boisterous laughter. 


bold BRAVE /bould/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 brave, or 
without fear © He is a qualified politician with bold 
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ideas. 2 Bold can also mean not shy, and almost 
rude: She was friendly without being bold. © Op- 
posite: TIMID 
boldly /'boul-dli/ adv © He dealt boldly with the 
problem and hoped he was right. 
NOTICEABLE /bould/ adj [-er/-est only] likely to at- 
tract your attention; showy © The costumes were in 
beautiful, bold colors. 


bologna /ba'lou-ni/, baloney n [U] a cooked, 
smoked SAUSAGE (= mixed meat in a tube shape) 
that is sliced and eaten cold © Lunch was a bologna 
sandwich and cold soda. 


Bolshevik /'boul:fa,vik, 'bo:l-/ n[C] world his- 
torya member of the political party introduced by 
Lenin in Russia in 1917 


bolster SUPPORT /'boul-star/ v [T] to support 
something, or make something stronger © The UN 
is sending more troops to bolster the peacekeepers. 

OBJECT ON BED /‘boul-star/ n[C] a long PILLOW (= 
cloth bag filled with material), usually shaped like 
a tube 


bolt LOCK /boult/ n[C] 1 a small metal bar that 
slides across a door or window to lock it © / fastened 
the door with a bolt. 2 A bolt is also a part of a gun 
that is slid back when getting ready to fire. 
bolt /boult/ v [T] © Be sure to bolt the door when 
you go to bed! 

SCREW /boult/ n[C] a metal screw without a point, 
used to fasten things together, often with a NUT 
(= small piece of metal that attaches to it) 
bolt /boult/ v [T always + adv/prep] © He sat on 
a wooden bench bolted to the floor. 

LIGHTNING /boult/ n [C] a flash of lightning, esp. 
followed by thunder © Did a bolt of lightning set fire 
to the barn? 

MOVE SUDDENLY /boult/ v [I/T] to move suddenly 
and quickly © [I] At the first whiff of smoke, the horse 
bolted from the barn. © [M] He bolted down some 
breakfast. 

ROLL /boult/ n [C] a roll of cloth or paper, esp. 
WALLPAPER 


IDIOMS with bolt 


ea bolt from the blue a bolt out of the blue 
something important or unusual that happens 
suddenly or unexpectedly © The resignation of the 
chairman came like a bolt from the blue. 

ebolt upright vertical and extremely straight © 
She woke up and sat bolt upright in bed, terrified by 
her dream. 


bomb WEAPON /bam/ n [C] a weapon that ex- 
plodes © Was:there any warning before the bomb 
went off? 
bomb /bam/ v [T] to explode bombs, or to drop 
bombs from aircraft 0 They bombed enemy airfields. 
bomber /'bam-ar/ n [C] 1 a person who makes 
or explodes bombs 2 A bomber is also an aircraft 
designed to carry and drop bombs. 
FAIL /bam/ v [I] infm/ to fail completely © A lot of 
students bombed on that last exam. 
bomb /bam/ n [C] infml © The last play was a 
bomb. 
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bone marrow 


bombard /bam'bard, bam-/ v [T] to attack a 
place with continuous shooting or bombs ° (fig.) 
| was bombarded with phone calls and faxes. 
bombardment /bam 'bard:mant, bam-/ n [U] 


bombshell /‘bam-fel/ n [C usually sing] a 
shocking piece of news © He dropped a bombshell 
when he announced he would resign. 


bona fide /'bou-na,faid, 'ban-a-, -,fard-i/ adj 
[not gradable] real or true; not false © This is my 
first bona fide job. 


bonanza /ba'nzxn-za/ n [C] something that 

suddenly produces large profits or great opportu- 
nities O The improved economy was a bonanza for 
local stores. 


bond © CONNECTION /band/ n[C] a close and 
lasting relationship between people © The bond be- 
tween parents and children is usually very strong. 
bond © /band/ v [T] © The puppy and his master 
bonded quickly. 
bonding © /'ban-din/ n[U] © Much of the bond- 
ing between mother and child takes place in those 
early weeks. 

GLUE /band/ v[I/T] to stick materials together, usu- 
ally using glue © [I] The pieces will bond in less than 
a minute. 

DOCUMENT /band/ n[C] an official document that 
states you will be paid a certain amount of money 
because you have lent money to a government or 
company © The county issued $4 million in bonds 
for road construction. 


bondage /'ban-did3/ n[C] the state of one per- 
son being owned by another person, as a piece of 
property © Many enslaved people tried to escape 
bondage. 


bone /boun/ n [C] any of the hard pieces that 
form the SKELETON (= frame) of a human or animal 
body © She had broken a bone in her foot. > Pic- 
ture: joint 

bony /'bou-ni/ adj very thin, so that bones can 
be seen, or (of fish) having a lot of bones in it 0 
She had a long, bony face. 

bone /boun/ v [T] to remove the bones from fish 
or meat 

boneless /'boun-las/, boned /bound/ adj [not 
gradable] (of meat or fish) without any bones © 
boneless breast of chicken 


IDIOM with bone 


ebone of contention something that two people 
or groups cannot agree about © Money is a com- 
mon bone of contention in many marriages. 


PHRASAL VERB with bone 


ebone up infm/ to study a subject as much as you 
can in a short period of time © She boned up on her 
Spanish before going to Mexico. 


bone-chilling adj extremely cold © The air at 
that altitude was bone-chilling. 


bone marrow n[U] MARROW 0 A bone marrow 
transplant can be risky. 
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bonfire 
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bonfire /'ban-fair/ n[C] a large fire that is made 
outside O We built a bonfire on the beach. 


bongo (drum) /'bap-gou (,dram)/ n[C usu- 
ally pl] p!/bongos, bongoes one of a pair of small 
drums that are played with the hands 


bonkers /'ban-karz, 'b2:9-/ adj [not gradable] 
slang very enthusiastic; crazy © Kids really went bon- 
kers over that video game. 


bonnet /‘ban-at/ n [C] a hat for a baby that cov- 
ers the head and ties under the CHIN, or awoman’s 
hat 


bonus /'bou-nas/ n [C] 1 an extra amount of 
money given to someone as a reward for work or 
as encouragement ©O The salary was $40,000, plus 
a bonus. 2 A bonus is also any result that is an 
unexpected benefit: After the heart transplant, 
every day is a bonus for me. 


bony /'bou-ni/ adj © See at BONE 


boo DISAPPROVE /bu:/ v [I/T] boos, pres. part. 
booing, past booed to call out the word “boo” to 
express disapproval 0 [T] They booed him off the 
stage. 
boo /bu:/ n [C] pi boos © Students showed their 
dislike with a chorus of boos. 


SURPRISE /bu:/ exclamation used to surprise or 
frighten another person, and usually said loudly © 
He snuck up behind me and said, “Boo!” 


boo-boo /'bu:-bu:/ n [C] pi boo-boos a child’s 
word a mistake, or a small cut or injury © | did a boo- 
boo! | spilled coffee! 


booby prize /‘bu:-bi: pratz/ n[C] a prize given 
as a joke to the person who loses a game or 
competition 


booby trap /‘bu:-bi:,traep/ n [C] a hidden 
weapon that explodes when moved or touched 
booby-trap /‘bu:-bi: ,traeep/ v [T] -pp- © Don’t 
open the door — it may be booby-trapped. 


boogeyman /'bug:i: men, 'bu:-gi:-/ n [C] pl 
-men a BOGEY 


book TExT /buk/ n [C] 1 an object consisting of 
a number of pages of text or pictures fastened to- 
gether along one edge and fixed inside two covers 
O The artist's sketch books filled several shelves. 2 A 
book is also a number of similar items fastened 
together inside a cover: a book of matches/stamps 
© See also: BOOKS 
bookish /'buk-1J/ adj enjoying books more than 
other things © He’s pleasant but a shy, bookish type. 

ARRANGE /buk/ v [I/T] 1 to arrange to have the use 
of a seat, room, etc. at a particular time in the fu- 
ture © [T] Our travel agent booked us on a flight to 
Paris. 2 Someone who books a performer arranges 
a performance: [T] They booked the Rolling Stones 
for two concerts in New York. 


ACCUSE /buk/ v [T] to officially accuse someone of 
a crime © Detectives booked him for resisting arrest. 


bookcase /'buk-keis/ n [C] a piece of furniture 
with shelves to hold books 


bookend /'buk-end/ n [C] one of a pair of ob- 
jects used to keep a row of books standing up 


bookie /'buk-i/, bookmaker /'buk ,mer-kar/ n[C] 
a person whose business is accepting and paying 
out money risked on a particular result of some- 
thing, esp. horse races 


bookkeeping /‘buk ki: pin/ n [U] the job or 
activity of keeping a record of money spent or re- 
ceived by a business or other organization 
bookkeeper /'buk ,ki:-par/ n [C] © A good book- 
keeper does careful work. 


booklet /'buk-lat/ n [C] a small book, usually 
with a paper cover; a PAMPHLET 


bookmark BOOK /'buk-mark/ n [C] anything 
placed between the pages of a book to show 
where a person stopped reading 


COMPUTER /'buk-mark/ n [C] one of a list of INTER- 
NET addresses that you keep because you visit 
them often 0 A bookmark simply serves as a shortcut 
back to the website. 
bookmark /'buk-mark/ v [T] to save an INTERNET 
address as a bookmark © Loyal visitors probably al- 
ready know the URL or have it bookmarked in their 
Web browsers. 


books /buks/ pi n written records of money that 
has been spent or received by a company © The 
payment was kept off the books (= not put in the 
records) 


bookshelf /‘buk-:felf/ n [Cj a shelf that holds 
books 


bookstore /'buk-sto:r, -stour/ n [C] a store that 
sells books 


bookworm /'buk-w3rm/ n [C] infmi someone 
who likes to read books 


bOOmM PERIOD OF GROWTH /bu:m/ rn [C] social 
studies a period of sudden economic growth © 
Somehow farmers have survived the booms and 
busts of the past 50 years. 

boom /bu:m/ v [Il] © At that time, Alaska was 
booming. 

MAKE A DEEP SOUND /bu:m/ v [I/T] to make a 
deep, loud sound 0° [I] A voice boomed through the 
microphone. 

boom /bu:m/ n [C] © What you heard was the 
boom of a rocket. 

POLE /bu:m/ n [C] 1 a long, movable pole that 
holds the bottom edge of a sail and is attached to 
the MAST of a boat 2 In television and movie mak- 
ing, a boom is a long, movable pole that has a 
MICROPHONE (= device that records sound) or 
camera on one end. 


boom box n [C] slang a radio and TAPE or CD 
player that you can carry with you 


boomer /'bu:-mar/ n [C] a BABY BOOMER © See 
at BABY BOOM 


boomerang /'bu:-ma,ren/ n[C]a curved stick 
that, when thrown, comes back toward the person 
who threw it 
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boom town n [C] a small town that grows 
quickly as a result of a sudden increase in local eco- 
nomic activity 


boon /bu:n/ n [C] something good or very help- 
ful © Spring rains are a boon to local farmers. 


boondocks /‘bu:n-daks/, boonies /‘bu:-ni:z/ p/ 
n infml an area far from any city or town, with few 
people and little to do for entertainment © He edits 
a little paper in the boondocks. 


boondoggle /‘bu:n ,dag: al, -,d2:-gal/ n[C] an 
expensive program that is a waste of money, esp. 
one using public money © Voters say they are fed 
up with such boondoggles. 


boor /bur/ n[C] a person who behaves rudely 
boorish /'bur-1f/ adj © I’m sick of your boorish 
behavior. 


boost MAKE BETTER /bu:st/ v [T] to improve or 
increase something © We took various steps to try 
to boost sales. 
boost /bu:st/ n[C usually sing] © The president's 
approval rating got a boost following his speech. 
booster /'bu:-star/ n[C] 1 Winning this game was 
a great morale booster for the team. 2 A booster Is 
also someone who is an enthusiastic supporter of 
something. 

LIFT /bu:st/ v[T always + adv/prep] to lift someone 
or something by pushing from below © She 
boosted the little boy up to see over the fence. 
boost /bu:st/ n[C] © | need a boost to get over the 
wall. 
booster /'bu:-:star/ n [C] the first stage of a 
ROCKET (= object sent into space) that pushes it 
off the ground 


boot SHOE /bu:t/ n[C] a type of shoe that covers 
the foot and the lower leg © work boots © cowboy 
boots 
boot /bu:t/ v [T] to kick something © She booted 
the ball down the field. 

MAKE READY /bu:t/ v [I/T] to cause a computer or 
a computer program to become ready for use ° [I] 
Before you can do anything, you have to boot up. 

STORAGE SPACE /bu:t/ n [C] Br TRUNK STORAGE 
SPACE 


IDIOM with boot 


eto bootalso or in addition © She gets motion sick- 
ness, and she’s afraid of flying to boot. 


boot camp n [C usually sing] a place where 
new members of the US military receive tneir first 
training 


bootee, bootie /‘bu:t-i/ n [C] a warm, soft sock 
for a baby 


booth /bu:6/ n [C] pi booths 1 a small structure 
just big enough for one person to use © There was 
a line of people waiting for the phone booth. 2 A 
booth is also a partly enclosed area in a restaurant 
where people sit on long seats on opposite sides 
of a table. 3 A booth can also be a small, partly 
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bore 


open structure for showing and selling things at a 
FAIR or market: If we get separated, let’s meet at the 
information booth. 


bootleg /‘bu:t-leg/ adj [not gradable] made il- 
legally or copied © Bootleg DVDs are sold on the 
street. 
bootleg,/'bu:t-leg/ v [I/T] -gg- © [T] They bootleg 
software, depriving big companies of income. 
bootlegger /'bu:t ,leg-ar/ n [C] someone who 
sells illegally made goods 


booty VALUABLE THINGS /‘bu:t-i/ n [U] an 
amount of money or things of value © His game- 
show booty amounted to $2.5 million. 


BUTTOCKS /'bu:t-i/ n [C] slang the buttocks 
booze /bu:z/ n [U}] infmi alcoholic drink 


bop HIT /bap/ v [T] -pp- infmi to hit something 
lightly, not hard © The ball bounced up and bopped 
him on the nose. 
bop /bap/ n[C] © | got a bop on the head. 
MUSIC /bap/, bebop /'bi:-bap/ n [U] a type of jazz 
from the 1940s that has complicated rhythms and 
is often played fast 


border DIVISION /'bo:rd-ar/, borderline n [C] 
the line that divides one country from another © 
The Rio Grande forms part of the US border. 
border /'bo:rd-ar/ v[I/T] © [T] Guatemala borders 
Mexico. © [1] Wisconsin borders on Illinois. 

EDGE /'bo:rd-ar/ n[C] a strip that goes around or 
along the edge of something, or the edge itself © 
The card has a pretty design around the border. 
border /'bo:rd-ar/ v [T] © The road borders the 
coast for several miles. 


PHRASAL VERB with border 


¢ border on something to be almost a certain thing 
or quality © The team succeeded in a feat considered 
to border on the impossible. 


borderline /'bo:rd-ar lain/ adj between two 
very different conditions, with the possibility of be- 
ing unacceptable © My blood pressure was border- 
line, and the doctor said | should lose weight. 


bore FAIL TO INTEREST /bo:r, bour/ v[T] to make 
someone lose interest © Am / boring you? 
bore /bo:r, bour/ n [C] someone or something 
that is not interesting © All he talks about is money 
— he’s such a bore. 
bored /boa:rd, bourd/ adj © He was getting bored 
doing the same thing every day. 
boring /‘'ba:r-in, 'bour-in/ adj © The car ride was 
really boring. 
boredom /'bo:rd-am, 'bourd-/ n[U] © She varies 
her workouts to avoid boredom. 


CONFUSABLES 

bored or boring? 

Bored is used to describe the way that some- 

one feels when something is not interesting. 
He didn’t enjoy the lesson and he was bored. 
He-didn‘t-enjoy thetesson and-he-was 


bering: > 
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born 


Boring is used to describe the uninteresting 
thing or person that makes you feel bored. 


The lesson was long and boring. 


Fhetessorweastong-and bored: 


WORD CHOICES bore 4+ Te 


We often use bland instead of boring when de- 
scribing food. 
This sauce is really bland. It doesn’t taste of 
anything. 
If a piece of writing, a performance, or a person 
is boring, you can say that the person, perfor- 
mance, or writing is dull. 
| find her writing a bit dull. 
Monotonous is often used about something 
that you listen to. 
The teacher had a really monotonous voice 
and | almost fell asleep. 
When describing an activity, tedious is some- 
times used. 
You have to fill in various forms, which is a bit 
tedious. 
If something is boring because it is too long, 
you can describe it as drawn-out or inter- 
minable. 
He gave a long, drawn-out explanation of 
why he’d changed his mind. 
Her delay seemed interminable. 
You can say that a person who is boring be- 
cause he or she talks too much is a bore. 


He’s a real bore when he starts talking about 
trains. 


MAKE A HOLE /bo:r, bour/ v [I/T] to make a hole in 
something using a tool © [I] Workmen bored 
through the rock. 


BEAR /bo:r, bour/ past simple of BEAR 
WORD FAMILY bore 


Nouns bore 


Adjectives bored 


boredom boring 


Verbs bore 


IDIOM with bore 


ebored to death, bored to tears/bored stiff infm/ 
completely bored 0 / pretended to listen, but | was 
bored to death. 


born BEGAN TO EXIST /bo:rn/ adj, past participle 
of BEAR PRODUCE; having come into existence by 
birth © He was born in 1950. 

NATURAL /bo:rn/ adj [not gradable] having a nat- 
ural ability or tendency © /t was obvious that Rachel 
was a born leader. © [+ to infinitive] Stephen was 
born to ride motorcycles. 


born-again adj [not gradable] (esp. of Chris- 
tians) extremely enthusiastic about religion; 
EVANGELICAL 


borne /bo:rn, bourn/ past participle of BEAR 


borough /'b3r-ou, 'ba-rou/ n [C] 1 one of the 
five divisions of New York City or, in some states, 
a town or part of a town 2 In Alaska, a borough is 
a political division similar to a COUNTY in other 
states. 


borrow /'‘bar-ou, ‘bo:r-/ v [I/T] to take some- 
thing from someone with the intention of giving 
it back after using it © [T] Could | borrow your bike 
until next week? o [T] (fig.) We constantly borrow 
words from other cultures. O Compare LEND 
borrower /'bar-a-war, 'bo:r-/ n [C] © The rate 
charged to borrowers is 9.7%. 
borrowing /‘bar-a-win, 'ba:r-/ n [C/U] © [U] Jef- 
ferson opposed government borrowing. » Usage: 
lend or borrow? at LEND 


bosom /'buz-am/ n[C usually sing] 1a woman’s 
breasts or the front of a person’s chest, esp. when 
thought of as the center of human feelings 2 The 
bosom of a group is the middle of it: He felt safe in 
the bosom of his family. 


bosom buddy n([C] a friend that you are very 
close to 


boss /b»:s, bas/ n[C] the person who is in charge 
of an organization or a department and who tells 
others what to do © Ill ask my boss if | can take the 
afternoon off. 
bossy /‘borsi, 'bas-i/ adj disapproving © “Move 
over,” she said in a bossy tone. >» Usage: chief or 
boss/manager? at CHIEF PERSON IN CHARGE 


PHRASAL VERB with boss 


«boss around someone [M] infm! to tell someone 
what to do © She waved her friend over as if bossing 
around a maid. 


botany /'bat-2n-i/ n [U] the scientific study of 
plants 


’ botanical /bo'tzen-1-kal/, botanic /ba'tzen-1k/ 


adj [not gradable] © a botanical garden © botanical 
specimens 
botanist /'‘bat-®n-ast/ n[C] a scientist who stud- 
ies plants 


botch /bat{/ v [T] to spoil something by doing it 
badly © He thinks the police botched the 
investigation. 


both /boue/ pronoun, adj [not gradable] used to 
refer to two people or things together © Would you 
like milk or sugar or both in your coffee? © If both 
parents work, who will care for the kids? 0 Are both 
of us invited, or just you? © Keep both hands on the 
steering wheel. 


bother MAKE AN EFFORT /'bad-ar/ v [I] to make 
an effort to do something, esp. something that is 
not convenient © You won’t get any credit for doing 
it, so why bother? © Don’t bother doing the laundry. 
© [+ to infinitive] He didn’t even bother to say 
goodbye. 
bother /‘baé-ar/ n [U] © I’m not sure gardening is 
worth the bother. 


ANNOY /'‘bad-ar/ v [I/T] to annoy, worry, or cause 
problems for someone © [T] The heat was begin- 
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ning to bother him, so he sat down. © [T] Does it 
bother you if your children aren't interested? 
bother /'baé-ar/ n [U] © That dog has never been 
a bother to anyone. 


bothersome /'baé:ar-sam/ adj causing annoy- 
ance or trouble © Bothersome family obligations 
keep interfering with my plans. 


Botox /'bou-taks/ n [U] trademark a chemical that 
doctors may put under people’s skin to make them 
look younger © Julie got Botox injections in her fore- 
head and around her eyes. 


bottle /'bat-l/ n [C] a container for liquids, usu- 
ally made of glass or plastic, with a narrow neck O 
a bottle of perfume 
bottle /'bat-4l/ v [T] to put liquid into bottles o 
The soda is bottled in Atlanta. 


PHRASAL VERB with bottle 


*bottle up something [M] to refuse to talk about 
something that angers or worries you © Feelings 
that had been bottled up for years came flooding out. 


bottleneck /'bat-3l ,nek/ n [C] 1 a section of 
road where traffic moves slowly © Traffic is causing 
a bottleneck on I-75. 2 A bottleneck is also any de- 
lay: Bureaucratic bottlenecks delayed the project’s 
start. 


bottom LOWEST PART /'bat-am/ n [C usually 
sing] 1 the lowest part of something © He stood at 
the bottom of the stairs and called up to me. 2 A 
bottom is the lower part of an item of clothing that 
consists of two parts: pajama bottoms 3 The bot- 
tom is also the least important position: The man- 
ager of the hotel started at the bottom 30 years ago. 
© Opposite: TOP HIGHEST PART 
bottomless /'bat-am-las/ adj [not gradable] 
seemingly without a bottom, limit, or end © Could 
the pond really be bottomless? 0 | wish I had a bot- 
tomless source of ideas. 


BODY PART /'bat-am/ n [C] the buttocks 
PHRASAL VERB with bottom 


e bottom out to reach the lowest point in a chang- 
ing situation, before any improvement begins © 
The housing market has bottomed out in this part of 
the country. 


bottom line FINANCES n [C] the total profit 
or loss of a company at the end of a particular 
period of time © How will the rise in interest rates 
affect our bottom line? 

FINAL RESULT nr [C] the final result or the most im- 
portant consideration of a situation, activity, or dis- 
cussion O The bottom line is that they lost the game. 


bough /bau/ n [C] a large branch of a tree 


bought /bo:t/ past simple and past participle of 
BUY 


boulder /'boul-dar/ n [C] a large, rounded rock 
that has been smoothed by the action of the 
weather or water 


bound 


boulevard /'bul-9,vard, 'bu:-la-/, abbreviation 
blvd n [C] a wide street in a town or city, usually 
with trees on each side or along the center © Billy 
opened a pizza place on the boulevard. 


bounce JUMP /bauns/ v [I/T] to move up or 
away after hitting a surface, or to cause something 
to move this way © [I] The basketball bounced off 
the rim of the basket. © [T] She bounced the baby 
on her knee. © [I] (fig.) Tom bounced into the room 
(= walked in a happy, energetic way). 
bounce /bauns/ n [C/U] © [C] In tennis you must 
hit the ball before its second bounce. 
bouncing /'baun:sin/ adj [not gradable] (of ba- 
bies) happy and healthy © a bouncing baby girl 
bouncy /'baun-si/ adj © Hard ground makes balls 
more bouncy. © (fig.) He’s always bouncy (= happy 
and energetic) in the morning. 

NOT PAY /bauns/ v [I/T] infm! (of a check) to not be 
paid or accepted by a bank because of a lack of 
money in the account, or to pay with a check for 
which there is not enough money in the account 
O [T] He’s bounced checks before, but never on this 
account. 


IDIOM with bounce 


e bounce back to return to your usual state or ac- 
tivities after having a problem © | bounced back 
pretty quickly after my operation. 


bouncer /'baun-sar/ n [C] infm! a strong man 
paid to stand outside a bar or party to stop people 
from coming in or force them to leave if they cause 
trouble © a nightclub bouncer 


bound TIE /baund/ past simple and past participle 
of BIND TIE 


CERTAIN /baund/ adj [not gradable] certain or ex- 
tremely likely to happen © [+ to infinitive] You‘re 
bound to feel nervous about your interview. 


TIED /baund/ adj [not gradable] tied tightly or fas- 
tened © Several of the prisoners had been bound. 


FORCED /baund/ adj having a moral or legal duty 
to do something © She is not legally bound to pay 
the debts, but she has agreed to do it anyway. 


LIMIT /baund/ v [T] to mark or form the limits of © 
The town is bounded on one side by a river. 
boundless /'baun-dlas/ adj seemingly endless or 
unlimited © boundless energy 
bounds /baunz/ p/n limits of an activity or be- 
havior © His desire for political power apparently 
knows no bounds. 
boundary /'baun-dri, -da-ri/ n [C] an edge or 
limit of something © You can camp anywhere inside 
the boundaries of the park. 9 Your work is limited 
only by the boundaries of your imagination. 

DIRECTION /baund/ adj [not gradable] traveling in 
the direction of © She was on a plane bound for 
Fairbanks. © (fig.) These two young musicians are 
bound for success. 

JUMP /baund/ v [I always + adv/prep] to move 
quickly with large, jumping movements © A deer 
bounded across the road. 
bound /baund/ n [C] © With one bound the dog 
was over the fence. 
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bounty REWARD /'baunt-i/ n [C] a sum of 
money paid as a reward © City officials offered a 
bounty for his capture. 


LARGE AMOUNT /'‘baunt-i/ n [C/U] a large amount 
of something, esp. food © [C] | was amazed by the 
bounty of our garden. 
bountiful /‘baunt-1-fal/ adj (of a person) gener- 
ous, or (of a thing) large in amount © This field 
produced a bountiful supply of corn. 


bouquet FLOWERS /bou'ker, bu:-/ n [C] a 
group of flowers that have been attractively ar- 
ranged so that they can be given as a present or 
carried on a formal occasion 


SMELL /bou 'ke1, bu:-/ n[U] the smell of something, 
esp. wine © a fruity bouquet 


bourbon /'b3r-ban/ n [C/U] a type of WHISKEY 
(= strong alcoholic drink) 


bourgeois /‘bur3-wa, bur3'wa/ adj esp. disap- 
proving belonging to or typical of the MIDDLE CLASS 
(= the social group between the rich and the 
poor), esp. in supporting established customs and 
values or in having a strong interest in money and 
possessions O She’s become very bourgeois since she 
left college. 

bourgeoisie /,bur3 ,wa'zi:/ n [U] esp. disapproving 
the social group between the rich and the poor © 
Hirsch’s art is meant to shock the bourgeoisie. 


bout BRIEF PERIOD /baut/ n [C] a brief period of 
illness or involvement in an activity O She had bouts 
of fever as a child. 


SPORTS /baut/ n[C] a boxing or WRESTLING match 


boutique /bu: 'ti:k/ n [C] a small store that sells 
fashionable clothes, shoes, jewelry, etc. 


bovine /'bou-vain/ adj connected with cows, or 
like a cow because of being slow or stupid 


bow BEND /bau/ v[I/T] to bend the head or body 
forward as a way of showing respect, expressing 
thanks, or greeting someone © [T] We knelt and 
bowed our heads in prayer. 
bow /bau/ n[C] © The troupe's artistic director took 
a bow with his dancers at the final curtain last night. 

INSTRUMENT /bou/ n [C] a long, thin piece of 
wood with many hairs stretched between its ends, 
used to play musical instruments that have strings 
© a violin bow 

WEAPON /bou/ n [C] a weapon for shooting ar- 
rows, often used for sport, made of along, narrow 
piece of wood bent into a curve by a string that is 
stretched tightly between its two ends 

SHIP PART /bau/ n [C] the front part of a ship © 
Compare STERN SHIP PART 


KNOT /bou/ n[C] a knot with two curved parts and 
two loose ends, which is used as a decoration or 
to tie shoes 


PHRASAL VERBS with bow 


«bow down to someone to obey someone com- 
pletely O He expects me to bow down to him, but ! 
won't do it. 


«bow out to give up something, or to decide not 
to do something that you were considering doing 
© He said he was bowing out of the race for senator. 
ebow to something to accept something unwill- 
ingly © The company president finally bowed to pres- 
sure and resigned. 


bowel movement n [C] the excretion of 
solid waste from the body 


bowels /'bau-alz, baulz/, bowel /'bau-al, baul/ p/ 
n 1a long tube through which food travels while 
it is being digested after leaving the stomach; IN- 
TESTINES 2 fig. The bowels of something are the 
deepest parts of it: Prisoners were generally confined 
to the bowels of the ship. 


bowl DISH /boul/ n [C] 1 a round container that 
is open at the top and is used esp. to hold liquids 
or other food, or the food it contains © a salad/ 
soup bowl © She eats a bowl of cereal every morning. 
2 A bowl is also the curved, inside part of some- 
thing: a toilet bow! 3 A bowl is also a large, circular 
building used esp. for sports, or a special football 
game played in it after the regular season has 
ended: the Rose Bow! 


ROLL /boul/ v [I/T] to roll a ball along a smooth 
surface during a game, especially in the game of 
BOWLING. © [I] /t’s your turn to bowl. 0 [T] She 
bowled a strike. 
bowling /'bou-l1n/, tenpins n (U] a game in 
which you stand at one end of a long smooth sur- 
face and roll a heavy ball along it to try to knock 
down a group of ten wooden objects arranged in 
a triangle at the other end 


PHRASAL VERB with bowl 


e bowl someone over to surprise and please some- 
one greatly © Braxton burst on the scene in 1993 
and bowled people over with her beauty and talent. 


bowling alley n[C] a building where the sport 
of BOWLING takes place 


bowling ball n (c] a heavy ball with three 
holes for your fingers that is used in the game of 
BOWLING 


bow tie n[C] a special type of TIE (= strip of cloth 
put around a collar) that is tied in the way that you 
tie a shoe 


box CONTAINER /baks/ n [C] 1 a container with 
stiff sides, shaped like a rectangle, or the contents 
of such a container © a cardboard/cereal box 0 a 
box of chocolates (= the container and its contents) 
2 A box is also a small space on a form marked by 
lines in the shape of a square: /f you want to receive 
electronic updates, put a check in the box. 3 A box 
is sometimes a small enclosed place: the jury box 
box /baks/ v [T] to put something in a box © [M] 
Someone from the nursing home must have boxed 
up his clothes. o [M] (fig.) My car was boxed in (= 
blocked) by two other cars, and | couldn't get out. 


FIGHT /baks/ v [I/T] © See at BOXING 


boxcar /'bak-skar/ n [C] a railroad car with slid- 
ing doors and a roof, which is used to carry freight 
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boxer /'bak-sar/ n [C] a type of dog of medium 
size with short, light brown hair and a flat nose 


boxer shorts /'bak-sar'fa:rts/ p/n loosely fit- 
ting men’s underwear that covers the area be- 
tween the waist and the tops of the legs 


boxing /'bak-sin/ n [U] a sport in which two 
competitors fight by hitting each other with their 
closed hands 

box /baks/ v [I/T] to fight someone or be active 
in the sport of boxing © [I/T] I’d like to box him, 
and there's a chance that we will box again in 
Germany. 

boxer /'bak-sar/ n [C] © an amateur boxer 


boxing glove n [C] either of a pair of large, 
thick, hand coverings that are worn for protection 
in the sport of boxing 


boxing ring n[C] a square area surrounded by 
ropes where the sport of boxing takes place 


box office n [Cc] 1 a place in a theater where 
tickets are sold 2 Box office is also the financial 
success or failure of a movie or play measured by 
ticket sales: His last few films have been either box- 
office disappointments or outright flops. 


boy /b21/ n [C] 1 a male child or, more generally, 
a male of any age © Some boys were playing bas- 
ketball in the schoolyard, 2 Boy sometimes means 
son: We have two children — a boy and a girl. 
boyhood /'bai-hud/ n [U] © Much of his boyhood 
(= the time when he was a boy) was spent in 
Europe. 

boyish /'bor-1f/ adj like a boy © She found his boy- 
ish good looks very attractive. 


IDIOM with boy 


e(Oh) boy! used to express excitement or say 
something with emphasis © Boy, that was good 
cake! © Boy, was | mad! 


boycott /'bo1-kat/ v [T] social studies to refuse 
to buy a product or take part in an activity as a 
way of expressing strong disapproval © The union 
called on its members to boycott the meeting. 
boycott /'bar-kat/ n [C] © She organized an eco- 
nomic boycott of the company’s products. 


boyfriend /'bo1-frend/ n [C] a man or boy with 
whom a person is having a romantic relationship 
© Compare GIRLFRIEND 


Boy Scouts p/n an organization for boys that 
encourages them to take part in activities outside 
and to become responsible and independent 
Boy Scout n [C] 


b0OZO/'bou-z0u/ n[C] p!bozos slang a person who 
behaves like a foo! and does not care about others 
© Some bozo on a motorcycle almost ran me over 
just now. 


bra /bra/, brassiere n [C] a piece of women’s un- 
derwear that supports the breasts 


brace PREPARE /breis/ v [T] to prepare yourself 
physically or mentally for something unpleasant © 
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brain 


The weather forecasters told us to brace ourselves for 
a heavy storm. 

SUPPORT /breis/ n [C] something that supports, 
fastens, or strengthens © He was recently fitted with 
a brace for his bad back. 
brace /breis/ v[T] © She braced herself against the 
dresser. 
braces /'brei:saz/ pin 1 a set of wires attached 
to a person’s teeth to move them gradually in or- 
der to straighten them 2 esp. Br Braces are also 
SUSPENDERS. 


bracelet /'brei-slat/ n [C] a piece of jewelry that 
is worn around the wrist or arm O a silver bracelet 


bracket SYMBOL /‘brzek-at/ n [C usually pl] ei- 
ther of a pair of marks [ ], or the information inside 
them, used in a piece of writing to show that what 
is inside these marks should be considered as sepa- 
rate from the main part 
bracket /'braek:at/ v [T] to enclose something in 
brackets O Deleted text is bracketed. 

GROUP /'braek:at/ n [C] a set group with fixed up- 
per and lower limits © Most college students are in 
the 18 to 22 age bracket. O Her new job puts her in 
a higher income/tax bracket. 
bracket /'braek-at/ v [T] to consider something 
as similar to or connected to something else © The 
mayor likes to bracket having more cops with the 
lower crime rate. 


SUPPORT /'‘brzek-at/ n [C] a metal or wood piece, 
usually L-shaped, whose vertical part is fastened to 
a wall and whose horizontal part is used to support 
something, such as a shelf 


brackish /'brzek-1{/ adj (of water) slightly salty 
O As a river approaches the sea, its water becomes 
brackish. 


brag /breeg/ v [I] -gg- to speak with pride, often 

with too much pride, about something you have 
done or something you possess © She was bragging 
about her golf game. © The government has been 
bragging about the good economy. 


braid HAIR /breid/ v [I/T] to join three or more 
lengths of hair or other material by putting them 
over each other in a special pattern © [!/T] My sister 
taught me how to braid (my hair). 

braid /breid/ n [C] © Andrea wears her hair in 
braids. 


CLOTH /breid/ n[U] a thin strip of cloth or twisted 
threads used as decoration esp. in uniforms © gold 
braid 


Braille /breil/ n [U] a system of printing for blind 
people in which each letter is represented as a 
raised pattern that can be read by touching it with 
the fingers 


brain /brein/ n [C] 1 the organ inside the head 
that controls thought, memory, feelings, and 
physical activity © a brain tumor © brain surgery © 
They found fractured ribs, other bone injuries, and 
brain damage. 2 infm! A brain is also a very intelli- 
gent person: We’ve got the best brains in the coun- 
try working on this problem. 
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brainchild 


brainless /'bretn-las/ adj stupid or thoughtless © 
That was a brainless thing to do! 

brains /breinz/ pl n intelligence © An individual 
who has brains and foresight can make a lot of 
money in this business. 

brains /breinz/ n[U] the most intelligent person 
in a group or the one who plans what a group will 
do © He was the brains behind the biggest art theft 
in recent times. 

brainy /‘bret-ni/ adj infm! intelligent © Sarah was 
beautiful and brainy. 


brainchild /‘brein-tJaild/ n[U] something orig- 
inally invented or thought of by someone © The 
encyclopedia was the brainchild of historian John C. 
McCormick. 


brain drain n[C usually sing] the loss of many 
highly skilled and educated people from one coun- 
try to another country 


brainstorm SUGGEST IDEAS /‘brein-sto:rm/ v 
[I/T] to suggest a lot of ideas for a future activity 
very quickly before considering some of them 
more carefully © [I] They brainstormed and mapped 
plans for dealing with problems like affordable hous- 
ing and the budget shortfall. 
brainstorming /'brein sto:r-min/ n [U] © We 
need to do some brainstorming before we get down 
to detailed planning. 

NEW IDEA /'brein-sto:rm/ n[C] infmia sudden, new 
idea that you are enthusiastic about © They got this 
brainstorm that they could make a living by buying 
and selling antiques. 


brainwash /'brein-waf, -wo:f/ v [T] to make 
people believe only what you want them to be- 
lieve by continually telling them that it is true and 
preventing any other information from reaching 
them © Could it be that we’re brainwashed to accept 
these things? 


brake /breik/ n [C] a device that slows or stops 
the movement of a vehicle © anti-lock brakes © He 
saw a deer crossing the road and hit/slammed on 
the brakes (= stopped as quickly as possible). 
brake /bretk/ v [I] © When it’s icy, you have to 
brake gently. 


bramble /‘brzem-bal/ n [C/U] a bush with 
THORNS (= sharp pointed growths) 


bran /brzn/ n[U] the outer covering of grain that 
is separated when making white flour and is valued 
as a food for its FIBER © We had bran muffins for 
breakfast. 


branch TREE PART /brzent{/ n [C] one of the 
parts of a tree that grows out from the main trunk 
and has leaves, flowers, or fruit on it © After the 
storm, the ground was covered with twigs and 
branches. © (fig.) This branch of the river (= lesser 
part that joins the main flow) eventually empties 
into the Atlantic Ocean. 
branch /braentJ/ v [I] © (fig.) We drove down a 
narrow track that branched off from the main road 
(= started from it and went in a different direction). 


PART /braentJ/ n[C] 1 a part of something larger © 
Pediatrics is a branch of medicine (= a subject that 
is part of a larger subject). 2 A branch is one of the 
offices or groups that form part of a large business 
organization: a local branch of the bank 


PHRASAL VERB with branch 


ebranch out to do something that is related to 
what you have done in the past but that takes you 
in a new direction 0 The clothing manufacturer re- 
cently branched out into children’s wear. 


brand PRODUCT /brend/ n[C] a type of product 
made by a particular company © This isn’t my usual 
brand of deodorant. 


JUDGE /brzend/ v [T] to consider or refer to some- 
one as being or having done something bad © 
They branded him as a man without moral con- 
victions. 


MARK /brzend/ v [T] to mark the skin of an animal 
with a particular symbol to show that you own it 
brand /brzend/ n [C] 


brandish /‘bren-dif/ v [T] to wave something 

in the air in a threatening or excited way © He 
looked silly brandishing one of those Star Wars 
lightsabers. 


brand name n [C] the special name a com- 
pany gives to its products or services © All the car 
makers spend heavily to promote their brand names. 
brand-name adj [not gradable] © The brand- 
name airlines (= those whose names are known to 
most people) are slashing their costs to survive and 
compete with low-cost carriers. 


brand-new /'brzn'nu:/ adj [not gradable] 
completely new, esp. not used before © It’s a 
brand-new recipe, and I’ve never tried it before. 


brandy /'bren-di/ n [C/U] a strong alcoholic 
drink, usually made from wine and sometimes fla- 
vored with fruit 


brash /bre{J/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 having a lot of 
energy and the confidence to succeed, and not 
having much respect for others or worrying about 
their feelings © His lawyer was brash, arrogant, and 
egocentric, but he usually won his cases. 2 In fash- 
ion, brash can mean energetic and full of new 
ideas: a designer known for his brash and innovative 
style 


brass METAL /brzs/ n [U] a bright yellow metal 
made from COPPER and ZINC © brass lamps © brass 
door handles 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS /brzs/ adj [not gradable] 
(of a musical instrument) made of a metal tube 
bent into a particular shape and played by blowing 
© The trumpet and the trombone are brass instru- 
ments. © He plays in the brass section of the 
orchestra. 

OFFICERS /brzes/ n [U] high-ranking officers in an 
organization, esp. the military © The Pentagon 
brass went along with the plan but they were not 
happy about it. 


brassiere /bra'zir/ n[C] BRA 
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brassy /'bras-i/ adj having complete confidence 
in yourself, sometimes in a way that shows a lack 
of respect © She was a fearless journalist, bold and 
brassy and never afraid to ask the toughest ques- 
tions. © The show’s musical numbers are big, brassy 
(= loud and showy), and spectacular. 


brat /breet/ n [C] infm! a child who behaves badly 
or one you do not like © My nephew is a little spoiled 
brat. 


bravado /bra'vad-ou/ n [U] a show of bravery, 
esp. when unnecessary and dangerous, to make 
people admire you 


brave /brerv/ adj [-er/-est only] showing no fear 
of dangerous or difficult things © She liked to read 
stories of brave pioneer women who had crossed the 
country in covered wagons. © Of the three organi- 
Zations criticized, only one was brave enough to face 
the press. 
brave /brerv/ v [T] © He braved the anger/wrath 
of his father by quitting law school and becoming an 
artist. 
bravely /'bretv:li/ adv © “The pain isn't so bad,” 
she said bravely. 
bravery /'bret-va-ri/ n [U] © They were awarded 
medals for bravery. 


WORD CHOICES brave : a.” 


A common alternative to “brave” is the word 
courageous. 
She was a courageous woman who never 
complained about her illness. 
It was a courageous decision to leave and 
start a new life in Australia. 
If someone is brave because he or she is not 
afraid of taking risks, you can use the adjectives 
daring or bold. 
He made a daring escape from his kidnappers. 
| wasn’t bold enough to leave my job. 
Someone who is brave because he or she is 
willing to try things that might be dangerous 
can be described as adventurous. 
She’s a very adventurous person and enjoys 
mountain climbing. 
If someone is so brave that people admire what 
he or she has done, the adjective heroic can be 
used. 
He made a heroic attempt to rescue his 
neighbor from the fire. 
The word valiant can be used when someone 
does something that is brave when there is not 
much hope of succeeding. 
He made a valiant attempt to finish the race 
but the pain was too much. 
The adjectives gutsy, plucky, or the phrase 
have guts can be used in informal situations to 
describe someone who Is brave. 
In the movie she plays a gutsy mother of six 
children. 
She's a plucky little girl who refuses to let her 
disability ruin her life. 
| didn’t have the guts to go on my own. 


break 


bravo /'brav-ou, bra'vou/ exclamation an expres- 

sion used to show pleasure and admiration when 
someone, esp. a performer, has done something 
well 


brawl /bro:l/ n [C] a physical fight involving a 
group of people, esp. in a public place © A brawl 
in the cafeteria left the place a mess. 


brawn /bro:n/ n [U] physical strength and big 
muscles © /t is a school where brains are respected 
much more than brawn. 
brawny /'bro:-ni/ adj © He grabbed me with his 
brawny arm. 


bray /bre1/ v [I] to make the loud sound that a 
DONKEY makes 


brazen /'brer-zan/ adj (of something bad) done 
without trying to hide it © a brazen robbery in the 
downtown area 


breach BREAK /bri:t{/ n[C] an act of breaking a 
rule, law, custom, or practice © In a breach of se- 
curity, unauthorized people were able to board the 
plane. 


OPENING /bri:t{/ n[C] an opening ina wall or fence 
or in a line of military defense 
breach /bri:tf/ v [T] © The river breached the 
dams. 


bread /bred/ n [C/U] 1 a basic food made from 
flour, water, and YEAST mixed together and baked 
oO [U] a Slice/loaf of bread 2 slang Bread is also 
money. 

breaded /'bred:ad/ adj [not gradable] (of food) 
covered with bits of dry bread before being 
cooked © breaded chicken breasts 


bread and butter n [U] the way someone 
earns the money needed to live © / do a lot of pho- 
tography, but accounting is my bread and butter. 


bread-and-butter adj [not gradable] of the 
most basic kind and directly relating to most peo- 
ple © Health and education are the sort of bread- 
and-butter issues that people vote on. 


breadth /breté, bred6/ n[U] 1 the distance from 
one side of an object to the opposite side, esp. 
when it is shorter than the distance between the 
object’s other two sides © The length of this box is 
twice its breadth. 2 Breadth is also the range or 
areas of knowledge or ability that someone has: 
The breadth of his knowledge of history was 
impressive. 


breadwinner /'bred ,win-ar/ n[C] the person 
in a family who works to provide the money that 
the family needs to live on © She’s always been the 
breadwinner for her family. 


break DAMAGE /bretk/ v [I/T] past simp. broke, 
past part. broken 1 to separate something suddenly 
or violently into two or more pieces, or to stop 
working by being damaged © [T] / broke a glass in 
the kitchen and have to vacuum it up. © [I] Our 
toaster broke, so we have to get a new one. © [M] 
The police broke the door down to get into the apart- 
ment. 2 If you break a part of your body, you 
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break 


damage a bone which cracks or separates into 
pieces: [T] The top women’s downhill skier broke her 
leg in a freak collision. 3 \f you break a bill of a 
particular amount of money, you exchange it for 
smaller bills whose total equals the amount of your 
bill: [T] Can you break a $50 bill for me? 

break /bretk/ n [C] 1 A break in a water main 
caused a whole section of the city to flood. 2 A break 
in a bone is a place where it has cracked or sepa- 
rated into pieces. 

breakage /'brei-kid3/ n [C/U] 1 the act of dam- 
aging something by breaking it 2 Breakage is also 
the damage caused by breaking something. 


WORD CHOICES break — 


See also: broken 
An informal word that means the same as 
“break” is bust. 

One of the children has busted the DVD 

player. 

If something such as glass breaks into many 
small pieces, you can use the verbs shatter or 
smash. 

The baseball hit the window and shattered it. 

| dropped the vase and it smashed. 
The verb snap is used for something that is thin 
and breaks suddenly into two pieces with a 
cracking sound. 

She bent the ruler and it snapped. 
If someone breaks a small piece off the edge of 
something, the verb chip can be used. 

| chipped the cup when | was putting it away. 
You can use the verb crack when something 
does not separate into pieces but has lines on 
its surface. 

A stone hit the window and cracked it. 
When something has very deep lines in it, or 
breaks into two pieces in a straight line, you 
can use the verb split. 

The wood had split. 
If parts break off something because it is in bad 
condition, the phrasal verb fall apart can be 
used. 

I’ve only had these shoes for a week and 

they’re already falling apart. 
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INTERRUPT /bretk/ v [I/T] past simp. broke, past part. 
broken to interrupt or to stop something for a 
brief period © [I] Let’s continue for another ten min- 
utes and then break for lunch. 
break /breik/ n [C] 1 an interruption, esp. in a 
regular activity, or a short period of rest when food 
or drink is sometimes eaten © a lunch/coffee break 
0 a break in the heat wave 2 A break is also a time 
away from work or school, or a vacation: | went 
skiing in the mountains during spring break (= pe- 
riod in early spring when school classes temporar- 
ily stop). 

END /bretk/ v [I/T] past simp. broke, past part. broken 
to end or change something, or to stop © [I] Cheryl 
found the habit of drinking a lot of coffee hard to 
break. © [T] She broke the record for the 5000 meters 
(= she did better than the record). © [T] They 
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worked hard to break the deadlock in the 


negotiations. 

SEPARATE /breik/ v [I/T] past simp. broke, past part. 
broken to escape or separate from something or 
someone suddenly © [I always + adv/prep] The dog 
broke free and ran into traffic. o [| always + adv/ 
prep] The handle on the teapot just broke off. 

NOT OBEY /breik/ v [T] past simp. broke, past part. 
broken to fail to obey or follow a law, rule, or 
promise © He didn’t know he was breaking the law. 
Oo My daughter got sick and | had to break my 
appointment. 


MAKE KNOWN /brerk/ v [I/T] past simp. broke, past 
part. broken to become known or cause some- 
thing to be known, usually to the public 0 [T] The 
newspaper reporters who broke the story won the 
Pulitzer prize. © [1] People wept when the news broke 
that the plant was closing for good. 
break /bretk/ n [U] © We set out at the break of 
day (= as the sun was rising). 

OPPORTUNITY /breik/ n[C] an opportunity for im- 
proving a situation, esp. one that happens unex- 
pectedly © Getting that first job was a lucky break. 

MOVE /breik/ v [I] (of a wave moving toward land) 
to suddenly change from a rising curl of water, 
sometimes showing white, to a layer that spreads 
out on reaching land 


WORD FAMILY break 


Nouns break 
outbreak 


Adjectives broken 
Verbs break 


IDIOMS with break 


ebreak even to earn enough money to pay for 
expenses, without any profit © We’d have to sell 
2000 copies of the book to break even. 

ebreak someone’s heart to make someone very 
sad 0 It breaks my heart to see him so unhappy. 

e break the ice to do or say something that makes 
people who do not know each other feel more 
comfortable © / tried to break the ice by talking to 
the people next to me about the weather. 

e break the news to tell someone about some im- 
portant new information © The doctor broke the 
news to the family that my grandmother had cancer. 
ebreak with tradition to do something different 
from what is usually done © We decided to break 
with tradition and have fish for Thanksgiving dinner. 


PHRASAL VERBS with break 


e break away to end a relationship or connection 
oO The small radical faction broke away from the in- 
dependence movement. © Related noun: BREAK- 
AWAY 

e break down STOP WORKING to stop working or 
not be successful © Our car broke down on the thru- 
way. O Related noun: BREAKDOWN FAILURE © Re- 
lated adjective: BROKEN-DOWN 

ebreak down BECOME UPSET to become very 
upset © The girl broke down and cried when she 
got a bad grade. © Related noun: BREAKDOWN 
ANXIETY 
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ebreak down something DIVIDE [M] to divide 
something into smaller parts © /t’s easier to handle 
the job if you break it down into several specific as- 
signments. O Related noun: BREAKDOWN DIVISION 
ebreak in someone/something TRAIN [M] to train 
a person to do a new job, to train an animal to 
behave in an obedient way, or to use something 
to make it not as new and more comfortable © We 
will have to break in three new staff members. © I’m 
still breaking in this new pair of running shoes. 
ebreak in ENTER ILLEGALLY to enter a building 
illegally, usually by damaging a door or window, 
esp. for the purpose of stealing something © 
Thieves broke into our office downtown and stole the 
computers. © Related noun: BREAK-IN 

ebreak into something BEGINTO DO to begin 
suddenly to do something © He broke into a run, 
and we couldn’t catch him. 

ebreak into something USE FORCE to force your 
way into something © He’s had his apartment bro- 
ken into twice. 

«break into something BE SUCCESSFUL to begin 
being successful in a particular type of work or ac- 
tivity © Rising from humble beginnings, he succeeded 
in Hollywood, broke into politics, and became 
President. 

ebreak off something [M] to end a relationship © 
The governments broke off diplomatic relations. © 
She returned the ring and they broke off their 
engagement. 

e break out (something) BEGIN to begin, or to be- 
gin using or doing something © A fight almost 
broke out. © | was afraid | was going to break out 
crying. 

ebreak out ESCAPE to escape from a place or a 
situation O Two inmates broke out of prison and are 
still at large. 

e break out SKIN CONDITION to suddenly begin 
to have a RASH (= spots on the skin) © Detergents 
make my hands break out. © | hate it when | break 
out in hives. 

e break through something to force a way through 
something © High waves broke through the barrier 
beach. 

ebreak up (something) DIVIDE [M] to divide 
something into smaller pieces or separate parts © 
The company has been totally broken up. © The ship 
broke up on the reef. © We're breaking up our trip by 
stopping for a few days in Singapore. © Related 
noun: BREAKUP DIVISION 

ebreak up LOSE CONNECTION (of a telephone 
conversation) to become impossible to under- 
stand because the connection is not strong 
enough © He was on the subway when he called and 
started to break up before | could answer. 

ebreak up END RELATIONSHIP [M] to end or 
cause something to end, esp. a personal or busi- 
ness relationship © The meeting didn’t break up until 
about two a.m. O Regional phone companies were 
created when the government broke up the nation- 
wide monopoly. © Related noun: BREAKUP END OF 
RELATIONSHIP 

e break someone up MAKE LAUGH infm/ to cause 
someone to laugh a lot © That show really broke 
me up. 


breast 


ebreak with something/someone to act in a way 
that is different from what happened before or dif- 
ferent from other people © The magazine breaks 
with tradition this week by publishing photographs 
of its contributors. 0 When | came to the Senate, | 
broke with many in my own party to vote for a bal- 
anced budget. 


breakaway /'breik-a,we1/ adj [not gradable] 

independent after leaving another group © a 
breakaway republic/territory © Related verb: BREAK 
AWAY 


breakdown FAILURE /'breik-daun/ n[C] a me- 

chanical failure, or a failure in a system or a rela- 
tionship © There was evidently a breakdown in 
communication leading to the false report. © Their 
car trip was a disaster — they had frequent break- 
downs and never reached their destination. © Re- 
lated verb: BREAK DOWN STOP WORKING 


DIVISION /'breik-daun/ n [C] a division of infor- 
mation into parts that belong together O We need 
a breakdown of the statistics into age groups. © Re- 
lated verb: BREAK DOWN DIVIDE 


ANXIETY /'bretk-daun/ n [C] a condition in which 
you are unable to control thoughts or feelings that 
prevent you from living and working as you usually 
do © It’s about a middle-aged New York cop who is 
having a nervous breakdown. © Related verb: BREAK 
DOWN BECOME UPSET 


breakfast /‘brek-fast/ n [C/U] a meal eaten in 
the morning as the first meal of the day o [U] We 
had scrambled eggs and toast for breakfast. 


break-in n[C] the crime of entering a building 

by damaging a door or window, usually in order 
to steal O After the break-in, we installed a new 
security system. O Related verb: BREAK IN ENTER 
ILLEGALLY 


breaking point n [C] the stage at which you 
lose control over yourself or over a situation © 
We've been working 18 hours a day and we are all 
at the breaking point. 


breakneck /'breik-nek/ adj dangerously fast © 
They were cycling along at breakneck speed. 


breakthrough /'‘bretk-éru:/ n [C] an impor- 
tant discovery or development that helps to solve 
a problem © The Polaroid camera was a technolog- 
ical breakthrough. 


breakup END /'brei-kap/ n[C] the end of a re- 
lationship © The planned breakup of the company 
will give him a less important role. O Related verb: 
BREAK UP END RELATIONSHIP 

DIVISION /'bre1-kap/ n [U] the division of some- 
thing into smaller parts © The breakup of the oil 
tanker caused severe damage to animal and plant 
life. O Related verb: BREAK UP DIVIDE 


breast OF A WOMAN /brest/ n [C] either of the 
two soft, rounded parts of a woman’s chest that 
can produce milk after she has a baby 

OF A BIRD /brest/ n [C/U] the front part of a bird’s 
body © [U] Would you prefer breast of chicken? 
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breast-feed 


breast-feed v [I/T] (of a mother) to feed a baby 
with milk from her breasts 
breast-feeding n [U] © Exclusive breastfeeding 
for at least six months cuts the baby’s chance of de- 
veloping ear infections in half. 


breaststroke /'bres-strouk/ n [U] a way of 
swimming in which both arms are moved together 
forward from your chest under the water and then 
pulled back toward either side 


breath /bree/ n [C/U] the air that you take into 
and let out of your lungs © [C usually sing] She 
drew/took a deep breath. © [U] He seemed a little 
out of breath (= to be breathing too fast). © [C usu- 
ally sing] As he jumped in the pool, he held his breath 
(= delayed releasing the air in his lungs). 
breathe /bri:3/ v [I/T] to take air into the lungs 
and let it out again © [I] He was so choked up with 
emotion that it was hard to breathe. © [T] It was 
great to be outside again and breathe the fresh air. 
breathing /'bri:-d1p/ n (U] © Dora was asleep, 
and | listened to the sound of her deep breathing. 
breather /'bri:-dar/ n (C] a brief rest after a pe- 
riod of work © Let’s take a breather before we finish 
loading the truck. 

breathless /'bre@-las/ adj breathing too fast, and 
therefore unable to get enough air into your lungs 
to be comfortable © She was breathless with 
excitement. 


WORD FAMILY breath 
Nouns breath Adjectives breathless 


Verbs breathe 


breather 
breathing 


IDIOMS with breath 


ea breath of fresh air someone or something that 
makes a situation feel new, different, and exciting 
© The last band was a breath of fresh air in an other- 
wise boring night of music. 

ebreathe easier to be able to relax esp. after a 
difficult or dangerous event O The waves were very 
big, and we all breathed a little easier when we finally 
sailed back to shore. 

e breathe life into to bring new ideas and energy 
to something © The new chef has breathed life into 
the failing French restaurant. 


breathtaking /‘breo ter-kin/ adj extremely 
good, beautiful, or exciting © The violin solo was 
breathtaking. 

breathtakingly /'bre@ ,ter-k1q:li/ adv [not grad- 
able] © breathtakingly beautiful scenery 


breath test n[C] a test in which the police ask 

a driver to blow into a special device to show 
whether the drive has drunk too much alcohol to 
drive 


breeches, britches /'brit{-az/ p/n pants © She 
pulled on her riding breeches and got into her boots. 


breed /bri:d/ n (C] 1 a particular type of animal 
or plant © the different breeds of dogs 2 A breed is 
also a type of person or thing: Authentic blues sing- 


ers are a dying breed (= there are not many of them 
left). 

breed /bri:d/ v [I/T] past bred 1 to keep animals 
or plants for the purpose of producing young ani- 
mals or plants, often for chosen qualities © [T] He 
bred hogs and cows and sold the meat and dairy 
products. 2 When animals breed, they reproduce. 
breeding /'bri:d-1n/ n [U] dated A person who 
has good breeding has been trained in childhood 
to be polite and behave correctly. 


breeder reactor /'bri:d-ar ri:'zek-tar/ n [C] 
physics a type of NUCLEAR REACTOR that produces 
more fuel than it uses 


breeding ground pn [C] a place or condition 

that produces or causes a lot of something, esp. 
something bad © Poverty is a breeding ground for 
crime. 


breeze WIND /bri:z/ n[C] a light wind © He sat 
in the sun, enjoying the gentle sea breeze. 
breezy /'bri:-zi/ adj © It was a sunny, breezy day, 
just right for sailing. 

WALK /bri:z/ v [| always + adv/prep] infmi to walk 
somewhere quickly and confidently © Twenty min- 
utes into the lecture she just breezed in and took a 
seat in the front row. 
breezy /'bri:-zi/ adj [-er/-est only] infm! quick, in- 
formal, and confident © She revolutionized fashion 
reporting with her breezy style. 


SOMETHING EASY /bri:z/ n [C usually sing] infm! 
something that is easy to do © The entrance exam 
turned out to be a breeze. 
breeze /bri:z/ v [I always + adv/prep] infm/ to 
achieve something easily © She breezed to victories 
in the 100 and 200 meters. 0 He breezed through 
four years of Latin. 


brethren /'breé-ran/ p/n fmi (used as a form of 
address to members of an organization or religious 
group) brothers 


brevity /‘brev-at-i/ n[U] 1 the use of few words 
© The essays were written with admirable brevity. 2 
Brevity can also mean a short time: the brevity of 
life 


brew /bru:/ v[I/T] 1 (of tea or coffee) to become 
stronger in taste in the container in which it is 
made, or to make a hot drink or beer © [T] He’s 
working a new way to brew the perfect cup of coffee. 
2 If something bad is brewing, it is about to start: 
[I] / felt that trouble was brewing. 
brew /bru:/ n[C] beer or another drink made by 
brewing 
brewery /'bru:-a-ri/ n[C] a company that makes 
beer or a place where beer is made 


bribe /bratb/ n [C] the act of giving someone 
money or something else of value, often illegally, 
to persuade that person to do something you want 
© Congressmen have been accused of accepting 
bribes to pass bills favoring particular companies. 
bribe /bratb/ v [T] © He was accused of bribing a 
building inspector. 
bribery /'brat-ba-ri/ n [U] © Charges of bribery 
and official corruption were made. 
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bric-a-brac /‘brik-9,braek/ n [U] small, deco- 
rative objects of various types and of no great 
value 


brick /brik/ n[C] a rectangular block of hard ma- 
terial used for building walls and houses 


brick wall n [Cc usually sing] something that 
prevents you from doing something © Even the 
best writers hit a brick wall sometimes and can’t 
make a story work. 


bricklayer /‘brik ler-ar/ n [C] a person whose 
job is building walls or buildings using bricks 


bride /brard/ n [C] a woman who is about to get 
married or just got married © The bride and groom 
wrote their own wedding vows. 
bridal /'braid-9l/ adj [not gradable] of a woman 
about to be married, or of a wedding © a bridal 
gown 


bridegroom /'braid-gru:m, -grum/ n [C] a 
GROOM MAN 


bridesmaid /'braidz-meid/ n [C] a girl or 
woman, usually not married, who takes part in a 
wedding and helps the woman who is getting 
married 


bridge LARGE STRUCTURE /brid3/ n[C] a struc- 
ture that is built over a river, road, or railroad to 
allow people and vehicles to cross from one side 
to the other © We drove across the bridge from 
Brooklyn to Manhattan. 
bridge /brid3/ v [T] 1 The shopping complex 
bridges a highway. 2 \f a difference is bridged, it is 
made smaller: Swing music bridged the gap between 
popular and classical music. 

NOSE /brid3/ n[C usually sing] the top part of the 
nose, between the eyes, or the piece on a pair of 
glasses that is supported by the top part of the 
nose © He rubbed the bridge of his nose. 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT /brid3/ n [C] a small piece 
of wood on a musical instrument, such as a guitar 
or VIOLIN, over which strings are stretched 

TEETH /brid3/, bridgework /'brid3-wa3rk/ n [C] a 
piece of material that keeps artificial teeth in place 
by being fastened to the natural teeth 

PART OF A SHIP /brid3/ n [C] the raised part of a 
ship on which the CAPTAIN and other officers stand 
and from where they control the movement of the 
ship 

GAME /brid3/ n [U] a card game for four players 
who play in two pairs and try to win the cards they 
say they will win 

bridle LEATHER STRAPS /‘braid-4I/ n [C] a set of 
leather straps that are put around a horse’s head 
to allow its rider to control it 

SHOW ANGER /'brard-°l/ v [I] to show annoyance 
or anger © Homeowners bridled at the new 
regulations. 


brief © SHORT IN TIME /bri:f/ adj [-er/-est only] 
lasting only a short time or containing few words 
© Rory had a brief career as an actor. 


brim 


briefly © /'bri:-fli/ adv for a short time or using 
few words © We chatted briefly about the weather. 


GIVE INSTRUCTIONS /bri:f/ v [T] to give someone 
instructions or information about what to do or say 
© He is briefing the account executives on the new 
airline accounts. O Compare DEBRIEF 
briefing @ /'bri:-fiq/ n [C] information that is 
given to someone just before the person does 
something, or a meeting where information is 
given © He discussed the report at a White House 
briefing on Tuesday. 


briefcase /'bri:f-ke1s/ n[C] a usually flat, rectan- 
gular container, used esp. for carrying business 
papers 


briefs /bri:fs/ p! n underwear worn by men and 
women which covers the area between the waist 
and the tops of the legs 


brigade /bri'geid/ n[C] one of the groups into 

which an army is divided, consisting of two or 
more BATTALIONS, or a group of people who are 
organized to perform a particular job © A brigade 
of volunteers campaigned for his election. 


bright UGHT /brart/ adj [-er/-est only] full_of- 
light, or shining © the bright lights of downtown 
brighten /'brait-8n/ v [I/T] © [I] The lights 
dimmed, then brightened. © [M] Betty painted the 
room white to brighten it up. 
brights /bratts/ pl na car’s HEADLIGHTS (= the 
powerful lights at the front) when they are on full 
power 
brightly /'brart-li/ adv © a brightly lit room 
brightness /'brait-nas/ n[U] © The brightness of 
the summer day made him blink. 
COLOR /brait/ adj [-er/-est only] strong in color O a 
bright green hat 
brightly /'brait-li/ adv © brightly colored dresses 
INTELLIGENT /brait/ adj [-er/-est only] (of a person) 
intelligent and quick to learn © He’s a bright, well- 
organized guy. O She was full of bright ideas. 
HAPPY /brait/ adj full of hope or happiness © He has 
a bright future ahead of him. 
brighten /'‘brait-®n/ v [!/T] © [T] Her presence 
brightens my days. © [|] Anna’s face brightened at 
the thought of a vacation. 
brightly /'brart-li/ adv © "I’m leaving,” Consuela 
said brightly. 


bright side n [C usually sing] the advantages 
or good characteristics of a situation © On the 
bright side, the team has nowhere to go but up. 


brilliant INTELLIGENT /'bril-jant/ adj extremely 
intelligent or highly skilled © a brilliant plan Oo Arm- 
strong was one of the most brilliant musicians in jazz. 
brilliantly /‘bril-jant-li/ advo Randy runs his com- 

pany brilliantly. 

rillhartee /‘bril-jans/ n [U] © Few people want to 
hear about your child's brilliance. 

SHINING /‘bril-jant/ adj full of light, shining, or 
bright in color © The sky was a brilliant blue. 
brilliance /'bril-jans/ n [U] © the sun’s brilliance 


brim TOP /brim/ n [C] the very top edge of a 
container © He filled his cup to the brim. 
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C 


brine 


brim /brim/ v [I] -mm- to fill or be full to the top 
O Her eyes brimmed with tears. © (fig.) She’s brim- 
ming with confidence. 

PART OF HAT /brim/ n[C usually sing] the bottom 
part of a hat that sticks out O He pulled the brim of 
his hat down over his eyes. O Compare CROWN TOP 
PART 


brine /bratn/ n [U] water with salt in it 


bring TAKE /brin/ v [T] past brought to take or 
carry someone or something to a place or a per- 
son, or in the direction of the person speaking © 
Bring me that book/Bring that book to me. © | 
brought my daughter to the office. 0 [M] Next time 
you come, bring your boyfriend along. © [M] It 
started raining, so | brought in the laundry. © This 
broadcast was brought to you (= paid for) by Pow- 
dermilk Biscuits. 


USAGE 
bring or take? 
Bring means move someone or something to- 


ward the speaker or toward the place where 
you are now. 


Did you bring me any food? 
I’ve brought you a birthday present. 
Take is used to talk about moving someone or 
something away from the speaker or the place 
where you are now. 
Don't forget to take your umbrella with you 
when you leave. 


so4 7) =” ete’ * BS 


CAUSE /brin/ v[T] past brought to cause, result in, 
or produce a state © The rain brought some relief 
from this heat. 0 The explosion brought the building 
crashing to the ground. © What brings you here? o 
Prosecutors brought charges against the program's 
director. © Funding cuts brought an end to the pro- 
ject. © Wicks brought her to the attention of a movie 
producer. 


FORCE /brin/ v [T] past brought to make yourself 
do something that you do not want to do 0 / 
couldn’t bring myself to disappoint her. 


IDIOMS with bring 


ebring someone/something into line (with some- 
one/something) to force someone or something to 
be similar or of the same standard as someone or 
something else O Teachers say the raises would bring 
their salaries into line with other public workers. 
«bring to light to cause something to be known 
© Her research has brought to light new information 
about Jefferson’s early life. 

ebring to mind to make you remember some- 
thing © That music brings to mind our first date. 
ebring something to the table to provide some- 
thing that will be a benefit © Clarkson was the right 
person to hire — she brings a lot of experience and 
some important skills to the table. 


PHRASAL VERBS with bring 


ebring about something [M] to cause something 
to happen © Harold’s working to bring about 
changes in the industry. 
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ebring someone around PERSUADE to persuade 
someone to have the same opinion as you have © 
She tried to bring them around to accepting a 
settlement. 

ebring someone around MAKE CONSCIOUS to 
make someone become conscious again after be- 
ing unconscious © Medics tried to bring him around. 
ebring back something DO AGAIN [M] to cause 
something to come into use or popularity again © 
He’s planning to bring back disco music. 

ebring back something THINK OF AGAIN [M] to 
cause something to be thought about © That music 
always brings back happy memories. 

e bring down someone MAKE POWERLESS [M] to 
cause someone to lose power © An economic crisis 
could bring down the government. 

ebring down something MAKE LESS [M] to cause 
something to become less 0 Drugs can bring your 
blood pressure down. 

ebring forth something to cause something to 
happen or be seen or known © Maddie brought 
forth a new line of clothes. 

ebring forward something MAKE KNOWN [MM] to 
make something known 0 Several accusations have 
been brought forward. 

ebring forward something MAKE EARLIER [M] to 
change the schedule of something so that it hap- 
pens earlier © He agreed to bring forward deadlines 
for reducing phosphates in the lake. 

ebring in something to earn money © She brings 
in about $600 a week. 

ebring off something [M] to succeed in doing 
something difficult © Terry brought off the presen- 
tation without a hitch. 

ebring on something [M] to cause something to 
happen, esp. something bad © | think the loud mu- 
sic brought my headache on. 

ebring out something PRODUCE A QUALITY [M] 
to produce a particular quality © Sometimes a crisis 
brings out the best in people. © The right lighting can 
bring out the beauty in a room. 

¢bring out something PRODUCE FOR SALE [M] to 
produce something for people to buy © The 
greeting-card company is bringing out a new line of 
Mother’s Day cards. 

ebring up someone CARE FOR [M] to care for a 
child until it is an adult © An aunt brought him up. 
© He was brought up on jazz (= experienced it a lot 
as a child). 

ebring up something TALK [M] to talk about 
something © | hate to bring up business at lunch. 


brink /brink/ n[U] the edge of a cliff or other high 
area, or the point at which something good or bad 
will happen © The company was on the brink of 
collapse. 


brinksmanship /‘brigk-sman , fip/ n [U] poli- 
tics & government taking a dangerous political 
situation as far as it will go without failure 


briquette, briquet /bri'ket/ n[C] a small block 
made from coal dust or CHARCOAL, used as fuel in 
a fire 


brisk /brisk/ adj [-er/-est only] quick, energetic, 
and active 0 / took a brisk walk. O Business has been 
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brisk lately. © A brisk (= cold but pleasant) wind blew 
across the field. 

briskly /'bris-kli/ adv © She moved briskly toward 
the car. 


bristle /'‘bris-al/ n [C/U] a short, stiff hair o [C 
usually pl] The old brush had lost most of its bristles. 
bristle /'bris-al/ v [I] (of hairs) to stand up be- 
cause of fear or anger, or (of people) to show anger 
© The cat’s fur bristled. © She bristles at injustice. 
bristly /‘bris-li/ adj © a bristly chin 


Brit /brit/ adj short form of BRITISH 
britches /'brit{-9z/ pi n BREECHES 


British /‘brit-1f/, short form Brit adj of or coming 
from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 
British /'brit-1f/ pl n people from Great Britain 


British English n [UJ the English language as 
it spoken and written in England 


Briton /‘brit-2n/ n [C] a person from Great 
Britain 


brittle /'brit-®l/ adj delicate and easily broken © 
As you get older your bones become increasingly 
brittle. 


bro /brou/ n [C] pi bros abbreviation for BROTHER 


broach /brout{/ v [T] to begin a discussion of 
something difficult © He hopes they will sponsor the 
poetry event, but he hasn’t broached the subject with 
them yet. 


broad WIDE /bro:d/ adj [-er/-est only] very wide 
© He flashed a broad grin at us. 
broaden /'bro:d-®n/ v [I/T] to become wider, or 
to cause something to be wider © [T] They are 
broadening the road to speed up the flow of traffic. 


GENERAL /bro:d/ adj including many types of 
things; general © The magazine covers a broad 
range of subjects. © He explained it in very broad 
terms. 
broaden /'bro:d-®n/ v [T] to increase the range 
of something © Going to college will broaden your 
interests. 
broadly /'bro:d-li/ adv © Broadly speaking, there 
are five artistic categories within the Western tra- 
dition. 


IDIOM with broad 


ein broad daylight when anyone could see what 
is happening © We never expected coyotes to come 
into our yard in broad daylight. 


broadband /'bro:d-bzend/ n [U] a fast INTER- 
NET connection that does not use telephone lines 
oO Starbucks has entered deals that will deliver wire- 
less broadband access in its cafes. 


broadcast /'bro:d-kzst/ v past broadcast, 
broadcasted to send out sound or pictures that 
are carried over distances using radio waves © [T] 
The game will be broadcast live on ESPN. © [T] (fig.) 
(infml) Please don’t broadcast (= tell everyone) that 
I’m having an operation. 
broadcast /'bro:d-kest/ n [C] © a television 
broadcast 
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broken 


broadcaster /‘bro:d,kzes-tar/ n [C] a person 
who presents discussions or information on radio 
or television, or the owner of a radio or television 
station 

broadcasting /'bro:d ,kaes-tin/ n [U] © He’s look- 
ing for a job in broadcasting. 


broad-minded adj willing to accept behavior 
or beliefs that are different from your own 


broadside ATTACK /'bro:d-said/ n[C] a strong 
written or spoken attack © Republicans launched 
another broadside at the president. 


ON THE SIDE /'bro:d-said/ adv [not gradable] on or 
from the side © Her car was struck broadside by a 
truck. 


Broadway /'bro:d-wei/ n [U] a street in the en- 
tertainment section of New York City where there 
are many theaters, or the theater in this area 0 a 
Broadway play/musical © Tyler hopes to be on Broad- 
way one day (= performing there). 


brocade /brou'keid/ n [U] heavy, decorative 
cloth with a raised design often of gold or silver 
threads 


broccoli /‘brak-li/ n [U] a vegetable with a thick, 
green stem and a dense, green top 


brochure /brou 'fur/ n[C] a type of small mag- 
azine that contains pictures and information on a 
product or a company © travel brochures 


brogue /broug/ n [C usually sing] an Irish or 
Scottish way of speaking English © She spoke with 
a soft brogue. 


broil /broil/ v[T] to cook something with the heat 
coming from directly above or below it © Broil the 
steak for five minutes. 
broiler /‘brot-lar/ n [C] 1 a part of a stove in 
which food can be cooked directly under or over 
the heat 2 A broiler is also a young chicken. 


broke BREAK /brouk/ past simple of BREAK 
POOR /brouk/ adj infm! without money © | can’t go 
to the movies — I’m flat broke. © Is Social Security 
going broke (= changing to a condition in which it 
has no money)? 


broken BREAK /'brou-kan/ past participle of 
BREAK 
DAMAGED /'brou-kan/ adj [not gradable] dam- 
aged, or no longer able to work © My camera is 
broken. 


WORD CHOICES broken _ 


If a piece of equipment is broken (not working 
properly), you can use adjectives such as dead, 
defunct, or, informally, busted. 
You won't be able to watch the game, the 
TV’s busted. 
The phone’s dead; there must be a problem 
with the line. 
If a piece of equipment or machinery in a pub- 
lic place is broken, you can Say that it is out of 
order. 
The coffee machine was out of order. 


WP. 


> 
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broken-down 


If a piece of equipment has broken, in informal 
situations you can use the expression have had 


>: 


INTERRUPTED /'brou-kan/ adj interrupted or not 
continuous © a broken line © He spoke very broken 
English. 

DISCOURAGED /'brou-kan/ adj extremely discour- 
aged or sad © After his wife’s death, he seemed to 
be a broken man. © My mom said my uncle had a 
broken heart (= was sad because a romance had 
ended). 

ENDED /'brou-kan/ adj [not gradable] destroyed or 
ended © He overcame a string of broken dreams to 
become a success. © She comes from a broken home 
(= the parents no longer live together). 

NOT KEPT /'brou-kan/ adj [not gradable] (of a law, 
rule, Or promise) disobeyed or not kept © a broken 
promise 


broken-down adj in bad condition or not 
working © a broken-down car O Related verb: BREAK 
DOWN STOP WORKING 


broken-hearted adj extremely unhappy 
about the failure or end of something 


broker /‘brou-kar/ n [C] a person who acts for 
or represents another in the buying and selling of 
shares in Companies or protection against risk, or 
who arranges for the lending of money © | told my 
broker to sell the stock. 
broker /'brou-kar/ v [T] © He brokered a deal to 
buy the company. 


bromine /‘brou ,mi:n, -main/, symbol Br chem- 
istry an element that exists in nature as a poison- 
ous liquid and gives off VAPOR (= gas) that causes 
uncomfortable physical reactions 


bronchitis /bran'kart-as/ n [U] an illness in 
which the air passages between the WINDPIPE (= 
tube in the throat) and the lungs become infected 
and swollen, resulting in coughing and difficulty 
in breathing 


bronco /'bran-kou/ n[C] p! broncos a wild horse 
of the western US 


bronze /branz/ n [C/U] hard, bright brown 
metal made of COPPER and TIN, or a statue made 
of this metal 
bronzed /branzd/ adj covered in bronze, or 
brown esp. from having been in the sun © bronzed 
baby shoes © bronzed skin 


bronze medial n[C] a disk-shaped prize made 

of or covered with BRONZE that is given to a person 
or team that is third in a competition © Compare 
GOLD MEDAL; SILVER MEDAL 


brooch /brout{, bru:tf/ n [C] a small piece of 
jewelry with a pin at the back that is fastened to a 
woman’s clothing 


brood GRouP /bru:d/ n [C] a group of young 
birds all born at the same time, or infm/ a person’s 


The kettle’s had it so you'll have to boil a pan 
of water. 
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children © (infmf) | moved in with Annie and her 
brood. 

THINK /bru:d/ v [I] to think silently for a long time 
about things that make you sad, worried, or angry 
© He brooded over the insult. 
brooding /'bru:d-in/ adj © Her films have a 
brooding atmosphere. 


brook streAM /bruk/ n [C] a small stream 0 A 
brook runs past the house. 


ALLOW /bruk/ v [T] to allow or accept something, 
esp. a difference of opinion or intention © She 
won't brook any criticism of her work. 


broom /bru:m, brum/ n [C] a brush with a long 
handle, used for cleaning the floor © / use that 
broom to sweep the kitchen floor. 


broomstick /‘bru:m-stik, 'brum-/ n [C] the 
long handle of a BROOM 


broth /bro:6/ n [U] p/ broths a thin soup, often 
with vegetables or rice in it, usually made with the 
liquid in which meat bones have been boiled 


brothel /'brae-al, ‘bro:-dal/ n [C] a place where 
men go and pay to have sex with PROSTITUTES 


brother MALE PERSON /'brad-ar/ n[C] Tamale 
who has the same parents as another person © an 
older/younger brother 2 A brother is also a member 
of the same race, church, religious group, or or- 
ganization: a fraternity brother 3 Brother may be 
used by a man to address another man: Hey, 
brother, can you spare a quarter? 
brother-in-law /'brad-a-ran,l>:/ n [C] p/ broth- 
ers-in-law the husband of someone’s sister, or the 
brother of someone’s wife or husband, or the hus- 
band of the sister of someone’s wife or husband 
brotherly /'braé-ar-li/ adv like or characteristic 
of a brother © brotherly advice 

EXCLAMATION /'bradé-ar, ‘bra'd3r/ exclamation 
used to express annoyance or surprise © Oh, 
brother, are we in a mess now! 


WORD FAMILY brother 


Nouns brother 
brotherhood 
brother-in-law 


Adjectives brotherly 


brotherhood /'brad-ar hud/ n[U] 1 a feeling 

of shared interests and support among men, or 
more generally, among all humans 2 A brother- 
hood is also the membership of an organization of 
men, or the organization itself. 


brought /bro:t/ past simple and past participle of 
BRING 


brouhaha /'bru: ,ha: ,ha:/ n [U] a situation that 
Causes upset, anger, or confusion © There was a big 
brouhaha when the town council decided to close the 
park. 


brow /brau/ n [C] 1 the FOREHEAD (= the face 
above the eyes) O He wiped the sweat from his brow. 
2 A brow is also an EYEBROW. 


browbeat /'brau-bi:t/ v[T] past simp. browbeat, 
past part. browbeaten to ask or demand continu- 
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B.S. 


ally that someone do something © He objected that 
McDonald was browbeating the witness. 


brown COLOR /braun/ adj, n[C/U] (of) the color 
of chocolate or earth © a brown suit 
brown /braun/ v [T] © First brown the meat and 
then cook it slowly. 

PERSON /braun/ n [C] a person with brown skin 
brown adj [-er/-est only] 


brownie /'brau-ni/ n[C] a small, square, choco- 
late cake, often containing nuts 


brownie points p/n humorous approval for 
something helpful you have done © / earned some 
Brownie points for washing the car. 


Brownies /'brau-ni:z/ p! n [U] the level of the 
GIRL SCOUTS for girls 6 to 8 years old 

Brownie /'brou-:ni/ n [C] a member of the 
Brownies 


brownstone /'braun-stoun/ n[C] a city house 
with its front built of a red-brown stone 


browse /brauz/ v [I/T] to look at or through 
something to see what is there © [I] | browsed in a 
bookstore until she showed up. © [T] You can browse 
the library’s computerized card catalog. 
browser /'brau-zar/ n[C] a special type of com- 
puter program that lets you use the INTERNET 


bruise /bru:z/ n [C] a place on a person’s skin 
that is darker from bleeding under the skin, usually 
from an injury © My little boy fell off his bike and has 
a bad bruise on his shoulder. 
brutse /bru:z/ v [T] © He crashed into a table and 
bruised his shin. 


brunch /brants/ n [C] a meal sometimes eaten 
in the late morning that combines breakfast and 
lunch 


brunette /bru: 'net/ n [C] a woman or girl with 
dark hair 


brunt IDIOM /brant/ 
ethe brunt of something the worst problems 
caused by something © He claimed that the middle 
class would bear the brunt of the tax increase. 


brush TOOL /braJ/n[C] 1 any of various utensils 
consisting of hairs or fibers arranged in rows or 
grouped together, attached to a handle, and used 
for smoothing the hair, cleaning things, painting, 
etc. 0 | need a better brush for my hair. 2 Brush is 
often used as a combining form: hairbrush © tooth- 
brush O paintbrush 
brush /braj/ v [T] 1 to remove or improve the 
appearance of something using your hand or a 
brush © She brushed a strand of hair from her face. 
© She brushed her hair. 2 To brush your teeth is to 
clean them using a small brush and TOOTHPASTE. 

TOUCH /braf/ v [I/T] to touch something lightly © 
[T] A warm gust of wind brushed my cheek. © [l] The 
cat brushed against my leg. 
brush /braj/ n[C usually sing] 1 The flower’s scent 
is unleashed by the brush of a hand. 2 A brush with 
something or someone is a close and usually un- 


pleasant meeting: The subway system has survived 
several brushes with bankruptcy. 

BUSHES /braj/ n [U] low, dense bushes that grow 
on open land © The river banks were covered with 
brush. 


PHRASAL VERBS with brush 


ebrush aside something/someone [M] to refuse to 
give importance to an opinion or request, or to 
someone who expresses one © Duke brushed aside 
suggestions that his campaign was finished. 
ebrush yourself off REMOVE DIRT to remove dirt 
from your clothes with your hands © He rose slowly 
and brushed himself off. 

ebrush off something CLEAN [M] to clean some- 
thing or make it neat by rubbing your hand over 
it 0 She stood up and brushed off her skirt. 

ebrush off someone/something NOT CONSIDER 
[M] to refuse to consider what someone says, or 
to not admit that something may be true or im- 
portant © The committee chairman brushed her off 
when she tried to raise the issue. O Ehrlich brushes 
off suggestions that he’s spending taxpayer dollars 
for campaign ads. O Related noun: BRUSHOFF 
ebrush up on something to improve your knowl- 
edge of something already learned but partly for- 
gotten © You'd better brush up on your French before 
going to Paris. 


brushoff /'braj-2:f/ n [U] the act of refusing to 
listen to or talk to someone © She called to complain 
but got the brushoff from the store manager. © Re- 
lated verb: BRUSH OFF 


brusque /brask/ adj quick and direct in manner 

or speech, and often not polite © As the president's 
chief of staff, he offended many with his brusque 
manner. 


Brussels sprouts /bras-al'sprauts/ pi na 
green vegetable like very small CABBAGES 


brutal /'bru:t-l/ adj 1 cruel and violent © The 
attacks on the crew were quite brutal. 2 fig. Brutal 
can also mean unpleasant or difficult: The weather 
was brutal — hot and humid. 3 Brutal can also mean 
plain and direct, without worrying about anyone’s 
feelings: She spoke with brutal honesty about his 
behavior. 
brutally /'bru:t-4l-i/ adv © He was brutally beaten. 
© She’s being brutally honest. 
brutality /bru: 'teel-at-i/ n [C/U] an act or behav- 
ior that is cruel and violent © [U] The movie's bru- 
tality is often hard to watch. 
brutalize /'bru:t-l ,a1z/ v [T] to act cruelly and 
violently toward someone © As a society we bru- 
talize ourselves when we hurt our own members. 


brute /bru:t/ n [C] 1 a person who is offensive 
and rude, and often violent © Historians have por- 
trayed him as a brute who won only because of su- 
perior troop strength. 2 A brute is also a large, 
strong animal. 3 If something is done with brute 
force, it is done with a great amount of force: They 
had to use brute force to knock down the door. ° 


B.S. n [C] abbreviation for Bachelor of Science (= a 
first college degree in a science). © Compare B.A. 
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bubble 


bubble /'bab-al/ n [C] a ball of air in a liquid or 
On its surface, or in the air 0 When water begins to 
boil, small bubbles form around the edge of the pot. 
bubble /'bab-al/ v [I] © The water in the pot began 
to bubble. © (fig.) We were bubbling with excitement 
as we watched the Olympic flame being lit. 
bubbly /'bab-li/ adj 1 filled with bubbles 2 Bub- 
bly also means very energetic and pleasant: a bub- 
bly personality 


PHRASAL VERB with bubble 


ebubble up to rise to the surface or become ob- 
vious © She laughs, a tinkling musical child’s laugh, 
bubbling up out of her. 0 Interesting ideas about edu- 
cation and healthcare are bubbling up all over the 
country. 


bubble gum n[C] CHEWING GUM that you can 
blow into the shape of a ball 


buck MONEY /bak/ n[C] infmi a DOLLAR © It cost 
me ten bucks. 


ANIMAL /bak/ n [C] a male deer © Compare DOE 


JUMP /bak/ v [I] (esp. of a horse) to jump into the 
air with the head down and the back arched © The 
horse bucked every time he got in the saddle. 


OPPOSE /bak/ v[T] to oppose or refuse to go along 
with something © As a designer, she bucked the 
trend and succeeded with her own original ideas. 


bucket /'bak-at/ n [C] a container with an open 
top and a handle, or the amount such a container 
will hold © a bucket of water 
buckets /'bak-ats/ p/n infmia great amount; a lot 
© The rain came down in buckets. 


buckle FASTENER /'bak-al/ n[C] a fastener for a 
belt © a silver buckle 
buckle /'bak-al/ v [I/T] © [T] Please buckle your 
seat belts. 


BEND /'bak-al/ v[I/T] 1 to bend or become uneven, 
often as a result of force, heat, or weakness © [I] 
After eight hours of hiking, our knees were beginning 
to buckle. 2 Someone who buckles or buckles un- 
der gives in to something, such as pressure or op- 
position: [I] The judge threatened her with jail, but 
she refused to buckle and would not say where she 
got the information. 


PHRASAL VERBS with buckle 


¢buckle down to start working hard © He’ll have 
to buckle down if he expects to pass the course. 
ebuckle up to fasten your SEAT BELT (= belt at- 
tached to a seat) O We believe in safe driving, buck- 
ling up, and observing the speed limit. 


bud /bad/ n [C] the part of a plant that develops 
into a flower or leaf 
bud /bad/ v [I] -dd- 0 In early spring the trees begin 
to bud. 
budding /'bad-1n/ adj growing or developing © 
The high school jazz group included a number of 
budding musicians. 


Buddha /'bu:d-a, ‘bud-3/ n [U] a religious 
leader who lived in India about 2500 years ago, 
and whose teachings led to the development of 
Buddhism 


Buddhism /'bu:d ,1z-am, 'bud-/ n[U] areligion 
that originally comes from India and teaches that 
improvement of the spirit will bring an end to per- 
sonal confusion and suffering 
Buddhist /‘bu:d-ast, 'bud-/ n [C] a follower of 
Buddhism 
Buddhist /'bu:d-ast, 'bud-/ adj [not gradable] o 
Buddhist monasteries 


buddy /'bad-i/ n[C] infmia close friend 0 We were 
great buddies and did many things together. 


budge /bad3/ v [I/T] to move or cause someone 
or something to move © [I] The demonstrators 
would not budge from the governor's office. © [T] We 
tried to open a window but couldn’t budge any of 
them. 


budget FINANCIAL PLAN /'bad3-at/ n[C] 1 a fi- 
nancial plan that lists expected expenses and in- 
come during a particular period © Congress voted 
more funds for the defense budget. 2 A balanced 
budget is a financial plan in which expenses are 
no greater than income. 

budget /'bad3-at/ v [I/T] 1 to plan to spend 
money for a particular purpose © [T] They budgeted 
$6000 for property taxes this year. 2 To budget is 
also to plan how to use something of which you 
have a limited supply: [T] You will have to learn how 
to budget your time to get all your work done. 
budgetary /'bad3-9,ter-i/ adj [not gradable] © 
In this day and age of budgetary constraints who is 
going to pay for all of this? 

budget deficit n [C] politics & government 
The difference between a government's income 
and how much it spends. 

CHEAP /'bad3-at/ adj [not gradable] low in price; 
cheap © Budget airlines have forced major airlines to 
lower some of their prices. 


buff MAKE SHINE /baf/ v[T] to rub a surface with 
a soft material to make it shine © First you apply the 
wax to the floor, let it dry, and then buff it. 


PERSON /baf/ n [C] infmi a person who is very in- 
terested in a subject and knows a lot about it 0 a 
history/movie buff 


STRONG /baf/ adj infmi having a strong, healthy 
body with well-developed muscles © During her 
stage show, the lithe, buff artist dances through two 
hours of 26 songs and 9 costume changes. 


buffalo /'baf-a,lou/ n [C] p! buffaloes, buffalo 

any of various large animals of the cattle family 
found in Africa, Asia, and North America © The 
huge herds of buffalo on the Great Plains of the west 
were hunted almost to extinction. 


buffer /'baf-ar/ n [C] something that helps pro- 
tect from harm © [C] Some people buy stocks as a 
buffer against inflation. 


buffer zone n [C] an area of land that sepa- 
rates two other areas and that is designed to pre- 
vent fighting or harm coming to something © 
There is a buffer zone between the wildlife sanctuary 
and the area where people live. 


buffet MEAL /ba'fer, bu: 'fer/n[C] a meal where 
people serve themselves food that is arranged on 
a table © Will it be a buffet or a sit-down meal? 


ze bat | a hot | a1 bite | av house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


HIT /‘baf-at/ v [T] to hit something or someone re- 
peatedly and, usually, hard © Many fierce storms 
had buffeted the coast before, but this one was worse 
than usual. 


buffoon /ba'fu:n/ n[C] a person who does silly 
things, sometimes intentionally, that make other 
people laugh © He was not the buffoon that people 
said he was. 


bug INSECT /bag/ n [C] 1 an insect © Some tiny 
white bugs had eaten the leaves of my house plants. 
2 A bug is also a small organism that causes an 
illness: The flu bug ts going around, and almost ev- 
eryone is sick. 
buggy /'bag:i/ adj full of annoying bugs © It’s too 
buggy to eat outside this time of year. 

FAULT /bag/ n[C] a mistake or problem in the way 
something works © He said they had eliminated all 
the bugs in the software, and we hoped this was true. 

DEVICE /bag/ n[C] a small device that is easily hid- 
den, used to record people’s conversations with- 
out their knowledge 
bug /bag/ v [T] -gg- © She suspected that her 
phone had been bugged. 

ANNOY /bag/ v [T] -gg- infmi to annoy someone 
repeatedly 0 My lawyer is bugging me for stuff I just 
don’t have. 

ENTHUSIASM /bag/ n [U] infmia strong enthusiasm 
for something © When | was about 17, | was bitten 
by the acting bug and began to try out for parts. 


bugle /'bju:-gal/ n [C] a small BRASS musical in- 
strument, used esp. in the military, played by 
blowing into it 


build MAKE /bild/ v [I/T] past built to make a 
structure or something else by putting materials 
together in a particular way © [T] Without a plan, 
you can't build a house. © [T] Some owls had built a 
nest in the chimney. © [|] We decided to build on high 
ground, above the river. 
builder /‘bil-dar/ n [C] © There’s a lot of pressure 
on real estate brokers and home builders to hold 
down costs. 

DEVELOP /bild/ v [T] past built to develop some- 
thing © They were able to build a family business. © 
She was building a reputation as a designer. 

BODY /bild/ n[C] the particular form of someone’s 
body © He was short, with a muscular build. 


WORD FAMILY build 
Nouns build 


Verbs build 


builder rebuild 


building 


PHRASAL VERBS with build 


ebuild something around something to develop 
something based on a certain idea or goal © Most 
people should build their investments around stocks 
with moderately above-average growth. 

ebuild in something [M] to include something 
when you are making or building a new thing © 
You must build in some way to cancel this contract 
if things don’t work out. © We have to be real careful 


bulk 


about trying to build that in from the front end. © 
Related adjective: BUILT-IN 

ebuild something into something to include some- 
thing when something is first created © We have 
built new safety systems into the software design. 
ebuild up something INCREASE [M] to cause 
something to increase or become greater © She 
does exercises daily to build up her strength. © We 
tried to build his confidence up. © Related noun: 
BUILDUP INCREASE 

ebuild up something PRAISE [M] to praise some- 
one or something, esp. to increase the popularity 
of that person or thing © The ads built up the show, 
but it wasn't really that good. © Related noun: 
BUILDUP PRAISE 


building /'bil-din/ n [C/U] 1 a structure with 
walls and a roof, such as a house or factory, to give 
protection to people, animals, or things © [C] an 
apartment/office building © [C] Many buildings were 
badly damaged or destroyed by the earthquake. 2 
Building is also the activity or business of putting 
together structures with walls and a roof. 


buildup INCREASE /'bil-dap/ n [C] an increase 
in number or amount © They’re concerned about 
the buildup of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. © 
Related verb: BUILD UP INCREASE 


PRAISE /'bil-dap/ n [C] praise that is intended to 
increase popularity © The circus always gets a big 
buildup when it comes to town. © Related verb: 
BUILD UP PRAISE 


built BUILD /bilt/ past simple and past participle 
of BUILD 


BODY TYPE /bilt/ adj (of someone’s body) having 
a particular body type, or slang being very attrac- 
tive O He was built like an athlete. 


built-in /‘bil'tin/ adj [not gradable] included in 
something at the time that it is created © Built-in 
bookcases lined the walls of the library. © With this 
software, safeguards are built-in. © Related verb: 
BUILD IN 


bulb LIGHT /balb/ n[C] a LIGHT BULB © The bulb 
burned out in the kitchen. 


PLANT /balb/ n[C] a ball-like root from which some 
plants grow © Lilies and tulips grow from bulbs. 


bulge /bald3/ v [I] 1 to stick out or be swollen o 
The girl’s cheek bulged with a wad of gum. 2 If you 
say that someone’s eyes bulge, you mean that the 
person’s eyes are opened wide, esp. because the 
person is frightened, surprised, or excited. 
bulge /bald3/ n [C] © The bulge in his pocket 
showed where he kept his wallet. 


bulimia (nervosa) /bju:'li:-mi:-9 (nar'vou- 
$9), -'‘ltm-i:-a/ n [U] medical a condition in which a 
person eats extremely large amounts of food in a 
short time and then vomits intentionally © Bulimia 
is really an eating disorder, and it affects mostly fe- 
males. O Compare ANOREXIA (NERVOSA) 


bulk © /balk/ n[U] 1 something very large, or a 
large amount, not divided into smaller parts o 
Tankers carry bulk shipments of oil. © We buy a lot 
of our groceries in bulk (= in large quantities) to save 
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bull 


money. 2 The bulk of something is the larger part 
of it: He gave the bulk of his paintings to the 
museum. 

bulky © /'bal-ki/ adj © She carried a very bulky 
package on the bus. 


bull ANIMAL /bul/ n [C] the male of various ani- 
mals, such as cattle © Our herd has two bulls and 
twenty Cows. 

NONSENSE /bul/ n[U] infm/ nonsense or a lie © Don’t 
give me that bull about not getting my message. 


bulldog /'bul-do:g/ n [C] a type of dog that 
looks fierce, with a strong body, short legs, a flat 
nose, and a large, square face 


bulldozer /'bul ,dou-zar/ n [C] a heavy vehicle 
with a large blade in front used for moving dirt 
and rocks and making the ground level 
bulldoze /'bul-douz/ v [T] © Several homes will 
have to be bulldozed to make room for the highway 
expansion. 


bullet /'bul-at/ n(C] a small, metal object that is 
fired from a gun 


bulletin /‘bul-at-en, -a-tan/ n [C] a short piece 

of news on television or radio, or a short report or 
news item released by an organization 0 The mu- 
seum publishes a monthly bulletin about coming 
events. 


bulletin board n [C] a board on a wall for 
putting up notices 


bulletproof /'bul- at ,pru:f/ adj able to prevent 
bullets from going through © The limo has bullet- 
proof glass. 


bullfight /‘bul-fait/ n [C] a traditional public en- 
tertainment in some countries where a person 
fights a BULL, sometimes killing it with a sword 
bullfighter /'bul fart: ar/ n [C] 


bullhorn /‘bul-ho:rn/ n[C] an electric-powered, 
cone-shaped device that makes your voice louder 
when you speak into it 


bullion /'bul-jan/ n [U] pure gold or silver 
formed into bars © A shipment of gold bullion was 
stolen. 


bullish /‘bul-1f/ adj (of markets and investments) 
with prices rising, or (of people) expecting good 
things, esp. of business © She’s bullish on high-tech 
companies. 


bull market /‘bul'mar-kat/ n [U] a period 
when financial investments are rising in value © 
Compare BEAR MARKET 


bullpen /‘bul-pen/ n [C] (in baseball) a place 
near the playing area where PITCHERS can throw 
the ball to get ready to play in the game 


bull’s-eye /'bul-zai/_n [C] the center inside a 
number of circles that you want to hit when shoot- 
ing or playing particular games, or the shot or 
throw that hits this inner circle 


bully /'bul-i/ v [T] to threaten to hurt someone, 
often frightening that person into doing some- 


thing © He managed to bully her into giving him her 
car. 

bully /‘bul-i/ n [C] © Teachers usually know who 
the bullies are in a class. 


bum PERSON /bam/ n[C] disapproving 1 a person 
who gets money by asking other people for it 2 
infml A bum is also someone who treats other peo- 
ple badly: Mike called him a bum for throwing gum 
at a fan. 
bum /bam/ v [T] -mm- to ask someone for esp. 
money or food with no intention of paying for 
them © Could | bum a couple of bucks from 
somebody? 


USELESS /bam/ adj slang useless or not to be trusted 
to perform well 0 He’s got a bum knee from playing 
football. 


bumblebee /'bam-bal ,bi:/ n [C] a large, hairy 
bee 


bumbling /'bam-blin/ adj confused, esp. in the 
way someone moves or speaks © The players look 
like bumbling idiots on the field. 


bummer /'bam-er/ n [C] slang a situation or 
event that is unpleasant or disappointing © Waiting 
all day at the airport is a real bummer. 


bump RAISED AREA /bamp/ n [C] a raised area 
on a surface 0 The mosquito bites left bumps on her 
face. 
bumpy /'bam-pi/ adj rough or uneven © We 
drove along bumpy dirt roads for hours. 

HIT /bamp/ v [I/T] to hit against something or 
someone, esp. by accident © [T] The child fell and 
bumped his head. 

PUSH AWAY /bamp/ v [T] to move someone or 
something from a place, rank, or job © | knew if 
they got someone more qualified, I’d be bumped. 


PHRASAL VERBS with bump 


ebump into someone to meet someone unex- 
pectedly © We bumped into Kayla in a shop. 
ebump off someone [M] slang to kill a person © 
They think someone bumped him off. 


bumper VEHICLE PART /'bam-per/ n [C] a bar 
at the front and back of the body of a motor ve- 
hicle that keeps it from being damaged when hit 
LARGE /'bam-per/ adj [not gradable] unusually 
large © Farmers expect a bumper corn crop this year. 


IDIOM with bumper 


¢bumper to bumper with almost no space be- 
tween one car and the next in a line of cars © The 
traffic was bumper to bumper all the way home. 


bumper sticker n [C] a small sign on a car 
BUMPER that expresses an opinion or tells a joke 


bum rap n[C usually sing] slang a false or unfair 
accusation © /t’s a bum rap to say we didn’t try to 
win. 


bum steer n[C usually sing] slang bad advice o 
Someone gave us a bum steer to a hotel that was 
awful. 
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7 burly 


bun BREAD /ban/ n [C] a small, round piece of 
bread, used for a sandwich, or a small, round, 
sweet bread © Buy some hamburger buns for supper. 
KNOT /ban/ n[C] hair arranged into a round knot 
at the back of the head 


bunch /bant{/ n [C] a number of things of the 
same type fastened or closely grouped together, 
or any particular group of things or people © We 
ate a whole bunch of grapes. © They're a nice bunch 
of people. © (infml) I’ve got a bunch of things to do. 
bunch /bant{/ v [I/T] to pull together or gather 
into a unit © [I] Beth sat in bed with pillows bunched 
behind her, reading. 


bundle GRoupP /'ban-d@l/ n [C] 1 a number of 
things that are fastened or held together © He car- 
ried bundles of newspapers to the garage. 2 infml A 
bundle is also a large amount of money: When they 
sold their house, they made a bundle. 
bundle /'ban-d®l/ v [T] © [I/T] We’re supposed to 
bundle magazines before throwing them away. 

MOVE QUICKLY /'ban-d®l/ v [always + adv/prep] to 
cause someone to move quickly © [I] We bundled 
into the car. O [T] Every morning | bundled the chil- 
dren off to school. 


IDIOM with bundle 


ea bundle of nerves someone who is extremely 
nervous © Since the robbery, I’ve been a bundle of 
nerves. 


PHRASAL VERB with bundle 


e bundle up to wear enough clothing to keep very 
warm © You'd better bundle up because it’s below 
freezing outside. 


bungalow /'ban-ga,lou/ n [C] a small house all 
on one level 


bungle /‘ban-gal/ v [T] to do something badly, 
or spoil something © The police bungled the 
investigation. 


bunion /'ban-jan/ n[C] a painful swelling on the 
main joint of the big toe 


bunk BED /bank/ n [C] either of two beds ar- 
ranged one above the other © / had the lower bunk, 
and my older brother had the upper bunk. 

NONSENSE /bank/ n [U] infm! complete nonsense, 
or something that is meant to deceive O Most doc- 
tors think his theories are bunk. 


bunker /'bag-kar/ n [C] an underground shelter 
used as protection from bombs 


bunny (rabbit) /‘ban-i (‘reeb-at)/ n [C] @ 
child's word a rabbit 


buns /banz/ pin slang the buttocks 


buoy OBJECT IN WATER /'bu:-i, bo1/ n[C] an ob- 
ject that floats on the water to show ships where 
it is safe to go 
buoyancy /'bot-an:si, 'bu:-jan-/ n [U] the ability 
to float © We tested different materials for buoyancy. 

FEEL HAPPY /'bu::i, bo1/ v[T] to encourage or make 
someone feel better © / was really buoyed by the 
nice comments on my work. 


buoyant /'bor-ant, 'bu:-jant/ adj o It was her 
wedding day, and she was in a buoyant mood. 


burden /'b3rd-?n/ n [C] a duty or responsibility 
that is hard to bear © / don’t want to be a burden 
on my children. 
burden /'bard-®n/ v [T] © He was burdened with 
debts. 


burden of proof n [U] ‘aw the responsibility 
for proving that something is true 


bureau DEPARTMENT /'bjur-ou/ n [C] a depart- 
ment of government, or a division that performs a 
particular job © You've got to go to the Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles to renew your driver's license. 


FURNITURE /'bjur-ou/ n [C] a CHEST OF DRAWERS 


bureaucracy /bju'rak-ra-si/ n [C/U] politics & 
government 1 the officials, employees, and peo- 
ple who run government departments and offices, 
or similar officers and employees who manage the 
details of operating a large business © [C] The city’s 
bureaucracy is almost unmanageable. 2 disapproving 
Bureaucracy is also official rules that make it diffi- 
cult to do things: [U] The president wants to add 
more bureaucracy to our daily lives. 
bureaucrat /'bjur-a ,kraet/ n [C] a member of a 
bureaucracy © School administrators, she said, who 
are the on-the-spot bureaucrats, should make these 
decisions rather than Washington bureaucrats. 
bureaucratic /,bjur-a'kraet-1k/ adj © Bureau- 
cratic bungling is the most likely explanation for 
things going wrong. 


burette /byur'et/ n[C] a glass tube with mea- 
surements marked on it and with a small FAUCET 
at the bottom, used for adding small amounts of 
liquid to something 


burgeoning /'b3r-d3a-nin/ adj growing or de- 
veloping quickly © A burgeoning tourist industry 
lifted the state’s economy. 


burger /'b3r-gar/ n[C] short form of HAMBURGER 


burglar /'bar-glar/ n [C] a person who illegally 
enters a building by force to steal things 
burglarize /'b3r-gla ,ratz/, infm! burgle /b3r-gal/ 
v[T] © The doctor’s office was burglarized, according 
to police. 
burglary /'bar-gla-ri/ n [C/U] © [C] He committed 
more than a dozen burglaries in the last year. 


burial /'ber-i:-al/ n [C/U] the act of putting a 
dead body into the ground, or the ceremony per- 
formed when this is done © [C] We went back to 
Minnesota for my uncle’s burial. © Related verb: 
BURY 


burial ground n [C] an area of land where 
bodies are buried 


burlap /'b3r-lzp/ n [U] a type of strong, rough 
cloth, used to make bags and as a covering for 
something © a burlap bag © Large plants are 
wrapped in burlap to protect them from ice. 


burly /'bsr-li/ adj (of a person) large and strong 
© Two burly men pushed the car to the side of the 
road. 
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burn 


burn BEIN FLAMES /b3rn/ v [I/T] past burned, 
burnt 1 to produce flames and heat © [I] A fire still 
burned in the fireplace. 2 \f something burns a fuel, 
it uses that fuel to produce energy: [I] Some new 
fuels burn more efficiently than gasoline. oO [M] Run- 
ning is a good way to burn off calories. 
burner /'b3r-nar/ n [C] anything that produces 
controlled flames for cooking, or heat for a 
building 
burning /'b3r-nin/ adj [not gradable] 1 hot, or 
flaming © Fire engines surrounded the burning 
house. 2 fig. Burning also means of extreme inter- 
est or importance: Building the new school is a burn- 
ing local issue. © You have to have a burning desire 
fo win. 

HURT BY FIRE /b3rn/ v [T] past burned, burnt 1 to 
hurt, damage, or destroy something by fire or ex- 
treme heat © She burned her hand on the hot iron. 
© People still burn trash although it’s illegal. © The 
toast was burned to a crisp (= burned until it was 
black). 2 infml lf you are burned by an activity, you 
are hurt emotionally or financially because of it: He 
got burned in an investment and lost a lot of money. 
burn /b3rn/ n [C] © One worker had severe burns 
on his face and hands. 


WORD FAMILY burn 


Nouns burn 
burner 


Adjectives burning 
Verbs 


burn 


PHRASAL VERBS with burn 


eburn down (something) [M] to destroy some- 
thing with fire, or to be destroyed in this way © 
They weren’t injured, but their house burned down. 
eburn off something [M] 1 to remove something 
by burning it © Until recently these countries were 
burning off gas they could not use or sell. 2 \f you 
burn off pounds or something that you have 
eaten, you do exercise: We eat too much and don’t 
burn it off with enough exercise. 

eburn out (something) DAMAGE FROM HEAT [M] 
to stop working because of damage from heat © 
When we lost power, many refrigerators and air con- 
ditioners burned out. 

eburn out (someone) LOSE ENERGY [M] to cause 
someone to lose energy and enthusiasm, either 
from stress or because the person is working too 
hard © They asked her to slow down because they 
don't want her to burn out. © Related noun: 
BURNOUT 

eburn up something DESTROY [M] to destroy 
something with fire © A huge fire burned up the 
building. 

eburn up someone ANGER [M] to make someone 
angry © | was really burned up by her comment. 


burnout /‘b3r-naut/ n [C/U] the state of having 

no energy or enthusiasm because of working too 
hard, or someone who shows the effects of this 
state O [U] We have found there is much more burn- 
out and sickness among those who don’t get help. © 
[C] The drummer walked in looking like a rock and 
roll burnout. © Related verb: BURN OUT LOSE 
ENERGY 
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burnt /bsrnt/ past simple and past participle of 
BURN 


burp /bsrp/ v[I/T] 1 to force air from the stomach 
to come out through the mouth with a noise; 
BELCH 2 If you burp a baby, you help it to get rid 
of air in its stomach by gently rubbing or gently 
hitting its back. 

burp /barp/ n [C] © The baby gave a contented 
burp. 


burrito /ba'ri:t-ou/ n [C] p! burritos a type of 
food originally from Mexico that is made by fold- 
ing a TORTILLA (= thin, round piece of bread) and 
putting esp. meat or beans inside it 


burrow /'bsr-ou, 'ba-rou/ n [C] a hole dug in 
the ground that an animal, such as a rabbit, lives in 
burrow/'b3r-ou, 'ba-rou/ v [| always + adv/prep] 
© Moles burrowed under our lawn. 


bursar /'bar-sar/ n[C] the person in a university 
or school who is responsible for its finances 


burst /barst/ v [I/T] past burst 1 to break open or 
apart suddenly, or to cause something to break 
open or apart © [I] Fireworks burst across the night 
sky. 0 [T] | thought | might have burst a blood vessel. 
2 fig. A person who is bursting is extremely eager 
or enthusiastic: [I] / was bursting with excitement. 
burst /barst/ n [C] a sudden, brief increase in 
something, or a short appearance of something © 
With a burst of speed, the horse won easily, 


IDIOM with burst 


ebursting at the seams extremely full © When the 
whole family comes home, the house is bursting at 
the seams. 


PHRASAL VERB with burst 


¢burst in/into (somewhere) to enter a place sud- 
denly or unexpectedly © In the middle of writing 
class the head of the English department burst in 
with a note. 

eburst into something to begin to produce some- 
thing © | burst into tears. © The car burst into flames. 
eburst out to begin to do something © Everyone 
burst out laughing. 


bury /‘ber-i/ v [T] 1 to put a dead body into the 
ground © My father is buried in Kentucky. 2 To bury 
something is also to put it into the ground: Squir- 
rels bury nuts and dig them up later to eat them. 3 
To bury something is also to hide it or to make it 
difficult to find: She buried her face in her hands. © 
The article was buried in the middle of the newspa- 
per. O Related noun: BURIAL 


WORD FAMILY bury 


Nouns burial 
Verbs 


Adjectives buried 


bury 


IDIOM with bury 


ebury the hatchet to agree to end the disagree- 
ment that has divided two people or groups © After 
years of fighting over who should have gotten Dad's 
money, my brothers finally buried the hatchet. 
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bus VEHICLE /bas/ n [C] a large motor vehicle 
with seats for many people © The tour bus was the 
easiest way to see the area. 
bus /bas/ v [T] to take people to a place in a bus 
© The governor bused supporters to the capital for 
his inauguration. 
SERVE /bas/ v[T] to move dishes to and from tables 
in a restaurant as a job © / started out busing tables. 


busboy /'bas-b21/ n[C] a person who helps in a 
restaurant, esp. by carrying dishes, passing out 
bread, and filling water glasses 


bush PLant /bu{/ n [C] a low plant with many 
small branches © The smell of lilac bushes in bloom 
reminds me of home. © The meadow was covered 
with small bushes and grass. 


AREA OF LAND /buJ/ n [U] (esp. in Australia and 
Africa) an area of land covered with bushes and 
trees that has never been farmed and where few 
people live © If you live in the bush, a small plane is 
the best means of transportation. 


bushed /buft/ adj infmi very tired © | mowed the 
lawn this morning, and now I’m bushed. 


bushel /‘buJ-al/ n [C] a unit of measurement of 
volume of dry products equal to 32 quarts, or ap- 
proximately 35.2 liters 


bushy /'buJ-i/ adj (of hair or fur) thick or full OA 
lot of his face was hidden behind a bushy moustache. 


busily /'biz-a-li/ adv © See at BUSY 


business BUYINGAND SELLING  /'biz-nas, 
-naz/ n [C/U] 1 the activity of buying and selling 
goods and services, or a particular company that 
does this, or work in general rather than pleasure 
© [C] He runs a dry cleaning business. © [U] I’m in 
Baltimore on business. © [U] Our firm does a lot of 
business with overseas customers. © [U] She’s going 
into business (= starting a business) as a manage- 
ment consultant. © [U] How’s business? 2 Business 
is also the degree of success of a company or of 
your work: [U] Business has been good. 

A MATTER /'biz-nas, -naz/ n[U] a matter or a sit- 
uation © | have some business to settle with Mr. Red- 
ford, © Preparing your taxes can be a tricky business. 


THINGS YOU DO /'biz-nas, -naz/ n [U] the things 
that you do or the matters that relate only to you 
© What she does after work is her own business. © 
When | asked him what he was doing, he told me it 
was none of my business (= it did not involve me). 


IDIOMS with business 


e business as usual the state of continuing in the 
usual way © Today is officially a holiday, but it’s busi- 
ness as usual around here. 
ein business able to start doing something that 
you had planned © Once we get the computer in- 
stalled we'll be in business. 


businesslike /'biz-nas lak, -naz-/ adj happen- 
ing in a way that is practical and effective and is 
not personal, or typical of business 0 We hope the 
meeting can be conducted in a businesslike way, 
without a lot of emotional statements. 


butcher 


businessman /'biz:nas-man, -naz-, -,;mzen/n 
[C] p/-men male a man who works in business, esp. 
one with a job in a company 


business people businesspeople /'biz:nas 
ipi:-pal, -naz-/ pi n people of medium and high 
rank who work in businesses © He told the New York 
Times that businesspeople are more frightened by 
trial lawyers than by terrorists. 


businesswoman /'biz-nas ,jwum-an, -naz-/n 
[C] p!-women female a woman who works in busi- 
ness, esp. one with a job in a company 


bust BREAK /bast/ v [I/T] infm/ 1 to burst or break 
something © [I always + adv/prep] He busted out 
laughing. © [M] The cops had to bust the door down. 
2 slang A person who is busted is caught doing 
something wrong, esp. caught by the police and 
accused of a crime. 
bust /bast/ n [C] slang an occasion when people 
are caught by the police and accused of a crime 


STATUE /bast/ n[C] a statue of the upper part of a 
person’s body © a bust of George Washington 


BREASTS /bast/ n [C] a woman’s breasts, or the 
measurement around a woman’s body at the level 
of her breasts 


bustle /'bas-al/ v [I] to do things in a hurried and 
busy way © Thomas bustled around the apartment, 
etting everything ready. 
ustle /'bas-al/ n [U] busy activity © the bustle of 
the downtown business district 


busy /'biz-i/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 (of a person) ac- 
tively involved in doing something or having a lot 
of things to do, or (of a time or place) when or 
where a lot of things are happening © a busy street 
© the busy summer months © I've been so busy lately 
that | haven't had time to have any social life. © 
Getting the house ready for her relatives kept her 
busy the whole day. 2 If a telephone is busy, it is 
being used by someone else: Her line is still busy.n 
busy /'biz-i/ v [T] © Aimee busied herself with a 
favorite book. 

busily /'biz-a-li/ adv 


busybody /'biz:i: ,bad-i/ n [C] disapproving a per- 
son who is interested in things that do not involve 
him or her, esp. other people’s private matters 


busy signal n [C usually sing] a sound that 
means that the telephone you are calling is being 
used 


but DIFFERENCE /bat, bat/ conjunction used to ex- 
press a difference or to introduce an added state- 
ment © You can take Route 14 to get there, but it 
may take you a little longer. © We enjoyed our va- 
cation a lot, but it was expensive. 
buts /bats/ p/n an excuse or an argument against 
something © No buts about it - you’re going to 
school today. 

EXCEPT /bat, bat/ prep except © Nobody but John 
was willing to talk to her. © This car has been nothing 
but trouble — it’s always breaking down! 


butcher /'butJ-ar/ n[C] 1 a person whose job is 
to kill animals for meat or who prepares and sells 
meat in a store 2 A butcher is also a murderer, esp. 
of a lot of people. 


dz jump | j yes | little | 9m hm | ®n cotton | sing | J shoe | t meeting | © think | 6 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


butler 


butcher /'butf-ar/ v[T] 1 to kill animals and pre- 
pare them to be sold as meat 2 To butcher is also 
to kill people in a cruel way. 


butler /'bat-lar/ n [C] the most important male 
servant in a house © The British butler was brilliantly 
played by Anthony Hopkins. 


butt THICK END /bat/ n [C] the thick end of 
something, esp. a RIFLE (= type of gun) 


CIGARETTE /bat/ n [C] the part of a cigarette that 
is left after smoking 
BOTTOM /bat/ n [C] slang a person’s bottom 
HIT /bat/ v[I/T] to hit the head hard against some- 
thing, or to have the heads of two people or ani- 
mals hit against each other © [T] (fig.) She often 
butted heads with school officials in disagreements 
over her teaching methods. 


PERSON /bat/ n [C usually sing] a person who is 
joked about or laughed at © He was fed up with 
being the butt of their jokes. 


PHRASAL VERBS with butt 


ebutt in infml/ to interrupt © Sorry to butt in on you 
like this, but there’s an important call. 

ebutt out slang to stop being involved in some- 
thing © This is none of your business, so butt out. 


butte /bju:t/ n [C] a hill that has steep sides and 
a flat top 


butter /'bat-ar/ n [U] a pale yellow, fatty solid 
made from cream that is spread on bread or used 
in cooking 


PHRASAL VERB with butter 


ebutter up someone [M] to please someone, esp. 
by praising that person in order to get him or her 
to agree to something © A company wishing to in- 
fluence the government must butter up both parties 
in the House and the Senate. 


buttercup /‘bat-or,kap/ n [C] a small, yellow 
flower 
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butterfly /‘bat-or flar/ n [C] a type of flying in- 
sect with four large, often brightly colored wings 


IDIOM with butterfly 


ebutterflies in your stomach a feeling of being 
very nervous or frightened about something © I’m 
meeting her parents tonight, and | have a bad case 
of butterflies in my stomach. 


buttermilk /'bat-ar ,milk/ n [U] the liquid that 
is left after taking the fat from milk or cream to 
make butter 


butterscotch /‘bat-ar skatf/ n [C/U] a hard, 
yellow-brown candy made by boiling butter, 
brown sugar, and water together, or a flavoring 
that tastes like this candy 


buttock /'bat-ak/ n [C usually pl] either of the 
two soft parts of the body below the back that 
supports the body when sitting 


button CLOTHING FASTENER /'bat:®n/ n[C] 1 
a small, usually circular object that is sewn on a 
shirt, coat, or other piece of clothing, and is used 
to fasten it 2 A button is also a small, usually cir- 
cular sign that you can pin on your clothes: When 
you pay the admission fee at the museum, they give 
you a button to wear to show you've paid. 
button /'bat-®n/ v [T] © He buttoned his shirt. 

OBJECT YOU PRESS /'bat-®n/ n [C] a small object 
that you press to operate a device or a machine O 
The button on the left starts the tape recorder and 
the one on the right stops it. 


button-down adj [not gradable] (of a shirt) 
having a collar that has the pointed ends fastened 
to the shirt by buttons 


buttonhole HOLE FOR BUTTON /'bat-2n houl/ 
n [C] a narrow hole that a button is pushed 
through to fasten a shirt, coat, etc. 

MAKE SOMEONE LISTEN /‘bat:®n,houl/ v [T] to 
stop someone and make the person listen to you 


BUTTERFLY 
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© They took out newspaper ads and buttonholed pol- 
iticians to lobby for the change. 


buttress /'ba-tras/ v [T] art to give support to 
or strengthen something © He looked for things that 
would buttress the prosecution case and win a 
conviction. 
buttress /'ba-tras/ n [C] a structure made of 
stone or brick that sticks out from and supports a 
wall of a building 


buy PAY FOR /bai/ v [T] past bought to obtain 
something by paying money for it © She was saving 
to buy a car. O He bought some flowers for his 
girlfriend. 
buy /bai/ n[C] an occasion in which you pay less 
for something than what it is worth, and are there- 
fore pleased © The rug turned out to be quite a buy. 
buyer /'bat-ar/ n [C] a person who pays money 
for something, or a person whose job is to decide 
what goods will be brought into a store for sale © 
He’s still looking for a buyer for his house. 


WORD CHOICES buy 


Get is a common word that can be used in- 
stead of “buy.” 

| need to go to the supermarket and get some 

bread. 
Purchase is a formal word that means the same 
as “buy.” 

Tickets must be purchased two weeks in 

advance. 
If a country buys products from another coun- 
try, you could use the verb import. 

We import a large number of cars from Japan. 
The phrasal verb buy up can be used when 
someone buys everything that is available. 

He bought up all the land in the area. 

If someone buys something quickly and enthu- 
siastically because it is cheap or exactly what is 
wanted, you could use snap up. 

The tickets for the concert were all snapped 

up within two hours of going on sale. 
Stock up on is often used when people buy 
large amounts of something so that they have 
it when they need it. 

People are stocking up on supplies in 

anticipation of the hurricane. 
lf you pick something up, you buy it very 
cheaply. 

| picked up lots of bargains during the sales. 
Invest in could be used when you buy some- 
thing that you think will be useful even if it is 
expensive. 

We've decided it’s time to invest in a new 

computer. 
If you splurge on something, you buy it even 
though you do not need it. 

| splurged on a new outfit for the wedding. 

If you offer to buy something for another per- 
son, you could use the verb treat. 

Il treat you to a cup of coffee. 


BELIEVE /bat/ v[T] past bought infmi to believe that 
something is true O She'll never buy that story about 
having to take care of your sick grandmother. 


IDIOM with buy 


ebuy time to do something that allows you to 
have more time to finish something © He tried to 
buy time by saying he wasn’t feeling well. 


PHRASAL VERBS with buy 


e buy into something 1 to buy a part of a business 
in order to have some control over it O They bought 
into a software company. 2 lf you buy into an idea 
or plan, you give it your support or agree with it: 
Parents are expected to buy into the school’s philos- 
ophy when they enroll their children. 

e buy off someone [M] to give someone money so 
that person will help you or let you do something 
that is not legal © A well-known business executive 
had bought off government inspectors. 

ebuy out someone [M] to give someone money so 
that you own the part of a business that previously 
belonged to that person © She bought out her part- 
ner and now she owns the whole company. © Related 
verb: BUYOUT 

ebuy up something [M] to buy large amounts of 
something, or all that is available O He bought up 
all the land in the surrounding area. 


buyout /'bar-aut/ n [C] the act of buying all or 
part of a company from the people who own it © 
The law firm was active in management buyouts, 
mergers, and acquisitions. O Related verb: BUY OUT 


bUZZ MAKE SOUND /baz/ v[I/T] 1 to make a con- 
tinuous, low sound such as the sound some insects 
make, or to move quickly while making this sound 
O [l] Something was buzzing around me as | tried to 
sleep. 2 Someone who buzzes you calls you by 
using a device that makes a low, continuous 
sound: [T] All were expected to run, literally, into 
McLaughlin’s office whenever he buzzed them. 
buzz /baz/ n [C usually sing] 1 the buzz of con- 
versation 2 infml A buzz is also a telephone call: /’I/ 
give you a buzz early next week. 
buzzer /'baz-ar/ n[C] a device that makes a low, 
continuous sound 


BE FILLED WITH /baz/ v [I] to be filled with excite- 
ment, activity, or sounds © The place was buzzing 
with excitement. 


buzzard /'baz-ard/ n[C] a large North American 
bird that eats the flesh of dead animals; a VULTURE 


buzzword /'baz-w3rd/ n [C] a word or expres- 
sion that is very often used, esp. in public discus- 
sions, because it represents opinions that are 
popular © “Listening to the people” was the buzz 
word among politicians. 


by CAUSE /bai/ prep used to show the person or 
thing that causes something to happen or to exist 
© The car was driven by a short, bald man. © I’m 
reading some short stories by Chekhov. © | took her 
umbrella by mistake. ; 
METHOD /bai/ prep used to show how something 
is done © They thought about flying to Boston but 
decided to go by car. © She did the repair work by 
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herself (= without help). © Do you want to be paid 
in cash or by check? © He learned English by listening 
to the radio. 


ACCORDING TO /bai/ prep according to © By my 
watch, it’s 2 o’clock. 0 The students were listed by 
name. 


NOT LATER THAN /bai/ prep not later than; at or 
before © She promised to be back by 10 p.m. 


MEASUREMENT /bai/ prep used to show measure- 
ments or amounts © Their wages increased by 12%. 
Oo The room measures 15 feet by 20 feet. 


DURING /bat/ prep during © We traveled by night 
and rested by day. 


NEAR /ba1/ prep, adv [not gradable] near, beside, 
or (in distance or time) past © A small child stood 
quietly by her side. © Claire waved as she drove by. 
0 As time went by, she became more attached to him. 


IDIOMS with by 


«by all means yes, certainly © “Could | have a glass 
of water, please?” “By all means — Ill get it for you.” 
e by and large generally © By and large, the people 
of this state are not happy with the governor’s 
policies. 

eby heart exactly and from your memory © She 
baked muffins from recipes she knew by heart. 

¢by hook or by crook using any method possible 
© We'll get there by hook or by crook. 

e by the book exactly according to rules or the law 
O The lawyers want to make sure we've done every- 
thing strictly by the book. 

«by the same token because of this same situa- 
tion or condition © You want to store things, but by 
the same token, you want to be able to find them 
again. 


bye /bai/ exclamation short form of GOODBYE 
bye-bye /bat'bat/ exclamation GOODBYE 


bygone /'bar-g9:n/ adj [not gradable] belonging 
to or happening in a past time © The empty facto- 
ries are relics of a bygone era. 


byline /'bar-lain/ n [C] the writer’s name at the 
top of a newspaper or magazine article 


bypass /'bar-pzes/ v [T] to avoid something by 
going around it © Take the highway that bypasses 
Richmond to avoid heavy traffic. © (fig.) Posting news 
on the Internet bypasses traditional news sources 
such as radio and TV. 

bypass /'bat-pzs/ n[C] a road built around a city 
to take traffic around the edge of it rather than 
through it 


bypass operation, short form bypass n [C] a 
medical operation in which the path of a person’s 
blood is changed to improve its flow 


byproduct, by-product /'bar,prad-akt, -,akt/n 
[C] something that is produced as a result of mak- 
ing something else, or something unexpected that 
happens as a result of something else O The deep 
depression he fell into was a byproduct of his disease. 


bystander /'bai ,stzen-dar/ n [C] a person who 
is standing near and watching something that is 
happening but is not involved in it © Many innocent 
bystanders were injured by the explosion. 


byte /bait/ n [C] a unit of computer information, 
consisting of a group of usually eight BITS (= single 
units of information) 


byword /‘bar-ward/ n[C] a name of a person or 
thing that is closely connected with a particular 
quality © In Hollywood’s golden era, “Betty” was a 
byword for glamour. 


Byzantine /'biz-an ti:n, ba'zeen-, -,tain/ adj 
world history of or having to do with the ancient 
city of Byzantium or the Eastern Roman Empire 
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C LETTER, ¢ /si:/ n [C] pi C’s, Cs, c’s, cs the third 
letter of the English alphabet 

MUSICAL NOTE /si:/ n [C/U] p/ C’s, Cs music in 
Western music, the first note in the SCALE (= series 
of notes) of C MAJOR, or the a set of notes based 
on this note 


MARK /si:/ n[C] piC’s, Cs a mark given for an exam, 
a course, or a piece of work which shows that your 
work is average or acceptable and not particularly 
good or bad © Rachel got a C on her French exam. 

NUMBER, c/si:, 'han-drad/ number the ROMAN NU- 
MERAL for the number 100 

TEMPERATURE /si:/ n abbreviation for CELSIUS O The 
temperature today reached 25°C. 

ELECTRICITY /si:/ n [C] chemistry, physics abbrevi- 
ation for COULOMB 


cab VEHICLE /kzeb/ n[C] a TAXI (= car with a driver 
whom you pay to take you where you want to go) 
PART OF VEHICLE /keeb/ n [C] the separate part at 
the front of some vehicles in which the driver sits 
© the cab of a truck 


cabaret / kzb-9're1/ n [C/U] a restaurant that 
provides esp. musical entertainment © [C] /n Paris, 
we visited several cabarets. 


cabbage /'keeb-1d3/ n [C/U] a large, round 
vegetable that is green or red and can be eaten 
cooked or raw © [U] We had corned beef and 
cabbage. 


cabdriver /'kzb ,drat-var/, infm! cabbie /'kzeb-i/ 
n[C] a person whose job is driving a TAXI 


cabin ROOM /'kzb-oen/ n[C] a separate space in 
an aircraft for passengers or for the people oper- 
ating it, or a room on a ship equipped with beds 
for sleeping © They gave us seats in the first-class 
cabin of the plane. 

HOUSE /'kzeb:an/ n [C] a small, simple house © We 
stayed in a cabin in the mountains for two weeks. 


cabinet FURNITURE /‘kzb-9-nat/ n[C] 1 a piece 
of furniture with shelves or drawers that is used for 
storing useful things or showing decorative things 
© a medicine cabinet 2 A filing cabinet is a set of 
large drawers in which papers can be stored. 


USAGE 
cabinet or office? 
Cabinet cannot be used to mean a room where 
people work. In English the word for this ts 
office. 

There will be a meeting at 9.00 in my office. 


Fhere-will-be-e-meeting-at-9-004mny cabinet: 


GOVERNMENT /'kzeb-a-nat/ n [C] politics & gov- 
ernment a small group of people within a govern- 
ment who give advice to the highest leader, such 
as the president or PRIME MINISTER © In the US, the 
Secretary of Defense is a member of the president's 
Cabinet. 


cabin fever n[U] a condition in which a person 
feels unhappy or bored because of spending too 
much time in the house, esp. in winter 


cable wike /‘ker-bal/ n [C/U] (a length of) wire, 
esp. twisted into thick, strong rope or used to carry 
electricity © [C] They dug up the road in order to lay 
phone cables. 

MESSAGE /'ke1-bal/ n [C] (in the past) a message 
sent by electric signal 
cable /‘ker-bal/ v [I/T] 


cable car n [C] a vehicle that is attached to a 
CABLE which pulls it up steep slopes 


cable television n [U] a system of sending 
television pictures and sound along CABLES 


cache /kz{/ n [C] a secret or hidden store of 
things, or the place where they are kept © Author- 
ities believe the robber was after a hidden cache of 
$2,500 kept in a box under the counter. 


cachet /kz'Jei/ n [U] a quality of someone or 
something that makes it especially attractive or ad- 
mirable © the cachet of the Ivy League schools 


cackle /‘kek-al/ v [!] to make the loud sound of 
a chicken, or (of a person) to laugh or talk in a 
loud, high voice © The hens cackled in alarm. 
cackle /'kzek-al/ n [C] © He burst into cackles of 
laughter. 


cactus /'keek-tas/ n [C] pi cacti, cactuses any of 
a type of plant that grows in the desert, having 
thick stems for storing water and usually SPINES (= 
sharp points) 


cadaver /ka'dzev-ar/ n[C] medicala dead human 
body, esp. one used by medical students for study 


caddie, caddy /'kzd-i/ n[C] a person who carries 
the equipment for someone who is playing golf 


cadence /'keid-®ns/ n [C] a regular rise and fall 
of sound, esp. of the human voice © She spoke in 
the lyrical cadence of her East African accent. 


cadet /ka'det/ n[C] a student who is training to 
be a military or police officer 


cadre /'kad-ri, 'kaed-, -re1/ n[C] a small group of 
trained people who form the basic unit of a mili- 
tary, political, or business organization © | was part 
of the cadre for a new armored division. 


café, cafe /kz'fe1/ n[C] a small restaurant where 
simple meals and drinks are served © We had lunch 
in a sidewalk cafe. 


cafeteria /kzf-a'tir-i:-o/ nm [C] a restaurant 
where people choose what they want from the 
foods and drinks that are offered in a serving area 
and carry the items to a table after paying for them 


caffeine /kz 'fi:n/ n[U] a chemical found in cof- 
fee and tea that is a STIMULANT (= something that 
tends to make you more active) 


cage /keid3/ n[C] a structure shaped like a box 
but with bars or wires as its sides, for keeping pets 
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or for housing animals © The lab was stocked with 
wire cages for mice. 


cagey /‘kei-d3i/ adj comparative cagier, superlative 
cagiest not wanting to say plainly what you think 
or intend to do © He was pretty cagey about his 
money. 


cajole /ka'dzoul/ v [T] to try to persuade some- 
one to do something by saying things that please 
the person or make the person feel important © 
She is constantly cajoling her fellow citizens to adopt 
modern ideas and methods. 


Cajun /'ker-d3an/ n [C] a person belonging to a 
group of French-speaking people living in south- 
ern Louisiana in the US 
Cajun /'ker-d3an/ adj [not gradable] 


cake FOOD /keik/ n [C/U] a sweet food made 
from flour, eggs, fat, and sugar mixed together 
and baked © [C] a chocolate cake 


SHAPE /keik/ n [C] a small, flat object made by 
pressing together a soft substance © a cake of soap 


caked /keikd/ adj (of a surface) covered with a 
thick layer of something © | looked at my fingers, 
now caked with dirt. 


calamity /ka'lem-at-i/ n [C] an event that 
causes much suffering to many people © The fac- 
tory closings were a calamity for the whole city. 


calcium /‘kzl-siz-am/ n [U] a chemical element 
present in teeth, bones, and CHALK (= type of soft, 
white rock) 


calculate /‘kzl-kjaleit/ v [T] to judge the 
amount or value of something by using informa- 
tion and esp. numbers © [+ question word] We 
tried to calculate how fast he was moving when the 
car crashed. © | calculated the total cost to be over 
$9000. © [+ that clause] Lieutenant Chilton calcu- 
lated that six men had been lost. 

calculation /,kel-kja'ler-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] The 
original calculations ignored weather conditions. 
calculator /'keel-kja lert-ar/ n [C] an electronic 
device used for doing mathematical processes 
such as adding, subtracting, dividing, and multi- 
plying numbers 


WORD FAMILY calculate 


Nouns calculation 
calculator 


Adjectives calculated 
calculating 
incalculable 


Verbs calculate 


calculated /'kzl-kja lert-ad/ adj planned or ar- 
ranged in order to produce a particular effect © The 
movie is calculated to appeal to young girls. 
calculating /'keel-kja,lert-1n/ adj using other 
people or situations as a way to get something you 
want, esp. in a selfish or secret way © The letter 
reveals a very calculating young man who had al- 
ways sought a career in politics. 


calculus /'kel-kja-los/ n [U] mathematics the 
mathematical study of continually changing 
values 


calendar /‘kzl-an-dar/ n [C] 1 a printed table 
showing the arrangement of the days, weeks, and 
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months of the year 2 A calendar is also a list of 
meetings or things you have to do at particular 
times: My calendar is pretty crowded over the next 
few weeks. 3 A calendar is also a system for decid- 
ing the beginning and end of years, their total 
length, and the parts into which they are divided: 
The Gregorian calendar is used today in most parts 
of the world. 


calf ANIMAL /kzf/ n [C] pi calves a young cow, 
or the young of various other large mammals, in- 
cluding ELEPHANTS and WHALES 


LEG /kzef/ n[C] picalves the curved part of the back 
of the human leg below the knee 


caliber QUALITY /'kzl-a-bar/ n[U] the degree of 
quality or excellence of something or someone © 
It’s not easy to recruit high caliber personnel. 


MEASUREMENT /'keel-a-bar/ n [C] the width of the 
inside of a pipe, esp. of the long, cylindrical part 
of a gun, or the width of a bullet © a .22-caliber 
rifle 


calibrate /‘kzl-9,breit/ v[T] to make, adjust, or 
check the SETTING (= the position) of the controls 
used to make measurements with a tool or mea- 
suring device © Our radar was calibrated for 
100,000 yards. 


Calico /'kzel-1,kou/ n [U] a cotton cloth with a 
printed pattern 


caliph /'ker-lof, ‘'keel-/ n [C] world history a po- 
litical and religious leader of Islam in the period 
following the death of Muhammad 


calisthenics / kzl-as'9en-1ks/ p/n physical ex- 
ercises usually done repeatedly to keep your mus- 
cles in good condition and improve the way you 
look or feel O The class began with 20 minutes of 
calisthenics. 


call NAME /ko:I/ v[T] 1 to give someone or some- 
thing a name, or to know or address someone by 
a particular name © They can’t decide whether to 
call their new baby Carol or Alice. © His name is An- 
thony, but everyone calls him Tony. 2 To call some- 
one names is to use rude or insulting words to 
describe someone © Politicians waste a lot of time 
calling each other names and criticizing each other. 


TELEPHONE /ko:1/ v [I/T] 1 to telephone someone 
© [I] ! called last night and left a message. © [T] Jenny 
called me and invited us over for the weekend. 2 If 
you call someone collect, you telephone someone 
who agrees to pay for the cost of talking to you. 
call /ko:l/ n [C] © Did | get any (phone) calls while 
| was out? O You have a call from your wife. 
caller /'ko:-lar/ n [C] a person who telephones 
someone else 


SAY /k9:1/ v[I/T] 1 to say something in a loud voice, 
esp. in order to get someone’s attention © [T] “An- 
swer ‘Here!’ when | call your name,” the teacher said. 
2 If you call the roll you read aloud the names of 
all the people on a list to make certain that each 
person is present: The teacher calls the roll at the 
beginning of each day. 
call /ka:I/ n [C] a loud sound made by a person 
or animal © Students tried to imitate the calls of their 
favorite birds. 
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ASK TO COME /ko:1/ v[I/T] to ask someone to come 
to you © [I] / ran to Jonathan as soon as | heard him 
call. © [T] You’d better call an ambulance. © [M] Su- 
san, would you call in the next patient, please? 
call /ko:I/ n[C] 1 a visit that someone makes, esp. 
as part of a job © The locksmith is out on a call right 
now. 2 People who work in medicine and other 
important activities are said to be on call when 
they are available to make visits or to speak to 
someone on the telephone at any time: Dr. Me- 
nendez is on call for the next 24 hours. 


CONSIDER /ko:I/ v [T] to consider someone or 
something to be something © | wouldn't call hima 
friend — he’s just someone | met. © The umpire called 
him safe on a close play. 
call /ka:I/ n [C] a decision © | really don’t know 
what to do — it’s your call. 


ASK FOR /ko:\/ v [T] to ask for or demand some- 
thing, or to decide officially to have a particular 
event © The mayor called a meeting of local orga- 
nizations to discuss budget priorities. 
call /ka:I/ n [C/U] a reason or cause © [U] There's 
no call for you to get so angry — | was just kidding. 


IDIOMS with call 


¢call a halt to something to stop an activity or pro- 
cess © The Red Cross had to call a halt to its work 
because the situation was getting too dangerous. 
ecall it a day to stop working for the day © You've 
been studying hard — | think you should call it a day. 
ecall it quits to agree to stop what you are doing 
© Let’s call it quits for today and get together first 
thing tomorrow. 

ecall the shots to be the person who controls or 
organizes a situation © You're the boss here — you 
get to call the shots. 


PHRASAL VERBS with call 


ecall back (someone) [M] to telephone someone 
who has telephoned you, often to answer a mes- 
sage the person has left, or to telephone again © 
He called her three times but she never called the guy 
back. © I'll call back later. 

call for someone COME TO GET to go to a place 
in order to meet someone and travel together to 
another place © He'll call for you at seven and bring 
you to the restaurant. 

ecall for something SUGGEST STRONGLY to sug- 
gest strongly that something should happen or is 
necessary © Many minority leaders called for the im- 
mediate resignation of the police commissioner. © 
Talking that way to your parents just wasn’t called 
for (= was extreme and not necessary). 

ecall forth something fmi to cause something to 
exist © His challenge called forth resources in me | 
didn't know | had. 

ecall in someone REQUEST [M] to request that 
someone come to you © Local police called in the 
FBI to assist with the investigation. © Did they call 
you in and have you demonstrate the software for 
them? 

e call in PHONE 1 to telephone the place you work 
© She hasn’t called in with her schedule yet. 2 |f you 
call in sick, you telephone to say that you are un- 
able to work because of illness. 3 You can also call 
in to a radio or television program or to an orga- 
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nization asking for information from the public: 
Call in to this radio station and ask the governor a 
question. © People were calling in to report suspicious 
activity. 

e call off something [M] 1 to decide that a planned 
event will not happen © Union leaders called the 
strike off at the last minute. 2 To call off a dog is to 
order it to stop attacking someone or something. 
ecall on someone ASK TO DO 1 to ask someone to 
do something © She called on Americans to be more 
tolerant of each other. 2 To call on someone in a 
group is to ask that person to speak: The teacher 
called on me, and | didn’t know the answer. 

ecall on someone VISIT to come to see someone; 
visit O She went to the hospital to call on a sick friend. 
ecall out (something) SHOUT [M] to speak loudly 
© Speak up — call the names out so we can all hear. 
O He called out, but she didn’t hear him. 

ecall out something MAKE ACTIVE [M] to officially 
order that a military unit become ready for action 
© The governor called out the National Guard to pre- 
pare for the hurricane. 

ecall up (someone) TELEPHONE [M] to telephone 
someone © He used to call me up in the middle of 
the night. O | just wanted to call up and say 
“thanks.” 

ecall up someone ORDER [M] to order someone 
to join the armed forces or to start taking part in 
a military operation © He was called up at the be- 
ginning of the war. © Related noun: CALL-UP 


calligraphy /ka'lig-ra-fi/ n (U] the art of pro- 
ducing beautiful writing, often created with a spe- 
cial pen or brush 


call-in adj [not gradable] (of broadcasts) allow- 
ing members of the public to make their questions 
and opinions a part of the program © Bell hosts a 
popular call-in show on a local radio station. 


calling /'k2:-l19/ n [C] fm/an activity that is a per- 
son’s most important job, esp. one in which the 
person has an unusually strong interest and ability 
© She believes the medical profession should be 
thought of as a calling. 


callous /‘kzl-as/ adj without sympathy or feeling 
for other people © As callous as it may sound, trying 
to help some students is a waste of time. 


call-up /'ko:!-ap/ n [C] an order for a group of 
soldiers to become active in a military operation © 
December has been one of the heaviest months for 
call-ups of National Guard members. © Related verb: 
CALL UP 


callus /'kzl-as/ n [C] an area of hard, thick skin, 
esp. on the feet or hands © If you look at my hands, 
you will see the calluses of a farmer. 
callused, calloused /'kzel-ast/ adjo He stood look- 
ing down at the dark, callused palms of his hands. 


calm /kam, kalm/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 peaceful, 
quiet, or relaxed; without hurried movement, 
anxiety, or noise O The pilot said we'd have to make 
an emergency landing, and the flight attendants 
tried to keep us calm. 2 |f weather is described:as 
calm, it is not windy, and if the sea is described as 
calm, it is still or has only small waves: Our ship 
arrived at the Mississippi delta on a calm, clear night. 
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calm /kam, kalm/ n[U] 0 Amid the calm, there was 
a sense that something could happen at any 
moment. 

calm /kam, kalm/ v [I/T] © [T] He tried his best to 
calm her (down). © [I] | needed some time to calm 
down. 

calmly /'kam-li, 'kalm-/ adv 0 He calmly made 
both free throws to win the game. 

calmness /'kam-nas, 'kalm-/ n [U] © The calm- 
ness and professionalism of the crew gave us 
confidence. 


WORD FAMILY calm 
Nouns 


Verbs calm 


Adverbs calmly 


calm 
calmness 


Adjectives calm 


WORD CHOICES calm 


If someone is calm in a difficult situation, you 
can use the words cool or unruffled. 
He was very cool about the problem and 
didn’t shout or lose his temper. 
He seemed remarkably unruffled for a man 
who was about to lose his job. 
The idiom not lose your head can also be used 
when someone stays calm in a difficult situa- 
tion. 
She doesn’t lose her head under pressure. 
If someone is very calm and in control of his or 
her emotions, the word composed can be 
used. 
After being so composed throughout this 
series, the team suddenly became shaky. 
The word level-headed can be used for people 
who are usually calm in difficult situations. 
She's very level-headed and unlikely to get 
upset by what has happened. 

Someone who is usually calm because it is part 
of his or her nature can be described as placid. 
She was a very placid baby who hardly ever 

cried. 
When someone becomes calm again after be- 
ing angry, you can use the phrasal verb calm 
down. 
Dad was really angry and it was a long time 
before he calmed down. 


calorie FOOD /‘kzl-a-ri/ n [C] a unit used in 
measuring the amount of energy food provides 
when eaten and digested © The typical US daily 
menu contains 3000 calories and should contain 
23 00. 


HEAT /'keel-a-ri/ n [C] science a unit equal to the 
amount of heat needed to increase the tempera- 
ture of one gram of water by one degree CELSIUS 


calorimeter /kzl-a'rim-at-ar/ n [C] chemis- 
try a piece of equipment for measuring the 
amount of heat produced in a chemical reaction 


calves /kzvz/ pl of CALF 


calypso /ka'lip-sou/ n [C/U] p/ calypsos, calyp- 
soes a type of popular West Indian song whose 
words are often invented as the song is sung 


camaraderie /,kam-a'rad-a-ri/ n [U] a friendly 
feeling toward people with whom you share an 
experience or with whom you work © For me 
mountain climbing is less about physical effort than 
about cooperation and camaraderie. 


cambium /‘kem-bi:-am/ n [U] biology the 
layer of growing tissue between the BARK (= outer 
covering) and the wood of a tree that produces 
new bark and wood 


camcorder /‘kzm ,ko:rd-ar/ n [C] a type of 
camera that records and plays images and sound 
on VIDEOTAPE and is small enough to hold in one 
hand 


came /keim/ past simple of COME 


camel /‘kem-al/ n [C] a large animal of desert 
areas that has a long neck and a back with either 
one or two HUMPS (= large raised parts) 


Cameo JEWELRY /'kem.-i: ,ou/ n [C] p/ cameos a 
piece of usually oval jewelry on which the shape 
of a head or another shape is represented against 
a background of a different color 


PERFORMANCE /'kzem-i:,ou/ n [C] p! cameos a 
brief but noticeable part, esp. in a movie, television 
program, or performance in a theater, usually by 
someone who is famous © The former vice president 
makes a cameo appearance in the movie. 


camera /‘kem-ra/ n[C] a device for taking pho- 
tographs, making films, or recording images on 
VIDEOTAPE 


cameraman /‘kzem-ra,men/, female camera- 
woman /'kem-ra,wum:an/ n [C] pi -men, 
-women a man or woman who operates a camera, 
esp. as a regular job, in making movies or televi- 
sion programs 


camisole /‘kzm-a,soul/ n [C] a piece of 
women’s underwear for the top half of the body 
with thin straps that go over the shoulders 


camomile /'kem-a,mail, -,mi:l/ 7 CHAMOMILE 


camouflage /'kzm-a fla3, -,flad3/ n [U] 1 a 
condition in which the appearance of someone or 
something when placed against a background 
makes the person or thing difficult or impossible 
to see O The leafhopper is a little green insect that 
uses camouflage to blend in with the colors of the 
leaves. 2 In military use, camouflage is an appear- 
ance designed to hide soldiers and equipment on 
the ground, esp. from being seen by enemy air- 
craft, by making them look like their surroundings. 
camouflage /'kam-a_,flaz, -,flad3/ v [T] © (fig.) 
Her quiet voice camouflages the fierce competitor 
within her. 


Camp TENTS/BUILDINGS /keemp/ n [C/U] 1 a 
place where people stay in tents or other tempo- 
rary structures © [U] We set up camp for the night 
near a stream. 2 A camp is also a place in the 
countryside organized for people, esp. children, to 
visit or live for a while to enjoy nature: [C/U] We 
sent our son away to (a) summer camp. 3 A camp 
is also a place where people, esp. military people, 
are trained, where military prisoners are kept, or 
where people have to live temporarily. 
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camp /keemp/ v [I] to set up a tent or other tem- 
porary structure to give you shelter outside while 
you sleep or rest © We camped in a valley between 
the two mountains. © We used to go camping out 
west when | was a child. 

camper /'keem-par/ n[C] 1 In the summer several 
thousand campers use this park every day. 2 A 
camper is also a large vehicle in which you can 
sleep and eat, sometimes built as one unit with a 
car and sometimes as a unit that can be separated. 
camping /'kem-pin/ n [U] © In 1993, camping 
was the fifth most popular American vacation 
activity. 

GROUP /kamp/ n[C] a group of people who share 
an opinion, esp. a political one © Voters in the gov- 
ernor’s camp will believe whatever he says about the 
state budget. 


PHRASAL VERB with camp 


«camp out to stay and sleep in an outside area for 
one or more days and nights, usually in a tent o 
I've done a lot of hiking in that park, but never 
camped out overnight. 


campaign /kzem'pein/ n[C] a plan consisting 
of a number of activities directed toward the 
achievement of an aim © He ran the governor’s cam- 
paign for reelection. © “Washington’s Crossing” is a 
history of the military campaign of 1776 and early 
LT 
campaign /kem'pein/ v [I] to try to achieve 
something, such as the election of someone to a 
political office, by taking part in a number of 
planned activities © She campaigned for a law that 
would force the town to clean up the lake. 


camper /'kzem-par/ n Oo See at CAMP TENTS/ 
BUILDINGS 


campfire /'kemp-fatr/ n [C] a fire outside that 
is made and used esp. by people who are staying 
in tents 


campground /‘kemp-graund/ n [C] an area 
of land that has space for lots of people to put tents 
or RVS and stay while traveling or on vacation, and 
that often has bathrooms, a small store, a place for 
children to play, etc. 


camphor /‘kzeem-far/ n [U] a white substance 
with a strong smell which is used in medicine and 
to keep MOTHS (= flying insects) away from clothes 
that are stored 


camping /‘kem-pin/ n © See at CAMP TENTS/ 
BUILDINGS 


campsite /'kzemp-sart/ n [C] a place in a CAMP- 
GROUND or by itself where you can CAMP © There 
are still another 50 to 60 campsites available in the 
park. 


campus /'kem-pas/ n [C/U] the grounds, some- 
times including the buildings, of a university, col- 
lege, or school 0 [C] Surrounded by lovely trees, the 
Dartmouth campus is big and beautiful. © [U] Fresh- 
men at many universities are not allowed to live off 
campus (= in houses not on university property). 


campy /kemp.-i/ adj [-er/-est only] (of behavior, 
appearance, or an activity) amusing because it is 


obviously intended to be strange or shocking and 
seems to be ridiculing itself © The movie is a mixed 
bag of campy humor, wild-eyed fantasy, and high- 
tech special effects. 


can CONTAINER /kzn/ n[C] 1 a metal container, 
esp. a closed, cylindrical container in which food 
and drink are packaged © a gas/watering can© The 
vending machine has soda in cans. 2 A can is also 
the amount of food or drink that a can holds: / had 
a can of soup for lunch. 
can /keen/ v[T] -nn- 1 to preserve food by putting 
it into a can © They can all kinds of fruit. 2 slang If 
you get canned, you are dismissed from your job: 
No, I’m not on vacation — | got canned last week. 
canned /kzend/ adj [not gradable] 1 We keep a 
lot of canned food on hand. 2 fig. Canned music is 
recorded music, esp. played in public places: 
Canned music annoys me. 


ABLE /kzen, kan/ modal verb can, past simp. could to 
be able to © She can speak four languages. © We're 
doing the best we can, but we won't make our deaa- 
line. 3 Grammar: able or can/could? at ABLE 
HAVING WHAT IS NEEDED 


PERMIT /keen, kan/ modal verb can, past simp. could 
T to be allowed or to have permission © You can 
park on the street. © You can do it by yourself. 2 Can 
is also used to request something: Can you help me 
lift this box? 0 Can | have a tissue, please? © USAGE: 
Can is usually used in standard spoken English 
when asking for permission. It is acceptable in 
most forms of written English, although in very for- 
mal writing, such as official instructions, may is of- 
ten used instead: Persons under 14 unaccompanied 
by an adult may not enter. 


BE POSSIBLE /kaen, kan/ modal verb past simp. could 
used to express possibility in the present © You can 
get stamps at the post office. 


OFFER /kzen, kan/ modal verb past simp. could used 
in polite offers of help or by someone who pro- 
vides service, as in a store © Can | help you with 
those bags? 


Canadian /ka'neid-i:-an/ adj (a person) of or 
coming from Canada 


Canadian English n [U] the English lan- 
guage as it is spoken and written in Canada 


canal /ka'neel/ n[C] a channel of water artificially 
made for boats to travel through or to carry water 
from one area to another © Today, the canal is still 
used by ships. 


canary /ka'ner-i/ n[C] a small, yellow bird, pop- 
ular as a pet in a cage 


cancel /‘kzn-sal/ v [I/T] -l-, -ll- 1 to decide that 
something arranged in advance will not happen, 
or to state that you do not wish to receive some- 
thing © [I] We were supposed to meet for dinner but 
Elise had to cancel at the last minute. 2 If a stamp 
or check is canceled, it is marked to show it has 
been used: [T] He collects canceled stamps. 
cancellation /,ken-sa'ler-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] All 
the tickets were sold, so we waited to see if there were 
any cancellations. 
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WORD CHOICES cance! 


Call off is an alternative to “cancel” when talk- 
ing about events. 

The game has been called off because of the 

weather. 
If something has been canceled, you can say 
that it is off. 

The meeting’s off because James is ill. 

Scrap can be used when you cancel a plan. 
We've scrapped our plans for a trip to France. 
Suspend can be used when something is can- 

celed either temporarily or permanently. 

The ferry service has been suspended for the 

day because of bad weather. 
Postpone can be used when someone cancels 
something but plans to do it later. 

We've postponed the wedding until next year. 
If you cancel something before you have fin- 
ished it, you could use the words abandon or 
curtail. 

They had to abandon their attempt to climb 

the mountain. 

We curtailed our trip when John became ill. 


PHRASAL VERB with cancel 


ecancel out something [M] , -ll- to take away the 
effect of one thing by doing another thing that has 
the opposite effect © You can’t be creative and criti- 
cal at the same time — one cancels out the other. 


cancer /'ken-sar/ n[C/U] a disease in which cells 
in the body grow without control, or a serious 
medical condition caused by this disease 0 [U] He 
died from cancer of the stomach. © Compare 
CARCINOMA 
cancerous /'keen-sa-ras/ adj O Surgeons removed 
a cancerous growth from her lung. 


Cancer /'kzn-sar/ n [C/U] the fourth sign of the 
ZODIAC, covering the period June 22 to July 22 and 
represented by a CRAB, or a person born during 
this period 


candid /‘ken-dad/ adj truthful and honest o We 
had a candid discussion about her poor job per- 
formance. 


candidate /'ken-da det, -dad-at/ n [C] a per- 
son who is competing to get a job or elected to a 
position O There are three candidates running for 
sheriff. 
candidacy /'keen-dad-a-si/ n [U] © She an- 
nounced her candidacy for governor on the weekend. 


candle /'keen-d@l/ n [C] a piece of wax shaped 
like a stick with a WICK (= string) in the middle that 
burns slowly, giving off light 


candlestick /‘ken-dl stik/ n[C] a tall base for 
a candle © The silver candlesticks gleamed on the 
table. 


candor, Cdn, 8 candour /'kzen-dar/ n [U] the 
quality of being honest, sincere, and kind in deal- 
ing with other people © “We want to help but really 
don’t know how,” she said with surprising candor. 


candy /‘ken-di/ n [C/U] a small piece of sweet 
food made from sugar with chocolate, fruit, nuts, 
or flavors added © [U] We dove into the box of 
chocolate candy as if we were starving. 


candy bar n [C] candy shaped like a thin brick 
© | usually avoid eating candy bars. 


candy cane n [C] a piece of flavored hard 
candy shaped like a CANE (= walking stick) 


cane /ketn/ n [C/U] 1 the long, hollow stems of 
particular plants such as BAMBOO © [U] Chair seats 
are often woven out of cane. 2 A cane is also a walk- 
ing stick with a curved handle, used to help some- 
one walk. 


canine /'ker-nain/ adj of or like a dog © This vet 
specializes in canines. 


canister /‘kzn-a-star/ n [C] a container with a 
cover, used for storing foods or objects 0 / bought 
brightly colored canisters to hold sugar and flour. 


cannabis /'kzn-a-bas/ n (U] the HEMP plant, 
whose leaves and flowers are used to make 
MARIJUANA 


cannibal /'ken-a-bal/ n [C] a person who eats 
human flesh, or an animal which eats the flesh of 
its own type of animal 


cannon /'ken-an/ n [C] pi cannons, cannon a 
large, powerful gun fixed onto a ship or onto a 
structure on land 


cannot /ka'nat, 'kzn-at/, contraction can’t /keent, 
ka:rnt/ modal verb can not; to be unable or not al- 
lowed to 0 / cannot imagine what will happen next. 


canny /‘ken-i/ adj intelligent and careful © He is 
a canny investor. 


canoe /ka'nu:/ n[C] a small, light, narrow boat, 
pointed at both ends and moved by a person us- 
ing a PADDLE (= a stick with a wide, flat end) 
canoe /ka'nu:/ v [I always + adv/prep] pres. part. 
canoeing, past canoed © They canoed across the 
lake. 


canon /'ken-an/ n [C] 1 a principle or law, ora 

set of these, esp. in a CHRISTIAN church © The 
canon for lawyers has clear restrictions. 2 musicthe 
repetition of a musical pattern after it has been 
sung or played once, although not always in the 
same OCTAVE or by the same instrument 


can opener n [C] a device for opening metal 
cans, esp. cans of food 


canopy /'ken-9a-pi/ n [C/U] a cover like a roof for 

shelter or decoration, or the branches and leaves 
that spread out at the tops of trees in the woods 
© [U] Many animals live in the forest canopy. 


can’t /kent, ka:nt/ contraction of CANNOT © 
Speak up! | can’t hear you. 


cantaloupe /‘kent-!,oup/ n [C] a round 

MELON (= fruit) with yellow or green skin and 
sweet, orange flesh © Cantaloupes from Texas are 
extremely good this year. 


cantankerous /kzn 'teeq:ka-ras/ adj annoyed 
and tending to argue and complain o By dinner, 
we were all tired and cantankerous. 
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canteen RESTAURANT /kzen'ti:n/ n [C] a small 
store or restaurant esp. in a factory or school where 
food and meals are sold 


CONTAINER /kzen 'ti:n/ n [C] a small container for 
carrying something to drink, esp. water 


canter /‘kzent:ar/ v [I] (of a horse) to move in a 
way that is like a slow GALLOP 


cantor /‘kznt-ar/ n [C] an official of a Jewish 
SYNAGOGUE who sings and leads prayers 


Canuck /ka'nak, -'nuk/ n [C] infm! someone from 
Canada, esp. from the part of Canada where 
French is the most important language 


canvas /'ken-vas/ n[C/U] 1 strong, rough cloth 
made from cotton or other fibers, used for making 
tents, sails, strong bags, or work clothes 2 Canvas 
is also the cloth artists paint on, or a painting itself: 
[C] Two valuable canvases hung in the room. 


canvass /‘ken-vas/ v [I/T] to go to each house 
in an area to find out how many people live there 
or what their opinions are, or to get support © [T] 
Candidates canvassed the city’s neighborhoods for 
votes. 


canyon /‘keen-jan/ n[C] a deep valley with steep 
sides and usually a river flowing along the bottom 


cap HAT /keep/ n [C] a soft, light hat, esp. one 
with a curved part sticking out at the front o a 
painter’s cap © My uncle must have a hundred base- 
ball caps to choose from. 


LIMIT /keep/ v [T] -pp- to put a limit on expenses 
or amounts charged © Our mortgage is capped for 
five years. 
cap /keep/ n[C] © The state has put a cap on the 
budget. 

COVER /kzep/ n[C] 1 a small lid or cover © a pen 
cap © | can’t get the cap off this bottle. 2 A cap is 
also a CROWN (= cover for a tooth). 
cap /kep/ v[T] -pp- © From my window, | could see 
mountains capped with snow. 

EXPLOSIVE /kzep/ n[C] a small amount of explosive 
powder on a paper roll, used esp. in toy guns to 
make a loud noise 


capable © /‘ke1-pa-bal/ adj having the skill or 
ability or strength to do something © She’s a very 
capable lawyer. 
capability © /,ker-pa'bil-at-i/ n [C/U] 0 [U] Au- 
tomation gives us the capability to do certain jobs 
quickly and well. 


WORD FAMILY capable 


Adjectives capable 
incapable 


Nouns capability 


capacity © AMOUNT /ka'pes-at-i/ n the 
amount that can be held or produced by some- 
thing © [C] The stadium has a seating capacity of 
50,000. 

ABILITY /ka'pzs-at-i/ n [C] the ability to do some- 
thing in particular © He has an enormous capacity 
for work. 

POSITION /ka'pes:at-i/ n [C] a particular position 
or job; a ROLE © She was speaking in her capacity 
as a judge. 


Cape LAND /keip/ n[C] a very large piece of land 
that sticks out into the sea © Cape Cod 

COAT /keip/ n [C] a loose coat without sleeves 
which is fastened at the neck and hangs from the 
shoulders 


caper ACTIVITY /'ke1:par/ n[C] 1 an act of steal- 
ing or other illegal activity 0 a bank caper 2 A caper 
is also an action that is amusing but wrong: In this 
latest caper, Bell was caught using a doctored bat. 


FOOD /‘ker-par/ n[C usually pl] a small, dark green 
flower BUD prepared for use as a flavoring for food 


capillarity /,kep-o'ler-at-i/, capillary action n 
[U] the force that causes liquid to rise in a tube or 
other narrow space against the force of GRAVITY 


capillary /‘kzp-a.,ler-i/ n [C] biology the small- 
est of the tubes that carry blood around the body 


capital /‘kep-at-4l (‘let-ar)/, capital letter n [C] 
grammar a form of a letter used to begin sen- 
tences and names of people, places, and organi- 
zations © THIS SENTENCE IS PRINTED IN CAPITALS/ 
CAPITAL LETTERS. 0 Compare SMALL LETTER SIZE 
capital /'keep-at-*l/ adj [not gradable] © Do you 
write “Colin” with a capital “C”? 
capitalize /'keep- at-l aiz/ v [T] © The names of 
streets are always capitalized. © See also: CAPITAL- 
IZE ON 
Capitalization /,kzep-at-9l-a'zer-fan/ n [U] © 
Rules of capitalization vary from language to 
language. 


capital CIty /‘kzp-at-9l/ n [C] politics & gov- 
ernment a city which is the center of government 
for a country or other political area 

MONEY /'kzep-at-l/ n[U] wealth, esp. money used 
to produce more wealth through investment or a 
new business © She invested well, and can live on 
the interest without touching the capital. 

DEATH /‘keep- at-9l/ adj [not gradable] (of a crime) 
that can be punished by death © a capital offense 


capital gains p/n profits made by selling 
shares of a company or buildings and land 


Capitalism /‘keep-at:l 1z-am/ n [U] politics & 
government an economic system based on pri- 
vate ownership of property and business, with the 
goal of making the greatest possible profits for the 
owners O Compare COMMUNISM; SOCIALISM 
capitalist /'keep-at-l-ast/, capitalistic /,kzep-at: 
I'1s-ttk/ adj © The US has a capitalist economy. 
capitalist /'keep-at-l-ast/ n [C] 0 Anyone can be 
a capitalist. 


PHRASAL VERB with capitalize 

capitalize on something to use something to 
your own advantage © She capitalized on her ex- 
perience to get a better paying job. © See also: CAP- 
ITALIZE at CAPITAL (LETTER) 


capital punishment, death penalty n (U] 
politics & government punishment by death for 
a serious crime 

Capitol /‘kep-at-l/ n [C usually sing] the build- 
ing in which the US Congress meets 


Capitol Hill n[(U] the hill on which the US Cap- 
itol stands, or the US legislature which meets there 
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O The president will go to Capitol Hill to meet with 
lawmakers. 


capitulate /ka'pit{-s,lert/ v [I] to accept de- 
feat, or to give up or give in © | capitulated and let 
my daughter go with her friends. 
capitulation /ka,pitf-a'ler-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] 
This was not a capitulation but an agreement. 


Cappuccino /kep-a'tfi:-nou/ n [C/U] p/ cap- 
puccinos strong coffee mixed with hot milk, or a 
cup of this coffee o [U] Do you prefer espresso or 
cappuccino? 


capricious /ka'prif-as, -'pri:-[as/ adj likely to 
change, or reacting to a sudden desire or new idea 
© We have had very capricious weather lately. 


Capricorn /‘kep-ra,ko:rn/_n [C/U] the tenth 
sign of the ZODIAC, covering the period December 
22 to January 19 and represented by a goat, or a 
person born during this period 


capsize /‘kzp ,saiz/ v [I/T] to turn over or cause 

a boat or ship to turn over in the water © [I] A 
passenger ferry capsized in rough seas Sunday 
morning. 


capsule MEDICINE /'kzp-sal, -su:l/ n [C] a mea- 
sured amount of medicine in a very small, 
rounded, soft container which is swallowed 


SPACECRAFT /'keep-sal, -su:l/ n [C] the part of an 
old-fashioned spacecraft where people lived and 
in which they returned to earth © the Apollo 11 
capsule 


captain /‘kep-tan/n[C] 1 a naval officer of high 
rank, above a COMMANDER, or a military officer of 
middle rank, above a LIEUTENANT 2 A captain is 
the person in charge of a ship or aircraft. 3 A cap- 
tain is also an officer in a police or fire department. 
4 A captain is also the leader of a sports team. 
captain /'kep-tan/ v [T] © She captains the 
women’s rowing team. 


caption /'kep- fan/ n[C] brief text over or under 
a picture in a book, magazine, or newspaper that 
describes the picture or explains what the people 
in it are doing or saying 


captivate /‘kzp-ta veit/ v[T] to hold the atten- 
tion of someone by being extremely interesting, 
exciting, charming, or attractive © Her singing cap- 
tivated audiences everywhere. 


captive /‘kep-tiv/ n[C]a prisoner, esp. a person 
held by the enemy during a war 
Captive /'keep-tv/ adj, adv © The soldiers were 
held captive for three months. © When selling to peo- 
ple in their homes, you've got a captive audience (= 
people who cannot leave). 
Captivity /kzep 'tiv-at-i/ n[U] © Most animals bred 
in captivity would probably not survive in the wild. 


capture POSSESS /‘keep-tfar, -far/ v [T] to take 
someone as a prisoner, or to take something into 
your possession © These birds were captured in the 
wild in 1987. 
capture /'keep-tfar, -far/ n[U] © They were shown 
on TV soon after their capture. 
RECORD /'keep-tfar, -far/ v [T] to record sound or 
images, or to express a feeling © She captured the 


incident on video. © Those songs capture the roman- 
tic mood of the movie. 


IDIOM with capture 


ecapture someone’s attention, capture someone’s 
imagination to interest someone © Most of the text- 
books we looked at were too dull to capture students’ 
attention. 


car /kar/, automobile n [C] 1 a road vehicle with 

an engine, usually four wheels, and seating for be- 
tween one and five people © a car accident O She 
goes to work by car. 2 A car is also one part of a 
train: a dining/passenger/freight car 


carafe /ka'ref, -'raf/ n [C] an open glass con- 
tainer for serving liquids, or the amount it contains 


caramel /‘kar-mal; 'ker-a-mal, -,mel/ n [C/U] 
cooked sugar used to give flavor and a brown color 
to food, or a chewy candy made from cooked 
sugar, butter, and milk 


carat /‘ker-at/ n [C] a unit for measuring the 
weight of jewels © The diamonds had a combined 
weight of 5.87 carats. © Compare KARAT 


caravan /'ker-3,vzn/ n [C] a group of people 
with vehicles or animals who travel together for 
safety through a dangerous area, esp. across a des- 
ert on CAMELS 


carbohydrate /kar-ba'har ,dreit/ n [C/U] 1 
biology a substance such as sugar or STARCH that 
provides the body with energy 2 A carbohydrate 
is also a food that contains a large amount of car- 
bohydrate such as bread, fruits, and vegetables. o 
[C] Eat your carbohydrates within two hours after 
your workout. 


carbon /‘kar-ban/ n [U] biology, chemistry a 
chemical element that is contained in all animals 
and plants, and that is an important part of other 
substances such as coal and oil, and exists in its 
pure form as DIAMONDS and GRAPHITE 


carbonated /‘kar-ba ,neit-ad/ adj (of a drink) 
bubbly because it contains CARBON DIOXIDE 0 car- 
bonated drinks/water 


carbon copy n[C] an exact copy of something 
O (fig.) The girl is a carbon copy of her mother (= 
they are very similar). 


carbon cycle n [U] biology the way that CAR- 

BON is exchanged between different living organ- 
isms on Earth and between living organisms and 
the environment, for example, when plants take 
CARBON DIOXIDE from the air, and when animals 
eat plants 


carbon dating, radiocarbon dating /'reid:i: 
,0U ,kar-ban 'dert-1n/ n [U] science a method of 
calculating the age of extremely old objects by 
measuring the amount of a particular type of car- 
bon in them 


carbon dioxide /da ‘ak-sard/ n [U] biology 
the gas produced when animal or vegetable mat- 
ter is burned, or when animals breathe out 


carbonic acid /kar'ban-1k 'ges-ad/n[U] chem- 


istry a weak acid made of CARBON DIOXIDE (=a 
gas) mixed with water 
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care 


carboniferous /kar-ba'nif-ares/ adj [not 
gradable] earth science containing or producing 
carbon 


carbon monoxide /ma'nak:said/ n [U] a 
poisonous gas produced when carbon is partly 
burned, esp. in car fuel 


carburetor /'kar-ba,reit-ar, -bja-/ n [C] the 
part of an engine that mixes fuel and air, produc- 
ing the gas that is burned to provide the power 
needed to operate a vehicle or machine 


carcass /‘kar-kas/ n [C] the body of a dead ani- 
mal © The carcass of a deer lay near the road. 


carcinogen /kar'sin-a-djan/ n [C] medical a 
substance that can cause CANCER (= a serious ill- 
ness that causes tissues and cells to grow too 
quickly) 

carcinogenic /,kar-sa-na'd3en-1k/ adj medical (of 
a substance) able or likely to cause CANCER 


carcinoma /kar-sa'nou-ma/ n [C] medical a 
lump of tissue that forms on or inside the body; a 
TUMOR 


Card INFORMATION /kard/ n[C] a small, rectan- 
gular piece of stiff paper or plastic with informa- 
tion on it that shows who you are or allows you to 
do something © a library/membership/business card 
© | used my credit/debit/charge card to pay for the 
groceries. 
card /kard/ v[T] infmi to ask someone to show you 
a document that shows how old the person is 


GAME /kard/, playing card n [C] one of a set of 52 
small, rectangular pieces of stiff paper, each with 
a number or letter and one of four symbols printed 
on it, used in games © a deck of cards 
cards /kardz/ n [U] any game played with cards, 
such as POKER or BRIDGE © Let’s play cards. 

GREETING /kard/ n[C] 1 a rectangular piece of stiff 
paper, folded in half, usually with a picture on the 
front and often a message printed inside, sent on 
a special occasion © a birthday/anniversary/get-well 
card 2 A card is also a POSTCARD. 


IDIOMS with card 


ein the cards likely to happen © Marriage isn’t in 
the cards for me right now — I’m focused on my ca- 
reer. O USAGE: Used especially in negative sen- 
tences. 

elay your cards on the table, put your cards on 
the table to be honest and not hide what you are 
thinking or doing © I’m going to lay my cards on 
the table here, and say that | don’t know what to do. 
ethe cards are stacked against someonesomeone 
is not likely to succeed, esp. because the person is 
not being given a fair chance © We tried hard to 
win, but the cards were stacked against us. 


cardboard /‘kard-bo:rd, -bourd/ n [U] very 
thick, stiff paper, usually pale brown in color, used 
esp. for making boxes © She packed the books in a 
cardboard box. 


cardiac /‘kard-i: ,ek/ adj [not gradable] medical of 
the heart or heart disease © cardiac surgery 


cardiac arrest n([U] a condition in which the 
heart stops beating 


cardigan /‘kard-1-gan/ n[C] a SWEATER (= piece 
of clothing that covers the upper part of the body 
and the arms) that fastens at the front with but- 
tons and is usually worn over other clothes 


cardinal PRIEST /‘kard-?n-al/ n [C] a priest of 
high rank in the Roman Catholic Church 


IMPORTANT /'kard-°n-al/ adj of great importance; 
main © Finding food was a cardinal concern. 


BIRD /'kard:®n-al/ n[C] a North American bird, the 
male of which has bright red feathers and a black 
face 


cardinal (number) /‘kard-®n-al (‘nam-bar)/ 
n[C] anumber like 1, 2, 3 that represents amount, 
rather than position in a list O Compare ORDINAL 
(NUMBER) 


cardiology /,kard:i:'al-a-d3i/ n [U] medical the 
study and treatment of medical conditions of the 
heart 

cardiologist /,kard-i:'al-a-dzast/ n [C] medical a 
doctor who specializes in treating medical condi- 
tions of the heart 


cardiovascular /kard-i:-ou'ves-kja-lar/ adj 
medical of or relating to the heart and the BLOOD 
VESSELS (= tubes through which the blood flows) 


card table n[C] a small table with folding legs 
that is used for playing card games 


Care HELP /ker, kzer/ n [U] the process of provid- 
ing for the needs of someone or something © The 
quality of care at this hospital is very good. © Trees 
on city property don’t get any care. 


ATTENTION /ker, kzer/ n [U] serious attention, esp. 
to the details of a situation or a piece of work © 
She painted the window frames with great care. 
careful /'ker-fal, 'kzer-/ adj giving attention to 
something in order to avoid esp. an accident or 
problem © Norman is a careful driver. © Give my 
suggestion careful consideration. O [+ question 
word] He’s in a really bad mood so be careful what 
you say to him. O [+ question word] Be careful where 
you put that hot pan. © [+ to infinitive] Be careful to 
look both ways when you cross the street. 
carefully /'ker-fa-li, 'kaer-/ adv with great atten- 
tion, esp. to detail or safety © She carefully embroi- 
dered the pillow. © Drive carefully — it’s raining. 
careless /'ker-las, 'keer-/ adj not using enough 
care O Careless drivers cause accidents. 0 My son’s 
schoolwork is often careless and sloppy. 
carelessly /'ker-la-sli, 'keer-/ adv O She carelessly 
left her purse on the train. 
carelessness /'ker-la-snas, 'kaer-/ n [U] © Care- 
lessness leads to shoddy work. 


ov 


WORD CHOICES careful 


If someone is careful to avoid risks or danger, 
you can describe them as cautious. 
She’s a very cautious driver. 
The idiom play it safe also means “to be careful 
to avoid risks.” 
| think I'll play it safe and take the earlier 
train. > 
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careen 


lf someone does something in a very careful 
way, paying great attention to detail, you can 
use adjectives such as meticulous, methodical, 
and painstaking. 
This book is the result of years of meticulous/ 
painstaking research. 


WORD CHOICES careless 


Sloppy is an alternative to the word “careless.” 
Spelling mistakes always look sloppy in a 
formal letter. 
The informal adjective slapdash can be used 
when work is careless because it is done too 
quickly without enough thought. 
His work is always hurried and slapdash. 
if someone does something without thinking 
about the results, the adjective rash is often 
used. 
That was a rash decision — you didn’t think 
about the costs involved. 
If someone carelessly says something that 
could upset someone, you can use the word 
thoughtless. 
The senator made a thoughtless remark about 
the environment. 
Someone who does not properly do something 
and causes a serious mistake to be made can 
be described as negligent. 
If a doctor is negligent in treating a patient, 
he or she can be sued in court. 
The adjectives reckless and irresponsible can 
be used when people are careless and do not 
think about the dangers of what they are 
doing. 
He was found guilty of reckless driving. 
Some dog owners are irresponsible and do not 
keep dangerous dogs under control. 


WwoRRY /ker, kzer/ v to be interested in something, 
or to be anxious or upset about something ° [I] 
Don’t you care about what happens to the children? 
O [I] / really don’t care if we go or not (= It doesn’t 
matter to me). O [+ question word] | don’t care how 
much it costs, just buy it. 
care /ker, keer/ n [C/U] © [C] She seemed weighed 
down by all her cares. 


WANT /ker, kzer/ v [I] fm/ (used in polite offers and 


suggestions) to want something © [+ to infinitive] 
Would you care to join us for dinner? 


WORD FAMILY care 


Nouns care Verbs 


carelessness 


care 


Adverbs carefully 
carelessly 


careful 
careless 


Adjectives 


IDIOM with care 


e(in) care of, abbreviation c/o at the address of o 
You can write me in care of my grandmother. © us- 
AGE: Used to give someone a mailing address 
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where you can be contacted when you are staying 
away from home. 


PHRASAL VERBS with care 


ecare for someone/something PROVIDE FOR to 
provide for a person or animal’s needs and to pro- 
tect that person or animal © Bob and his sister take 
turns caring for their elderly mother. 

ecare for something/someone LIKE to like some- 
thing or someone © | don’t care for seafood. 


careen /ka'ri:n/ v [I] to go forward, esp. quickly, 
while moving from side to side © The car skidded 
and careened wildly across several lanes of traffic. 


career JOB /ka'rir/ n[C] a job for which you are 
trained and in which it is possible to advance dur- 
ing your working life, so that you get greater re- 
sponsibility and earn more money © He’s hoping 
for a career in social work. © She left college to pursue 
an acting career. 
career /ka'rir/ adj [not gradable] done as a job 
all your life © a career politician 


SPELLING 
career 


Many people make mistakes when spelling the 
word career. Note that the correct spelling has 
“-reer” at the end of the word. 
Connors had a long and successful career in 
the police force. 


MOVE /ka'rir/ v [I always + adv/prep] (esp. of a 
vehicle) to move fast and without control 0 The 
bus careered down a slope and hit a telephone pole. 


carefree /‘ker-fri:, 'kzer-/ adj having no worries, 
problems, or anxieties; happy © Anna has a carefree 
summer ahead of her. 


careful /‘ker-fal, 'keer-/ adj © See at CARE ATTEN: 
TION 


carefully /'ker-fa-li, 'kzer-/ adv 0 See at CARE 
ATTENTION 


caregiver /'ker ,giv-or, 'ker-/ n [C] someone 
who provides for the needs of children or of people 
who are ill or cannot provide for their own needs 


careless /‘ker-las, 'kzer-/ adjo See at CARE ATTENE 
TION 


carelessly /'ker-la-sli, 'kzer-/ adv 0 See at CARE 
ATTENTION 


carelessness /‘ker-la-snas, 'kzr-/ nO See at 
CARE ATTENTION 


caress /ka'res/ n[C] a gentle loving touch or kiss 
© a mother’s soft caress 


caress /ka'res/ v [I/T] © [T] | caressed her face. 


caretaker /‘ker ter-kar, 'keer-/ n[C] 1a person 
employed to take care of a large building or prop- 
erty, doing cleaning, repairs, gardening, or other 
jobs © The building’s caretaker reported the fire. 2 A 
caretaker government is one that is in power for a 
short period of time until a new one is chosen. 3 
A caretaker is also a CAREGIVER. 
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cargo /‘kar-gou/ n [C/U] pi cargoes, cargos 
goods carried by a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle o 
[U] The department inspects cargo coming into 
Hawaii. 


Caribbean /,ker-a'bi:-an, ka'rib-i:-an/ adj, n 
[U] (relating to) the sea that is east of Central 
America and north of South America, or the islands 
in it and the countries that border this sea 


Caribbean English n (U] the variety of En- 
glish, influenced strongly by European languages 
and CREOLE, spoken in many parts of the Carib- 
bean region 


caribou /'ker-9,bu:/ n [C] pi caribous, caribou 
a large deer with long horns with branches that 
lives in North America 


caricature /‘ker-1-ka,tjur, -tfar/ n [C/U] a 
drawing or a written or spoken description that 
makes part of someone’s appearance or character 
more noticeable than it really is, or the skill of do- 
ing this © [C] | saw a wonderful caricature of the 
president in the newspaper. 
caricature /‘ker-1-k9,tJur, -tfar/ v[T] to show or 
describe a person in a ridiculous way © It’s so easy 
to caricature politicians. 


carjacking /‘kar d3aek-1n/ n [C/U] an act of 
stealing a car while someone is in it 


carnage /‘kar-nid3/ n [U] the violent killing of 
large numbers of people, esp. in war © The Battle 
of Gettysburg was a scene of dreadful carnage. 


carnal /'karn-°I/ adj fm! relating to the physical 
feelings and desires of the body 


carnation /kar'ner-fan/ n [C] a small flower 
that has a sweet smell and is usually white, pink, 
or red 


carnival /'kar-na-val/ n [C/U] 1a place of out- 
side entertainment where there are machines you 
can ride on and games that can be played for 
prizes O [C] There's a carnival in Payson Park this 
weekend. 2 A Carnival is also a time of public en- 
joyment and entertainment when people wear un- 
usual clothes, dance, and eat and drink, usually in 
the streets of a city. 


carnivore /‘kar-na ,v2:r, -,vour/ n[C] an animal 
that eats meat 
carnivorous /kar 'niv-9-ras/ adj [not gradable] © 
Lions and tigers are carnivorous. 


carol /'kzr-al/ n [C] a CHRISTMAS CAROL 
carol /‘keer-al/ v [I] -I-, -Il- to sing carols, esp. by 
going from house to house © We went caroling in 
the neighborhood. 


carouse /k3'rauz/ v [I] to enjoy yourself with a 
loud group of people © They were out carousing till 
dawn. 


carousel AMUSEMENT /,kzr-9'sel/ n [C] a 
MERRY-GO-ROUND 

MOVING STRIP / ker-a'sel/ n [C] a continuous 
moving strip at an airport, from which passengers 
pick up their bags at the end of a trip 
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car 


carp COMPLAIN /karp/ v [I] to complain about 
unimportant matters © However much people carp 
about junk mail, many of them read it. 

FISH /karp/ n [C] pi carp, carps a large, edible fish 
that lives in lakes and rivers 


carpenter /'kar-pan-tar/ n [C] a person whose 
job is making and repairing wooden objects and 
structures 
carpentry /'kar-pan-tri/ n [U] the skill or trade of 
a Carpenter, or the work done by a carpenter © 
That staircase is a beautiful piece of carpentry. 


carpet /‘kar-pat/ n [C/U] thick, woven material 
for covering floors, or a piece of this material 
carpet /'kar-pat/ v [T] to cover a floor surface 
with a carpet 


carpetbagger, carpet bagger /'kar-pat bag: 
er/ n[C] US history a person from the American 
North who tried to profit in the American South 
after the Civil War 


car pool /‘kar-pu:l/ n [C] an arrangement in 
which a group of people take turns driving each 
other or their children to and from work or school 
car-pool /'kar-pu:l/ v [I] © It’s easier to car-pool, 
but you can’t choose when to leave. 


carport /‘'kar-po:rt, -pourt/ n [C] a shelter for 
cars that has a roof and one or more open sides, 
and that can be built against the side of a house 


carriage VEHICLE /‘kzr-1d3/ n [C] 1 a vehicle 
with four wheels pulled by a horse or horses 2 A 
Carriage is also a BABY CARRIAGE. 


POSITION /'kzer-1d3/ n[U] fm! the way in which you 
hold your body when standing or moving around 
© She had great stage presence and perfect carriage. 


Carrot VEGETABLE /‘keer-at/ n [C] a long, 
pointed, orange root, eaten as vegetable, either 
raw or cooked 


REWARD /'kzr-at/ n [C] something that is offered 
to someone in order to encourage that person to 
do something © /f they finished the construction 
ahead of schedule, they were offered the carrot of a 
bonus. 


Carry TRANSPORT /'ker-i/ v [T] to transport or 
take from one place to another © The plane carried 
116 passengers and a crew of seven. © Would you 
like me to carry your bag for you? O Underground 
cables carry electricity to all parts of the city. 
carrier /'‘kaer-i:-ar/ n [C] a person or thing that 
carries or delivers something © She’s got a job as a 
letter carrier. 


HAVE WITH YOU /‘ker-i/ v [T] to have something 
with you from one place to another © / carry my 
wallet in my back pocket. ©! don’t carry a lot of cash. 


SPREAD /'kzr-i/ v [T] to take something from one 
person or thing and give it to another person or 
thing; to spread O The mosquitoes will be studied to 
see if they carry the virus. 
carrier /‘keer-i:-ar/ n[C] medical a person who can 
give a disease to other people but may not show 
any signs of having the disease 

HAVE /'ker-i/ v [T] to have something as a part, 
quality, or result © All our rental cars carry collision 
insurance. © I'm sorry, we don’t carry shoes (= we 
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do not sell shoes). © His argument carries a lot of 
conviction (= is supported by strong belief). 


SUPPORT WEIGHT /'ker-i/ v [T] to support the 
weight of something © The weight of the roof is 
carried by steel beams. 


KEEP IN OPERATION /'‘kzer-i/ v [T] to support, keep 
in operation, or make a success O We cannot afford 
to carry people who don’t do their share of the work. 


WIN /'kzer-i/ v [T] to win the support, agreement, 
or sympathy of a group of people © Gore is ex- 
pected to carry (= get the most votes in) the mid- 
western states. 


APPROVE /'keer-i/ v [T] to win approval or support 
for something © With 21 votes for, and 8 opposed, 
the motion is carried. 


COMMUNICATE /'keer-i/ v[T] to include a particular 
item of news, information, etc. in something 
printed, broadcast, or sent over electric wires © 
Newspapers and radio and TV stations throughout 
Missouri carried the story. 


REACH /'ker-i/ v [I] (esp. of sounds) to be able to 
reach or travel a particular distance © The actors’ 
voices carried all the way to the back of the theater. 


MOVE NUMBER /'keer-i/ v [T] to put a number into 
another column when doing addition 


MOVE BODY /'kzer-i/ v [T] to move and hold your 
body in a particular way © You can tell she’s a dan- 
cer by the way she carries herself. 


IDIOMS with carry 


°carry a tune to be able to sing the correct mu- 
sical sounds of a tune © Neither of my brothers can 
carry a tune, but my sister is a good singer. 

ecarry weight to be considered serious and im- 
portant enough to influence other people © The 
Senator's opinion carries a lot of weight in Congress. 


PHRASAL VERBS with carry 


*carry someone away to cause someone to be- 
come very excited and to lose control © / got car- 
ried away and spent too much money. 

ecarry off something SUCCEED [M] to succeed in 
doing or achieving something, esp. when this is 
difficult © / wouldn’t dare wear anything that out- 
rageous, but Michelle carried it off wonderfully. 
ecarry off something REMOVE [M] to remove 
something © Thieves broke the store window and 
carried off jewelry worth thousands of dollars. 
*carry on (something) CONTINUE to continue to 
do or be involved with something © Dianne is car- 
rying on the family tradition by becoming a lawyer. 
Oo You've got to carry on as though nothing 
happened. 

e carry On BEHAVE to behave in an excited or anx- 
ious way that is not controlled © The kids have been 
carrying on all day. 

carry out something [M] to perform or complete 
a job or activity; to fulfill © / was elected to carry out 
a program, the governor said, and | have every in- 
tention of carrying it out. 

ecarry over (something) [M] to move to or to 
come from a place or time © / try not to let my 
problems at work carry over into my private life. © 
The competitive balance of the regular season has 
been carried over to the playoffs. 


¢carry someone through something HELP to help 
someone in a difficult situation © We have only 
enough money to carry us through the next 3 
months. 

ecarry through something COMPLETE [M] to 
bring to a successful end; to complete © We are 
determined to carry our plans through to completion. 


carry-On adj [not gradable] small enough to be 
carried onto an aircraft with you © All carry-on lug- 
gage must be stowed under the seat in front of you 
or in one of the overhead compartments. 


carryout /'keer-i: ut/ n[C] a TAKEOUT © She or- 
dered a gourmet carryout. 


car seat n[C] a seat for a small child that can be 
attached to a seat in a car 


carsick /‘kar-sik/ adj (of a passenger in a car) feel- 
ing like you want to vomit because of the move- 
ment of the car 
carsickness /'kar ,sik-nas/ n [U] 


cart /kart/ n[C] 1 a vehicle with either two or four 
wheels that is pushed by a person, or pulled by an 
animal, esp. a horse, and is used for carrying goods 
2 A cart is also a SHOPPING CART. 


PHRASAL VERB with cart 


ecart away something/someone, cart off some- 
thing/someone [M] to take something or someone 
somewhere, esp. using a lot of effort 0 We cleaned 
out the garage and carted tons of stuff away. © He 
was carted off to jail. 


cartel /kar'tel/ n [C] a group of similar indepen- 
dent companies or countries who join together to 
control prices and limit competition 


cartilage /‘kart-4l-1d3/ n [U] a strong, elastic 
type of tissue found in humans in the joints and 
other places such as the nose, throat, and ears 
» Picture: joint 


cartography /kar'tag-ra-fi/ n [U] the science 
or art of making or drawing maps 


carton /'kart-®n/ n [C] a box made from card- 
board for storing goods, or a container made from 
cardboard or plastic in which esp. milk or fruit juice 
is sold 


cartoon DRAWING /kar'tu:n/ n [C] a drawing, 
esp. in a newspaper or magazine, that tells a joke 
or makes an amusing political criticism 
cartoonist /kar'tu:-nast/ n [C] © a popular politi- 
cal cartoonist 

MOVIE /kar'tu:n/, animated cartoon n[C] a movie 
made using characters and images that are in- 
vented and drawn 


cartridge /‘kar-trid3/ n [C] 1 a container that is 
used in a larger piece of equipment, and which can 
be replaced with another similar part © a video 
game cartridge 2 A cartridge is also a tube contain- 
ing an explosive substance and often a bullet for 
use in a gun. 


cartwheel /‘kart-hwi:l, -wi:l/ n[C] a fast, skillful 
movement in which you stretch out your arms and 
throw yourself sideways and upside down onto 
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cast 


one, then both, hands with your legs straight and 
pointing up, before landing on your feet again 


carve /karv/ v [!/T] 1 to make something by cut- 
ting into esp. wood or stone, or to cut into the 
surface of stone, wood, etc. 0 [T] This totem pole is 
carved from a single tree trunk. 2 To carve a large 
piece of cooked meat is to cut thin pieces from it: 
{!/T] Would you like me to carve (the turkey)? 
carving /'kar-vin/ n [C/U] a decorative object 
made from esp. wood or stone, or the art of mak- 
ing patterns in or objects from these materials 


PHRASAL VERBS with carve 


ecarve out something to create or obtain some- 
thing that helps you by skillful activities © She 
carved out a reputation for herself as a high-powered 
lawyer. 

*carve up something [M] to divide something into 
parts O The new owner carved up the company and 
sold off several divisions. 


cascade /kzs'kerd/ n[C] a short, steep WATER- 
FALL (= place where a river falls to a lower level), 
often one of a series © (fig.) A cascade of golden hair 
fell down her back (= Her hair seemed to flow down 
her back). 
cascade /kes'keid/ v [I always + adv/prep] to fall 
quickly and in large amounts; to flow © The blast 
shattered windows, sending pieces of glass cascading 
to the pavement. 


Case SITUATION /keis/ n [C] 1 a particular situa- 
tion or example of something ° We don’t normally 
accept credits from courses taken at another univer- 
sity, but we'll make an exception in your case. © It 
was a case of not knowing what to say. © She said | 
refused to answer the question, but that is not the 
case (= that is not accurate). 2 In case means if 
something else should happen: | think we should 
leave a little early, in case there’s a lot of traffic. 3 In 
case of something means if something should hap- 
pen, esp. something unusual or unexpected © In 
case of fire, go immediately to the nearest emergency 
exit. 


PROBLEM /kers/ n [C] an item or particular matter 
that is being dealt with as a problem to be solved, 
or a person considered in this way © Your skin prob- 
lem may be a mild case of eczema. © He is a sad case 
— out of work and with few friends to help him. 

ARGUMENT /kels/ n [C] 1 arguments, facts, and 
reasons in support of or against something © He 
presented the case against cutting the military bud- 
get. 2 law In a court of law, a case is a matter to be 
decided by a judge or JURY (= group of people): 
She claimed the city’s negligence caused her acci- 
dent, but she lost the case. 

CONTAINER /keis/ n [C] a container used for pro- 
tecting or storing things © an eyeglass case © a case 
of seltzer 

GRAMMAR /kers/ n[C] grammar the form a noun, 
pronoun, or adjective takes depending on its re- 
lationship to other words in a sentence © The pos- 
sessive case of a noun is usually formed with the 
ending -’s. 


case study n [C] a detailed examination of a 
particular process or situation over a period of time 


© She published a series of case studies on how 
schools used computers in language learning. 


cash /kz{/ n [U] money in the form of bills and 
coins © Are you going to pay by credit card or cash? 
cash /keef/ v [T] to get cash in exchange for esp. 
a check © Can! cash a traveler’s check here? 


PHRASAL VERBS with cash 


ecash in something [M] to exchange something 
that represents value for the money it is worth © 
The fund will have to begin cashing in its Treasury 
bonds. 

ecash in on something to use an opportunity to 
do something to your own advantage, esp. a fi- 
nancial advantage © His hotel is cashing in on the 
Phoenix area’s emergence as a golf mecca. 

ecash out (something) to accept money in ex- 
change for something that represents value © 
Many executives cashed out large chunks of stock 
when the price was near its high. 


cashew /‘kzf-u:, ka'fu:/n[C] a small, edible nut 


cash flow n [U] the rate at which money goes 
into, or into and out of, a business © As long as that 
positive cash flow continues, there’ll be a need to 
spend it. 


cashier /kz'fir/ n[C] a person whose job is to 
receive and pay out money in a store, bank, res- 
taurant, etc. 


cash machine n [C] an ATM 


cashmere /'kz3-m1r, 'kzJ-/ n[U] a type of very 
soft material that is made from the hair of goats 
from Kashmir © a fine cashmere sweater 


cash register n [C] a machine in a store or 
other business in which money is stored and that 
records sales 


casing /'ke1-sin/ n [C] a container or cover that 
goes around something to hold it together or pro- 
tect it 0 A metal casing enclosed the three-inch thick 
cable. 


casino /ka'si:-nou/ n [C] pl casinos a building 
where people play games to win money 


cask /kzesk/ n [C] a strong, round, wooden con- 
tainer used for storing liquid 


casket /'kzes-kat/ n [C] a COFFIN 


casserole /‘kzs-9,roul/ n [C] a dish made by 
cooking meat, vegetables, or other foods inside a 
heavy container at low heat, or the heavy, deep 
container with a lid used in cooking such dishes 


cassette /ka'set/ n[{C] a flat, rectangular device 
containing a very long strip of magnetic material 
that is used to record sound or pictures; an AUDI- 
OCASSETTE or VIDEOCASSETTE © He listens to cas- 
settes, CDs, even vinyl records. O Insert the cassette 
and press play. 


cassette player n [C] a device used for listen- 
ing to recorded music that has been replaced 
mainly by the CD 


Cast CAUSE TO APPEAR /kzest/ v[T] past cast ¥ to 
cause something to appear, as if by throwing 
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castaway 


something © People complained about the shadows 
cast by the new skyscraper. © (fig.) A new scientific 
study may cast some light on (= help to explain) 
why women live longer than men. 2 In the sport of 
fishing, if you cast something, such as a line or a 
net, you throw it far into the water: We watched 
the trout fishermen casting their lines. 


CHOOSE ACTORS /keest/ v [T] past cast to choose 
actors to play particular parts in a play, movie, or 
show, or to choose an actor for a part O They are 
casting the show in New York right now. © She’s been 
cast as a young doctor in an upcoming movie. 
cast /keest/ n [C] all the actors in a movie, play, 
or show 


SHAPE /keest/ v [T] past cast to make an object by 
pouring liquid, such as melted metal, into a 
shaped container to become hard © The bronze 
statue is being cast next week. 
cast /keest/ n [C] an object made in a particular 
shape by pouring a liquid substance into a con- 
tainer having that shape and letting the liquid 
harden 

COVERING /kzest/ n [C] a hard covering used to 


keep a broken bone in the correct position and 
protect it until it heals 


VOTE /keest/ v [T] past cast to give a vote © Alto- 
gether, 358 votes were cast. 


IDIOM with cast 


ecast doubt on someone/something to cause peo- 
ple to feel uncertainty about something © New evi- 
dence has cast doubt on the guilty verdict. 


PHRASAL VERBS with cast 


ecast about, cast around to search in many dif- 
ferent places for something that you need © She 
spent years casting about for a career. 

ecast off (of a ship) to leave © The ship was sched- 
uled to cast off at 8 p.m. 


castaway /'kzs-to,wei/ n[C] a person who has 
escaped from a ship that has sunk and managed 
to get to an island or country where there are few 
or no other people 


caste /kest/ n [C/U] social studies 1 one of the 
traditional social groups in Hindu society 2 Caste 
can also refer generally to a social class system in 
any society: [U] The founders of the new nation re- 
jected a social system based on caste. 


caster /'kzs-tar/ n[C] a small wheel, usually one 
of a set, that is fixed to the bottom, usually of the 
leg, of a piece of furniture so that it can be moved 
easily 


castigate /'kzs-ta,geit/ v [T] to criticize some- 
one or sometning severely © Health inspectors cas- 
tigated the kitchen staff for not keeping the place 
clean. 


cast iron n [U] a type of iron that is made into 
shapes by being poured into containers when 
melted © a cast-iron frying pan 


castle /'kzs-al/ n [C] 1 a large building with 
strong walls, built in the past by a king or other 


important person for protection against attack 2 
A castle is also a ROOK. 


castoff /'kzs-to:f/ n [C] something, esp. a piece 

of clothing, that you no longer want and give 
away © His family was poor, and he always wore 
castofts. 


castrate /‘kxs-treit/ v[T] biologyto remove the 
TESTICLES (= organs that produce sperm) of a male 
animal 


casual NOT SERIOUS /'kz3-9-wal/ adj not serious 
or Careful in attitude; only partly interested © a ca- 
sual glance at a magazine © Even to the casual ob- 
server, the forgery was obvious. 


INFORMAL /'kee3-9-wal/ adj not formal; relaxed in 
style or manner O We have a small office and |am 
very casual and wear slacks and sports shirts and 
things like that. 
casually /'kzez-a-wa-li/ adv 0 We were told to 
dress casually for the walking tour. 


TEMPORARY /'kze3-9-wal/ adj 1 not regular or fre- 
quent; temporary or done sometimes © casual la- 
borers 2 Casual also means slight: He was only a 
casual acquaintance — | didn’t know him well. 


NOT PLANNED /'kz3-9-wal/ adj not intended or 
planned © a casual remark © casual conversation 


casualty /'ke3-wal-ti, 'kee3-al-ti/ n [C] a person 
hurt or killed in a war or other destructive event, 
or something prevented by an event © The number 
of casualties from Sunday’s tsunami continues to rise. 
© New team uniforms were a casualty of the budget 
cuts. 


Cat /kzt/ n[C] a small, furry animal with four legs 
and a tail, often kept as a pet, or any of a group of 
related animals that are wild, and some of which 
are large and fierce, such as the lion 


CAT /kzet/ n [U] abbreviation for computerized axial 
tomography (= a way of taking pictures of struc- 
tures inside the body) 


cataclysm /‘ket-a,kliz-am/ n [C] an extremely 
destructive event or violent change © environmen- 
tal/natural cataclysms 
cataclysmic /,ket-a'kliz-mik/ adj 


catalog, catalogue /'kzt-®l ,9:g, -,ag/ n[C] a list- 
ing, sometimes with explanations or pictures, of 
items offered for sale, of items that are available 
for use, or of objects described for a scientific pur- 
pose O The company’s spring catalog is filled with 
pictures of beautifully made clothing for girls. © Stu- 
dents can search the library's on-line catalog and 
order books. © (fig.) | have a whole catalog of things 
that need to be done. 
catalog, catalogue /'kzt-9l,2:g, -,ag/ v [T] © Sci- 
entists were cataloging the plants of their regions. 


catalyst /‘kzt-l-ast/n[C] 1a condition, event, 
or person that is the cause of an important change 
2 biology, chemistry A catalyst is also a substance 
that causes or speeds a chemical reaction without 
itself being changed. 


catapult /‘ket-9 palt, -,pult/ v [T always + adv/ 
prep] 1 to become famous or important very sud- 
denly, in the process moving beyond others who 
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had been more famous or important © The album 
of hit songs catapulted her almost overnight into na- 
tional stardom. 2 Something or someone that is 
catapulted is thrown forward with great force or 
speed. 


cataract EYE CONDITION /‘kzt-a,raekt/ n [C] 
an area of the eye that changes to become unclear, 
causing a person not to see well, or this condition 
of the eye 


FALLING WATER /‘kzt-9,raekt/ n [C] a place in a 
river where the water falls to a lower level 


catastrophe /ks'tes-tra-fi/ n [C] a sudden 
event that causes great suffering or destruction © 
Losing his job was a financial catastrophe for his fam- 
ily. © A chemical plant leak could cause an environ- 
mental catastrophe. 
catastrophic /,kzt-a'straf-1k/ adj © Continued 
rain will cause catastrophic flooding. 


catch TAKE HOLD /ketJ, ket{/ v[I/T] past caught 
to take or get hold of a moving object, or to hold 
and prevent someone from getting away © [I] She 
tossed him the car keys and yelled, “Catch!” © [T] 
He sneaked into the fairgrounds without paying and 
hoped nobody would catch him. 
catch /ketJ, ket{/ n [C/U] 1 the act of taking hold 
of something that is thrown or comes through the 
air O [C] The ball was hit well, but the centerfielder 
made a leaping, one-handed catch to end the game. 
2 Catch is also the activity of throwing and receiv- 
ing a ball with another person: [U] My kids are al- 
ways begging me to play catch. 
catcher /'kaetJ-or, 'ketf-/ n [C] (in baseball) a 
player who catches the ball when it is thrown to 
the player who is hitting for the opposing team 


DISCOVER /kzetJ, ketJ/ v[T] past caught to discover, 
find, or become aware of something © /f the disease 
is caught in time, most patients get well quickly. © | 
hope | catch all the mistakes in my term paper. 

SEE /keetJ, ket{/ v [T] past caught to see or hear 
something or someone, or to understand © I’m 
sorry, | didn’t quite catch what you said. 


TRAVEL /kzetf, ketJ/ v [T] past caught to travel or 
be able to travel on a train, bus, aircraft, etc. O He 
always caught the 6:05 train out of Grand Central. 


BECOME INFECTED /ketJ, ketJ/ v [T] past caught to 
get an illness © | caught a cold. 
catching /‘ketJ-15, 'ketJ-/ adj (of an illness) able 
to be given to someone else © /’ve got a rash, but 
| don’t think it’s catching. 

PROBLEM /keetJ, ket{/ n[C] infmia hidden problem 
or disadvantage © That sales price sounds too good 
to be true — there must be a catch to it somewhere. 


DEVICE /kztJ, ket{/ n[C] a small device with a mov- 
able part that is used to fasten something © The 
catch on the bracelet is broken. 


IDIOMS with catch 


ecatch your breath to wait and rest for a moment 
when you have been very active, so that you can 
begin to breathe more slowly © Don’t try to talk, 
just sit down and catch your breath. 

«catch someone’s eye to cause someone to notice 
something or someone © | was looking around the 
store for a present for my mom, and this book caught 
my eye. 


categorical 


e catch fire to start burning © When the grass in the 
yard caught fire, | thought the whole house was go- 
ing to burn down. 

ecatch someone off guard, catch someone by sur- 
prise to surprise someone, esp. in a way that 
makes the person feel confused or uncertain © The 
news caught her completely off guard — she didn’t 
know what to say. © The strength of the storm 
caught many residents by surprise. 

ecatch sight of someone/something, catch a 
glimpse of someone/something to see something 
only for a moment © | caught sight of someone with 
red hair and knew it was you. 

ecaught up in something 1 so involved in an ac- 
tivity that you do not notice other things © | was 
so caught up in my school work, that | didn’t realize 
what was happening with my sister. 2 To be caught 
up in something also means to be involved in an 
activity that you did not intend to be involved in: 
He got caught up in the demonstrations and got 
arrested. 

¢ someone wouldn't be caught dead someone dis- 
likes something very much © | wouldn’t be caught 
dead wearing a dress like that — it’s like something 
my grandmother would wear! 


PHRASAL VERBS with catch 


ecatch on BECOME POPULAR to become fashion- 
able or popular © Why did the electronic gadget 
catch on so fast? 

e catch on UNDERSTAND to understand © We were 
teasing Jim, but he was slow to catch on that we were 
joking. 

e catch up REACH ANOTHER to reach someone or 
something by moving faster than the other person 
or thing © She is really fast, and! couldn't catch up 
with her. © (fig.) We're a young, growing company, 
and we’re trying to catch up to the competition. © 
Related noun: CATCH-UP 

ecatch up TALK to talk with someone you know 
in order to exchange news or information © By the 
time coffee came, R.J. and Angelo had caught up a 
little bit. 

«catch up on something to do something that you 
have not been able to do recently © / have to catch 
up on my reading. 


catch-22 n [C] a situation in which there are 

only two possibilities, and you cannot do either 
because each depends on having done the other 
first 


catch-up n[U] the activity of trying to do as well 
as a competitor or of trying to reach a level of 
achievement © Having started his fund-raising late, 
he had to play catch-up if he wanted to get enough 
money for his political campaign. © Related verb: 
CATCH UP 


catchy /‘ketJ-i, 'ketJ-i/ adj (esp. of a tune or 
song) pleasing and easy to remember © a catchy 
melody 


catechism /‘kzt-9,kiz-am/ n [C] a set of ques- 
tions and answers used to teach esp. the beliefs of 
a Christian religion 

categorical / kzt-9'go:r-1-kal, -'gar-/ adj with- 
out doubt or possibility of not being true; certain 
O The president issued a categorical denial. 
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category ©® /‘ket-a,ga:r-i, -,gour-i/ n [C] a 
grouping of people or things by type in any sys- 
tematic arrangement © The light trucks weigh less 
than 5,000 pounds and are in a category that in- 
cludes minivans, pickups, and sport utility vehicles. 
categorize @ /'‘kzt-a-ga ,raiz/ v[T] © The books 
are categorized by subject. 
categorization © /,kezt-a-ga-ra,zer'fan/ n[U] 


cater /‘keit-ar/ v [I/T] to provide food and drinks 
for an occasion or event © [T] Who catered your 
party? 
caterer /'keit-9-rar/ n[C] © an experienced caterer 


PHRASAL VERB with cater 


ecater to someone/something to provide what 
someone or something needs or wants © Our mag- 
azines cater to professionals such as lawyers and 
physicians. 


caterpillar /‘ket-2,pil-ar, 'keet-or-/ n [C] a 
small animal with a narrow body and many legs, 
and which feeds on the leaves of plants and later 
develops into a BUTTERFLY or MOTH (= flying 
insect) 


CATERPILLAR 


catfish /‘kzet-f1{/ n [C] an edible fish with a flat 
head and stiff growths like hairs around its mouth, 
found in rivers and lakes 


catharsis /ka'ear-sas/ n [C/U] pi catharses the 
experience of expressing strong emotions that 
previously were blocked © [C] It’s the director’s 
hope that Germans who see his movie will go 
through a catharsis similar to his own. 

cathartic /ka'eart-1k/ adj © a cathartic experience 


cathedral /ka'¢i:-dral/ n[C] a large and impor- 
tant church, esp. one that is the center of a large 
area 


catheter /'kze-at-ar/ n [C] medical a thin tube 
put into the body temporarily to help remove a 
liquid or to put in medicine 


cathode /‘kzxe,oud/ n [C] chemistry, physics 
one of the ELECTRODES (= object that electricity 
moves through) in a piece of electrical equipment; 
the positive electrode in a BATTERY (= device that 
produces electricity) and the negative electrode in 
most other electrical devices 


cathode ray n[C] chemistry, physics a flow of 
ELECTRONS sent out by a CATHODE inside a closed 
container from which the air has been removed or 
which contains a special gas 


cathode ray tube, abbreviation CRT n [C] 
physics a tube-shaped part in a television or com- 
puter screen, inside which a flow of ELECTRONS (= 
small pieces of an atom) is produced to create the 
images or text 


Catholic /‘kee-lk, -a-ltk/ n, adj ROMAN 
CATHOLIC. 


Catholicism /ka'@al-a,s1z-am/ n [U] ROMAN 
CATHOLICISM. 


catnap /‘ket-nzp/ n[C] a short sleep, esp. dur- 
ing the day 


CAT scan /ket/ n[C] a picture of structures in- 
side the body, taken with a special machine 


catsup /'ketJ-ap, 'katf-ap/ n [U] KETCHUP 


cattle /‘kzt-l/ pi n large farm animals kept for 
their milk or meat; cows and BULLS © beef/dairy 
cattle 


catty /‘ket-i/ adj (of words, esp. speech) in- 
tended to hurt someone; unkind © catty remarks 


catwalk /'kzt-wo:k/ n[C] 1 a narrow structure 
built beside a bridge or building or above a stage, 
used for walking or performing work 2 A catwalk 
is also a long, narrow stage used in a fashion show 
by MODELS (= people employed to show how new 
clothes look when they are worn). 


Caucasian /k>:'ker-3an/ n [C] a white person 


caucus /'k9:-kas/ n[C] politics & government 1 
a meeting of the people who run a political party 
to plan activities and to decide which people the 
party will support in an election 2 A caucus is also 
a group of people within a larger organization, 
esp. Congress, who have similar interests: the Con- 
gressional Black Caucus 


caught /k>:t/ past simple and past participle of 
CATCH 


cauliflower /‘kal-1,flau-ar, 'kor-lr-, -,flaur/ n[C/ 
U] a firm, round, white vegetable that is eaten 
cooked or raw 


Cause REASON /k9:z/ n [C/U] 1 something with- 
out which something else would not happen © [C] 
The investigation will determine the cause of the air- 
plane accident. © [C] She studied the causes of hu- 
man behavior. 2 Cause is also reason for doing or 
feeling something: [U] He had just cause to feel dis- 
turbed by these events. © [U] There is no cause for 
alarm. 
cause /ko:z/ v[T] © The wind and rain caused sev- 
eral accidents. 


WORD CHOICES cause 
An alternative to “cause” is the phrasal verb 
bring about. 


Many ilInesses are brought about by poor diet 
and lack of exercise. 
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cease 


When something causes something to happen 
or exist, you can use the verbs result in or lead 
to. 
The fire resulted in damage to their house. 
Reducing speed limits has led to fewer deaths 
on the highways. 
If something causes someone or something to 
be in a particular state, the verb make is often 
used. 
The heat is making me tired. 
The verb arouse is sometimes used when 
something causes a strong feeling or emotion. 
It’s a subject which has aroused a lot of 
interest. 
If the feeling it causes is negative, you can use 
the verb breed. 
Favoritism breeds resentment. 
The verbs trigger or spark are sometimes used 
to talk about something causing something 
else to happen. 
Some people find that certain foods trigger 
their headaches. 
Her theories have sparked a great deal of 
debate. 
For talking about the person or thing who 
causes something to happen, you can use the 
phrase responsible for. 
Last month’s bad weather was responsible for 
the crop failure. 


PRINCIPLE /k9:z/ n[C] an idea or principle strongly 
supported by some people © He devoted himself to 
charitable causes and gave away millions of dollars. 


causeway /'ks:z-wei/ n [C] a raised road, esp. 
across water 


caustic /'ko:-stik/ adj 1 strongly critical © a caus- 
tic remark 2 chemistry Caustic means able to burn 
through things. 


caution /'k:-fan/ n [C] a warning © It’s a good 
time to invest, he said, but a word of caution is in 
order. 

caution /'ko:: fan/ v[I/T] to warn someone about 
a possible problem or danger © [T] They cautioned 
her not to walk through the park at night. © [| always 
+ adv/prep] Experts caution against reading too 
much into the decline of stock market prices. 
cautionary /'ko:- Ja ,ner-i/ adj © Some saw the fa- 
tal crash as a cautionary tale about the use of cell 
phones while driving. 


cautious /'k>:: fas/ adj not acting quickly in or- 
der to avoid risks; careful © Most doctors are cau- 
tious about advising you to have surgery. © Auto 
companies are taking a cautious approach toward 
introducing electric cars. 
caution /'ks:-Jan/ n [U] careful attention © Use 
caution when approaching the railroad crossing. 
cautiously /'ko:-fa-sli/ adv © She was in the habit 
of driving cautiously. 


cavalier /,keev-a'lir/ adj not serious or caring 
enough about matters that other people are seri- 
ous about © a cavalier attitude toward public health 
concerns 


cavalry /‘kev-al-ri/ n [C] an army group which 

fights from ARMORED vehicles, HELICOPTERS (= 
type of aircraft) or, esp. in the past, while riding 
horses 


cave /keiv/ n[C] a large hole in the side of a hill, 
cliff, or mountain, or underground © /t was very 
dark and cold inside the cave. » Picture: stalactite; 
stalagmite 


PHRASAL VERBS with cave 


ecave in FALLIN (of a structure) to fall in sud- 
denly, esp. because of a lack of support © The build- 
ing’s roof caved in under the weight of the snow. 

e cave in AGREE TO to agree to demands that you 
originally opposed because you have become tired 
or frightened © She accused the university of caving 
in to political pressures. 


caveat /‘keev-i: et, ‘kav-i: ,at/ n [C] a warning, 
for example about the use or effectiveness of 
something © One caveat: Know when passengers 
must be back on board the plane. 


caveman /'keiv-mzn/ n [C] pi -men a person 
who lived in the past, early in human history, when 
humans made tools from stone and often lived in 
caves 


cavern /'‘kzv-arn/ n[C] a large cave 
cavernous /‘kev-ar-nas/ adj (of a space) very 
large © the cavernous Los Angeles Coliseum 


Caviar /‘kev-i: ar, 'kav-/ n[U] the eggs of various 
large fish, salted and eaten as a DELICACY (= some- 
thing rare that it good to eat) 


cavity /'kev-at-i/ n[C] 1 a hole in a surface or a 
hollow inside something © the abdominal/chest 
cavity 2 A cavity is also a hollow place in a tooth 
caused by decay. 


cavort /ka'vo:rt/ v [I] to dance around, having a 
noisy good time © A group of teenagers were ca- 
vorting in the park. 


CC /si:'si:/ n [C] abbreviation for CUBIC CENTIMETER 


CD n [C] abbreviation for compact disc (= small, plas- 
tic disk with a metal surface on which information 
or sound is recorded) © | bought a new CD player. 


CD-ROM | si:-di:'ram/ n [C] a CD that contains 
information that can be read on a computer but 
not changed 


C.E. abbreviation for 1 Common Era, used for the 
period of time beginning with the year 1 of the 
CALENDAR used today in many parts of the world, 
esp. in Europe and North and South America © The 
last Roman legions left Britain in 410 C.E. 2 C.E. is 
also an abbreviation for CHRISTIAN ERA 


cease © /si:s/ v [I/T] to stop an action or condi- 
tion © [T] Clapp had to cease publication because of 
lack of money. © [+ to infinitive] /t was hard to accept 
that one day he would simply cease to exist. 
ceaseless @ /'si:-slas/ adj [not gradable] contin- 
uing without ever stopping © When a baby be- 
comes ill there can be ceaseless crying. 
ceaselessly /'si:-sla-sli/ adv [not gradable] o She 
worked ceaselessly for change. 
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ceasefire 


ceasefire /'si:s-fair/ n [C] an agreement, esp. 
between two armies, to stop fighting 


cedar /'si:d-ar/ n [C/U] a tall, wide, evergreen 
tree, or its wood, which has a sweet smell © [U] a 
cedar chest 


cede /si:d/ v [T] fm! to give control or possession 
of something, esp. land to someone else, often un- 
willingly or because forced to do so 0 New Orleans 
was ceded to Spain in 1763. 


ceiling /‘si:-Itg/ n [C] 1 the upper surface of a 
room that you see when you look above you © The 
kitchen ceiling needs painting. 2 A ceiling is also an 
upper limit put on something that varies: There is 
a 10% ceiling on rent increases. 


celeb /sa'leb/ n [C] short form of CELEBRITY 


celebrate /'sel-o brert/ v [I/T] to recognize an 
important occasion by taking part in an activity 
that makes it special o [T] Children’s Day has been 
celebrated in Japan for hundreds of years. 
celebration /,sel-o'bret-fan/ n [C/U] o [C] a 
Fourth of July celebration 


WORD FAMILY celebrate 


Nouns celebration 
celebrity 


Adjectives celebrated 
Verbs 


celebrate 


celebrated /‘sel-o breit-ad/ adj famous for 
some special quality or ability © Kelley was the most 
celebrated clown of his era. 


celebrity /sa'leb-rat-i/, short form celeb /sa'leb/ 
n [C] someone who is famous, esp. in the enter- 
tainment business © Hollywood celebrities turned up 
at Laguna Beach. 


celery /'sel-a-ri/ n [U] a vegetable with long, 
green stems that can be eaten raw or cooked 

celestial /sa'les-tfal/ adj of or from the sky 
above us © The moon is a celestial body. 

celibacy /'sel-a-bo-si/ n [U] the state of inten- 
tionally not being married or having a sexual 
relationship 

celibate /'sel-a-bat/ adj [not gradable] © a celi- 
bate life 

cell ORGANISM /sel/ n [C] biology the smallest 
basic unit of a plant or animal © Related adjective: 
CELLULAR 

ROOM /sel/ n[C] a small room, esp. in a prison 
ENERGY /sel/ n[C] physics another name for a BAT- 
TERY ELECTRICAL DEVICE 


cellar /'sel-ar/ n [C] a room under the ground 
floor of a building, esp. a house, that is usually 
used for storage 


mitochondria 


=... chromosome 


membrane 


ANIMAL CELL 


-celled /seld/ suffix biology used to form adjec- 
tives that describe how many cells an organism has 


cello /'tfel-ou/ n [C/U] pi cellos a large, wooden 
musical instrument with four strings which a 
player rests on the floor, holding it between the 
legs while sitting, and plays with a BOW (= stick 
with hairs attached to it), or this type of instrument 
generally 
cellist /'tfel-ast/ n [C] © a cellist with the Chicago 
Symphony 


cellophane /‘sel-9 fein/ n [U] a thin, transpar- 
ent material used for covering food and other 
items 


cellular /‘sel-jo-lar/ adj [not gradable] biology 
having to do with the cells of an organism 


cellular phone /'sel-js-lar‘foun/, cell phone 
/'sel-foun/ n[C] a telephone that can be used any- 
where you go because it operates with radio 
signals 


celluloid /'sel-ja laid/ n[U] a type of plastic used 
in the past to make many items, esp. film for 
movies 


cellulose /'sel-ja,lous, -,louz/ n [U] the main 
substance in the cell walls of plants, which is used 
in making paper, artificial fibers, and plastics 


cell wall n [C) biology the hard outer covering 
that surrounds a plant cell and that consists mainly 
of CELLULOSE » Picture: cell 


Celsius /'sel-si:-as/, centigrade, abbreviation C n 
[U] a range of numbers for measuring temperature 
in which water freezes at 0° and boils at 100° o 
Compare FAHRENHEIT 


cement /st'ment/ n[U] 1 a gray powder that is 
mixed with water, sand, and other substances, be- 
comes very hard when dry, and is used in making 
concrete 2 Cement also means concrete: There 
weren't any chairs, so she sat on the cement. 
cement /sr'ment/ v [T] 1 to attach firmly, or to 
cover with cement © The dentist cemented the tooth 
back in place. 2 If you cement an agreement or 
relationship, you make it unlikely to change: She 
cemented the sale with a down payment. 

cementation / si: men'ter-fan/ n [U] earth 
science the process by which solid material that 
has been dissolved in water sticks together to form 
rock when the water EVAPORATES (= changes to a 
gas) 

cemetery /'sem:a,ter-i/ n[C] an area of ground 
in which dead bodies are buried 


CeNnsSOF /'sen-sar/ v [T] to remove parts of some- 
thing, such as a book, movie, or letter, that you do 


nucleus 


chromosome 
cell wall 


mitochondria 


vacuole 


PLANT CELL 
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not want someone to see or hear © She opposes 
efforts to censor the Internet. 

censor /'sen-sar/ n [C] a person who censors 
something 

censorship /'sen-sar ,fip/ n [U] the practice of 
censoring © Artists and critics accused him of 
censorship. 


censure /'sen-tfar/ n [U] strong criticism or dis- 
approval, esp. when it is the official judgment of 
an organization 
censure /'sen-tfar/ v [T] © The Senate rarely cen- 
sures its members. 


census /'sen-sas/ n[C] politics & government a 
count for official purposes, esp. one to count the 
number of people living in a country and to obtain 
information such as age, sex, race, etc. 


cent /sent/ n[C] a unit of money worth 1/100 of 
a dollar © The newspaper costs 50 cents. 


centennial /sen'ten:i:-al/, centenary /sen'ten: 
ari, ‘sent:®n ,er-i/ n[C] the day or year that is 100 
years after a particular event, esp. an important 
one; the 100th ANNIVERSARY © The sculpture com- 
memorates Wyoming’s centennial. 


center MIDDLE /'sent-ar/ n [C] 1 the middle 
point or part © She stood in the center of the stage. 
2 politics & government |n politics, the center is 
a set of opinions that are not extreme. 3 In some 
sports, esp. football and BASKETBALL, a center on 
a team is a player whose position is between other 
players or in the center. 
center /'sent-ar/ v [T] to put something in the 
center © The headings should be centered on the 
page. 

PLACE /'sent-ar/ n[C] a building or set of buildings 
having a particular purpose, or a place connected 
with a particular activity © a shopping center © the 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts © New York 
is a center for the arts. 


WORD FAMILY center 


Nouns Verbs center 
centralize 


decentralize 


center 
decentralization 


Adjectives central 
centrist 


Adverbs centrally 


IDIOM with center 


ethe center of attention someone who everyone 
else notices or watches © He likes being the center 
of attention. 


PHRASAL VERB with center 


«center on something, center around something to 
have as the main subject or interest © The discus- 
sion centered on how students develop reading 
comprehension. 


centerpiece /'sent-ar,pi:s/ n [C usually sing] 
the most important part of something © The cen- 
terpiece of most environmental studies is con- 
servation. 


centigrade /'sen-ta greid/ n [U] CELSIUS. 


centimeter /'sent-9,mi:t-ar/, abbreviation em n 
[C] a unit of measurement of length equal to 0.01 
meter or 0.39 inch 


centipede /'sent-2,pi:d/ n [C] a small animal 
like a WORM with a long, thin body and many legs 


central NEAR THE MIDDLE /‘sen-tral/ adj in, at, 
from, or near the center © He grew up in central 
IMlinois. 
centrally /'sen-tra-li/ adv near the center 0 We 
want a hotel that’s centrally located. 


IMPORTANT /'sen-tral/ adj main or important © 
American novels often take money as their central 
concern. 


CONTROLLED /'sen-tral/ adj (of something having 
separate parts) controlled from a single place or by 
a single organization © A central computer tracks 
reservations. 
centralize /'sen-tra ,laiz/ v [T] to bring separate 
parts together so that they are organized or con- 
trolled from one place © The law centralized control 
over the banking industry. 


central nervous system n[C] biology the 
main system of nerves in a living thing, consisting 
of the brain and the SPINAL CORD 


centripetal /sen'trip-at-4l/ adj [not gradable] 
physics 1 describes a turning object that is moving 
toward the point around which it is turning 2 Cen- 
tripetal force is the force that pulls an object that 
is moving in a circle toward the center of the circle. 
Centripetal acceleration is the increase in speed 
that happens to such an object. 


centrist /'sen-trast/ adj not extreme in your po- 
litical opinions © He said all the things that centrist 
voters seem to want to hear. 


century /'sen-tfa-ri/ n [C] 1 a period of 100 
years O Her medical career spanned half a century. 
2 A century is also a particular period of 100 years: 
the fourth century B.C. © His music was influential in 
the 19th and 20th centuries. 


CEO n [C] abbreviation for CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


ceramics /so'rzem-iks/ n [C/U] objects pro- 
duced by shaping pieces of clay that are then hard- 
ened by baking, or the skill of making such objects 
ceramic /sa'reem:1k/ adj [not gradable] © ceramic 
kitchen tiles 


cereal FOOD /'str-i:-al/ n [C/U] a food made 
from grain that is eaten esp. for breakfast ofU] Do 
you want cereal or eggs? 

GRASS /'sir-i:-al/ n [C/U] a type of grass that is 
grown to produce grain © [C] Wheat, rice, and corn 
are cereals. 


cerebellum /ser-®,bel-am/ n [C] biology a 
large part at the back of the brain that controls the 
muscles, movement, and balance 


cerebral /sa'ri:-bral, ‘ser-a-/ adj relating to the 
brain, esp. the front part of the brain 


cerebral palsy »n [UJ a physical condition in- 
volving permanent tightening of the muscles that 
is caused by damage to the brain during or before 
birth 
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cerebrum 


cerebrum /so'ri:-bram, 'ser-a:-bram/ n [C] bi- 
ology the front part of the brain, which is involved 
with thought, decision, emotion, and character 


ceremony /'ser-3 mou-ni/ n[C/U] a set of acts, 
often traditional or religious, performed at a for- 
mal occasion esp. to recognize an important 
event, or the performing of such acts © [C] a grad- 
uation/wedding ceremony © [U] She was buried 
without ceremony. 
ceremonial /,ser-a'mou-ni:-al/ adj 
queen's role is largely ceremonial. 


certain KNOWING TO BE TRUE /‘s3rt-®n/ adj 
knowing that something is true or will happen and 
having no cause to feel that it may not be true or 
may not happen; having no doubt © “/ think Emily 
is going to pick up Judy.” “Are you certain?” © One 
thing is certain — supporters of the bill are not giving 
up. © [+ (that) clause] I’m certain (that) he’ll be 
there. O[+ question word] I’m not certain how much 
it will cost. O When you report a robbery, make cer- 
tain a police report is filled out (= check that this 
happens). 
certainly /'sart-®n-li/ adv 1 | value his opinion, 
and I'll certainly miss him. © | certainly don’t spend 
it watching TV in the evenings. 2 When said in an- 
swer to a question asking for help, certainly means 
yes: “Can you give me a hand?” “Certainly.” 

PARTICULAR /'s3rt-®n/ adj particular but not named 
or described © Parents expect their kids to leave 
home at a certain point. 
certain /'sart-®°n/ pronoun © Charges were filed 
against certain of the company’s directors. 

LIMITED /'sart-®n/ adj [not gradable] some but not 
exactly stated; limited © She enjoys sports to a cer- 
tain extent. © There’s a certain amount of exagger- 
ation in all ads. 


WORD FAMILY certain 


Nouns 


Oo The 


Adverbs 


certainty 
uncertainty 


certainly 
uncertainly 


Adjectives certain Pronouns certain 


uncertain 


certainty SURE KNOWLEDGE /'sart-2n-ti/ n [U] 
the sure knowledge that something is true o Can 
you Say with absolute certainty that this is the man 
you saw? 


CERTAIN EVENT /'s3rt:®n-ti/ n [C] something that 
has no possibility of any other result; something 
that you know will happen in a particular way © 
There are few certainties in life. 


certificate /sor'tif-1-kat/ n [C] an official doc- 
ument that gives information © a birth/death/mar- 
riage certificate 


certification /,s3rt-a-fa'ke:-fan/ n[C/U] proof 
or a document proving that someone is qualified 
for a particular job, or that something is of good 
quality © [C] Adult workers are increasingly going 
back to school for a degree or certification to improve 
their job opportunities. © [U] He will seek organic cer- 
tification of his beef and poultry products. 


certified check n [C) a check that a bank has 
already paid for 


certified mail n [U] mail for which proof of 
delivery is obtained 


certified public accountant, abbreviation 
CPA n[C] a person who has completed the train- 
ing and passed a state exam to become an 
ACCOUNTANT 


certify /'sart-9 ,fai/ v [T] fml to state something 
officially, esp. that something is true or correct or 
that someone has been trained to a particular stan- 
dard © Inspectors must certify that the building is 
safe. 
certified /'sart-9,fard/ adj [not gradable] having 
a document that proves you have successfully 
completed a course of training © a certified teacher 
O[+ toinfinitive] She is certified to practice medicine. 


Cervix /'sar-viks/ n [C] medical the narrow, lower 
part of a woman’s uterus 
cervical /'sar-vi-kal/ adj [not gradable] medical © 
cervical cancer 


cesarean (section), caesarean /st'zzr-i:- 
an ('sek-fan), -'zer-/, abbreviation C-section n [C] 
medical an Operation on a woman to allow the birth 
of her child through a cut made in her ABDOMEN 


cessation /ses'er-fan/ n [C/U] fmi the ending of 
a condition or the stopping of an activity © [C usu- 
ally sing] a cessation of violence 


cesspool /'ses-pit/ n [C] a large, underground 
hole or container that is used for collecting and 
storing human waste and dirty water © (fig.) Gov- 
ernment there was a cesspool of corruption. 


chafe RuB /tfeif/ v[I/T] to make or become dam- 
aged or sore by rubbing © [T] That bracelet chafed 
my wrist. 

BE ANNOYED /tJerf/ v [I always + adv/prep] to be 
or become annoyed or lose patience © Some stu- 
dents chafed at the increased security presence. 


chagrin /{2'grin/ n[U] a feeling of being upset, 
disappointed, or annoyed, esp. because of a failure 
or mistake © We grow lots of squash, much to my 
children’s chagrin. 
chagrined /fa'grind/ adj o She was chagrined to 
discover her mistake. 


chain CONNECTED RINGS /tfein/ n [C] 1 a 
length of metal rings that are connected together 
and used for fastening or supporting, and in ma- 
chinery © She looped the chain around her bike and 
locked it to the fence. 2 A chain is also a length of 
connected rings worn as jewelry: Mary wore a silver 
chain around her neck. 
chain /tfein/ v [T] 1 to tie or connect together 
with a chain © An old bicycle was chained to a post 
near the front door. 2 |f you are chained to some- 
thing, you work for long periods with it: / had no 
intention of spending my day chained to the stove. 

RELATED THINGS /tfein/ n[C] a set of connected 
or related things © a mountain chain © a chain of 
supermarkets © That set in motion a chain of events 
that changed her life forever. 


chain-link fence pn [c) a strong metal fence 


that has the appearance of a series of chains con- 
nected together 
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chamber music 


chain of command p [C] the way that peo- 
ple with authority in an organization, esp. in the 
military, are ranked, from the person with the most 
authority to the next one below, and so on 


chain reaction SERIES OF EVENTS n([C] a set 
of related events in which each event causes the 
next one O The accident caused a chain reaction in 
which seven trucks piled up on the bridge. 
NUCLEAR REACTION rn [C] a series of nuclear reac- 
tions in which NEUTRONS (= part of an atom) re- 
leased by FISSION (= the dividing of an atom) go 
on to Cause more fission 


chain saw n[C] a cutting tool that is powered 
by a motor and has a continuous chain with sharp 
points, used mainly for cutting wood 


chair FURNITURE /tfer, tJeer/ n [C] a movable 
seat that has a part for your back to rest against, 
usually four legs, and sometimes two side parts for 
your arms 


BE IN CHARGE /tJer, tfzr/ v[T] to be the person in 
charge of a meeting © Would you chair tomorrow's 
meeting? 
chair /tfer, tfaer/ n [C] a CHAIRPERSON 


chairman /'tjer-man, ‘tfer-/ n [C] pi -men a 
person in charge of a meeting, organization, or 
department; a CHAIRPERSON © USAGE: Although 
chairman can refer to a person of either sex, chair- 
person or chair is often preferred to avoid giving 
the idea the person is necessarily male. 


chairmanship /‘tfer-man,jip, ‘tfeer-/ n [C 
usually sing] the state or period during which a 
particular person is a CHAIRPERSON © the chair- 
manship of the Alabama Republican Committee 


chairperson /'tfer,p3r-san, 'tfeer-/, chair /tfer, 
tfeer/n [C] p! chairpeople a person in charge of a 
meeting, organization, or department © All the 
members of the committee take turns acting as 
chairperson. 


chairwoman /‘tfer,wum-an, 'tfeer-/ n [C] pl 
-women a woman in charge of a meeting, orga- 
nization, or department; a CHAIRPERSON 


chalet /jz'le1, ‘fal-e1/ n [C] a small, wooden 
house found in the mountains and used esp. by 
people on vacation 


chalk /tfo:k/ n [C/U] a type of soft, white rock, 

or a similar substance, esp. in the shape of a stick 
and sometimes colored, used for writing or 
drawing 


PHRASAL VERBS with chalk 


echalk up something to have or record something 
good or bad © The team chalked up its first regular- 
season victory by beating Miami. © Most of the larg- 
est banks in the country chalked up large tosses on 
foreign loans. 

echalk something up to something [M] to consider 
something as being caused by something else © 
He was clearly lying, and now he’s trying to chalk it 
up to a poor memory. 


chalkboard /'t{o:k-b2:rd, -bourd/, blackboard 
/‘blaek-bo:rd, -bourd/ n[C] a dark surface on a wall 
or frame on which you write with CHALK 


challenge © DIFFICULT JOB /'t{zl-and3/ n[C/ 
U] something needing great mental or physical ef- 
fort in order to be done successfully, or the situa- 
tion of facing this kind of effort © [C] /t’s a challenge 
being in a marriage when both partners have high- 
pressure jobs. © [C] No matter how long you write, 
poetry remains a challenge. © [C] Germany faces 
broad challenges in the coming years. 
challenge /'tfal-and3/ v[T] © It’s easy enough to 
crank out college graduates, but a good education 
should really challenge them. 
challenged © /'tJzl-and3d/ adj having a physi- 
cal or mental condition that makes ordinary activ- 
ities more difficult than they are for other people; 
HANDICAPPED 
challenging © /'tfzl-an-d3in/ adj © For a re- 
porter, covering the White House is a challenging as- 
signment. 


ASK TO COMPETE /'tfel-and3/ v[T] to invite some- 
one to take part in a competition © The other can- 
didates challenged the president to take part in a 
debate. 
challenge /'tfel-and3/ n [C] something that 
competes with you or is a threat © The governor 
barely survived a challenge from an unknown op- 
ponent in the primary. 
challenger /‘tfal-an-d3ar/ n [C] someone who 
tries to win a competition and achieve a position, 
esp. in politics or sports, against someone who has 
won it and now has that position © An aide to Bu- 
chanan said the conservative challenger for the pres- 
idency would hold a press conference tomorrow. 


EXPRESSION OF DOUBT /'tfal-and3/ n [C/U] a 
questioning or expression of doubt about the truth 
or purpose of something, or the right of a person 
to have or do something © [U] Because of the way 
this research was done, its findings are open to chal- 
lenge. © [C] The president is clearly anticipating a 
new challenge to his authority. 
challenge /'tfal-and3/ v [T] © Advanced com- 
puters challenge long-held notions about intelligence 
and thought. 


WORD FAMILY challenge 


Adjectives challenged 
challenging 


Nouns challenge 
challenger 


Verbs 


challenge 


chamber ROOM /'tjeim-bar/ n [C] a room or 
space used for a particular purpose © the council 
chamber 
chambers /'tferm-barz/ p! na judge’s private of- 
fice, where the judge may have legal discussions 
with lawyers 
LEGISLATURE /'tferm-bar/ n [C] a group of people 
who are part or all of a legislature, or an official 
place where such a group meets © Most states have 
two chambers, a senate and a house of representa- 
tives, modeled after the US Congress. 


SPACE /'tferm-bar/ n [C] an enclosed space © The 
human heart has two chambers. 


chamber music /'tseim-bar mju:-ztk/ n.[U] 
music written for a small group of performers 
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chamber of commerce 


chamber of commerce rn [C] an organi- 
zation whose members work together to improve 
business in their city or local area 


chameleon /ka'mi:l-jan/ n [C] 1 a LIZARD (= 
type of creature) that changes its skin color to 
match its surroundings so that it cannot be seen 
2 A chameleon is also a person who changes his 
or her opinions or behavior to please others: Op- 
ponents called him a political chameleon for shifting 
his position on a range of issues. 


chamomile, camomile /'kzem-a,matl, -,mi:l/n 
[U] a plant whose white and yellow flowers are 
used to make tea 


champagne /fzm 'pein/ n[U] a pale yellow or 
pink, bubbly wine made in France, or a similar 
wine from somewhere else © The newlyweds were 
toasted with champagne. 


champion WINNER /'t{zem-pi:-an/, short form 
champ /'tfeemp/ n [C] someone or something, 
esp. a person or animal, that has beaten all other 
competitors in a competition © a tennis champion 
championship /'tJeem-pi:-an, fip/ n[C] the po- 
sition of being the best in a particular sport or 
competition, or the competition that decides who 
is the best O She has held the championship for the 
past three years. 

SUPPORT /'tfzm-pi:-an/ n [C] a person who en- 
thusiastically supports, defends, or fights for a be- 
lief or principle © a champion of free speech 
champion /'tfeem-pi:-an/ v[T] © He championed 
protection of the wilderness. 


chance OPPORTUNITY /t fzens/ n[C] an occasion 
that allows something to be done; an opportunity 
O If you get a chance, come over and see me. O You 
had many chances to back out of the deal, and you 
didn’t do it. 0 She’d been a substitute on the team, 
and she wanted a chance to play every day. 


LIKELIHOOD /t fzens/ n [U] a level of possibility that 
something will happen; likelihood © I’ve applied to 
seven different universities, and there’s a good 
chance I'll get into two of them. 
chances /'tJaen-saz/ pl no Chances are, they'll be 
late as usual. © What are the chances of getting a 
ticket to the concert tonight? 


RISK /tfeens/ n[C] a possibility that something bad 
will happen; a risk © There’s a chance of injury in 
almost any sport. © You don’t get anywhere in life 
without taking chances. 
chance /tfeens/ v [T] to do something although 
it involves risk © It’s a very popular restaurant, and 
we may not get a table, but let’s chance it. 
chancy /'tfeen-si/ adj involving risk © The show’s 
financing was chancy, and that made us all nervous. 

LUCK /tfaens/ n[U] the happening of something in 
a way that no one could have known, so that it 
seems to have no cause © Four years ago we met 
by chance in Paris. 0 Do you by any chance know 
when the last bus leaves tonight? 
chance /t Jeens/ v [I] to happen or find something 
in a way that is not planned or expected © | 
chanced upon some old love letters in a drawer. 
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USAGE © - 


chance or lucky? 


Chance is not used when you are talking about 
good things that happen. In this situation use 
lucky. 
We were lucky because the weather was 
perfect. 


We-hadthe-chance-because the-weather-was 
perfect. 


chancellor /'tjzen-sa-lar/ n[C] a person in a po- 
sition of the highest or high rank, esp. in a gov- 
ernment or university © Helmut Kohl became the 
first chancellor of a united Germany in 1990. 


chandelier / fzn-da'ltr/ n [C] a decorative 
light that hangs from the ceiling and has several 
parts like branches for holding LIGHT BULBS or, esp. 
in the past, candles © A gorgeous crystal chandelier 
hung in the dining room. 


change BECOME DIFFERENT /tfeind3/ v [I/T] 1 
to make or become different, or to do, use, or get 
one thing in place of another thing © [T] I’ve 
changed jobs twice in the past ten years. © [T] | 
changed my hairstyle — do you like it? © [|] Attitudes 
about lots of things changed during the 1960s. © [I] 
It’s surprising how fast kids change during their teen 
years. 2 To change over from one thing to some- 
thing else is to stop doing or using one thing and 
to start doing or using another: [I] We just changed 
from oil heat to gas. 
change /tJernd3/ n [C/U] 1 [U] Let me know if 
you have any change of plans. 2 A change often 
refers to something unusual or new that is better 
or more pleasant than what existed before © We 
decided we needed a change, so we went to Florida 
for a couple of weeks. © Why don’t we eat on the 
porch for a change? 
changeable /'tJein-d3a-bal/ adj changing often 
© The weather is very changeable this time of year. 
changed /tJeind3d/ adj [not gradable] (of a per- 
son) showing a new and very different behavior or 
character © After two months in the hospital, he re- 
turned home a changed man. 


USAGE rot lok ea 


change 


When you use change as a noun, be careful to 
use the correct preposition. Use change in to 
describe a change from one situation to a dif- 
ferent one. 
There has been a change in the attitude of 
local people over the last few months. 
There-has-_been-e-change-on-_the-attitude-of 
focal peeple-over-thetastfew-months- 
Use change of when something such as an ad- 
dress or job is being replaced by a different 
one. 
Can you give me your change of address? 
Use change to in order to describe a change 
that someone makes so that something is dif- 
ferent but not completely different. 


We may have to make some changes to the 
design. 
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The verb alter is a common alternative to 
“change.” 
We've had to alter our plans. 
If you often change something that you do, 
you can use the verb vary. 
Try to vary the children’s diet a little. 
If someone changes the purpose or appear- 
ance of something, you can use the verb con- 
vert, or the phrasal verb turn into. 
We're going to convert the spare bedroom 
into an Office. 
There are plans to turn his latest book into a 
movie. 

If you change something completely and im- 
prove it, the verb transform is sometimes used. 
The riverside area has been transformed into 

a shopping and sports complex. 
If you change something slightly in order to 
improve it, you can use the verb modify. 
The engine was modified to improve its 
performance. 
If someone changes from doing or using one 
thing to doing or using another, the verb 
switch is sometimes used. 
We've switched over to low-fat milk. 
Jack has just switched jobs. 


CLOTHES/BEDS /tfeind3/ v [I/T] to remove one set 
of clothes and put a different set on yourself or 
someone else, such as a baby, or to remove dirty 
sheets from a bed and put clean ones on it © [I] // 
just change into (= put on) something a little dress- 
ier. © [T] Could you change the baby/the baby’s di- 
aper (= put on a clean one)? © [T] | changed the 
sheets/the bed (= the sheets on the bed) in the 
guest room. 
change /tJeind3/ n [C] a set of clothes that is 
additional to the clothes that you are wearing © 
Bring a change of clothes with you in case we stay 
overnight. 

MONEY /tjernd3/ v[T] to get or give money in ex- 
change for money, either because you want it in 
smaller units, or because you want the same value 
in foreign money © Can you change a $100 bill for 
me? O | had to change some American money into 
pesetas before | arrived in Spain. 
change /tfeind3/ n [U] 1 the difference in 
money, returned to the buyer, between what is 
paid for something and the lesser amount that it 
costs O It costs $17 and you gave me $20, so here’s 
your $3 change. 2 Change also refers to smaller 
units of money whose total value is equal to that 
of a larger unit: / need change for a $50 bill because 
| want to take a taxi. © Do you have change for/of a 
dollar? 3 Change can refer to coins rather than 
bills: Bring a lot of change for using the public 
telephones. 

TRANSPORT /tfeind3/ v [I/T] to get off an aircraft, 
train, bus, etc. and catch another in order to con- 


tinue a trip © [T] | had to change planes twice to get 
there. © [lI] Change at Hartford for the train to 
Springfield. 

change /tjeind3/ n [C] © You used to have to 
make a change in Chicago, but now you can fly 
direct. 


WORD FAMILY change 


Nouns change 
changeover 
interchange 


Adjectives changeable 
changed 
interchangeable 
unchanged 


Verbs : 
changing 


change 


IDIOMS with change 


e change hands to go from one owner to another 
O The Italian restaurant isn’t as good since it 
changed hands. 

echange your mind to form an opinion or make a 
decision about something that is not the same as 
the one you first had © At first | thought she was 
unfriendly, but I’ve changed my mind. 


changeover /'tjein djou-var/ n[C] a replace- 
ment of one system or method by another © The 
changeover to the new accounting system created a 
lot of problems. 


channel © DIRECT /'‘tfzn-l/ v [T] to direct 
something into a particular place or situation O A 
lot of money has been channeled into cancer re- 
search. 

channel © /'tfeen-al/ n [C] a way of giving, di- 
recting, Or communicating something 9 We’ve es- 
tablished a regular distribution channel for these 
products. 


PASSAGE /'tfeen-9l/ n [C] 1 a passage for water or 
other liquids to flow along, or a part of a river or 
other area of water that is deep and wide enough 
to provide a route for ships to travel along 2 A 
channel is also a narrow part of the sea between a 
continent and an island: the English Channel 

TELEVISION STATION /'tfzen-9l/ n [C] a television 
station © She switched to another channel to watch 
the news. 


channel-surfing n [U] s/ong the practice of 
changing frequently from one program to another 
on a television, watching each one for only a short 
time 


chant /tJzent/ v [I/T] to sing a prayer or song to 
a simple tune, or to repeat or sing a word or phrase 
continuously © [I] We sat for hours listening to the 
chanting. 
chant /tfaent/ n [C] © She led the delegates in the 
chant, “No more taxes.” 


Chanukah /‘han-a-ka, ‘xan-/ n [U] HANUKKAH. 


chaos /‘ker-as/ n [U] a state of disorder and con- 
fusion O Repairs to the major highway this summer 
will bring chaos to commuters. 
chaotic /ker ‘at-1k/ adj © The house is a little cha- 
otic right now — we're in the middle of repainting. 


chapel /'tJzp-al/ n [C] a small church or an en- 
closed place in a large church for worship by a 
small group, or a room in a building set apart. for 
worship 
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chaperon 


chaperon, chaperone /'[ap-a,roun/ n [C] an 
older person who is present at a social event to 
encourage correct behavior © Several teachers 
acted as chaperons for the school dance. 


chaplain /'tfzp-lan/ n [C] an official who is re- 
sponsible for the religious needs of an organization 
© a military/police chaplain 


chapped /tfept/ adj (of skin) sore, rough, and 
cracked, esp. when caused by cold weather © 
chapped lips 


chaps /tfzps, fzeps/ pin leather clothing worn 
over pants by COWBOYS when riding a horse 


chapter © BOOK PART /'tfzp-ter/ n[C] any of 
the separate parts into which a book or other piece 
of text is divided, usually numbered or given a title 

PERIOD /'tfaep-tar/ n [C] a period that is part of a 
larger amount of time during which something 
happens © The Great Depression was a tragic chap- 
ter in the history of the nation. 


SOCIETY /'tfeep-tar/ n[C] a local division of a larger 
organization © The local chapter of the League of 
Women Voters meets at the library. 


Chapter 11 n [U] faw a legal process in the US 
by which a company, when it owes money that it 
cannot pay, can stay in business while it organizes 
itself in a new way and agrees to pay some debts 
over a period of time 


character QUALITY /‘kzr-1k-tar/ n[C/U] 1 the 
particular combination of things about a person or 
place, esp. things you cannot see, that make that 
person or place different from others ©[C] The idea 
was to modernize the house without changing its 
homey character. 2 Character is often used in a 
positive way to mean qualities that are interesting 
and unusual: [U] /t’s a theater with a lot of 
character. 
characteristic /,keer-1k-ta'ris-tik/ adj typical of 
a person or thing © The creamy richness is charac- 
teristic of cheese from this region. 
characteristic /,kzer-1k-ta'r1s-trk/ n[C] a typical 
or noticeable feature of someone or something © 
Curly hair is one of my family characteristics. © Her 
distinguishing characteristic is perseverance. 
characteristically /,kzer-1k-ta'ris-tr-kli/ adv o 
She gave a characteristically brilliant performance. 
characterize /'keer-1k-ta,raiz/ v [T] 1 to have as 
a typical quality © The current system is character- 
ized by obsolete technology. 2 To characterize 
something also means to describe it by stating its 
main qualities: She characterized the novel as wordy 
in places but very funny. 
characterization /,kar-tk-to-ra'zer fan/ n [C] 
literature a description of the most typical or im- 
portant characteristics of someone or something © 
! don’t agree with your characterization of my home 
town as a boring place to live. 

PERSON /'kzr-tk:tar/ n [C] 1 literature a person 
represented in a movie, play, or story © The story 
revolves around three main characters. 2 A charac- 
ter is also a person, esp. with reference to a partic- 
ular quality that the person has: There were one or 
two suspicious-looking characters hanging around. 
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characterization / kzr-1k-ta-ra'zer fan/ n (U] 
literature the method by which a writer repre- 
sents a person using description and speech 
MARK /‘keer-1k-tar/ n [C] grammar a letter, num- 
ber, or other mark or sign used in writing or print- 
ing, or the space one of these takes © This computer 
screen is 66 characters wide. 


WORD FAMILY character 


Adjectives characteristic 
uncharacteristic 


Nouns character 
characteristic 
characterization Verbs 


characterize 


Adverbs characteristically 


charade /ja'reid/ n [C] an act or event that is 
obviously false, although represented as true © 
From the beginning we knew who would get the job 
— the interviews were just a charade. 


charades /J2'reidz/ p! na team game in which 
each member tries to communicate to others of 
his or her team a particular word or phrase while 
staying silent and using only actions to represent 
the sounds or meanings 


charcoal /'tfar-koul/ n [U] 1 a hard, black sub- 
stance similar to coal that can be used as fuel or, 
in the form of sticks, as something to draw with 2 
Charcoal gray is a dark gray color: a charcoal gray 
suit 


charge ASK FOR MONEY /tfard3/ v [I/T] to ask 
for a price for something © [T] / think they charge 
too much for football tickets. 
charge /tfJard3/ n[C] © There’s no charge for chil- 
dren under six. 


OWE /tfard3/ v [T] to buy something and agree to 
pay for it later 0 / didn’t have any cash, so | charged 
the food. 
charge /tjard3/ n[C] © You have a lot of charges 
on your bill. 


ACCUSE /tfard3/ v [T] to accuse someone of some- 
thing, esp. to officially accuse someone of a crime 
© He was charged with resisting arrest. 
charge /tJard3/ n[C] © They face civil and criminal 
charges. 

MOVE FORWARD /tfard3/ v [I/T] to move forward 
quickly, esp. to attack © [T] When the batter was 
hit with the pitch, he dropped his bat and charged 
the pitcher. 


CONTROL /t fard3/ n [U] responsibility for the con- 
trol of something or the care of someone © Marilyn 
agreed to take charge of fundraising. 
cnarge /tfard3/ v[T] © The troopers were charged 
with guarding the governor. 


STORE ENERGY /tfard3/ v [I/T] to put electrical en- 
ergy into a storage device such as a BATTERY 
ELECTRICAL DEVICE © [I] /t takes several hours for my 
ee batteries to charge. 
cnarge /tfard3/ n[C/U] chemistry, physics 1 the 

amount of electricity that an electrical device 

stores or carries 2 A positive or negative electrical 
charge is a basic characteristic of matter. 
charged /tfard3d/ adj 1 They study electrically 
charged particles. 2 \f an event is charged, people 
at it are behaving excitedly: The meeting was emo- 
tionally charged. 
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INSTRUCT /tfard3/ v [T] /aw to instruct (the people 
deciding a legal case) what the law is in a particular 
case © The judge charged the jury before delibera- 
tions began. 

EXPLOSIVE /tJard3/ n[C] the amount of explosive 
to be fired at one time 


IDIOMS with charge 


e charged up excited and full of energy © He was 
so charged up, he couldn’t sleep. 

ein charge (of something/someone) responsible for 
something or someone © Who’s in charge here? © 
The teacher put me in charge of organizing the 
project. 


charge account n [C] an arrangement that 
allows a customer to buy things and pay for them 
at a later time 


charge card n [C] a CREDIT CARD 


chariot /'tJzer-i:-at/ n [C] a two-wheeled vehicle 
pulled by a horse, used in ancient times by the 
military and in racing 


charisma /ka'riz-ma/ n[U] the ability to attract 
the attention and admiration of others, and to be 
seen as a leader O To be a great leader, a person has 
to have some charisma. 
charismatic /,kzer-az'meet-1k/ adj © He was the 
charismatic leader his people had hoped for. 


charitable /'tjzr-at-a-bal/ adj kind and not 
judging people in a negative way © They are known 
as a charitable people. 

charitably /'tfaer-at-a-bli/ adv © The disagree- 
ment was described charitably as a “frank dis- 
cussion.” 


charity /'tjer-at-i/ n [C/U] 1 the giving of 
money, food, or help to those who need it, or an 
organization that does this © [U] She does a lot of 
work for charity. © [C] We donate to a number of 
charities. 2 Charity is also the belief that you should 
help people: [U] He visits homeless shelters out of 
charity. 
charitable /'tfzr-at-a-bal/ adj © She was in- 
volved in many charitable organizations. 


charlatan /'far-lat-2n, -la-tan/ n [C] a person 
who pretends to have skills or knowledge that the 
person does not actually have 


charley horse /'tfar-li: ho:rs/ n [C] p/ charley 
horses a CRAMP (= a sudden, painful tightening of 
a muscle), esp. in the leg 


charm ATTRACTION /tjarm/ n [C/U] a special 
quality of a person or thing that makes the person 
or thing attractive © [C] / never could resist the 
charms of the city. 
charm /tfarm/ v [T] © Charlie charms everyone. 
charming /'tJar-min/ adj © He was thoughtful 
and charming. 

LUCKY OBJECT /tfarm/ n [C] an object or saying 
that is believed to bring good luck © Many people 
carry good luck charms. 
charmed /tfarmd/ adj 


charred /tJard/ adj burned and made black by 
fire © The house was just a pile of charred wreckage. 
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chasm 


chart © /tJart/ n (C] a way of presenting infor- 
mation, usually by putting it into vertical rows and 
boxes on a sheet of paper, so it can be easily un- 
derstood © The chart shows a top-down communi- 
cation model. » Picture: pie chart 


CHART 


chart © /tfart/ v [T] 1 to record changes in 
something or the progress of something © The 
magazine charts current trends in fashion. 2 Some- 
one who charts a series of actions plans them: The 
president plans to chart a new economic policy. 


charter DOCUMENT /‘tfart-or/ n [C] a formal 
statement, esp. by a government or ruler, of the 
rights of a group organized for some purpose © 
The United Nations charter sets forth goals we all 
admire. 

RENT /'tfart-ar/ v [T; not gradable] to rent (a vehi- 
cle) for a special use © He wanted to charter an 
airplane. 
charter /'tfart-ar/ n [C] © Charters with low fares 
have attracted new airline passengers. 


charter member n [C] a member of an or- 
ganization who helped start the organization or 
became a member when it began 


charter school n [C] a school that is paid for 
with public money but is organized by a private 
group for a special purpose and admits only stu- 
dents who meet its standards © They formed a char- 
ter school for girls who are good at math and science. 


chase HURRY AFTER /tJeis/ v[I/T] 1 to hurry after 
in order to catch someone or something © [T] The 
dog chased squirrels in the park. 2 To chase some- 
thing you want is to try very hard to get it: She is 
chasing her fourth championship title. © [always + 
adv/prep] | was finally able to chase down that ad- 
dress | was looking for. 
chase /tfers/ n [C] © The dog got tired and gave 
up the chase. 


MAKE LEAVE /tfeis/ v[T] to act in a threatening way 
in order to make a person or animal leave © She’s 
always chasing rabbits out of her garden, but they 
keep coming back. 


chasm /'kzz:am/ n[C] a deep opening in earth 
or rock © The little bridge over that deep chasm 
looked very unsafe. 
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cc 


chassis 


chassis /'tfes-i, 'Jaes-i/ n[C] pichassis the frame 
of a vehicle, including the wheels and engine, 
which supports the upper, covering part 


chaste /tfeist/ adj without having any sexual ac- 
tivity or involvement outside of marriage © The 
main character lives a chaste, modest life. 
chastity /'tfzs-tat-i/ n[U] the state of not having 
or never having had a sexual relationship 


chasten /'tfer-san/ v [T] to make someone 
aware of failure or of having done something 
wrong © The Celtics, after giving up a lead in the 
fourth quarter and losing the game, were a pretty 
chastened bunch afterwards. 


chastise /tfees'taiz, 'tfaes-tarz/ v[T] to punish or 
criticize someone strongly © Economists like to 
chastise the public for not saving. 


chat /tset/ v [I] -tt- to talk to someone in a 
friendly informal way © We stopped to chat with the 
neighbors. 
chat /tfeet/ n[C] © Sometimes Don would just stop 
by for a chat. © Call me sometime tomorrow and we 
can have a chat. 
chatty /'tfeet-i/ adj o | sat next toa friendly, chatty 
woman. 


chateau /fz 'tou/ n[C] pichateaus, chateaux a 
large house, esp. in France, or a castle in France 


chatter /'tfzt-ar/ v[I] 1 to talk continuously and 
usually for no serious purpose © The boys and girls 
kept chattering during the movie. 2 |f your teeth 
chatter, you are so cold or frightened that you 
can’t stop your upper and lower teeth from hitting 
against each other. 3 An animal or a machine that 
chatters makes a sound like fast, continuous talk- 
ing: Birds chattered in the trees. 0 The printer was 
chattering away on the desk. 
chatter /'tfaet-ar/ n [U] © The air was full of the 
chatter of birds. 


chatterbox /'tfzt-or baks/ n [C] someone 
who talks continuously © Our three-year-old is a real 
chatterbox. 


chauffeur /'jou-fer, fou 'far/ n[C] a person em- 
ployed to drive a private car belonging to some- 
one else 
chauffeur /'fou-far, fou 'fsr/ v [T] © | was chauf- 
feured around town by my uncle. 


chauvinism /'Jou-va ,niz-am/ n [U] the strong 
and unreasonable belief that your own country, 
sex, or group is the best or most important © an 
appeal to national pride and chauvinism 
chauvinist /'fou-va-nast/ n [C] 


cheap Cost /tfi:p/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 costing 
little money or less than is usual or expected © After 
World War Il, the US had cheap labor, cheap energy, 
cheap raw materials, cheap housing, cheap food, 
and cheap transportation. © Used computers are dirt 
cheap (= very cheap). 2 If a place that sells goods 
or services is cheap, it charges low prices: a cheap 
department store 3 Goods that are cheap are low 
in price but of poor quality: The cheap rug did not 
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come clean. 4 disapproving Someone who is cheap 
is unwilling to spend money: The boss is cheap — 
he'll never buy a new truck if he can squeeze a few 
more miles out of the old one. 

cheaply /'tfi:-pli/ adv © You can buy paper goods 
more cheaply if you buy in quantity. 

cheapness /'tfi:zp-nas/ n[U] © They chose to build 
here because of the cheapness and lack of problems 
the site offered. 


WORD CHOICES cheap. PS 


If something is cheap enough for most people 
to be able to buy, you can say that it is afford- 
able, inexpensive, or reasonable. 


There’s very little affordable housing around 

here. 

They sell inexpensive children’s clothes. 

| thought the food was very reasonable. 

If something is very cheap, in informal English 
you Can Say that it is dirt cheap. 

Most of the books they sell are dirt cheap. 
The adjective cut-rate is sometimes used to de- 
scribe something that is cheaper than usual. 

We managed to get cut-rate tickets the day 

before the show. 
A piece of equipment that is cheap to use is 
often described as economical. 

! need a car that’s reliable and economical. 


CHARACTER /tfi:p/ adj [-er/-est only] considered to 
have a low moral character or value © She called 
him a cheap thug and a liar. 
cheapen /'tfi:-pan/ v [T] to make someone or 
something seem less valuable and less deserving 
of respect © What the author hates about forgeries 
is that they cheapen true art. 


cheap shot NEGATIVE REMARK n[C] an unfair, 
negative remark made by someone to achieve an 
advantage over someone else 0 Making fun of his 
name was a cheap shot. 


SPORTS MOVE n [C] (in some sports) a sudden, vi- 
olent, physical move against a player who was not 
prepared for it 


cheapskate /'tfi:p-skert/_n [C] someone un- 
willing to give or spend any money © That cheap- 
skate won't even pay for a postage stamp. 


cheat /tfi:t/ v [I/T] to act in a way that is dishon- 
est, or to make someone believe something that 
is not true in order to get something for yourself 
© [T] The insurance companies were found to be 
cheating consumers. © [T] They got cheated out of 
their money. 
cheat /tfi:t/ n [C] 0 He is a liar and a cheat. 


check EXAMINE /t{fek/ v [I/T] to look at or give 
your attention to something to get information, 
often to help you decide if something is correct, 
safe, or suitable © [+ to infinitive] Check to see what 
the weather is like outside. © [T] | brought the car to 
the garage to have the brakes checked. © [T] We 
checked our records for any information about him. 
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© [!] We have a claim for lost luggage, and we are 
checking into it. 0 [T] The doctors checked his heart 
and said it was fine. 0 [T] Before you hand in your 
papers, check your spelling. 

check /tjek/ n[C] © The FBI did a thorough back- 
ground check on him (= looked into his past expe- 
rience and relationships). 


STOP /tJek/ v [T] to stop someone from doing or 
saying something, or to prevent something from 
increasing or continuing © He started to interrupt 
but checked himself and said nothing. 0 The program 
is designed to check the spread of malaria. 
rbueris /tfek/ n 

MONEY /tJek/ n[C] a printed form, used instead of 
money, to make payments from your bank ac- 
count © I’ve got to cash my pay check. © She wrote 
me a check for $120. 


LEAVE /tfek/ v [T] to leave your outer clothing or 
property temporarily in the care of someone else, 
usually as a convenience © Let’s check our coats be- 
fore going through the galleries. 0 Passengers on this 
flight will be allowed one carry-on bag, and will have 
to check any additional bags. 
check /tJek/ n [C] the ticket or small object that 
you are given and that you use to get back your 
coat or other personal possessions left in the care 
of someone else for a short period © | thought I put 
the coat check in my pocket. 


PATTERN /tfek/ n [C] a pattern made of different 
colored squares, or one of these squares © The shirt 
has a pattern of blue and yellow checks. 
plockeratl /'tJek-ard/ adj having a pattern of 
different colored squares © a red and white check- 
ered tablecloth 


MARK /tfek/ n[C] a sign (,/) that shows that some- 
thing is correct or done or has been examined © 
Put a check next to the names of the people who have 
already paid for their tickets. 
dice /tfek/ v [T] © Check the box corresponding 
to the correct answer to each question. 


REQUEST FOR PAYMENT /tfek/ n [C] a request for 
payment of money owed to a restaurant, or the 
piece of paper on which it is written © Waiter, may 
| have the check, please? 


IDIOM with check 


ein check being controlled within reasonable lim- 
its © We've got to find ways of keeping our expenses 
in check. 


PHRASAL VERBS with check 


e check in to report your arrival, esp. at an airport 
or hotel, so that you can get the service you are 
paying for © Be sure to check in at least an hour 
before your flight. © Related noun: CHECK-IN 
echeck off something [M] to mark names or items 
on a list as correct or as having been dealt with © 
He checked off their names on the list as they got on 
the bus. 

e check out LEAVE to leave a hotel after paying for 
your room and services © The Gardners checked out 
early this morning to catch a plane to Toronto. © 
Related noun: CHECKOUT 

e check out (something) PAY FOR [M] to take the 
items you have bought, esp. in a large food store, 
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checks and balances 


to an area where you pay for them © | had already 
checked out when | remembered that we were out of 
milk. © Related noun: CHECKOUT (COUNTER) 
echeck out something EXAMINE [M] infm/ to ex- 
amine something or visit a place in order to learn 
about it O Don’t forget you can check us out anytime 
online. © You have to check out the nursing home 
before putting your mother in it. 

echeck out (something) DECIDE IF TRUE [(M] (of 
information) to seem to be true because it agrees 
with other information, or to discover whether in- 
formation agrees with other information and is 
therefore likely to be true © Her statement checks 
out with most of the eyewitness reports. O The com- 
missioner sent an investigator to check out the 
rumors. 

e check out something GET BOOK [M] to borrowa 
book or something else from a LIBRARY (= a place 
with a collection of books, music, etc.) 0 We don’t 
think the government should be able to see what 
citizens check out from public libraries. 

echeck up on someone to find out what someone 
is doing in order to make certain that the person 
is behaving correctly or legally © Dad is always 
checking up on me to make sure I’m doing my 
homework. 


checkbook /'tjek-buk/ n [C] a small book of 

checks on which you write information for making 
payments or taking money from your bank 
account 


checkers /'tjek-arz/ pl n a game played by two 
people on a square board, in which each player 
has twelve circular pieces that are all moved in the 
same way 


check-in n [U] the act of recording your arrival 
at a hotel or at an airport when you are going to 
travel O The airline also offers online check-in. © Re- 
lated verb: CHECK IN 


checking account n [C] a bank account 
from which you can take money or make pay- 
ments using a check 


checklist /'tfek-list/ n [C] a list of things that 
you must remember to do or consider doing © We 
went over the checklist of things we had to do before 
leaving for South Africa. 


checkout /'tjek-aut/ n [U] the act of leaving a 
hotel and paying your bill © Late checkout should 
be arranged in advance. © Related verb: CHECK OUT 
LEAVE 


checkout (counter) /'tjek-aut/ n [C] the 
place in a store where you pay for the things you 
are buying © She had to wait in line at the checkout. 
© Related verb: CHECK OUT PAY FOR 


checkpoint /‘tfek-point/ n [C] a place where 
people or vehicles are stopped and examined by 
an official 


checks and balances p/n politics & gov- 
ernment separation of control among several gov- 
ernment organizations, such as a JUDICIARY, a 
LEGISLATURE, and an EXECUTIVE division i 
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checkup 


checkup /'tfek-ap/ n[C] a medical examination 
to test your general state of health © You should 
have an annual medical checkup. 


cheddar /'tfed-ar/ n [U] a hard cheese that is 
yellow or white in color 


cheek Bopy Part /t{i:k/ n[C] either side of your 
face below the eyes, where except at the top the 
skin has no bone behind it and is therefore soft © 
She welcomed me with a kiss on the cheek. 


RUDE BEHAVIOR /tfi:k/ n [U] rude behavior or lack 
of respect © [+ to infinitive] First he messed up my 
work and then he had the cheek to accuse me of 
being disorganized. 


cheekbone /'tfi:k-boun/ n[C] either of the two 
bones at the sides of your face just below your eye 


cheer /t{tr/ v [I/T] to give a shout of approval or 
encouragement for someone ° [I] / was one of the 
people who jumped up and cheered after that 
speech. 
cheer /tfir/ n [C] © He demanded the resignation 
of the police chief, touching off loud applause and 
cheers in the audience. 
cheers /tfirz/ exclamation a friendly expression 
spoken before tasting a drink; a TOAST 


PHRASAL VERBS with cheer 


echeer someone on [M] to express your encour- 
agement and wishes for someone’s success © Fans 
filled every seat available to cheer on the team. 
echeer up (someone) [M] to feel encouraged and 
happier, or to cause someone to feel this way © 
She plays music to cheer her husband up. © Cheer 
up! Things aren’t really that bad. 


cheerful /'t{ir-fal/ adj 1 happy and positive in 
feeling or attitude © a cheerful face/spirit © He was 
a cheerful man with a kind word for everybody. 2 If 
a thing or place is cheerful, it is pleasant and 
friendly and is likely to make you feel positive and 
happy: The guest bedroom was bright, airy, and 
cheerful, overlooking the garden. 
cheerfully /'tfir-fa-li/ adv © Jonas cheerfully 
agreed to sleep on the sofa. 
cheery /'tfir-i/ adj expressing happiness, or mak- 
ing you feel happier © She always gave us a cheery 
greeting. 
cheerfulness /'tfir-fal-nas/ n [U] 
cheerleader /'t{tr li:d-ar/ n [C] a young per- 
son who leads a crowd at a sports event in shout- 
ing encouragement and supporting a team 


cheers /tjirz/ exclamation © See at CHEER 


cheese /tfi:z/ n [C/U] a type of solid food made 
from milk, used with many other foods and eaten 
plain, esp. with crackers © American/Swiss cheese © 
[U] I'd like a pizza with extra cheese, please. 


cheeseburger /'t{i:z,b3r-gar/ n [C] a HAM- 
BURGER with a slice of melted cheese on it 

cheesecake /'t{i:z-ketk/ n [C/U] a cake made 
from a sweet pastry base covered with a mixture 


of soft cheese, eggs, sugar, and sometimes fruit © 
[U] | like strawberry cheesecake. 
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cheesy /'tfi:-zi/ adj cheap or of low quality © The 
tourist shops had nothing but cheesy souvenirs. 


cheetah /'tfi:t-a/ n [C] a large, wild cat that has 
yellow-brown fur and black spots and that lives in 
Africa and south Asia, and is known for its speed 


chef /Jef/ n [C] a skilled and trained cook who 
works in a restaurant, esp. the most important 
cook 


chemical © /'kem-1-kal/ n [C] any basic sub- 
stance that is used in or produced by a reaction 
involving changes to atoms or MOLECULES © His 
business manufactured farm chemicals. 
chemical @ /'kem-1-kal/ adj © the chemical in- 
dustry © a chemical plant producing plastics and 
rubber 
chemically @ /'kem-r-kli/ adv © chemically 
treated paper 


WORD FAMILY chemical 


Nouns chemical 
chemist 
chemistry 


Adjectives chemical 
Adverbs 


chemically 


chemical bond n [C] chemistry an electrical 
force that holds atoms together to form a MOLE- 
CULE (= smallest unit of a substance) 


chemical equation »n [C] chemistry a state- 
ment containing chemical symbols, used to show 
the changes that happen during a particular 
chemical reaction 


chemical weapon n [C] a chemical sub- 
stance, such as a gas, used as a weapon 


chemistry /‘kem-o-stri/ n[U] science 1 the ba- 
sic characteristics of substances and the different 
ways in which they react or combine with other 
substances, or the scientific study of such sub- 
stances and the way they act with other sub- 
stances © a chemistry department/laboratory 2 infml 
Chemistry is also the ability of people to have a 
good relationship: Building a strong team requires 
paying attention to team chemistry. 
chemist /'kem-ast/ n[C] 1 a scientist who works 
with chemicals or studies their reactions 2 Br A 
chemist or chemist’s is a DRUGSTORE. 


chemotherapy /,ki::-mou'¢er-a-pi/ n [U] the 
treatment of diseases, esp. CANCER, using chem- 
icals 


cheque /tfek/ n[C] Can, 8r CHECK MONEY 


cherish /'tJer-1f/ v [T] to keep hopes, memories, 
or ideas in your mind because they are important 
to you and bring you pleasure © We cherish the 
many memories we have of our dear mother. 
cherished /'tfer-1[t/ adj bringing the pleasure of 
love or caring about someone or something that 
is important to you © Her most cherished possession 
isa 1926 letter from F. Scott Fitzgerald. 


cherry /'tfer-i/ n [C] a small, round, soft, red or 
black fruit with a single, hard seed in the middle, 
or the tree on which the fruit grows 


chess /tfes/ n [U] a game played by two people 
on a square board, in which each player has 16 
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pieces that can be moved on the board in different 
ways 


chest BODY PART /tJest/ n [C] the upper front 

part of the body of humans and some animals, 
between the stomach and the neck, enclosing the 
heart and lungs © He folded his arms across his 
chest. 


BOX /tfest/ n[C] a large, strong box, usually made 
of wood, which is used for storing valuable goods 
Or possessions or for Moving possessions from one 
place to another 


chesterfield /‘tjes-tar fi:ld/ n [C] Cdn a SOFA 


chestnut /'tfes-nat/ n [C/U] 1 a large, shiny, 
red-brown nut, or the tree on which the nuts grow 
2 Chestnut is also a deep red-brown color. 


chest of drawers, bureau [‘bjur-ou/ n[C] a 
piece of furniture with drawers in which you keep 
things such as clothes 


chew /tfu:/ v [I/T] to crush food into smaller, 
softer pieces with the teeth so that it is easier to 
swallow © [I] The steak was tough and hard to chew. 
chewy /'tfu:i/ adj (of food) needing to be 
crushed a lot with the teeth before it is swallowed 
© We enjoyed the fine, chewy, thick-crusted bread. 


PHRASAL VERBS with chew 


echew on something infml to think about some- 
thing © This documentary certainly offers much to 
chew on. 

echew someone out [M] to criticize someone an- 
grily © The coach has already chewed out two of his 
swimmers for arriving late to practice. 

echew over something [M] infm/ to think or talk 
about something, esp. when you need to make a 
decision © We won’t be able to answer right away — 
we'll need to chew it over. 

e chew up something [M] to use something quickly 
© Urban sprawl is chewing up the surrounding 
farmland. 


chewing gum n [U] a soft, usually sweet, 
sticky substance that you chew to get its flavor, 
but which you do not swallow 


chic /fi:k/ adj stylish and fashionable © There’s an 
increasing demand for the more chic, higher-quality 
merchandise. 


chicanery /J1'ker-na-ri/ n [U] dishonest but at- 
tractive talk or behavior that is used to deceive 
people © The investigation has revealed political chi- 
canery and corruption at the highest levels. 


Chicano /{1'kan-ou, tfi-/, female Chicana/ J1'kan-a, 
tfi-/n [C] pi Chicanos, Chicanas a person living in 
the US who was born in Mexico or whose parents 
came from Mexico 


chick /tfik/ n [C] a baby bird, esp. a young 
chicken 


chicken BIRD /'t{ik-an/ n [C/U] a type of bird 
kept on a farm for its eggs or its meat, or the meat 
of this bird which is cooked and eaten © USAGE: A 
male chicken is called a rooster or a cock, and a 
female chicken is called a hen. 


chief 


COWARD /'tfik-an/ n[C] infmi, disapproving a person 
who is too frightened to do something involving 
a risk 
chicken /'tfik-an/ adj infml, disapproving © Why 
don’t you jump? Are you chicken? 


PHRASAL VERB with chicken 


echicken out infmi to decide not to do something 
because you are too frightened © We were going to 
go bungee jumping, but Sandra chickened out at the 
last minute. 


chickenfeed /'tjtk-an fi:d/ n [U] slang an 
amount of money that is so small in comparison 
with other amounts that it is unimportant and can 
be ignored © They lost $200,000 on this deal, but 
that’s chickenfeed for a company that big. 


chickenpox /'tfik-an ,paks/ n [U] an infectious 
disease that causes a slight fever and red spots on 
the skin 


chicken wire n [U] netting made of metal 
wire, often used as a simple fence to enclose small 
animals or to keep wild animals out 


chickpea /‘tjik-pi:/, garbanzo (bean) n [C] a 
hard, pale brown, round seed which can be 
cooked and eaten © Chickpeas are used to make 
hummus and falafel. 


chicory /‘tfik-a-ri/ n [U] a plant with blue flow- 
ers, often grown for its edible roots and leaves 


chide /tfaid/ v [T] to speak to someone severely 
because the person has behaved badly © She 
chided him for his bad manners. 


chief MOST IMPORTANT /tfi:f/ adj [not grada- 
ble] most important © Their chief objection to the 
appointment was that she had no judicial experience. 
chiefly /'tJi:-fli/ adv © Today John-Philip Sousa is 
known chiefly for his music played by marching 
bands all over the US. 

PERSON IN CHARGE /tfi:f/ n [C] the person in 
charge of a group or organization, or the ruler of 
a TRIBE (= a group of families) © the chief of police 
chief /tJi:f/ adj [not gradable] highest in position 
or power © the chief economist/engineer/nurse O He 
is chairman and chief executive of the company. 


USAGE 
chief or boss/manager? 
Chief can only be used to mean “a person in 
charge of other people” in a few particular 
senses, such as in the police. 
a police chief 
Chief can also be used as an adjective in the 
names of some important jobs. 
A new Chief Executive Officer has been 
appointed this week. 
More common words for “a person in charge 
of other people in a company” are boss and 
manager: 
| asked my boss/manager if | could have a 
week off. 
Lasked-my-chieHift-could-have-a-week-off. 
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chief executive officer 


chief executive officer, short form chief ex- 
ecutive, abbreviation CEO n[C] the top manager in 
a company who has the greatest responsibility and 
makes the most important decisions 


chief justice n[C) the judge in the highest po- 
sition in a particular court of law © The Chief Justice 
of the United States presides over the US Supreme 
Court. 


chieftain /'tsi:f-tan/ n [C] the leader of a TRIBE 
(= a group of families) 


child /tjatld/ n [C] pi children a person from the 
time of birth until he or she is an adult, or a son or 
daughter of any age © Jan has a three-year-old child 
and two school-age children. © Now in their 60s, Je- 
rome and Sally have two grown children (= adult 
sons or daughters). 
childhood /'tJjatld-hud/ n [C/U] the time when 
a person is a child © [C]} She spent most of her child- 
hood on a farm in Texas. 
childish /'tfail-drf/ adj 1 like or typical of a child, 
or intended for children © a childish body © The 
pictures made the magazine look childish. 2 When 
you describe the behavior of an adult or an older 
child as childish, you mean the person is behaving 
in a foolish way that is typical of a young child’s 
behavior. 
childishness /'tfail-drf-nas/ n [U} behavior typ- 
ical of a child 
childless /'tfatl-dlas/ adj [not gradable] without 
children © a childless couple 
childlike /'tfatl-dlaik/ adj © childlike enthusiasm/ 
innocence 


childishly /'tfatl-drs-li/ adv 
IDIOM with child 


echild’s play something that is very easy to do © 
For her, computer programming is child’s play. 


childbearing /'tfaid,ber-1n, -,bzer-1n/ n [C] 
the process of a woman becoming pregnant and 
having a child © women of childbearing age 


childbirth /‘tjatd-b3re/ n [C] the process of 
giving birth to a baby 


child care, child-care n [U] the job of taking 
care of children while their parents are at work or 
are absent for another reason © The child-care pro- 
viders are closely supervised. 


childproof /'tjatld-pru:f/ adj difficult for chil- 
dren to open or use 


children /‘tjil-dran/ p! of child 


child support n [U] money paid by a parent 
for the living expenses of a child when the parent 
is no longer living with the child 


chili (pepper), chile /‘tj1l-i/ n [C/U] pichilies, 
chiles 1 any of several types of red PEPPER (= type 
of vegetable) that are used to make foods spicy 2 
Chili is also a spicy dish made with beans, chilies, 
and usually meat. 


chill /tj1!/ v [1/T] to make or become cold but not 
freeze 0 [1] Allow the pudding to chill. © [T] Chill the 
pudding before serving. 
chill /tfil/ n [C] 1 a cold feeling © The sun was 
bright, but there was a chill in the air. © (fig.) His 


SZ 


words sent a chill down her spine (= made her sud- 

denly very fearful). 2 A chill is also a feeling of cold 

in your body that makes you shake slightly: She 
came home with a headache and chills. 

chilly /'tfil-i/ adj © a chilly morning © (fig.) Their 
relationship was decidedly chilly (= unfriendly) after 

the argument. 

chilling /'tfil-n/ adj 1 a chilling wind 2 Chilling 

also means frightening: The chilling plot of this sus- 

penseful novel moves with amazing quickness. 


IDIOM with chill 


echilled to the bone extremely cold © Walking 
home in the snow, we got chilled to the bone. 


PHRASAL VERB with chill 


echill out slang to relax instead of worrying or feel- 
ing anxious © /f anything major happens we’re going 
to find out, so let’s chill out and just do what we need 
to do. 


chime /tJaim/ v [1/T] (of bells) to make a clear 
ringing sound © [I] The bell in the tower began to 
chime. 
chime /tfaim/ n[C] a ringing sound 


PHRASAL VERB with chime 


echime in to speak in a conversation, esp. by in- 
terrupting © Everyone at the table began to chime 
in with their opinions. 


chimney /'tfim-ni/ n[C] a hollow structure that 
allows the smoke from a fire inside a building, esp. 
from a fireplace, to escape to the air outside 


chimpanzee /,t{1m ,peen'zi:/, short form chimp 
/tfimp/ n [C] an African APE (= animal related to 
monkeys) with black or brown fur 


chin /tjin/ n[C] the part of a person’s face below 
the mouth 


china /'tfar-na/ n [U] high quality clay that is 
shaped and then heated to make it permanently 
hard, or objects made from this such as cups and 
plates 


Chinatown /'tJar-na,taun/ n [C/U] an area of 
a city outside China where many Chinese people 
live and where there are a lot of Chinese restau- 
rants and shops 


chink CRACK /tfigk/ n [C] a narrow crack or 
opening © Weeds were growing from a chink in the 
sidewalk. 

SOUND /tftnk/ n [U] a light ringing sound © the 
chink of glass against glass 


chinos /'tfi:-nouz/ pln cotton pants, often of a 
pale color 


chintz /tfins/ n [U] cotton cloth, usually printed 
with patterns of flowers, that has a slightly shiny 
appearance © chintz curtains 


chintzy /'t{in-si/ adj slang (of things) cheap and 
not well made, or (of people) not willing to spend 
money © He never tipped enough — he was too 
chintzy. 


chip PIECE /tfip/ n [C] 1 a small piece of some- 
thing or a piece that has broken off a larger object 
© chocolate chips © wood chips © Chips of paint from 
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choke 


the peeling ceiling littered the floor. 2 A chip is also 
the mark left on an object where a small piece has 
broken off. 3 A chip is a plastic piece used in some 
games to represent money or points. 
chip /tfip/ v [T] -pp- © My little boy fell off his bi- 
cycle and chipped a tooth. © This plate is chipped. 
COMPUTER PART /tfip/ n[C] a very small piece of 
SILICON used in a computer and containing elec- 
tronic systems and devices that can perform par- 
ticular operations 


FOOD /tfip/ n[C] a small, flat piece of fried food, 
esp. a POTATO CHIP or TORTILLA CHIP © a bag of 
corn chips 


IDIOM with chip 


ea chip on your shoulder an angry attitude from 
someone who feels unfairly treated © She’s not go- 
ing to make any friends if she walks around with a 
chip on her shoulder like that. 


PHRASAL VERB with chip 


echip in (something) to give some money, esp. 
when several people are giving money to pay for 
something together © They each chipped in $50 to 
take their parents out to dinner. 


chipmunk /‘t{ip-mank/ n [C] a small, furry, 
North American animal with dark strips along its 
back 


chipper /'t{ip-ar/ adj happy and energetic © You 
seem mighty chipper this morning. 


chips /tfips/ p/n 1 POTATO CHIP 2 Cdn, Br Chips 
are FRENCH FRIES. 


chiropractor /‘kat-ra,praek-tar/ n [C] a medi- 
cal person trained to treat pain and injury esp. by 
pressing the muscles of a person’s back to adjust 
the positions of the bones 
chiropractic /,kat-ra'praek-tik/ n[U] the system 
of treatment used by a chiropractor 


chirp /t{3rp/ v [I] (esp. of a bird) to make a short 
high sound or sounds 


chisel /‘tfiz-al/ n [C] a tool with a long, metal 
blade that has a sharp edge for cutting esp. wood 
or stone 
chisel /'tf1z-al/ v [T] to cut with a chisel 
chiseled /'tf1z-ald/ adj approving clearly marked 
with firm lines © a face with finely chiseled features 


chit /tfit/ n[C] a note giving information or show- 
ing a sum of money that is owed or has been paid 
© When our flight was delayed, they gave us a chit 
to get a free meal. 


chitchat, chit-chat, /‘tfit-tfzet/ n [U] informal 
conversation about unimportant matters 


chitin /‘kait-®n/ n[U] biology a strong substance 
in the outer covering of insects and animals such 
as LOBSTERS, and in the cell walls of some FUNG! 


chivalrous /'fiv-al-ras/ adj (of men) very polite 
and kind toward women 
chivalry /'fiv-al-ri/ n [U] very polite behavior, 
esp. such behavior shown by men toward women 
chives /tfaivz/ p/ na plant with long, thin leaves, 


or the leaves when cut into small pieces and used 
in cooking to give a flavor similar to onions 


chlorine /‘klo:ri:n, 'klour-/ n [U] a poisonous 
gas, one of the chemical elements, used esp. to 
make water safe for drinking and swimming 
chlorinate /'klo:r-a,nert, ‘klour-/ v [T] to add 
chlorine to water in order to kill organisms that 
might cause infection 


chlorophyll /‘klo:r-a, fil, ‘klour-/ n [U] biology 
the green substance in plants that allows them to 
use the energy from the sun 


chloroplast /'klo:r-a,plzst, ‘klour-/ n [C] bi- 
ology one of the parts in a plant cell that contain 
CHLOROPHYLL and where the energy from the 
light of the sun is turned into food by PHOTOSYN- 
THESIS » Picture: cell 


chock-full /‘tjak ‘ful, 't{ak-/ adj [not gradable] 
very full © The place was chock-full of people. 


chocolate /'tjak-lat, 'tfo:k-/ n [C/U] a food 
made from COCOA and often sugar, usually brown 
and eaten as candy or used in other food such as 
cakes © [U] chocolate ice cream © [C] a box of choc- 
olates (= candies made of chocolate) 


choice ACT /tfo1s/ n [C/U] an act of choosing; a 
decision © [C] a difficult/easy choice © [C] When 
you're trying to cut the budget deficit, you've got to 
make tough choices. 


POSSIBILITY /tfo1s/ n [C/U] the right to choose, or 
the possibility of choosing © [C] Well, | still think 
people have a choice. © [C] Given a choice, what 
would you do? © [C] | asked if | could have a choice 
which science course to take. 0 [U] We have no 
choice but to drive to the airport (= That is the only 
thing we can do). 


VARIETY /tfo1s/ n[C] a range of different things you 
can choose © [C] A wide choice of colors is available 
in this size. 


PERSON/THING /tfo1s/ n [C] a person or thing that 
has been chosen or that can be chosen © She would 
be my first choice for the job. 

EXCELLENT /tfo1s/ adj [-er/-est only] of high quality 
© a choice cut of meat 


choir /kwair/ n [C] a group of people who sing 
together, esp. for a church or school 


choke stop BREATHING /tfouk/ v [I/T] 1 to be 
unable to breathe because the air passage inside 
the throat is blocked, or to cause someone to be 
unable to breathe © [I] He was eating a piece of 
steak when he began to choke and turn red. © [T] 
(fig.) The narrow streets were choked (= blocked) 
with traffic. 2 To choke someone is to press very 
hard on that person’s neck with your hands. 


FAIL /tfouk/ v [I] infmi to be unable to do some- 
thing, esp. win a competition, because you are 
aware of its importance and worried about not do- 
ing well © He always ran well in practice, but at ma- 
jor meets he usually choked and finished last. 


PHRASAL VERBS with choke 


echoke off something to stop the movement or 
progress of something © He told his staff to stop 
discussing the scandal in the hope of choking off 
damaging publicity. , 
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choker 


e choke (someone) up [M] to show strong emotion 
while speaking,or to cause someone to do this © 
Jon admits to choking up a little during his emotional 
proposal. © Just thinking about it chokes me up. 


choker /'tJou-kar/ n [C] a piece of jewelry that 
fits very closely around the neck © a pearl choker 


cholera /‘kal-a-ra/ n[U] a serious infection of the 
bowels caused by bacteria esp. in water, causing 
severe DIARRHEA and sometimes death 


cholesterol /ka'les-ta,ro:l/ n [U] a fatty sub- 
stance that is found in the body tissue and blood 
of all animals, and which is thought to be part of 
the cause of heart disease if there is too much of it 


chomp /tJamp, tJ>:mp/, champ v[I/T] to bite on 
something and make a chewing movement with 
your teeth © [I] He chomped on his potato chips. 


choose /tfu:z/ v [1/1] past simp. chose, past part. 
chosen to think about which one of several things 
is the one you want, and take the action to get it 
© [T] Parents can choose the schools that they want 
their kids to go to. © [I] | can’t choose —! like both 
lamps. © [+ to infinitive] On this issue, Congress 
chose to fight the president. © [!] There was not much 
to choose between them (= They are similar). © [+ 
question word] You can choose what you like and 
we'll send it to you. 
choosy /'tJu:-zi/ adj difficult to please because of 
being very exact about what you like oO He’s choosy 
about where he buys fresh fruit and vegetables. 


WORD CHOICES choose 


The verbs pick and select are often used when 
someone chooses someone or something after 
thinking carefully. 
He’s been picked for the school football team. 
We've selected three candidates. 
In more informal situations go for, opt for, or 
decide on are sometimes used. 
I’ve decided on blue walls for the bathroom. 
! think I'll go for the chocolate cake. 
Mike's opted for early retirement. 
The verbs opt and decide can also be used 
when someone chooses to do something. 
Most people opt to have the operation. 
I’ve decided to take the job. 


chop CUT /tfap/ v [T] -pp- 1 to cut something 
into pieces with a sharp tool, such as an AX © Cal 
went out to chop some wood for the fireplace. 2 To 
chop something off is to separate it from what it 
was part of by cutting: Chop the ends off the carrots. 
3 If you chop up something, you cut it into small 
pieces: She chopped up some celery for the salad. 


MEAT /tfap/ n[C] a small piece of meat with a bone 
still in it © a lamb/pork/veal chop 
chopper /'tfap-ar/ n [C] a HELICOPTER 


choppy /'tJap-i/ adj (of the sea or other area of 
water) with lots of small waves caused by a strong 
wind 
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chopstick /'tJap-stik/ n [C usually pl] either of 
a pair of thin, narrow sticks used for eating food 


choral /‘ko:r-al, kour-/ adjo See at CHORUS SING: 
ING GROUP 


chord NOTES /k>:rd/ n [C] music three or more 
musical notes played at the same time 


LINE /koird/ mathematics a line SEGMENT (= part) 
whose end points are points on a circle > Picture: 
circle 


chore /tfo:r, tfour/ n[C] 1 a job or piece of work 
that needs to be done regularly © By the time he’d 
finished all the household chores it was mid-after- 
noon. 2 A chore is also something that is difficult 
and unpleasant: /t was a real chore trying to give 
our dog a bath. 


choreography /,koir-i:'ag-ra-fi, ,kour-/ n [U] 
the movements used by dancers esp. in perform- 
ing BALLET, or the art of planning such movements 
choreographer /,ko:r-i: 'ag-ra-far, ,kour-/ n[C] 


chortle /'tJo:rt-1/ v [I] to laugh with pleasure 
and satisfaction 


chorus SONG PART /'ko:r-as, 'kour-/ n[C] a part 
of a song that is repeated, usually after each VERSE 
(= the set of lines that are new in each part of the 
song) © I'll sing the verses but Id like all of you to 
Join in the chorus. 


SINGING GROUP /'ko:r-as, 'kour-/ n [C] 1 a group 
of people who are trained to sing together © He 
sings ina men’s chorus. 2 A chorus is also a musical 
part intended to be sung by a chorus or a CHOIR. 
choral /'ko:r-al, 'kour-/ adj relating to music in- 
tended to be sung by a chorus or a CHOIR © choral 
music 

THEATER GROUP /'ko:r-as, 'kour-/ n [C] a group of 
performers who, as a team, have a supporting po- 
sition singing or dancing in a show © She was a 
member of the chorus before she took over the lead 
role. 


IDIOM with chorus 


ea chorus of something an opinion given by a large 
group of people at the same time, or a large group 
of people giving their opinion © The publication of 
the book was greeted with a chorus of acclaim. 0 A 
chorus of western economists has expressed their un- 
happiness with the policy. 


chose /tJouz/ past simple of CHOOSE 
chosen /'tjou-zan/ past participle of CHOOSE 


chow /tfau/ n [U] slang food, esp. when prepared 
for a meal 


chowder /'t{aud-ar/ n [U] a type of thick soup 
made with milk, vegetables, and often fish or other 
sea creatures O clam/corn chowder 


Christ /kratst/ n [U] JESUS (CHRIST). 


christen /‘kris-an/ v [T] 1 to call a person, esp. 
a baby, a Christian through the ceremony of BAP- 
TISM and by naming the person © The parents 
christened their second child Maria. 2 \f a ship is 
christened, it is officially given its name: The First 
Lady christened the ship, “USS Arizona.” 3 \f you 
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christen something new, you use it for the first 
time: I’m going to christen my new golf clubs this 
week. 

christening /'kris-a-ntn/ n [C] © We celebrated 
the christening of my boss’s new baby in grand style. 


Christian /‘kris-tfan, 'kriJ-/ n [C] a person who 

follows or belongs to a religion based on the wor- 
ship of one God and the teachings of JESUS CHRIST 
as described in the BIBLE © The Roman Catholic 
Church is the largest of the Christian churches. 
Christian /‘kris-tfan, 'krif-/ adj [not gradable] 1 
following or belonging to the Christian religion 
2 |f you describe a person or a person’s actions as 
Christian, you mean that he or she acts according 
to Christian principles of goodness and kindness 
toward others: /t wasn’t very Christian of you to 
make him walk home in this rain. 
Christianity /,kris-tfi:'zen-at-i, ,krrf-/ n [U] the 
Christian faith, a religion based on the belief in one 
God and on the teachings of JESUS CHRIST, as set 
forth in the BIBLE 


Christian era, abbreviation C.€. n[U] the period 
of time from the year when Jesus Christ was born 
to the present 


Christian name n [C] a name someone is 
given at BAPTISM (= a ceremony at which a person 
is named as a Christian) 


Christian Science n [C] a Christian religion 
whose members believe illness can be cured by 
belief and a true understanding of the teachings 
of Jesus Christ, and by following those teachings 


Christmas /‘kris-mas/ n [C/U] December 25th, 
a day celebrated each year to honor the birth of 
Jesus, or the period of time just before and after 
December 25th © [U] People usually visit their fam- 
ilies at Christmas. © [C] | hope you have a very Merry 
Christmas! 


Christmas card n [C] a decorated card ex- 
pressing good wishes and sent to someone at 
Christmas 


Christmas carol n [C] a song about Christ- 
mas or winter, sung at Christmas 


Christmas Day n [C] December 25th 


Christmas Eve n [C] December 24th, the day 
before Christmas. 


Christmastime /‘kris-mas ,taim/ n [U] the 
Christmas season, or the period from about De- 
cember 24th to January 1st or January 6th 


Christmas tree n [C] an evergreen tree that 
is decorated during the Christmas season and 
placed where people can enjoy looking at it, either 
inside or outside a building 


chromatic aberration /krou'mzt-tk ,zeb-2 
‘rer: fan/ n[U] physics a failure of colors to be seen 
correctly through a LENS (= curved piece of glass), 
caused by the lens not being perfect 


chromatography /,krou-ma'tag-ra-fi/ n [U] 
chemistry, biology a method of finding what 
separate substances a mixture contains by making 


it flow, as a liquid or gas, through a material such 
as paper, which different substances will flow 
through at different speeds 


chrome /kroum/ n(U] CHROMIUM © The car has 
bright chrome trim. 


chromium /‘krou-mi:-am/ n [U] a hard, blue- 
gray, element used in combination with metals or 
put on a material to form a shiny covering 


chromosome /‘krou-ma,zoum, -,soum/ n[C] 
biology any of the structures shaped like rods that 
are found in living cells and contain the GENES (= 
chemical patterns) which control what an animal 
or plant is like > Picture: cell 
chromosomal /,krou-ma'zou-mal, -'sou-mal/ 
adj [not gradable] relating to chromosomes 


chronic /'kran-1k/ adj (esp. of a disease or some- 
thing bad) continuing for along time © Mr. George 
is resigning because of chronic heart disease. © There 
is a chronic shortage of teachers. 
chronically /‘kran-1-kli/ adv © The hospital pro- 
vides care to chronically ill patients for as long as they 
need it. 


Chronic Fatigue Syndrome pn [U] a 
group of illnesses that causes people to be ex- 
tremely tired 


chronicle /‘kran-1-kal/ n [C] a record of events 
in the order in which they happened © This book 
is the most eloquent chronicle of an empire’s down- 
fall that | have seen. © (infml) The diary, although a 
personal story, is really a chronicle of an important 
period of history. 

chronicle /'kran-1-kal/ v [T] to make a record or 
tell the history of something © His one-man show 
chronicles the life of Mark Twain. 


chronology /kra'nal-a-d3i/ n[C] a list or expla- 
nation of events in the order in which they hap- 
pened © He gave a detailed chronology of the events 
of the past three days. 
chronological /,kran-a'lad3-1-kal/ adj © Give me 
the dates in chronological order. 
chronologically /,kran-a'lad3-1-kli/ adv © Please 
name the presidents chronologically. 


chrysalis /‘kris-a-las/ n[C] an insect at the stage 
of development when it is like a WORM protected 
by a hard cover, before it becomes a MOTH or 
BUTTERFLY 


ch rysa nthemum /kra 'seen-89:mam/, short form 
mum n [C] any of several types of garden plants 
that flower in the fall, including some that produce 
many small flowers and others that have very 
large, brightly colored flowers 


chubby /'t{ab-i/ adj (esp. of children) rounded 
in a pleasant and attractive way © The perfect baby 
has, we are told, chubby little fingers and toes, 
chubby legs, and chubby cheeks. 


chuck THROW /tJak/ v [T] to throw something 
without giving it your attention © Chuck me the 
keys. 

END /tfak/ v[T] infmi/ to end, give up, or leave some- 
thing © Last summer, he chucked his ten-year career 
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as a stockbroker. © How can you chuck an old friend- 
ship like that? 


chuckle /'tjak-al/ v [I] to laugh quietly 0 She was 
chuckling as she read the letter. 
chuckle /'tfak-al/ n [C] © | always get a chuckle 
out of the Doonesbury comic Strip. 


chug MAKE SOUND /tfag/ v[l always + adv/prep] 
-gg- 1 to make the sound of an engine or motor, 
or to move making this sound © The train chugged 
up the hill. 2 To chug also means to move steadily, 
like a little train: Yeah, my life is chugging right 
along, thanks. 
chug /tfag/ n [C] © We heard the chug of the 
boat’s engine in the distance. 

DRINK /tfag/, chug-a-lug /'t{ag-9,lag/ v -gg- slang 
to swallow a drink completely without stopping to 
breathe © [T] He was so thirsty he chugged three 
glasses of water. 


chum /tfam/ n [C] infmi a friend © Some of our 
college chums are a little wild. 
chummy /'tfam-i/ adj infm!© She tells the two of 
them to look chummy for the picture. 


chump /t{amp/ n[C] infmia foolish or stupid per- 
son O What a chump he was to quit his job. 


chunk /tfagk/ n [C] 1 a thick piece or lump © A 
large chunk of plaster crashed down from the ceiling. 
2 infmi A chunk is a large part of something: Her 
books must be read in chunks to follow the plot. 
chunky /'tfan-ki/ adj 1 She wears chunky earrings 
and rings and a baggy sweater. 2 Chunky foods 
have pieces or lumps mixed into a smooth base: | 
love chunky peanut butter! 3 A person who is 
chunky is strong and built solidly: She’s a chunky 
woman with a powerful personality. 


church BuILDING /t{srt{/ n [C] a building for 
Christian religious activities 0 We came to a church 
and went inside to sit and enjoy the quiet. 


ORGANIZATION /tf3rt{/ n [C/U] 1 a Christian reli- 
gious organization © [U] He went on a trip with 
some of his friends from church. 2 Church is also a 
group of people meeting for a religious gathering: 
[U] /’ll see you after church. 3 A church is also one 
of the larger divisions within Christianity: [C] The 
Episcopal and Roman Catholic churches have many 
similarities. 4 Church can also mean organized re- 
ligion generally: [U] The separation of church and 
state is an important feature of the US Constitution. 


churchgoer /,t{3rt{,gou-ar/ n [C] someone 
who goes to church regularly 


Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints n [U] the church to which MORMONS 
belong 


churchyard / t{srt{-jard/ n [C] an area around 
a church, often where people are buried 


churlish /'t{sr-lif/ adj rude, unfriendly, and un- 
pleasant © [+ to infinitive] They invited me to dinner 
and | thought it would be churlish to refuse. 
churlishly /'tfar-ltf-li/ adv © | churlishly told him 
to go bother someone else. 


churn /tj3rn/ v[I/T] 1 to move violently © [I] The 
water was churning and the boat was rocking. © [M] 
The fish churned up the water when we threw them 
some food. © [T] (fig.) Seeing the car ahead flip over 
churned his stomach. 2 To churn butter means to 
beat cream into butter using a special container. 
churn /tf3rn/ n[C] a container in which cream is 
made into butter 


PHRASAL VERB with churn 


echurn out something [M] to produce something 
automatically, without much thought, and in large 
amounts © Hollywood studios have been churning 
out some very bad movies over the past several years. 


chute SLIDE /ju:t/ n[C] a narrow, steep slide for 
objects or people to go down © The garbage chute 
empties into a big bin. © We had to use the emer- 
gency chute to get out of the plane. 


CLOTH DEVICE /fu:t/ n [C] short form of PARACHUTE 


chutney /‘tfat-ni/ n [C/U] a sauce containing 
small pieces of fruit, spices, sugar, and vinegar, 
eaten with cold meats and other foods to add fla- 
vor © [C] Mango chutney is absolutely my favorite. 


chutzpah /‘hot-:spa, 'xut-/ n [U] behavior that 
is extremely confident and often rude, with no re- 
spect for the opinions or abilities of anyone else © 
The movie was made with a little money and a lot of 
chutzpah. © | wonder who had the chutzpah to dis- 
agree with him? 


CIA n [U] abbreviation for Central Intelligence 
Agency (= the US government organization that 
collects information about other countries and de- 
cides the importance of that information) 


ciao /tJau/ exclamation infml hello or goodbye © 
He greeted me with his usual all-purpose “Ciao, 
baby!” 


cicada /sa'keid-a, -'kad-9/ n[C] picicadas a large 
insect with transparent wings which it rubs to- 
gether to produce a high, continuous sound esp. 
when the weather is hot © Cicadas buzzing in the 
maple trees is the sound of hot summer. 


cider /'satd-ar/ n [U] apple juice made from 
crushed apples, used as a drink or to make vinegar 


cigar /s'gar/ n [C] a tight roll of dried tobacco 
leaves used for smoking © Cuban cigars 


cigarette / sig-a'ret/ n [C] a small tube of thin 
paper filled with pieces of cut tobacco that is used 
for smoking © Cigarette smoking is a major cause of 
heart disease. 


cinch SOMETHING EASY /sint{/ n[C] infmisome- 
thing that is very easy or certain to be done or 
happen © Training a puppy is a cinch if you bribe 
him with treats. 

STRAP /sint{/ n[C] a strap that goes around esp. a 
horse to hold the SADDLE (= the seat put on an 
animal for a rider) in place 
cinch /sint{/ v [T] 0 My guide cinched the llama’s 
saddle tight enough to stay in place. 


Cinco de Mayo /s17-kou-de1'mat-ou, -da-/n 
[C/U] May 5th, a Mexican holiday celebrating a 
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circuit board 


victory by Mexican fighters over a French army in 
1862 © [U] Cinco de Mayo events this year include 
cookouts, parades, and dances. 


cinder /'sin-dar/ n [C] a small piece of partly 
burned coal or wood © Get rid of the cinders before 
you build a new fire. 


cinder block n [Cc] a hollow block made of 
concrete mixed with CINDERS that is used esp. in 
building walls 


Cinderella / sin-da'rel-3/ n [C] someone or 
something suddenly successful but previously un- 
known or given little attention, from a traditional 
story © All four Cinderella teams lost in the semifinals, 
leaving no true underdogs. 


cinema /'sin-9-ma/ n [C/U] 1 movies, or the art 
or business of making movies © [U] Her lectures on 
the cinema were very interesting. 2 esp. Cdn, Br A 
cinema is also a movie theater: [C] We’d already 
been to the local cinema twice that week. 
cinematic /,sin-a'meaet-1k/ adj © The cinematic ef- 
fects in this film are utterly remarkable. 


cinematography / sin-a-ma'tag-ra-fi/ n [U] 
the art and methods of using cameras in making 
a movie © The cinematography is what makes this 
film as wonderful as it really is. 


cinnamon /'sin-a-man/ n [U] 1 a spice, made 
from the BARK (= outer covering) of a tropical tree, 
usually available in the form of powder or a rolled 
piece of bark © The smell of cinnamon makes me 
hungry for cookies. 2 Cinnamon is also a red-brown 
color: The dress is available in cinnamon and green. 


cinnamon roll, cinnamon bun n [C] a round, 
sweet bread flavored with CINNAMON © Robert 
had stuffed half a cinnamon bun in his mouth and 
couldn't say a word. 


cipher Secret WRITING /'sat-far/ n[C] a system 
of writing that most people cannot understand, so 
that the message is secret; a CODE © We spent a lot 
of time figuring out the enemy’s cipher. 


NOTHING /'sal-far/ n [C] a zero, or a person or 
thing that has no value or importance © In the 
hands of a lesser actor, the role could have easily 
been a cipher. 


circa /'s3r-ka, 'kir-ka/, abbreviation c, abbreviation ca 
prep fm! (used before a year) about or approxi- 
mately © The Greek philosopher Socrates was born 
circa 470 BC. 


circle SHAPE /'s3r-kal/ n [C] geometry a contin- 
uous curved line which is always the same distance 
away from a fixed central point, or the area en- 
closed by such a line © Colored paper was cut into 
circles, squares, and triangles. © A circle of chairs had 
been arranged in the center of the room. 
circle /'s3r-kal/ v [I/T] 1 [I] A hawk circled high 
overhead, looking for food. © [T] | circled the block 
to find a parking space. 2 fig. If you circle around a 
subject, you talk about things related to it, often 
to avoid talking about the subject itself: [I] He cir- 
cled around the idea of paying authors more for their 
books. 


circumference 


diameter 


chord 


radius 


— tangent 


CIRCLES 


GROUP /'s3r-kal/ n [C] a group of people who are 
connected by family, work, or society, or who 
share an interest © There’s a small circle of people 
who sell and exhibit their work at the same shows. 
© The mayor's inner circle met with him throughout 
the crisis to give advice. 


WORD FAMILY circle 


Nouns circle Adjectives circular 


semicircular 


circular 
circulation 
semicircle 


Verbs circle 


circulate 


IDIOM with circle 


¢go (around) in circles, to do a lot or seem very 
busy without achieving anything © We just keep 
going around in circles, talking without deciding 
anything. 


circuit CLOSED SYSTEM /'s3r-kat/ n [C] 1 phys- 
ics a closed system esp. of wires through which 
electricity can flow © Big electronic circuits can carry 
huge amounts of data. 2 A circuit is also a system 
that allows people to communicate with each 
other: Holiday phone calls always overload the 
circuits. 
circuitry /'s3r-ka-tri/ n [U] © The circuitry in this 
computer is protected from power surges. 

CIRCLE /'s3r-kat/ n [C] 1 something shaped like a 
circle, esp. a route, path, or sports track that starts 
and ends in the same place © She has ridden on 
tough racing circuits such as the New York and Flor- 
ida tracks. 2 A circuit can be a path or route in the 
shape of a circle: Fish swam continuously, making 
the endless circuit of the tank. 

SERIES /'s3r-kot/ n [C] a regular series of events that 
happen in different places © She has won a number 
of tournaments on this year’s tennis circuit. 

LEGAL AREA /'sar-kat/ n [C] an area under the au- 
thority of a particular court 


circuit board n [Ca small board on which 
electrical CIRCUITS are attached or printed 
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circuit breaker 


circuit breaker n [C] a safety device that 
stops the flow of current to an electrical system © 
I cut off all the circuit breakers in the house, but | 
could still hear a humming sound. 0 Compare FUSE 
SAFETY DEVICE 


circuit court n [C] a court that tries cases in 
different places within the area under its authority 
© Mr. Blackford was acquitted in the circuit court. 


Circuit Court of Appeals n [C] a court in 
any of eleven areas in the US in which lawyers can 
argue that a decision made in a lower court should 
be changed © The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
refused to rule on that case. 


circuit judge n[C] a judge who decides cases 
that are brought to a CIRCUIT COURT © The Circuit 
Judge issued a temporary restraining order. 


circuitous /sar'kju:-at-as/ adj not straight or di- 
rect; ROUNDABOUT © We took a circuitous route 
home. 
circuitously /sar'kju:-at-a-sli/ adv © The train 
tracks wound circuitously through the canyons. 


circular ROUND /'sar-kja-lor/ adj 1 in the shape 
of a circle; round © One man built a circular barn 
for his cows. © The circular area is used for parking. 
2 A circular argument or discussion is one which 
keeps returning to the same points and does not 
advance to any new points or to agreement. 


PRINTED PAPER /'s3r-kja-lar/ n [C] a letter or notice 
given to a large number of people © The discount 
chain advertises sales with circulars. 


circulate /'ssr-kja lert/ v 1 to move around or 
through © [T] circulate a letter/memo/proposal © [I] 
Hot water circulates through the pipes. 2 biology 
Blood circulates inside the body by moving from 
the heart through the ARTERIES and back to the 
heart through the VEINS. 
circulation /,s3r-kja'lei-fan/ n [C/U] 1 biology 
the movement of blood inside the body 2 Circu- 
lation is also the movement of air or water in a 
space or system: [U] The fans in the air circulation 
system make a lot of noise. 3 A magazine or news- 
paper's circulation is the number of people who 
read it: [C] The Chronicle has a daily circulation of 
505,000. 4 If something is in circulation, it is avail- 
able: [U] Are the new dollar coins in circulation yet? 
5 If something is out of circulation, it is not avail- 
able: [U] The company takes its movies out of cir- 
culation, then shows them again. © [U] (fig.) (infml) 
She's been out of circulation since her accident. 


circulatory /'s3r-kja-la,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj [not 
gradable] biology relating to the system that 
moves blood through the body and that includes 
the heart, ARTERIES, and VEINS 


circumcise /'s3r-kam saiz/ v [T] to cut off the 
FORESKIN 
circumcision /,s3r-kam's13-an/ n [C/U] 


circumference /sar'kam-fa-rans/ n [C/U] 1 
geometry the distance around a circle © [U] Draw 
a circle 5 inches in circumference. 2 A circumference 


is also the distance around the widest part of a 
round object, or a line enclosing a circular space. 
3 The circumference of an area of any size or shape 
is its complete outside edge: [C] We walked the 
circumference of the field so we wouldn't interrupt 
the game. > Picture: circle 


circumnavigate /,s3r-kam'nzv-a,gert/ v [T] 
to travel all the way around something, esp. the 
earth 


circumstance @ /'s3r-kam stzens/ n[C/U] an 
event or condition connected with what is hap- 
pening or has happened © [C] The circumstances 
of the theft of the painting were not known. © [C] 
The circumstances surrounding his disappearance 
are under investigation. © He said that under no cir- 
cumstances was he returning to Phoenix. 
circumstantial /,sar-kam 'stzen-tJal/ adjrelating 
to the circumstances in which something hap- 
pened, but not to the thing itself © The report said 
most of the data was circumstantial, so no conclu- 
sions could be drawn from it. © The judge reminded 
the jury that circumstantial evidence is information 
that may be important but is not proof of guilt. 


circumvent /\s3r-kam'vent/ v [T] to avoid 
something by going around it © Young people still 
want to circumvent their parents’ control. 


circus /'s3r-kas/ n [C] 1 a group of traveling en- 
tertainers including ACROBATS, CLOWNS, and 
trained animals, or a performance by such a 
group, Often in a tent O He quit school in the eighth 
grade to join the circus. © We saw the circus set up 
in a tent in the middle of the city. 2 A circus is also 
something noisy and confused: The media circus 
covering the trial took over the courthouse steps. 


cirrhosis /sa'rou-sas/ n[U] medical a serious dis- 
ease of the LIVER (= an organ in the body) that can 
result in death 


cistern /'sts-tarn/ n[C] a large container for stor- 
ing water, esp. one kept on the roof of a large 
building to catch rain 


cite © MENTION /sait/ v[T] 1 to mention some- 
thing as proof for a theory or as a reason why 
something has happened, or to speak or write 
words taken from a written work © He cited a study 
of the devices as proof that the company knew they 
were dangerous. © Scientists cite this experiment as 
their main support for this theory. 2 To cite some- 
one else’s words when speaking or writing is to use 
them: /f you cite too many writers, readers will won- 
der if you have any ideas of your own. 3 In law, a 
person or organization which is cited is named in 
a legal action: The mine operator was cited with 33 
violations of federal safety standards. 
citation @ /sar'ter-fan/ n[C/U] 1 [U] Citation of 
her mother’s wisdom did not change her ways. © [C] 
She checked all the citations from other writers | used 
in my book. 2 lawA citation is an official notice from 
a court of law: [C] The court could issue a citation 
against her for disclosing information. © [C] County 
police say that no citations have been issued since 
the law went into effect. 
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PRAISE /sait/ v [T] to praise someone publicly for 
something the person has done © He was cited for 
bravery. 
citation /sar'ter-fan/ n [C] © Cory received a ci- 
tation from the mayor for her achievements. 


citizen /'sit-a-zan/ n [C] 1 politics & govern- 
ment a person who was born in a particular coun- 
try and has certain rights or has been given certain 
rights because of having lived there 0 Nabokov was 
a Russian, then had British citizenship, and then be- 
came an American citizen. © A large part of our job 
is to educate citizens about their rights. © Old people 
have been treated like second-class citizens. 2 A citi- 
zen is also a person who lives in a particular place: 
My sister is now a New Hampshire citizen. 
citizenry /'sit-a-zan-ri/ n[U] the group of people 
who live in a particular country or place © An angry 
citizenry organized resistance to the harsh new laws. 
citizenship /'sit-9-zan,fip/ n [U] 1 politics & 
government the state of having the rights of a per- 
son born in a particular country © He was granted 
Canadian citizenship last year. © Harold holds dual 
citizenship in New Zealand and the US. 2 Citizen- 
ship is also carrying out the duties and responsi- 
bilities of a member of a particular society: Good 
citizenship requires that you do all the things a citi- 
zen is supposed to do, such as pay taxes, serve on 
juries, and vote. 


citrus /'s1-tras/ n(C] pi citrus, citruses any of a 
group of plants that produce juicy fruits with a 
slightly sour taste © Oranges, lemons, limes, and 
grapefruit are types of citrus fruit. 


city /'sit-i/ n [C] a place where many people live, 
with many houses, stores, businesses, etc., and 
which is bigger than a town © Canadians have built 
big, pleasant, and livable cities. © When their team 
won the World Series, the whole city celebrated. © 
Wellington is the capital city of New Zealand. 


city council n [C] the legislature of a city 


city hall n [C] 1 a building that is used by the 
government of a city, and that usually contains the 
city offices © Protesters hurled eggs during a cere- 
mony in front of city hall. 2 City hall is also the gov- 
ernment of a city: /f city hall hadn’t stopped him, he 
would have erected the statue in his front yard. 


city-state /‘sit-i: stert, -'stert/ n [C] politics & 
government a city and its surrounding territory 
that together make an independent state 


citywide /'sit-i:,waid/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
including all of a city and everyone who lives there 
© Ina Series of hearings held citywide, residents com- 
plained more about the schools than about crime. 


Civic /'siv-1k/ adj [not gradable] social studies of 
a town or city or the people who live in it 0 A group 
of prominent civic leaders have been among the 
school system’s harshest critics. 


Civics /'siv-1ks/ n [U] social studies the study of 
the rights and duties of citizens 
civic /'siv-1k/ adj [not gradable] © Civic responsi- 
bility includes voting and serving on juries. 


civil war 


Civil © ORDINARY /'siv-al/ adj 1 of or relating to 
the ordinary people of a country, rather than 
members of religious organizations or the military 
© These helicopters are for rescue and other civil use. 
© We were married in a civil ceremony. 2 politics & 
government Civil also refers to the legal system 
governing personal and business matters: civil 
court O Compare CRIMINAL 
civilian /sa'vil-jan/ n[C] politics & government 
a person who is not a member of the police, the 
armed forces, or a fire department © The senator is 
not the only civilian who would like to ride in a space 
shuttle. 
civilian /sa'vil-jan/ adj [not gradable] © the civil- 
ian population ° civilian workers/employees 

POLITE /'siv-al/ adj polite and formal © We were civil 
to each other, but we were both still angry. 
civility /sa'vil-at-i/ n [U] © | learned how much 
smoother the day goes when people act with civility 
(= behave in a polite way). 


civil disobedience n [C/U] politics & gov- 
ernment the refusal of citizens to obey certain laws 
Or pay taxes as a peaceful way to express disap- 
proval of those laws or taxes 0 [U] Campaigns of 
civil disobedience forced an end to segregation. 


civil engineering n [U] the planning and 
building of public roads, bridges, and buildings 
civil engineer n [C] 


civilization / siv-a-la'zer- fon, -lai-/ n [C/U] a 
highly developed culture, including its social or- 
ganization, government, laws, and arts, or the cul- 
ture of a social group or country at a particular 
time © [U] Widespread use of the Internet may 
change modern civilization. © [C] The Inca civiliza- 
tion flourished for a long time. 


civilize /'siv-a,laiz/ v [T] to educate people or a 
society to develop it further © Dedicated teachers 
labored under difficult conditions to civilize frontier 
society. 
civilized /'siv-a ,laizd/ adj 1 having a well-devel- 
oped way of life and social systems © “A civilized 
society allows for tolerance,” he said. 2 Civilized also 
means pleasant, comfortable, well-educated, or 
orderly: civilized behavior © a civilized vacation 


civil liberty n([C/U] politics & government the 
right of people to basic freedoms and to live with- 
out the government becoming involved in private 
matters O The right of free speech is one of our most 
important civil liberties. 


civil rights p/n politics & government the 
rights of each person in a society, including equal- 
ity under the law and in employment and the right 
to vote O In the 1960s, civil rights were extended by 
law to include all Americans. 


civil servant n [C] a person who works for lo- 
cal, state, or esp. the federal government 


civil service n [C] politics & government all 
government departments that are not part of the 
military 

civil war n[C] a war fought between groups of 
people living in the same country 
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clack 


clack /klak/ n [C usually sing] a short sound 
made when two hard objects hit 
clack /klaek/ v [1] O Her shoes clacked on the tile 
floor. 


clad /klzed/ adj [not gradable] literature (of peo- 
ple) dressed, or (of things) covered © A stranger 
appeared, clad in white. 


claim SAy /klerm/ v [T] to state that something 
is true or is a fact © [+ (that) clause] Ervin claims 
(that) he is bankrupt. 
claim /klerm/ n[C] © They say it works, but there 
is no evidence to support those claims. 


REQUEST /kleim/ v [T] 1 to demand something of 
value because you believe it belongs to you or you 
have a right to it 0 /f no one claims the money, I can 
keep it. 2 \f a storm, crime, or other violence claims 
someone’s life, the person was killed suddenly as 
a result of that event: The earthquake claimed hun- 
dreds of lives. 
claim /klerm/ n [C] 1 a written request to an or- 
ganization to pay you a sum of money which you 
believe it owes you © After the storm, dozens of 
claims were filed to collect crop insurance. 2 A claim 
is also a statement saying that you have a right to 
something: They asserted their claim to citizenship. 


IDIOM with claim 


eclaim to fame a reason why someone or some- 
thing is famous © This little town’s claim to fame is 
that a president was born here. 


clam /klam/ n [C] a type of sea creature with a 
hard shell in two parts, or its soft body that can be 
eaten raw or cooked 


PHRASAL VERB with clam 


eclam up infmI to refuse to talk or answer © He just 
clammed up when | walked in. 


clamber /'klzem-ber, -ar/ v [I always + adv/prep] 
to climb somewhere with difficulty, often needing 
to use both hands and feet © The baby clambered 
up the stairs. 


clammy /'klaem-i/ adj slightly wet and cool, in 
an unpleasant way © Her forehead was hot, but her 
hands were clammy. 


clamor, Cdn, 6r clamour /'klaem-ar/ v [!] to make 
a loud complaint or demand © The audience clam- 
ored for an encore. 
clamor, Cdn, 8r clamour /'klaem-ar/ n [U] 1 The 
clamor for freedom in recent years has been strong. 
2 Clamor is also loud noise, esp. made by people’s 
voices: The clamor of their voices rose. 


clamp /klamp/ n[C] a device used to hold some- 
thing tightly © A small clamp at the bottom edge 
holds it in place. 
clamp /klamp/ v[T always + adv/prep] 1 to use 
a device to hold something tightly 0 [M] Clamp 
the pieces together while the glue dries. 2 \f you 
clamp something, you hold it firmly so that it does 
not move: He abruptly clamped his jaw shut. 


PHRASAL VERB with clamp 


eclamp down on something/someone to stop or 
limit an activity or the people doing it, esp. a bad 
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or illegal activity © Stores use electronic devices to 
clamp down on theft. 


clan /klen/ n[C] infmia family, esp. a large group 
of people who are related © /s the whole clan gath- 
ering at your house for Thanksgiving? 


clandestine /klzn'des:tan/ adj planned or 
done in secret © a clandestine meeting 
clandestinely /klzen'des-tan-li/ adv © The virus 
Clandestinely burrowed its way into computers across 
the globe. 


clang /klen/ v [I/T] to make a loud, ringing sound 
like metal being hit, or to cause something to 
make such a sound © [I] There was none of the hiss- 
ing and clanging one expects in factories. 
clang /kleen/ n[C usually sing] © The door rolled 
shut with a clang. 


clank /klaenk/ v [I/T] to make a short, loud sound 
like that of metal objects hitting each other, or to 
cause something to make such a sound © [I] Ray’s 
van Clanked down the driveway. 
clank /kleegk/ n[C usually sing] © the clank of sil- 
verware on plates 


clap PUT HANDS TOGETHER /klzep/ v [I/T] -pp- 1 
to make a short, loud noise by hitting your hands 
together © [T] She clapped her hands to call the dog 
in. 2 People will clap at the end of a speech or a 
performance to show that they are pleased: [I] Ev- 
eryone was clapping and cheering. 
clap /kleep/ n [C] 1 There were a few claps, and 
then embarrassing silence. 2 A clap of thunder is 
the sudden, loud noise of thunder. 


HIT LIGHTLY /klaep/ v[T always + adv/prep] -pp- to 
hit someone lightly on the shoulder or back in a 
friendly way to express pleasure O The governor 
clapped him on the back and congratulated him. 


clapboard /‘kizb-ard; 'klap-bo:rd, -bourd/ n 
[U] a narrow board used to cover the outside walls 
of a building by laying one board over part of the 
one already attached below it 


clapper /'klzp-ar/ n[C] a piece of metal hang- 
ing inside a bell which makes the bell ring by hit- 
ting its sides 


clarify © /‘klzr-a,far/ v [T] to make something 
clearer or easier to understand © / hope this analysis 
will clarify the debate. © Talking it through with you 
has helped me to clarify my own thinking about the 
problem. 
clarification © / kler-a-fa'ker-fan/ n [C/U] 0 
[U] Two of your points deserve further clarification. 


clarinet /,klzr-a'net/ n [C/U] a tube-shaped 
musical instrument that is played by blowing 
through a single REED (= thin piece of wood) and 
pressing keys on its front to produce notes, or this 
type of instrument generally; a WOODWIND 
clarinetist, clarinettist /,klaer-a'net-ast/ n [C] 0 
He’s a respected jazz clarinetist. 


clarity /‘klzer-at-i/ n[U] the quality of being clear 
and easy to understand, see, or hear O He conveys 
information with great clarity. © The story is filmed 
with razor-sharp clarity. © The sound was loud, but 
it lacked clarity. 


ez bat | ahot | ar bite | av house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


clash FIGHT /klzJ/ v [1] to fight or disagree © The 
president and Congress clashed again over the 
budget. 
clash /klaef/ n [C] © a clash of interests/personali- 
ties O clashes between demonstrators and police 


NOT MATCH /klzeJ/ v [I] (of colors or styles) to look 
ugly or wrong together © / do not think that red 
clashes with orange. 


SOUND /klz{/ n [C] a loud sound like that made 
when metal objects hit 
clash /klae f/ v [I/T] © [I] From the kitchen you could 
hear dishes clashing as they were stacked. 


clasp /klzsp/ v[T] to hold someone or something 
firmly in your hands or arms © He clasped the vase, 
afraid he would drop it. 
clasp /klaesp/ n[C] 1 She had a firm clasp on her 
daughter's hand. 2 A clasp is a small metal device 
used to fasten a belt, a bag, or a piece of jewelry. 


class TEACHING GROUP /klaes/ n[C] 1 a group of 
students who are taught together at school, or a 
short period in which a particular subject is taught 
© She got in trouble for talking in class. 2 The class 
of a particular year is the group of students who 
will complete their studies that year: The class of 
2003 is very large. 


USAGE 
class or classroom? 
Class cannot be used to mean the room where 
a lesson happens. For this meaning you must 
use classroom. 
Every classroom in the entire school has a new 
whiteboard. 
inthe-entire-scheel-has-a-new 
whiteboard: 


=e = “J 6 


ECONOMIC GROUP /klzes/ n [C/U] a group of peo- 
ple within a society who have the same economic 
and social position © [U] Most of us think of our- 
selves as middle class. 

BIOLOGY /klzs/ n[C] biology a group of plants or 
animals with similar biological structure 

RANK /klaes/ n[C] the ranking of goods and services 
or people’s skills according to what they provide 
or how good they are © Whenever | fly, | go business 
class. © She's a first-class teacher. 
class /klaes/ v [T] to rank © | would class her with 
the best American violinists. 

STYLE /klzes/ n [U] the quality of being stylish or 
fashionable © She dresses with a lot of class. 
classy /'kles-i/ adj © He drives a very classy car. 


IDIOM with class 


ein a class by your/itself excellent, or the best of 
its kind © Her singing is in a class by itself. 


class action n [C/U] aw legal action for the 
benefit of a large group of people claiming to have 
suffered similar harm 


classic © STANDARD /'klzs-1k/ adj being of a 
high standard against which others of the same 
type are judged © classic literature © John Stein- 
beck’'s classic American novel, “The Grapes of 
Wrath” 


clause 


classic /'klaes:1k/ n[C] a well-known piece of writ- 
ing, musical recording, or film which is of high 
quality and lasting value © Chaplin's films are re- 
garded as American classics. 


TRADITIONAL /'klaes-1k/ adj traditional in design or 
style O She wore a classic blue suit and a straw hat. 


TYPICAL /'klzes-1k/ adj having all the characteristics 
or qualities that are typical of something © The 
building is a classic example of poor design. 


classical © ANCIENT /'klzs-1-kal/ adj world 
history belonging to or relating to the culture of 
ancient Rome and Greece © classical architecture/ 
languages © Related noun: CLASSICS 


TRADITIONAL /'klaes-1-kal/ adj traditional in style or 
form, or using methods developed over a long pe- 
riod of time © classical ballet 


classical music n [C] a form of music devel- 
oped from a European tradition mainly in the 18th 
and 19th centuries © My wife likes classical music 
but | prefer jazz. 


classics © /'klaes-1ks/ p/n the study of ancient 
Greek and Roman culture, esp. their languages 
and literature © Related adjective: CLASSICAL 
ANCIENT 


classified /'klzs-9 ,faid/ adj (of information) of- 
ficially secret © These documents contain classified 
material. 


classified (ad) /'kizs-9,faid (‘zed)/, want ad 
n [C] a small advertisement in a newspaper or 
magazine offering or requesting a job, furniture, 
cars, houses, etc. 


classify /‘klzs-a ,fat/ v [T] 1 to divide things into 
groups according to type © We classify our books 
by subject. 2 biology Classify also means to divide 
organisms into groups according to particular 
characteristics. 
classification /,klas-a-fa'ker-fan/ n [C/U] 1 the 
division of things into groups by type © [U] The 
new pay Classification takes effect next week. © [C] 
Hotels are listed in four classifications from economy 
to deluxe. 2 biology Classification is also the divi- 
sion of organisms into groups according to partic- 
ular characteristics. 


classmate /'klzs-meit/ n [C] someone who is 
in the same class as you in school © Trish is taller 
than most of her classmates. 


classroom /'klas-ruim, -rum/ n [C] a room 
where groups of students are taught > Usage: 
class or classroom? at CLASS TEACHING GROUP 


classwork /‘klas-wark/ n [C] work that you do 
in a school class 


clastic /'klzs-tik/ adj [not gradable] earth sci- 
ence describes a type of rock consisting of broken 
pieces of other rock 


clatter /‘klat-ar/ v [I/T] to make loud noises, or 
to hit hard objects against each other © [T] Don’t 
clatter the pots and pans — you'll wake the baby up. 
clatter /'klzet-ar/ n [U] © She could hear the clatter 
of horses’ hooves trotting down the road. 


clause © GRAMMAR /klo:z/ n [C] grammar a 
group of words that includes a subject and a verb 
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to form a simple sentence or only part of a sen- 
tence © “If | go to town” is a clause, but not a 
sentence. 


LEGAL STATEMENT /klo:2/ n[C] Jawa part of a writ- 
ten legal document © He had a clause in his movie 
contract that let him work in the theater. 


claustrophobia /k\s:-stra'fou-bi:-a/ n [U] an 
extreme fear of being in an enclosed or crowded 
space 
claustrophobic /,klo:-stra'fou-bik/ adj © | feel 
claustrophobic in an elevator. 


claw /kls:/ n [C] 1 one of the sharp, curved nails 
at the end of each of the toes of some animals and 
birds © Our cat likes to sharpen her claws on the legs 
of the dining table. 2 A claw is also the curved, mov- 
able part at the end of the leg of some insects and 
sea animals, such as CRABS and LOBSTERS: Watch 
out — the lobster’s claws pinch. 
claw /klo:/ v[I/T] 1 to cut esp. flesh with claws © 
[T] Nora’s cat attacked him and began clawing his 
back. 2 Someone who claws his or her way some- 
where uses a lot of effort to achieve something: [I] 
The team trailed, 24-13, after one quarter but 
clawed to 26-18 by halftime. 


clay /kle1/ n [U] thick, heavy earth that is soft 
when wet, and hard when dry or baked © Clay is 
used for making bricks and pots. 


clean NOT DIRTY /kli:n/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 free 
of dirt or other unwanted parts or pieces © Make 
sure you wear a clean shirt. 0 Hospital rooms have 
to be kept clean. 2 Clean also means free from 
harmful substances, or pure: clean air/water 
clean /kli:n/ v [I/T] to remove dirt or unwanted 
parts or pieces from something © [T] Saturday 
morning is our time to clean the house. © [T] You 
should clean a wound immediately to avoid infection. 
cleaner /'kli:-nar/ n [C] 1 a business that cleans 
clothes by using chemicals 2 A cleaner is also a 
person whose job is cleaning: a window cleaner 3 
A cleaner is also a product that removes dirt: a 
household cleaner 
cleanliness /'klen-li:-nas/ n[U] the habit or state 
of keeping yourself or your environment free from 
dirt © Her job involved checking the cleanliness of 
restaurants. 


WORD CHOICES clean 


To emphasize that something is very clean, you 
could use the adjectives immaculate or 
spotless. 


The whole house was immaculate. 
He was wearing a spotless white shirt. 


An informal phrase you can use for a place that 
is clean and neat is spick-and-span. 


Their house is always spick-and-span. 


If air or water is clean and has no harmful sub- 
stances in it, the word pure can be used. 


| love the pure mountain air. 
If an object is clean and has no bacteria on it, 
you can use the adjective sterile. 
All equipment used in medical operations 
must be sterile. 


HONEST /kli:n/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 honest or fair; 
not breaking rules or laws © “Let’s make it a clean 
fight,” said the referee. © Before his conviction for 
fraud, he had a clean record (= he had not been 
involved in crime previously). © (slang) They 
searched him, but he was clean (= he was not car- 
rying anything illegal or not allowed). 2 Clean also 
means morally acceptable and not giving offense: 
clean living © a clean joke 

COMPLETE /kli:n/ adj [-er/-est only] complete © It’s 
better for both of us if we make a clean break and 
stop seeing each other. 
clean /kli:n/ adv [not gradable] infm/ oO The bullet 
went clean through his shoulder and out the other 
side. 


NOT USED /kli:n/ adj [-er/-est only] new and not 
used © a clean sheet of paper 
WORD FAMILY clean 


Nouns cleaner 
cleanliness 
cleanser 


Adjectives clean 
unclean 


Verbs clean 


cleanse 


Adverbs clean 


IDIOMS with clean 


ea clean slate a state in which you are starting an 
activity or process again, not considering what has 
happened in the past at all © The previous negoti- 
ations did not go anywhere, and we intend to start 
them again next week with a clean slate. 

e clean up your act to change the way you behave, 
so that you stop doing bad or dishonest things © 
You're going to have to clean up your act if you want 
to get into a good college. 


PHRASAL VERBS with clean 


¢clean out something MAKE NEAT [M] to remove 
dirt from something or make something neat 0 | 
wish | could find the time to clean out these closets. 
© You can use old paint cans, but be sure to clean 
them out first. 

eclean out someone TAKE MONEY [NM] infmi to 
take or steal all the money or goods of someone © 
Buying our new house just about cleaned us out. 
eclean up something MAKE NEAT [M] to remove 
dirt from something or make something neat 0 We 
need to do something to clean up this mess and then 
get out of there. O | have to clean things up before 
the guests arrive. 

eclean up something REMOVE EVILS [M] to re- 
move illegal or dishonest activity from a place o 
We need a mayor who is tough enough to clean up 
this town. 


clean-cut adj neat and attractive in appearance 
and style of clothing © Whitmore fits the profile of 
a conservative, clean-cut, competent guy. 


cleanse /klenz/ v [T] to remove all the dirt or 
harmful substances from something © Thoroughly 
cleanse the wound and the area around it. 
cleanser /‘klen-zar/ n[C/U] a substance used for 
cleaning © [C] kitchen cleansers 


clean-shaven adj (of a man) having no BEARD 
or MUSTACHE on his face 
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cleanup /‘kli:-nap/ n [U] the process of remov- 
ing a dirty or dangerous substance, esp. when it 
has been left in the environment as a result of an 
accident © The cleanup after the oil spill cost over 
$70,000,000. 


clear UNDERSTANDABLE /klir/ adj [-er/-est only] 
easy to understand, or easy to see or hear © | left 
clear instructions that no one was to come in my 
office. © He spoke in a clear voice. © It wasn’t clear 
what he meant. 
clearly /'klir-li/ adv © | think this report clearly 
shows why we have to act now. 


CERTAIN /klir/ adj [-er/-est only] certain or obvious; 
not in any doubt © [+ that clause] /t’s clear now 
that it was a mistake to have raised prices last spring. 
© [+ question word] /t isn’t clear how long the strike 
will continue. 
clearly /'klir-li/ adv certainly; obviously; without 
a doubt © The accident was clearly the truck driver’s 
fault. 


NOT CONFUSED /klir/ adj [-er/-est only] free from 
confusion; able to think quickly and well © Mary is 
good at making decisions because she’s a very clear 
thinker. 


BE NOT GUILTY /klir/ v [T] to show someone to be 
not guilty © He was cleared of all charges, and the 
judge said he was free to go. 
clear /klir/ adj [-er/-est only] free from guilt © My 
conscience is clear — | did what | could to help her. 


GET RID OF /klir/ v[T] to remove or get rid of some- 
thing or remove something blocking the way, or 
to move people away from a place © /t took several 
hours to clear the road after the accident. © Please 
clear the aisle and take your seats. © [M] Just let me 
clear the dishes off the table and put them in the 
sink, 
clear /klir/ adj [-er/-est only] not blocked or filled; 
open or available © We have a clear view of the 
ocean from our hotel window. © The only time the 
doctor has clear today is 3:30 — can you make it 
then? 
clearance /‘klir-ans/ n [U] If goods are reduced 
for clearance, they are offered for sale at a lower 
than usual price so that people will buy them and 
there will be space for new goods: a clearance sale 
O See also: CLEARANCE at CLEAR NOT TOUCH; 
CLEARANCE at CLEAR GIVE PERMISSION 
clearing /‘klir-1g/ n [C] an area in a woods or 
forest from which trees and bushes have been 
removed 


SEEING THROUGH /klir/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 easy to 
see through; not cloudy or foggy © clear water © a 
clear day © (fig.) | have clear memories of (= | can 
remember well) visiting my grandfather’s farm 
when | was a child. 2 \f a person’s skin is clear, it 
has no marks or spots on it: a clear complexion 
clear /klir/ v [l] © The children stirred the mud at 
the bottom of the pond, then watched the water 
slowly clear. 


NOT TOUCH /klir/ v [I/T] to pass near something 
without touching it © [I] With the high-jump bar at 
6 feet 2 inches, she cleared easily. 
clear /klir/ adv [not gradable] © Stand clear of the 
doors, please. © (fig.) His parents warned him to 
keep/stay clear of (= avoid) trouble. 
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clearheaded 


clearance /‘klir-ans/ n [U] the amount of space 
available for an object to pass through an opening 
without touching anything, or for two objects to 
pass each other without touching © The sign on the 
overpass says that its clearance is 12 feet, and our 
truck is 10 feet high, so we should have 2 feet of 
clearance when we go under it. © See also: CLEAR- 
ANCE at CLEAR GET RID OF; CLEARANCE at CLEAR 
GIVE PERMISSION 


GIVE PERMISSION /klir/ v [T] to give official per- 
mission for something, or to satisfy the official con- 
ditions of something © Our plane has been cleared 
for takeoff, so will the flight attendants please be 
seated. © I’m still waiting for my paycheck to clear 
(= be officially approved and processed) so / can 
pay my bills. 
clearance /'klir-ans/ n [U] © The pilot announced 
we had received clearance for take off. O See also: 
CLEARANCE at CLEAR GET RID OF; CLEARANCE at 
CLEAR NOT TOUCH 


WORD FAMILY clear 


Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


clearance clear 
clearing 


: clear 
clarity 


clearly 
clear unclearly 
clear-cut 


unclear 


Adjectives 


IDIOMS with clear 


e(as) clear as mud humorous very difficult to un- 
derstand © The computer manual was as clear as 
mud, so we stopped reading it. 

eclear the air to get rid of bad feelings between 
two people or groups © We had a big argument, 
but | guess it helped clear the air between us. 
eclear the way (for someone/something) to make 
it easier for someone or possible for something to 
happen © The owners closed the store to clear the 
way for a new restaurant. 

eclear your throat to give a small cough to remove 
anything that makes speaking difficult © She 
cleared her throat and began to read the poem. 

ein the clear not guilty of a crime, or not involved 
in doing something bad © His lawyers say that Wil- 
son is in the clear. 


PHRASAL VERBS with clear 


e clear out to leave a building or other place, esp. 
without much warning © Her landlord gave her a 
week to clear out of her apartment. 

eclear up something REMOVE DOUBT [M] to re- 
move doubts, confusion, or wrong ideas © | want 
to clear up any misconceptions you might still have. 
eclear up GET BETTER (of an illness or bad 
weather) to go away, changing into a better con- 
dition © If my cold doesn’t clear up, it will ruin my 
vacation. © Let’s hope the weather clears up. 


clear-cut adj not having any characteristics that 
would cause doubt or uncertainty © /t was a clear- 
cut case of fraud. 


clearheaded / klir'hed-1d/ adj able to think 
clearly © He says that his work keeps him alert and 
clearheaded. 
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cleat 


cleat /kli:t/ n [C usually pl] one of the small, hard 
pieces on the bottom of special shoes worn in 
some sports because they catch in the ground and 
keep you from falling 


cleavage /'kli:-vid3/ n[U] earth science the ten- 
dency of a MINERAL (= hard substance obtained 
from the earth) to break in a particular way be- 
cause of its structure 


cleave /kli:v/ v [I/T] past cleaved, cleft, clove, past 
part. cleaved, cleft, cloven, pres. part. cleaving to 
cut or break into two or more parts © [I] The vol- 
cano cleaved nearly in half after its last eruption. 


cleaver /‘kli:-var/ n [C] a knife with a large, 
square blade, used esp. for cutting meat 


clef /klef/ n [C] a sign put at the beginning of a 
line of music to show how high or low the notes 
are 


cleft /kleft/ n [C] an opening or crack, esp. in a 
rock or the ground 
cleft /kleft/ adj © He was strikingly handsome, with 
dark, wavy hair, a cleft chin (= with a deep vertical 
line), and penetrating blue eyes. 


cleft palate n[C]a condition in whicha person 
is born with an opening in the roof of the mouth 


clemency /'klem-an-si/ n [U] an act of mercy by 
a person in authority toward someone who has 
committed a crime, esp. by reducing a punish- 
ment © The governor refused to grant him clemency, 
and he was executed at 9 a.m. yesterday. 


clench /klentf/ v [T] to hold something tightly, 
or press together your lips or your hands in anger 
or determination © He clenched his fist and waved 
it at the crowd. 


clergy /‘klsr-d3i/ p/n the religious leaders whose 
job is serving the needs of their religion and its 
members; priests, ministers, rabbis, etc. 


clergyman /'klar-d3i:-man/, female clergy- 
woman /'kl3r-d3iz,wum-an/ n[C] pi clergymen, p/ 
clergywomen a member of the clergy 


cleric /'kler-1k/ n[C] a religious leader; a member 
of the CLERGY © The committee was composed of 
Jewish, Catholic, Protestant, and Muslim clerics. 


clerical /'kler-1-kal/ adj relating to the type of 
work usually done in an office, or to the work of a 
CLERK 


clerk /klsrk/ n [C] 1 a person who works in an 
office, dealing with records or performing general 
office duties 2 A clerk is also a person who deals 
with customers in a store or hotel: The sales clerk 
helped me find a sweater in my size. 


clever /'klev-ar/ adj having or showing a quick 
intelligence in doing something or in persuading 
people to do something © /t was certainly a clever 
ad and got a lot of attention. 
cleverly /'klev-ar-li/ adv © Did you notice how she 
cleverly avoided answering most of my questions? 


cliché /kli:'fe1/ n [C] writing an idea or expres- 
sion that has been used too often and is often con- 


sidered a sign of bad writing or old-fashioned 
thinking © The story is shamelessly corny, and 
grownups will groan at its clichés. 


click SOUND /kl1k/ n [C] a short sound made 
when when one object hits or is fastened to an- 
other © You‘ll know your seat belt is fastened prop- 
erly when you hear a Click. 
click /klik/ v [I/T] © [I] As the door clicked shut be- 
hind her, she realized she'd forgotten her key. 


BECOME FRIENDLY /klik/ v [I] infmi to become 
friendly or be successful © Liz and | really clicked, 
from the first time we met. © The show never really 
clicked. 


BECOME CLEAR /klik/ v [I] infm/ to be understood or 
become clear suddenly © Something clicked, and I 
remembered where I’d seen her before. 


client /‘klar-ant/ n[C]a person who receives ser- 
vices, esp. from a lawyer or other person who gives 
advice © He’s a sports agent and has a lot of bas- 
ketball players as clients. 


clientele / klai-an'tel, ,kli:-/ n [C] all the cus- 
tomers of a business when they are considered as 
a group 


Cliff /klif/ n [C] a high area of rock with a steep 
side, often on a coast 


cliffhanger /'klif jhzen-ar/ n [C] a story or situ- 
ation, often dangerous or of great importance, 
where two opposite results are possible and you 
do not know what the result will be until the last 
moment © The polls are too close to call, and it looks 
like this election is going to be a real cliffhanger. 


climactic /klat'meek-tik/ adj being the most im- 
portant or exciting point in a story or situation © 
She was marvelous in the climactic sleepwalking 
scene in Macbeth. © Related noun: CLIMAX 


climate WEATHER /'klar-mat/ [C/U] earth sci- 
ence the general weather conditions usually found 
in a particular place © [C] My parents like the warm, 
dry climate of Arizona. 
climatic /klar'maet-1k, kla-/ adj [not gradable] 
earth science relating to or causing weather 
conditions 


ATTITUDE /'klar-mat/ n[C] a general attitude, opin- 
ion, or feeling © There’s never been a climate of trust 
between labor and management in this industry. 


climatology /klar-ma'tal-a-d3i/ n [U] earth 
science the study of weather conditions as they 
exist over a long period of time 

climatological / klat-mat-4l'ad3-1-kal/ adj [not 
gradable] earth science relating to the study of 
weather conditions 


climax /‘klar-maeks/ n [C] literature the most 
important or exciting part in the development of 
a story or situation, which usually happens near 
the end © The novel built to a shattering climax, 
leaving me breathless. © Related adjective: CLI- 
MACTIC 

climax /'klat-meeks/ v [I] to reach the greatest 
point or level of activity © A late season hurricane 
on October 1 7-18 climaxed the very active hurricane 
season of 1950. 
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climb RISE /klarm/ v [I/T] 1 to go up, or go up 
something or to the top of something © [I] We 
climbed to the top of the hill, where we had a great 
view. © [T] She climbed the stairs to the third floor. 
© [I] The plane is still climbing and will level off at 
33,000 feet. © [I] (fig.) As he climbed the corporate 
ladder (= moved into better and better positions 
in business), his salary increased dramatically. 2 To 
climb is also to increase: [I] The cost of goods is 
climbing. 
climb /klaim/ n[C] an act of going up © It was a 
long, difficult climb to the top of the hill. 
climber /‘klat-mar/ n [C] a person who climbs 
mountains as a sport 


MOVE /klarm/ v [I always + adv/prep] to move in a 
way that uses your arms and legs and often in- 
volves careful control over your body © He climbed 
down from the ladder to get some more paint. 


clinch /klints/ v [T] to succeed in making an 
agreement certain, esp. after a long period of dis- 
cussion © The deal was clinched when they agreed 
to share the shipping costs. 
clincher /‘klrn-tfar/ n [C] infmi a final item to be 
considered that makes a decision firm after you 
have been tending toward it, or anything that fi- 
nally decides a matter © The minivan was big 
enough for eight people and when we heard the price 
— that was the clincher! 


cling /klin/ v [lI] past clung to hold tightly or to 
stick; to refuse to stop holding © They clung to- 
gether in terror. 0 We were soaking wet and our 
clothes clung to us. © (fig.) Farmers and herders cling 
to the valleys (= stay in the valleys) where the soil is 
less sandy. 


clinic BUILDING /‘klin-tk/ n[C] a building or part 
of a hospital where people go for medical care or 
advice © Prenatal clinics provide care for pregnant 
women. 


INSTRUCTION /'klin-1k/ n(C] instruction to a group 
of people in a particular subject, activity, or sport 
© a summer baseball clinic for boys 


clinical /‘klin-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] 1 (of 
medical work or teaching) relating to examining 
and treating someone who is ill © Clinical tests have 
so far failed to show the cause of her illness. 2 Clini- 
cal also means considering a situation without 
showing or feeling any emotion: Mac’s air of clini- 
cal disinterest did not always sit well with his 
associates. 


clink /klink/ v[I/T] to make a short, ringing sound 
like that of pieces of glass or metal knocking 
together 
clink /kligk/ n [C/U] © [U] the clink of coins 


clip FASTENER /klip/ n[C] a usually metal or plas- 
tic object used for fastening things together or 
holding them in position © Her long hair was held 
back with a hair clip. » Picture: microscope 
clip /klip/ v [always + adv/prep] -pp- to fasten 
with a clip © [T] He had a beeper clipped to his belt. 


CUT /kl1p/ v [T] -pp- to cut a piece from something 
larger or whole © She clipped the coupons out of the 
newspaper. © He had his beard clipped. 
clip /klip/ n[C] 1 a small piece of something 2A 


V65 


clockwork 


clip is a short part of a film or VIDEO shown alone: 
a news clip 
clippers /'klip-arz/ p/n any of various tools used 
for clipping esp. nails, hair, wire, or plants 

SPEED /klip/ n [U] infmi a rate of speed © / drove 
home at a good clip. 


GUN PART /klip/ n [C] a container holding bullets 
and that is put into a gun 


clipboard /'klip-bo:rd, -bourd/ n [C] a board 
with a piece of metal at the top that holds sheets 
of paper in position and provides a surface for writ- 
ing on 


clip-on adj [not gradable] attaching with a CLIP 
© clip-on earrings 


clique /klizk, klik/ n [C] a small group of people 
who spend time together and do not want other 
people to join the group 


clitoris /‘klit-a-ras/ n[C] a small organ above the 
VAGINA 


cloak PIECE OF CLOTHING /klouk/ n [C] a loose 
outer piece of clothing without sleeves that fastens 
at the neck and hangs from the shoulders 


HIDE /klouk/ v [T] to cover or hide something © The 
deal was cloaked in secrecy. 
cloak /klouk/ n[C usually sing] 


cloak-and-dagger adj [not gradable] involv- 
ing mystery and secrecy © a cloak-and-dagger spy 
mission 


cloakroom /‘klouk-ruim, -rum/ n[C] a room in 
a public building where coats, bags, and hats can 
be left while their owners are in the building 


clobber HIT /‘klab-ar/ v [T] infmi to hit hard o He 
got clobbered by a piece of falling rock. © (fig.) A 
severe storm clobbered the region. 


DEFEAT /'klab-ar/ v [T] to defeat completely © The 
party has been clobbered by a string of humiliating 
political losses. 


clock /klak/ n [C] a device for measuring and 
showing time, often placed on a surface or at- 
tached to a wall © an alarm clock © The clock is 
about ten minutes fast/slow (= it shows a later/ear- 
lier time than it should). © Cleveland tied the game 
with five seconds on the clock (= still available). 
clock /klak/ v [T] to use an amount of time, esp. 
as measured by a clock © She clocked the fastest 
time in practice runs for the women’s downhill skiing 
event. 
clockwise /'klak-waiz/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
(moving around) in the same direction as the 
pointers of a clock or watch © Compare 
COUNTERCLOCKWISE 


clock radio n [C) a radio that shows the time 
and can be set so the radio automatically begins 
to play at a time you choose 


clockwork /'klak-wark/ n[U] 1 machinery with 
springs and wheels that makes older types of 
clocks, toys, and other devices work 2 Something 
that is like clockwork runs easily, automatically, 
and always in the same way: The Cardinals have 
been winning like clockwork for most of the season. 
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clod 


clod LUMP /klad/ n [C] a lump of dirt 


PERSON /klad/ n [C] infm/ a stupid or awkward 
person 


clog BLOCK /klag, klo:g/ v [I/T] -gg- to become 
blocked or filled so that movement or activity is 
slowed or stopped, or to cause this to happen © 
[T] During rush hour, downtown streets are clogged 
with commuters. © [M] Too much cholesterol clogs 
up your arteries. 


SHOE /klag, klo:g/ n [C] a shoe with a thick, often 
wooden bottom and a top that covers the front of 
the foot, but not the heel 


cloister /'klorstar/ n [C] a covered passage 
around esp. a square open space within a religious 
building, or the space such a passage goes around 


clone /kloun/ n [C] biology a cell or organism 
that has the exact same chemical patterns in its 
cells as the original from which it was artificially 
produced 
clone /kloun/ v [T] to produce a clone 
cloning /'klou-nin/ n [U] the process of produc- 
ing a clone 


close NEAR /klous/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] near in 
position, time, or condition © The store was close 
by, so they decided to walk. © It’s close to 7 o'clock 
— we'd better leave now. © The child moved closer to 
his mother. © She was very close to death for awhile. 
closely /'klou-sli/ adv 0 We had to huddle more 
closely together. 


CONNECTED /klous/ adj [-er/-est only] connected 
or involved in strong relationship with someone © 
Charmaine is my closest friend. © Joyce and | used to 
be close, but now we seldom see each other. 
closely /'klou-sli/ adv [not gradable] © We worked 
together closely for years. © The city and the air force 
base have been closely linked since 1943. 


SIMILAR /klous/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 similar; of the 
same type © Your computer is pretty close to the one 
! have. 2 |lf a game or competition is close, both 
sides have almost the same score. 


CAREFUL /klous/ adj [-er/-est only] giving your full 
attention to something so that you notice its de- 
tails © | wasn't the one driving, so | wasn't paying 
close attention to the route we took. 
closely /'klou-sli/ adv [not gradable] © We 
watched her closely to make sure her fever did not 
go up again. © Economists closely follow auto sales. 


WARM /klous/ adj [not gradable] very warm, with 
no movement of air © /t was uncomfortably close in 
the gym. 


MAKE NOT OPEN /klouz/ v [I/T] to change from be- 
ing open to not being open, or to cause this to 
happen © [T] Come in and close the door. © [T] Be- 
cause of an accident, police closed (= blocked) two 
lanes of the expressway. © [T] Grace closed her eyes 
to think. 
closed /klouzd/ adj [not gradable] If a society or 
economy is closed, it does not allow free ex- 
changes or trade with other societies or countries. 
» Confusables: open and close at OPEN READY 
FOR USE 


END/STOP /klouz/ v [I/T] 1 to end or stop operat- 
ing, or to cause this to happen © [T] Authorities 


closed the aging nuclear plant. © [I] After a run of 
three months, the show closes on Saturday. 2 (esp. 
of a business) To close is also to temporarily stop 
being available to customers: [I] The store closes at 
9 tonight. 

close /klouz/ n [C usually sing] © The ski season 
has come to a close. 

closed /klouzd/ adj [not gradable] temporarily 
not open for business © The library is closed on 
Tuesday. 

COMPLETE /klouz/ v [I/T] to make a financial or 
business arrangement complete © [T] The manu- 
facturer is closing a deal to sell its boating division. 
closing /‘klou-zin/ n [C] © The closing for the 
house was set for April. 


WORD FAMILY close 


Nouns Adverbs close 


closely 


closeness 


Adjectives close 


IDIOM with close 


«close call, close shave something bad that almost 
happened © We almost got hit by another car driv- 
ing over here — it was really a close call. 


PHRASAL VERBS with close 


«close down (something) [M] to end the operation 
of something, or (esp. a place of business) to stop 
operating © He said he would close down before he 
would force all hands to join the union. 

eclose in to move toward someone or something 
gradually and from all directions © /t felt as though 
the walls of the room were closing in on her. 

eclose off something [M] to stop people or vehi- 
cles from going to a place 0 They closed Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue off to vehicles. 

eclose out something [M] to complete something 
by doing the last thing that is needed or possible 
© They closed out 2003 by winning three of their final 
five games. 


closed /klouzd/ adj © See at CLOSE MAKE NOT 
OPEN; CLOSE END/STOP 


closed-circuit adj [not gradable] involving a 
television system with cameras that operate within 
or around a building as a way to prevent stealing 
or other illegal activities 


closed shop n [C] a place of work where you 
have to belong to a particular LABOR UNION (= 
organization of workers) 


close-knit adj involving groups of people in 
which everyone supports each other 


closet /'klaz-at/ n [C] a small room or space in a 
wall where you can store things such as clothes, 
sheets, etc., often having a door so that it can be 
closed © a clothes/linen closet 
closet /'klaz-at/ adj kept secret from others © a 
closet liberal 
closet /'klaz-at/ v [T always + adv/prep] to ar- 
range to meet privately with someone where you 
will not be interrupted © The president and his ad- 
visers closeted themselves with the congressional 
leadership. 


closeup /'klou-sap/ n [C] an image taken from 
very near so that the subject appears large 
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closure STOP OPERATING /'klou-3ar/ n [C] the 
act of stopping operations of a business, school, 
hospital, etc. 0 A storm forced the closure of many 
schools and businesses. 


SATISFACTION /'klou-3ar/ n[U] the feeling or act of 
bringing something bad to an end © a sense of 
closure O Yesterday's vote will bring closure to a pain- 
ful chapter in history. 


clot /klat/ n[C] a lump, esp. a lump of thick blood 
© Heart attacks occur when a blood clot blocks ves- 
sels to the heart. 
clot /klat/ v [I/T] to become thicker and more 
solid, or to cause a liquid to do this © [T] My hair 
was all clotted with dust and mud. 


cloth /kls:6/ n [C/U] material made by weaving 
cotton, wool, or other fibers, or a piece of such 
material © [U] cloth diapers © [U] cloth napkins © [U] 
a cloth coat © [C] He used a damp cloth to clean the 
windshield. 


clothe /klowd/ v [T] to provide or cover someone 
with things to wear © They have eight kids to feed 
and clothe. 


WORD FAMILY clothe 


Nouns clothes Verbs clothe 


clothing 


clothes /klovdz, klouz/ p/n things you wear to 
cover your body and keep you warm, to be com- 
fortable, or for the way they make you look © I’ve 
got all these clothes that | never wear. 


clothesline /‘klouz-lain, '‘klouéz-/ n [C] a 
length of rope from which wet clothes are hung, 
usually outside, to dry 


clothespin /‘klovz-pin, ‘klovdz-/ n [C] a small 
plastic or wooden object that is used to fasten 
clothes to a CLOTHESLINE while they dry 


clothing /‘klou-din/ n [U] things you wear to 
cover your body; clothes © The boys must wear 
heavy clothing in winter. 


cloud /klaud/ n [C/U] 1 a white or gray mass of 
very small drops of water or ice that float in the 
sky © [C] Those dark clouds look like we're going to 
get some rain. 2 A cloud is also a mass of some- 
thing, such as dust or smoke, that moves together: 
The distant cloud of dust in the valley announced the 
approach of a car. 3 A cloud is also something 
which causes sadness or fear: [C] After the diagnosis 
of cancer, she lived under a cloud. 
cloud /klaud/ v [T] 1 [T] Smoke clouded the sky. 2 
If something clouds a situation or feeling, it makes 
it less clear: The fact that Jack was an old friend 
clouded her judgment. 
cloudless /'klaud-las/ adj [not gradable] (of the 
sky) without clouds 
cloudy /'klaud-i/ adj full of clouds © a cloudy day 


PHRASAL VERB with cloud 


ecloud over/up to become filled with clouds © 
The sky clouded over, and you could hear thunder in 
the distance. © It looks like it’s clouding up (= the sky 
is becoming filled with clouds). 


clump 


cloudburst /‘klaud-barst/ n [C] a heavy fall of 
rain that begins and ends suddenly 


clout POWER /klavt/ n [U] power and influence 
over other people or events © The small firms 
banded together so they would have more clout in 
Washington. 


HIT /klaut/ v [T] infmi to hit someone heavily with 
the hand or an object 


clove PLANT PART /klouv/ n[C] a section of the 
ball-like root of a GARLIC plant 


SPICE /klouv/ n [C/U] a spice that is the dried flower 
of a tree 


clover /‘klou-var/ n[C/U] a small plant with three 
round, green leaves that are joined together 


cloverleaf /‘klou-var li:f/ n [C] pi cloverleafs, 
cloverleaves a connection between two roads 
consisting of four smaller, curved roads which al- 
lows vehicles to move from one road to the other 
without crossing the flow of traffic 


clown /klaun/ n [C] 1 an entertainer who wears 
silly clothes and makes people laugh by perform- 
ing tricks without speech 2 infmi A clown is also 
someone who behaves in a foolish or stupid way: 
The people running this school are a bunch of clowns. 
clown /klaun/ v [I] to act silly © Stop clowning 
around and get serious! 


club Group /klab/ n [C] 1 an organization of 
people with a common purpose or interest who 
meet regularly and share activities © My book club 
meets the first Tuesday of every month to discuss a 
new book we've all read. 2 A club is also a team: a 
major league baseball club 

GOLF STICK /klab/ n [C] a long, thin stick with a 
wide part at the bottom, used to hit the ball in the 
game of golf 

WEAPON /klab/ n [C] a heavy stick used as a 
weapon 
club /klab/ v [T] -bb- 


clubs /klabz/ p! none of the four SUITS (= groups) 
of playing cards, the symbol for which is a black 
sign with three circular parts and a stem 


club soda /klab'soud-a/ n [C/U] bubbly water 
that is sometimes mixed with other drinks 


cluck /klak/ v [I/T] to make a sound like a chicken 


clue /klu:/ n[C] information that helps you to find 
the answer to a problem, question, or mystery © 
For five months, Russell remained a fugitive, leaving 
no clues as to his whereabouts. 


PHRASAL VERB with clue 


eclue someone in infml to give someone informa- 
tion that is necessary or new © He should clue 
everyone in on his plans and explain how they might 
be carried out. 


clump GROUP /kKlamp/ n [C] a group, esp. of 
plants © Small clumps of hardy grass had sprung up 
between the rocks. 
clump /klamp/ v [I/T] to gather in a group, or to 
cause this to happen © [T] /n our office, the desks 
are clumped together with partitions around them. 
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clumsy 


168 


WALK /klamp/ v [I always + adv/prep] to walk in a 
noisy way with heavy steps O He clumped up the 
steps. 


clumsy /'klam-zi/ adj 1 awkward in movement 
or manner © I’m so clumsy — 1 keep dropping things. 
2 Clumsy also means done in an awkward or em- 
barrassing way: He subsequently wrote a letter to 
the magazine in an admittedly clumsy try at explain- 
ing his viewpoint. 3 Something that is clumsy is too 
big or complicated to be dealt with easily: She 
would be at the mercy of a clumsy bureaucracy. 


clung /klan/ past simple and past participle of 
CLING 


clunk /klagk/ v [T] to make the sound of heavy 
objects hitting together, or to cause this sound to 
be made © She emptied the change out of her purse 
and clunked it into her piggy bank. 
clunk /klagk/ n [C] © We heard a loud clunk as the 
ferry hit the side of the dock. 


cluster /‘klas-tar/ v[I] to form or gather together 
0 All his grandchildren clustered around him. 
cluster /'klas-tar/ n [C] a group of similar things 
growing or held together, or a group of people or 
things that are close together © dense clusters of 
delicate pink blossoms © This section of town has a 
large cluster of fast-food restaurants. 


clutch HOLD /klatj/ v[I/T] to hold or try to hold 
something tightly, often because of a state of fear 
or anxiety © [T] The preschooler clutched his mother 
tightly. 
clutches /‘klatf-9z/ p!n 1 a hold on someone or 
something © The family dog saved their daughter 
from the icy clutches of the river. 2 Clutches can also 
mean control or power over someone, esp. harm- 
ful control or power: They are not beyond the 
clutches of the courts. 


VEHICLE PART /klatf/ n [C usually sing] a device in 
a car or other vehicle that you press with your foot 
in order to change GEARS (= set of wheels that con- 
trol power) 

GROUP /klat{/ n [C] 1 a group of eggs or young 
animals hatched from eggs © several clutches of the 
infant sea turtles 2 A clutch is also a group of peo- 
ple, animals, or things: The herders tend to small 
clutches of cattle and llamas. 

BAG /klatf{/ n [C] a small bag with no handle or 
strap, used esp. by women for carrying small per- 
sonal items 

PERFORMING WELL /klat{/ adj able to do some- 
thing when it is especially needed © Moose, always 
reliable under pressure, was a tremendous clutch 
hitter. 
clutch /klatf/ n[U] © Rhoda always comes through 
in the clutch (= You can depend on her to do what 
is needed). 


clutter /'klat-ar/ n[U] a condition of disorder, or 
a lot of objects that are in a state of disorder © The 
basement work area is filled with creative clutter. 
clutter /'klat-ar/ v [T] © The family room was clut- 
tered with toys. 


cM n[C] pi! cm abbreviation for CENTIMETER 


‘ 


¢€’MON /ka'mo:n, -'man/ contraction of COME ON 
HURRY © C’mon in, the door’s open. O USAGE: 
spelled the way it is often spoken 


Co. /'kam-pa-ni, kou/ n [U] abbreviation for COM- 
PANY BUSINESS © Doubleday & Co., publishers 


C€O- /kou/ prefix together; with © co-author © co- 
founder O They were named co-winners of the player 
of the week award. 


C/O abbreviation for care of © You can write me c/o 
Roberta Moody, at 12 Townsend Place, Newark, 
New Jersey. O USAGE: Used in written addresses. 


coach TEACHER /kout/ n[C] 1 (esp. in sports) a 
person who is responsible for managing and train- 
ing a person or a team © a basketball coach 2 A 
coach is also an expert who trains someone learn- 
ing Or improving a skill, esp. one related to per- 
forming: an acting coach 
coach /koutf/ v [I/T] © [I/T] He coached the Giants 
until 1997, 


PART OF VEHICLE /koutJ/ n [C/U] 1 the less expen- 
sive sections of an aircraft that most people sit in 
O [U] We were in coach on the flight to Seattle. 2A 
coach is also one of the separate parts of a train. 
3 A coach is also a kind of old-fashioned vehicle 
pulled by one or more horses. 4 Br A coach is a 
BUS. 


coagulate /kou'zg-ja lert/ v [I/T] (of a liquid) 
to become or cause to become thicker so that it 
will not flow © [I] When making cheese, enzymes are 
added to make the milk coagulate. 


coal /koul/ n [C/U] a hard, black substance that is 
dug from the earth in lumps and used as a fuel, or 
a single piece of this substance © [U] Some of those 
schools still use coal for their heating. 


coalesce / kou-9'les/ v [I/T] to combine into a 
single group or thing © [I] The theory is that galaxies 
coalesced from smaller groupings of stars. 


coalition /kou-a'lJ-an/ n [C] politics & gov- 

ernment a group formed of different organiza- 
tions or people who agree to act together, usually 
temporarily, to achieve something © a governing 
coalition © the National Coalition on Black Voter 
Participation 


coal mine n[c]a deep hole or connected long 
narrow openings under the ground from which 
coal is removed 


COaFSe ROUGH /ko:rs, kours/ adj [-er/-est only] 
rough and not smooth or soft © coarse hair © coarse 
linen shirts 
coarsely /'ko:r-sli, 'kour-/ adv © Our recipe calls 
for coarsely chopped pistachios. 

RUDE /ko:rs, kours/ adj [-er/-est only] rude or offen- 
sive in manner or speech O Now and then coarse 
laughter broke out. 
coarseness /'koir-snas, 'kour-/ n [U] © He was 
shocked by the coarseness of his guest. 


coast LAND /koust/ n[C] the land next to or close 
to the sea O We lived on the southeast coast of 
Florida. 
coastal /'kou-stal/ adj [not gradable] near the 
coast © coastal waters O coastal communities 
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MOVE EASILY /koust/ v [I] 1 (of a vehicle) to con- 
tinue moving from its own forward force, without 
the addition of any power © He coasted to a stop. 
2 To coast is also to advance without effort: She 
coasted through her senior year of high school. 


IDIOMS with coast 


* coast to coast 1 everywhere or all across a coun- 
try, esp. the U.S. © The country is experiencing a 
heatwave, coast to coast. 2 To go coast to coast 
means to travel from one side of a country with 
coasts on each side, to the other side: We drove 
coast to coast in my parents’ minivan. 

ethe coast is clear someone can safely do some- 
thing without being seen or noticed © My brother 
went to see if the coast was clear, and we snuck out 
of our bedroom. 


coaster /'kou:star/ n[C] a small, flat piece of ma- 
terial, often decorative, that you put a glass or cup 
on in order to protect the surface of furniture 


Coast Guard n [U] a part of the US military 
forces that is responsible for guarding the land 
next to the sea, seeing that boats and ships follow 
US laws, and helping people in emergencies 


coastline /'koust-lain/ n [C/U] the shape of the 
land next to the sea, esp. when seen from the air 
or as shown on a map 


coat CLOTHING /kovt/ n [C] 1 any of various 
types of outer clothing that are worn over other 
clothes, usually open in the front, and are often 
used for warmth © She put on her heavy winter coat. 
2 When you say a man is wearing a coat and tie, 
the coat is a jacket or part of a SUIT. 3 Coat is often 
used as a combining form: a raincoat 

ANIMAL /kout/ n [C] the natural hair, wool, or fur 
of an animal © The dog’s coat is shiny and clean. 
LAYER /kout/ n [C] a layer of a substance © There 
were about six coats of paint over the brick. 
coat /kout/ v [T] © Everything was coated with a 
fine layer of dust. 


coating /‘kovt-1n/ n [C] a COAT LAYER © Use a 
baking pan with a nonstick coating. 


coat hanger n [(C] a HANGER 


coax /kouks/ v[T] to try to persuade someone to 
do something by gently asking or patiently en- 
couraging the person © He'll talk if you coax him. 


cobalt /‘kou ,bo:lt/ n [U] chemistry a hard, gray 
chemical element that is a metal and is used in 
making paint and ALLOYS (= mixtures of metals) 


cobbled /‘kab-ald/ adj [not gradable] surfaced 
with a layer of stones © cobbled streets 


cobra /‘kou-bra/ n [C] a poisonous snake from 
Africa or southern Asia that can make itself look 
bigger by spreading the skin at the back of its head 


cobweb /‘kab-web/ n [C usually pl] a structure 
of thin, sticky threads made by a SPIDER (= small 
creature with eight legs), esp. when the threads 
are covered with dust © Cobwebs hung down from 
the rafters. 


cock BIRD /kak/ n[C] a ROOSTER (= an adult male 
chicken) 

TURN /kak/ v [T] to turn a part of the body in a 
particular direction © He cocked his head to one side. 
PREPARE GUN /kak/ v[T] to prepare a gun so that 
it is ready for firing 


cock-a-doodle-do / kak-9 du:d-4l'du:/ ex- 
clamation a child’s word the sound made by a 
ROOSTER (= type of bird) 


cockamamie / kak-3'mei-mi/ adj slang ridicu- 
lous or crazy O He had some cockamamie idea for 
turning hay into food for people. 


cockeyed SLOPING /'kak ‘aid/ adj, adv not level 
but set at an angle © That picture looks cockeyed — 
it tilts to the left. 

RIDICULOUS /'kak'atd/ adj completely unreason- 
able; ridiculous © The movie is based on a cockeyed 
premise. 


cockpit /‘kak-pit/ n [C] the enclosed space 
where the PILOT sits in an aircraft, or where the 
driver sits in a racing car 


cockroach /'kak-rout {/, short form roach n [C] a 
flat brown or black insect sometimes found in a 
house 


cocksure /‘kak' fur, Souther often -' four/ adj [not 
gradable] disapproving too confident © a strong, 
cocksure young man 


cocktail DRINK /'kak-terl/ n[C] 1a drink made 
by mixing two or more drinks together © Would 
you like a cocktail? 2 A cocktail is also a mixture of 
different things: The cocktail of drugs to treat TB is 
taken for six to nine months. 

FOOD /'kak-teil/ n [C/U] a small dish of particular 
foods sometimes eaten at the beginning of a meal 
© [C] I'd like the shrimp cocktail, please. 


cocktail dress n([C] a stylish dress suitable for 
an evening party 


cocktail party n [C] a party, usually in the 
early evening, at which drinks are served 


cocky /‘kak-i/ adj too confident © Hugh is knowl- 
edgeable but not cocky. 


cocoa /'kou:kou/ n (U] 1 a dark brown powder 
made from the crushed beans of a tree, used to 
make chocolate and give the taste of chocolate to 
food and drink 2 Cocoa is also a drink made from 
cocoa powder that is sweetened and mixed with 
hot water or milk. 


coconut /'kou-ka ,nat/ n [C/U] a large fruit with 
a hard, brown shell and firm, white, edible flesh, 
or the white flesh of this fruit, sometimes used in 
cooking 


cocoon /ka'ku:n/ n[C] 1 the silky covering that 
encloses and protects CATERPILLARS (= a type of 
insect) during a stage in their lives before they de- 
velop into adults 2 fig. A cocoon is also a safe, quiet 
place: the warm, safe cocoon of childhood 


cod /kad/ n [C/U] pi cod a large sea fish that can 
be eaten 
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C.0.D. 


C.O.D. adv [not gradable] abbreviation for cash/col- 
lect on delivery (= payment will be made when 
goods are delivered) © Can ! have that shipped 
C0; De, 


coddle /kad-4l/ v [T] to protect and treat some- 
one or something with great care O The coach does 
not coddle his players. 


code © SPECIAL LANGUAGE /koud/ n [C/U] a 
system for representing information with signs or 
symbols that are not ordinary language, or the 
signs or symbols themselves © [U] Andrew writes 
computer code. © [C] Callers punch in four-digit ac- 
cess codes for various topics. 
code © /koud/ v [T] © Many areas of the brain 
code and store information. 
coded © /'koud-ad/ adj [not gradable] © EFlec- 
tronically coded cards are issued to food-stamp 
recipients. 


PATTERN /koud/ n [C] biology GENETIC CODE 


RULES /koud/ n[C] rules for the way people should 
behave, or a set of written rules or laws that tell 
people what to do © Faculty members are expected 
to follow the school’s honor code. © Is there a dress 
code where you work? © Fire codes prohibit locking 
classroom doors. 


codeine /‘kou-di:n/ n [U] a drug which is used 
in medicine to block pain 


code word n[C] a word or sign with a special 
meaning, or a word used to keep something secret 
o “Long,” “very thorough,” and “frank” are all dip- 
lomatic code words for continuing disagreement. 


codify /'kad-a,far, 'koud-/ v [T] politics & gov- 
ernment to organize and write a law or system of 
laws 


codon /'kou ,dan/ n[C] biology a group of three 
chemical substances in DNA that contains the in- 
formation for one of the AMINO ACIDS, which are 
necessary for making PROTEIN (= substance nec- 
essary for the body to grow) 


coed /'kou-ed/ adj [not gradable] for male and 
female students together © a coed private school 
coed /'kou-ed/ n [C] dated a female student in a 
college or university that has both male and fe- 
male students 


coefficient / kou-1'fif-ant/ n[C] 1 mathemat- 
ics a number or symbol that is written in front of 
and multiplies another number or symbol 2 chem- 
istry A coefficient is also a number that is used to 
measure the characteristics of a substance. 3 phys- 
ics The coefficient of friction is a measure of how 
easily one object slides across the surface of an- 
other, calculated by the force that is being used 
and the amount of FRICTION. 


coenzyme /kou'en ,zaim/ n[C] biology a sub- 
stance, often containing a VITAMIN (= substance 
necessary for growth and good health), that im- 
proves the chemical activity of an ENZYME 


coerce /kou'3rs/ v [T] to persuade someone 
forcefully to do something that he or she may not 
want to do ©! don’t think anybody should be co- 
erced into leaving. 


coercion /kou'3r-3an/ n [U] © They used threats 
and coercion to keep the others in line. 

coercive /kou'sr-siv/ adj © coercive threats/ 
governments 


coexist /,kou-1g'zist/ v [I] to live or exist to- 
gether, esp. in peace, at the same time or in the 
same place 0 The two communities coexist peace- 
fully. 
coexistence /,kou-1g'z1s-tans/ n [U] © Peaceful 
coexistence is our only real hope. 


coffee /‘k:-fi, 'kaf-i/ n [C/U] a dark brown, 
slightly bitter drink that is usually served hot, esp. 
in the morning and at the end of meals, or the 
beans from which this drink is made © [U] Would 
you like some more coffee? 


coffee break n [Cj a short rest from work in 
the morning or afternoon 


coffeehouse /'k>:-fi:,haus/ n [C] a small, in- 

formal restaurant where people can buy drinks 
and small meals and where there is sometimes 
entertainment 


coffeemaker /'ko:-fi: ;met-kar/ n [C] a ma- 
chine that makes coffee 


coffee pot n[C]a container for making or serv- 
ing coffee 


coffee shop n[C] an informal restaurant where 
drinks and simple meals are served 


coffee table n [C] a low table usually placed 
in front of a SOFA (= long, soft seat) on which to 
set drinks, magazines, and other small objects 


coffers /'ko:-farz, 'kaf-arz/ p/n the financial ac- 
counts of a government or an organization © Tour- 
ism brought $200 million into local government 
coffers. 


Coffin /'ko:-fan, 'kaf-an/ n[C] a long box used to 
bury or CREMATE (= burn) a dead person 


cog /kag/ n [C] a part shaped like a tooth around 
the edge of a wheel in a machine that fits between 
those on a similar wheel, causing both wheels to 
move 


cogent /‘kou-d3ant/ adj persuasive and well ex- 
pressed © He makes a cogent argument for improv- 
ing early childhood education. © USAGE: said about 
an argument or opinion 
cogency /'kou-d3an-si/ n [U] fm! © Her writing 
combines fluency with cogency. 


cognac /‘koun:jeek, 'ko:n-/ n [C/U] high quality 
BRANDY (= strong alcoholic drink) from western 
France, or a glass of this 


cognitive /kag-nat-1v, -na-tiv/ adj relating to or 
involving the processes of thinking and reasoning 
O Studies show a connection between aerobic exer- 
cise and cognitive ability. 


coherent © /kou'hir-ant/ adj writing having 
its parts related in an organized and reasonable 
way © The president has not presented a coherent 
plan for dealing with it. 2 Coherent also means ex- 
pressing yourself clearly: | should warn you, she’s 
not always coherent. 
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coherence © /kou'hir-ans/ n [U] literature a 
clear relationship between parts, esp. in a work of 
literature or art: /s there a larger vision, a coherence 
behind any of this? 

coherently © /kou'hir-ant-li/ adv 


cohesion /kou'hi:-3an/ n [U] (of objects) the 
state of sticking together, or (of people) being in 
close agreement and working well together © The 
team just seems to lack cohesion. 
cohesive /kou 'hi:-siv, -ziv/ adj © We were not a 
very cohesive family. 


coil /kail/n[C) 1a length of rope or wire curled 
to form a series of circles, one above the other © 
Rob raised the heavy coil of rope to his shoulder. 2 
A coil is also anything having the shape of a series 
of circles, one above the other: A coil of smoke rose 
from the chimney. 
coil /kail/ v [I/T] © [T] She coiled my hair, clipping 
curls with bobby pins. 


COIN MONEY /k2in/ n[C]a small, flat, round piece 
of metal used as money, with a number showing 
its value and often a decorative picture © Let’s flip 
a coin to see who goes first. © He fished about in his 
pockets, taking out a handful of coins. 


INVENT /k21n/ v [T] to invent or be the first to use 
a new word or expression © Kraft coined the term 
“middle America” in the 1960s. 


coinage /‘k21-nid3/ n [U] politics & govern- 
ment 1 money made of coins 2 Coinage is also a 
system or type of money used in a country. 


coincide © /,kou-an'said/ v [I] to come to- 
gether in position or happen at or near the same 
time © Power failures coincided with the hottest 
weather. 
coincidence @ /kou'in-sad-9ns, -sa,dens/ n 
[C/U] an occasion when two or more things hap- 
pen at the same time, esp. in a way that is unex- 
pected or unlikely, or the unlikely fact of such 
things happening at the same time © [C] Was our 
meeting here a coincidence? © [U] By coincidence, 
both teams happen to be coached by men. 
coincidental @ /kou,in-sa'dent:l/ adj [not 
gradable] © Resemblances between their stories are 
purely coincidental. 
coincidentally /kou ,1n-sa'dent-4l-i/ adv [not 
gradable] © Mo shut his eyes and swung, the ball 
and the bat coincidentally arriving at the same place 
at the same time. 


coke /kouk/ n[U] a solid substance obtained from 
coal and used as a fuel 


Coke /kouk/ n [C/U] trademark COCA-COLA. 


cola /'kou-la/ n [C/U] a sweet, bubbly, brown 
drink that does not contain alcohol 


colander /‘kal-an-dar, 'kal-/ n [C] a bowl with 
many holes in it, used for washing food or for re- 
moving water from food that has been cooked 


cold LOWTEMPERATURE /kould/ adj [-er/-est 
only] having a low temperature, esp. when com- 
pared to the temperature of the human body, and 
not hot or warm © cold weather © | forgot my gloves 
and my hands are getting cold. 
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cold sore 


cold /kould/ n [U] The cold is cold temperature 
or cold weather: Don’t stand out there in the cold — 
come in here and get warm. 


WORD CHOICES cold 


If the weather outside or the temperature in- 
side is very cold, you can use the adjectives bit- 
ter or freezing. 
Wrap up warmly — it’s bitter outside! 
It’s absolutely freezing in here! 
If the weather, especially the wind, is so cold 
that it is unpleasant to be in, the adjectives bit- 
ing and icy are sometimes used. 
A biting/icy wind blew in her face as she 
opened the door. 
The adjective chilly is often used to describe 
weather or temperatures that feel slightly cold 
and unpleasant. 
It’s a bit chilly in here — can you turn up the 
heat? 
If the temperature feels cold but pleasant, you 
can say that it is cool. 
That’s a nice cool breeze. 
Cold weather in fall or winter that is dry and 
pleasant is sometimes described as crisp. 
We walked through the forest on a crisp 
autumn day. 
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UNFRIENDLY /kould/ adj [-er/-est only] not showing 
or influenced by affection, kindness, or feeling; not 
friendly © a cold greeting/reception 
coldly /'koul-dli/ adv © “Please don’t come here 
again,” he said coldly. 

ILLNESS /kould/ n [C] a common infection, esp. in 
the nose and throat, which often causes you to 
sneeze and cough, to feel tired, and sometimes to 
have pain in the muscles © /’m afraid I’m catching 
a cold. 


IDIOMS with cold 


ecold turkey suddenly and completely © She de- 
cided to give up coffee and quit cold turkey. O USAGE: 
Used to talk about stopping a habit, esp. one that 
you are dependent on. 

eget cold feet, have cold feet to feel too fright- 
ened to do something that you had planned to do 
© | was going to try bungee jumping, but | got cold 


eet. 
ein cold blood intentionally and without emotion 
O killed in cold blood 

cold-blooded VARYING TEMPERATURE adj 
having a body temperature that varies with the 
environment © Compare WARM-BLOODED 

LACKING SYMPATHY adj lacking the sympathy and 
kindness that all people should show 

cold cuts p/n thin, flat slices of cold meat 


cold-hearted adj having or showing a lack of 
care for others © She said that the city’s decision to 
close the homeless shelter was cold-hearted. 


cold snap n [C] a short period of very cold 
weather 


cold sore n [C] a painful, red swelling on the 
lips or nose which is caused by a viral infection 
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cold war 


cold war n([C] 1 politics & government a con- 
tinuing and dangerous unfriendly situation exist- 
ing between countries that is expressed in political 
ways, often including threats of war 2 world his- 
tory The Cold War was a period of political diffi- 
culty involving the US and the USSR between 1945 
and 1991, 


coleslaw /'koul-sls:/ n [U] raw vegetables, esp. 
CABBAGE leaves, cut in thin strips and covered in a 
thick, creamy sauce and eaten cold 


colic /‘kal-1k/ n [U] a severe but not continuous 
pain in the bottom part of the stomach or bowels, 
esp. of babies 


collaborate WORK WHH /ka'lab-9 ,rert/ v [I] 
to work together or with someone else for a special 
purpose © Rodgers and Hammerstein collaborated 
ona number of successful musicals for the Broadway 
stage. 
collaborative /ka'lzb-a,rert-1v, -'laeb-rat-1v/ adj 
© Several speakers talked of the collaborative effort 
put forth by business leaders, politicians and com- 
munity members. 
collaboration /ka lab-a'rer- fan/ n [C/U] 

SUPPORT AN ENEMY /ka'lzeb-9 ,reit/ v[I] to help an 
enemy of your own country, esp. one which has 
taken control of your country © The Soviet govern- 
ment accused them of collaborating with Nazis in 
World War Il. 


collage /ka'laz, ko:-/ n [C/U] art a picture that 
includes various materials or objects glued to a sur- 
face, or the art of making such a picture 


collapse © FALL /ka'lzps/ v [I/T] to fall down 
suddenly, or to cause to fall down © [1] A piece of 
the wall collapsed on top of him. 
collapse @ /ka'lzps/ n[U] © Toward the end of 
the race he was near collapse. 


FAIL /ka'lzps/ v [I] to be unable to continue or to 
stay in operation; fail © Talks between management 
and unions collapsed today. 
collapse @ /ka'lzps/ n [C/U] © [U] the collapse 
of the Soviet empire 


collapsible © /ka'lep-si-bl,/ adj [not grada- 
ble] designed to be folded into a smaller shape or 
size for easy storage 


collar NECK /‘kal-ar/ n [C] 1 the part of a piece 
of clothing that goes around the neck 2 A collar is 
also a narrow piece made of leather or other strong 
material that is put around the neck of an animal, 
esp. a dog or cat kept as a pet. 

CATCH /‘kal-ar/ v [T] infm/ to catch and hold some- 
one so that the person can’t escape © (fig.) We 
decided to skip the meeting but she collared us in the 
hotel lobby. 


collarbone /'kal-ar ,boun/ n [C] a bone be- 
tween the shoulder and the base of the neck on 
each side of the body 


collate /ka'lert, ‘kal-eit, 'kou-lert/ v [I/T] to col- 
lect and arrange in correct order the sheets of a 
document © [T] Will the new photocopier collate the 
pages? 


collateral /ka'lzt-a-ral/ n [U] valuable property 
owned by someone who wants to borrow money, 
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which the person agrees will become the property 
of the LENDER (= person or business that lends 
money) if the debt is not paid back © She put up 
her house as collateral for the loan. 


colleague O /'kal-i:g/ n [C] one of a group of 
people who work together © He always got along 
well with his colleagues in the university. 


collect GATHER /ka'lekt/ v [I/T] 1 to come or 
bring together from a variety of places or over a 
period of time © [I] A crowd of people soon collected 
at the scene of the accident. © [T] Information about 
employment is collected from every state. 2 People 
sometimes collect one particular type of object as 
a hobby: [T] /’ve got three kids who collect football 
cards. 
collection /ka ‘lek: fan/ n[C] © We're taking (up) 
a collection for his retirement gift (= getting money 
from people who want to give it). 
collector /ka'lek-tar/ n [C] someone who col- 
lects certain things as a job or as a hobby © An avid 
art collector, he owned at least a dozen Picassos. 
collectible /ka'lek-ta-bal/ n [C] an item that 
some people want to collect as a hobby 

RECEIVE /ka'lekt/ v [I/T] to receive money that you 
are owed or have earned © [T] You can begin to 
collect benefits under Social Security at age 62. 

TELEPHONE /ka'lekt/ adj, adv [not gradable] (of a 
telephone call or the act of calling) done in a way 
that will be paid by the person receiving it O a 
collect call © You can call me collect. 


WORD FAMILY collect 


Nouns collection Adjectives collected 
collector collective 
collectible = adverbs collectively 

Verbs collect 


collective /ka'lek-tiv/ adj of or shared by every 
member of a group of people © /t was a collective 
decision/effort. 

collectively /ka'lek-tiv-li/ adv © The industry is 
willing to work collectively to find a solution. 
collectivism /ka'lek-ta,viz-am/ n [U] politics & 
government a political system in which a coun- 
try’s land and industry are owned and managed 
by a government or by all of its citizens together 
collectivization /ka,lek-ta-va'zer-fan/ n [U] 
politics & government the organization of all of 
a country’s production and industry into govern- 
ment ownership and management. 


collective bargaining n [U] social studies 
a system in which employees deal with their em- 
ployers as a group and try to agree on matters 
such as pay and working conditions 


collective security n [U] politics & govern- 
ment an agreement among a group of nations to 
act on behalf of each other. 


college /‘kal-1d3/ n [C] 1 a place of higher edu- 
cation usually for people who have finished twelve 
years of schooling and where they can obtain 
more advanced knowledge and get a degree to 
recognize this 2 A college is also one of the sepa- 
rate parts into which some universities are divided: 
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She graduated from the university’s College of Busi- 
ness Management. 

collegiate /ka'li:-d3at/ adj of or belonging to a 
college or its students © collegiate activities/sports 


collide /ka'laid/ v [I always + adv/prep] (esp. of 
moving objects) to hit something violently © He 
went off the road to avoid colliding with another car. 
collision /ka'l13-an/ n[C] the violent coming to- 
gether of two or more moving objects, such as 
vehicles © The collision involved a pickup truck and 
a car. 


IDIOM with collision 


eon a collision course having very different aims 
or opinions and therefore likely to strongly dis- 
agree or fight © The governor put himself on a col- 
lision course with state lawmakers over energy policy. 


collie /'kal-i/ n [C] any of several types of dogs 
with long hair, originally bred for controlling 
sheep 


collinear /ka'li-ni:-ar/ adj geometry of points, 
on a single straight line © USAGE: Usually said 
about three or more points 


colloquial /ka'lou-kwi:-al/ adj (of words and 
expressions) informal and conversational, and 
more suitable for use in speech than in writing 


collusion /ko'lu:-3an/ n [U] agreement, esp. in 
secret for an illegal or dishonest reason © The com- 
panies were accused of acting in collusion to fix 
prices. 


cologne /ka'loun/ n [U] a type of PERFUME (= 
liquid having a pleasant smell that is put on the 
body) 


colon MARK /'kou-lan/ n [C] a mark (:) used in 
writing esp. to introduce a list of things or a sen- 
tence or phrase taken from somewhere else 


BODY PART /'‘kou-lan/ n [C] the lower and larger 
part of the bowels through which food travels 
while it is being digested 


colonel /‘k3rn-4l/ n [C] a military officer of high 
rank, above a MAJOR 


colonnade / kal-a'neid/ n[C] a row of columns 
separated from each other by an equal distance 


colony /‘kal-9-ni/ n[C] 1 politics & government 
a country or area controlled politically by a more 
powerful country 2 A colony is also a group of peo- 
ple with a shared interest or job who live together: 
an artists’ colony 3 A colony is also a group of ani- 
mals, insects, or plants of the same type that live 
together: an ant colony 
colonial /ka'lou-ni:-al/ adj politics & govern- 
ment involving a period of political control by a 
more powerful country. 
colonialism /ka'‘lou-ni:-9,l1z-am/ n [U] politics 
& government a policy or system in which a coun- 
try controls another country or area. 
colonist /'kal-a-nast/ n [C] politics & govern- 
ment a person living in a country or area con- 
trolled politically by a more powerful country © He 
arrived in Maryland with the first American colonists 
in 1634. 
colonize /'kal-9,na1z/ v [T] © Peru was colonized 
by the Spanish in the 16th century. 


colorblind 


color APPEARANCE, Cdn, 8r colour /'kal-ar/ n[C/ 
U] 1 the appearance that something has as a result 
of reflecting light © [C] The dress comes in blue, 
green, red, and other colors. © [U] Some of the pic- 
tures in the book are in color, and some are in black 
and white. 2 art A color is also a substance, such 
as a paint or DYE, which you add to something to 
make it have the appearance of a particular color. 
color, Cdn, Br colour /'kal-ar/ adj [not gradable] 
showing things in all their colors, not just black 
and white © color photos © a color TV 
color, Cdn, Br colour /'kal-ar/ v [I/T] 1 to change 
the color of something by using paint or a DYE © 
[I always + adv/prep] He gives the boy books to 
read, and he buys him paints to color with. 2 fig. If 
something or someone colors your thoughts or 
opinions, it influences them, often in a negative 
way: [T] The report is colored by the fiscal crises of 
the last four years. 
colored, Cdn, Br coloured /'kal-ard/ adj Ol saw an 
unusual, beautifully colored fish. 
colorful, Cdn, Br colourful /‘kal-ar-fal/ adj having 
a bright color or a lot of different colors © a colorful 
blue and yellow dress O See also: COLORFUL 
coloring, Cdn, Br colouring /'kAl-o-rin/ n [C] a 
substance added to food or drink to change its 
color artificially © The label says that no preserva- 
tives or artificial colorings were added to this cake. 
colorless, Cdn, Br colourless /'kal-ar-las/ adj [not 
gradable] containing no color © Carbon monoxide 
is a colorless, odorless, poisonous gas. © See also: 
COLORLESS 


SKIN, Cdn, Br colour /'kal-ar/ n [U] 1 the natural 
color of a person’s skin, esp. when considered in 
terms of race 2 Many people with dark skin de- 
scribe themselves as people of color: We need to 
protect the rights of people of color. 3 Color can 
mean a healthy appearance of the skin: She’d been 
ill for a while, but when | saw her last Friday, she had 
good color. 
colored, Cdn, 8r coloured /'kal-ard/ adj [not grad- 
able] dated having dark skin © USAGE: In the US, 
colored was used esp. of people whose family orig- 
inally came from Africa. This word is now offensive. 
coloring, Cdn, Br colouring /'kal-a-rin/ n [U] the 
combined effect of the colors of a person’s skin 
and hair © He claimed that when people don’t get 
enough protein in their food, their coloring isn’t so 
good. 


WORD FAMILY color 


Nouns color 


colors 


Adjectives colored 
colorful 
colorless 


coloring 
discoloration 


color 
discolor 


Verbs 


colorblind NOT SEEING COLORS, color-blind, 
Cdn, Br colour-blind /'kal-ar ,blaind/ adj unable to 
tell the difference between certain colors, esp. 
green and blue 


NOT CONSIDERING RACE, color-blind, Cdn, Br col- 
our-blind /'kal-ar ,blatnd/ adj not considering race 
when making decisions © Children’s theaters have 
pioneered color-blind casting and plays aimed at an 
ethnically and racially diverse audience. 
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colorful 


colorful, can, 8r colourful /'kal-ar-fal/ adj having 
a lot of variety and therefore interesting © colorful 
language © He had a colorful past and could tell some 
amusing stories. © See also: COLORFUL at COLOR 
APPEARANCE 


colorless, can, Br colourless /'kal-ar-las/ adj hav- 
ing no unusual qualities and therefore not inter- 
esting © He plays the part of a shy, colorless, average 
man. © See also: COLORLESS at COLOR APPEAR- 
ANCE 


colors, Cdn, Br colours /'kal-arz/ pln the official 
flag of a country, ship, or military group 


colossus /ka'las-as/ n [C] pi colossi a very large 
statue, or fig. someone or something that is very 
great in size or importance © a marble colossus from 
the sixth century B.C. © (fig.) He talked about the 
emerging colossus of the Internet. 
colossal /ka'las-al/ adj [not gradable] (esp. of 
something bad) very great © The whole business 
has been a colossal failure/mistake. © It was a colos- 
sal waste of time. 


colt /koult/ n[C] a young, male horse © Compare 
ELEY. 


column BUILDING /'kal-om/ n[C] 1 tall, ver- 
tical post used as a support for the roof of a build- 
ing or for decoration 2 A column is also anything 
or any set of things having a long, narrow shape: 
a column of soldiers © a column of smoke 


PRINTING /'kal-am/ n[C] 1 one of several vertical 
blocks of print into which a page of a newspaper 
or Magazine is divided © The article filled two col- 
umns. 2 A column is also a piece of writing in a 
newspaper or magazine that is written by the 
same person and appears regularly, usually on a 
particular subject: a column on sports 3 A column 
is also any vertical block of words or numbers: a 
column of figures 
columnist /'kal-am-nast/ n [C] someone who 
writes a regular article for a newspaper or 
magazine 


-COM /dat'kam/ n [U] used at the end of some 
INTERNET addresses belonging to businesses 


coma /'kou-ma/ n [C] a state of being uncon- 
scious, in which a person cannot be waked, usually 
caused by illness or injury © He had a high fever and 
fell into a coma. 


comatose /'kou-ma,tous, 'kam-a-/ adj medical 
(of a person) unconscious and not able to wake 
up, usually because of illness or injury © The traffic 
accident left him comatose with massive brain 
damage. 


comb HAIR TOOL /koum/ n [C] a strip of plastic, 
wood, or metal with a row of long, narrow parts 
along one side, which is used to arrange or hold 
the hair © Combs have been used from ancient times 
by women to hold and fix their hair. 
comb /koum/ v[T] © She combed her hair and put 
on some lipstick. 


SEARCH /koum/ v [T] to search a place or an area 


very carefully © The police combed the surrounding 
woods for evidence. 


combat /'kam-bet/ n [U] 1 fighting during a 
time of war © a combat jacket/zone/casualty 0 No 
one knew how many troops had died in combat. 2 
Combat is also a fight between two people or 
things: The film explores the combat between good 
and evil. 
combat /kam'bet, 'kam-bzet/ v[T] to try to stop 
something unpleasant or harmful from happening 
or increasing © We must try to combat poverty and 
illiteracy. 
combatant /kom 'bzt-nt, 'kam-bat-ant/ n [C] 
a person who fights in a war 
combative /kam 'beet-1v/ adj © When you are in 
a combative mood, you are not pleasant company. 


combine /kam 'bain/ v [I/T] 1 to unite or to join 
together to make a single thing or group © [T] 
None of us has much money so let’s combine what 
we've got. © [+ to infinitive] When hydrogen and — 
oxygen molecules combine to form water, heat and 
electricity are produced. 2 |f you combine two ac- 
tivities, you do both at the same time: [T] She man- 
ages to successfully combine motherhood and a 
career. 
combine /'kam-bain/ n[C] a group of people or 
organizations acting together © Over the years they 
established a large media combine. 
combination /,kam-ba'ner-fan/ n [C/U] a mix- 
ture obtained when two or more things are com- 
bined © [C] Green is a combination of blue and 
yellow. © [C] A combination of tiredness and bore- 
dom made me doze off in class. 0 We'll be working 
in combination with (= together with) two other de- 
partments on this project. 


WORD FAMILY combine 


Nouns combination 
combine 
combo 


Verbs combine 


combining form n [C] grammar a word 
part to which prefixes and word endings or other 
combining forms can be added to make a word, 
as “bio-,” "-graphy,” and ”-logy” combine to 
make “biology” and “biography” 


combo /‘kam-bou/ n [C] pl combos a small 
group of musicians who play together, esp. jazz 
musicians 


combustion /kam'bas-tfan/ n [U] the process 
of burning © Fuel combustion produces energy to run 
machines. 
combustible /kam 'bas-ta-bal/ adj o Gasoline is 
a highly combustible substance. 


COmMe APPROACH /kam/ v [I] past simp. came, past 
part. come to move or travel toward the speaker 
or with the speaker © Will you come here, please? © 
Did you come here by car? 0 Come on in! The water's 
great. O Are you coming over to my house tonight? 
© Is he coming to the movies with us? 0 The man is 
coming to fix the dryer this afternoon. © He came 
rushing over when | fell. 
coming /'kam-1n/ adj © We look forward to even 
greater success in the coming year. 


MOVE TO LISTENER /kam/ v [I] past simp. came, past 
part.come to move or travel in the direction of the 
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person being spoken to © | thought I’d come and 
see your new house. © I’ve come to read the gas 
meter. 


ARRIVE /kam/ v [l] past simp. came, past part. come 
T to get to a particular place O Has the mail come 
yet? O Spring came early this year — look at all the 
flowers! 2 When something comes in it is received: 
Reports are just coming in of the fire. 


BE FROM /kam/ v [I always + adv/prep] past simp. 
came, past part. come to be or start from a partic- 
ular place O She comes from Italy. 0 Does that quo- 
tation come from Shakespeare? 


EXIST /kam/ v [I always + adv/prep] past simp. came, 
past part. come to exist or be available © The dress 
comes in three sizes — small, medium, and large. © 
This cuddly doll comes with her own blanket and 
bottle. 


HAPPEN /kam/ v [I] past simp. came, past part. come 
to happen © Your birthday only comes around once 
a year. © [+ to infinitive] How did you two come to 
be friends? © The earthquake’s aftereffects came 
without warning. 


ORDER /kam/ v [I always + adv/prep] past simp. 
came, past part. come 1 to be in a particular rela- 
tion to others in an order © April comes before May. 
© In your cookbook you'll see that pies come under 
the heading “Desserts.” 2 If something comes un- 
der an official organization, that organization is re- 
sponsible for it: Snow removal comes under the 
highway department. 


CHANGE /kam/ v past simp. came, past part. come to 
change or be in a different position or condition © 
[| always + adv/prep] The stitching on my briefcase 
is coming apart. © [L] A wire had come loose at the 
back. © [| always + adv/prep] He pulled the knob 
and it came off in his hand. © [+ to infinitive] / 
couldn't stand him at first, but I’ve come to like him. 


IDIOMS with come 


ecome before to be more important than some- 
thing © His job always came before his family. 

¢ come forward to offer to give help © Nobody has 
come forward yet with information about the acci- 
dent. 

ecome in handy to be useful © This money will 
come in handy when we go on vacation. 

ecome of age to reach the age when you are le- 
gally an adult © My parents came of age during the 
1960s. 

ecome off it infm/ used to tell someone that you 
think what the person is saying is silly or stupid © 
Come off it, Pete — you know that’s not true! 
¢come on strong to act in a forceful way © The 
team came on strong in the second half and won. 
ecome out of your shell to become more com- 
fortable and friendly with people © /t took Dan a 
few weeks to come out of his shell, but he’s doing 
well now. 

ecome to a head reach a point where some 
strong action has to be taken © The situation finally 
came to a head when she failed to show up at school. 
ecome to an end to stop or end 0 I’m enjoying my 
English class, but it’s about to come to an end. 
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come 


¢come to light to become known © Fresh evidence 
has recently come to light. 

ecome to rest to stop moving © The car hit the 
curb and came to rest ina ditch. 

ecome to someone's rescue to help someone out 
of a bad situation © | was about to drop a huge tray 
of dishes when Brad came to my rescue. 

ecome to your senses to begin to use good judg- 
ment © It’s time she came to her senses and got a 
job. 

& come to terms with something to learn to un- 
derstand and accept something © He made little 
effort to come to terms with his critics. 

e come true to happen in the way you had hoped 
0 I’d always dreamed of owning my own home, and 
now my dream has come true. 

¢ something comes to your attention fm/ you see or 
learn about something © The matter first came to 
my attention when | was working at the college. © It 
has come to my attention that several people have 
been arriving late for work. 

ehave come a long way to have improved greatly 
O In the past 20 years, information technology has 
come a long way. 


PHRASAL VERBS with come 


ecome across something/someone FIND to find 
something or someone by chance © He came 
across some old love letters. 

ecome across SEEM to give other people a certain 
feeling or opinion © He comes across as a bit of a 
bore. © We don’t mean to be vague, but | know that’s 
how it comes across. 

ecome along to advance or improve © How’s your 
English coming along? 

ecome apart SEPARATE to separate into pieces © 
The windows come apart for easy cleaning. 

ecome apart FAIL to be unsuccessful, or fail to 
produce the intended results O The global economy 
is showing signs of coming apart. © His public life 
began to come apart early in 1987. 

ecome around CHANGE YOUR MIND to change 
your opinion of something © He’ll come around to 
my point of view eventually. 

*come around BECOME CONSCIOUS to become 
conscious again after an accident or medical 
operation © She hasn‘t come around yet. 

ecome at someone to move quickly toward some- 
one to attack that person © He suddenly came at 
me. 

ecome away (with something) to leave a place or 
situation with the stated feeling, idea, condition, 
etc. Ol recently spent about 90 minutes shopping on 
the Internet, and | came away empty-handed. © 
Some 39 percent said they came away with a more 
favorable view of the candidate. 

ecome back RETURN to return O Come back and 
see us again sometime. O Related noun: COMEBACK 
ecome back REMEMBER to remember something 
you had previously forgotten © As soon as she en- 
tered the school, childhood memories came rushing 
back. 

«come between someone to cause problems be- 
tween two people or interrupt two people O Don’t 
let one little quarrel come between you! 
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ecome by something to obtain something © A 
good boss is not so easy to come by. © It’s unclear 
how he came by his wealth. 

ecome down to become lower in position or value 
© | am not going to buy any more coffee until the 
price comes down. O Related noun: COMEDOWN 
ecome down on someone to punish someone or 
treat someone severely O They're coming down 
heavily on people for not paying their taxes. 

«come down to something to have a particular 
thing as the most important matter © /t all comes 
down to money in the end. 

ecome down with something to catch or show 
signs of an illness © / feel like I’m coming down with 
a cold. 

ecome in (of the ocean TIDE) to be rising to a 
higher level O By the time we got to the beach the 
tide had come in. O Compare GO OUT FLOW AWAY 
¢come in for something to receive blame or criti- 
cism © The mayor came in for a lot of criticism of his 
remarks. 

«come into something 1 to enter a place or a new 
position or state O The new safety regulations come 
into effect at the beginning of the month. O As we 
drove over the hill the ocean came into view. 2 
Someone who comes into money or property re- 
ceives it as a result of the death of a relative: / came 
into a little money and bought a house. 

ecome off SUCCEED to happen as planned or to 
succeed © | thought the party came off really well. 
ecome off END UP to end up in a particular po- 
sition © The team played hard and came off with a 
victory. 

ecome off COMPLETE to be finished with or re- 
moved from something © Marcia comes off mater- 
nity leave in March. 

ecome on HURRY, not standard c’mon used for tell- 
ing someone to move or act quickly or more 
quickly © Come on — we're going to be late if you 
don’t hurry! 

ecome on LACK BELIEF not standard c'mon used for 
telling someone you do not believe what the per- 
son is saying or you think the person is not being 
serious © Oh, come on. You have no evidence 
whatsoever. 

ecome on START TO DEVELOP to start to develop 
gradually, as an illness or a mood © He felt one of 
his headaches coming on. 

ecome on something FIND COME UPON 

«come out BECOME KNOWN 1 to become known 
or be made public © When the facts came out, there 
was public outrage. 2 A person who comes out tells 
something personal that has been kept secret. 3 
When a book, magazine, or newspaper comes out, 
it begins to be sold to the public: Her latest book 
is coming out in July. 

«come out APPEAR to move into full view © Later 
in the afternoon, it stopped raining and the sun came 
out. 

ecome out GIVE OPINION to express an opinion 
in public O The candidate came out in favor of lower 
taxes. 

ecome out FINISH to be in a particular condition 
when finished © Your painting came out really well. 
ecome out MAKE A PICTURE to produce a picture 
on film © My camera broke and none of the skiing 
photographs came out. 


«come out with something to say something un- 
expectedly or suddenly © You come out with some 
strange comments sometimes! 

come over VISIT to visit someone’s home © Ron 
came over for dinner the other night. 

ecome over someone INFLUENCE to influence 
someone suddenly to behave in a particular way © 
I’m sorry! That was a stupid thing to say — 1 don’t 
know what came over me. 

«come through SUCCEED to succeed in a difficult 
situation © He’s a great leader who always comes 
through under pressure. © Investors had faith we 
would come through for them in the long run. 
ecome through something DEAL WITH DIFFE 
CULTY to continue to live after an accident or a 
difficult or dangerous situation © It was a miracle 
that he came through that car crash alive. 

«come to something REACH to reach a particular 
point © His hair comes down to his shoulders. 0 We 
haven't come to a decision on the matter yet. 
ecome to BECOME CONSCIOUS to become con- 
scious again after an injury or medical operation © 
She sat by the child’s bedside until he came to. 
ecome together to start working successfully with 
each other © / remember how the community came 
together and were so supportive of each other. 
ecome under something CONTROL to be judged 
or controlled by a law, rule, or authority © Much of 
the Aegean came under the rule of the Ptolemies, 
along with Egypt. 

ecome under something EXPERIENCE to start to 
experience something unpleasant © But the plan 
quickly came under criticism from the opposing po- 
litical party. 

«come up BE MENTIONED to be mentioned or 
talked about in conversation O What points came 
up at the meeting? 

ecome up HAPPEN to happen, usually unexpect- 
edly © I’ve got to go — something’s just come up at 
home and I’m needed there. 

¢come up with something to suggest or think of 
an idea or plan © He came up with a great idea for 
the ad campaign. 

come upon someone/something, come on to find 
or meet someone or something, esp. unexpect- 
edly © She came upon an odd little man in the forest. 


comeback /'kam-bzek/ n[C] a return to an ear- 
lier and better position or condition © The band 
was popular in the late ‘70s, and had a comeback 
in the early ‘90s. O Related verb: COME BACK 


comedown /'kam-daun/ n [U] a reduction in 
position, value, or enjoyment © | liked most of the 
book, but the ending was a real comedown. © Re- 
lated verb: COME DOWN 


comedy /‘kam-ad-i/ n [C/U] 1 a movie, play, or 
book that is intentionally amusing either in its 
characters or its action © [C] A lot of Shakespeare’s 
plays are comedies. 2 Comedy is also the amusing 
part of a situation: [U] When John forgot his lines in 
the middle of the speech it provided some good 
comedy. 
comedian /ka'mi:d-i:-an/, comic /'kam-1k/, fe- 
male comedienne /ka ,mi:d-i:'en/ n [C] a person 
whose job is to make people laugh by telling jokes 
and amusing stories or by copying the behavior or 
speech of famous people © a stand-up comedian 
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come-On n [C] infm! something that is intended 
to attract a customer to a product © Offering cash 
back on a purchase is one of the oldest come-ons in 
the world. 


comet /'kam-at/ n [C] earth science a body of 
rock and ice that travels around the sun and that, 
as it nears the sun, develops a long tail of small 
pieces that can be seen 


comeuppance /kam'ap-ans/ n (U] a punish- 
ment or some bad luck that is considered to be fair 
and deserved punishment for something bad that 
someone has done © She'll get her comeuppance, 
don’t worry. 


comfort /'kam-fart/ n [C/U] the pleasant and 
satisfying feeling of being physically or mentally 
free from pain and suffering, or something that 
provides this feeling © [C] He’s a great comfort to 
his mother. © [U] | have to take an exam, too, if it’s 
any comfort to you. 
comfort /'kam-fart/ v[T] © / tried to comfort him, 
but it was no use. 


WORD FAMILY comfort 


comfort 
comforter 
discomfort A swvenbi 


comfortable 
uncomfortable 


Nouns Adjectives 


comfortably 


Verbs comfort uncomfortably 


comfortable /‘kam-fart:a-bal, 'kamf-tar-bal/, 
infml comfy /'kam-fi/ adj 1 producing a relaxing 
feeling of physical comfort esp. because of shape 
or materials © a comfortable bed/car/dress © Are you 
comfortable or is it too hot? 2 Comfortable also 
means relaxed: I’m not comfortable speaking in 
front of an audience. 3 Comfortable also means 
having enough money for a good standard of liv- 
ing: They’re not rich but | think they’re quite com- 
fortable. 4 In a competition, if you have a 
comfortable lead over the other competitors you 
are winning easily. 

comfortably /'kam-fart:a-bli, 'kamf-tar-bli/ adv 
© They were comfortably settled in on the sofa. © 
After three periods, the Knicks comfortably led the 
Pacers. 


comforter /‘'kam-fart-ar/ n [C] a thick cover for 
a bed filled with feathers or other material for extra 
warmth 


COMIC AMUSING /'kam:1k/ adj making you want 
to laugh; amusing © a comic actor/performance/ 
writer 
comical /'kam-1-kal/ adj © Tell me the truth — do 
| look comical (= strange or foolish) in this hat? 

MAGAZINE /'kam-1k/, comic book /'kam-1k ,buk/ n 
[C] a magazine, esp. for children, that contains a 
set of stories told in pictures with a small amount 
of writing 

PERSON /'kam-ik/ n [C] a COMEDIAN 

comic strip n [C] a short series of amusing 


drawings with a small amount of writing that is 
usually published in a newspaper 


commemorate 


comings and goings /‘kam-in-zen'gou: 

19z/ pln movement or activity © With so many com- 
ings and goings in this office | just can’t seem to 
concentrate. 


comma /'kam-a/ n[C] a mark (,) used in writing 
to separate parts of a sentence showing a slight 
pause, or to separate the various single items ina 
list 


command ORDER /ke'mznd/ v [T] to give 
someone an order or orders with authority © The 
police commanded the driver to stop the car. 
command /ka'meend/ n[C/U] 1 an order, or the 
authority to give orders © [C] “When I give the com- 
mand, fall in!” the officer shouted. © (U] General 
MacArthur took command of (= took military con- 
trol over) United Nations forces in South Korea, 2 \n 
computing, a command is an instruction to a com- 
puter to perform a specific action. 
commanding /ka'meen:din/ adj 1 having a po- 
sition of authority or control © Her commanding 
officer said her performance was excellent. 2 A com- 
manding voice or manner is one that seems to 
have authority and therefore gets your attention. 


command KNOWLEDGE /ka'mznd/ n [U] a 
good knowledge of something and the ability to 
use it © The study of physics requires a command of 
mathematics. 


RECEIVE /ka'mzend/ v [T] to deserve and receive 
because of special qualities or actions O She com- 
mands one of the highest salaries in Hollywood. 


commandant /'kam-en dant, -,dant/ n [C] 
an officer who is in charge of a military unit or 
school © the commandant of West Point 


commandeer / kam-an'dir/ v [T] to take pos- 
session or control of private property, esp. by force 
© Some visitors commandeered outdoor tables on the 
balcony. 


commander /ka'mzen-dar/ n [C] a naval offi- 
cer of middle rank, above LIEUTENANT 


commander in chief n[C] a military leader 
who is in charge of all the armed forces of a coun- 
try or of all the forces fighting in a particular area 
or operation © The president of the United States is 
also commander in chief. 


Commandment /ka'mzend-mant/ n[C] any 
of the ten important rules of behavior that the Bi- 
ble says were given by God to Moses 


commando /ks'mzn-dou/ n [C] p! comman- 
dos a small group of soldiers trained to make quick 
and often dangerous attacks inside enemy areas, 
or a member of such a group © a team of 
commandos 


commemorate /ka'mem-a,reit/ v [T] to 
show honor to the memory of an important per- 
son or event in a special way © The ceremonies com- 
memorated the 20th anniversary of the founding of 
the school. 
commemorative /ka'mem-a-rat-1v/ adj © The 
Elvis Presley commemorative stamp was eagerly 
bought by collectors. 
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commence 
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commence @ /ka'mens/ v [I/T] to begin 
something © [T] He commenced speaking before all 
the guests had arrived. 
commencement @ /ka'men-:smant/ n [C/U] 
1 fmi the beginning of something © the Senate’s 
commencement of closed-door deliberations 2 A 
commencement is also a ceremony at which stu- 
dents formally receive their DIPLOMAS (= docu- 
ments to show they have successfully completed 
their studies). 


commend /ka'mend/ v[T] to formally praise or 
mention with approval someone or something © 
Lamos should be commended for creating important 
opportunities for minority actors. 
commendable /ka'men-da-bal/ adj o The re- 
porter did a commendable job under difficult 
circumstances. 
commendation /,kam-on'der-fan/ n [C/U] A 
commendation is a formal statement of praise for 
someone who has done something admirable. 


commensurate /ka'men-sa-rat/ adj suitable 
in amount or quality compared to something else; 
matching in degree © The agency’s workload has 
increased without any commensurate increase in 
staff. 


comment © /‘kam-ent/ v [I] to express an 
opinion © The lawyer won't comment publicly on the 
case. 
comment @ /'kam-ent/ n [C/U] an opinion or 
remark © [C] One of his comments had to do with 
the state taxes. © [U] The reporter couldn’t reach any 
government officials for comment (= to ask for their 
opinions). 


commentary ® /'kam-an ,ter-i/ n [C/U] a se- 
ries of remarks describing an event, esp. on radio 
or television, or a set of written notes explaining 
or expressing an opinion on a text or subject © [C] 
the television commentary on the Olympic Games 


commentator © /'kam-an,teit-ar/ n [C] a 
person on radio or television who describes and 
discusses news events, sports, books, or other 
subjects 


commerce /'kam-:3rs/ n [U] social studies the 
buying and selling of goods and services, esp. in 
large amounts © Congress has the power to regulate 
commerce between the states. 
commercial /ka'mar- fal/ adj intended to make 
money, or relating to a business intended to make 
money © The movie was a commercial success (= it 
made money), but the critics hated it. 
commercialism /ka'ma3r-fa,liz-am/ n [U] the 
methods used to advertise and sell goods and ser- 
vices, esp. (disapproving) such methods used only 
and obviously for profit 
commercialize /ka'mar- fa,laiz/ v [T] © Many 
universities are trying to commercialize their research 
(= make use of it for profit). 
commercially /ka'mar- fa-li/ adv 
commercialization /ka,m3r- fa-la'zer- fan/ n[U] 


commercial /ka'mar:fal/ n [C] a paid adver- 
tisement on radio or television © We all ran to get 
something to eat during the commercials. 


commie /‘kam-i/ n [C] dated, slang, short form of 
COMMUNIST 


commiserate /ks'miz-9,reit/ v [!] to feel or 
express sympathy for someone's suffering or un- 
happiness © She called to commiserate over his loss. 
commiseration /ka ,miz:a'rer-fan/ n [U] 


commission © GROUP /ks'm1J-an/ n [C] a 
group of people who have been formally chosen 
and given the authority to get information about 
a problem or to perform other special duties © 
Congress appointed a commission to study immigra- 
tion policy. 

WORK REQUEST /ka'm1J:an/ n[C] a formal request 
to do a special piece of work for payment © She 
received a commission to paint the governor’s 
portrait. 
commission @ /ka'mif-an/ v [T] to choose 
someone to do a piece of work, or to have a piece 
of work done © The newspaper commissioned a se- 
ries of articles on the fashion industry. 


MILITARY /ka'miJ-an/ n[C] the official authority to 
be an officer in the armed forces © She received her 
commission as a lieutenant in the US Army. 
commission /ka'mif:an/ v [T] © He was com- 
missioned a captain in the navy last June. 


CRIME /ka'mif-an/ n [U] the act of doing some- 
thing that is illegal or considered wrong © the 
commission of a crime 
PAYMENT /ka'miJ-an/ n [C/U] a system of pay- 
ment based on a percentage of the value of sales 
or other business done, or a payment to someone 
working under such a system © [C] As a real estate 
agent, her commission is between 4% and 6% on 
every sale. 


commissioner © /ka"m1J-o-nar/ n[C] anor 
ficial in charge of a government department or 
other organization © the police commissioner 


commit © PROMISE /ka'mit/ v [I/T] -tt- 1 to 
promise to give yourself, your money, your time, 
etc. to support something © [I/T] They wouldn’t 
commit (to giving) enough time or money to the pro- 
ject. 2 If you do not commit yourself about some- 
thing, you refuse to express an opinion about it: 
[T] Neither candidate would commit himself on the 
issue of tax reform. 
commitment © /ka'mit-mant/ n [C/U] © [C] 
Try the product for two weeks with no commitment 
to buy. 

PUT /ka'mit/ v [T] to actively put information in 
your memory or write it down © These rules must 
be committed to memory. © | wouldn’t want to com- 
mit these comments to paper. 

CRIME /ka'mit/ v [T] -tt- to do something illegal or 
considered wrong © He committed a crime in pro- 
viding the information to a reporter. 

SEND FOR TREATMENT /ka'mit/ v [T] -tt- fm/ to 
cause someone to stay in a mental hospital or 
treatment center © He was once committed to a 
state mental hospital. 


WORD FAMILY commit 
Nouns 


commitment Verbs commit 


Adjectives noncommittal 


committee /ka'mit-i/ n [C] a group of people 
chosen from a larger group to act on or consider 
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communion 


matters of a particular kind © She sits on the city’s 
finance committee. 


commodity © /ka'mad-at-i/ n [C] social 
studies anything that can be bought and sold o 
The goal is to raise the productivity of basic food 
commodities such as grains. 


common USUAL /'kam-an/ adj found fre- 
quently in many places or among many people © 
Money worries are a common problem for people 
raising children. 
commonly /'kam-an-li/ adv © “The” is the most 
commonly used word in English. 


SHARED /'kam-an/ adj [not gradable] belonging to 
or shared by two or more people or things © Guilt 
and forgiveness are themes common to all of her 
works. 


LAND /'kam-an/ n[C] an area of grassy land that is 
open for everyone to use, usually near the center 
of a town or city O The Boston Common is the oldest 
park in the US. 


IDIOMS with common 


«common denominator a fact or quality that is 
shared by two or more people or groups © Trade 
is @ major common denominator between the two 
countries. 

¢common ground an area of shared interests or 
opinions held by two or more people or groups © 
When | found out he was also going to Alaska, we 
were on common ground. 

¢common knowledge something that is known 
to many people but often not made known offi- 
cially © It was common knowledge that several doc- 
tors at that hospital were incompetent. 

ehave something in common to share the same 
interests or have similar characteristics 0 | didn’t 
think Larry and Patricia had anything in common, 
but they talked all evening. 


Common Era, abbreviation C.E. n [U] used for 
the period of time beginning with the year 1 inthe 
CALENDAR used in many parts of the world, esp. 
in Europe and North and South America; CHRIS- 
TIAN ERA 


common cold n[Cja slight infectious disease 
that causes a cough and sore throat and makes 
breathing through the nose difficult 


common law n [C/U] politics & government 
a legal system that has developed over a period of 
time from customs and court decisions 


common noun n[C/U] (in grammar) a name 
for any group of people, places, or things that are 
of the same type © The words “teacher,” “river,” 
and “table” are common nouns. © Compare PROPER 
NOUN 


commonplace /‘kam-an,pleis/ adj happen- 
ing or seen frequently and so not considered spe- 
cial or unusual © Public financing for sports stadiums 
has become commonplace. 


Commons /‘kam-anz/ n [U] Cdn, infmi the 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 


common sense n [U] the ability to use good 
judgment in making decisions and to live in a rea- 
sonable and safe way 


commonwealth /‘kam-an welé/ n [C] poli- 
tics & government 1 a country or state that is gov- 
erned by its people or their elected representatives 
2 A commonwealth is an organized group of in- 
dependent self-governing countries. 3 A com- 
monwealth is also a US state. 4 A commonwealth 
is also a self-governing place associated with the 
US, such as Puerto Rico. 


commotion /ka'mou: fan/ n [C/U] a sudden, 

brief period of noise, confusion, or excited move- 
ment © [C] There was a commotion outside the 
embassy. 


communal /ka'mju:n-4l, 'kam-jan-°l/ adj be- 
longing to or used by all members of a group © 
The neighborhood council organized voluntary com- 
munal patrols. 


commune /'kam-ju:n/ n [C] 1 politics & gov- 
ernment the smallest unit of local government in 
some countries 2 A commune is also a group of 
people who live and work together and share 
responsibilities. 


communicate © /ka'mju:-na,kert/ v [I/T] 1 
to give messages or information to others through 
speech, writing, body movements, or signals © [T] 
She said we should communicate our requests in 
writing rather than over the telephone. 2 If two peo- 
ple communicate with each other, they are able 
to understand each other and have a satisfactory 
relationship: [I] The play deals with the inability of 
people to communicate with the people they love. 
communicable © /ka'mju:-ni-ka-bal/ adj able 
to be given to others © a communicable disease 
communication © /ka,mju:-na'ker-fan/ n[C/ 
U] 1 the process by which messages or informa- 
tion is sent from one place or person to another, 
or the message itself © [U] E-mail is an increasingly 
important means of business communication. 2 
Communication is also the exchange of informa- 
tion and the expression of feeling that can result 
in understanding: [U] There was very little com- 
munication between the two brothers. 
communications @ /ka,mju:-na'ker:fanz/ p/ 
n 1 the various systems used for sending esp. elec- 
tronic information, such as radio, television, tele- 
phone, and computer networks © They have made 
heavy investments in the communications industry. 
2 Communications are also the exchanges of in- 
formation and expressions of feeling that can 
result in understanding: A breakdown in commu- 
nications between labor and management led to the 
strike. 
communicative @ /ka'mju:-ni-kat-rv, -,kelt- 
1v/ adj willing to talk to people and give them 
information 
communicatively @  /ka'mju:-ni-kat-iv'li, 
-,keit-1v-/ adv 


WORD FAMILY communicate 


Nouns communication Adjectives communicable 
communications orbs 


communicate 


communion /ka'mju:n-jan/ n [U] fmi the con- 
dition of sharing thoughts and feelings 
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communism 


Communion a Christian ceremony in which 
bread and wine or juice are eaten in memory of 
Christ 


communism /‘kam-ja ,n1z-am/ n[U] politics & 
government an economic system based on public 
ownership of property and control of the methods 
of production, and in which no person profits from 
the work of others © Compare CAPITALISM; 
SOCIALISM 
communist /'kam-ja-nast/ adj [not gradable] © 
the Communist party 
communist /'kam-ja-nast/ n [C] a person who 
believes in or belongs to a party that supports 
communism 


community © /ka'mju:-nat-i/ n [C/U] 1 all 
the people who live in a particular area, or a group 
of people who are considered as a unit because of 
their shared interests or background © [C] the sci- 
entific community © [C] Bus fares were raised despite 
the protests of the community. O [U] There’s a real 
sense of community (= caring and friendly feeling) 
in this neighborhood. 2 biology A community is 
also all the various living things that live in a par- 
ticular area. 3 The community is sometimes used 
to mean society in general: [U] She believed that 
the greatest goal in life was to serve the community. 


community college, dated junior college n 
[C] a local two-year college at which students can 
learn a skill or prepare to enter a university 


community service n([U] work that people 
do without payment to help other people, and 
which people may sometimes be ordered to do as 
punishment for crimes that are not too serious © 
The judge ordered him to pay a fine and perform 100 
hours of community service. 


commutative /ka'mju:-ta,tiv/ adj mathe- 
matics of a calculation, giving the same result 
whatever order the values are in © Compare 
DISTRIBUTIVE 


commute TRAVEL /ka'mju:t/ v [I] to travel reg- 
ularly a distance between work and home © She 
commutes to the city by car every day. 
commute /ka'mju:t/ n[C] © The commute is not 
too bad — just over an hour. 
commuter /ka'mju:t-ar/ n [C] © The 5:30 train 
is always packed with commuters. 

CHANGE /ka'mju:t/ v [T] to change a punishment 
into another that is less severe © The governor com- 
muted the sentence and released the prisoner. 


compact CLOSE TOGETHER /kam 'pekt, kam-; 
‘kam-peekt/ adj closely or neatly put together o 
The newer cameras have a flatter, more compact 
design. 
compact /kam'peekt, kam-; 'kam-paekt/ v [T] to 
press something tightly and solidly together © The 
morning traffic had compacted the snow until it was 
a sheet of ice. 
compactor /kam'pek-tar, 'kam ,paek-/ n [C] a 
device that crushes garbage into a smaller and 
denser form 


AGREEMENT /'kam-peekt/ n [C] an agreement be- 
tween two or more people, organizations, or 
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countries O The parties to the settlement made a 
compact not to reveal any details. 


CAR /'kam-peekt/ n [C] a small car © Compacts are 
easier to park than full-size cars and save on gas. 


CASE /'kam-peekt/ n [C] a small, flat case that usu- 
ally contains face powder and a mirror 


compact disc n [Cc] acD 


compaction /kam 'pzk:fan/ n [U] earth sci- 
ence the process by which the pressure on buried 
solid material causes the material to stick together 
and change to rock 


companion /kam'pen-jan/ n[C] someone or 
something you spend a lot of time with or travel 
with, or a friend who lives with you © a pleasant 
traveling companion © He shared his cabin with his 
wife and constant companion of 62 years. 
companionable /kam'pzen-ja-na-bal/ adj friend- 
lyand pleasant to be with 
companionship /kam 'peen-jan ,fip/ n [U] the 
enjoyment of being with someone © Besides shar- 
ing the cost of my apartment, he provides com- 
panionship. 


company BUSINESS /'kam-pa-ni/ n [C] an or- 
ganization that produces or sells goods or services 
in order to make a profit © He owns part of a com- 
pany that manufactures software for personal com- 
puters. ®» Usage: society or company? at SOCIETY 
ORGANIZATION 


OTHER PEOPLE /'kam-pa:-ni/ n[U] the state of hav- 
ing someone with you, or the person or people 
who are with you © /t was a long trip and | was 
grateful for his company. © | traveled to Chicago in 
the company of two teachers (= with them). © We're 
having company (= guests) for dinner tonight. 

GROUP /'kam-pa-ni/ n[C] 1a group of people who 
work or perform together © She’s spending the 
summer as part of a touring theatrical company. 2 
A company is also a military unit consisting of a 
large group of soldiers, usually with a CAPTAIN in 
charge of them. 


comparative /kam 'pzr-at-iv/ n[C] grammar 
the form of an adjective or adverb that shows the 
thing or action described has more of the quality 
than some others of the same type © “Faster” is the 
comparative of “fast.” © “Better” is the comparative 
of “good.” © Compare SUPERLATIVE GRAMMAR 
comparative /kam'per-at-1v/ adj [not grad- 
able] 


compare EXAMINE DIFFERENCES /kam ‘per, 
-‘peer/ v [T] to examine or look for the differences 
between persons or things © This store's prices are 
high compared to what some other stores charge. 
comparative /kam'per-at-1v/ adj [not grada- 
ble] considering the differences between one 
thing and another © The research examined the 
comparative effectiveness of the two medical treat- 
ments. 
comparatively /kam ‘peer: at-iv-li/ advo The job 
was comparatively well paid, as factory jobs go. 

CONSIDER SIMILARITIES /kam 'per, -'peer/ v[I/T] to 
consider or suggest that something is similar or 
equal to something else © [I] Instant coffee doesn't 
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compare with freshly ground coffee (= fresh coffee is 
much better). 
comparable /'kam-pa-ra-bal/ adj © The candi- 


dates have comparable (= similar) educational 


backgrounds. 
WORD FAMILY compare 


Nouns comparison 
comparative 


Adjectives comparative 
comparable 


incomparable 


Verbs compare 


Adverbs 


comparatively 


IDIOM with compare 


ecompare notes to exchange information and 
opinions O We met at the coffee shop to compare 
notes on the new professor. 


COMparisOn DIFFERENCE /kom'pzr-a-san/ n 
[C/U] an examination of the differences between 
persons or things © [U] We kept a copy of an earlier 
letter for comparison. © [U] Though over six feet tall, 
he was small by comparison with (= compared to) 
his teammates on the basketball team. 


SIMILARITY /kom'pzr-o-san/ n [C/U] the act of 
showing that something is similar or equal to 
something else © [C] She drew a comparison (= 
showed the similarities) between the Roosevelt and 
Kennedy administrations. 


compartment /kam 'part:-mant/ n [C] any of 
the enclosed parts into which a space, a vehicle, 
or an object used for storing things is divided © 
She folded her coat and put it in the overhead lug- 
gage compartment. 


COMP4sSS DIRECTION /'kam-pas/ n [C] a device 
for finding direction with a thin pointed metal part 
that turns to always point north 


COMPASS 


DRAWING /'kam-pas/, compasses /'kam-pa:soz/ n 
[C] a device in the shape of an upside down V 
whose two pointed, movable parts can be used to 
draw circles or measure distances on maps 


compassion /kam 'pzf-an/ n[U] a strong feel- 
ing of sympathy and sadness for other people’s 
suffering or bad luck and a desire to help 
compassionate /kam 'pzf:-a-nat/ adj 0 a com- 
passionate man 


competent 


compatible © /kam 'pzt-a-bal/ adj 1 able to 
exist or work with something else, or (of a person) 
able to live or work with someone else © The com- 
puter software isn’t compatible with your operating 
system. © Levine said he is lucky he and his roommate 
are compatible. 2 Compatible also means being 
suitable or right for: Their blood types are not com- 
patible, so we cannot use his blood. 
compatibility © /kam pzt-a'bil-at-i/ n [C/U] 


compatriot /kam'per-tri:-at/ n [C] 1 a person 
who comes from your own country © This writer 
and several of her Russian compatriots now live in 
New York. 2 A compatriot is also a friend or some- 
one you work with: After work, | went to dinner with 
some of my office compatriots. 


compel /kam 'pel/ v [T] -ll- to force someone to 
do something © At school, we were compelled to 
wear uniforms, which | hated. 
compelling /kam'pel-1n/ adj 1 forceful and per- 
suasive © a compelling argument 2 A performance, 
painting, or other work of art is compelling when 
it has unusual power to hold your attention: His 
account of his life is one of the most compelling au- 
tobiographies I’ve read. 


compendium /kam 'pen-di:-am/ n[C] picom- 
pendiums, compendia a short but complete ac- 
count of a particular subject, esp. in the form of a 
book © She put together a compendium of early 
American furniture. 


compensate © PAY MONEY /'kam-pan seit/v 
[T] to pay someone money in exchange for work 
done, for something lost or damaged, or for some 
inconvenience © Our company tries to keep salaries 
low, and they compensate employees more with 
bonuses. 

compensation © /,kam-pan'ser: fan, -,pen-/n 
[U] © The chief executive’s compensation package 
was worth $350,000. © He applied for unemploy- 
ment compensation (= money paid to you by a gov- 
ernment, usually temporarily, when you do not 
have a job). 

compensatory /kam'pen:sa ,to:r-i, -tour-i/ adj 
EXCHANGE /'kam-poan ,seit/ v [I] to take the place 
of something useful or needed with something 
else of similar value © When you have a disability, 
you learn to compensate by doing other things well. 


compete /kam 'pi:t/ v [I] 1 to do an activity with 
others and try to do better than they do o Two TV 
stations are competing for the top spot in the state 
of lowa. 2 To compete is also to be part of a sports 
activity in which you are trying to win: He will com- 
pete in track this spring and play football next fall. 


WORD FAMILY compete 


Nouns competition 
competitor 
competitiveness 


Adjectives competitive 
Verbs 
Adverbs 


compete 


competitively 


competent /'‘kam-pat-ant/ adj 1 having the 
skills or knowledge to do something well enough 
to meet a basic standard © [+ fo infinitive] All we 
want is someone competent to manage the staff, 2 
law having enough mental ability for a particular 


dz jump | j yes | little | ®m hm | ®n cotton | 9 sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 6 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


competition 182 


purpose: [+ to infinitive] The judge decided that he 
was competent to stand trial. 

competence /'kam-:pat-ans/ n[U] © He reached 
a reasonable level of competence in English. 


competition /,kam-pa'trf-an/n [C/U] 1 an ac- 
tivity done by a number of people or organiza- 
tions, each of which is trying to do better than all 
of the others o [U] Competition for the job was 
fierce. © [U] Traditional booksellers face stiff compe- 
tition from companies selling via the Internet. 2 The 
competition is the people or organizations you are 
trying to do better than: [U] In this business, we 
always have to be aware of the competition. 3 Com- 
petition is also the activity of a sport in which each 
of the people or teams is trying to win, or a par- 
ticular event at which this activity happens: [U] Few 
of the players on the team were experienced in in- 
ternational competition. © [C] The figure-skating 
competition will be held in the main arena. 4 biol- 
ogy Competition is also a situation in which the 
various Organisms living in the same area try to 
compete for a limited supply of food, water, space, 
etc. 
competitiveness /kam'pet-at-1v-nas, -a-tiv- 
nas/ n[U] © The President sees education as a way 
to improve competitiveness (= the ability of people 
to compete successfully). 
competitor /kam 'pet:at-ar/ n[C] © He’s a tough 
competitor and will probably do well in business. 
competitive /kam 'pet-at-1v, -a-tiv/ adj 1 acom- 
petitive person O We will be facing weaker teams, 
which should give us a competitive advantage/edge. 
2 Competitive also means able to compete at the 
same level: If we have to lower our prices to remain 
competitive, we will. 


compile © /kam'pail/ v [T] to collect informa- 
tion from a variety of places and arrange it in a 
book, report, or list © We’re compiling some facts 
and figures for an article on the Russian economy. 
compilation © /,kam-pa'ler-fan/ n [C/U] 1 [U] 
The compilation of all his speeches took several 
months. 2 A compilation is also a book, report, 
etc., that is a collection of separate things: [C] a 
compilation of modern poetry 


complacency /kam'pler-san-si/ n [U] esp. dis- 
approving a feeling of calm satisfaction with your 
own abilities or situation that prevents you from 
trying harder © We're finally making a profit, but 
there is no reason for complacency. 
complacent /kam'plei-sant/ adj esp. disapproving 
© a complacent attitude 


complain /kam'plein/ v [I] 1 to say that some- 
thing is wrong or not good enough © Bill and 
Nancy are always complaining about their neighbor, 
whose dog frightens their kids. © [+ that clause] She 
complained that she had too much work to do. 2 If 
you complain of a physical condition, you describe 
something that hurts or makes you feel ill: She 
complained of aching knees from her arthritis. 
complaint /kam 'pleint/ n [C/U] 1 a statement 
that something is wrong or not good enough, the 
act of complaining, or the thing you are complain- 
ing about © [U] a letter of complaint © [C] Her only 
complaint is that she sometimes didn’t get enough 


heat in her apartment. 2 law A complaint is also a 
formal statement to a government authority that 
you have a legal cause to complain about the way 
you have been treated: [C] He filed a complaint with 
the commission, charging discrimination based on 
his disability. 
USAGE 
complain 
Do not use prepositions like for or on after the 


verb complain. The correct preposition is 
about. 


| am writing to complain about the trip | took 
last month. 


lastonenth: 


= 


WORD CHOICES complain = 


The verbs grumble and whine are sometimes 
used when someone is complaining about 
things which are not important. 
She’s always grumbling about something. 
| hope you don’t think I’m just whining. 
If someone, especially a child, complains in an 
annoying way, whine is often used. 
Stop whining, Tom — it’s not that bad! 
The expression make a fuss is sometimes used 
in informal contexts, especially when someone 
is complaining that something has not hap- 
pened in the way he or she wanted. 
If the food doesn’t come soon, I’m going to 
make a fuss. 
If you complain formally to someone in author- 
ity, you can use the phrase file a complaint. 
lve filed a complaint with the police about 
the noise. 


complement O /‘kam-pla,ment/v[T] to help 
make something or someone more complete or 
effective © She used photographs to complement the 
text of the news story. 
complement © /'kam-pla-mant/ n [C] 1 He 
sees rail travel as a complement to road travel, not 
as a replacement. 2 A complement is a number of 
people or things that makes something complete: 
We had a full complement of reporters and photog- 
raphers along. 3 grammar A complement is part 
of a word or phrase that completes the PREDICATE 
(= the part of a sentence that gives information 
about the subject), as “nothing” in “They told him 
nothing.” 
complementary © /,kam-pla'ment-a-ri, -'men: 
tri/adj © This ancient Chinese therapy is part of the 
complementary treatment program for pain. 


complementary angles p/ n geometry 
two angles that together add up to 90° > Picture: 
angle 


complete WHOLE /kam 'pli:t/ adj containing all 
the parts or pieces; whole © a complete set of dishes 
© the complete works of Dickens © We wanted a com- 
plete record of what everyone said. 
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complete /kam'pli:t/ v [T] © She needed one 
more course to complete the requirements for a 
teaching degree. 
FINISH /kam 'pli:t/ v [T] to finish doing something 
© John has completed 15 marathons. © She com- 
pleted three years of college, and then took a year 
off. 
complete /kam 'pli:t/ adj 0 The painting is nearly 
complete. 
completion /kam ‘pli: fan/ n [U] © He was the 
architect who supervised the completion of the hotel. 
VERY GREAT /kam'pli:t/ adj very great, without 
limit, or to the largest degree possible © The trip 
began in complete confusion. © She gave me a look 
of complete indifference. 0 Toby and Alfredo are com- 
plete opposites. 
completely /kam 'pli:t-li/ adv © To be completely 
honest, | was too scared to say anything. 


WORD FAMILY complete 


Nouns completion 
incomplete 


Adjectives complete 
incomplete 


Verbs complete Adverbs 


completely 


complex @ HAVING MANY PARTS /kam 
‘pleks, 'kam-pleks/ adj having many parts related 
to each other in ways that may be difficult to un- 
derstand © a complex surgical procedure © The ques- 
tion of who is legally responsible is a complex issue. 
complexity @ /kam'plek-sat-i/ n [C/U] © [U] 
You must understand the variety and complexity of 
tasks assigned to the police. 

BUILDING /'kam-pleks/ n [C] a group of buildings 
that are related, or a large building having differ- 
ent parts © an apartment complex for elderly people 

ATTITUDES /'kam-pleks/ n [C] a group of attitudes 
and feelings that influence a person’s behavior, of- 
ten in a negative way © an inferiority complex 


complex fraction n [C] mathematics a 
FRACTION (= division of a number) in which either 
the NUMERATOR (= number above the line) or the 
DENOMINATOR (= number below the line) is itself 
a fraction 


complexion /kam 'plek:fan/ n[C] the color or 
appearance of the skin of a person’s face © a dark/ 
light complexion 


complex number n [C] mathematics a 
value that contains both a REAL NUMBER and an 
IMAGINARY NUMBER 


compliance /kam'plat-ans/ n (U] © See at 
COMPLY 


complicate /‘kam-plo,keit/ v [T] to make 
something more difficult to deal with or do © The 
rescue operation was complicated by bad weather. © 
His recovery was complicated by his generally poor 
condition. 
complicated /'kam:plo,kert-ad/ adj having 
many parts that are organized in a way that may 
be difficult to understand © a complicated machine/ 
process © He gave me directions, but they were so 
complicated | got lost. 
complication /,kam-pla'ker:fan/ n[C] 1 some- 
thing that makes a situation more difficult O This 


complication had not been foreseen. 2 medical A 
complication is a problem that develops from an 
existing illness, making treatment more difficult: 
He died from complications of diabetes. 


WORD FAMILY complicate 


Nouns complication Verbs complicate 


Adjectives complicated 


complicity /kem'plis-at-i/ n (U] fm! involve- 
ment with others in a crime or in another activity 
that is wrong 


compliment /'kam-pla-mant/ n (C] a remark 
or action that expresses approval, admiration, or 
respect O She paid him a high compliment by saying 
she read all his books. © He was surprised by her 
remark, but decided to take it as a compliment. 
compliment /'kam-pla,ment/ v [T] © | compii- 
mented Robert on his great cooking. 
complimentary /,kam-pla'ment-a-ri/ adj 1 
Everybody was complimentary about the hotel ser- 
vice. 2 If something is complimentary, it is given 
to you without charge: As theater employees, we 
get complimentary tickets. 


comply /kam'plai/ v [I] fm! to obey an order, 
rule, or request O Comosa says he will comply with 
the judge’s ruling. 
compliance /kam 'plat-ans/ n [U] fm!o The com- 
pany said that it had always acted in compliance 
with environmental laws. 


component © /kam'pou-nant/ n[C] 1 one of 
the parts of a system, process, or machine © Fair 
pay for child-care providers is a vital component of 
welfare reform. 2 physics A component of a VEC- 
TOR is one of the things that the vector represents, 
such as force or speed. 


COMPoOSe CREATE /kam'pouz/ v [T] to produce 
or create music, poems, or a piece of writing O The 
opera was composed in 1931 but wasn't performed 
until 1940. 
composer /kam'pou-zar/ n [C] a person who 
writes music 

FORM /kam'pouz/ v[T] to form or make up some- 
thing © The metropolitan area is composed of New 
York City and parts of New Jersey and Connecticut. 


COMMON LEARNERERROR = 
compose or dial? 


Compose cannot be used when you are talking 
about pressing the buttons on a telephone 
when you make a call. The correct verb to use 
is dial. 
If you‘re phoning from Geneva, you'll have to 
dial the code 021. 
i-yeu‘re-phoning from -Geneva,_ you'll have to 
composethe-code 024, 


composite /kam'paz:at, kam-/ adj made of 
various parts or substances © a composite material 
© a composite sketch of a man wanted, for 
questioning 
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composite number n [C] mathematics a 
POSITIVE number (= larger than zero ) that can be 
divided by positive numbers other than 1 and itself 


composition WRITING /,kam-pa'zrf-an/n[C/ 
U] art, literature, musicsomething that a person 
has created or written, esp. a text, a work of art, 
or a piece of music, or the act of creating or writing 
something © [C] a composition for piano and flute 
© [C] In school we had to write a composition (= 
short piece of writing) on our favorite TV programs. 


MIXTURE /,kam-pa'zif:an/ n [U] the mixture of 
things or people that are combined to form some- 
thing © the composition of the atmosphere © The 
composition of the city’s population has changed 
dramatically in the past 20 years. 


compost /'kam-poust/ n [U] decaying material 
of plants, unwanted food, etc., added to dirt to 
improve the growth of new plants 


composure /kam 'pou-3ar/ n [U] the quality of 
being calm and not emotional © You may feel ner- 
vous but don’t lose your composure in front of the 
camera. 


compound © COMBINATION /'kam-paund/n 
[C] 1 a mixture of two or more different parts or 
elements © His jokes have been described as a com- 
pound of fears, anxieties, and insecurities. 2 chem- 
istry A compound is a chemical substance that 
combines two or more elements. 3 grammar A 
compound is a word consisting of two or more 
words: “Black eye” and “teaspoon” are compounds. 


WORSEN /kam'paund, 'kam-paund/ v {T] to make 
something worse by increasing or adding to it 0 
Lack of rain compounded the problems farmers are 
having. 

AREA /'kam-paund/ n[C] a fenced or enclosed area 
that contains buildings © We left the compound 
early to find and photograph wild animals. 


compound sentence n [C] grammar a 
sentence made from two independent sentences 
joined by “and,” “or,” or “but,” as in “Mary read 
and Tom slept.” 


comprehend / kam-pra'hend/ v [T] to under- 
stand something completely © If you don’t compre- 
hend something, don’t be afraid to seem dumb, just 
speak out. 
comprehensible /,kam-pra'hen-sa-bal/ adj o 
The directions were written in clear, comprehensible 
English. 
comprehension /,kam-pra'hen-tfan/ n[U] the 
ability to understand something completely 0 a 
reading comprehension test © In dealing with mole- 
cules, numbers quickly grow beyond comprehension. 


comprehensive © /,kam-pra'hen-siv/ adj 
including everything that is necessary; complete © 
They put forward comprehensive legislation to revise 
the rules for financing political campaigns. 
comprehensively @ /,kam-pra'hen:siv-li/ adv 


compress PRESS /kam'pres/ v [T] 1 to press 
something into a smaller space © Snow in the crater 
compresses into a fastest-growing glacier. © Firmly 
compress the dirt in the pot to hold the plant upright. 
2 To compress also means to shorten something 


so that it takes less time: Four years of normal mort- 
gage business is being compressed into two months. 
compression /kam'pref-an/ n [U] © data 
compression 

CLOTH /'kam-pres/ n[C] a thick, soft piece of cloth 
that is pressed to a part of a person’s body esp. to 
help a healing process 0 Apply warm compresses to 
the infected area. 


comprise © /kam'praiz/ v [L] to consist of or 
to be made up of © The Pacific Rim comprises coun- 
tries bordering the Pacific, including the US, Canada, 
Japan, China, and the Koreas. © The ninth district is 
comprised of (= consists of) 15 cities and towns, in- 
cluding Boston. 


compromise AGREEMENT /'kam-pra,maiz/ n 
{[C] an agreement between two sides who have 
different opinions, in which each side gives up 
something it had wanted © Under the compromise, 
car manufacturers must use cleaner fuel but have 
more time to do it. 
compromise /'kam-pra,maiz/ v [I] © Republi- 
cans were refusing to compromise on health-care 
legislation. 


LOWER STANDARDS /'kam-pra ,maiz/ v{T] to lower 
or weaken standards © His opponents charged that 
the deal would compromise conservative principles. 
compromising /'kam-pra,mat-zin/ adj tending 
to lower respect for someone; embarrassing © 
compromising documents 


comp time /‘kamp-tarm/ n (U] extra time put 
in by a worker that can be exchanged for an equal 
amcunt of time to be used as vacation days, with 
no loss in pay 


comptroller /kan'trou-lar, 'kam ,trou-/ n[C]a 
CONTROLLER 


compulsion /kam'pal-fan/ n [U] a force that 
makes you do something © Management felt no 
compulsion to provide housing for families. 


compulsive /kam'pal-siv/ adj having a very 
strong desire to do something repeatedly 0 We're 
really not compulsive shoppers, you know. 
compulsion /kam'pal-fan/ n[C] © an arsonist’s 
compulsion to set fires 
compulsively /kam 'pal-siv-li/ adv © He is com- 
pulsively neat. 


compulsory /kam '‘pal-sa-ri/ adj (of something) 

that must be done; necessary by law or a rule © 
Education is compulsory for children between the 
ages of 5 and 16. 


compunction /kam'pag fan/ n [U] a feeling 
of guilt or anxiety about something you have done 
or might do © | would have no compunction about 
quitting. 


compute © /kam 'pju:t/ v [T] mathematics to 
calculate something using mathematics or a CAL- 
CULATOR (= a device for doing mathematical 
processes) 
computable ©® /kam 'pju:t-a-bal/ adj 
computation © /,kam-pja'ter-fan/ n [C/U] 
mathematics calculation © (U] the computation of 
the square root of pi 
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computational © /,kam-pja'ter-fan-l/ adj 
mathematics 
computationally /,kam-pja'ter-fan-l-i/ adv 
mathematics 


computer © /kam 'pju:t-ar/ n[C] an electronic 
device that can store large amounts of information 
and be given sets of instructions to organize and 
change it very quickly 0 a desktop/personal com- 
puter O a computer program O computer hardware/ 
software 

computerize /kam'pju:t-9,raiz/ v [T] to use 
computers to operate or store something © Our 
law firm is in the process of computerizing our old 
files. 
computerization /koem pju:t-a-ra'zer- fan/n[U] 


WORD FAMILY computer 


Nouns computer 
computerization 


Verbs computerize 


computing © /kam'pju:t-1n/ n [U] the use of 
computers © companies that promote computing in 
higher education 


comrade /'kam-rzd/ n[C] a friend or trusted 
companion, esp. one with whom you have been 
involved in difficult or dangerous activities, or an- 
other soldier in a soldier’s group © After 20 years 
he reunited with comrades from his army unit. 


con /kan/ v [T] -nn- infm/ to deceive someone by 
using a trick, or to cheat someone of money © | 
know when I'm being conned. 

con /kan/ n [C] something done to trick or de- 
ceive someone © a con game/job © It was a con, 
and he fooled us all. 


concave /kan‘keiv, kan-/ adj curved inward © a 
concave lens O Compare CONVEX » Picture: lens 


conceal /kan'si:|/ v [T] to prevent something 
from being seen or known about; to hide some- 
thing © He made no attempt to conceal his 
satisfaction. 


concede /kan'si:d/ v 1 to admit that something 
is true, or to allow something © [+ (that) clause] 
Officials concede (that) the plan isn’t the best one. 
2 If you concede in a competition, you admit that 
you have lost: [I/T] She conceded (the election) 
yesterday. 


conceit /kan'si:t/ n [U] the habit or attitude of 
thinking yourself better than others, even when 
there is no reason to think so 
conceited /kan'si:t-ad/ adj © He’s a great musi- 
cian, and not conceited at all. 


conceive @ IMAGINE /kan'si:v/ v to bring a 
thought or idea into being; imagine © [I always + 
adv/prep] When they talk about billions of dollars, | 
can’t even conceive of that much money. © [+ ques- 
tion word] /t’s hard to conceive what the world will 
be like a hundred years from now. 
conceivable © /kan'si:-va-bal/ adj possible to 
imagine or think of © Books on every conceivable 
subject lined one wall. © [+ (that) clause] /t’s con- 
ceivable (that) none of the proposals will be 
accepted. 


_ conceptualize 


conceivably @ /kan'si:-va-bli/ adv [not grada- 
ble] © We could conceivably finish ahead of schedule. 
BECOME PREGNANT /kan'si:v/ v [I/T] fm/ to be- 
come pregnant, or to cause a baby to begin to 
form 


concentrate © GIVEATTENTION /'kan-san 
itreit/ v [I/T] to direct a lot of attention and 
thought to an activity or subject, or to direct effort 
toward achieving a result © [I always + adv/prep] 
In her later years, she concentrated on her writing 
and teaching. © [T] The police are concentrating their 
search in the area where the child was last seen. 
concentration © /,kan-san'trer-fan/ n[U] 0 He 
had a look of intense concentration on his face. 


COME TOGETHER /'kan-san ,treit/ v[I/T] to bring or 
come together in a large number or amount in one 
particular area © [T] Most of the country’s popula- 
tion is concentrated in the cities. 
concentration /,kan-san'trer-fan/ n a large 
amount of something in the same place © [C] 
There’s a heavy concentration of poor and elderly in 
the district. 


SUBSTANCE /'kan-san,treit/ v [T] chemistry to 
make a substance stronger or purer by removing 
water or other substances 
concentrate n [C/U] a substance from which 
water or other substances have been removed 
concentration n([U] the amount of a substance 
that is mixed with water or another substance 


WORD FAMILY concentrate 


Nouns concentration Verbs concentrate 


Adjectives concentrated 


concentration camp n[C] a prison where, 
esp. during a war, people who are considered en- 
emies are forced to stay 


concentric /kan'sen-trik/ adj (of circles and 
rings) being one inside another and having the 
same center 


concept © /‘kan-sept/ n [C] a principle or idea 
© He introduced the concept of selling books via the 
Internet. 
conceptual @ /kan'sep:tfa-wal/ adj © Legisla- 
tors say they have reached conceptual agreements 
(= agreements in the form of ideas only) on several 
budget issues. 
conceptually © /kan'sep-tfa-warli/ adv 


conception @ IDEA /kan'sep-fan/ n [C/U] an 
idea or a particular way you understand or think 
about something, or a basic understanding of a 
situation or principle O [U] Most children have no 
conception of time. 
BABY /kan'sep-fan/ n [U] the process in which a 
baby starts to form in the uterus from the coming 
together of a sperm and an egg 


conceptualize © /kan'sep-tfa-wa laiz/ v [I/ 
T] to form an idea or theory in your mind © [T] 
How do Americans conceptualize the global climate 
system? 
conceptualization @ /kan ,sep-tfa-wa-la'zel- 
fan/ n [C/U] 
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concern WORRY /kan's3rn/ v [T] to trouble 
someone with feelings of anxiety; worry © The loss 
didn’t bother him, but his team’s confidence con- 
cerns him. 
concern /kan's3rn/ n[C/U] a worried feeling, or 
a state of anxiety © [C] Parents expressed a lot of 
concerns about the changes in school policies. 
concerned /kan's3rnd/ adj © Sarah is very con- 
cerned about your safety. 


INVOLVE /kan's3rn/ v[T] 1 to involve someone or 
something; have to do with © This is an issue that 
should concern everyone. 2 If a story concerns a par- 
ticular subject, it tells a story about that subject: 
The novel concerns the daily life of a family living in 
a trailer. 
concern /kan's3rn/ n[U] a matter of importance 
esp. because it involves you © Issues of good and 
evil are not our primary concern here. 0 What you 
do is no concern of mine (= | do not care). 
concerned /kan's3rnd/ adj [not gradable] in- 
volved or involving © They say that free trade will 
benefit all concerned. © Her job is only concerned 
with costs and fees. 
concerning /kan's3r-nig/ prep about © /f you 
have any information concerning the incident, please 
contact the police. 


BUSINESS /kan'sarn/ n [C] fm! a company © He 
heads a large concern in the midwest. 


WORD FAMILY concern 


Verbs 
Prepositions concerning 


Nouns concern concern 


Adjectives concerned 
unconcerned 


concert /‘kan-sart, -sart/ n [C] a performance of 
music by one or more musicians 


concerted /kan'sart-ad/ adj (of an attempt to 
do something) determined and serious, or done 
together with others © / really made a concerted 
effort to get involved in community affairs. 


concerto /kan'tfert-ou/ n[C] pi concertos mu- 
sic a piece of music usually written for one instru- 
ment and an ORCHESTRA (= a large combined 
group of musicians) © a violin/piano concerto 


CONCESSION SOMETHING GIVEN UP /kan'sef- 
en/ n[C/U] 1 something allowed or given up, of- 
ten in order to end a disagreement, or the act of 
allowing or giving up something © [C] Both sides 
involved in the talks made concessions. 2 Conces- 
sion can also be the act of admitting defeat: [U] a 
concession speech 


SALES PLACE /kan'seJ-an/ n [C] permission to sell 
something, esp. in part of a store owned by some- 
one else, or a business that sells something © A /ot 
of movie theater profits come from their candy 
concessions. 


conciliatory /kan'‘si-i:-a,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj in- 
tended to show that you care about the feelings 
or opinions of someone who is angry or upset with 
you © Fitzwater struck a conciliatory tone, saying he 
didn’t think anybody was to blame. 
conciliation /kansil-i: ‘er fan/ n [U] © Concilia- 
tion, not confrontation, is the key to ending the 
conflict. 


concise /kan'sais/ adj expressing what needs to 
be said without unnecessary words; short and 
clear O She wrote up a concise summary of the day’s 
events. 


conclude © END /kan'klu:d/ v [I/T] 1 to cause 
something to end, or to end © [T] She concluded 
her remarks by thanking her supporters. © [I] I'd like 
to conclude with a song by Tim Buckley. 2 \f you 
conclude a business deal or official agreement, you 
agree on it: [T] Everyone was intent on concluding 
the agreement. 
conclusion © /kan'‘klu:-3an/ n [C] the last part 
of something © The novel's conclusion is disap- 
pointing. 

JUDGE /kan'klu:d/ v [T] to judge after some consid- 
eration © [+ that clause] We concluded that we could 
not afford to buy a new car. O The judges concluded 
the same thing | did. 
conclusion @ /kan'klu:-3an/ n [C] a decision 
made after a lot of consideration © Dr. Gille couldn’t 
reach any conclusions based on the symptoms | de- 
scribed. © [+ that clause] We came to the conclusion 
that someone was not telling the truth. 


WORD FAMILY conclude 


Nouns conclusion Adjectives concluding 
dVerbs conclude conclusive 
inconclusive 


Adverbs conclusively 


IDIOM with conclude 


ein conclusion fmi finally © In conclusion, I'd like to 
express my thanks to everyone who participated in 
this project. © USAGE: Used by a speaker or writer 
to begin a final statement. 


conclusive © /kan'klu:-siy, -z1v/ adj (of facts, 
proof, or arguments) ending any doubt or uncer- 
tainty about a situation © There’s no conclusive evi- 
dence that power lines are a health risk. 
conclusively @ /kan'klu:-siv-li/ adv without 
any doubt © Polls conclusively show public support 
for the bill. 


concoct /kan'kakt/ v [T] 1 to invent a story or 
excuse, esp. to deceive others © He concocted the 
story because he did not want to do his chores. 2 To 
concoct is also to make something new from dif- 
ferent things: He concocted a tasty stew from the 
leftovers. 
concoction /kan ‘kak: Jan/ n [C] something put 
together from several different things © She drinks 
this herbal concoction. 


concourse /'kan-ko:rs, 'kan-, -kours/ n [C] a 
large space or room in a public building such as 
an airport or train station, which people gather in 
or pass through 


concrete HARD MATERIAL /‘kan-kri:t, kan 'kri:t/ n 
[U] a very hard building material made by mixing 
together CEMENT (= powdered substance), sand, 
small stones, and water © concrete steps 


CERTAIN /‘kan-kri:t, kan 'kri:t/ adj 1 based on sure 
facts or existing things rather than guesses or the- 
ories © Police have no concrete evidence linking him 
to the crime. © We have not yet received a concrete 
proposal. 2 English \f a statement, argument, or 


ez bat | a hot | ai bite | au house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


discussion is concrete, it is based on actual things 
and particular examples. O Compare ABSTRACT 


concur /kan'k3r/ v [I] -rr- fmi/ to agree or have the 
same opinion as someone else © He said the mayor 
should not be reelected, and the voters concurred. 


concurrent © /kan'k3r-ant, -'ka-rant/ adj 1 
happening at the same time © He’s serving two con- 
current 10-year sentences. 2 physics A concurrent 
force is one of two or more forces that are in effect 
at the same time. 
concurrently © /kan'k3r-ant-li, -'ka-rant-/ adv 
© He dealt with several issues concurrently. 


concussion /kan'kaf-an/ n [U] a usually tem- 
porary injury to the brain caused by a fall or hit on 
the head or by violent shaking 


condemn CRITICIZE /kan'dem/ v[T] to criticize 
something or someone strongly, usually for moral 
reasons O The movie was condemned for glorifying 
violence. 
condemnation /,kan-dam'ner- Jan, -,dem-/ n 
[U] © The statement brought swift condemnation 
from world leaders. 


PUNISH /kan'dem/ v [T] to severely punish some- 
one who has committed a crime, or to force 
(someone) to suffer © Those who remember the past 
are not condemned to repeat it. © Illness condemned 
her to spend her remaining days in a home. 


CALL NOT SAFE /kan'dem/ v[T] to decide officially 
that a building is not safe for people to use 


condensation /,kan-dan'sei-fan, ,kan ,den-/ 
n[U] 1 chemistry the change of a gas to its liquid 
or solid form 2 earth science Condensation is also 
the process by which water VAPOR in the ATMO- 
SPHERE (= air surrounding the earth) cools and 
changes into liquid water. 


condense MAKE SHORTER /ken'dens/ v [T] to 
make a text shorter by using fewer words to ex- 
press the same idea © Condense the report to a sin- 
gle page. 

MAKE WATER APPEAR /kan'dens/ v [I/T] to make 
water in the air appear on a surface © [I] Humidity 
condensed on the bathroom walls. 
condensation /,kan-dan ‘sei: fan, -,den-/ n [U] 
the drops of water that appear on cold surfaces 
such as windows as a result of hot air or steam 
becoming cool 


condensed /kan'denst/ adj with water re- 
moved © condensed soup 


condensed milk n[U] thick, sweet milk from 
which water has been removed and to which 
sugar has been added 


condescend / kan-di'send/ v [I] to behave in a 
way which shows that you consider yourself to be 
better or more intelligent than other people © He 
treats his players fairly and never condescends to 
them. 
condescending /,kan-di'sen-din/ adj showing 
that you consider yourself better or more intelli- 
gent © His condescending attitude offended his 
teammates. 
condescension /,kan-di'sen-tfan/ n[U] © Some 
directors treat actors with condescension. 
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condominium 


condiment /‘kan-da-mant/ n [C] a substance 
such as a spice that you add to food to improve 
its taste 


condition STATE /kan'diJ-an/ n 1 the particu- 
lar state that something or someone is in O [U] We 
spent a lot of money to get the house in good con- 
dition. © [U] She was hospitalized in fair condition 
after the accident. © [+ to infinitive] He’s in no con- 
dition to drive (= He should not drive). 2 A condi- 
tion can also be a state of not operating correctly: 
[C] a heart condition 
conditions /kan'dif-anz/ p/n all the particular 
things that influence someone’s living or working 
environment © Working conditions here are primi- 
tive. O Riis devoted his life to improving conditions in 
urban slums. 


USAGE 

condition or health? 
Condition is not usually used to describe some- 
one’s general health or fitness. The correct 
words to use are health or fitness. 


After a few weeks at the gym you should 
notice improvements in health and fitness. 


After-atfew-weeks-at_the-gym yeu should 
ee, : hem 


AGREED LIMITATION /kan 'dif-an/ n[C] something 
that must exist before something else can happen 
© Certain conditions must be met before the aid will 
be provided. © He spoke on condition that he not be 
identified. 
conditional /kan'dif-an-l/ adj © The sales is 
conditional on approval from government regulators. 


WORD FAMILY condition 


Nouns condition 
precondition 


conditioner 


Adjectives conditional 
unconditional 


Adverbs 


conditionally 


condition 


conditional /kan'‘diJf-an-l/ adj [not gradable] 
grammar 1 relating to a sentence, often starting 
with “if” or “unless,” in which one half expresses 
something which depends on the other half 2 
mathematics A conditional statement describes 
that if one state exists, then another one also 
exists. 


conditioner /kan ‘dif-a-nar/ n[U] a thick liquid 
that people put on their hair after washing it to 
improve its appearance 


condolence /kan'dou-lans/ n [C/U] an expres- 
sion of sympathy esp. for the family of a person 
who has recently died, or the sympathy expressed 
© [U] a letter of condolence © [C] The mayor offered 
his condolences. 


condom /‘'kan-dam/ n [C] a thin, rubber cover- 
ing that a man can wear on his PENIS (= sex organ) 
during sex to prevent pregnancy or protect 
against disease 


condominium / kan-da'min-i:-am/, short.form 
condo /'kan-dou/ n[C] an apartment in a building 
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condone 
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in which each apartment is owned separately by 
the people living in it, or a building having such 
apartments 


condone /kan'doun/ v [T] disapproving to ignore 
or accept behavior that some people consider 
wrong © | don’t condone such rude behavior. 


conducive /kan'du:-siv/ adj providing the right 
conditions for something to happen or exist © Our 
mild climate is conducive to outdoor entertaining. 


conduct © DIRECT /kan'dakt/ v[T] 1 to orga- 
nize and direct a particular activity 0 The experi- 
ments were conducted by leading scientists. 2 fm! To 
conduct people to a place is to walk there with 
them: The usher conducted us to our seats. 


MUSIC /kan'dakt/ v [I/T] to direct the performance 
of musicians or a piece of music © [T] The orchestra 
was conducted by Thomas. 
conductor /kan'dak-tar/ n [C] © He’s the con- 
ductor of the Toronto Symphony. 


BEHAVE /kan'dakt/ v [T] to cause yourself to be- 
have in a particular or controlled manner © | won't 
tell them how to conduct their lives. 
conduct /‘kan-dakt/ n [U] behavior © His conduct 
at the meeting was inappropriate. 


ALLOW THROUGH /kon 'dakt/ v [T] physics, chem- 
istry to allow electricity or heat to flow through 
conduction /kan'dak: Jan/ n[U] physics, chem- 
istry the flow of electricity or heat through a 
substance 
conductive /kan'dak-tiv/ adj physics, chemis- 
try describes a substance that conducts electricity 
or heat 
conductivity /,kan-dak'tiv-at-i, kan-/ n [U] 
physics, chemistry the power to conduct electric- 
ity or heat 
conductor /kan'dak-tar/ n [C] physics, chem- 
istry a substance that conducts electricity or heat 


conductor /kan'dak-tar/ n [C] a person who is 
in charge on a train or other public vehicle and 
also sells or checks tickets 


cone /koun/ n[C] geometry 1 a solid shape with 
a round base that narrows to a point at the top 
» Picture: solid 2 A cone is also any object shaped 
like a cone, some of which are hollow and open at 
the end: ice cream in a waffle cone 3 Acone is also 
an ICE-CREAM CONE. 4A cone is also the hard, oval 
fruit of an evergreen tree. 
conical /‘kan-1-kal/, conic adj geometry shaped 
like a cone 


Confederacy /kan 'fed-a-ra-si/ n [C/U] 1 US 
history the eleven southern states that left the US 
and fought against the north in the US Civil War. 
2 A confederacy is also a CONFEDERATION. 
Confederate /kan'fed-a-rat/ adj 0 Confederate 
soldiers 
confederate /kan 'fed-a-rat/ n [C] a soldier or 
supporter of the Confederacy 


Confederate States p/n US history the 
CONFEDERACY 


confederation /kan fed-a're1-fan/, confed- 
eracy /kan'fed-a-ra-si/ n [C/U] politics & govern- 
ment 1 a group of countries, organizations, or 
people who have joined together for economic or 
political reasons © [C] a union confederation 2 Cdn 
Confederation is the joining of regions that had 
been British to create the independent country of 
Canada. 


confer © TALK /kon'f3r/ v [I] -rr- to talk to- 
gether and exchange ideas, often with the inten- 
tion of reaching a decision about something © / 
need to confer with my lawyer. 


GIVE /kan'f3r/ v [T] -rr- to give an honor, official 
title, or ability to someone © The US Constitution 
confers certain powers on the president. 


conference @ /‘kan-fa-rans/ n [C/U] a large, 
formal meeting at which there are groups of talks 
on a particular subject, or a small, private meeting 
for discussion of a particular matter © [C] She spoke 
at a conference in Geneva. 


confess /kan'fes/ v[I/T] 1 to admit that you have 
done something wrong, or to admit unwillingly 
that something is true © [T] /’ve got something to 
confess —1 ate the pie. © [1] He confessed to the crime. 
2 In some Christian religions, esp. the Roman 
Catholic Church, to confess is to tell God or a priest 
what you have done wrong so God will forgive 
you. 
confession /kan 'fef-an/ n [C/U] 1 [C] He made 
a confession to the police. © [C] I’ve got a confession 
~ | lost the book you lent me. 2 Confession is the 
activity of telling God or a priest what you have 
done wrong so God will forgive you. 


confetti /kan 'fet-i/ n [U] small bits of colored 
Paper that you throw when celebrating © At mid- 
night, we all cheered and threw confetti. 


confidant /‘kan-fa ,dzent, -,dant/ n{C] a person 
with whom you can share your feelings and secrets 
© Her brother is her closest confidant. 


confide /kan 'faid/ v to tell something secret or 
personal to someone whom you trust not to tell 
anyone else © [I] As sisters, they have always con- 
fided in each other. © [+ that clause] She confided 
that most of her clients were actors. 


[ WORD FAMILY confide | 


Nouns confidence Adjectives confident 
confidentiality confidential 


Verbs confide Adverbs _ confidently 


confidence SURE FEELING /'kan-fad-ans, -fo 
idens/ n [U] a feeling of having little doubt about 
yourself and your abilities, or a feeling of trust in 
someone or something © He has a sense of confi- 
dence, even arrogance, about what he does. © Con- 
sumers’ confidence in the economy is strong. © Her 
colleagues lost confidence in her. 

confident /'kan-fad-ant, -fa,dent/ adj © a confi- 
dent smile © I’m confident we'll succeed. 
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conform 


confidently /‘kan-fad-ant-li, -fa,dent-li/ adv o 
North confidently predicted victory. 


Self-assured and self-confident are words that 
mean the same as “confident.” 

The interview showed her as a very self- 

assured woman. 

Assertive can be used to describe people who 
are confident because they are not frightened 
to say what they want or believe. 

You'll have to be more assertive if you want to 

be promoted. 

Bold can be used when someone is very con- 
fident, especially in a way that shows a lack of 
respect. 

He was a bold and defiant little boy. 
The phrase be sure of yourself can be used 
when someone is very confident or too 
confident. 

He seems very sure of himself. 
If someone is confident in an unpleasant or 
rude way, you could use the adjective cocky in 
informal English or brash. 

He’s a cocky young man. 


SECRET /'kan-fad-ans, -fa,dens/ n [C/U] a secret, or 
a feeling of trust that a secret will be kept © [C] 
They exchanged confidences like old friends. © [U] 
I’m telling you this in confidence. 
confidential /,kan-fa'den-tJal/ adj° confidential 
reports/memos © All applications are strictly con- 
fidential. 
confidentiality /,kan-fa,den-tfi:'zl-at-i/ n [U] 
© Tests will be handled with absolute confidentiality. 

configuration /kan ,f1g-ja'rerfan/ n [C] the 
particular arrangement of the parts of something 
or of a group of things © The two-lane configuration 
of the road leads to congestion. 


confine © /kan'‘fain/ v [T] 1 to keep someone 
or something within limits © The animals were con- 
fined in a large pen. © Harris does not confine her 
stage work to Broadway. 2 |f something is confined 
to a particular group of people, it exists only 
among them: Cancer is not confined to old people. 
confined @ /kan 'faind/ adj © You can’t keep kids 
in a confined space for long. 
confinement /kan'fain-mant/ n [U] © He was 
tired of the constant confinement of his office. 
confines © /'kan-fainz, kan 'farnz/ p/n the limits 
or borders of something © He feels safe within the 
confines of his home. 


confirm © MAKEPLANS /kan'fsrm/ v [T] to 
make an arrangement, plan, or meeting certain or 
fixed © The hotel has confirmed our reservation. © [+ 
that clause] Seventy people have confirmed that they 
will attend the conference. 
confirmation © /,kan-far'mer:fan/ n [C/U] © 
[U] He’d heard rumors of the sale, but had no con- 
firmation of it yet. 

APPROVE /kan'f3arm/ v [T] to approve someone or 
something officially by formal agreement © His ap- 
pointment has not been confirmed by the Senate. 


confirmation /,kan-far'mer:fan/ n[U] © confir- 
mation hearings 
PROVE TRUE /kan'f3rm/ v [T] to prove or state the 
truth of something that was previously not com- 
pletely certain © [+ that clause] Health officials con- 
firmed that there's a flu epidemic underway. 
confirmation /,kan-far'mer:fan/ n [U] a state- 
ment or proof that something is true © We will be 
sending you confirmation of your registration. 
RELIGION /kan'f3rm/ v [T] in some Christian reli- 
gions, to formally accept as a member 
confirmation /,kan-far'mer-fan/ n [C/U] 1 a 
formal Christian ceremony to accept someone as 
a member 2 Confirmation is also a formal Jewish 
ceremony to show that a young person has com- 
pleted religious studies. 


WORD FAMILY confirm 


Nouns confirmation Adjectives confirmed 


unconfirmed 


Verbs confirm 


confirmed © /kan'farmd/ adj firmly fixed in a 
particular habit or way of life and unlikely to 
change © a confirmed bachelor 


confiscate /'kan-fa skeit/ v [T] to officially take 
private property away from someone, usually by 
legal authority © Customs agents confiscated her 
bags. 
confiscation /,kan-fa'sker-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] 
The law allows for confiscation of vehicles used in 
crimes. 


conflict © DISAGREEMENT /‘kan-flikt/ n [C/U] 
T an active disagreement, as between opposing 
opinions or needs © [C] Conflicts between parents 
and children become more frequent when the chil- 
dren become teenagers. © [U] This technology may 
be in conflict copyright law. 2 A conflict is also fight- 
ing between two or more countries or groups of 
people: [U] Negotiations with both sides have not 
yet led to a resolution of the conflict. 
conflict @ /kan'flikt/ v [I] © We received reports 
that conflict with each other. 
conflicting € /kan'flik-tin/ adj © There are 
many conflicting cancer studies. 


STRUGGLE /'kan-flikt/ n [U] literature 1 the forces 
that oppose each other to create the plot in a 
story, book, or film 2 External conflict is a strug- 
gle between characters or between characters and 
nature or society. 3 Characters’ struggles to 
change or understand themselves is internal 
conflict. 


conflict of interest n [C] a situation in 
which someone’s private interests are opposed to 
that person’s responsibilities to other people o 
Council members should avoid any potential conflict 
of interest. 


conform © /kan 'f:rm/ v [I] to behave accord- 
ing to a group’s usual standards and expectations, 
or to operate according to a rule © The contract 
requires that managers conform to high standards of 
personal conduct. © Wood-burning stoves must con- 
form to the fire code. 
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confound 


conformity © /kan 'fo:r-mat-i/ n [U] © He felt 
suffocated by the conformity of suburban life. 
conformist © /kan'fo:r-mast/ n [C] someone 
who behaves or thinks like the other people in a 
group and doesn’t do anything unusual 


confound /kan 'faund, kan-/ v [T] to confuse 
someone by being difficult to explain or deal with 
© She likes to confound others’ expectations about 
her. 


confront /kan ‘frant/ v [T] 1 to deal with a dif- 
ficult problem, situation, or person © He forced the 
country to confront the issue of deforestation. © 
When | took office, | was confronted with new guide- 
lines. © Becca will have to confront some frightening 
truths about this disease. 2 To confront someone is 
to meet with a person with whom you disagree or 
whom you will accuse of something: / had to con- 
front him about the damage to the car. 
confrontation /,kan-fran'ter-fan/ n [C/U] an 
argument or fight © [C] / had a confrontation this 
morning with my boss. 
confrontational /,kan-fran ‘ter: fan-l/ adj © His 
confrontational style often angers people. 


confuse /kan 'fju:z/ v [T] 1 to cause someone to 
feel uncertain or unclear, or to make something 
difficult to understand © You’re confusing me — 
please repeat the directions more slowly. 2 Someone 
who confuses one thing with another thinks the 
first thing is the second: You’re confusing me with 
my sister — she’s the one who moved to Colorado. 
confused /kan ‘fju:zd/ adj © Her confused reaction 
is understandable. 
confusing /kan 'fju:-z1n/ adj © The directions were 
confusing, and ! got lost. 
confusion /kan 'fju:-3an/ n [C/U] a lack of un- 
derstanding, or a state of disorder © [C] She writes 
about the confusions of her life. 0 [U] In the confu- 
sion, | lost my wallet. 
confusable /kan 'fju:-za-bal/ adj, n [C] 


WORD FAMILY confuse 


Nouns confusion 
Verbs 


Adjectives confused 
confusing 


confuse 


congeal /kan 'd3i:|/ v [I] to change from a liquid 
or soft state to a thick or solid state © The grease in 
the frying pan congealed as it cooled. 


congenial /kan'd3i:n-jal/ adj pleasant and 

friendly; producing a feeling of comfort or satis- 
faction © We spent a relaxed evening with congenial 
friends. 


congenital /kan'dgen-at-l/ adj [not gradable] 
existing at or from birth © a congenital defect 


congested /kan'dzes-tad/ adj 1 too crowded 
or blocked © Congested roads are normal on holiday 
weekends. 2 Someone who is congested has a 
blocked nose and cannot breathe through it, usu- 
ally because of a cold. 
congestion /kan'dzes-tfan/ n [U] © The restau- 
rant would increase traffic congestion and noise. 


conglomerate /kan'‘glam-a-rat/ n [C] a very 
large company consisting of several smaller com- 
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panies or divisions that supply varied products or 
services 


conglomeration /ken glam: a'rer- fan/ n [C] 
a large group or mass of different things gathered 
together © The dish is a wonderful conglomeration 
of sausage, chicken, seafood, and rice. 


congratulate /ken'gret)-a,lert, -'graed3-/ v 
[T] to praise someone by expressing pleasure at 
that person’s success or happiness © | congratu- 
lated Jill on winning the award. 
congratulations /kan grat]: a'ler- Janz, -,graed3-/ 
exclamation, pl no “I passed my driving test.” “Con- 
gratulations!” © Give him my congratulations when 
you see him. 


congregate /‘kap-gra gert/ v [I] to gather to- 
gether into a large group © A crowd congregated 
around City Hall. 


congregation /,kangre'ger-fon/ n [Clea 
group of people gathered together for religious 
worship © a congregation of 300 members 


congress /‘'kan-gras/ n [C] a formal meeting of 
representatives from countries or organizations at 
which ideas are discussed and information is ex- 
changed © the fourth congress of the European As- 
sociation for Lexicography 


Congress /‘kan-gras/ n [U] politics & govern- 
ment the elected group of people in the US who 
are responsible for making the law, consisting of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives © 
Congress has rejected the president’s plan. 
congressional /kan'greJ-an-°l/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © a congressional committee 


congressman /‘kan-gras-man/ n[C] pi-mena 
member of the US House of Representatives; a 
REPRESENTATIVE 


congresswoman /'kan-gras jwum-an/ n [C] 
pl! -women a female member of the US House of 
Representatives; a REPRESENTATIVE 


congruent /kan'gru:-ant, ‘kag ,gru:-ant/, sym- 
bol = adj geometry 1 having the same size and 
shape, or matching in size and shape © congruent 
figures 2 geometry Congruent angles are angles 
that have the same degree measurement. 3 ge- 
ometry Congruent circles are circles that have the 
same RADIUS (= measurement from the center to 
the edge). 4 geometry Congruent polygons are 
POLYGONS (= flat shapes with three or more sides) 
in which the matching sides are the same length 
and the angles have the same degree measure- 
ments. 5 geometry Congruent segments are SEG- 
MENTS (= parts of a line) that are the same length. 
6 geometry Congruent triangles are triangles that 
match one of these conditions: all three sides have 
the same length; two sides and the included angle 
are the same; two angles and the included side are 
the same; or two angles and the side opposite one 
of them are the same as those parts of the other 
triangle. > Picture: angle; geometry; triangle 
congruence /kan'‘gru:-ans, 'kag ,gru:-ans/ n[U] 
geometry 


conical /‘kan-1-kal/ adj © See at CONE 
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conifer /‘kan-a-far/ n[C] any of various types of 
mostly evergreen trees that produce a CONE 


conjecture /kan'd3ek-tfar, -Jar/ n [C/U] an 
opinion or judgment that is not based on proof; a 
guess © [U] What lay behind the decision is open to 
conjecture. 
conjecture /kan'd3ek-tfar, -far/ v [t/T] © [+ that 
clause] Some employees conjecture that it was a 
money-saving move. 


conjugal /‘kan-d3a-gal, kan'd3u:-/ adj [not 
gradable] fm/ connected with the relationship be- 
tween married people 


conjugate /‘kan-d39 geit/ v [I/T] grammar to 
list the forms of a verb in a particular order 
conjugation /,kan-d3a'ger-fan/n[C] grammar 
the complete set of grammatical forms of a verb © 
the conjugation of the French verb “avoir” 


conjunction CONNECTING WORD /kan'd3an: 
fen/n [C] grammar a word such as “and,” “but,” 
“because,” or “although” that connects words, 
phrases, and clauses in a sentence 

COMBINATION /kan'd3an:fan/ n [C/U] a combi- 
nation of events or conditions © [U] Physicists are 
working in conjunction with engineers on the project. 


conjure /'kan-d3ar/ v [T] to make something ap- 
pear by magic or as if by magic © [T] His words 
conjured images of far-away action. 


conk /kank, k2:9k/ v [T] infm! to hit someone on 
the head © A book fell from the shelf and conked him 
on the head. 


PHRASAL VERB with conk 


econk out infm! (of a machine or engine) to stop 
working or fail suddenly, or (of a person) to go to 
sleep O My radio conked out again. 


con man, con artist n [C] a person who uses 
tricks to cheat people, esp. to get their money or 
possessions 


connect JOIN /ka'nekt/ v [I/T] to join together 
two things, or to be joined together © [I] The 
printer connects to the computer. © [T] A ferry con- 
nects the island to the mainland. © [T] Is your elec- 
tricity connected yet (= has your home been joined 
to the supply)? 
connected /ka'nek-tad/ adj [not gradable] © the 
connected parts of a machine 
connecting /ka'nek-tip/ adj [not gradable] o 
They turned down a connecting road. 
connection /ka'nek:fan/ n [C] © [C] a sewer 
connection 
RELATE /ka'nekt/ v[T] to consider a person or thing 
as related in some way to something else © [T] / 
connect Roberta Peters with the theater rather than 
movies. © [I] He’s always found a way to connect 
with his audience. 
connected /ka'nek-tad/ adj [not gradable] 1 
some loosely connected stories 2 lf you are con- 
nected, you know important people: He’s a politi- 
cally connected lawyer. 
connection /ka'nek: fan/ n[{C] © Science has not 
shown a connection between drinking raw milk and 
disease prevention. © Two men have been arrested 


conscious 


in connection with the theft (= in some relation to 
it). © He got the job through connections (= people 
who helped him). 


TELEPHONE /ka'nekt/ v [T] to make it possible for 
someone to communicate by telephone © Opera- 
tor, please connect me with room 11235. 


TRANSPORT /ka'nekt/ v [I] (of aircraft, trains, etc.) 
to arrive before a second vehicle leaves on which 
passengers can continue their trip © The flight to 
Chicago connects with a flight to New York. 
connection /ka'nek:fan/ n [C] © We were de- 
layed and missed our connection. 


WORD FAMILY connect 


Nouns Verbs connect 


disconnect 


connection 
disconnect 


connected 
connecting 


Adjectives 


conniving /ka'nai-vin/ adj planning secretly, 
esp. in doing something wrong © a cold, conniving 
man 


connoisseur /,kan-a's3r, -'sur/ n [C] a person 

who has expert knowledge of something, esp. an 
art, food, or drink, and is qualified to judge and 
appreciate its quality © The mushrooms had the 
chewy, savory flavor preferred by connoisseurs. 


connotation /kan-a'ter-fan/ n [C] grammar 

a feeling or idea that is suggested by a word in 
addition to its basic meaning, or something sug- 
gested by an object or situation © “Resolute” means 
stubborn, but with a more positive connotation. 


conquer /'kan:kar/ v [T] 1 to defeat an enemy, 
or to take control or possession of a foreign land © 
/ felt like | had conquered the world. 2 lf you conquer 
a disease or condition, you succeed in dealing with 
or fighting against it: Students have to conquer their 
initial shyness. 
conqueror /'kan-ka-rar/ n [C] © the conqueror 
Genghis Khan 
conquest /'kan-kwest, ‘kan-/ n [C/U] © [C] Sev- 
eral generations turned their attention towards the 
conquest of the Mediterranean region. 


conquistador /kan'ki:-sta ,da:r, kan'kis-ta-/ n 
[C] world history a soldier during the 16th and 
17th centuries who defeated people in the Amer- 
icas and took their land for Spain 


conscience /'kan-tfans/ n[C/U] the feeling that 
you know and should do what is right and should 
avoid doing what is wrong, and that makes you 
feel guilty when you have done something you 
know is wrong © [C] | have a guilty conscience for 
spending so little time with my kids. 


conscientious /,kan-tfi:'en-tfas/ adj feeling a 
moral responsibility to do your work carefully and 
to be fair to others © She was a conscientious 
worker, and I'll miss her. 


CONSCIOUS AWAKE /‘kan-t{as/ adj awake, aware 
of what is happening around you, and able to 
think © She’s out of surgery but not fully conscious 
yet. O Opposite: UNCONSCIOUS 
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consciousness /'kan-tfa-snas/ n [U] © He lost 
consciousness on the way to the hospital, and re- 
gained consciousness the next day. 


NOTICING /'kan-tfas/ adj noticing the existence of 
something © People have become much more con- 
scious of the need to exercise regularly. 


INTENTIONAL /'kan-tfas/ adj determined and in- 
tentional © Was it a conscious decision to break up 
the group, or did it just happen? 
consciously /'kan-tfa-sli/ adv © I’ve never done 
anything consciously to offend anyone. 


AWARE /'kan-tfas/ adj being especially aware of or 
worried about something © Consumers aren’t as 
conscious of prices as they were last year. 
consciousness /'kan-tfa-snas/ n [U] © There’s 
definitely a consciousness of the employment market 
among the students. 


WORD FAMILY conscious 
Nouns 


consciousness Adverbs consciously 
subconscious subconsciously 
unconscious unconsciously 


Adjectives conscious 
subconscious 
unconscious 


consciousness-raising n [U] the effort to 
increase people’s awareness of social and political 
matters 


conscript /kan'skript/ v [T] to force someone 
to work as a member of a group © Soldiers con- 
scripted factory workers to build a wall around the 
city. 
conscript /'kan-skript/ n [C] © We were volun- 
teers, not conscripts. 
conscription /kan'skrip-fan/ n [U] © He emi- 
grated from Germany in the 1850s to avoid conscrip- 
tion into the army. 


consecrate /‘kan-sa,kreit/ v [T] to officially 
make something holy and suitable to be used for 
religious ceremonies © The church was completed 
and consecrated in the 1890s. 
consecrated /‘kan-sa,kreit-ad/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © consecrated ground 


consecutive /kan'sek-jat-1v/ adj following one 
after another without an interruption © We’ve had 
five consecutive days of rain. 
consecutively /kan'sek:-jat-1v-li/ adv 


consensual /kan'sen-t{a-wal/ adj agreed to by 
everyone involved © Unions and management typ- 
ically reach consensual agreements before a judge 
has to rule. 


consensus © /kan'sen-sas/ n [U] a generally 
accepted opinion; wide agreement © They're trying 
to build a consensus on the need to improve the city’s 
schools. 


consent © /kan'sent/ n [U] permission or 
agreement obtained from someone or something 
having authority or power © / asked to leave the 
room, and the teacher gave his consent. 
consent © /kan'sent/ v [I] to give permission © 
[+ to infinitive] The director consented to change the 
ending of the movie. 


consequence © RESULT /'kan-sa-kwans, 
-,kwens/ n [C usually pl] a result of an action or 
situation, esp. (in the plural) a bad result © For 
someone who is old and weak, the consequences of 
a broken hip can be serious. 
consequent @ /'kan-sa-kwant, -,kwent/ adj 
[not gradable] resulting © Stock values declined, 
with consequent financial losses. 
consequently © /'kan-sa-kwant-li, -,kwent-li/ 
adv [not gradable] as a result; therefore © / was very 
worried, and consequently | couldn’t concentrate. 


IMPORTANCE /'kan-sa-kwans, -,kwens/ n [U] the 
condition of having a lasting effect; importance © 
Last summer there were 15 hurricanes, but only one 
was of any consequence. 


WORD FAMILY consequence 
Nouns 


consequence Adjectives consequent 
inconsequential 


Adverbs consequently 


conservatism /kan's3r-va ,tiz-am/ n[U] a ten- 
dency to preserve traditional values and oppose 
change, esp. in politics 


conservative SOCIAL /kan'sar-vat-1v/ adj 1 
tending to emphasize the importance of preserv- 
ing traditional cultural and religious values, and to. 
oppose change, esp. sudden change 2 If you are 
conservative in your appearance, you wear clothes 
in traditional colors and styles: He wore a conser- 
vative business suit for his interview. 
conservatively /kan's3r-vat-1v-li/ advo She was 
conservatively dressed in a gray Suit. 


POLITICS /kan's3r-vat-1v/ adj politics & govern- 
ment tending to emphasize the importance of 
personal responsibility and traditional values and 
to oppose depending on government for social 
services © conservative Republicans © Compare LIB- 
ERAL POLITICS 

conservative /kan'sar-vat-1v/ n [C] © The Con- 
gressional committee had an equal number of con- 
servatives and liberals. 


LOW /kan's3r-vat-1v/ adj (of guesses and calcula- 
tions) likely to be less than the real amount © Even 
by conservative estimates, the company will lose 
$2,000,000 this year. 


conserve /kan's3rv/ v [T] to keep and protect 
from waste, loss, or damage; preserve © /n order to 
conserve fuel, they put in extra insulation. 
conservation /,kan-sar'ver-Jan/ n (U] 1 Con- 
servation is a plan for avoiding the unnecessary use 
of natural materials such as wood, water, or fuel: 
The university is saving $300,000 per year by its en- 
ergy conservation efforts. 2 Conservation is also the 
protection of plants, animals, and natural areas, 
esp. from the damaging effects of human activity: 
wildlife conservation 
conservationist /,kan-sar'ver-fa-nast/ n [C] a 
person who believes in or works for the protection 
of plants, animals, and natural areas, esp. from the 
damaging effects of human activity 


consider THINK ABOUT /kan'sid-or/ v [T] to 
think about a particular subject or thing or about 
doing something or about whether to do some- 
thing © Consider Clara Barton, who founded the 
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American Red Cross. © We considered moving to Cali- 
fornia, but decided not to. © [+ question word] We 
have to consider what to do next. 
consideration /kan ,sid-a'rer-fan/ n[C/U] o[C] 
Financial considerations were a factor in the decision. 
© [U] You should take his youth into consideration 
before you punish him. 

considering /kan'std-a-rip/ prep, conjunction, 
adv [not gradable] used to mention a condition or 
fact that has an influence, esp. a disadvantageous 
one, on something else that you want to mention 
© Considering the weather, they were lucky to get 
here at all. 


CARE ABOUT /kan'sid-ar/ v [T] to care about or re- 
spect © Before raising the admission prices, consider 
the fans. 
considerate /kan'sid-a-rat/ adj © He is always a 
kind and considerate host. 
consideration /kan,sid-a'rei-fan/ n [U] © He 
showed very little consideration for anyone but 
himself. 

HAVE AN OPINION /kan'sid-ar/ v [T] to believe to 
be; to think of as © What some people would con- 
sider a personal attack, Andy considers a friendly 
discussion. 


WORD FAMILY consider 
Nouns 
Verbs 


considerable 
considerate 
inconsiderate 


consideration Adjectives 


consider 
reconsider 


Prepositions considering 


Adverbs considerably 
considering 


Conjunctions considering 


considerable /kan'sid-a-ra-bal/ adj very large 
or much © He exhibited considerable skill in driving 
through the snowstorm. 
considerably /kan'std-a-ra-bli/ adv © Technol- 
ogy has advanced considerably since then. 


consign /kan'sain/ v [T] to give or send, or to 
put someone in an unpleasant place or situation © 
She refused to consign her children to a life of 
poverty. 


consignment /kan'sain-mant/ n [C/U] 1 the 

act of sending goods to a business that ordered 
them © [C] The last consignment of dresses was 
shipped yesterday. 2 lf goods are on consignment, 
the person or company that has them pays for 
them only after selling them. 


consist of something /kan'sist-av, -av, -av/ 
phrasal verb to be something that is made or 
formed of various specific things © The crowd con- 
sisted mostly of college kids and office workers. © Her 
responsibilities consist of answering the phone and 
greeting visitors. 


consistency /kan'sis-tan-si/ n[C/U] the quality 
expressing how thick or firm a mixture is, esp. a 
liquid © [C] /t had a consistency like that of thick 
glue. 


consistent NOT VARYING /kan'sis:tant/ adjal- 
ways happening or behaving in a similar way © The 
president has been remarkably consistent on eco- 
nomic issues. 
consistency /kan'sis-tan-si/ n [U] © The team’s 
success will depend on the consistency of its pitching. 


conspire 


consistently /kan'sis-tant-li/ adv © His movies 
are consistently thought-provoking. 

AGREEING /kan'sis-tant/ adj agreeing with some- 
thing said or done previously © The witness’s story 
is consistent with the police report. 


consolation prize n [C] a small prize given 
to someone who has taken part in a competition 
but has not won 


console COMFORT /kan'soul/ v[T] to give com- 
fort and sympathy to someone who is sad or dis- 
appointed © The boys consoled one another after 
their team’s first defeat. 
consolation /,kan-sa'ler:fan/ n [C/U] © [C] The 
main consolation for me was that | wouldn’t have to 
leave Boston. 


CONTROLS /'kan-soul/ n [C] 1 a special area con- 
taining a set of controls for electric equipment, 
esp. on an aircraft or boat © The jet’s console con- 
tains dozens of dials, meters, and switches. 2 A con- 
sole is also a cabinet that sits on the floor and 
contains an electrical unit such as a television. 


consolidate /kan'sal-a ,deit/ v [I/T] 1 to bring 
together or unite things that were separate © [I] 
Our offices had been spread among three buildings, 
and then we consolidated into one new high-rise. 2 
To consolidate is also to make stronger by some 
action or event: [T] The governor consolidated his 
power, getting his allies into key state jobs. 
consolidated /kan'sal-a,dert-ad/ adj [not 
gradable] 
consolidation /kan ,sal-a'der- fan/ n [U] 


consomme /‘kan-sa,mei/ n [U] a thin soup, 
usually made from juices of boiled meat 


consonant /‘kan-sa-nant/ n [C] grammar 1 a 
speech sound produced by human beings when 
the breath that flows out through the mouth is 
blocked by the teeth, tongue, or lips 2 A conso- 
nant is also a letter that represents a sound pro- 
duced in this way: Except for the vowels in English 
— a, & |, 0, u, and sometimes y — all the letters are 
consonants. O Compare VOWEL 


consort /kan'so:rt, ‘kan-so:rt/ v [I] usually disap- 
proving to spend time in the company of particular 
people 0 She warned him against consorting with 
suspicious characters. 


consortium /kan'so:r- fi:-am/n[C] a group of 
companies or people with the same goal who are 
working together to achieve that goal 


conspicuous /kan'spik-ja-was/ adj easily no- 
ticed; obvious © He was conspicuous as usual with 
a big yellow bow tie. 


conspire /kan'spair/ v [I] 1 to plan secretly with 
other people to do something bad, illegal, or 
against someone’s wishes © [+ to infinitive] Moore 
conspired with Graham to rob the bank. 2 To con- 
spire can also mean to make something happen 
that is difficult to do: [+ to infinitive] They somehow 
conspired to keep the theater alive when all govern- 
ment funding ended. 
conspiracy /kan'spir-a-si/ n [C/U] © [U] | think 
there was a conspiracy to keep me off the committee. 
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constable 


conspirator /kan'spir-at-ar/ n[C] a person who 
plans secretly with other people to do something 
bad, illegal, or against someone’s wishes 


constable /'kan-sta-bal/ n [C] (in the US) an of- 
ficial in a town or village having some of the re- 
sponsibilities of a police officer 


constant CONTINUOUS /'‘kan-stant/ adj 1 
nearly continuous or very frequent 0 We had a con- 
stant stream of visitors. 2 Constant also means not 
changing, or staying the same: Even in this age of 
high technology, the popularity of hunting and fish- 
ing remains constant. 
constantly /'kan-stant-li/ adv [not gradable] © 
They worry constantly about their weight. 


QUANTITY /'kan-stant/ n [C] mathematics a num- 
ber or value that does not change 


constellation /,kan-sta'le1-Jan/ n [C] a group 
of stars in the sky that appear to form a pattern 
and that have a name 


consternation /kan-star'nerfan/ n [U] a 
feeling of strong annoyance and anger, usually be- 
cause of something bad that you cannot change 
or that is completely unexpected © The power fail- 
ure caused consternation among local officials. 


constipated /‘kan-sta,peit-ad/ adj unable to 
excrete the contents of the bowels often enough 
or in large enough amounts 
constipation /,kan-sta'per-fan/ n [U] © A diet 
that is high in fiber may relieve constipation. 


constituency © /ken'stits-a-wan-si/ n [C] 
politics & government the people in a particular 
area of a country who are represented by an 
elected official, or the area © Republican constitu- 
encies are mainly in suburban areas. 
constituent © /kan'stit/-a-want/ n [C usually 
pl] politics & government a person represented 
by an elected official © The senator mails a news- 
letter to his constituents every two months. 


constitute © BE CONSIDEREDAS /'kan-sta 
itu:t/ v[L] to be or be considered as © The president 
said that these policies constitute a threat to the 
United States. 


EQUAL /‘kan-sta ,tu:t/ v [L] to form or make (some- 
thing); equal © Asians constitute seven percent of the 
population in this county. 
constituent /kan'stitJ-a-want/ n[C] one of the 
parts that a substance or mixture is made of © Ox- 
ygen is a constituent of air. 


constitution © LAWS /kan-sta'tu: fan/ n[C] 
politics & government 1 the set of political prin- 
ciples by which a place or organization is gov- 
erned, or the written document that records it © 
The first ten amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States are called the Bill of Rights. 2 US his- 
tory The Constitution of the United States is a doc- 
ument that establishes the basic rules and laws of 
the American government. 
constitutional © /,kan-sta'tju:-fan-l/ adj [not 
gradable] politics & government relating to or 
following the rules of the US Constitution © Free- 
dom of speech is a constitutional guarantee in the 
United States. 
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constitutionally @ /,kan-sta'tu:-fan-4l-i/ adv 
[not gradable] politics & government according 
to the rules in a constitution © constitutionally pro- 
tected rights 

constitutionality /,kan-sta,tu:Ja'nzl-at-i/ n 
[U] politics & government (esp. of a law) legality 
based on agreement with a constitution © The Su- 
preme Court upheld the constitutionality of that law. 


HEALTH /,kan-sta'tu:-fan/ n[C usually sing] a per- 
son’s physical condition, esp. as shown by 
strength and staying well © a weak constitution 


constitutional monarchy, limited mon- 

archy n [C] politics & government a system of 
government in which a king or queen is head of 
state, but laws are made and put into effect by a 
legislature, or a country that has this system of 
government 


constrain © /kan'strein/ v [T] to limit some- 
one’s freedom, or to limit the way something de- 
velops or grows © Rising energy costs are 
constraining consumer and business spending. 


constraint © /kan'streint/ n [C] something 
that limits the range of a person’s actions or free- 
dom © In Egypt, the biggest constraint on new ag- 
ricultural production is water. 
constrained /kan'streind/ adj forced to act or 
behave in a particular way © Our opportunities are 
constrained by lack of money. 


constrict /kan'strikt/ v[I/T] to make or become 
tighter and narrower © [T] Bright sunlight constricts 
the pupil of the eye. 
constriction /kan'strik: fan/ n [C] 


construct © /kan'strakt/ v[T] 1 to build some- 
thing made of many parts © They approved funds 
to construct a new ferry terminal. 2 To construct is 
also to put together different parts to form some- 
thing new: to construct a sentence © to construct a 
new economic theory 
construction @ /kan'strak: fan/ n[U] the act or 
result of putting different things together 0 A new 
hotel is now under construction (= being built). 


constructive © /kan'strak-tiv/ adj intended 
to help someone or improve undérstanding © She 
was my most constructive critic. 


constructive interference n [C] physics 

the INTERFERENCE produced when two or more 
energy WAVES that are in PHASE (= in the same 
stages of the repeating pattern) combine to create 
a stronger wave O Compare DESTRUCTIVE INTER- 
FERENCE 


construe /kan'stru:/ v [T] to understand the 
meaning of something in a particular way © That 
comment could be construed in either of two ways. 
construction /kan'strak:fan/ n [C] fm! O The 
construction you are putting on my client's statement 
is unfair. 


consul /‘kan-sal/ n[C] a government official who 
lives in a foreign city in order to take care of the 
people from the official’s own country who are 
traveling or living there and to protect the trade 
interests of that government 
consulate /'kan-sa-lat/ n [C] the offices or build- 
ing used by a consul 
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consult © /kan'salt/ v [T] 1 to get information 
or advice from a person, esp. an expert, or to look 
at written material in order to get information © 
[T] If you don’t know the meaning of a word, consult 
a dictionary. 2 To consult is also to inform someone 
about a situation, often in order to get approval 
for an action you plan to take: [T] The committee 
will consult people in the neighborhood before mak- 
ing a recommendation. 
consultant © /kan'salt-8nt/ n[C] a person who 
is a specialist in a particular subject and whose job 
is to give advice and information to businesses, 
government organizations, etc. © The former gen- 
eral now Serves as a consultant to the Pentagon. 
consultation © / kan-sal 'ter- fan/n [C/U] 1 the 
act of exchanging information and opinions about 
something in order to reach a better understand- 
ing of it or to make a decision, or a meeting for 
this purpose © [U] We hope to work in consultation 
with Congress on how the law should be interpreted. 
2 A consultation is also a meeting with a doctor 
who is specially trained to give advice to you or 
other doctors about an illness or its treatment: [C] 
The consultation with the pathologist convinced me 
to have surgery right away. 
consultative © /kan'sal-tat-1v, 'kan-sal tert: 
1v/ adj 


consume @© /kan'su:m/ v[T] 1 to use fuel, en- 
ergy, or time, esp. in large amounts © Weekend 
shopping chores consumed much of her time. 2 To 
consume is also to eat or drink: They consume a lot 
of candy. 3 If a fire consumes something, it de- 
stroys it completely: Fire had consumed the whole 
building. 4 Someone can be said to be consumed 
by/with a feeling if that feeling is extremely strong: 
We were consumed with joy and relief, as well as 
profound gratitude. 
consumer @ /kan'su:-mar/ n[C] social studies 
someone who buys goods or services for personal 
use O consumer goods/spending © American con- 
sumers are becoming informed about the safety of 
products made for children. 
consumerism n[U] social studies protection of 
consumers against harmful products or business 
methods 


consummate /‘kan-sa-mat, kan'sam-at/ adj 
perfect; complete in every way © consummate skill 
consummate /'kan‘sa,meit/ v [T] 1 to com- 
plete © The deal was consummated with a hand- 
shake. 2 To consummate a marriage is to make it 
complete by having sex. 


consumption © /kan'sam-san/ n [U] 1 an 
amount of something that is used, or the process 
of using something, esp. so that there is less of it 
© Consumption of electricity is always higher during 
the summer months because of air-conditioning. 2 
social studies Consumption is the using of goods 
and services in an economy, or the amount of 
goods and services used. 


contact COMMUNICATION /‘kan-takt/ n [U] 
communication with someone, or with a group or 
organization © Have you kept in contact with your 
friends from college? © The pilot was always in con- 
tact with an air traffic controller. 
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= contain 
contact /'kan-teekt/ v [T] © | tried to contact him 
at his office but he was out to lunch. 


USAGE ie ae ee 
contact 


Remember to use the preposition with when 
you use the phrases make/be in/keep in/lose 
contact with someone. 
When you live abroad it’s important not to 
lose contact with friends and family at home. 
Wherryettive-abread-tt’simportant-netto 
fese-contact-te-frends-andtamily-at-home- 


TOUCH /‘kan-takt/ n [U] the touching of two ob- 
jects or surfaces © Don’t let that glue come into con- 
tact with your skin. 


HELPFUL PERSON /'kan-takt/ n [C] 1 a person 
whom you know and who may be able to help 
you in a useful way, esp. by influencing other peo- 
ple or by sharing knowledge with you © He tried 
to use his contacts to get a better job in advertising. 
2 A contact is also a person you meet: My face-to- 
face contacts outside of the office had been mostly 
hotel clerks, policemen, and waitresses. 


contact lens n[C] a small, round, curved piece 
of transparent material, esp. plastic, that fits on the 
surface of an eye to improve sight © / need new 
contact lenses. 


contagious /kan'tei-d3as/ adj 1 (of a disease) 
able to be caught by touching someone with the 
disease or something the person has touched or 
worn, or (of a person) having this type of disease 
© a highly contagious strain of flu 2 fig. Contagious 
also means moving easily from one person to an- 
other: The mood was contagious, and soon everyone 
was laughing. 


contain HAVE INSIDE /kan 'tein/ v[T] (of an ob- 
ject or area) to have an amount of something in- 
side or within it © How much liquid does this bottle 
contain? 0 Each large crate contains 12 boxes. 
container /kan'ter-nar/ n [C] a hollow object, 
such as a box or a bottle, which can be used for 
holding something esp. for the purposes of car- 
rying or storing © plastic milk containers 


USAGE DUST a ee 
contain or include? 
Use contain to talk about objects that have 
something else inside them. 

This folder contains important letters. 

This soup contains garlic and onions. 
Use include to say that something or someone 
is a part of something else but that there are 
other parts as well. 

The team includes two new players. 


The price of the ticket includes insurance and 
tax. 


INCLUDE /kan'tein/ v [T] to have as a part, or be 
equal to; include © The information contained on 
forms would be kept strictly confidential. © Each food 
serving contains 95 calories. © You could retrieve all 
files that contained certain key words. 
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containment 


CONTROL /kan 'tein/ v[T] to keep within limits; not 
to allow to spread © Medical teams were scrambling 
to contain the illness that has already killed thou- 
sands in Latin America. 
containment /kan'tein-mant/ n [U] © | think 
there are some solid things that can be done in terms 
of cost containment (= limiting the cost). © See also: 
CONTAINMENT 


containment /kan'tein-mant/ n [U] 1 the 
control or limitation of something © / think there 
are some Solid things that can be done in terms of 
cost containment (= limiting the cost). © See also: 
CONTAINMENT at 2 politics & government Con- 
tainment was also a policy of the United States and 
other countries to prevent an increase in Soviet 
influence after World War Il. 


contaminant /ken 'tzm-a-nant/ n [C] a sub- 
stance that pollutes, spoils, or poisons something 
© High levels of contaminants have been found in the 
groundwater, causing concerns about possible 
health risks to nearby neighborhoods. 


contaminate /ken 'tzem-9 ,nert/ v [T] to make 
something less pure or make it poisonous © The 
disease can be caused by a variety of viruses, bac- 
teria, and other small organisms that contaminate 
food or water. 
contaminated /kan'tzem-a,nert-ad/ adj © con- 
taminated water 
contamination /kan ,tam-a'ner fan/ n [U] 


contemplate /'kant-sm plert/ v [I/T] to spend 
time considering a possible future action, or to 
consider one particular thing for a long time in a 
serious way © [T] The owner of the team contem- 
plated moving his football club to another city. © [T] 
Sharon is contemplating going to graduate school. 
contemplation /,kant-am'pler- fan/ n [U] 


contemporary © EXISTING NOW _/kan 
‘'tem:pa,rer-i/ adj existing or happening now o 
contemporary literature/music 
contemporary @ /kan'tem-pa,rer-i/ n [C] a 
person who is the same age as you © The language 
you use with your contemporaries may not be ap- 
propriate in the classroom. 


OF THE SAME PERIOD /kan'tem:-pa,rer-i/ adj be- 
longing to the same or a stated period in the past 
O She’s been reading contemporary accounts of New 
York from the early 1900s. 
contemporary @ /kan'tem-pa,rer-i/ n [C] 
someone living during the same period as another 
© Franklin and Jefferson were contemporaries. 


contempt /kan 'temt/ n [U] a strong feeling of 
lack of respect for someone or something © They 
were bullies, and they showed contempt for everyone 
and everything. 
contemptible /kan'tem-ta-bal/ adj deserving 
blame © His behavior was contemptible. 
contemptuous /kan 'tem-tfa-was/ adj express- 
ing or feeling a lack of respect © As one of the senior 
members of the Senate, he was openly contemptuous 
of its junior members. 
contemptuously /kan'tem-tfa-wa:sli/ adv o 
He spoke contemptuously of his former boss. 


contend COMPETE /kan'tend/ v [I] to compete 
in order to win something or to achieve a position 
of leadership © The top tennis players in the world 
are contending for this title. 
contender /kan 'ten-dar/ n[C] © He is a top con- 
tender for Senate majority leader. 
contention /kan'ten-tfan/ n [U] © The big 
names slowly dropped out of contention at the tour- 
nament. © See also: CONTENTION DISAGREEMENT; 
CONTENTION OPINION 


CLAIM /kan 'tend/ v to state as the truth; claim © [+ 
that clause] | contend that a novel should tell a story 
and tell it well. 


PHRASAL VERB with contend 


econtend with something/someone to try to deal 
with a difficult situation or person © At the age of 
nine he had to contend with the death of both 
parents. 


content HAPPY /kan'tent/ adj pleased with 
your situation and not needing or desiring it to be 
better © Skating this year with a sprained ankle, he 
said he was content just to make the Olympic team. 
content /kan 'tent/ v [T] to make yourself accept 
something as satisfactory, although it could be 
better © We had to content ourselves with watching 
the sea lions from the shore. 
contented /kan'tent-ad/ adj © Our dog leads a 
happy and contented life. 
contentment /kan 'tent-mant/, content n[U] 0 
Her greatest happiness and contentment was found 
in being a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother. 


SUBJECT /'kan-tent/ n [U] 1 the subject or ideas 
contained in something written, said, created, or 
represented © academic/educational content © It’s 
easy to update the content of the Web site. 2 art 
Content is also the things represented or sug- 
gested in something written or created as art, or 
the ideas it communicates. 
contents /'kan-tents/ p/n © He went on to cite the 
contents of that report. 


AMOUNT /'kan-tent/ n [U] the amount of a partic- 
ular substance contained in something © This type 
of milk has a lower fat content. 


contention DISAGREEMENT /kan'ten-tfan/ n 
[U] disagreement resulting from opposing argu- 
ments © Their refusal to sign the treaty remains a 
source of contention between the two countries. © 
See also: CONTENTION at CONTEND COMPETE 
contentious /kan 'ten-tfas/ adj causing or likely 
to cause disagreement © a contentious subject 

OPINION /kan'ten-tfan/ n [C] an opinion ex- 
pressed in an argument © [+ that clause] It’s her 
contention that exercise is almost as important as 
diet if you want to lose weight. © See also: CONTEN- 
TION at CONTEND COMPETE 


contents /‘kan-tents/ p/ n everything that is 
contained within something © They ran through 
the apartment, pulling out the drawers of the 
bureaus, tumbling the contents on the floor. 


contest /‘kan-test/ n [C] a competition to do 
better than other people, esp. to win a prize or 
achieve a position of leadership or power © /n the 
last election, he survived a close contest against a 
political newcomer. 
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contract 


contest /kan'test/ v [T] 1 to oppose esp. in ar- 
gument © The campaign’s organizers hotly contest 
much of the criticism that has been leveled at them. 
2 To contest is also to claim that a particular action 
is not fair or is not legal: The lawyers may decide to 
contest the fine. 

contestant /kon 'tes-tant/ n [C] © She was once 
a contestant on a television quiz show. 


context © RELATED EVENTS /'kan-tekst/ n [C] 
the influences and events related to a particular 
event or situation © a historical/literary context © He 
is willing to look for solutions in the context of 
changes to the health-care system. 
contextual © /kan'teks-tfa-wal, kan-/ adj 
contextualize © /kan'teks-tfa-wa laiz, kan-/ v 
[T] © That information would help me to contextu- 
alize my kid’s performance. 


SURROUNDING WORDS /‘kan-tekst/ n [C] English 
the text or speech that comes immediately before 
and after a particular phrase or piece of text and 
that influence how it is used and what it means 
contextual © /kan 'teks-tfa-wal, kan-/ adj 
contextualize © /kan 'teks-tfa-wa,laiz, kan-/ v 


[T] 


continent /‘kant-@n-ant/ n[C] one of the seven 
large land masses on the earth’s surface, sur- 
rounded or mainly surrounded by sea © Asia and 
Africa are the two biggest continents. 
continental /,kant-®n'ent-l/ adj [not gradable] 


Continental Congress n US history one of 
several ASSEMBLIES in the 1700s of representatives 
from each of the American COLONIES in which 
they organized against the British 


continental drift n [U] earth science the 
theory that the continents were once one large 
area of land that broke apart and are now slowly 
moving away from each other » Picture: tectonic 
plate 


continental breakfast /,kant-n'ent- 
'prek-fast/ n[C] a simple breakfast that consists of 
coffee, bread or pastries, and a fruit juice 


contingent GROUP /kan'tin-d3zant/ n [C] a 
group of people representing an organization or 
country, or a part of a military force © The conser- 
vative contingent walked out of the convention when 
their plan was rejected. 

DEPENDING /kan'tin-d3ant/ adj depending on or 
influenced by something else © Buying the new 
house was contingent on selling the old one. 
contingency /kan 'tin-d3an:si/ n[C] something 
that might possibly happen in the future, usually 
causing problems or making further plans and ar- 
rangements necessary © We must prepare for all 
possible contingencies. 


continue /kan 'tin-ju:/ v [I/T] 1 to keep happen- 
ing or to keep doing something without stopping 
© [+ to infinitive] /f it continues to rain, we may have 
to cancel the outdoor concert. © [+ to infinitive] / will 
continue to say what | believe. 0 They continued hop- 
ing there would be additional survivors. 2 You can 
also continue to do something or continue doing 
something if you start to do it again after a pause: 


[T] After a break for lunch, they continued their 
discussions. 

continual /kan'tin-ja-wal/ adj [not gradable] 
happening often; repeating © There was a contin- 
ual string of formal parties, dances, and receptions. 
continually /kan 'tin-ja-wa-li/ adv © | think that 
we could get by without continually raising taxes. 
continuous /kan'tin-ja-was/ adj [not gradable] 
without a pause or break © a continuous fine of 
traffic 

continuously /kan 'tin-ja-wa-sli/ adv [not grad- 
able] © He spoke continuously for more than two 
hours. 

continuation /kan,tin-ja'wer-fan/ n [C/U] 
something that is connected to something else, or 
the state of being continued © [C] /t’s really just a 
continuation of the same street but called by a dif- 
ferent name. 

continuity /,kant-®n'u:-at-i/ n [U] the state of 
continuing over time, esp. without change or in- 
terruption © He argued that the country needed to 
maintain some continuity in foreign policy. 


WORD FAMILY continue 


Nouns continue 


discontinue 


continuation Verbs 
continuity 


continual Adverbs 


continuous 


Adjectives 


continually 
continuously 


contorted /kan'to:rt-ad/ adj twisted or bent in 
a way that does not seem natural © His face was 
contorted in anger. 


contour /'kan-tur/ n [C] the shape of a mass of 

land or other object, esp. of its surface, or the 
shape formed by its outer edge © the distinctive 
contour of Florida’s coast 


contour fine n [C] earth science a line on a 
map connecting points that have the same height 
above the surface of the earth 


contraband /‘kan-tra ,band/ n [U] goods that 
are secretly or illegally brought into or taken out 
of a country 
contraband /‘kan-tra ,baend/ adj [not gradable] 
© contraband chemicals/goods 


contraception /kan-tra'sep: fan/ n[U] meth- 
ods used to prevent pregnancy 
contraceptive /,kan-tra'sep-tiv/ n [C] a prod- 
uct, device, or pill that prevents pregnancy 
contraceptive /,kan-tra'sep-tiv/ adj [not grad- 
able] 


contract AGREEMENT /‘kan-traekt/ n[C] a legal 
document that states and explains a formal agree- 
ment between two different people or groups, or 
the agreement itself © She already has a contract 
for her next book with a publisher. 

contract /'kan-trakt, kan 'traekt/ v[T] 1 The com- 
pany had been contracted to build shelters for the 
homeless. 2 To contract out a job is to formally 
arrange for other people to do it: [M] The university 
contracts out the cleaning to a private company. 
contractual /kan'trek-tfa-wal/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © | have no other contractual obligations. — 
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contractor 


SHORTEN /koan'treekt/ v [I/T] to make or become 
shorter or narrower, or smaller © [I] When wet fibers 
dry, they contract. 
contraction /kan'traek: fan/ n [C/U] 1 a reduc- 
tion in size or amount © [C] an economic contrac- 
tion © [U] Heat differences cause rapid expansion and 
contraction of the gas. 2 A contraction is a short- 
ening of a muscle intentionally, or a sudden, un- 
expected, and often painful shortening of a 
muscle: [C] voluntary/involuntary contractions 0 [U] 
Contraction of the muscle raises your arm. © [C] Re- 
searchers think olive oil may slow stomach contrac- 
tions. 3 grammar A contraction is also a shortened 
form of a word or combination of words: [C] 
“Can't” is a contraction of “cannot.” 


BECOME ILL /kan'treekt/ v [T] to catch or become 
ill with a disease O She contracted pneumonia and 
was hospitalized. 


contractor © /‘kan ,trak-tar/ n[C] a person or 
company that arranges to supply materials or 
workers, esp. for building 


contradict © /,kan-tra'dikt/ v [T] (of people) 
to state the opposite of what someone has said, or 
of one fact or statement to be so different from 
another fact or statement that one of them must 
be wrong © Her testimony contradicted the police- 
man’s testimony, and the jury had to decide who was 
telling the truth. 
contradiction © /,kan-tra'dik-fan/ n [C/U] © 
[C] (fig.) His life was full of contradictions (= things 
that are not likely to appear together). 
contradictory © /,kan-tra'dik-ta-ri/ adj o We 
received contradictory accounts about the success of 
the military campaign. 


contralto /kan'trzl-tou/ n [C] pl contraltos a 
woman’s singing voice in the lowest range, or a 
woman with this range 


contraption /kan 'treep: fan/ n[C] an awkward 
or old-fashioned looking device or machine 


contrary © OPPOSITE /'kan ,trer-i/ n[U] a fact 
or opinion that is the opposite of one already 
stated © We expected the play to be a bore, but the 
contrary was true. 
contrary © /'kan trer-i/ adj © Most people sup- 
ported the proposal, but Liz expressed a contrary 
opinion. 

UNREASONABLE /kan'trer-i, ‘kan ,trer-i/ adj (of a 
person) intentionally wanting to disagree with and 
annoy other people © /’m in a contrary mood - | 
don’t feel like practicing today. 


IDIOM with contrary 


eon the contrary, to the contrary fm/ actually the 
opposite is true © The crime problem has not dis- 
appeared. On the contrary, it seems to be becoming 
worse again. O Experts predicted the economy would 
collapse, but, to the contrary, it continues to do ex- 
tremely well. 


contrast © /'kan ,trest/ n [C/U] 1 an easily no- 
ticed or understood difference between two or 
more things ©[U] She is quite petite, in contrast with 
her tall sister. 0 [C] Contrasts between Manhattan’s 
rich and poor astonished him. 2 art \n art and pho- 
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tographs, contrast is the difference between dark 
and light colors or dark and light areas. 
contrast @ /kan'trest, ‘kan ,treest/ v [I/T] to 
compare someone or something with another or 
others, or to show the differences between two or 
more things © [T] She contrasted Hamilton’s Fed- 
eralist ideas with the Anti-Federalist views of Thomas 
Jefferson. © [I] His aggressive style contrasts sharply 
with that of his low-key predecessor. 

contrasting © /kan'trees-tin, ‘kan ,traes-tin/ adj 
very different © The sudden changes at the political 
top have spawned two contrasting interpretations. 


contribute © /kean'trib-ju:t, -jat/ v [I/T] 1 to 
help by providing money or support, esp. when 
other people or conditions are also helping © [I] 
Tourism contributes substantially to the local econ- 
omy. 2 If you contribute something you wrote or 
created, you allow it to be published or shown 
with pieces by other people: [T] She soon began to 
contribute articles to newspapers and magazines. 
contributor © /kan 'trib-jat-ar/ n [C] a person 
who helps by giving money, or someone whose 
writing or art is published or shown with pieces by 
other people © a campaign contributor © He became 
a regular contributor to The New Yorker. 
contribution © /,kan-tra'bju:-fan/ n [C/U] 
money, support, or other help © [C] He made a 
substantial contribution to the building fund. 


WORD FAMILY contribute 


Nouns contribution Verbs contribute 


contributor 


contrite /‘kan-trait, kan ‘trait/ adj feeling regret 
and guilt for something bad that you have done © 
She seemed genuinely contrite when she apologized. 
contrition /kan 'tr1J-an/n[U] © Some of the worst 
offenders expressed contrition. 


contrive /kan 'trarv/ v [I/T] to arrange for some- 
thing to happen or be done by being smart or 
deceiving others © [I] He somehow contrived to get 
tickets for the concert. © [T] The two of them are 
contriving a plan. 
contrived /kan'trarvd/ adj too obviously de- 
signed to produce a particular result, and therefore 
not seeming to happen naturally © The movie’s plot 
was much too contrived. 


control /kan'troul/ n [C/U] 1 the ability or 
power to decide or strongly influence the partic- 
ular way in which something will happen or some- 
one will behave, or the condition of having such 
ability or power © [U] The first few months he was 
running the company, Randy didn’t really feel in con- 
trol. 0 [U] The man lost control of his car and crashed 
into a tree. © [U] The fire was out of control for nearly 
two hours before firefighters were able to get it under 
control. 2 A control is a rule or law that sets a limit 
on something: [C] She argued for tightening con- 
trols on air pollution. 
control /kan'troul/ v [T] -ll- © It’s hard to control 
your temper when you're two years old. © The tem- 
perature is controlled by a thermostat. 
controller, comptroller /kan'trou-lar/ n [C] a 
person in a business organization or government 
who is responsible for managing its finances © Per- 
kins was promoted to corporate controller. 
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convention 


controls /kan'troulz/ pi n devices that are used 
to operate a machine, vehicle, or aircraft © He was 
at the controls when the airplane crashed. 


WORD FAMILY control 


Nouns control Adjectives uncontrollable 
controls 


Verbs 
controller 
Adverbs 


control 


uncontrollably 


control tower n [C] a tall building in an air- 
port from which air traffic is watched and directed 


controversy © /‘kan-tra,v3r-si/ n [C/U] a dis- 
agreement, often a public one, that involves dif- 
ferent ideas or opinions about something © [C] 
Publication of the article unleashed a scientific con- 
troversy that raged for years. © [U] The president’s 
decisions stirred up a lot controversy. 
controversial © /,kan-tra'v3r-fal, -'v3r-siz-al/ 
adj causing or likely to cause disagreement © a con- 
troversial theory/movie 

controversially @ /,kan-tra'var-fa-li, -'v3r-siz: 
a-li/ adv 


conundrum /ka'nan-dram/_n [C] a problem 
that is difficult to deal with oO The best shows pose 
moral conundrums that are hard to solve. 


convalesce / kan-va'les/ v [!] 1 to rest in order 
to get better after an illness or operation © Dad’s 
out of the hospital and convalescing at home. 2 A 
convalescent home is a place where people go 
when they need medical care but do not need to 
be in a hospital. 
convalescence /,kan-va'les-ans/ n [C/U] the 
process or period of resting in order to get better 
after an illness or operation 
convalescent /,kan-va'les-ant/ adj [not grad- 
able] ‘ 


convection /ken'vek:fan/ n [U] science the 
flow of heat through a gas or a liquid as the hotter 
part rises and the cooler part falls 


warm water 
rises 


cool water 
falls 


CONVECTION 


convection cell n [C] earth science the cir- 
cular pattern of a gas, such as air, or a liquid, such 
as MAGMA (= melted rock under the surface of the 
earth) rising and falling as it becomes hotter and 
cooler 


convene © /kan'vi:n/ v [I/T] to meet formally 
as a group, or to arrange a meeting of people or 
groups for a serious purpose © [1] Peace talks will 
convene next month. 


convenience store n[C] a small store, often 
open for long hours, that sells popular foods and 
other products 


convenient /kan'vi:n-jant/ adj 1 suitable for 
your purposes and causing no difficulty for your 
schedule or plans © Would 3 o’clock be a convenient 
time to meet? O | shop here because it’s convenient. 
2 Convenient can also mean helpful to you but 
not completely honest: Both men suffered conve- 
nient lapses of memory while testifying. 
conveniently /kan 'vi:n-jant-li/ adv © Our house 
is conveniently located near the station. 
convenience /kan'vi:n-jans/ n [C/U] 1 [U] / en- 
joy the convenience of having my groceries delivered. 
© [U] Repairs were scheduled at the customer’s con- 
venience. 2 A convenience is also anything that is 
easy to use and makes life comfortable: [C] modern 
conveniences like a microwave oven 


SPELLING : : 
convenient 


Many people make mistakes when spelling this 
word. One way to remember the correct spell- 
ing is that the “e” of the second syllable is pro- 
nounced with a “long e” sound as in the word 
me. 


Well, 6 a.m. is not convenient for me. 


WORD FAMILY convenient 


Adjectives convenient 
inconvenient 


Nouns convenience 
inconvenience 


Verbs inconvenience Adverbs 


conveniently 


convent /'kan-vent, -vant/ n [C] a building or 
group of buildings in which NUNS (= religious 
women) live or worship 0 Compare MONASTERY 


convention © CUSTOM /kan'ven-tfan/ n[C/ 
U] 1 a way of doing something or appearing that 
is considered usual and correct © [C] literary con- 
ventions © [U] He flouted convention by wearing 
sneakers with his tuxedo. 2 grammar The accepted 
rules and practice of spelling, writing, and punc- 
tuation are conventions. 
conventional © /kan'ven-tjan-l/ adj 1 fol- 
lowing the usual practices of the past © We were 
raised in a conventional, middle-class family. © It’s a 
conventional hot-water heater (= of the usual type). 
2 Conventional weapons are not nuclear. 
conventionally © /kan'ven-tfan-*l-i/ adv o He 
was conventionally dressed in suit and tie. 


MEETING /kan'ven-tfan/ n [C] 1 a large meeting 
of a group of people who are involved in the same 
type of work or who have similar interests O the 
Dairy Association’s annual convention O a conven- 
tion of travel agents O a Star Trek convention 2 poli- 
tics & government A political convention is a 
meeting of a political party, esp. to choose some- 
one to represent it in an election for a public office: 
the Democratic/Republican national convention 
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convention center 


AGREEMENT /kan'ven-tfan/ n[C] politics & gov- 
ernment, world history a formal agreement be- 
tween countries © the Geneva Conventions © the 
United Nations Conventions on the Law of the Sea 


convention center n [C] a building or 
group of buildings where large groups of people 
gather for meetings or events 


converge /kan 'v3rd3/ v [I] to move toward the 
same point and come closer together or meet © 
Six fire trucks converged on the burning factory. 
convergence /kan'v3r-djans/ n [C/U] © [C] 
There’s a convergence of interests among the US, 
Canada, and Latin America. 
convergent /kan'v3r-dzant/ adj [not gradable] 
coming closer together or meeting 


converging lens /kan'v3rd3-1 ‘lenz/ n [C] 
physics a LENS (= curved piece of glass) that bends 
light so that it can produce an image 


conversant /kan'v3r-sant/ adj familiar with, 
having experience of, or knowing © She’s conver- 
sant with US foreign policy. © John’s conversant in 
Mandarin (= can use it in conversation.) 


conversation /,kan-var'ser:fan/ n [C/U] 1 an 
informal, usually private, talk in which two or more 
people exchange thoughts, feelings, or ideas, or 
in which news or information is given or discussed 
0 [C] We had a brief conversation Friday. © [U] The 
topic of conversation was college plans. 2 If you 
make conversation, you cause someone to talk to 
you, esp. about unimportant matters. 
conversational /,kan-var'ser-fan-9l/ adj © He 
rarely speaks in a normal conversational tone. 


conversation piece n[C] an unusual object 
that causes people to start talking 


converse © OPPOSITE /'kan ,v3rs/ n[U] the op- 
posite O However, the converse of this theory may 
also be true. 
converse © /kan'vars, 'kan ,v3rs/ adj [not grad- 
able] © Why can’t Keyes make the converse argu- 
ment about the GOP? 
conversely @ /kan'var-sli, ‘kan ,var-sli/ adv 


TALK /kan'v3rs/ v [I] to talk with someone © She 
likes to converse with people from all walks of life. 


conversely /kan'var-sli, ‘kan ,v3r-sli/ adv [not 
gradable] from a different and opposite way of 
looking at this © He was regarded either as too im- 
itative to be considered original or, conversely, as be- 
ing overly original. 


convert © /kan'vart/ v [I/T] 1 to change the 
character, appearance, or operation of something 
© [T] We converted our oil furnace to gas to save 
money. 2 Someone who is converted to something 
is persuaded to accept new preferences or beliefs: 
[1] Most of the families in the community are recent 
converts. © [T] My kids are trying to convert me to 
country music. 
convert /‘kan-vart/ n [C] someone who accepts 
a new religion or belief © The candidate won mil- 
lions of converts to his tax proposal. © Jim called him- 
self a new convert to the Republican Party. 
conversion @ /kan'var-3an/ n [C/U] © [U] Con- 
version to the metric system has been underway in 
this country for decades. 
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convertible © /ken'vart-a-bal/ n [C] 1 a car 
whose top can be folded back or removed so that 
there is no roof 2 A convertible is also a SOFA (= 
long, soft seat) that can be folded out to make a 
bed. 


convex /kan'veks, kan-; 'kan-veks/ adj curved or 
swelling out © a convex lens O Compare CONCAVE 
» Picture: lens 


convey COMMUNICATE /kan'vei/ v [T] to ex- 

press feelings, thoughts, or information to other 
people © He always conveyed a sense of genuine 
interest in his students. 


TRANSPORT /kan'vei/ v [T] to take or carry some- 
one or something to a particular place © Water 
flows into the channels and those channels convey it 
to the fields. 


conveyer belt /kan'ver-ar'belt/ n [C] a con- 
tinuous moving strip or surface that is used to 
transport objects from one place to another 


convict /kan ‘vikt/ v [I/T] to decide officially in a 
court of law that someone is guilty of a particular 
crime © [T] There might not have been enough evi- 
dence to convict him. © Opposite: ACQUIT DECIDE 
NOT GUILTY 
convict /'kan-vikt/ n [C] someone who has been 
judged guilty of a crime and is in prison as a result 
conviction /kan ‘vik: fan/ n [C/U] 0 [C] His crim- 
inal record includes convictions for robberies in sev- 
eral states. 


conviction /kan'vik:Jan/ n [C/U] a strong be- 
lief that is not likely to change, or the strong feel- 
ing that your beliefs are right © [C] He has no ability 
to communicate his convictions. © [U] His followers 
believed with varying degrees of conviction. 


convince © /kan'vins/ v [T] to cause someone 
to believe something or to do something © We 
tried to convince my grandfather to live with us. © [+ 
(that) clause] I’m convinced (that) she’s lying. 
convincing @ /kan'vin-sin/ adj © a convincing 
argument © North is a pretty convincing actor. 
convincingly @ /kan'vin-sin-li/ adv © They ar- 
gued convincingly that free markets are not always 
efficient. 


WORD FAMILY convince 


Adjectives convincing Adverbs convincingly 
Verbs 


convince 


convivial /kan'viv-i:-al/ adj pleasant and 
friendly in manner or attitude © The talks ended on 
a convivial note. 


convocation /,kan-va'ker-fan/ n[C/U] esp. Cdn 
a large, formal meeting, esp. for the ceremony at 
a university at the end of a course of study, or the 
act of arranging a large, formal meeting © [C] She 
was awarded an honorary degree at the spring 
convocation. 


convoluted /‘kan-va,lu:t-ad/ adj (esp. of ex- 
pression in speech or writing) having a complicated 
structure and therefore difficult to understand 0 a 
convoluted story/speech/plot 
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convoy /‘kan-vo1/ n [C] a group of ships or ve- 
hicles that travel together, esp. for protection © a 
convoy of supply ships 


convulse /kan ‘vals/ v [I/T] to shake violently, or 
to cause someone to shake without control © [I] 
The audience convulsed with laughter. 
convulsion /kan ‘val: Jan/ n[C usually pl] a shak- 
ing movement of the body that cannot be con- 
trolled, often caused by illness © The syndrome 
brought on convulsions. 
convulsive /kan'val-siv/ adj © convulsive laugh- 
ter/sobs 


coo /ku:/ v [I] coos, pres. part. cooing, past cooed 
(esp. of some birds, such as PIGEONS) to make a 
low, soft call, or (of people) to speak in a soft, gen- 
tle way O My baby gazed back at me and cooed. 


cook /kuk/ v [I/T] to prepare food by heating it in 
a particular way, or (of food) to be prepared in this 
way © [T] /‘ll cook the steaks on the grill. © [1] Who’s 
cooking tonight, you or me? © [I] The potatoes are 
cooking. 
cook /kuk/ n[C] © He’s an excellent cook. 
cooking /'kuk-1n/ n [U] 1 the skill or activity of 
preparing and heating food to be eaten Oo My 
mother always hated cooking. 2 Cooking can also 
refer to a particular style of preparing food: 
Southern/Italian cooking 


WORD FAMILY cook 


Nouns cook Verbs cook 


cooking 


PHRASAL VERBS with cook 


*cook up something PREPARE FOOD [M] to cook 
food, esp. for others © | know this place where they 
cook up a nice steak. 

ecook up something INVENT SOMETHING [M] 
infml to invent something using your imagination 
and sometimes dishonestly © /’d like to find out who 
cooked up this scheme. 


cookbook /‘kuk-buk/ n [C] a book containing 
detailed information on how to prepare and cook 
different foods 


cookie FOOD /‘kuk:i/ n [C] a sweet, usually 
round, flat cake © She served chocolate chip/oat- 
meal/peanut butter cookies for dessert. 

PERSON /‘kuk-i/ n [C] slang a person © She’s one 
tough cookie. 


cookout /‘kuk-aut/ n [C] a meal cooked and 
eaten outside, often with a group of people 


cool COLD /ku:!/ adj [-er/-est only] slightly cold; 
of a low temperature © a cool evening/breeze © Ce- 
reals should be stored in a cool, dry place. 
cool /ku:l/ v [I/T] to lose heat or cause someone 
or something to lose heat © [I] Remove the pie from 
the oven and let it cool for 30 minutes. © [I/T] He 
jumped into the pool to cool (himself) off. 
cool /ku:I/ n[U] © He loved the cool (= slight cold- 
ness) of the early morning. 
cooler /'ku:-lar/ n[C] a container used for keep- 
ing food and drinks cold © a cooler full of water 
coolness /'ku:!-nas/ n [U] © There’s a slight cool- 
ness in the air. 


UNFRIENDLY /ku:1/ adj [-er/-est only] unfriendly or 
not showing affection or interest in something or 
someone © “Well, that’s just too bad,” Bill replied in 
a cool tone. 
coolly /'ku:l-li/ adv © She responded coolly to his 
suggestion of dinner and a movie. 
coolness /'ku:l-nas/ n [U] © Grace had felt some 
coolness between them. 


CALM /ku:l/ adj [-er/-est only] calm and not anxious 
or frightened © What’s needed now is calm, cool 
thinking. © He made a cool assessment of the 
situation. 
cool /ku:l/ n [U] infm! the ability to stay calm and 
not get upset or angry © He’s gone swimming with 
sharks without losing his cool. 
coolness /'kul-nas/ n [U] © She’s known for her 
coolness under pressure on the tennis court. 
cool /ku:1/ v [I/T] to (cause to) become calm or 
weaker in feeling © [I] We need to allow time for 
tempers to cool. © [T] | wish Casey would cool his 
enthusiasm for video games. 


GOOD /ku:1!/ adj [-er/-est only] infm! 1 excellent; very 
good 0 /t’s way cool to see you again! 2 Cool is also 
used to show agreement with or acceptance of 
what someone says: “He wants to come with us.” 
’Gool.” 

COLORS /ku:l/ adj art (of colors) not very bright or 
dark, and esp. containing green, blue, or gray 


WORD FAMILY cool 


Nouns cool 
cooler 
coolness 


Adjectives cool 
Verbs cool 
Adverbs 


coolly 


IDIOM with cool 


¢cool it slang to become calmer © The two of you 
need to cool it, or Ill call the cops. O USAGE: Used 
to tell someone to do this. 


PHRASAL VERBS with cool 


ecool down EXERCISE to continue to exercise 
gently to prevent injury after you have done more 
difficult exercises O After you've cooled down from 
a hard run, you should refuel as soon as you can. 
«cool (someone) down/off CONTROL ANGER [M] 
to stop feeling angry, or cause someone to stop 
feeling angry © She hoped that keeping the boys 
apart for a few hours might cool them down. 


COOP /ku:p, kup/ n[C] a cage where small animals 
and birds are kept © a chicken coop 


CO-OP /'kou-ap/ n [C] short form of COOPERATIVE 


cooped up /‘ku:p'tap, ‘kup-/ adj kept inside, 
or kept in a place that is too small © / hate being 
cooped up in the house all day long. 


cooperate © /kou'ap:a,reit/ v [I] to act or 
work together for a shared purpose, or to help will- 
ingly when asked © The company promised to co- 
operate fully with the law-enforcement authorities. © 
He refused to cooperate. 
cooperation © /kou,ap:a'rer-fan/ n [U] © 
Without the cooperation of local residents, this movie 
could not have been made. , 
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cooperative @ /kou'ap-a-rat-1v/ adj O It was a 
cooperative effort. 
cooperatively @ /kou'ap-a-rat-iv-li/ adv 


cooperative © /kou 'ap-a-rat-1v/, short form co- 
op n [C] 1 a company owned and managed by 
the people who work in it © a farmers’ cooperative 
2 A cooperative is also an apartment building in 
which ownership is shared by all the people living 
in it. 
cooperative @) /kou 'ap-a-rat-1v/ adj [not grad- 
able] © farm cooperative organizations O a cooper- 
ative day care center 


co-opt /kou'apt, 'kou-apt/ v [T] 1 to persuade 
someone who criticizes or disagrees with you to 
join your group so that the person can no longer 
oppose you 0 The president co-opted journalists by 
inviting them to private dinners in the White House. 
2 To co-opt is also to claim something as your own 
when it was really created by others: Republicans 
said the Democrats had co-opted their plan for tax 
reform. 


coordinate © BRING TOGETHER /kou's:rd- 
9n ,e1t/ v[T] to make various, separate things work 
together © Voluntary organizations will need to co- 
ordinate their efforts to help the homeless. © Patients 
learn how to coordinate movements of their arms 
and legs. 
coordination © /kou ,2:rd-9n'er-fan/ n [U] 1 
the activity of organizing separate things so that 
they work together © We need better coordination 
between state and local authorities. 2 Coordination 
is also the ability to make all the parts of your body 
work together © Your child’s improved hand-eye co- 
ordination will enable him to make a tower out of at 
least two blocks. 
coordinated @ /kou'sird-®n ,ert-ad/ adj able 
to move in a very easy and controlled way, espe- 
cially when playing sports or dancing 
coordinator © /kou's:rd-9n,ert-ar/ n [C] © 
Mrs. Steed is the Atlanta area coordinator for an in- 
ternational diabetes study. 


NUMBER /kou's:rd-?n-at/ n [C] mathematics a 
number along one AXIS (= line) of a COORDINATE 
PLANE (= region formed by two number lines) 


coordinate plane n [C] mathematics a re- 
gion formed by a horizontal number line and a 
vertical number line that meet at their zero points 


cop /kap/ n [C] infmi a police officer 


cope /koup/ v [I] to deal with problems or diffi- 

culties, esp. with a degree of success © Inside 
homes, many residents coped with broken glass and 
collapsed walls and chimneys. © Victims cope with 
feelings of anxiety, pain, anger, and fear. 


copier /kap-i:: ar/ n[C] a machine to make copies 
of pages with printing, writing, or drawing on 
them; a PHOTOCOPIER 


copilot /‘kou ,par-lat/, co-pilot n [C] a second PI- 
LOT (= person who flies an aircraft) in an aircraft, 
who helps the pilot who is in charge 


COpious /'kou-pi:-as/ adj [not gradable] in large 
amounts, more than enough © She took copious 
notes, filling page after page. 


cop-out /‘kap-aut/, cop out n [C] slang a way or 
an excuse to avoid responsibility or to avoid doing 
something © A plea of temporary insanity is a cop- 
out and should not be allowed, he said. 


copper METAL /'kap-ar/ n [U] a soft, red-brown 
metal, used mostly in electrical equipment and for 
making wire and coins 

COLOR /'kap-ar/ adj, n[U] (of) a bright red-brown 
color 


copter /'kap-tar/ n [C] short form of HELICOPTER 


copulate /'kap_ja leit/ v [I] to have sex 
copulation /,kap-ja'ler-fan/ n [U] 


copy PRODUCE /‘kap-i/ v [T] to produce some- 
thing that is exactly like another thing, or to do 
something meant to be like someone or some- 
thing else O The design was copied from a 19th- 
century wallpaper. © He copied the file onto a 
diskette. 
copy /'kap-i/ n[C] 1 | always keep copies of letters 
| have written. O Please make two copies of this. 2A 
copy is also a single unit of something produced 
in large numbers, usually for sale: | had a copy of 
her latest CD somewhere. © We ordered ten copies 
of the book. 


TEXT /'kap-i/ n[U] text that is to be printed, or text 
that is used to sell a product © She writes advertising 


copy. 


copycat /‘kap-i: ,kaet/ adj [not gradable] done to 
copy someone or something 


copyright /‘kap:-i: ,rait/, n [C/U] the legal right 
to control all use of an original work, such as a 
book, play, movie, or piece of music, for a partic- 
ular period of time 


coral /‘ko:r-al, ‘kar-/ n [U] a hard substance 
formed in the sea from masses of shells of very 
small sea animals, usually orange or red in color 


cord THIN ROPE /k2:rd/ n[C] a length of twisted 
threads or fibers © She pulled the cord of the Vene- 
tian blinds to raise them and let in the sun. 


WIRE /ko:rd/ n [C] a length of covered wire that 
connects electrical equipment to an electrical sup- 
ply or to other equipment © an electric cord O a 
telephone cord 
cordless /'ko:rd-las/ adj (of a device) operated 
without a wire connected to an electrical supply 
by using electricity produced by a BATTERY © a 
cordless phone 


cordial /'ko:r-d3al/ adj friendly or pleasant © a 
cordial greeting/smile © cordial relations 


cordon /‘ko:rd-8n/ n[C] a line of police, soldiers, 
vehicles, etc., positioned around an area to guard 
it or to close it off 


PHRASAL VERB with cordon 


ecordon off something [M] to close an area to 
people and vehicles © The building was cordoned 
off and only employees with building IDs could enter. 


corduroy /'k2:rd-a,ra1/ n[U] a thick, cotton ma- 
terial woven with raised parallel lines on the out- 
side, used esp. for jackets and pants 
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203 corporation 


core © CENTER /ko:r, kour/ n[C] 1 the center or 
most important part of something © Farmers 
formed the core of traditional party support. © Safety 
concerns are at the core of the new federal policies. 
2 earth science The core of the earth is its center, 
made up of a liquid inner core and a solid outer 
core. > Picture: earth 
core @ /kour/ adj [not gradable] central; basic © 
We want to appeal to our core supporters without 
turning off undecided voters. © The notion of love is 
one of the core values of our civilization. © We have 
to concentrate on the core business, management 
said. 


FRUIT /kour/ n [C] the hard, central part of some 
fruits, such as apples, which contains the seeds 
core @ /koa:r, kour/ v [T] to remove the core of 
fruit 


Coriolis effect /ko:r-i:'ou-las 1,fekt/ n [U] 
earth science the effect of the earth’s turning on 
the direction of the wind, which is to the right in 
the Northern Hemisphere and to the left in the 
Southern Hemisphere 


cork /k:rk/ n[C/U] a light material obtained from 
the BARK (= outer layer) of a tree, or a small, soft 
cylinder of this material that is pushed into the top 
of a bottle to close it © [C] The waiter took the cork 
out of the bottle. 


corkscrew /'ko:rk-skru:/ n[C] a device for pull- 
ing a CORK out of a bottle 


corn FOOD /k>:rn/ n[U] a tall plant grown for its 

whole yellow or white seeds which are eaten 
cooked, made into flour, or fed to animals © Let’s 
pick up a half dozen ears of corn for supper. 


SKIN /ko:rn/ n[C] a small, often painful area of hard 
skin that forms on the foot, esp. on the toes 


corn bread, cornbread /'ko:rn-bred/ n [U] 
sweet bread made from CORNMEAL 


cornea /ko:r'ni:-a/ n [C] the transparent cover- 
ing of the eye that protects the front of it 


corned beef /ko:rnd'bi:f/ n [U] BEEF (= meat 
from cattle) that has been preserved in salted wa- 
ter and spices 


corner /‘ko:r-nar/ n [C] 1 the point or angle 
formed when two lines or surfaces meet © the cor- 
ner of a table © We could put that chair in the far 
corner of the room. 2 A corner is also a place where 
two streets meet: /‘l/ meet you at the corner of Pine 
and Market at 7:30. 3 A corner can also be a part 
or area of a place: They lived in a remote corner of 
Wyoming. 
corner /'ko:r-nar/ v [I/T] to force a person or ani- 
mal into a place or situation from which there is 
no escape © [T] After a chase, the police cornered 
him in a hallway. 


IDIOM with corner 


ecorner the market to control the available sup- 
ply of a type of product or the ability to sell it © 
The company quickly cornered the market on desktop 
software products. 


cornerstone STONEIN BUILDING /'ko:r-nar 
,stoun/ n[C] a large stone near the base of a build- 


ing where two walls meet, often giving informa- 
tion about the building and sometimes put in 
position with a ceremony © A large group of officials 
attended a cornerstone laying at that new plant. 


MOST IMPORTANT PART /'ko:r-nar,stoun/ n [C] 
something of great importance on which every- 
thing else depends © Funds for the school system 
were the cornerstone of his budget proposal. © All the 
parties to the dispute agree that ready access to the 
law is a cornerstone of democracy. 


cornfield /‘ko:rn-fi:ld/ n [C] a field used for 
growing corn 


corn flakes p/ na breakfast food of small, dry 
pieces of crushed corn, often served with milk and 
sugar 


cornice /'k:r-nas/ n [C] a decorative border of 
wood or stone at the edge of the ceiling of a room 
or under the roof of a building 


cornmeal /‘ko:rn-mi:l/ n [U] yellow or white 
flour made from corn 


corn on the cob n [U] the tube shaped part 
of corn with its sweet yellow or white KERNELS (= 
seeds) left on it, served as a cooked vegetable 


cornrow /'ko:rn-rou/ n [C] one of a number of 
Strips of hair that have been twisted close to the 
head in thin rows 


cornstarch /'ko:rn-start{/ n [U] a flour made 
from corn, used in cooking for making liquids 
thicker 


corn syrup n [U] a sweet, thick liquid made 
from corn, used in making food © Maple syrup is 
often mixed with corn syrup to make commercial 
sweeteners. 


corny /'ko:r-ni/ adj infmi emotional and obvious 
from having been used too often © /t sounds corny, 
but when | get to the beach | feel like a kid again. 


coronary /‘ko:r-a,ner-i, 'kar-/ adj [not gradable] 
medical relating to the BLOOD VESSELS (= tubes car- 
rying blood) around the heart, or to the heart and 
diseases of the heart © coronary artery/heart disease 
© the hospital coronary care unit 
coronary /'ko:r-a,ner-i, ‘kar-/ n [C] a HEART 
ATTACK 


coronation / ko:r-a'ner fan, ,kar-/ n [C] a cer- 
emony at which a person is made king or queen 


coroner /'ko:r-a-nar, 'kar-/ n [C] an official who 
examines the causes of a person’s death, esp. if it 
was violent or unexpected 


corporal /'ko:r-pral, -pa-ral/ n [C] a person in 
the military of low rank, below a SERGEANT 


corporal punishment /‘ko:r-pral'‘pan-if- 
moant, -pa-ral-/ n[C] physical punishment, esp. by 
hitting with the hand or with a stick 


corporation © /,ko:r-pa'rer fan/, abbreviation 
Corp. n [C] an organization, esp. a business, that 
has a legally separate existence from the people 
who run it © multinational corporations © She was 
elected to the board of directors of the corporation. 
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corps 204 


corporate @ /'ko:r-pa-rat/ adj © corporate fi- 
nance/law 


Corps /ko:r, kour/ n[C] p! corps 1 a group of peo- 
ple who work together in a particular activity © The 
diplomatic corps in Washington includes represen- 
tatives of most of the countries in the world. 2 A 
corps is also a military unit or a special part of a 
country’s military forces: the Marine Corps 


corpse /ko:rps/ n [C] a dead body, esp. of a 
human 


corpulent /'ko:r-pja-lant/ adj fmi fat © a corpu- 
lent man 


corpus /'ks:r-pas/ n [C] p/ corpora a collection 
of written and spoken language used in the study 
of language and in writing dictionaries 


corpuscle /'k>:r pas-al/ n [C] any of the red or 
white cells in the blood 


corral /ka'rel/ n [C] an area surrounded by a 
fence for keeping horses or cattle 
corral /ka'reel/ v [T] -Il- © A couple of cowboys cor- 
ralled the horses. © (fig.) The party has to learn how 
to corral younger voters if it wants to win the next 
election. 


correct /ka'rekt/ adj in agreement with the true 
facts or with a generally accepted standard © It’s 
your responsibility to see that your tax return is cor- 
rect. © Do you have the correct time? © “Did you 
testify that you recognized this man?” “That's 
correct.” 
correct /ka'rekt/ v [T] to show or fix what is 
wrong; make right O He knew she was mistaken but 
made no effort to correct her. © It is the policy of this 
newspaper to correct errors of fact that appear in its 
news columns. © Doctors can now use laser surgery 
to correct certain eye problems. 
correctly /ka'rek-tli/ adv © Have | pronounced 
your name correctly? 
correction /ka'rek-fan/ n [C/U] a change to 
make something right or correct, or the act of 
making such changes © [C] | made a number of 
corrections to the manuscript. © [U] Several errors in 
this report need correction. 
corrective /ka'rek-tiv/ adj fmi intended to im- 
prove something or make it right © Corrective mea- 
sures must be taken at once. 
correctness /ka'rekt-nas/ n [U] 


USAGE) 9°30 ART eT 
correct or right? 
Correct means “accurate” or “without mis- 
takes.” 

All the details were correct. 


Right is another word for correct. It also means 
“suitable” or “morally acceptable.” 


She was careful to choose the right word. 
You have to do what you think is right. 


Remember that correct does not mean 
“good.” 


The hotel was cheap but good. 
The-hotetwas-cheap-but-eorrect: 


WORD FAMILY correct 


Nouns Adjectives correct 
incorrect 


corrective 


correction 
correctness 
corrections 


Adverbs Verbs correct 


correctly 
incorrectly 


WORD CHOICES correct 9 


Instead of “correct,” the word right is often 
used. 
All his answers were right. 
If something is correct because there are no 
mistakes, you can use the adjective accurate. 
Her novel is an accurate reflection of life in 
Spain. 
The adjectives exact and precise can be used 
when something is exactly correct in every 
small detail. 
“I still owe you $7.00, don’t |?” “Actually, it’s 
$7.30 to be exact.” 
We still don’t know the precise details of what 
happened. 


corrections /ka'rek-: fanz/ p/n the government 
system responsible for people who have commit- 
ted crimes © corrections officers © the department of 
corrections 


correlation /,koir-9'let-fan, ,kar-/ n [C] a con- 
nection between two or more things © There is a 
proven correlation between educational level and 
income. 
correlate /‘ko:r-a,leit, 'kar-/ v [I/T] © [T] The 
study found that weather conditions were not cor- 
related with joint pain. 


correspond @ BE SIMILAR /,k>:r-9'spand, ,kar-/ 
v [I] to be similar or the same in some way © Her 
version of that meeting does not correspond with 
what | remember (= | remember it differently). 
corresponding @ /,k>:r-a'span-din, ,kar-/ adj 
[not gradable] © Income was up compared to the 
corresponding (= similar) period last year. 
correspondingly © / ko:r-9'span-dinli, kar-/ 
adv 

WRITE /,ko:r-a'spand, ,kar-/ v [I] to exchange let- 
ters O | corresponded with him when he was at 
school. © We correspond by e-mail. 
correspondence © / ko:r-a'span-dans, ,kar-/ 
n [U] letters written from one person to another, 
or the activity of writing and receiving letters © She 
was behind in her correspondence, and had at least 
six letters to write. 
correspondent /,ko:r-a'span-dant, ,kar-/ n [C] 
© Willa was not a good correspondent, and often 
didn’t write for months. 


correspondent /,ko:r-9'span-dant, ,kar-/ 1 
[C] a person employed by a newspaper, magazine, 
television station, etc., to report news on a partic- 
ular subject or from a place that is far away © He 
works as a correspondent in Moscow. 


corresponding angles p/n geometry two 
equal angles on the same side of a line that crosses 
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cost 


two parallel lines and on the same side of each 
parallel line > Picture: angle 


corresponding sides p/ n geometry sides 
of two or more POLYGONS (= flat shapes) that are 
matched so they can be compared 


corridor PASSAGE Pk oreediter, Skar-n-e.do:rfan 
[C] a long passage in a building, ship, or train, esp. 
with rooms on one or both side © The bathroom is 
at the end of the corridor. 

REGION /‘ko:r-ad-ar, 'kar-, -a,da:r/ n [C] a long, 
narrow region between two or more large cities, 
or an area along a busy road © the Boston to Wash- 
ington corridor © the Route 28 corridor 


corroborate /ka'rab-9,rert/ v [T] to add infor- 
mation in support of an idea, opinion, or state- 
ment © Recent research seems to corroborate the 
theory. 

corroboration /ka,rab-a'rer-fan/ n [U] © She 
accused him without corroboration of any kind. 


corrode /ksa'roud/ v [I/T] to destroy or be de- 
stroyed, esp. by acid or RUST, usually over a long 
period of time © [T] Rain water corroded the metal 
pipes. 
corrosion /ka'rou-3an/ n [U] © These alloys pro- 
tect against corrosion. 
corrosive /ka'rou-siv, -z1v/ adj © highly corrosive 
acid 


corrugated /‘k»:r-a,geit-ad, ‘kar-/ adj [not 
gradable] (esp. of sheets of iron and cardboard) 
having parallel rows of folds that look like a series 
of waves when seen from the edge © corrugated 
tin/cardboard 


corrupt /ka'rapt/ adj 1 dishonest and willing to 
use your position or power to your own advan- 
tage, esp. for money © It’s been called the most 
politically corrupt city in the nation. 2 Corrupt also 
means bad: Your philosophy ts corrupt. 

corrupt /ka'rapt/ v[T] 1 Power corrupts, and ab- 
solute power corrupts absolutely. © Don’t let your 
friends corrupt you (= have a bad moral influence 
on you). 2 If information in a computer is cor- 
rupted, it is damaged and can no longer be used. 
corruption /ka'rap-fan/ n [U] © political 
corruption 


corsage /ko:r'saz, -'sad3/ n[C] a small group of 
flowers that a woman pins to her clothes near her 
chest or wears on her wrist, usually for a special 
occasion 


corset /'k>:r-sat/ n[C] a tight piece of underwear 
made from elastic material, worn in the past on 
the middle part of a woman’s body to make her 
waist appear smaller 


cortege /ks:'te3/ n [C] a slowly moving line of 
people or cars at a funeral 


cortisone /‘koirt-2,zoun, -,soun/ n [U] a HOR- 
MONE (= chemical produced by some organs of 
the body) that is used medically, esp. for treating 
painful joints and skin problems 


cosecant /kou 'si: ,keent, -kant/ n[C] trigonom- 
etry a FUNCTION (= mathematical relation) of an 
angle that is the RECIPROCAL (= number) of SINE 


cosine /'kou-sain/, abbreviation cos n [C] trigo- 
nometry in a triangle that has one angle of 90°, 
the RATIO (= relationship) of the length of the side 
next to an angle less than 90°, divided by the 
length of the HYPOTENUSE (= the side opposite the 
90° angle) 


cosmetic /kaz'met-1k/ adj (esp. of changes and 
improvements) intended to improve the appear- 
ance of something without changing its basic 
structure; SUPERFICIAL O Whether the change is 
more cosmetic than concrete is a matter of opinion. 


cosmetics /kaz'met-1ks/ p/n substances put on 
the face or body that are intended to improve its 
appearance or quality © Some women spend a for- 
tune on cosmetics. 


cosmetic surgery n [C/U] any medical 
operation that is intended to improve someone’s 
appearance rather than someone’s health 


cosmonaut /'kaz-ma,no:t, -,nat/ n [C] a Soviet 
or Russian ASTRONAUT (= a person trained to go 
into space) 


cosmopolitan / kaz-ma'pal-at-2n/ adj con- 
taining people and things from many different 
parts of the world, or having experience of many 
different places and things © a cosmopolitan city © 
Gwen’s a very cosmopolitan young woman. 


Cosmos /‘kaz-mas, -mous/ n [U] the universe 
considered as a system with an order and pattern 
cosmic /'kaz-mik/ adj 1 of or relating to the cos- 
mos rather than to the earth alone © cosmic dust/ 
rays 2 infml Cosmic also means very great: a 
disaster of cosmic proportions 


cost MONEY /ko:st/ n [C/U] 1 the amount of 
money needed to buy, do, or make something, or 
an amount spent for something © [C] Education 
costs continue to rise. 0 [U] Most computers come 
with software included at no extra cost. © [U] The 
area has both high-cost and low-cost housing. 2 law 
Costs is the money given to a person who wins a 
legal case to pay for the cost of taking the matter 
to a law court. 
cost /ko:st/ v[T] past cost © The trip will cost (you) 
$1000. © It costs a lot to buy a house these days. 
costly /'ko:s-tli/ adj expensive © This procedure 
can be very costly. 

SOMETHING GIVEN /ko:st/ n [U] that which is 
given, needed, or lost in order to obtain some- 
thing © The fire cost 14 people their lives. 
cost /ko:st/ v[T] past cost © If you give hima chance 
to hit the ball, it could cost you the ballgame. 
costly /'ko:s-tli/ adj © Her costly mistake allowed 
the opponents to score. 


IDIOMS with cost 


eat any cost, at all costs no matter what dangers 
or difficulties are involved © We realized we had to 
fight the lawsuit at any cost. 

eat cost without a profit © We bought the furniture 
at cost from a friend who works in the furniture 
business. 

*cost (someone) an arm and a leg to be very ex- 
pensive © The repair work cost an arm and a leg. 


dz jump | j yes | I little | 9m hm | ®n cotton | n sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 6 this | t{ choose | 3 measure 


costar 


costar /'kou-star/ n[C] a famous actor appearing 
with one or more other famous actors in a film or 
a play 
costar /'kou:star, 'kou'star/ v [I/T] -rr- © [I] Berg- 
man and Bogart costarred in “Casablanca.” 


cost-effective adj providing good value for 
the amount paid © It’s not cost-effective to heat the 
whole building if only three people are working here. 


cost of living n[U] the amount of money that 

a person needs to buy food, housing, and other 
basic things © The cost of living is lower in the 
Midwest. 


costume /‘kas:tu:m, -tfu:m/ n [C/U] 1 a set of 
clothes worn in order to look like someone else, 
esp. for a party or as part of an entertainment © 
[C] a clown costume 2 A costume is also the set of 
clothes typical of a particular country or period of 
history: [U] The dancers dressed in national costume. 


costume jewelry n [C/U] jewelry that is not 
expensive or is made from artificial jewels 


cot /kat/ n [C] a narrow bed made of strong ma- 
terial attached to a frame, esp. one that can be 
folded and easily carried 


cotangent /kou'ten-dgant/ n [C] trigonome- 
try a FUNCTION (= mathematical relation) of an an- 
gle that is the RECIPROCAL (= number) of TANGENT 


cottage /‘kat-1d3/ n [C] a small house, usually 
away from a city or town 


cottage cheese / kat-id3'tfi:z/ n [U] soft, 
white cheese made from sour milk 


cotton /‘kat:?n/ n[U] thread or cloth made from 
the fiber surrounding the seeds of a tall plant, or 
these fibers themselves © a cotton shirt/dress 


cotton ball a small ball of cotton fibers used 
esp. for cleaning the skin 


cotton candy n [Uj a large, soft ball of sugar 
that has been spun in a special machine to form 
long fibers which are collected on a stick 


cottonwood /‘kat-2n wud/ n [C] a type of 
POPLAR tree that grows in North America and pro- 
duces seeds with soft, white fibers that look like 
cotton 


cotyledon / kak-4l'i:d-°n/ n[C] biology a type 
of leaf that is part of the developing plant inside a 
seed and that either stores food or grows from the 
seed to produce food 


couch SEAT /kavt{/ n[C] a piece of furniture with 
a back and usually arms, that two or more people 
can sit on at once; a SOFA 


EXPRESS /kautf/ v[T] to express something in a par- 
ticular way, esp. in order not to upset or anger the 
person addressed © They want to couch their re- 
sponse in diplomatic, not threatening, terms. 


couch potato n[C] infmia person who sits and 
watches a lot of television and does not have an 
active life 


cougar /‘ku:-gar/, mountain lion, puma, pan- 
ther n [C] a large, brown, wild cat found in North 
and South America 


cough /ko:f/ v [I] to force air out of your lungs 
through your throat with a short, loud sound © The 
smoke from the bonfire made me cough. © (fig.) The 
car engine coughed a few times, but wouldn’t start. 
cough /ko:f/ n [C] © a dry cough O There are lots 
of coughs and colds going around this winter. 


PHRASAL VERBS with cough 


¢cough up something FORCE OUT LIQUID [M] to 
force liquid out of your lungs © She coughed up a 
lot of phlegm. 

¢cough up something PAY [M] infm/ to produce or 
give something unwillingly, esp. money © | had to 
cough up $85 for a parking fine. 


cough drop n [C] a hard piece of candy that 
you suck so that you will cough less 


cough syrup n [U] a liquid that you take to 
help stop coughing 


could CAN /kud, ked/ past simple of CAN © You 
said we could watch television when we finished our 
homework. © When I was younger | could stay up all 
night and then go to work. 


ASK PERMISSION /kud, kad/ modal verb could used 
as a more polite form of can when asking for per- 
mission © Could I speak to Mr. Harley, please? 


REQUEST /kud, kad/ modal verb could used as a 
more polite form of can when making a request © 
Could you lend me $5? 


BE POSSIBLE /kud, kad/ modal verb used to express 
possibility, esp. slight or uncertain possibility O A 
lot of these problems could be prevented. © It could 
be days before we hear from her. © | could have been 
an actor. 


SUGGEST /kud, kad/ modal verb could used for 
making a suggestion © We could go to the movies. 


SHOULD /kud, kad/ modal verb could used for say- 
ing what you think someone else should do © You 
could try to look a little more enthusiastic. 


IDIOMS with could 


ecould care less not care at all © Most fans could 
care less about how players behave off the field. 
ecould have died infm! felt very embarrassed © | 
could have died when my friends saw me shopping 
for clothes with my mom. 

ecould use, could do with to need or want some- 
thing © | could use some help over here! © You could 
do with a haircut. 


couldn't /‘kud-@nt/ contraction of could not o 
Couldn't you leave on Saturday instead? 


IDIOMS with couldn’t 


ecouldn’t agree more to strongly agree © Bob 
Says it’s the government's fault, and | couldn't agree 
more. 

ecouldn’t care less to not care at all oO / couldn’t 
care less if he doesn’t want to talk to me. 


could ve /'kud-av, kad-av/ contraction of could 
have 0 It could’ve been anybody. 


coulomb /‘ku: Jam, -,loum/, abbreviation C n [C] 
chemistry, physics a unit of measurement for elec- 
tric CHARGE, representing the charge carried by 
one AMPERE (= unit of electric current) in one 
second 
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counter 


— SEE eS 


council /‘kaun-sal/ n [C] a group of people 
elected or chosen to make decisions or give advice 
on a particular subject, to represent a particular 
group of people, or to run a particular organiza- 
tion o the UN Security Council © The council is being 
pressured to approve the plan. 

councilor, councillor /'kaun-sa-lar/ n [C] an 
elected member of a local government 


councilman /‘koun-sal-man/ n [C] pi-men a 
man who is an elected member of a local 
government 


councilwomani /‘koun-sal,wum-en/_n [C] pl 
-women a woman who is an elected member of a 
local government 


counsel /'kaun-sal/ v [T] -I-, -ll- to give advice, 
esp. on social or personal problems © He was coun- 
seling athletes not to take steroids. 

counsel /'kaun-sal/ n [U] fm! 1 The president 
sought counsel from his advisers. 2 law Counsel is 
one or more of the lawyers taking part in a case or 
legally representing a person or organization: Ma- 
loney skipped the meeting on the advice of counsel. 
counselor, counsellor /'kaun-sa-lar/ n [C] 1 a 
person whose job is to provide advice, help, or en- 
couragement © a marriage/guidance counselor 0 a 
camp counselor 2 law Counselor is used to address 
a lawyer: Good afternoon, counselor. » Usage: law- 
yer, counsel, or attorney? at LAWYER 


count CALCULATE /kaunt/ v [I/T] to say the 
names of numbers one after the other in order, or 
to calculate the number of units in a group © [I] By 
the time | count to three, you’d better be in bed. © 
[T] The teachers counted the students as they 
boarded the bus. © [T] There'll be eight for dinner, 
counting (= including) us. © [+ question word] Can 
you count how many pencils are left? 
count /kaunt/ n [C/U] a calculation, esp. a sci- 
entific one, of the number of units in a group © a 
low blood count © [C] We need a count of the num- 
ber of e-mail inquiries. 

CONSIDER /kaunt/ v [I/T] to consider or be consid- 
ered as O [T] He counts Lucy as one of his closest 
friends. © [I] Does homework count toward my 
grade? 

VALUE /kaunt/ v [I] to have value or importance © 
I’ve always believed that happiness counts more than 
money. 

CRIME /kaunt/ n [C] law a separate item included in 
a criminal accusation against someone © She was 
found guilty on two counts of fraud. 


OPINION /kaunt/ n [C usually pl] a statement of 
belief in a discussion or argument © | think you're 
wrong on all counts. 


WORD FAMILY count 


Nouns count 
recount 


Adjectives countabie 


uncountable 


countless 


Verbs count 


recount 


IDIOMS with count 


edon’t count your chickens before they hatch 
you should not make plans that depend on some- 


thing good happening before you know that it has 
actually happened © She wanted to buy a dress in 
case someone asked her to the dance, but | told her 
not to count her chickens before they hatched. 

eon the count of something after counting to a 
particular number © On the count of three, run. 


PHRASAL VERBS with count 


ecount (something) against someone/something 
to have a negative effect on someone or some- 
thing © Parking tickets don’t count against your driv- 
ing record. 

¢count down to count backwards to zero © She 
counts down the top 10 music videos every week. © 
Related noun: COUNTDOWN 

«count someone in infmi to include someone in an 
activity or plan © “We're going to the ballgame — 
want to come?” “Sure, count me in.” 

ecount on someone/something to depend on 
someone or expect something © You can always 
count on Michael in a crisis. 0 She didn’t count on 
rain, and didn’t bring an umbrella. 

¢count out something SEPARATE ITEMS to count 
each item in a group one at a time © She pulled out 
her wallet and slowly counted out what money she 
had. 

ecount someone out OMIT infm! to not include 
someone in an activity © “Who’s coming swim- 
ming?” “Count me out — it’s too cold.” 


countable noun /‘kaunt-a-bal/ n [C] gram- 
mar a noun that has both a singular and a plural 
form and names something that can be counted 
because there can be one or more of it © “Book” 
and “decision” are both countable nouns. © USAGE: 
Countable nouns are marked [C] in this dictionary. 
© Compare UNCOUNTABLE NOUN 


countdown /‘kaunt-daun/ n [C] an act of 

counting backwards to zero, esp. before sending 
a Spacecraft into space or before the start of an 
important event © The countdown to Tuesday’s pri- 
mary elections has begun. © Related verb: COUNT 
DOWN 


countenance FACE /‘kaunt:®n-ans/ n [C/U] 
literature the appearance or expression of some- 
one’s face © [C] Her countenance masked her 
feelings. 


APPROVE OF /'kaunt:?n-ans/ v[T] to find an activity 
acceptable; to approve of or give support to some- 
thing © This school will not countenance lateness. 


counter SURFACE /‘kaunt-ar/ n[C] 1 along, flat, 
narrow surface in a store, bank, restaurant, etc., at 
which people are served © He sat down at the 
counter of the diner and ordered a cup of coffee. 2 A 
counter is also a flat surface in a kitchen on which 
food can be prepared. 


OPPOSE /‘kaunt-ar/ v [I/T] to react to something 
with an opposing opinion or action; to defend 
yourself against something © [T] To counter the in- 
accuracies in the movie, researchers used computer 
models to project climate changes. 
counter /‘kaunt-ar/ adv [not gradable] 0 David’s 
decision to drop out of school to write plays ran 
counter to (= was directly opposite to) his parent’s 
expectations. 
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counteract 


counteract / kaunt-a'rakt/ v [T] to reduce or 
remove the effect of something by producing an 
opposite effect O The tax must be adjusted upward 
to counteract inflation. 


counterattack /‘kaunt-9-ra ,taek/ n[C] an at- 
tack intended to stop or oppose an attack by an 
enemy or competitor 
counterattack /'kaunt-a-ra,taek/ v [I] © Faced 
with a lawsuit for negligence, he counterattacked by 
filing charges against his accusers. 


counterclockwise / kaunt-ar'klak ,watz/ adj, 
adv [not gradable] (moving around) in a direction 
opposite to that of the HANDS (= long narrow parts 
that move) of a clock or watch © Compare CLOCK- 
WISE at CLOCK 


counterfeit /‘kaunt-ar fit/ adj [not gradable] 
copied exactly in order to make someone believe 
that the copy is the original © A lot of brand-name 
merchandise sold on the streets is counterfeit. 
counterfeit /‘kaunt-ar ,fit/ n[C] © The bank said 
this $100 bill was a counterfeit. 
counterfeit /‘kaunt-ar fit/ v [T] © They were ac- 
cused of counterfeiting credit cards and selling them. 


counterpart /‘kaunt-ar ,part/ n[C] a person or 
thing that has the same position or purpose as an- 
other person or thing in a different place or orga- 
nization © The president will meet with his Brazilian 
counterpart tomorrow. 


counterproductive / kaunt-ar-pro'dak-tiv/ 
adj having an effect that is the opposite of what 
you intend or desire © As a way to improve traffic, 
widening roads can be counterproductive, as it may 
just encourage more people to drive. 


counterterrorism, counter-terrorism/,kaunt: 
ar'ter-a,r1z-am/n [U] action intended to prevent vi- 
olence for political purposes © The city has less than 
10 officers assigned to counter-terrorism. © Counter- 
terrorism experts concede that the threat is real. 


countless /‘kaunt-las/ adj [not gradable] very 
many; too many to be counted © Countless times 
when | needed someone to talk to, she would listen. 


country POLITICAL UNIT /‘kan-tri/ n[C] an area 
of land that forms an independent political unit 
with its own government; a nation considered esp. 
as a place © Cuba is my native country, but | now 
live in Florida. 


USAGE > © ea eee 
country, land, nation, or state? 


Country is the most general of these words. It 
usually means an area of land with its own gov- 
ernment and people. 

China, Japan, and other countries in Asia 
Nation is used to talk about a country, espe- 
cially when you mean the people or the culture 
of that country. 

The whole nation celebrated the 100th 

anniversary of independence. 
State is used to talk about a country as a po- 
litical or official area. The US and some other 
countries are divided into political units that 
are also called states. 
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Belgium became an independent state in 
1830. 

Mexico is divided into 31 states. 

the state of Florida 
Land means an area of ground, especially 
when used for farming or building. It can also 
be used to mean a country, but this is a literary 
usage. 

We bought some land to build a house on. 

He told stories of distant lands. 


NATURAL LAND /'kan:tri/ n [U] land that is not in 
towns, cities, or industrial areas and is either used 
for farming or left in its natural condition © I’m 
spending next weekend in the country with a friend. 


country and western, short form country 
abbreviation C&W n [C] a style of popular music 
based on traditional music of the western and 
southern US 


country club n [C) a private social and sports 
organization in the countryside, open only to its 
members and their guests 


countryman /‘kan-tri:-man/, female country- 
woman /'kan-tri:,woum-an/ n [C] p/ countrymen, 
countrywomen a person from your own country 


countryside /‘kan-tri: satd/ n [U] land not in 
towns, cities, or industrial areas which is either 
used for farming or left in its natural condition © 
Much of Connecticut’s countryside is dotted with 
large estates and horse farms. >» Usage: nature, the 
environment, or the countryside? at NATURE LIFE 


county /‘kaunt-i/ n [C] the largest political divi- 
sion of most states in the US © Texas is divided into 
254 counties. 


coup /ku:/ n (C] pi coups an unexpectedly suc- 
cessful achievement © /t was quite a coup for her to 
get an interview with the First Lady. 


coup d état / ku: der'ta/, short form coup n[C] 
pl coups d’état sudden defeat of a government 
through illegal force by a small group, often a mili- 
tary one 


couple © SOME /'kap-al/ n [U] two or a few 
things that are similar or the same, or two or a few 
people who are in some way connected © I’m pack- 
ing a couple of sweaters in case it gets cold. 


TWO PEOPLE /'kap-al/ n [C] two people who are 
married or who spend a lot of time together esp. 
in a romantic relationship © We’re having two cou- 
ples over for dinner. 


PHRASAL VERB with couple 


e couple something with something @ to consider 
one thing along with or in addition to something 
else O The new city tax, coupled with Social Security 
deductions, will take a huge bite out of everybody’s 
paycheck. 


couplet /‘kap-lat/ n [C] literature a pair of lines 
in a poem, esp. when connected by rhythm, 
RHYME (= words that end with the same sound), 
or meaning 
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cover 


COUPOR /'ku:-pan, ‘kju:-/ n [C] a piece of paper 
that you can use to buy a product or service at a 
reduced price or to get it free, or to get informa- 
tion © Send in this coupon with your name and ad- 
dress for a free travel brochure. © You can collect 
points from the soda bottles and use them to get 
discount coupons. 


courage /'k3r-1d3, 'ka-rid3/ n [U] the ability to 
control fear and to be willing to deal with some- 
thing that is dangerous, difficult, or unpleasant © 
He lacked the courage to tax the American people to 
pay for his Great Society programs. © It took me sev- 
eral months to get up the courage to ask her to lunch. 
courageous /ka're1-d3as/ adj O She showed her- 
self to be a courageous journalist. 


courier /‘kur-i:-ar, 'k3r-i:-, ‘ka-rit-/.n [C] a person 
who carries messages or documents for someone 
else 


course DIRECTION /ko:rs, kours/ n [C] the par- 
ticular path something such as an aircraft or ship 
takes as it moves, or the path along which a river 
flows © A southern course will take our flight over 
Texas. © The ship was blown off course (= away 
from its course) in the storm. 


DEVELOPMENT /ko:rs, kours/ n[C] the often grad- 
ual development of something, or the way some- 
thing happens, or a way of doing something © He 
always chats with waiters and waitresses and be- 
comes their best friends during the course of dinner. 


CLASSES /ko:rs, kours/ n [C] a set of classes in a 
subject at a school or university © He taught a 
course in film history at Harvard University. 


SPORTS AREA /ko:rs, kours/ n [C] an area used for 
a sports event © a golf course 


MEAL /ko:rs, kours/ n [C] a part of a meal served 
separately from the other parts O the meat course 


IDIOMS with course 


eof course yes, certainly © “May | use your tele- 
phone?” “Of course, go right ahead.” 

eof course not definitely no or definitely not o 
“The pie is delicious! Do you mind if | have a second 
helping? ” “Of course not, I’m glad you like it.” 


court LAW /ko:rt, kourt/ n [C/U] 1 the place 
where trials and other legal cases happen © [U] He 
is bringing charges against us and said, “I‘ll see you 
in court.” O [U] The newspaper agreed to settle the 
case out of court (= agreed to a deal that avoided 
a trial). 2 The court is the judge or judges who are 
in charge of the way a legal case happens and 
sometimes make decisions about it. 


SPORTS /ko:rt, kourt/ n[C] a rectangular area used 
as the playing area in some sports © a racquetball/ 
tennis court 


PLEASE /ko:rt, kourt/ v [T] to try to please someone 
in the hope of receiving that person’s support, ap- 
proval, or affection, or to try to get something that 
benefits you © Both candidates had been courting 
independent voters, who are likely to decide the 
election. 
courtship /'ko:rt:fip, 'kourt-/ n [C/U] dated the 
period in which two people have a romantic rela- 
tionship that often leads to marriage © [C] They 
were married in 1923 after a long courtship. 


RISK /ko:rt, kourt/ v[T] to increase the risk of some- 
thing bad happening © /f you hire people who are 
not very sharp or creative, you're courting disaster. 


courteous /ka3rt-i:-as/ adj polite and showing 
respect © The ticket clerk was courteous and helpful. 


courtesy /'k3rt-a-si/ n [C/U] polite behavior, or 
a polite action 0 [U] They should teach drivers to 
show pedestrians some courtesy. 


IDIOM with courtesy 


ecourtesy of someone from someone as a gift © 
We got these gift certificates for nothing, courtesy of 
two local businesses. O USAGE: Used to say who 
gave you something that you would usually have 
to pay for. 


courthouse /‘ks:rt-haus, ‘kourt-/ n[C] a build- 
ing that contains rooms where trials and other le- 
gal cases happen © a county courthouse 


court-martial /‘koirt mar: fal, 'kourt-/ n[C] pl 
courts-martial, court-martials a military court, or 
a trial in a military court, that judges members of 
the armed forces 
court-martial /'ko:rt ,mar- fal, 'kourt-/ v[T] © He 
was court-martialed for leaving his post without 
permission. 


courtroom /'ko:rt-ru:m, ‘kourt-, -rum/n[C]a 
usually large room where trials and other legal 
cases happen 


courtyard /‘ko:rt-jard, ‘kourt-/ n [C] an area of 
flat ground outside and partly or completely sur- 
rounded by one or more buildings © Entrance to 
the apartment building is through a_ central 
courtyard. 


cousin /‘kaz-an/ n[C] a child of a person’s aunt 
or uncle 


covalent bond /kou'ver-lant 'band/ n [C] a 
CHEMICAL BOND in which two atoms share one or 
more pairs of ELECTRONS, which hold them 
together 


cove /kouv/ n [C] a curved part of a coast that 
partly encloses an area of water; a small BAY 


covenant /‘kav-a-nant/ n [C] a formal agree- 
ment between countries, organizations, or people 


cover PLACE OVER /'kav-or/ v [T] 1 to put or 
spread something over something, or to lie on the 
surface of something © Once the rice comes to a 
boil, turn down the flame and cover the pot. © She 
covered the child with a blanket. 2 |f something cov- 
ers an area of a particular size, it is equal to an area 
of that size: Grand Canyon National Park covers over 
a million acres. 
cover /'kav-ar/ n[C] 1 something that is placed 
over something, often for protection, or that lies 
over something else to form a layer © | keep my 
computer printer under a plastic cover. 2 The cover 
of a book or magazine is the stiff, outside part of 
it, usually made of thick paper or cardboard. 3 A 
cover is also a layer of a material used to keep a 
person in bed warm: [pl] On cold days, she pulled 
the covers up to her chin. ji 
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coveralls 


TRAVEL /'kav-ar/ v[T] to travel a particular distance 
© We covered 600 miles in the last two days. © (fig.) 
Her lecture covered a lot of ground, from Renaissance 
art to modern art. 


INCLUDE /'kav-ar/ v [T] to deal with or include 
someone or something © The travel guide covers all 
the museums and historic places. 


REPORT /'kav-ar/ v [T] to report or write about a 
particular subject for a newspaper, magazine, tele- 
vision, or radio © Harold covers sports for the Times, 
and Joan covers real-estate developments. 
coverage /'kav-a-rid3/ n [U] © The TV station is 
trying to improve its coverage of local news. 

BE ENOUGH /'kav-ar/ v[T] to be enough money to 
pay for © Will $750 cover your expenses? 


PROTECT /'kav-ar/ v [T] to protect someone or 
something from financial loss, damage, accident, 
or having something stolen; to INSURE © Our car 
insurance covers us up to $250,000 for personal 
injury. 

coverage /'kav-a-rid3/ n[U] © I’ve got $50,000 
worth of coverage for the contents of my house. 

SHELTER /'kav-ar/ n [U] shelter or protection, esp. 
in a dangerous situation © Folks heard the storm 
was coming and took cover. 

DO SOMEONE’S JOB /'kav-ar/ v [I always + adv/ 
prep] to do someone else’s job or duty when that 
person is absent © [T] Could you cover the phones 
while I’m away from the office? 


WORD FAMILY cover 


Nouns Verbs cover 


uncover 


cover 
coverage 


Adjectives undercover 


IDIOMS with cover 


ecover (all) the bases to do everything necessary 
to be sure that something is successful © | think I’ve 
covered all the bases — | called everyone, ordered the 
food, and bought some decorations. 

e(from) cover to cover read all the way through 
from the beginning to the end © | read that book 
from cover to cover in one day. 

¢cover your tracks to do things that hide your ac- 
tivities from other people, so that they cannot find 
out what you have been doing © He transferred 
money illegally into his own account, and then tried 
to cover his tracks by destroying the computer 
records. 


PHRASAL VERBS with cover 


ecover for someone/something to provide an ex- 
cuse for someone, or an explanation for some- 
thing that has gone wrong © She would cover for 
her brothers when they came in late. 

ecover up (something) [M] to keep something un- 
pleasant or illegal secret or hidden © He accused 
the police of covering up for each other. © They’re 
trying to cover up the truth. © Related noun: 
COVERUP 


coveralls /'kav-a,railz/ pi na type of clothing 
made in one piece that cover and protect most of 
the body and are worn for doing dirty work 


cover charge n [C] a charge added to the 
amount that a customer pays for food and drink 
in a restaurant or NIGHTCLUB to pay for service or 
entertainment 


covered wagon n [C] a large vehicle with 
four wheels and a high, covered frame which is 
pulled by horses or other animals, used in the past 
to transport people and goods to the western part 
of the US 


cover story n[C] a report or article connected 
with the picture on the front of a magazine 


covert /'kou-vart, kou'v3rt/ adj hidden or secret 
© covert military operations O Opposite: OVERT 


coverup /‘kav-a,rap/ n [C] an attempt to pre- 
vent the public from discovering information 
about a serious crime or mistake © I’m convinced 
there was an intentional coverup, that officials ha- 
ven't told all they know about what happened. © 
Related verb: COVER UP 


coveted /‘kav-at-ad/ adj strongly desired by 
many © The Caldecott Medal is a coveted children’s 
book award. 


Cow ANIMAL /kau/ n [C] 1 the adult female of 
cattle that is kept on a farm to produce milk or 
meat 2 A cow is also any of other large female, 
adult mammals, such as ELEPHANTS or WHALES. 


FRIGHTEN /kau/ v [T] to frighten or control some- 
one by using threats or violence © The dictator has 
succeeded in cowing his public opponents into near 
silence. 


coward /‘kau-ard/ n [C] disapproving person who 
is not brave, is easily frightened, or tries to avoid 
danger or difficulties © A coward is someone who 
sends you a nasty letter without signing it. 
cowardly /'kau-ard-li/ adj [not gradable] disap- 
proving ° a cowardly act 


cowardice /'kau-ard-as/ n [U] disapproving the 
condition of lacking bravery, being easily fright- 
ened, or being eager to avoid danger 


cowboy /'kau-bo1/, female cowgirl /'kau-garl/ n 
[C] a person employed to take care of cattle, who 
usually rides a horse 


cowboy hat n [C] a hat with a wide, curved 
BRIM (= bottom part) 


cower /'kau-ar, kaur/ v [I] to bend down or move 
backward with your head down because you are 
frightened © The dog cowered in the corner, realiz- 
ing she’d done something wrong. 


co-worker, coworker /'kou ,war-kar/ n [C] a 
person working with another worker, esp. as a 
partner or one who helps 


coy /k21/ adj [-er/-est only] acting shy, uncertain, 
or unwilling to say much, often in order to increase 
interest in something by keeping back information 
about it © Mcintyre is coy about his future in football. 
coyly /'kor-li/ adv [not gradable] © She smiled 


coyly. 
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craft 


coyote /kal'out:i, 'kai-out/ n [C] a wild animal 
related to dogs that lives in parts of North America, 
esp. in the west 


cozy /'kou:zi/ adj comfortable, pleasant, and in- 
viting, esp. (of a room or building) because small 
and warm 


PHRASAL VERB with cozy 


*cozy up (to someone) to be very friendly to 
someone with the hope of getting an advantage 
© Opponents say he has a record of cozying up to 
polluters and accepting their campaign donations. 


CPA rn [C] abbreviation for CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANT 


CPR n [U] abbreviation for cardiopulmonary resus- 
citation (= medical actions performed in an emer- 
gency to make the heart and lungs begin to work 
again) 


crab /krzb/ n [C/U] a sea animal that has five 
pairs of legs and a round, flat body covered by a 
shell, or its flesh eaten as food 


crack DAMAGE /krzek/ v [I/T] to damage some- 
thing by causing thin lines or spaces to appear on 
its surface; break slightly © [I] The concrete on the 
front of the building had begun to crack. © [T] The 
X-ray showed that she had cracked a bone in her 
foot. 
crack /kreek/ n [C] 1 a thin line or space in the 
surface of something, usually a sign of damage © 
A series of cracks developed in the road surface. 2 A 
crack is also a narrow space: She opened the door 
a crack. 
cracked /krzekt/ adj © cracked bathroom tiles 

HIT SOMETHING /krzek/ v[T always + adv/prep] to 
hit something hard © He fell backward, his head 
cracking against a tree. 

OPEN /kraek/ v[T] 1 to break something open, esp. 
in order to reach or use what is inside © He cracked 
three eggs into a mixing bowl. 2 |f you crack a CODE 
(= message in symbols), you discover what it 
means. 

MAKE A NOISE /krzek/ v [I/T] to make a sudden, 
sharp noise or to cause something to make such a 
noise © [I] All around us the lightning was cracking. 
crack /kraek/ n [C] © Then we heard the crack of 
Jones’s bat as he hit a three-run homer. 

LOSE CONTROL /krzek/ v [I] to weaken and become 
less able to think in a reasonable way, esp. because 
of anxiety or fear © In spite of intense questioning 
for over eight hours, she never cracked. 

ATTEMPT /kraek/ n[C] an attempt; a try 0 /'ve never 
tried to cook this before, but | thought I'd have a 
crack at it. 

SKILLFUL /krzek/ adj [not gradable] skillful; expert © 
The man’s a crack technician. 

JOKE /kraek/ v[T] to make a joke or amusing remark 
O Jerry’s always cracking jokes. 
crack /kraek/ n[C] a joking remark that is critical 
of someone or slightly insulting © She’s always 
making cracks about how much | eat. 


IDIOMS with crack 


ecrack a joke to tell a joke © / cracked a few jokes 
to try to cheer everyone up. 

ecrack a smile to smile slightly 0 The coach cracked 
a smile, but didn’t say anything. 

ecrack the whip to act with authority to make 
someone work harder © /’m going to have to crack 
the whip to get these kids to study more before finals. 
¢not all it’s cracked up to be, not everything/ 
what it’s cracked up to be to not be as good as 
people have said © This software isn’t all it’s cracked 
up to be. 


PHRASAL VERBS with crack 


ecrack down to take strong action to stop some- 
thing © The law limits engine idling to four minutes, 
but there aren't enough police officers to crack down 
on the problem. 0 Related noun: CRACKDOWN 
ecrack up (someone) [M] slang to laugh with great 
enthusiasm, or to cause someone to laugh in this 
way © The stories they told cracked me up. 


crackdown /'krek-daun/ n[C] an action by an 
authority to stop something © The government is 
calling for a crackdown on drivers who speed through 
red lights. 0 Related verb: CRACK DOWN 


cracker /‘krek-ar/ n [C] a hard, dry, thin piece 
of baked bread 


cracking /‘kraek-1n/ n[U] chemistrya process in 
which large molecules of a HYDROCARBON are bro- 
ken down into smaller molecules 


crackle /‘krak-al/ v [I] to make a set of short, 
sharp sounds © The fire spread to an evergreen tree, 
which crackled with flames. 
crackle /'krzek-al/ n [C] © the crackle of a radio 
broadcast 


crack of dawn n [U] the early part of the 
morning when the sun first appears 


crackpot /‘krek-pat/ n [C] infm! a crazy or 
strange person 0 They obviously think we’re a bunch 
of crackpots. 


cradle BED /‘kreid-*l/ n [C] a small bed for a 
baby, esp. one with raised sides that can be 
pushed gently so that it moves from side to side 

SUPPORT /'‘kreid-*l/ v[T] to hold someone or some- 
thing gently © Joe cradled his cup of coffee and be- 
gan to speak. 


IDIOM with cradle 


ethe cradle of something the place or society 
where something began 9° Philadelphia is known as 
the cradle of American democracy. 


craft SKILL /kreft/ n [C/U] skill in knowing how 
to do or make something, or a job or activity need- 
ing such skill © [U] He talked about the craft of writ- 
ing popular fiction. 0 [C] | love to do all kinds of crafts 
and sewing. 
craft /krzeft/ v [T] © The speech was well crafted (= 
made with skill). 

TRANSPORT /krzeft/ n[C] p/ craft a boat, aircraft, or 
spacecraft , 
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craftsman 


craftsman /‘krzf-sman/, female craftswoman 
/'kreef swum-an/ n [C] pl craftsmen, crafts- 
women a person who is skilled in doing or making 
something 
craftsmanship /‘kref-sman,fip/ n [U] skill at 
making things, or the skill with which something 
was made or done © The craftsmanship of the Tif- 
fany lamp was superb. 


crafty /‘kreef-ti/ adj skillful in argument but likely 
to be dishonest © a crafty lawyer 


craggy /‘kreg-i/ adj rough and having many 
rocks © a craggy shoreline © (fig.) His craggy (= at- 
tractively rough) features seemed at last to relax. 


cram FORCE /krzem/ v [T always + adv/prep] 
-mm- to force something into a small space, or to 
fillan area with people © Six children were crammed 
into the back of the car. 

LEARN QUICKLY /krzem/ v [I] -mm- to try to learn 
a lot very quickly before an exam © She’s cramming 
for her history exam. 


cramp /kremp/ n [C] a sudden, painful tight- 
ening of a muscle © stomach cramps © a foot cramp 


cramped /krzemt/ adj [not gradable] limited in 
the freedom to move because there is not enough 
space O He managed to get a bed in a cramped stu- 
dent apartment. 


cranberry /'krzn ber-i, -ba-ri/ n [C] a small, 
round red fruit with a sour taste, used esp. to make 
juice and sauce 


crane MACHINE /krein/ n [C] a large machine 
with a long, movable part to which is fixed CABLES 
(= strong wires) for lifting and moving heavy 
objects 

BIRD /krein/ n[C] a large water bird with long, thin 
legs and a long neck 

STRETCH /krein/ v [I/T] to stretch in order to look 
at something © [I/T] We were all craning (our necks) 
to get a glimpse of the movie star. 


crank PERSON /krzegk/ n [C] a person who has 
strange ideas and behaves in strange ways © He 
just seemed like a harmless crank to me. 


HANDLE /kraenk/ n[C] a handle or bar ona machine 
that you can turn to make another part turn 


PHRASAL VERBS with crank 


¢crank out something [M] infmi to produce some- 
thing in large amounts, like a machine does © She 
cranks out two new books a year. 

¢crank up something [M] infmi to increase some- 
thing, esp. the sound of a radio, television, or 
STEREO © The kids cranked up the volume on the 
stereo. © The pressure to succeed in school has been 
cranked up a notch. 


cranky /'krzeq-ki/ adj easily annoyed and angry 


crap /krzp/ n [U] infm! something that is bad or 
worthless; nonsense © She thinks that most of 
what's on television now is crap. 
crappy /'kreep-i/ adj [-er/-est only] infmi sick © He 
said he was feeling really crappy. 


crash ACCIDENT /kref/ n [C] a serious accident 
in which one or more cars, trucks, or other vehicles 
hit something, or in which an aircraft hits the 
ground or another aircraft © She was killed in an 
airplane crash in 1983. 
crash /kre f/ v[I/T] © [I] The plane crashed into the 
mountainside, killing all aboard. 


NOISE /krzf/ n[C] a loud noise that sounds as if it 
is caused by something violently breaking apart or 
hitting something else © There was a loud crash, 
and we rushed over to see what had fallen. 
crash /kref/ v [always + adv/prep] 1 to fall or hit 
something in a noisy or violent way © [I] All the 
dishes the waitress was carrying crashed to the floor. 
2 To crash is also to move in a noisy or violent way: 
[I] A big black bear came crashing through the 
underbrush. 

FAILURE /krzf/ n [C] a sudden loss of value of in- 
vestments, or a failure of a business 
crash /kra{J/ v [I] 1 When the market crashed, ev- 
eryone lost money. 2 If a computer crashes, it sud- 
denly stops operating. 

NOT INVITED /kraef/ v [T] infmi to go to a party or 
other event without an invitation © Some guys tried 
to crash the party but they weren't allowed in. 

SLEEP /krzef/ v [I] slang to sleep, or to stay at a place 
to sleep temporarily © | was so tired after work, | 
crashed on the sofa. 


QUICK /krzf/ adj infm! 1 involving great effort to 
achieve a lot quickly 2 A crash diet is a way of 
losing body weight quickly by eating very little. 


crash course n[C] 1 a short period of instruc- 
tion in which much is learned about a subject 2 A 
crash course is also an experience that is difficult 
or unexpected but provides new and useful infor- 
mation: To prepare for his role in the movie, he took 
a crash course in doing farm chores like plowing fields 
and shearing sheep. 


crass /kres/ adj[-er/-est only] offensive in manner 
or style © | don’t know anyone who would speak in 
such a crass manner. 


crate /krert/ n [C] a large wooden box, used esp. 
for packing, storing, or sending things © The 
wooden shipping crates were unloaded at the dock. 


crater /'krert-or/ n [C] 1 earth science a large 
hole in the top of a VOLCANO (= mountain made 
from liquid rock) 2 A crater is also a large hole 
made by something hitting the ground with force: 
The meteorite left a crater six feet deep. 


crave /krerv/ v [T] to desire something strongly © 
The neglected kids just crave attention. 
craving /'kret-vin/ n [C] a strong or uncontrol- 
lable desire © We had a craving for zucchini bread. 


crawfish /‘kro:-f1f/, crayfish /‘krer-fif/ n [C/U] a 
small animal similar to a LOBSTER, that lives in riv- 
ers and streams, or its flesh eaten as food 


crawl MOVE /kro:I/ v [I] to move slowly with the 
body stretched out along the ground or (of a hu- 
man) on hands and knees © a caterpillar crawling 
in the grass © The child crawled across the floor. © 
(fig.) The train crawled slowly through the night. 
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credentials 


crawl /kro:I/ n [C usually sing] © Traffic slowed to 
a crawl (= a very slow speed). 


SWIMMING /kro:I/ n [U] a way of swimming fast by 
lying with your chest down, kicking your legs, and 
raising first one arm then the other out of the wa- 
ter to move yourself forward 


IDIOM with crawl 


ecrawling with something covered with or full of 
something © The jungle was crawling with insects. 
© The Internet is crawling with sports fans. 


crawl space n [C] a space in a part of a house, 
esp. under the bottom floor, that is not high 
enough for a person to stand in 


crayon /‘kret-an, -,an/ n [C] a small stick of col- 
ored wax used for drawing or writing © a box of 
crayons 


craze /kreiz/ n[(C usually sing] an activity, style, 
or fashion that is very popular, usually for a short 
time © Cycling shorts were the craze that year. 


crazed /kreizd/ adj [not gradable] behaving 
wildly © His baseball glove is among the objects 
crazed collectors want to buy. 


crazy /'krei-zi/ adj 1 very strange or foolish © 
She's the craziest person I’ve ever met. © [+ to infin- 
itive] You're crazy to rent the place without seeing it 
first. 2 Crazy can mean mentally ill. 3 Crazy can 
also mean behaving in a strange way esp. because 
of stress, as if you are mentally ill: The constant 
whine of the machine nearly drove (= made) me 
crazy. © | think she’ll go (= become) crazy if she 
doesn’t take a vacation soon. 
crazy /‘kret-zi/ n[C usually pl] infmia person who 
acts in a strange or threatening way, esp. one who 
is mentally ill © Are we talking about a bunch of 
crazies or about a legitimate military force? 
crazily /'kret-za-li/ adv [not gradable] 
craziness /'krer-zi:-nas/ n [U] 


IDIOM with crazy 


ecrazy about someone/something to like someone 
or something very much © | was crazy about base- 
ball when I was seven. © He’s crazy about my sister. 


creak /kri:k/ v [I] to make a high noise, usually 
caused by a stiff material such as wood or metal 
that is made to move slightly © The old floorboards 
creaked when | walked across the floor. © He heard 
a prison cell door creak open and slam shut. 
creak /kri:k/ n [C] 
creaky /‘kri:-ki/ adj © a creaky elevator 


cream LIQUID /kri:m/ n [UJ] 1 the thick, yellow- 
white liquid that forms on the top of milk © Do you 
take cream in your coffee? 2 Cream is also a pale 
yellow-white color. 3 Cream also refers to any of 
various foods that contain cream or that are 
smooth like cream: cream of chicken soup © choco- 
late cream pie 
creamy /'kri:-mi/ adj thick and smooth, like 
cream 


THICK SUBSTANCE /kri:m/ n (UJ a thick, smooth 
substance that you put on your skin to keep it soft 
or to treat it medically © a facial cream 


IDIOM with cream 


ethe cream of the crop the best of a group of 
similar things or people © The medical school’s 
graduates are considered to be the cream of the crop 
and can get jobs wherever they want to. 


cream cheese rn [U] a type of soft, white 
cheese 


crease /kri:s/ n [C] a line or mark made on ma- 
terial by folding or pressing it, or a line in a per- 
son’s skin, esp. in the face © There were tiny creases 
in her eye shadow. 
crease /kri:s/ v [I/T] © [T] A frown creased Mr. 
Cuna’s boyish face. 


create © /kri:'ert/ v [T] to cause something to 
exist, or to make something new or imaginative © 
He created some of the most magnificent works of 
art ever made. © The new hotel is expected to create 
200 jobs. 

creation © /kri:'er-fan/ n [C/U] 1 [U] Huge 
amounts of money went into the creation of a new 
highway. 2 In the Bible, (the) Creation is the mak- 
ing of the world by God. 3 A creation is something 
that is made: [C] The fashion magazine had photos 
of the latest Paris creations. 

creator @ /kri:'ert-ar/ n[C] 1 a person who cre- 
ates something 2 God is sometimes called the 
Creator. 


WORD FAMILY create 
Adjectives creative 
Verbs 

Adverbs 


Nouns creation 


creativity 
creator 


create 


creatively 


creative © /kri:'eit-1v/ adj [not gradable] pro- 
ducing or using original and unusual ideas © a cre- 
ative designer/person © creative talents 
creativity © / kri:-er'tiv-at-i, ,kri:-a-/ n [U] the 
ability to produce original and unusual ideas, or to 
make something new or imaginative 
creatively © /kri:'ert-iv-li/ adv [not gradable] 


creature /‘kri:-tfar/ n[C] 1 any living thing, esp. 
an animal 2 A creature can be a person when an 
opinion is being expressed about them: /t seems 
clear to me that people are creatures of emotion. 


IDIOM with creature 


«creature of habit someone who always wants to 
do the same things in the same way © /’m a crea- 
ture of habit — | don’t really like trying new foods. 


creature comfort n [C usually pl] any of the 
things that make life pleasant, such as warmth, 
good food, and a comfortable home 


creche /kref/ n [C] a model of the people and 
animals present at the birth of Jesus, used as a dec- 
oration at Christmas 


credence /‘kri:d-®ns/ n [U] fm acceptance, sup- 
port, or belief that something is true © I’ve heard 
rumors over the years, but | never gave them any 
credence whatsoever. 


credentials /kri'den-t{alz/ p/n documents that 
state the abilities and experience of a person and 
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show that the person is qualified for a particular 
job or activity © | got my teaching credentials from 
San Jose State. 


credible /‘kred-9-bal/ adj able to be believed or 
trusted © Investigators found no credible evidence of 
a crime. 
credibly /'kred-a-bli/ adv © The show credibly 
deals with topical issues. 
credibility /,kred-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] © Once his lies 
were revealed, he lost all credibility as a leader. 


WORD FAMILY credible 
Nouns 
Adverbs 


credibility | Adjectives incredible 
credible 


incredulous 


incredibly 


credit @ PAYMENTLATER /'kred-at/ n [U] a 
method of buying goods or services that allows 
you to pay for them in the future © We bought our 
sofa on credit. © The bank offers small businesses 
credit. 
creditor @ /‘kred-at-ar/ n [C] a country, orga- 
nization, or person to whom money is owed © He’s 
trying to earn enough to pay off his creditors. 0 Com- 
pare DEBTOR at DEBT 


PRAISE /'kred-at/ n [C/U] praise or approval, esp. 
to recognize achievement © [U] You have to give 
him credit for being so honest. © [U] How can he take 
credit for work he didn’t do? 


MONEY AVAILABLE /'kred-at/ n[C/U] 1 an amount 
of money available to you because you paid for 
something earlier, or a record of this money © [C] 
We returned the clothes and got a store credit. 2 A 
credit is also an amount of money you do not have 
to pay: [C] a tax credit © Opposite: DEBIT 
credit /'kred-at/ v [T] © /ll be glad to credit your 
account for the items you returned. 


BELIEVE /'kred-at/ v [T] to believe or trust some- 
thing that may not be true © /f you can credit what 
the doctor says, the illness isn’t serious. 
creditable /'kred-at-a-bal/ adj © She gave a cred- 
itable performance of a woman in love. 

COURSE UNIT /'‘kred-at/ n [C] a unit of measure- 
ment of the value contributed by an educational 
course to a college degree © Comparative religion 
is a three-credit course. 


IDIOMS with credit 


ea credit to someone/something to be so good or 
successful that the people or things that made you 
successful should be mentioned © Thomas is a 
credit to our school system. 

eto someone's credit deserving praise and respect 
O It is to his credit that he’s willing to admit he has 
a problem. 


PHRASAL VERB with credit 


ecredit someone with something to consider 
someone as having good qualities or good 
achievements © | credited him with more sense than 
he showed. 


credit card n [C] a small plastic card that you 
can use to buy something and pay for it in the 
future 


credit rating n [C] a judgment of whether a 
person or organization is likely to pay for things 
that are bought using CREDIT © Late payments give 
you a bad credit rating. 


credits /'kred-ats/ p/n the list of the names of 
people and organizations who helped to make a 
movie or television program which is shown at the 
beginning or the end of it 


credit union n (C] an organization that lends 
money to its members at low rates of INTEREST (= 
extra money) 


credo /‘kri:d-ou, 'krerd-/ n [C] pi credos a state- 
ment of basic belief © His credo is “Less is more.” 


creed /kri:d/ n [C/U] a formal statement or sys- 
tem of esp. religious beliefs © [U] The law forbids 
discrimination because of race, color, or creed. 


creek /kri:k, esp. Northern and Western krik/ n[C] a 
small river or stream 


creep MOVE CAREFULLY /kri:p/ v [I always + adv/ 
prep] past crept to move quietly and carefully, usu- 
ally in order to avoid being noticed © / crept around 
the corner, hoping my brother wouldn't see me. 


MOVE SLOWLY /kri:p/ v [I always + adv/prep] past 
crept to move very slowly © We were creeping 
along in rush-hour traffic. 

PERSON /kri:p/ n[C] slang a person you think is un- 
pleasant and to be avoided © That guy upstairs is 
such a creep. 


PHRASAL VERB with creep 


ecreep up on someone 1 to approach someone 
quietly, so that the person is suddenly surprised © 
Did you have to creep up on me like that? 2 If an 
event, day, or condition creeps up on you, you are 
surprised by its arrival, esp. because it has come 
gradually © Budget time is creeping up on us and if 
we don’t put in a proposal we're not going to get the 
money that we want next year. 


creeps /kri:ps/ pin infmia feeling of fear and dis- 
gust © You give me the creeps. 


creepy /‘kri:-pi/ adj infmi strange and slightly 
frightening © a creepy old house 


cremate /‘kri:-meit, kri'mert/ v [T] to burn a 
dead person’s body 
cremation /kri'mer-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] The body 
was sent for cremation. 


crematorium /kri::ma'tori:-am, ,krem-o-, 
-'tour-/ n [C] p/ crematoriums, crematoria a 
building where dead people’s bodies are burnt 


Creole LANGUAGE /'kri:-oul/ n[C] any of several 
languages developed in some Caribbean islands 
that combine African languages and Indian lan- 
guages with French or Spanish © Creole is one of 
the official languages of Haiti. 


PERSON /‘kri:-oul/ n [C] a white person who is re- 
lated to the original group of Spanish or French 
people who came to the Caribbean or Louisiana, 
or a person of color from some Caribbean islands 
who is of mixed African and European origin and 
who speaks esp. French Creole 
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crepe /kreip/ n[U] thin cloth with uneven lines 
on its surface © a dark blue crepe dress 


crepe paper n [U] thin, usually brightly col- 
ored, paper that is not smooth and that is used 
esp. for decoration 


crept /krept/ past simple and past participle of 
GIEEP 


crescendo /kra'fen-dou/ n [C usually sing] p!/ 
crescendos a gradual increase in loudness, or the 
moment when a noise or piece of music is at its 
loudest 


crescent /'kres-ant/ n[C] 1 a curved shape that 
has two narrow pointed ends 2 A crescent moon 
is the moon when more than half the side you can 
see Is dark. 


crest /krest/ n[C] the top or highest part of some- 
thing such as a wave or a hill © We climbed to the 
crest of the hill. 
crest /krest/ v [I] © The flood waters crested Thurs- 
day (= reached their highest level). 


crevice /‘krev-as/ n[C] a deep crack or opening 
in a surface, esp. in rock © He slipped on the moun- 
tain and landed in a crevice. 


crew /kru:/ n [C/U] all the people who work to- 
gether, esp. to operate a ship or aircraft, or all the 
people of lower rank © [U] The captain and crew 
would like to welcome you on board. © [C] Jack 
worked on a road-repair crew. 


crew cut /‘kru:-kat/ n[C] a hairstyle for men and 
boys in which the hair is cut very short 


crewneck /‘kru:-nek/ adj (of clothing, esp. a 
SWEATER) having a round, flat, closely fitting open- 
ing for the neck 


crib /krib/ n[C] a baby’s bed with high sides and 
usually bars that prevent the baby from falling out 


crib death n [C/U] a baby’s death during sleep 
that cannot be explained by any known illness 


crick /krik/ n [C] a painful, usually sudden stiff- 
ness in the muscles of the neck or back © / got a 
crick in my neck from painting the ceiling. 


cricket INSECT /'krik-at/ n[C] a brown jumping 
insect that makes a loud, high, often repeated 
noise that you hear esp. at night 

GAME /'krik-at/ n [U] a team sport popular in En- 
gland and some other countries, played with a 
small, hard ball and a BAT (= wooden stick) 


cried /kraid/ past simple and past participle of CRY 
cries /kraiz/ third person singular of CRY 


crime /krarm/ n [C/U] 1 an action or activity that 
is against the law, or illegal activity generally o [U] 
Violent crime has been reduced. © [C] It’s a crime to 
yell “fire” in a crowded theater if there isn’t one. © 
[C] If you commit a crime, you will be punished. 2 
People say something is a crime if it is wrong: [C 
usually sing] /t’s a crime that people go to bed hun- 
gry in this country. O Related adjective: CRIMINAL 


WORD FAMILY crime 


Nouns crime 
criminal 


Adjectives criminal 
incriminating 


Verbs incriminate Adverbs 


criminally 


criminal /‘krim-an-?l/ adj involving or having 
the character of a crime © She may face criminal 
charges for lying to a grand jury. © He had an exten- 
sive criminal record (= an official record of having 
committed many crimes). © The way she blames 
other people for her own mistakes is criminal (= 
wrong). 

criminal /'krim-an-3l/ n [C] a person who has 
committed a crime or been found guilty of com- 
mitting a crime 

criminally /'krim-an-4l-i/ adv [not gradable] o 
Parents can be held criminally responsible for their 
children’s actions. 


crimp PRESS /krimp/ v [T] to press something 
into small folds or curves © She had her hair 
crimped. 


crimson /‘krim-zon/ adj, n [U] (of) a deep red, 
slightly purple color © His face was crimson with 
anger. 


cringe /krind3/ v [I] 1 to feel embarrassed and 
ashamed about something © | cringed when | re- 
alized what I’d said. 2 To cringe is also to pull back 
in fear from someone or something that seems 
powerful and dangerous: He cringes every time he 
hears the dentist’s drill. 


crinkle /‘krin-kal/ v[I/T] to have or cause to have 
many little lines and folds © [I] The paper was old 
and crinkled. 
crinkle /'krin-kal/ n [C] © The machine won't take 
your bills unless you smooth out the crinkles. 
crinkly /‘krin-ka-li, -kli/ adj © | love those crinkly 
French fries. 


cripple DAMAGE /'krip-al/ v [T] to make some- 
thing much less effective; damage © Economic 
sanctions have crippled the country’s economy. 
crippling /‘krip-ltq/ adj © The city faces crippling 
cuts in services. 

INJURE /'krip-al/ v[T] to cause someone to be un- 
able to move or walk in the usual way because of 
an injury or illness © The accident crippled him. 
crippling /‘krip-l1n, -a-ltq/ adj © a crippling injury 
© crippling pain 

Crisis /'krai-sas/ n [C/U] pi crises an extremely 
dangerous or difficult situation © [C] an economic 
crisis O [U] People react in times of crisis, but ignore 
us the rest of the time. 


Crisp HARD /krisp/ adj (of food) hard enough to 
be broken easily instead of bent © crisp bacon O 
crisp rolls 
crispy /'kris-pi/ adj approving © hot, crispy noodles 

FRESH /krisp/ adj fresh and clean ° | like to sleep on 
crisp cotton sheets. O The teller handed me a crisp 
hundred-dollar bill. 


COOL /krisp/ adj (of air) cool, clear, and likely to 
make you feel awake and active © Crisp breezes 
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crisscross 


bring out boats of every size. © It was a crisp, mid- 
winter morning in Massachusetts. 


DIRECT /krisp/ adj (of speech or writing) quick and 
direct © / prefer Channel 1’s crisp presentation of the 
news. 
crisply /'kris-pli/ adv © a crisply written book 

FRIED POTATO /krisp/ n [C usually pl] Br POTATO 
CHIP 


crisscross /‘kris-kro:s/ v [I/T] to move or exist in 
a pattern of crossing lines © [T] From the air, we 
saw highways crisscrossing the farmland below. 


criterion © /krat'tir-i:-an/, not standard criteria 

/krar'tir-i:-3/ n [C] p! criteria a condition or fact 
used as a standard by which something can be 
judged or considered © Eight criteria will be used to 
select new stadium sites. © (not standard) Is height 
a criteria for hiring police officers? © USAGE: The use 
of criteria as a singular noun is common, esp. in 
speech. 


critic JUDGE OF ENTERTAINMENT /‘krit-1k/ 7 [C] 
a person whose job is to give an opinion about 
books, movies, and music and theater perfor- 
mances © The critics hated it, but it was popular at 
the box office. 
critical /'krit-1-kal/ adjo The movie was a financial 
and critical success. 
critically /‘krit-1-kli/ adv © a critically acclaimed 
novel 

DISAPPROVING PERSON /‘krit-1k/ nm [C] a person 
who expresses disagreement with something or 
disapproval of someone © He has been one of the 
most outspoken critics of this administration. 
critical /'krit-1-kal/ adj expressing an opinion 
about something or someone, esp. a negative 
opinion © My mother is always so critical of the way 
I dress! 
critically /'krit-1-kli/ adv © Industry spokesmen re- 
acted critically to the report. 
criticism /‘krit-9,s1z-am/ n [C/U] 1 an opinion 
given about something or someone, esp. a nega- 
tive opinion, or the activity of making such judg- 
ments © [C] It was meant as a suggestion, not a 
criticism. © [U] He was singled out for strong criti- 
cism. 2 Criticism is also a careful discussion of 
something in order to judge its quality or explain 
its meaning: [U] art criticism 
criticize /'krit-9,sa1z/ v [I/T] to express disagree- 
ment with or disapproval of something or some- 
one © [I/T] It’s a lot easier to criticize (a plan) than 
to offer useful suggestions. 


WORD FAMILY critic 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs critically 


critic criticize 


criticism 


Adjectives critical 


WORD CHOICES critic 


Attack, condemn, and denounce can all be 
used when someone criticizes someone or 
something severely. 
She wrote an article attacking the judge and 
the way the trial had been conducted. 
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She was condemned for her comments about 
the candidate. 

The government’s economic policy has been 
denounced on all sides. 

If someone is criticized strongly and publicly, 
you could also use or the phrase come under 
fire. 

The government program has come under fire 
for mismanaging the money Congress gave 
it. 

A formal word which means the same as “criti- 
cize” is censure. 

The trial judge was censured for 
incompetence. 

Blast and pan are both informal ways of saying 
~ Chiticizens 

The senator blasted the President’s record on 
taxes, foreign policy, and the economy. 

Her latest movie has been panned by critics. 

If a person criticizes someone in a very unpleas- 
ant way, you could use the informal verb bad- 
mouth. 

The coach was suspended for bad-mouthing a 
referee. 

If you think someone is criticizing something 
unfairly, you could use the phrase find fault 
with. 

He’s always finding fault with my work. 

If you think someone is criticizing a person or 
thing unfairly, you could use the verbs knock 
or run down. 

Don’t knock him. He's trying his best. 

Stop running him down. 


critical IMPORTANT /‘krit-1-kal/ adj of the great- 
est importance © critical industries © What happens 
in the next 48 hours is critical. 

critically /‘krit-1-kli/ adv 

VERY BAD /‘krit-1-kal/ adj very bad or dangerous © 
He was admitted to Metropolitan Hospital in critical 
condition. 

critically /'krit-1-kli/ adv © She was critically in- 
jured in the crash. 


critical temperature n [U] chemistry the 
highest temperature at which a gas can be 
changed into a liquid 


critique /kra'ti:k/ n [C] a report that discusses a 
situation or the writings or ideas of someone and 
offers a judgment about them © She produced a 
detailed, page-by-page critique of the book. 


critter /‘krit-or/ n[C] infmia creature © That dog’s 
a mean old critter. 


croak MAKE SOUND /krouk/ v [I/T] (of animals) 
to make deep sounds such as a FROG makes, or as 
a person might make because of a very dry throat 
O [I] Frogs croaked in the swamp. © [T] He croaked 
a greeting, and we realized he could hardly talk. 
croak /krouk/ n [C] 


DIE /krouk/ v [I] slang to die 
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crochet /krou 'fe1/ v [I/T] to make cloth or cloth- 
ing by connecting wool or other thread into joined 
rows using a single needle with a hook © [T] My 
mother crocheted a blanket for the baby. 


crock CONTAINER /krak/ n[C] a container made 
of baked clay © Dad kept sauerkraut in a twenty- 
gallon crock. 


NONSENSE /krak/ n (U] slang something that is 
completely false or ridiculous; nonsense © They 
claimed they wrote that song? What a crock! 


crockery /‘krak-a-ri/ n [U] cups, plates, bowls, 
etc., made of baked clay © The store sells gift items 
such as crockery and soaps. 


crocodile /‘krak-a,dail/_n [C] a large, hard- 
skinned REPTILE (= type of animal) with a longer 
and narrower nose than that of an ALLIGATOR 
which lives in and near rivers and lakes in hot, wet 
places 


crocus /'krou-kas/ n[C] a small yellow, white, or 
purple spring flower 


croissant /kra'sant, kwa'sa/ n [C] a piece of 
light bread having a curved shape with two nar- 
row pointed ends © Pick up some croissants for 
breakfast tomorrow. 


crony /‘krou-ni/ n [C] often disapproving a close 
friend or companion, esp. someone who may not 
be honest © I'd like to see the president and his cro- 
nies booted out of office. 


crook BAD PERSON /kruk/ n [C] a person who is 
dishonest, esp. someone who cheats or steals 0 
She thinks all politicians are crooks. 
crooked /'kruk-ad/ adj © Their efforts centered on 
crooked deals in which officials took bribes. 


BENT PART /kruk/ n [C usually sing] a bent part of 
something, esp. the inner part © Kids should learn 
to sneeze and cough into the crooks of their elbows. 
crooked /'kruk-ad/ adj not straight or not even; 
twisted, bent, or uneven © That dog’s tail is 
crooked. © Your glasses are on crooked. 


croon /kru:n/ v [I/T] to sing or talk in a low, gen- 
tle, musical voice © [I] He held his baby in his arms 
and crooned softly to her. 


CrOp PLANT /krap/ n[C] 1 a plant such as a grain, 
vegetable, or fruit grown in large amounts on a 
farm, or the total amount gathered of such a plant 
© Apple growers celebrated their biggest crop ever 
last year. 2 A crop is also any group of similar 
things or people: We've got a new crop of students 
coming in every year. 

CUT /krap/ v [T] -pp- to cut something to make it 
shorter O The brothers both had their hair cropped. 


PHRASAL VERB with crop 


¢crop up to happen or appear unexpectedly © Her 
name keeps cropping up in their conversations. 


croquet /krou'ke1/ n [U] a game in which play- 
ers use MALLETS (= long wooden hammers) to hit 
wooden balls through small metal arches sunk in 
the grass 


cross-examine 


cross GOACROSS /kro:s/ v [I/T] to go from one 
side of something to the other © [T] Look both ways 
before you cross the street. 
crossing /'kro:-stn/ n [C] a marked place where 
a road can be crossed safely; CROSSWALK © a pe- 
destrian crossing 


LIE ACROSS /kro:s/ v [I/T] to put one thing across 
another, or to lie this way © [T] Weaver Street 
crosses the Post Road. 
crossing /'kro:-sin/ n [C] a place where a road 
and a railroad cross 


MARK /kr3:s/ n[C] 1 a mark or object in the shape 
of two lines across each other, usually X or X O He 
marked off their names with penciled crosses. 2 A 
cross with a longer vertical line and a shorter hor- 
izontal line is the sign of Christianity. 
cross /kro:s/ v [T] When Christians cross them- 
selves, they move their hand over their body in the 
shape of a cross. 


ANNOYED /kro:s/ adj annoyed or angry © Don't be 
cross, | was just joking. 

OPPOSE /kro:s/ v [T] to oppose someone by dis- 
agreeing or by not doing or saying what the per- 
son wants © | wouldn't cross him if | were you. 


MIXTURE /kro:s/ n [C] a mixture of two different 
things which have been combined to produce 
something new © He’s a cross between Clint East- 
wood and Cary Grant. 


IDIOMS with cross 


¢cross your fingers to put one finger over another 
because you hope that something will happen as 
you want it to happen 0 /‘Il just cross my fingers and 
hope for the best. 

ecross the line, cross a line to do something that 
is beyond what is consdered right, kind, or wise © 
He crossed the line when he insulted my family. 

eit crosses your mind (that), the thought crosses 
your mind (that) you think of something © It 
crossed my mind yesterday that you might want to 
come with us. 


PHRASAL VERBS with cross 


*cross someone/something off (something) [M] to 
remove someone or something, such as a name 
(from a list) by drawing a line through it © Cross 
off each item as | put it on the shelf. 

¢cross out something [M] to draw a line through 
writing © Cross out the mistakes. 

¢cross over to start to belong to or support a dif- 
ferent group © Now here’s where the show has 
crossed over into science-fiction. O Related noun: 
CROSSOVER 


cross-country INVOLVING DISTANCES adj 
[not gradable] (of sports) involving movement 
over some distance through natural areas © cross- 
country skiing/running 

ACROSS A COUNTRY adj [not gradable] across the 
length or width of a country © After college we 
bought a camper and traveled cross-country for two 
months. 


cross-examine /kro:-stg 'zzm-an/ v[T] to ask 
detailed questions of someone, esp. during a trial, 
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in order to discover if the person has been telling 
the truth © Defense attorneys cross-examined the 
witness. 

cross-examination /,kro:-sig ,zzem-a'ner: fan/ 
n[C/U] O[U] Under cross-examination, she admitted 
shed lied. 


cross-eyed adj having each eye looking toward 
the middle of the face 


crossfire /'kro:s-fair/ n [U] the act of firing guns 
from two or more places at the same time, so that 
the paths of the bullets cross o Some civilians were 
caught in the crossfire. 


cross-legged adv [not gradable] in a position 
with both legs bent, one resting under the other 
© She sits cross-legged with her feet buried in the 
sand. 


crossover /'kro: sou-var/ n [U] a change from 
one form to another, or a mixture of different 
types © There’s been a lot of crossover from comic 
books to movies. © His crossover music blends West- 
ern and ethnic styles. O Related verb: CROSS OVER 


cross-pollination n [U] biology the process 
by which POLLEN (= powder produced by the male 
part of a flower) is carried from one flower to an- 
other by wind, insects, etc. 


cross-purposes /‘krs:'sp3r-pa-saz/ pi nif two 
people or groups are at cross-purposes they do not 
understand each other because they have different 
intentions © They’re talking at cross-purposes with- 
out realizing it. 


cross-reference /'kro:s'ref-rans/ n [C] (in 
books) an instruction to look somewhere else in 
the same book for related information 


crossroads /‘kro:s-roudz/ n [C] pi crossroads a 
place where two roads meet and cross each other 
© (fig.) With funding coming up for review, the pro- 
gram is at a crossroads (= has reached an important 
but uncertain stage). 


cross-section INSIDEVIEW /'kro:s sek: fan/ 
n [C] a part of some- iam 
thing cut from the rest GP eece 
of it, usually cut from 
side to side, in order to 
see its inside structure, 
or a drawing of this © a 
cross-section of a hu- 
man heart 
REPRESENTATIVE GROUP 
[‘krois sek: fan/ n [C] 
part of a group which is representative of all the 
different types within the total group © A jury 
should represent a reasonable cross-section of the 
community. 


crosswalk /‘kro:-swo:k/ n [C] a marked place in 
a street where traffic must stop to allow people to 
walk across 


crossword puzzle /‘kro: sward ,paz-al/ n[C] 
a word game in which you have to guess the an- 
swers to CLUES and write the words into numbered 
squares that go across and down 


CROSS SECTION 


crotch /krat{/ n [C] the part of your body where 
your legs join at the top, or the part of pants or 
underwear which covers this area 


crotchety /‘kratJ-at-i/ adj easily annoyed or an- 
gered 0 After ten hours in the car, we were all getting 
crotchety. 


crouch /krautJ/ v [I] to bend your knees and 
lower yourself so that you are close to the ground 
and leaning forward slightly © She crouched down 
behind a bush to hide. 
crouch /krautf/ n [C usually sing] © The goalie 
waited in a crouch. 


CrOW BIRD /krou/ n[C] a large, black bird with a 
loud cry 


CRY /krou/ v [I] past crowed 1 (of a male chicken) 
to make a loud cry © A rooster crowed repeatedly. 
2 Someone who crows expresses a lot of happi- 
ness or pride: “/ told you so,” my little brother 
crowed. 


crowbar /‘krou-bar/ n[C] a heavy, iron bar with 
a bent end that is used to lift heavy objects off the 
ground or to force things open 


crowd /kraud/ n [C] 1 a large group of people 
who have gathered together © A crowd formed out- 
side the club. © Crowds of people watched the 
fireworks. 2 infml A crowd is also a group of friends: 
| don’t know many people in Edsel’s crowd. 3 A 
crowd is also a group of people with similar inter- 
ests: the art/theater crowd 
crowd /kraud/ v [I/T] 1 (of people) to fill a place 
O [T] Street vendors crowded the sidewalks. © [I] As 
soon as he appeared, reporters crowded around him. 
2 If you crowd someone, you make the person 
uncomfortable by standing too close: [T] Don’t 
crowd me! 3 If people crowd into a place, they fill 
it completely: [I] Commuters crowded into the train. 
crowded /'kraud:ad/ adj full of people © It’s a 
popular and often crowded place. 


WORD FAMILY crowd 


Nouns crowd Adjectives crowded 


overcrowded 


overcrowding 


Verbs crowd 


PHRASAL VERB with crowd 


¢crowd out someone/something [M] to make it im- 
possible for someone or something to succeed be- 
cause of great numbers or strength © Invasive 
foreign plants crowd out native species and harm 
wildlife. 


CrOWN HEAD COVERING /kraun/ n [C] 1 a cir- 
cular decoration for the head, usually made of 
gold and jewels, worn by a king or queen at official 
ceremonies 2 In a sports competition, a crown is 
a prize or position which you get for beating all 
the other competitors: They won six NBA crowns in 
seven years. 
crown /kraun/ v [T] © Queen Elizabeth Il was 
crowned in 1953 (= made queen). 


TOP PART /kraun/ n [C] 1 the top part of some- 
thing, esp. a person’s head © Her hair stuck straight 
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up from her crown. 2 The crown of a hat is the part 
that covers the top of your head. © Compare BRIM 
PART OF HAT 

crown /kraun/ v [T] to be on or around the top 
of something © mountains crowned with snowy caps 


BE BEST /kraun/ v [T] to be the best or most suc- 
cessful part of an activity or life © He hoped that 
health-care was the achievement that would crown 
his administration. 
crowning /‘krau-nin/ adj [not gradable] © Build- 
ing the team into a winner was the crowning 
achievement of Rory’s coaching career. 

TOOTH /kraun/ n [C] an artificial piece used to 
cover the top and sides of a tooth, esp. if it is dam- 
aged © a gold crown 
crown /kraun/ v [T] © She had her two front teeth 
crowned. 


Crown attorney n [C] Cana lawyer who rep- 
resents the government in court trials 


Crown corporation n [C] Cdn a company 
that is owned by the Canadian government 


Crown prosecutor n [C] Cdn a CROWN 
ATTORNEY 


crow’s feet p/n the narrow lines at the outer 
edge of a person's eyes 


crucial © /‘kru::fal/ adj (of a decision or event) 
extremely important because many other things 
depend on it 0 The behavior of the oceans is a cru- 
cial aspect of global warming. 
crucially © /‘kru:-fa-li/ adv 0 The band wants to 


win over fans and, more crucially, radio 
programmers. 

crucible /‘kru:-sa-bal/ n[C] a container for melt- 
ing metals 


crucifix /‘kru:-sa,fiks/ n [C] a model or picture 
representing Jesus on a cross 
crucifixion /,kru:-sa'fik:fan/ n [C/U] the act of 
killing someone by fixing that person to a cross 
and leaving him or her to die, or the death of Jesus 
on a cross 


crucify /‘'kru:-sa,fat/ v [T] 1 to kill someone by 
tying or nailing the person to a cross 2 To crucify 
is also to criticize someone or something severely: 
The media have a tendency to crucify organizations 
that try to do things differently. 


crud /krad/ n (U] slang any offensive substance © 
You couldn’t see a thing with all the crud in the air. 
cruddy /'krad-i/ adj slang 0 a cruddy book 


crude SIMPLE /kru:d/ adj [-er/-est only] simple 
and not skillfully done or made © He made a crude 
table out of an old crate. 
crudely /'kru:d:li/ adv © Crudely painted signs 
threatened trespassers. 

RUDE /kru:d/ adj [-er/-est only] rude and offensive 
© a crude joke/remark © crude barbaric men 
crudely /'kru:d:li/ adv © He spoke plainly, some- 
times crudely. 


crude oil n [U] oil from underground that has 
not yet been made into other products 
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crumb 


cruel /‘kru:-al/ adj extremely unkind and inten- 
tionally causing pain © Her classmates made some 
cruel remarks. © Is the death penalty cruel and un- 
usual punishment? © | think it’s cruel to put a dog in 
a cage. 
cruelly /‘kru:-a-li/ adv o She treated him cruelly 
before the divorce. 
cruelty /'kru:-al-ti/ n [C/U] © [U] The foundation 
works to end cruelty to animals. © (U] Deliberate cru- 
elty will not be tolerated. 


WORD FAMILY cruel 


Nouns cruelty 


Adverbs cruelly 


Adjectives cruel 


WORD. CHOICES-cruphy (We waa 
If something is extremely cruel and unpleasant, 
you could describe it as barbaric or inhumane. 
The world must condemn their actions as 
barbaric. 
We are trying to end the most inhumane 
forms of punishment. 
Callous, cold-blooded, or ruthless can be used 
when someone is very cruel and would hurt 
someone and not care if the person suffers. 
He had a callous disregard for the feelings of 
others. 
The budget is based on a cold-blooded 
analysis of the markets. 
He was a ruthless dictator. 
Heartless can be used about people who are 
cruel because they do not care about other 
people. 
He has been described as a heartless boss by 
several employees. 
If something is cruel because it is intended to 
upset or harm someone, the word malicious is 
often used. 
People were spreading malicious rumors about 
him. 
You could use sadistic if someone is cruel to 
other people and seems to enjoy it. 
He was described as cold, mean, vicious, and 
sadistic. 
If someone is slightly cruel to someone, you 
could use the words nasty or mean to describe 
them. 
Don't be so nasty to him! 
Don't listen to him. He’s just being mean. 


cruise /kru:z/ v [I] 1 to travel at a continuous 
speed 0 The plane is cruising at 240 knots. 2 If you 
cruise in a car, you drive for pleasure: We went 
cruising around downtown on Friday night. 3 Cruise 
can also mean to travel on large ships for pleasure. 
cruise /kru:z/ n[C] a trip on a large ship for plea- 
sure O a Caribbean cruise 


cruiser /‘kru:-zar/ n [C] a type of boat with an 
engine, usually used for pleasure 


crumb /kram/ n[C] a very small piece of bread 
or cake © The floor was covered with crumbs after 
breakfast. 
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crumble /‘kram-bal/ v [I/T] to break into small 
pieces © [I] That old wall is starting to crumble. 


crummy /‘kram-i/ adj slang of very bad quality © 
crummy weather 0 a crummy job O a crummy movie 


crumple /‘kram-pal/ v [I/T] 1 to become full of 
irregular folds © [M] Stephanie crumpled up the let- 
ter and threw it away. 2 Someone or something 
that crumples falls suddenly: [1] The top of the mast 
was starting to crumple. 


crunch MAKE NOISE /krant{/ v [I/T] to crush 
hard food loudly between the teeth, or to make a 
sound as if something is being crushed or broken 
0 [I] She was crunching noisily on an apple. © [1] The 
gravel crunched underfoot as we walked up the path. 
crunch /krant{/ n[C usually sing] © We heard a 
loud crunch as the car hit the wall. 
crunchy /'kran-tfi/ adj (of food) firm and making 
a loud noise when it is eaten © crunchy toast 


DIFFICULTY /krantf/ n [U] slang a difficult situation 
which forces you to make a decision or act © a 
financial crunch 


CALCULATE /krantf/ v [T] to calculate numbers or 
process information © The project seems worth- 
while, but you have to crunch the numbers to see if 
it’s affordable. 


crunch time n[U] a point at which something 
difficult must be done © He plays fine without pres- 
sure, but can he produce at crunch time? 


crusade /kru:'serd/ n [C] 1 a long and deter- 
mined attempt to achieve something you strongly 
believe in © She’s involved in the crusade for racial 
equality. 2 world history The Crusades were a se- 
ries of wars in the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries 
fought between Christians from Europe and Mus- 
lims in the region around the eastern Mediterra- 
nean Sea. 
crusade /kru:'seid/ v [I] © He crusaded tirelessly 
for civil rights. 
crusader /kru:'serd-ar/ n[C] © a crusader for so- 
cial justice 


crush PRESS /kraj/ v[T] to press something very 
hard so that it is broken or its shape is destroyed 
0 The package got crushed in the mail. © Her car was 
crushed by a falling tree. 
crush /kraj/ n [U] a crowd of people © | can’t 
stand the crush of holiday shoppers at the mall. 
SHOCK /kraj/ v [T] to upset or shock someone 
badly © | was crushed because | didn’t complete the 
race. 

DESTROY /kraj/ v [T] to defeat someone com- 
pletely © They’ stop at nothing to crush the 
opposition. 

ATTRACTION /kraj/ n [C] infmi a strong but tem- 
porary attraction for someone 


crust BREAD /krast/ n [C/U] a hard, outer cover- 
ing, esp. on a loaf of bread or a pastry 
crusty /'kras-ti/ adj © fresh, crusty bread 


crust EARTH /krast/ n [C] the outer layer of the 
earth > Picture: earth 


crustal /‘kras-t@l/ adj [not gradable] © crustal 
displacement 


crustacean /kras'ter-Jan/ n[C] any of various 
types of animals that live in water and have a hard 
outer shell and many legs © Crabs, lobsters, and 
shrimps are crustaceans. 


crusty /‘kras-ti/ adj unhappy and easily annoyed 
© He’s a crusty, old bachelor who lives alone. 


crutch /kratf/ n [C] a stick with a piece that fits 
under or around the arm which someone who is 
having difficulty walking leans on for support © 
Marty was on crutches for six weeks when he broke 
his leg. 


crux /kraks/ n [U] the most important problem, 
question, or part O The crux of the matter is that 
most people just don’t vote. 


cry PRODUCE TEARS /krai/ v [I/T] to produce tears 
as the result of a strong emotion, such as unhap- 
Piness or pain © [I] | heard someone crying in the 
next room. 
cry /krat/ n[U] © “Go on, have a good cry,” he said. 
SHOUT /krai/ v[I/T] to call out or speak loudly © [T] 
“Help me!” he cried. © [|] She cried out in pain as she 
fell. 
cry /krai/ n [C] 1 They were wakened by cries of 
“Fire!” 2 A cry is also the noise that a bird or animal 
makes: the cries of an eagle 


USAGE 7". 
cry, scream, or shout? 


When cry is used to mean “to call out loudly,” 
it is usually only used with speech. 
“Get me out of here!” she cried. 
The most common words used to mean “to 
call out loudly” are scream or shout. Scream 
is usually something you do when you are 
frightened or being attacked and is often just 
sounds not words. 
As he grabbed her arm, she screamed and 
tried to get away. 
getaway. 
Shout is a more general word for “to call out 
loudly.” 
Alex shouted something to me across the 
street. 


Alex-cried-something-to-me-aeress_the-street. 


WORD FAMILY cry 


Nouns cry 
outcry 


Adjectives crying 


Verbs cry 


IDIOMS with cry 


ecry over spilled milk to express regret about 
something that has already happened or cannot 
be changed © Yes, we made a mistake, but there’s 
no point in crying over spilled milk. 

ecry wolf to ask for help when you do not need 
it, which may prevent people from helping you 
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when you do need it © The administration has cried 
wolf so many times, it’s difficult to know if there’s a 
problem or not. 


crybaby /‘krat,ber-bi/ n [C] infmi, disapproving 
someone who cries or complains a lot without 
good reason 


crying /‘krar-1n/ adj [not gradable] very serious 
and needing urgent attention © There’s a crying 
need for better schools. 


IDIOM with crying 


*a crying shame a great misfortune © /t’s a crying 
shame that new mothers have to go back to work 
after six weeks. 


crypt /kript/ n [C] a room or rooms under the 
floor of a church where people are sometimes 
buried 


cryptic /'krip-tik/ adj mysterious and difficult to 
understand © a cryptic message/remark 


crystal ROCK /'kris-t9l/ n [C/U] transparent rock 
that looks like ice, or a piece of it 

GLASS /'kris-t9l/ n [C/U] 1 transparent glass of high 
quality, usually with its surface cut into patterns 
that reflect light 2 A crystal is a transparent glass 
or plastic cover for a watch or clock. 

REGULAR SHAPE /‘kris-t®l/ n [C] science the solid 
state of many simple substances, which have a 
regular shape and surfaces arranged in similar 
patterns 
crystallize /'kris-t@l a1z/ v [I/T] (of a substance) 
to turn into a crystal or crystals 
crystallization /,kris-t@l-9'zer- fan, -,ar'zer-fan/ 
n[U] 


crystal ball n (C] (in stories) a transparent ball 
of CRYSTAL or glass that produces images of future 
events by magic 


crystal clear adj [not gradable] very clear or 
very obvious © The townspeople have made it crystal 
clear that they don’t want the new highway built. 


crystalline /‘kris-ta-lan, -lain, -,li:zn/ adj [not 
gradable] science having the regular structure of 
a CRYSTAL 


C-section /'si: sek: fan/ n[C] medical, abbreviation 
for CESAREAN (SECTION) 


cub /kab/ n [C] the young of particular wild ani- 
mals, such as bears and lions 


cubbyhole /‘kab.i:,houl/ n [C] a very small 
room or space 


cube SHAPE /kju:b/ n[C] geometry a solid object 
with six square sides of equal size > Picture: solid 

NUMBER /kju:b/ n [C] mathematics the number 
made by multiplying a number twice by itself © 
The cube of 2 (= 2 x 2 x 2) is 8. 
cubic /'kju:-bik/ adj [not gradable] mathematics 
used in units of volume to show when the length 
of something has been multiplied by its width and 
height © A cubic centimeter is a centimeter high, a 
centimeter long, and a centimeter wide. 


cul-de-sac 


cubic centimeter, abbreviation cc n{C] a mea- 
surement equal to the volume of a CUBE (= solid 
object with six equal sides) measuring one centi- 
meter on each edge 


cubicle /'kju:-br-kal/ n [C] a small room, often 
only large enough for one person, within a larger 
room or area O a work cubicle 


Cub Scouts p/n an organization modeled after 
the BOY SCOUTS but for younger boys 7 to 10 years 
old 
Cub Scout n [C] 


cucumber /‘kju: ,kam-bar/, short form cuke n[C] 
a long, thin vegetable that has a dark green outer 
skin and is pale green inside © Cucumbers are usu- 
ally sliced and eaten raw in salads. 


cuddle /'kad-°I/ v[I/T] 1 to put your arms around 
someone and hold him or her in a loving way, or 
of two people, to hold each other close for affec- 
tion or comfort © [T] She cuddled the baby in her 
arms. 2 To cuddle up is to sit or lie close to some- 
one or something: [I] / like to cuddle up in front of 
the fireplace with a good book. 
cuddle /'kad-l/ n [C] © | need a cuddle. 
cuddly /'kad-4l-i/ adj of the kind that you want 
to put your arms around © a cuddly teddy bear 


cue SIGNAL /kju:/ n [C] a signal for someone to 
do or say something, esp. in a play or movie © She 
waited for her cue — the ring of the telephone — to 
come on stage. © Being passed over for promotion 
twice was his cue to start looking for another job. 
STICK /kju:/ n [C] in the game of POOL, a long, 
round, wooden stick held at one end and used to 
hit a white ball and move it against another or 
other balls to roll them into holes around the edge 
of a table covered with cloth 


IDIOM with cue 
e(right) on cue as if planned to happen exactly 


at that moment © We were just about to say “I do” 
when, right on cue, my little cousin started crying. 


cue ball n [C] the white ball that a player hits 
with the CUE in order to move other balls 


cuff MATERIAL /kaf/ n[C] (in a shirt) the thicker 
material at the end of a sleeve around the wrist, or 
(in a pair of pants) the turned-up part at the bot- 
tom of a leg 

HIT /kaf/ v [T] to hit someone with your hand © The 
boys cuffed Zackie on the shoulder. 


FASTEN /kaf/ v [T] short form of HANDCUFF 


cuff link n [C] one of a pair of fasteners used 
instead of a button to hold together the CUFFS of 
the sleeve of a shirt 


cuffs /kafs/ p/n short form of HANDCUFFS 


cuisine /kwi'zi:n, kwi:-/ n [U] a style of cooking 
© Southern/Japanese/Mexican cuisine > Learner er- 
ror: kitchen or cuisine? at KITCHEN 


cuke /kju:k/ n [C] short form of a CUCUMBER 


cul-de-sac /‘kal-da sak, 'kul-/n[C] a street that 
is closed at one end 
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culinary /‘kal-a,ner-i, 'kju:-la-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] connected with cooking, esp. as a developed 
skill or art © a culinary school 


cull /kal/ v[T] 1 to collect parts or pieces of some- 
thing to use for another purpose © She went to 
strange lands to cull recipes for her book. 2 \f you 
cull animals or plants, you kill or remove them: to 
cull growing herds before they run out of food © cull- 
ing dead timber 


culminate /'kal-ma,neit/ v [I/T] to have as a 
result or be the final result of a process © [I] Secret 
negotiations culminated in the historic peace accord. 
Oo [T] The discovery culminated many years of 
research, 
culmination /,kal-ma'ner-fan/ n [U] 


culottes /'ku:-lats, 'kju:-/ p/n women’s pants 
that end at the knee or just below, and that look 
like a skirt 


culpable /'kal-pa-bal/ adj fmi deserving to be 
blamed or considered responsible for something 
bad © The landowner could be proved culpable for 
starting the fire. 
culpability /,kal-pa'bil-at-i/ n [U] 


culprit /‘kal-prat/ n [C] 1 someone who has 
committed a crime or done something wrong 2A 
culprit is also anything that causes harm or trou- 
ble: The culprit was identified as a microorganism 
that contaminated mayonnaise. 


cult /kalt/ n [C] 1 a system of religious belief, esp. 
one not recognized as an established religion, or 
the people who worship according to such a sys- 
tem of belief 2 A cult is also something that is very 
popular with some people, or a particular set of 
beliefs or behavior: a cult movie © the cult of 
celebrity 


cultivate GROW /'kal-ta,vert/ v [T] to prepare 
land and grow crops on it, or to grow a particular 
crop © He cultivated soybeans on most of the land. 
cultivation /,kal-ta'ver-fan/ n [U] © Simple 
changes in rice cultivation can reduce methane 
emissions. 


DEVELOP /'kal-ta,vert/ v [T] 1 to create a new con- 
dition by directed effort © We’re trying to help these 
kids cultivate an interest in science. 2 To cultivate is 
also to try to become friendly with someone be- 
cause that person may be able to help you: to cul- 
tivate friendships 
cultivated /'kal-ta,vert-ad/ adj well educated o 
a cultivated accent 


culture © WAY OF LIFE /'kal-tfar/ n [C/U] so- 
cial studies the way of life of a particular people, 
esp. as shown in their ordinary behavior and hab- 
its, their attitudes toward each other, and their 
moral and religious beliefs © [U] He studied the cul- 
ture of the Sioux Indians. 
cultural ® /'kal-tfa-ral/ adj relating to the way 
of life of a country or a group of people © The coun- 
try has a rich cultural heritage. 
culturally @ /'‘kal-tfa-ra-li/ adv 


ARTS /‘kal-tfar/ n [U] the arts of describing, show- 
ing, or performing that represent the traditions or 


the way of life of a particular people or group; lit- 
erature, art, music, dance, theater, etc. 

cultural /'kal-tJa-ral/ adj © the great cultural cen- 
ters of Europe 

cultured /'kal-t{ard/ adj educated in and familiar 
with literature, art, music, etc. 

ARTIFICIAL GROWTH /'kal-tfar/ n [C] biology the 
growing of a group of MICROORGANISMS (= very 
small organisms) or other cells in an artificial en- 
vironment for scientific purposes, or a group of or- 
ganisms so grown 
culture /'kal-tfar/ v [T] biology to grow cells, 
bacteria, or similar things for scientific purposes 


WORD FAMILY culture 
Nouns 


culture 
subculture 


Adjectives cultural 
cultured 


Adverbs culturally 


culture shock n[Uj a feeling of confusion that 
results from suddenly experiencing a culture with 
customs that are not familiar to you 


-culm- /kum, kam/ prep used to join two nouns, 
showing that a person or thing does two things or 
has two purposes; combined with © She appointed 
the actor-cum-diplomat to the post. 


cumbersome /‘kam-bar-sam/ adj difficult to 
do or manage and taking a lot of time and effort 
° Critics say that the process for amending the Con- 
stitution is cumbersome, but others defend it. 


cumulative /'kju:-mja-lat-1v/ adj increasing as 
each new amount is added or as each new fact or 
condition is considered © No single development is 
causing the company’s financial trouble — it’s the cu- 
mulative effect of years of weak leadership. 
cumulatively /‘kju:-mja-lat-1v-li/ adv 


cumulonimbus / kju:m-ja,lou'nim-bas/_n 
[U] earth science a large, tall type of cloud that is 
often dark and brings heavy rain 


cuneiform /kju'ni:-a farm, 'kjurnit-9-/ n [C] 
social studies an ancient Mesopotamian and Per- 
sian form of writing in which thin wooden sticks 
with triangular ends are pressed into wet clay. 


cunning /'kan-in/ adj skillful in planning and 
ready to deceive people in order to get what you 
want © a cunning scheme 
cunning /'kan-in/ n [U] © They made their way 
safely back through enemy territory by stealth and 
cunning. 


CUP /kap/ n[C] 1a small, round container, usually 
with a handle, used esp. for hot drinks such as cof- 
fee and tea O Would you like a cup of coffee? 2 A 
cup is also a unit of measure equal to half a PINT 
and often used in cooking: a cup of flour 
cup /kap/ v [T] -pp- to press your hands together 
to form a ball-like shape with an opening at the 
top between your thumbs, or to hold something 
gently with a hand or between both hands © He 
cupped his hands and dipped them in the water to 
get a drink. © She cupped her baby’s face in her 
hands and kissed him. 
cupful /'kap-ful/ n[C] the amount held by a cup 
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cupboard /'kab-ard/ n [C] a piece of furniture 
or a small part of aroom with a door behind which 
there is space for storing things, usually on shelves 
© kitchen cupboards 


cupcake /'kap-ketk/ n [C] a small, round cake, 
usually for one person 


cupid /‘kju:-pad/ n [C] a statue or painting rep- 
resenting the Roman god of love, shown as a na- 
ked baby boy with wings 


curable /‘kjur-s-bal/ adj © See at CURE MAKE 
WELL 


curator /‘kyor ert-ar, kju'rert-/ n [C] a person in 

charge of a department of a MUSEUM or other 
place where objects of art, science, or from the 
past are collected, or a person who organizes and 
arranges a showing of art or other objects of 
interest 


curb EDGE /karb/ n [C] a raised edge along the 
side of a street, often forming part of a path for 
people to walk on © She stood on the curb and 
waited until the light turned green to cross the street. 


CONTROL /k3rb/ v[T] to control the growth or ex- 
pression of something © You've got to learn to curb 
your temper. 


curbside /‘karb-said/ adj [not gradable] at or 
nearer to the CURB © A uniformed driver had the rear 
curbside door open for her. © curbside recycling 


curd /k3rd/ n [U] the solid substance that is left 
when the liquid is removed from milk 


curdle /'k3rd-4l/ v [I] to change into CURD, or to 
become sour 


cure MAKE WELL /kjur/ v [T] to make someone 
healthy again, or to cause an illness to go away © 
She was cured of her migraine headaches when she 
changed her diet. © (fig.) He worked to promote pro- 
grams to cure America’s social and economic ills. 
cure /kjur/ n [C] the process of making a person 
healthy again, esp. by giving treatment, or a treat- 
ment that causes a disease to go away © the effort 
to find a cure for cancer 
curable /'kjur-a-bal/ adj (of a disease) able to be 
treated in such a way that it will go away and the 
person who had it can become well again 


PRESERVE /kjur/ v [T] to treat plant or animal prod- 
ucts by drying, smoking, salting, etc., to preserve 
it from decay © Sodium nitrite is used to cure meat. 


WORD FAMILY cure 


Adjectives curable 
incurable 


Nouns cure 


Verbs cure 


cure-all n [C] something that cures any illness or 
solves any problem © There’s a danger in believing 
that the drug is a cure-all. 


curfew /‘ksr-fju:/ n [C] a rule that some or all 
people must stay off the streets during particular 
hours, used esp. to maintain peace during a period 
of violence © to impose/lift a curfew 


curio /‘kjur-i: ,ou/ n [C] pi curios a small and un- 
usual object considered to be of special interest or 
value © a curio shop 


current 


curiosity INTEREST /,kjur-i:'as-at-i/ n [U] an ea- 
ger desire to know or learn about something © Just 
out of curiosity | decided to go through the files. 

STRANGE OBJECT /,kjur-i:'as-at-i/ n [C] something 
that is interesting because it is rare and unusual © 
The museum had a collection of mummies and Egyp- 
tian curiosities. 


Curious INTERESTED /‘kjur-i:-as/ adj interested 
in learning about people or things around you © 
[+ to infinitive] I’m curious to see what's going to 
happen on the political scene. 


UNUSUAL /'kjor-i:-9s/ adj unusual and therefore 
worth noticing © A curious figure in a red cape and 
black boots darted into the building. 
curiously /'kjur-i:-a-sli/ adv strangely © Curiously 
enough, they never explained why they arrived an 
hour early. 


curl /k3rl/ n [C/U] a piece of hair having a curving 
shape, like part of a circle, or something else hav- 
ing a circular shape © [C] He loved that dark curl at 
the back of her neck. © [C] We watched the curls of 
smoke rise from his pipe. 
curl /karl/ v [I/T] to form or cause something to 
form a curving or twisted shape © [T] /f | don’t curl 
my hair, it looks too stringy. 
curler /'k3r-lar/ n [C] one of a number of small 
tubes that are put in a person’s hair to make it curl 
curly /‘kar-li/ adj © curly hair 
curliness /'k3r-li:-nas/ n [U] 


PHRASAL VERB with curl 


¢curl up to lie in a comfortable curved position © 
The cat was curled up on the couch, sleeping happily. 


curling /‘k3r-l1n/ n[U] a game played on ice esp. 
in Scotland and Canada, in which special flat, 
round stones are slid toward a mark 
curler /'k3r-lar/ n [C] © On Thursday night the rink 
was taken over by the women curlers. 


currant /‘k3r-ant, 'ka-rant/ n[C] 1 a sour BERRY 
(= small, round fruit) that grows on bushes, or the 
plant on which it grows © red currant jelly 2 A cur- 
rant is also a small RAISIN (= dried fruit) used esp. 
in baking. 


currency @) MONEY /'k3r-an-si, 'ka-ran-/ n[C/ 
U] the money in use in a particular country © [C] 
The US dollar fell yesterday against most foreign 
currencies. 


ACCEPTANCE /'k3r-an:si, 'ka-ran-/ n [U] fmi the 
state of being commonly known or accepted, or 
of being used in many places © The idea that com- 
puter use enhances students’ motivation has gained 
currency in recent years. 


current HAPPENING NOW /‘k3r-ant, 'ka-rant/ 
adj of the present time or most recent © Under cur- 
rent state law, students can drop out of school legally 
at age 17. 

currently /'k3r-ant-li, 'ka-rant-/ adv [not grada- 
ble] at the present time; now © He currently is di- 
recting TV sitcoms. » Usage: actual or current? at 
ACTUAL 

MOVEMENT /'k3r-ant, 'ka-rant/ n [C] 1 a move- 
ment of water or air © The boat drifted with the 
current until it was miles from shore. 2 physics Elec- 
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curriculum 


tric current is the passage of electricity through a 
wire. 


curriculum /ka'rik-ja-lam/ n [C] pi curricula, 
curriculums all the courses given in a school, col- 
lege, etc., or a particular course of study in one 
subject 


curry /'k3r-i, 'ka-ri/ n [C/U] a dish, originally from 
India, consisting usually of meat or vegetables 
cooked in a spicy sauce O [U] Lamb curry is this 
restaurant’s specialty. 


Curse SWEAR /k3rs/ v [I/T] to say rude or offensive 
words about something or someone because you 
are angry © [I] / cursed at the behavior of these 
people. 
curse /k3rs/ n [C] © Shouts and curses could be 
heard down the hall. 


WISH EVIL /kars/ v [T] to wish for something evil or 
unpleasant to happen to someone or something, 
as by asking a magical power 
curse /kars/ n[C] © In the story, a curse was put 
on the prince, turning him into a frog. 


cursor /'k3r-sar/ n [C] a movable symbol on a 
computer screen that shows the point where you 
can change a text or image © You can move the 
cursor by using the mouse. 


cursory /'k3r-sa-ri/ adj done quickly with little 
attention to detail © He gave the picture a cursory 
glance. 


curt /kart/ adj (of a person’s manner or speech) 
rude as a result of being very quick or brief Oo He 
sent a curt, one-sentence letter of resignation to the 
mayor. 
curtly /'kart-li/ adv o She nodded to him curtly and 
kept talking to someone else. 


curtail /kar'terl/ v [T] to reduce or limit some- 
thing, or to stop something before it is finished 0 
He had to curtail his speech when time ran out. 
curtailment /kar'teil-mant/ n [U] 


curtain /‘kart-n/ n[C] 1 piece of cloth or other 
material that hangs across a window or space to 
decorate a room or to make it dark or private © In 
the restaurant, arches covered with beaded curtains 
divide the room. 2 In a theater, the curtain is a 
large, movable sheet of heavy material that sepa- 
rates the stage from the area where people are 
sitting. 3 The curtain is also the time at which a 
performance begins: The curtain is at 8 o'clock. 


curtain rod n [Cj a pole from which a curtain 
hangs 


curvaceous /kar ‘ver: fas/ adj having noticeable 
curves 


curvature /'k3r-va-tfar, -,tJur/ n[U] the state of 
being curved or bent, or the way in which some- 
thing curves © the curvature of the earth 


curve /k3rv/ v [I/T] to form or move in the direc- 
tion of a line that turns continuously and has no 
straight parts, or to cause something to do this © 
[|] The road curves around the cemetery. 
curve /k3rv/ n[C] © a curve in a road 
curvy /'k3r-vi/ adj having a shape with a lot of 
curves © a curvy road 
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curvilinear /,k3r-va'lin-i:-ar/ adj art containing 
or consisting of curved lines 


cushion /'kuJ-an/ n [C] a large, usually square 
bag filled with soft material, used as a movable 
part of a chair or SOFA, for sitting on or resting your 
back against, or a similar but smaller bag used to 
make yourself more comfortable while sitting © 
She sank back against the sofa cushions. 
cushion /'kuJ-an/ v [T] © The soft grass cushioned 
his fall (= made it hurt less). 


cushy /'kuJ-i/ adj infmi very easy © a cushy job 
cuss /kas/ v [I] infmi to CURSE SWEAR 


custard /'kas-tard/ n [U] a soft, usually sweet 
food made from a mixture of eggs, milk, flavoring, 
and sugar 


custodian /kas'toud-i:-an/ n[C] a person or or- 
ganization that has responsibility for protecting, 
caring for, or maintaining something or someone 
0 The library is a traditional custodian of information. 
© The school’s crisis team includes teachers, custo- 
dians, and the principal. 
custodial /kas'toud-i:-al/ adj [not gradable] o 
custodial care © a custodial staff 


custody CARE /'kas-tad-i/ n[U] the right or duty 
to care for someone or something, as for a child 
whose parents have separated or died © The court 
awarded custody of the child to the mother. 


KEPT BY POLICE /'kas-tad-i/ n[U] the state of being 
kept by the police, usually while waiting to go to 
court for trial © The police have taken the suspect 
into custody. 


CUStOmM TRADITION /'kas-tam/ n [C/U] a way of 
behaving or a belief that has been established for 
a long time among a group of people © [C] /t was 
a time-honored custom of the club that blue chairs 
were reserved for senior members only. © [C] She’s 
studying the language and customs of the Hopi 
Indians. 
customary /‘kas-ta,mer-i/ adj © We thought tip- 
ping wasn’t customary in Japan. 

USUAL ACTIVITY /'kas-tam/ n [C] something you 
usually do © He left the house at nine exactly, as was 
his custom. 
customary /'kas-ta,mer-i/ adj usual © She’s not 
her customary cheerful self today. © The students sat 
in their customary classroom seats. 
customarily /,kas-ta'mer-a-li/ adv [not grada- 
ble] usually © People who receive gifts do not cus- 
tomarily ask what they cost. 

MADE ONCE /'kas-tam/ adj [not gradable] made 
for a particular person to buy © custom drapes/ 
woodworking 
customize /'kas-ta,maiz/ v [T] o We will custom- 
ize existing software to meet our clients’ needs. 


WORD FAMILY custom 


Nouns custom 


Adjectives customary 


customer custom-made 
customs accustomed 

Verbs accustom Adverbs customarily 
customize 
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customer /'kas-ta-mar/ n [C] a person who 
buys goods or a service © We try to give all our 
customers good Service. 


custom-made adj [not gradable] made for 
one particular person or purpose 


customs /'kas:‘tamz/ p!/ n money paid to the 
government when you take particular goods from 
one country to another 
customs /'kas-tamz/ n [U] the place at a port, 
airport, or border where travelers’ bags are ex- 
amined for illegal or taxable goods © customs of- 
ficials © It took us ages to get through customs when 
we got back from Italy. 


cut DIVIDE /kat/ v [I/T] pres. part. cutting, past cut 
T to use a sharp tool such as a knife to break the 
surface of something, or to divide or make some- 
thing smaller © [T] Cut the apple in half. o [T] She 
wanted to have her hair cut (= made shorter). © [M] 
We had to cut two trees down (= remove them) to 
make room for the swimming pool. oO [M] The chil- 
dren cut the pictures out (= removed them by cut- 
ting) and stuck them in their scrapbooks. 2 A person 
who is cut is injured by something sharp that 
breaks the skin and causes bleeding: [T] / stepped 
on a piece of glass and cut my foot. 
cut /kat/ n [C] 1 something made by cutting © 
She went to the butcher's to get a good cut of meat. 
2 A cut is an injury to the skin made by a sharp 
object: She had a nasty cut on her hand. 3 A cut is 
also the particular way clothing looks: the cut of a 
suit 4 infmi A cut is also a share: | was part-owner of 
the business, and when my sister sold it, | said | 
wanted my cut. 
cut /kat/ adj [not gradable] © These cut flowers will 
last three days in fresh water. 
cutting /'kat-in/ n [C] a piece cut from a plant 
and used to grow a new plant © See also: CUTTING 


The verb chop means “to cut something into 
pieces.” 
He was chopping vegetables to make a stew. 


When you cut something into thin, flat pieces, 
you can use the word slice. 

Slice the mushrooms and fry them in butter. 
The verb snip means “to cut something with 
scissors, usually with small quick cuts.” 

She snipped the corner off the soup packet. 

If you make a long straight cut in something, 
the verb slit could be used. 

He slit open the envelope with a knife. 

If someone cuts stone or wood, the verb carve 
is often used. 

He carved her name on a tree. 

Carve can also be used when someone cuts 
slices off a large piece of meat. 

Would you like me to carve the chicken? 

If you cut a small amount of something in order 
to make it neater, you could use the verb trim. 

I'm going to get my hair trimmed. 

The verbs slash or hack can be used when 
someone Cuts something in a rough or violent 
way, 


cut 


The museum was broken into and several 
paintings were slashed. 


He hacked the wood with an axe. 


REDUCE /kat/ v [T] pres. part. cutting, past cut to 
make less in size, amount, length, etc. 0 We’ve got 
to cut costs. O The original movie was almost four 
hours long, but it was later cut to two hours. 
cut /kat/ n [C] © Many workers had to take a cut 
in pay. O For the TV version, they made several cuts 
in the movie. 


MISS /kat/ v [T] pres. part. cutting, past cut to stay 
away from a class, talk, performance, etc., you 
have a duty to go to © He was cutting classes and 
getting failing grades. 


STOP /kat/ v [I/T] pres. part. cutting, past cut to stop 
or interrupt something, or to stop working sud- 
denly or cause this to happen © [I always + adv/ 
prep] Since his illness he’s cut out eating sweets 
altogether. © [T] Because of failing grades, he was 
cut (= released) from the team. © [I] “Cut! (= Stop 
filming!)” shouted the director. 


GROW TEETH /kat/ v [T] pres. part. cutting, past cut 
to grow a new tooth © The baby was cranky last 
night because she’s cutting a tooth. 


CROSS /kat/ v [| always + adv/prep] pres. part. cut- 
ting, past cut to go through or across a place, esp. 
in order to get somewhere quickly © To get to 
school | cut through the field. 

CARDS /kat/ v [I/T] pres. part. cutting, past cut to 
divide a pile of cards into two parts © [I/T] Who’s 
going to cut (the cards)? 

RECORD /kat/ v [T] pres. part. cutting, past cut to 
make a recording of music or speech on a record 
© When did Elvis cut his first record? 


WORD FAMILY cut 


Nouns cut Verbs cut 


undercut 


cutting 


Adjectives cut 
cutting 


IDIOMS with cut 


ecut both ways to have both advantages and dis- 
advantages © The promotion cuts both ways be- 
cause though I'll make more money, I'll have to be 
away from my family more often. 

ecut corners to do something in the easiest, 
cheapest, or fastest way © | don’t like to cut corners 
when | have company for dinner. 

e Cut it out! infmi stop doing that © Cut it out, you 
two —!’m tired of listening to you argue! 

ecut off your nose to spite your face to cause 
problems for yourself by trying to punish someone 
else 0 If you stay home because your ex-boyfriend is 
at the party, aren’t you cutting off your nose to spite 
your face? 

ecut someone some slack infmi to give someone 
additional freedom © Because it was the last day of 
class, the teachers cut us some slack. 

enot cut it, not cut the mustard to not be able to 
deal with problems or difficulties satisfactorily o We 
were playing against a more experienced team,.and 
we just couldn’t cut it. 


dz jump | j yes | I little | ®m hm | ®n cotton | 4 sing | J shoe | t meeting | © think | 6 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


cut-and-dried 


PHRASAL VERBS with cut 


ecut across something to include several things 
that usually are separated from each other © Iron 
deficiency in women cuts across all socioeconomic 
levels. 

ecut back (something) [M] to reduce or stop © He 
was advised to cut back on sugary sodas. O° Cancel 
the service, or cut it back to “basic.” 0 Related noun: 
CUTBACK 

ecut down (something) [M] to reduce something 
in amount, size, or number of times repeated © /’ve 
decided to cut down on snacks. © Seat belts have cut 
down the number of injuries in car accidents. 

ecut in INTERRUPT to interrupt someone who is 
talking © | was talking to Jeff when Amy cut in. 
ecut someone in INCLUDE to include someone in 
a plan, activity, or process O Next time you get free 
concert tickets, cut me in. 

ecut off something/someone STOP [M] to stop or 
interrupt something suddenly, or to stop someone 
from speaking © We were cut off in the middle of our 
phone conversation. © Related noun: CUTOFF LIMIT 
¢cut off someone/something DRIVE [M] (of a driver 
or vehicle) to move suddenly in front of another 
driver or vehicle, leaving too little space © He 
claimed that a truck had cut him off just before the 
accident. 

ecut someone out [M] to keep someone from tak- 
ing part in a plan, activity, or process O Some critics 
say the proposed amendment is effectively cutting 
others out of the planning process.ecut out for 
something to be the right type of person for a par- 
ticular job or activity © He’s just not cut out for 
politics. 

ecut something short [M] to stop something sud- 
denly before it is completed © We cut short our 
vacation when we learned of my mother’s illness. 
ecut through something to understand something 
that is not easy to understand © She can cut 
through the confusing statistics and get at the im- 
portant facts. 


cut-and-dried, cut-and-dry adj clear and sim- 
ple and removing any further uncertainty or diffi- 
culty © Unfortunately, there is no cut-and-dried 
answer to the problem of immigration. 


cutback /‘kat-bzek/ n [C] a reduction, esp. one 
made to save money © Cutbacks in public spending 
are expected in the next budget. O Related verb: CUT 
BACK 


cute CHARMING /kju:t/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 (esp. 
of something or someone small or young) charm- 
ing and attractive © She was a really cute baby. 2 
Something described as cute is attractive and 
pleasant: She had a cute apartment with a little 
garden. 


DECEIVING /kju:t/ adj [-er/-est only] disapproving too 
carefully designed to get approval or appear at- 
tractive, and therefore seeming dishonest © [+ to 
infinitive] He thinks it’s cute to misbehave, but it’s 
not. 


cutesy /'kju:t-si/ adj [-er/-est only] disapproving ar- 
tificially attractive and charming, esp. in a way suit- 
able for a child © The house is full of cutesy pictures 
of kittens. 
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cuticle /‘kju:t-1-kal/ n [C] 1 the thin skin at the 
base of the nails on the fingers and toes 2 biology 
Cuticle is also the outer layer of a plant, which pro- 
tects it. 


cutlery /‘kat-la-ri/ n[U] knives, forks, and spoons 
used for eating food; SILVERWARE 


cutlet /‘kat-lat/ n [C] a small slice of meat, esp. 
from the RIBS, that is usually fried © veal cutlets 


cutoff LIMIT /‘kat-9:f/ n [C] a fixed point or limit 
at which something is stopped © The cutoff for 
blood donations is usually age 65. © Related verb: 
CUT OFF STOP 


ROAD /'kat:9:f/ n[C] a road that leaves another and 
provides a shorter route © We took the cutoff and 
saved 20 minutes on the trip home. 


cutoffs /‘kat-s:fs/, cutoff jeans L,KAL, On Catia, 
pina pair of JEANS with the legs removed at or 
above the knee 


cutout /‘kat-aut/ n [C] a shape cut out, or to be 
cut out, from something © This children’s book has 
animal cutouts. 


cut-rate /kat,rert/ adj [not gradable] available 
at a lower price than usual © cut-rate merchandise 


cutthroat /‘kat-erout/ adj showing no care or 
consideration for the harm done to others with 
whom you are in competition 0 He was unhappy 
working in the cutthroat world of advertising. 


cutting /‘kat-1n/ adj said or done to hurt some- 
one’s feelings © She made a cutting remark about 
his table manners. © See also: CUTTING at CUT DIVIDE 


cutting edge n [U] the most recent stage in 
the development of something © His research is at 
the cutting edge of new therapies for cancer. 


CV /si: 'vi:/ n [C] a written description of your edu- 
cation, achievements, and previous employment, 
used esp. to show someone who may employ you 
in a new job, or to qualify for an honor 


cyanide /'sat-a,naid/ n [U] an extremely pow- 
erful poison 


cyber- /'sai-bar/ prefix computer © cybercrime 


cyberspace /'sai-bar speis/ n [U] an electronic 
system that allows computer users around the 
world to communicate with each other or to ac- 
cess information for any purpose © A group of knit- 
ters has banded together in cyberspace to offer free 
patterns. 


cycle © SERIES /'sar-kal/ n [C] a complete set of 
events that repeat themselves regularly in the 
same order, or a regularly repeated period of time 
Oo Some economists predict the business cycle will turn 
downward. 
cyclical @ /'sar-kli-kal, 'stk-la-/, cyclic /'sar-klik, 
'stk-lik/ adj © Changes in the economy often follow 
a cyclical pattern. 


BICYCLE /'sat-kal/ n [C] short form of BICYCLE 


cycle © /'sar-kal/ v[I] © We cycled around campus 
in the afternoon. 
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cyclist /'sar-klast/ n [C] a person who rides a bi- 
cycle O There’s a special lane for cyclists. 


cyclone /‘sat-kloun/ n[C] a violent and often de- 
structive storm in which the wind moves very fast 
in a circular direction 


cylinder SHAPE /'sil-an-dar/ n [C] geometry a 
solid that has long straight sides and circular ends 
of equal size, or a hollow object shaped like this 
and often used as a container © Inside a roll of paper 
towels there’s a cardboard cylinder. » Picture: solid 
cylindrical /sa'lin-dri-kal/ adj geometry © cylin- 
drical structures 

ENGINE PART /'sil-an-dar/ n [C] the tube-shaped 
part of an engine inside of which the PISTON (= 
part that causes the fuel to produce power) moves 
up and down © The engine isn’t firing on all its 
cylinders. 


cymbal /'sim-bal/ n [C usually pl] a flat, round 
musical instrument made of BRASS (= metal) that 
is hit with a stick or struck against another such 
instrument to make a loud noise 


cynical /'sin-1-kal/ adj not trusting or respecting 
the goodness of other people and their actions, 
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czar 


but believing that people are interested only in 
themselves © Listening to politicians for too long can 
make you cynical. 0 She’s become cynical about 
men. 

cynic /'stn-1k/ n [C] a person who believes that 
other people are interested only in themselves and 
therefore doubts that they can be good 
cynicism /'sin-9,s1z-am/ n [U] © He’s often been 
accused of cynicism, but he says he’s just realistic. 


cyst /sist/ n[C] a round growth under the skin or 
deeper in the body, containing liquid or tissue 


cyton /'sai ,tan/ n [C] biology the central part of 
a NEURON (= cell that sends and receives messages 
within the brain and nerves) 


cytoplasm /‘sait-a,plaz-am/ n[U] biology the 
substance inside a cell which surrounds the cell's 
NUCLEUS (= central part) > Picture: cell 


czar /zar, tsar/ n [C] 1 world history (before 
1917) the Russian ruler 2 infmi A czar is also a per- 
son who has a lot of power in a particular activity: 
The nation’s anti-corruption czar says much of the 
cash has disappeared. 
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Dd 


D LETTER, d /di:/ n[C] p/D’s, Ds, d’s, ds the fourth 
letter of the English alphabet 

MUSICAL NOTE /di:/ n [C/U] p! D’s, Ds music in 
Western music, the second note in the SCALE (= 
series of notes) that begins on the note C, ora set 
of notes based on this note 

MARK /di:/ n [C] p/ D’s, Ds a mark given for an 
exam, a course, or a piece of work which shows 
that your work is thought of as below average and 
that it needs improvement © / can’t believe | got a 
D in history last semester. 


NUMBER, d /di:, farv'han:drad/ number the ROMAN 
NUMERAL for the number 500 


D.A. n [C] abbreviation for DISTRICT ATTORNEY 


dab /dzb/ v [I/T] -bb- 1 to touch something 
lightly and quickly, usually repeatedly © [I] He 
dabbed at his eyes with a tissue. 2 If you dab some- 
thing on a surface, you put a small amount of 
something on it: [T] She dabbed a little perfume on 
her wrists. 
dab /dzeb/ n[C] a small amount of a substance © 
a dab of lipstick 


dabble /‘dzb-al/ v [I] to take a slight and not 

very serious interest in a subject or try a particular 
activity for a short period © / don’t paint much, |! 
just dabble. 


dachshund /‘daks-hunt, -hund; 'dak-sand/ n 
[C] a type of dog that is small and has a long body 
and short legs 


dad@ /dzed/ n [C] infmi a father © Can you give me 
$20, Dad? 0 My dad's a fireman. 


daddy /‘dzed-i/ n [C] a child’s word a father 0 Why 
don't you have any hair on your head, Daddy? o 
Mommy and Daddy are taking me to the circus. 


daddy longlegs agai: lop legz/ 7G] pi 
daddy longlegs infmi/ a small creature with eight 
legs that looks like a SPIDER 


daffodil /‘def-a ,dil/ n [C] a yellow, bell-shaped 
flower with a long stem, commonly seen in the 
spring 

dagger /'deeg:ar/ n [C] a short, pointed knife 
that is sharp on both sides, used esp. in the past 
as a Weapon 


daily /‘der-li/ adj, adv [not gradable] happening 
on or relating to every day, or every working day 
O Take the pills twice daily. O Exercise is part of my 
daily routine. 
daily /‘der-li/ n [C] a newspaper published every 
day of the week or every day except the weekend 


dainty /‘deint-i/ adj small and attractive in a deli- 
cate way © a dainty wrist/hand © dainty flowers 


dairy /'der-i, dzr-i/ n [C/U] a place on a farm 
where milk and cream are kept and cheese and 
butter are made, a company that supplies milk and 
products made from milk, or milk and products 


made from milk © [U] She eats no meat and very 
little dairy. © [U] I'll only buy nonfat dairy products. 


daisy /'det-zi/ n[C] a type of flower with a round, 
yellow center and a lot of thin, white petals 


dally /‘del-i/ v [1] to waste time or do something 
slowly © She dallied over her morning coffee. 


dam /dzem/ n[C] a wall built across a river to stop 
the flow and collect the water, esp. to make a RES- 
ERVOIR (= an artificial lake) that provides water for 
an area or can be used to make electricity 
dam /dzm/ v [T] -mm- to build a dam across a 
river in order to store the water © [M] Fish are af- 
fected when a river is dammed up. 


damage /'dem-1d3/ v[T] to harm or spoil some- 
thing © Many buildings were badly damaged by the 
earthquake. 0 News reports damaged the senator's 
reputation. 
damage /'dem-1d3/ n [U] © The fire did serious 
damage to the buildings. © He suffered brain damage 
in the accident. 


WORD FAMILY damage 


Nouns damage Verbs 


damages 


damage 


damage control n[C] the process of limiting 
the damaging effects of an action or mistake © You 
can’t live on junk food and then attempt dietary 
damage control with handfuls of vitamins. 


damages /'dzem-1-d31z/ p/n law money that is 
paid to someone by a person or organization who 
was responsible for causing some injury or loss © 
They were awarded $500,000 in damages. 


dame /deim/ n[C] dated, slang a woman © a fast- 
talking dame 


damn EXPRESSION /dzm/, damn it /‘dem<ot, 
-It/, dammit /'dzem.- at, -1t/ exclamation infm! an ex- 
pression of anger or annoyance © Damn! | spilled 
coffee on my blouse. O USAGE: This word may be 
considered offensive by some people. 
damn /dzem/ n [U] infm/ the least amount © This 
old car isn’t worth a damn. 
damn /daem/, damned /deemd/ adj [not grada- 
ble] infm!o a damn shame 


SURPRISE /dzem/ exclamation infml used to express 
surprise O Damn, | guess they decided to buy that 
house. 
damnedest/'daem-dast/ adj [not gradable] infm! 
© Well, that’s the damnedest thing | ever heard! 


VERY /dzm/ adj, adv [not gradable] infm/ very; 
great © You're a damn fool to try and drive that old 
car cross-country. 
damnedest /'daem-dast/ n infm! 


BLAME /dzm/ v[T] to blame or strongly criticize © 
The novel was damned by the critics for being too 
political. 
damning /‘deem-1n/ adj very critical, or showing 
clearly that someone is wrong or guilty © a damn- 
ing report/finding 
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229 dare 
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PUNISH /dzem/ v [T] to force someone to stay in 
hell and be punished forever 
damned /deemd/ pin the people who have been 
sent to hell after their deaths 


IDIOMS with damn 


«damned if you do and damned if you don’t criti- 
cized whatever you decide to do © Well, this is one 
of these things where you’re damned if you do and 
damned if you don’t. 

edo your damnedest, try your damnedest to try 
very hard © We’re going to do our damnedest to get 
the agency to respond. 


damp /demp/ adj [-er/-est only] slightly wet, 
esp. in a way that is not pleasant or comfortable o 
damp socks © a cold, damp day 
dampen /‘deem-pan/ v [T] 1 Rain dampened the 
tent, but it dried in the sun. 2 \f something dampens 
feelings, esp. of excitement or enjoyment, it makes 
them less strong: | think the accident dampened his 
enthusiasm for baseball. 
dampness /'deemp-nas/ n [U] 0 The dampness 
bothers my arthritis. 


damsel /‘dzm:zal/ n [C] dated literature a 
young woman who is not married © The heroine in 
this movie isn’t like some damsel in distress ( 
woman needing a man’s help) waiting to be saved. 


dance /dens/ v [I/T] 1 to move the body and 
feet in rhythm to music © [I] Who was she dancing 
with at the party? © [T] They danced a waltz. 2 If 
something dances, it moves quickly and easily: [1] 
Sunlight danced on the water. 
dance /dzens/ n [C/U] 1 an act of dancing, or a 
particular set of movements © [C] “May | have this 
dance?” he asked. © [C] The next dance will be a 
waltz. © [U] Do you take dance lessons? 2 A dance 
is also a social occasion at which people dance: [C] 
the eighth-grade dance 
dancer /'dzen-sar/ n [C] 0 He’s a dancer with the 
New York City Ballet. 


dandelion /‘den-d4,at-an/ n [C] a small, 
bright yellow flower that grows wild and makes 
light, white seeds that are easily blown 


dandruff /‘dzen-draf/ n [U] small, white bits of 
dead skin that sometimes gather in the hair or fall 
on the clothes, esp. on the shoulders 


dandy /‘deen-di/ adj infmi very good © I’m doing 
just dandy, thanks. 


danger /'dein-d3ar/ n [C/U] 1 the possibility of 
harm or death, or of something unpleasant hap- 
pening © [C] / quickly understood the dangers of rock 
climbing. © [U] ! felt my life was in danger. © [U] 
They're in danger of losing the playoffs. 2 A danger 
is also a harmful influence: [C] the dangers of air 
pollution 

dangerous /'dein-d3a-res/ adj © dangerous 
chemicals/bacteria © Whooping cough is most dan- 
gerous for infants. 

dangerously /'dein-d3a-ra-sli/ adv © danger- 
ously high winds 


WORD FAMILY danger 
Nouns 


danger Verbs endanger 


Adjectives endangered Adverbs dangerously 
dangerous 


WORD CHOICES dangerous 
If something is extremely dangerous, you can 


use the adjectives hazardous, perilous or 
treacherous. 


Ice had made the roads treacherous. 
Heavy rain is causing hazardous driving 
conditions. 
A perilous journey through the mountains was 
their only escape route. 
Substances which are dangerous are often de- 
scribed as harmful or hazardous. 
Please be aware that these chemicals are 
harmful/hazardous to human health. 
If something is so dangerous that it is likely to 
kill someone, you can describe it as lethal. 
These medications can be lethal if they get 
into the wrong hands. 
If something is dangerous because something 
bad might happen, you can say that it is risky. 
Surgery at his age would be too risky. 


a 


dangle /‘dzp-gal/ v [I/T] to hang loosely, or to 

cause something to hang © [I] A loose wire was 
dangling from the wall. © [T] He dangled the puppet 
in front her. 


Danish (pastry) /‘dei-nif (‘per-stri)/n [C/U] 
a type of sweet pastry for one person, often filled 
with fruit or cheese 


dank /denk/ adj [-er/-est only] (esp. of buildings 
and air) wet, cold, and unpleasant © For years they 
lived in a dank, dark basement apartment. 


dapper /‘dzp-ar/ adj (of a man) looking stylish 
and neat 


dare BE BRAVE /der, dar/ v dares, dare to be 
brave enough to do something difficult or dan- 
gerous or that you should not do © [T] She wouldn’t 
dare go out alone there at night. © [|] He wanted to 
touch it, but he didn’t dare. © [+ to infinitive] | can’t 
believe you dare to talk to me this way! 
daring /'der-1n, 'deer-/ adj showing bravery and 
willingness to risk danger or criticism © a daring, 
experimental performance © Specially trained troops 
carried out a daring rescue operation. 

ASK /der, dzer/ v [T] to ask someone to do some- 
thing that involves risk © | dare you to ask him to 
dance. 
dare /der, deer/ n [C] © He jumped into the river 
on a dare. 


WORD FAMILY dare 


Nouns dare 
daredevil 


Adjectives daring 
Verbs 


dare 
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daredevil 
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daredevil /‘der dev-al, 'dzer-/ n [C] a person 
who does dangerous things and takes risks 


dark WITHOUT LIGHT /dark/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 
with little or no light, or having little brightness © 
It was too dark to see much of anything. © What time 
does it get dark in the summer? 2 Dark colors have 
less white in them: a dark blue dress © dark hair/ 
eyes 
dark /dark/ n[U] the absence of light © Does eat- 
ing carrots really help you to see in the dark? © She 
arrived home well before/after dark (= before/after 
the sun had gone down). 
darken /'dar-kan/ v [I/T] © [1] The sky darkened as 
thick smoke billowed from the refinery. © [T] She 
pulled down the shades to darken the room. 
darkness /'dark-nas/ n[U] © The city was plunged 
into darkness by the power blackout. 

SAD /dark/ adj [-er/-est only] unhappy or sad; 
GLOOMY © The report contains dark predictions 
about the future. 

EVIL /dark/ adj [-er/-est only] evil or threatening © 
He gave me a dark look when | criticized his work. 


WORD FAMILY dark 


Nouns dark 
darkness 


Adjectives dark 


Verbs darken 


IDIOM with dark 


ein the dark not informed about things that 
might be useful to know © Our boss tends to keep 
us in the dark most of the time. 0 “Do you know 
anything?” “No, I’m completely in the dark, like ev- 
eryone else.” 


dark glasses p/n SUNGLASSES 


dark horse /‘dark'ho:rs/ n [C] infm! a person 
who is not expected to succeed in or unexpectedly 
wins an election, race, or other competition © a 
dark horse in the primaries 


darling /‘dar-lig/ n [C] used to show affection 
when speaking to someone © Hello, darling. 
darling /'‘dar-l19/ adj [not gradable] much loved 
© Here’s a picture of my darling child. 


Carn REPAIR /darn/, v [T] to repair a hole or a 
piece of clothing with long stitches across the hole 
and other stitches woven across them © to darn 
socks . 


EXPRESSION /darn/, darn it /‘dar-nat, -nit/ excla- 
mation infml used to express annoyance or surprise 
oO Darn it! | missed my bus. 
darn /darn/, darned /darnd/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] infmi 1 Where’s my darn notebook? 2 Darn can 
also mean extremely: /’m too darn tired to go out 
tonight. 


dart MOVE QUICKLY /dart/ v [I always + adv/ 
prep] to (cause to) move quickly or suddenly © She 
darted out from between two parked cars. 

POINTED OBJECT /dart/ n[C] a small object with a 
thin pointed end that is thrown or shot © tranquil- 
izer dart 


darts /darts/ n [U] a game in which darts are 
thrown at a circular board, scoring the number of 
points marked on the board 


FOLD /dart/ n[C] a fold sewn into a piece of cloth- 
ing to make it fit better 


dash MOVE QUICKLY /dz{/ v [I] to move quickly 
© She dashed to the store for some juice. © Mary’s 
always dashing from one meeting to another. 
dash /def/ n[C usually sing] 1 We made a dash 
for the plane. 2 A dash is also a race over a short 
distance: a 50-yard dash 

HIT /deef/ v [I/T] to hit with great force, esp. caus- 
ing damage © [!] Waves dashed against the cliffs. © 
[T] (fig.) Hopes of an economic recovery have been 
dashed (= destroyed) by the latest unemployment 
statistics. 


SMALL AMOUNT /dz{/ n [C] a small amount of 
something added to or mixed with something else 
© Add a dash of salt to the mixture. 


LINE /dz s/n [C] a short, horizontal mark (—) used 
to separate parts of sentences 


dashboard /'daJ-bo:rd, -bourd/, short form dash 
n [C] the part of a car that contains some of the 
controls used for driving and the devices for mea- 
suring esp. speed and distance 


dashing /‘deJ-1n/ adj dated attractive and stylish 
because of being energetic, exciting, and confi- 
dent © a dashing young man 


data © /‘deit-a, ‘dzt-a, 'dat-2/ n [U] mathe- 
matics, science information collected for use © 
They had data on health, education, and economic 
development. © USAGE: Although originally a plural 
(the rarely used singular is datum) and used with 
a plural verb, data is now often used as an uncount 
noun with a singular verb. 


database /‘deit-a,bers, 'det-a-, 'dat-a-/ n[C]a 
large amount of information stored in a computer 
system in such a way that it can be easily looked 
at or changed 


data processing n [U] the use of computers 
to store, organize, and perform calculations on 
information 


date DAY /deit/ n [C] a numbered day in a 
month, often given with the name of the month 
or with the month and the year © Today’s date is 
June 24, 1998. 0 We agreed to meet again at a later 
date. © Please fill in your date of birth on the appli- 
cation form. © I’ve made a date (= agreed to a date 
and time) to see her about the house. 
date /deit/ v [I/T] © [T] The last letter | received 
from the insurance company was dated August 30, 
1999. o [I] This signature dates from (= originated 
at the time of) the 1800s. 


MEETING /deit/ n [C] 1 a social meeting planned 
in advance © We made a date to meet Evelyn and 
Josie at noon tomorrow for lunch. 2 A date is a per- 
son you are planning to meet socially and in whom 
you might have a romantic interest: Who is your 
date for the prom? 
date /deit/ v [I/T] © [!] They dated for five years 
before they got married. 


z bat | ahot | ai bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 bey | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


FRUIT /deit/ n[C] the sweet, brown fruit of various 
types of PALM tree 


| WORD FAMILY date | 


Nouns date Verbs date 
Adjectives dated predate 
outdated 


IDIOM with date 


eto date up to now © | wrote to you two months 
ago, but | have not received any response to date. 


dated /‘deit-ad/ adj showing the facts or style of 
the past rather than of the present © This infor- 
mation is dated. 


dative /‘deit-1v/ adj [not gradable] grammar 
iaving or relating to the CASE (= form) of a noun, 
pronoun, or adjective used to show that a word is 
the INDIRECT OBJECT of a verb that has two objects 


daub /do:b, dab/ v [T always + adv/prep] to 
spread a thick liquid on or in something © The chil- 
dren daubed finger paint on large sheets of paper. 


daughter /'do:t-ar/ n [C] a female child in re- 
lation to her parents © We have a son and a 
daughter. 
daughter-in-law /'do:t-a-ran,lo:/ n [C] pl 
daughters-in-law the wife of a person’s son 


daunt /do:nt, dant/ v [T] to make someone feel 
slightly frightened or worried about his or her abil- 
ity to achieve something; to discourage © She’s not 
at all daunted by criticism. 
daunting /'do:nt-1n, 'dant-/ adj © Reforming the 
welfare system is a daunting task. 


dawdle /'do:d-°l/ v [I] to do something very 
slowly, as if you do not want to finish it © She told 
her daughter to quit dawdling and get dressed or 
she'd be late for school. 


dawn /do:n, dan/ n the period in the day when 
light from the sun begins to appear in the sky © 
[U] (fig.) Computers mark the dawn of a new age. 
dawn /do:n, dan/ v [I] © Winston left his house as 
the day was dawning. 


PHRASAL VERB with dawn 


e dawn on someone to become known or obvious 
to someone, often suddenly © It finally dawned on 
him that shed been joking. 


day TIME /de1/ n[C] 1 a period of 24 hours, esp. 
from 12 o’clock one night to 12 o’clock the next 
night, or the part of this period after the sun rises 
but before it goes down, when there is light © My 
husband picks up our son every day after school. © 
In summer the days are longer and we have cookouts 
in the backyard. © We leave on vacation the day after 
tomorrow. 2 A day is also the part of a period of 24 
hours that you spend at work: He’s been working 
12-hour days this week. 3 Days can mean a long 
period of time: In those days (= that period in his- 
tory), people had large families. 


dazed 


USAGE = 25S sulfa gal aes 
day 
Be careful to use the correct preposition with 
the word day. You usually need to use the 
preposition on. 
On the second day of our holiday we went to 
the beach. 


the-beach: 


WORD FAMILY day 


Nouns day 


Adverbs daily 


Adjectives daily 


IDIOMS with day 


eday after day repeatedly for many days © The 
same problems keep coming up day after day. 

eday and night all the time © The noise is awful - 
you can hear the traffic day and night. 

eday by day gradually over many days © Day by 
day my father grew stronger. 

e day in, day out, day in and day out every day © 
| do the same things day in, day out. © USAGE: Used 
to say that a repeated event or task is boring. 


daybreak /‘der-breik/ n [U] DAWN 


day care, daycare /‘der-ker, -kzer/ n[U] care pro- 
vided during the day for young children, esp. in 
order to allow their parents to work 


day-care center, daycare center /‘der-ker 
sent: ar, -kaer-/ n[C] a place where parents pay to 
leave their children while the parents work © She 
ran a day-care center for working mothers. 


daydream /'dei-dri:m/ n [C] a set of pleasant 
thoughts about something that you would like to 
do or achieve, but which is not likely © / had a 
daydream that I'd win the road race. 
daydream /‘der-dri:m/ v [I] © She would day- 
dream in class about horseback riding and other 
things she'd rather be doing. 


daylight /‘der-lait/ n (U] natural light from the 
sun, or the period during a day when there is light 
© She had little free time during the daylight hours. 


daylight saving time n [U] the time set 
usually one hour later in summer so that there is a 
longer period of light in the evening © Compare 
STANDARD TIME 


Day of Atonement » [C] YOM kippuR 


daytime /'dei-taim/ n [U] the period of each 
day when the sun is up and there is light 


day-to-day adj ordinary and regular © Your day- 
to-day responsibilities will include sorting the mail 
and making appointments. 

day trip n [C] a visit to a place in which you 
return home or to your hotel on the same day 
day-tripper n [C] © A lot of the people on the 
beach are day-trippers. 


dazed /deizd/ adj confused or unable to think 
clearly, esp. as a result of an injury or from shock 
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© The driver in the accident appeared dazed but not 
badly hurt. 

daze /deiz/ n[U] © She was so happy she was in 
a daze. 


dazzle /‘dzz-al/ v[T] 1 to cause someone to feel 
strong admiration of something or someone © He 
was dazzled by Rome’s architectural treasures. 2 A 
person or animal who is dazzled by a light cannot 
see because the light is too bright to look at. 
dazzling /'dzez-a-lin/ adj causing or likely to 
cause strong admiration © A dazzling smile flashed 
across his face. 


DDT / di:d ji: 'ti:/ n [U] a poisonous chemical used 
in the past for killing insects 


deacon /‘di:-kan/ n[C] (in some church groups) 
a church official of lower rank than a priest, or a 
church member who helps a minister 


dead NOT LIVING /ded/ adj [not gradable] 1 no 
longer living © dead leaves © Local residents found 
the whale dead on the beach. 2 lf a piece of ma- 
chinery or equipment is dead, it is no longer work- 
ing: a dead battery © The phone suddenly went 
dead. 3 infmi If you describe a place as dead, you 
mean there is not much activity there that interests 
you: | love my hometown, but as a teenager | always 
found it dead. © Related noun: DEATH 
dead /ded/ p! n people who are no longer living 
© She did not know any of the names listed among 
the dead. 
deaden /'ded-®n/ v [T] to reduce the severity or 
effect of something © He asked for some stronger 
medication to deaden the pain. 
deadly /'ded:li/ adj dangerous and able to kill o 
a deadly poison > Usage: died or dead? at DIE 


COMPLETE /ded/ adj [not gradable] complete or 
exact © The conductor waited for dead silence before 
lifting his baton. © He aimed for the dead center of 
the target. 
dead /ded/ adv [not gradable] completely or ex- 
tremely © After a hard day’s work, | was dead tired. 
dead /ded/ n [U] the deepest or most extreme 
part of something 
deadly /'ded-li/ adj, adv © She was deadly (= ex- 
tremely accurate) with a bow and arrow. © The 
movie was deadly (= very) dull. 


WORD FAMILY dead 


dead 
death 


Adverbs deadly 
deathly 


Nouns Adjectives dead 


deadly 
deathly 


deaden 


Verbs 


IDIOMS with dead 


e(as) dead as a doornail completely dead © The 
fox in the road was as dead as a doornail. 

edead of night the middle of the night, when it 
is very dark © / lay in my tent in the dead of night, 
listening to the noises in the woods. 

edead of winter the middle of winter, when it is 
very cold © It was the dead of winter and the ground 
was covered in deep snow. 


edead set against something completely opposed 
to something © She wanted to move to Los Angeles 
but both her parents were dead set against it. 


deadbeat /‘ded-bi:t/ n [C] someone who owes 
money and does not pay it, or someone who 
avoids doing work 


dead end n [C] a road or path that has no way 
out at one end ° (fig.) Negotiators have reached a 
dead end (= have not been successful and cannot 
go further) in their attempts to find a peaceful 
solution. 


dead heat n [C] a race in which two or more 
competitors finish at exactly the same time © The 
two horses finished in a dead heat. © (fig.) Opinion 
pollsters call the Congressional race a dead heat, say- 
ing it is too close to call. 


dead language n [C] a language that is no 
longer used for ordinary communication © Latin is 
a dead language. 


deadline /‘ded-lain/ n [C] a time or day by 
which something must be done © The deadline for 
filing income taxes is April 1 Sth. 


deadlock /'ded-lak/ n [C/U] a state or situation 
in which agreement in an argument cannot be 
reached because neither side will change its de- 
mands or accept the demands of the other side 0 
[U] The long deadlock over clean air legislation has 
been broken. 
deadlocked /'ded-lakt/ adj unable to make any 
progress toward reaching agreement © A second 
trial, in 1982, ended in a mistrial with a deadlocked 
jury. 

deadpan /‘ded-pzn/ adj, adv looking or seem- 
ing serious when you are not, or without an emo- 
tion © As an overweight neighbor who drops in 
periodically, Karen Vaccaro offers a funny deadpan 
performance. 


dead wood n[U] people, esp. employees, who 
are no longer useful © When she took over the 
agency, she streamlined the operation by getting rid 
of a lot of dead wood. 


deaf /def/ adj unable to hear © She's becoming 
increasingly deaf. 
deafening /'def-a-nin/ adj (of a sound) ex- 
tremely loud © a deafening explosion © deafening 
applause 


deal AGREEMENT /di:I/ n [C] an agreement or 
arrangement, esp. in business © They bargained 
with each other but finally agreed to a deal. © She 
got a really good deal (= paid a low price) on her 
new car. 
deal /di:|/ v [I/T] past dealt to do business with or 
be involved with someone or something © [I] We 
only deal with companies that have a good credit 
record. © [|] They mainly deal in (= buy and sell) 
mutual funds. 
dealer /'di:-lar/ n [C] © an antiques dealer o a 
used-car dealer 
dealership /‘di:-lar , fip/ n[C] a business that has 
the right to sell a company’s products in a partic- 
ular area using the company’s name © a Toyota 
dealership 
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dealings /'di:-l1gz/ pin activities or relations in- 
volving other people, esp. in business © He was 
accused of being involved in shady financial dealings. 

GIVE OUT /di:!/ v[I/T] past dealt to give or give out 
something, esp. playing cards © [I/T] Whose turn is 
it to deal (the cards)? © [T] (fig.) Tonight’s defeat 
dealt a blow to (= damaged) her hopes of making it 
to the finals. 
deal /di:I/ n [C] a turn to give out playing cards 
O It’s your deal. 

AMOUNT /di:|/ n [U] a large amount or very much 
© She used to talk a great deal about her childhood 
in Indiana. 

WORD FAMILY deal 
Nouns deal 


Verbs deal 


dealer 
dealings 
dealership 


PHRASAL VERBS with deal 


edeal with someone/something MANAGE to de- 
velop a way to manage or relate to someone or 
something © We have to deal with problems as they 
arise. O She had a marvelous ability to deal with 
people. 

¢deal with something BE ABOUT to be about or 
be on the subject of something © She likes novels 
that deal with serious moral issues. © The lecture 
dealt with his trip to South Africa. 


deamination / di: zem-a'ner:fan/ n [U] biol- 
ogy, chemistry the process by which one or more 
of the groups of atoms containing NITROGEN (= a 
gas that is a chemical element) are removed from 
a MOLECULE (= smallest unit of a substance) 


dean /di:n/ n [C] a high-ranking official in a col- 
lege or university responsible for a department, 
teachers, students, etc. © Langer is the dean of the 
law school. 


dear LOVED /dir/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 loved or 
greatly liked O She’s a dear friend. 2 Dear is used at 
the beginning of a letter to greet the person you 
are writing to: Dear Kerrie/Mom and Dad/Ms. 
Smith/Sir 3 Dearest can be used in a letter to greet 
someone you love: Dearest Ben, | think of you every 
day. 

deat /dir/ n[C] 1 Annie's such a dear. 2 Dear is 
used to address someone in a friendly way, esp. 

someone you love or a child: Have something to 
eat, dear. 


EXPRESSION /dir/ exclamation infm! used to express 
annoyance, disappointment, unhappiness, or sur- 
prise © Oh dear! I’ve lost my keys again. 


dearly /‘dir-li/ adv very much © We would dearly 
love to move to the country. © You'll pay dearly for 
breaking the law in this town. 


dearth /d3ré/ n[U] an amount of something that 
is too small: a lack O The region is suffering from a 
dearth of medical specialists. 


death /de6/ n[C/U] the end of life o[C] a sudden/ 
natural death © [U] | hope she finds the peace in 
death she never found in life. © [U] Fire ants stung a 
woman to death (= caused her to die). O Related 
adjective: DEAD NOT LIVING 
deathly /'de@-li/ adj, adv seeming like death o 
Madeline looked deathly pale. © The crowd was 
deathly silent. 


debris 


IDIOMS with death 


eon someone’s deathbed just before someone’s 
death © He told her he loved her on his deathbed. 
eto death a lot © The movie scared the kids to 
death. 


death knell n [C] a warning of the end of 
something © Defeat of this bill sounds a death knell 
for consumer protection 


death penalty n [C] the legal punishment of 
particular crimes by death 


death row n [C] the place in a prison where 
prisoners wait to be killed as punishment 


death toll n[C] the number of people who died 
as a result of an event © The day after the earth- 
quake the death toll had risen to 90. 


deathtrap /‘deé trzep/ n[C] something that is 
very dangerous and could cause death 0 With no 
fire exits, the hall was a deathtrap. 


debacle /di'bak-al, di:-, -'baek-/ n [C] an event 
or situation that is a complete failure © The candi- 
date’s behavior during the debate turned what could 
have been a victory into a political debacle. 


debase /di'beis/ v [T] to reduce in quality or 
value © Television is often blamed for debasing Amer- 
ican politics. 


debatable © /di'beit-a-bal/ adj not clear, not 
certain, or not fixed; possibly not true © /t’s debat- 
able whether he could get a fair trial here. 


debate © /di'beit/ n [C/U] English a discus- 
sion, esp. one in which several people with differ- 
ent opinions about something discuss them 
seriously, or the process of discussing something © 
[U] Education is always a topic of interest and public 
debate. 
debate /di'bert/ v [I/T] © [1] Congress debated for 
several hours without reaching a vote. 


debilitating /di'bil-9,teit-1n/ adj causing 
weakness © Strokes are a common debilitating con- 
dition of old age. 


debit /‘deb-at/ n [C/U] money taken out of a fi- 
nancial account, or a record of money taken © 
Opposite: CREDIT MONEY AVAILABLE 
debit /'deb-at/ v [T] © We have debited your ac- 
count $30. 


debit card n [C] a small plastic card used to 
make a payment by taking the amount of the pay- 
ment automatically from your bank account © The 
supermarket takes debit cards, credit cards, cash, 
and checks. 


debrief /di:'bri:f/ v [T] to question someone in 
detail to get useful information about something 
that person has done for you © After every flight, 
engineers thoroughly debrief the test pilot. 0 Com- 
pare BRIEF GIVE INSTRUCTIONS 


debris /da'bri:, dei-/ n[U] broken or torn pieces 
left from the destruction of something larger © Af- 
ter the tornado, debris from damaged trees and 
houses littered the town. 
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debt /det/ n[C] 1 something owed, esp. money 
© He managed to pay off his debts in two years. 2 If 
you are in debt, you owe money: We seem to be 
perpetually in debt. 3 If you go into debt, you bor- 
row money. © See also: INDEBTED GRATEFUL; IN- 
DEBTED OWING 
debtor /'det-ar/ n[C] a country, organization, or 
person who owes money © Student loans force stu- 
dents to graduate as debtors. O Compare CREDITOR 
at CREDIT PAYMENT LATER 


IDIOM with debt 


ein someone's debt grateful for something some- 
one did for you © I’m in Senator Obama's debt for 
getting my husband a visa. 


debug /di:'bag/ v [T] -gg- to remove BUGS (= 
mistakes) from a computer program © He spent 
weeks debugging the program. 


debunk /di: 'bank/ v [T] to show that something 
is not true O Every week some long-held medical the- 
ory is debunked. 


debut /‘der-bju:, der'bju:/ n [C usually sing] a 
first public appearance or activity © Cassavetes 
made his film debut in “Taxi” in 1953. 
debut /'der-bju:, der'bju:/ v [I/T] © [T] I'll be de- 
buting this song next Saturday night. 


Dec. n [U] abbreviation for DECEMBER. 


decade © /'dek-eid, de'keid/ n [C] 1 a period 
of ten years © The economy is growing at its fastest 
rate this decade. 2 Decades means a long time: 
They're enjoying new popularity after decades of 
neglect. 


decadence /'dek-ad-®ns/ n [U] a state of low 
standards in a society; social decay 
decadent /'dek-ad-@nt/ adj o The US was widely 
condemned as a decadent society. 


decaf /‘di:-kzf/ n [C usually sing] coffee that has 
had CAFFEINE (= a chemical substance) removed © 
Do you have any decaf? 


decaffeinated /di:'kaef-9 neit-ad/, short form 
decaf /'di:-kzef/ adj [not gradable] having had CAF- 
FEINE removed © decaffeinated coffee/tea/cola 


decal /'di:-kel, di'keel/ n [C] a picture or design 
on special paper, which can be put onto another 
surface, such as metal or glass 


decanter /di'kznt-ar/ n [C] an attractive glass 
bottle used for storing and serving liquids 


decapitate /di'kzp-a teit/ v [T] to cut off the 
head of a person or animal 


decathlon /di'keo Jan/ n [C] a competition in 
which male ATHLETES compete in ten sporting 
events over two days © Compare HEPTATHLON 


decay DAMAGE /di'ker/ n[U] damage, or a state 
that becomes gradually worse © The dentist says | 
have a lot of tooth decay. © There’s still too much 
crime, poverty, and decay in the neighborhood. 0 
Your attitude just contributes to the growing social 
decay. 


decay /di'ker/ v [I/T] © [I] City services are rapidly 
decaying. 

decaying /di'ker-1n/ adj [not gradable] o Empty 
lots stand next to abandoned, decaying buildings. 
PROCESS /di'kei/ n [U] physics the process by 
which a RADIOACTIVE substance breaks down and 
sends out harmful RADIATION 

decay /di'ker/ v [I] 


deceased /dr'si:st/ adj [not gradable] dead o 
The paintings are by his deceased brother, Dan. 
deceased /dr'si:st/ n [C] someone who has re- 
cently died © There will be no service, at the de- 
ceased’s request. 


deceit /di'si:t/ n [U] speech or behavior that 
keeps the truth hidden © All we hear from them are 
lies and deceit. 
deceitful /dr'si:t-fal/ adj o She just assumes that 
elected leaders are cynical and deceitful. 


deceive /dr'si:v/ v [T] 1 to persuade someone 
that something false is the truth; trick or fool o 
Some parents try to deceive school officials and enroll 
their children in other districts. 2 If you deceive 
yourself, you pretend something is true: We should 
not deceive ourselves into thinking this will be the end 
of it. 0 See also: DECEPTION 


WORD FAMILY deceive 


Nouns deceit 
deception 


Adjectives deceitful 
deceptive 


Verbs deceive Adverbs deceptively 


December /d1'sem-bar/, abbreviation Dec. n[C/ 
U] the twelfth and last month of the year, after 
November and before January 


decent /‘di:-sant/ adj 1 acceptable, satisfactory, 
or reasonable © We get good benefits, and the pay 
is decent. © It costs $100 to buy a decent sleeping 
bag. 2 Decent also means good or kind: They’re 
just decent, ordinary people. 3 infmi Decent also 
means wearing socially acceptable clothing: When 
the players were showered and decent, the reporters 
were allowed in. 
decently /'‘di:-sant-li/ advo Their employer treats 
them decently. 
decency /'di:-san-si/ n [U] © [+ to infinitive] She 
didn’t even have the decency to apologize. 


decentralize /di:'sen-tra,laiz/ v [T] to move 
the operations of a business or other organization 
from a single, central place to several smaller ones 
oO The company uses an unusual decentralized dis- 
tribution system. 
decentralization / di: sen-tra-la'ze1-fan/ n[U] 
© Many local people favor decentralization of the 
schools. 


deception /di'sep-fan/ n[C/U] a statement or 
action that hides the truth, or the act of hiding the 
truth O [U] Most advertising involves at least some 
deception. © Related verb: DECEIVE 
deceptive /d1'sep-tiv/ adj © Appearances can be 
very deceptive. 
deceptively /di'sep-trv-li/ adv 0 He makes it 
sound deceptively simple. 
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decibel /‘des-a bel, -bal/ n [C] a unit for mea- 
suring the loudness of sound 


decide /di'said/ v 1 to choose between one pos- 
sibility or another © [T] / decided | would try it. 0 [+ 
to infinitive] In the end, we decided to go to the the- 
ater. O[+ question word] We’re trying to decide how 
to proceed. © [+ (that) clause] He decided (that) it 
was his business. 2 |f something decides a result in 
a competition, it causes that result: [T] A mistake 
by our team decided the game against us. 3 A de- 
ciding factor is something so important that it 
forces a particular decision: The deciding factor in 
choosing this school was that it was far from home. 


WORD FAMILY decide 


Nouns — decision 


indecision 


Adjectives decided 
undecided 
decisive 
indecisive 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


decide 


decidedly 
decisively 


WORD CHOICES decide 


If someone is deciding a time or an amount, 
especially an exact date or price, the verbs fix 
and set are often used. 

The price has been set/fixed at $10. 

Have you set/fixed a date for the wedding? 

If someone makes a final and certain decision 
about a plan, date, etc., the verb finalize is 
sometimes used. 

We've chosen a venue for the wedding, but 

we haven't finalized the details yet. 
The verb settle and the phrasal verb settle on/ 
upon are also often used when someone is 
making a final decision. 

Have you settled on a place to live yet? 

OK then, we‘re going to Spain. That’s settled. 
To resolve to do something, is to decide defi- 
nitely that you will do it. 

Emma weighed herself and resolved to lose 

some weight. 
The expression make up your mind is often 
used to mean “to decide.” 

| like them both — | just can’t make up my 

mind which one to pick. 

Have you made up your mind whether you're 

going? 
If someone is unable to decide between two 
choices, in informal situations you can use the 
expression be torn between something and 
something else. 

I’m torn between the fish and the beef. 


decided /di'said-ad/ adj clear; certain © There’s 
been a decided improvement in subway service. 
decidedly /di'said-ad-li/ adv © He was decidedly 
careful about what he told me. 


deciduous /d1'sid3-a-was/ adj [not gradable] 
biology (of a tree) losing its leaves in the fall © 
Compare EVERGREEN 


declare 


decimal /'des-a:mal/ adj [not gradable] of a sys- 
tem of counting or money based on the number 
ten 
decimal /‘des-a:mal/ n [C] © Three-fifths ex- 
pressed as a decimal is 0.6. 


decimal point n [C] a mark used in numbers 
to separate whole numbers from parts of numbers 
© To divide by ten, move the decimal point one place 
to the left. 


decimate /'des-a,meit/ v [T] to destroy large 
numbers of people, animals, or other creatures, or 
to harm something severely © Overfishing has deci- 
mated the cod population. 0 We decimated public 
transportation in the 1950s and ‘60s. 


decipher /di'sai-far/ v[T] to discover the mean- 
ing of something hard to understand or which 
contains a hidden message © | have a hard time 
deciphering my phone bill. 


decision /di'si3-an/ n [C] something you 
choose; a choice © The board will make its decision 
shortly. © [+ to infinitive] Their decision not to attend 
the party puzzled everyone. 
decisive /dr'sai-siv/ adj 1 making choices 
quickly and surely, without having any doubts © In 
an emergency, decisive action is called for. 2 Decisive 
also means without doubt or question, and of the 
greatest importance: DNA test results were decisive 
in proving his innocence. 
decisively /di'sar-stv-li/ adv 0 We had to act 
quickly and decisively to put out the fire. 


decision-making n [U] the process of mak- 
ing choices, esp. important choices © She plays no 
part in the daily decision-making. 0 The bank gave 
decision-making authority to individual businesses, 
allowing them to better cater to their customers. 


deck FLOOR /dek/ n[C] 1 a wooden floor outside 
a house, usually with RAILINGS (= a low fence) and 
without a roof © In summer, we always eat out on 
the deck — except when it rains. 2 A ship’s deck is a 
floor laid between the sides of the ship: Waves 
washed over the deck. 


SET OF CARDS /dek/, pack n[C] a set of cards used 
for playing card games 

HIT /dek/ v [T] slang to hit somone and cause that 
person to fall 0 A key player was decked three times 
during yesterday’s basketball game. 


PHRASAL VERB with deck 


edeck out someone/something [M] to dress some- 
one in special clothes, or decorate something for 
a special occasion © Stanton was decked out in cow- 
boy boots and a work shirt. 


Declaration of Independence n[C usu- 
ally sing] US history a document claiming freedom 
for the United States from political control by Brit- 
ain on July 4, 1776 


declarative sentence /di'klzr-at-1v'sent- 
ans/ n[C] grammar a sentence that makes a state- 
ment or states a fact 


declare /di'kler, -'klaer/ v [T] to announce or ex- 
press something clearly and publicly, esp. officially 
© The courts declared the policy unconstitutional. © 
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A state of emergency has been declared because of 
severe flooding. © People use their license plates to 
declare their team loyalty. © [+ that clause] | declare 
that is the best chocolate cake I’ve ever eaten! 
declaration /,dek-la'rei-fan/ n [C] an official, 
public, usually written statement © a customs dec- 
laration © a declaration of principles 0 the American 
Declaration of Independence 


decline © GODOWN /di'klain/ v [I] to go 
down in amount or quality; lessen or weaken © His 
interest in the project declined after his wife died, © 
Her health declined quickly. 
decline /dr'klatn/ n [C/U] © [C usually sing] Un- 
employment increased this month after a modest de- 
cline. O [U] Civilization is in decline. 

REFUSE /dr'klain/ v [I/T] to refuse something © [T] 
She declined their job offer. 


decode /di:'koud/ v [T] to discover the meaning 
of information given in a secret or complicated 
way © Scientists are decoding the genetic sequences 
in DNA. 


decolonization / di: kal-a-na'zer- fan/_n [U] 
1 politics & government the release of one coun- 
try or territory from political control by another 
country 2 world history Decolonization was also 
the political independence received by European 
COLONIES (= a country or area controlled politi- 
cally by a more powerful country) in Africa and 
Asia after World War Il. 


decompose /,di:-kam'pouz/ v [I/T] 1 to de- 
stroy something by breaking it into smaller parts 
© [I] Certain kinds of plastic decompose quickly. 2 
biology |f dead plant or animal material decom- 
poses, it decays. 3 chemistry If a substance de- 
composes it separates into its parts. 
decomposition /,di: ,kam-pa'zrj-an/ n [U] 


decomposer /,di:-kam 'pou:zar/ n[C] biology 
an organism such as some types of bacteria or 
FUNGI that feeds on dead plant and animal ma- 
terial and causes it to decay 


decongestant /di:-kan'dges-tant/ n [C] a 
medicine that helps you to breathe more easily, 
esp. when you have a COLD ILLNESS 


decor /der'ko:r, di-; 'dek-2:r/ n [C/U] the choice 
of color, style of furniture, and arrangement of ob- 
jects in a room © [C] Actually, the ironing board is 
part of my decor. 


decorate MAKE ATTRACTIVE /'dek-9,reit/ v[T] 
to add something to an object or place, esp. to 
make it more attractive © They decorated the table 
with flowers and candles. 
decoration /,dek-a'rer-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] The 
molding has a floral decoration carved into it. © [U] 
Some women wear barrettes as decoration. 
decorative /'dek-a-rat-1v/ adj attractive © deco- 
rative patterns/accessories 
decorator /'dek-a,reit-ar/ n [C] an INTERIOR 
DECORATOR 


WORD CHOICES decorate 9 


The verbs refurbish, renovate, and revamp are 
common alternatives to “decorate” when you 


are talking about improving the appearance of 
a room or building. 

The University library is currently being 

refurbished. 

They were in the process of renovating an old 

barn. 

The restaurant has recently been revamped. 
Another alternative used in more informal sit- 
uations is the phrasal verb do over. 

He’s bought an old cottage and is gradually 

doing it over. 


HONOR /'dek:9,reit/ v[T] to reward or honor a per- 
son by giving him or her a MEDAL, BADGE, etc. © 
All four firefighters were decorated for bravery. 
decoration /,dek-a'rer-fan/ n[C] © He received 
the country’s highest decoration for bravery. 


WORD FAMILY decorate 


Adjectives decorative 
Verbs 


Nouns decoration 
decorator 


decorate 


decorum /d1'k9:r-am, -'kour-am/ n [U] fm be- 
havior that is socially correct, calm, and polite © 
The witness endured the lawyer’s badgering with re- 
markable decorum. 


decoy /'di:-kor, di'ko1/ n [C] something used to 
trick or confuse a person or animal © He carves duck 
decoys for hunters. 


decrease /di'kri:s, ‘di:-krizs/ v [I/T] to become 
smaller or make something less © [I] Car sales de- 
creased sharply this year. O Opposite: INCREASE 
decrease /'di:-kri:s, di'kri:s/ n[C] © | haven’t no- 
ticed any decrease in ticket sales. 
WORD CHOICES dk ef ba fa 
The verbs lessen, lower, and reduce, and the 
phrasal verb bring down are often used when 
someone decreases an amount or level. 
They've just lowered the age at which you can 
join. 
Exercise reduces the chance of heart disease. 
They are bringing down their prices. 
Drop, fall, go down, and come down are often 
used when a level or amount decreases. 
Unemployment has dropped/fallen from 8% 
to 6% in the last year. 
Prices always come/go down in January, 
If a level or amount decreases very quickly, the 


verbs plummet and plunge are sometimes 
used. 
Temperatures last night plummeted/plunged 
below zero. 
If a level or amount decreases gradually, the 
verbs dwindle and decline are sometimes used. 
The number of students in the school has 
dwindled to around 200. 
The number of members has declined by 25% 
over the last 30 years. 
If the size of something decreases, the verb 
shrink is sometimes used. The verb contract is 
used in technical contexts. 


pees 
CLI ct 
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Forests have shrunk to almost half the size 
they were 20 years ago. 
As the metal cools, it contracts. 


decree /di'kri:/ n [C] an order or statement of 
an official decision © He refused to carry out the 
board’s decree. 
decree /di'kri:/ v[T] ©[+ that clause] The Olympic 
charter decrees that the Games be opened by a head 
of state. 


decrepit /di'krep- at/ adj weak and in poor con- 
dition, esp. from age or long use © The town had 
two decrepit fire trucks that were constantly breaking 
down. 


decriminalize /di:'krim-a-na,laiz/ v [T] to 
make a particular act no longer illegal by changing 
a law 
decriminalization /,di: krim-an-4l-a'zer-fan/ 
n[(U] © decriminalization of minor offenses 


decry /di'krai/ v [T] to publicly criticize some- 
thing as being undesirable or harmful © Mitchell 
decried the high rate of unemployment in the state. 


dedicate /‘ded-a,keit/ v [T] 1 to give com- 
pletely your energy, time, etc. to something © He 
dedicated his life to helping the poor. 2 \f you ded- 
icate a book, play, performance, etc., to someone 
or something, you say publicly that it is in that 
person or thing’s honor: This book is dedicated to 
my children, Claire and Tom. 
dedicated /'ded-a,keit-ad/ adj believing that an 
activity or idea is important and giving a lot of en- 
ergy and time to it © The Boy Scouts organization 
is dedicated to helping boys become moral and pro- 
ductive adults. 
dedication /,ded-a'ker-fan/ n[C/U] 1 the activ- 
ity of giving a lot of your energy and time to some- 
thing you think is important © [U] dedication to 
worthy causes 2 A dedication Is also a ceremony in 
which something is formally opened or made 
available to the public: [U] The mayor made a 
speech at the dedication ceremony for the new 
school. 


deduce © /d1'du:s/ v [T] to reach an answer by 
thinking about a general truth and its relationship 
to a specific situation © [+ question word] In an 
attempt to deduce what happened to the jet, inves- 
tigators are looking at other similar planes. 
deduction @ /d1'dak:fan/ n [C/U] the process 
of learning something by considering a general set 
of facts and thinking about how something spe- 
cific relates to them © [C] Sherlock Holmes was fa- 
mous for making clever deductions. 


deduct /di'dakt/ v[T] 1 to take away an amount 
or part from a total © The company deducts $31.93 
each week from my salary for health insurance. 2 To 
deduct is also not to have to pay taxes on an 
amount that you have earned: Homeowners can 
deduct the interest they pay on their mortgages. 
deductible /di'dak-ta-bal/ adj [not gradable] A 
deductible expense is a cost that you can subtract 
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from the earnings on which you have to pay in- 
come tax: Mortgage interest is deductible. 
deductible /di'dak-ta-bal/ n [C] an amount of 
money that you are responsible for paying before 
your INSURANCE (= protection against loss) will 
pay you for an expense © Judy’s car insurance policy 
had a $500 deductible. 

deduction /di'dak-fan/ n [C/U] an amount or 
part taken away from a total, esp. an expense that 
you do not have to pay taxes on, or the process of 
taking away an amount or part © [C] New tax reg- 
ulations would cut the deduction for business 
lunches. 


deed ACTION /di:d/ n [C/U] an intentional act, 
esp. a very bad or very good one © [C] Whatever 
his motives, the deed did save a hundred thousand 
lives. 

DOCUMENT /di:d/ n[C] law a legal document that 
is an official record and proof of ownership of 
property © According to the deed, she owns the land 
from here to the river. 


deem /di:m/ v[T] to consider or judge © The pres- 
ident asked Congress for authority to take whatever 
steps he deemed necessary, including the use of force. 


deep DOWN /di:p/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] going 
or being a long way down from the top or surface, 
or being at a particular distance down from the 
top © She had a deep cut on her left arm. © During 
the flood, the water in the basement was knee-deep 
(= it would reach the knees of an average adult). 
© Related noun: DEPTH DISTANCE DOWN 


FRONT TO BACK /di:p/ adj having a (sometimes 
stated) distance from front to back © | want the 
bookcase shelves to be 12 inches deep. © The crowd 
along the parade route was six deep (= in six rows). 
O Related noun: DEPTH DISTANCE BACKWARD 


STRONGLY FELT /di:p/ adj strongly felt or experi- 
enced, or having a strong and lasting effect © Our 
deep love for each other will last forever. © He awoke 
from a deep sleep. © Joseph, deep in thought (= 
thinking so much that he is not aware of others), 
didn’t hear Erin enter the room. 
deepen /'di:-pan/ v[I/T] © [!] Over the years, her 
love for him deepened. 
deeply /'di:-pli/ adv © Everyone was deeply im- 
pressed by his performance. 

COMPLICATED /di:p/ adj [-er/-est only] difficult to 
understand; complicated © His book on how the 
brain works is too deep for me. 


LOW SOUND /di:p/ adj [-er/-est only] (of a sound) 
low © He was a large man with a deep voice. 


DARK /di:p/ adj [-er/-est only] (of a color) strong 
and dark © The sky is a deep blue. 


WORD FAMILY deep 


depth 
Adjectives deep 


Verbs 
Adverbs deeply 


Nouns deepen 


IDIOMS with deep 


edeep down in the part of your mind where your 
strongest and often most secret feelings are © You 
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Say you forgive him, but deep down, aren't you still 
angry? 

«have deep pockets to have deep pockets © The 
politicians with the deepest pockets usually win the 
election. 

ein deep (trouble) in serious trouble © You will be 
in deep trouble with Dad if you don’t tell him the 
truth now. 


deep-fry v [I/T) to fry food in a lot of oil 0 deep- 
fried chicken 


Deep South n [(U] the part of the US that is in 
the farthest south and east, including South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, 
but usually not including Florida 


deer /dir/ n[C] pideer a large animal, the males 
of which have wide horns that stick out like 
branches, that lives in forests and eats grass and 
leaves 


deface /di'feis/ v [T] to intentionally spoil the 
appearance of something by writing on or mark- 
ing it © They used spray paint to deface the sign. 


de facto /di'feek-tou, dei-/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] existing in fact, although not necessarily in- 
tended or legal 0 He has made the candidates for 
city council de facto school committee members. 


defame /di'ferm/ v[T] to damage someone's or 
something’s reputation by saying or writing bad 
things that are not true © He was behind the pro- 
paganda campaign to defame his political opponent. 
defamation /,def-a'met-fan/ n [U] 


default FAIL TO PAY /di'fo:lt/ v [I] to fail to do 
something, such as pay a debt, that you legally 
have to do © The company defaulted on a $133 
million loan. 
default /di'fa:lt, ‘di:-fo:lt/ m [C/U] 1 [C] Defaults 
rose to 4 percent of all the bank’s loans. 2 In sports, 
to win or lose by default is to win or lose because 
one side did not compete: [U] Humphrey never 
showed up, so Wilson won by default. 

STANDARD SETTING /'di:-fo:lt, di'fo:lt/ n [U] a 
standard setting esp. of computer SOFTWARE, such 
as of type size or style © The default color of text on 
the screen is black, 


defeat /di'fi:t/ v [T] to oppose and cause some- 
one to lose in a competition or war so that you can 
win © Bill Clinton defeated George Bush for the pres- 
idency in 1992. 
defeat /di'fi:t/ n [C/U] 1 success in competition 
with an opponent, causing the opponent to lose 
so that you can win © [U] /n the American Civil War, 
the North’s defeat of the South involved tremendous 
loss of life on both sides. 2 A defeat is also the action 
or fact of losing a competition or war: [C] This was 
the team’s fifth straight defeat. 


WORD FAMILY defeat 


Nouns defeat 
defeatism 
defeatist 


Adjectives undefeated 
defeatist 


defeat 


Verbs 


defeatism /di 'fi:t 1z-am/ n [U] a way of think- 
ing or behaving that shows that you expect to fail 
© He criticized his party for defeatism. 
defeatist /di'fi:t-ast/ adj © You'll never get any- 
where with a defeatist attitude. 


defecate /‘def-9,keit/ v [I] to excrete the con- 
tents of the bowels 


defect SOMETHING WRONG /‘di:-fekt, di'fekt/ 
n [C] something that is lacking or that is not ex- 
actly right in someone or something © The cars 
have a defect in the electrical system that may cause 
them to stall. 
defective /dr'fek-tiv/ adj © | replaced the defec- 
tive light switch. 


LEAVE /di'fekt/ v [I] to leave a country or a group 
you belong to, esp. in order to join an opposing 
one © Some of the mayor’s long-time supporters have 
defected to other candidates. 
defection /dr'fek-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] There have 
been defections to the US by several Cuban baseball 
players. 
defector /dr'fek-tar/ n [C] a person who leaves 
his or her own country or group to join an oppos- 
ing one 


defend PROTECT /di'fend/ v [T] 1 to protect 
someone or something from attack or harm © 
Communities will fight to defend themselves. 0 How 
can people best defend themselves against disease? 
2 To defend is also to argue in support of some- 
thing, esp. when it has been criticized: She de- 
fended her husband against the accusations. 
defendant /d1'fen-dant/ n [C] law a person in a 
court of law who is accused of having done some- 
thing wrong © The prosecutor must prove beyond a 
reasonable doubt that the defendant is guilty. © 
Compare PLAINTIFF 
defender /di'fen-dar/ n [C] a person who sup- 
ports someone or something, esp. when attacked 
or criticized © She is a defender of women’s rights. 
defensible /d1'fen-sa-bal/ adj Something that is 
defensible can be supported, esp. when criticized: 
He's presenting a plan that is morally defensible and 
politically realistic. 


SPORTS /d1 'fend/ v[I/T] (in sports) to try to prevent 
the opposition from scoring points in a competi- 
tion, or to guard a goal or other position © [I] jones 
is a difficult player to defend against. 
defender /di'fen-dar/ n [C] © Murray dribbled 
past a defender and fired the ball right into the 
basket. 


WORD FAMILY defend 


Nouns defense 
defendant 
defender 
defensive 
defenselessness Melons 


defend 


Adjectives defenseless 
defensible 
indefensible 
defensive 


defensively 


Verbs 


defense PROTECTION /di'fens/ n [C/U] 1 the 
ability to protect against attack or harm, or some- 
thing used to protect against attack or harm © [C] 
The vaccine strengthens the body’s defenses against 
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infection. 2 A defense is also an argument in sup- 
port of something, esp. when it has been criti- 
cized: [U] Her defense consisted of denying that she 
knew anything about the missing check. 3 law The 
defense is the person or people in a court who 
have been accused of doing something wrong, 
and their lawyer: [U] The defense rests (= This side 
has finished giving its argument). 

defensive /d1 'fen-s1v/ adj 1 intended to protect 
against attack or harm © a defensive strategy © It’s 
too late to sign up for the defensive driving class. 2 
If someone is defensive, the person feels criticized 
and quickly tries to explain: Don’t be defensive — 
I’m just asking why you didn’t vote. 

defenseless /d1'fen-slas/ adj having no way to 
protect yourself from attack or harm © Youngsters 
are often the most defenseless against mosquitoes. 
defenselessness /di 'fen-sla-snas/ n [U] 
defensive /di'fen-siv/ n [U] 

SPORTS /di'fens, 'di:-fens/ n[U] (in sports) the abil- 
ity to prevent the opposition from scoring points 
in a competition, or, esp. in football, the team 
without the ball that is trying to prevent its op- 
position from scoring points © The team has pretty 
good scoring ability, but it’s weak on defense. © 
Compare OFFENSE SCORING ABILITY 
defensive /di'fen-siv/ adj © The team’s defensive 
strategy was effective. 
defensively /d1'fen-siv:li/ adv 


IDIOM with defense 


eon the defensive protecting yourself from criti- 
cism instead of attacking or criticizing others © The 
speech produced a firestorm of protest, putting him 
on the defensive. 


defense mechanism n [C] an automatic 
way of behaving or thinking by which you protect 
yourself from something, especially from feeling 
unpleasant emotions © Arrogance is often a defense 
mechanism. 


defense spending n[U] politics & govern- 
ment money spent by a government to provide 
its military with weapons, equipment, and soldiers 


defer /d1'fsr/ v [T] -rr- to delay something until 
a later time; to POSTPONE © You can order the fur- 
niture now and defer payment until September. 
deferment /dr'far-mant/ n [C/U] (a) temporary 
delay in taking someone into the military forces © 
[C] They got draft deferments as graduate students. 


PHRASAL VERB with defer 


edefer to someone to let another person decide, 
or to accept another person’s opinion, usually be- 
cause you respect the knowledge or experience of 
that person © | deferred to Brian on the question of 
what to serve at the party. 


deference /‘def-a-rans/ n[U] respect shown for 
another person esp. because of that person’s ex- 
perience, knowledge, age, or power © In deference 
to nature lovers, the town refused to grant a permit 
to builders who would have filled in a swamp used 
by many birds. 
deferential /,def-a'ren-tfal/ adjo A smart lawyer 
is always deferential to a judge. 


definitive 


defiance /di 'fai-ans/ n © See at DEFY 
defiant /di'fai-ant/ adj o See at DEFY 
defiantly /di'fa-ant-li/ adv © See at DEFY 


deficiency /di'fif-an-si/ nm [C/U] the lack of 
something that is needed in order to meet a par- 
ticular standard or level of quality, or the thing that 
is lacking © [U] Many women suffer from iron 
deficiency. 
deficient /di 'f1J-ant/ adj 0 A diet that is deficient 
(= lacking) in protein is harmful to children. 


deficit /'def-a-sat/ n [C] the amount by which 
money spent is more than money received © The 
theater has been operating at a deficit of over 
$150,000 a year. 


defied /di'faid/ past simple and past participle of 
DEFY 


defile /di'fail/ v [T] to spoil the goodness or 
beauty of something © Cans, paper bags, and other 
trash defiled the landscape. 


define © EXPLAIN /d1'fain/ v [T] English to de- 
scribe the meaning of something, esp. a word, or 
to explain something more clearly so that it can 
be understood © How would you define “jaded”? 
definable © /di1'fai-na-bal/ adj 

SHOW /di'fain/ v [T] to show clearly the edge or 
shape of something © The dark figures are sharply 
defined on the white background. 

WORD FAMILY define 
Nouns Verbs define 


Adverbs definitely 
indefinitely 


definition 


Adjectives definite 
indefinite 
definitive 


definite © /'def-o-nat/ adj fixed, certain, or 
clear 0 We haven’t picked a definite date, but it will 
probably be in June. 
definitely @ /‘def-a-nat-li/ adv without any 
doubt; certainly © | don’t like that place — I’m defi- 
nitely not going back there. O “Are you really going 
to quit your job?” “Definitely!” 0 USAGE: Definitely 
is often used for emphasis, esp. in speech. 


definite article n [C] grammar the word 

“the” in English, or the words in other languages 
that have a similar use © Compare INDEFINITE 
ARTICLE 


definition © EXPLANATION / def-a'nif-an/n 
[C] English a statement that explains the meaning 
of a word or phrase © What is the definition of 
“mood”? 

SEEING CLEARLY /,def-o'nif-an/ n [(U] the degree 
to which something can be clearly seen or heard 
© The tape recorded conversation lacked definition - 
there was too much background noise. 


IDIOM with definition 


e by definition because of the nature of someone 
or something © Circus performers are, by definition, 
risk takers. 


definitive © /d:'fin-at-iv/ adj firm, finat, and 
complete; not to be questioned or changed © 
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There is no definitive scientific evidence that coffee is 
harmful. 


deflate /di'fleit/ v [I/T] 1 to allow air or gas to 
escape from within a container © [T] When the 
roads are icy, you may have to deflate your tires a 
bit. 2 fig. Someone or something that is deflated 
suddenly feels or is considered less important: [T] 
The allegations deflate the respect people have for 
the presidency. 


deflect /di'flekt/ v [T] to cause something to 
change direction, or to suddenly go in a different 
direction © The ionosphere deflects radio waves. © 
(fig.) The mayor deflected (= did not answer di- 
rectly) questions about his political plans. 
deflection /d1'flek-fan/ n [U] 


deform /di'fs:rm/ v [I/T] to change the shape 
or structure, esp. by using great pressure © Heat 
generated by intense pressure deforms the rock. 
deformed /d1'foirmd/ adj spoiled by not having 
a usual or regular shape or structure © The shale in 
this area is deformed and folding of the rock can be 
seen. © The child was born with a deformed heart. 
deformity /d1'fo:r-mat-i/ n [C/U] © [C] She was 
born with a deformity of the spine. 


defraud /di'fro:d/ v [T] to take or keep some- 
thing illegally from someone by deceiving the per- 
son © She is charged with defrauding the Internal 
Revenue Service. 


defrost /di'fra:st/ v [I/T] to become or cause 
something to become free of ice or no longer fro- 
zen O [I] Take some meat out of the freezer to defrost 
for supper. 


deft /deft/ adj [-er/-est only] skillful, effective, and 
quick © He cut some logs up for firewood with a few 
deft strokes of his ax. 
deftly /'‘def-tli/ adv © She deftly answered the 
tough questions. 


defunct /d1'fagkt/ adj [not gradable] no longer 
existing O He was a reporter for the defunct New York 
Herald newspaper. 


defuse /di'fju:z/ v [T] 1 to make a difficult or 
dangerous situation calmer O The two groups are 
trying to defuse tensions in the town council over the 
budget. 2 If you defuse a bomb, you prevent it 
from exploding. 


defy /di 'fai/ v [T] to refuse to obey or to do some- 
thing in the usual or expected way © They defied 
an evacuation order and stayed in town during the 
hurricane. © He defied the odds (= did what no one 
expected) and won the race for mayor. 
defiance /d1'fat-ans/ n [U] proud and deter- 
mined opposition against authority or against 
someone more powerful than you are © They are 
continuing to publish their newspaper, in defiance of 
government attempts to close it down. 
defiant /di'far-ant/ adj © She is defiant, angry, 
and tough. 
defiantly /di'far-ant-li/ adv © When | said she 
might fail, she replied defiantly, “No, | won’t!” 


degenerate /di'dgen-9,reit/ v [I] to become 
worse © Standards of courtesy have degenerated 
since | was a girl. 


degenerate /d1'd3en-a-rat/ adj bad or worse in 
quality or character, or (of a person) morally bad 
© He was a lazy, degenerate young man. 
degeneration /d1,dzen-a'rer fan, ,di:-/ n [U] 
the process of becoming worse © X-rays showed 
some degeneration of bone. 


degradable /di'greid-a-bal/ adj short form of 
BIODEGRADABLE 


degradation / deg-ra'dei-fan/ n [U] the pro- 
cess by which something is made worse, esp. the 
quality of land © One of the effects of environmental 
degradation is the absence of fish in that river. 


degrade REDUCE /di'greid/ v [T] 1 to reduce 
the quality of something © degrading water/air 
quality © degraded sound quality © The state is fund- 
ing projects to restore degraded wetlands. 2 chem- 
istry, physics A substance that degrades changes 
to chemical structures that are more simple. 


LESSEN WORTH /di 'greid/ v [T] to cause someone 
to seem to be worth less and lose the respect of 
others © His depiction in the movie degrades him. 
degrading /di'gretd-n/ adj making you feel 
ashamed and worthless as a person © a degrading 
job L 

degree AMOUNT /di'gri:/ n[C/U] an amount or 
level of something © [C] This job demands a high 
degree of skill. © [C] The house had also been dam- 
aged, but to a lesser degree. 


TEMPERATURE UNIT /di'gri:/, symbol ° n [C] a unit 
of measurement of temperature, often shown by 
the symbol ° written after a number © The tem- 
perature is expected to climb to 90° tomorrow. 


ANGLE MEASUREMENT /di'gri:/, symbol ° n [C] ge- 
ometry a unit of measurement of angles, often 
shown by the symbol ° written after a number 


NUMBER /di'gri:/ n [C] algebra 1 an EXPONENT 
NUMBER (= number that shows how many times 
another number is to be multiplied by itself) 2 A 
degree of a monomial is the total of the EXPO- 
NENTS in a mathematical statement. 3 A degree 
of a polynomial is the largest of the EXPONENTS in 
a mathematical statement. 


ACHIEVEMENT /di'gri:/ n [C] the level of achieve- 
ment recognized for a student who has completed 
a course of study at a college or university 0 She 
earned a bachelor’s degree in history from Yale. 


dehydrate / di: har '‘dreit/ v [I/T] to lose water, 
or to cause something to lose water © [T] The vege- 
tables were dehydrated and frozen. 
dehydration /,di: ,har'drei-fan/ n [U] © In hot, 
dry weather you need to drink lots of water to avoid 
dehydration. 


deign /dein/ v [+ to infinitive] to agree to do 
something although you consider yourself too im- 
portant to have to do it O Mr. Clinton did not deign 
to reply. 

deity /‘di:-at-i, ‘dei-/ n [C] 1 a god © Zeus was 
an ancient Greek deity. 2 The Deity is God. 

déja vu /,der,3a'vu:/ n [U] the strange feeling 


that in some way you have already experienced 
what is happening now 
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dejected /di'dzek-tad/ adj unhappy, disap- 
pointed, or lacking hope © William felt dejected be- 
cause he had sprained his ankle and had to sit out 
the game. 
dejection /di'dgek: fan/ n [U] 


delay /di'le1/ v[\/T] to cause to be late or to cause 
to happen at a later time, or to wait before acting 
© [T] He wants to delay the meeting until Wednesday. 
© [T] The space launch was delayed because of bad 
weather. © [|] Don’t delay in ordering tickets to the 
show. 
delay /d1'le1/ n [C/U] a period when something 
that might happen does not happen or does not 
happen quickly enough, or the failure to act 
quickly © [U] You need to call back without delay. © 
[C] The holiday traffic is likely to cause long delays. 
© [C] Any further delay would threaten the entire 
project. 


delectable /di 'lek:ta-bal/ adj giving great plea- 
sure O a delectable cake 


delegate CHOSEN PERSON /‘del-a-gat/ n[C] a 
person chosen or elected by a group to represent 
them, esp. at a meeting © Each state chooses del- 
egates to the national convention. 
delegate /‘del-a,geit/ v [T] © Four teachers were 
delegated to represent the school at the conference. 
delegation /,del-9'ge1-fan/ n[C] a set of people 
chosen or elected to represent a larger group 

GIVE /'del-9,geit/ v [I/T] to give a job or responsi- 
bility to someone in a lower position instead of 
doing it yourself © [T] Personnel matters made him 
uncomfortable, and he increasingly delegated them 
to others. 


delete /dr'li:t/ v [!/T] to remove (part or all of) 
a written or electronic text © [T] She accidentally 
deleted one of her computer files. © [T] The editor 
deleted the last three paragraphs. 


deletion /d1'li:-fan/ n [C/U] 1 a part removed 
from a written or electronic text, or the act of re- 
moving such a part © [C] You will have to make 
some deletions to cut the article to 3000 words. 2 
biology A deletion is also the loss of part of a 
CHROMOSOME (= structure containing the infor- 
mation that controls what plants and animals are 
like), or the chromosome that results from such a 
loss. 


deli /‘del-i/ n [C] pidelis short form of DELICATESSEN 


deliberate INTENTIONAL /di'lib-a-rat/ adj 1 
(of an action or a decision) intentional or planned, 
often with the result of being harmful to someone 
© a deliberate insult O He accused her of writing de- 
liberate untruths. 2 Someone who moves, acts, or 
thinks in a deliberate way moves, acts, or thinks 
slowly and usually carefully. 
deliberately /di'ltb-a-rat-li/ adv © He did it de- 
liberately to annoy me. 

CONSIDER /di'lib:a,reit/ v [I/T] to think or talk se- 
riously and carefully about something © [!] The jury 
deliberated for two days before reaching a verdict. 
deliberation /di ,lib-a'rer fan/ n [C/U] © [U] AF 
ter much deliberation, she decided to accept their 
offer. 
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delicacy /‘del-1-ka-si/ n [C] something esp. rare 
or expensive that is good to eat © a dinner of Viet- 
namese delicacies 


delicate EASILY DAMAGED /‘del-1-kat/ adj 1 
needing careful treatment, esp. because easily 
damaged © a delicate flower © delicate jewelry 2 
Delicate also means needing to be dealt with care- 
fully in order to avoid causing trouble or offense: 
The negotiations have reached a delicate stage. © It’s 
a delicate operation, and you want an experienced 
surgeon to do it. 
delicately /'del-1-kat-li/ adv © Please handle the 
china delicately. 
delicacy /‘del-1-ka-si/ n [U] © We need to discuss 
a matter of some delicacy (= needing to be handled 
carefully in order not to cause trouble or offense). 

PLEASANT /'‘del-1-kat/ adj pleasant but not easily 
noticed or strong © a delicate flavor © We chose a 
delicate floral pattern for our bedroom curtains. 


delicatessen /,del-1-ka'tes-an/, short form deli n 
[C] a store that sells foods such as cheeses, types 
of cold meat, salads, and often cooked foods 


delicious /di'lJ-as/ adj very pleasant, esp. to 
taste or smell © Judy’s fried chicken is delicious. 


delight /di'lait/ n [C/U] great pleasure, satisfac- 
tion, or happiness, or something or someone that 
gives this © [C] My sister’s little boy is a real delight. 
© [U] His music teacher expressed delight with his 
performance. 
delight /d1'lait/ v[T] © The songs of countrypeople 
and of sailors delight me. © Peter’s success at college 
delighted his family. 
delighted /di'lait-ad/ adj © a delighted expres- 
sion © [+ to infinitive] I’m delighted to meet you. 
delightful /di'lait-fal/ adj full of pleasure 0 We 
spent a delightful weekend in Maine. 


PHRASAL VERB with delight 


edelight in something to enjoy something, esp. 
doing something annoying to someone else © My 
brother always delights in telling me when | make a 
mistake. 


delineate SHOW BORDER /di'lin-i: ,e1t/ v[T] to 
mark the border of something © The boundary of 
the park is delineated by a row of trees. 

DESCRIBE /di'lin-i: ,ert/ v[T] to describe something 
completely, including details © The constitution 
carefully delineates the duties of the treasurer's office. 


delinquency /di'lig-kwan-si/ n [U] illegal or 
unacceptable behavior © efforts to combat juvenile 
delinquency 


delinquent /di'lig-kwant/ adj fm/late in paying 
money owed © She was delinquent in paying her 
taxes. 


delirious /di‘lir-i:-as/ adj 1 thinking or speaking 
in a way that is not reasonable because of mental 
confusion © He grew feverish and then delirious. 2 
Delirious also means extremely happy: delirious 
with joy 

deliver TAKE TO /d1'l1v:ar/ v[!/T] to take goods, 
letters, or packages to people’s houses or places of 
work © [T] We had the pizza delivered. © [T] We call 
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our pharmacy with the doctor's prescription and ask 
them to deliver it. © [|] We deliver anywhere in the 
city. 

delivery /dr'liv-a-ri/ n [C/U] © [C] The company 
gets two deliveries a day. © [U] You can pay for the 
rug on delivery (= when it is received). 

GIVE /di'liv-ar/ v [T] to give or produce a speech 
or result O The president is scheduled to deliver a 
speech on foreign policy. © The jury delivered a verdict 
of not guilty. 
delivery /dr'ltv-a-ri/ n [U] the manner in which 
someone speaks, esp. in public © His dialogue was 
offbeat, his delivery fast. 

GIVE BIRTH /dr'liv-or/ v[T] to give birth to a baby, 
or to help someone do this 0 Dr. Adams delivered 
all three of my children. 
delivery /dr'ltv-a-ri/ n [C] the act or process of 
birth 

PRODUCE /dr'liv-ar/ v [I/T] to achieve or produce 
something promised or expected © [I] You pay your 
dues, and you expect the union to deliver. 


delta /'del-ta/ n [C] an area of low, flat land, 
sometimes shaped approximately like a triangle, 
where a river divides into several smaller rivers be- 
fore flowing into the sea © the Mississippi delta 


delude /di1'lu:d/ v [T] to fool yourself into be- 
lieving something is true because you want it to 
be true, when it is actually not true © He’s deluding 
himself if he thinks he’s going to get that promotion. 


deluge LARGE AMOUNT /‘del-ju:d3, -ju:3/ n [C 
usually sing] a very large volume of something, 
more than can be managed © The newspaper re- 
ceived a deluge of complaints about the article. 
deluge /'del-ju:d3, -ju:3/ v [T] © The senator’s of- 
fice was deluged with calls asking for clarification. 

RAIN /'del-ju:d3, -ju:3/ n[C] a very large amount of 
rain or water 


delusion /di'lu:-3an/ n [C] something a person 
believes and wants to be true, when it is actually 
not true © [C] We have no delusions that these kids 
are going to play pro basketball, but they are having 
fun. 


deluxe /d1'laks/ adj [not gradable] of very high 
quality © a deluxe hotel 


delve into something /‘delv ‘1n-tu:, -'In- 
ta/ phrasal verb to search in order to find a thing 
or information © She said she was tired of journalists 
delving into her private life. 


demagogue /'dem:a,gag/_n [C] disapproving a 
person, esp. a political leader, who wins support 
by exciting people’s emotions rather than giving 
them reasons 


demand /di mend/ v1 to ask for forcefully, in 
a way that shows that refusal is not expected and 
will not be accepted © [T] The library demanded $5 
for each book returned late. © [+ to infinitive] | de- 
mand to see the person in charge. 2 To demand is 
also to need something: [T] The twins demand a 
lot of attention. 
demand /di'meend/ n[C/U] 1 something asked 
for forcefully, or something that you accept as nec- 


essary O [C] The union’s major demand was for im- 
proved benefits. 0 [C] The demands of nursing are 
too great for a lot of people. 2 Demand is also need: 
[C] We can’t meet the demand for tickets to the 
game. © [U] Good teachers are always in demand (= 
needed). 3 Demand is also the desire to buy 
goods: There was weak demand for imported goods 
last month. 

demanding /di'mzn-din/ adj someone or 
something that needs a lot of attention, effort, or 
time © I’m trying to learn English, and | find it very 
demanding. 


(USAGE By = Gea 
demand or ask? 
Demand is stronger than the word ask and it 
sounds as if you are forcing someone to do 
something. 
| demand to speak to the manager. 
He asked the teacher to repeat the question. 


He-demanded-theteacherte-repeatthe 
question. 


WORD FAMILY demand 


Nouns 


demand Verbs demand 


Adjectives demanding 


demean /d1'mi:n/ v [T] to cause to become less 
respected © | wouldn’t demean myself by asking my 
father for money. 
demeaning /d1'mi:-nin/ adj 0 It was demeaning 
to be asked to leave because | was dressed informally. 


demeanor, Can, 8 demeanour /di'mi:-nar/ n 
[U] a way of looking and behaving © The boss has 
a calm, reassuring demeanor. 


demented /di'ment-ad/ adj mentally il 


dementia /di'men-tfa/ n [U] a disease or con- 
dition that exists esp. among older people, and 
that results in the gradual loss of mental abilities, 
such as the ability to think, reason, and remember 
things 


demilitarize /di:'mil-a-ta ,ra1z/ v[T] politics & 
government to remove all soldiers and weapons 
from a place so that war cannot happen there 


demise /di'maiz/ n[U] 1 the end of the opera- 
tion or existence of something © Huge corporate 
farms have led to the demise of many small, family- 
owned farms. 2 fmi (of a person) Demise means 
death. 


demo /‘dem-ou/ n[C] pldemos short form of DEM- 
ONSTRATION © | saw several interesting demos at 
the trade show last week. 


demobilize /di:'mou-ba laiz/, short form de- 
mob /di:'mab/ v [I/T] politics & government 1 to 
remove a soldier or soldiers from military service 2 
To demobilize can also mean to stop all military 
operations at the end of a war. 


democracy /di'mak-ra-si/ n [C/U] politics & 
government 1 the belief in freedom and equality 
between people, or a system of government based 
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on this belief, in which power is either held by 
elected representatives or directly by the people 
themselves 2 A democracy is a country in which 
power is held by elected representatives. 
democratic /'dem:a ,krzet-1k/ adj 1 (of a nation) 
using the principles of democracy in elections and 
government 2 A person or a group that is demo- 
cratic believes in, encourages, or supports democ- 
racy in people, groups, or nations. 


WORD FAMILY democracy 


Nouns democracy 
democrat 


Adjectives democratic 


democrat /'dem-a,krzt/ n [C] politics & gov- 
ernment a person who supports or believes in 
government by the people or their representatives 
democratic /,dem-a'kret-tk/ adj politics & 
government © That country has never had a dem- 
ocratic election (= an election in which all adults 
can vote). 


Democratic Party n[U] one of the two main 
political parties in the US 


demographic /,dem-a'grzf-1k, ,di:-ma-/ adj 
[not gradable] social studies relating to human 
POPULATIONS and the information collected about 
them, such as their size, growth, ages, and edu- 
cation O More than any other demographic group, 
it is the educated young adult who has been the in- 
dustry’s favorite customer. 
demographics /,dem-a'greef-iks, ,di:-ma-/ pin 
social studies © Southern California's demographics 
make it a particularly good used-car market. 


demolish /di'mal-1{/ v [T] to completely de- 
stroy buildings or other structures © Most of the 
town was demolished by the tornado. © They de- 
molished the old school to build a new one. 
demolition /,dem-a'lif-an/ n [C/U] the act of 
destroying something, such as a building or other 
structure © [C] They tried unsuccessfully to stop the 
demolition of the old hotel. 


demon /‘di:-man/ n [C] an evil spirit 
demonize /'di::ma,naiz/ v [T] to try to make 
someone or a group of people seem completely 
evil © The mayor demonizes anyone who disagrees 
with him. 


demonstrate © SHOWHOW /'dem-an 
\streit/ v [T] to show how to do something; explain 
© [+ question word] He demonstrated how to use 
the new software. © The surgeon demonstrated the 
use of lasers for certain operations. 
demonstration © /,dem-an'stret-fan/, short 
form demo n [C/U] © [C] Let me give you a demon- 
stration of how the camera works. 
demonstrable © /d1'man-stra:-bal/ adj o Gov- 
ernments must make demonstrable progress toward 
this goal by 2010. 
demonstrably © /di'man<:stra-bli/ adv 


PROVE /‘dem-:an streit/ v [T] to show that some- 
thing is true; prove © [+ that clause] Research dem- 
onstrates that babies can recognize their mother’s 
voice very soon after birth. 0 She was eager to dem- 
onstrate her skill at chess. 
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demonstrable © /di'man:stra-bal/ adj 0 Mr. 
Ambrose, to be credible, needed some demonstrable 
facts. 
demonstrably © /di'man:stra-bli/ adv 
EXPRESS /'dem-ean ,streit/ v [T] to express or show 
that you have a feeling, quality, or ability © His an- 
swer demonstrated a complete lack of understanding 
of the question. 
demonstration © /,dem-an'stret: fan/ n[C/U] 
© [C] a demonstration of friendship 
demonstrative © /di'man-strat-1v/ adj behav- 
ing in a way that clearly shows your feelings © She 
was always a demonstrative child. 
demonstratively © /di'man:strat-1v-li/ adv 
MARCH /'dem-an streit/ v [I] (of a group of people) 
to make a public expression of complaint about a 
problem or support for something, esp. by march- 
ing or meeting 
demonstration /,dem-an'strer-fan/ n [C] © 
Students staged a protest demonstration in the 
school gym. 
demonstrator /'dem-an |strert-ar/ n [C] © Sev- 
eral demonstrators were arrested when they sat 
down in the middle of Broadway. 


WORD FAMILY demonstrate 


Nouns demonstration Adjectives demonstrative 


demonstrator 


Verbs demonstrate 

demonstrative /di'man:strat-1v/ adj gram- 
mar showing which person or thing is being re- 
ferred to © a demonstrative adjective © In “This is 
my brother,” “this” is a demonstrative pronoun. 


demoralize /di'mo:r-9laiz, di:-, -'mar-/ v [T] 
to weaken the confidence of someone © The team 
was tired and thoroughly demoralized. 


demote /di'mout/ v [T] to lower someone in 
rank or position © The department is planning to 
demote some managers as a cost-saving measure. © 
Opposite: PROMOTE ADVANCE 
demotion /di'mou: fan/ n [C/U] © [U] He faces 
possible demotion. 


demur /di'mar/ v [I] -rr- to express disagree- 
ment or refusal to do something © Jack urged me 
to go, but | demurred. 


demure /di'mjur/ adj (esp. of women and girls) 
quiet and well behaved © Two demure little girls sat 
near their mother. 


den /den/ n[C] 1 aroom in a home that is used 
esp. for reading and watching television 0 We have 
a computer in the den. 2 A den is also the home of 
some types of wild animals. 


dendrite /‘den-drait/ n [C] biology the short 
parts like threads at the edge of a nerve cell that 
carry messages to the cell 


denial /di'nat-al/ n See at DENY 
WORD FAMILY denial 


denial 


Verbs 
Adverbs undeniably 


Nouns deny 


Adjectives undeniable 
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denigrate /‘den-a greit/ v[T] to say that some- 
one or something is not good or important 


denim /‘den-am/ n [U] a thick, strong, cotton 
cloth, often blue 


denitrify /di:'nar-tra,fai/ v [T] biology 1 to re- 
move NITROGEN (= one of the gases that sur- 
rounds the earth) or chemicals containing 
nitrogen, for example, from the SOIL (= material 
on the surface of the ground), and so release it into 
the air 2 Denitrifying bacteria are bacteria that 
help to release nitrogen into the air by reducing 
the amount in chemicals that contain it. 


denomination RELIGIOUS GROUP /d: nam: 
9'ner-fan/ n [C] a religious group whose beliefs 
differ in some ways from other groups in the same 
religion © The petition was signed by clergy from over 
20 Protestant denominations. 

denominational /di,nam-a'ner-fan-4l/ adj [not 
gradable] © He avoids denominational rivalries. 
VALUE /di,nam-a'ner-fan/ n [C] a unit of value, 
esp. of money © The machines take coins of any 
denomination. 


denominator /d1'nam-a,nert-ar/ n[C] math- 
ematics in a FRACTION (= part of a whole number), 
the number written below the line, showing how 
many parts the whole contains © Compare 
NUMERATOR 


denote /d:'nout/ v [T] to represent or mean 
something © His angry tone denoted extreme 
displeasure. 


denouement /,der-nu:'ma/ n [C] literature 
the final part of a work of literature, after the CLI- 
MAX (= the most important or exciting part) 


denounce /d:'nauns/ v [T] to criticize someone 
or something strongly and publicly © The teachers 
denounced the contract offer as inadequate. 


dense THICK /dens/ adj[-er/-est only] 1 close to- 
gether and difficult to go or see through; thick © 
dense fog © | had trouble getting through the dense 
crowd. 2 Dense can also mean stupid: There are 
some really dense people in our class. 
densely /'den:sli/ adv © a densely packed room 
density /'den-sat-i/, denseness /'den-snas/n[C/ 
U] © [U] The density of the smoke made it difficult to 
breathe. 

CONTAINING MATTER /dens/ adj [-er/-est only] sci- 
ence (of a substance) containing a lot of matter in 
a small space © Plutonium is very dense. 
density /‘den-sat-i/ n [C/U] physics the relation- 
ship between the mass of a substance and its size 
© [C] Lead has a high density. 


dent /dent/ n[C] a small, hollow mark in the sur- 
face of something caused by pressure or being hit 
© She ran into my car and put a dent in it. 
dent /dent/ v [T] © | dented the table with my 
hammer. 


IDIOM with dent 


emake a dent in something, put a dent in some- 
thing to reduce an amount of something, esp. 
money or work © Buying a new car put a big dent 


in our savings. O | haven't even made a dent in that 
huge stack of papers | have to read. 


dental /‘dent-°l/ adj [not gradable] relating to 
the teeth 0 dental health 


dental floss n [U] a type of thread that is used 
for cleaning between the teeth 


dentist /‘dent-ast/ n [C] a person whose job is 
treating people’s teeth 
dentistry /'dent-a-stri/ n [U] the work or science 
of treating people’s teeth © Where did Dr. Yee study 
dentistry? 


dentures /'den-tfarz/ p/n artificial teeth worn 
by people who do not have their own teeth © a 
set of dentures 


denunciation /di,nan-si:'er-fan/ n [C/U] a 
strong, public criticism © [C] He gave a ringing de- 
nunciation of fascism. 


deny © CLAIM TO BE NOT TRUE /d: 'nai/v[T] to 
say that something is not true © The governor de- 
nied reports that he will resign. © [+ that clause] She 
has denied that she plans to run for mayor. 
denial © /di'nai-al/ n[C] © His statement is not 
a denial. 
deniable © /d1'nat-a-bal/ adj 

REFUSE /di'nai/ v [T] to refuse to permit or allow 
someone to do something © She denied herself the 
things that would make her happy. 
denial @ /di'nat-al/ n [U] © Planning staff rec- 
ommended denial of the project. © See also: SELF- 
DENIAL 


NOT ADMIT /di'nar/ v [T] to fail to admit that you 
have knowledge, responsibility, or feelings © He de- 
nied knowing about the plan. 
denial © /di'nar-al/ n [C] © He claims he’s not 
Sick, but | think he’s just in denial. 


deodorant /di:'oud-a-rant/ n [C/U] a sub- 
stance that is used to prevent or hide unpleasant 
smells, esp. those of the body © [C/U] Someone 
should tell him to use (a) deodorant. 


deoxyribonucleic acid /di: ok-si: rar-bou- 
nu: ,kli:-1k ‘aes-ad, -,kler-1k/ n [U] biology DNA. 


depart /dr'part/ v [I] 1 to go away from a place, 
esp. on a trip © The last flight to Cleveland departs 
at 8 p.m. O He shook hands and then departed. 2 If 
you depart from your usual or intended activity or 
behavior, you do something different: On the last 
show, they departed from their usual format. 


department /d:'part-mant/, abbreviation dept. 
n[C] any of the divisions or parts of esp. a school, 
business, or government © Chavez is the head of 
the geography department. © The shoe department 
is on the fifth floor. © She lives in Washington and 
works for the Department of Defense. © (fig.) (infml) 
| thought buying the tickets was your department (= 
area of responsibility). 
departmental /di,part'ment-@l, ,di:-/ adj [not 
gradable] © a departmental meeting 


department store n [Cj a large store di- 
vided into several different areas, each of which 
sells different types of things 
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departure /di'par-tfar/ n [C/U] 1 the act of 
leaving a place, job, etc., or an occasion when this 
happens © [U] Departure is scheduled for 2 p.m. © 
[C] Our departure was delayed because of bad 
weather. 2 A departure from usual behavior is a 
change in the way you do something: [C] His de- 
parture from his usual optimism startled his staff. 


depend /d1'pend/ v [I] to be influenced or de- 
termined by something else © All of this depends 
on how the test is constructed. © “Do you eat out at 
lunchtime?” “Well, it depends. | usually bring lunch, 
but sometimes | go out.” 


USAGE PT 2. aE 
depend 


Remember that the correct preposition after 
depend is on when a noun follows. 
| might go sailing on Friday, it depends on the 
weather. 


oe ” Fd ay id Ie f 
the weather. 


WORD FAMILY depend 


Nouns dependent 
dependence 


Adjectives dependable 
dependent 


independence independent 


dependency — jqverbs 
depend 


independently 


PHRASAL VERBS with depend 


edepend on/upon someone/something NEED 
SUPPORT to need the support of someone or 
something © Children depend on their parents. © 
The country depends heavily upon foreign aid. 
edepend on/upon someone/something HAVE 
TRUST to have confidence in someone or some- 
thing; trust © You can always depend on Michael in 
a Crisis. 


dependable /di'pen-da-bal/ adj deserving of 
trust or confidence © | need a dependable baby- 
sitter. 


dependence /di'pen-dans/, dependency /di 
‘pen-dan-si/ n[U] a state of needing something or 
someone, esp. in order to continue existing or op- 
erating © The company is reducing its dependence 
on foreign markets. 


dependent /di'pen-dant/ adj needing the 
support of something or someone in order to con- 
tinue existing or operating © She has three depen- 
dent children. © West Virginia’s economy is highly 
dependent on the mining industry. 0 Grapes need a 
long, slow ripening period, and that is dependent on 
temperature. 
dependent /d1 'pen-dant/ n[C] a person who is 
financially supported by another person © Jack and 
Marion have four dependents. 


dependent clause n [C] grammar a clause 
in a sentence that cannot form a separate sentence 
but can be joined to a main clause to form a 
sentence 


dependent variable n [C) algebra a num- 
ber or amount whose value depends on the value 


of another VARIABLE (= number) in the same math- 
ematical statement 


depict /di 'pikt/ v[T] to represent or show some- 
thing in a picture, story, movie, etc.; PORTRAY © 
The movie depicts his father as a tyrant. 
depiction /d1 ‘pik: fan/ n [C/U] © [C] It’s a won- 
derful depiction of a female friendship. 


deplete /di'pli:t/ v [T] to reduce something in 
size Or amount, esp. supplies, energy, or money © 
Acid rain depletes the region’s fish stocks. 
depletion /d1'pli:-Jan/ n [C/U] © [U] The deple- 
tion of our savings Is starting to worry me. 


deplore /di'‘pls:r, -'plour/ v [T] to say or think 
that something is very bad; CONDEMN CRITICIZE 
O The editors deplore the lack of attention given to 
climate change. 
deplorable /di'plo:r-a-bal, -'plour-/ adj very 
bad © The children were raised in deplorable con- 
ditions. 


deploy /di'plot/ v [I/T] 1 to put something into 
use O [I] When airbags deploy, they save lives. © [T] 
Automobiles deploy air bags in crashes of 8 to 12 
miles per hour. 2 To deploy is also to move weapons 
or military forces to where they will be used when 
they are needed: [T] The UN is deploying observers. 
deployment /d1'ploi-mant/ n [U] © the deploy- 
ment of missiles/troops 


deport /d1'pa:rt, -'‘pourt/ v [T] to force a person 
to leave a country © The government hopes to de- 
port the criminals. 
deportation / di: ,po:r'ter- Jan, -,pour-/ n [C/U] 
© [U] They await deportation. 


depose /di'pouz, di:-/ v[T] to remove someone 
from a position of authority © The exiled president 
was deposed during a military coup last year. 


deposit MONEY /d1'paz-at/ n[C] 1 an amount 
of money paid into an account © She made a large 
deposit last Thursday. 2 A deposit is also a sum of 
money that is given in advance as part of a total 
payment for something: Will you get your deposit 
back if you cancel the trip? 3 A deposit is also an 
additional sum of money that you pay when you 
rent something to make sure you return the item 
or to pay for repairs: The apartment rents for $7200 
a month, and we want one month’s rent for a de- 
posit. 4 A deposit is also an amount paid in addi- 
tion to the cost of something to make sure you 
bring its container back when you have used it: a 
bottle deposit 
deposit /di'paz:at/ v [T] to put money in a bank 
© | deposited $500 in my savings account last week. 
depositor /di'paz-at-ar/ n [C] a person who 
keeps money at a bank © Depositors will be informed 
of any change in interest rates. 

LAYER /d1'paz:at/ n[C] a layer of a substance © The 
flood left a thick deposit of mud on the floor. O The 
region has lots of gas and coal deposits. 

LEAVE /d1'paz:at/ v [T always + adv/prep] to leave 
something somewhere © The cat deposited a dead 
mouse at my door. 


deposition STATEMENT /,dep-a'ziJ-an, di:- 
pa-/ n[C] fawa formal written statement by a WIT- 
NESS in a legal matter 
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CHANGE /,dep-a'zif-an, ,di:-pa-/ n [U] chemistry 
a process in which a gas changes to a solid without 
first becoming a liquid 

SUBSTANCE /,dep-a'z1f-an/ n [C/U] earth science 
the process by which solid materials, such as earth 
and rock, are added to gradually by the action of 
wind or water, or the structure resulting from this 
process 


depot /‘dep-ou, 'di:-pou/ n [C] 1 a building 
where supplies or vehicles are kept © a fuel depot 
2 A depot is also a building that buses and trains 
leave from. 


depreciate /dr'pri:-fl:,ert, -'prif-i:-/ v [T] to 
cause something to lose value, esp. over time © 
Malawi’s currency was rapidly depreciating. 
depreciation /d1,pri:- fi: 'er- Jan, -,prif-i:-/ n [U] 
© The dollar’s depreciation will lead to higher infla- 
tion and interest rates, hurting the economy. 


depress © CAUSE UNHAPPINESS /dr 'pres/v[T] 
to cause a person to feel unhappy and without 
hope © Bad weather depresses a lot of people. © It 
depresses me to think about it. 
depressant /d1'pres-ant/ n[C] a substance that 
causes you to feel sad or calm 
depressed © /di'prest/ adj © He’s depressed 
about his losing his job. 
depressing © /di'pres-1n/ adj © Life is depress- 
ing enough, | don’t need depressing movies. 
depressingly /dr'pres-1n-li/ advo My score was 
depressingly low. 
depression © /dr'pref-an/ n [U] a feeling of 
sadness, or medical a type of mental illness that 
causes long periods of unhappiness © /’m just be- 
ginning to get over the depression from losing my 
job. © (medical) Tiredness, loss of appetite, and sleep- 
ing problems are symptoms of depression. © See also: 
DEPRESSION at DEPRESS REDUCE; DEPRESSION at 
DEPRESS PRESS DOWN 


REDUCE /d1'pres/ v[T] to reduce the value of some- 
thing, esp. money, or to reduce the amount of ac- 
tivity in something such as a business operation © 
A surplus of corn depressed grain prices. 
depressed € /di'prest/ adj © This is an eco- 
nomically depressed area. 
depression © /d1'prej-an/n[C] world history 
a period in which there is very little business activ- 
ity and little employment © My parents lived 
through the Great Depression of the 1930s. © See 
also: DEPRESSION at DEPRESS CAUSE UNHAPPINESS ; 
DEPRESSION at DEPRESS PRESS DOWN 


PRESS DOWN /di'pres/ v [T] to press down on 
something © His finger depressed the stop button. 
depression @ /d1'pref-an/n[C] a part ina sur- 
face that is sligntly lower than the rest © There was 
a depression in the sand where he’d been lying. © 
See also: DEPRESSION at DEPRESS CAUSE UN- 
HAPPINESS; DEPRESSION at DEPRESS REDUCE 


deprivation /,dep-ra'ver- fan/ n [C/U] an ab- 
sence or too little of something important © [C] 
There were food shortages and other deprivations 
during the war. 


deprive someone of something /d 
‘praiv-av/ phrasal verb to take something, esp. 
something necessary or pleasant away from some- 
one © He was deprived of food for three days. 


deprived /di'praivd/ adj lacking something 
that is needed to live the way most people live © 
He took pictures in deprived areas of the city. 


dept. n abbreviation for DEPARTMENT 


depth DISTANCE DOWN /depé/ n [C/U] the dis- 
tance down from the top surface of something to 
the bottom © [C] They were scuba diving at a depth 
of 22 meters. © [U] The numbers on the left show the 
depth in inches. O Related adjective: DEEP DOWN 
DISTANCE BACKWARD /depé/ n [C/U] the distance 
from the front to the back of something © [U] Book- 
Shelves should be at least nine inches in depth. © 
Related adjective: DEEP FRONT TO BACK 
STRENGTH /depé@/ n [C/U] the strength, quality, or 
degree of being complete © [U] /t’s hard to get a 
handle on the depth of her knowledge. © See also: 
DEEP STRONGLY FELT 


SERIOUSNESS /depé/ n [C/U] 1 the ability to think 
seriously about something © [U] Don’t look for 
depth in this show. 2 Something done in depth is 
done carefully and in great detail: / interviewed her 
in depth. © an in-depth report © See also: DEEP 
COMPLICATED 


IDIOM with depth 


ein the depths of something 1 in the middle of a 
difficult or unpleasant time or situation © At the 
time, America was in the depths of the Depression. 
2 If you are in the depths of a negative feeling, 
you feel it very strongly: He was in the depths of 
despair about losing his job. 


deputy /'dep:jat-i/ n [C] a person who is given 
the power to act instead of, or to help do the work 
of, another person © a deputy chairman © the dep- 
uty editor © a sheriff's deputy 


derail /di'ret\, di:-/ v [T] to cause a train to run 
off the tracks © (fig.) Renewed fighting threatens to 
derail the peace talks (= stop them from con- 
tinuing). 


deranged /d1'reind3d/ adj behaving in a way 
that is dangerous or not controlled because of 
mental illness © a deranged patient 


derby /'dsr-bi/ n [C] a man’s hat that has a 
round, hard top and is usually black 


deregulate © /di:'reg-ja,leit/ v [T] to remove 
government controls or rules from a business or 
other activity 
deregulation @ /,di:-reg-ju'ler-[9n/ n [U] 0 
The president’s advisors recommend further banking- 
industry deregulation. 


derelict IN BAD CONDITION /‘der-a,likt/ adj (of 
buildings or equipment) not cared for and in bad 
condition 

PERSON /'der-a l1kt/ n [C] a person with no home, 
job, or money who often lives on the streets 
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deride /di'raid/ v [T] to show that you think 
someone or something is ridiculous or of no value 
O His blustery style is derided by many political pros. 
derision /dr'r1z-an/ n [U] © Talk of tougher laws 
was met with derision. 
derisive /di'rat-stv, -z1v/, derisory /di'rai-sa-ri, 
-za-ri/ adj © derisive laughter 


derivation © / der-a'ver-fan/ n[U] the origin 
from which something developed © Does anyone 
know the derivation of the word “OK”? 


derivative © /di'riv-at-iv/ adj having qualities 
taken from something else © Too much of the music 
feels derivative. 
derivative @ /di'riv-at-1v/ n [C] 1 something 
made from something else © Retinol is a derivative 
of vitamin A. 2 grammar A derivative is also a word 
that is made from another word. 


derive © /di'raiv/ v{T always + adv/prep] to get 
or obtain something © The institute derives all its 
money from foreign investments. 


PHRASAL VERB with derive 


ederive from something to come from something 
© The story derives from a very common folktale. 


dermatitis /,d3r-ma'tait-as/ n [U] medical a red 
and painful condition of the skin 


derogatory /di'rag:a,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj ex- 
pressing criticism or insult © She was upset by de- 
rogatory comments made about her clothes. 


derrick /'der-1k/ n [C] a type of CRANE (= ma- 
chine with a part like a long arm) used for moving 
heavy things esp. on ships, or a tall structure above 
a WELL (= hole in the ground) from which oil is 
taken ; 


descend /di'send/ v [!/T] to go down or come 
down something © [I] The path descends to the val- 
ley below. © {T] Jane descended the stairs slowly in 
her wedding gown. 
descent /di'sent/ n [C] a way down, such as a 
path, or an act of coming down © A steep descent 
from the peak brings you to a meadow. © The plane 
is making its final descent into the airport. 


PHRASAL VERBS with descend 


edescend from someone/something 1 to have a 
particular person, group, or type of people in your 
family background © He is descended from a long 
line of farmers. 2 \f one thing descends from or is 
descended from another, the later thing develops 
from the earlier thing: Romance languages are di- 
rectly descended from Latin. 

edescend on/upon someone/somewhere to visit 
someone or arrive somewhere suddenly, without 
warning or without being invited © Tourists de- 
scend on Prince Edward Island every summer. ° (fig.) 
Homesickness descended upon him. 


descendant /di'sen-dant/ n [C] a person re- 
lated to someone from an earlier GENERATION (= 
all the people of about the same age within a par- 
ticular family) © The Pennsylvania Dutch are descen- 
dants of early German immigrants. 


desert 


descent FAMILY BACKGROUND /di'sent/ n [U] 
the origin of people in your family background © 
Their mother is of Irish descent (= family origin). 


ARRIVAL /di'sent/ n [C usually sing] the arrival of 
something or someone, esp. when it is unpleasant 
or unwanted © The descent of dozens of motorcycles 
terrified local residents. 


describe /di'skraib/ v [T] to give a written or 
spoken report of how something is done or of 
what someone or something is like © The scientists 
described their findings and research methods. © 
They want us to prepare a report describing the area. 
© [+ question word] Just describe what happened. 
© The Democrats describe their rivals as the party of 
the rich. 


WORD FAMILY describe 


Adjectives indescribable 
nondescript 
descriptive 


Nouns description 


Verbs describe 


description /di'skrip:fan/ n[C/U] literature a 
statement or a piece of writing that tells what 
something or someone is like © [C] Your description 
of Della was hilarious. © [U] Boats of every descrip- 
tion (= of all types) entered the harbor. © [U] The 
beauty of the Rockies is beyond description (= is im- 
possible to describe). 
descriptive /di'skrip-tiv/ adj © His poetry skill- 
fully incorporates descriptive details. 


desecrate /'des-a,kreit/ v [T] to damage or 
show a lack of respect toward something holy or 
respected © Vandals desecrated the monument. 
desecration /,des-a'krei-fan/ n [U] © the dese- 
cration of a cemetery/shrine/house of worship 


desegregate /di:'seg-ra geit/ v [T] US history 
to end SEGREGATION (= separation of races) in 
schools, housing, organizations, etc. © President 
Truman desegregated the American armed forces in 
1948. 
desegregation /,di: seg-:ra'gei-fan/ n [U] © 
King’s campaign was aimed at the desegregation of 
all public services, including schools, restaurants, and 
transportation. 


desert LEAVE BEHIND /di'z3rt/ v [T] 1 to leave 
someone or something without help or in a diffi- 
cult situation © Local people deserted the city as 
hordes of tourists arrived. 2 |f you desert the armed 
forces, you leave without permission and with no 
intention of returning: He denied that he had de- 
serted his post. 
deserted /d1'z3rt-ad/ adj having no people or 
things in it; empty © These resort towns are largely 
deserted in winter. 0 We parked in a deserted lot near 
the river. 
deserter /di'‘zart-ar/ n [C] a person who leaves 
the armed forces without permission and with no 
intention of returning 
desertion /di'z3r-fan/ n [U] © the act of leaving 
without permission, or without planning to return O 
the act of leaving someone in a difficult situation or 
without help 

SANDY AREA /'dez-art/ n [C/U] a large, dry area 
where there is very little rain and few plants © [U] 
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When you live in the desert, water is your most vital 
resource. 


deserve /di'z3rv/ vto have earned something or 
be given something because of your actions or 
qualities © [T] These charities deserve your support. 
© [+ to infinitive] The American people deserve to 
know what went wrong. © [T] | hope those crooks 
get what they deserve (= receive a punishment that 
Suits their crime). 


design © PLAN /di'zain/ v [I/T] to make or 
draw plans for something © [T] A famous engineer 
designed the new bridge. © [I] She designs for a dress 
manufacturer. 
design @ /di'zain/ n [C/U] 1 a plan or drawing 
© [C] Have you seen the designs for the new lobby? 
2 Design is the skill of making plans or drawings 
for something: [U] She’s an expert in software de- 
sign. 3 art Design is also the way in which some- 
thing is arranged or shaped: [U] / like the design of 
this microwave oven. 4 art A design is also a pattern 
used to decorate something: a geometric design 
designer © /di'zat-nar/ n [C] a person who 
imagines how something could be made and 
draws or creates plans for it © a fashion/graphic 
designer 


INTEND /di'zain/ v [T] to intend a result © These 
measures are designed to reduce pollution. 

design © /dt1'zatn/ n[U] purpose or intention o 
The details of the case are unclear, and this is by 
design (= intentional). © See also: DESIGNS 


designate /'dez-1g ,neit/ v [T] to choose some- 
one or something for a special job or purpose, or 
to state that something has a particular character 
or purpose © The chairman designated his daughter 
as his successor. © North-south streets are designated 
by numbers. 
designated /'dez-1g ,neit-ad/ adj [not gradable] 
© a designated waiting area 0 Compare ELECT 
designation /,dez-1g'ner-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] As- 
sociate professor is her official designation (= title). 


designated driver n([C] someone in a group 
who will avoid drinks containing alcohol and is 
then able to drive the others to and from a social 
event 


designer /dt'zar-nar/ no See at DESIGN PLAN 


designs /d1'zainz/ pin plans to get something 
or someone for yourself, esp. secret or dishonest 
plans © Troop movements suggest the country has 
designs on its neighbor. 


desire /di'zair/ n [C/U] a strong feeling of want- 
ing something, or something you want © [U] He 
claims to have no desire for wealth. © [C] She ex- 
pressed a desire to speak with her attorney. © [C] 
Teenagers often have a burning desire to look older. 
© [C] My desires in life are few. 
desire /d1'zair/ v[T] to want something strongly 
© They don’t really seem to desire change. 
desired /d1'zaird/ adj wanted © He dressed care- 
fully, hoping to achieve the desired effect. 
desirable /di'zat-ra-bal/ adj worth wanting or 
having © Good pay and interesting work make this 


a very desirable job. © The new store is in a highly 
desirable location. 

desirability /di ,zai-ra'‘bil-at-i/ n[U] o Taxes can 
limit the desirability of home ownership. 


desist /di'zist, -'sist/ v [I] fm to stop doing some- 
thing © She was ordered to desist from playing music 
after 11 p.m. 


desk TABLE /desk/ n[C] a type of table for work- 
ing at, usually one with drawers © Tommy sits at 
the desk in front of me in English. 


SERVICE AREA /desk/ n [C] a place where you can 
get information or service, esp. in a hotel, airport, 
or large store O The woman at the front desk was 
very helpful. 


desktop FOR USE IN ONE PLACE /'desk-tap/ adj 
[not gradable] designed to be used on or at a 
DESK, and not carried around © a desktop computer 


WORK AREA /'desk-tap/ n [C] the screen area of a 
personal computer when no programs are being 
used, or the top of a DESK © A shortcut to the pro- 
gram will be created on your desktop. 


desktop publishing 1 [U] the process of 
producing printed material by using a small com- 
puter and a printer 


desolate EMPTY /'des-a-lat/ adj (of a place) 
having no living things; empty © a desolate 
landscape 
desolation /,des-a'ler-fan/ n[U] © It was difficult 
to describe the emptiness, the desolation of the area. 


SAD /'des-a-lat/ adj (of a person) extremely sad and 
feeling alone Oo When her son left for a year abroad, 
she felt desolate. 


despair /d1'sper, -'spzer/ n [U] a feeling of being 
without hope or of not being able to improve a 
situation © A few sad moments doesn’t imply feelings 
of despair. O She flung up her arms in despair and 
wailed. 
despair /di'sper, -'spzer/ v [I] to lose hope or be 
without hope © Don’t despair — things will improve. 
© He began to despair of ever finding a job. 


desperate RISKY /'des-pa-rat/ adj 1 showing a 
willingness to take any risk in order to change a 
bad or dangerous situation © The ads are a desper- 
ate attempt to win last-minute votes. 2 A desperate 
person is willing to take any measures and may be 
dangerous: desperate criminals 
desperation /,des-pa'rer-Jan/ n [U] the feeling 
of being in such a bad situation that you will take 
any risk to change it © In desperation, they jumped 
out of the window to escape the fire. 

SERIOUS /'des-pa-rat/ adj very serious or dangerous 
© There's a desperate shortage of medical supplies in 
the area. © The earthquake survivors are in desperate 
need of help. 
desperately /'des-pa-rat-li/ adv extremely or 
very much © For years they had desperately wanted 
a child. 


IN NEED /'des-pa-rat/ adj having a very great need 
© She was desperate for news of her family. © I'm 
desperate for some coffee. 
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despise /di'spaiz/ v[T] to feel a strong dislike for 
someone or something that you think is bad or 
worthless © He adored his daughter, but despised his 
son. 
despicable /dr'spik-a-bal, 'des-pik-/ adj deserv- 
ing to be hated or strongly criticized © It was a 
despicable effort to blackmail voters. 


despite © /di'spait/ prep without being influ- 
enced or prevented by © The game continued de- 
spite the rain. © Despite her illness, she came to work. 


despondent /di'span-dant/ adj unhappy and 
discouraged because you feel you are ina situation 
that is unlikely to improve © He grew increasingly 
despondent when his paintings failed to sell. 


despot /'des- pat, -,pat/ n[C] a ruler who has un- 
limited power and often uses it unfairly and cruelly 
despotic /des'pat-1k, dis-/ adj © a despotic regime 


dessert /di'zart/ n[C/U] sweet food eaten at the 
end of a meal © [U] He had apple pie with ice cream 
for dessert. 


destination /,des-ta'ner-fan/ n [C] the place 
where someone is going or where something is 
being sent or taken © The Virgin Islands are a pop- 
ular tourist destination. 


destined /‘des-tand/ adj 1 intended for or be- 
ing sent to a particular place O The mail was des- 
tined for addresses throughout the Northeast. 2 To 
be destined can mean to happen in a particular 
way that seems to have been decided in advance: 
[+ to infinitive] He was destined to die before he 
could complete the poem. 


destiny /‘des-ta-ni/ n [C/U] 1 the particular state 
of a person or thing in the future, considered as 
resulting from earlier events © [C] We all want to 
determine our own destinies. 2 Destiny is the force 
that some people think controls what happens in 
the future, and which cannot be influenced by 
people. 


destitute /'des-ta,tu:t/ adj without money, 
possessions, or any of the things needed to live © 
These groups gathered clothing, schoolbooks, and 
medical supplies for the destitute flood victims. 


destroy /di'stro1/ v [T] to damage something, 
esp. in a violent way, so that it can no longer be 
used or no longer exists © You can use a shredder 
to destroy old bank statements. © Losing his job 
seemed to completely destroy his confidence. 
destroyer /di'stror-ar/ n [C] a small, fast, mili- 
tary ship that carries weapons 


WORD FAMILY destroy 


Adjectives indestructible 
destructive 


Nouns destroyer 
destruction 


Verbs destroy 


destruction /di'strak:fan/ n [U] the action of 
destroying something, or the state of being de- 


stroyed © Unusually high winds left widespread de- 
struction over the area. 


249 


detect 


destructive /di'strak-tiv/ adj © The child needs 
help to control his destructive behavior. 


destructive interference n [C) physics 
the INTERFERENCE produced when two or more 
WAVES ENERGY FORM are not in PHASE and create 
a wave that is weaker then either of them © Com- 
pare CONSTRUCTIVE INTERFERENCE 


detach /di'tetj/ v [T] to separate or remove 
something from something else that it is con- 
nected to O Detach the lower half of the form and 
return it to the above address. 
detached /di'tatJt/ adj © Their new house has a 
detached garage. 
detachment /di'tztf-mant/ n [C] a group of 
soldiers who are separated from the main group 
in order to perform a particular duty © a detach- 
ment of paratroopers 


detached /di'tztJt/ adj (of a person) not emo- 
tionally involved in a situation © As a writer, he took 
the role of a detached observer of life. 


detail INFORMATION /dr'teil, ‘di:-terl/ n [C/U] 
a particular fact or item of information, often no- 
ticed only after giving something your close atten- 
tion, or such facts or items considered as a group 
© [C] We have a report of a serious accident on Route 
23, but so far no details. o [U] She showed a busi- 
nesslike attention to detail. 0 [U] | can’t go into much 
detail, but I’ve been having some health problems 
recently. 0 We know roughly what he wants to do, 
but we haven't discussed his plans in detail (= con- 
sidering all the particular facts). 
detail /di'teil, ‘di:-terl/ v [T] to give exact and 
complete information about something © The 
committee members issued a brief statement detail- 
ing their plans. 
detailed /di'teild, 'di:-teild/ adj © a detailed ac- 
count/description 

GROUP /dr'teil, ‘di:-te1l/ n [C] a small group, esp. 
of soldiers or police, ordered to perform a partic- 
ular duty © A detail of five police officers accompa- 
nied the diplomat to his hotel. 


detain /di'tein/ v [T] 1 to force someone offi- 
cially to stay in a place © A suspect is being detained 
by the police for further questioning. 2 To detain 
someone is also to delay that person for a short 
period of time: We were detained in traffic and ar- 
rived at the theater a little late. © Related noun: 
DETENTION 
detainee /d1,ter'ni:/ n [C] someone kept in 
prison, esp. for political reasons © Less than half the 
detainees with lawyers have been given a trial date. 


detect © /di'tekt/ v [T] to notice something 
that is partly hidden or not clear or to discover 
something, esp. using a special method © Some 
sounds cannot be detected by the human ear. © X- 
ray procedures can detect a tumor when it is still 
small. 

detectable © /di'tek-ta-bal/ adj © There has 
been no detectable change in the patient’s condition. 
detection © /di'tek:fan/n[U] © These tests can 
result in the early detection of disease. 
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detective 


detector @ /di'tek-tar/ n [C] © Motion detectors 
help monitor elderly residents who live alone. 


detective © /di'tek-tiv/ n [C] a police officer 
whose job is to discover information about crimes 
and find out who is responsible for them 


détente, detente /dei'tant/ n [U] politics & 
government an improvement in the relationship 
between two countries that in the past were not 
friendly and did not trust each other 


detention /di'ten-tfan/ n [C/U] 1 the act or 
condition of being officially forced to stay in a 
place 0 [U] He claimed that his detention by the au- 
thorities was unlawful. 2 Detention is also a punish- 
ment in which a student must remain in school for 
a short time after classes have ended for the day. 
O Related verb: DETAIN 


deter /di'tsr/ v [T] -rr- to prevent or discourage 
someone from doing something © High prices are 
deterring a lot of young couples from buying houses. 
deterrent /di't3r-ant, -'ter-/ n [C] © The com- 
pany says this alarm is an effective deterrent against 
theft. 


detergent /di't3r-dgant/ n [C/U] a chemical 
substance in the form of a powder or a liquid for 
removing dirt esp. from clothes or dishes 


deteriorate /di'tir-i:-a,reit/ v [I] to become 
worse O She went into the hospital when her con- 
dition began to deteriorate. 
deterioration /di ,tir-i:-a're1-fan/ n [U] © a de- 
terioration in relations between the two countries 


determine DECIDE /d1'tsr-man/ vto control or 
influence directly; to decide © [T] We should be al- 
lowed to determine our own future. © [T] Eye color is 
genetically determined. © [+ to infinitive] He deter- 
mined to find out the real reason. 

DISCOVER /d1't3r-man/ v [T] to find out or make 
certain facts or information © The police never ac- 
tually determined the cause of death. © [+ question 
word] | can’t determine why your phone isn’t work- 
ing. © [+ that clause] The investigation determined 
that the death was accidental. 


WORD FAMILY determine 


Nouns determination Adjectives determined 
determiner indeterminate 


Verbs determine 


determined /di'tsr-mand/ adj showing the 
strong desire to follow a particular plan of action 
even if it is difficult © a very determined young man 
© She had a determined look on her face. © [+ to 
infinitive] I’m determined to finish this book today. 
determination /d1,t3r-ma'ner-fan/ n [U] 0 [+ 
to infinitive] She has a lot of determination to 
succeed. 


determiner /d:'tar-ma-nar/ n [C] grammar a 
word that is used before a noun to show which 
particular example of the noun you are referring 
to O In the phrase “my history book” the word “my” 
is a determiner. 
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deterrent /d1't3r-ant, -'ter-/ 1 © See at DETER 


detest /di'test/ v [T] to hate; dislike extremely © 
She detested traveling in hot weather. 


detonate /‘det-®n ,eit/ v [I/T] to explode, or to 
cause a bomb to explode © [T] A remote control 
device was used to detonate the bomb. 
detonator /'det:®n ,ert-ar/ n [C] a device used 
to cause an explosive to detonate 


detour /‘di:-tur/ n [C] a way of getting to a place 
that is indirect and longer than the usual way, and 
which is taken in order to avoid a particular prob- 
lem or to do something special © You’re advised to 
take a detour to avoid the road construction. 0 We 
made a little detour to drop Sarah off on the way 
home. 
detour /'di:-tur/ v [I] © We had to detour around 
the flooded road. 


detoxify /di:'tak-sa-, fai/ v [I/T] chemistry to 
make a TOXIC (= poisonous) substance harmless, 
or to remove a harmful or toxic chemical from an- 
other substance © The liver’s tasks include detoxify- 
ing the blood. 
detoxification /di: ,tak-sa-fa'ker-fan/, n[U] the 
process of removing harmful or toxic chemicals 


detract from something /d1'trakt-fram/ 
phrasal verb to make something seem less valuable 
or less deserving of admiration © These small faults, 
however, do not detract from the overall quality of 
the book. 


detractor /d1'trek-tar/ n[C usually pl] a person 
who criticizes something or someone, often un- 
fairly © He is much more popular with his teammates 
than his detractors would have you believe. 


detriment /'de-tra-mant/ n [U] harm or dam- 
age © She was very involved with sports at college, 
to the detriment of her studies. 
detrimental /,de-tra'ment-l/ adj © chemicals 
that have a detrimental effect on the environment 


deuterium /du:'trr-i::am/ n [U] chemistry a 
type of HYDROGEN (= gas) that is twice as heavy 
as the usual form of hydrogen 


devastate /‘dev-a,steit/ v [T] to cause great 
damage or suffering to something or someone, or 
to violently destroy a place © Waves of corporate 
downsizing have devastated employee morale. © | 
was so devastated | was crying constantly. © The 
town was devastated by a hurricane in 1928. 
devastating /'dev-a,steit-19/ adj © devastating 
criticisms © It will have a devastating impact on the 
economy. 
devastation /,dev-a'ster-fan/ n [U] © The tor- 
nado has already left a trail of devastation through 
four states from Nebraska to Missouri. 


develop GROW /di'vel-ap/ v [I/T] to grow or 
Cause to grow or change into a more advanced 
form © [T] This exercise will help develop the shoulder 
and back muscles (= It will make them stronger). © 
[!] If Kareem keeps working hard, he could develop 
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into a first-class athlete. © [|] The tourist industry is 
continuing to develop in the lake region. © [T] Your 
essay iS good, but you need to develop your ideas 
more fully (= give more details). 

developed /di'vel-apt/ adj 1 Sharks have a 
highly developed sense of smell. 2 politics & gov- 
ernment Developed countries have a lot of indus- 
try and wealth. 

developing /d1'vel-9-p1n/ adj [not gradable] 1 
a developing fetus 2 politics & government De- 
veloping countries have less advanced industries 
and little wealth but have the ability to become 
more advanced. 

development /dr'vel-ap-mant/ n [C/U] 1 [U] A 
good diet and lots of exercise are essential for a 
child’s healthy growth and development. © [U] | took 
a history course that dealt with the development of 
popular culture. 2 literature \n a literary work, de- 
velopment is the movement from one event to 
another or the changes in the characters’ under- 
standing. 3 A development is a recent important 
event that is the latest in a series of related events: 
[C] There is a new development in the plans to re- 
organize the fire department. 4 politics & govern- 
ment Development is also the organized increase 
of a country’s industry and wealth. 
developmental /d1,vel-ap'ment-al/ adj o The 
program offers adventures for people with develop- 
mental disabilities (= physical or mental conditions 
that prevent someone from growing and devel- 
oping in a way that is considered usual). 

START /di'‘vel-ap/ v [I/T] 1 to bring or come into 
existence © [I] Large cracks are developing in the wall 
of the house. © [T] George has developed an interest 
in archaeology. 2 \f you develop an illness, you 
catch it or start to suffer from it: [T] She developed 
a skin rash. 3 \f an area of land is developed, it is 
built on, usually by a company that hopes to make 
a profit in this way: [T] We have plans to develop 
the site. 
developer /d1'vel-a-par/ n[C] a person or com- 
pany that makes money by buying land and build- 
ing new houses, stores, or offices on it © real estate 
developers 
development /di'vel-ap-mant/ n [C/U] 1 [U] 
We were waiting for the development of new plans 
for the city’s convention center. © [U] I’m in charge 
of product development (= the creation and design 
of new products) for the company. © [C] Cotton 
fields were replaced by housing developments (= 
groups of similar houses built at the same time) as 
the city experienced rapid growth. 2 Development 
is also the building of houses, stores, or offices, 
esp. by a company to make a profit, on an area of 
land where there were none before. 


PROCESS FILM /di'vel-ap/ v [I/T] to put film in 
chemicals until an image appears 


WORD FAMILY develop 


Adjectives developed 
developing 
developmental 

undeveloped 


Nouns developer 
development 
redevelopment 


Verbs 


develop 


devotee 


deviant /‘di:-vi:-ant/ adj differing from the ac- 
cepted standard 
deviance /'di:-vi:-ans/ n [U] 


deviate © /'di:-vi: ,e1t/ v [I] to change from the 
usual way, or to go in a different direction © He 
never deviated from his strict vegetarian diet. 0 We 
need to know when the bus deviates from its sched- 
uled route. 
deviation @ /,di:-vi:'er-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] Any 
deviation from the party line is seen as betrayal. 


device © OBJECT /di'vais/ n [C] an object or 
machine that has been invented to fulfill a partic- 
ular purpose © a handheld device O° a safety device 
© electronic/mechanical devices O He invented a de- 
vice for measuring very small distances exactly. 


METHOD /di'vais/ n [C] a method that is used to 
produce a desired effect © His temper tantrums 
were just a device for attracting attention. 


devil /‘dev-al/ n [C] 1 an evil being, often repre- 
sented in human form but with a tail and horns 2 
The Devil, in Christianity, Islam, and Judaism, is the 
most powerful evil spirit. 3 The devil can be used 
to give emphasis to a question: What the devil are 
you doing? 
devilish /'dev-a-l1f/ adj 1 slightly bad, but some- 
times in an amusing way © a devilish grin 2 Devilish 
can also mean extremely difficult: a@ devilish 
problem 


devil’s advocate n [C] someone who sup- 
ports an opposite argument or one that is not pop- 
ular in order to make people think seriously 


devious /'di:-vi:-as/ adj 1 using indirect ways to 
get what you want, esp. without showing your real 
purpose © devious methods 2 Devious also means 
indirect: They went by a devious route. 


devise /d1'vaiz/ v [T] to invent something, esp. 
with intelligence or imagination 0 He devised a new 
way to treat mental depression. 9 The committee is 
devising an agenda for the upcoming political 
convention. 


devoid /d1'v2id/ adj [not gradable] Someone or 
something is devoid of something it is completely 
lacking: He seems to be devoid of any feeling for his 
parents. 


devote something/yourself to something/ 
someone @ /di'vout-ta, -,tu, -,tu:/ phrasal verb to 
give your time or effort completely to something you 
believe in or to a person, or to use a particular amount 
of time or energy doing something © He devoted his life 
to serving his family, friends, and neighbors. © Over half 
his speech was devoted to the issue of saving Social 
Security. 


devoted © /di'vout-ad/ adj extremely loving 
and loyal © a devoted fan/husband/mother 
devotedly @ /di 'vout-ad-li/ adv 


devotee / dev-a'ti:, -'te1; di ,vou 'ti:/ n[C] a per- 
son who strongly admires a particular person or is 
extremely interested in a subject © Devotees of jazz 
won't want to miss this! 
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devotion 
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devotion © SUPPORT /di ‘vou: fan/ n [U] sup- 
port and affection © He is a teacher who inspires re- 
spect and devotion from his students. 

WORSHIP /d1'vou- fan/ n [C/U] religious worship or 
belief, or prayer and other acts of religious worship 
© [U] alife of religious devotion © [C] devotions to the 
saints 


devour /di'vaur/ v{T] to eat eagerly and in large 
amounts, so that nothing is left © He devoured the 
entire plate of spaghetti. © (fig.) She devoured (= 
read eagerly and quickly) the novels of Jane Austen. 


devout /di'vaut/ adj believing strongly in a reli- 
gion and obeying all the rules or principles of that 
religion © a devout Christian/Jew/Muslim 
devoutly /dr'vaut-li/ adv © a devoutly religious 
family 


dew /du:, dju:/ n [U] small drops of water that 
form on the ground and other surfaces outside 
esp. during the night 


dewpoint /‘du:-point/ n [C] earth science the 
temperature at which air can no longer hold all the 
water in it, and the water starts to form drops on 
surfaces 


dexterity /dek'ster-at-i/ n [U] the ability to use 
the hands skillfully in doing something © Playing 
with blocks improves a child’s manual dexterity. 


diabetes / dat-a'bi:t-i:z, -as/ n [U] a disease in 
which the body cannot control the amount of 
sugar in the blood 
diabetic /,dar-a'bet-1k/ adjo a diabetic patient 
diabetic /,dai-a'bet-1k/ n [C] a person who has 
diabetes 


diabolical /,dat-a'bal-1-kal/ adj very evil but of- 
ten intelligent © a diabolical genius 


diagnose /'dai-1g ,nous, -,nouz/ v [T] to recog- 
nize and name the exact character of a disease or 
other problem by making an examination © He 
was diagnosed with cancer that year. © It was not 
easy to diagnose what was wrong with the business. 


diagnosis /,dai-1g 'nou-sas/ n [C/U] pi diagno- 
ses the making of a judgment about the exact 
character of a disease or other problem, esp. after 
an examination, or such a judgment © [U] Respira- 
tory therapy involves the diagnosis and treatment of 
breathing disorders. 
diagnostic /,dar-1g 'nas-tik/ adj © The hospital is 
doing some diagnostic tests to see if they can figure 
out why she’s running a fever. 


diagonal /dat'zg-an-*l/ adj geometry (of a 
line) straight and sloping, so that it is neither hori- 
zontal nor vertical © A diagonal line in a circle is of- 
ten used as a symbol to show that certain behavior is 
forbidden. 


diagram /'dai-9,greem/ n [C] a simple plan 
drawn to represent something, such as a machine, 
usually to explain how it works or how it is put to- 
gether 9 The teacher drew a diagram showing how 
blood flows through the heart. > Picture: Venn 
diagram 


DIAGRAM 


dial TELEPHONE /dail/ v[I/T] to makea telephone 
call by pressing the buttons or turning the disk on 
a telephone to be connected to a particular num- 
ber 0 [T] What number did you dial? > Learner er- 
ror: compose or dial? at COMPOSE FORM 


MEASURING DEVICE /'‘dail/ n[C] 1 the part of ama- 
chine or device that shows a measurement, such 
as of speed or time, often a numbered circle with a 
moving POINTER (= long narrow part with a point) 
2 A dial is also a part of an instrument that you can 
turn or move to control it: Turn the dial of the radio 
and get some music. 


dialect /‘dat-a,lekt/ n [C/U] grammar a form of 
a language that is spoken in a particular part of a 
country or by a particular group of people and that 
contains some words, grammar, or PRONUNCIA- 
TIONS (= the ways in which words are said) that are 
different from the forms used in other parts or by 
other groups 


dialogue CONVERSATION, dialog /'dai-a,|>:g, 
-,lag/ n [C/U] literature conversation between the 
characters in a story, such as in a book or movie © 
[U] Oscar Wilde's plays are famous for their witty 
dialogue. 


EXCHANGE OF OPINION, dialog /‘dat-9 ,lo:g, -,lag/ 
n[C/U] a serious exchange of opinion, esp. among 
people or groups that disagree © [C] We have held 
a number of meetings, and the dialogue is ongoing. 


dial tone n [C] the continuous sound you hear 
when you pick up the telephone, letting you know 
that you can call anumber 


diameter /dat'zm-sat-or/ n[C/U] geometry the 
distance from one side to the opposite side of a cir- 
cle, measured by a line passing through the center 
of the circle © [C] We need a pipe with a diameter of 
about six inches. > Picture: circle 


diametrically /,dai-a'me-tr-kli/ adv com- 
pletely © Father and son had diametrically opposed 
views on politics. 


diamond STONE /‘dai-mand, -a-mand/n [C/U] 
an extremely hard, valuable stone prized as a jewel 
and having many uses in industry © [U] a diamond 
engagement ring 

SHAPE /'dai-mand, -a-mand/ n [C] geometry a 
shape with four straight sides that meet to form 
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two wide and two narrow angles, or a square 
placed with a corner at the bottom » Picture: 
geometry 


diamonds /'dat-mandz, -a:mandz/ p/n one of 
the four SUITS (= groups) of playing cards, the sym- 
bol for which is a DIAMOND shape 


diaper /'dat-par, ‘dat-a:par/ n [C] a thick, soft, 
cloth or plastic-covered paper that can be placed 
between the legs and fastened around the waist, 
used for a baby who has not yet learned to use a 
toilet © disposable diapers 


diaphragm /‘dat-a ,freem/ n [C] a thin piece of 
material that is stretched across an opening, esp. 
the muscle that separates the chest from the lower 
part of the body containing the stomach and 
bowels 


diarrhea / dat-a'ti:-9/ n[U] an illness in which a 
person’s solid waste is too watery and is excreted 
too frequently 


diary /‘dat-a-ri, 'dat-ri/ n [C] 1 a person’s private 
record of events, thoughts, feelings, etc., that are 
written down every day, or a book where such 
things are recorded 2 A diary is also a book in 
which you keep a personal record of the people 
you are planning to see or the things you are plan- 
ning to do: Let me check the doctor’s diary and see if 
she can see you then. 


diaspora, Diaspora /dai 'zs-pa-ra/ n[C/U] poli- 
tics & government 1 the scattering of people from 
their original country to other places 2 world his- 
tory Diaspora is the forced movement of Jews 
from Israel. 3 world history The Diaspora is also 
the Jews who live outside of Israel. 


diastole /dar'‘zs-ta-li/ n[C] biology the part of a 
heart’s action during which it fills with blood 


diatomic /,dat-a'tam-ik/ adj [not gradable] 
chemistry describes a MOLECULE that has two at- 
oms of the same kind 


diatonic scale /,dai-a'tan-tk 'skerl/ n[C] mu- 
sic a musical SCALE that is either MAJOR or MINOR 


dice GAME /dars/ p/n two small CUBES (= square, 
box-shaped solids) that are the same, each with a 
different number of spots on each of its six sides, 
used in games 

CUT /dais/ v[T] to cut food into small squares © Peel 
and dice the carrots. 


dicey /‘dat-si/ adj comparative dicier, superlative dici- 
est infm/ not certain or safe; RISKY © Things are going 
to be a bit dicey until we know whether the budget 
was approved. 


dichotomy /dat'kat-a-mi/ n[C] fm/ the division 
of two things that are completely different © | try to 
examine the dichotomy between what people think 
they are and what they do. 


dicker /'dik-ar/ v [I] to arque with someone, esp. 
about the price of goods © She dickered with the 
driver for several minutes over the fare. 


die 


dictate GIVE ORDERS /'dik-teit, dik'tert/ v[T] 1 
to give orders, or state something with total au- 
thority © [+ question word] Tennis club rules dictate 
what kind of footwear may be worn on the courts. 2 
To dictate also means to make necessary: The char- 
acteristics of the land dictate much of what can be 
built. 


SPEAK /‘dik-teit, dik'tert/ v [I/T] to say something 
aloud for another person or for a machine to rec- 
ord, so that your words can be prepared in writing 
for use in business or a legal case 0 [T] She spent the 
morning dictating letters. 
dictation /dik'te1-fan/ n[U] 1 Can we get some- 
one from the agency who takes dictation? 2 Dicta- 
tion is also the reading aloud of a piece of writing 
in a language being learned in order to test the 
ability of students to hear and write the language 
correctly: a dictation exercise 


dictator /‘dik tert: ar, dik 'tert-/ n [C] politics & 
government someone who rules a country with 
complete power, has complete control over the 
armed forces, and destroys any political opposition 
dictatorial /,dik-ta'to:r-i:-al, -'tour-/ adj politics 
& government © dictatorial powers 
dictatorship /dik'teit-ar , fip/ n[C/U] politics & 
government a country ruled by a dictator, or the 
condition of being so ruled © [U] A flood of refugees 
fled the brutal dictatorship then existing that country. 


diction /‘dik-san/ n [U] the manner in which 
words are pronounced 


dictionary /‘dik-Ja,ner-i/ n[C] a book that lists 
words with their meanings given in the same or in 
another language, and often includes other 
information 


did /did/ past simple of DO 


didactic /dat ‘dak: ttk/ adj fmlintended to teach, 
or to improve morals by teaching © Children’s 
books possess a practical, didactic purpose — to instill 
a love for reading. 


didn’t /'did-®nt/ contraction of did not © We 
didn’t arrive until after midnight. 


die /dai/ v [t] pres. part. dying, past died 1 to stop 
living © He died of a heart attack. © She died in her 
sleep at the age of 94. 0 (fig.) The engine just died (= 
stopped working). 2 If you say that you could 
have/nearly died of a particular feeling, you mean 
that you felt the feeling very strongly: | was so em- 
barrassed, | could have died. 3 To be dying to do 
something, or for something, is to be eager to do 
or to have it: I’m dying to hear the news. © I’m dying 
for a cup of coffee. 


USAGE 
died or dead? 
Do not confuse the verb and adjective. Died is 
the simple past and past participle of the verb 
die. 
Her father died last year. 
Dead is an adjective that means “not alive.” 
Her father is dead. 
Herfatheris-died: 
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diehard 


WORD CHOICES die 


ws 


The phrasal verbs pass away or pass on are 
sometimes used to avoid saying “die” in case it 
upsets someone. 

He passed away peacefully in the hospital. 

If people die as the result of an accident or vio- 
lence, you can say that they were killed or lost 
their lives. 

His sister was killed in a car accident. 

Many people lost their lives in the war. 
Someone who dies very suddenly while doing 
something is sometimes said to have dropped 
dead. 

He dropped dead on the tennis court at the age 

of42. 
You can use the verb lose to say that a person in 
someone’s family has died. 

She lost her husband last year. 

In informal situations and if you are trying to be 
humorous, you can use the phrase kick the 
bucket. 

When | kick the bucket, you can do what you 

want. 


PHRASAL VERBS with die 


edie down to become reduced in strength 0 A 
Storm is expected tonight, but the wind and rain 
should die down by morning. 

edie off (of the members of a group) to stop liv- 
ing, one by one, until there are none left © The vet- 
erans of World War Il are now old and gradually 
dying off. 

edie out to become less common and finally stop 
existing © Dinosaurs died out millions of years ago. 


diehard /‘dat-hard/ adj [not gradable] unwilling 
to change or give up your ideas or ways of behav- 
ing, even when there are good reasons to do soo a 
diehard conservative 


diesel /‘di:-zal/ n [U] 1 a type of heavy oil used as 
a fuel 2 A diesel is also any vehicle that has an en- 
gine using this type of oil as fuel. 


diet /‘dar-at/ n [C/U] 1 the food and drink usually 
taken by a person or group © [C] A healthy diet in- 
cludes fresh vegetables. © [C] (fig.) Gifted students 
given a steady diet of grade-level curriculum learn 
they don’t need to work hard. 2 A diet is also the 
particular food and drink you are limited to when 
you cannot eat or drink whatever you want to: [C] 
a low-salt diet © [C] I’m going on a diet because I’ve 
got to lose some weight. 
diet /‘dar-at/ v [I] to limit the food that you take, 
esp. in order tc lose weight © He began dieting a 
month ago and says he has lost ten pounds already. 
diet /'dat-at/ adj [not gradable] (of food or drink) 
containing much less sugar than usual and often 
sweetened artificially, or containing less fat than 
usual © diet soda 
dietary /‘dat-a,ter-i/ adj © Health experts say die- 
tary changes have to start with children, who can be 
taught to appreciate a healthy diet. 
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dieter /'dat-at-ar/ n [C] © Studies show there may 
be as many as 30 million American dieters at any one 
moment. 


differ /‘dif-ar/ v [I] 1 to be not like something 
else; to be different © American English and British 
English obviously differ in pronunciation. 2 To differ 
is also to disagree: We may differ on what the num- 
bers are, but there is general agreement that we have 
to do something to cut costs. 


WORD FAMILY differ 


Nouns difference 


Adjectives different 


indifference indifferent 
differential differential 
Verbs _ differ Adverbs _ differently 


differentiate 


different /‘dif-rant, -a-rant/ adj not the same o 
Monet and other Impressionists painted the same 
scene at different times of day to discover how the 
colors change in the different light. 0 The weather 
down here is a lot different than it is at home. © Emily 
is entirely different from her sister. 
difference /‘dif-rans, -a-rans/ n [C/U] the way in 
which two things being compared are not the 
same, or the fact of not being the same © [C] We try 
to teach the kids the difference between right and 
wrong. © [C] We’d like better seats, but if the differ- 
ence in price is too much, we'll keep what we have. 
differently /‘dif-rant-li, -a-rant-li/ adv © | would 
have done things differently if | had the chance to do 
them over again. 


USAGE saad)! Sel Se Sal 
difference 
Be careful to use the correct preposition. You 
talk about the difference between two things 
when you are comparing them. 
What’s the difference between a cup and a 
mug? 
You talk about the difference in something or 
someone when you want to say how some- 
thing or someone has changed. 
Have you noticed a difference in him since last 
year? 


WORD CHOICES different = = 


See also: unusual 

If something is different from what people nor- 

mally expect, you can say that it is unusual. 
Carina — that’s quite an unusual name. 

The adjective alternative is often used to de- 

scribe something which is different from some- 

thing else but can be used instead of it. 


The hotel's being renovated, so we're looking 
for an alternative venue. 
If something is very different and separate from 
other things, you can describe it as distinct or 
distinctive. 
She’s got really distinctive handwriting. 
The word has three distinct meanings. 
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The preposition unlike is often used to com- 
pare people or things that are very different 
from each other. 
Dan's actually quite nice, unlike his father. 
The furniture was unlike anything she had ever 
seen. 


IDIOMS with different 


edifference of opinion a disagreement © There 
was a difference of opinion about the best way to run 
the business, and as a result | left the company. 
ehave your differences to disagree with someone 
on one or more matters © We've had our differ- 
ences, but we've learned how to work together very 
well. 


differential /,dif-9'ren-tfal/ n [C] the differ- 
ence between two amounts © There’s anywhere 
from a $1000 to $2400 price differential between 
the vehicles. 
differential /,dif-a'ren-tfal/ adj © The contract 
includes a 35-cent per hour increase in night shift dif- 
ferential pay. 


differentiate © /dif-a'ren-tfi: ,e1t/ v [I/T] to 
show or find the difference between one thing and 
another, or between things that are compared © 
[T] What differentiates wheat from other crops is that 
it is almost exclusively used as a food product. © [I al- 
ways + adv/prep] The axons are like phone wires 
that carry the signals that allow the brain to differen- 
tiate between various smells. 
differentiation @ /,dif-o,ren-tfi:'er-fan/ n 
[C/U] 


differentiation GROWING CELL /dif-9,ren- 
tfi:'er-fan/ n [U] biology the process by which 
cells in an EMBRYO (= growing organism in the 
uterus, egg, or seed ) become different types of 
cells and organs 

ROCKS /,dif-9,ren-tfi:'er-fan/ n (U] earth science 
the process by which different kinds of rock are 
created from MAGMA (= melted rock) as it cools 
because of various chemical and physical forces 


difficult /‘dif-a-kalt, -,kalt/ adj 1 not easy or sim- 
ple; hard to do or to understand © It’s a difficult 
choice, but I’ve got to decide which job is better. 2 
Difficult also means having problems: He’%s in a dif- 
ficult situation and could go bankrupt. 3 A person 
who is difficult is not easy to deal with: | loved him, 
but he could be difficult at times. 
difficulty /‘dif-a-kal-ti, -,kal-ti/ n [C/U] 1 the fact 
of not being easy, or of being hard to do or under- 
stand © [U] He has some difficulty hearing people 
when they speak softly. 2 A difficulty is also a prob- 
lem: [C usually pl] In 1986 he experienced financial 
difficulties and was forced to Sell his business. 


USAGE 
difficulty 
You can say you have difficulty doing some- 
thing or have difficulty in doing something. 

She has difficulty walking. 

She has difficulty in walking. 

She-has-difficulty to walk. 
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WORD CHOICES difficult = : 
Hard is very often used instead of “difficult” 
and means exactly the same. 

The exam was really hard. 

It must be hard to study with all this noise. 
If something is difficult to understand or do be- 


cause it has a lot of different parts or stages, 
you can say that it is complicated or complex. 

The instructions were so complicated | just 

couldn't follow them. 

Designing a house is a complex process. 

Tricky describes something difficult that needs 
skill or needs you to be very careful. 

It’s quite tricky getting the puzzle pieces to fit 

together. 

It’s a tricky situation —1 don’t want to upset 

anyone. 
Awkward describes something that is difficult 
to deal with and could cause problems. 

Luckily, she didn’t ask any awkward questions. 
Demanding means “needing a lot of your time, 
attention, or effort.” 

She has a very demanding job. 

Like most young children, he’s very demanding. 
A situation or piece of work that is challenging 
is difficult and needs all your skills and 
determination. 

This has been a challenging time for us all. 

| found the class very challenging. 

You say easier said than done about something 
that is impossible or very difficult to do. 

| know! should stop smoking but it’s easier said 

than done. 
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diffract /dt'fraekt/ v[T] physics to break up light 
or sound waves by making them go through a nar- 
row space or across an edge 
diffraction /d1'freek- fan/n[U] physics 


diffuse /di'fju:z/ v [I/T] 1 to spread or cause 
something to spread in many directions © [T] Tele- 
vision is a powerful means of diffusing knowledge. 2 
To diffuse is also to make something less noticea- 
ble or weaker: [T] The guide tried to diffuse the ten- 
sion with his grin. 
diffuse /dr'fju:s/ adj not dense but spread out 
over a large area or space © The smoke may have 
been too diffuse to detect. 


diffuse reflection /di 'fjuis ri'flek-fan/ n[U] 
physics the effect that is created when light is re- 
flected at many different angles and there is no 
clear image 


diffusion /di 'fju:-3an/ n[U] 1 science (of gases 
and liquids) the process of spreading into a sur- 
rounding substance 2 biology Diffusion is also the 
method by which substances pass in and out of 
cells through their MEMBRANE (= outside cover- 
ing). 3 physics Diffusion is also the way light 
spreads when it is reflected from a rough surface or 
passed through a TRANSLUCENT substance (= sub- 
stance that allows only some light to . pass 
through). 


d3 jump | j yes | I little | 9m hm | ®n cotton | g sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 6 this | tJ choose | 3 measure 


dig 


dig MOVE EARTH /dig/ v pres. part. digging, past 
dug to move and break up earth using a tool, a 
machine, or your hands, or to make a hole, chan- 
nel, etc. by moving and breaking up earth © [I] 
Friends came with rakes and shovels ready to dig into 
the earth. 0 [M] | was planning to go out and dig up 
some hibiscus plants. © [T] Most people out in the 
country have to dig their own wells. 
dig /d1g/ n[C] the activity of removing earth to 
find objects of interest to history or science 

PRESS /dig/ v [T] pres. part. digging, past dug to 
press or push strongly © He dug his hand into his 
pocket, searching for a quarter. 

REMARK /dig/n[C] a criticism, esp. a remark about 
someone that does not seem intentional but actu- 
ally is © His reference to how busy we were was a dig 
at us for forgetting to greet him properly. 


IDIOM with dig 


edig a hole for yourself to take an action that is go- 
ing to cause a lot of trouble for you © He keeps bor- 
rowing more money, and | think he’s beginning to dig 
a hole for himself. 


PHRASAL VERBS with dig 


edig in infm! to start eating, esp. eagerly © The 
food's getting cold — dig in! 

¢dig out something [M] to search and find some- 
thing that has been put away for a long time © 
There are always people who dig out their old uni- 
forms and put them on for a parade. 

edig up something [M] to discover information 
about someone, esp. damaging information © The 
firm hired a private detective to dig up information on 
the former supervisor. 


digest EAT /d:'d3est, dar-/ v[1/T] biology (of the 
body of a living creature) to chemically change 
food into smaller forms that the body can absorb 
and use 
digestion /dr'dzes-tfan, dar-/ n [C/U] the ability 
of the body to change food chemically so that it 
can be used 
digestive /dr'dzes-tiv, dar-/ adj relating to the 
body’s process of changing food chemically into a 
form that it can use 


UNDERSTAND /d1 ‘dest, dar-/ v[T] to take informa- 
tion into your mind in a way that gives you the 
ability to use it © He could digest an enormous 
amount of information with amazing speed. 
digest /'dar-dzest/ n [C] a short written report 
containing the most important parts of a longer 
piece, or a short written report of recent news o 
The Sunday newspaper includes a digest of last 
week's major Stories. 


digit NUMBER /‘did3-at/ n[C] mathematics any 
one of the numbers 0 through 9 © 6735 is a four- 
digit number. 
digital /'did3-at-l/ adj [not gradable] 1 record- 
ing or showing information in the form of num- 
bers, esp. 0 and 1 © The old movie was re-released 
with digital sound. 2 A digital watch or clock shows 
the time with numbers that change as the time 
changes. 
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digitize /'did3-9,tarz/ v [T] to put information 
into the form of a series of the numbers 0 and 1, 
usually so that it can be processed electronically © 
to digitize sound 


FINGER /'did3-at/ n[C] one of the fingers or toes 


dignified /‘dig-na fard/ adj serious and grace- 
ful in manner or style in a way that deserves re- 
spect O a quiet, dignified person 


dignitary /'dig-na ter-i/ n[C] a person who has 
an important position in a society © His responsibili- 
ties included welcoming visiting dignitaries from for- 
eign countries. 


dignity /'dig-nat-i/ n [U] the quality of a person 
that makes him or her deserving of respect, some- 
times shown in behavior or appearance © Laws of 
privacy are designed to protect the dignity of 
individuals, 


digress /dat'gres/ v [1] fm/ (in speech or writing) 
to move away from the main subject and discuss 
something else © He digressed from his subject in or- 
der to criticize the accuracy of a newspaper story. 
digression /dar'gref-an, di-/ n[C] © His speech 
was full of digressions about his time in the army. 


dike ROCK LAYER /datk/ n [C] earth science a 
layer of newer rock that is created when melted 
rock flows into spaces in older rock and then 
hardens 


WALL /dark/ n [C] a long wall that prevents water, 
esp. from the sea, from flooding a place 


dilapidated /da'lzp-a deit-ad/ adj (esp. of a 
structure) in bad condition and needing repair © 
We still use the dilapidated barn for storing tools. 


dilate /dar'leit, 'dar-lert/ v [l/T] esp. medical to be- 
come or make something, esp. an opening, wider 
or more open © [T] The doctor put drops in my eyes 
to dilate the pupils. 
dilation /dar'ler-fan/ n[U] esp. medical 


dilation /dat'ler fan/ n[C] geometry a change 
in the shape of a FIGURE SHAPE in which is it made 
larger or smaller according to a SCALE (= relation- 
ship of sizes) 


dilemma /da'lem-a, dat-/ n [C] a situation in 
which a choice has to be made between possibili- 
ties that will all have results you do not want © The 
dilemma was over how to protect a charming little is- 
land and at the same time allow economic develop- 
ment onit. 


dilettante /‘dil-9,tant, -,taent/ n [C] usually dis- 
approving a person who is or seems to be interested 
in a subject, but who is not involved with it in a se- 
rious and determined way © To serious artists, he 
was merely a dilettante. 


diligent /‘dil-a-dgant/ adj careful and serious in 
your work, or done in a careful and determined 
way © a diligent worker 0 They made diligent efforts 
to carry out their programs. 
diligence /‘dil-a-d3zans/ n[U] 


ill /d1\/ n [U] an herb whose seeds and leaves are 
used to flavor foods in cooking 


z bat | a hot | at bite | au house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | acut | a alone 


dilute /dar'lu:t, da-/ v [T] 1 to make a liquid 
weaker by mixing it with water or another liquid © 
Dilute the bleach in water before adding it to the 
wash. 2 chemistry \f you dilute a substance you 
make it weaker or less pure by mixing it with an- 
other substance. 
dilute /dar'lu:t, do-/ adj chemistry made weaker 
or less pure by the addition of another substance 
diluted /dar'lu:t-ad, da-/ adj © He disinfected the 
tub witha solution of diluted bleach. 


dim /dim/ adj [-er/-est only] -mm- 1 not bright; 
not giving or having much light © A dim bulb pro- 
vides the only light in the hall. 2 Something that is 
dim is also not clear in your mind or memory or 
not likely to happen: / had only a dim memory of a 
tall, slender man. 

dim /dim/ v[I/T] -mm- to become or make some- 
thing less bright © [I] In the middle of the storm, the 
lights suddenly dimmed. 

imly /'dim-li/ advo a dimly lit hallway 


dime /daim/ n[C] in the US and Canada, a coin 
worth ten cents 


IDIOM with dime 


ea dime a dozen common and not special © Plas- 
tic toys like this are a dime a dozen. 


dimension © MEASUREMENT /da'men-tfan/ 
n[C] a measurement of something in a particular 
direction, esp. its height, length, or width © The di- 
mensions of the room are 26 feet by 15 feet. 
-dimensional @ /da'men-fan-l/ suffix ° a 
three-dimensional (= having three measurements 
in different directions) figure 

QUALITY /da'men:-tfan/ n[C] a part or quality of a 
thing or situation that has an effect on the way you 
think about it © The new script gave the story a psy- 
chological dimension. 
-dimensional © /da'men-fan-*l/ suffix O a 
multi-dimensional problem. 


diminish © /da'min-1f/ v[I/T] to reduce or be 
reduced in size or importance © [I] The threat of in- 
flation is diminishing. © [T] A single-payer system 
would diminish the bureaucratic cost of health care. 
diminution © /,dim-a'nu:-fan, -an'ju:-fan/ n 
[C/U] 


diminutive /da'min-jat-1v/ adj small o My 
grandmother was a diminutive woman, less than 5 
feet tall. 


dimly /‘dim-li/ advo See at DIM 


dimple /'‘dim-pal/ n [C] a small hollow place, 
esp. in a person’s face and usually considered at- 
tractive © He has a dimple in his chin. 
dimpled /'‘dim-pald/ adj© dimpled cheeks 


din /din/ n [U] a loud and unpleasant noise or 
mixture of noises, esp. one that continues for some 
time © The teacher had to yell to be heard over the 
din. 

dine /dain/ v [I] to eat, esp. the main meal of the 
day, usually in the evening © He dined alone that 
night. © This evening we'll be dining out (= having an 
evening meal away from home). 
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dip 


diner /'dai-nar/ n [C] 1 someone who eats a 
meal, esp. in a restaurant © He comes in very early — 
he’s an early diner. 2 A diner is a cheap, informal 
restaurant that traditionally is long and narrow and 
looks like part of a train, in which people sit at a 
COUNTER (= long table) and also in BOOTHS (= 
partly enclosed areas on either side of a table). 


ding-dong /'din-do:y, -dan/ n [U] the sound 
made by a bell 


dinghy /‘din-i, -gi/ n[C] a small, open boat pow- 
ered by ROWING (= using long poles with flat ends 
to push through the water), a motor, or sails, used 
for pleasure or for moving people to or from a ship 


dingy /'din-d3i/ adj (of a place or material) dark 
and unattractive esp. because of being dirty or not 
cared for © The stores seemed old and dingy, their 
lights too dim and their ceilings too low. 


dining hall n [Cc] a large room or building 
where many people can eat at the same time 


dining room n[C] a room in which meals are 
eaten 


dinky /‘din-ki/ adj [-er/-est only] infm! very small 
or slight © She hada dinky little apartment. 


dinner /‘din-ar/ n [C/U] 1 the main meal of the 
day, whether eaten in the evening or in the middle 
part of the day © [U] The restaurant is open for din- 
ner from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 0 [U] What's for dinner (= 
What food are we having for our main meal)? © [U] 
Conversation around the dinner table was always 
lively. 2 A dinner is also a formal social occasion in 
the evening at which a meal is served: [C] There will 
be a black-tie dinner and fund-raiser for Jubilee Hous- 
ing on April 18th at the Mayflower Hotel. 


dinner party n[C]a social event where anum- 
ber of people are invited by someone to eat a meal 
together, usually in the person’s home 


dinnertime /‘din-ar,tarm/ n [U] the time at 
which the main meal of the day is eaten 


dinosaur /'dar-n3,s2:r/ n[C] 1 a REPTILE (= cold- 
blooded animal), some types of which were ex- 
tremely large, that stopped existing a very long 
time ago 2 A dinosaur is also something that is old 
and that has not been able to change when condi- 
tions have changed and is therefore no longer use- 
ful: The old car was a gas-guzzling dinosaur and we 
had to get rid of it. 


dint /dint/ n If something is done by dint of 
something else, it is done as a result of that thing: 
She achieved her success by dint of hard work. 


diocese /'dar-a-sas, -,si:z, -,si:s/ m[C] (in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church) the area that is under the 
control of a BISHOP (= priest of high rank) 
diocesan /dat'‘as-a-san, -zan/ adj [not gradable] 


dip PUTINTO LIQUID /dip/ v [T] -pp- to put 
something briefly into a liquid © He dipped his 
doughnut in the coffee. 
dip /dip/ n[C] 1 A dip isa thick sauce you can put 
crackers, raw vegetables, etc., into before eating 


d3 jump | j yes | I little | °m hm | ®n cotton | n sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 6 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


dipeptide: SB 


them. 2 A dip is also a quick swim: He took a dip in 
the pool. 

DROP /dip/ v [1] -pp- to go down to a lower level; 
become less or lower © Beans and lettuce may suffer 
if temperatures dip below freezing. © Stock market 
prices dipped slightly, losing four points. 
dip /dip/ n [C usually sing] © After the yellow 
house, there’s a dip in the road. 


PHRASAL VERB with dip 


¢ dip into something to spend some of your money 
© We had to dip into our savings to pay for the 
repairs. 


dipeptide /dat 'pep-tard/ n[C] biology a chem- 
ical substance formed of two connected AMINO 
ACIDS (= chemical substance in all plants and 
animals) 


diphtheria /dif'@1r-i:-a, dip-/ n[U] a serious in- 
fectious disease that causes fever and difficulty in 
breathing and swallowing 


diploid /‘dip-lo1d/ adj [not gradable] biology 
having two sets of CHROMOSOMES (= structures 
containing the chemical patterns controlling what 
a plant or animal is like), one set from each parent 


diploma /da'plou-ma/ n[C] a document given 
by a school, college, or university to show that you 
have successfully completed a course of study © It’s 
hard to find a good job if you don't have a high 
school diploma. 


diplomat /‘dip-la,mzt/ n [C] politics & gov- 
ernment a person who officially represents a coun- 
try’s interests in a foreign country © She is a skilled 
diplomat and an expert negotiator. 
diplomatic /,dip-la'meet-1k/ adj politics & gov- 
ernment 1 He began the diplomatic discussions that 
resulted in the establishment of NATO. 2 \f you say 
that someone is diplomatic, you mean that the 
person is able to control a difficult situation with- 
out upsetting anyone: Lawyers should be diplomatic 
in dealing with a judge. 
diplomacy /da'plou-ma:si/ n [U] 1 politics & 
government the management of relationships be- 
tween countries O Quiet diplomacy is sometimes 
better than public threats. 2 Diplomacy is also the 
ability to control a difficult situation without upset- 
ting anyone: It took all her diplomacy to persuade 
him not to resign. 


dipstick /‘dip-stik/ n [C] a long, thin stick for 
measuring the amount of liquid in a container, 
esp. the oilin a car engine 


dire /dair/ adj very serious or extreme © Cheating 
will bring dire consequences. 


IDIOM with dire 


ein dire straits in a very bad situation that is diffi- 
cult to fix © These kids are in dire straits, and the 
schools are doing nothing to help them! 


direct STRAIGHT /da'rekt, dar-/ adj 1 going ina 
straight line toward somewhere or someone with- 
out stopping or changing direction and without 
anything coming in between © Is there a direct 
flight to Madison, or do we have to change planes in 


Chicago? © This plant should be kept out of direct 
Sunlight. 2 Direct also means without anyone or 
anything else being involved: She fired the principal 
and took direct control of the school. 3 Direct also 
means very honest in saying what you mean: Her 
manner was businesslike and direct. 
direct /da'rekt, dat-/ adv 0 Can! dial this number 
direct (= without anything or anyone else being in- 
volved) or do | have to go through the operator? 
directly /d+a'rek-tli, dar-/ adv without anything 
coming in between © He went directly home (= 
without stopping anywhere first). 
directness /da'rekt-nas, dai-/ n [U] a very hon- 
est way of saying what you mean 

AIM /da'rekt, dat-/ v[T always + adv/prep] 1 to aim 
something in a particular direction or at particular 
people © His criticism was directed at everybody who 
disagreed with him. 2 To direct is also to show 
someone the particular way to get somewhere: 
Can you direct me to the nearest bus stop? 


CONTROL /da'rekt, dar-/ v[I/T] 1 to control or bein 
charge of an activity, organization, etc. o [T] Gen- 
eral Eisenhower directed the allied forces in World 
War Il. 2When someone directs a movie, play, etc., 
that person tells the actors how to play their parts. 
direction /da'rek: fan, dai-/ n [U] the condition 
of being in charge or in control © Under her direc- 
tion, the agency doubled in size. 
director /da'rek-tar, dar-/ n [C] 1 a person in 
charge of an organization or of a particular part of 
a company’s business © a marketing director 2 A di- 
rector is also a person who tells actors in a movie or 
play how to play their parts. 

ORDER /da'rekt, dat-/ v [T] fm/ to give an order or 
instruction to someone © The judge directed the de- 
fendant to be quiet. 
directive /da'rek-tiv, dar-/ n[C] © A federal direc- 
tive forbids fund-raising in government offices. 


WORD FAMILY direct 
Nouns directness 


Adjectives direct 


directions VoEne nee 
director 
directive Adverbs direct 
directory directly 
indirectly 


direct current n [U] physics electric current 
that moves only in one direction, like the electricity 
that comes from a BATTERY ELECTRICAL DEVICE 


direct election n[q politics & government 
an election in which citizens vote for themselves 
instead of representatives voting for them 


direction /da'rek- Jan, dat-/ n [C] the position 
toward which someone or something moves or 
faces © Cars were facing every direction after slam- 
ming into each other on the icy road. © | glanced in 
her direction (= toward her). © You’re headed in the 
direction of (= toward) Toronto. 
directions /da'rek- fanz, dat-/ pl no We're lost - 
let’s stop and ask (for) directions (= to be told how 
to find the place we are looking for). 
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directly /da'rek-tli, dai-/ adv [not gradable] very 
soon or immediately © Dr. Schwartz will be with you 
directly. 


direct object n[C] (in grammar) the word or 
phrase naming who or what receives the action of 
the verb © In the sentence “I saw Mary,” “Mary” is 
the direct object. O Compare INDIRECT OBJECT © See 
also: OBJECT GRAMMAR 


directory /da'rek-ta-ri, dai-/ n [C] a list of tele- 
phone numbers, names, addresses, or other infor- 
mation © | found your address in the directory of 
university graduates. 


dirt EARTH /d3rt/ n[U] 1 earth or a substance like 
it that has gotten on the surface of something such 
as your skin © / sat on the ground and got dirt on my 
pants. 2 Dirt is also loose earth on the ground: After 
the rain, the woods smelled of wet dirt and greenery. 
3 Dirt is also the earth considered as a surface: The 
basement has a dirt floor. 
dirty /'dart-i/ adj[-er/-est only] having esp. dirt on 
the surface of something © He left his dirty towels on 
the bathroom floor. 
dirty /‘dart-i/ v[T] to allow something to get dirt 
on it © Don’t sit on the ground — you'll dirty your new 
suit. 


If something is extremely dirty, you can say it is 
filthy. 

Wash your hands before supper — they're filthy! 
lf something or someone looks dirty and un- 
tidy, you can say that the person or thing is 
scruffy or messy. 

He's the typical scruffy student. 

Ben's bedroom is always really messy. 

If something is covered in dirt and needs wash- 
ing, the adjectives grimy and grubby are often 
used. 

Don’t wipe your grimy hands on that clean 

towel! 

He was wearing an old pair of jeans anda 

grubby T-shirt. 
The adjective soiled is a rather formal way of 
describing something, especially something 
made of cloth, that is dirty. 

Soiled tablecloths should be soaked in 

detergent. 
If a place is extremely dirty and unpleasant, the 
adjective squalid is sometimes used. 

He lived in a squalid dormitory. 


INFORMATION /da3rt/ n [U] personal information 
about something wrong that someone has done © 
They are more interested in looking for dirt than in re- 
porting fairly about him. 
dirty /'dart-i/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 unfair or dishon- 
est © That was a dirty trick — telling me you were out 
of town when you were right here all the time! 2 
Dirty is also used to emphasize how strongly you 
feel that something is wrong or bad: That's a dirty 
lie! 


dirt bike n [C] a bicycle with wide tires for trav- 
eling over rough ground 


dirty work n[C usually sing] an unpleasant or 
dishonest job, esp. something that other people 
do not want to do © My boss gives me all his dirty 
work to do, so he doesn’t get blamed when things go 
wrong. 


dis /dis/ v[T] -ss- slang to say or do something that 
shows a lack of respect for someone and is often in- 
tended to insult 


disable /dis'e1-bal/ v [T] to make something or 
someone unable to act in the correct or usual way 
© Thieves disabled the museum's alarm system. 


disabled /dis'e1-bald/ adj lacking one or more 
of the physical or mental abilities that most people 
have © a disabled war veteran © US law requires that 
all public buildings be accessible to the disabled. © 
They opened a group home for mentally disabled 
adults. 
disability /,dis-a'bil-at-i/ n [C/U] a physical or 
mental condition that makes someone unable to 
act in a way that is considered usual for most peo- 
ple © [C] The law bars discrimination against those 
with disabilities. © [U] The regulations apply to peo- 
ple unable to work because of disability. 


disaccharide /dai'szk-9 ,raid/ n[C] biology a 
type of sugar that is formed of two simple sugar 
MOLECULES (= smallest unit of a substance) 


disadvantage /,dis-ad'vent-1d3/ n [C] 1 
something that makes a successful result less likely, 
esp. less likely for you than it is for others © There 
are disadvantages to living in a rural area. 2 \f you 
are at a disadvantage, you are in a situation in 
which you are less likely to succeed than others: 
She felt that being so young put her at a disadvan- 
tage for the executive position. 
disadvantaged /,dis-ad'vaent-1d3d/ adj (of 
people) not having the benefits, such as enough 
money and a healthy social situation, that others 
have, and therefore having less opportunity to be 
successful © Head Start is an educational program 
for disadvantaged preschool children. 


disaffected /,dis-a'fek-tad/ adj feeling un- 
happy about and separate from an organization or 
idea that you once supported © Charges of incom- 
petence were made by disaffected members of the 
club. 


disagree /,d1s-a'gri:/ v [I] to have a different 
opinion or be unable to agree © | disagree with you 
about that. © Most scientists agree there is a risk, but 
disagree over the exact amount of risk. 
disagreement /,dis-a'gri:-mant/ n[C/U] a situ- 
ation in which people have different opinions, or 
an inability to agree © [C] The candidates had few 
disagreements about the major issues. 


WORD FAMILY disagree 


Nouns disagreement Verbs disagree 


Adjectives disagreeable 
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PHRASAL VERB with disagree 


¢ disagree with someone to cause someone to feel 
ill © | must have eaten something that disagreed 
with me. 


disagreeable / dis-a'gri:-a-bal/ adj unpleas- 
ant; unattractive 0 The drinking water had a dis- 
agreeable oily taste. 


disappear /,dis-s'pir/ v [I] (of a person or 
thing) to go to a place or into a condition where 
the person or thing cannot be seen © She disap- 
peared into the house. © He disappeared for a few 
hours (= went somewhere unknown). © They 
watched the plane until it disappeared (= could no 
longer be seen). 
disappearance /,dis-a'pir-ans/ n [U] © The dis- 
trict attorney is looking into the disappearance of the 
money. © Her disappearance remains unexplained. 


WORD CHOICES disapp 


Go away is an alternative to “disappear.” 

It was weeks before the bruises went away. 
Vanish or the phrase vanish into thin air can be 
used when someone or something disappears, 
especially in a sudden and surprising way. 

Dinosaurs vanished from the Earth 65 million 

years ago. 
If people or things disappear and no one knows 
where they are, you can say that they go 
missing. 

The computer files containing nuclear secrets 

went missing for a short time. 


If something disappears slowly, you can say it 
fades away. 


As the years passed, the memories faded away. 


7 Ee 4 Fes 


disappoint /,dis-a'point/ v [T] to fail to satisfy 
someone's hopes or expectations © / hate to disap- 
point you, but we don't have the book you wanted. 
disappointed /,dis-a'point-ad/ adj unhappy or 
discouraged because your hopes or expectations 
about something or someone were not satisfied o 
Obviously, we were disappointed in the jury’s verdict. 
0 I’m disappointed by the way our team played to- 
day. © [+ to infinitive] We were extremely disap- 
pointed to receive this information. 
disappointing /,dis-a'point-19/ adjnot as good 
as you had hoped or expected; not satisfactory © 
The team has had two disappointing seasons. © Ker- 
rigan finished the race a disappointing fifth. 
disappointment /,dis-3'p2mnt-mant/ n [C/U] 
the unhappiness or discouragement that results 
when your hopes or expectations have not been 
satisfied, or someone or something that is not as 
good as you had hoped or expected © [U] Her dis- 
appointment showed on her face. © [C] After two los- 
ing seasons, we felt he was a disappointment as a 
coach. 


SPELLING 
disappoint 


Many people make mistakes when spelling this 
word. The correct spelling has one “s” and two 


tA Ie ft 


p's. 


al 


! was So disappointed. 
The film was pretty disappointing. 


WORD FAMILY disappoint 


Nouns disappointment Adjectives disappointed 
disappointing 


Verbs disappoint 


WORD CHOICES disappoint = 


If someone feels very disappointed about 
something that has happened, you can use the 
adjective disheartened. 
He was very disheartened by the results of the 
test. 
A person who does not do what he or she 
agreed to do can be said to have let someone 
down. 
John had promised to go but he let me downat 
the last minute. 
A situation that makes someone feel disap- 
pointed is often described as a letdown. 
After finally winning the playoffs, the loss of the 
championship game was a real letdown. 
An anticlimactic experience is a disappointing 
experience, often one that you thought would 
be exciting before it happened or one that 
comes after a more exciting experience. 
After so much preparation, the party itself was a 
little anticlimactic. 


disapprove /,dis-a'pru:v/ v [I] to think that 


something is wrong, or to have a bad opinion 
about someone © Some people disapproved of the 
School Board’s decision to have students wear uni- 
forms. © They disapproved of his conduct. 
disapproval /,dis-a'pru:-val/ n [U] the expres- 
sion or feeling that something done or said is 
wrong © The boy sensed his mother’s disapproval, © 
He decided to marry her, to the great disapproval of 
his father. 


Clisarm REMOVE WEAPONS /dis‘arm/ v [I/T] to 


take weapons away from someone, or give up 
weapons © [T] Store security guards disarmed him 
and held him for the police. © [I] The revolutionary 
group refused to disarm. © [T] Bomb experts dis- 
armed the device (= made it unable to explode). 
disarmament /dis'ar-ma-mant/ n [U] politics 
& government a reduction in or limitation of the 
number of weapons in the armed forces of a coun- 
try © nuclear disarmament © disarmament talks 


CHARM /dis'arm/ v [T] to make someone begin to 


like you, esp. unexpectedly © He was disarmed by 
the older man’s wit and intelligence. 

disarming /dis'ar-min/ adj approving © He had a 
disarming reason for arriving late — he was reading to 
his children. 


disarray /,dis-a'rei/ n[U] a messy or confused 


condition, showing a lack of organization O Many 
party members believe the campaign is in disarray. © 
The apartment was in complete disarray. 
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disaster /di'zes-tar, -'saes-tar/ n [C/U] 1 an 
event causing great harm, damage, or suffering © 
[C/U] financial disaster © [U] disaster aid/relief © [C] 
Over 100 people died in the disaster. 0 [C] The hurri- 
cane may be the costliest natural disaster in US his- 
tory. 2 fig. A disaster is also a complete failure: [C] 
Our last dinner party was an absolute disaster. 
disastrous /di 'zes-tras, -'szes-tras/ adj 1 It was a 
disastrous mistake which he lived to regret. © In 
1837, there was a disastrous smallpox epidemic. 2 
fig. Something that is disastrous is a complete fail- 
ure: His attempt to play the piano disastrous. 


WORD FAMILY disaster 


Nouns disaster Adjectives disastrous | 


disavow /,dis-9'vau/ v [T] to say that you know 
nothing about or have no responsibility for some- 
thing © He disavowed his earlier confession to the 
police. 


disband /dis'bzend/ v [I/T] (of a group) to stop 
existing, or to cause a group to stop existing © [T] 
The managers planned to disband the team. 


disbelief / dis-bo'li:f/ n[U] the refusal to believe 
that something is true © He shook his head in disbe- 
lief when | told him about the crash. 


disc /disk/ n [C] 1 a DISK 2 Disc is also another 
name for a musical record or a CD: This recording is 
available on disc and on tape. 


discard /dis'kard/ v[T] to throw away or get rid 
of something because you no longer want it © Cut 
the melon in half and discard the seeds. 0 He makes 
toys from things people discard. 


discern /dis'3rn, diz-/ v[T] to be able to see, rec- 
ognize, understand, or decide something © He 
could discern the note of urgency in their voices. © 
The exhibit is arranged in no important order that the 
viewer can discern. 
discernible /dis'3r-na-bal, diz-/ adj able to be 
seen, recognized, or understood © /f there was 
meat in the soup, it was not discernible. 
discerning /dis'3r-nin, diz-/ adj approving able to 
make or usually making careful judgments about 
the quality of similar things © Marion is a discerning 
judge of good design. 


discharge ALLOW TO LEAVE /dis'tfard3, 'dis- 
tfard3/ v [T] 1 to allow someone to leave © Allen 
was discharged from the hospital yesterday. 2 
Someone who is discharged from a job is asked to 
leave it. 
discharge /‘dis-tfard3/ n [C/U] © [C] McCarthy 
held the rank of captain at the time of his discharge 
from the army. 

SEND OUT /dis'tfard3, ‘dis-tfard3/ v [I/T] to send 
out a substance, esp. waste matter © [I] The soapy 
water from the washing machine will discharge di- 
rectly into the waste line. 
discharge /‘dis-tfard3/ n [C/U] 1 [C] an oily dis- 
charge 2 A discharge is also liquid matter that 
comes from a part of the body. 


discomfort 


SHOOT /dis'tfard3, 'dis-tfardz/ v [I/T] to shoot a 
gun © [I] A gun accidentally discharged. 

PERFORM /dis'tfard3, 'dis-tfard3/ v [T] fmi to per- 
form a duty, esp. an official one © He continued to 
discharge his duties as administrator of the fund. 


disciple /di'sar-pal/ n [C] 1 a person who be- 
lieves in the ideas of a leader, esp. a religious or po- 
litical one, and tries to live according to those ideas 
© Jesse Jackson was a disciple of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. 2 The Disciples were the twelve men who fol- 
lowed Jesus during his life. 


discipline TRAINING /'dis-a-plon, -,plin/ n [U] 
1 training that produces obedience or self-control, 
often in the form of rules and punishments if these 
are broken, or the obedience or self-control pro- 
duced by this training © military discipline 2 Disci- 
pline is also the ability to control a mental activity: 
Learning a foreign language requires discipline. 
discipline /'‘dis-9-plan, -,plin/ v [T] © He was dis- 
ciplined (= punished) for his bad conduct. 
disciplinary /'‘dis-9-pla,ner-i/ adj [not gradable] 
© Some disciplinary action was obviously called for. 

SUBJECT /'dis-a-ploan, -,plin/ n [C] a particular area 
of study, esp. a subject studied at a college or uni- 
versity © an academic discipline 


WORD FAMILY discipline 


Nouns 


discipline Verbs discipline 


Adjectives disciplinary 


disc jockey, abbreviation DJ n[C] someone who 
plays recorded music on the radio or at a dance, 
party, or other event 


disclaim /di'sklerm/ v [T] to say you are not re- 
sponsible for or do not know anything about 
something © The officers disclaimed any knowledge 
of the incident. 
disclaimer /di'skler-mar/ n[C] fmi a statement 
that you are not responsible for something © The 
disclaimer reminded viewers that the movie is a 
drama, not a documentary. 


disclose /di'sklouz/ v [T] to give information to 
the public that was not previously known © Terms 
of the agreement were not disclosed. 
disclosure /dr'sklou-3ar/ n [C/U] © [U] Full finan- 
cial disclosure is required. © [C] Some of the disclo- 
sures in the final report were very surprising. 


disco /'dis:kou/ n[C] pidiscos a place where peo- 
ple dance to recorded music for entertainment © 
disco dancing 


discolor, Cdn, 8r discolour /dis'kal-ar/ v [I/T] to 
cause a substance or material to change from its 
original color when you do not want it to © [T] Di- 
rect sunlight will discolor this fabric. 
discoloration /dis ,kal-a'ret- fan/n[C/U] 


discomfort /dis'kam-fart/ n [C/U] 1 the feel- 
ing of not being comfortable, either from a physi- 
cal cause or from a situation, or something ‘that 
causes this feeling © [U] /t’s clear that both parties 
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have some degree of discomfort with the idea. © [U] 
She laughed at his discomfort (= embarrassment). 2 
Discomfort is also pain, usually not severe: [U] / 
could move my arm, but | had a lot of discomfort. 


disconcert /,dis-kan'sart/ v [T] to make some- 
one feel suddenly uncertain or worried © He was 
disconcerted by all the attention he was getting. 
disconcerting /,dis-kan 'sart-1n/ adj© So this de- 
liberate lack of interest in noticing us was most 
disconcerting. 


disconnect /dis-ka'nekt/ v [T] 1 to break a 
connection that carries a substance or electricity, 
or to break such a connection used by someone or 
something © He disconnected a gas line. © Carefully 
tip the grill on its back and disconnect the burner 
from the gas valves. © Our phone was disconnected 
(= turned off by the telephone company). 2 If you 
are disconnected while speaking on the tele- 
phone, the telephone connection is suddenly 
stopped and you can no longer continue your 
conversation. 
disconnect /,dis-ka'nekt/ n [C] infmi a lack of 
connection; a failure of two things to relate o 
There’s a disconnect between the public and the 
media. 


discontent /,dis-kan'tent/ n [U] a feeling of 
not being satisfied with your situation or with the 
way you are being treated O Mexican-American 
leaders expressed discontent with the administration. 
discontented /,dis-kan'tent-ad/ adj © Discon- 
tented with her job, Cassandra often talked of 
leaving. 


discontinue /dis-kan'tin-ju:/ v [T] to stop do- 
ing, using, Or operating something © Discontinue 
the medication if you have cramps. © The airline an- 
nounced that weekday flights to Kansas City would 
be discontinued. 


discord /'dis-ko:rd/ n [U] a lack of agreement or 
feeling of trust between people © The plan to build 
the highway created discord in our community. 


discount REDUCTION /'dis-kaunt/ n [C] a re- 
duction in the usual price for something © Students 
receive a 10 percent discount. © He gets a senior citi- 
Zen discount at the theater. 

discount /dis'kaunt, 'dis-kaunt/ v [T] © The air- 
line has discounted domestic fares. 

NOT CONSIDER /dis'kaunt, 'dis-kaunt/ v [T] to 
decide that something or someone is not worth 
consideration or attention © He discounted fears 
about computer programming problems involving 
the year 2000 as exaggerated. 


discount store n [C] a store that sells prod- 
ucts at cheap prices 


discourage MAKE LESS CONFIDENT /dis'k3r- 
1d3, -'ka-rid3/ v [T] to cause someone to feel less 
confident or less hopeful © She sometimes got dis- 
couraged about her social life, which was going no- 
where, she felt. 
discouraging /dis'k3r-a-d31n, -'ka-ra-/ adj o It’s 
discouraging to feel that opportunities have passed 
you by. 


discouragement /dis'kar-1d3-mant, -'ka-rid3-/ 
n [{U] © He had known discouragement and failure, 
but in the end he persevered and wound up with a 
successful business. 

PREVENT /dis'kar-1d3, -'ka-rid3/ v [T] to try to pre- 
vent something from happening or someone from 
doing something, or to have the effect of making 
something less likely © We tried to discourage him 
from spending so much money. © Higher taxes could 
discourage business investment. © The tough compe- 
tition discourages many athletes from making a seri- 
ous attempt to make the Olympic team. 


discourse /‘dis-ko:rs, -kours/ n [C/U] literature 
spoken or written discussion © [U] political dis- 
course © [C] The play is a wonderful discourse on 
love. 


discourteous /dis'kart-i:-as/ adj not caring 
enough about other people’s feelings; not polite © 
| felt it was discourteous of him to leave immediately 
after his talk. 
discourtesy /dis'k3rt-a-si/ n [C/U] © [C] She was 
never guilty of the slightest discourtesy. 


discover /di'skav-ar/ v [T] 1 to find something 
for the first time, or something that had not been 
known before © [+ (that) clause] Doctors later dis- 
covered (that) he had a cut on his left ankle. o [+ 
question word] We reviewed enrollment figures to 
discover exactly when and why the student popula- 
tion declined. © Researchers hope to discover new 
treatments that may help people suffering from mi- 
graine headaches. 2 To discover is also to realize or 
learn: [+ that clause] When you go ona trip, you al- 
ways discover that you forgot a few things. 
discoverer /di'skav-a-rar/ n[C] © The Canadians 
Frederick Banting and Charles Best were the discover- 
ers of insulin. 
discovery /dr'skav-a-ri/ n{C/U] 1 the act of find- 
ing something that had not been known before © 
[C] Many scientific discoveries have been made by 
accident. © [U] The discovery of gold in California 
opened up the west. 2 A discovery is also something 
that you did not know about before: [C] /t was 
quite a discovery when | came upon this beautiful 
mountain stream. 


WORD FAMILY discover 


Nouns discoverer 
discovery 


Verbs discover 


discredit /dis'kred-at/ v [T] to give people rea- 
son to stop believing someone or to doubt the 
truth of something © The old Soviet economic model 
has been thoroughly discredited. © It’s the job of the 
defense to discredit prosecution witnesses. 
discredit /dis'kred-at/ n [U] fml 0 He’s brought 
discredit on himself. 


discreet /di'skri:t/ adj careful not to cause em- 
barrassment or attract a lot of attention © She hung 
the laundry on a line in a discreet corner of the yard. 
© There was a discreet knock on the door. 
discreetly /di'skri:t-li/ adv 0 Some of Nelle’s ac- 
quaintances discreetly suggested she get a divorce. 
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discrepancy /di'skrep-an-si/ n [C] an unex- 
pected difference, esp. in two amounts or two sets 
of facts or conditions, which suggests that some- 
thing is wrong and has to be explained © There 
were troubling discrepancies between his public and 
private opinions on how to balance the budget. 


discrete /di'skri:t/ adj having an independent 
existence or form apart from other similar things; 
separate © This area has four discrete neighborhoods 
centered around a school. 


discretion © /di'skres-an/ n[U] choice, or the 
right to make a choice, based on judgment © 
Troopers have discretion in deciding whom to stop for 
speeding. © Whether or not to hold the meeting is at 
the discretion of the president (= a decision to be 
made by the president). 
discretionary @ /dr'skreJ-9,ner-i/ adjavailable 
to someone by choice, without having to get per- 
mission or authority © Once your kids have discre- 
tionary money of their own, they can pay for their 
own DVDs. 


discriminate © TREAT WORSE /dr'skrim:a 
ineit/ v [I] to treat a person or particular group of 
people differently and esp. unfairly, in a way that is 
worse than the way people are usually treated © /t 
is illegal to discriminate on the basis of race, sex, na- 
tional origin, or age. © They argued that whites in the 
area in the 1800s discriminated against the Lakota. 
discrimination © /d1,skrim-a'ner: fan/n[U] 1 
Some immigrants were victims of discrimination. © 
The law made racial discrimination in employment a 
serious crime. © She claims she is a victim of age dis- 
crimination. 2 politics & government Discrimina- 
tion is also PREJUDICE against people and a refusal 
to give them their RIGHTS. 
discriminatory /dr'skrim-a-na,tairi, -,tour-i/ 
adj © discriminatory practices 

SEE A DIFFERENCE /di'skrim-a,neit/ v [I/T] to be 
able to see the difference between two things or 
types of things © [I] We need to discriminate be- 
tween stopgap methods and long-term solutions. 
discriminating © /dr'skrim-a,neit-1n/ adj able 
to judge the quality of something based on its dif- 
ference from other, similar things © a discriminating 
music lover © discriminating buyers/shoppers 
discrimination © /dr,skrim-a'net-fan/n[U] ° 
He showed discrimination in his reading habits. 


discus /'dis-kas/ n[C] a round object shaped like 
a plate that is thrown in sports competitions, or the 
sport in which this object is thrown 


discuss /di'skas/ v[T] to talk about something to 
other people, often exchanging ideas or opinions 
© We have been discussing the possibility of working 
together. © [+ question word] This booklet discusses 
how to invest money wisely. 
discussion /di'skaJ-an/ n [C/U] © [U] The matter 
is still under discussion (= being considered). © [C] 
The council had discussions on issues such as housing 
and living conditions. 


disdain /dis'detn/ n [U] dislike of someone or 
something that you feel does not deserve your in- 


disgust 


terest or respect © The mayor’s disdain for his oppo- 
nents was well known. 

disdain /dis'dern/ v [T] © He disdains the flashy 
trappings of many Dixieland bands, the striped shirts 
and straw hats and such. 


disease /d1'zi:z/ n[C/U] a condition of a person, 
animal, or plant in which its body or structure is 
harmed because an organ or part is unable to work 
as it usually does; an illness © [C] Mumps is an infec- 
tious disease. © [U] He suffers from heart disease. © 
[U] Hundreds of thousands of trees died from Dutch 
elm disease. 


disembark /,dis-am 'bark/ v [I] to leave a ship, 
aircraft, etc., after a trip © They disembarked in 
Seattle. 


disembodied / dis:am 'bad:i:d/ adj [not grad- 
able] existing without a body © A disembodied voice 
crackled from the radio. 


disenchanted /dis-an'tjznt-ed/ adj no 
longer believing in the value of something, esp. af- 
ter having learned of the faults that it has © / have 
become disenchanted with politics. 


disenfranchise /dis-on'fraen-tjaiz/ v [T] 
politics & government to take away a person's 
RIGHT to vote 


disengage /,dis:an'geid3/ v [I/T] to become 
separate or not connected, or to cause this to hap- 
pen © [I] The US should not disengage from Europe, 
she said. 


disentangle / ,dis-an'teen-gal/ v[T] to separate 
things that have become joined or confused © It’s 
hard to disentangle the truth from all her lies. 


disfigure /dis 'fig:jar/ v [T] to spoil completely 
the appearance of someone or something © She 
was horribly disfigured by burns. 


disgrace /dis'grets/ n [U] embarrassment and 
the loss of other people's respect, or behavior that 
causes this © He resigned in disgrace. © He’s a dis- 
grace to his family. 
disgraceful /dis'grers-fal/ adj © The lies my op- 
ponent is telling about me are disgraceful. 


disgruntled /dis'grant-*ld/ adj unhappy, 
annoyed, and disappointed about something © a 
disgruntled employee 


disguise /dis'gaiz/ v[T] 1 to give a new appear- 
ance to a person or thing, esp. in order to hide its 
true form © His mask doesn’t disguise his identity. © | 
think mom could disguise her voice better than you 
could disguise yours. 2 To disguise an opinion, feel- 
ing, etc., is to hide it: | couldn't disguise my unhap- 
piness at this decision. 
disguise /dis'gaiz/ n [C/U] © [U] In Shakespeare's 
plays, many characters appear in disguise. 


disgust /dis'gast/ n[U] a strong feeling of disap- 
proval or dislike, or a feeling of becoming ill caused 
by something unpleasant © She resigned from the 
committee in disgust at their inefficiency. © Some- 
thing in the kitchen smelled so bad that we all left in 
disgust. 
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dish 


disgust /dis'gast/ v [T] © I’m disgusted by how 
dirty this oven is. 

disgusted /dis'gas-tad:li/ adjo He gave her a dis- 
gusted look. 

disgusting /dis'gas-tig/ adj © When you burn 
garbage, you've got some pretty disgusting stuff go- 
ing up in the atmosphere. 


dish CONTAINER /dif/ n[C] 1 a round, flat con- 
tainer with a raised edge, used for serving or hold- 
ing food 2 The dishes are all the plates, glasses, 
knives, forks, etc., that have been used during a 
meal: Who's going to do the dishes (= clean the 
plates, glasses, etc.)? 


FOOD /dif/ n [C] a particular type of food or food 
prepared in a particular way as part of a meal © This 
restaurant serves both Cuban and Chinese dishes. 


IDIOM with dish 


* someone can dish it out but he or she can’t take it 
someone easily criticizes other people but does not 
like it when other people criticize him or her 0 He’s 
mad at me for teasing him — he can dish it out, but he 
can’t take it! 


PHRASAL VERBS with dish 


edish out something [M] infmI to give something, 
or to tell something such as information or your 
opinions © NBC dished out more than $790 million 
to broadcast the Athens Games to U.S. audiences. © 
The players won't accept the bullying the coach 
dishes out. © His collaborators are dishing out 
misinformation. 

e dish up/out something [M] infm/ to put food onto 
dishes; or to provide a meal © The crew dished up 
fish sandwiches to the hungry workers. © The candi- 
dates were at the fair to shake hands, dish out baked 
beans, and kiss babies. 


disheartening /dis'hart-°n/ adj causing a 
person to lose confidence, hope, and energy; dis- 
couraging © The new injury, after he had come back 
from the last, was disheartening. 


disheveled /d:' fev-ald/ adj (of people or their 
appearance) not neat; messy © disheveled hair/ 
clothes 


dishonest /dis'an-ast/ adj not honest © He’s 
been dishonest with us, and I'll never trust him again. 
dishonesty /dis 'an-a-sti/ n[U] 


WORD CHOICES dishonest 


In informal situations, you can use the adjective 
crooked instead of “dishonest.” 
crooked salesmen 
Unscrupulous can be used when someone is 
dishonest or unfair in order to get what he or 
she wants. 
This list will help you avoid unscrupulous 
financial advisers. 
If you want to say that someone is dishonest in 
his or her job and tries to get money or use 
power wrongly, you can use the adjective 
corrupt. 
There are always a few corrupt government 
officials who will accept bribes. 
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Someone who is hiding the truth can be de- 
scribed as deceitful. 
He was being deceitful by not telling his parents 
that he was going to see a movie. 
The adjective devious means that a person or 
plan is slightly dishonest, often in a way that is 
complicated but clever and successful. 
You often have to be a bit devious if you're 
going to succeed in business. 
Fraudulent is often used when someone is be- 
ing deliberately dishonest to try and get 
money. 
fraudulent insurance claims 


dishonor, Can, 8 dishonour /dis'an-ar/ n [U] a 
feeling of embarrassment and loss of people’s re- 
spect, or something that causes this © It is no dis- 
honor to lose toa champion. 
dishonorable, Can, 8r dishonourable /dis'an-9- 
ra-bal/ adj © He served two years in an army prison 
and received a dishonorable discharge. 


dishtowel /‘drj tau-al, -taul/ n [C] a cloth used 
for drying dishes 


dishwasher /'dzj ,waf-ar, -wo:- far/n[C] a ma- 
chine for washing dishes 


disillusion /,dis-o'lu:-3an/ v [T] to disappoint 
someone by making the person realize the un- 
pleasant truth about something or someone 
thought to be good © He’s become disillusioned 
with his job and the company. 

disillusioned /,dis-a'lu:-3and/ adj 0 He died a 
disillusioned man. 

disillusionment /,dis-a'lu:-3an-mant/n [U] 


disinfect /,dis-an'fekt/ v [T] to clean by using 
chemicals to kill bacteria that cause disease 
disinfectant /,dis-an'fek-tant/ n [C/U] a sub- 
stance that contains chemicals that kill bacteria 
and is used esp. for cleaning surfaces in bathrooms 
and kitchens 


disingenuous /,dis-an'dzen-ja-was/ adj (of 
people or their behavior) slightly dishonest; not 
speaking the complete truth © a disingenuous 
compliment 


disintegrate /da'sint-a greit/ v [I] to become 
weaker or be destroyed by breaking into small 
pieces © The spacecraft disintegrated as it entered 
the earth’s atmosphere. 
disintegration /da,sint-a'grer fan/n[U] 


disinterest /dis'tn-trast, -'int-9-rast/n [U] lack 
of interest © He gave an impression of calm disinter- 
est in the world about him. 
disinterested /dis'tn-tra-sted, -'tnt-9,res-tad/ 
adj © Unlike most boys his age, he was totally disin- 
terested in cars or girls. 


disinterested /dis'in-tra-stod, -'int-9,res-tad/ 
adj having no personal involvement or receiving 
no personal advantage, and therefore free to act 
fairly © disinterested advice © a disinterested observer 
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disjointed /dis'‘d321nt-ad/ adj (esp. of words or 
ideas) not well connected or well ordered, and 
therefore often confusing © She gave a disjointed 
account of getting lost in the woods. 


disk, disc /disk/ n[C] 1 flat, circular object © The 
dog’s name is on a metal disk attached to its collar. 
2 A disk is also a small piece of CARTILAGE (= 
strong, elastic body tissue) between the bones of 
a person’s back. 3 A disk is also a flat, circular de- 
vice that has a magnetic covering and is used for 
storing computer information: a hard disk O See 
also: DISC 


disk drive n[C] a piece of equipment that reads 
from and allows you to store information on com- 
puter disks 


diskette /dis'ket/ n [C] a flat, circular device 
that has a magnetic covering, used to copy com- 
puter information and store it separately from a 
computer 


dislike /dis'lak/ v[T] to not like; to find someone 
or something unpleasant, difficult, etc. O | dislike 
the idea of leaving him home alone all evening. 
dislike /dis'latk/ n [C/U] © [C] a dislike of flying 


dislocate /dis'lou ,keit/ v [T] to force a bone 
suddenly out of its correct position O He dislocated 
his elbow in the crash. 


dislodge /dis'lad3/ v [T] to force someone or 
something from a place or position © Heavy rains 
have dislodged big slabs of sidewalk in front of the 
school. © It took a professional trapper to dislodge a 
family of racoons from my cottage. 


disloyal /dis'ls1-al/ adj not loyal; acting to hurt 
someone you are expected to support © His sisters 
thought that his autobiography was disloyal to the 
family. 


dismal /'diz-mal/ adj dark and sad, without 
hope, or very bad © The trip was a dismal failure. 


dismantle /dis'mznt-3l/ v [T] to take a ma- 
chine or something complicated apart, usually to 
make it unable to work O The government voted to 
dismantle its nuclear warheads. O They worried that 
dismantling the welfare state would increase poverty. 


dismay /di'smei/ n [U] a feeling of shock and 
unhappiness © She discovered, to her dismay, that 
she had locked her keys inside her car. 
dismay /di'smei/ v [T] © They enjoyed the meal 
but were dismayed by how much it cost. 


dismember /di'smem-bar/ v[T] to cut a body, 
esp. of an animal, into pieces 


dismiss NOT CONSIDER /di'smis/ v [T] to de- 
cide that something or someone is not important 
and not worth considering © Let’s not dismiss the 
idea without discussing it. 
dismissal /di'smis-al/ n [C/U] © The lawyer is 
seeking a dismissal of the charges against his client. 
dismissive /di'smis-1v/ adj © a dismissive, angry 
look 

SEND AWAY /di'smis/ v [T] 1 to formally ask or or- 
der someone to leave © The teacher dismissed the 


dispassionate 


class early. 2 Someone who is dismissed from a job 
is officially told not to work at that job any longer. 


dismount /di'smaunt/ v [I] to get off a horse or 
a bicycle 


disobedient / dis-a'bi:d-i:-ant/ adj not doing 
what you are told to do © a disobedient child 
disobedience /,dis:a'bi:d-i:-ans/ n [U] 


disobey /,dis-a'bei/ v[I/T] to intentionally fail to 
do what you are told or expected to do; not obey 
© [T] Half of the city’s drivers tend to disobey rules 
and behave poorly. 


disorder CONFUSION /dis'>:rd-ar/ n[U] a state 
in which objects or conditions are in no particular 
order; lack of system or planned organization © 
The room was in such disorder that she couldn't find 
anything. 
disorderly /dis's:rd-ar-li/ adj 

ILLNESS /dis'‘s:rd-ar/ n [C/U] an illness of the mind 
or body © [C] a mental/physical disorder © [C] She 
suffers from an eating disorder. 

SITUATION /dis's:rd-ar/ n [U] a situation in which 
some people behave in a way that threatens the 
safety of other people or the peace of a neighbor- 
hood © public disorder 
disorderly /dis's:rd-ar-li/ adj © a disorderly 
crowd © He was charged with disorderly conduct. 


disorganized /dis's:r-ga,naizd/ adj badly 
planned and lacking order © According to one offi- 
cer, things are so disorganized that no one knows 
who is where. 
disorganization /dis ,9:r-ga-na'zei-fan/ n [U] 


disorient /dis's:r-i: ent/ v [T] to make people 
confused about where they are and where they are 
going © It’s easy to get disoriented because all the 
streets look alike. 


disown /dis'oun/ v [T] to state that you no 
longer have any connection with someone that 
you used to be closely connected with 


disparage /di'spzr-id3/ v [T] to criticize some- 
one or something in a way that shows a lack of 
respect O He disparages his business competitors, 
saying they are all a bunch of amateurs compared 
to him. 
disparaging /d1'spzer:a-d3in/ adj © My distress 
has not stopped him from making other disparaging 
remarks. 
disparagingly /di'spzer-a-d3in-li/ adv Oo He 
spoke disparagingly of his political opponent. 


disparate /‘dis-pa-rat, di 'spzer- at/ adj different 
in every way O German newspapers have carried re- 
ports of sightings in such disparate places as Swit- 
zerland, Iran, and Paraguay. 


disparity /di'spzr-at-i/ n [C/U] a lack of equal- 
ity and similarity, esp. in a way that is not fair © [C] 
He will oppose a gross disparity in salary increases 
between teachers and other state employees. 


dispassionate /di'spzf-a-nat/ adj able to 
think clearly or make good decisions because not 
influenced by emotions © The book is intended to 
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provide a more dispassionate understanding of re- 
cent history. 
dispassionately /di'spz{f-a-nat-li/ adv 


dispatch /di'spzt{/ v [T] to send someone or 
something to a place for a particular purpose © 
Within seconds the university police can identify the 
exact origin of the alarm and dispatch officers to 
investigate. 
dispatch /dr'spztf/ n [C/U] 1 If something is 
done with dispatch, it is done quickly. 2 A dispatch 
is a report sent to you from another place: [U] /n 
her latest dispatch, our correspondent reports on new 
negotiations. © [C] a military dispatch 


dispel /di'spel/ v [T] -Il- to remove fears, doubts, 
or false ideas, usually by proving them wrong or 
unnecessary © We need to dispel the myths and es- 
tablish real facts. 


dispensary /dt'spen-sa-ri/ n [C] a place where 
medicines are prepared and given out, often in a 
hospital or a school 


dispense /di'spens/ v [T] to give out or provide 
an item or substance © /s there a tourism agency 
that dispenses city maps? © This gasoline pump is 
capable of dispensing eight blends of gasoline. 
dispenser /di'spen-sar/ n [C] A dispenser is a 
machine from which you can get an item, usually 
by putting coins in it. 


PHRASAL VERB with dispense 


e dispense with something to get rid of or do with- 
out something © Let’s dispense with the formalities 
and get right down to business. 


disperse /di'sp3rs/ v [I/T] to scatter or move 
away over a large area, or to cause this to happen 
© [I] It took several hours for the crowd to disperse. 
dispersal /di'sp3r-sal/ n [U] 


dispersion /di'sp3r-3an/ n[C] chemistry a mix- 
ture in which very small pieces of one substance 
are scattered within another substance 
/di'sp3r-3an/ n [U] physics the separation of light 
into different colors 


dispirited /di'spir-at-ad/ adj not feeling hope- 
ful about a situation or problem © The poor are 
dispirited. 


displace © /d1'spleis/ v [T] to force something 
or someone out of its usual or original place o A 
major government offensive against rebel groups 
threatens to displace large numbers of people. 
displacement © /di'splei-smant/ n [U] 1 
when people are forced to leave the place where 
they normally live 2 physics Displacement is also 
the weight of liquid that is forced out of position 
by an object that is floating on or in it. 


display © SHOW /dr'splei/ v[T] to show some- 
thing or a collection of things in an organized way 
for people to see © The museum displays the tools 
and clothes of native Indians. 
display /dt'sple1/ n [C/U] © [U] Paintings and 
carvings of birds and animals will be on display in 
the main ballroom of the hotel. 


BECOME KNOWN /di'sple1/ v [T] to let something 
become known by what you say or do, or how you 
look © He doesn’t display much emotion. 
display /dr'spler/ n[C] © It was an impressive dis- 
play of unity and goodwill among South Africa's di- 
verse legislators. 


displease /dis'pli:z/ v [T] to cause someone to 
be annoyed 0 The city council said it was displeased 
with the way the mayor had allocated parking 
spaces. 
displeasure /dis'ple3-ar/ n [U] © They refused to 
work overtime, much to the displeasure of their boss. 


disposable © /d1'spou-zo-bal/ adjintended to 
be thrown away after use © disposable cups 


disposal © /d1'spou-zal/ n [U] the act of get- 
ting rid of something © the disposal of toxic wastes 


dispose © /di'spouz/ v [T] to make someone 
feel a particular, and often bad, way toward some- 
one else, or to influence someone in a particular 
way © Her sense of humor disposed me to like her. 
disposed © /di'spouzd/ adj 1 We were always 
well disposed toward my uncle (= We liked him). 2 
To be disposed to do something is to feel that you 
may want to do it: [+ to infinitive] | didn’t feel dis- 
posed to help her. 
disposal € /dr'spou-zal/ n [U] 


IDIOM with dispose 


eat your disposal able to be used by you; able to 
help you © / don’t have a car at my disposal. 


PHRASAL VERB with dispose 


edispose of something to get rid of something; 
throw out or destroy © Every month he must dispose 
of the oil his restaurant uses to fry potatoes. © The 
House will take up other issues once the tax bill is 
disposed of (= dealt with and completed). 


disposition /,dis-pa'zif-an/ n [C] a person's 
usual way of feeling or behaving; the tendency of 
a person to be happy, friendly, anxious, etc. 0 a 
cheerful disposition 


dispossess /,dis-pa'zes/ v[T] to force someone 
to give up the possession of a house, land, or other 
property © Many people were dispossessed of their 
homes during the war. 


disproportionate © /dis-pra'p2:r- fa-nat/ 
adj too great or too small when compared to 
something else © The sheer size of the company 
gave it disproportionate influence in dealing with the 
Pentagon and Congress. 
disproportionately © /,dis-pra'po:r- fa-nat- 
li/ adv © Unemployment in lowa is disproportionately 
high. 


disprove /dt'spru:v/ v [T] to prove that an idea, 
statement, etc. is not true O Given the thoroughness 
of the author’s research, the burden rests on critics 
to disprove the facts he presents. 


dispute /di'spju:t/ n [C/U] an argument or dis- 
agreement © [C] Management and the union are 
trying to resolve the dispute over working conditions. 
© Her skill is not in dispute (= there is no disagree- 
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dissolve 


ment about her skill), but she doesn’t produce 
enough work. 

dispute /dr'spju:t/ v[I/T] © [+ that clause] | don’t 
dispute that his films are entertaining, but they don't 
have much depth. 


disqualify /dis'kwal-a ,far/ v [T] to take away 
from someone the ability to do or play a part in 
something because that person is unsuitable or 
has done something wrong © He was disqualified 
from competing in the games. 
disqualification /dis kwal-a-fa'ker-fan/ n [C/U] 


disquieting /dis'kwat-at-1n/ adj causing anxi- 
ety; worrying © The sheer size of their armed forces 
is a disquieting factor for neighboring countries. 


disregard /,dis-r1'gard/ n [U] lack of consider- 
ation or respect © The writer has shown a reckless 
disregard for the truth. 
disregard /,dis-r1'gard/ v[T] to not allow some- 
thing to influence you; ignore © The jury was told 
to disregard the comments made by the witness. 


disrepair /,dis-ri'per/ n [U] the state of being 
broken or old and needing to be repaired © The 
building had fallen into disrepair over the years. 


disreputable /dis'rep-jat-a-bal/ adj having a 
bad reputation; not approved of © The information 
came from disreputable sources. 
disrepute /,dis-ri'pju:t/ n[U] fm/ the state of not 
being respected or trusted © The judge's behavior, 
he said, had brought the law profession into dis- 
repute. 


disrespect /,dis-ri'spekt/ n [U] lack of respect 
© She apologized for not responding to the letter and 
said she had meant no disrespect. 
disrespectful /,dis-ri‘spekt-fal/ adj © It is disre- 
spectful to mourners at the funeral to have unruly 
children running around. 
disrespectfully /,dis-ri'spekt-fa-li/ adv 


disrupt /dis'rapt/ v [T] to prevent something, 
esp. a system, process, or event, from continuing 
as usual or as expected © A heavy fall of snow dis- 
rupted traffic during the rush hour. 
disruption /dis'rap:fan/ n [C/U] © [C] Strikes 
threaten more disruptions for the tourist industry. 
disruptive /dis'rap-tiv/ adj tending to damage 
the orderly control of a situation © disruptive social 
changes © The teacher said disruptive behavior 
would not be tolerated. 


dissatisfied /dis'szt-as faid/ adj not pleased 
with something; feeling that something is not as 
good as it should be © She was dissatisfied with her 
job and decided to look for a new one. 
dissatisfaction /dis,szt-as'faek-fan/ n [U] © 
Many of the opinion surveys show deep dissatisfac- 
tion with Congress as an institution. 


dissect /di'sekt, dai-/ v [T] 1 to cut apart the 
body of an animal or plant in order to study its 
structure © We had to dissect a frog in our biology 
class. 2 To dissect is also to examine something in 
detail: The more experts dissect his tax revision plan, 
the more inconsistencies turn up. 


disseminate /di'sem-a,neit/ v[T] to spread or 
give out news, information, ideas, etc. to many 
people © The purpose of a university press is to dis- 
seminate knowledge by publishing books and 
journals. 
dissemination /d1,sem-a'netr-fan/ n [U] © the 
rapid dissemination of new technology 


dissension /di'sen-t{an/ n[U] strong disagree- 
ment, esp. within an organization © There was a 
good deal of dissension within women’s rights or- 
ganizations about setting political goals. 


dissent /di'sent/ n [U] 1 strong difference of 
opinion; disagreement esp. about official decisions 
© There was very little room for dissent or different 
points of view. 2 law A dissent is also a legal opinion 
by a judge in a court that differs from the opinion 
of most of the other judges of the court. 
dissent /di'sent/ v [I] law (of a judge) to offer a 
legal opinion in a court that differs from the opin- 
ion of most of the other judges of the court © A 
staunch conservative, he frequently dissented from 
the court's majority opinion. 


dissertation /,dis-ar'ter-fan/ n [C] a long 
piece of writing on a particular subject, esp. one 
that is done for a PH.D. (= high university degree) 


disservice /dis's3r-vas/ n[U] an unfair or harm- 
ful action © Calling him a liar does him a great 
disservice. 


dissident /‘dis-ad-ant/ n[C] politics & govern- 
ment a person who strongly disagrees with and 
publicly criticizes a government or the official rul- 
ings of a group or organization © Union dissidents 
have challenged the leadership of the current 
president. 
dissident /'dis-ad-ant/ adj [not gradable] © dis- 
sident views 


dissimilar © /dis'sim-a-lar/ adj not similar; dif- 
ferent © Her diagnosis was not dissimilar (= was 
similar) to that of the previous doctor. 


dissipate /‘dis-a peit/ v[I/T] to disappear grad- 
ually, or to cause something to disappear gradually 
O [T] It took months of effort to dissipate the oil spill 
in the North Sea. 
dissipation /,dis-a'per- fan/ n [U] 

dissolute /‘dis-a,lu:t/ adj showing a lack of 
good character and morals; immoral © a dissolute 
life 

dissolution / dis-a'lu:- fan/ n[U] the ending of 
esp. an official organization or a legal arrangement 
© the dissolution of the Spanish Empire 


dissolve BE ABSORBED /di ‘zaly, -'z>:Iv/ v[I/T] to 
be absorbed or to cause a solid to be absorbed by 
a liquid, or of a liquid to absorb a solid © [T] Dis- 
solve two teaspoons of yeast in warm water. 

END /dr'zalv, -'zo:lv/ v [1/T] to end an official or- 
ganization or a legal arrangement © [T] They de- 
cided to dissolve the partnership. 


PHRASAL VERB with dissolve 


dissolve into something to change from one con- 
dition to another, esp. as a result of a loss of control 
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dissuade 268 


© The little girl dissolved into tears after her drawing 
was torn up. © She knew if she looked at her friend 
that she’d dissolve into laughter (= lose control of 
her emotions and begin laughing). 


dissuade /d1'sweid/ v [T] to persuade someone 
not to do something © The group hopes to dissuade 
Congress from cutting funds for health programs. 


distance /‘dis-tans/ n [C/U] 1 the amount of 
space between two places or things © [C] The dis- 
tance from San Francisco to Los Angeles is about 400 
miles. 2 At/From a distance means if you are not 
too near: From a distance, he looks a little like his 
mother. 3 In the distance means at or from a point 
far away: We could see the mountains in the 
distance. 
distance /‘dts-tans/ v [T] If you distance yourself 
from something, you try to become less involved 
or connected with it: The candidate distanced him- 
self from the extremists in the party. 
distant /'dis-tant/ adj 1 far away in space or time 
© She dreamed of traveling to distant lands. 0 We 
could hear the sound of distant thunder. 2 Someone 
whose manner is distant does not show much 
emotion and is not friendly. 


WORD FAMILY distance 


Nouns 


distance Verbs distance 


Adjectives distant 


distaste /dis'terst/ n [U] a dislike of something 
because you consider it unpleasant or unaccept- 
able © She has a distaste for hot, humid weather. 
distasteful /dis'terst-fal/ adj © Cutting a player 
from a team is a distasteful task for any coach. 


Cistill /di'stil/ v [T] 1 chemistry to heat a liquid 
until it changes to a gas and then make it liquid 
again by cooling 2 To distill something said or 
written is to reduce it but keep the most important 
part: She distilled the report into a paragraph. 
distillery /dr'stil-a-ri/ n [C] a factory where 
strong alcoholic drinks are produced by the pro- 
cess of distilling 
distillation /,dis-ta'ler-fan/ n [C/U] chemistry 
the process of heating a liquid until it becomes a 
gas, then making it liquid again by cooling 


distinct © DIFFERENT /dr'stint/ adj clearly 
separate and different © The two languages are 
quite distinct from each other. © The dogs are of dis- 
tinct breeds. 
distinctive @ /di'stig-tiv/ adj marking some- 
thing as clearly different from others © a distinctive 
flavor/writing style 
distinction @ /di'stin:fan/ n [C/U] o [C] The 
comment drew/made a false distinction between do- 
mestic and foreign affairs, which are really closely 
related. O [U] Martin Luther King, Jr. clearly under- 
stood and accepted the distinction between preach- 
ing and scholarly criticism. 
distinctively @ /di'stiy-tiv-li/ adv 
NOTICEABLE /d1'stint/ adj not to be ignored; real 
and present © There’s a distinct possibility of rain 


today. © There were distinct advantages to the first 
job offer. 
distinctly @ /dr'stin-tli/ adv © | distinctly (= 
clearly) remember asking Ralph not to tell anyone 
about it. 


distinction © QUALITY /d1'stin: fan/ n[U] the 
quality of being excellent or special in some way 
© He was a scientist of great distinction. 


HONOR /dr'stin: fan/ n[C] honor obtained or given 
because of excellence © Winning a Guggenheim fel- 
lowship carries great distinction. 


distinguish SEPARATE /d1'stin-gw1{, -wif/v[I/ 
T] to recognize or understand the difference be- 
tween two things, or to provide a quality that 
makes someone or something different or special 
© [| always + adv/prep] It’s important to distinguish 
between scientific fact and fiction. © [T] Samuel F. B. 
Morse distinguished himself both as an inventor and 
as a painter. 
distinguished /dr1'strn-gwift, -wtft/ adj 1 (of a 
person or a body of work) respected and admired 
for excellence © He had a long and distinguished 
career as a diplomat. 2 A person, esp. an older per- 
son, might be described as being distinguished in 
appearance if the person looks important and 
respected. 

SEE/HEAR /dis'tin:gwif, -wif/ v [T] to see, hear, or 
experience something, esp. with difficulty © In the 
dark, | could barely distinguish the shape of a person. 


distort © /di'sta:rt/ v[T] to change something 
from its natural or usual shape or condition © Ag- 
ony distorted his face. © There are those who would 
distort the facts to serve their own political ends. 
distorted @ /di'sto:rt-ad/ adj © The article pres- 
ents a distorted view of life in small-town America. 
distortion @ /di'sto:r-fan/ n [C/U] o [C] Dole 
charged his opponent with making deliberate distor- 
tions of his record. 


distract /dr'straekt/ v [T] to take someone’s at- 
tention away from what the person is doing or 
should be doing © She liked to work with the radio 
playing and said it did not distract her. 
distraction /di'straek-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] It’s im- 
possible to work with all this distraction. 


distraught /di'stro:t/ adj extremely anxious 
and upset © We were all distraught over the loss of 
our homes in the flood. 


distress /di'stres/ n[U] great mental or physical 
suffering, such as extreme anxiety, sadness, or 
pain, or the state of being in danger or urgent 
need © emotional/financial distress 0 Four men were 
rescued from a fishing boat in distress off the coast. 
distress /di'stres/ v[T] © Rice appeared distressed 
about the argument, and could not talk about it. 
distressing /di'stres-1n/ adjo [+ that clause] It is 
distressing that so little progress has been made after 
all this time. 


distribute © /di'strib-jat/ v [T] to divide 
something among several or many people, or to 
spread or scatter something over an area © Food 
and clothing are being distributed among/to the 
flood victims. © Shopping malls are widely distributed 
across the country. 
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diverse 


distribution © /,dis-tra'bju:-fan/ n [U] 1 The 
bill would prohibit the sale and distribution of fire- 
arms. 2 Distribution is also the position or arrange- 
ment of something in space or time, or among a 
group of people © a very substantial upward distri- 
bution of wealth in society 

distributor © /di'strib-jat-ar/ n [C] 1 a person 
or company that supplies goods to the businesses 
that sell them 2 A distributor in an engine is a de- 
vice that sends electricity to each of the SPARK 
PLUGS (= devices that cause the engine to start). 


distributive /di'strib-jat-1v/ adj [not gradable] 
1 mathematics (of a mathematical operation) 
giving the same result whether parts are acted on 
in combination or separately © Compare COM- 
MUTATIVE 2 grammar (of an adjective) showing 
that the members of a group are to be treated 
separately, rather than as a group © ‘Each’ and 
‘every’ are distributive adjectives. 


district /‘dis-trikt/ n [C] an area of a country, 
state, or city that has been given fixed borders for 
official purposes, or one having a particular feature 
that makes it different from surrounding areas © 
The theater district in New York is in midtown 
Manhattan. 


district attorney, abbreviation D.A. n [C] a 
lawyer who represents the government of a region 
in court trials, and who decides which cases the 
government will take to court 


distrust /dis'trast/ n [U] lack of trust or confi- 
dence © Many Americans have a deep distrust of 
advertising. 
distrust /dis'trast/ v[T] © According to this history 
book, John Adams, the second US president, hated 
and distrusted Britain. 
distrustful /dis'trast-fal/ adj 


disturb INTERRUPT /di'starb/ v [T] to cause 
someone to stop what the person is doing, or to 
interrupt an activity © Please don’t disturb Jimmy — 
he’s trying to do his homework. 
disturbance /d1'star-bans/ n [U] © | hope | can 
work today without disturbance. 

WORRY /di'starb/ v [T] to cause someone to feel 
troubled or upset © This year’s election campaign 
has disturbed a lot of voters who don’t like either 
candidate. 
disturbing /di'star-bin/ adj © [+ to infinitive] It’s 
deeply disturbing to see intelligent and educated peo- 
ple make fun of us. 

MOVE /di'starb/ v [T] to move or change some- 
thing from its usual position or arrangement © Be 
careful not to disturb anything. 


WORD FAMILY disturb 


Adjectives disturbed 
disturbing 


Nouns disturbance 
Verbs disturb 


disturbance /d1'st3r-bens/ n[C] 1 something 
that interrupts you, esp. something loud or caus- 
ing trouble © You must take care of yourself and 
avoid upsetting disturbances. 2 earth science A dis- 


turbance is also something that affects usual wind 
conditions: The disturbance became a typhoon in 
the Philippine Sea and headed due west. 


disturbed /di'stsrbd/ adj so mentally confused 
or ill that special treatment is necessary © He wrote 
a book on the treatment of emotionally disturbed 
children. 


ditch CHANNEL /ditJ/ [C] along, narrow, open 
channel dug in the ground, usually at the side of 
a road or field, used esp. for supplying or removing 
water 


GET RID OF /ditf/ v [T] infmi to get rid of or not 
continue with something or someone that is no 
longer wanted © The thief ditched Maxine’s purse in 
a trash can but kept the money. © It’s time to ditch 
this old, torn sweater. 


dither /'d1-9r/ v [I] to be anxious about some- 
thing and not be able to decide what to do about 
it © Both sides in the dispute continue to dither over 
who should make the first move. 


ditto /'‘dit-ou/ adv [not gradable] infm! as said be- 
fore; similarly © It rained Saturday and it rained Sun- 
day. Ditto Monday. 


ditty /‘dit-i/ n[C] a short, simple song 


dive MOVE DOWN /daiv/ v [I] past simp. dived, 
dove, past part. dived to jump head first into water, 
esp. with your arms held straight above your head, 
or to move down quickly through water or the air 
© Mark dove off the cliff into the ocean. © Dolphins 
can dive to great depths. © [+ to infinitive] The plane 
dived to avoid enemy aircraft fire. 
dive /datv/ n [C] © (fig.) The firm’s profits took a 
dive (= fell by a large amount) /ast quarter. 
diver /'dat-var/ n [C] a person who dives into 
water 
diving /‘dat-vin/ n [U] © deep-sea diving 

MOVE QUICKLY /darv/ v [I always + adv/prep] past 
simp. dived, dove, past part. dived to jump or move 
quickly into or at something © When the football 
came loose, he dove at the ball and grabbed it. 0 
They dived for cover when it suddenly began to rain. 
dive /daiv/ n[U] © White’s 1-yard dive with seconds 
left won the football game. 


PLACE /darv/ n [C] infm! a cheap, unattractive bar 
or place for entertainment 


diverge /di'v3rd3, dai-/ v [I] to go in different 
directions from the same point, or to become dif- 
ferent © The tone of the final report isn’t likely to 
diverge much from the earlier report. 


diverse © /di'v3rs, dai-; 'dai-vars/ adj varied or 
different © Lowell, Massachusetts, is noted for its di- 
verse ethnic communities, among them French- 
Canadians, English, Irish, Greeks, Poles, and 
Cambodians. 
diversity © /di'v3r-sat-i, dai-/ n [U] 1 the con- 
dition or fact of being different or varied; variety © 
genetic/biological diversity © a wide diversity of opin- 
ion/ideas 2 social studies Diversity is also the mix- 
ture of races and religions that make up a group 
of people. 
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diversely © /dr'var-sli, dat-; ‘dat-v3r-sli/ adv 


diversify © /di'v3r-sa,far, dat-/ v [I/T] to be- 
come varied or different, or to make something 
varied or different © [T] People are advised to diver- 
sify their investments in the stock market to reduce 
risk. 
diversification © /di,var-sa-fa'ker- fan, dai-/n 
[U] 
diversified © /di'v3r-sa fad, dar-/ adj © diver- 
sified financial services companies 


divert CHANGE DIRECTION /di'vart, dat-/ v [T] 
T to cause something or someone to turn in a dif- 
ferent direction © Our flight was diverted from San 
Francisco to Oakland because of the fog. 2 To divert 
something or someone is also to cause the thing 
or person to be used for a different purpose: The 
administration had to divert funds from the defense 
budget to pay for the emergency relief effort. 
diversion /di'v3r-3an, dat-/ n[C/U] © [U] A snow- 
storm closed the airport, and the diversion of air traf- 
fic was therefore necessary. 


TAKE ATTENTION AWAY /di'vart, dar-/ v [T] 1 to 
take attention away from something © Military ac- 
tion now could divert attention from imminent votes 
in Congress on health-care legislation. 2 fm!To divert 
can also mean to amuse: The dog kept the children 
diverted for a while. 
diversion /dt'var-3an, dai-/ n [C] an action that 
takes attention away from something, esp. one 
that gives pleasure or enjoyment © This lawyer- 
bachelor devoted his life to the Senate, his only real 
diversion being baseball. 


divest /dat'vest, di-/ v [T] 1 to get rid of an in- 
vestment, part of a business, etc. by selling O He 
had encouraged the state to divest such holdings. 2 
If you divest yourself of a property, you get rid of 
it, usually by selling: The company has divested itself 
of some of its money-losing operations. 


divide SEPARATE /d1'vaid/ v [I/T] 1 to separate 
into parts or groups, or to cause something to 
separate in such a way © [T] Divide the cake into six 
equal parts. © [I] The votes divided equally for and 
against the proposal. 2 If something divides two 
areas, it marks the edge or limit of both of them: 
[T] A narrow driveway divides our house from the one 
next door. 3 To divide a group of people is to cause 
them to disagree: [T] The issue of tax reform con- 
tinues to divide the country. 
divide /di'vaid/ n [C] a separation © The river 
forms a divide between mountains and coastal 
plains. © It’s on taxes that the divide between the 
two candidates is widest. 
division /di'v13-an/ n [C/U] 1 the separation of 
something into parts or groups, or one of the parts 
or groups that has been separated © [U] The divi- 
sion of responsibilities among the officers of the com- 
pany was Spelled out in detail. 2 A division is a unit 
of an organization: [C] An army division is com- 
manded by a major general. © [C] He works for the 
company’s research division. © [C] The game for the 
Eastern Division championship of the National Foot- 
ball League is scheduled for tomorrow. 
divisive /dr'vat-siy, -'vis-1v/ adj disapproving tend- 
ing to cause disagreements that separate people 


into opposing groups © The campaign for the 
mayor's office was racially divisive. 

CALCULATE /dr'vaid/ v [I/T] mathematics to cal- 
culate the number of times one number is con- 
tained in another © [T] 10 divided by 5 is/equals 2. 
O [T] What do you get if you divide 6 into 18? 0 
Compare MULTIPLY CALCULATE; SUBTRACT 
division /d1'vi3-an/ n[U] mathematics the pro- 
cess of finding the number of times one number 
is contained within another 


WORD FAMILY divide 


Nouns division 


Adjectives divided 


subdivision undivided 
dividend divisible 
Verbs divide divisive 


subdivide 


divided highway n[C] a main road that has 
an area in the middle that separates traffic moving 
in Opposite directions 


dividend /‘div-3,dend, -ad-and/_n [C] a pay- 
ment by a company of a part of its profit to the 
people who own SHARES (= units of ownership) in 
the company 


divine GODLIKE /dr'vain/ adj [not gradable] 
connected with or like God or a god © divine love 
divinity /dr'vin-at-i/ n[U] 1 the state of being a 
god © Christians believe in the divinity of Jesus Christ. 
2 Divinity is the study of religion: She has a Doc- 
torate in Divinity from Georgetown University. 
divinely /dr'vain-li/ adv [not gradable] © divinely 
inspired truth 

VERY GOOD /di'vain/ adj infm! extremely good or 
pleasing © The dessert was simply divine. 
divinely /di'vain-li/ adv infm! © She sings divinely. 

GUESS /di'vain/ v [T] to guess something, or to 
discover something without being told about it o 
[+ that clause] ! divined from his grim expression that 
the news was bad. 


divine right n [U] politics & government a 
belief that a king or queen represents, and has 
been given power by, God 

diving [‘dat-vin/ n [U] © See at DIVE 
MOVE DOWN 


diving board n[C] a board that sticks out over 
water so that people can DIVE into it 


divisible /di'viz-o-bal/ adj mathematics able to 
be divided 
divisibility /di'viz-a'bil-at-i/ adv mathematics 
division /d1'viz-an/ no See at DIVIDE SEPARATE; 
DIVIDE CALCULATE 


division sign n [C] mathematics the symbol 
~ or the symbol / used between two numbers to 
show that the first number should be divided by 
the second 


divisive /dr'vat-siv, -'vis-1v/ adj © See at DIVIDE 
SEPARATE 


divorce /di'vo:rs, -'vours/ v [I/T] to cause a mar- 
riage to a husband or wife to end by an official or 
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do 


legal process, or to have a marriage ended in this 
way © [T] Ford divorced his wife, Anne, in 1964, and 
married Cristina a year later. © [T] They didn’t get 
divorced (= end their marriage legally) until 2007. 
divorce /di'vo:rs, -'vours/ n [C/U] © [C] Both of 
them agreed to the divorce. 

divorcé /di ,vo:r'set, -,vour-, -'si:/ n [C] a man 
whose marriage officially ended while his wife was 
still alive 

divorcee, divorcée /d1 ,vo:r'sel, -,vour-, -'si:/n 
[C] a woman whose marriage officially ended 
while her husband was still alive 


WORD FAMILY divorce 


Nouns divorce Verbs divorce 


divorcé 
divorcee 


PHRASAL VERB with divorce 


edivorce something from something to separate 
something from something else © | don’t see how 
you can divorce politics from tax policy. 


divulge /di 'vald3, dat-/ v[T] to make something 
secret known © Someone divulged their plans to 
their competitors. © He did not divulge details of his 
plan. 


divvy up something /‘div:i:'ap/ phrasal verb 
[M] infmi to divide something into parts or shares 
© They finally decided how to diwy up the money. 


Dixie /‘dik-si/ [U] the southern states of the US 
that fought against the northern states during the 
Civil War 


Dixieland (jazz) /‘dik:si: land ('d3zez)/ n[U] 
a style of traditional jazz with a two-beat rhythm, 
which began in New Orleans in the 1920s 


dizzy /'diz-i/ adj having or causing a feeling of 
spinning around and being unable to balance © 
She felt dizzy and needed to sit down. © (fig.) In the 
computer industry, change comes at a dizzy pace (= 
very fast). 
dizziness /'diz-i:-nas/ n [U] 


DJ /‘di:-d3e1/ n [C] abbreviation for DISC JOCKEY 


DNA n [U] biology abbreviation for deoxyribonu- 
cleic acid (= the chemical at the center of the cells 
of living things that controls the structure and pur- 
pose of each cell and carries GENETIC information 
during reproduction) 


DNA fingerprint n [C] the particular way in 
which GENETIC information is contained in the 
cells of a person and which is different in every 
person 


do FOR QUESTIONS/NEGATIVES /du:/ auxiliary 
verb does, past simp. did, past part. done used with 
another verb to form questions and negative sen- 
tences © Where do you work? O Why don’t we have 
lunch together on Friday? © “Didn't you know Sophie 
was coming?” “Of course | did.” © Don’t talk about 
that. O USAGE: The negative contractions are 
doesn’t, didn’t, and don’t. 

FOR EMPHASIS /du:/ auxiliary verb does, past simp. 
did used to give extra force to the main verb © Do 


be careful. © | did say she was a liar, but | was wrong. 
© “Can! buy stamps here?” “Well, we do sell them, 
but we’re out of them right now.” 

TO AVOID REPEATING /du:/ auxiliary verb does, 
past simp. did, past part. done 1 used to avoid re- 
peating a verb or verb phrase © “/ don’t like either 
candidate.” “Neither do I.” © He said he’d leave the 
car in the garage, but he didn’t. 0 “May | join you?” 
“Please do!” 0 “Did you leave the door open?” “Yes, 
| did.” 2 Do can also replace the main verb in ques- 
tions that are added to the end of a sentence: You 
met him at a conference, didn’t you? 


CAUSE TO HAPPEN /du:/ v [T] does, past simp. did, 
past part. done 1 to cause something to happen or 
be the cause of something happening; perform or 
have a part in an activity © Inviting the whole family 
was a really nice thing to do. © What are you doing 
over the weekend? © I’ve got to stay home and do 
my homework. © The theater club is doing “South 
Pacific” this year. © I’m sorry, there’s nothing more 
to be done (= nothing else will help). © /t isn’t im- 
portant whether you win or lose — just do your best. 
O It’s been a pleasure doing business with you (= 
dealing with you). © The company is counting on 
each of you to do your part/share. © Would you do 
me a favor (= help me) and get some bread while 
youre out? © A little fresh air will do you some good 
(= make you feel better). © What are these toys do- 
ing here (= Why are they here)? © I’ve been trying 
to do (= solve) this puzzle for hours. © What can | 
do for you (= How can | help you)? © What have 
you done with my coat (= Where have you put it)? 
© Since she retired, she doesn’t know what to do with 
herself (= how to keep herself busy). 2 To do can 
mean to work at as a regular job: “What do you 
do?” “I teach high school math.” 3 |f you ask or say 
how someone is doing, you are asking or saying 
how the person is feeling or what the person’s con- 
dition is: How are you folks doing today? © Both the 
mother and her new baby are doing fine. 0 We've 
had some difficult times, but we’re doing all right 
now. 4 If you say what's doing or what's doing at 
a particular place, you are asking what is happen- 
ing there: What's doing at the office? 
doable /'du:-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] able to be 
achieved or performed © The bank officer said that 
our loan was doable. 
doing /‘du:-19/ n[U] © It was none of my doing (= 
My actions were not the cause of this). 

USAGE TT V2 

do or make? 

Do usually means to perform an activity or job. 
| should do my homework. 
t-should-make-my-hemewerk- 

Make usually means to create or produce 

something. 

Did you make the dress yourself ? 
Did-yetr-de-the-dress-yourself? 
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ARRANGE /du:/ v [T] does, past simp. did, past part. 
done to shape, arrange, or fix something in an 
attractive way © Who does your hair? 
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TRAVEL /du:/ v [T] does, past simp. did, past part. 
done to travel at a stated speed or over a particular 
distance © We were only doing 70 miles per hour. © 
We did 400 miles yesterday. 

BE ACCEPTABLE /du:/ v [I] does, past simp. did, past 
part. done to be acceptable, suitable, or enough © 
“Will this room do?” “Yes, it'll be fine.” © This kind 
of behavior just won't do. 


WORD FAMILY do 
Nouns doing 
Verbs 


Adjectives doable 


ae done 


overdone 


outdo 
undone 


overdo 
undo 


IDIOMS with do 


edo credit to someone, do someone credit to bring 
praise and respect to someone © The teacher’s fair- 
ness to all her students does her credit. 

edo justice to someone/something, do someone/ 
something justice to be accurate or fair by repre- 
senting someone or something as that person or 
thing truly is © Just calling the movie “fun” doesn't 
do it justice (= it is better than just “fun”). © This is 
the only picture | have that does full justice to her 
beauty (= shows her to be as beautiful as she is). 
edo more harm than good to be damaging 
rather than helpful © Modernizing historic buildings 
often does more harm than good. 

edo the trick, do the job infm/ to achieve the de- 
sired result © | need something to put these papers 
in — this folder should do the trick. 

edo wonders for something/someone to cause im- 
provements or have a very good effect 0 [C] That 
new guy is great - he’s done wonders for the com- 
pany. © Compare WORK WONDERS at WORK 
IDIOMS 

edos and don'ts rules about how people should 
and should not behave © Where | work, the old dos 
and don’ts about how to dress don’t really matter. 


PHRASAL VERBS with do 


edo away with something to get rid of or destroy 
something © The governor is proposing to do away 
with the state transportation department. 

edo someone in TIRE infm/ to tire someone © That 
five-mile hike did me in. 

edo someone in CAUSE TO FAIL [M] infm/to be the 
cause of someone’s failure © A couple of key losses 
did the team in. 

¢do someone out of something infm!to cheat some- 
one by preventing that person from obtaining or 
keeping something of value © Con men did him out 
of over $10,000 of his hard-earned money, 

edo over something [M] to decorate a room or 
part of a house in a new way © We plan to do over 
the kitchen next year. 

edo without something/someone to manage, 
work, or perform successfully without having 
someone or something present © The country can- 
not do without foreign investment. © There are a 
great number of things that he can easily do without. 


doable /'du:-s-bal/ adj [not gradable] © See at 
DO CAUSE TO HAPPEN 


doc /dak/ n [C] infmi a DOCTOR MEDICINE 


docile /‘das-al, -,atl/ adj calm in manner and easy 
to control © They have a big dog, but he’s real 
friendly and docile. 


dock stRucTuRE /dak/ n [C] 1 a structure built 
out over water in a port along which ships can land 
to load and unload, or the enclosed area of water 
between two such structures 2 A dock is also a flat, 
raised area attached to a building and used for 
loading and unloading trucks. 
dock /dak/ v [!/T] © [!] The ship docked in Japan, 
and he took another to Korea. 

REMOVE /dak/ v [T] to take away a part of some- 
one’s pay © I’ve used up my sick days, and if | take 
another day off they'll dock me a day’s pay. 


docket /'dak-at/ n [C] law a list of cases to be 
dealt with in a law court 


doctor MEDICINE /‘dak-tar/, abbreviation Dr. n[C] 
a person with a medical degree whose job is to 
treat people who are ill or injured © This health plan 
lets you choose your own doctor. 


EDUCATION /'dak-tar/, abbreviation Dr. n [C] a per- 
son who has one of the highest-ranking degrees 
given by a university 
doctoral /'dak-ta-ral/ adj o She’s a doctoral stu- 
dent in geology. 
doctorate /'dak-ta-rat/ n [C] © He earned a doc- 
torate (= the highest-ranking degree) at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 


CHANGE /'dak:tar/ v [T] to change something in 
order to deceive people © He claimed the photo had 
been doctored. 


doctor’s degree n [C] one of the highest- 
ranking degrees given by a university 


doctrine /‘dak-tran/ n [C/U] a belief, theory, or 
set of beliefs, esp. political or religious, taught and 
accepted by a particular group © [U] church 
doctrine 


docudrama /‘dak-ja ,dram-a, -,draem-a/ n [C/ 
U] a television program whose story is based on 
an event or situation that really happened, al- 
though it is not accurate in every detail 


document © /'‘dak-ja-mant/ n [C] 1 a paper 
or set of papers with written or printed informa- 
tion, esp. of an official type © Do you have all your 
documents in order to apply for a passport? 2 A doc- 
ument is also a file on a computer in which text is 
stored. 
document ® /'dak-ja,ment/ v [T] to record in- 
formation about something by writing about it or 
taking photographs of it © The study documents 
various aspects of Indian life in this period. 
documentary © /,dak-ja'ment-a-ri/ adj [not 
gradable] © documentary evidence 
documentation @ /,dak-ja-men ‘ter: fan/n [U] 
1 official papers, or written material that provides 
proof of something 2 writing Documentation is 
also the process of providing proof for the things 
you write about and naming the texts that you 
use, 


documentary /,dak-ja'ment:-a-ri/ n [C] a film 
or television or radio program that gives informa- 
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domestic 


tion about a subject and is based on facts © a doc- 
umentary on animal communication 


dodecahedron /dou ,dek-a'hi:-dran/ n [C] pl 
dodecahedrons, dodecahedra geometry a solid 
shape that has twelve flat surfaces of equal size, 
each with five sides > Picture: solid 


dodge /dad3/ v [I/T] 1 to avoid being hit by 
something by moving quickly to one side © (fig.) 
We have dodged a bullet a lot of times in the last 
three or four years. 2 To dodge something unpleas- 
ant is to avoid it: [T] Few men still talk about how 
they dodged the draft. 
dodge /dad3/ n [C] a trick to deceive someone 
or to avoid doing something that you do not want 
to do © She sells antiques as a tax dodge. 


doe /dou/ n[C] a female deer © Compare BUCK 
ANIMAL 


does /daz, daz/ present simple of DO, used with 
he/she/it 


doesn’t /'daz-ant/ contraction of does not © 
Doesn't she look lovely in her wedding gown? 


dog ANIMAL /d>:9/ n [C] an animal with four 
legs, commonly kept as a pet, and sometimes used 
to guard things 

PERSON /do:g/ n[C] slang a person of a stated type 
© You won $1000? You lucky dog! 

FOLLOW /do:g/ v [T] -gg- to follow someone 
closely and continually © The scandal seems likely 
to dog him for months to come. 


dog biscuit n [C] a hard, baked cracker, often 
flavored with meat, for dogs to eat 


dog-eared /'do:-gird/ adj (of a book or paper) 
with part of the pages folded down as the result 
of a lot of use 


dogfight /'do:g-fait/ n[C] a fight between two 
military aircraft, or any fierce fight © They are a 
tough team, and we knew we were in for a real 
dogfight. 

dogged /'do:-gad/ adj determined to do some- 
thing, even if it is very difficult © John Regan cred- 
ited the capture to dogged persistence by police. 
doggedly /'do:-gad‘li/ advo Gove spent much of 
the last decade of his life doggedly defending his 
principles. 


doggie /'do:-gi/ n [C] a child’s word a dog 


doggone /'d2:-g2:n, 'dag-an/ exclamation infm! 
used to express annoyance © Doggone it, where’s 
that letter? 


doggy bag /'do:-gi: ,bag/ n [C] a container 
that a restaurant provides so you can take home 
any food you have not finished 


doghouse /'do:g ,havs/ n [C] a small shelter 
outside of a house for a dog to sleep in 


IDIOM with doghouse 


ein the doghouse in a situation in which someone 
is angry at you for something you did or did not 


do 0 If | don’t do something for Mother's Day, I'll 
really be in the doghouse. 


dogma /'do:g-me, 'dag-/ n [C/U] a fixed belief 
or set of beliefs that people are expected to accept 
without any doubts © [U] /iberal/conservative 
dogma 
dogmatic /doig 'meet-ik, dag-/ adj (of a person 
or a group) strongly expressing your beliefs as if 
they were facts © He has written a stimulating but 
dogmatic book. 


dog tag /'do:g-teeg/ n [C] p! dog tags a small 
piece of metal worn around the neck by soldiers, 
on which the soldier’s name, official number, and 
other information is given 


dogwood /'ds:-gwud/ n [C/U] a bush or tree 
that has white or pink flowers in the spring and 
grows wild or in a garden 


doing /‘du:-1n/ n [U] © See at DO CAUSE TO 
HAPPEN 


doldrums /'doul-dramz, 'do:l-, 'dal-/ pi na 
state of lack of activity or lack of success © Business 
leaders predict a hard year ahead with the economy 
in the doldrums. 


dole out something /'doul'aut/ phrasal verb 
[M] to give money, food, or something else that 
can be divided to several people © | can’t keep dol- 
ing out money to you kids. 


doleful /‘doul-fal/ adj very sad © a doleful ex- 
pression/look 


doll /dal, do:l/ n [C] 1 a child’s toy in the shape 
of a person, esp. a baby or child 2 infm/ You can 
call someone a doll to show that you like the per- 
son or think the person is attractive or pleasant: 
She’s a doll, she’s a love, she really is. 


dollar /‘dal-ar/ n[C] a unit of money, used in the 
US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and other 
countries, that is worth 100 cents © Could you lend 
me ten dollars? 


dollar sign n[C] the symbol $, which is put in 
front of amounts of money in dollars 


dollop /‘dal-ap/ n [C] a small amount of a sub- 
stance © a dollop of whipped cream 


dolly /‘dal-i, 'do:-li/ n [C] a child’s word a DOLL 


dolphin /‘dal-fon, 'do:l-/ n [C] a sea mammal 
that looks like a large fish with a pointed mouth 


domain © INTEREST /dou'mein, da-/ n[C] an 
area of interest or an area over which a person has 
control © the domain of polymer science © public and 
private domains 

GROUP OF VALUES /dou'mein/ n [C] mathemat- 
ics a group of all the possible replacements for a 
VARIABLE (= letter or symbol that represents any set 
of values) 


dome /doum/ n[C] a rounded roof on a building 
© The dome of city hall could be seen in the distance. 


domestic © HOME /doa'mes-tik/ adj relating to 
the home, house, or family © I’ve never been fond 
of domestic chores like cooking and cleaning. 
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domesticate 


domestic /da'mes:tik/ n[C] dated someone paid 
to help with work that needs to be done in a 
house, such as cleaning and washing clothes 
domesticity /,dou ,mes 'tis-at-i, -mas-/ n[U] the 
state of being at home a lot with your family © 
Since they had their baby, they’ve settled happily into 
domesticity. 

domestically @ /da'mes-tr-kli/ adv 


COUNTRY /da'mes-tik/ adj politics & government 
relating to a person’s own country © The president’s 
domestic policy has been more successful than his 
foreign policy. 
domestically @ /da'mes:ti-kli/ advo The movie 
took in $77.9 million domestically, but only made 
$9.1 million overseas. 


domesticate © /da'mes-ti,keit/ v [T] to 
bring animals or plants under human control so 
that humans may use them as food, for power, or 
as friends 
domesticated © /da'mes-ta,keit-ad/ adj [not 
gradable] brought under human control © the wild 
ancestors of our domesticated chickens © USAGE: 
Used to describe an animal or plant. 


domicile /‘dam-s,sail, 'dou-ma-/ n [C] law the 
place where a person lives 0 Any change of domicile 
should be reported to the proper authorities. 


dominant © /'dam-a-nant/ adj more impor- 
tant, strong, or noticeable than anything else of 
the same type © a dominant personality © For years 
the Democrats were the dominant party in Congress. 
dominance © /'dam-a-nans/ n [U] © military 
dominance 


dominate © /'dam-9 neit/ v [I/T] to have con- 
trol over a place or a person, or to be the most 
important person or thing © [T] /t was the story that 
dominated the headlines this week. © [T] The Rams 
dominated the football game in handing the Eagles 
their second loss. 
domination © /,dam-a'ner-fan/ n[U] the state 
of having control over people or a situation O Her 
domination of the tennis world is undisputed. 


domineering /,dam-a'nir-1n/ adj having a 
strong tendency to try to control other people 
without taking their feelings into consideration © 
a domineering personality 


dominion /da'min-jan/ n [C/U] control over a 
country or people, or the land that belongs to a 
ruler © [U] The collapse of Spain’s empire prepared 
the way for Britain’s dominion over the seas. 


domino /'dam-a,nou/ n[C] pidominoes one of 
a set of small rectangular pieces of wood or plastic 
marked with a particular number of spots on each 
half of one surface, used in playing a game 
dominoes /'dam-a,nouz/ n[U] a game in which 
you try to match the spots of a domino put down 
by another player 


domino theory n [Cc usually sing] politics & 
government a belief in the 1950s and 1960s that 
if one country became COMMUNIST, other close 
countries would more easily also become 
Communist 
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donate /‘dou-nert, dou'neit/ v [I/T] to give 
something, esp. to an organization, without want- 
ing anything in exchange © [T] Over $72 million 
was donated to the building fund. o [T] Some busi- 
nesses have agreed to donate computers to schools. 
donation /dou'ner- fan/ n [C/U] © [C] Donations 
of food and clothing are gratefully accepted. 


done /dan/ past participle of 1 DO 2 You can say 
“done” to show that you agree to something: “/’l/ 
give you $25 for the chair.” “Done!” 


done for /'dan-fo:r/ adj [not gradable] about to 
die or suffer greatly because of a serious difficulty 
or danger © We thought we were done for when we 
smelled smoke and the lights went out. 


donkey /‘dan-ki, 'dan-, 'do:n-/ n [C] a gray or 
brown animal like a small horse with long ears 


donor /'dou-nar/ n [C] 1 a person who gives 
money or something else of value to an organi- 
zation © A large gift from an anonymous donor will 
allow us to continue our work. 2 A donor is also 
someone who gives blood or who agrees to give 
an organ or body part to help someone else. 


don’t /dount/ contraction of do not © Please don’t 
make any noise while they are recording. 


IDIOMS with don’t 


edon’t ask me infm/| do not know © “Who left this 
mess in the kitchen?” “Don’t ask me.” © He doesn’t 
want to come with us to the game — don’t ask me 
why. 

e don’t (even) go there, you/we don’t want to go 
there infmi do not even talk or think about that 
subject © “We could just lend her the money.” “No, 
don’t even go there - we're not lending her 
anything. ” 

edon’t you dare! infm! | will be very angry at you 
if you do © “I’m going to tell Billy what you said 
about him.” “Don’t you dare!” 


donut /'dou-nat, -nat/n [C] a DOUGHNUT 


doodad /'du:-daed/, doohickey /'du: ,hik-i/ n[C] 
infml any small device or object whose name you 
cannot remember or do not know 


doodle /‘du:d-l/ n [C] a drawing or pattern that 
you make while thinking about something else or 
when you are bored 
doodle /‘du:d-I/ v [I] 


doom /du:m/ n [U] death, destruction, or any 
very bad situation that cannot be avoided 0 A sense 
of doom hung over the entire country. 
doom /du:m/ v [T] to be the certain cause of 
someone or something having a bad end, esp. to 
die or to fail © The effort is doomed to failure. © He 
was doomed to be a one-term president like Jimmy 
Carter. 


doomsday /'du:mz-de1/ n[U] 1 the end of the 
world 2 Doomsday is also JUDGMENT DAY. 


door /do:r, dour/ n [C] 1 a flat, usually rectan- 
gular, object that is fixed at one edge and is used 
to close the entrance to something such as aroom, 
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double 


building, or vehicle, or the entrance itself © the 
front/back door © We’d like to rent a four-door car. 
0 {ll meet you at the main door of the library. © 
Would you open/close/shut the door, please? O The 
door to his bedroom was locked from the inside. © 
Mom, there’s someone at the door (= outside the 
front door). 2 Door is also used to refer to a house 
or other building: Sam lives just a few doors away/ 
up/down from us. © They live next door to us (= in 
the house beside ours). 

doorman /‘do:r-man, ‘dour-, -,;mzen/ n [C} pl 
-men a person whose job is to stand by the door 
of a hotel or public building and let people in or 
out, open their car doors, etc. 


IDIOM with door 


edoor to door 1 from the beginning of a trip to 
the end © The trip takes an hour door to door. 2 If 
you go door to door you stop at or go to every 
house: Harris went door to door during the cam- 
paign, visiting with voters. 


doorbell /‘do:r-bel, 'dour-/ n [C] an electrical 
device with a button near the outside door of a 
house or apartment that makes a noise when 
pressed, to let the people inside know someone is 
there © He rang the doorbell twice. 


doorknob /'do:r-nab, 'dour-/ n [C] a round 
handle that you turn to open a door 


doormat /'do:r-met, 'dour-/ n [C] a piece of 
usually rough material outside a door to a house 
or apartment where people can clean their shoes 
before entering 


doorstep /'do:r-step, 'dour-/ n [C] a step out- 
side the door to a building © (fig.) We need to be 
more proactive and seek out dangers before they’re 
on our doorstep (= too near to be ignored). 


doorway /'doir-wei, 'dour-/ n [C] the space for 
a door through which you go into and out of a 
room or building 


dope DRUG /doup/ n [U] infm! any illegal drug 
doping /‘dou-pin/ n [U] the use of illegal drugs 
to improve the performance of a person or an ani- 
mal in a sports competition 

PERSON /doup/ n[C] infm/a stupid or foolish person 
© You shouldn't have told him, you dope! 
INFORMATION /doup/ n [U] slang information 
known by only a few people © A new column of 
inside dope about the film industry begins next 
month. 


Doppler effect /‘dap-lar 1 fekt/ n [U] physics 
a change that someone experiences in the FRE- 
QUENCY of WAVES , for example, of sound or light, 
when the distance between that person and the 
origin of the waves changes 


dork /'do:rk/ n[C] slang a stupid, awkward person 
© | felt like a real dork when | realized my mistake. 


dormant /'do:r-mant/ adj (of things) not active 
or growing, but having the ability to be active at 
a later time © a dormant volcano © Most roses being 
sold now are dormant, and without any soil around 
their roots. 


dormer (window) /'do:r-mar (‘win-dov)/n 
[C] a small, roofed structure on a sloping roof with 
a vertical window built into it 


dormitory /'dow- Me, tori, etowr/,sshoatsform 
dorm /do:rm/ n[C] a large room or building con- 
taining many beds, esp. in a college or BOARDING 
SCHOOL 


dose /dous/ n[C] 1a measured amount of a drug 
© She was given large doses of a powerful antibiotic. 
2 A dose is also an amount of something: Stories 
of dramatic cancer cures should be taken with a 
healthy dose of skepticism. 
dosage /'dou-s1d3/ n [C] a measured amount of 
a medicine © He needed a high dosage to do any 
good. 


dot /dat/ n[C] 1a very small, round mark © The 
ducks were black dots in the distance. 2 Dot (symbol.) 
is also used in an INTERNET address to separate its 
parts: Go to w w w dot cambridge dot org. 
dot /dat/ v [T] -tt- When an area is dotted with 
things, it has many of them in different places: 
Minnesota is dotted with lakes, especially in the 
north. 


IDIOM with dot 


edot the i’s and cross the t’s finish the details © 
The proposal’s almost complete — all we have to do 
now is dot the i’s and cross the t’s. 


dote on someone /dout-sn, -an/ phrasal verb 
to love someone very much, sometimes too much 
© They dote on their grandchild. 


dotted line n [C] the place on a contract or 
other agreement where you sign your name © 
Lawmakers want to ensure these changes are good 
for Virginia before they sign on the dotted line. 


double TWICE /'dab-al/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
1 twice the size, amount, price, etc., or consisting 
of two similar things together © The cost of going 
to the movies is almost double what it was a few 
years ago. © Fold the blanket double (= so that it is 
in two layers) and then you won't be cold. 0 Com- 
pare SINGLE ONE 2 A double bed is a bed for two 
people. 3 If you are seeing double, you are seeing 
two of everything. 

double /'dab-al/ v[I/T] 1 [I] Company profits have 
doubled in the last year. © [T] For four people, just 
double the recipe (= make twice as much). 2 If 
something or someone doubles as something or 
someone else, that person or thing has a second 
use or job: [I] The kitchen table doubles as my desk. 
doubles /'dab-alz/ p/n (esp. in tennis) a game 
played with two players on each side 

doubly /‘dab-li/ adv [not gradable] twice the 
amount or degree © He is doubly talented, as a com- 
poser and as a pianist. 

PERSON /'dab-al/ n [C usually sing] a person who 
looks the same as someone else © She is a double 
for Mary Tyler Moore. 


PHRASAL VERBS with double 


edouble over to suddenly bend forward and 
down, usually because of pain or laughter © A sud- 
den, sharp pain made him double over. 
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e double up to share something, esp. a room, with 
someone else O The two boys will have to double up 
in the front bedroom. 


double negative n [C] the use of two nega- 
tive words together in a statement that has a neg- 
ative meaning, as in “| didn’t do nothing.” 


double bass /,dab-al'bets/, infm! bass fiddle n 
[C/U] a very large, wooden musical instrument 
with four strings that a player holds up while 
standing and plays with a BOW (= stick with hairs 
attached to it), or this type of instrument generally 


double bed n [C] a bed big enough for two 
people to sleep in, but smaller than QUEEN-SIZED 


double-breasted adj [not gradable] (of a 
jacket) having two sets of buttons and two wide 
parts at the front © a double-breasted suit 


double-check vy [1/1] to make certain that 
something is correct or safe, usually by examining 
it again O | always double-check to make sure | 
locked the door. 


double chin n [C] a fold of skin under the face 
along the front of the neck, caused by a layer of 
fat 


double-cross v [T] to cheat or be dishonest to 
someone who trusted you 


double-edged adj [not gradable] having two 
possible and different meanings or effects © Cli- 
mate changes are potentially double-edged in their 
consequences. O Wealth and fame can be a double- 
edged sword (= a situation with both positive and 
negative effects). 


double feature n[C] a movie event in which 
two different movies are shown one after the other 


double figures p/n an amount more than 10 
but less than 100 © Six players scored in double 
figures. 


double helix n [U] science 
the shape like two curving lines 
twisted together that is made by 
two STRANDS (= strings) of DNA 
(= the chemical that controls 
each cell) 


double-park v [I/T] to leave 

your Car in the street along the 
side of a car that is already 
parked, so that your car is block- 
ing other cars 


double room » [C] a room 
in a hotel for two people 


double-spaced adj _ [not 
gradable] (of printed text) hav- 
ing an empty line between each 
printed line 


double standard n (C] the habit of treating 
one group differently than another when both 
groups should be treated the same 


DOUBLE HELIX 


double take n[C] a delayed surprised reaction 
at seeing someone or something © With her hair 
cut short and dyed red, | did a double take at first. 


double-talk n [vu] disapproving talk that has no 
real meaning or that is intended to confuse 


double whammy » [C] a situation that in- 
cludes two disadvantages or difficulties O Consum- 
ers were hit by the double whammy of rising interest 
rates and gasoline prices. 


doubt /davt/ n [C/U] a feeling of not knowing 
what to believe or what to do, or the condition of 
being uncertain © [C] /f you have any doubt about 
her ability, don’t hire her. © [+ that clause] There’s 
no doubt that the show will be successful. © [U] The 
future of the entire project is in some doubt. 0 [C] 
She is without a doubt (= certainly) one of the best 
students I’ve ever had. 
doubt /daut/ v [T] to be uncertain about some- 
thing or someone, or to have difficulty believing 
something © [T] He may come back tomorrow with 
the money, but | doubt it. 
doubtful /‘daut-fal/ adj uncertain or unlikely © [+ 
(that) clause] /t was doubtful (that) the money 
would ever be found. © She gave me a long, doubtful 
look (= look full of doubt) and told me to wait. 
doubtless /'daut-les/ adv [not gradable] very 
probably © He will doubtless be cast in the lead role 
of this movie comedy. 


WORD FAMILY doubt 
doubt Verbs doubt 


Adverbs undoubtedly 


Nouns 


Adjectives doubtful 
doubtless 


dough FLOUR /dou/ n[U] flour mixed with water 
and other food substances so that it is ready for 
baking esp. into bread or pastry 


MONEY /dou/ n [U] dated, slang money 


doughnut, donut /‘dou-nat, -nat/n[C] a small, 
circular cake, fried in hot fat, sometimes with a 
hole in the middle 


dour /daur, dur/ adj [-er/-est only] (of a person’s 
appearance or manner) very serious and sad, and 
likely to judge people severely © a dour look 


douse /daus, dauz/ v [T] 1 to throw water or an- 
other liquid on someone or something © To get rid 
of weeds, | douse them with plain white vinegar. © 
(fig.) The room was doused in light 2 To douse 
something is also to end it, esp. to stop a fire by 
putting water on it; EXTINGUISH: Efforts to douse 
the flames were hampered by high winds © Douse 
the lights (= turn off the lights). 


dove BIRD /dav/ n [C] a bird with short legs, a 
large body, and a small head, often used as a sym- 
bol of peace 


MOVE DOWN /douv/ past simple of DIVE 


dovetail /‘dav-teil/ v[I/T] to fit together well, or 
to cause something to fit together well with some- 
thing else © [I] Our plans dovetailed, and we were 
able to meet that evening. 
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dowdy /'daud-i/ adj (esp. of clothes or the per- 
son wearing them) unattractive and not stylish, of- 
ten because of being old-fashioned 


Gown IN ALOWER POSITION /daun/ prep, adv 
[not gradable] 1 in or toward a low or lower po- 
sition, from a higher one © There’s a bathroom 
down the stairs and to the right. © He poured the rest 
of the coffee down the drain. © The cat jumped down 
from the chair. O Please sit down (= stop standing 
and come to a sitting position). © /f you feel ill, why 
don't you lie down (= stop standing and come to a 
lying position) for a while? 2 Down also means to 
the ground, esp. as a result of an action that causes 
something to fall: We’re going to have to cut down 
this tree. 3 Down also means firmly, in a fixed po- 
sition, esp. as a result of an action: Workers in the 
convention center taped down the edges of the car- 
pets. © (fig.) We hope to nail down the agreement at 
tomorrow's meeting. 
down /daun/ v [T] to eat or drink something 
quickly © She quickly downed her tea and left to 
catch the bus. 

AT A LOWER LEVEL /daun/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
1 in or toward a lower place or level, a smaller 
amount, or a simpler state 0 Unemployment went 
down last month, dropping to under 6%. © Lots of 
stores are having sales, and prices are coming down. 
© He was down to his last $5 (= that was all he had 
left). 2 Down is used with a lot of verbs to show 
that something is becoming smaller, weaker, 
slower, or less: The fire burned down. © She’s 
slimmed down a lot in the past few months. © Would 
you please turn down the music — it’s too loud. 


FAR AWAY /daun/ adv [not gradable] used, esp. 
with prepositions, to emphasize that a place is far 
from the speaker or in or toward the south © /’// 
meet you down at the health club after work. 0 My 
parents moved down to Florida after they retired. 

ALONG /daun/ prep along © Her office is down the 
hall on the right. 

IN WRITING /daun/ adv [not gradable] in writing or 
on paper © He agreed to the deal, but until we get 
it down on paper, we don’t have a legal contract. 

UNHAPPY /daun/ adj unhappy © I’m feeling a little 
down, | guess because most people have gone home 
for the holidays and I’m still here. 
downer /'dau-nar/ n [C] infmi an event or expe- 
rience that makes you unhappy and lacking in 
hope, confidence, or energy © Your car’s been sto- 
len? That’s a real downer! 

WORSE /daun/ adj, adv [not gradable] into a worse 
position or state © Michigan, down (by) (= losing 
by) ten points at the half, came back to win the foot- 
ball game. 

WHEN BUYING /daun/ adv [not gradable] at the 
time of buying © She paid $100 down and the rest 
in installments. 

NOT IN OPERATION /daun/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
system or machine, esp. a Computer) not in opera- 
tion or not working, usually only for a limited pe- 
riod of time © The network will be down until noon 
today. 

HAIR /daun/ n [UJ] small, soft feathers or hair, esp. 
those of a young bird 


IDIOMS with down 


¢ down in the dumps unhappy © She’s down in the 
dumps because all her friends are out of town. 
edown on someone/something feeling angry or 
disappointed with someone or something © Dad's 
down on me since | scraped the car backing out of 
the garage. 

¢down the drain, down the toilet wasted or lost 
© | can’t believe it’s broken already — well, there's 
seventy bucks down the drain. 

edown the road, down the line in the future © 
Lots of things will have changed a few years down 
the road 

edown to the wire having a result that is not 
known until the end © / think the election will go 
right down to the wire. 

«shove something down someone's throat, ram/ 
cram something down someone’s throat to force 
someone to accept something unpleasant © I’m 
tired of Dave shoving his opinions down our throats. 


down-at-the-heels aaj not dressed well or 
in bad condition, because of a lack of money © The 
city has a down-at-the-heels look. 


downcast /'daun-kest/ adj 1 looking down, 
usually because of being shy or sad 2 A person 
who is downcast is sad or upset. 


downfall /‘daun-fo:l/ n [C] something that 

causes the destruction of a person, organization, 
or government and that causes a loss of power, 
money, or health © In the end, ambition was his 
downfall. 


downgrade /'daun-greid/ v [T] to reduce 
someone or something to a lower rank or position; 
to make less important or less valued © They threat- 
ened to downgrade my credit rating if! don’t pay the 
bill immediately. 


downhearted /‘daun'‘hart-ad/ adj unhappy, 
esp. because of failure or because you are 
disappointed 


downhill /‘daun'hil/ adj, adv 1 toward or going 
toward the bottom of something or to a lower 
place © a steep downhill path O She let the bike coast 
downhill. 2 lf something goes downhill it becomes 
worse or worth less money: The automobile indus- 
try started to go downhill. 


download /‘daun-loud/ v [T] to copy programs 
or information to a computer, usually over the 
INTERNET 


down payment n [C] an amount of money 
that is part of the total cost, paid at the time when 
you buy something 


downplay /‘daun-plei/ v [T] to make some- 
thing seem less important or not as bad as it really 
is © The mayor is trying to downplay the crisis. 


downpour /‘daun-po:r, -pour/ n[C] alot of rain 
falling in a short time 


downright /‘daun-rait/ adv [not gradable] ac- 
tually or completely © Their working conditions were 
downright unhealthy. 


downside /‘daun-said/ n [U] the negative part 
of a situation © It’s a great plan — the downside is 
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that it’s going to cost a lot of money. © Compare 
UPSIDE 


downsize /'daun-saiz/ v [!] (of a company) to 
reduce the number of employees, usually as part 
of a larger change in the structure of an organi- 
zation © The company was forced to downsize in 
order to remain competitive. 


downstairs /‘daun'sterz, -'stzerz/ adj, adv [not 
gradable] on or to a lower floor of a building, esp. 
the ground floor, or down the stairs © a downstairs 
bathroom © | hear someone downstairs. 


downstream /‘daun'stri:m/ adj, adv [not 
gradable] in the same direction as the current of a 
river is flowing © The boat landing is about half a 
mile downstream from here. O Compare UPSTREAM 


downtime /‘daun-taim/ n [C] 1 the time dur- 
ing which a machine, esp. a computer, is not work- 
ing or is not able to be used 2 Downtime for a 
person is a time when the person can relax: | have 
three kids, so downtime is scarce. 


down-to-earth adj practical and direct in 
dealing with people © The players like the coach 
because he’s down-to-earth and honest with them. 


downtown /‘daun'taun/ adj, adv [not grada- 
ble] in or to the business or central part of a city © 
downtown Los Angeles 
downtown /'daun'taun/ n [U] © The hotel is sit- 
uated two miles north of downtown. 


downtrodden /‘daun'trad-®n/ adj not pro- 
vided with opportunities because of having been 
treated unfairly by someone in authority 


downturn /‘daun-t3rn/ n[C] a reduction in the 
amount or success of something © a downturn in 
car sales 


downward /‘daun-ward/, downwards /'daun: 
wardz/ adv [not gradable] toward a lower posi- 
tion, level, or amount © The road slopes gently 
downward for a mile or two. 
downward /'daun-ward/ adj [not gradable] o 
The trend has been downward ever since, with do- 
nations falling to $143,000 last year. 


downwind /'daun'wind/ adj, advin the direc- 
tion in which the wind is blowing © We were down- 
wind of the garbage dump and the smell was awful. 
© Opposite: UPWIND 


dowry /'daur-i/ n [C] in some societies, an 
amount of money or property that awoman’s par- 
ents give to the man she marries 


doze /dowz/ v[I] 1 to have a short period of sleep, 
esp. during the day © My cat was dozing in front of 
the fireplace. 2 \f you doze off, you start to sleep, 
esp. during the day: / must have dozed off, because 
| don't remember what happened next. 


dozen /'daz-an/ n [C] a group or collection of 
twelve © a dozen eggs © | brought home a half 
dozen/half a dozen (= six) eggs. 


Dr. /'dak-tar/ n p! Drs. abbreviation for DOCTOR 
MEDICINE or DOCTOR EDUCATION 


drab /dreeb/ adj [-er/-est only] -bb- plain and not 
interesting, or not bright in appearance © He found 
London disagreeable, with its thick fog, cold drizzle, 
and drab food. 


draconian /dra'kou-ni:-an/ adj (esp. of a rule, 
law, or punishment) extremely severe © The gov- 
ernor proposed draconian cuts in state aid to 
education. 


draft © PLAN /drzeft/ n(C] writing, art a piece 
of writing or drawing that is done early in the de- 
velopment of a work to help prepare it in its final 
form © The architects gave us their first draft of the 
design. 
draft © /dreeft/ v [T] to write something, esp. at 
an early stage before it is in final form © She drafted 
a letter to her lawyer. 


CHOOSING PEOPLE /drzeft/ n (U] the process by 
which people are ordered by law to become mem- 
bers of the armed forces, or the process by which 
players are chosen to play for PROFESSIONAL (= 
paid) sports teams 
draft /dreeft/ v[T] 1 to order a person to become 
a member of the armed forces 2 In sports, to draft 
is to choose someone, esp. someone in a college 
or university to become available as a player for a 
team that pays its players: The Cleveland Cavaliers 
drafted him in the first round. 
draftee /dreef'ti:/ n [C] a person who has been 
ordered by law to become a member of the armed 
forces 


COLD AIR /drzft/ n [C] a current of cold air inside 
a room © She felt a cold draft every time the door 
was opened. 
drafty /'dreef-ti/ adj full of currents of cold air 


BANKING /dreeft/ n [C] a written order for money 
to be paid by a bank © a bank draft 


drag PULL /drzg/ v [I/T] -gg- 1 to move some- 
thing heavy by pulling it along the ground © [T] /f 
the box is too heavy to lift, just drag it over here. 2 
fig. TO drag someone away/out is to persuade 
someone to leave or do something when the per- 
son does not want to do it: [T] / hate to drag you 
away from the party, but we really have to go. 3 If 
you drag out an event, you cause it to continue 
for longer than is necessary or convenient: [M] 
They should make a decision now instead of drag- 
ging out the discussion. 4 lf an event drags, it seems 
to happen very slowly: [I] The play dragged in the 
second act. 
drag /dreeg/ n [C] something or someone that 
slows progress or development, or that makes suc- 
cess less likely © Keeping a large staff is a drag on 
our income. 


BORING EVENT /draeg/ n [U] infm! someone or 
something that is unpleasant and boring © Waiting 
in a doctor’s office is such a drag! 


CLOTHES /drzeg/ n[(U] slang women’s clothes worn 
by a man 


IDIOM with drag 


edrag your feet to do something slowly or not 
Start it because you do not want to do it o He 
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knows he should see a doctor, but he’s dragging his 
feet. 


dragon /'dreg-an/ n[C] a large, fierce, imagi- 
nary animal, usually represented with wings, a 
long tail, and fire coming out of its mouth 


dragonfly /‘drzg-an ,flai/ n [C] a flying insect 
with a long, thin body and two pairs of transparent 
wings 


drag race /'draeg-reis/ n [C] a race between 
Cars over a flat, straight road from a start at which 
both cars are not moving 


drain /drein/ v [I/T] 1 to allow or cause liquid to 
flow away from something © [I] Wash the lettuce in 
the sink and let it drain. © [T] Drain the lettuce and 
then pat it dry with paper towels. 2 If something 
drains you, it makes you very tired: [T] /t drains you 
to work with a class of 20 four-year-olds, let me tell 
you. 
drain /dretn/ n[C] 1 a pipe or channel that car- 
ries away waste water or other liquids © She spilled 
some sugar in the sink and washed it down the drain. 
2 Something that is a drain on you takes away a 
lot of your energy and makes you tired: Taking care 
of his sick mother was quite a drain on him. 3 If 
something is a drain on your money or something 
else, it uses a lot of it or makes it weaker: Having 
two mortgages was a tremendous drain on their 
resources. 
draining /'drer-nin/ adj causing you to lose most 
of your energy; very tiring © He found the funeral 
service emotionally draining. 
drainage /‘dret-nid3/ n[U] the process by which 
water or other liquids flow away into pipes or into 
the ground © The swamp has poor drainage 
throughout. 


drama © THEATER /'dram-a, 'draem:a/ n [C/U] 
a play, esp. a serious one, written to be performed 
by actors, the writing of plays, or the art of show- 
ing plays © [C] She’s been in several television dra- 
mas. O [U] Arthur Miller, a master of drama, wrote 
“Death of a Salesman.” 
dramatic © /dra'met-tk/ adj © He’s as good in 
comedies as he is in dramatic roles. 
dramatist © /'dram-at-ast, 'draem-/ n [C] a 
writer of plays, esp. serious ones 
dramatize © /'dram-a,taiz, 'dram-/ v [T] to 
change a piece of writing into a play to be per- 
formed © He was hired by a movie production com- 
pany to dramatize the novel. 
dramatization © /,dram-at:a'zer- fan/ n[C/U] 
oO [U] tense and moving dramatization © [C] The 
dramatization was faithful to the facts. 


EXCITEMENT /'dram-a, 'draem-a/ n[U] excitement 
and strong interest produced by an unexpected or 
Surprising event or situation © Watching on televi- 
sion was not the same as experiencing the drama of 
the event in person. 
dramatic © /dra'meet-1k/ adj 1 (of an event or 
situation) producing excitement and strong inter- 
est because unexpected, surprising, or dangerous 
0 In a dramatic rescue, 10 crewmen were lifted to a 
helicopter just minutes before their ship sank. 2 Dra- 


matic also means sudden and showing a big 
change: There has been a dramatic reduction in 
crime in New York City. 

dramatize © /‘dram-a,taiz, ‘draem-/ v [T] to 
make something seem more exciting or surprising 
than it is © The event was staged to dramatize the 
shortage of skilled carpenters. 

dramatically © /dra'met-1-kli/ adv 


dramatic monologue n [C] literature a 
poem written as if someone is speaking to an un- 
seen listener about important events or thoughts 


drank /drzenk/ past simple of DRINK 


drape /dreip/ v [T] to hang or cover with some- 
thing loosely and often in a decorative way © She 
draped a warm scarf around her shoulders. 
drapes /dreips/, draperies /‘drei-pa-ri:z, -prizz/ 
pln curtains of thick cloth © I’ve ordered new drapes 
for the living room. 


drastic /‘draes-tik/ adj (of a change) severe and 
sudden; extreme © In the desert there's a drastic 
change in temperature from day to night. 
drastically /'drees-ti-kli/ adv © Our lives changed 
drastically when dad died and we had to move. 


draught /dreeft, dra:ft/ n [C] 8r DRAFT 


draw PICTURE /dro:/ v [I/T] past simp. drew, past 
part. drawn to make a picture of something or 
someone with a pencil, pen, etc. © [T] The child 
drew a picture of a dog. 
drawing /'dro:-19/ n [C/U] the art or process of 
making pictures with a pencil, pen, etc., or a pic- 
ture made in this way © [C] a beautiful drawing of 
flowers © [U] | plan to take a course in drawing next 
semester. 


MOVE /drs:/ v [I always + adv/prep] past simp. drew, 
past part. drawn to move in a particular direction © 
As we drew near, a dog started to bark. 

PULL/PULL IN /drs:/ v [I/T] past simp. drew, past part. 
drawn 1 to pull or direct something or someone 
in a particular direction, or attract someone to- 
ward a particular place © [T] The Grand Canyon 
draws millions of tourists each year. © [T] | would like 
to thank Professor Reynolds for drawing my attention 
to this article. 2 To draw is also to pull together or 
close something covering a window, so that no 
one can see you: [T] She drew the blinds and sat 
down to read. 3 To draw is also to suck in: [I] He 
sharply drew his breath. 
draw /dro:/ n [C] infmi someone or something 
that attracts a lot of interest, esp. of paying cus- 
tomers ©. Every team needs a superstar who will be 
a big draw. 

TAKE OUT /dro:/ v [T] past simp. drew, past part. 
drawn to remove something © /t was my turn to 
draw a card. 

DECIDE ON /dro:/ v [T] past simp. drew, past part. 
drawn to decide on something as a result of think- 
ing about it O We can draw some conclusions about 
the causes of this disease. 

CAUSE /dro:/ v [T] past simp. drew, past part. drawn 
to cause a reaction from someone © The criticism 
drew an angry response from the mayor. 
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EQUAL /dro:/ n[C] (in sports and games) a situation 
in which each side or team has equal points or is 
in an equal position and neither side wins © The 
hockey game ended in a draw, 2 to 2. 


IDIOMS with draw 


edraw a blank to fail to remember something © 
He said we'd met before, but | just drew a blank (= 
| did not remember him). 

e draw the line to put a limit on what you will do 
or allow to happen, esp. because you feel some- 
thing is wrong © I'll do whatever my company asks 
me to, but | draw the line when someone asks me to 
lie for them. 


PHRASAL VERBS with draw 


edraw out something LENGTHEN [M] to cause 
something to last longer than is usual or necessary 
© The trial was drawn out because of the need to 
translate everything. O Related adjective: DRAWN- 
OUT 

edraw out someone ENCOURAGE [M] to encour- 
age or persuade someone to express his or her 
thoughts and feelings © She was good at drawing 
out young people and getting them to talk about 
their fears and hopes. 

edraw up something PREPARE [M] to prepare 
something in writing, esp. plans or a formal doc- 
ument © The lawyers drew up a contract over the 
weekend. 

edraw yourself up STRAIGHTEN to make yourself 
stand straight with the shoulders back © She drew 
herself up like the Statue of Liberty and lifted anarm 
over her head. 


drawback /‘dro:-baek/ n [C] a disadvantage or 
problem; the negative part of a situation O One of 
the drawbacks of working for a big company is that 
you have to follow a lot of rules. 


drawer /dro:r, 'dro:-ar/ n[C] a wide but not very 
deep container, open at the top, that is part of a 
piece of furniture and that a person can pull partly 
out from its front to put things in and then push 
back to make it even with the front of the furniture 
© I keep my socks in the bottom drawer of my dresser. 


drawl /dro:l/ n[C] a way of speaking esp. in the 
southern US in which some vowel sounds are 
made longer and which therefore seems slower 
than usual © He had bright blue eyes and a beautiful 
southern drawl. 


drawn DRAW /dro:n/ past participle of DRAW 

TIRED /dr>:n/ adj (usually of the face) appearing 
tired and anxious or worried © He’s not as sick as 
he was, but he still looks thin and drawn. 


drawn-out adj lasting longer than is usual or 
necessary © We had another drawn-out discussion 
after the meeting ended. © Related verb: DRAW OUT 
LENGTHEN 


dread /dred/ n[U] extreme fear or anxiety about 
something that is going to happen or might hap- 
pen © a dread of drowning 
dread /dred/ v [T] © We dreaded hearing the re- 
sults of the blood tests. 


dreadful /‘dred-fal/ adj very bad © | realized | 
had committed a dreadful mistake. 
dreadfully /'dred-fa-li/ adv 


dreadlocks /‘dred:laks/ p/ na hairstyle in which 
long, tightly twisted lengths of hair hang down 


dream SLEEP /dri:m/ n[C] the activities, images, 
and feelings experienced by the mind during sleep 
0 In the dream | had last night, someone was chasing 
me, but | didn’t know who it was. 
dream /dri:m/ v past dreamed, dreamt © [1] What 
did you dream about last night? © [+ that clause] ! 
dreamed that | was in a boat on a big lake, and | 
was trying to get back to land. 
dreamily /‘dri:-ma-li/ adv in a way that suggests 
you are imagining something pleasant and not 
giving much attention to what is happening 
around you © When | mentioned Dave, Amanda 
smiled dreamily. 
dreamlike /‘dri:m-latk/ adj © There was a 
strange, dreamlike (= as if imagined while sleeping) 
quality to the crash, which seemed to happen in slow 
motion. 
dreamy /‘dri:-mi/ adj imagining something 
pleasant and not giving much attention to what is 
happening around you, or likely to behave this 
way often o The music put me into a dreamy mood 
and for a moment | forgot where | was. 


HOPE /dri:m/ n [C] 1 an event or condition that 
you hope for very much, although it is not likely 
to happen © It was his dream to be a dancer. 2 
Dream is sometimes used before a noun when you 
want to say that something is almost perfect: /f 
there were one more bedroom, it would be my dream 
house. 
dream /dri:m/ v [I] past dreamed, dreamt to de- 
sire something very much and hope that it hap- 
pens O Ever since that defeat, he had dreamed of 
revenge. 


WORD FAMILY dream 


Nouns 
Verbs 


dream Adjectives dream 
dreamlike 


dreamy 


dream 


Adverbs dreamily 


IDIOMS with dream 


edream come true something you have wanted 
very much for along time that has now happened 
© For her, making the Olympic team was a dream 
come true. 

esomeone would not dream of doing something 
someone would never do something, esp. because 
it would be wrong to do it 0 When | was your age, 
my parents wouldnt have dreamed of letting me stay 
out until 10:00 at night. 


PHRASAL VERB with dream 


edream up something [M] to invent something 
new by using a lot of imagination © The Gerbils is 
an odd name for a baseball team - who dreamed it 
up? 


dreary /‘drir-i/ adj unattractive and having noth- 
ing of any interest, and therefore likely to make 
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you sad © It was a gray, dreary day, with periods of 
rain. 


dredge /dred3/ v [T] to pull up a lot of sand or 
other things from the bottom of an area of water 
© The harbor is being dredged. 


PHRASAL VERB with dredge 


dredge up something [M] to mention something 
bad that happened in the past, so that people be- 
come aware of it again © Survivors of the disaster 
are still dredging up new fragments of their ordeal. 


dregs /dregz/ p/n 1 small, solid pieces that sink 
to the bottom of a liquid © coffee dregs 2 The dregs 
is the part of something that is considered unim- 
portant and unwanted: the dregs of society 


drench /drent{/ v[T] to make someone or some- 
thing extremely wet © The rain drenched my 
clothes. 


dress PIECE OF CLOTHING /dres/ n[C] a piece of 
clothing for a woman that covers the top of the 
body and part or all of the legs © Cindy wore a black 
dress to the party. 


PUT ON CLOTHES /dres/ v[I/T] 1 to put clothes on 
yourself or someone else, esp. a child © [T] She 
dresses the kids for school every day. 2 To dress is 
also to wear clothes of a particular type: [I] He al- 
ways dresses neatly. 
dress /dres/ n [U] clothes of a particular type or 
style 
dressed /drest/ adj wearing clothes, or wearing 
all your usual clothes © /’m getting dressed — I'll be 
ready in a minute. 
dressy /'dres-i/ adj (of clothing) suitable for for- 
mal occasions © | have some dressy shoes that | can 
wear to the wedding. 

SALAD /dres/ v [T] to add a liquid mixture, such as 
oil and vinegar, to a salad for additional flavor 
dressing /‘dres:1n/ n [C/U] SALAD DRESSING 

INJURY /dres/ v[T] to treat an injury by cleaning it 
and putting medicine or a covering on it © A doctor 
in the emergency room dressed the wound. 
dressing /'dres-1n/ n [C] a covering put on an 
injury, esp. when there has been bleeding through 
the skin © You have to change the dressing every day. 


WORD FAMILY dress 


Nouns dress 
dresser 


Adjectives dressed 
undressed 
dressy 


dressing 


dress 
undress 


Verbs 


PHRASAL VERBS with dress 


edress up WEAR FORMAL CLOTHES to wear more 
formal clothes than you usually wear © You don’t 
need to dress up for the party. 

edress up CHANGE APPEARANCE to change your 
appearance by wearing special or unusual clothes 
© The kids were all dressed up for the costume party. 
edress up (something) IMPROVE [M] to make 
something look better than it usually would © Satin 


and gold dress up a basic pair of jeans. © His record 
is a string of failures dressed up as victories. 


dress code n [C] a set of rules about clothing 
and appearance in a school or place of work 0 The 
school’s dress code does not permit anyone to wear 
jeans. 


dresser /‘dres-ar/ n [C] a piece of furniture with 
drawers, usually with a mirror on top, used esp. for 
keeping clothes in © / keep my socks in the bottom 
drawer of the dresser. 


dressing room n[C]aroom, esp. ina theater, 
where a person can dress and get ready for a 
performance 


dressy /'‘dres-i/ adj © See at DRESS PUTON 
CLOTHES 


drew /dru:/ past simple of DRAW 


dribble Move sLOWLY /‘drib-al/ v[I] 1 to move 
or happen slowly in small amounts or a few at a 
time © Customers dribbled in and out all day. 2 
When a liquid dribbles, it escapes slowly in small 
drops: Juice dribbled down the baby’s chin. 
dribble /‘drib-al/ n [C] © Water leaked from the 
tank in dribbles. 

MOVE BALL /'‘drib-al/ v [I/T] in BASKETBALL, to 
move a ball by using your hand to bounce it 
against the ground, or in SOCCER by kicking it 
repeatedly 

dribble /'drib-al/ n [C] © He took one dribble and 
then passed the ball. 


dribs 1DIoM /‘dribz/ 
ein dribs and drabs in small amounts, or a few at 
a time © The audience arrived in dribs and drabs. 


dried /draid/ past simple and past participle of dry, 
see at DRY NOT WET 


drier /‘drat-ar/ adj comparative of DRY © See also: 
DRYER at DRY NOT WET 


dries /draiz/ present simple of DRY 


drift MOVE /drift/ v [I] 1 to move slowly, esp. as 
a result of outside forces, with no control over di- 
rection © He stopped rowing and let the boat drift. 
2 Someone or something that drifts changes in a 
gradual way that seems to be controlled by out- 
side forces: | finally drifted off to sleep. 
drift /drift/ n [C] 1 a gradual change that seems 
to be controlled by outside forces © Many people 
experience a drift toward more conservative politics 
as they get older. 2 A drift is also a pile of something 
that is made larger by the force of the wind: The 
state police closed the highway because of deep snow 
drifts. 
drifter /‘drif-tar/ n [C] disapproving a person who 
moves from one place to another or from one job 
to another without any real purpose 

MEANING /drift/ n [U] the general meaning or 
message of something said or written © After a 
minute | caught his drift and grinned back. 


driftwood /'drif-twod/ n [U] wood floating in 
the sea or left on a beach by the action of ‘the 
waves 
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drill CUT A HOLE /dril/ v [I/T] to cut or dig a hole 
into something © [T] First, drill a small hole in the 
board. 
drill /dril/ n [C] a tool or machine that cuts or 
digs into something to make holes 

REPEATED ACTIVITY /dril/ n [C/U] practice involv- 
ing repetition of an activity in order to improve a 
skill, or a particular occasion for such practice © [C] 
For homework, complete the drill on irregular verbs 
on pages 30 through 35. 
drill /dril/ v [T] © The teacher drills them in arith- 
metic every day. 


PHRASAL VERB with drill 


edrill something into someone to tell something to 
someone again and again until the person knows 
it O This attention to detail is drilled into the top 
managers. 


drily /‘drat-li/ adv DRYLY © See at DRY AMUSING 


drink TAKELIQUID /drink/ v [I/T] past simp. 
drank, past part. drunk to take in and swallow an 
amount of liquid through the mouth © [T] She 
drinks a glass of orange juice every morning. 
drink /drink/ n [C/U] © [C] May | have a drink of 
water? 
drinker /'drin:kar/ n [C] a person who drinks (a 
stated type of liquid) © a coffee drinker 
drinking /‘drin-ktp/ n [U] 


WORD CHOICES drink = ah ut 


The verb have is often used instead of “drink.” 
Ill just have a cup of coffee before we go out. 
If someone drinks something taking only a 
small amount at a time, the verb sip is often 
used. 
She sipped the tea carefully because it was 
hot. 
The verb swig is often used when someone 
takes a large amount into their mouth. 
He was swigging soda from the bottle. 
When someone drinks something very quickly, 
you can use the verb gulp down. 
She gulped down the rest of her coffee and 
then left. 
The verb slurp can be used when someone 
drinks in a noisy way. 
The children were eating pizza and slurping 
lemonade. 


ALCOHOL /drink/ n [C] a liquid containing alcohol 
drink /drigk/ v [I] past simp. drank, past part. drunk 
to take in an alcoholic liquid 
drinker /'dr1qker/ n[C] a person who drinks liq- 
uids that contain alcohol, esp. regularly 


WORD FAMILY drink 


Nouns drink 
drinker 


Adjectives drunk 
drunken 


drink 


drinking 
drunk 
drunkenness 


Verbs 


PHRASAL VERB with drink 


edrink to something/someone (of two or more 
people) to hold your glasses up, often touch them 
together, and then drink from them to express 
your respect or good wishes for something or 
someone 0 Let’s drink to Jessica and wish her well in 
her new job. 


drinking fountain n [C] a device, usually in 
a public place, that can send up a flow of water 
for drinking 


drinking water n [U] water that is clean 
enough to drink 


drip /drip/ v[I/T] -pp- to fall in drops, or let liquid 
fall in drops © [I] The sweat dripped down his nose 
and cheeks. 
drip /drip/ n [C/U] © [U] He heard the drip of a 
leaky faucet. 
dripping /‘drip-1p/ adj [not gradable] © She ar- 
rived in a rainstorm, dripping wet (= with her clothes 
completely wet). 


drip-dry adj [not gradable] (of clothing) not 
needing IRONING (= using a device that presses it 
to make it flat) © a drip-dry shirt 


drive USE VEHICLE /dratv/ v[I/T] past simp. drove, 
past part. driven to travel in a motor vehicle, esp. 
as the person who operates it © [T] We drove 40 
miles to visit my aunt. © [|] She drove through Penn- 
sylvania to Ohio. © [|] She never learned how to drive 
(= operate a car). O [T] I'll drive you to the station 
(= take you there in my car). 
drive /dratv/ n [C] 1 We have a 200-mile drive 
ahead of us. 2 A drive is also a road for cars and is 
sometimes used as part of a name: Riverside Drive 
driver /‘drat-var/ n[C] © a bus driver 


USAGE —SS oe «Se 
drive or ride? 


If you operate a car, truck, bus, or train, you 
drive it. 


She drives a blue SUV. 
If you operate a bicycle, motorcycle, or horse, 
you ride it. 

My brother is learning to ride a bicycle. 


My brother-istearning-_to-drive-abieyele. 


FORCE /draiv/ v[T] past simp. drove, past part. driven 
to force someone or something to go somewhere 
or do something © He drove a nail into the wall. © 
He was driven (= His actions were caused) by greed. 
drive /dratv/ n [C/U] strong determination to do 
or achieve something © [U] Intelligence isn’t enough 
- you've got to have the drive to succeed. 
driving /'drat-vin/ adj [not gradable] 1 happen- 
ing with great power or force © They arrived in a 
driving rainstorm. 2 A driving force is the person or 
thing that is most important in making something 
happen: He was the driving force behind the new 
ballet company. 


PROVIDE POWER /dratv/ v [T] past simp. drove, past 
part. driven to provide the power to make a ma- 
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283 drop 


chine operate © The water pump is driven by a 
windmill. 

PLANNED EFFORT /draiv/ n [C] a planned, usually 
long-lasting, effort to achieve something © The uni- 
versity sponsored a blood drive (= effort to collect 
blood) for the Red Cross. 


WORD FAMILY drive 


Nouns drive 


Adjectives driving 


driver drive-by 
driving Verbs drive 
drive-in 


driveway 


IDIOMS with drive 


drive a hard bargain to strongly defend a posi- 
tion that is very much to your advantage when 
reaching an agreement © He drives a hard bargain, 
but we finally made a deal. 

e drive someone crazy, drive someone nuts/up the 
wall infmi to make someone upset or annoyed © 
We love our two-year-old, but sometimes she drives 
us crazy. O Be quiet! You're driving me up the wall! 


PHRASAL VERB with drive 


e drive at something to try to explain or say some- 
thing © | can’t understand what she’s driving at. 


drive-by adj [not gradable] happening or done 
while passing by in a vehicle 


drive-in n [C] a business or part of a business 
that you can use or visit while staying in your car 
© a drive-in restaurant © | deposited my check at the 
bank’s drive-in window. 


drivel /‘driv-al/ n [U] something written or said 
that is completely worthless; nonsense © The pa- 
pers are filled with drivel about movie stars. 


driver's license n [C] a document that allows 
you to drive a car or other motor vehicle legally © 
| got my driver’s license when | was 16. 


driveway /‘dratv-wei/ n[C] a short private road 
that leads from a street to a person’s house or GA- 
RAGE (= building where a car is kept) 


drizzle /‘driz-al/ n(U] a slight rain 0 We had fog 
and drizzle earlier, but now it’s sunny. 
drizzle /‘driz-al/ v [I] © It’s been drizzling on and 
off all day. 


droll /droul/ adj [-er/-est only] amusing in an un- 
usual way © | always loved his droll sense of humor. 


drone /droun/ n [U] a low, continuous noise © | 
could hear the drone of an airplane. 
drone /droun/ v[l] 1 The radio droned in the back- 
ground while we talked. 2 To drone on is to talk in 
a low voice that does not change and is considered 
boring. 


drool /dru:1/ v [I] 1 to have some SALIVA (= nat- 
ural, watery liquid) come out of the mouth © The 
baby drools and laughs, and it makes me happy. 2 
infm! To drool is also to show great interest and 
pleasure: Some businesspeople would drool at the 
thought of such low taxes. 


droop /dru:p/ v [I] to bend or hang down © The 
old woman sighed and pushed back a drooping 
strand of iron-gray hair. 


drop FALL /drap/ v [I/T] -pp- to fall intentionally 
or unintentionally, or to let something fall © [T] She 
dropped her keys ona table beside the door. © [l] The 
book dropped to the floor. © [I] (fig.) | was so ex- 
hausted that | was ready to drop (= to fall down). 
drop /drap/ n[C] 

LOWER /drap/ v [I/T] -pp- to move or change to a 
lower level, or to make something lower or less © 
[|] The temperature dropped nearly 50 degrees in 24 
hours. © [T] We are going to have to drop our prices. 
drop /drap/ n [U] © It’s a drop (= distance down) 
of over 150 feet from the top of the Niagara Falls. 

STOP /drap/ v[T] -pp- to stop something you were 
doing or planning to do © After winning a pay raise, 
the union dropped its other demands. © He was 
dropped from (= taken off) the team because of his 
grades. 

SMALL AMOUNT /drap/ n [C] a very small amount 
of a liquid © / just felt a drop of rain. 
dropper /'drap-ar/ n [C] a small tube with a 
rubber container at one end which is pressed and 
released to draw a liquid into the tube, and which 
can then be lightly pressed to release very small 
amounts of the liquid 


IDIOMS with drop 


ea drop in the bucket something small and un- 
important, esp. when compared with something 
else © We were paid about $50,000, but that was a 
drop in the bucket compared to what some other 
companies got. 

eat the drop of a hat easily, with little encour- 
agement © / hate to speak in public, but she’ll get 
up on stage at the drop of a hat. 

drop a hint to suggest something without saying 
it directly © He dropped a few hints about some gifts 
he‘d like to get. 

edrop dead 1 to die suddenly and unexpectedly 
2 infml |f you tell someone to drop dead, you are 
saying that you are very angry with that person. 
¢drop everything to immediately stop what you 
were doing in order to do something else 0 We 
realized we were late and had to drop everything and 
rush out the door. 

edrop the ball to fail to keep working to reach a 
goal © Public schools have dropped the ball when it 
comes to teaching kids about art and music. 


PHRASAL VERBS with drop 


¢drop by (somewhere) to come to see someone, 
sometimes at a stated place, usually briefly and 
without a specific invitation © He dropped by the 
woman's house to ask for money. © The publisher 
told the writers they should drop by if they ever 
wanted a newspaper job. 

edrop in to come for a visit, esp. without having 
received an invitation for a specific time © Drop in 
whenever you're in the neighborhood. 

edrop off BEGIN TO SLEEP to begin to sleep © | 
must have dropped off during the show, because |! 
don’t remember how it ended. 
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edrop off something/someone LEAVE [M] to take 
someone or something, esp. by car, to a particular 
place © I’m about to leave — can! drop you off some- 
where on my way home? 

e drop out to stop going to school before finishing 
the course of instruction © He dropped out of school 
when he was 16. © Related noun: DROPOUT 


droplet /‘drap-lat/ n [C] a very small drop of a 
liquid 


dropout /‘drap-aut/ n [C] a student who leaves 
school before finishing the course of instruction © 
As a high school dropout he'll never get a decent job. 
© Related verb: DROP OUT 


droppings /‘drap-1gz/ pi n excrement pro- 
duced by animals or birds © We found mouse drop- 
pings in the garage. 


drought /dravt/ n [C/U] a long period when 
there is little or no rain 


drove /drouv/ past simple of DRIVE 


droves /drouvz/ pl n large numbers © Local re- 
porters arrived in droves. 


drown /draun/ v [I/T] 1 to die by being under 
water and unable to breathe, or to kill someone 
by causing this to happen © [I] He drowned in a 
boating accident. 2 to have or experience too 
much of something: [always + adv/prep] drowning 
in debt/sorrow 


PHRASAL VERB with drown 


e drown out something [M] (of a sound) to be loud 
enough to block the sound of something else © 
The sound of the telephone was drowned out by the 
vacuum Cleaner. 


drowsy /'dravu:zi/ adj feeling sleepy esp. when it 
is not the usual time to sleep © The room is so warm 
it’s making me drowsy. 
drowsiness /'‘drau-zi:-nas/ n [U] 


drubbing /‘drab-1n/ n[C usually sing] a beating 
or bad defeat, esp. in a sports competition 


drudgery /'drad3-a-ri/ n [U] hard, boring work 
© Cleaning the oven is sheer drudgery. 


drug MEDICINE /drag/ n[C] any chemical that is 
used as a medicine © over-the-counter/prescription 
drugs 
drug /drag/ v [T] -gg- to give a person or animal 
a chemical that causes a loss of feeling or the con- 
dition of being unconscious © He couldn't talk to 
us because he had been drugged. 
druggist /‘drag-ast/ n [C] a PHARMACIST 
ILLEGAL SUBSTANCE /drag/ n [C/U] a chemical or 
other substance that is illegally used, sometimes 
to improve performance in an activity or because 
a person cannot stop using it 


drugstore /‘drag-sto:r, -stour/ n[C] a store that 
sells medicines and usually other goods, esp. prod- 
ucts relating to cleaning and caring for the body 


drum INSTRUMENT /dram/ n [C] a musical in- 
strument, usually with a skin stretched over the 


end of a hollow tube or bow\, played by hitting 
with the hand or a stick 

drum /dram/ v [Il] -mm- to make a rhythmic 
sound by hitting repeatedly © The rain drummed 
on the tin roof. 

drummer /‘dram-ar/ n[C] a musician who plays 
a drum 


CONTAINER /dram/ n [C] a large, cylindrical con- 
tainer usually used for storing liquids © an oil drum 


PHRASAL VERBS with drum 


edrum something into someone to teach some- 
thing to someone by frequent repeating © The 
teacher drummed the names of the state capitals into 
our heads. 

edrum someone out of something to remove 
someone from a job, group, etc. because of some- 
thing bad the person has done © The chairman was 
drummed out of office. 

edrum up something [M] to encourage the devel- 
opment of something © I’m making calls to drum 
up some business. 


drumstick FOR DRUM /‘dram-stik/ n[C] a stick 
for beating a drum 


BIRD MEAT /'dram:stik/ n[C] the lower part of the 
leg of a TURKEY (= large bird) or chicken eaten as 
food © turkey drumsticks 


drunk tiQuiD /dragk/ past participle of DRINK 


TOO MUCH ALCOHOL /drank/ adj unable to behave 
correctly or as usual because of drinking too much 
alcohol 
drunk /dragk/ n[C] a person who regularly drinks 
too much alcohol 
drunken /'dran:kan/ adj under the influence of 
alcohol, or a situation in which a lot of alcohol has 
been drunk 
drunkenness /'drag-kan-nas/ n [U] 


drunk driving n[U] the act of driving a motor 
vehicle after drinking too much alcohol 


dry NOT WET /drai/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 without 
water or liquid in, on, or around something © Are 
the clothes dry yet? 2 \f hair or skin is dry, it lacks 
natural oils: Do you have a shampoo for dry hair? 3 
If the weather is dry, there is very little water in the 
air and no chance of rain. 
dry /drat/ v [I/T] dries, pres. part. drying, past dried 
© [I] | can’t go out until my hair dries. © [T] The 
woman dried her hands on a towel and returned to 
the table. © [I] If you don’t keep food covered, it dries 
out. 
dryer, drier /'drat-ar/ n[C] a machine that makes 
wet things dry © a hair/clothes dryer 
dryness /'‘drat-nas/ n [U] 

NO ALCOHOL /drai/ adj [not gradable] (of a place) 
not permitting alcoholic drinks to be sold 


NOT INTERESTING /drat/ adj [-er/-est only] not in- 
teresting or exciting © The book is packed with in- 
formation but it is a little dry. 


AMUSING /drai/ adj [-er/-est only] amusing in a way 
that is not obvious © a dry wit 
dryly, drily /'drat-li/ adv © Thanks for the warning, 
Tachi said dryly. 
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dry-clean v [1/7] to clean clothes with chemi- 
cals, not water 
dry-cleaning adj [not gradable] © There are 
about 150,000 dry-cleaning machines in the world. 


dry cleaner, dry cleaners n [C] a store where 
clothes are cleaned with chemicals 


dry cleaning n [U] clothes that you take to or 
pick up from a DRY CLEANER 


dry run /'drat'ran/ n [C] an occasion in which 
you practice a particular activity or performance in 
preparation for the real event © We had a dry run 
of the inauguration ceremony yesterday. 


DSL n [U] abbreviation for digital subscriber line (= a 
system for sending and receiving information at 
high speeds over ordinary telephone lines ) © In 


some respects, DSL is superior to cable for Internet _ 


access. 


dual /'du:-al/ adj [not gradable] 1 having two 
parts, or combining two things © This room serves 
a dual purpose — it’s both a study and a guest room. 
2 Someone with dual citizenship is a citizen of two 
countries at the same time. 


dub NAME /dab/ v[T] -bb- to give something or 
someone a particular name, esp. describing what 
you think of that person or thing © At age 27 Ella 
Fitzgerald was dubbed “The First Lady of Swing.” 


CHANGE /dab/ v [T] -bb- to use different voices, 
sounds, or images in a movie, television program, 
recording, etc., to replace others made originally 
or as added parts © She is no singer, and her rock 
‘n’ roll numbers were dubbed. © The scenery is 
dubbed into the CD-ROM movie using computer- 
graphics software. 


dubious /'du:-bi:-as/ adj 1 probably not true or 
not completely true; doubtful © The team had the 
dubious distinction of ranking 31st in the league. 2 
Dubious can also mean not to be trusted, or not 
completely moral: a dubious character 


duchess /‘datJ-as/ n [C] (in some countries) the 
title of a woman who has a very high social rank, 
or who is the wife of a DUKE, or the person of that 
rank 


duck BIRD /dak/ n[C/U] a bird that lives by water 
and has short legs with WEBBED feet (= feet with 
toes joined by skin), or the meat of this bird 


MOVE /dak/ v[I/T] 1 to move your head or the top 
part of your body quickly down, esp. to avoid be- 
ing hit © [T] Duck your head or you'll bang it on the 
door frame. © [|] She ducked below the surface of the 
rippling water. 2 To duck is also to move quickly to 
a place, esp. in order not to be seen: [I] When he 
saw them coming, he ducked into a store. 3 To duck 
a subject or question is to avoid it: [T] He accused 
the president of ducking the issue of campaign fi- 
nance reform. 


duct /dakt/ n [C] 1 a tube or pipe in a building 
that carries liquid or air or protects wires © Air con- 
ditioning requires ventilating ducts. 2 A duct is also 
a narrow tube in the body that carries a liquid: tear 
ducts 


ductility /dak'til-at-i/ n [U] chemistry the abil- 
ity of a substance such as a metal to be stretched 
or shaped without breaking 


dud /dad/ n[C] something that is not successful 
or is of little value © The movie turned out to be a 
dud. 


dude /du:d/ n [C] slang any man, or one who 
comes from a city and dresses in a stylish way 


dude ranch n [Cj a place to go for a vacation 
where activities such as riding horses are offered 


due OWED /du:/ adj [not gradable] owed as a 
debt or as a right © I’m due a refund for the sweater 
I returned, © Our thanks are due to everyone who 
gave so generously. © The rent is now due (= should 
be paid). 
dues /du:z/ p/n the official payments you make 
to an organization that you belong to © Members 
of the club pay $50 in annual dues. 

EXPECTED /du:/ adj [not gradable] expected (to 
happen, arrive, etc.) at a particular time © What 
time is the next train due? © [+ to infinitive] The 
meeting is now due to take place next week. 


RESULTING /du:/ adj Due to can mean because of: 
Due to computer problems, the checks will be late. © 
The flight was canceled due to bad weather. 


USUAL/CORRECT /du:/ adj [not gradable] accord- 
ing to the usual custom or the correct process © 
Phillips took due note of the key statistics. © In due 
course the business became a real money maker. 
duly /'du:-li/ adv [not gradable] © duly elected of- 
ficials © Duly signed by the president, the bill will 
become law. 

STRAIGHT /du:/ adv [not gradable] (of north, 
south, east, or west) exactly, straight © They 
headed due north. 


WORD FAMILY due 


Nouns Adverbs due 
duly 


unduly 


dues 


Adjectives due 
undue 


duel /‘du:-al/ n [C] a formal fight, using guns or 
SWORDS (= weapons with long, sharp blades), ar- 
ranged esp. in the past between two people to 
decide an argument 


due process, short form of due process of law n 
[C usually sing] politics & government a citizen's 
fair treatment within the rules of a government's 
legal system 


duet /du:'et/ n [C] two people who sing or play 
musical instruments together, or a piece of music 
written for two people © Compare QUARTET; 
QUINTET; TRIO 


duffel bag, duffle bag /‘daf-al ,baeg/ n [C] a 
strong bag with a round bottom, often with a 
string or strap at the top that is used to close it and 
to carry it 


dug /dag/ past simple and past participle of DIG 


dugout /'dag-avt/ n[C] a shelter where baseball 
players sit when they are not on the field 
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duh /da/ exclamation slang used to express your 
belief that what was said was extremely obvious © 
“A lot of people care about money.” “Well, duh.” 


DUI / di: ju:'at/ n [U] law, abbreviation for driving 
under the influence (= driving while affected by 
more than the legal amount of alcohol) 


du jour /da'zur/ adj [only after n] (of food in a 
restaurant) the particular type available today © 
The soup du jour is tomato rice. 


duke /du:k/ n [C] (in some countries) a title of a 
man who has a very high social rank or who Is the 
ruler of a small, independent country, or the per- 
son himself 


dull BORING /dal/ adj [-er/-est only] not interest- 
ing or exciting; boring © Many of the courtroom 
events were dull and routine. © The lecture was dry, 
dull, and full of statistics. 


NOT BRIGHT /dal/ adj [-er/-est only] not clear, 
bright, or shiny © The day started off dull and over- 
cast with a threat of showers. 


NOT SHARP /dal/ adj [-er/-est only] (esp. of sound 
or pain) not sharp or clear © a dull knife © | heard 
a dull thud from the kitchen. © She felt a dull ache 
at the back of her head. 
dull /dal/ v[T] © Lack of sleep will dull your reflexes. 


duly /'du:-li/ adv [not gradable] © See at DUE 
USUAL/CORRECT 


dumb stuPiD /dam/ adj [-er/-est only] infmi stu- 
pid © Don’t say anything — just act/play dumb (= 
pretend to be stupid or not to know something). 
SILENT /dam/ adj [not gradable] permanently or 
temporarily unable to speak 


dumbbell /‘dam-bel/ n [C] a short metal bar 
with a weight on each end that you lift up and 
down to strengthen your arms and shoulders 


dumbfounded /'dam ,faun-dad, dam 'faun-/ 
adj [not gradable] so shocked and surprised that 
you cannot speak © Ray is dumbfounded at the 
questions. 


dummy MODEL /'‘dam.i/ n [C] a large model of 
a human 0 They use crash-test dummies in order to 
improve safety equipment in cars. 


NOT REAL /'dam-i/ adj [not gradable] not real but 
having a similar appearance to something else © 
They set up a dummy corporation to try to hide their 
identities. 


STUPID PERSON /'dam-i/ n[C] a stupid or silly per- 
son © Taxpayers are not dummies, and they are go- 
ing to know how politicians are trying to fool them. 


dump /damp/ v [T] to put down or drop some- 
thing heavy without caring where it goes, or to get 
rid of something or someone no longer wanted © 
The ship was accused of dumping garbage over- 
board. © She missed too many rehearsals and was 
dumped from the cast. 
dump /damp/, garbage dump n [C] 1 a place 
where people are allowed to leave their garbage © 
You have to bring household garbage to the town 
dump. 2 infm! A dump is also any place that is 
messy or that you do not like because it is of low 
quality: Why are you staying in this dump? 


dumpling /‘dam-plin/ n [C] a small ball of 
DOUGH (= flour and water mixed together) cooked 
and eaten with soup or meat, or a filling of fruit, 
meat, or vegetables covered with dough and 
steamed, baked, or fried 


dumps idiom /damps/ 
ein the dumps not successful 0 The team has been 
in the dumps all season. 


Dumpster /‘dam-star/ n [C] trademark a large, 
metal container into which people put garbage or 
building waste, and which is brought to and taken 
away from a place by a special truck when 
requested 


dump truck n [C] a truck with an open con- 
tainer at the back that can be raised at an angle so 
that its load falls out 


dumpy /‘dam:pi/ adj short and fat © Does this 
dress make me look dumpy? 


dune /du:n/, sand dune n[C] a hill of sand beside 
a beach or in a desert 


dung /dan/ n [U] solid excrement from animals, 
esp. cattle and horses; MANURE 


dungarees /,dan-ge'ri:z/ pl n pants or work 
clothes made of DENIM (= strong cotton cloth) 


dungeon /‘dan-d3en/ n [C] an underground 
prison 


dunk /dank/ v[T] 1 to put a cookie, bread, pastry, 
etc. into a liquid such as coffee or soup for a short 
time before eating it © She dunked her doughnut in 
her coffee. 2 If you dunk a person, you push the 
person under water: The kids in the pool kept dunk- 
ing one another. 3 \f you dunk a BASKETBALL, you 
score by jumping high enough to throw the ball 
down through the goal. 


dunno /da'nou/ exclamation not standard (spelled 
the way it is sometimes spoken) | don’t know © 
“Where are we exactly?” “Dunno.” 


duo /'du:-ou/ n [C] pi duos a pair, esp. of musi- 
cians or other performers 


dupe /du:p/ v[T] to cheat someone by telling lies 
or by deceiving the person © They duped me into 
giving them money by saying it would go to charity. 
dupe /du:p/ n[C] someone who has been tricked 
© an innocent dupe 


duplex /'‘du:-pleks/ n [C] a house having two 
separate apartments, each with its own entrance 


duplex apartment n [C] an apartment on 
two floors of a building 


duplicate /'du:-pli kert/ v [T] to make an exact 
copy of something © Businesses should make sure 
important records and files are duplicated and stored 
in another location. 
duplicate /'du:-pli-kat/ adj [not gradable] © a 
duplicate key 
duplicate /'du:-plt-kat/ 1 [C] 1 / lost the original 
form so they sent me a duplicate. 2 \f a form is in 
duplicate, an exact copy has been made of it: The 
application has to be completed in duplicate. 

uplication /,du:- pli 'ker- fan/ n [U] 
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durable /‘dur-a-bal/ aaj able to last a long time 
without being damaged 
durability /,dur-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] © The fabric is 
the perfect blend for comfort, breathability and 
durability. 

durable goods p/n items like cars and home 
APPLIANCES (= large pieces of equipment for the 
home) that are intended to last several years 


duration © /du'rer-fan/ n [U] the length of 
time that something lasts © He planned a stay of 
two years’ duration. 


duress /du'res/ n[U] threats used to force a per- 
son to do something © He signed the contract under 
duress. 


during THROUGH /'dur-in/ prep from the begin- 
ning to the end of (a particular period) © They work 
during the night and sleep by day. 


USAGE : = 
during or for? 
Use during to talk about a period of time when 
something happens. 
I’m at work during the day, so it’s better to 
call in the evening. 
Please don’t take photos during the 
performance. 


Use for to say how long something happens or 
continues. 


I've been in Chicago for six months now. 
We waited for an hour and then left. 


We-waited-during-an-hour-and-therett. 


AT SOME POINT IN /'dur-1n/ prep at some time be- 
tween the beginning and the end of (a period) © 
We hope to spend some weekends in the country dur- 
ing the summer. 


dusk /dask/ n[U] the time just before night when 
the day is losing its light but it is not yet dark 


dust /dast/ n [U] dry dirt in the form of powder 
that covers surfaces inside a building, or very small 
dry pieces of earth, sand, or other substances © The 
furniture was covered with dust. 
dust /dast/ v [I/T] to remove dry dirt in the form 
of powder from a surface © [1/T] / was dusting (her 
desk) when I noticed the piece of paper. 
dusty /'das:ti/ adj © Piles of dusty books lay on the 
floor. 


PHRASAL VERB with dust 


¢ dust off something [M] to prepare something for 
use after it has not been used for a long time © 
Winter is coming, so dust off your skis. 


dust jacket n[C] a sheet of stiff paper, often in 
color, wrapped around the cover of a book to pro- 
tect and advertise it 


duty RESPONSIBILITY /‘du:t-i/ n [C/U] 1 some- 
thing that you have to do because it is part of your 
job, or something that you feel is the right thing 
to do © [U] foe is still on jury duty. © [C] Nobody 
likes it, but we have a duty to pay taxes. © [C] One 
of her duties was to see that all the merchandise was 


locked away. 2 To be on duty is to be actively work- 
ing on your job: The two policemen on duty that 
night were officers Marks and Tobin. 
dutiful /‘du:t-1-fal/ adj (of a person) obedient or 
(of an action) done because it is necessary or ex- 
pected © a dutiful child 

TAX /'du:t-i/ n [C/U] a tax paid to the government, 
esp. on things that you bring into a country 


duty-free adj [not gradable] sold without any 
tax added, esp. at airports 


DVD n [C] abbreviation for digital video disk or dig- 
ital versatile disk (= a disk that can store large 
amounts of sound, movies, games, and 
information) 


dwarf SMALL PERSON /dwo:rf/ n [C] a person 
who ts much smaller than the usual size, or (in sto- 
ries for children) a creature like a little man, esp. 
one having magical powers 
dwarf /dwa:rf/ v [T] to make something seem 
small by comparison © This year’s budget dwarfs all 
previous ones. 

STAR /dwo:rf/ n [C] earth science any of a group 
of stars that, compared to other stars, are not very 
large or bright, including the sun 


dweeb /dwi:b/ n [C] slang a person who is phys- 
ically and socially awkward and lacks confidence 


dwell /dwel/ v [I always + adv/prep] past dwelt, 
dwelled fm/ to live in a place or in a particular way 
© She dwelt in South Africa for ten years. 
dweller /'dwel-ar/ n [C] a person who lives in a 
particular type of place © city dwellers 
dwelling /‘dwel-in/ n[C] fmia place where peo- 
ple live © The house was a modest one-story 
dwelling. 


PHRASAL VERB with dwell 


e dwell on something to think or talk about some- 
thing a lot of the time © “Let’s not dwell on the 
past,” she said. 


DWI n [U] Jaw, abbreviation for driving while intox- 
icated (= driving while affected by more than the 
legal amount of alcohol) 


dwindle /'dwin-d®l/ v{I] to become less in num- 
ber or smaller © The community had dwindled to a 
tenth of its former size. 


dye /dai/ v [T] pres. part. dyeing, past dyed to 
change the color of something using a special liq- 
uid © He dyed his hair black. 
dye /da1/ n[C/U] a liquid substance for changing 
the color of things © [U] She dipped the material 
into the dye. 


dyed-in-the-wool adj having opinions that 
are very strong and do not change © My parents 
are dyed-in-the-wool liberals. 


dying /‘dai-in/ present participle of DIE 


dynamic © /dat'nzem-ik/ adj having a lot of 
ideas and enthusiasm; energetic and forceful O a 
dynamic person 
dynamically © /dat'nzem-1-kli/ adv 
dynamism /'‘dai-na,miz-am/ n [U] 
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dynamics © /dat'nzem-tks/ p/n 1 forces that 
produce movement or change © The fight for the 
leadership revealed a lot about the group’s dynamics. 
2 physics Dynamics is also the scientific study of 
the forces that produce movement. 3 music Dy- 
namics are how loud or soft music is sung or 
played, or the words and signs that show this. 


dynamite /‘dat-na,mait/ n [U] 1 a type of ex- 
plosive © a stick of dynamite 2 A subject can be 
called dynamite if it could have a sudden and im- 
portant influence on the way many people think 
or feel: The Social Security issue is political dynamite. 
dynamite /'da-na,mait/ v [T] to use dynamite 
to destroy or break apart something in an explo- 
sion © A work crew dynamited the concrete pillars. 


dynamo /‘dat-na ,mou/ n[C] pi dynamos a de- 

vice that changes energy of movement into 
electrical energy © (fig.) She’s a real dynamo 
(= energetic force). 


dynasty /‘dat-na-sti, -,nzes-ti/ n [C] politics & 
government a series of rulers or leaders who are 
all from the same family, or a period when a coun- 
try is ruled by them 


dysentery /'dis-an ,ter-i/ n [U] an infectious dis- 
ease of the bowels that causes the contents to be 
excreted more often and in a more liquid form 
than usual 


dysfunction /dis'fagk-fan/ n [U] failure to op- 
erate or work well © Lab tests indicate he has some 
liver dysfunction. 
dysfunctional /dis 'fagk: fan-9l/ adj © a dysfunc- 
tional family 


dyslexia /dis'lek-si:-o/ n [U] medical a difficulty 
with reading and writing often including a per- 
son’s inability to see the difference between some 
letter shapes 
dyslexic /dis'lek-stk/ adj medical 
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Ee 


E LETTER, e /i:/ n[C] p/E’s, Es, e’s, es the fifth letter 


of the English alphabet 


E. EAST adj, n[U] abbreviation for EAST or EASTERN 
MUSICAL NOTE /i:/ n [C/U] p/E’s, Es music in West- 
ern music, the third note in the SCALE (= series of 
notes) that begins on the note C, or a set of notes 
based on this note 


@- /i:/ prefix abbreviation for ELECTRONIC © e-com- 
merce O e-mail 


each /i:t{/ adv [not gradable] every thing, person, 
etc., in a group of two or more, considered sepa- 


rately © There are five leaflets — please take one of 


each. © Each of the brothers has a different person- 
ality. © It’s 500 miles each way. © The bill comes to 
$80, so that’s $20 each. 


each other /i:'t{nd-ar/, one another pronoun 
(not used as the subject of a sentence) the other 
person, or any or all the other people in a group 
© The couple kept looking at each other and smiling. 
© They’re always wearing each other's clothes. 


eager /'i:-gar/ adj (not gradable] having or show- 
ing desire or interest © Lots of eager volunteers re- 
sponded to the appeal for help. 
eagerly /‘i:-gar-li/ adv [not gradable] 
eagerness /'i:-gar-nas/ n (U] 


WORD CHOICES eager 


Avid can be used about someone who is ex- 
tremely eager or interested. 


He took an avid interest in the project. 
an avid football fan 
If someone is eager to be involved in something, 
you could describe that person as enthusiastic. 
He was very enthusiastic about the idea of 
moving to Spain. 
The phrases be dying to do something or be 
dying for something mean “to be extremely ea- 
ger to do or have something.” 
I’m dying to hear your news. 
I’m dying for a glass of water. 
Someone who is raring to do something is very 
eager to start something. 
I've bought all the paint and I'm raring to get 
started on the decorating. 
Someone who accepts something in a very ea- 
ger way can be said to jump at it. 
She jumped at the chance of a trip to Paris. 


eagle /'i:-gal/ n [C] a large, strong bird with a 
curved beak that eats meat and has good sight 


ear BODY PART /ir/ n[C] either of the two organs 
in the head by which people or animals hear 
sounds, or the part of this organ that is outside the 
head 

PLANT PART /ir/ n[C] the top part of a grain plant, 
such as wheat, which contains the seeds © an ear 
of corn 


IDIOM with ear 


ean ear for something good at hearing, repeating, 
or understanding music or languages © He realized 
he had an ear for languages, and decided to study 
abroad. 


earache /'1r-erk/ n (C] a pain inside your ear 


eardrum /'1r-dram/ n([C] a thin piece of tissue 
inside the ear that allows you to hear 


earful /‘1r-ful/ n [U] angry, complaining speech 
0 Id better not be late for practice or the coach will 
give me an earful. 


earlobe /‘1r-loub/ n [C] the soft, round part at 
the bottom of the ear 


early /'3r-li/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] near the be- 
ginning of (a period of time), or before the usual, 
expected, or planned time © / got up early this 
morning to walk the dog. © Sheena’s in her early 
thirties. O She arrived early for the interview. © If you 
finish early (= before the end of the allowed time) 
you can go home. © Detroit has been an automotive 
center since the early days/years (= the beginning 
time) of car manufacturing. © Here’s a dish | pre- 
pared earlier (= | made a short time ago). © It was 
a great race for Needles, who took the lead early on 
(= soon after the start). © Compare LATE NEAR THE 
END; LATE AFTER 


IDIOM with early 


ethe early bird gets the worm, the early bird 
catches the worm the person who arrives first is 
the one who is successful © We’ll want to be at the 
theater early for the best seats — the early bird gets 
the worm! 


early bird n[C]a person who gets up or arrives 
early 


earmark /‘1r-mark/ v [T] to intend something 
for a particular purpose © Ten thousand dollars of 
this year’s budget is earmarked for the renovation of 
the building. 


earmuffs /'tr-mafs/ p/n a pair of warm pieces 
of material that cover the ears and that are con- 
nected by a curved strip that goes over the head 


earn /3rn/ v [T] to receive money as payment for 
work that you do, or to get something that you 
deserve because of your abilities or actions © [T] 
This month’s raise means that I'll be earning 
$45,000 a year. © [T] After all the work I’ve done, 
I’ve earned a vacation. 
earner /'3r-nar/ n [C] someone or something 
that earns money © tax credit programs for low- 
wage earners 
earnings /'3r-nigz/ pln the amount of money 
that you are paid for the work you do, or the profit 
that a company makes 


WORD FAMILY earn 
Verbs 


Nouns earner 
earnings 


earn 
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a all) ne 


earnest /'3r-nast/ adj [not gradable] 1 sincere 
and serious © She made an earnest attempt to con- 
vert me to her point of view. 2 \f something is done 
in earnest, it is done seriously. © Work on the build- 
ing began, in earnest, in late spring. 
earnestly /'sr-nas-tli/ adv [not gradable] 
earnestness /'3r-nast-nas/ n [U] 


earphones /‘1r-founz/ p/n an electrical device 
that fits over your ears, allowing you to listen to a 
radio or STEREO 


earring /‘1r-rin/ n [C] a piece of jewelry, usually 
one of a pair, worn in a hole in the ear or fixed to 
the ear by a fastener 


earshot /'1r-jat/ n [U] the range of distance 
within which you can be heard or hear what some- 
one is saying © | hope the boss was well out of ear- 
shot when you made that nasty remark. 


ear-splitting adj extremely loud 


earth PLANET /3r9/ n[U] the planet third in order 
of distance from the sun, after Venus and before 
Mars; the world on which we live © Earth looks in- 
credibly beautiful from space. © His trainer called him 
the greatest boxer on earth (= in the world). > Pic- 
ture: solar system 
earthly /'3ré-li/ adj [not gradable] happening in 
or related to the physical world or real life © All my 
earthly possessions are in that moving van. 


SUBSTANCE /3r6/ n [U] the loose substance of 
which a large part of the surface of the ground is 
made, and in which plants can grow; the land sur- 
face of the earth rather than the sky or sea O The 
plowed earth looked dark and fertile. 
earthy /'3r-6i/ adj of or relating to earth O The 
cabin has an earthy smell. 


WORD FAMILY earth 


Nouns earth 


Adjectives earthy 
earthly 
unearthly 


Verbs unearth 


IDIOM with earth 


eon earth infm! in any conditions; of all possible 
things © How on earth did this happen? © What on 
earth is that awful noise? © Compare IN THE WORLD 
at WORLD IDIOMS © USAGE: Used after the ques- 
tion words how, what, when, where, who, and 
why to emphasize that you are very suprised or 
annoyed. 


earthly /'sr@-li/ adj [not gradable] (used in ques- 
tions or negatives) possible © What earthly reason 
can she have for being so rude? 


earthquake /'3re-kwerk/ n[C] earth science a 
sudden, violent movement of the earth’s surface, 
often causing damage and sometimes deaths 


earthshaking /'3r6 fat-a-rn/, earth-shatter- 
ing adj extremely important or great in effect © 
Earthshaking reforms are unlikely in the near future. 


earthworm /'3r6-w3rm/ n [C] a common type 
of WORM (= small animal with a long, narrow, soft 
body), that moves through the earth 


earthy /'sr-¢i/ adj enjoying and being honest or 
clear about things connected to life, such as the 
body and emotions © Some readers may not like his 
earthy humor. 


ease LESSEN /i:z/ v [I/T] to make or become less 
severe, difficult, unpleasant, or painful o [T] These 
pills should ease the pain. 


MOVE /i:z/ v [I/T] to move something slowly and 
carefully in a particular direction or into a partic- 
ular position © [I] | eased through the crowd to the 
stage. 

EASY EFFORT /i:z/ n [U] 1 freedom from difficulty, 
effort, or pain © She won the match with ease (= 
without difficulty). 0 He felt completely at ease (= 
relaxed and comfortable) with them. 2 Soldiers 
who are at ease stand in a slightly relaxed position 
with their feet apart and their hands behind their 
back. 


WORD FAMILY ease 


Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


ease 
unease 


ease 


easily 
uneasily 
easy 


Adjectives 


easy 
uneasy 


PHRASAL VERBS with ease 


eease up STOP to gradually stop or become less 
O At last the rain began to ease up. 

eease up TREAT BETTER to treat someone less se- 
verely © If his father doesn’t ease up on him, he’s 
going to leave home. 


easel /'i:-zal/ n [C] a frame, usually with three 
legs, that holds a picture, esp. one that an artist is 
painting or drawing 


outer core 


inner core 
crust 


EARTH 
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eat 


————— a es, ee eee 


easily /'i:-za-li/ adv [not gradable] © See at EASY 
NOT DIFFICULT 


east /i:st/, abbreviation E. n [U] 1 the direction 
where the sun rises in the morning that is opposite 
west, or the part of an area or country that is in 
this direction © The points of the compass are north, 
south, east, and west. O Most of the state’s heavy 
industry is in the east. 2 The East is Asia, esp. its 
eastern and southern parts: She spent her childhood 
in the East, mostly in China and Japan. 3 |n the US, 
the East is the part of the country east of the Mis- 
Sissippi River. 
east /i:st/, abbreviation E. adj, adv [not gradable] o 
the east bank © Texas is east of New Mexico. 
easterly /‘i:-star-li/ adj toward or near the east © 
an easterly direction 
eastern /‘i:-starn/, abbreviation E. adj [not grada- 
ble] © Milwaukee is in the eastern part of Wisconsin. 
easterner /'i:-star-nar, -sta-nar/ n [C] a person 
from the eastern part of a country, or (in the US) 
a person from the part of the country east of the 
Mississippi River 
eastward /'i:s-tward/ adj [not gradable] toward 
the east © the eastward trail 
eastward /'‘i:s:tward/, eastwards /‘i:s:twardz/ 
adv [not gradable] toward the east © The storm 
moved eastward toward Florida. 


WORD FAMILY east 


Nouns east 
easterner 


Adjectives east 
easterly 
eastern 
eastward 


Adverbs east 
eastward 


East coast n [U] (in the US) the area near the 
Atlantic Ocean, from Maine to Florida 


Easter /'i:-star/ n [C usually sing] a Christian re- 
ligious holiday that celebrates Jesus Christ's return 
to life 


Easter egg n[C] an egg with a painted or deco- 
rated shell 


easy NOT DIFFICULT /'i:-zi/ adj, advneeding little 
effort; not difficult © She looked through the test 
trying to find an easy question. © Would a 10 a.m. 
appointment be easier for you? © [+ to infinitive] She 
is very easy to talk to. © Let’s run the last two miles 
at an easy (= not fast) pace. 
easily /'i:-za-li/ adv © Ever since his surgery he tires 
very easily (= more quickly than usual). 


WORD CHOICES easy 


If something is easy to do or understand, we 
often use the adjectives simple or straight- 
forward. 
The recipe is so simple — you just mix all the 
ingredients together. 
It seems like a fairly straightforward 
assignment. 
If a machine or system is easy to use, we often 
describe it as user-friendly. 
This latest version of the software is much 
more user-friendly. 
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In informal situations there are also some fixed 
expressions you can use to say that something 
is very easy to do, for example: 

My last exam was a piece of cake. 

Once we reached the main road the trip was 

clear sailing. 

In informal situations, you can use the word 
cushy if you think that someone’s job or situa- 
tion is too easy and you do not approve. 

He has a very cushy job in an office. 


COMFORTABLE /"i:-zi/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] free 
from worry, pain, or trouble; comfortable or calm 
© With three children to support, her life has been far 
from easy. © | don’t feel easy about leaving him alone 
in the house all day. 


IDIOMS with easy 


e easier said than done easy to suggest, but much 
more difficult to make happen © “Why don’t you 
just ask your dad to give you the money?” “That's 
easier said than done.” 

(as) easy as pie very easy © For Judy, getting a 
pilot’s license was easy as pie — she seemed to have 
a natural talent for it. 

eeasy does it do it slowly and carefully © “Can [ 
put it down now?” “Yes, but it’s fragile so easy does 
ie 

ethe easy way out the easiest but not the best 
way of doing something, esp. a way that does not 
involve much effort © /f you take the easy way out 
and only do things you know you're good at, you'll 
never learn anything. 


easy chair n [C] a big, soft, comfortable chair 
with arms 

easygoing, easy-going /'i:-zi:'gou-1n/ adj able 
to stay calm about things that anger or worry most 
people 

easy listening n([U] quiet music that does not 
need much of your attention 


easy money n [U] infm! money that you get 
with little effort © Schools facing tight budgets see 
corporate sponsorship as easy money. 


eat HAVE FOOD /i:t/ v[I/T] past simp. ate, past part. 
eaten to put food into the mouth, chew it, and 
swallow it © [T] He ate a hamburger for lunch. © [I] 
When I’ve got a cold, | don’t feel like eating. © [I] We 
usually eat (= have a meal) at about 7 p.m. © [I] 
Let’s eat in/out (= have a meal at home/at a res- 
taurant) tonight. 


WORD CHOICES eat 


Have is very often used instead of “eat.” 
Ill just have one more piece of chocolate cake. 
A more formal alternative is the verb consume. 
He consumes vast quantities of bread with 
every meal. 
If someone eats something quickly because 
that person is very hungry, the verb devour is 
sometimes used. > 


av = 
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The children devoured a whole box of cookies. 
Bolt down, gobble up, and wolf down are also 
used to describe the action of eating some- 
thing very quickly. 

He gobbled up his food before anyone else 

had started. 

| gave her a plate of pasta and she wolfed it 

down. 
The verb scarf can be used in informal situa- 
tions when someone eats a lot of something 
very quickly. 

Who scarfed all the cake? 

The verb snack means “to eat a little food be- 
tween main meals.” 

I've been snacking on potato chips all 

afternoon. 
To eat out is to eat in a restaurant. 

| thought we could eat out tonight. 

The phrasal verb pick at is sometimes used 
when someone eats only a little of something. 

He didn’t feel hungry, and sat at the table 

picking at his food. 
The informal phrases stuff yourself and stuff 
your face mean “to eat a lot.” 

He’d been stuffing himself with snacks all 

afternoon and didn’t want any dinner. 

I’ve been stuffing my face all morning. 


DAMAGE /i:t/ v [I/T] past simp. ate, past part. eaten 
to damage or destroy something © [I always + adv/ 
prep] Running water had gradually eaten into the 
rock, forming a channel. 


IDIOMS with eat 


eeat like a bird to only be able to eat small 
amounts of food © You eat like a bird —| don’t know 
how you stay healthy. 

eeat like a horse to be able to eat a lot of food o 
My brother eats like a horse. 

eeat your words to be forced to admit that you 
were wrong about something © | said he’d never 
win, but | had to eat my words. 


PHRASAL VERBS with eat 


eeat away at something to slowly damage or de- 
stroy something ° Waves had eaten away at the 
sand dunes. 

eeat up something to use something so that little 
or nothing is left 0 Legal costs ate up most of her 
savings. 


eating disorder n [C] medical an illness in- 
volving the amount of food a person eats, such as 
BULIMIA (NERVOSA) or ANOREXIA (NERVOSA) 


eaves /i:vz/ ri nthe edge of a roof that sticks out 
over the walls 


eavesdrop /‘i:vz-drap/ v [I] -pp- to listen se- 
cretly to someone’s private conversation 


ebb /eb/ v [I] (of the sea or its TIDE) to move away 
from the coast and fall to a lower level, or, more 
generally, (of something) to become less or dis- 
appear © He could feel his strength ebbing (away). 

ebb /eb/ n [U] 


IDIOM with ebb 


eebb and flow a frequently changing situation © 
The ebb and flow of politics in Washington goes on 
as usual. 


ebony /'eb-a-ni/ n [U] a very hard, dark-colored 
wood, used esp. for making furniture 


ebullient /1'bul-jant, 1'bal-/ adj excited and en- 
thusiastic © He was openly ebullient after the 
election. 


eccentric /1k'sen-trik, ek-/ adj strange or un- 
usual, sometimes in an amusing way © eccentric 
behavior 
eccentric /1k'sen-trik, ek-/ n [C] © She was an 
elderly eccentric who lived with 25 cats. 
eccentricity /,ek,sen'tris-at-i/ n [C/U] © [U] Al- 
though his reputation for eccentricity was well de- 
served, it was not true that he had asked to be buried 
in his car. 


ecclesiastical /1 ,kli:-zi:'zes-ti-kal/, ecclesiastic 
/1,kli:-zi: 'aes-tik/ adj [not gradable] belonging to 
or connected with the Christian religion © ecclesi- 
astical history 


echo SOUND /'ek-ou/ n [C] p/ echoes a sound 
that is heard again after it has been reflected off a 
surface such as a wall or a cliff © The cave was filled 
with the echoes of our voices. 
echo /'ek-ou/ v [I] echoes, pres. part. echoing, past 
echoed © The sound of footsteps echoed through the 
hall. 


REPEAT /'ek-ou/ v [T] echoes, pres. part. echoing, 
past echoed to express or think what someone else 
has said or thought © Brownell’s comments echoed 
the opinion of the majority of the commission 
members. 
echo /'ek-ou/ n [C] pl echoes © The son’s behavior 
is a clear echo of his father’s. 


eclectic /1'klek-tik, ek 'lek-/ adj consisting of dif- 
ferent types, methods, styles, etc. O /t was an eclec- 
tic mix of our ethnic foods and_ traditional 
Thanksgiving food. 


eclipse SUN/MOON /1'klips/n[C] earth science 
1 a period of time when the light from an object 
in the sky cannot be seen because another object 
has come between you and it 2 In a solar eclipse, 
the moon travels in between the earth and the 
sun. 3 In a lunar eclipse, the earth travels in be- 
tween the moon and the sun. 


BLOCK /1'klips/ v [T] to become much more im- 
portant and noticeable than something © The state 
of the economy has eclipsed all other issues during 
the election campaign. 


E. coli, E coli /‘i: 'kou-lar/ n [U] biology a type of 
bacteria that lives in the INTESTINES of humans and 
other animals and that sometimes causes severe 
illness 


ecology /1'kal-9-d3i/ n [U] the relationship of liv- 
ing things to their environment and to each other, 
or the scientific study of this © The oil spill caused 
great damage to the fragile ecology of the coastline. 
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B edge 


shadow (eclipse) 


SOLAR ECLIPSE 


shadow (eclipse) 


LUNAR ECLIPSE 


ecologist /1'kal-a-dzast/ n [C] a person who 
studies the relationship between living things and 
their environment 

ecological /,i:-ka'lad3-1-kal, ,ek-a-/ adj 


economy ©) SYSTEM /1'kan-a-mi/ n [C] social 
studies the system of trade and industry by which 
the wealth of a country or region is made and used 
© Tourism contributes millions of dollars to the re- 
gion’s economy. 
economic @ /,|:-ka'nam-tk, ,ek-a-/ adj © eco- 
nomic growth/policies 
economics @ /,|:-ka'nam-iks, ,ek-9-/ n [U] so- 
cial studies the scientific study of the system by 
which a country’s wealth is made and used 
economist © /1'kan-a-mast/ n [C] a person 
who studies or has a special knowledge of 
economics 
economically @ /,:-ka'nam-tkli, ,ek-a-/ adv 
[not gradable] 
SAGE) ee 0. weenag yt Peart 
economic, economical or financial? 
Economic describes something that is con- 
nected to the economy of a country. 
economic growth/policy/advisors 
economical growth/peliey/advisors 
Economical describes something that saves 
you money, especially by using less of some- 
thing than normal. 
New cars tend to be more economical because 
their engines use less gas. 
Financial relates to a supply of money and can 
be used in connection with individuals. 
She’s a single mother who doesn't receive any 
financial support from the child’s father. 
Ss /, ° , . 
economical -supporttrom the-child-sfather- 


SAVING MONEY /1'kan:a-mi/ n [U] the careful use 
and management of money or of time, energy, 
words, etc. © For the purpose of economy, you may 
prefer to use a cheaper cut of meat in this recipe. 
economical © /,|:-ka'nam-r-kal, ,ek-a-/ adj o 
With rents so high, it wasn’t economical to continue 
to live in the city. 
economize /1'kan-a,maiz/ v [I] to intentionally 
reduce what you are spending or using © You could 


economize on food by not eating in restaurants all 
the time. 


WORD FAMILY economy 


Nouns | economics 
economist 


economy 


Adjectives economic 
economical 


Adverbs 


economically 


Verbs economize 


economy class n [U] the part of an aircraft 
with the cheapest seats 


economy-sized, economy-size adj [not grad- 
able] (of containers) large and cheap when com- 
pared with the price for a smaller container 


ecosystem /‘i:-kou,sis‘tam, ‘ek-ou-/ n [C] 
earth science all the plants, animals, and people 
living in an area considered together with their en- 
vironment as a system of relationships © They are 
working to preserve the delicately balanced ecosys- 
tem of these wetlands. 


ecstasy /'ek:sta-si/ n[U] a state of extreme hap- 
piness or pleasure © We shared a moment of ecstasy 
as the chocolate melted on our tongues. 
ecstatic /1k'staet-1k/ adj very happy and excited 
Oo The new president was greeted by an ecstatic 
crowd. 


ectoderm /‘ek-ta,darm/ n[C] biology the cells 
in the EMBRYO (= growing organism before it is 
born) of a human or animal that develop into skin, 
hair, and the nervous system 


ecumenical /,ek-ja'men-t-kal/ adj tending to 
support and encourage unity among different re- 
ligions © an ecumenical movement 


eczema /'ek-sa-ma, 'eg:Za-, 1g'zi:-/ n [U] a skin 
condition in which areas of the skin become red, 
rough, and sore 


eddy /'ed-i/ v [I] (of water, wind, smoke, etc.) to 
move fast in a circle 0 The water eddied ceaselessly 
in the wake of the boat. 
eddy /'ed-i/ n [C] 


edge OUTER POINT /ed3/ n [C] the outer or far- 
thest point of something © the edge of a cliff/table 
oO They walked down to the water’s edge. © (fig.) 
Hitchcock’s films often kept moviegoers at the edge 
of their seats (= kept them eagerly interested). 


LIMIT /ed3/ n[C usually sing] a point beyond which 
something unpleasant or very noticeable is likely 
to happen © It was reported that the company is on 
the edge of collapse. © The loss of his job almost 
pushed him over the edge. 


BLADE /ed3/ n [C] the side of a blade that cuts, or 
any sharp part of an object © Careful with that open 
can — it’s got a very sharp edge. 

MOVE /ed3/ v [always + adv/prep] to move slowly 
with gradual movements or in gradual stages © [T] 
A long line of traffic edged its way forward. © [I] In- 
flation has begun to edge up during the last six 
months. 

ADVANTAGE /ed3/ n[U] an advantage © Because of 
her experience she has the edge over the other 
applicants. 
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NERVOUS CONDITION /ed3/ n [U] If you are on 
edge, you are nervous and not relaxed © Carly 
seemed on edge while her family was away. 

edgy /'ed3:i/ adj nervous or easily upset © He 
paced the hallway looking edgy and impatient. 


edible /‘ed-a-bal/ adj suitable or safe for eating 
O Only the leaves of the plant are edible. 


edict /‘i:d-1kt/ n [C] Jaw a public order given by 
an authority © a court edict 


edifice /‘ed-9-fas/ n[C] fmia large building © The 
state capitol is an imposing edifice topped by a large 
dome. 


edit © /'ed-at/ v[T] 1 to prepare text or film for 
printing or viewing by correcting mistakes, decid- 
ing what will be removed, etc., or to be in charge 
of what is reported in a newspaper, magazine, etc. 
© He edits the local newspaper. 2 \f you edit some- 
thing out, you remove it before it is broadcast or 
printed: [M] Some of the best jazz performances 
were recorded in the 1930s, before musicians had 
the luxury of editing out mistakes. 
edit © /'ed-at/ n [C] writing the activity of ed- 
iting a text or film © Lee completed the final edit for 
her latest film. 
editor © /'ed-at-ar/ n[C] a person who corrects 
and make changes to texts or films before they are 
printed or shown, or a person who is in charge of 
a newspaper, magazine, etc., and is responsible for 
all of its reports © a textbook/film editor 
editorial @ /,ed-a'to:r-i:-al, -'tour-/ adj 0 an ed- 
itorial staff © He insisted that it was an editorial de- 
cision to cut the story. 
editorial @ /,ed-a'to:r-i:-al, -'tour-/ n [C] a 
statement in a newspaper or magazine, or on radio 
or television, that expresses the opinion of the ed- 
itors or owners on a subject of particular interest o 
an editorial on the new tax proposal 


edition © /1'diJ-an/ n [C] writing a particular 
form in which a book, magazine, or newspaper is 
published, or the total number of copies of a book, 
magazine, or newspaper that are published at the 
same time © a regional edition of a newspaper © The 
book comes in both paperback and hardback 
editions. 


edu /,i: di:'ju:, 'ed-ju:/ n [U] used at the end of 
US INTERNET addresses to show that the address 
belongs to a university 0 info@harvard.edu 


educate /'ed3-9 keit/ v [T] to teach someone, 
esp. in the formal system of schools © His applica- 
tion form says he was educated in Germany. © It’s 
every citizen's responsibility to be educated about his 
or her rights. 
educated /‘ed3:a,keit-ad/ adj 0 a highly edu- 
cated man 
education /,ed3-a'ker- fan/ n{U] 1 a high school/ 
college education 2 Education is also the study of 
methods and theories of teaching: She has a mas- 
ter'’s degree in early childhood education. 
educational /,ed3-a'ker-fan-*l/ adj © Traveling 
abroad will be an educational experience for her (= 
an experience from which she can learn). 


educator /'ed3-a,kert-ar/ n [C] a person whose 
work is teaching others, or one who is an authority 
on methods or theories of teaching 


WORD FAMILY educate 


Adjectives educated 
uneducated 
educational 


education 
educator 


Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


educate 


educationally 


educated guess n [C] a guess that is made 
using judgment and some degree of knowledge 


eel /i:|/ n[C] along, thin fish, some types of which 
are eaten 


eerie /'1r-i/ adj strange in a frightening and mys- 
terious way © Dust lay thick on the furniture, and 
cobwebs formed eerie patterns in the shadowy 
corners. 


effect RESULT /1'fekt/ n [C/U] the result of a par- 
ticular influence; something that happens because 
of something else © [C] The medicine had the effect 
of making me sleepy. © [C] Cold water slows hurri- 
cane growth, but warm water has the opposite effect. 
o [U] The new management actually has not had 
much effect on us. » Confusables: affect or effect? 
at AFFECT INFLUENCE 
effective /1'fek-ttv/ adj producing the intended 
results, or (of a person) skilled or able to do some- 
thing well © an effective policy/strategy © We've 
found that giving away samples of our product is the 
most effective way to promote it. 0 She’s an effective 
administrator and knows how to get things done. 
effectively /1'fek-tiv-li/ adv 1 Though barely win- 
ning election, he governed effectively and was re- 
elected. 2 Effectively also means having as a certain 
result in reality, though not in theory: /f she loses 
this match, she’s effectively eliminated from the 
tournament. 
effectiveness /1'fek-tiv-nas/ n [U] © The drug’s 
effectiveness is doubtful. 

USE /1'fekt/ n [U] (esp. of rules or laws) official or 
legal use © Winter parking rules are in effect (= must 
be obeyed). © All salary increases will take effect (= 
begin) in January. 
effective /1'fek-tiv/ adj © The law becomes effec- 
tive next month. 


ACHIEVE /1'fekt/ v [T] to achieve something and 
cause it to happen © It will take years to effect mean- 
ingful changes in the educational system. 


WORD FAMILY effect 


Nouns — effect 


effectiveness 
effect 


Adjectives effective 
effectual 
ineffective 
ineffectual 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


effectively 
ineffectively 


effectual /1'fek-tja-wal/ adj fm! successful in 
producing the intended results © Unfortunately, ef- 
forts to stop the fighting have not been effectual. 


efficacy /'ef-1-ka-si/ n [U] the quality of being 
effective; effectiveness © The drug’s efficacy has 
been questioned by consumer advocates. 


z bat | a hot | at bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


295 eighty 


efficient /1'fif-ant/ adj working or operating in 
a way that gets the results you want without any 
waste © an efficient organization © They are devel- 
oping a more fuel-efficient car to save gas. 
efficiently /1'fif-ant-li/ adv © She manages the 
business efficiently. 
efficiency /1'fif-an-si/ n [C/U] the condition or 
fact of producing the results you want without 
waste, or a particular way in which this is done © 
[U] The use of high-speed machinery improved the 
efficiency of the factory. O[C usually pl] They reduced 
costs through production efficiencies. 


effigy /'ef-a-d3i/ n [C] a model of a person 


effluent /‘ef lu:-ant/ n [C/U] liquid waste that is 
sent out from factories or other places, often into 
the sea or rivers © [C] Industrial effluents and sew- 
age remain problems. 


effort /‘ef-art/ n [C/U] physical or mental activity 
needed to achieve something, or an attempt to do 
something © [C] They met again in an effort to end 
the strike and get people back to work. © [U] It took 
years to write the book, but it was worth the effort. 
© [U] He established the Help Committee to coordi- 
nate the relief effort. 0 [C] Efforts to reach the senator 
for comment were not successful. 
effortless /‘ef-art-las/ adj (of an action or activ- 
ity) done so well that it seems not to need much 
mental or physical activity © Her dancing looks 
effortless. 
effortlessly /‘ef-art-la-sli/ adv 


WORD FAMILY effort 
effort 


Nouns Adjectives effortless 


Adverbs effortlessly 


effusion /1'fju:-3an/ n [C] chemistry a flow of a 
gas through a small hole in a container 


effusive /1'fju:-siv, -z1v/ adj strongly expressed, 
or expressed with a lot of emotion © Carville deliv- 
ered his message to reporters in his typical effusive, 
arm-waving Style. 


EFL n [U] abbreviation for ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE. 


€.Q. abbreviation for exempli gratia (= Latin for “for 
example”) © Eat foods containing a lot of fiber, e.g., 
fruits, vegetables, and whole grains. O USAGE: In 
spoken English, people usually say “for example” 
or “such as” instead of “e.g.” 


egalitarian /1,gzl-a'ter-i:-an/ adj based on 
the idea that people are equally important and 
should have the same rights and opportunities © 
an egalitarian society 


€gg REPRODUCTION /eg, e1g/ n[C] biology 1 an 
oval, rounded object with a hard shell produced 
by female birds and particular female REPTILES, 
from which a baby animal is born when it is de- 
veloped 2 An egg is also a cell produced by a 
woman or female animal from which a baby might 
develop if it combines with sperm from a male. 


FOOD /eg, e1g/ n [C] the oval or rounded object 
with a hard shell that is produced by chickens, col- 


lected before a baby bird can develop within it, 
and used as food © The recipe calls for four eggs and 
a pint of milk. © I’d like two scrambled eggs with 
bacon, please. 


IDIOM with egg 


ehave egg on your face to be very embarrassed 
because of something you said or did © He told 
everyone the deal was happening, and if it falls 
through now he'll have egg on his face. 


PHRASAL VERB with egg 


*egg on someone [M] to encourage someone to 
do something, esp. something unwise or bad © 
Egged on by his top aides, he was determined to win. 


eggplant /'eg:plent, ‘e1g-/ n [C/U] an oval 
vegetable with a shiny, dark purple skin 


eggshell /'eg: fel/ n [U] the hard outside cov- 
ering of an egg 


egg white n [UJ the transparent part of an egg 
that becomes white when it is cooked 


€99 /'i:-gou/ n[{C] plegos the idea or opinion that 
you have of yourself, esp. the level of your ability 
and intelligence, and your importance as a person 
© That man has an enormous ego. © Getting that 
job should give her ego a boost (= give her 
confidence). 
egotism /‘i:-ga,tiz-am/ n [U] the tendency to 
think only about yourself and consider yourself 
better and more important than other people 
egotist /'i:-ga-tast/ n [C] © My brother is such an 
egotist. 
egotistical /\i:-ga'tis-ti-kal/ adj 


egregious /1'gri:-d3as/ adj (of something bad) 
extreme; beyond any reasonable degree © egre- 
gious errors of fact © an egregious example of 
misrepresentation 


eh /e1, e/ exclamation Cdn, infml used as a pause in 
conversation © So I’m speeding down the Trans- 
Canada, eh, and ! look in my mirror and see this 
Mountie, eh. 


eight /eit/ number 8 © Eight people are coming to 
dinner. 
eighth /eite, e16/ adj, adv, n [C] 1 He finished 
eighth in the race. © [C] Clarice was born on the 
eighth of August. 2 An eighth is one of eight equal 
parts of something. 


eighteen /eit'tizn/ number 18 © There are eigh- 
teen glasses in the cabinet. © an eighteen-hole golf 
course 
eighteenth /eit'ti:n@/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 He ranks 
eighteenth in the world. © [C] Ann-Marie’s birthday 
is the eighteenth of October. 2 An eighteenth is one 
of eighteen equal parts of something. 


eighth note n [C] music a note that is typically 
equal to half the length of a QUARTER NOTE > Pic- 
ture: notation 


eighty /‘eit-i/ number 80 © | bought a package of 
eighty plastic cups. O an eighty-piece puzzle 
eighties, 80s, 80's /‘ert-i:z/ p! n the numbers 80 
through 89 © The temperature is expected to be in 
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the eighties (= between 80° and 89°) tomorrow. © 
Ronald Reagan was president in the eighties (= be- 
tween 1980 and 1989). © My grandmother is in her 
eighties (= between 80 and 89 years old). 
eightieth /‘ert-i:-90/ adj, adv, n [C] 1 They fin- 
ished eightieth out of a hundred. 2 An eightieth is 
one of eighty equal parts of something. 


either ALSO /‘i:-dear, ‘at-/ adv [not gradable] 
used in negatives instead of also or too © The res- 
taurant has good food, and it's not expensive either. 

CHOICE /'i:-dar, ‘al-/ adj, pronoun, conjunction 1 
one or the other of two © Either person would be 
fine for the job. © You can go by train or bus — either 
way it’Il take an hour. © | left it either at home or in 
the car. 2 You can also use either to mean both: 
Friends sat on either side of me on the plane. 


ejaculate SPERM /1'd3zk:ja leit/ v [I] biology 
(of a man or male animal) to push out a liquid 
containing sperm from the PENIS 
ejaculation /1,d3zek-ja'ler-fan/ n [C/U] biology 
SAY /1'd3eek-ja lert/ v[T] to shout or say something 
suddenly, sometimes unexpectedly 


eject /1'dzekt/ v [T] 1 to force someone to leave 
a particular place, or to send out something 
quickly and often with force 0 It was difficult to eject 
squatters from the abandoned building. 2 A player 
who is ejected during a game is told to leave the 
playing area by the REFEREE because the player has 
done something wrong: Very seldom do you see any 
player get ejected from a playoff game in football and 
baseball. 


eke out something /'i: ,kavt/ phrasal verb to 
obtain or win something only with difficulty or 
great effort © The company expects to eke out a 
small profit this year. 


elaborate DETAILED /1'lzeb-a-rat/ adj contain- 
ing a lot of connected parts or many complicated 
details © an elaborate ceremony © an elaborate 
fireworks display 0 They had created elaborate com- 
puter programs to run the system. 
elaborately /1'lzb-a-rat-li/ advo an elaborately 
decorated dining room 

EXPLAIN /1'lzb-a,reit/ v [I] to add more informa- 
tion or explain something that you have said © He 
refused to elaborate on why he had resigned. 


elapse /1'lzps/ v [I] (of time) to go past © Four 
years had elapsed since she last saw him. 


elastic /1'lzs-tik/ adj 1 (of a material) able to 
stretch and be returned to its original shape or size 
© She bunched her ponytail and slipped on an elastic 
hair band. 2 \f something that is not a physical 
object is elastic, it is able or likely to be changed: 
Our plans are still very elastic. 


elastic potential energy n([U] physics the 
energy that is stored in a SPRING when the spring 
is either stretched or pressed together 


elated /1'lett-ad/ adj extremely happy and ex- 
cited, often because something has happened or 
been achieved © He was elated by the news that he 
had won a full scholarship. 


elbow /'el-bou/ n [C] the bony point at which 
the arm bends, or the part of a piece of clothing 
which covers this area © His shirt sleeve was torn at 
the elbow. 
elbow /'el-bou/ v [T] to push with an elbow, or 
to push rudely, esp. to get past someone © He el- 
bowed his way through the crowd. 


elbow grease n [U] a lot of effort that you put 
into doing something 


elbow room n [U] space in which to move 
around © With five people in my little car, there won't 
be enough elbow room. 


elder /‘el-dar/ n [C] 1 an older person, esp. one 
who deserves respect © You should listen to your 
elders. 2 An elder is also an official in particular 
religious groups. 
elder /'el-dar/ adj [not gradable] (of a family 
member) older © an elder brother/sister 
elderly /‘el-dar-li/ adj William is nearly 50, and 
his parents are elderly. O Compare OLD EXISTING A 
LONG TIME 
elderly /'el-dar-li/ p/n old people considered as 
a group © The city is building new housing for the 
elderly. > Usage: old or elderly? at OLD EXISTING A 
LONG TIME 


LUSAGE-—} ety es © wen." Se 
elder/eldest cr older/oldest? 


Elder and eldest are comparative and super- 
lative forms of the adjective old, but they are 
only used before nouns, usually when compar- 
ing members of a family. 

My elder sister is a teacher. 
The forms older and oldest can be used the 
same way, but they are also used in other 
contexts. 

My older sister is getting married. 

My sister is three years older than me. 


The oldest house in town was built in 1805. 


elder statesman n [C] an older person who 
is respected and asked for advice because of his or 
her past experience © He is one of basketball’s elder 
statesmen. 


eldest /‘el-dast/ adj [not gradable] oldest (of 
three or more people, esp. within a family) © He’s 
my eldest brother. 


elect /i'lekt/ v to decide on or choose, esp. to 
choose a person for a particular job by voting © [T] 
We elect representatives every two years. O [T] She 
was elected to the board of directors. © [+ to infini- 
tive] He was invited to join them at the concert, but 
he elected to stay home and watch the ballgame. 
elect /t'lekt/ adj [only after n] [not gradable] (of 
a person) who has won a vote but not yet taken 
office O the president-elect 
election /1'lek-Jan/ n [C/U] politics & govern- 
ment the act or occasion of being chosen for a 
particular job, esp. by voting © [C] congressional/ 
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presidential elections © [U] His election to the Senate 
was all but assured. © [U] Election Day is the first 
Tuesday in November. 

elective /1'lek-tiv/ adj [not gradable] 1 chosen 
or decided by voting © an elective office 2 Elective 
also means chosen but not necessary: elective 
surgery 

electoral /1'lek-ta-ral/ adj [not gradable] © The 
committee endorses electoral reforms for fairer 
elections. 

electorate /1'lek-ta-rat/ n [C] the people who 
are allowed to vote 


WORD FAMILY elect 


Nouns election Adjectives elect 
reelection elective 
electorate electoral 

Verbs elect 


reelect 


electoral college n (UJ politics & govern- 
ment a group of people whose votes are deter- 
mined by how the people vote in each state, and 
who officially elect the president and VICE PRESI- 
DENT in the US 


electric /1'lek-trik/ adj 1 powered by electricity 
O electric power © an electric light/motor 2 Some- 
thing might be described as electric if it is very 
exciting: The aerial acrobats at the circus gave an 
electric performance. 
electrical /1'lek-tri-kal/ adj [not gradable] phys- 
ics using electricity for power, involved in the pro- 
duction or movement of electricity, or related in 
some way to electricity © electrical equipment 
electrically /1'lek-tri-kli/ adv [not gradable] o 
electrically powered 
electrician /1,lek'trif-an/ n [C] a person who 
puts in and maintains wires which carry electricity 
into a building 
electrify /1'lek-tra ,fai/ v[T] 1 to equip with elec- 
tricity © They recently electrified this part of the rail- 
way line. 2 \f you electrify a group of people, you 
do something that makes them very excited: Her 
performance electrified the audience. 


WORD FAMILY electric 


Adjectives electric 
electrical 


Nouns electrician 


electricity 


Verbs electrify Adverbs __ electrically 


electric chair n (C] a special chair used to kill 
a criminal with electricity 


electric fence n([C] a fence with a low electric 
current to keep dogs or other animals from going 
outside it 


electric field n [(C] physics the area surround- 
ing an object with an electrical CHARGE where 
positive and negative PARTICLES are reacting with 
each other. Electric field intensity is the strength 
of electrical energy at a given point in the electric 
field. 


electricity /1,lek'tris-at-i/ n [U] a form of en- 
ergy that provides power to motors and devices 


that create light or heat © They lived on an island 
with no electricity and no running water. 


electrochemical (1 Jek-trou'kem-1-kal/ adj 
[not gradable] chemistry, physics relating to the 
production of chemical changes using electricity, 
and the electricity produced by chemical changes 


electrocute /1'lek-tra ,kju:t/ v [T] to send elec- 
tricity through someone’s body, causing death 
electrocution /1,lek-tra'kju:-fan/ n [C/U] 


electrode /1'lek troud/n [C] science the point 
at which an electric current enters or leaves some- 
thing, for example, a BATTERY 


electrolysis /1-lek'tral-a-sas/_n [U] chemistry 
the use of an electric current to cause chemical 
change in a liquid 


electrolyte /:'lek-tra,lait/ n [C] chemistry a 
liquid that electricity can go through or that breaks 
into its parts when electricity goes through it 
electrolytic /1,lek-tra'lrt-1k/ adj [not gradable] 


electromagnetic _/:,\ek-trou-mag'net-1k/ 
aqj [not gradable] 1 physics relating to or caused 
by MAGNETISM (= the power of an object to attract 
other objects to it) that is produced by electricity 
2 physics Electromagnetic also means relating to 
the science that deals with the relationship be- 
tween electricity and magnetism. 3 physics, 
chemistry Electromagnetic force is the form of en- 
ergy that causes all reactions between PARTICLES 
(= extremely small pieces) of matter, which have 
either positive or negative electrical characteristics. 


electromotive /: |ek-trou 'mout:-tv/ adj phys- 
ics producing a flow of electricity 


electron /1'lek,tran/ n [C] physics, chemistry 
the part of an atom with a negative electrical 
CHARGE, which moves around the atom’s NUCLEUS 
(= central part) © Compare NEUTRON; PROTON 
>» Picture: atom 


electronegativity 1 Jek-trou neg-a'tiv-at- 
i/ n[U] chemistry the ability of an atom to attract 
ELECTRONS in a CHEMICAL BOND 


electronic /; lek 'tran-1k/ adj [not gradable] in- 
volving a system of operation that involves the 
control of a flow of ELECTRONS esp. in various de- 
vices including computers © electronic components/ 
equipment © electronic banking © The huge 
electronic scoreboard showed a replay of the last 
goal. 
electronics /1,lek'tran-tks/ n [U] © @ degree in 
electronics O the electronics industry 
electronically — /1,lek'tran-1-kli/ 
gradable] 


WORD FAMILY electronic 


adv [not 


Nouns electronics 


Adverbs electronically 


Adjectives electronic 


electrostatic /1,lek-trou'stat-1k/ adj physics 
involving or producing STATIC ELECTRICITY (= elec- 
tricity that is stored on surfaces) 
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elegant /‘el-1-gant/ adj graceful and attractive 
in appearance or behavior © We met a young busi- 
nesswoman, elegant in a black suit. 
elegantly /‘el-1-gant-li/ adv © elegantly dressed 
elegance /‘el-1-gans/ n [U] © He was known for 
his elegance and wit. 


elegy /'el-9-d3i/ n [C] literature a sad poem or 
song, esp. remembering someone who has died 
or something in the past 


element © PART /‘el-9:mant/ n [C] one of the 
parts of something that makes it work, or a quality 
that makes someone or something effective © the 
heating element of a toaster © Having a second in- 
come is an important element for most home buyers. 
© They had all the elements of a great team. 


AMOUNT /'el-9:-mant/ n [C] a small amount or de- 
gree © There was an element of truth in what she 
said, but it was an exaggeration. 

SUBSTANCE /'el-a-mant/ n [C] chemistry, physics 
a substance that cannot be reduced to smaller 
chemical parts and that has an atom different from 
that of any other substance 
elementary /,el-9'men-tri, -'ment:a-ri/ adj [not 
gradable] chemistry, physics relating to the 
chemical elements © The elementary charge (= the 
electrical charge in the nuclear material of an ele- 
ment) is one of the constants that characterizes the 
basic particles of matter. 


IDIOM with element 


ein your element in a situation you know well and 
enjoy © Gerard stood up to sing in front of his class- 
mates, and you could see he was in his element. 


elemental /,el-a'ment-4l/ adj basic or simple 
but strongly felt © elemental needs/desires 


elementary /el-9'men-tri, -'ment-a-ri/ adj sim- 
ple or easy; basic © I’m taking a course in elementary 
Russian. 


elementary school, grade school, primary 
school, dated grammar school n [C] a school that 
provides the first part of a child’s education, usu- 
ally for children between five and eleven years old 


elements /'el-9:mants/ p/n weather conditions, 
esp. bad ones © We decided to brave the elements 
and take a walk. 


elephant ANIMAL /‘el-a-fant/ n[C] a very large, 
gray animal that has a TRUNK (= long nose) with 
which it can pick things up 


IDIOM with elephant 


ethe elephant in the room an obvious problem 
that no one wants to discuss © | don’t want to ask 
the question, but it is the big elephant in the room. 


elevate IMPROVE POSITION /‘el-9,veit/ v[T] to 
give someone a higher or more important position 
© He was elevated to the chairmanship of the House 
Armed Services Committee. © They hoped to elevate 
the position of women in society. 

RAISE /'el-a,vert/ v[T] to raise or lift up © She wore 


high heels that elevated her a few inches above 5 
feet. 


elevation /,el-a'ver-fan/ n [C/U] height above 
the surface of the earth, or an area that is higher 
than the surrounding land © [C] At higher eleva- 
tions, the air is colder. 


elevator /‘el-9,vert-ar/ n [C] a piece of equip- 
ment, usually in the form of a small room, that 
carries people or goods straight up and down in 
tall buildings 


eleven /1'lev-an/ number 11 © The child is eleven. 
© an eleven-story building 
eleventh /r'lev-an@/ adj, adv, n [C] 1 We were 
seated in the eleventh row. © Today is the eleventh 
of June. 2 An eleventh is one of eleven equal parts 
of something. 


elf /elf/ n [C] pl elves a small, imaginary person, 
usually shown in pictures dressed in green with 
pointed ears and a tall hat, and often described in 
stories as playing tricks and having magical powers 


elicit /1'lts-at/ v [T] to obtain something, esp. in- 
formation or a reaction © The program has also elic- 
ited both positive and negative responses. 


eligible /‘el-a-d3a-bal/ adj 1 having the neces- 
sary qualities or fulfilling the necessary conditions 
© an eligible voter © You have to be employed six 
months to be eligible for medical benefits. 2 \f you 
refer to a man or a woman as eligible, you mean 
the man or woman is not married and is desirable 
as a marriage partner: The magazine listed 50 of 
the world’s most eligible bachelors. 
eligibility /,el-9-d3a'bil-at-i/ n [U] 


eliminate © /1'lim-9,neit/ v [T] to remove or 
take away something © You can never totally elim- 
inate the possibility of human error. 
elimination © /1,lim-a'ner:fan/ n [U] © Arts 
programs face elimination in some school systems. 


elite /er'li:t, 1-/ n [C] those people or organiza- 
tions that are considered the best or most pow- 
erful compared to others of a similar type 
elite /er'li:t, 1-/ adj © elite female athletes 
elitist /et'li:t-ast, 1-/ adj often disapproving charac- 
teristic of the elite, and esp. not caring about the 
interests or values of ordinary people © He de- 
nounced the plan as impracticable and elitist. 


elk /elk/ n[C] a type of large deer with large, flat 
horns 


ellipse /1'lips/ n [C] geometry a curve in the 
shape of an oval 


elliptical /1'lip-tr-kal/ adj geometry shaped like 
an ELLIPSE 


elm /elm/ n[C/U]a large tree valued for the shade 
it provides, or the hard wood from this tree 


El Nino /el'ni:n-jou/ n[C] earth science a period 
during which a warm water current develops in 
the Pacific Ocean near South America and causes 
changes to the weather in many parts of the world 


elongated /i:'lon,geit-ad, 1-/ adj longer and 
thinner than usual, as if stretched © Giacometti’s 
elongated sculptures of young women 


elope /1'loup/ v [I] to leave home secretly to get 
married 
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elopement /1'‘loup-mant/ n [C] 


eloquent /‘el-9:-kwant/ adj 1 using language to 
express ideas or opinions clearly and well, so that 
they have a strong effect on others © When re- 
quired, he could be an eloquent speaker, but pre- 
ferred talking to small groups. 2 Eloquent also 
means giving a clear, strong message: The pictures 
of destruction served as an eloquent reminder of the 
hurricane’s power. 
eloquence /‘el-a-kwans/ n [U] © | was impressed 
by her eloquence. 
eloquently /'el-a-kwant-li/ adv 


else /els/ adv [not gradable] (after words begin- 
ning with any-, every-, no-, and some-, or after 
how, what, where, who, and why, but not which) 
other, another, different, additional © /f it doesn’t 
work, try something else (= something different/an- 
other way or thing). © Let’s go before anyone else 
(= another/an additional person) arrives. © The 
book isn’t here — where else (= In what other place) 
should | look? 


elsewhere /'els‘-hwer, -wer, -hweer, -weer/ adv 
[not gradable] (at, in, from, or to) another place 
or other places; anywhere or somewhere else © It’s 
hot and sunny on the coast but not elsewhere. 


elucidate /1'lu:-sa dert/ v [I/T] fm/ to explain or 
make clear © [T] / hope my book will elucidate the 
complex issues we face. 


elude /1'lu:d/ v[T] 1 to avoid someone or some- 
thing © The bear that had eluded capture for so long 
was caught at last. 2 If something eludes you, you 
do not succeed in achieving it: It was simply her 
misfortune that an Olympic medal eluded her in 
1988. 
elusive /1'lur-siv, -z1v/ adj © elusive memories 


elves /elvz/ pl of ELF 


emaciated /1'mei- ji: ,e1t-ad/ adj (esp. of peo- 
ple and animals) very thin and weak, usually be- 
cause of illness or not eating enough 


e-mail /'i:-meil/, email n [C/U] a message sent 
from one person to another by computer © [U] / 
save all my e-mail. 0 [C] She sent an e-mail to her 
children with the subject line, “Sad day.” 
e-mail, email /‘i:-meil/ v [T] to send something 
or write to someone using e-mail © She had emailed 
us about a league workshop on Wednesday. © Late 
last week, the hospital e-mailed a statement declin- 
ing to comment on the patient’s case. 


emanate /'em:s,neit/ v [I/T] to come from or 
out of © [I always + adv/prep] Angry voices ema- 
nated from the next room. 


emancipate /1'mzn-sa,peit/ v [T] to free a 
person from another person’s control 
emancipated /1'mezen:sa ,pert-ad/ adj free from 
another person’s control, or free from social or po- 
litical limitations: an emancipated woman © eman- 
cipated slaves 
emancipation /1,mzen:sa'per-fan/ n [U] 1 
emancipation from slavery 2 US history The Eman- 
cipation Proclamation, made by President Abra- 
ham Lincoln in 1863, freed SLAVES in the southern 
American states during the US Civil War. 


embankment /1m 'baegk-mant/ n [C] an arti- 
ficial slope made of earth or stones © a river 
embankment 


embargo /im'bar-gou/ n [C] pi embargoes 
politics & government a government order to 
temporarily stop trading certain goods or with cer- 
tain countries © They put an embargo on imports of 
steel. 


embark /1m 'bark/ v [I] to go on to a ship or an 
aircraft O We embarked at Miami for our Caribbean 
cruise. 


PHRASAL VERB with embark 


eembark on/upon something to start something 
big or important © We’ve embarked on an exciting 
new project. 


embarrass /1m'ber-as/ v[T] to cause someone 
to feel anxious, ashamed, or uncomfortable © He 
knew that letter would embarrass him and later he 
tried to get rid of it. 
embarrassed /1m 'ber-ast/ adjo They sat in em- 
barrassed silence. 
embarrassing /im'beer-a-sin/ adj © [+ to infin- 
itive] /t’s embarrassing to be caught telling a lie. 
embarrassingly /1m 'beer-9-sin-li/ adv © an em- 
barrassingly poor performance 
embarrassment /1m'beer-a-smant/ n [C/U] © 
[U] She forgot her lines and blushed with 
embarrassment. 


SPELLING 
embarrass 


Many people make mistakes when spelling this 
word. The correct spelling has two “r’s” and 


Mate 


two “s‘s. 
Oh, her jokes are so embarrassing! 


ela) 
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COMMON LEARNER ERROR | 
embarrassing or annoying? 
Someone or something that is embarrassing 
makes you feel uncomfortable and ashamed in 
front of other people. 
It’s so embarrassing when your child starts 
yelling in public. 
Something or someone that is annoying 
makes you feel slightly angry. 
There’s nothing more annoying than missing 
a good film on TV. 
There's nothing more-embarrassing-than 
missing-a-good-film-onTVv. 


ee 


WORD FAMILY embarrass 
embarrassment Verbs 
Adverbs 


Nouns embarrass 


embarrassingly 


embarrassed 
embarrassing 


Adjectives 


embassy /‘em-ba:si/ n [C] the group of people 
who Officially represent their country in a foreign 
country, or the building they work in © /// be work- 
ing at the American embassy in Paris. 


embattled /im'bet-?ld/ adj having a lot of 
problems or difficulties © The embattled leaders are 
trying to hold on to their positions. 
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embedded /1m'bed:ad/ adj existing or firmly 
attached within something or under a surface 0 A 
threat is embedded in the language of the statement. 


embellish /im'bel-1j/ v [T] 1 to make some- 
thing more beautiful or interesting by additions or 
details © Many early building entrances were richly 
embellished. 2 \f you embellish a story or state- 
ment, you add details that are not completely true 
in order to make it more interesting: He couldn't 
resist embellishing his account of the African safari. 


ember /'em-barz/ n [C usually pl] a small piece 
of wood or coal that is burning without a flame © 
glowing embers 


embezzle /1m'bez:al/ v [T] to secretly and ille- 
gally take money that is in your care or that be- 
longs to an organization or business you work for 
embezzlement /1m'bez:al:mant/ n[U] © They 
were arrested for the embezzlement of company 
funds. 


embitter /1m'bit-ar/ v [T] to make someone 
feel angry and unhappy for a long time © In his 
later years, he was embittered by the loss of his 
money and fame. 


emblazoned /im'blei-zand/ adj [not grada- 
ble] marked or shown in order to be very notice- 
able © The slogan was emblazoned in red paint. 


emblem /'em-blam/ n[C] an object that is used 
to represent a particular person, group, or idea, or 
a picture of the object © A dove is often used as an 
emblem of peace. 


embody /1m'bad-i/ v [T] to have and show par- 
ticular qualities or ideas; represent O Arthur Ashe 
embodied the ideals of good sportsmanship. 


embodiment /1m'bad-i:-mant/ n [U] © This ~ 


cruise ship is the embodiment of luxury. 


embolden /im'boul-dan/ v [T] to make some- 
one brave or willing to take more risks © Embold- 
ened by her earlier success, Lynn’s recent work has 
been even more imaginative. 


embrace HOLD /im'breis/ v[I/T] to hold some- 
one close to you with your arms to express affec- 
tion, love, or sympathy, or when greeting or 
leaving someone © [I/T] They embraced (each 
other) before saying good-bye. 
embrace /1m'brets/ n [C] © They greeted each 
other with a warm embrace. 


ACCEPT /1m'brers/ v[T] to accept something with 
great interest or enthusiasm © He has wholeheart- 
edly embraced life in south Louisiana. 


embroider DECORATE /1m'broid-ar/ v [1/T] to 
decorate cloth or clothing with patterns or pic- 
tures sewn directly onto the material, or to create 
a pattern or picture in such a way 
embroidery: /im'broid-a-ri/ n [C/U] 

ADD /1m'broid-ar/ v [T] to make a story more en- 
tertaining by adding imaginary details to it © Car- 
oline sometimes embroiders the facts, so don’t 
believe every word she says. 


embroil /1m'brotl/ v [T] to cause someone or 
something to become involved in an argument or 
a difficult situation © The UN was reluctant to get 
its forces embroiled in another war. 


embryo /‘em-bri: ,ou/ n[C] pi embryos biology 
a human being or animal in an early stage of de- 
velopment, either in its mother’s uterus or in an 
egg, or a plant that is developing in a seed 


embryonic /,em-bri:'an-1k/ adj [not gradable] 
1 biology of or relating to an EMBRYO 2 fig. If a 
plan or process is an embryonic stage, it is in a very 
early stage of development: The region’s embryonic 
tourist industry would be damaged by this 
development. 


emcee /'em'si:/ n [C] MASTER OF CEREMONIES 


emerald /'em-a-rald/ n [C/U] a bright green, 
transparent, precious stone often used in jewelry 


emerge © APPEAR /1'm3rd3/ v [I] to appear by 
coming out of something or out from behind 
something © The runway lights flashed on, and the 
first models emerged from behind the stage set. 9 
(fig.) The president emerged unscathed from the 
scandal (= He came out of it with no damage to 
his reputation). © (fig.) We debated which of the 
candidate will emerge (= result) as the winner. 
emergence @ /1'mar-d3ans/ n[U] © The agree- 
ment set the stage for the company’s emergence 
from bankruptcy. 


DEVELOP /1'm3rd3/ v [I] to become known or de- 
velop as a result of something © New business op- 
portunities will emerge with advances in technology. 
emergence @ /1'm3r-d3zans/ n[U] © The emer- 
gence of a pandemic flu virus is not only inevitable, 
but overdue. 
emerging © /1'm3r-d3in/ adj [not gradable] 
growing and developing, esp. in business invest- 
ment © US government and business must become 
partners in breaking into these emerging markets. 
emergent @ /1'm3r-d3zant/ adj [not gradable] 
starting to exist or to become known © We have. 
the flexibility to adjust our rates to meet emergent 
customer needs. 


emergency /1'm3r-d3an-si/ n [C] a dangerous 
or serious situation, such as an accident, that hap- 
pens suddenly or unexpectedly and needs imme- 
diate action © In an emergency, dial 911 for an 
ambulance. 


emergency room n[C] the part of a hospital 
where people who are hurt in accidents or sud- 
denly become ill are taken for treatment 


emeritus /1'mer-at-as/ adj [not gradable] pre- 
viously in the stated job or position © Murphy is 
professor emeritus of international relations at 
Wellesley College. 


emery board /'em-a-ri ,b2:rd, -,bourd/ n[C] a 
narrow piece of cardboard with a rough surface, 
for smoothing and shaping the ends of your finger 
nails 


emigrate /‘em-a,greit/ v [|] social studies to 
leave a country permanently and go to live in an- 
other one © Millions of Germans emigrated from Eu- 
rope in the nineteenth century. © Compare 
IMMIGRATE at IMMIGRANT 
emigrant /'em-1-grant/ n [C] social studies a 
person who leaves a country permanently to live 
in another one © Compare IMMIGRANT 
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emigration /,em-a'grei-fan/ n [C/U] social 
studies 


eminent FAMOUS /'em-a-nant/ adjfamous and 
important © The commission consisted of fifteen em- 
inent political figures. 
eminence /'em-a-nans/n [U] 

NOTICEABLE /'em-a-nant/ adj noticeable or worth 
remarking on, or very great © This shows eminent 
good sense. 
eminently /‘em-a-nant-li/ adv [not gradable] 
very, or very well © She’s eminently qualified to han- 
dle the job. © The story is eminently worth reading. 


emissary /'em-a,ser-i/ n [C] a person sent by 
one government or political leader to another to 
deliver messages or to take part in discussions 


emit /i:'mit, 1-/ v[T] -tt- to send out light, sound, 
or a smell, or a gas or other substance © The alarm 
emits a high-pitched sound if anyone tries to break 
in. 
emission /i:'mif-an, 1-/ n [C/U] © [C] The regu- 
lations require a reduction in harmful emissions. 


Emmy /'em-i/ n [C] trademark one of a set of 
American prizes given each year to actors and 
other people involved in making television 
programs 


emotion /1'mou: fan/ [C/U] (a) strong feeling, 
such as of love, anger, fear, etc. © [C] He’s driven 
by his emotions, not by careful thought. 
emotional /1'mou: fan-?l/ adj connected with or 
showing feelings © The mayor made an emotional 
appeal for aid following the tornado. 
emotionally /1'mou: Jan-l-i/ adv © The coach 
appeared emotionally drained after yesterday’s loss. 


WORD FAMILY emotion 
Adverbs emotionally 


Nouns emotion 


Adjectives emotional 


empathy /'em-psa-6i/ n [U] the ability to share 
someone else’s feelings or experiences by imag- 
ining what it would be like to be in that person’s 
situation © He loves children and has a certain em- 
pathy with them. 


emperor /'em-pa-rar/ n [C] a male ruler of an 
EMPIRE 


emphasis © /‘em-fa-sas/ n [C/U] pl emphases 
special attention given to something because it is 
important or because you want it to be noticed, 
or an example of this © [U] She paused for emphasis. 
© [U] In schools, the emphasis on programming has 
declined in recent years. 


WORD FAMILY emphasis 


Verbs 
Adverbs emphatically 


Nouns emphasis emphasize 


Adjectives emphatic 


emphasize © /'em-fa,saiz/ v [T] to state or 
show that something is especially important or de- 
serves special attention © She emphasized the im- 
portance of good nutrition. 


emphatic © /em‘fet-1k, im-/ adj strong and 
determined in speech or action, so that what is 


said or done gets attention © Godard is emphatic 
about his preference. 

emphatically © /em'fat-1-kli, 1m-/ adv o He 
emphatically denied the rumors. 


emphysema /,em-fa'zi:-ma, -'si:-/ n[U] medical 
a condition in which some parts within the lungs 
become stretched, causing breathing difficulties 


empire /'em-pair/ n[C] politics & government 
a group of countries ruled by a single person, gov- 
ernment, or country © the British/Soviet Empire 


empirical © /im'pir-1-kal, em-/ adj based on 
what Is experienced or seen rather than on theory 
© We have no empirical evidence that the industry is 
in trouble. 
empiricism © /1m'pir-a,siz-am, em-/ n[U] sci- 
ence the belief in using empirical methods 
empirically © /im'pir-1-kli, em-/ adv 


employ work /im'ploi/ v [T] to pay someone 
to work or do a job for you © The factory employs 
87 workers. 
employee /im ,plor'i:, em-/ n [C] a person who 
is paid to work for someone else © Some of their 
employees do not have insurance. 
employer /1m 'plor-ar/ n[C] a person, company, 
or organization that pays people to work for them 
O The Air Force is the largest employer in this area. 
employment /1m'ploi-mant/ n [U] work, esp. 
for someone else, for which you are paid, or a pe- 
riod of work © After leaving Pearson, it took Fried- 
man months to find new employment. 
employ /1m'ploi/ n[U] fm! > Usage: staff or em- 
ployee? at STAFF PEOPLE 


USE /1m 'ploi/ v[T] to use something for a particular 
purpose © Jacobs employs this phrase repeatedly. 
employment /i1m'ploi-mant/ n [U] the use of 
something for a particular purpose © She studied 
advertisers’ employment of images in food ads. 


WORD FAMILY employ 


Nouns employ 
employee 
employer 
employment 
unemployea 

unemployment 


Adjectives unemployed 
Verbs 


employ 


IDIOM with employ 


ein someone’s employ, in the employ of someone 
working for someone © Mr. Neil is currently in our 
employ. 


employment agency n [C] a business that 
finds jobs for people and finds people who suit 
particular jobs 


empower /im'pau-ar, -'paur/ v [T] 1 to en- 
courage and support the ability to do something 
O We want to empower individuals to get the skills 
they need. 2 To empower is also to give legal au- 
thority for something © The state constitution does 
not empower counties to create housing authorities. 
empowerment /im'pau-ar-mant, -'paur-/ n 
[U] © Company programs encourage worker em- 
powerment. 
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empty /'em-ti/ adj 1 having nothing inside © He 
set the empty glass down. 2 If a place is empty, no 
one is using it or is present: /t was past midnight, 
and the streets were empty. 3 Empty also means 
without any meaning or purpose: We need jobs, 
not empty promises. 
empty /'em ti/ v[I/T] to take out everything from 
inside something, or to lose what is inside so that 
nothing is left © [T] She emptied her husband's mug 
in the sink. © [1] Once the movie ended, the theater 
emptied quickly. © [I] The Tombigbee River empties 
into Mobile Bay (= its water flows there). 
empty /'em-ti/ n[C usually pl] a container with 
nothing in it, esp. one whose contents have been 
used © Bring the empties to the recycling center. 
emptiness /'em-ti:-nas/ n [U] © She loves the 
emptiness of the desert. © He tried to ignore the feel- 
ing of emptiness (= lack of meaning or purpose). 

WORD CHOICES empty 


If a place is empty because there are no people 
in it, you can describe it as deserted. 
It was 3 o'clock in the morning and the 
streets were deserted. 
Desolate can be used about places that are 
empty and unattractive. 
The house stood in a bleak and desolate 
landscape. 
If a place or building is empty because no peo- 
ple live there, you could use the word 
uninhabited. 
The island is uninhabited. 
lf a room or building is empty because it has 
no furniture in it, you could describe it as bare 
or unfurnished. 
The room was completely bare. 
The house was unfurnished. 
Vacant is a word you can use to describe some- 
thing that is empty and available to be used. 
The hospital has no vacant beds. 
Blank can be used about empty places on a 
piece of paper. 
Sign your name in the blank space at the 
bottom of the form. 


IDIOM with empty 


eon an empty stomach when you have not eaten 
anything © Never take this medicine on an empty 
stomach. 


empty-handed adj [not gradable] not having 
anything to bring or to take away © The two would- 
be robbers fled empty-handed. 


emulate /'em-jaleit/ v [T] to copy someone’s 
behavior or try to be like someone else because 
you admire or respect that person © Officials are 
looking to emulate successful ideas from other cities. 
© He just wants to emulate his dad. 


enable © /1'nei-bal/ v [T] to make someone or 
something able to do something by providing 
whatever is necessary to achieve that aim © Saving 
enough money now will enable you to retire com- 
fortably. 


enact /1'nekt/ v [T] to make a law, or to make 
an idea into a law © For the second year, national 
lawmakers failed to enact environmental legislation. 
enactment /1'nakt:mant/ n [U] the making of 
a law, or a particular act of making a law © Sup- 
porters were pleased with the enactment of the bill. 


enamel /1'nzm-al/ n [C/U] 1 a substance made 
from glass that is used to decorate or protect clay, 
metal, and glass objects, or an object covered with 
this substance © [U] The enamel on the sink was 
chipped. 2 Enamel is also a type of paint that forms 
a shiny surface when dry: [C] / used a blue enamel 
for the trim. 3 Enamel is also the hard, white, shiny 
substance that forms the covering of a tooth. 


enamored /1'nzm-erd/ adj liking a lot © Not 
everyone is enamored of steak. 


encase /in'kers, en-/ v [T] to cover or enclose 
something completely © The medal was encased in 
clear plastic. 


enchant PLEASE /in'tfant/ v [T] to charm or 
please someone a lot © He was enchanted by stories 
of the Old West. 
enchanting /1n'tfeent-1n/ adj © Belgium is an en- 
chanting country. 

USE MAGIC /in'tfent/ v [T] (in stories) to put 
someone completely under your control by using 
magic 
enchanted /in'tfaent:ad/ adj © The princess lives 
in an enchanted castle. 


enchilada /,en-tJa'lad-9/ n [C] a food consist- 
ing of a TORTILLA (= type of flat, round bread) 
wrapped around meat, beans, or cheese, and cov- 
ered with a sauce that is usually spicy 


encircle /1n's3r-kal/ v [T] to surround or form a 
circle around something © A parking lot encircles 
the mall. 


enclave /‘en-klerv, ‘an-/ n[C] an area that is dif- 
ferent from the larger area or country surrounding 
it, or a group of people who are different from the 
people living in the surrounding area © Yorkville 
was an enclave of German immigrants. 


enclose SURROUND /1n'klouz/ v[T] to surround 
© The garden is enclosed by four walls. 
enclosed /in'klouzd/ adj (of a place) surrounded 
by a wall and often covered © /t’s the largest fully- 
enclosed shopping center in the world. 


SEND /1n'klouz/ v [T] to send something in the 
same envelope or package as something else © 
Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 


enclosure SEPARATE AREA /in'klou-3ar/ n [C] 
an area surrounded by a fence or other structure 
in order to be kept separate from other areas © The 
dogs are in a fenced enclosure in the backyard. 


LETTER /1n'klou:3ar/ n [C] something extra that is 

sent in a letter or package with the main message 
© You will find two enclosures with this letter ~ a 
check and a photograph. 


encompass /in'kam-pas/ v [T] to include sev- 
eral different things © The plan encompasses repav- 
ing the street and planting 40 new trees. 
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encore /'an-koir, -kour/ exclamation, n [C] the 
performance of an additional song or piece of mu- 
sic after a show has formally ended, or the word 
people sometimes call out while clapping to re- 
quest this performance © The audience demanded 
encore after encore. 


encounter © /in'kaunt-ar/ v [T] to meet 
someone unexpectedly, or to experience, esp. 
something unpleasant © In the kitchen | encoun- 
tered a woman | had never seen before. © He was 
shocked by the hostility he encountered. 
encounter /1n 'kaunt:ar/ n[C] 0 My first encoun- 
ter with death was when Abraham died. 


encourage /1n'k3r-1d3, -'ka-r1d3/ v[T] 1 to help 
someone to feel confident and able to do some- 
thing, or to give advice to someone to do some- 
thing © Our parents always encouraged us to ask 
questions. 2 lf something encourages an activity, it 
supports it or makes it more likely: The city needs 
to encourage job creation. 
encouraging /i1n'k3r-a-d3in, -'ka-ra-/ adjo Early 
results of the experiment were extremely 
encouraging. 
encouragement /In'k3r-1d3-mant, -'ka-rid3-/1n 
[U] © My parents gave me encouragement and 
support. 


WORD FAMILY encourage 


Nouns encouragement Adjectives encouraging 


discouraging 


discouragement 


Verbs encourage 


discourage 


encroach /in'kroutJ/ v{I] to take control or pos- 
session of something in a gradual way and often 
without being noticed © Farmers encroached on for- 
est land to grow crops. O These devices are encroach- 
ing on people’s privacy. 
encroachment /in'kroutf:-mant/ n [C/U] © [C] 
Human encroachment threatens the birds’ nesting 
sites, 


encrusted /in'kras-tad/ adj covered with a 
hard layer or something, or with something dec- 
orative © All our belongings were encrusted with 
mud. 


encrypt /in'kript, en-/ v [T] to put information 
into a special form so that most people cannot 
read it © Protected websites will tell you that the 
transfer is encrypted, and your browser will usually 
display a symbol confirming this. 
encryption /1n'krip- fan, en-/ n [U] © Never give 
out a credit number online unless the site has en- 
cryption software. 


encumbered /in'kam-bar/ adj prevented 
from making quick progress by having to carry 
heavy objects or deal with important duties and 
responsibilities © She was encumbered by concern 
over her husband’s health. 


encyclopedia, encyclopaedia —_/1n,sar-kla 
‘pi:d-i:-9/ n [C] a large collection of information 
about one or many subjects, often arranged al- 
phabetically in articles in a book or set of books, 
or available through a computer 


encyclopedic, encyclopaedic /in ,sai-kla'pi:d- 
1k/ adj covering a large range of knowledge, often 
in great detail 0 He has boundless energy and an 
encyclopedic memory. 


end LAST PART /end/ n[C] 1 the last or farthest 
part of something or of a period of time, beyond 
which it does not exist O She tied one end of the 
rope to a tree. O The punctuation at the end of this 
sentence is a period. © Did you stay to the end of the 
movie? O Steve can swim to the far end of the lake 
and back. 2 To be at an end is to be finished: His 
career was at an end. 3 If things are end to end, 
they are all facing in the same direction, with the 
back end of each against the front end of the next 
one: The new cars were lined up end to end. 
end /end/ v{I/T] © [T] She ended her speech on an 
optimistic note. © [I] Our arguments always end in 
tears. 
ending /'en-din/ n [C] 1 the last part of a pro- 
cess, esp. the way in which something stops exist- 
ing © The movie's ending is so romantic! 2 grammar 
An ending is a part added to a word that changes 
its meaning: To make “dog” plural, you add the end- 
ing “-s.” 
endless /'en-dlas/ adj [not gradable] If some- 
thing is endless, it never finishes or seems never to 
finish because it continues for so long: When | was 
a child, the summers seemed endless. 
endlessly /'en-dla:sli/ adv [not gradable] o Edu- 
cation policy is endlessly debated. 


PART /end/ n [C] a specific part or division of an 
activity O She takes care of the financial end of the 
business and | handle the marketing end. 

INTENTION /end/ n [C] something that your ac- 
tions or efforts are intended to achieve; an aim © 
To accomplish that end, you will have to work hard 
and be lucky, too. 

FOOTBALL PLAYER /end/ n [C] (in football) one of 
two players who begin play farthest from the ball 
© a defensive end 


WORD FAMILY end 


Nouns end Adjectives unending 


endless 


ending 
Verbs end 


Adverbs endlessly 


IDIOMS with end 


eat the end of your rope, at the end of your tether 
to have no more patience or strength © I’m at the 
end of my rope with these kids! 

ein the end after considering everything © In the 
end, she chose to go to Oberlin College. 

enot the end of the world not the worst thing 
that could happen © We’re hoping to win, but if we 
finish second it won't be the end of the world. 

eon end continuously © She practices the violin for 
hours on end. © Compare AT A STRETCH at STRETCH 
IDIOMS 


PHRASAL VERB with end 


eend up to reach a particular place or achieve a 
situation after other activities O After two weeks of 
traveling around Europe, we ended up in Paris. © The 
deals were popular at the time, but many ended up 
losing money. 
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endanger 


endanger /in'dein-d3ar/ v [T] to put someone 
or something in a situation in which it is likely to 
be harmed, damaged, or destroyed © Revealing 
that information might endanger our national 
security. 
endangered /1n'dein-d3ard/ adj 


endangered species n [C] a type of animal 
or plant that might stop existing because there are 
only a few of that type alive 


endear someone to someone /in'dir-ta, 
-tu, -,tu:/ phrasal verb to cause someone to be liked 
by another person © His fiery temper did not endear 
him to his coworkers. 


endearing /in‘dir-1n/ adj easily able to make 
people like you © Pickwick is endearing, as so many 
fools are. 


endeavor, Can, 8 endeavour /1n'dev-ar/ n [C/ 
U] an effort or attempt to do something © [C] Writ- 
ing is a very different endeavor than teaching. 
endeavor, Cdn, Br endeavour /1n'dev:ar/ v [+ to 
infinitive] fm/ to try to do something © / endeavored 
to explain the legal consequences of his action. 


endemic /en'dem:ik, in-/ adj (esp. of a disease 
or social condition) found particularly in a specific 
area or group © Some of these problems are endemic 
to big US cities. 


endive /'en-datv, ‘an-di:v/ n [U] a plant with 
long, narrow leaves that curl at the edges and that 
is eaten in salads 


endless /'en-dlas/ adj o See at END LAST PART 


endocrine /‘en-da-krin, -,krizn/ adj [not grad- 
able] biology of or relating to any of the organs 
of the body that make HORMONES (= chemicals 
which make the body grow and develop) and put 
them into the blood, or the hormones that they 
make 


endonuclease /en-dou'nu:kli: ers, -e1z/ n 
[C] biology a chemical substance produced in the 
body that breaks connections in DNA (= chemical 
that controls the structure and purpose of cells) 


endoplasmic reticulum /,en-dou 'plez: 
mik ra'tik-ja-lam/ n [C] a network of tubes within 
a cell that transports substances inside the cell and 
is needed for the production of PROTEINS (= chem- 
icals that are a necessary part of cells of living 
things) 


endorse SuPPORT /in'do:rs/ v [T] 1 to make a 
public statement of your approval or support for 
something or someone © We're not endorsing tax 
increases. O My wife has publicly endorsed Lunny for 
city council. 2 If someone endorses a product, a 
statement saying the person likes or uses the prod- 
uct is used in advertising the product. 
endorsement /in'do:r-smant/ n [C/U] 1 [U] 
Both candidates have been seeking the union’s en- 
dorsement. 2 An endorsement is also a public state- 
ment, esp. by someone who is famous, that the 
person uses or likes a particular product: [C] Some 
athletes get contracts for product endorsements 
worth millions of dollars. 


SIGN /1n'do:rs/ v[T] to write your name on a check 
© He endorsed the check and deposited it in his 
account. 
endorsement /in'do:r-smant/ n[C] © The bank 
won't take checks that have no endorsements. 


endothermic reaction /en-dou'd3r-mik 
ri: ‘eek: fan/ n [C] chemistry a chemical reaction 
that needs heat to happen 


endow /in'dav/ v [T] 1 to give money that will 
provide an income for a college or university, hos- 
pital, or other organization ° In 1937 Mellon en- 
dowed the National Gallery of Art. 2 lf someone or 
something is endowed with a particular quality or 
feature, the person or thing naturally has that 
quality or feature: People think Jefferson was en- 
dowed with great wisdom. 
endowment /in'dau-mant/ n [C] © We are try- 
ing to set up an endowment to support the library. 


endpoint /‘end point/ n[C] geometry a point 
at which a line SEGMENT ends 


end product n [C] the thing that is produced 
by an industrial process or an activity © Greed and 
selfishness are the end products of a system that al- 
ways puts the individual first. © Compare BY- 
PRODUCT 


end result n [C] what finally happens from a 
series of events © | followed the recipe, but the end 
result was disappointing. 


endure /in'dur/ v [I/T] to experience and bear 
something difficult, painful, or unpleasant © [T] We 
had to endure a nine-hour delay at the airport. © 
Sinatra's popularity endured for decades. 
endurance /1n'dur-ans/ n[U] the ability to con- 
tinue doing something for a long time © He began 
visiting the gym to build up his strength and 
endurance. 
enduring /1n'dur-1n/ adj continuing for a long 
time; lasting O He believed in the enduring power of 
love. 


end zone n [C] (in football) the area at the end 
of the field where a player with the ball can score 
a goal 


enemy /'en-a:-mi/ n[C] 1 a person who hates or 
opposes another person and tries to harm that 
person © Some enemies are spreading nasty gossip 
about her. O He views the press as the enemy. 2 The 
enemy is a country or the armed forces or people 
of a country that is at war with your own country: 
He was charged with espionage and aiding the 
enemy. 


energetic © / en-ar'dget-ik/ adj very active 
physically and mentally © The president was an en- 
ergetic campaigner. 
eneegbtically © /,en-ar'dget-1-kli/ adv © She 
energetically promotes women’s sports. 


energy © STRENGTH /'en-ar-d3i/n 1 the power 
and ability to be physically and mentally active o 
[U] They spent a lot of time and energy on the grant 
proposal. © [U] He wrote with a great burst of energy. 
2 Your energies are the total amount of your physi- 
cal and mental strength to do something: [pl] Al! 
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my energies were directed toward establishing an ac- 
ademic career. 

energize /'en-ar ,d3aiz/ v[T] to make something 
more active © The candidate is trying to energize 
voters. 
POWER /'en-ar-d3i/ n [C/U] physics power to do 
work that produces light, heat, or motion, or the 
fuel or electricity used for power © Certain materials 
acquired the ability to carry an electric charge with 
no loss of energy. © The cost of energy rose last 
month. 


WORD FAMILY energy 


Nouns energy Verbs energize 


Adjectives energetic 


Adverbs energetically 


enervating /‘en-ar veit-1n/ adj causing you to 
feel weak and lacking in energy © We found it en- 
ervating to work in the humid jungle heat. 


enforce © /1n'fo:rs, -'fours/ v[T] to cause a law 
or rule to be obeyed © We need to enforce the traffic 
laws. 
enforcement © /in'fo:r-smant, -'four-/ n[U] © 
law enforcement 


enfranchise /1n'‘frzen ,tfaiz/ v [T] politics & 
government to give a person or group of people 
the right to vote in elections 
enfranchisement /in ‘frzen ,tfaiz-mant/ n [U] 


engage INTEREST /in'geid3/ v [T] to cause 
someone to become interested or involved in an 
activity, or to attract someone’s interest O He wrote 
about things that engaged him. 


FIT TOGETHER /tn 'geid3/ v [I/T] to fit one part of a 
machine into another so they move together, or 
cause something to fit into and move together © 
[|] The gears won't engage. ©[T] You need to engage 
second gear. 

BEGIN FIGHTING /rn 'geid3/ v[T] to attack or begin 
to fight an enemy in a military operation © The 
marines engaged the enemy. 
engagement /in'geid3-mant/ n[C] © a military 
engagement © See also: ENGAGEMENT; ENGAGE- 
MENT at ENGAGED 

EMPLOY /in‘geid3/ v [T] to arrange to employ 
someone; HIRE © She decided to engage a personal 
assistant. © Her family engaged a tutor to teach her 
French. 


PHRASAL VERB with engage 


e engage in something to take part in or do some- 
thing © Most students engage in extracurricular ac- 
tivities after school and on weekends. 0 The men 
were engaged in a heated dispute. 


engaged /in'geid3d/ adj [not gradable] pub- 
licly promising that you intend to marry someone 
© They decided to get engaged. 
engagement /1n'ge1d3:mant/ n[C] © They an- 
nounced their engagement. © See also: ENGAGE- 
MENT; ENGAGEMENT at ENGAGE BEGIN FIGHTING 


engagement /in'geid3:mant/ n [C] an ar- 
rangement to do something or meet someone at 
a particular time and place © We have a dinner en- 
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gagement Thursday. 0 The Dance Theatre of Harlem 
began a two-week engagement at the Kennedy Cen- 
ter. O The governor has numerous speaking engage- 
ments (= arrangements to give formal speeches) 
next month. © See also: ENGAGEMENT at ENGAGE 
BEGIN FIGHTING; ENGAGEMENT at ENGAGED 


engagement ring n [C] a ring given by a 
man to a woman as a formal sign that they have 
decided to get married 


engaging /in'ger-d31n/ adj tending to please; 
attractive © He has an engaging manner. 


engender /tn'd3en-dar/ v [T] to cause some- 
thing to come into existence © Your book has en- 
gendered much controversy. 


engine /'en-dzan/ n [C] 1 a machine that uses 
the energy from fuel or steam to produce move- 
ment © The car has a four-cylinder engine. © (fig.) 
The health-care industry has been an engine of 
growth. © The plane was forced to land because of 
engine problems. 2 An engine (also locomotive) is 
a separate part of a train that pulls the other parts 
of the train. 


engineer PERSON /,en-d3a'nir/ n [C] 1 a per- 
son specially trained to design and build machines, 
structures, and other things, including bridges, 
roads, vehicles, and buildings © He is an engineer 
at a large electronics company. 2 An engineer is also 
a person whose job is to drive railroad trains. 
engineer /,en-d3a'nir/ v [T] to plan, design, or 
build according to scientific principles © The bridge 
is engineered to withstand an earthquake. 
engineering /,en-d3a'nir-1p/ n [U] the study of 
using scientific principles to design and build ma- 
chines, structures, and other things, including 
bridges, roads, vehicles, and buildings © civil/elec- 
trical/mechanical engineering © an engineering firm/ 
degree 

PLAN SKILLFULLY /,en-d39'nir/ v [T] to plan or do 
something in a skillful way © The administration en- 
gineered a compromise. 


English /‘ig-glif, -l1f/ n [U] [not gradable] 1 the 
language of the United Kingdom and the United 
States, used also in many other parts of the world 
© American/British/Canadian/Australian English 2 
English English is also a subject in school where 
you study the English language, literature, and 
writing. 


English as a foreign language, abbre. 
viation EFL n [U] English as taught to people whose 
main language is not English and who live in a 
country where English is not the official or main 
language. 


English as a second language, abbrevi- 
ation ESL n [U] English as taught to people whose 
main language is not English and who live in a 
country where English is an official or main 
language. 


English muffin /1n-glif'maf-an, -lif-/n[C]a 
type of small, flat, round bread that is usually 
heated before being eaten 
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engrave /in'greiv/ v [T] 1 to cut a picture or 
design, or letters into the surface of a hard sub- 
stance such as metal, wood, or stone © The 2000- 
year-old ivories are intricately carved and engraved 
with scenes of palace life. 2 If something is en- 
graved in your memory, mind, or heart, it is some- 
thing you will never forget. 
engraving /1n'gret-vin/ n [C/U] a picture or de- 
sign printed on paper from a hard, usually metal, 
surface in which cuts have been made, or this pro- 
cess © [C] The museum owns many fine 18th-century 
engravings. © [U] The book describes the art of 
engraving. 


engrossed /1n '‘groust/ adj giving all your atten- 
tion to something © We were engrossed in 
conversation. 
engrossing /1n'grou-sin/ adj taking all your at- 
tention; very interesting © She had written an en- 
grossing and moving Story. 


engulf /1n ‘galf/ v[T] to surround and cover com- 
pletely © Floodwaters engulfed midwestern 
farmlands. 


enhance © /in'hens/ v [T] to improve the 
quality, amount, or strength of something © The 
marinade enhances the flavor of the fish. © The 
county took steps to enhance water quality. 
enhancement @ /in'hen-smant/ n [C/U] © 
[C] The new system is a major enhancement in se- 
curity. O [U] Enhancement of local transportation is 
a priority. 


enigma /1'nig-ma/ n[C] someone or something 
that is mysterious and impossible to understand © 
He is an enigma to most people. 
enigmatic /,en-1g 'mzet-ik/ adj © an enigmatic 
smile 


enjoin /in‘d321n/ v[T] 1 to legally forbid or stop 
something by order of a court © The prosecutor's 
office hopes the court will enjoin the city from en- 
forcing the law. 2 Enjoin also means to order or 
strongly encourage someone to do something: 
Lawyers are enjoined to follow high ethical principals. 


enjoy LIKE TO DO /1n'd321/ v[T] 1 to feel happy 
because of doing or experiencing something © We 
enjoyed the scenery. © | enjoyed your book very 
much, © Enjoy your weekend. © She liked her job be- 
cause she enjoyed meeting people. 2 To enjoy your- 
self is to feel happy because of a situation or an 
event in which you took part: / really enjoyed myself 
last night. 
enjoyable /1n'd321-a-bal/ adj making you feel 
happy © The kids had an enjoyable time at the 
movies. 
enjoyment /1n'd3o1-mant/ n [U] © He gets a lot 
of enjoyment from listening to music. 


GRAMMAR mn 
enjoy 
When enjoy is followed by a verb, the verb 
must be in the -ing form. 
My parents enjoy walking in the mountains. 
My-parents-enjey_te-walk-in-the-mountains- 


WORD CHOICES enjoy 


A more formal way of saying “enjoy” is relish. 

Jonathan always relishes a challenge. 
When someone enjoys a situation or activity 
very much, you can use the phrasal verbs lap 
up or revel in. 

He lapped up all the attention they gave him. 

She reveled in her role as team manager. 
If someone enjoys doing something that other 
people think is unpleasant, the phrasal verb de- 
light in is sometimes used. 

She seems to delight in making other people 

look stupid. 

The verb savor is sometimes used when some- 
one enjoys something slowly so that he or she 
can appreciate it as much as possible. 

It was the first chocolate he’d had for over a 

year, so he savored every mouthful. 

When people enjoy themselves very much, in 
informal situations you can say that they are 
having a ball or a whale of a time. 

We had a ball in Miami. 

| had a whale of a time on the class trip. 


BENEFIT /1n'd3>1/ v[T] to have the benefit of some- 
thing © The schools here enjoy strong community 
support. © She enjoyed good health well into her 90s. 
enjoyment /1n‘ja1-mant/ n [U] benefit; use o 
Public parks are for the enjoyment of all the people. 


WORD FAMILY enjoy 


Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


enjoyment enjoy 


Adjectives enjoyable enjoyably 


enlarge /in'lard3/ v [T] 1 to become larger, or 
to cause something to become larger © The city 
council voted to enlarge the park. 2 lf you enlarge 
a photograph, you print a bigger copy of it. 
enlarged /in'lard3d/ adj [not gradable] © He suf- 
fers from an enlarged heart. 
enlargement /1n ‘lard3-mant/ n [C/U] 0 [C] My 
mother had an enlargement of the photograph 
framed. © [U] The new budget would have resulted 
in enlargement of the deficit. 


PHRASAL VERB with enlarge 


eenlarge on/upon [T] to speak or write about 
something in detail or in more detail © | was asked 
to enlarge upon my theory. 


enlighten /1n'lait-2n/ v [I/T] to cause someone 
to understand something by explaining it or by 
bringing new information or facts to that person’s 
attention © [I] The show is meant to both enlighten 
and entertain. © [T] We hope the pamphlet will en- 
lighten voters about the issues. 
enlightened /1n'lait:@nd/ adj 1 showing under- 
standing and wisdom in dealing with others © This 
company is an enlightened and reasonable employer. 
2 Enlightened also means open to new ideas and 
facts based on reason and science rather than fol- 
lowing old, false beliefs: Every enlightened person 
rejects racism in all its forms. 
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enlightening /in ‘lait-®n-1n/ adjo The discussion 
was enlightening. 

enlightenment /in ‘lait-°n-mant/ n[U] 1 Medi- 
tation helps me achieve enlightenment and serenity. 
2 world history The Enlightenment was the pe- 
riod in the 18th century in Europe when particular 
thinkers began to emphasize the importance of 
science and reason rather than religion and 
tradition. 


enlist JOIN /in'list/ v [I] 1 to join (an organiza- 
tion, esp. the armed forces) © He enlisted in the air 
force. 2 An enlisted man/woman is a person in the 
armed forces who is not an officer. 


ASK FOR HELP /in'list/ v [T] to ask someone for 
help or support, or to ask for and obtain help and 
support © The program enlists businesses in hiring 
inner city kids. 


enliven /1n‘la-van/ v [T] to make more interest- 
ing or active O Entertainment enlivened the meeting. 


enmity /‘en-mat-i/ n [U] strong dislike or hate 


enormity © LARGENESS /1'no:r-mat:-i/ n [U] 
great size or amount © The enormity of the wilder- 
ness awed us. 

TERRIBLE QUALITY /1'no:r-mat-i/ n [C/U] a terrible 
or immoral act, or how terrible or immoral some- 
thing is © [U] Shock over the enormity of the crime 
has subsided. © [C] Goya’s etchings depict in shock- 
ing detail the enormities of war. 


enormous © /1'no:r-mas/ adj extremely large 
or great © He ate an enormous helping of pasta. © 
The wealthy will get enormous tax cuts under the 
proposal. 
enormously @ /1'no:r-ma-sli/ adv very or very 
much © She was enormously rich. 


WORD FAMILY enormous 


Nouns enormity Adverbs enormously 


Adjectives enormous 


enough /1'naf/ adj, adv, pronoun 1 as much as 
is necessary; in the amount or to the degree 
needed © Do we have enough lettuce for a salad? © 
He had just enough time to make his train. © [+ to 
infinitive] Have you had enough to eat? © [+ to in- 
finitive] | think she’s well enough now to make the 
trip. © You'll find out when we're leaving soon 
enough. 2 Enough can also mean as much or more 
than is wanted: | think we've heard enough. © [+ to 
infinitive] ! have enough to do without taking on any 
more work, 


IDIOMS with enough 


e enough is enough this must stop © The play was 
dull and | decided enough is enough and left early. 
estrangely enough, funnily/oddly enough infm! 
even though it sounds unusual or strange © You 
mentioned Chris Martin — well funnily enough | saw 
him yesterday after all these years! 


enrage /in'reid3/ v [T] to cause someone to be- 
come very angry © School curriculum changes en- 
raged a number of parents. © Enraged readers 
boycotted the newspaper. 


entangle 


enrich /in'rit{/ v [T] 1 to improve the quality of 
something by adding something else © The heri- 
tage of Africa has greatly enriched American life. © 
Uranium is enriched for use in nuclear reactors. 2 To 
enrich is also to make richer: The rock music of the 
1960s enriched the big recording companies. 
enrichment /in'‘rit{-mant/ n [U] © a course of- 
fering language enrichment 


enroll /in'roul/ v[I/T] to put yourself or someone 
else on an official list for an activity or for mem- 
bership in a group, or to accept someone in such 
a list © [T] We have enrolled eighty children in this 
day-care program. © [Il] He enrolled at Penn State 
University. © [+ to infinitive] She enrolled in English. 
enrollment /in‘roul-mant/ n [C] © [C] Enroll- 
ments at medical schools are down this year. © En- 
rollment figures for next year are now available. 


en route /an'ru:t, en-, a-/ adv [not gradable] on 
the way to or from somewhere © The ambulance is 
en route to the hospital. © En route from New York 
to Boston, the bus crashed into a stalled car. 


ensconce /in'skans/ v [T always + adv/prep] to 
put in a place or comfortable position as if to stay 
there © She is fully ensconced in the Senate. © He 
was ensconced in a large armchair in his warm living 
room. 


ensemble /an'sam-bal, a-/ n[C] a group of peo- 
ple who perform music together, or a collection of 
things intended to be used together © a woodwind 
ensemble © | admired her ensemble of coat, hat, and 
shoes. 


enshrine /in'frain/ v [T always + adv/prep] to 
contain or keep in a place that is highly admired 
and respected © Only eight second basemen are en- 
shrined in the baseball Hall of Fame. © This principle 
is enshrined in the Constitution. 


ensign FLAG /'en-san/ n [C] a flag on a ship 
showing the country the ship belongs to 

OFFICER /‘'en:san/ n[C] a naval officer of the lowest 
rank 


enslave /in'sleiv/ v [T] to control someone by 
keeping the person in a bad or difficult situation 
where the person is not free, or to make a SLAVE 
(= person legally owned) of someone 


ensue /in'su:/ v [I] to happen after something 
else, esp. as a result of it O°Chaos ensued when 60 
charter schools run by one company were all sud- 
denly closed. © After his outburst, a long silence 
ensued. 
ensuing /in'su:-1p/ adj [not gradable] happen- 
ing after or following something else © In the en- 
suing decades he specialized in neurology. © Ensuing 
tests disclosed an irregular heartbeat. 


ensure © /1n'fur/ v [T] INSURE MAKE CERTAIN 


entail /in'teil/ v [T] to involve or make some- 
thing necessary © Any investment entails risk. 


entangle /in 'ten-gal/ v [T] to trap something 
within something else from which it is difficult to 
escape © A seal became entangled in the fishing net. 
© (fig.) The movie explores the entangled (= mixed 
together in many ways) lives of the five characters. 
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entanglement /1n'teen-gal-mant/ n [C] 1 the 
condition of being wrapped and twisted together 
in a mass © entanglements of cables and wires 2 An 
entanglement is a situation or relationship that 
you are involved in and that is difficult to escape 
from: a legal entanglement 


enter GOIN /‘ent-ar/ v[I/T] 1 to come or go into 
a place © [T] The orchestra entered the hall. 0 [T] He 
entered a shelter for the homeless. © [I] Half of the 
museum's visitors are children who enter for free. 2 
To enter is also to be admitted to or become a 
member of an organization: [|] He entered the army 
at the age of 18. 


USAGE@ 4) ie eae 
enter 
When it means to come or go into a place, the 
verb enter is not followed by a preposition. 
| entered the classroom. 
Lenteredinthe-classreom: 
Be careful not to use enter when you are talk- 
ing about getting into a vehicle. 
She got into the car. 
She-entered-the-car. 


BEGIN /‘ent-ar/ v[I/T] to begin or become involved 
in something © [T] The president maintained we 
were about to enter a period of unprecedented eco- 
nomic growth. © [|] She entered into an exclusive 
contract with an international sports shoe company. 


RECORD /'ent-ar/ v[T] 1 to make a record of some- 
thing; list © Did you enter your names in the guest 
book? © Use this computer to enter the data. O He 
was entered (= listed officially as taking part) in the 
shot put and discus events. 2 law To enter is to make 
something, such as a statement or a piece of EVI- 
DENCE, a part of the official record: He entered a 
plea of not guilty. 


WORD FAMILY enter 


Nouns entrance 
entrant 
entry 


Verbs 


enter 


enterprise /‘ent-ar ,praiz/ n [C/U] 1 an orga- 
nization, esp. a business, or a difficult and impor- 
tant plan, esp. one that will earn money © [U] 
private enterprise © [C] The road is bordered by shop- 
ping centers, restaurants, retail outlets, and other 
commercial enterprises. 2 Enterprise is also the will- 
ingness and energy to do something new that 
takes a lot of effort: [U] They’ve showed a great deal 
of enterprise in setting up this project. 
enterprising /‘ent-ar ,prar-z1n/ adj (of a person) 
good at thinking of and doing new and difficult 
things, esp. those that will make money © The busi- 
ness was started by a couple of enterprising women. 


entertain AMUSE /,ent-ar'tern/ v [I/T] to keep 
a person or a group of people interested or 
amused © [I] Children’s games and books seek to 
teach and entertain at the same time. © [T] Kerry 
and Bill entertained listeners of their radio show with 
tales of their adventures on an ocean cruise. 
entertainer /,ent-ar'ter-nar/ n [C] someone 
who sings, dances, tells jokes, etc., as a job 


entertaining /,ent-ar'ter-nin/ adj amusing and 
enjoyable © an entertaining movie 
entertainment /,ent-ar'tern-mant/ n [C/U] 
public shows, performances, or other ways of en- 
joying yourself © [C] popular/family entertainment 
© the entertainment industry © [U] We've set a bud- 
get for household expenses, clothing, and enter- 
tainment. 

INVITE /,ent:ar'tern/ v [I/T] to invite one or more 
people to your house and give food and drink to 
them © [T] She was a good cook and liked to enter- 
tain her friends with new dishes. © [|] We didn’t en- 
tertain much over the holidays this year. 


THINK ABOUT /,ent:-ar'tein/ v [T] to hold in your 
mind or to be willing to consider or accept © He 
entertained some doubts about how truthful the gov- 
ernment was. 


WORD FAMILY entertain 


Nouns entertainer Verbs entertain 


entertainment —,qdverbs entertainingly 
Adjectives entertaining 


enthrall /1n'ers:|/ v [T] to keep someone com- 
pletely interested © | was always enthralled by the 
rotary engine, and thought it was a neat idea. 
enthralling /1n'@ro:-l1q/ adj © Her performance 
was enthralling. 


enthuse /1n'6u:z/ v [I] to express excitement or 
interest O You don’t sound too enthused about the 
party tonight. 


enthusiasm /in'6u:-zi: ,z-am/ n [C/U] a feel- 
ing of energetic interest in a particular subject or 
activity and a desire to be involved in it, or a sub- 
ject that produces such a feeling © [U] / find that 
I’m losing my enthusiasm for the game. © [C] Parents 
need to share their enthusiasms with their children. 
enthusiast /1n '6u:-zi: zest, -ast/ n [C] someone 
who Is very interested in and involved with a par- 
ticular subject or activity © a@ computer-games 
enthusiast 
enthusiastic /1n ,Ou:-zi:'zs-tik/ adj © You don’t 
seem very enthusiastic about the movie. 
enthusiastically /1n 6u:-zi: 'zes-tr-kli/ advo She 
was welcomed enthusiastically by the crowd. 


WORD FAMILY enthusiasm 


enthusiasm Verbs — enthuse 


enthusiast 


Nouns 


Adverbs enthusiastically 
unenthusiastically 


Adjectives enthusiastic 
unenthusiastic 


entice /in 'tars/ v [T] to attract someone to a par- 
ticular place or activity by offering something 
pleasant or advantageous © People are enticed 
away from government jobs by higher salaries. 


entire /1n'tatr/ adj [not gradable] whole or com- 
plete, with nothing lacking, or continuous, with- 
out interruption © He read the entire book on the 
flight to Buenos Aires. © Her entire family gathered 
for their annual reunion. © | spent an entire month 
writing that report. 
entirely /1n'tatr-li/ adv [not gradable] 0./ admit 
it was entirely my fault. 
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environment 


entirety /in 'tar-rat-i, -'tairt-i/ n [U] Something in 
its entirety means all of something from begin- 
ning to end © / never read the contract in its entirety, 
just parts of it. 


entitle ALLOW /in'tait-9l/ v[T] to give someone 
the right to do or have something © He’s entitled 
fo his opinion even if you don’t agree with him. © 
Being over 65 entitles you to a discount at the 
movies. 

entitlement /in'tait:4l:-mant/ n [C/U] some- 
thing, often a benefit from the government, that 
you have the right to have © [U] Social Security and 
Medicare are popular entitlement programs in the 
US. 


GIVE TITLE /in 'tait-9l/ v[T] to give a title to a book, 
movie, etc. O Her latest novel, entitled “The Forgot- 
ten Child,” is arriving in bookstores this week. 


entity © /‘ent-at-i/ n [C] something that exists 
apart from other things, having its own indepen- 
dent existence © Although the two buildings are in 
separate locations, the museum they are part of is a 
single entity. 


entourage /,an-tu 'ra3/ n [C] the group of peo- 
ple who travel with and work for an important or 
famous person © Her usual entourage includes mu- 
sicians, backup singers, and technicians. 


entrance WAY IN /‘en-trans/ n [C/U] 1 a door, 
gate, etc., by which you can enter a building or 
place © [C] There are two entrances — one at the 
front and one at the back of the building. 2 Entrance 
is also the right to be admitted to a place or to an 
organization: [U] Entrance to the museum is free on 
Sundays. © [U] He took the entrance exam to law 
school yesterday. 

INTEREST /1n'trzens/ v [T] to hold the complete in- 
terest and attention of someone © We were en- 
tranced by mourners singing in glorious harmony, 
accompanied by guitar music. 


entrant /‘en-trant/ n [C] a person who takes 

part in a competition, or a new member of a 
school or organization © All entrants in the race 
should go to the starting line now. 


entrap /in'trzp/ v [T] -pp- to deceive someone 
into doing something wrong so that the person 
will be caught 
entrapment /in 'traep-mant/ n [U] © He claimed 
he was the victim of FBI entrapment. 


entrée /'an-tre1/ n[C] the main dish of a meal 


entrenched /in'trent{t/ adj esp. disapproving es- 
tablished firmly so that it cannot be changed © An 
entrenched bureaucracy stalled Gorbachev's efforts 
to modernize Soviet society. 


entrepreneur /,an-tra-pra'nar, -'nur/ n[C] a 
person who attempts to make a profit by starting 
a company or by operating alone in the business 
world, esp. when it involves taking risks © He’s an 
entrepreneur who made his money in computer 
software. 
entrepreneurial /,an-tra-pra'nar-i:-al,-'nur-/ adj 


entropy /‘en-tra-pi/, symbol $ n [U] physics, 
chemistry a measure of the amount of heat EN- 
ERGY that is not available to do work 


entrust /in'trast/ v [T always + adv/prep] to 
make someone responsible for someone or some- 
thing © We entrusted our dog to a neighbor when 
we went away on a trip. 


entry WAY IN /'en-tri/ n [C/U] the act or manner 
of entering a place or of entering into an organi- 
zation or relationship with others oO [U] America’s 
entry into the war was delayed. © [U] Entry to the 
basement is through a back stairway. © [U] Police 
gained entry by breaking a window. 

COMPETITION /'en-tri/ n[C] a person or thing that 
is part of a competition O There were five entries for 
best picture of the year. 

RECORD /‘en-tri/ n[C] a single written item in a list 
or collection of records © an entry in a diary 

DICTIONARY /'en-tri/ n [C] English a word listed in 
a dictionary and the information about it, or a sub- 
ject in an ENCYCLOPEDIA 


entryway /‘en-tri: we1/ n [C] an enclosed area 
through which you enter a building or a set of 
rooms within a building 


entwine /in'twain/ v [T] to twist together or 
around something © The old-fashioned porch was 
entwined with many creeping plants. © (fig.) In the 
old days, moviemaking was entwined with political 
and social life. 


enumerate /1'nu:-moa,reit/ v [T] to name 
things separately, one by one © The salesman enu- 
merated the features of the car. 


enunciate /1'nan:si: ,ert/ v [I/T] fm! 1 to state 
something clearly and often officially © [T] The ad- 
ministration enunciated a new policy on security is- 
sues. 2 To enunciate is also to pronounce words: 
[T} He enunciated his words carefully. 


envelop /in'vel-ap/ v [T] to cover or surround 
something completely © The entire area was en- 
veloped in fog. 


envelope /‘en-va,loup, ‘an-/ n[C] a usually rec- 
tangular paper container for a letter © Don’t forget 
fo put a stamp on the envelope. 


enviable /'en-vi:-9-bal/ adj © See at ENVY 
envious /'en-vi:-as/ adj © See at ENVY 


environment © NATURE /1n'vai-ran-mant, 
-'vairn-/ n [U] earth science the air, water, and 
land in or on which people, animals, and plants 
live O We’re trying to protect the environment from 
pollution. 

environmental © /in vat-ran'ment-, -,vairn-/ 
adj [not gradable] earth science © We’re here to 
discuss environmental issues. 

environmentalist @ /in vai-ran'ment-l-ast, 
-,vairn-/ n [C] earth science a person who has a 
specially strong interest in or knowledge of the 
natural environment, and who wants to preserve 
it and prevent damage to it O Environmentalists are 
working to improve the quality of our lakes and 
rivers. 

environmentally © /in var-ran'ment:41-i, -,vairn-/ 
adv [not gradable] earth science >» Usage: nature, 
the environment, or the countryside? at NATURE 
LIFE 
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environs 


310 


SURROUNDINGS /in'var-ran-mant, -'vairn-/ n [C] 
the conditions that you live or work in and the way 
that they influence how you feel or how effectively 
you can work © a good business environment © For 
preschoolers, the most stimulating environments are 
bright, airy, and offer daily outdoor activities. 


WORD FAMILY environment 


Nouns environment Adjectives environmental 
environmentalist adverbs 


environmentally 


environs /in'var-ranz, -'var-arnz/ pin the area 
surrounding a place, esp. a town 


envision /in'viz-an/, envisage /1n'v13-1d3/ v [T] 
to imagine or expect that something is a likely or 
desirable possibility in the future © He envisioned a 
partnership between business and government. © 
The company envisions adding at least five stores 
next year. 


envoy /‘en-vo1, 'an-/ n [C] someone who is sent 
as a representative from one government or or- 
ganization to another 


envy /'en-vi/ v [T] to wish that you had a quality 
or possession that another person has © | envy peo- 
ple so much who feel carefree. 
envy /‘en-vi/ n[U] © His new car is the envy of (= 
liked and wanted by) all his friends. 
enviable /'en-vi:-a-bal/ adj (esp. of a quality or 
advantage) causing you to wish that you also pos- 
sessed it; desirable O She has an enviable ability to 
work under pressure. 
envious /‘en-vi:-as/ adj wanting something an- 
other person has © /’m envious of people that have 
those big boats. 


enzyme /‘en-zaim/ n[C] biology any of a group 
of chemical substances that are produced by living 
cells and which cause particular chemical reactions 
to happen 


ephemeral /1'fem-a-ral/ adj lasting for only a 
short time © ephemeral fame 


epic /'ep-1k/ n [C] 1 a book or movie that is long 
and contains a lot of action, usually about a subject 
from the past 2 literature An epic is also a long 
poem about events in the past, often involving 
gods or kings and queens: The Iliad is the most fa- 
mous Greek epic. 
epic /'ep-1k/ adj happening over a long period 
and including a lot of difficulties © an epic struggle 
to achieve equality for African Americans 


epicenter /‘ep-1,sent-ar/ n[C] earth science 1 
the point on the earth’s surface directly above the 
origin of an EARTHQUAKE © The Great Nicobar is- 
lands lie at the closest point to the epicenter of the 
earthquake. 2 An epicenter is also the place that 
has the highest level of an activity: The U.S. cannot 
simply assume that it will remain the epicenter of 
scientific research and technological innovation. 


epidemic /,ep-3'dem-1k/ n [C] the appearance 
of a particular disease in a very large number of 
people during the same period of time © a flu 
epidemic 


epidermis /,ep-a'd3r-mas/ n[C/U] biology the 
thin outer layer of the skin 


epiglottis /,ep-a'glat-as/ n [C] biology a flat 
part at the back of the tongue, which closes when 
you swallow to stop food from entering the tube 
that air goes down 


epigram /‘ep-a ,grzem/ n [C] a short saying or 
poem that expresses an idea in an amusing way 


epilepsy /‘ep-alep-si/ n [U] a disease of the 
brain that may cause a person to become uncon- 
scious and fall, and to lose control of his or her 
movements for a short time 
epileptic /,ep-a'lep-tik/ adj [not gradable] 


epilogue ['ep-a,lag, -,lo:g/ n [C] literature a 
speech or piece of text added to the end of a play 
or book, often giving a short statement about 
what happens to the characters after the play or 
book finishes 


Episcopal /1'pis-ka-pal/ adj [not gradable] of a 
Christian religious group that is one of the Prot- 
estant churches © an Episcopal church/minister 
Episcopalian /1,p1s-ka'perl-jan/ n [C] © George 
is an Episcopalian. 
Episcopalian 
gradable] 


episode /'ep-a,soud/ n[C] 1 a single event or 
group of related events © That was an episode in 
my life that I'd like to forget. 2 literature An epi- 
sode is a series of actions or events that take place 
at one time in a work of literature. 3 An episode is 
also one of the parts of a television or radio pro- 
gram that is given as a series over a period of time. 


epitaph /‘ep-a ,tzf/ n[C] a short piece of writing 
or a poem about a dead person, esp. one written 
on a TOMBSTONE (= the stone over the place 
where someone is buried) 


epithet /‘ep-a,6et/ n [C] a word or phrase to 
describe someone, often as an insult © a racial epi- 
thet © His stubbornness earned him the epithet “Sen- 
ator No.” 


epitome /1'pit-a-mi/ n[U] the typical or highest 
example of a stated quality, as shown by a partic- 
ular person or thing © He was the epitome of the 
fashionable gentleman. 
epitomize /1'pit-a,maiz/ v [T] © His recordings 
came to epitomize American popular singing at its 
finest. 


epoch /'ep-ak, -,ak/ n[C] plepochs along period 
of time, esp. one in which there are new advances 
and great change 


equal SAME IN AMOUNT /"i:-kwal/, symbol = adj 
mathematics the same in amount, number, or 
size O One quart is equal to four cups. © Divide the 
class into equal groups. 

equal /'i:-kwal/, symbol = v mathematics © [L] 10 
+ 10 = 20 © [T] We hope to equal the amount of 
money we raised last year. 

equally /‘i:-kwa-li/ adj © The money was shared 
equally among the three sisters. 

DESERVING THE SAME /'i:-kwal/ adj the same in 
importance and (of people) deserving the same 


/t,pts:ka'perl-jan/ adj [not 
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treatment © equal rights © We want a society that 
promotes equal opportunity for all of its citizens. 
equal /'i:-kwal/ n [C] © In this country, we're all 
equals with the same rights. © As an all-around ath- 
lete he has no equal (= no one else is as good). 
equality /1'kwal-at-i/ n (U] the right of different 
groups of people to receive the same treatment © 
racial equality 


equal protection »n [U] US history a princi- 
ple included in the 14th AMENDMENT that says all 
people are to be treated equally by the law 


equal sign, equals sign n[C] mathematics the 
symbol = used between two written things to 
show that they are the same, esp. between the 
parts of a mathematical EQUATION 


equanimity /,ek-wa'nim-at-i, ji:-kwe-/ n [U] 
the state of being calm and in control of your emo- 
tions, esp. in a difficult situation © In spite of her 
financial troubles, she faced the future with 
equanimity. 


equate © /i'kweit/ v [T always + adv/prep] to 
consider as the same, or to connect in your mind 
© People sometimes equate money with happiness. 


equation © /1'kwei-3an/ n(C] mathematics a 
mathematical statement that two amounts, or two 
symbols or groups of symbols representing an 
amount, are equal © In the equation 3x - 3 = 15, x 
equals 6. 


equator /i'kweit-or/ n (U] earth science an 
imaginary line around the earth or another planet 
at an equal distance from the North Pole and the 
South Pole » Picture: earth 
equatorial /,ek-wa'to:r-i:-al, ,l:-kwa-/ adjearth 
science near the earth’s or another planet’s equa- 
tor, or typical of areas at and near the equator © 
the equatorial Pacific 


equestrian /1'kwes-tri:-an/ adj [not gradable] 
1 connected with the riding of horses 2 An eques- 
trian statue is a statue of a person on a horse. 


equidistant /,i:-kwa'dis-tant/ adj mathemat- 
ics equally distant 


equilateral triangle /,i:-kwo'lat-o-ral ‘trai 
,2g:gal, ,ek-wa-/ n [C] geometry a triangle that 
has all sides the same length » Picture: triangle 


equilibrant /,ek-wa'lib-rant, 1'kwil-a-brant/ n 
[C] physics a force that is able to balance a system 
of forces 


equilibrium /,it-kwa'lib-ri:-am, ,ek-wa-/ n[U] 
1 a state of balance © He devised a mathematical 
method to prove the existence of equilibrium among 
prices, production, and consumer demand. 2 biol- 
ogy Equilibrium is also the state of balance main- 
tained by the various organisms that tive in a 
particular environment. 3 physics Equilibrium also 
means a state of balance between opposing 
forces. 4 Equilibrium is also a state of mental calm. 


equinox /'i:-kwa,naks, ‘ek-wa-/ n [C] either of 
the two times during the year when the sun 
crosses the equator and day and night are of equal 
length, about March 21st and September 23rd © 
Compare SOLSTICE 


erase 


equip © PROVIDE /1'kwip/ v[T] -pp- to provide 
someone or something with objects that are 
needed for a particular activity or purpose © All of 
our Classrooms are equipped with computers. 
equipment © /1'kwip-mant/ n [U] the set of 
tools, clothing, etc., needed for a particular activity 
or purpose O computer/electrical/farm equipment 


GRAMMAR _ Fr . S=2 
equipment 
Remember equipment is uncountable and 
cannot be plural. 

Have you packed all the camping equipment? 


equipments? 


PREPARE /1'kwip/ v [T] -pp- to prepare someone or 
something with whatever is needed to deal with a 
particular situation © The convention center is 
equipped to handle 20,000 people daily. 0 | am not 
really equipped to discuss international affairs. 


equitable /‘ek-wat-a-bal/ adj treating everyone 
equally; fair © She charged that women are being 
denied equitable pay. 
equity /'ek-wat-i/ n [U] equal treatment; fairness 


equity /‘ek-wat-i/ n [C/U] 1 the money value of 
a property or business after debts have been sub- 
tracted 0 [(U] How much equity do you have in your 
home? 2 An equity is also one of the equal parts, 
or shares, into which the value of a company is 
divided. 


equivalent © /1'kwiv-9-lont/ adj 1 equal to or 
having the same effect as something else © A mile 
is equivalent to about 1.6 kilometers. 2 mathemat- 
ics Equivalent equations are two EQUATIONS (= 
mathematical statements) that have the same 
solutions. 
equivalent /1'‘kwiv-a-lant/ n (C] © A day on the 
planet Mercury is the equivalent of 176 days on 
Earth. 


equivocal /1 'kwiv-a-kal/ adj (of statements) un- 
clear and seeming to have two opposing mean- 
ings, or (of actions or ways of behaving) confusing 
and able to be understood in two different ways © 
She gave an equivocal response. 


ER n [C] abbreviation for EMERGENCY ROOM (= the 
place in a hospital for people who need immediate 
medical care) © You should go to the ER if you have 
chest pains. 


era /‘ir-a, ‘era, ‘i:-ra/ n [C] a period of time 
known for particular events or developments © She 
was one of the more remarkable women of her era. 


eradicate /1'rzd-o keit/ v [T] to get rid of or 
destroy something completely © A new vaccine 
eradicated polio. 


erase DESTROY /1'reis/ v[T] to destroy or remove 
something completely © A subdirectory filled with 
precious data can be erased if you are not careful. 

RUB AWAY /1'reis/ v[T] to remove something writ- 
ten or a mark by rubbing 9 / kept changing my mind 
and erasing my answers on the test. 
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eraser /t'rer-sar/ n [C] a small piece of rubber 
that can be used to remove marks, esp. pencil 
marks on paper 


erect BUILD /1'rekt/ v [T] to build a building or 
other structure © They decided to erect a bridge 
across the Niagara Gorge. 


VERTICAL /1'rekt/ adj in a straight vertical position 
O erect posture 
erect /1'rekt/ v[T] to put up or raise to a vertical 
position O They’re erecting a big circus tent. 


erode @ /1'roud/ v [I/T] 1 to weaken or damage 
something by taking away parts of it gradually, or 
to become weaker in this way © [T] Budget cuts 
could further erode the benefit package provided for 
by the contract. 2 earth science If a natural feature 
or physical object erodes, it is damaged by the ef- 
fect of weather. 
erosion @ /1'rou-3an/ n[U] 1 the weakening or 
damage done to something by a series of gradual 
losses of parts of it O an erosion of academic stan- 
dards 2 earth science Erosion of a natural feature 
or physical object is damage caused by the effect 
of weather: soil erosion 
erosional /1'rou-3an-*l/ adj earth science 


erotic /1'rat-1k/ adj causing or related to sexual 
feelings 


err /er, 3r/ v [I] to make a mistake © /t’s preferable 
to err on the side of caution (= to be too careful) 
rather than risk disaster. 


errand /'er-and/ n[C] a short trip you make to 
do something, such as buying or delivering things 
in the neighborhood © He would clean, do errands, 
and babysit for their 7-year-old daughter. © I’ve got 
to run a few errands (= do errands) and then stop 
by my mother’s. 


errant /‘er-ant/ adj [not gradable] 1 going in a 
wrong direction © An errant throw cost them the 
game. 2 not correctly done or not behaving well 
© Teachers dislike errant spellings and misused 
words. 


erratic /1'rat-1k/ adj changing suddenly and un- 
expectedly © an erratic schedule 


erroneous © /1'rou-ni:-as/ adj based on false 
information and therefore wrong; false © an erro- 
neous assumption 
erroneously @ /1'rou-ni:-a-sli/ adv 


error © /‘er-ar/ n[C/U] a mistake, esp. in a way 
that can be discovered as wrong, or the making of 
such mistakes © [C] a spelling/mathematical error © 
[U] Investigators said the train crash was caused by 
human error rather than mechanical failure. > Us- 
age: fault or mistake/error? at FAULT SOMETHING 
WRONG 


erudite /‘er-j datt/ adj fmi having or showing a 
lot of knowledge, esp. from reading and studying 
© She is a scholarly and erudite person. 


erupt /1'rapt/ v [I] 1 to burst out suddenly or 
explode © The crowd erupted in cheers. © The build- 
ing erupted in flames when the plane struck it. 2 
earth science |f a VOLCANO (= type of mountain) 


erupts, it begins to throw out hot rocks and burn- 
ing substances. 
eruption /r'rap:fan/ n[C] earth science 


escalate /'es-ka leit/ v [I/T] to make or become 
greater or more serious © [T] Sending in more troops 
would escalate the war. © [I] Our costs escalated con- 
siderably over the next few years. 
escalating /'es-ka,lert-1n/ adj [not gradable] © 
escalating tensions/prices 
escalation /,es-ka'ler-fan/ n [C/U] the process 
of becoming greater or more serious, or a partic- 
ular situation when this happens © [U] the escala- 
tion of costs © [C] military escalation 


escalator /'es-ka leit: ar/ n[C] a set of stairs that 
moves by electric power and on which people can 
stand to be taken up and down from one level to 
another, usually within a building 


escapade /'es:ka,peid/ n [C usually pl] an act 
or situation that is exciting because it shows be- 
havior that is not controlled as it usually is 0 Their 
escapades sound as if they could be ripped from the 
pages of “Tom Sawyer” and “Huckleberry Finn.” 


escape /1'skerp/ v[I/T] to become free or get free 
from, or to avoid something © [I] to escape from 
prison/a burning house © [T] The book’s faults have 
not escaped the notice of (= not been avoided being 
noticed by) critics. 
escape /1'sketp/ n [C/U] 1 the act or possibility 
of becoming free or getting away from a place 
where you are kept esp. by force, or of avoiding a 
dangerous situation © [C] The blast knocked me 
down - it was a narrow escape (= | was almost hurt 
badly). 2 An escape is also an unintentional loss: 
[C] an escape of radioactive fuel 


WORD FAMILY escape 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


escape 
escapism 


escape 
inescapably 


Adjectives inescapable 


escapism /1'sker,piz-om/ n [U] the activity of 
avoiding reality by imagining exciting but impos- 
sible activities 


escarpment /1'skarp-mant/ n [C] earth sci- 
ence a long, high area of continuous rock that has 
one steep side 


eschew /1s'tfu:/ v [T] fm/ to avoid something in- 
tentionally, or to give up something © The leaders 
of the organization eschewed the term “union,” pre- 
ferring “guild.” 


escort /1s'ko:rt, es-/ v[T] to go with someone or 
something as a companion or guard © He escorted 
her to her car in the parking lot because it was after 
dark. 
escort /'es:ko:rt/ n[C] a companion or guard for 
someone or something © Anytime a clerk transfers 
money, he is provided with an armed escort. 


Eskimo /‘es-ka,mou/, Inuit n [C] p/ Eskimos a 
member of a group of people who live in the cold 
northern areas of North America, Russia, and 
Greenland © USAGE: This word is considered offen- 
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sive by some people. In Canada and Greenland, 
the preferred name is Inuit. 


ESL n[U] abbreviation for ENGLISH AS A SECOND LAN- 
GUAGE © Luisa teaches ESL in California. 


esophagus /1'saf-3:gas/ n[C] biology the tube 
in the body that carries food from the mouth to 
the stomach 


esoteric /,es-a'ter-1k/ adj intended for or under- 
stood by only a few people who have special 
knowledge © Literary readings can sometimes seem 
esoteric, but we are trying to make them more at- 
tractive to more people. 


esp. adv abbreviation for ESPECIALLY 


especially /1'spef-li, -a-li/ adv (used to empha- 
size the importance of one thing among others of 
its type or to point to one thing among others) 
very; particularly © He was especially fond of his 
youngest brother. © She campaigned throughout the 
US, but especially in the northeast. » Confusables: 
specially or especially? at SPECIAL PARTICULAR 


espionage /'es-pit-3 naz, Cdn often -,nze3/ n [U] 
the discovering of a country’s or business organi- 
zation’s secrets by using SPIES (= people who se- 
cretly gather information within a country or 
organization) © industrial espionage 


espouse /1s'pauz/ v[T] fm/ to support an activity 
Or opinion © He espoused conservative political 
views. 


espresso /es'pres-ou, 1k'spres-/ n [C/U] pi es- 
pressos coffee made by forcing steam through 
crushed coffee beans and served without milk, or 
a small cup filled with this coffee 


esprit de corps /es,priid-a'ka:r, -'kour/ n[U] 
the proud and comfortable feeling that you are a 
member of a group whose purpose you believe in 
O People who live on houseboats have a certain esprit 
de corps. 


essay /'es-e1/ n[C] 1 literature a short piece of 
writing on a particular subject, often expressing 
personal views 2 In a school test, an essay is a writ- 
ten answer that includes information and discus- 
sion, usually to test how well the student 
understands the subject. 


essence IMPORTANCE /'es:ans/ n[U] 1 the basic 
meaning or importance of something © The es- 
sence of punk was a revolt against both the sound 
and the system of popular music. 2 In essence 
means that what follows is a brief statement of the 
basic meaning of something: /n essence, she’s say- 
ing that she may quit her job. 

SMELL/TASTE /'es-ans/ n[C] a chemical substance 
obtained from plants that has a strong smell or 
taste and can be used to flavor foods or provide a 
pleasant smell, such as in PERFUMES 


WORD FAMILY essence 


Adjectives essential 
Adverbs 


Nouns essence 


essentials essentially 


essential /1'sen-tfal/ adj 1 extremely important 
or necessary © A knowledge of Spanish is essential 


esterification 


for this job. 2 Essential also means basic to the na- 
ture of someone or something: There is an essential 
difference between the two sisters in their approach 
to life. 

essential /1'sen-tfal/ n[C usually pl] 1 the basic 
things you need to live © The study estimated the 
cost of essentials for a family of four — its food, shelter, 
and clothing needs. 2 Essentials are also the basic 
or most important part of something: the essentials 
of chemistry 

essentially /1'sen-tfa-li/ adv [not gradable] © Es- 
sentially she’s saying that she is not interested in see- 
ing you again. 


establish © START /1'stzeb-I1{/ v [T] to start 
something that will last for a long time, or to create 
or set something in a particular way © He helped to 
establish the University of California at Berkeley. © 
Once we establish the price, we can begin to market 
the product. 
establishment © /1'stzb-l1J-mant/ n[U] © She 
called for the establishment of nationwide academic 
standards. 


ACCEPT /1'stzeb-l1{/ v [T] to cause someone or 
something to be accepted generally 0 She’s estab- 
lished herself as a leading authority on urban 
problems. 

established © /1'stzeb-Irft/ adj generally ac- 
cepted or familiar, esp. because of having a long 
history © an established procedure 


PROVE /1'stzeb-l1J/ v [T] to prove something or 
show the state of something, esp. by collecting 
facts or information about it © The coroner has not 
yet established the cause of death. © [+ question 
word] We’re trying to establish what happened here. 


establishment © /1'stzeb-I1f-mant/ n[C] 1 
the people who have most of the power within 
government.or society or in a particular business 
or activity O the diplomatic/educational/literary es- 
tablishment 2 An establishment is a particular place 
of business: © Visitors come to shop in the fashion- 
able new establishments downtown. 


estate © /i'stert/ n [C] 1 a large, privately 
owned area of land in the country, often with a 
large house 2 law A person’s estate is everything 
the person owns when he or she dies. 3 Br An es- 
tate is a group of houses or factories built in a 
planned way. 


estate agent n [C] 8 a REAL ESTATE AGENT. 


Estates-Generall, States General n [U] world 
history the legislative ASSEMBLY in France until 
1789, made up of CLERGY, the NOBILITY, and or- 
dinary people 


esteem /1'sti:m/ n[U] respect for or a high opin- 
ion of someone © We held them in high/low esteem 
(= We respected them a lot/very little). 
esteemed /1'sti:m/ adj fm! highly respected © It 
is my honor to introduce our esteemed senator. 


ester /'es:tar/ n[C] chemistry any of several sub- 
stances produced by a reaction between an acid 
and an alcohol 


esterification /ester-a-fa'kerfan/ n [U] 
chemistry the process of changing a substance 
into an ESTER 
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esthetic 


esthetic /es'¢et-1k, 1s-/ adj AESTHETIC 


estimable /‘es-ta-ma-bal/ adj [not gradable] fm 
considered with respect © She ran an estimable if 
obscure publishing house for nearly fifty years. 


estimate © /'es-ta-mat/ n[C] 1a judgment or 
calculation of approximately how large or how 
great something is © / can only make a rough esti- 
mate (= an amount that is not exact) of how many 
people will attend. 2 An estimate is also a statement 
of the likely cost of building something or doing 
some other work. 
estimate © /'es-ta,meit/ v [T] © We estimated 
his wealth at $500 million. © [+ (that) clause] Doc- 
tors estimate (that) he has a 70 percent chance of 
recovering. 
estimation © /,es-ta'mer: fan/ n[U] judgment; 
opinion © The first novel was successful, whereas the 
second, in my estimation, was not. 


WORD FAMILY estimate 


Verbs estimate 
overestimate 
underestimate 


Nouns estimate 


estimation 


estranged /1'strernd3d/ adj [not gradable] 
lacking interest in and no longer close or friendly 
with someone, esp. a family member or friend 


estrogen /'es-tra-dzan/ n [U] biology a female 
HORMONE (= chemical substance produced in the 
body) that is important in sexual development and 
that causes changes in the uterus 


estuary /'es-tfa,wer-i/ n[C] the part of a river 
or other area of water where it joins the sea, and 
where fresh water and salt water are mixed 


et al. /et'zl/ adv abbreviation for et alii (= and other 
people) © The method is described in an article by 
Feynman et al. © USAGE: Used, esp. in writing, after 
one or more names. 


etc. /et,set-a-ra, It-, -'se-tra/ adv abbreviation for et 
cetera (= and other similar things) © The children 
use computers in many instructional areas, including 
math, science, language study, etc. © USAGE: Used 
after a list. 


etch /et{/ v[T] to cuta pattern, picture, etc., ina 
surface O Rory ordered a baseball bat with his own 
name etched in the wood. © (fig.) The building had 
become etched in clear detail in her mind. 
etching /‘etf-1n/ n [C] a picture produced by 
printing from a metal plate that has been prepared 
with acid 


eternal /1't3rn-41, i:-/ adj [not gradable] lasting 
forever, or seeming to be without end © They swore 
eternal loyalty to each other. 
eternally /1't3rn-4l-i, i:-/ adv [not gradable] 0 I’d 
be eternally grateful if you’d handle it. 


eternity /1'tsr-nat-i, i:-/ n [U] time that never 
ends © At her age, even a few months can seem like 
an eternity. 


ethane /'e¢-e1n/ n [U] chemistry a gas with no 
smell or color, which burns easily and is found in 
NATURAL GAS and PETROLEUM 


ethanol /'e6-a ,no:1, -,noul/, ethyl alcohol n [U] 
chemistry a colorless alcohol made from grain and 
sugar that is VOLATILE (= easily changes to a gas) 
and burns easily, and is used in medicines and 
other substances and in alcoholic drinks 


ethene /'ee-i:n/ n (U] chemistry ETHYLENE 


ether /‘i:-9ar/ n [U] chemistry a colorless liquid 
used, esp. in the past, to put people to sleep before 
an operation 


ethereal /:'err-i:-al/ adj extremely light and 
delicate, as if not of this world © ethereal music © 
an ethereal beauty 


ethic © /'e6-1k/ n [C usually pl] a system of ac- 
cepted beliefs that control behavior, esp. such a 
system based on morals © Our school promotes an 
ethic of service to the community. 
ethical © /'e0-1-kal/ adj © No ethical physician 
would prescribe that drug. 
ethically @ /'e@-1-kli/ adv © Laughing at your cli- 
ents is ethically wrong. 
ethics @ /'e@-1ks/ n[U] the study of what is mor- 
ally right and wrong, or a set of beliefs about what 
is morally right and wrong © They’re completely 
lacking in ethics. 


ethnic © /'e6-nik/ adj relating to or character- 
istic of a large group of people who have the same 
national, racial, or cultural origins, and who usually 
speak the same language © an ethnic neighborhood 
© She loves ethnic foods, especially Ethiopian and 
Japanese. 
ethnically /'e@-nt1-kli/ adv © an ethnically diverse 
community 
ethnicity @ /ed'nis-at-i/ n [C/U] © [U] They 
place no importance on ethnicity. 


ethnic cleansing n[U] world history the or- 
ganized, often violent attempt by one cultural or 
racial group to remove from a country or area all 
members of a different group 


ethnocentric /,e8-nou'sen-trik/ adj social 
studies preferring a particular race or culture to all 
others 
ethnocentrism /,e9-nou'sen-triz-am/ n[U] be- 
lief that a particular race or culture is better than 
others 


ethos /'i:-6as/ n [U] the set of moral beliefs, atti- 
tudes, habits, etc., that are characteristic of a per- 
son or group O Violence is part of their ethos. 

ethylene /'e6-ali:n/, ethene /'e@-i:n/ n [U] 
chemistry a colorless gas with a slightly sweet 
smell that burns easily and is often used in industry 


etiquette /‘et-a-kat/ n [U] the set of rules or 
customs that control accepted behavior in partic- 
ular social groups or social situations 

etymology /,et-3'mal-a-d3i/_n [C/U] English 
the origin and history of a word or words, or the 
study of word origins 


EU n [U] abbreviation for EUROPEAN UNION 


Eucharist /‘ju:-ko-rast/ n [U] the Christian cer- 
emony based on Jesus’s last meal with those who 
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followed him, or the bread and wine used in this 
ceremony 


eukaryotic / ju: ker-i:'at-1k/ adj [not grada- 
ble] biology (of a cell) containing a NUCLEUS and 
other structures, each with its own purpose 


eulogy /‘ju:-la-d3i/ n [C/U] a speech or piece of 
writing containing great praise, esp. for someone 
who has recently died © [C] He delivered the eulogy 
at his father’s funeral. 


eunuch /‘ju:-nok, -nik/ n [C] pl eunuchs a man 
who has been CASTRATED (= had the sex organs 
that produce sperm removed) 


euphemism /‘ju:-fa,miz-am/ n [C/U] the use 
of a word or phrase to avoid saying another word 
or phrase that may be unpleasant or offensive, or 
the word or phrase used © [C] The phrase “left to 
pursue other interests” is a euphemism for “fired.” 
euphemistic /,ju:-fa'mis-tik/ adj © euphemistic 
words for “dead” 


euphoria /ju 'fa:r-i:-a, -'four-/ n [U] a feeling of 
extreme happiness or confidence © We were caught 
up in the euphoria of the moment. 
euphoric /ju‘fa:r-tk, -'far-/ adj © a euphoric ex- 
pression © a euphoric mood 


euro /'jur-ou/ n [C] pi euros the basic unit of 
money of the European Union 


European / jur-a'pi:-an/ adj, n[C] (a person) of 
or coming from Europe 


European Union, abbreviation EU n [(U] a 
group of European countries that act together in 
political and economic matters 


euthanasia / ju:-6a'ne1-39/ n [U] the killing of 
someone who is very ill to end the person’s 
suffering 


evacuate /1'vek:ja,weit/ v [I/T] 1 to remove 
people from a dangerous place © [T] Residents were 
ordered to evacuate the area before the hurricane 
made landfall. 2 science Evacuate means to re- 
move something, esp. a gas or liquid, from a 
container. 

evacuation /1,veek-ja'wer-fan/ n [C/U] o [U] A 
chemical spill prompted the evacuation of area 
residents. 


evade /1'veid/ v{T] to avoid something unpleas- 
ant or unwanted, or to manage not to do (some- 
thing that should be done) © She’s trying to evade 
my questions. © He was convicted of evading taxes. 
evasion /1'ver-3an/ n [C/U] © [U] tax evasion o 
[C] a political speech full of evasions 
evasive /1'vei-siv, -z1v/ adj © Are you being delib- 
erately evasive? © The pilot had to take evasive action 
to avoid the other plane. 


evaluate © /:'vzl-jo,weit/ v[T] to judge or cal- 
culate the quality, importance, amount, or value 
of something © Doctors evaluate the patient’s con- 
dition. © [+ question word] Have they evaluated 
what their next step is? 
evaluation © /1,vel-ja'wer Jan/ n [C/U] © [C] 
Student evaluations of the class will be collected next 
week. 


even 


evangelical /,j: van'd3el-1-kal, ,ev-an-/ adj 
{not gradable] according to the teachings of the 
Christian religion and GOSPELS, or relating to 
Christian groups that believe in the importance of 
the Bible, acceptance of God, and SALVATION 
evangelical /,i: veen'd3el-1-kal, ,ev-an-/ n[C] 0 
a member of an evangelical group 


evangelist /1 'ven-d3a-last/ n{C] a person who 
speaks in public and tries to persuade people to 
become Christians, esp. in the past by traveling 
and holding religious meetings 
evangelism /1'veen-d39 ,l1z-am/ n [U] 
evangelistic /1,vaen-d3a'lis-tik/ adj 


evaporate /i'vzp-a reit/ v [I/T] 1 chemistry, 
biology, earth science to cause a liquid to change 
to a gas, esp. by heating © Some water evaporates 
to form clouds. 2 3 |If something such as a feeling 
or problem evaporates, it suddenly disappears. © 
[I] The issue of global warming is not just going to 
evaporate. 
evaporation /1 ,vep-a'rer:fan/ n[U] chemistry, 
biology the process of changing from a liquid to 
a gas, or a change from a liquid to a gas 


evapotranspiration = /1'vep-ou ,tran-spa 
‘rer: fan/ n(U] earth science the process in which 
water moves from the earth to the air from EVAP- 
ORATION (= water changing to a gas) and from 
TRANSPIRATION (= water lost from plants) 


evasion /1'ver-3an/ n [C/U] © See at EVADE 
evasive /1'ver-siv, -ziv/ adj © See at EVADE 


eve /i:v/ n[U] the evening or day before a holiday, 
or the period immediately before an important 
event © New Year's Eve © the eve of the election 


even EQUAL /'i:-van/ adj equal or equally bal- 
anced © The class has a pretty even mix of boys and 
girls. 0 | bought the tickets, so if you pay for dinner 
we'll be even (= you will not owe me any money). 
evenly /‘i:-van-li/ adv © Divide the mixture evenly 
between the two pans. 
even /‘i:-van/ v[I/T] to make equal © [T] Tonight’s 
win evens their record at 6-6. 0 [M] They won the 
next night to even up the score. © [M] Taking me to 
the movies isn't going to even things out. 

CONTINUOUS /'i:-van/ adj continuous or regular © 
We walked at an even pace. 
evenly /‘i:-van:li/ adv 1 She breathed evenly. 2 To 
say something evenly is to speak without showing 
emotion: “You have no right to do that,” he said 
evenly. 


FLAT /‘i:-van/ adj flat and smooth, or on the same 
level 0 The snow was even with the kitchen doorstep. 


NUMBER /'i:-van/ adj [not gradable] (of numbers) 
able to be exactly divided by two © The result 
should be an even number. © Compare ODD NUM- 
BER 


EMPHASIS /'i:-van/ adv [not gradable] used to em- 
phasize a comparison or the unexpected or ex- 
treme characteristic of something © Even smart 
people can make mistakes. © She never cried — not 
even when she was badly hurt. © Even with a good 
education, you need some common sense to get 
ahead. © The new Service Is one of the most useful 
and popular on the Web. Even better, it’s free to use. 
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even-handed 


316 


MORE EXACTLY /'i::van/ adv [not gradable] used 
when you want to be more exact or detailed about 
something you have just said © I’d like to get a place 
in the Rocky Mountains, maybe Colorado or Mon- 
tana — Idaho even. 


IDIOMS with even 


e even if whether or not © Even if you apologize, she 
still may not forgive you. 

eeven so although it is true © The phone system 
has improved, but even so, there are still very few 
houses with phones. 

eeven though despite the fact that o Even though 
he never completed college, he runs a successful soft- 
ware company. 


even-handed adj fair to everyone involved © 
even-handed coverage of a volatile issue 


evening /‘i:v-nin/ n [C/U] the part of the day 
between the afternoon and the night © [C] We al- 
ways go to the movies on Friday evenings. 


evening dress, evening gown n [C] a dress 
worn to formal evening parties and events 


event /1'vent/ n [C] 1 anything that happens, 
esp. something important or unusual © sporting 
events O a charity/fundraising event © political/world 
events O She later gave me her version of events. 2 
mathematics An event is also one particular group 
of OUTCOMES (= results) among all possible out- 
comes when experimenting with PROBABILITY (= 
the likelihood of something happening). 3 An 
event is also one of a set of races or competitions: 
the women’s 200-meter event 
eventful /1'vent-fal/ adj full of important or in- 
teresting happenings © She led a long and eventful 
life. 


WORD FAMILY event 


Nouns event Adjectives eventful 
uneventful 


eventual 


Adverbs eventfully 
eventually 


IDIOMS with event 


ein any event whatever happens © | hope to see 
her this afternoon, but in any event I'm leaving town 
tomorrow. 

ein the event of something, in the event that 
something happens if something should happen © 
In the event of an actual emergency, you will be told 
what to do. © In the event that the performance is 
canceled, you can get your money back. 


eventual © /1'ven-tJa-wal/ adj [not gradable] 
happening at a later time or as a result at the end 
© The eventual cost of the new facility has not been 
revealed. 
eventually © /1'ventJ-wa:li/ adv [not gradable] 
© You learn a lot in school, but eventually you forget 
most of it. 


COMMON LEARNER ERROR 


eventual/eventually 


These words have only a single meaning: “hap- 
pening at a later time or as a result at the end.” 


Be careful not to use eventually like “finally” at 
the end of a list of points in an argument. 


Firstly... Secondly... Thirdly...Finally. 


Eventually also cannot be used to mean “pos- 
sible” or “possibly.” 
It would be great if the kids could see and, if 
possible, touch the animals. 
d+ ey. a 
Eventually also cannot be used to mean 
face 
He confessed that in fact he had never sent 
the letter. 
He-confessed_that-he-eventually had -never 
sent-the-etter. 


“in 


eventuality © /1,ven-tfa'wel-at-i/ n [C] a 
possible happening or result © / thought | could 
cope with any eventuality. 


ever AT ANY TIME /‘ev-ar/ adv [not gradable] at 
any time © Nothing ever happens here. © Have you 
ever been to Europe? © | thought she was famous, 
but none of my friends have ever heard of her. o We 
are spending more money than ever. O He hardly ever 
washes the dishes (= almost never). 


ALWAYS /‘ev-ar/ adv [not gradable] always, or con- 
tinuously © Her record grows ever more impressive 
over the years. O There’s an ever-increasing demand 
for new styles. 0 | have taught school ever since my 
children were little. 


EMPHASIS /'ev-ar/ adv [not gradable] used to em- 
phasize an adjective © | saw john Coltrane's last con- 
cert ever, O Was she ever angry (= She was very 
angry)! 


evergreen /'ev-ar ,gri:n/ adj [not gradable] (of 
a plant, bush, or tree) having leaves for the whole 
year O Compare DECIDUOUS 
evergreen /'ev-ar gri:n/ n [C] © Spruces, pines, 
and ivy are evergreens. 


everlasting /,ev-ar'les-tin/ adj [not gradable] 
lasting forever, or continuing for a long time © To 
his everlasting credit, he’s the only one who said it 
was wrong. 


every ALL /‘ev-ri/ adj used when referring to all 
the members of a group of three or more consid- 
ered separately © Every employee will receive a bo- 
nus this year. © They're open every day. © Make sure 
you eat every bit of dinner. © Tour guides tend to 
travelers’ every need (= all their needs). 


_ SPELLING ip 
every 


“~. 


i= a 


When every- is used as a combining form, such 
as with body, one, thing, or where, you write 
the words together as one word. 


Everybody needs to bring something to eat. 
Can everyone see the blackboard? 
Have you got everything you need? 


Have-yett-got-every-thing-you need? 
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I’ve looked everywhere for it. 
In other situations, where every is used as an 
adjective, a space is used between it and the 
follow noun. 
You have to take your membership card every 
time you go. 
Do you go jogging every morning? 


REPEATED /'‘ev-ri/ adj used to show that something 
is repeated regularly © Computers perform millions 
of calculations every second. 0 In many places, mal- 
nutrition affects every third child (= one child in 
three). 


GREATEST /‘ev-ri/ adj the greatest possible © Every 
effort is being made to fix it. O She has every right to 
be proud of herself. 


IDIOMS with every 


eevery inch of something all of something © Cas- 
sandra knows every inch of Boston. 

eevery nook and cranny every part of a place © 
Books were stuffed into every nook and cranny of his 
office. 

eevery now and then, every now and again 
sometimes, but not regularly © We still get together 
for lunch every now and then. 

eevery once in a while, every so often sometimes, 
but not regularly © You meet some really interesting 
people every once in a while. 

eevery other something not each one in a series, 
but every two © The conference used to be held every 
year, but now it takes place every other year. 0 We 
get together every other Saturday for lunch. 

eevery single, every last each © | don’t need to 
know every single detail of his life. 0 USAGE: Used 
for emphasis. 


everybody /‘ev-ri:,bad-i, -,oad-i/ pronoun 
EVERYONE 


everyday /‘ev-ri: ,dei/ adj ordinary, typical, or 
usual © The movie is about the everyday lives of 
working mothers. 


everyone /‘ev-ri:wan/, everybody /‘ev-ri: 
,bad-i, -,oad-i/ pronoun every person © You have to 
wait your turn like everyone else. © Goodbye, every- 
body — I'll see you next week. » Usage: every at 
EVERY ALL 


everything /‘ev-ri:,619/ pronoun all things © 
They lost everything in the fire. © In spite of every- 
thing, | still love him. © The price of gasoline affects 
everything else. 0 “Is everything all right?” “Every- 
thing is fine.” 0 Money isn’t everything (= it is not 
the only important thing). © Her children are every- 
thing to her (= the most important part of her life). 
© They're very busy with their new house and every- 
thing (= all the things connected with it). > Usage: 
every at EVERY ALL 


IDIOM with everything 


eeverything but the kitchen sink almost all that 
you can imagine of something © Here’s a website 
that has everything but the kitchen sink. 


evolve 


everywhere /'ev-ri: ,hwer, -,wer, — -,hweer, 
-,weer/, infm! everyplace /‘ev-ri: ,pleis/ adv [not 
gradable] in or to every place or part O There were 
stacks of newspapers everywhere in the apartment. 
© We've got relatives in Florida, New Jersey, just 
about everywhere. > Usage: every at EVERY ALL 


evict /1'vikt/ v [T] to force someone to leave a 
place © Long-time residents are being evicted from 
the buildings. 
eviction /1'vik-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] He’s been 
threatened with eviction for not paying his rent. 


evidence © /‘ev-ad-2ns/ n [U] anything that 
helps to prove that something is or is not true © 
These figures are being given as evidence of eco- 
nomic growth. © The FBI has found no evidence of a 
crime. O The weight of the evidence is against him. 
O Juries examine the evidence and decide on the basis 
of the facts. 


evident © /'ev-ad-2nt/ adj easily seen or un- 
derstood; obvious © /t quickly became evident that 
someone had broken in. © Twain’s interest in Adam 
is evident in all his work. O See also: SELF-EVIDENT 
evidently @ /'ev-ad-8nt-li/ advo | thought she’d 
want to see me. Evidently, she doesn't. 
USAGE "a Db Se ee 


evident or obvious? 


Evident is more formal than obvious and it 
usually refers to something that can be seen. 
The effects of the drought were evident 
everywhere we looked. 
Obvious suggests that something is easy to 
see, discover, or understand. 
The advantages of living close to where you 
work are obvious. 


Fhe-advantages-oHiving-close-to-where-you 
work-are-evident. 


evil /‘i:-val/ n [C/U] the condition of being im- 
moral, cruel, or bad, or an act of this type o [U] a 
contest between good and evil 
evil /‘i:-val/ adj © an evil ruler 


evoke /i'vouk/ v [T] to cause something to be 
remembered or expressed © The smell of chalk al- 
ways evokes memories of my school days. 
evocative /1'vak-at-1v/ adj O The new fashions 
were evocative of the 1920s. 


evolution © /,ev-a'lu:- fan, ,i:-va-/ n [U] 1 a 
gradual process of change and development 2 bi- 
ology Evolution is the process by which the physi- 
cal characteristics of types of creatures change 
over time, new types of creatures develop, and 
others disappear. 
evolutionary © /,ev-a'lu:-fa,ner-i, ,i:-va-/ adj 
biology relating to or resulting from the process 
of evolution 
evolutionist @ /,ev-a'lu:: fa-nast, ,i:-va-/ n[C] 
science someone who believes in or supports the 
theory of evolution 


evolve © /1'vo:ly, -'valv/ v [I] 1 to change or 
develop gradually © These countries are evolving to- 
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ward more democratic societies. 2 biology If a crea- 
ture evolves, it changes over time by the process 
of EVOLUTION. 


ex- /eks/ prefix used to show that someone is no 
longer in the situation or condition the person had 
been in; FORMER EARLIER © The governor of Min- 
nesota is an ex-wrestler. 
ex /eks/ n [C] pl exes infmi someone you are no 
longer married to 


exacerbate /1g'zzxs-ar,bert/ v [T] to make 
something that is already bad worse © Her allergy 
was exacerbated by the dust. 


exact CORRECT /1g 'zeekt/ adj 1 in perfect detail; 
complete and correct © The exact distance is 3.4 
miles. © Do you have the exact time? © “Is it 12 
o'clock yet?” “It’s 12:03 to be exact.” 2 Exact is 
sometimes used to increase emphasis on the fol- 
lowing word: She’s going through the exact same 
things | went through. 
exactly /1g'zaek-tli/ adv 1 We’ve come exactly 41 
miles. © Make sure you measure the window exactly, 
otherwise the shade won't fit. 2 Exactly is some- 
times used to increase emphasis: The businessmen 
who work in banking, she thought, all look exactly 
the same. © You're exactly right. 


OBTAIN /1g 'zeekt/ v [T] fm! to demand and obtain 
something, sometimes using threats or force © to 
exact revenge 
exacting /1g 'zeek-tin/ adj demanding a lot of ef- 
fort, care, or attention © All our aircraft meet exact- 
ing safety standards. 


exaggerate /1g'zzd3-a,reit/ v [I/T] to make 
something seem larger, more important, better, or 
worse than it really is Oo [T] The media exaggerate 
the risks and benefits of research findings. © [|] | don’t 
want to exaggerate, but it was a dangerous 
situation. 
exaggeration /1g ,zed3-a'rer-fan/ n [C/U] © 
[U] It is no exaggeration to say that she saved my 
life. 


exalt /1g'z>:\t/ v [T] fmi to praise someone a lot, 
or to raise someone to a higher rank or more pow- 
erful position 
exalted /1g 'za:|-tad/ adj © He felt an exalted sense 
of power now that he was in line to run the company. 


exaltation /,eg ,z2:|'ter-fan, ,ek,so:l-/ n [U] 1 
the act of raising someone or something to a more 
important position © the exaltation of art 2 Exal- 
tation is a feeling of great happiness. 


exam /ig'zem/, examination /ig,zzm-9'ner- 
fan/ n [C] a test of a student’s knowledge or skill 
in a particular subject © The final exams are sched- 
uled for next week. 


USAGE 1 ‘le 2 Ff uls 
exam 


To take an exam means to do an official test. 
We have to take an exam at the end of the 
course. 
We-have-to-write-an-exanratthe-end-oefthe 
E€OUFSE: 


examine /ig'zam-an/ v [T] to look at or con- 
sider a person or thing carefully in order to dis- 
cover something about the person or thing © 
Investigators examined the wreckage for clues about 
the cause of the explosion. 
examination /1g,zzem-a'net-Jan/, short form 
exam n[C/U] the act or process of carefully looking 
at someone or something to learn about its con- 
dition or to discover facts © [C] You have to have a 
physical examination/exam in order to get life insur- 
ance. © [U] The evidence is still under examination 
(= being examined). 


WORD FAMILY examine 


examine 
cross-examine 


Verbs 


Nouns exam 


examination 
cross-examination 


example TYPICAL CASE /1g'zem-pal/ n [C] 
something that is typical of the group that it is a 
member of or that can be used to represent it © 
Let me give you an example of what | mean. © For 
example (= as a particular case showing a more 
general situation), some states allow one adult to 
care for as many as 12 infants. 

BEHAVIOR /ig'zzem-pal/ n [C] a person or a per- 
son’s behavior when considered as suitable to 
copy © We want our teachers to set a good example. 
© They followed the example of their father, who also 
played basketball in college. 


PUNISHMENT /1g'zzm-pal/ n [C] (a person who 
receives) a punishment that is intended to warn 
others against doing the thing that is being pun- 
ished © The judge made an example of him and sen- 
tenced him to prison. 


exasperate /1g'zzs-pa reit/ v [T] to cause an- 
ger or extreme annoyance in someone © His assis- 
tant’s carelessness is exasperating him. 


excavate /'ek-ska veit/ v[I/T] 1 to dig a hole or 
channel in the ground, or to make a hole or chan- 
nel by removing earth © [I] We’‘ll be excavating here 
for the foundation of the building. 2 To excavate is 
also to remove earth from a place in order to find 
old objects buried there: [T] Archaeologists are ex- 
cavating a site near the cathedral. 
excavation /,ek:ska'ver:fan/ n [C/U] © [C] an 
excavation 40 feet deep 


exceed @ /ik'si:d/ v [T] to be greater than a 
number or amount, or to go beyond a permitted 
limit © He was exceeding the speed limit by 15 miles 
an hour. 


exceedingly /1k'si:d-19-li/ adv to a very great 
degree; extremely © He is exceedingly rich. 


excel /1k'sel/ v[I/T] -Il- to do something very well 
or be highly skilled, and be better than most others 
© [I] They all performed well, but the lead dancer 
really excelled. 


WORD FAMILY excel 


Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs excellently 


excellence excel 


Adjectives excellent 
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excellent /‘ek-sa-lant/ adjextremely good © The 
car is in excellent condition. 
excellence /'ek-sa-lans/ n [U] © The school is 
known for its excellence. 


except /ik'sept/ prep, conjunction 1 not includ- 
ing; but not © It’s cool and quiet everywhere except 
(for) the kitchen. © Everyone is here except Peter. 2 
Except also means with this difference or in this 
case only: The twins look exactly alike except (that) 
one is slightly taller. 0 The deserted town is silent, 
except when wind rustles the weeds or bangs a door. 
except /ik'sept/ v [T] to not include something 
or someone © When | say | didn’t like the Midwest, 
I except Chicago. 
excepting /ik'sep-tin/ prep, conjunction © Ex- 
cepting the two people who left early, | think every- 
one enjoyed the tour. 
exception /ik'sep:fan/ n [C/U] something that 
is not included, or the action of not including 
something © [C] We don’t usually accept late appli- 
cations, but since you were so sick I‘ll make an ex- 
ception (= do something different from what is 
usual). © [C] Teen movies usually aren’t very good, 
but this one is an exception to the rule. © [U] Every 
apple in the box, without exception, was rotten. 


exceptional /1k 'sep: fan-9I/ adj 1 not like most 
others of the same type; unusual © This is an ex- 
ceptional contract, guaranteeing no layoffs. 2 Ex- 
ceptional also means unusually good: Davis has 
done an exceptional job of reporting. 
exceptionally /1k'sep-fan-l-i/ adv o The draw- 
ing had exceptionally fine detail. 


excerpt /‘ek-sarpt, 'eg:zarpt/ n [C] writing a 
short part taken from a speech, book, etc. 
excerpt /ek'sarpt, eg 'z3rpt/ v [T] © This article is 
excerpted from the full report. ‘ 


excess /ik'ses, 'ek-ses/ n [U] an amount that is 
more than acceptable, expected, or reasonable © 
They both eat to excess (= a lot more than they 
need). © The company’s losses are in excess of (= 
more than) $5 million. 
excess /ik'ses, 'ek-ses/ adj [not gradable] more 
than is necessary; too much © excess baggage 
excesses /i1k'ses-az, ‘ek ses-az/ pl n actions be- 
yond the limit of what is acceptable © These villages 
are unspoiled by tourists and the excesses of modern 
life. © The prosecutor's thirst for publicity led to trou- 
bling excesses. 
excessive /1k'ses-:1v/ adj © We felt the charges 
were excessive. 


exchange /1ks'tfeind3/ v [T] to change some- 
thing for something else of a similar value or type 
© This shirt is too small — can | exchange it for one 
in a larger size? © Before we left the meeting, she and 
| exchanged phone numbers (= | told her mine and 
she told me hers). 
exchange /iks'tfeind3/ n [C/U] © [C] an ex- 
change of ideas © [C] an exchange of prisoners 


exchange rate n [C] the rate at which the 
money of one country can be changed for the 
money of another country 


excise TAX /‘ek-saiz/ n [U] a tax on some types 
of goods produced and used within a single 
country 


exclaim 


REMOVE /1k'saiz/ v{T] medical to remove by cutting 
© The surgeon excised a small tumor from my leg. 


excite MAKE HAPPY /ik'sait/ v[T] to make some- 
one have strong feelings, esp. of happiness and 
enthusiasm © In some science fiction movies, the mu- 
sic and special effects can really excite audiences. 
excited /1k'satt-ad/ adj © She was excited about 
the trip because she was going to learn to ski. 
excitedly /1k'sartt-ad-li/ adv © She ran excitedly 
outside to greet her cousins. 
exciting /ik'sart-1n/ adj © It was an exciting role 
to play, and | was thrilled to get the part. 
excitement /1k'sait-mant/ n [U] © Robin’s heart 
was pounding with excitement. 


WORD CHOICES excite 


If something is so exciting that it holds your 
attention completely, you can say that it is grip- 
ping or riveting. 

The book was gripping — | couldn't put it 

down. 

! found the movie absolutely riveting. 

Sports and outdoor activities which are excit- 
ing are often described as exhilarating. 

! find skiing absolutely exhilarating. 

The adjective action-packed is often used to 
describe a story or period of time that is full of 
exciting events. 

We had an action-packed week of vacation. 

The movie is described as “an action-packed 

thriller.” 
If something is very exciting, especially be- 
Cause you are not sure what will happen, you 
can describe it as thrilling. 

It was a thrilling game in which both teams 

played well. 
An exciting atmosphere is sometimes de- 
scribed as electric. 

The atmosphere backstage was electric. 
Vibrant is often used to describe places which 
are exciting. 

This is one of the country’s most vibrant cities. 


CAUSE TO REACT /1k'sait/ v [T] fm! 1 to cause (a 
particular reaction) in someone © The strange 
noises excited my curiosity. 2 physics To excite an 
atom is to raise it to a state higher than its lowest 
energy state. 
excitable /1k'satt-a-bal/ adj (of a person or an 
animal) tending to react quickly and strongly to 
things © The dog is excitable, so don’t come too 
close. 


WORD FAMILY excite 


excitement Adjectives excitable 
excited 
exciting 
unexciting 


Nouns 
Verbs 
Adverbs 


excite 


excitedly 
excitingly 


exclaim /1k'skleim/ v to say or shout something 
suddenly because of surprise, fear, pleasure, etc. © 
[I] She exclaimed with delight when she saw ‘the 
baby. — 
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exclamation 


VSS SUC en ee 


exclamation /,ek-sklo'mer: fan/ n[C] a sudden 
expression of pleasure, surprise, agreement, etc. © 
exclamations of delight 


exclamation /,ek-skio'mer-fan/ n [C] gram- 
mar a word that expresses sudden pain, surprise, 
anger, excitement, happiness, or other emotion © 
“Ouch,” “hey,” and “wow” are exclamations. 


exclamation point, exclamation mark n[C] 
the mark (!) used in writing immediately after an 
expression to show that it is sudden or surprising, 
or that it is a greeting or an order 


exclamatory sentence /1k'sklaem-a tori 
‘sent: ®ns, -,tour-i/ n[C] grammar a sentence con- 
taining an exclamation or strong emphasis © “Oh, 
no!” and “What a large dog!” are exclamatory 
sentences. 


exclude © /1k'sklu:d/ v [T] to keep out or omit 
(something or someone) © The advertised price ex- 
cludes the sales tax. 
excluding @ /1k'sklu:d-1n/ prep not including; 
apart from © The aircraft carries 250 people, exclud- 
ing the crew. 
exclusion @ /1k'sklu:-3an/ n [C/U] © [U] Her ex- 
clusion from the invitation list was a mistake. 
exclusive @ /1k'sklu:-stv, -z1v/ adj 1 limited to 
only one person or group of people © The pool is 
for the exclusive use of residents of Springfield. 2 A 
place that is exclusive provides goods and services 
for a limited number of people, esp. those who are 
wealthy: an exclusive club 
exclusively @ /1k'sklu:-stv-li, -z1v-li/ adv limited 
to a specific thing or group © Our employment 
agency deals exclusively with the advertising 
industry. 


excommunicate / ek-ska'mju:-na,keit/ v[T] 
(of the Christian Church, esp. the Roman Catholic 
Church) to refuse to allow someone to be a mem- 
ber of the church 


excrement /'ek-skra-mant/ n [U] waste mate- 
rial that leaves the body through the bowels 


excrete /ik'skri:t/ v [I/T] biology to get rid of 
waste from the cells or from the body 
excretion /1k'skri:-fan/ n [C/U] 
excretory /‘ek-skra,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj [not 
gradable] 


excruciating /1k'skru:- fi: ert-1n/ adj (of pain) 
extremely strong © an excruciating headache 


excursion /ik'sk3r-3an/ n[C] a short trip usually 
made for pleasure, often by a group of people o 
My class is going on an excursion to Niagara Falls. 


excuse FORGIVE /ik'skju:z/ v [T] 1 to forgive 
someone O Please excuse me for being so late — there 
was a lot of traffic. © It was hard to excuse him for 
treating me so badly. 2 To excuse someone from 
an activity is to give that person permission to stop 
doing it or not do it: | was excused from jury duty 
because | had to take care of my sick mother. 
excusable /1k'skju:-za-bal/ adj © Considering her 
difficult childhood, her behavior is excusable. 


EXPLANATION /ik'skju:s/ n [C] the explanation 
given for bad behavior, absence, etc. © You're al- 


ways making excuses for not helping with the 
housework. 


WORD FAMILY excuse 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


excuse excuse 


inexcusably 


Adjectives excusable 
inexcusable 


IDIOM with excuse 


eexcuse me 1 tam sorry to interrupt you © Excuse 
me, where is the bathroom? 2 Excuse me is also 
used to say you are sorry for having done some- 
thing, esp. unintentionally, that might be annoy- 
ing to other people. 3 You might also use excuse 
me as a question when you want someone to re- 
peat something that person has said because you 
could not hear it: “Excuse me? | didn’t get that last 
part.” 


execute DO /'ek-sa,kju:t/ v [T] to do or perform 
something planned © Now that we have approval, 
we can go ahead and execute the plan. 
execution /,ek-sa'kju:: fan/ n[U] ° The guitarist’s 
execution of the ballad was superb. 
executor /ig'zek-jat-or/ n [C] law a person who 
deals with the wishes expressed in a WILL (= formal 
statement of what will happen to a dead person’s 
money and property) 


KILL /‘ek-sa,kju:t/ v [T] to kill someone as a legal 
punishment 
execution /,ek-sa'kju:-fan/ n [C/U] 


executive /1g'zek-jat-1v/, infml exec /1g'zek/ n 
[C/U] 1 someone in a high position, esp. in busi- 
ness, who makes decisions and acts according to 
them © [C] a chief executive 2 US history The ex- 
ecutive BRANCH of the US government, including 
the president, the CABINET, and several depart- 
ments, manages the duties of government and its 
laws. 
executive /1g 'zek:jat-1v/ adjo In the US, the pres- 
ident is the head of the executive branch of 
government. 


executive privilege n [U] politics & gov- 
ernment the principle that a president or other 
important EXECUTIVE official should not have to tell 
protected information to others 


exemplary /1g'zem-plo-ri/ adj extremely good 
of its type, so that it might serve as a model for 
others © He saw action in the Marines, and his per- 
formance was exemplary. 


deny, el /1g 'zem- ple ,fat/ v [T] to be a typical 
example of something © American fashion is ex- 
emplified by jeans and T-shirts. 


exempt /ig'zempt/ adj [not gradable] not hav- 
ing to obey a rule or to do something that is usu- 
ally necessary © Nonprofit organizations are exempt 
from taxes. 
exempt /1g'zemt/ v [T] © The governor plans to 
exempt small businesses from the tax increase. 
exemption /1g'zem: fan/ n [C/U] 1 [U] He was 
granted exemption from military service during 
World War Il. 2 An exemption is a particular 
amount of money that is not taxed: [C] a tax 
exemption 
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exodus 


exercise HEALTHY ACTIVITY /‘ek-sar ,saiz/n[C/ 
U] (a) physical action performed to make or keep 
your body healthy © [U] You should get some ex- 
ercise even when you're pregnant. © [C] | do five 
different exercises every morning to limber up. 
exercise /'ek-sar ,satz/ v[I/T] © [I] She goes to the 
gym to exercise every evening. 

PRACTICE /‘ek-sar saiz/ n[C] 1 an action or actions 
intended to improve something or make some- 
thing happen © The military exercises will involve 
several thousand soldiers. © The whole thing was an 
exercise in futility (= actions that were useless). 2 
An exercise can be written work that you do to 
practice something you are learning: The book has 
exercises at the end of every chapter. 


USE /‘ek:sar satz/ v [T] fm/ to use something © Al- 
ways exercise caution when handling poisonous 
substances. 
exercise /'ek-sar,saiz/ n [U] © The exercise of re- 
straint in this situation may be difficult. 


exert USE /1g 'z3rt/ v[T] to use power or the abil- 
ity to make something happen © To cut costs, 
health-insurance plans are exerting tighter control 
over paying for medical care. 


MAKE AN EFFORT /1g'z3rt/ v [T] to cause yourself 
to make an effort © She will have to exert herself a 
lot more if she wants to succeed in this business. 
exertion /ig'z3r-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] Physical ex- 
ertion isn’t always a good thing in a hot climate. 


exhale /eks'hel/ v [I/T] to breathe out air © [I] 
She held her breath for a moment and then exhaled. 


exhaust TIRE /1g'zo:st/ v [T] to make a person 
or an animal extremely tired © The long hike up the 
mountain exhausted us all. 
exhausting /1g'zo:-stin/ adj [not gradable] o 
The pace of twelve-hour days, seven days a week 
proved exhausting. 
exhaustion /1g'zo:s-tfan/ n [U] © Murayama 
was Sidelined shortly after his arrival by what aides 
said was exhaustion. 


USE /ig'zo:st/ v [T] to use something completely o 
After a whole day with the kids, her patience was 
nearly exhausted. 
exhaustive /1g'z2:-stiv/ adj detailed and com- 
plete © an exhaustive study of the tax law 
exhaustively /1g'zo:-stiv-li/ adv 

GAS /ig'zo:st/ n [C/U] the waste gas from an en- 
gine, esp. a from a car, or the pipe this gas flows 
through 


exhibit © SHOW AN OBJECT /1g'z1b-at/ v [I/T] 
to show something in public for competition, sale, 
or amusement © [T] The gallery is exhibiting his 
paintings and watercolors. 
exhibit © /ig'zib-at/ n [C] 1 The museum’ ex- 
hibits range from Iron Age pottery to Eskimo clothing. 
2 law An exhibit is an item used as EVIDENCE (= 
proof) in a trial. 
exhibition @ /,ek-sa'bif-an/ n [C/U] a collec- 
tion of things shown publicly © [C] an exhibition of 
model airplanes 
exhibitionism /,ek-sa'bif-a,niz'am/ n (U] a 
tendency to behave in a way intended to attract 
attention 


exhibitionist /,ek-sa'bif-a-nast/ n [C] 

SHOW A QUALITY /1g'z1b-at/ v [T] to show some- 
thing, esp. a quality, by your behavior © He exhib- 
ited poor judgment. 


exhilarating /1g'zil-9,reit-1n/ adj [not grada- 
ble] causing you to feel excited and happy © An 
exhilarating sense of new beginnings swept through 
him. 


exhort /ig'za:rt/ v [T] fm! to strongly encourage 
Or persuade someone to do something © She ex- 
horted all of us to do our very best. 


exhume /ig'zu:m, tks 'ju:m/ v [T] to remove a 
dead body from the ground after it has been 
buried 


exile /‘eg-zail, ‘ek-sail/ v [T] to send or keep 
someone away from his or her own country or 
home, esp. for political reasons 
exile /'eg-zail, 'ek-satl/ n [C/U] the condition be- 
ing exiled, or a person who is exiled © [C] Many 
Cuban exiles live in Florida. 


exist TO BE /ig'zist/ v [I] to be; have the ability 
to be known, recognized, or understood © Can the 
mind exist independently of the body? © Programs 
like Medicaid for the poor did not exist at that time. 
existence /1g 'z1s-tans/ n[U] © During the first few 
years of its existence, the theater had no permanent 
home. 


BE PRESENT /1g'‘zist/ v [I] to be present or be a con- 
dition © Your local agency can tell you if a similar 
program exists in your community. 
existence /ig'ziz:tans/ n [U] © the existence of 
poverty 
existing /1g'z1s-tin/ adj [not gradable] © Under 
existing conditions, many children are not getting an 
adequate education. 

LIVE /1g'zist/ v [I] to be able to live © No one can 
be expected to exist on such a low salary. 
existence /i1g'zis-tans/ n [C usually sing] a way 
of living, esp. a difficult one © / lead a rather isolated 
existence here in Washington. 


WORD FAMILY exist 


Nouns existence Adjectives existing 


Verbs 


coexistence 


exist 
coexist 


exit /'ek-sat, 'eg-zat/ n [C] 1 the door through 
which you might leave a room, building, or large 
vehicle, or a place on a main road where a vehicle 
can leave it by taking a smaller road © In case of 
fire, use the emergency exit next to the elevator. © 
Stay on the freeway until you get to the Ventura exit. 
2 An exit is also the act of leaving a place, esp. a 
public place such as the stage of a theater: She 
made her exit to rapturous applause. 
exit /'ek-sat, 'eg-zat/ v [!/T] 1 [I/T] Please exit (the 
theater) by the side doors. 2 If you exit a computer 
or computer program, you stop using it. 


exodus /'ek-sad-as, 'eg:zad-/ n [C usually sing] 
the movement of a lot of people from a place at 
the same time © The hurricane warning caused a 
mass exodus. 
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PRAMSOMOUS os ee 


exogenous /ek'sad3-a-nas/ adj [not gradable] 
biology coming from or produced outside an or- 
ganism or cell 


exonerate /1g '‘zan:9a ,re1t/ v [T] to show or state 
that someone or something is not to be blamed 
for something bad that happened © The police of- 
ficer was exonerated by a grand jury, but the protests 
continued. 
exoneration /1g ,zan-a'rer-fan/ n [U] 


exorbitant /1g'z2:r-bat-ant/ adj [not gradable] 
(of prices and demands) much too large © The ho- 
tel charges were exorbitant. 


exorcise /'ek so:r,saiz, 'ek-sar-/ v [T] to get rid 
of someone or something evil 
exorcist /‘ek ,sa:r-sast, 'ek-sar-/ n [C] 


exoskeleton / ek-sou'skel-at-9n/ n[C] biology 
a hard outer layer that covers and protects the 
body of some animals such as insects 


exothermic /,ek-sou'63r-mik/ adj [not grada- 
ble] chemistry describes a chemical reaction that 
produces heat 
exothermically /,ek-sou'63r-mr-kli/ adv [not 
gradable] 


exothermic /,ek:sou'63r-mik/ adj earth sci- 
ence involving the release or loss of heat © mag- 
nesium starts an exothermic reaction in water. 


exothermic reaction n [C] chemistry a 
chemical reaction that produces heat 


exotic /ig 'zat-1k/ adj [not gradable] unusual and 
specially interesting because of coming from a 
country that is far away © exotic pets like snakes and 
tropical birds 


expand © /1k'spznd/ v [I/T] to increase some- 
thing in size, number, or importance © [I] The air 
in the balloon expands when heated. © [T] They ex- 
panded their number of stores significantly in the 
1990s. 
expansion @ /1k'spzen-tfan/ n[U] © Expansion 
into new areas of research might be possible. 
expansionism @ /1k'spzn-tfa,niz-am/ n [U] 
world history increasing the amount of land ruled 
by a country, or the business performed by a com- 
pany © As a consequence of expansionism by some 
European countries, many ancient cultures have 
suffered. 


PHRASAL VERB with expand 


eexpand on/upon something [T] to give more de- 
tails about something said or written © He studied 
with Sigmund Freud and expanded upon many of his 
theories. 


expanse /ik'spzens/ n [C] a very wide space or 
area O the vast expanse of Russia 
expansive @ /tk'spzen-stv/ adj wide in area © 
The seals form small groups on the expansive 
beaches where they breed. 


expansionism /tk'spzn-tfa,niz-am/ n [U] 
politics & government the act or habit of one 
country taking land from others 


expansive /ik'spzn-siv/ adj [not gradable] 
friendly, generous and willing to talk 


expatriate /ek'sper tri:-at/ n [C] someone who 
does not live in his or her own country 


expect /tk'spekt/ v 1 to think or believe that 
something will happen, or that someone will arrive 
0 [T] We are expecting about 100 people for the lec- 
ture. © [T] His plane is expected to land at about 7:30 
this evening. © [+ to infinitive] We expected to see 
her here, but | guess she decided not to come. 2 To 
expect is also to ask for something to happen be- 
cause you think you have a right to ask for it: [T] 
The boss wants me to work this weekend — that’s 
expecting a lot! 3 If you say that a woman is ex- 
pecting, you mean that she is pregnant. 
expectancy /1k'spek-tan-si/ n[U] © There was an 
air of expectancy as the chairman rose to speak. 
expectant /1k'spek-tant/ adj [not gradable] An 
expectant mother/father/parent is someone whose 
child has not yet been born. 
expectantly /1k'spek-tant-li/ adv [not gradable] 
© She looked up at him expectantly. 
expectation /,ek-spek 'ter-fan/ n [C/U] the feel- 
ing or belief that something will or should happen 
© [U] Considering his grades, there is little expecta- 
tion of his getting into medical school. © [C usually 
pl] Last year’s predictions fell a bit short of expecta- 
tions. » Usage: attend or wait/expect? at ATTEND; 
wait or expect? at WAIT 


WORD FAMILY expect 


Nouns expectancy Verbs expect 


expectation ,dqvyerbs expectantly 


Adjectives expectant 


unexpected 


unexpectedly 


expedient /ik'spi:d-i:-ant/ adj [not gradable] 
helpful or useful in a particular situation, and with- 
out considering any moral question that might in- 
fluence your decision 0 We thought it expedient not 
to pay the builder until he finished the work. 
expediency /1k'spi:d-i:-an-si/, expedience /1k 
‘spi:d-iz-ans/ n [U] © political expediency 

expedite /'ek-spa,dait/ v [T] to cause some- 
thing to be done or progress more quickly © We’ve 
got to expedite this order because they need it by 
tomorrow. 


expedition /,ek-spa'dif-an/ n [C] a long, or- 
ganized trip for a particular purpose, or the peo- 
ple, vehicles, or ships making such a trip © a 
military expedition 

expel /ik'spel/ v [T] -Il- to force someone to leave 
a country, organization, or school © He was ex- 
pelled from school for his continued bad behavior. © 
Related noun: EXPULSION 


expend /ik'spend/ v [T] to use or spend some- 
thing, esp. time, effort, or money © They expend 
all their energy fixing up their house. 


expendable /1k'spen-da-bal/ adj [not grada- 
ble] not worth keeping or no longer useful © He 
was considered expendable and dropped from the 
team. 


expenditure /ik'spen-da-tfar/. n [C/U] an 


amount of money, time, or effort that is spent © 
[C] a large expenditure of funds 
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expense /tk'spens/ n [C/U] an amount of 
money needed or used to do or buy something; 


cost © [C] We have to start cutting down on our 


expenses. © [U] The house was redecorated at great 
expense. 

expensive /1k'spen-siv/ adj [not gradable] cost- 
ing a lot of money © Housing in this part of the 
country is very expensive. 

expensively /1k'spen-siv-li/ adv [not gradable] 
© She was expensively dressed. 


WORD FAMILY expense 


Nouns 


expenditure Adjectives expensive 


expense inexpensive 
SHReUsES Adverbs expensively 
Verbs expend inexpensively 


WORD CHOICES expense 
The adjectives costly and pricey (informal) 
mean the same as “expensive.” 
Consulting a lawyer can be a costly business. 
I liked the shirt but | didn’t buy it because it 
was a bit pricey. 
To talk about a place that is very expensive, you 
can use the adjective exclusive or in informal 
English, fancy or posh. 
They have an apartment in an exclusive part 
of town. 
We stayed in a fancy hotel on the beach. 
He took me to a posh restaurant. 
In informal situations, the expression cost a for- 
tune or, more informally, the idiom cost an arm 
and a leg can be used to say that something is 
very expensive. 
That coat must have cost a fortune. 
I’‘d love to buy a Rolls Royce but they cost an 
arm and a leg. 
If the price of something is more expensive 
than it should be, you can use the word exor- 
bitant or in more informal situations, you could 
describe something as steep or a rip-off. 
Customers are charged exorbitant prices for 
drinks. 
Isn't $5 for a cup of coffee a little steep? 
You paid $300 for that shirt? That's a 
complete rip-off! 


IDIOMS with expense 


eat the expense of someone, at someone’s ex- 
pense in a way that embarrasses or harms some- 
one © They all had a good laugh at her expense. 
eat the expense of something resulting in the loss 
of something © Do we really want to speed the pro- 
cess up at the expense of safety? 


expense account n [C] an amount of money 
that employees can spend to travel or buy things 
related to their jobs and which their employers will 
pay for 

experience /1k 'spir-i:-ans/ n[C/U] (the process 
of getting) knowledge or skill that is obtained from 
doing, seeing, or feeling things, or something that 
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expire 
happens which has an effect on you © [U] Do you 
have any experience working with children? © [U] | 
know from experience that it can get quite cold in 
Maine this time of year. 

experience /1k'spir-i:-ans/ v [T] © The commu- 
nity has experienced rapid residential growth. © She 
began to experience (= to feel) sharp pains in her 
elbow. 

experienced /1k'spir-i:-anst/ adj [not gradable] 
having the skill and knowledge to do something, 
esp. because of having done it for a long time © 
Martin is an experienced sailor. 


WORD FAMILY experience 


Nouns experience 


Adjectives experienced 


inexperience inexperienced 


Verbs experience 


experiment /ik'sper-9:mant, -'spir-/ n [C/U] 
science a test done in order to learn something or 
to discover whether something works or is true © 
[C] His experiments were designed to find better 
methods of using heat energy. 
experiment /1k'sper-a,ment, -'spir-/ v [I] to test 
or to try a new way of doing something © The 
school is experimenting with new teaching methods. 
experimental /1k sper-a'ment:-?l, -,spr-/ adj 
[not gradable] using or based on new ideas 
experimentation /1k sper-9-man 'ter fan, 


- spir-/ n [U] 
WORD FAMILY experiment 
Nouns experiment Verbs experiment 


experimentation adverbs experimentally 
Adjectives experimental 


expert © /‘ek-spart/ n [C] a person having a 
high level of knowledge or skill in a particular sub- 
ject O He is the administration's foreign-policy expert 
for eastern Europe. 
expert @ /'ek-spart, tk'spart/ adj [not gradable] 
© She's an expert swimmer. 
expertly © /‘ek spart-li, 
gradable] 


WORD FAMILY expert 


Nouns expert 
expertise 


ik 'spa3rt-li/ adv [not 


Adjectives expert 


Adverbs 


expertly 


expertise © /,ek-spar'ti:z, -'ti:s/ n [U] a high 
level of skill or knowledge © She was widely known 
for her expertise as a trial lawyer. 


expiration date n [C] the last day on which 
a product or service can be used 0 What is the ex- 
piration date of your credit card? 


expire END /ik'spair/ v [I] (of something that 
lasts for a fixed length of time) to end or stop being 
in use O My passport will expire next year. 
expiration /,ek-spa'rer:fan/ n [U] the end of a 
period of time during which an agreement or of- 
ficial document can be used © He stayed on ngs 
the expiration of his tourist visa. 


DIE /1k 'spair/ v [I] fm/ to die 
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explain /ik'splein/ v [I/T] 1 to make something 
clear or easy to understand by describing or giving 
information about it © [I] /f there’s anything you 
don’t understand, I'll be happy to explain. © [T] The 
teacher explained the procedure to the students. © [+ 
question word] Bill explained how the program 
works. 2 To explain is also to give a reason for do- 
ing something: [+ question word] He couldn't ex- 
plain why he did it. 
explanation /,ek-spla'ner-fan/ n [C/U] 1 [C] 
She gave a detailed explanation of the administra- 
tion’s health-care proposal. 2 An explanation is also 
a reason or an excuse for doing something: [C] He 
had no explanation for his absence the day before. 
explanatory /1k 'splan-a,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj [not 
gradable] helping to make something clear or un- 
derstandable © an explanatory note 


WORD FAMILY explain 
Nouns explanation 
Verbs 


Adjectives unexplained 
explanatory 
explicable 
inexplicable 


explain 


Adverbs inexplicably 


WORD CHOICES explain 


If someone is explaining something in order to 
make it easier for someone else to understand, 
you can use the verb clarify. 
Let me just clarify what | mean here. 
The verb define is sometimes used when ex- 
plaining exactly what something means. 
Your responsibilities are clearly defined in the 
contract. 
If something is being explained clearly in writ- 
ing, the phrasal verb set out is sometimes used. 
Your contract will set out the terms of your 
employment. 
If something is being explained in great detail, 
the phrasal verb spell out is often used. 
They sent me a letter spelling out the details 
of the agreement. 


PHRASAL VERB with explain 


eexplain away something [M] to try to escape be- 
ing blamed for something bad, usually by making 
it seem unimportant © He tried to explain the error 
away by saying it was a simple typing mistake. 
expletive /‘ek-splat-1v/ n[C] a rude or offensive 
word used to express anger, pain, annoyance, etc. 
explicit © /1k'splis-at/ adj [not gradable] 1 
communicated directly in a clear and exact way © 
| gave them explicit directions on how to get here. 2 
Explicit also means showing full details, without 
anything hidden or suggested. © Compare IM- 
PLICIT SUGGESTED 
explicitly © /ik'splis-at-li/ adv [not gradable] 
explode BURST /tk 'sploud/ v [I/T] to burst vio- 
lently and usually with a loud noise, or to cause 
this to happen © [I] A bomb exploded nearby. © [C] 
Black holes are left behind by exploding stars called 
supernovas. © [I] (fig.) Yoga has exploded in popu- 
larity as a way to achieve physical and mental 
health. © Related noun: EXPLOSION BURST 


SHOW EMOTION /ik'sploud/ v [I] to show sudden 
violent emotion, esp. anger © He exploded in anger 
when told his luggage had been lost. 

INCREASE /1k'sploud/ v [I] to increase very quickly 
© The population is exploding in that part of the 
world. O Related noun: EXPLOSION INCREASE 


PROVE FALSE /1k 'sploud/ v [T] to prove to be false 
or wrong © She hopes that this book will explode 
myths about poverty and intelligence. 


WORD FAMILY explode 
Verbs 
Adverbs explosively 


Nouns explosion 


explosive 


explode 


Adjectives explosive 


exploit © USE UNFAIRLY /ik'sploit, 'ek-splort/ 
v [T] to use someone unfairly for your own advan- 
tage © Factories here are coming under criticism for 
exploiting workers. 
exploitation © /,ek splor'ter-fan/ n [U] 1 She 
favors legislation to curb the exploitation of child la- 
bor. 2 politics & government Exploitation of COL- 
ONIES leaves them at a disadvantage and makes 
the COLONIZING nations more wealthy and 
powerful. 


USE WELL /1k'sploit, 'ek ,splort/ v [T] to use some- 
thing for your own benefit 0 The two companies 
joined forces to exploit the potential of the Internet. 

ACT /'ek-sploit, 1k'sploit/ n [C] a brave, interesting, 
or unusual act © daredevil exploits O He is not con- 
tent to limit himself to his exploits on the basketball 
court. 


explore TRAVEL /ik'splo:r, -'splour/ v [1/T] to 
travel to a new place to learn about it or become 
familiar with it © [T] They set out to explore the city. 
exploration /,ek-spla'rer-fan, ,ek,splo:-/ n [C/ 
U] © [U] oil/gas exploration o [U] space exploration 
explorer /ik'splo:r-ar, 1k'splour-ar/ n [C] © 
French explorers traded with the Indians in many 
parts of North America. 

DISCOVER /ik'sploir, -'splour/ v [T] to try to dis- 
cover; learn about O We have to explore new ways 
to market our products. © Many scholars have ex- 
plored this issue. 
exploratory  /ek'splo:r-a,to:r-i, ek ‘splour-a 
itour-i/ adj [not gradable] intended to learn more 
about something © After the illness had dragged on 
for too long, Jake decided that an exploratory opera- 
tion was necessary. 


WORD FAMILY explore 


Nouns exploration 
explorer 


Adjectives exploratory 
Verbs 


explore 


explosion BURST /ik'splou-3an/ n [C/U] a vio- 
lent burst, often with a loud noise © [C] The fire 
was caused by a gas explosion. © [U] The explosion 
of the space shuttle shocked the nation. © Related 
verb: EXPLODE BURST 

explosive /1k'splou-siv, -ziv/ n [C] a substance 
that can be made to burst violently © Explosives are 
sometimes used to blast away rock in construction. 
© Dynamite is a powerful explosive. 
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explosive /1k'splou-siv, -z1v/ adj 1 an explosive 
device © Certain gases are highly explosive. © (fig.) It 
was a politically explosive issue. 2 Explosive also 
means difficult to control and likely to be violent: 
She has an explosive temper. 

INCREASE /1k'splou-3an/ n [C] a quick and big in- 
crease O Auto dealers report an explosion of interest 
in family-style vans. O Related verb: EXPLODE 
INCREASE 
explosive /ik'splou-siv, -ziv/ adj © There has 
been an explosive increase in the number households 
owning a computer. 


expo /'ek-spou/ n [C] short form of EXPOSITION 
SHOW 


exponent PERSON /1k'spou-nant, ‘ek spou-/n 
[C] someone who supports an idea, plan, or po- 
sition © He was the leading exponent of the behav- 
ioral approach to psychology. 


NUMBER /ik'spou-nant/ n [C] mathematics a 
number or sign that shows how many times an- 
other number is to be multiplied by itself 
exponential adj mathematics An exponential 
equation is an EQUATION (= mathematical state- 
ment) in which the VARIABLE (= letter or symbol) 
appears in an exponent. 


export © /ek'spo:rt, -'spourt/ v [I/T] to send 
goods to another country for sale or use 0 [T] Chile 
exports a large amount of copper to Japan. 0 Com- 
pare IMPORT BRING IN 
export © /'ek-spo:rt, -spourt/ n [C/U] 1 some- 
thing sold and taken out of a country and into 
another © [C] Coffee is one of Brazil's main exports. 
2 Export is also the business of sending goods to 
another country in order to sell them there. 
exporter @ /ek'spo:rt-ar, ek'spourt-ar/ n [C] © 
Japan is a major exporter of cars. 

expose ©) BE SEEN /ik'spouz/ v [T] to make 
something covered or hidden able to be seen 0 
The plaster was removed to expose the original brick 
wall. 
exposed @ /1k'spouzd/ adj © He left some ex- 
posed wires that should be covered up. 


SHOW THE TRUTH /ik 'spouz/ v[T] to publicly show 
that someone or something is bad or dishonest © 
He was exposed as a fraud and a liar. 


BE HARMED /1k'spouz/ v[T] to create a situation or 
a condition that makes someone likely to be 
harmed © His behavior on the Senate floor exposed 
him to ridicule. © Be sure your child wears sunscreen 
whenever she’s exposed to the sun. 


GIVE OPPORTUNITY /1k 'spouz/ v [T] to create con- 
ditions that allow someone to have the opportu- 
nity to learn or experience new things © Kate was 
exposed to new ideas when she went to college. 

exposé /,ek:- spou 'ze1, -spe-/ n[C] a public report 
about a situation that is shocking or that has been 
kept secret 


exposition EXPLANATION /,ek:spa'zif-an/ n 
[C] fm! 1 a statement that explains something 
clearly 2 literature Exposition in a written work is 
the passages which explain where events take 
place, what happened before the story begins, 
and the background of the characters. 


-_ __ express 


expository /ik'spaz:a,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj [not 
gradable] explaining or describing an event or sit- 
uation © expository writing 

SHOW /,ek:spa'zif-an/, short form expo n[C] a big 
public event in which the goods of many different 
companies or organizations are shown © the San 
Francisco exposition 


exposure ©) HARMFUL CONDITION /1k'spou- 
3ar/ n ([U] 1 a situation or condition that makes 
someone likely to be harmed, esp. because the 
person has not been protected from something 
dangerous © A federal court jury found the workers 
had been harmed by prolonged exposure to asbestos 
fibers. © Avoid prolonged exposure to sunlight. 2 Ex- 
posure is also a serious medical condition that is 
caused by being outside without protection from 
the weather. 


OPPORTUNITY /i1k'spou-3ar/ n [U] the conditions 
that make available an opportunity to learn or ex- 
perience new things © Additional exposure to the 
Japanese language was provided at meals. © Stu- 
dents deserve exposure to creative teachers. 


PUBLIC ATTENTION /1k'spou:-3ar/ n [U] the atten- 
tion given to someone or something by television, 
newspapers, Magazines, etc. © More races means 
more exposure for the team. © He gained wide ex- 
posure in both the print and sound media. 


MAKE PUBLIC /ik'spou-3ar/ n [U] the act of stating 
facts publicly that show that someone is dishonest 
or dangerous © Party officials have succeeded in 
keeping a lid on exposure of the senator's misdeeds. 


DIRECTION /1k 'spou-3ar/ n[C usually sing] the con- 
dition of facing in (a stated direction) © [C] Our 
dining room has a southern exposure, so we get 
plenty of sun. 


PHOTOGRAPH /ik'spou-3ar/ n [C] one of the posi- 
tions in a strip of film that can produce a photo- 
graph © Get a roll of film with 36 exposures. 


express SHOW /ik 'spres/ v[T] to show a feeling 
or idea by what you say or do or by how you look 
© She's expressed interest in doing some camping. © 
Several victims expressed disappointment at the 
small amount of money they were offered. 0 He wrote 
to express his sympathy after the death of her 
mother. © The program tries to get students to ex- 
press themselves verbally. 
expression /ik'spref-an/ n [C/U] the act of 
showing a feeling or idea, or a feeling or idea that 
is shown © [C] She had such a sad expression on her 
face that | wondered what was wrong. ©[U] Freedom 
of expression is a cherished right in democracies. © 
See also: EXPRESSION 
expressionless /tk'spref-an-las/ adj showing 
no emotion © His face was expressionless as the ver- 
dict was announced. 
expressive /ik'spres-1v/ adj showing your feel- 
ings in your voice, behavior, or appearance © His 
singing was beautiful and expressive. 


FAST /1k'spres/ adj [not gradable] (esp. of trans- 
portation or a service) fast, or direct © The express 
train makes very few stops. 
express /1k'spres/ n [C] a train or bus that does 
not stop at many places on its route and therefore 
is faster in getting people to where they want to 
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Secession = | 


go © Change here to get the express. © Compare 
LOCAL VEHICLE 


CLEAR /1k'spres/ adj clearly and intentionally stated 
0 It was her express wish that art collection be given 
to the university’s museum. 
expressly /1k'spres-li/ adv © He wrote the play 
expressly for her. 


WORD FAMILY express 


Nouns expression Verbs express 


Adverbs expressively 


Adjectives expressive 
expressionless 


expression /ik'spres-an/ n [C] 1 a word or 
group of words having a particular meaning or 
used in a particular way © That was an expression 
he hadn’t heard before, and wondered what it 
meant. 2 mathematics An expression is also a 
mathematical statement that includes numbers, 
symbols, or both. © See also: EXPRESSION at EX- 
PRESS SHOW 


expressway /1k'spres ,we1/ n [C] a wide road 
built for fast-moving traffic, with a limited number 
of places where drivers can enter and leave it 


expropriate /ek'sprou-pri: ert/ v [T] to take 
and keep money or property belonging to some- 
one else 


expulsion /1k'spal-fan/ n[C] the act of forcing 
someone, or of being forced, to leave somewhere 
© The government ordered the expulsion of foreign 
journalists. O Related verb: EXPEL 


exquisite /1k'skwiz-at, 'ek-skwiz-at/ adj espe- 
cially beautiful or admirable © exquisite Chinese em- 
broideries © the most exquisite French cutsine 
exquisitely /1k'skwiz-at-li, 'ek-skwiz-/ adv [not 
gradable] © Their house is exquisitely furnished. 


ext. n[C] abbreviation for EXTENSION 


extant /'ek-stant, ek'stzent/ adj still existing © 
Phyllis Wheatley is the author of the earliest extant 
volume of poetry by an African American. 


extemporaneous = /ek,stem-pa'rer-ni:-as/ 
adj done or said without preparation © He made 
some extemporaneous remarks before the award 
ceremony. 


extend REACH /1k'stend/ v [I/T] to reach, con- 
tinue, or stretch © [I] Farmland extends for miles in 
every direction. © [I] The meeting extended into the 
late hours of the night. © [T] He extended his hand 
to greet me. 
extended /1k'sten-dad/ adj © There will be ex- 
tended election day coverage on the evening news. 
© They’re taking an extended (= long) vacation. 
extensive /1k'sten-s1v/ adj 1 covering a large 
area; having or being a large amount © Extensive 
roadway repairs are causing traffic problems. 2 Ex- 
tensive also means wide in range and including 
much detailed information: Her knowledge of music 
is extensive. O Foster did extensive research on elec- 
tromagnetic fields. 
extensively /1k'sten-siv-li/ adv © The house was 
extensively rebuilt. 


INCREASE /1k'stend/ v [T] 1 to add to something 
in order to make it longer; increase © The store has 
recently extended its hours. © | might have extended 
this essay to include more information. 2 To extend 
something is also to increase its range so that it 
includes more: The proposed law would extend 
health insurance to all children. 
extension /1k'sten-tfan/ n [C/U] an amount by 
which something is increased, or something 
added to something else © a contract extension O | 
applied for an extension to my visa. © [C] We’re 
building an extension on our house to enlarge the 
kitchen. 


OFFER /1k'stend/ v [T] to offer or give © | would like 
to extend my thanks to everybody for making this 
evening a success. © Wed like to extend our condo- 
lences to the family. 


extended family n [C] a family that includes 
GRANDPARENTS, aunts, uncles, and others in ad- 
dition to parents and children © Compare NU- 
CLEAR FAMILY 


extension /t1k'sten-tfan/, abbreviation ext. n [C] 
1 any of two or more telephones in the same 
house that share the same number © We have an 
extension in our bedroom. 2 An extension is also any 
of the telephones connected to a central system, 
esp. in a business. 


extension cord n [C] a wire that can be con- 
nected to the wire of an electrical device to make 
it longer 


extensor /tk'sten:sar/ n [C] biology a muscle 
that allows you to make part of your body straight 
© Compare FLEXOR 


extent AREA /1k'stent/ n [U] the area, length, or 
size of something © Approaching the airport, you 
could see the full extent of the island. 


DEGREE /1k'stent/ n[U] the degree or limit of some- 
thing; how great or severe something is © To some 
extent it was my fault, though | didn't mean any 
harm. © We didn’t know the extent of his injuries. © 
It makes sense to a certain extent to write down 
everything. 


extenuating /1k 'sten-ja,wert-19/ adj acting to 
excuse something bad or causing something bad 
to be judged less seriously © There were extenuating 
circumstances. 


exterior /ek'stir-i:-ar/ adj [not gradable] outer; 
on or from the outside © The exterior walls of the 
house are painted pink. O Compare INTERIOR 
extetior /ek'stir-i:-ar/ n [C] © The exterior of the 
house needs painting. 


exterminate /1k'st3r-mo,neit/ v [T] to kill all 
the animals or people in a particular place or of a 
particular type 
extermination /1k ,st3r-ma'ner:Jan/ n [U] © In- 
ternational measures have been taken to prevent the 
extermination of whales. 
exterminator /1k'star-ma,nert-ar/ n [C] a per- 
son whose job it is to kill unwanted insects or 
animals 


external © /ek'st3rn-9l/ adj [not gradable] ex- 
isting, intended for, or happening outside a per- 
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son, Organization, place, country, etc. © This skin 
cream is for external use only. © She handles the com- 
pany’s external relations. © His paintings show ex- 
ternal influences (= influences coming from other 
people). © Compare INTERNAL 

externalize @ /ek'st3rn-l aiz/ v [I/T] fmi to ex- 
press difficult thoughts or feelings openly 
externally © /ek'starn-4l-i/ adv [not gradable] 


extinct /ik'stint/ adj [not gradable] 1 no longer 
existing © There is concern that the giant panda will 
soon become extinct. 2 An extinct VOLCANO (= 
mountain made from burned materials) is one that 
is no longer active. 
extinction /1k'strg:fan/ n [U] © Many species of 
plants and animals are threatened with extinction. 


extinguish /ik'stig-gwiJ, -wif/ v [T] to stop a 
fire or light from burning © It took the firefighters 
four hours to extinguish the flames. 


extol /1k'stoul/ v [T] -Il- to praise highly © He often 
extols the virtues of his students. 


extort /1k 'sto:rt/ v[T] to obtain by force or threat 
© The gang Is accused of extorting money from local 
store owners. 
extortion /1k'sto:r-fan/ n [U] © He was found 
guilty of extortion. 


extra /'ek-stra/ adj, adv [not gradable] added, 
additional, or more than expected © Some students 
needed extra help. O He’s been working an extra two 
hours a day. © | bought some extra batteries. 
extra /‘ek-stra/ n [C] 1 We didn’t get any extras 
on our new car except for the CD player. 2 An extra 
is also a person in a movie who does not have a 
speaking part and is usually in the background or 
in a crowd. 


extracellular /,ek-stra'sel-ja-lar/ adj [not 
gradable] biology being or happening outside a 
cell 


extract © REMOVE /ik'straekt/ v [T] to remove 
or take out something © The dentist had to extract 
one of Miguel's teeth. ms 
extract © /'ek-straekt/ n [C/U] a substance re- 
moved from another substance, often a food, and 
containing a basic quality or flavor oO [U] vanilla 


extract e . 


extraction © /1k'strzk-fan/ n [C/U] 1 [C] a 
tooth extraction 2 lf you say that a person is of a 
particular extraction, you mean that the person 
originally came from the stated nation or country: 
[U] She is of Korean extraction. 

TEXT /'ek-streekt/ n [C] writing a small part of a 
book or other writing that is published separately 
© The newspaper printed extracts from the court 
documents. 


extracurricular /,ek-stra-ka'rik-ja-lar/ adj 
[not gradable] (of activities or subjects) not part of 
the usual school or college course © Popular extra- 
curricular activities include pottery, chess, choir, ten- 
nis, and swimming. 


extradition / ek-stra'dif-an/ n[U] the return 
of someone accused of a crime to the country 


where the crime was committed © They have ap- 
plied for his extradition to the United States. 

extradite /'ek-stra ,dait/ v [T] © One of the defen- 
dants fled to Egypt, which extradited him to the US. 


extraneous /ek'strer-ni:-9s/ adj not directly 
connected or related to a matter being considered 
© We must not be distracted by extraneous issues, 
she said. 


extraordinary /ik'stro:rd-®n,er-i, _,ek-stra 
'g:rd-/ adj very unusual and special; different in 
type or greater in degree than the usual or ordi- 
nary © Being chairman gave him an extraordinary 
sense of power. © She was an extraordinary woman, 
and no one will ever forget her. 
extraordinarily /1k,stroird-®n'er-a-li, ,ek-stra 
,oird-/ adv 


extraterrestrial /,ek-stra-ta'res-tri:-al/ adj 
[not gradable] (coming from) outside the planet 
earth © extraterrestrial objects like meteorites and 
asteroids 


extraterritoriality /,ck-stra,ter-a,to:r-i:'zl- 
at-i, -,tour-/ n [U] politics & government the 
RIGHT of foreign citizens to be TRIED by the laws 
of the country they are from, not the laws of the 
country where they live 


extravagant EXPENSIVE /1k 'strzev-a-gant/ adj 
more expensive than is necessary or reasonable, or 
having the characteristics of being expensive © 
Company executives enjoyed an extravagant life- 
style. 0 Top athletes are showered with extravagant 
gifts. 
extravagance /1k'strav-a-gans/ n [C/U] © [C] 
In those days, a second car seemed like a needless 
extravagance. 
extravagantly /1k'streev-a-gant-li/ adv 


UNREASONABLE /I1k'strzev-9-gant/ adj beyond any 
reasonable expectation © Parents who have extrav- 
agant hopes for their children are bound to be 
disappointed. 


extreme GREAT /ik'stri:m/ adj very great; be- 
yond what is usual or what might be expected © 
Use extreme caution, as the steps are very slippery. 
© The extreme cold kept most people indoors. 
extreme /1k'stri:m/ n[C] © The security staff went 
to extremes to insure the safety of the world leaders. 
extremely /r1k'strizm-li/ adv © She was extremely 
intelligent. 


FYRTHEST /1k'stri:m/ adj 1 at the furthest point; to 
the greatest degree © At the extreme end of the lake 
there is a hunting lodge. 2 Extreme opinions, ideas, 
etc., are beyond the usual range of variety and 
would seem unreasonable to most people. 
extremism /rtk'stri:,m1z-am/ n [U] © political 
extremism 
extremist /1k'stri:-mast/ n[C] someone who has 
an opinion or ideas that seem unreasonable to 
most people 

MATH /ik'stri:m/ n [C] mathematics the first or 
fourth TERMS (= numbers or symbols) of a PRO- 
PORTION (=a mathematical statement with a com- 
parison of two numbers calculated by division on 


dz jump | j yes | I little | ®m hm | ®n cotton | 9 sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 6 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


extremities 


ee 


each side) © In the proportion a/b=t/z the terms a 
and z are the extremes. 


WORD FAMILY extreme 


Adjectives extreme 
extremist 


Nouns extreme 
extremism 


extremist 


Adverbs — extremely 


extremities /1k'strem-at-i:z/ p/n the hands 
and feet 


extricate /‘ek:stra,keit/ v [T] to remove, re- 
lease, or free someone or something from a diffi- 
cult condition or situation © They need education 
and other economic opportunities in order to extri- 
cate themselves from poverty. © The president out- 
lined a plan to extricate the troops if the situation 
worsened. 


exuberant /1g'zu:-ba-rant/ adj (esp. of people 
and their behavior) very energetic, and showing 
the happiness of being alive © He is an exuberant 
dancer. 
exuberance /1g 'zu:-ba-rans/ n [U] © His exuber- 
ance is contagious. 


exude /1g'zu:d/ v[T] 1 to have a lot of a partic- 
ular quality or feeling © Sal exudes confidence. 2 To 
exude is also to produce from the inside and 
spread out slowly: Some trees exude a sap that re- 
pels insect parasites. 


exult /1g'zalt/ v [I] to express great pleasure or 
happiness, esp. at your success or at someone 
else’s failure O He exulted in the publicity he received. 
exultant /1g'zalt-®nt/ adj 0 He was exultant at the 
news of his team’s victory. 
exultation /,eg-zal'ter:fan/ n [U] 


exurb /'ek-sarb, 'eg:z3arb/ n[C] a region beyond 
the SUBURBS (= areas built around cities), which is 
not highly developed and where rich people often 
live 
exurban /ek's3r-ban, eg'z3r-/ adj © an exurban 
community 


eye /ai/ n[C] 1 one of the pair of organs of seeing 
in the faces of humans and animals © She has green 


eyes. > Picture: butterfly 2 The eye of a needle is 
the hole through which you put the thread. 

eye /at/ v[T] pres. part. eyeing, past eyed © She eyed 
the other passengers (= looked closely at them). 


IDIOMS with eye 


ean eye for an eye the idea that a person who 
causes another person to suffer should suffer in an 
equal amount © | don’t believe in that kind of eye 
for an eye justice. 

ecannot take your eyes off someone/something to 
not be able to stop looking at someone or some- 
thing © You can’t take your eyes off that guy when 
he’s talking. 


eyeball /'a1,bo:I/ n [C] the whole eye, including 
the part that cannot usually be seen 


eyebrow /‘a-brau/ n [C] the line of short hairs 
that humans have above each eye 


eye contact n[U] the act of looking directly in 
the eyes of another person as the other person 
looks at you 


eyeglasses /'a1,glas:oz/ pi n GLASSES © See at 
GLASS 


eyelash /‘a1-lz{/ n[C] one of the short hairs that 
grow along the edges of your EYELID 


eyelid /‘a1-Ind/ n [C] either of the two pieces of 
skin that you can close over each eye 


eye-opener n [C] infm/ something that is sur- 
prising and that teaches you something new 


eye shadow n [U] a colored cream or powder 
that is put around the eyes to make them look 
larger or more attractive 


eyesight /‘ar-sait/ n [U] the ability to see O Her 
eyesight is not as good as it used to be. 


eyesore /'al-so:r, -sour/ n [C] an unpleasant or 
ugly sight in a public place © These billboards by 
the side of the road are an eyesore. 


eyewitness /'al'wit:nas/ n [C] a person who 
saw something happen, for example a crime or an 
accident © Police were looking for eyewitnesses. 
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F LETTER, f /ef/ n[C] piF’s, Fs, f’s, fs the sixth letter 
of the English alphabet 

MUSICAL NOTE /ef/ n [C/U] p/F’s, Fs music in West- 
ern music, the fourth note in the SCALE (= series of 
notes) that begins on the note C, or a set of notes 
based on this note 


MARK /ef/ n [C] p/F’s, Fs a mark given for an exam, 
a course, Or a piece of work which shows that your 
work has failed to meet the lowest acceptable 
standard © I’m giving you an F if your paper isn’t in 
by Thursday. 

TEMPERATURE nr [U] abbreviation for FAHRENHEIT © 
Yesterday the temperature was 90°F. 


fable /‘fer-bal/ n [C] literature a short story that 
tells a moral truth, often using animals as charac- 
ters © Latisha loves the fable about the grasshopper 
and the ant. 
fabled /'fer-bald/ adj famous, esp. because of 
having been frequently written about © Atlantis, 
Plato’s fabled lost continent under the sea 


fabric CLOTH /'faeb-rik/ n [C/U] cloth or woven 
material, or a type of this material © [U] cotton fab- 
ric © [C] Wash delicate fabrics by hand. 

STRUCTURE /'fzeb-rik/ n [U] the structure of some- 
thing; the parts of something that hold it together 
and make it what it is © Extreme social activism 
might rip apart the social fabric. 


fabricate /'feb-rakeit/ v [T] to invent or pro- 
duce something in order to deceive © She fabri- 
cated charges that her boss was stealing money. 
fabrication /,fzeb-ra'ker:fan/ n [C] © That story 
is a complete fabrication. 


fabulous GOOD /'feb-ja-las/ adj infm! very 
good; wonderful © This is a fabulous place! 
fabulously /‘feeb-ja-la-sli/ advo She dressed him 
fabulously. 

LARGE /‘fzeb-ja-las/ adj great in size or amount © 
fabulous profits 
fabulously /'feeb-ja-la-sli/ adv o They were fabu- 
lously successful. 


facade, facade /fa'sad/ n [C] 1 the front of a 
building © The facade is made of limestone. 2 A per- 
son’s facade is the image that person presents to 
others: Behind her facade of gentleness was a tough 
competitor. 


face HEAD /feis/ n [C] the front of the head in- 
cluding the eyes, nose, and mouth © Cal hid his 
face in his hands. 
facial /'fer-fal/ adj [not gradable] © Casey suffered 
a facial cut in the accident. 
facial /'fer-fal/ n [C] a beauty treatment that 
cleans and improves the skin of the face with 
* creams, gentle rubbing, etc. 
faceless /'fer-slas/ adj [not gradable] lacking any 
particular character; difficult to describe or deal 
with © faceless bureaucracy 


FRONT /feis/ n[C] 1 the front or surface of an ob- 
ject O We climbed the north face of Mount Washing- 
ton. 2 The face of a clock or a watch is the surface 
that has the numbers or marks on it that show 
what time it is. 


DEAL WITH /feis/ v [T] to deal with a difficult situ- 
ation © They are faced with major financial prob- 
lems. © | can't face climbing those stairs again. 

BE POSITIONED /feis/ v [I/T] to have the front of 
something positioned toward, or to turn toward 
something or someone © [I always + adv/prep] The 
balcony faces south. © [T] Please face the front of the 
room. 


IDIOMS with face 


eat face value for what something appears to be 
© | took the offer at face value because | didn’t think 
they would try to trick me. 

e face the music to accept responsibility for some- 
thing you have done ° /f she lied to me, then she'll 
just have to face the music. 

¢ face-to-face (with someone) looking at another 
person O We sat face-to-face. 

*face-to-face (with something) having to deal 
with something unpleasant © He’s suddenly come 
face-to-face with his own weakness. 

ein your face slang rudely annoying someone © 
One of the managers is always in my face. 

ein the face of something 1 despite © She left home 
in the face of strong opposition from her parents. 2 
Also, in the face of can mean being threatened 
with something: /n the face of several lawsuits, the 
company took the product off the market. 

eon the face of it when first considered © The story 
seems simple on the face of it, but it’s really pretty 
complicated. 

¢to someone’s face directly to you, without trying 
to hide anything or be kind © | know he’s lying, and 
Ill tell him so to his face. 


PHRASAL VERB with face 


*face down someone/something [M] to defeat 
someone or something that is opposing you by 
being brave and strong © He admired the Presi- 
dent’s ability to face down critics. O She faced down 
a mid-career crisis and emerged with a high position 
with one of the industry leaders. 


face-lift OPERATION, facelift /‘fers-Irft/ n [C] a 
medical operation that tightens loose skin to make 
the face look younger 

IMPROVEMENT, facelift /'fers-lift/ nm [C] an im- 
provement made to something to make it more 
modern or to change its appearance © The bank is 
planning to give its 1930 building a complete facelift. 


facet /'fas-at/ n [C] one of the parts or features 
of something © There’s always one facet of my golf 
game that isn’t working. 


facetious /fa'si:-fas/ adj not seriously meaning 
what you Say, usually in an attempt to be humor- 
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ous or to trick someone © | make so much money 
that we never have to worry — I'm being facetious. 

facetiously /fa'si:-fa-sli/ advo “We could spend 
all our income on health care,” she said facetiously. 


face value n[C usually sing] the value or price 
shown, for example on a stamp, a coin, or a bill © 
See also: AT FACE VALUE at FACE IDIOMS 


facile /'fzes-al/ adj easy or too easy; not needing 
effort © He does not permit himself facile answers. 


facilitate © /fa'stl-9,te1t/ v [T] to make some- 
thing possible or easier © To facilitate learning, each 
class is no larger than 30 students. 
facilitation @ /fo,stl-a'ter-fan/ n [U] © Somer- 
ville was charged with conspiracy and criminal 
facilitation. 
facilitator @ /fa'stl-9,tert-ar/ n [C] someone 
who helps to make something happen, or who 
makes it easier © / see my role as that of a facilitator, 
enabling other people to work in the way that suits 
them best. 

facility © ABILITY /fa'sil-at-i/ n [U] an ability or 
skill at doing something © His facility for memoriz- 
ing dates was astonishing. 

PLACE /fa'sil-at-i/ n [C] something such as a place, 
building, or equipment used for a particular pur- 
pose or activity © The new sports facility has a swim- 
ming pool. 


facsimile /fek'sim-a-li/ n [C] 1 an exact copy, 
esp. of a document 2 A facsimile is also a FAX. 


fact SOMETHING KNOWN /faekt/ n [C] some- 
thing known to have happened or to exist 0 No 
one disputes the fact that the accident could have 
been avoided. 


WORD FAMILY fact 


Nouns fact 


Adverbs factually 


Adjectives factual 


IDIOMS with fact 


fact of life something unpleasant that cannot be 
avoided © Driving to work on overcrowded highways 
is a fact of life for millions of commuters. 

efacts of life the details about sex and sexual 
reproduction 

ein fact actually © He was in fact near death by the 
time they reached him. 0 Compare AS A MATTER OF 
FACT at AS IDIOMS 


faction /'fek-san/ n [C] a group within a larger 
group, esp. one with slightly different ideas than 
the main group © The president's advisors represent 
every faction of his party. 


factor © SITUATION /'fzek-tar/ n [C] a fact or 
situation that influences a result © Economic factors 
had a lot to do with their decision to sell the 
company. 

NUMBER /'feek-tar/ algebra 1 a number or VARI- 
ABLE (= letter or symbol) that is being multiplied 
in a PRODUCT (= result of multiplying) 9° In 
6 X 3=18, 6 and 3 are factors of the product 18. 2 


A factor of a product is a number that the product 
can be divided by exactly. 

factoring /‘feek-tar-1n/ n [U] algebra 1 the pro- 
cess by which a number or VARIABLE is written as 
a PRODUCT of two or more TERMS (= numbers or 
symbols) 2 Factoring completely is the process of 
factoring a number until no other factors can be 
found. 


PHRASAL VERB with factor 


e factor in something [M] to consider information, 
esp. as something that might influence a result © 
It’s going to feel like 110° there when you factor in 
the humidity. 


factory /‘fek-to-ri, 'feek-tri/ n [C] a building or 
buildings where people use machines to produce 
goods © She worked in a factory that produced air 
conditioners. 


factual /'fek-tJa-wal/ adj based on facts © a fac- 
tual account 
factually /'feek-tfa-wa-li/ adv 0 The newspaper 
account was factually incorrect. 


faculty COLLEGE TEACHERS /'faek-al-ti/ n[C] the 
people who teach in a college or university, or in 
a department of a college or university 


ABILITY /'fek-al-ti/ n [C] any natural ability, such as 
hearing, seeing, or thinking 9 Even though she is 
102, she still has all of her faculties. 


fad /feed/ n [C] a style or activity that suddenly 
becomes popular but which usually does not stay 
popular for very long © He thought computers 
would be just a fad. 


fade /feid/ v [!] 1 to lose color, brightness, or 
strength gradually 9 /f you hang your clothes out in 
the bright sun, they will fade. 2 \f something fades 
away/out, it becomes less clear and then disap- 
pears: The voice on the radio faded out. 


Fahrenheit /'faer-on hatt/, abbreviation Fn[U] a 
range of numbers for measuring temperature in 
which water freezes at 32° and boils at 212° © The 
Fahrenheit scale is still used throughout the US. 0 
Compare CELSIUS 


fail NOT SUCCEED /ferl/ v [I] 1 to not be able to 
do what you are trying to achieve or are expected 
to do © [+ fo infinitive] She applied to Harvard Uni- 
versity but failed to get accepted. 2 If you fail to see/ 
understand what something is, you do not agree 
with someone’s description of a situation: [+ to in- 
finitive] / fail to see what the problem is (= | don’t 
think there is a problem). 
failed /fetld/ adj unsuccessful © Since his failed at- 
tempt in college, John has always wanted to write a 
novel. 


NOT PASS /feil/ v [I/T] to be unsuccessful, or to 
judge that someone has been unsuccessful in a test 
or examination 0 [I/T] A lot of people fail (their driv- 
ing test) the first time. © [T] She said she would fail 
any student who misses two exams. 

NOT DO /ferl/ v [I/T] 1 to not do something that 
should be done © [+ to infinitive] He promised to 
help, but failed to send a check. © [+ fo infinitive] 
She never fails to meet a deadline. 2 To fail is also 
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to not help someone when expected to: [T] He 
failed her when she most needed him. 

STOP /feil/ v [I] 1 to become weaker or stop work- 
ing completely © The bus driver said the brakes 
failed. 2 \f a business fails, it is unable to continue 
because of money problems. 
failing /'fer-lin/ adj [not gradable] © He is in failing 
health and seldom goes outside any more. 


WORD FAMILY fail 


Nouns 
Verbs 


failure 
fail 


Adjectives failed 
failing 
unfailing 


Adverbs unfailingly 


failing WEAKNESS /'fer-lin/ n[C] a fault or weak- 
ness © His one big failing is that he can’t say he’s 
sorry. 

WITHOUT /'fer-lin/ prep used to show what will 
happen if something is not possible or available © 
She will very likely be the next president of the com- 
pany, or failing that, the marketing director. 


fail-safe adj designed so that if one part of a 
device does not work, the whole thing stops work- 
ing to avoid a dangerous situation 


failure LACK OF SUCCESS /'feil-jar/ n [C/U] a 
lack of success in doing something © [U] Their at- 
tempt to sail across the Atlantic Ocean ended in fail- 
ure. © [C] He was a failure as a businessman. 


SOMETHING NOT DONE /'ferl-jar/ n [U] the fact of 
not doing something you should have done © [+ 
to infinitive] His failure to return her phone call told 
her that something was wrong. 


SOMETHING NOT WORKING /'feil-jar/ n [C/U] the 
fact of something not working as it should © [U] 
He died of heart failure. © [C] The new computer 
system was a complete failure (= It did not work). 


faint LOSE CONSCIOUSNESS /fernt/ v [I] to be- 
come unconscious unexpectedly for a short time 
© | nearly fainted from the heat. 
faint /fernt/ adj [-er/-est only] very weak and 
nearly becoming unconscious © He felt faint from 
hunger. 

SLIGHT /fernt/ adj[-er/-est only] not strong or clear; 
slight © He walked along, guided only by the faint 
light of the moon. 
faintly /'fernt-li/ adv © The hospital room smelled 
faintly of disinfectant. 


fair RIGHT /fer, faer/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 treating 
someone in a way that is right or reasonable, or 
treating people equally and not allowing personal 
opinions to influence your judgment © All he asks 
is a fair chance to prove his innocence. © I’m willing 
to do my fair share of the work (= equal part). 2 If 
a game or competition is fair, it is done according 
to the rules: /t was a fair fight. 3 In some sports, 
esp. baseball, fair means within the playing field: 
The umpire ruled it a fair ball. © Opposite: FOUL 
SPORTS 
fairly /'fer-li, 'faer-/ adv © It’s the responsibility of 
a judge to treat both sides fairly. 
fairness /'fer-nas, 'feer-/ n[U] © Inall fairness, she 
deserves the award. 


WORD CHOICES fair es 

Right or just can be used when something is 
considered fair and morally acceptable by most 
people. 

| don’t believe they should have put him in 

prison. It isn’t right. 

It wasn’t a just punishment in my view. 
Even-handed or balanced can be used when 
something is fair because it does not favor one 
person more than another. 

The article contained very even-handed 

reporting. 

The report gives a balanced view of what 

happened. 
If something is fair because everyone has the 
same opportunities and treatment, you could 
use the word egalitarian in formal English. 

We are working towards an egalitarian 

society. 
Equitable can also be used in formal English 
when a system is fair because everyone is 
treated in the same way. 

This is not an equitable tax system. 

When something is fair because a person is not 
influenced by their own opinions or trying to 
gain an advantage, you could use the words 
unbiased or impartial. 

The magazine provides unbiased information 

on the products available. 

| want some impartial advice. 

If someone plays a game in a very fair way, you 
could describe them as sportsmanlike. 

That was very sportsmanlike of you. 


AVERAGE /fer, fzer/ adj [not gradable] neither very 
good nor very bad © He’s good in physics but only 
fair in math. 


LARGE /fer, faer/ adj [not gradable] large or great in 
comparison © We still had a fair amount of foreign 
money when we returned. 
fairly /'fer-li, 'faer-/ adv [not gradable] more than 
a little; to some degree © | know him fairly well. © | 
saw her fairly recently (= not very long ago). 


CORRECT /fer, faer/ adj [not gradable] likely to be 
correct; accurate © The architect's drawing will give 
you a pretty fair idea of what the completed house 
will look like. 


WEATHER /fer, fzer/ adj [-er/-est only] (of weather) 
pleasant and dry 


PUBLIC EVENT /fer, feer/ n[C] 1a public event, usu- 
ally held outside, where goods and sometimes 
farm animals are shown and sold and where there 
is often food and entertainment 2 A county/state 
fair is one where farm animals and products from 
that region are shown to compete for prizes and 
there is food and entertainment. 3 A street fair is 
one where a city street is closed to cars so that 
goods and food can be sold to people walking 
through it. 4 A fair is also a show at which people 
who work in a particular industry meet to sell and 
advertise their products: a book/antiques/toy fair 
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PALE /fer, faer/ adj [-er/-est only] (of skin) pale, or 
(of hair) light in color © If you have fair skin, you'll 
get a sunburn easily. 


WORD FAMILY fair 


fairness 
unfairness 


Adverbs fairly 
unfairly 


Nouns 


Adjectives fair 
unfair 


IDIOM with fair 


efair and square honestly and according to the 
rules © She won the election fair and square. 


fair game n [U] someone or something consid- 
ered reasonable to criticize © Anyone running for 
the presidency is fair game. 


fairgrounds /‘fer-graunz/ p/ na large outside 
area used for public events 


fair-minded adj willing to treat everyone 
equally 


fair play n [U] equal and honest treatment of 
others, esp. in following accepted rules 


fair-weather friend n [C] someone who 
can be depended on only when everything is go- 
ing well 


fairy /'fer-i, ‘faer-i/ n [C] an imaginary creature 
with magical powers who looks like a small person 
with wings 


fairy tale n [C] literature a traditional story, 
usually written for children, which often involves 
imaginary creatures and magic 


faith TRUST /ferd/ n [U] a high degree of trust or 
confidence in something or someone © [+ that 
clause] | have faith that she will do the right thing. 
faithful /'feré-fal/ adj 1 trusted; loyal © She has 
been a faithful employee for 30 years. 2 \f some- 
thing, such as a copy or recording, is faithful, it is 
exactly like or very similar to the original: The 
painting was a faithful reproduction of the original. 
3 If you are faithful to someone or something, you 
remain loyal and keep the promises you made: 
You've been faithful to your family. 
faithfully /'ferd-fa-li/ adv ° | always faithfully (= 
carefully) follow the instructions of my doctor when 
taking medicine. 

RELIGION /fe16/ n [C/U] a particular religion, or be- 
lief in God © [C] the Christian/Jewish/Muslim faith 
© [C] We welcome people of all faiths. © [U] Put your 
faith in God. 


WORD FAMILY faith 


Nouns faith Adverbs faithfully 


unfaithfully 


Adjectives faithful 
unfaithful 


fake COPY /feik/ n[C] something that is intended 
to look like and be mistaken for something else, 
esp. a copy made in order to deceive © She discov- 
ered that the documents were fakes. 


fake /feik/ adj intended to look like something 
else, esp. in order to deceive © He was caught with 
a fake passport. © "Is that a real fur coat?” “No, it’s 
fake.” 
fake /feik/ v [T] © She faked her mother’s signature 
on the permission form. 

PRETEND /ferk/ v [I/T] to pretend © [I] He isn’t really 
crying, he’s just faking. 

falcon /'fzl-kan, 'fo:l-/ n[C] a bird with pointed 
wings and a long tail that hunts and kills other 
birds and small animals 


fall ACCIDENT /fo:1/ v [I] past simp. fell, past part. 
fallen (of people and animals) to move uninten- 
tionally or unexpectedly onto or toward the 
ground from a higher place © He fell and hurt his 
arm. © Don't fall over, honey! © | fell down the stairs. 
© She fell off the top of the ladder. © Kathy tripped 
and fell (flat) on her face (= fell facing the ground). 
fall /fo:l/ n [C usually sing] © She injured herself in 
a fall. 


COMMON LEARNER ERROR 
fall or feel? 


The past forms of the verbs fall and feel are 
often confused. The past tense of fall is fell. 
He fell off the roof and broke his leg. 
The past tense of feel is felt. 
I felt very nervous. 


i= | aa 


Drop can sometimes be used instead of “fall.” 

Several apples dropped from the tree. 
Collapse can be used when someone or some- 
thing falls down suddenly because of pressure 
or weakness. 

Several buildings collapsed in the earthquake. 

He had a heart attack and collapsed. 

If someone falls to the ground suddenly, you 
could use the verb crumple. 

He fainted and crumpled into a heap on the 

floor. 
Tumble means 
control.” 

A huge rock tumbled down the mountain. 
Plunge or plummet are verbs that are used 
when someone or something falls suddenly 
and a long way down or forward. 

The car went out of contro! and plunged/ 

plummeted over the cliff. 
If you fall or almost fall because you step awk- 
wardly while walking or running, the verb 
stumble could be used. 

The waiter stumbled and dumped the food in 

my lap. 
Trip could be used if you fall or almost fall after 
knocking your foot against something while 
you are walking or running. 

She tripped over a crack in the sidewalk and 

broke her wrist. 


-WORD CHOICES fall 


“to fall quickly without 
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MOVE DOWN /fo:l/ v [I] past simp. fell, past part. 
fallen to move down toward or drop to a lower 
position © They expect three inches of snow to fall 
tonight. O Tears rolled down her cheeks and fell into 
her lap. © Plaster was falling off the walls. 
falls /fo:lz/ pl na WATERFALL 


SEASON /fo:l/, autumn n [C/U] the season of the 
year between summer and winter, lasting from 
September to December north of the equator and 
from March to June south of the equator, when 
fruits and crops finish growing and the leaves fall 
off the trees © [U] Fall is my favorite time of year. © 
[U] She wants to take a vacation before fall classes 
Start. 


BECOME LESS /fo:I/ v [I] past simp. fell, past part. 
fallen to become less or lower in size, amount, or 
strength © Stock prices fell sharply in late March and 
early April. © Her blood sugar levels fell below normal. 
fall /fo:l/ n [C usually sing] © a fall in temperature 

CHANGE STATE /fo:I/ v [L] past simp. fell, past part. 
fallen used to show a change from one state to 
another © He fell asleep reading the newspaper. 


BE DEFEATED /fo:1/ v [I] past simp. fell, past part. fallen 
T to be defeated or fail © The city fell to the enemy. 
2 If soldiers fall, they die: The statue honors soldiers 
who fell in battle. 
fall /fo:l/ n [C usually sing] © the fall of the Roman 
Empire 

HAPPEN /fa:I/ v [I] past simp. fell, past part. fallen to 
happen at a particular time © My birthday falls on 
a Friday this year. © By the time we got home, night 
had fallen (= begun). 

BELONG TO /fo:I/ v [I always + adv/prep] past simp. 
fell, past part. fallen to belong to a particular group, 
or to be part of a particular subject © Archaeology 
falls under the general subject of natural history. 


HANG DOWN /fo:I/ v [I always + adv/prep] past simp. 
fell, past part. fallen (of hair or cloth) to hang down 
loosely © Her long, dark hair fell to her waist. 


IDIOMS with fall 


efall by the wayside to no longer be active or 
successful © I’ve seen a lot of bands split up and fall 
by the wayside. 

efall flat to not be funny or entertaining © Some 
of the jokes were pretty funny, others fell flat. 

efall into line (with someone/something) to begin 
to have a similar standard or to do something ina 
similar way to someone or something © House 
prices in this area have fallen into line with the na- 
tional average. 

efall into place to become well organized in a way 
that makes success likely © After a lot of work over 
the past few years, my career goals are beginning to 
fall into place. 

efall into the trap of doing something to make a 
bad decision © Don't fall into the trap of buying a 
house that is more expensive than you can afford. 

e fall into the wrong hands to be found and taken 
by someone who is not the owner © | wouldn't 
want my machine to fall into the wrong hands. 

e fall short to not reach a desired amount or stan- 
dard © They needed 60 votes to pass the bill, but 
they fell short by 12 votes. 


efall victim to something to fail or suffer because 
of something © The movie industry fell victim to its 
Own SUCCESS. 


PHRASAL VERBS with fall 


e fall apart BREAK to break into separate pieces © 
Our furniture is falling apart. 

efall apart FAIL to fail completely and be unable 
to continue in the usual way © The deal fell apart 
because of a lack of money. 0 When his wife died, he 
fell apart (= was unable to continue with life in the 
usual way). 

e fall back on something to use something for help 
because no other choice is available © The organi- 
Zation has no income and no reserves to fall back on. 
efall behind (something) to fail to do something 
fast enough or on time © We fell behind schedule. 
© He fell behind in his work. 

efall for someone LOVE infmi to be attracted to 
someone and start to love that person © Mike has 
fallen for Heather. 

efall for something BE TRICKED infmi to be de- 
ceived by something, esp. a lie © / said | was an art 
collector, and they fell for it. 

efall into something to suddenly be in a condition, 
esp. a bad one © She fell into a coma. 

efall off to become less in number, amount, or 
quality © Production fell off last month. 

efall out BREAK OFF (of objects) to drop from a 
place where they were attached © A few pages fell 
out of the book. 

efall out END RELATIONSHIP to have an argu- 
ment or disagreement that ends a relationship © 
The two fell out over coaching tactics a long time 


ago. 
efall through to fail to happen © The sale of the 
house fell through. 


fallacy /‘fel-a-si/ n [C] a false belief o [+ that 
clause] /t isa common fallacy that only men are good 
at math. 
fallacious /fa'ler-fas/ adj [not gradable] © a fal- 
lacious argument 


fall guy /‘fo:l'gai/ n [C] infm! a person who is 
blamed for something bad when others who were 
also responsible are not blamed © The cops made 
him the fall guy, even after they knew he was 
innocent. 


fallible /'fzl-9-bal/ adj (of a person) able to fail 
or likely to make mistakes, or (of an object or sys- 
tem) likely not to work satisfactorily O Human be- 
ings are fallible. 
fallibility / fael-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] © Women are 
urged to take the test, despite its fallibility. 


falling star n [C] infmia METEOR 


fallout EFFECT /'fo:-laut/ n [U] the unpleasant 
results or effects of an action or event © He blamed 
the political fallout from the scandal on the 
Republicans. 

DUST /'fo::laut/ n [U] the RADIOACTIVE dust in the 
air after a nuclear device explodes 


false NOTREAL /fo:ls/ adj [not gradable] (of 
things) not real, but made to look real, or (of in- 
formation) not true but made to seem true in or- 
der to deceive © Haban used false identification to 
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enter France. © The company presented clients with 
documents containing false information. 

falsify /'fa:l-sa ,far/ v[T] © She falsified the account- 
ing records. 

NOT CORRECT /fo:ls/ adj [not gradable] not correct 
or true © “Three plus three is seven. True or false?” 
“False.” O USAGE: said about information or an idea 
falsehood /'fo:ls-hud/ n [C/U] something that is 
not true; a lie 
falsely /'fo:l-sli/ adv [not gradable] © She was 
falsely accused of shoplifting. 
falsity /'fo:\-sat-i/, falseness /'fa:l-snas/ n [U] fm! 
© We're trying to determine the truth or falsity of your 
previous statement. 

NOT SINCERE /fo:Is/ adj [not gradable] (of people 
or their manner) dishonest or not sincere © “/ think 
of myself as great,” said Tyler, abandoning false 
modesty. 


false alarm n[C] a warning or a signal of dan- 
ger that is given but is unnecessary 


false start SITUATION n[C] asituation ina race 
when a competitor starts before the signal has 
been given 


ATTEMPT rn [C] an attempt to do something you 
are not ready or able to do © She began writing 
fiction, and after several false starts she wrote “Gone 
With the Wind.” 


false teeth p! n artificial teeth used to fill the 
spaces in a person’s mouth where teeth once were 


falsetto /fo:! 'set-ou/ n[C/U] p/falsettos (esp. of 
aman) a method of singing in a voice much higher 
than usual 
falsetto /fo:|'set-ou/ adj, adv © He sings a weird 
falsetto version of “Barbara Ann.” 


falter /'‘fo:|-tar/ v [I] 1 to lose strength or purpose 
and pause or stop © His career began to falter. 2 To 
falter is also to move or speak without confidence 
or with pauses. 
faltering /'fa:l-ta-rin/ adj © faltering speech 


fame /feim/ n [U] the state of being known for 
having or doing something important © She came 
to the city seeking fortune and fame. © Related ad- 
jective: FAMOUS 
famed /fermd/ adj known about by many peo- 
ple; famous © The famed transatlantic liner Queen 
Mary is moored here as a tourist attraction. 


WORD FAMILY fame 


Nouns fame 


infamy 


Adjectives famed 
famous 


ee. infamous 


famously 
infamously 


familiar KNOWN /fa'mil-jar/ adj easy to rec- 
ognize because previously experienced © familiar 
sights © a familiar face © I'm not familiar with current 
research in the field. 
familiarity /fa,mil- 'jaer-at-i/ n [U] © Harry’s fa- 
miliarity with the city makes him a good tour guide. 
familiarize /fa'mil-ja,raiz/ v [T] © Teachers 
needed to familiarize themselves with the new 
software. 


INFORMAL /fa'mil-jar/ adj informal or friendly, esp. 
more than is expected © Her familiar tone makes 
her writing more effective. 
familiarly /fa'mil-jar-li/ adv © Greenwich Village 
is familiarly known as “the Village.” 


WORD FAMILY familiar 


Adjectives familiar 
unfamiliar 


Nouns — familiarity 
family 


Verbs Adverbs 


familiarly 


familiarize 


family PARENTS AND CHILDREN = /'feem-a"li, 
‘faem-li/ n[C/U] a social group of parents, children, 
and sometimes GRANDPARENTS, uncles, aunts, and 
others who are related © [C] Her family moved here 
when she was eleven. © [U] Many people cope with 
the demands of both career and family. © [C] She 
wants to get married and have a family (= have 
children). 

BIOLOGICAL TYPE /'feem-a-li, 'faem-li/ n [C] biol- 
ogy a large group of related types of animals or 
plants © The lion is a member of the cat family. 


family name rn your LAST NAME 


family planning 1 [U] the process of con- 
trolling how many children you have and when 
you have them 


family room n [C] a room in a family’s home 
that is used for relaxing, esp. for watching 
television 


family tree n[C] a drawing that shows all the 
members of a family, usually over a long period of 
time, and how they are related to each other 


famine /'faem-an/ n [C/U] an extreme lack of 
food in a region, causing suffering and death © [U] 
Widespread famine was reported in the region. 


famished /‘faem-1ft/ adj infmi very hungry © I’m 
famished! When do we eat? 


famous /'fei-mas/ adj known by very many or 
most people © a famous actor/singer © Marie Curie 
is famous for discovering radium. © Related noun: 
FAME 


WORD CHOICES famous = 


Well known or renowned are common alter- 
natives to “famous.” 


The area is renowned for its beauty. 

She’s a well-known local artist. 

If someone or something is famous every- 
where, you can say world-famous. 

a world-famous hotel 
If someone or something is famous for some 
special quality or ability, you could use the 
word celebrated. 

He’s a celebrated writer of children’s stories. 
Legendary means “very famous and admired 
or spoken about.” 

He once met the legendary singer, Eartha Kitt. 
Someone who is famous in the entertainment 


business can be described as a celebrity or a 
Star. 
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far 


Many celebrities had been invited to the 
movie's premiere. 
Stars from the sports world attended the 
dinner. 
High-profile and prominent can be used when 
someone is famous because of their impor- 
tance. 
He’s a prominent member of the Saudi royal 
family. 
high-profile politicians 
If someone is famous in a particular job or area 
of study, you could use eminent to describe 
them. 
Darwin and other eminent scientists 
Infamous and notorious are usually used when 
someone is famous for something bad. 
He is one of history’s most notorious/infamous 
criminals. 


famously /'fer-ma:sli/ adv very well © Maria and 
her roommate get along famously. 


fan DEVICE /feen/ n[C] a device to provide a flow 
of air, either an object that you wave in front of 
you or a device with blades that are turned by a 
motor © a window fan 
fan /faen/ v [T] -nn- © It was very hot in the car, so 
| fanned myself with the road map. 


ADMIRER /fzen/ n [C] a person who is very much 
interested in and spends a lot of time watching or 
reading about esp. an entertainer or sports team 
0 a baseball fan 


PHRASAL VERB with fan 


efan out to spread out over a wide area O The 
police fanned out over the west side of the park. 


fanatic /fa'nat-1k/ n[C] a person whose strong 
admiration for something is extreme and unrea- 
sonable © a fitness/exercise fanatic 
fanatical /fa'neet-1-kal/ adj Oo Her devotion to her 
pets was fanatical. 


fancy DECORATIVE /'faen-si/ adj [-er/-est only] 

decorative or complicated, or (of restaurants, 
stores, or hotels) expensive © | wanted a simple 
black dress, nothing fancy. © a fancy hotel 


IMAGINE /'fzen-si/ v [T] to imagine or think that 
something is so 0 When she was young she fancied 
herself a rebel. 
fanciful /'faen-sa-fal/ adj © fanciful ideas/notions 

LIKE /'‘fzen-si/ v [T] to like or wish for O There are 
two things he fancies — fast cars and thunderous 
MUSIC. 
fancy /‘feen:si/ n [U] 


IDIOM with fancy 


e strike your fancy, catch/tickle your fancy to seem 
interesting or pleasing to someone © She has 
enough money to buy anything that strikes her fancy. 


fanfare /'‘fen-fer, -feer/ n [U] showy activity 
meant to draw attention to something © Earth Day 
was observed without a great deal of fanfare this 
week. 


fang /fen/ n[C] a long, sharp tooth that animals 
such as snakes and dogs have » Picture: spider 


fanny /‘feen-i/ n [C] infmia person’s buttocks 


fanny pack n [C] a small bag that has a belt 
you fasten around your waist, and that is used for 
carrying small objects or money 


fantasize /'fant-9,satz/ v © See at FANTASY 


fantastic GOOD /fen'tes-tik/ adj very good © 
You look fantastic in that outfit. 


NOT REAL /fzen 'tzes:tik/ adj strange and imaginary 
O He drew fantastic animals with two heads and 
large wings. 

LARGE /faen'tees-tik/ adj (of an amount) very large 
© a fantastic sum of money 


fantasy /'feent-a:si, -zi/ n [C/U] 1 a pleasant but 
unlikely situation that you enjoy thinking about, or 
the activity of thinking in this way © [C] Writing 
songs was just a fantasy of mine. O [U] She retreated 
from life into a world of fantasy. 2 literature Fantasy 
is imaginative literature, often set in strange places 
with unusual characters and the use of magic. 
fantasize /'faent-9,saiz/ v [I] © He fantasized 
about winning the Nobel Prize. 


far DISTANCE /far/ adv comparative farther, fur- 
ther, superlative farthest, furthest at, to, or froma 
great distance in space or time © One day, perhaps 
far in the future, you'll regret what you've done. © 
How far is it from Los Angeles to San Francisco? 0 
She doesn’t live far from here. 

far /far/ adj comparative farther, further, superlative 
farthest, furthest 1 the far (= most distant) side of 
the park O Even the closest stores are pretty far. 2 
The far left is the political position that is most 
LIBERAL, and the far right is the political position 
that is most CONSERVATIVE. 


USAGE is 
far 
Be careful with the word far when describing 


distances. You can use it in questions or when 
describing an approximate distance. 


How far is Omaha from Des Moines? 

It isn’t far from my apartment to the school. 
You should not use far when giving the exact 
distance between two places. You just need to 
give the distance and the preposition from. 

I live in a small village 30 miles from Denver. 

Hive+n-e-smell fage-3.0-milestartrom 

Denver 


—) 2a. 


AMOUNT /far/ adv [not gradable] much © Her new 
school is far better than the old one. 


IDIOMS with far 


eas far as someone is concerned, so far as someone 
is concerned according to what someone thinks or 
feels © There’s no reason to wait, as far as I’m con- 
cerned. © So far as those big companies are con- 
cerned, we're just another little company that they 
can step on. 

eas far as someone knows, as far as someone can 
tell based on what someone knows © As far as | 
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know, he isn’t coming until tomorrow. © As far as the 
doctors can tell, she didn’t have a stroke. 

e by far by a great amount © She is by far the best 
student in the class. 

e far from not at all 0 We were far from disappointed 
when they told us they couldn’t come to visit. 

efar from it almost the opposite is true © Jim, self- 
ish? Far from it — he’s probably one of the kindest 
people | know. 


faraway /‘far-a,we1/ adjlying at a great distance 
away © The story told of strange customs in faraway 
lands. 


faraway look n [C] an expression that makes 
you appear to be thinking about something com- 
pletely different from what is going on around you 


farce PLAY /fars/ n [C/U] a humorous play in 
which the characters become involved in unlikely 
situations, or the humor in this type of play 
SITUATION /fars/ n [C] a ridiculous situation or 
event, or something considered a waste of time © 
The meeting turned out to be a farce since no one 
had prepared anything. 


fare PAYMENT /fer, faer/ n[C] the money that you 
pay for traveling on a vehicle such as a bus or train 
© We shared a taxi and split the fare. 


PROGRESS /fer, feer/ v [I always + adv/prep] to pro- 
gress or to be in a particular condition © Middle- 
income families will fare better/worse under the new 
tax laws. 


FOOD /fer, faer/ n[U] fmi (in a restaurant) the type 
of food that is served © Middle Eastern fare 


Far East n [U] world history the countries on 
the Pacific coast of Asia 


farewell /fer'wel, feer-/ exclamation, n[C] good- 
bye © We said our farewells to our dear friends. 
farewell /fer'wel, feer-/ adj [not gradable] done 
at the time someone is leaving a place or job 0 a 
farewell speech O We gave Latoya a farewell party 
on her last day. 


far-fetched /'far'fet{t/ adj difficult to believe 
and unlikely to be true © Her story about being 
chased away from school by wolves seems pretty far- 
fetched. 


farm /farm/ n[C] 1 an area of land, esp. together 
with a house and other buildings, used for grow- 
ing crops or keeping animals 2 A farm can also be 
a place where a specific type of animal is raised in 
large numbers to be sold: a cattle/mink farm 
farm /farm/ v [I/T] © [I/T] Their family has farmed 
(this land) for three generations. 
farmer /'far-mar/ n [C] a person who owns or 
takes care of a farm 
farming /‘far-min/ n [U] 


PHRASAL VERB with farm 


efarm out something [M] to give work to other 
people to do © Magazines often farm out articles to 
freelance journalists. 


farmhand /'‘farm-hzend/ n[C] a person who is 
paid to work on a farm 


farmhouse /'farm-haus/ n [C] the house on a 
farm where people live, or this style of house © 
Washington used the farmhouse as his headquarters 
before and after the battle. 


farmland /'farm-land/ n [C usually sing] land 
that is used for farming © In the past 18 years, the 
average price of lowa farmland has increased 234 
percent. 


far-off adj happening a long way from the pres- 
ent, either in the past or the future, or at a great 
distance away 


far-out adj infmi strange and unusual © They had 
some far-out ideas. 


far-reaching adj likely to influence many peo- 
ple or things © The effects of the riots will be far- 
reaching. 


farsighted ABLE TO SEE /'far sait-ad/ adj able 
to see clearly only objects that are not close © 
Compare NEARSIGHTED 


WISE /'far ,satt-ad/ adj able to make wise judgments 
about the results far in the future of an action you 
take now © a farsighted proposal 


farther /'far-dar/ adv to a greater distance; com- 
parative of FAR DISTANCE © How much farther is it to 
the airport? © Now that they live farther away we 
don’t see them so often. 
farther /'far-d3ar/ adj © Birds from farther north ap- 
peared in the fall. » Confusables: further or far- 
ther? at FURTHER GREATER DISTANCE 


farthest /'far-dast/ adv superlative of FAR DIS- 
TANCE © What's the farthest you’ve ever run in your 
life? O USAGE: See the usage note at FURTHEST 
DISTANCE. 
farthest /'far-dast/ adj © The farthest landmark 
visible is about twenty miles away. 


fascinate /'fzes-9 neit/ v [T] to have someone’s 
complete interest and attention © Anything to do 
with airplanes and flying fascinates him. © The chil- 
dren were fascinated by the story. 
fascinating /‘faes-9,neit-1n/ adj Oo The movie has 
a fascinating plot. 
fascination /,faes-a'ner-Jan/ n [U] © Her fasci- 
nation with modern art began when she saw the Pi- 
casso show. 


fascism /'feJ,1z-am/ n [U] politics & govern- 
ment a political system based on a very powerful 
leader, state control of social and economic life, 
and extreme pride in country and race, with no 
expression of political disagreement allowed 
fascist /'feej-ast/ adj [not gradable] © fascist 
groups 
tascist /'faef-ast/ n[C] © He left Germany when the 
fascists took over. 


fashion CUSTOM /'fzf:an/ n[U] a custom, look, 
or way of doing things that is considered accept- 
able © Long skirts are back in fashion this season. © 
Formal dinner parties seem to be out of fashion. 
fashionable /‘fes-a-na-bal/ adj popular at a 
particular time © [+ to infinitive] fashionable restau- 
rants/clothin 
Fashaiconndsl /'fees-a-na-bli/ adv © We were fash- 
ionably late. 
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WORD CHOICES fashion 
If something is fashionable, in informal English 
you can say that it is in. 
Short jackets are in this season. 
Cool, hip, and trendy are all informal words 
that mean “fashionable.” 
He was wearing a pair of cool sunglasses. 
trendy clothes 
A slang word for things which are fashionable 
in an unusual and noticeable way is funky. 
You will look and feel great in these funky 
shoes. 
Chic can be used about things that are very 
stylish and fashionable. 
a chic restaurant 
You can use the phrase the latest thing for 
something that is new and fashionable. 
This doll is the latest thing for young girls. 
If something is always fashionable because it 
has a simple style, you could describe it as 
classic. 
She was wearing a classic black suit. 


CLOTHING /'feJ-an/ n [C/U] clothing that is con- 
sidered stylish © [U] She has a flair for fashion. © [C} 
He plays golf and dresses in the latest fashions. 
fashionable /'fef-a-na-bal/ adj © She didn’t just 
go out out and buy a whole lot of fashionable clothes. 
fashionably /'feeJ-a-na-bli/ adv © fashionably 
dressed women 

MANNER /'‘fzeJ-an/ n [U] a way of doing things © 
The sale of the property has to be conducted in a 
systematic fashion. 

MAKE /'fzeJ-an/ v [T] to create something, using 
the hands or the imagination © She fashioned an 
elaborate sculpture out of newspapers and glue. 
WORD FAMILY fashion 

fashion Verbs 


Adverbs fashionably 
unfashionably 


Nouns fashion 


Adjectives fashionable 
unfashionable 


fast QUICK /feest/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 moving or 
happening quickly or able to move or happen 
quickly © a fast car © The fastest way to get there is 
by plane. 2 if your watch or clock is fast, it shows 
a time later than the real time. 
fast /feest/ adv [-er/-est only] © The accident was 
caused by people driving too fast in bad conditions. 
© This type of wilderness area is disappearing fast. 


WORD CHOICES fast = = — 


if you want to use “fast” as an adjective, a very 
common alternative is quick. 
I tried to catch him, but he was too quick for 
me. 
If something is done fast, without waiting, you 
can use the adjectives prompt, speedy, or 
swift. 
A prompt reply would be very much 
appreciated. 


He made a speedy recovery. 

His comments caused a swift response. 
If something is done too fast, without thinking 
carefully, the adjectives hasty and hurried are 
often used. 

| don’t want to make a hasty decision. 

We left early after a hurried breakfast. 
A fast walk is often described as brisk. 

We took a brisk walk through the park. 
The adjective rapid is often used to describe 
fast growth or change. 

The 1990's were a period of rapid change/ 

growth. 

If you want to use “fast” as an adverb, a very 
common alternative is quickly. 

The problem needs to be solved as quickly as 

possible. 

If someone does something very fast, in infor- 
mal situations you can use the expression in a 
flash. 

I'll be back in a flash. 


ATTACHED /fzest/ adj, adv [not gradable] con- 
nected or attached in a way that is not easily un- 
fastened © Tie the boat fast to the pier. 


NOT EAT /fzest/ v [I] to have a period of time when 
you eat no food © We will be fasting until sundown 
tomorrow. 
fast /faest/ n [C] 0 They organized a fast to draw 
attention to the issue of hunger. 


IDIOM with fast 


ein the fast lane in a way that is exciting and 
slightly dangerous © He lived life in the fast lane 
when he was young. 


fastball /'feest-bo:1/ n[C] a PITCH in baseball that 
is thrown at the highest speed 


fasten /'fes-an/ v [I/T] to make or become firmly 
attached or closed © [I] This skirt fastens at the back. 
© [T] Fasten your seatbelt. 
fastener /'faes-a-nar/ n[C] a button or other de- 
vice for joining together the separate parts of 
something, esp. clothes 


WORD FAMILY fasten 


Verbs fasten 
unfasten 


Nouns fastener 


fast food n [U] cheap, often hot food that is 
prepared and served quickly in a restaurant 


fastidious /fzs'tid-i:-as/ adj having high stan- 
dards and giving a lot of attention to details © The 
restaurant offers elaborate food and fastidious ser- 
vice at high prices. 


fast track n [C usually sing] the quickest, but 
usually most competitive, route to success or 
improvement 


fat FLESHY /fet/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- 1 having a 
lot of flesh on the body © Her weight’s normal but 
she insists she’s fat. 2 Fat can also mean thick or 
big: a fat telephone book 
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fattening /'feet-n-1n/ adj (of food) containing a 
lot of fat, sugar, etc., that would make you fatter 
if you ate a lot of it © | love desserts, but they're so 
fattening. 


WORD CHOICES fat 


—Te 
» se Oe * Pat eee 


Overweight is another way of saying “fat.” 

He used to be overweight. 

If someone is extremely fat in a way that is bad 
for their health, you could use the word obese. 
More and more children are becoming obese. 
Plump is a polite way of saying that someone 

is fat. 

He’s gotten rather plump since | last saw him. 
Chubby is often used about children who are 
fat in a pleasant and attractive way. 

Look at the baby’s chubby little legs. 
Corpulent is a formal word that means “fat.” 

He was corpulent and red-faced. 

If an older man is fat, you could describe him 
as portly. 

Dino was a portly man with a bushy 

moustache. 


SUBSTANCE /fzt/ n [C/U] 1 biology the substance 
under the skin of humans and animals that stores 
energy and keeps them warm 2 Fat is also a solid 
or liquid substance obtained from animals or 
plants and used esp. in cooking. 
fatty /'feet-i/ adj containing too much fat © fatty 
meat 

WEALTHY /fzet/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- infm! having 
or worth a lot of money © a fat profit 


WORD FAMILY fat 


Nouns fat 
Verbs 


Adjectives fat 


fattening 
fatty 


fatten 


IDIOM with fat 


efat chance infmi there is no chance of that hap- 
pening © “Maybe they'll invite you to go with them.” 
“Fat chance!” 


fatal /'feit-91/ adj [not gradable] 1 (of illness, ac- 
cidents, etc.) causing death © a fatal heart attack 
2 Fatal can also mean severe enough to produce 
a very bad result: a fatal mistake/flaw 
fatally /'feit-°l-i/ adv [not gradable] © Several peo- 
ple were injured, two fatally. 
fatality /fer'tael-at-i/ n [C] © The first fatalities (= 
deaths) of the war have been civilians. 


fatalism /‘feit-21,1z-am/ n [U] the belief that 
people cannot change the way events will happen 
and that esp. bad events cannot be avoided 
fatalistic /,fert-9l'1s-tik/ adj 


fat cat n [C] slang someone who is rich and has 
a lot of influence, esp. in politics or business 


fate /feit/ n [C usually sing] 1 something that 
happens to a person or thing, esp. something final 
Or negative, such as death or defeat © The fate of 


numerous smaller buildings is under debate. © Atten- 
dance has not picked up, and the fate of the show is 
still in doubt. 2 Fate is also a power that is consid- 
ered to cause and control all events, so that people 
cannot change or control the way things will hap- 
pen: When we met again by chance, she said, “It 
must be fate.” 

fateful /'feit-fal/ adj an event or period of time 
that is very important because of its often negative 
effect on the future © In 1971, President Richard 
Nixon made a fateful decision to install tape record- 
ers in the White House. 


IDIOM with fate 


ea fate worse than death something you do not 
want to experience because it is so unpleasant or 
embarrassing © Being seen with my parents at the 
beach would have been a fate worse than death. 


fat-free adj containing no fats 


father /'fad-ar/ n[C] 1 a male parent © My father 
retired seven years ago. 2 If you describe a man as 
the father of something, you mean that he began 
it, or first made it important: Freud was the father 
of psychoanalysis. 
Father The title Father is used by Christian 
priests. 
father /'fad-or/ v [T] to become a father by caus- 
ing a woman to produce a child © to father twins 
fatherhood /'fad-ar hud/ n [U] © Fatherhood is 
a lifelong responsibility. 
father-in-law /'faé-a-ran ,lo:/ n [C] p/fathers-in- 
law the father of someone’s husband or wife 
fatherly /'fad-ar-li/ adj typical of a kind or caring 
father 


father figure n [C] a man who treats you as 
a father would, for example by giving advice, help, 
or support 


fathom MEASUREMENT /'fzed-am/ n [C] a unit 
of measurement of the depth of water equal to 6 
feet or 1.8 meters 

UNDERSTAND /'fzed-am/ v [T] to discover the 
meaning of something © /| just couldn’t fathom 
what he was talking about. 

fatigue /fa'ti:g/ n[U] the condition of being ex- 
tremely tired © The doctor said he was suffering from 
fatigue and work-related stress. 


fatigues /fa'ti:gz/ pln the brownish green uni- 
form worn esp. by soldiers when working or fight- 
ing © combat fatigues 


fattening /‘fet-?n-1n/ adj o See at FAT FLESHY 
fatty /‘fet-i/ adj o See at FAT SUBSTANCE 


fatty acid n [C] biology, chemistry any of a 
large group of acids, especially those found in fats 
and oils 


fatuous /'fet-o-was/ adj foolish or done with- 
out thinking © a fatuous remark 


faucet /'fo:-sat, 'fas-at/, tap n [C] a device that 
controls the flow of liquid, esp. water, out of a pipe 
© We have a leaky faucet in the bathroom sink. 
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fault SOMETHING WRONG /fo:It/ n [C] a quality 
in a person that shows that the person is not per- 
fect, or a condition of something that shows that 


it is not working perfectly © He loves me in spite of 


my faults. © Some people find fault in everything they 
see. 

faultless /'fo:lt-las/ adj [not gradable] perfect o 
He gave a faultless performance at the piano recital. 
faulty /'fo:l-ti/ adj [-er/-est only] not working cor- 
rectly, or not correct © faulty brakes © His arguments 
were based on faulty reasoning. 


USAGE mA) baa 
fault or mistake/error? 

Use fault when explaining who is responsible 
for something bad. 


It’s my fault that the car was stolen. | left the 
window open. 


1t’s-my-mistakethe-carweas-stoten—Heftthe 


Use mistake or error for talking about some- 
thing you did or thought that was wrong. Error 
is slightly more formal than mistake. 
I still make lots of mistakes in my essays. 
We lost a week's work due to a computer 
error. 
Lstilmeketots-oHatultsmny essays. 


RESPONSIBILITY /fo:It/ n[U] responsibility for a mis- 
take or for having done something wrong © / 
screwed up, so it was my fault we didn’t finish on 
time. © The driver was at fault (= responsible) for 
the accident — he was going too fast. 
fault /fo:lt/ v[T] to blame someone © Professional 
athletes cannot be faulted for making millions of dol- 
lars when they attract the fans that make the sport 
popular. 

CRACK /fo:lt/ n [C] earth science a crack in the 
earth’s surface where the rock is divided into two 
parts that can move against each other in an 
EARTHQUAKE (= a sudden, violent movement of 
the earth’s surface) 


WORD FAMILY fault 


fault Verbs fault 


. Adverbs faultlessly 


Nouns 


Adjectives faultless 
faulty 


IDIOM with fault 


eto a fault more than is necessary © Ker! is generous 
to a fault. 


fauna /'fo::no/ n[U] biology all the animals of a 
particular area or period of time © Compare FLORA 


faux pas /‘fou-pa/ n[C] p! faux pas a remark or 
action in a social situation that is a mistake and 
causes embarrassment or offense © She made the 
faux pas of referring to Wales as “part of England.” 


favor SUPPORT, Cdn, Br favour /‘fe1-var/ n[U] ap- 
proval or support of someone or something © In 
applying for this job, Tiffany has a lot in her favor 
(= to her advantage). © The city council voted in 


favor of (= in support of) the proposed housing 
development. 

favor, Cdn, Br favour /'fer-var/ v [T] © Democrats 
favored a temporary increase in the state sales tax. 

favorable, Cdn, Br favourable /'fer-va-ra-bal/ adj 
positive or pleasing O The movie received generally 
favorable reviews. 

favorably, Cdn, Br favourably /'fe1-va-ra-bli/ adv 
© Consumers responded favorably to the new 
product. 


HELPFUL ACT, Cdn, Br favour /‘fer-var/ n [C] some- 
thing you do to help someone, often after being 
asked to © Will you do me a favor and turn the oven 
on at four o'clock? 


PRESENT, Cdn, Br favour /‘fer-var/ n[C] a small pres- 
ent given to guests at a party © party favors 


favorite, Cdn, Br favourite /‘fet-va-rat, ‘ferv-rat/ 
adj best liked or most enjoyed © This is one of my 
favorite restaurants. 
favorite, Cdn, Brfavourite /‘fer-va-rat, 'ferv-rat/n 
[C] 1 Those gold earrings are my favorites. 2 A fa- 
vorite is also a competitor likely to win: The Chi- 
cago Bears are 10-point favorites over the Rams in 
the Super Bowl. 
favoritism, Cdn, Br favouritism /'fer-vo-ra,tiz: 
am, ‘ferv-ra-/ n [U] unfair support shown to one 
person or group, esp. by someone in authority © 
The teacher was careful not to show favoritism to any 
one student. 


fawn DEER /fo:n/ n[C] a young deer 


PRAISE /fo:n/ v[I] to give someone a lot of attention 
and praise in order to get that person’s approval © 
Big movie stars are fawned over by the waiters at the 
restaurant. 


fax /faeks/ n[C] 1 a document that is sent by elec- 
tronic image through a telephone line © /‘Il send 
you a fax of the proposal. 2 A fax (also fax machine) 
is also the machine that sends or receives such an 
image. 
fax /feeks/ v [T] © | faxed the changes to my 
publisher. 


faze /feiz/ v [T] to upset or confuse someone © 
Speaking in public does not faze her. 


FBI /,ef ,bi:'a1/ n [U] abbreviation for Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (= the government department 
that examines certain crimes against federal law). 


fear /fir/ n [C/U] a strong emotion caused by 
great worry about something dangerous, painful, 
or unknown that is happening or might happen © 
[U] Even when the boat was rocked by waves, the 
boy showed no fear. © [C] The low sales continued, 
confirming our worst fears. © [U] She stood very still 
for fear of (= because she was worried about) being 
noticed. 
fear /fir/ v1 [1] The cab driver was going so fast, | 
feared for our safety. 2 To fear is also to be worried 
or upset: [+ that clause] They fear that Congress 
may not allocate the money needed. 
fearful /'fir-fal/ adj © a fearful expression/reaction 
© fearful dangers © He was fearful of driving on the 
icy streets. 
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fearless /'fir-las/ adj © He was a tough, fearless 
soldier. 

WORD FAMILY fear 
Nouns fear Verbs fear 


Adverbs fearfully 
fearlessly 


Adjectives fearful 
fearless 


WORD CHOICES fear 
See also: frightened 
Extreme fear can be described as terror. 
She fled from the attacker in terror. 
Extreme fear about something which might 
happen can be described as dread. 
The thought of giving a speech filled me with 
dread. 
Alarm is often used when someone experi- 
ences sudden fear and worry that something 
dangerous might happen. 
| don’t want to cause you any alarm, but 
there’s a rattlesnake in the path ahead of 
you. 
Fright can be used when you have a sudden 
feeling of fear. 
The family ran from their home in fright when 
the earthquake struck. 
If fear is sudden and stops people from thinking 
and behaving normally, you could use the 
word panic. 
Panic spread through the crowd when 
someone shouted “Fire!” 
A phobia is an extreme fear of a particular thing 
or situation. 
I’ve got a phobia of worms. 


IDIOM with fear 


efear the worst to feel certain that the worst pos- 
sible thing has happened or is likely to happen © 
When the doctor finally called, she feared the worst. 


feasible /'fi:-za-bal/ adj [not gradable] possible, 
reasonable, or likely © /t’s no longer feasible to fund 
this research. 


feast /fi:st/ n[C] 1 a large, special meal, often for 
many people, to celebrate someone or something 
O a wedding feast 2 A feast is also a large meal: We 
had a feast of fresh seafood. 
feast /fist/ v [I always + adv/prep] © The two of 
us feasted on smoked salmon. 


feat /fi:t/ n [C] an act that shows skill, strength, 
or bravery © a feat of unusual strength © Getting the 
house painted was quite a feat. 


feather /'fed-ar/ n [C] one of the long, light ob- 
jects that cover a bird’s body, having soft fibers 
along each side of a thin, stiff, central stem 
feather /'fed-ar/ v 


IDIOMS with feather 


efeather in your cap an achievement to be proud 
of O The award was another feather in his cap. 


efeather your (own) nest to make yourself rich, 
esp. by taking unfair advantage of others © He used 
the classified information to feather his own nest. 


feature © CHARACTERISTIC /'fi:-tfar/ n[C] a 
noticeable or important characteristic or part © 
This car has excellent safety features. © She has fine, 
delicate features (= parts of the face). 
feature @ /'fi:-tfar/ v [T] to show or advertise 
someone or something as the most important or 
most obvious part © Tonight's program features 
some outstanding performers. 

NEWSPAPER/TELEVISION /'fi:-tfar/ n [C] 17 (in 
newspapers and magazines or on television) a spe- 
cial or important article or program, esp. one that 
gives details about something that is not part of 
the main news © They're running a three-part fea- 
ture on the city’s child welfare agency. 2 A feature is 
also the main movie shown in a movie program. 


February /'feb-ja,wer-i, ‘feb-ro-/, abbreviation 
Feb. n [C/U] the second month of the year, after 
January and before March 


feces /'fi:-si:z/ pl n fml solid waste excreted from 
the body of a human or animal through the 
bowels 


fed /fed/ past simple and past participle of FEED 


federal © /'fed-2-ral/ adj [not gradable] politics 
& government of or connected with the central 
government of some countries © the federal gov- 
ernment © Federal law regulates trade with other 
countries. 
federalism /'fed-a-ra,liz-am/ n [U] a system of 
government in which states unite and give up 
some of their powers to a central authority 
federalist /'fed-a-ra-last/ n [C] 1 someone who 
believes that a federation is a good system of gov- 
ernment, or Cdn someone who believes Quebec 
should remain part of Canada 2 US history The 
Federalists supported the US Constitution from 
1787 to 1788 and wanted a powerful central 
government. 
federally /'fed-a-ra-li, ‘fed-ra-li/ adv © a federally 
funded agency that provides free legal services to the 
poor 


federation @ /,fed-a're1-fan/n[C] a group of 
organizations, states, etc., that have united to 
form a larger organization or government © Can- 
ada is a federation of provinces and territories. 
/fedz/ pin infml federal officers or officials O The feds 
worked with local police on the case. 


fed up /'fed'ap/ adj infmi annoyed or disgusted 
by something that you have experienced for too 
long © I’m just fed up with his excuses for not getting 
his work done. 


fee © /fi:/ n[C] an amount of money charged for 
a service or for the use of something © an admission 
fee © The doctor’s usual fee is $125. 


feeble /'fi:-bal/ adj weak © a feeble joke © He’s 
pretty feeble, and has to use a cane to get around. 


feebleminded / fi:-bal'main-dad/ adj dated 
unable to think carefully © These regulations will 
protect the foolish and feeble-minded. 
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feed GIVE FOOD /fi:d/ v [1/T] past fed 1 to give 
food to a person or animal, or of an animal to eat 
© [T] We fed the kids some leftovers. © [!] The cows 
were feeding in the pasture. 2 If you feed a plant, 
you give it substances that help it grow. 
feed /fi:d/ n [U] food for animals, esp. animals 
that are not kept as pets © chicken feed 
feeding /'fi:d-1n/ n [C] a baby’s or animal’s meal 
© She has a midnight feeding, then sleeps until 
morning. 

SUPPLY /fi:d/ v[T] past fed 1 to supply something, 
esp. regularly or continuously © We had to keep 
feeding quarters into the parking meter. 2 \f some- 
one feeds you information, that person tells you 
things that may not be completely true: They fed 
him a line about how important this work is to our 
country. 


feedback /'‘fi:d-bak/ n[U] reaction toa process 
or activity, or the information obtained from such 
a reaction © positive/negative feedback O We're hop- 
ing to get feedback on how well the program is 
working. 


feeding frenzy HUNTING rn a condition of 
great excitement and confusion when an animal 
hunts and eats another animal 

COMPETITION n [C] a fierce competition between 
people who all want the same thing © The judge in 
this case wants to avoid a media feeding frenzy. 


feel EXPERIENCE /fi:I/ v past felt to experience or 
be aware of something emotional or physical © [L] 
“How are you feeling?” “Oh, | don't feel very good.” 
© [L] She said she didn’t want anyone to feel sorry 
for her. © [L] | feel comfortable with you, Nick. © [L] 
He felt compelled to report the incident. © [T] When 
the anesthesia wore off, | felt a lot of pain. 
feeling /'fi:-l1g/ n [C/U] 1 a physical or emotional 
experience or awareness © [U] My toes were so cold 
that | lost all feeling in them. © [C] | have a feeling 
that I’m not welcome. 2 Your feelings are your 
awareness of the way you should be treated, esp. 
when you are treated rudely: [pl] He doesn’t mean 
to hurt your feelings. » Confusables: fall or feel? at 
FALL ACCIDENT » Usage: sentiments or feelings? 
at SENTIMENT GENERAL FEELING 


WORD CHOICES feel —™ 


A very common alternative to the noun “feel- 
ing” is emotion. 
He finds it hard to express his emotions. 
The nouns pang or stab are sometimes used to 
describe a sudden, strong, bad feeling. 
Amelia felt a sharp pang of jealousy when she 
saw her sister’s new house. 
He felt a stab of regret for having behaved so 
badly toward his friend. 
A small amount of a sad feeling is often de- 
scribed as a tinge. 
It was with a tinge of sadness that she finally 
said goodbye. 


TOUCH /fi:l/ v [!/T] past felt to touch, esp. with the 
fingers, in order to examine something © [T] Feel 


feign 


the softness of the baby’s skin. © [1] She felt around 
(= searched with her hands) for the light switch. 
feel /fi:l/ n [U] © | love the feel of silk against my 
skin. 
feeler /'fi:-lar/ n[C usually pl] one of the two long 
parts on an insect’s head that it uses to touch 
things 
HAVE OPINION /fi:l/ v [T] past felt to have as an 
opinion or belief © [+ (that) clause] | feel (that) | 
should be doing more to help her. 
feeling /‘fi:-lin/ n [C] © My feeling is that we 
should wait until they come back. © He has strong 
feelings about environmental issues. 
UNDERSTANDING /fi:l/, feeling /‘fi:-lin/ n [U] an 
understanding or natural ability © Marcia has a 
good feel for this kind of work. 


WORD FAMILY feel 


Nouns feel 
feeler 
feeling 
feelings 


Adjectives unfeeling 


Verbs feel 


IDIOMS with feel 


efeel bad to believe you have done something 
wrong and blame yourself © / fee! bad about not 
inviting him to the party. 

efeel free (to do something) to know that you 
have permission to do something © Feel free to help 
yourself to more coffee. 

efeel good to have satisfaction or pleasure about 
something © It feels good to be done with finals. 
efeel something in your bones to believe some- 
thing very strongly © | just know you'll do well in 
college, | can feel it in my bones. 

e feel like (doing) something infmi to want to have 
or do something © | feel like going to get ice cream 
— want to come? 

efeel your way to do something slowly and care- 
fully © I’ve only been doing the job for two months, 
so I'm still feeling my way. 


PHRASAL VERBS with feel 


efeel for someone to experience sympathy for 
someone © | know she’s unhappy, and | feel for her. 
efeel like something SEEM to seem to be some- 
thing, or (esp. of weather) to seem likely to do 
something © | felt like a fool when | couldn’t remem- 
ber her name. © She said she didn’t feel like herself 
today. © It feels like rain. 

e DESIRE to have a desire to do or have something 
© He was so rude, | felt like leaving immediately. © | 
feel like Chinese food. 

efeel someone/something out [M] to try to get in- 
formation from someone or from a situation with- 
out asking direct questions © Why don’t you feel 
them out to see if they'll invite me over too? 0 | think 
they are trying to feel out what the new relationship 
should be. 

efeel up to something [T] to have the energy to 
do something © / don’t feel up to going out tonight. 


feet /fi:t/ p! of FOOT 


feign /fein/ v [T] to pretend to have a feeling or 
condition © He feigned sickness so he wouldn't have 
to go to school. 
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feint /fernt/ n [C] an action or movement in- 
tended to take attention away from something 
else 0 We had been kept unsure of his plans by feints. 
feint /fernt/ v [I/T] © [I] He feinted to the left, then 
turned right. 


feisty /‘fat-sti/ adj approving active, forceful, and 
determined © She’s a feisty kid who is not afraid to 
challenge authority. 


feline /'fi:-lain/ adj [not gradable] of or like an 
animal of the cat family 


fell FALL /fel/ past simple of FALL 


CUT DOWN /fel/ v [T] to cut down a tree © He de- 
cided the diseased trees had to be felled. © (fig.) He 
was felled (= killed) by a heart attack. 


fella /'fel-a/ n [C] not standard (spelled the way it 
is often spoken) FELLOW MAN © Where did you 
meet this fella? 


fellow MAN /'fel-ou, -a/ n[C] a man © He was a 
big fellow with broad shoulders. 


SHARED /'fel- ou, -2/ adj [not gradable] used of peo- 
ple or a person with whom you share something, 
esp. the same kind of job, interest, or experience 
© She introduced me to a few of her fellow students. 
fellowship /'fel-a,f1p/ n[C/U] 1 people with the 
same purpose, experience, or interest, or a formal 
organization of these people © [C] the Artists’ Fel- 
lowship 2 Fellowship is also a friendly feeling that 
exists between people who have a shared interest 
or who do something as a group: [U] / like the 
game, and | enjoy the fellowship of the guys on the 
team. 


MEMBER /'fel-ou, -a/ n [C] a member of some 
groups that you must have special training to join 
© Dr. Rodriguez is a Fellow of the American College 
of Physicians. 


fellowship /‘fel-a,fip/ n [C] money for teach- 
ing or study given to a student studying for an 
advanced degree, or a position at a university paid 
for in this way © She applied for a fellowship to con- 
tinue her studies. 
fellow /'fel-ou, -a/ n[C] a teacher or student who 
has a fellowship at a university © He was a fellow at 
Harvard. 


felony /'fel-a-ni/ n [C] law a serious crime that 
can be punished by more than one year in prison 
O Robbery is a felony. 
felon /'fel-an/ n [C] law a person who is guilty of 
a serious crime © a convicted felon 


felsic /'fel-stk, -z1k/ adj [not gradable] earth sci- 
ence describes rocks containing more light-col- 
ored substances and ALUMINUM than other rocks 
© Compare MAFIC 


felt FEEL /fel:/ past simple and past participle of 
FEEL 


CLOTH /felt/ n {U] a thick cloth made from a 
pressed mass of wool, hair, or fur © a felt hat 


felt-tip pen n[C] a pen that has a point made 
of fibers 


female /'fi:-metl/ adj [not gradable] 1 of the sex 
that can produce eggs and give birth to young © 


There are now more opportunities for female (= 
women) athletes in universities. 2 In plants and 
flowers, female refers to a plant which produces 
flowers that will later develop into fruit. OCompare 
MALE 

female /'fi:-meil/ n [C] © The number of females 
competing in college sports has increased. 


feminine FEMALE /'fem-a-nan/ adj having 
qualities traditionally considered to be suitable for 
a woman © Even with the tailored look of a suit, 
sometimes | like to have something that’s just a little 
feminine. 0 Compare MASCULINE MALE 
femininity /,fem-a'nin-at-i/ n [U] © Long hair 
has traditionally been regarded as a sign of 
femininity. 

GRAMMAR /'fem-a-nan/, abbreviation fem. adj [not 
gradable] grammar being a noun or pronoun of 
a type that refers to females, or in some other lan- 
guages, being a noun of a type that refers to things 
considered as female 


feminism /'fem-a,n1z:am/ n [U] world history 
an organized effort to give women the same eco- 
nomic, social, and political rights as men 
feminist /'fem-a-nast/ n[C]° In the 19th century, 
feminists argued that women should be allowed to 
vote. 


femce STRUCTURE /fens/ n [C] a structure of 
wood or wire forming a wall around a house or a 
piece of land, often to keep people or animals from 
coming in or going out © He put up a fence to keep 
his dog in the backyard. 
fence /fens/ v [T] © The area is fenced on three 
sides but not along the highway. 

SPORT /fens/ v [I] to take part in the sport of at- 
tacking and defending with a weapon having a 
long blade 
fencing /'fen-sin/ n[U] the sport of attacking and 
defending with a weapon having a long blade 

CRIMINAL /fens/ n [C] a person who buys and sells 
stolen goods 


IDIOM with fence 


eon the fence not able to decide something © 
Many consumers are still on the fence, waiting for a 
less expensive computer to come along. © Todd's still 
sitting on the fence, trying to decide which school he 
wants to go to. 


PHRASAL VERBS with fence 


¢ fence something in [M] to protect an area by put- 
ting a fence around it 9 Much of the land has been 
fenced in and is patrolled by guards. 

efence something off [M] to prevent access to an 
area by putting a fence around it © They’re fencing 
off the construction site. 


fend for yourself /‘fend-far/ phrasal verb to 
take care of and provide for yourself, without de- 
pending on anyone else © The strike left a million 
commuters to fend for themselves in getting to work. 


fend off someone/something /'fend's:f/ 
phrasal verb [M] to defend yourself successfully 
against an attack, criticism, or some other un- 
wanted thing © He’s an international celebrity with 
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fetch 


a staff to help fend off reporters. © The Social Dem- 
ocrat government fended off a challenge by the op- 
position to win re-election. 


fender /'fen-dar/ n[C] the part of a car or other 
vehicle that covers and protects the wheels 


ferment CHANGE CHEMICALLY /far'ment/ v[I/ 
T] biology, chemistry to change chemically 
through the action of living substances, such as 
YEAST or bacteria, or to use a substance to produce 
a chemical change 
fermentation /,f3r-men ‘ter: fan/n[U] Alcoholic 
fermentation is a type of ANAEROBIC RESPIRATION 
(= a chemical change without the use of oxygen) 
in which sugar is changed into alcohol and CAR- 
BON DIOXIDE (= a gas). 

CONFUSION /'f3r-ment/ n [U] a state of confusion 
or excited expectation, esp. because of suddenly 
changing conditions © He was a central figure in 
the intellectual ferment of his time. 


fern /fsrn/ n [C] a green plant with long stems, 
wide, thin leaves, and no flowers 


ferocious /fa'rou-fas/ adj fierce and violent © 
ferocious wild dogs 


ferret /‘fer-at/ n[C] a type of WEASEL (= small 
animal with a long, thin body) that usually has 
black feet and black fur around its eyes 


PHRASAL VERB with ferret 


eferret out something/someone [M] to discover 
someone or something, esp. information, after 
searching © Officials are attempting to ferret out 
abuses in the welfare program. © If there are others 
who are responsible it might be worth an attempt to 
ferret them out. 


Ferris wheel /‘fer-as ,hwi:l, -,wi:l/ n[C] a struc- 
ture in an AMUSEMENT PARK consisting of a large 
wheel that turns slowly and has seats attached to 
its outer edge 


ferromagnetic /,fer-ou-mzg'net-1k/ adj 
physics having the same kind of MAGNETISM (= 
power to attract other objects) that iron has 


ferry /‘fer-i/ n [C] a boat or ship for taking pas- 
sengers and often vehicles across an area of water, 
esp. as a regular service © There’s no bridge around 
here, but you can take a ferry across the river. 
ferry /'fer-i/ v[T always + adv/prep] to transport 
someone or something repeatedly or regularly © 
As parents, we seem to spend most of our time fer- 
rying the kids to and from their friends’ homes. 


fertile GROWING PLANTS /'fart-l/ adj (of land) 
able to produce a large number of high-quality 
crops © fertile soil 
fertilize /'fart-9l a1z/ v [T] to spread a natural or 
chemical substance on land in order to make 
plants grow well © You have to fertilize your garden. 
fertilizer /‘fart-l ai-za/ n [C/U] a natural or 
chemical substance that is spread on land in order 
to make plants grow well 

ABLE TO PRODUCE /'fart-°l/ adj 1 biology (of peo- 
ple or animals) able to produce young 2 fig. Some- 
one who has a fertile imagination has an active 


mind and is able to produce a lot of new and origi- 
nal ideas. 

fertility /far'til-at-i/ n [U] biology the ability to 
produce young 
fertilize /'fart-9l ,a1z/ v [T] biology (in plants and 
animals) to join male and female sexual cells so 
that young begin to develop 

fertilization /,fart-®l-a'zer-fan/ n [U] biology 
the process of joining male and female sexual cells 
to produce young 


Fertile Crescent n[C usually sing] world his- 
tory a large, curved piece of land in the Middle 
East between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, im- 
portant to the growth of human CIVILIZATION 


fervent /'fsr-vant/ adj showing strong and sin- 
cere feelings or beliefs © She was a fervent supporter 
of art and culture. 
fervently /'far-vant-li/ adv © | fervently hope he’s 
right. 


fervor, Cdn, Br fervour /'far-var/ n[U] strong, sin- 
cere feelings © The country was swept by patriotic 
fervor. 


fess up /‘fes'‘ap/ phrasal verb infmito tell the truth 
or say that you are responsible; CONFESS © How 
can we force the president to fess up and accept re- 
sponsibility for his behavior? 


fester /'fes-tar/ v [I] 1 (of an injury such as a cut) 
to become infected and form PUS (= thick yellow 
liquid) 2 fig. If a bad situation such as an argument 
festers, it becomes worse because it is being ig- 
nored: /t was better that she expressed her anger 
rather than let it fester inside her. 


festival /‘fes-ta-val/, infm! fest /fest/ n [C] an or- 
ganized set of special events, such as musical per- 
formances or plays, usually happening in one 
place, or a special day or period, usually in mem- 
ory of a religious event, with its own social activi- 
ties, food, or ceremonies © a _ film/food/music 
festival O the festival of Eid al-Adha/Hanukkah/ 
Diwali © a solstice festival 
festive /‘fes-tiv/ adj typical of a holiday when 
people are in a good humor and expect to have a 
good time © festive colored lights 
festivities /fes'tiv:at-iz/ pl n Festivities are the 
parties, meals, and other social activities with 
which people celebrate a special occasion. 


festoon /fes'tu:n/ v [T] to decorate a place or 
thing with strips of cloth or chains of paper, lights, 
flowers, etc. © a straw hat festooned with paper 
flowers 


fetal /‘fi:t-91/ adj © See at FETUS 


fetal position n [C usually sing] a position in 
which you lie on your side with your knees bent 
and raised against your chest and your arms 
around your legs 


fetch GET /fet{/ v [I/T] to go get something or 
someone and bring the thing or person back © [I] 
She’s been teaching the dog to fetch (= get a stick 
or ball that is thrown and bring it back). 
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SELL /fet J/ v[T] to be sold for a price © The collection 
of paintings fetched over a million dollars. 


fetching /‘fetJ-1n/ adj pleasant or attractive Oa 
fetching jacket/smile/hairstyle © A new interstate just 
to the west has made the town more fetching. 


fete /feit, fet/ n[C] a special celebration, often for 
a particular purpose, or to honor someone © The 
annual fete to raise money for cancer research netted 
more than $90,000. 
fete /feit, fet/ v[T] © The magazine’s founding ed- 
itor was feted with a dinner on her 80th birthday. 


fetish INTEREST /'fet-1J/ n [C] an activity or ob- 
ject that someone is interested in to an extreme 
degree and that the person gives an unreasonable 
amount of time or thought to © He had a fetish 
about clothes. 

OBJECT /'fet-1f/ n [C] an object believed to have 
special power to protect 


fetters /‘fet-arz/ p!n(esp. in the past) chains that 
were used to tie prisoners to a place by the legs 


fetus /'fi:t-as/ n [C] a human being or animal as 
it is developing in the uterus before birth, after the 
organs have started to form 
fetal /'fi:t-°l/ adj [not gradable] © The electronic 
device monitored the fetal heart rate. 


feud /fju:d/ n[C] an angry and sometimes violent 
argument that has continued for a long time be- 
tween two people, families, or groups © a feud be- 
tween two influential families © (fig.) The mayor has 
a longstanding feud with the media. 
feud /fju:d/ v [I] © The two brothers have been 
feuding for years. 


feudalism /‘fjurd- 9 ,1z-am/ n[U] world history 
the social system that developed in western Eu- 
rope in the eighth and ninth centuries in which 
people served a man of high rank by working and 
fighting for him and in exchange were supported 
and given land and protection 
feudal /'fju:d-9l/ adj [not gradable] © the feudal 
system 


fever BODY TEMPERATURE /'fi:-var/ n [C/U] a 
condition in which the body’s temperature is 
higher than usual, esp. as a sign of illness © [C] The 
child has a rash and a high fever. 
feverish /'fiz-va-r1f/ adj © I’m feeling a little fever- 
ish — 1 hope it’s not the flu. 

EXCITEMENT /'fi:-var/ n [U] a state of great excite- 
ment or enthusiasm © Texas was in the grip of foot- 
ball fever. 
feverish /'fiz-va-r1j/ adj quickly or with great ex- 
citement © They worked from dark to dawn at a 
feverish pace. 
feverishly /'fi:-va-r1f-li/ advo Doctors and nurses 
worked feverishly to save his life. 


few /fju:/ adj, pronoun, n 1 a small number, not 
many, or not enough (of something) © He is one of 
the few (people) | can trust to keep a secret. 2 Afew 
means a small number of: /’m going to the super- 
market to get a few things. 0 We’ve been having a 
few problems with the new computer. 0 “How many 


tomatoes do we need?” “Just a few.” » Confusa- 
bles: less or fewer? at LESS SMALLER AMOUNT 


IDIOM with few 


efew and far between not very many or not ap- 
pearing very frequently 0 Sunny, warm weekends 
have been few and far between this summer. 


fiance, female fiancée / fi: an'ser, fir 'an se1/ n[C] 
a person who has formally promised to marry an- 
other © I’d like you to meet Irene, my fiancée. 


fiasco /fi:'as-kou/ n [C] pl! fiascoes, fiascos a 
complete failure © The entire political campaign was 
a fiasco, and at the end he drew only 30% of the 
votes. 


fiat /'fi:-zet, -at, -at/ n [U] fm/ the giving of orders 
by someone who has complete authority © The 
general ruled by fiat for eight years after seizing 
power. 


fib /fib/ n [C] infmi an unimportant lie © Have you 
been telling fibs about me? 
fib /ftb/ v [I] -bb- infmi 0 George was fibbing some 
to make things seem more exciting. 


fiber MATERIAL /'far-ber/ n [C/U] 1 any of the 
thin parts like thread that form plant or artificial 
material, esp. those that can be made into cloth, 
or amass of such parts twisted together © [C] Police 
detectives found cloth fibers at the crime scene that 
matched those from the coat the suspect was wear- 
ing. 2 Fiber can also refer to thin, strong structures 
that connect the body: [U] muscle fiber 


CHARACTER /'far-bar/ n[U] the quality of a person’s 
character, esp. its moral strength © He lacked the 
moral fiber to be president. 


FOOD /'far-bar/ n [U] the part of foods eaten that 
is not digested but that passes through the body 
and is excreted as waste O Doctors recommend a 
diet of fruits, vegetables, and grains that are high in 
fiber. 


fiberglass /'far-bar glzs/ n[U] a material made 
from small threads of glass twisted together, used 
within the walls of houses to keep out cold and 
pressed into hard plastic for use in boats and other 
structures 


fiber optics p/n science glass or plastic fibers 
used to send light that contains information or im- 
ages around curves 
fiber-optic adj © Fiber-optic devices are used in 
medicine to examine internal organs. © The cable TV 
company is laying miles of fiber-optic cables. 


fickle /'fik-al/ adj 1 likely to change your opinion 
or your feelings suddenly and without a good rea- 
son © He criticized the fickle behavior of football fans 
who cheer you one week and boo you the next. 2 
The weather is described as fickle if it tends to 
change suddenly: Fickle winds made sailing condi- 
tions difficult. 
fickleness /'fik-al-nas/ n [U] 


fiction /'fik-Jan/ n [C/U] literature the type of 
book or story that is written about imaginary char- 
acters and events and does not describe real peo- 
ple or deal with facts, or a false report or statement 
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345 fierce 


that you pretend is true © [U] She wrote detective 
fiction and made a good living at it. © [C usually 
sing] It was a fiction, though widely believed, that 
he had once been rich. O Compare NONFICTION 
fictional /'fik-fan-l/ adj [not gradable] © The 
characters in the movie are purely fictional. 
fictionalized /'fik-fan-l,a1zd/ adj [not grada- 
ble] based on a real event or character but with 
imaginary details added or some facts changed © 
This is the fictionalized story of the American painter 
James McNeill Whistler. 


WORD FAMILY fiction 


Nouns fiction 
nonfiction 


Adjectives fictional 
fictionalized 


fictitious /fik'tif-as/ adj [not gradable] in- 
vented and not true or existing; false © He regis- 
tered at the hotel under a fictitious name. 


fiddle MOVE THINGS /'fid-9l/ v [I always + adv/ 
prep] to move things around or touch things with- 
out a particular purpose © He stood there fiddling 
with his keys. 

INSTRUMENT /'fid-9l/ n [C] a VIOLIN 

fiddler /'fid-lar, 'fid-®l-ar/ n [C] a person who 
plays the VIOLIN (= small, stringed instrument), 
esp. in music popular in rural areas 


PHRASAL VERB with fiddle 


¢fiddie around to take part in activity that doesn’t 
achieve anything, esp. when this annoys someone 
O The legislature has fiddled around while our schools 
are falling apart. © | wish they’d quit fiddling around 
with the tax law (= changing it without improving 
it). 

fidelity BEING LOYAL /fa'del-at-i/ n[U] the state 
of remaining loyal to someone and keeping the 
promises you made to that person 

ACCURACY /fa'del-at-i/ n [U] the degree to which 
a copy of something shows the true character of 
the original © The fidelity of the tape recording was 
so poor that you could not understand much of what 
was said. 


fidget /'fid3-at/ v [I] to make continuous small 

movements because you are uncomfortable or 
bored © Children can't sit still for long without 
fidgeting. 


field LAND /fi:ld/ n [C] 1 an area of land with 
grass or crops growing on it O We drove past fields 
of wheat. 2 A field can also be a large area covered 
by something or having something under its sur- 
face: an oil field 3 The field is a place where prac- 
tical work is being done: He was a working reporter 
in the field, not some anchorman in a studio. 

AREA OF FORCE /fi:ld/ n [C] physics an area in 
which a particular force has some effect © the mag- 
netic field that surrounds the earth 

SPORTS /fi:ld/ n [C] a grassy area used for playing 
sports O He ran laps around the football field after 
school. 
field /fi:ld/ v [I/T] 1 (in baseball) to catch or pick 
up the ball after it has been hit in order to prevent 


the other team from scoring © [T] He fielded the 
ball cleanly and threw to first base. 2 To field also 
means to have a person or a team play a sport: [T] 
The university fields teams in 14 sports. 

fielder /'fi:l-dar/ n[C] (in baseball) a person play- 
ing defense who tries to catch or pick up the ball 
after it has been hit 


COMPETITORS /fi:ld/ n [C/U] all the competitors 
taking part in a race or activity, or all the compet- 
itors other than the leader © [C] The cross-country 
race started with a field of 85 competitors. 


AREA OF INTEREST /fi:ld/ n[C] an area of activity or 
interest O She is an expert in the field of economics. 

ANSWER /fi:ld/ v [T] to answer questions, esp. dif- 
ficult or unexpected ones © Be prepared to field 
some tough questions from the senators after your 
presentation. 


IDIOM with field 


ehave a field day to gain advantage or success 
from a situation, esp. one that is bad for someone 
else O When the press found out about the stolen 
money, they had a field day. 


field day n[C) a special day of organized sports 
or other outside activities for students 


field event n [C] a competition that involves 
throwing objects such as a JAVELIN or jumping, but 
not running in races O Compare TRACK EVENT 


field glasses p/n BINOCULARS 


field goal n [C] a play in football worth three 
points made by kicking the ball between the other 
team’s GOALPOSTS 


field hockey n[U] a game in which two teams 
of 11 players each try to score points by using spe- 
cial sticks to hit a small ball into a net at either end 
of the field 


field house n [CJ a building esp. in a university 
where sports events can be held inside and where 
there is equipment that can be used in exercising 
© Drake University’s field house seats 12,500 people. 


field lines p/n physics a series of lines that rep- 
resent the strength and direction of a FIELD AREA 
OF FORCE 


field trip n[C] a visit made by students to study 
something away from their school © Mrs. Rhines 
took her class on a field trip to the zoo. 


fieldwork /'fi:id-wark/ n [U] the testing of sci- 
entific theories in real situations © Marjory did a lot 
of her fieldwork in the rain forests of Brazil. 


fiend /fi:nd/ n [C] usually humorous 1 an evil or 
cruel person or spirit © Who was the fiend who de- 
signed such ugly clothes? 2 A fiend can also be a 
person who likes something in an extreme way: a 
chocolate fiend 
fiendish /'fizn-dif/ adj usually humorous cruel or 
evil O He took fiendish delight in making them wait. 
fiendishly /‘fizn-dif-li/ adv extremely © The mur- 
der mystery had a fiendishly clever plot. 


fierce /firs/ adj 1 violent and forceful © fierce 
thunderstorms © The city had been under fierce at- 
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tack. 2 Fierce can also mean severe or extremely 
strong: She’s a fierce critic of US policies. © He was 
a fierce competitor. 

fiercely /'fir-sli/ adv © He’s fiercely (= very 
strongly) committed to excellence in education. 


fiery FLAMING /‘fat-ri/ adj flaming or extremely 
bright, hot, or of a red color like fire © a fiery ex- 
plosion© the fiery rays of the sun © (fig.) fiery (= spicy 
hot) chil 

EMOTIONAL /'fat-ri/ adj emotional or easily made 
angry © He’s known for his fiery temper. 


fiesta /fi:'es-ta/ n [C] a public celebration, esp. 
on a religious holiday, in Spain or South America 


fifteen /fif'tiin/ number 15 0 My brother is fifteen. 
© a fifteen-story building 
fifteenth /fif'tizn@/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 Our team is 
ranked fifteenth in the country. © [C] Her birthday is 
on the fifteenth of May. 2 A fifteenth is one of fifteen 
equal parts of something. 


fifth /fife, f16/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 (a person or thing) 
coming immediately after the fourth and before 
all others © Leo was fifth in the race. 0 [C] Tomorrow 
is the fifth of September. 2 A fifth is one of five equal 
parts of something. © Related Number: FIVE 


fifty /‘fif-ti/ number 50 © My father is fifty. © a fifty- 
minute ride 
fifties, 50s, 50's /'fif-tiz/ pl n 1 the numbers 50 
through 59 © The temperature has been in the fifties 
(= between 50° and 59°). © My dad is in his fifties 
(= between 50 and 59 years old). 2 The fifties are 
the years between 1950 and 1959. 
fiftieth /‘fif-ti:-a0/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 a fiftieth wed- 
ding anniversary 2 A fiftieth is one of fifty equal 
parts of something. 


fifty-fifty adj, adv (into) equal halves © They di- 
vided the work fifty-fifty. 


IDIOM with fifty-fifty 


ea fifty-fifty chance a result is equally likely to 
happen or not happen © There’s only a fifty-fifty 
chance that she'll survive the operation. 


fig /fig/ n[C] a tree that grows in warm places, or 
its soft, sweet edible fruit 


fig. n abbreviation for FIGURE PICTURE or FIGURATIVE 
O USAGE: Used esp. in writing. 


fight /fart/ v [I/T] past fought 1 to argue with or 
use force against another person or a group of 
people, or to oppose something © [T] Rebels have 
been fighting fierce battles with government forces. 
O [I] They’re fighting against some powerful organi- 
zations. © [l] She’s willing to fight for a more just 
society. © [I] Those two little kids were fighting over 
a toy. © [T] Gordon has been fighting an uphill battle 
to attract investors. 2 Two people who fight may 
be boxing: [T] Lewis will fight Akinwande for the 
heavyweight title. 
fight /fait/ n [C] © Isabelle is looking for a fight. © 
A patient's attitude is important in the fight against 
the disease. O Have you got tickets for the fight (=a 
competition between two boxers)? 


fighter /'fait-ar/ n [C] 1 someone who is willing 
to argue for and put effort into what he or she 
believes © She proved herself to be a real fighter. © 
Ali was the greatest fighter (= boxer) of all time. 2 
A fighter is also a small, fast military aircraft. 
fighting /'fatt-1n/ n [U] © The fighting lasted a 
long time. 


WORD CHOICES fight — 


A noisy, rough fight between people in a public 
place can be described as a brawl. 
He was injured in a brawl outside the 
stadium. 
If a short fight starts suddenly, you can use the 
word scuffle. 
There were a few scuffles between fans after 
the soccer game. 
A fight between large groups of people can be 
described as a clash. 
Five people were injured in clashes between 
strikers and owners. 
If someone fights against a person who is at- 
tacking them, you can describe it as a struggle. 
He managed to escape after a struggle. 
The word battle is often used for a fight be- 
tween armies. 
Many soldiers were killed in the battle. 


IDIOM with fight 


efight it out to argue until a decision is reached 
between two people or groups © Let them fight it 
out. 


PHRASAL VERBS with fight 


efight back DEFEND to defend yourself against 
attack or criticism © You’ve seen him fight back every 
time he’s been unfairly attacked. 

e fight something back NOT SHOW [M] to try hard 
not to show a strong emotion © She fought back 
the tears as she watched her brother go. 

efight something off [M] to free yourself from an 
illness or a desire to do something you should not 
do © | was trying to fight off the urge to sneak into 
the kitchen for something to eat. 0 Her body couldn't 
fight the infection off. 


fighting chance n[C usually sing] a small but 
real possibility of success © Doctors gave him a 
fighting chance to make a complete recovery. 


figment IDIOM /'fig-mant/ 
¢a figment of your imagination something imag- 
ined or created by your mind © The dinosaurs he 
said he saw were figments of his imagination. 


figurative /‘fig-ja-rat-1v/, abbreviation fig. adj 
[not gradable] 1 English (of words and phrases) 
used not with their basic meaning but to suggest 
part of that meaning © literal and figurative mean- 
ings 2 art Figurative art is based on the shapes of 
real objects. 
figuratively /'fig-ja-rat-1v-li/ adv © Figuratively 
speaking, negotiators succeeded in building a bridge 
over a wide river in reaching this agreement. 
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figure NUMBER /'fig-jar/ n [C] a number or an 
amount © The collection was valued at $20 million, 
a figure that might cover the cost of having artists 
recreate the drawings. 


USAGE Lor area hie tls 
figure or figures? 
When referring to a set of numbers always use 
the plural form. 
This report shows the company’s sales figures 
for Asia. 


Thi bie S eee 
for-Asta: 


SHAPE /'fig:jar/ n[C] a shape or form © geometric/ 
abstract figures 

BODY /'fig-jar/ n[C] the shape of a person’s body, 
or a body seen not clearly or from a distance © / 
could see two figures crossing the field in the 
distance. 

PERSON /'fig:jar/ n[C] A particular type of figure is 
a person with that characteristic: Our consultants 
are prominent figures in their field. 


PICTURE /'fig:jar/, abbreviation fig. n[C] a picture or 
drawing, often numbered, in a book or document 
© Figure 10.3 shows the maximum length of the 
bridges. 

EXPECT /'fig-jor/ v [I/T] 1 to expect, believe, de- 
cide, or think that something will happen or that 
certain conditions will exist © [+ (that) clause] They 
figured (that) about twenty people would be there. 
© [I] You can’t figure on going out and being back in 
two hours. 2 fig. If something figures, you are un- 
happy about it but you expected it: [I] “He‘ll be 
late for dinner.” “That figures!” 


IDIOM with figure 


ea figure of speech an expression that uses words 
to mean something different than what they usu- 
ally mean © You usually use the figure of speech 
“break a leg” to wish actors good luck. 


PHRASAL VERB with figure 


efigure out someone/something [M] to under- 
stand someone or something, or to find the an- 
swer to something by thinking © I’ve never been 
able to figure her out. 0 Can you figure out how to 
open this? 


figure eight n[C] the shape made when draw- 
ing an 8 © She skated a perfect figure eight. 


figurehead /'f1g-jar ,hed/ n [C] someone who 
has the position of a leader but who has no real 
power O The company chairman is basically a 
figurehead. 


figure skating » [U] a type of ICE SKATING 
involving patterns, jumps, and dance steps 
figure skater n[C] © Thirty-five figure skaters will 
compete in the national competition. 


filament WIRE /'fil-o-mant/ n[C] a thin thread 
or wire, esp. the wire inside a LIGHT BULB 

STEM /'fil-a-mant/ n[C] biology the long thin stem 
that carries the part of a flower that produces 
pollen 


fill 


filch /filtf/ v [T] infmi to steal something of little 
value © OK — who filched my pencils? 


file @ COLLECTION /fail/ n [C/U] 1 a folded piece 
of stiff paper used to store papers, letters, or other 
documents in an ordered way, esp. in an office, or 
a box or container in which documents are stored 
© [C] You'll find it in the files under C. oO [U] We keep 
your records on file for five years. 2 A file in a com- 
puter is a collection of information stored as one 
unit with one name: [C] /’m going to copy/save this 
file. 
file @ /farl/ v[T] 1 We file the reports by zip code. 
© to file criminal charges 2 To file something can 
mean to make an official record of it, or to begin 
a legal process: to file an insurance claim 
filing /'fa-lin/ n [U] © Her job involves filing and 
answering phones. 

LINE /fail/ n [C/U] a line of people or animals, one 
behind another 0 [U] They walked (in) single file. 
file /fal/ v [I always + adv/prep] © The bride’s fam- 
ily filed in. 

TOOL /farl/ n [C] a usually flat tool with rough sur- 
faces for rubbing objects to make them smooth or 
to change their shape 
file /fail/ v [I/T] © [T] She carefully filed her nails 
before applying nail polish. 


file cabinet n [C] a piece of office furniture in 
which files can be stored 


filet /fi'ler, 'fil-e/n, v FILLET 


filet mignon n[U]a very high-quality piece of 
meat 


filibuster /'fil-a,bas-tar/ n [C] politics & gov- 
ernment (in a legislature) a way of preventing a 
law from being passed by using the rules or mak- 
ing long speeches to delay voting on it 
filibuster /‘fil-a,bas-tar/ v [I/T] © [I] The senator 
threatened to filibuster if jobs in his state were not 
protected. 


filigree /'fil-a,gri:/ n [U] thin gold or silver wire 
shaped into delicate patterns and used esp. in 
jewelry 


filing cabinet n [C] a FILE CABINET 


fill /fil/ v [\/T] 1 to make or become fuller or full; 
to use empty space © [T] / filled the bucket. © [I] 
After all that rain, the reservoirs are finally filling. © 
[T] The dentist says | need to have four teeth filled 
(= treated to replace decayed material). 2 If a 
product or service fills a need, it gives people 
something they want. 3 To fill a job or position is 
to employ someone to do that job: [T] /’m sorry, 
the position has already been filled. 
fill /f1l/ n [U] an amount that is enough © to eat/ 
drink your fill 
filling /‘fil-1n/ n [C/U] 1 a material put inside of 
something © [U] What sort of filling do these pillows 
have? 2 A filling is also a substance put into the 
space in a tooth where decayed material has been 
removed. 
filling /'fil-1n/ adj Oo This chocolate cake is very fill- 
ing (= a small amount makes me feel full). 
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WORD FAMILY fil! 


Nouns | fill Adjectives filling 


Verbs fill 
refill 


refill 
filling 


IDIOMS with fill 


efill someone’s shoes to do someone’s job or ac- 
cept someone’s responsibilities © The senator will 
step down this year, but two well-known Republicans 
are ready to fill his shoes. 

eget your fill of something, have your fill of some- 
thing to have or experience as much as you want 
of something © | go to my mother’s house every 
week to get my fill of her home cooking. 


PHRASAL VERBS with fill 


efill in someone GIVE INFORMATION [NM] to infor- 
mally tell someone information that is wanted or 
needed © We filled her in on all the latest gossip. 
efill in REPLACE to do someone else’s job tem- 
porarily © The gym teacher was sick today, so a sub- 
stitute filled in for her. 

efill in/out something [M] to give written infor- 
mation, esp. by completing a form © Please fill in 
the application and sign it. © | got the membership 
form and filled it out. 

e fill out to become larger © When John is older and 
fills out some, he'll be an outstanding athlete. 

efill up something [M] to make something com- 
pletely full © / want to fill up the gas tank. © That 
sandwich filled me up. 

«fill (someone/something) with something to cause 
a person, place, or period of time to have a lot of 
something © His childhood was filled with happi- 
ness. © The kitchen is filled with the smell of fresh 
coffee. 


fillet, filet /fi'le1, 'frl-e1/ n [C/U] a piece of meat 
or fish without bones 
fillet, filet /fi'ler, 'fil-er/ v[T] to cut the flesh away 
from the bones of a fish © The customer wanted her 
fish filleted. 


filling station n[C] a Gas STATION 


filly /‘ful-i/ n[C] a young, female horse o Compare 
COLT 


film PICTURE /film/ v [I/T] to make pictures of 
something in making a movie, or to make a movie 
© [T] Her last movie was filmed in Spain. 

film /film/ n[C] a movie 

MATERIAL /film/ n [(U] (a length of) dark, thin ma- 
terial like plastic on which you can record images 
as photographs or as moving pictures © a roll of 
film © | didn't get my film developed yet. 


LAYER /film/ n [C] a thin layer of something on 
something else © A film of oil glistened on the surface 
of the water. 


filmmaker /‘film »met-kar/ n[C] someone who 
controls the making of a movie, usually its 
DIRECTOR 


film noir n[U] Nor 


filter /'‘fil-tar/ n [C] a piece of equipment or a 
device for removing solids from liquids or gases, 
or for limiting the particular type of light, sound, 
or electricity going through it © an oil filter © a 
coffee filter > Picture: filtration 
filter /‘fil-tar/ v [I/T] 1 [T] Clams filter water to 
extract food. © [M] Devices in the chimneys filter out 
particles from smoke. 2 If something filters down, 
in, out, or through, it appears or happens gradu- 
ally or to a limited degree: [I always + adv/prep] 
Reports of the accident began to filter in. © [| always 
+ adv/prep] Sunlight filtered through the branches. 


filthy /‘fil-6i/ adj extremely dirty © Trucks poured 
out clouds of filthy, black smoke. 
filth /f1le/ n [U] There were beggars in the streets 
and filth everywhere. 
filthiness /'fil-6i:-nas/ n [U] 


IDIOM with filthy 


e filthy rich extremely rich © His parents are filthy 
rich, so he gets everything he wants. 


filtrate /‘fil-trert/ n[C] biology, chemistry a liq- 
uid, gas or other substance that has passed 
through a FILTER (= piece of equipment that re- 
moves substances that are not wanted) 
filtration /fil'trer-fan/ n[U] the act of passing a 
liquid or gas through a filter 


filtration /fil'trei-[an/ n[C] science the process 
of using a filter to remove solids from liquids or 
gasses 


FILTRATION 


fin /fin/ n [C] a thin, wing-shaped part of a fish 
that helps it to swim, or a wing-shaped part of a 
ship, aircraft, or car 


finagle /fa'ner-gal/ v [I/T] to get something by 
using an indirect method © [T] How can | finagle a 
place on the guest list for the big party? 


final © LAST /‘fain-l/ adj [not gradable] last © 
The other team scored twice in the final minute. © 
The recommendation will be sent to the City Council 
for final approval. © (infml) I’m not coming and that’s 
final (= | do not want to discuss it any longer). 
final (exam) /'fain-9l (ig'zzem)/ n [C] a test 
taken on a subject at the end of a school year or 
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fine 


course © a math final O Spring brought final exams 
and the end of the year. 

finality © /far'nzel-at-i, fa-/ n [U] © The finality 
of death is sometimes hard to accept. 

finalize © /'farn-l ,a1z/ v [T] © Details of the deal 
are being finalized. 

finally © /'fain-l-i, 'fain-li/ adv [not gradable] 
at the end, or after some delay © Finally, | just said, 
“I don’t care.” 0 We finally got home at midnight. 


COMPETITION /'fatn-?l/ n [C usually pl] the last in 
a series of games, races, or competitions © The 
women’s basketball finals will be on Sunday. 
finalist /'fain-91-ast/ n [C] © a finalist for the award 


WORD FAMILY final 


Nouns final 
finality 
finalist 
finale 
semifinal 


Adjectives final 
Verbs 
Adverbs 


finalize 


finally 


finale /fa'nz!-i, -'nal-i/ n [C usually sing] the last 
part of something, esp. a musical or theater per- 
formance © a grand finale 


finance © /fa'nzns, ‘far-nzens/ n the manage- 
ment of money, or the money belonging to a per- 
son, group, or organization © [U] corporate/ 
personal finance © [pl] the city’s finances 
finance © /fa'nzens, 'fai-naens/ v [T] © How will 
you finance a new house (= provide the money to 
obtain it)? 
financing © /fa'nzen-sin, ‘far,naen-/ n [U] the 
money needed to do a particular thing, or the way 
of getting the money © BP will provide 65 percent 
of the financing for the project. 
financial @ /fa'nzen-tfal, fat-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © financial problems 
financially @ /fa'nzen-tfa-li, fai-/ adv [not grad- 
able] © We're in fairly good shape financially. 
» Usage: Economic, economical, or financial? at 
ECONOMY SYSTEM 


financier © / fin-an'sir, ,fat nzen-/ n[C] some- 
one who controls a large amount of money and 
can give or lend it to people or organizations 


finch /fints/ n [C] a small singing bird with a 
short, wide, pointed beak 


find DISCOVER /faind/ v [T] past found 1 to see 
where a thing or person is, either unexpectedly or 
by searching; discover 0 | found a ten-dollar bill in 
my pocket. O | hope | can find a place to live near 
work. 0 Many plant and animal species are found (= 
exist) only in the rain forests. 2 Someone who finds 
information begins to understand something: [+ 
that clause] The study found that men who took an 
aspirin a day have fewer heart attacks. 0 Some in- 
sects have been found to live several years without 
water. 3 If you find a quality within yourself, you 
suddenly develop it or learn that you have it: She 
found the courage to leave the town where she was 
born. 4 To find someone means to meet someone 
you can have a close, loving relationship with: Ellen 
found Sascha, married him, and soon after they had 
twins. 


find /faind/ n [C] a good or valuable thing or a 
special person that has been discovered © She's a 
real find — singers like her don’t grow on trees. 
finding /'fatn-din/ n [C usually pl] information 
that has been discovered esp. by detailed study 


WORD CHOICES find = 


A very common alternative to “find” is the verb 
discover. 
The missing wallet was discovered under the 
chair. 
| finally discovered the letters in a drawer. 
If someone finds the exact position of someone 
or something, in formal situations the verb lo- 
cate is sometimes used. 
Police are still trying to locate the suspect. 
If someone finds something that has been se- 
cret or hidden, then the verbs uncover or un- 
earth are sometimes used. 
Reporters uncovered/unearthed evidence of 
corruption. 
The phrasal verbs come across and stumble 
across/on are used when someone finds some- 
thing by chance. 
! stumbled upon these photographs when | 
was cleaning out my desk. 
We came across a lovely little restaurant in the 
village. 
If someone finds something or someone after 
looking carefully in different places, you can 
use the verb trace or the phrasal verb track 
down. 
Police have so far failed to trace/track down 
the missing woman. 


ai 


JUDGE /faind/ v [I/T] past found /aw to make a judg- 
ment in a law court © [T] to be found guilty/innocent 


IDIOMS with find 


¢ find your self somewhere to learn you have arrived 
somewhere 0 We fell asleep in the back of the car 
and woke up to find ourselves in Atlanta. 

efind (the) time have enough time © | wish I could 
find the time to do more reading. 


PHRASAL VERB with find 


¢find out (something) [M] to obtain knowledge of 
something, or to obtain knowledge of someone’s 
activities, esp. dishonest ones © How did you find 
out about the party? © | just found out that he was 
cheating on the test. O He wondered whether his boss 
was involved, but he saw no way of finding that out. 
» Usage: know or find out? at KNOW HAVE 
INFORMATION 


fime SATISFACTORY /fain/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
very good or very well; satisfactory or satisfactorily 
0 | was sick last night, but I feel fine this morning. © 
The apartments are very small, which is fine if you’re 
single. © The car was working fine yesterday. © “Is 
something wrong?” “No, everything’s just fine, 
thanks.” 

EXCELLENT /fain/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 of excellent 
quality or much better than average © Although still 
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fine art 


young, he is already a fine musician. © We had lunch 
in one of the city’s finest restaurants. 2 Fine is some- 
times used with an opposite meaning to show that 
you are annoyed: That’s a fine thing to say after all 
I’ve done for you. 

THIN /fain/ adj [-er/-est only] very thin or in very 
small grains or drops © fine blond hair o The paint 
comes out of the can in a fine spray. 9 She has her 
mother’s fine (= delicate and beautiful) features. 
finely /‘fain-li/, fine /fain/ adv © finely ground 
coffee 

PUNISHMENT /fain/ n[C] an amount of money that 
has to be paid as a punishment for not obeying a 
rule or law © /f found guilty, he faces six months in 
jail and a heawy fine. 
fine /fain/ v [T] © They fined him $125 for driving 
through a red light. 


fine art n[U] a type of art that is admired for its 
beauty, for example painting, SCULPTURE, music, 
and dance 


fine print n [U] important information printed 
in small letters in an agreement or document © 
Make sure you examine the fine print before you sign 
the contract. 


finery /‘fat-na-ri/ n[U] decorative and expensive 
clothing and jewelry worn on a special occasion © 
The stars arrived for the Oscars dressed in all their 
finery. 


finesse /fa'nes/ n[U] great skill or style 0 She has 
handled these difficult negotiations with real finesse. 


fine-tune v[T] to make small changes in (some- 
thing) in order to make it work as well as possible 


finger /'fin-gar/ n [C] 1 any of the long, thin 
parts of the hand that bend and hold things, esp. 
one other than the thumb © / cut my finger when ! 
was chopping onions. 2 A finger is also a part of a 
GLOVE (= piece of clothing for the hand) that cov- 
ers a finger. 
finger /'fig-gar/ v [T] 1 to touch or feel some- 
thing with the fingers © He fingered his watch ner- 
vously as he waited for the exam to begin. 2 slang lf 
you finger someone, you tell the police that the 
person is guilty of a crime. 


IDIOM with finger 


eat your fingertips convenient and easy to find o 
She had all the facts at her fingertips. 


fingernail /‘fin-gar,neil/ n [C] the hard, 
smooth covering that protects the upper part of 
the end of a finger 


finger-pointing n [C usually sing] the action 
of blaming particular people 0 The Republicans 
won, and the finger-pointing among the Democrats 
began. 


fingerprint /‘f1j-gar,print/, short form print n 
[C] the mark left by the pattern of curved lines on 
the end of a finger or thumb 
fingerprint /'fin-gar ,print/ v[T} © The police fin- 
gerprinted the suspects. 


fingertip /‘f1g-gar,tip/ n [C] the end of a finger 


finicky /'fin-1-ki/ adj giving too much attention 
to small details; hard to please © a finicky dresser © 
a finicky eater 


finish /‘fin-1{/ v [I/T] 1 to come to an end 9 [I] 
The meeting should finish at four o’clock. © [T] If 
you'll let me finish my sentence, I'll explain it to you. 
2 To finish can also mean to complete something: 
[I] She didn’t win but she did finish second. © [T] 
Have you finished that magazine? 3 To finish can 
also mean to use completely: [T] We may as well 
finish the rest of this pasta. 
finish /'fin-1f/ n [C] 1 Both candidates are pre- 
dicting a close finish in this election. 2 A finish is the 
appearance of the surface of something or the last 
covering, as of paint, put onto it: a glossy finish 
finished /'fin-1ft/ adj [not gradable] 0 Raw ma- 
terials make up only a small part of the cost of the 
finished (= completed) product. © As a result of this 
latest scandal, the senator’s career is finished (= 
brought to an end). 
finisher /'fin-1- far/ n[C usually pl] o She was one 
of the top ten finishers in the race. 


WORD FAMILY finish 


Nouns — finish 
finisher 


finish 


Adjectives finished 


unfinished 
Verbs 


WORD CHOICES finish = 


The verb end is a common alternative to “fin- 
ish” when it means “stop.” 

What time does the concert end? 
When someone finishes doing or making 
something, the verb complete is sometimes 
used. 

Have you completed all the questions? 

The project took five years to complete. 
The verb conclude is used when someone fin- 
ishes a speech, meeting, or piece of writing by 
doing something. 

She concluded her speech by thanking 

everyone who had helped her. 

If someone finishes something quickly and eas- 
ily, especially food or a piece of work, in infor- 
mal situations you can use the phrasal verb 
polish off. 


He’s just polished off two huge bowls of pasta. 


The phrasal verb wind up is sometimes used 
when an activity is gradually finishing. 
It’s time to wind up the game now. 


PHRASAL VERBS with finish 


*finish someone/something off DESTROY [M] to 
destroy or completely defeat someone or some- 
thing © Lack of water finished off the agricultural 
communities in the valley. © He says he refuses to let 
the disease finish him off. 

efinish off something COMPLETE [M] to complete 
or use all of something © | started the project and 
someone else finished it off. 0 They helped finish off 
his birthday cake. 
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efinish up something [M] to complete something 
© She started the job, had lunch, and then came back 
to finish it up. © They were finishing up breakfast. 


finish fine n [Cj] the line at the end of a race 


finite © /'fai-nait/ adj having a limit or end o We 
have only a finite amount of time to complete this 
project. 


fink on someone /'fin:kan, -k>:n/ phrasal verb 
slang to tell secret and damaging information 
about someone © Someone finked on him to the 
cops. 


fink out /'fin'kaut/ phrasal verb slang to fail to 
do something, esp. something promised © We’d 
planned to go camping but at the last minute Ron 
finked out. 


fir (tree) /far (tri:)/ n [C] any of several types of 
evergreen trees that have very thin leaves and are 
grown esp. for their wood or for use as CHRISTMAS 
TREES 


fire FLAMES /fair/ n [C/U] 1 the state of burning, 
or a burning mass of material © [U] The factory had 
to be closed because the risk of fire was too great. © 
[C] There have been a lIot of forest fires because of 
the drought. © [C] The library was badly damaged 
in the fire. © [U] The theater was destroyed by fire. 
© [C] Over a hundred volunteers were needed to put 
out the fire (= stop it). 2 A fire is also a small con- 
trolled mass of burning material that is used for 
heating or cooking: [C] Light a fire in the fireplace. 
3 If something is on fire, it is burning, esp. when 
it is not meant to be. © By the time the firefighters 
arrived, the whole house was on fire. 


SHOOT /fair/ v [I/T] to shoot bullets or other explo- 
sives from a weapon © [T] He fired his gun into the 
air. © [I] The soldiers began firing. © [T] (fig.) The 
journalists kept firing questions at the president (= 
asking him questions quickly one after the other). 
O [I] (fig.) “I’d like to ask you some personal ques- 
tions.” “Fire away (= You can start immediately)!” 
fire /fair/ n[U] © The troops were ordered to cease 
fire (= stop shooting). © The soldiers opened fire (= 
started shooting). 

LOSE JOB /fair/ v [T] to order someone to give up 
his or her job © She was fired for stealing from her 
employer. 

EXCITE /fair/ v [T] to cause a strong emotion in 
someone © She‘ all fired up (= excited) about going 
to college. 
fire /fair/ n [U] strong emotion © The fire in her 
speech inspired everyone to carry on in spite of recent 
setbacks. 


IDIOMS with fire 


efire in your belly a strong determination to suc- 
ceed O Neither of the candidates has a fire in his 
belly, so it’s hard to get excited about them. 

eon the firing line, in the firing line in a situation 
that attracts criticism © The judge found himself in 
the firing line after his remarks about women staying 
home with their children. 


PHRASAL VERB with fire 


efire off something [M] to write something 
quickly, esp. when you are angry © He fired off an 
e-mail to one of his aides. 


fire alarm n[C] a device that makes aloud con- 
tinuous noise to warn people to leave a burning 
building 


firearm /‘fair-arm/ n[(C] a gun that can be car- 
ried easily © Pistols and revolvers are firearms. 


fireball /n/ n[C] a great mass of fire high in the 
air, esp. one caused by a powerful explosion 


firebomb /'fair-bam/ n[C] a bomb that causes 
a lot of destruction by spreading fire 
firebomb /'fair-bam/ v [T] © to destroy something 
using a bomb that causes fire 


firecracker /‘fair kraek-ar/ n[C] a small, usually 
paper or cardboard container filled with an explo- 
sive that makes a loud noise 


fire department n [C] an organization in 
charge of preventing or putting out fires, esp. one 
working for a local government 


fire drill n[C] an occasion when people practice 
what they must do to leave a burning building 
safely 


fire engine n [C] a large vehicle that carries 
specially trained people and their equipment to 
fight a fire 


fire escape n [C] a set of metal stairs on the 
outside of a building that allows people to leave a 
burning building 


fire extinguisher n[C] a container filled with 
water or special chemicals that you spray on a fire 
to stop it from burning 


firefighter /‘farr fait-ar/, fireman /'fair-man/n 
[C] p!-men someone whose job is to stop fires and 
to save people and property from being harmed 


firefly /‘fatr-flai/, lightning bug n [C] a small in- 
sect that produces flashes of light when it flies at 
night 


firehouse /‘fair-haus/ n [C] a FIRE STATION 


fire hydrant n [C] a vertical pipe in the street 
from which FIREFIGHTERS get water to stop a fire 


fireplace /'fair-pleis/ n[C] a space in the wall of 
a room for a fire to burn in, or the decorated part 
that surrounds this space O We usually stack some 
wood next to the fireplace. 


firepower /‘fair pau-er/ n [U] 1 the ability to 
destroy things using weapons © The small force 
cound not withstand the enemy’s superior firepower. 
2 Firepower is also the things, such as money or 
skill, that you need to produce results: The cam- 
paigns are focusing their financial firepower on 
Florida. 


fireproof /‘fair-pru:f/ adj impossible or difficult 
to burn ina fire 
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fire sale n [C] a sale of goods at low prices be- 
cause they have been slightly damaged in a fire 


fireside /‘fair-said/ n[C] an area in a room near 
a FIREPLACE © She liked to curl up by the fireside with 
a good book. 


fire station n [C] a building where equipment 
used to stop fires is kept and where FIREFIGHTERS 
are based 


firestorm /'fatr-sto:rm/ n [C] a sudden, and 
sometimes violent reaction © The senator’s remarks 
caused a firestorm of protest. 


firetrap /‘fair-traep/ n[C] a building that would 
burn easily if a fire started and would be difficult 
to escape from 


fire truck n [C] a FIRE ENGINE 


firewood /'fatr-wud/ n [U] wood used as fuel 
for a fire 


fireworks /'fair-warks/ p/n 1 small containers 
filled with explosive chemicals that make a loud 
noise when they explode and sometimes produce 
bright, colored patterns 2 Fireworks can also mean 
the pattern of colorful explosions in the air 
planned as a show: What time do the fireworks 
start? 


firing squad n [C] a group of soldiers whose 
job is to shoot and kill someone as a punishment 


firm FIXED /f3rm/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] set in 
place and unable or unlikely to move, come loose, 
or fall over © The rocks were wet, and we couldn’t 
get a firm footing. © (fig.) Sometimes it takes more 
courage to admit you’re wrong than to stand firm (= 
continue to defend an opinion). © (fig.) The dean 
is holding firm and refusing to give in to student 
demands. 
firmly /'farm-li/ adv © Fasten your seatbelt firmly. 


HARD /f3rm/ adj [-er/-est only] not soft when 
pressed; solid or strong © a firm mattress © a firm 
body © (fig.) No one seems to have a firm grip on (= 
be in control of) the situation at the moment. 
firmly /'farm-li/ adv © He shook my hand firmly. 
firmness /'f3rm-nas/ n [U] 

CERTAIN /f3rm/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 certain or fixed 
in a belief, opinion, etc., and unlikely to change, 
or so certain as to be beyond doubt or question © 
a firm believer in the Constitution © They made a firm 
commitment to complete the job this week. © The 
decision is firm — there will be a strike. 2 Firm can 
also mean showing control and making sure you 
will be obeyed: A new teacher has to be firm with 
her students. 
firmly /'f3rm-li/ adv © The mayor is firmly commit- 
ted to reducing crime in the city. 
firmness /'farm-nas/ n [U] 


BUSINESS /f3rm/ n[C] a company or business © a 
law firm 


WORD FAMILY firm 


Nouns _ firmness Adjectives firm 


infirm 


infirmity 


Adverbs firmly 


first /farst/ adj, adv, n [C] 1 (a person or thing) 
coming before all others in order, time, amount, 
quality, or importance © Would you like to go first? 
0 [C] We leave on the first of August. © At first (= In 
the beginning) | thought he was joking, but then | 
realized he meant it. 2 First also means FIRST BASE. 
O Related Number: ONE 


IDIOMS with first 


eat first glance, at first blush when first consid- 
ering something, before having a chance to look 
at it carefully © At first glance the deal looked won- 
derful, but after reading the fine print he wasn’t so 
sure. 

efirst (of all), first off before anything else © First 
of all, I’d like to ask you a few questions. 

efirst and foremost more than anything else © In 
spite of her recent success as a novelist, she remains 
first and foremost a poet. 

efirst come, first served only the first people to 
arrive or ask for something will receive it © Free 
tickets will be given out on a first come, first served 
basis. 

e first thing early in the morning © He said he’d call 
back first thing tomorrow. 

efirst things first more important things should 
be done or considered before other things © First 
things first - was anyone hurt? O USAGE: Used to 
tell someone what you intend to do first or what 
you think is most important. 

ein the first place in the beginning © We should 
never have agreed to let him borrow the money in 
the first place. 

eon a first-name basis knowing someone well 
enough that you call each other by your first 
names © I’ve met her, but I’m not on a first-name 
basis with her. 


first aid n [U] emergency medical treatment 
given to someone who is injured or ill 


first base PLACE n [U] the first place a baseball 
player has to touch in order to score, or the posi- 
tion near this place played by a member of the 
team in the field 

STAGE n [U] the first successful stage in a series of 
actions you take to achieve a goal © His proposal 
didn’t get to first base with the committee. 


first-class QUALITY adj of the highest quality or 
standard © a first-class education 
first class n[U] © | upgraded my plane ticket to 
first class from tourist class. 

MAIL adj of or having to do with the standard way 
of mailing letters and cards © The price of a first- 
Class stamp has gone up again. 


first cousin n [C] a COUSIN 
first floor n [U] the GROUND FLOOR 


firsthand /'farst'hand/ adj, adv obtained per- 
sonally, or directly from someone who is personally 
involved in something © He has firsthand experi- 
ence of what war is like. 


First Lady n [C] the wife of the US president or 
of a governor or other public official 


first language n [C] the language you learn 
from your parents as you are growing up 
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first mame n [C] your personal name, which 
comes before your other names © “James” and 
“Sarah” are first names. © Compare LAST NAME; 
MIDDLE NAME 


First Nation n(C] esp. cdn one of the groups of 
people whose ANCESTORS lived in North America 
before the arrival of Europeans 


first person n (UJ 1 grammar the form of pro- 
nouns and verbs people use when speaking or 
writing about themselves 0 “I,” “me,” and “my” 
are first person singular pronouns, and “we,” “us,” 
and “our” are first person plural pronouns. © Com- 
pare SECOND PERSON; THIRD PERSON 2 literature 
The first person is a style of writing in which a story 
is told in the voice of one of the characters: © Au- 
tobiographies are written in the first person. 


first quarter n (C] a HALF MOON 


first-rate adj extremely good © a first-rate 
performance 


fiscal /'fis-kal/ adj [not gradable] relating to pub- 
lic money or other financial matters © a sound fiscal 
policy 

fiscal year n(C] a period of twelve months (not 
always January 1st to December 31st) for which a 
government or business plans its management of 
money 


fish ANIMAL /fi{/n [C/U] p/fish, fishes an animal 
without legs that lives in water, has a soft outer 
body, uses its tail and FINS to help it swim, and 
takes in oxygen from the water © [C] How many 
fish live in the pond? © [U] We had fish for dinner. 
fish /fif/ v [I] to try to catch fish 0 We were fishing 
for tuna. 
fishing /'fif-1n/ n [U] © Id like to do a little fishing 
this weekend. 


USAGE Oo 20 2 ar eee 
fish or fishes? 


Fish is the usual plural. 
I caught six fish in the river. 
Leaught-sictishesin-thetiver. 
Fishes is sometimes used to talk about different 
types of fish. 
In the Pacific there are exotic fishes that you 
never see in aquariums. 


SEARCH /fiJ/ v [| always + adv/prep] to to try to get 
something © Chimpanzees use grass to fish around 
in termite nests. 0 We’re trying to fish for some 
answers. 


WORD FAMILY fish 


Nouns fish 
fishing 


Verbs fish 
Adverbs fishily 


Adjectives fishy 


IDIOMS with fish 


ea fish out of water someone who is uncomfort- 
able in a specific situation © / felt like a fish out of 
water at my new school. 


efish for compliments to try to get people to say 
good things about you © /’m not trying to fish for 
compliments, but do you like my new haircut? 


PHRASAL VERB with fish 


efish something out [M] to remove something 
from somewhere or make something appear, esp. 
after searching © He fished a tissue out of his pocket. 
© The magician reached into his bag and fished out 
a couple of balloons for the kids. 


fishbowl /'fiJ-boul/ n [C] a round glass con- 
tainer for fish that you keep as pets 


fisherman /'fif-ar-man/, n [C] pi -men some- 
one who catches fish, either as a job or as a sport 
© Maine fishermen are finding it difficult to make a 
living. 

fishery /'fif-a-ri/ n[C/U] 1 a place where fish are 
grown for food, or where they are caught © Offi- 
cials are concerned about how best to protect the 
fisheries and water quality in the river. 2 Fishery is 
also the activity of growing fish for food, or catch- 
ing fish to sell: Federal fishery regulators this week 
set the 2005 catch limit at nearly 3.3 billion pounds. 


fishing pole, fishing rod n[C] a long rod that 
has a strong string attached to it with a hook at 
the end, used for catching fish 


fishnet /'fiJ-net/ n [U] a type of material that is 
woven of threads and is similar to a net 


fishy /'f1J-i/ adj infmi seeming dishonest or false © 
There’s something fishy going on. 


fission /'fiJ-an, ‘fi3-/ n[U] 1 physics the dividing 
of the NUCLEUS of an atom, producing energy 2 
biology Fission is also the division of a living cell 
during reproduction in some very small organisms 


fissure /'fif-ar/ n [C] a deep crack, esp. one in 
rock or ice or in the ground 


fist /fist/ n [C] a hand with the fingers turned in 
tightly and the thumb held against them © She 
clenched her fist. 
fistful /‘fist-ful/ n[C] © Anna had a fistful of candy. 


fistfight /‘fist-fait/ n [C] a fight in which people 
hit each other using their tightly closed hands © 
The boys got into a fistfight. 


fit CORRECT SIZE /fit/ v [1/T] pres. part. fitting, past 
fitted, fit to be the right size or shape for someone 
or something © [T] The jacket fits you perfectly. © [1] 
The refrigerator won't fit in our kitchen. 
fit /fit/ n [U] © These shoes are a perfect/terrible fit. 
fitted /'fit-1d/ adj 0 He bought a fitted suit (= 
made to his exact size). 
fitting /'fit-1n/ n[C] an occasion when you try on 
clothing being made or adjusted © a fitting for a 
wedding gown 


USAGE | 
fit or suit? 


Remember that the verb fit means to be the 
right shape or size. 
This jacket doesn’t fit me — it’s too tight. = > 
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Use suit when you want to say that something 
is right for someone or makes them look more 
attractive. 

You should wear more red — it suits you. 

Life in the big city didn’t suit him. 


a 


SUIT /fit/ v[T] pres. part. fitting, past fitted, fit to be 
suitable for someone or something © The job fits 
him well. 
fit /fit/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- © She’s not fit to be 
treasurer. 
fitness /'fit-nas/ n [U] © No one questioned her 
fitness for the job. 
fitting /'fit-1n/ adj © a fitting tribute 

HEALTHY /fit/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- in good health, 
esp. as a result of exercise; strong © You look fit. 
fitness /'fit-nas/ n [U] © physical fitness 

BRIEF PERIOD /fit/ n [C] a sudden, brief period 
when something happens that is beyond your 
control © a coughing/sneezing fit © Epilepsy can 
cause severe fits (= sudden muscle movements that 
you cannot control). 
fitful /'fit-fal/ adj going off and on irregularly © 
Her breathing is fitful. 
fitfully /'fit-fa-li/ adv o She slept fitfully. 

EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE /fit/ n [C] 1 an experi- 
ence of a strong emotion or reaction © a fit of 
laughter/jealousy 2 A fit can be a feeling or ex- 
pression of great anger: Your mother will have/ 
throw a fit when she sees this mess. 


WORD FAMILY fit 


Nouns | fit 
fitness 
fitting 

Verbs fit 


Adjectives fit 
fitted 
fitting 


Adverbs 


fittingly 


IDIOMS with fit 


efit like a glove to be the perfect size and shape 
for someone © | love these pants because they fit like 
a giove and they’re so comfortable. 

efit the bill to be suitable © “I’m looking for a fun 
novel to read on the plane.” “This one should fit the 
bill.” 

efit to be tied extremely angry © He was fit to be 
tied when she showed up an hour late. 

efits and starts periods of activity mixed with pe- 
riods when nothing happens © The reform process 
has proceeded in fits and starts. 

ehave a fit, throw a fit to become very angry © 
My mother threw a fit when she saw the mess we 
made. 


PHRASAL VERBS with fit 


efit in BE ACCEPTED to belong with other things, 
or to be accepted by other people in a group © 
This chair doesn’t fit in with our furniture. © She fit 
in well at school. 

efit in something/someone FIND TIME [M] to find 
time to do something or to deal with someone © 
The doctor can fit you in at three o’clock. 


five /faiv/ number 1 5 © We work five days a week. 
© a five-room apartment 2 Five can also mean five 
o'clock. © Related Number: FIFTH 


fix REPAIR /fiks/ v[T] to repair or adjust something 
0 Ill fix that broken chair today. 

ARRANGE /fiks/ v [T] 1 to arrange or put in place © 
| need to fix my hair. 2 To fix something such as a 
race or game or an election is to illegally arrange 
who will win. 

CHOOSE /fiks/ v[T] to choose a time or place to do 
something © Let’s fix a date for our next meeting. 
ATTACH /fiks/ v [T] to attach in order to keep in 
one place © Fix the shelf to the wall with screws. © | 

tried to fix the directions in my mind. 

BAD SITUATION /fiks/ n[C usually sing] a situation 
causing trouble or problems © He’s in a fix and 
needs our help. 

PUNISH /fiks/ v[T] to hurt or punish someone ° /‘// 
fix you if you come around here taking vegetables 
from my garden again! 

PREPARE FOOD /fiks/ v [T] to cook or prepare food 
or drink © Will you fix dinner? 

STOP REPRODUCTION /fiks/ v [T] to remove an or- 
gan an animal needs to reproduce © We had our 
cat fixed. 


WORD FAMILY fix 


Nouns fix 
fixation 
fixture 


Adjectives fixed 
fixated 
transfixed 


unfixed 


Verbs _ fix 


Adverbs 


fixedly 


PHRASAL VERBS with fix 


efix up someone PROVIDE [M] to provide some- 
thing that someone needs © Before he left town Pat 
saw to it that | was fixed up with a job. 

efix up something IMPROVE [M] to repair, deco- 
rate, or change something so that it is ready for 
use © He recently finished fixing up the 1920s-era 
bungalow he bought in 1992. 


fixated /'fik-ser-tid/ adj thinking hard about 
something all the time © / am fixated on making 
tomorrow better. 
fixation /fik'se1-fan/ n[C] © Jen has a fixation on 
food. 


fixed /fikst/ adj [not gradable] not changing © a 
fixed stare © a fixed address 
fixedly /'ftk-sad-li/ adv [not gradable] © She 
stared fixedly at the screen. 


fixture /'fiks-tfar/ n [C] a piece of equipment 
that stays attached to a house or other building © 
a light fixture © bathroom fixtures © (fig.) He became 
a fixture (= a regular feature) on television in the 
1980s. 


fizz /fiz/ v [I] (of a liquid) to produce gas bubbles 
O The soda fizzed as she poured it. 
fizz /fiz/ n(U] © This soda has lost its fizz. 


fizzle /'fiz-al/ v [I] to finish slowly in a way that is 
disappointing or has become less interesting © / 
like the way the movie starts but then it fizzles out. 
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flab /flzeb/ n [U] soft, loose flesh on the body of 
a person or an animal © I'm trying to burn off excess 
flab. 
flabby /'fleeb-i/ adj © Carol scratched at her flabby 
upper arm. 


flabbergasted. /'flab-ar gze-stid/ adj shocked 
by the unexpected © / was absolutely flabbergasted 
at what she was paid. 


flaccid /'flzs-ad, 'flaek:sad/ adj soft and weak; 
not firm © flaccid skin © a politician's flaccid remarks 


flack /flak/ n [U] FLAK 


flag SYMBOL /flzeg/ n [C] a piece of cloth with a 
special color and pattern, used as a symbol esp. to 
represent a particular country or group © the Amer- 
ican flag © The man waved a red warning flag. 

MARK /flaeg/ v[T] -gg- to mark something so it can 
be found easily among other similar things © She 
asked me to flag the names that appear on both lists. 

BECOME TIRED /flzg/ v [I] -gg- to become tired or 
less strong O My interest in the story flagged. 


PHRASAL VERB with flag 


¢flag down something/someone [M] to signal that 
a vehicle or person should stop by waving © A po- 
lice officer flagged us down. 


flagellum /flo'dzel-am/ n [C] pl flagella, fla- 
gellums biology a long thin part similar to a tail, 
which is used for movement by some cells, bac- 
teria, and other very small organisms 


flagpole /‘flzeg:poul/ n [C] a tall pole to which 
a flag can be attached 


flagrant /'‘fle1-grant/ adj shocking because of 
being so bad and so obvious © a flagrant violation 
of the rules 
flagrantly /‘fler-grant-li/ adv © He flagrantly 
broke the law. 


flagship suHiP /‘fleg: Jip/ n[C] the ship among 
a group of ships on which the most important of- 
ficer sails 

BEST ONE /'flzeg: fip/ n [C usually sing] the best or 
most important thing among a group © The retail 
chain has its flagship in New York and branches in 
19 states. 


flagstone /'fleeg-stoun/, flag /fleeg/ n [C] a flat 
piece of stone used esp. outside a building to make 
floors, stairs, and paths 


flail /flel/ v [I/T] to wave something, esp. arms or 
legs, energetically but with little or no control © [I] 
His hands flailed wildly. 


flair /fler, flaer/ n [U] the ability to do something 
well © Alan has a flair for public speaking. 


flak /flzk/, flack n [U] infm! strong criticism or op- 
position © She caught some flak from her parents. 


flake THIN PIECE /flerk/ n [C] a small, thin piece, 
esp. of a layer on a surface © Flakes of paint fell from 
the ceiling. 
flake /fletk/ v [I] © Plaster is flaking off the walls. 


flare 


PERSON /fleik/ n [C] infm/ a person who does not 
seem to pay attention and is sometimes silly © That 
guy is a real flake. 


flamboyant /fleem 'bo1-ant/ adj intended to be 
noticed, esp. by being brightly colored © a flam- 
boyant gesture © flamboyant clothes 


flame UGHT /fle1m/ n [C/U] the hot light of a 
fire © [U] The logs in the fireplace burst into flame. 
© The house was in flames (= burning). 
flame /fleim/ v [I] © The fire suddenly flamed (up). 

ANGER /fle1m/ v [I/T] 1 to show anger by turning 
red © [I] His face flamed and he started stammering. 
2 If you flame someone you disagree with, you 
send insulting electronic messages about that per- 
son over the INTERNET: [T] He was flamed by several 
other men in the chat room. 


flamingo /fla'min-gou/ n [C] pi flamingos, fla- 
mingoes a bird with pink feathers, a long neck, 
and long, thin legs, and which lives near the water 
in warm places 


flammable /'flaem-a-bal/, inflammable /in 
‘flaam-a:bal/ adj able to catch fire easily © This sol- 
vent is flammable. © Opposite: NONFLAMMABLE 


flank /flznk/ v [T] to be at the side of someone 
or something © Secret Service agents flanked the 
president's car. 
flank /flaegk/ nC] 1 Troops attacked the enemy’s 
left flank. 2 A person’s or animal's flanks are the 
sides of its body between the RIBS and the hips. 


flannel /‘flzen-l/ n [U] a soft cloth usually made 
from cotton or wool © flannel pajamas © a flannel 
shirt 


flap WAVE /flzp/ v [I/T] -pp- (of a bird’s wings) 
to wave up and down while flying, or (of objects 
that cannot fly) to move quickly from side to side 
or up and down ° [T] A small bird flapped its wings. 
© [I] Flags flapped in the breeze. 
flap /fleep/ n [C] © The bird flew into the air with a 
flap of its wings. 

PIECE /flazep/ n[C] a piece of cloth or other material 
attached along one edge to something else © a 
pocket/tent flap 


EMOTIONAL STATE /flaep/ n [C] a state of excite- 
ment or worry © She caused a big flap when she told 
her husband about her parents’ visit. 


flapjack /‘flaep-d3zek/ n [C] a PANCAKE 


flare BURN /fler, flaer/ v [I] to burn brightly either 
for a short time or on and off © The candle flared 
then went out. 
flare /fler, fleer/ n [C] something that produces a 
flame or bright light and is usually used as a signal, 
or the flame or light itself © The boat is equipped 
with flares. © Did you see that flare? 

BECOME WIDER /fler, fleer/ v [I/T] to become wider, 
or to make something wider © [I] These trousers 
flare slightly at the ankle. 

HAPPEN SUDDENLY /fler, flaer/ v [I] to happen in a 
sudden and often violent way © The dispute threat- 
ens to flare into a lawsuit. 0 The argument quieted 
down then flared up again. 
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flare-up /‘fler-ap, 'fleer-/ n[C] a sudden increase 
in or occasion of something such as an illness, vi- 
olence, or an expression of emotion © a flareup of 
arthritis © There were flare-ups of anger during the 
long meetings. 


flash SHINE /flz{/ v [I/T] to shine suddenly and 
usually brightly, but only for a short time © [T] Stop 
flashing that light in my eyes. 
flash /flaef/ n[C] © A flash of lightning lit the sky. 

HAPPEN QUICKLY /flzJ/ v [I always + adv/prep] to 
move or happen quickly © A fire engine flashed by. 
flash /flef/n [C] 

SHOW /flzJf/ v [I/T] to show something quickly or 
for a short time © [T] The officer flashed her badge. 
O [I] A smile flashed across her face. 


PHOTOGRAPHY /flzJ/ n [C] a device used to pro- 
duce a bright light for a brief time when taking a 
photograph 


IDIOMS with flash 


ea flash in the pan something that is interesting 
for only a short time © The band was just a flash in 
the plan with one hit in 2003. 

ein a flash suddenly © The answer came to her in 
a flash. 


flashback /'flzJ-bzek/ n [C] literature a mem- 
ory, or a short part of a movie, story, or play de- 
scribing past events © This party is like a ‘70s 
flashback. 


flash card /'flaz{-kard/ n[C] a small piece of stiff 
paper with a word, picture, or question on it that 
is to teach something © She is learning math with 
flash cards. 


flash flood n[C] a sudden, severe flood, usually 
caused by a heavy rain that falls over a short period 
of time 


flashlight /‘fla{-lait/ n [C] a small electric light 
you can carry in your hand 


flashy /'fleJ-i/ adj [-er/-est only] expensive or 
stylish, or brightly colored © He wears flashy 
clothes. 


flask /flzesk/ n[C] a small container, 
usually with a wide base and a nar- 
row neck O a flask of water 


flat LEVEL /flzet/ adj [-er/-est only] 
-tt- 1 level and smooth; having little 
or no height and not raised or round 
© A desk provides a flat surface to work 
on. © Campers look for flat ground to 
put up their tents. 2 A drink that is 
flat has stopped bubbling: /f you 
don’t put the top back on the soda bottle, it will go 
flat. 3 If a tire is flat, the air has gone out of it so 
that it does not give the support it should: One of 
my tires is flat and I'll have to change it. 
flat /flat/ n [C] 1 something flat, esp. a tire that 
has lost its air, so that it does not give the support 
that it should © We pulled off to the side of the road 
to change a flat. 2 The flat of the hand is the inside, 
level part of the hand with the fingers straight: He 
swatted the table with the flat of his hand. 


FLASK 


flat /flaet/ adv [-er/-est only] -tt- © He hurt his back 
and could only sleep lying flat on his back (= with 
his back down, against the surface on which he 
was lying). 

flatten /'flet-?n/ v [I/T] to make or become flat 
© [I] In the road race, you go over a few steep hills 
but then the course flattens out. 


COMPLETE /flzt/ adj [not gradable] complete and 
certain © His request for time off from work was met 
with a flat refusal. 
flat /flaet/ adv [not gradable}] © When he asked for 
a raise, the boss turned him down flat. O I’m flat 
broke (= | have no money). 
flatly /'flat-li/ adv [not gradable] © He flatly de- 
nied that he saw what had happened. 


NOT CHANGING /flzt/ adj [not gradable] (esp. of 
an amount of money) not changing or varying © 
We charge a flat rate of $25 per hour. © Sales are 
flat (= low and not changing) during this time of 
year. 
flat /flat/ adv [only after n] [not gradable] exactly 
© We managed to get to the station in five minutes 
flat. 

MUSIC /flzet/ adj, adv[-er/-est only] -tt- music lower 
in PITCH than a particular or the correct note © 
Compare SHARP MUSIC > Picture: notation 
flat n [C] music a mark in written music showing 
that a note should be played a HALF STEP lower 

APARTMENT /flaet/ n [C] esp. Br an APARTMENT © 
They have a house in the country and a flat in 
London. 

WORD FAMILY flat 
Nouns flat Verbs flatten 


Adverbs flat 
flatly 


Adjectives flat 


IDIOMS with flat 


e(as) flat as a pancake very level © In some parts 
of the West, the land is as flat as a pancake. 

e flat out as fast as possible © / ran flat out and won 
the race by inches. 


flat feet p/n feet with the whole bottom part of 
each foot level and touching the ground 


flat-footed adj having feet with a bottom part 
that is not curved up in an arch, as is usual, but is 
level so that it touches the ground 


flats LAND /flzts/ p/n land that has no hills or 
mountains © Far in the distance, out on the sage 
flats, an ore train labored northward toward the mill. 

SHOES /flaets/ p! n women’s shoes that are flat on 
the bottom © Ballet flats are one of the hottest 
trends in Hollywood right now. 


flat tax n[C] social studies a tax rate that is the 
same for everyone, whether the person’s income 
is high or low 


flatter /'flzt-or/ v [T] to make someone feel im- 
portant or attractive, or to praise someone in order 
to please him or her © They were flattered by the 
invitation from the mayor. 
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flattering /'flaet-9-rin/ adj © That suit is flattering 
on you (= makes you look attractive). 

flattery /‘flaet-a-ri/ n [U] © Saying | was the best 
ever was too obvious an attempt at flattery. 


flatulence /'flztj-a-lans/ n [U] fm! the uncom- 
fortable condition of having gas in the stomach 
and bowels 


flatware /'flet-wer, -wzer/n[U] objects used for 
eating and serving food, esp. utensils; SILVERWARE 


flaunt /flo:nt, flant/ v [T] to intentionally make 
obvious something you have in order to be ad- 
mired © You go to the mall and you see fourteen- 
year-old kids flaunting money their parents give 
them. 


flavor, Cdn, 8r flavour /‘fler-var/ n [C/U] the par- 
ticular way a substance, esp. food or drink, is rec- 
ognized from its taste and smell © [C] We sell 32 
different flavors of ice cream. © [U] This soup doesn’t 
have much flavor. © [U] (fig.) This brief description 
should give you a flavor of what the book is like (= 
show you the character of the book). 
flavor, Cdn, Br flavour /'fler-var/ v [T] © Use some 
garlic to flavor the stew. 
flavorful, Cdn, 8r flavourful /'fler-var-fal/ adj hav- 
ing a lot of flavor © A veal chop was flavorful but 
too fatty. 
flavoring, Can, 8rflavouring /'fler-va-rin/ n[C/U] 
a substance added to improve or change the taste 
of something © [U] A little vanilla flavoring improves 
the taste of the dessert. 


flaw /flo:/n [C] a fault or weakness, esp. one that 
happens while something is being planned or 
made and that makes it not perfect © A flaw in the 
steering mechanism led to a recall of 200,000 cars. 
flawless /'flo:-las/ adj [not gradable] containing 
no faults or mistakes; perfect 0 The countdown was 
flawless, and the space missile went off exactly on 
schedule. 


flea /fli:/ n[C] a very small jumping insect without 
wings that feeds on the blood of animals and 
people 


flea market /'fli:,mar-kat/ n [C] a place, usu- 
ally outside, where people sell esp. old or used 
items at cheap prices © There’s a flea market every 
Saturday in the school parking lot. 


fleck /flek/ n[C] a small mark, esp. of a different 
color © | got a few flecks of paint on the window 
when | was painting the frames. 
fleck /flek/ v [T] © Her hair is flecked with gray. 


fled /fled/ past simple and past participle of FLEE 


fledgling /‘fled3:l1n/ adj [not gradable] new and 
not experienced © Still in his teens, he pursued his 
fledgling career in journalism. 


flee /fli:/ v [I/T] past fled to escape by running 
away, esp. because of danger or fear © [I] An FBI 
spokesman said Stewart fled before police arrived. 


fleece SHEEP /fli:s/ n [C/U] the wool of a sheep, 
or a soft, artificial material that looks like wool © 
[C] Polyester fleeces are especially popular to provide 
warmth in coats. 


CHEAT /fli:s/ v [T] to charge too much money or 
cheat someone © He was fleecing investors by set- 
ting up bogus companies and then manipulating the 
price of their stocks. 


fleet SHIPS /fli:t/ n [C] all the ships in the navy of 
a country, or anumber of ships operating as a unit 
within a navy 


VEHICLES /fli:t/ n [C] a number of aircraft, buses, 
cars, or other vehicles under the control of one 
company or organization © He owns a fleet of taxis. 


fleeting /'fli:t-17/ adj brief or quick © He had a 
fleeting moment of panic but quickly recovered. 


flesh /flej/ n [U] 1 the soft part of the body of a 
person or animal covering the bones and organs 
© The roast duck has robust flavor and tender flesh. 
2 The flesh of a fruit or vegetable is the soft, inner 
part: Peel the tomatoes and use only the flesh. 
fleshy /'flej-i/ adj having a lot of flesh o He ex- 
tended a broad, fleshy hand before him. 


IDIOM with flesh 


ein the flesh physically in front of you © I’ve seen 
her perform on television, but never in the flesh. 


PHRASAL VERB with flesh 


e flesh out something [M] to add more detail when 
describing or explaining something © Emily should 
have included these pieces of information to flesh out 
her argument. 


flesh and blood PEOPLE n [U] people o This 
decision is not about legal theory, it’s about flesh and 
blood, about boys and girls who deserve a decent 
education. © USAGE: Used to emphasize the quali- 
ties all people have. 

FAMILY n [U] someone from your family © | was 
surprised at how much | cared for this girl who wasn't 
even my flesh and blood. 


flesh-colored adj approximately the color of 
white people's skin © flesh-colored tights 


flesh wound n [C] an injury only to the flesh 
and not to the bones or inner organs © Fortunately 
it was only a flesh wound, and he was expected to 
recover completely. 


flew /flu:/ past simple of FLY 


flex /fleks/ v [T] to bend a part of the body, esp. 
an arm or leg, or to tighten a muscle © Keep your 
knees flexed at all times. 


IDIOM with flex 


e flex your muscle, flex your muscles to show your 
power or strength © Conservatives were beginning 
to flex their muscles in Utah. 


flexible @ CHANGEABLE /'flek-sa-bal/ adj able 
to change or be changed easily according to the 
situation © I’m fortunate because my job has flexible 
hours, and | can come and go pretty much as | want. 
flexibility @ /,flek-sa'bil-at-i/ n [U] 0 The new 
law gives auto makers more flexibility in meeting 
lower pollution targets. 

ABLE TO BEND /‘flek:sa-bal/ adj able to bend or be 
bent easily without breaking © The wire has to-be 
flexible enough to go around corners of the room. 
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flexor /'flek-sar/ n [C] biology a muscle that al- 
lows you to bend part of your body © Compare 
EXTENSOR 


flextime /'flek-statm/ n [U] a system of working 
in which employees can vary the time they start 
and finish work as long as they work the agreed 
number of hours 


flick MOVE /fltk/ v [I/T] to make a short, sudden 
movement that causes something to move © [T] 
Brina flicked her hair over her shoulder. 0 [M] He 
flicked the light switch on/off. © [| always + adv/ 
prep] She flicked through the pages of a magazine 
(= turned them quickly). 
flick /fltk/ n[C] © With a flick of the wrist, he tossed 
me the Frisbee. 


MOVIE /flik/ n [C] infm! a movie © Do you want to 
go to a flick tonight? 


flicker /'flik-ar/ v [I] to burn, shine, or move like 
a flame in quickly changing forms of light and dark 
© Candles flickered on all the tables in the restaurant. 
© A smile flickered across her face. 
flicker /'flik-ar/ n [C] any slight and quick ex- 
pression © The planes searched the ground for a 
flicker of movement among the wreckage. 


flier PAPER, flyer /'flar-ar/ n [C] a piece of paper 
containing an advertisement or information, usu- 
ally given out to people walking by © They handed 
out fliers asking you to vote for Jane Schumacker. © 
See also: FLYER at FLY TRAVEL THROUGH AIR 


PERSON /'flat-ar/ n[C] a FLYER 


flight FLYING /flatt/ n [C/U] 1 an aircraft trip, or 
the occasion of being a passenger in an aircraft © 
[C] We'll be arriving home on Tuesday on flight 147. 
© [C] All flights out of Midway have been canceled 
because of bad weather. © [C] We had a smooth 
flight all the way. 2 Flight is also the act or process 
of flying: [C] We watched a flight of geese (= a 
group flying together). © [U] Some people think 
that too much money is spent on space flight. 
ESCAPE /flait/ n [U] escape from a particular situa- 
tion, or the act of leaving © their flight from poverty 
© The flight of manufacturers to the South stripped 
Massachusetts of its factories. 


STAIRS /flart/ n [C] a set of stairs connecting one 
floor and the next in a building or other structure 
© We had to climb three flights of stairs. 


flight attendant n[C] a person in an aircraft 
whose job is to serve passengers and to make sure 
they obey safety rules 


flight recorder, flight data recorder n[C] a 
small machine that records information about an 
aircraft during its flight, and which is used to dis- 
cover the cause of an accident 


flighty /‘flart-i/ adj not able to keep your atten- 
tion or interest on one thing for long © She played 
the part of a flighty, unsuccessful writer. 


flimsy /‘flim-zi/ adj 1 (of material) very thin, or 
(of a structure or object) badly made and weak, 
and therefore easily broken or destroyed © a flimsy 
dress © a flimsy building 2 Flimsy also means weak 


and not persuasive: They convicted the defendant 
on very flimsy evidence. 


flinch /flintJ/ v [!] to make a sudden small move- 
ment because of pain or fear © Now I’m going to 
move the eyepiece right up against your eye for a 
second — try not to flinch. 


fling THROW /flin/ v [T] past flung to throw or 
move something suddenly and with force © | 
rushed right up to him and flung my arms around 
his neck and hugged him. © She flung open the door 
and greeted us warmly. 


PERIOD /flin/ n[C usually sing] infm/ a short period 
of doing enjoyable things that you usually do not 
do 


flint /flint/ n[C/U] a very hard gray or black stone 


flip /flrp/ v [I/T] -pp- to cause something to turn 
over quickly one or more times, or to cause some- 
thing to move by making a short, quick motion © 
[I/T] | flipped (through) the pages of the dictionary 
to look up a word. © [T] You just flip a switch to turn 
on the computer. © [T] At the beginning of a football 
game, the referee flips a coin (= throws it into the 
air so that it spins in falling) to see which team gets 
the ball first. 
flip /flip/ n[C] 1 They settled the issue by a flip of 
the coin. 2 A flip is also a jump in which you swing 
your legs over your head as your whole body turns 
around, so that you come down on your feet in 
the position you started from. 


PHRASAL VERB with flip 


eflip out slang to become extremely angry or to 
lose control of yourself from surprise or shock © | 
nearly flipped out when she told me she and David 
were getting married. 


flip-flop n [C] a sudden and complete change 
of plans or opinion © They did a complete flip-flop 
by deciding to have a large wedding rather than get- 
ting married secretly. 


flippant /'‘flip-ant/, infm! flip /flip/ adj showing 
or having a rude attitude of not being serious esp. 
by trying to be amusing when most people expect 
you to be serious © We had lost thousands of dollars, 
so we did not appreciate his flippant remark about 
“better luck next time.” 


flipper /‘flip-ar/ n [C] 1 a part similar to an arm 
used for swimming by any of various sea animals, 
such as SEALS and PENGUINS 2 A flipper is also a 
long, wide rubber shoe used for swimming. 


flip side n [UJ an opposite or unattractive result 
of a popular or attractive action © More homeless- 
ness is the flip side of getting people off welfare. 


flirt /flsrt/ v [I] to behave as if you are interested 
in someone, in a not serious way © They were flirt- 
ing with each other at the party. © (fig.) If he gets 
deeper into debt, he’s flirting with disaster (= he is 
risking very bad trouble). 
flirt /flart/ n [C] 0 He’s a shameless flirt. 
flirtation /flar'ter-fan/ n [C] a short period of 
interest in something © He thought about running 
for Congress, but his flirtation with (= period of in- 
terest in) a House run was short-lived. 
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flirtatious /flar'ter-Jas/ adj © She had a lively, out- 
going manner and was a bit flirtatious at times. 


PHRASAL VERB with flirt 


eflirt with something to consider an idea or action 
briefly without being serious about it © At one time 
he flirted with the idea of running for president, but 
nothing came of it. 


flit /flit/ v [I always + adv/prep] -tt- to fly or move 
quickly and lightly © Bees flitted from flower to 
flower in the garden. 


float MOVE ON LIQUID /flout/ v[I/T] 1 to stay or 
move easily on or over the surface of a liquid, or 
to cause something to move in this way © [I] An 
empty bottle will float on water. © [I] I‘d float around 
for hours, just fishing. © [T] Fill the cups with hot 
coffee and float heavy cream on top. © [I] We spent 
a lazy afternoon floating down the river. © [I] (fig.) 
She removes the pins and her hair floats (= moves 
gracefully) down around her. © [I] (fig.) Reports have 
been floating around (= heard from various people) 
that the company might be for sale. 2 Float also 
means to move easily through air: [I] Fluffy white 
clouds were floating across the sky. 
float /flout/ n [C] a piece of light material that 
stays on the surface of water © the float in a toilet 
tank 


MONEY /flout/ v[T] to sell BONDS (= official papers 
given to people who lend money to a government 
or company) © Cities float bond issues that are pay- 
able from property taxes. 

VEHICLE /flout/ n [C] a large vehicle that is deco- 
rated and used in PARADES (= public celebrations 
in which people march, walk, and ride along a 
planned route) © Marching bands and elaborate 
floats will be featured in the parade. 


DRINK /flout/ n [C] a sweet drink with ice cream 
floating in it © a root beer float 


flock /flak/ n [C] 1 a group of sheep, goats, or 
birds, or a group of people © a flock of ducks 0 a 
flock of reporters 2 A flock is also the people who 
are members of a church. 
flock /flak/ v [I] to move or gather together in 
large numbers © Tourists flock to the village. © [+ to 
infinitive] Crowds of people flocked to see the Picasso 
exhibition. 


flog /flag, flo:g/ v[T]-gg- (esp. in the past) to beat 
very hard with a stick or a WHIP as a punishment 


flood COVER WITH WATER /flad/ v [I/T] to fill or 
become covered with water or to cause this to 
happen to something © [T] A burst pipe flooded the 
bathroom. © [I] The basements of many downtown 
buildings would flood whenever it rained. 
flood /flad/ n [C] a large amount of water cov- 
ering an area that is usually dry © Kingston was 
heavily damaged by a flood. 
flooding /'flad-1n/ n [U] © Rain caused flooding 
that washed out bridges and covered roads. 

FILL /flad/ v [I/T] 1 to fill or be filled with a large 
amount or too much of something © [I always + 
adv/prep] Sunlight floods in through a skylight in the 
ceiling. © [| always + adv/prep] In the 1960s, Cuban 


immigrants began to flood into Florida. © [T] We 
don't want them to flood the market with cheap im- 
ports. 2 If you flood an engine, you fill it with so 
much fuel that it will not start. 

flood /flad/ n[C] © Planners are hoping for a flood 
of visitors when the center opens. © He was filled with 
a flood of new emotions. 


floodlight /‘flad-lait/ n [C] a large, powerful 
electric light used for lighting outside areas, such 
as sports fields or buildings © Tonight's game will 
be played under floodlights. 


floodlit /‘flad-ht/ adj lit by FLOODLIGHTS © The 
couple was standing in a floodlit aisle. 


floodplain /'flad-plein/ n [C] earth science an 
area of low, flat land near a river that often floods 
when the level of the river rises and flows over its 
sides 


floor SURFACE /flo:r, flour/ n [C] the flat surface 
that you walk on when you are inside a building © 
a tile floor © hardwood floors © The children sat on 
the floor. 

LEVEL OF BUILDING /flo:r, flour/ n [C] a level of a 
building; a STORY LEVEL © They rented office space 
on the second floor. © USAGE: In the US, the first 
floor of a building is usually at ground level. 


USAGE , i | ae ae 
floor 
Remember to use the preposition on when you 
are referring to the location of something in a 
building. 

Their office is on the 12th floor. 
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BOTTOM /flo:r, flour/ n [C usually sing] the bottom 
surface of the sea, a forest, a valley, etc. 0 Subma- 
rines were exploring the ocean floor for signs of the 
wreck. 

OPEN SPACE /fl:r, flour/ n [C usually sing] a public 
space for having formal discussions © The proposi- 
tion was discussed on the Senate floor. © The chair- 
man said that he would now take questions from the 
floor (= from the ordinary people at the meeting). 

SURPRISE /flo:r, flour/ v [T] to surprise or shock 
someone O She was completely floored when she 
heard that he was leaving the country. 

GO FAST /flo:r, flour/ v [T] to drive a car as fast as it 
will go © His buddy started the car and floored it. 


floorboard WOOD /'flo:r-bo:rd, 'flour-bourd/ 
n[C] a long straight piece of wood used in a floor 
© The floorboards creaked as we tiptoed across the 
room. 

FLOOR /'flo:r-bo:rd, 'flour-bourd/ n[C] a floor in a 
Car 


floor lamp n[C] an electric light supported by 
a tall pole with a base on the floor 


floor plan n [C] a drawing that shows the 
shape, size, and arrangement of rooms in a build- 
ing as viewed from above 
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flop FALL /flap/ v [I always + adv/prep] -pp- to fall 
or drop heavily © A newborn baby’s head flops back- 
ward if you don’t support it. 
flop /flap/ n[U] © He fell with a flop (= he dropped 
heavily) on the bed. 


FAILURE /flap/ n[C usually sing] infmia failure © The 
movie was a complete flop. 
flop /flap/ v [I] -pp- © Her first book flopped, but 
her second became a bestseller. 


flophouse /'flap-haus/ n [C] p! flophouses a 
cheap, usually dirty, hotel © That area of Manhat- 
tan used to be full of flophouses. 


floppy /'flap-i/ adj soft and easily bent; not able 
to maintain a firm shape or position © a floppy hat 
© a dog with big, floppy ears 


floppy disk n [C] a small soft piece of plastic 
that is protected by a hard cover and is used to 
store computer information 


flora /‘flo:r-a, 'flour-a/ n[U] biology all the plants 
of a particular area or period of time © Compare 
FAUNA 


floral /'flo:r-al, 'flour-al/ adj made of flowers, or 
decorated with images of flowers © a floral display 
© floral curtains/wallpaper 


florid RED /'flo:r-ad, 'flar-ad/ adj fmi/ too red, esp. 
in a way that is unhealthy © a florid complexion © 
USAGE: said about a person’s face 


DECORATED /'flo:r-ad, 'flar-ad/ adj with too much 
decoration or detail © a florid architectural style © 
florid prose/speech 


florist /‘flo:r-ast, ‘flar-/ n [C] a person who sells 
cut flowers and plants for inside the house 


floss /flas, flo:s/ v [T] to clean between your teeth 
using DENTAL FLOSS (= thin thread made especially 
for this purpose) 
floss /flas, flozs/ n [C/U] DENTAL FLOSS 


flotilla /flou'til-a/ n [C] a large group of boats 
or small ships, esp. military ships 


flounce /flauns/ v [I always + adv/prep] to walk 
quickly with large, noticeable movements, esp. to 
attract attention or show that you are angry © 
“Don’t expect any help from me!” she said, as she 
flounced out of the room. 


flounder MOVE AWKWARDLY /'flaun-dar/ v [I] 
to move awkwardly or to be in an awkward or dif- 
ficult situation © She floundered around in the water. 
© He lost the next page of his speech and floundered 
for a few seconds. © His business was flourishing, but 
his marriage was floundering. 


FISH /‘flaun-dar/ n [C] p!/ flounder a flat fish that is 
used as food 


flour /flaur/ n [U] powder made from grain, esp. 
wheat, used for making bread, cakes, pasta, pastry, 
etc. O wheat/rye flour © three cups of flour 
flour /flaur/ v [T] to put a thin layer of flour on 
something © Flour the board, then roll out the 
dough. 


flourish SUCCEED /'flar-1f/ v [I] to grow or de- 
velop successfully © Parts of the city continue to 


flourish. © This is the perfect environment for our 
company to flourish and expand in. 

WAVE /'fl3r-1f/ v [T] to move something in your 
hand in order to make people look at it © She ran 
up to her father, flourishing her diploma. 
flourish /‘flar-1J/ n [C] © / pulled into the driveway 
with a flourish (= a noticeable movement). 


flout /flaut/ v [T] to intentionally disobey a rule 
or law, or to intentionally avoid behavior that Is 
usual or expected © They think they can flout the 
law and get away with it. 0 He conducted business 
in his pajamas to flout convention. 


flow /flou/ v [I] 1 (esp. of liquids, gases, or elec- 
tricity) to move in one direction, esp. continuously 
and easily © Air flows over an aircraft’s wing faster 
than it flows under it. © Lava from the volcano was 
flowing down the hillside. © An electrical current flows 
from positive to negative. © Many rivers flow into the 
Pacific Ocean. © With fewer cars on the roads, traffic 
is flowing (= moving forward) more smoothly than 
usual. © (fig.) My thoughts flow more easily (=| can 
think more easily) if | work on a word processor. 2 
Something can be said to flow if it hangs down 
loosely and attractively: Her long, red hair flowed 
down over shoulders. 
flow /flou/ n [C usually sing] 1 movement of a 
liquid © This drug increases the flow of blood to the 
heart. © (fig.) Music interrupted the flow of the con- 
versation (= the regular exchange between speak- 
ers). 2 earth science A flow is also large mass of 
material, such as LAVA (= melted rock from a vol- 
cano), that is flowing or has flowed in the past. 


flower /'flau-ar, flaur/ n[C] biology the part of a 
plant that produces seeds, is often brightly col- 
ored, and sometimes has a pleasant smell, or a 
plant that produces this part O Related adjective: 
FLORAL 
flower /'flau-ar, flaur/ v [I] © Our shrubs flower (= 
produce flowers) in late summer. 
flowered /'flau-ard, flaurd/ adj decorated with 
pictures of flowers © flowered curtains © a flowered 
dress 
flowery /'flau-a-ri, 'flaur-i/ adj 1 covered with 
pictures of flowers © a flowery blouse 2 disapproving 
If a speech or writing style is flowery, it uses too 
many complicated or unusual words or phrases. 


WORD FAMILY flower 


Nouns flower 
Verbs 


Adjectives flowered 
flowery 


flower 


flowerbed /'flau-ar bed, 'flaur-/ n [C] an area 
of ground where flowers are planted 


flowerpot /‘flau-ar,pat, 'flaur-/ n [C] a con- 
tainer in which to grow a plant 


flown /floun/ past participle of FLY 
fl. OZ. abbreviation for FLUID OUNCE 


flu /flu:/, esp. fml influenza /,1n-flu: 'en-za/ n[U] an 
infectious illness like a very bad cold that also 
causes a fever © Robby has a bad case of the flu. 


flulb /flab/ v [1/1] -bb- infm/ to fail or make a mis- 
take, esp. when performing © [I] He really flubbed 
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badly by not catching the ball. © [T] Sheila flubbed 
her lines in the second act. 


fluctuate © /‘flak-tfa,weit/ v [I] to change or 
vary frequently between one level or thing and an- 
other © Vegetable prices fluctuate according to the 
season. © | fluctuate between feeling really happy 
and utterly miserable. 
fluctuation © / flak-tfa'wer-fan/ n [C/U] o [C] 
fluctuations in temperature © [U] A certain amount 
of fluctuation in quality is unavoidable. 


flue /flu:/ n [C] a pipe that leads from a fire, 
STOVE, or heating device to the outside of a build- 
ing, taking smoke, gases, or hot air away 


fluent /'flu:-ant/ adj (of a person) able to speak 
a language easily and well, or (of a language) spo- 
ken easily and without many pauses © She was flu- 
ent in French by the time she was five. © He speaks 
fluent Chinese. 
fluently /'flu:-ant-li/ advo I'd like to speak English 
fluently. 
fluency /‘flu:-an-si/ n [U] © This job requires flu- 
ency in two or more African languages. 


fluff SOFT MASS /flaf/ n [U] a soft mass of fibers, 
feathers, or hair © cotton fluff © The cat, a ball of 
white fluff, darted into the house and started to lick 
its fur. 0 We’d lie on our backs and blow the dan- 
delion fluff into the neighbor's yard. 
fluff /flaf/, fluff out/up something v [T] to shake a 
mass of fibers, feathers, or hair so the mass appears 
larger O Make the beds and don't forget to fluff the 
pillows. © She fluffed out her hair. 
fluffy /'flaf-i/ adj light and full of air, or soft and 
furry © a fluffy mohair sweater O Beat the eggs and 
sugar together until they are light and fluffy. 

USELESS INFORMATION /flaf/ n [U] useless or un- 
important information o Don’t expect all fluff — like 
most good satire, this contains some moments of 
truth. 


fluid /'flu:-ad/ n [C/U] 1 a substance that flows 
and is not solid o [U] The doctor drained some fluid 
from her lungs. 2 medical Fluids are liquids that you 
drink: [C] Dr. Tay says | need rest and lots of fluids. 
fluid /'flu:-ad/ adj having a flowing or changing 
quality © a dancer’s fluid movements © The situation 
remains fluid — we offered her the job, but she hasn't 
responded yet. 


fluid ounce, abbreviation fl. oz. n[C] a measure- 
ment of liquid equal to .03 liter 


fluke /flu:k/ n[C usually sing] something, usually 
a good thing, that has happened as result of 
chance instead of skill or planning © He’s trying to 
prove that his last victory wasn’t a fluke. 


flung /flan/ past simple and past participle of FLING 
THROW 


flunk /flagk/ v [\/T] infm/ to fail an exam or course 
of study © [T] / almost flunked chemistry. 


PHRASAL VERB with flunk 


eflunk out to be forced to leave school because 
you have not done well enough in your courses © 


She flunked out of high school. © If you don't study 
harder, you're going to flunk out. 


flunky /'flag-ki/ n [C] a person who does unim- 
portant work or who has few or no important re- 
sponsibilities and shows too much respect toward 
his or her employer © He could snap his fingers and 
get his flunky to do it. 


fluorescent /flur'es-ant, flo:r-, ,flour-/ adj (of 
a substance) giving off a very bright light when 
electricity or other waves go through it © The map 
was marked with a thin, fluorescent-green line. 


fluorescent light n[C] a very bright, usually 
tube-shaped electric light used esp. in offices 


fluoride /‘flur-aid, 'flo:r-, ‘flour-/ n [U] a chem- 
ical substance sometimes added to water or 
TOOTHPASTE (= substance for cleaning teeth) in 
order to help keep teeth healthy 


flurry /'flsr-i/ n [C] 1 a sudden light fall of snow, 
blown in different directions by the wind © Heavy 
snow will be tapering off to flurries in the morning. 
2 A flurry is also a lot of sudden activity: There was 
a flurry of excitement as the president walked in. 


flush BECOME RED /fla{/ v [I] (of a person) to be- 
come red in the face © The force of the adrenaline- 
filled blood rushing through your body causes you to 
flush. 
flush /flaf/ n [C usually sing] © a flush of 
embarrassment 
flushed /flast/ adj © Her cheeks were flushed and 
she was breathing hard. 


LEVEL /flaj/ adj, adv on the same level so that no 
part is higher or lower or sticks out more than an- 
other © The sprinklers are mounted flush with the 
ceiling. 

RICH /flaf/ adj infmi having a lot of money © The 
organization is not as flush as it once was. 


CARD GAMES /flaj/n[C] anumber of playing cards 
held by one player that are all from the same SUIT 
(= type) 

EMPTY /flas/ v [I/T] to operate a toilet after it has 
been used by pressing a handle or button, or (of 
a toilet) to operate in this way © [T] Flush the toilet 
before you clean it. © [I] | can’t get the toilet to flush. 
flush /flaf/ n [C] © The toilet tank empties during 
a flush. 


PHRASAL VERBS with flush 


flush (out) something [M] to clean something by 
forcing a large amount of water on or through it 
O Rinse the fabric in cool water to flush out the paint. 
eflush out someone/something [M] to force a per- 
son or animal to leave a hiding place © He had to 
climb down the side of the tunnel to flush out the 
birds. 


fluster /'flas-tar/ v[T] to make someone nervous 
or upset, esp. when the person is trying to do 
something © Don't let that new tax form fluster you 
— it’s not as bad as it looks. 
flustered /'flas:tard/ adj © If I look flustered it’s 
because I’m trying to do 20 things at once. 


flute /flu:t/ n [C/U] a tube-shaped musical instru- 
ment with a row of holes along its side that are 
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covered by the fingers to vary the notes and 
played by blowing into a hole near one end, or 
this type of instrument generally 

flutist /‘flu:t-ast/ n [C] a flute player 


flutter /‘flat-ar/ v [1/T] 1 to move in quick irreg- 
ular motions, or to cause something to move this 
way © [I] The flags fluttered in the breeze. 2 \f your 
heart flutters, it beats faster than usual, often from 
excitement. 
flutter /'flat-ar/ n [C usually sing] © There was a 
flutter of wings overhead. 


flux /flaks/ n [U] continuous change © Everything 
is in a state of flux. 


fly TRAVEL THROUGH AIR /flar/ v [1/T] past simp. 
flew, past part. flown (of creatures, objects, or air- 
craft) to move through the air, or (of people) to 
travel by aircraft © [I] The building just exploded, and 
glass flew through the air. © [I] We enjoy watching 
the birds fly over the water. © [1] Are you planning to 
fly or drive to Toronto? © [I] Some of our pilots have 
been flying (= operating an aircraft) for 20 years. © 
(1/T] What airline are you flying (on) (= traveling on 
as a passenger)? 
fly /flar/, fly ball /‘flar'bo:l/ n [C] in baseball, a ball 
that has been hit high into the air © He caught the 
fly in deep center field. 

flyer, flier /'flat-or/ n [C] a person who operates 
an aircraft or travels on one as a passenger 

MOVE QUICKLY /flat/ v [I] past simp. flew, past part. 
flown to move or go quickly or suddenly © Theo 
was Startled when the door flew open. © Saying she 
was late, Cathy flew by me and ran outside. © The 
summer seems to have flown by (= passed quickly). 


INSECT /flar/ n [C] a small insect with two wings 


PANTS /flar/ n[C usually sing] the covered opening 
at the front of a pair of pants 


WAVE /flat/ v [/T] past simp. flew, past part. flown to 
move around in the air while being held at one 
end, or to cause something attached at one end 
to be moved © [I] Flags flew from the front of every 
house. 


IDIOMS with fly 


efly by the seat of your pants to do something 
difficult without the necessary skill or experience © 
| had no idea how to do it — | was just flying by the 
seat of my pants. 

efly in the ointment something that spoils a sit- 
uation that could have been pleasant © The party 
was great — the only fly in the ointment was that my 
grumpy uncle was there. 

efly off the handle, fly into a rage to suddenly 
become very angry © You have to be very careful 
because he flies off the handle very easily. 


fly-by-night /'‘flar-bar nart/ adj [not gradable] 
disapproving (esp. of a business) not able to be 
trusted, and likely to stop operating without any 
notice © a fly-by-night operation 


flyer /'flar-or/ n [C] a FLIER PAPER © See also: FLYER 
at FLY TRAVEL THROUGH AIR 


flying saucer n (C] a UFO that has the shape 
of a disk 


FM /'ef,em/ n (U] abbreviation for frequency mod- 
ulation (= one of two main types of radio waves 
used to broadcast in the US) 0 Compare AM RADIO 


foal /foul/ n[C] a young horse 


foam /foum/ n (U] 1 a mass of small, usually 
white, bubbles formed on the surface of a liquid © 
The waves were high and capped with foam. 2 Foam 
is also a type of light material made by adding gas 
bubbles to a liquid, then letting it cool, used esp. 
in packaging. 
foam /foum/ v [I] © The suds in the sink foamed 
up when she added hot water. 


foam rubber n [(U] a soft rubber that contains 
very small bubbles of air © The cushions are filled 
with foam rubber. 


fob off something/someone /fa:b _ 2:f/ 
phrasal verb [M] to persuade someone to accept 
someone or something you want to get rid of © 
Politics can be a way to fob off theoretical solutions 
on people demanding practical ones. 


focal point /'fou-kal ,pomnt/ n [C] 1 a FOCUS 
MAIN OBJECT or FOCUS POSITION. 2 art A focal 
point is the feature of a work of art that is the most 
interesting or important or the most strongly 
emphasized. 


focus © MAIN OBJECT /'fou-kas/, focal point 

/'fou-kal ,point/ n (C] pi focuses, foci the main 
object or interest, or the attention given some- 
thing © The focus of attention has shifted from the 
economy to improving the public schools. © State of- 
ficials urge continued focus on mosquito control. 
focus /'fou-kas/ v [I/T] to direct attention toward 
something or someone © [I] Tonight's program fo- 
cuses on homelessness. 


POSITION /'fou-kas/ n [C/U] pifocuses, foci 1 phys- 
ics the exact place or position where beams of 
light, heat, or sound meet after moving toward 
each other; FOCAL POINT » Picture: lens 2 earth 
science A focus is also the exact position inside the 
earth where an EARTHQUAKE begins. 3 A photo- 
graph or an image seen through a device with a 
LENS, such as a MICROSCOPE, TELESCOPE, or cam- 
era that is in focus is clear and one that is out of 
focus is not clear. 
focus /'fou-kas/ v [I/T] to adjust something in or- 
der to see more clearly © [T] / focused the binoculars 
on the bird on a branch of the tree. 


fodder /'fad-ar/ n(U] food given to cows, horses, 
and other farm animals © (fig.) The charges of scan- 
dal in the White House are fodder for (= have en- 
couraged) late-evening jokes on television. 


foe /fou/ n[C] an enemy, or a competitor © Foes 
of the plan were there to voice their concerns. 


fog /fo:g, fag/ n [C/U] a mass of cloud consisting 
of small drops of water near the surface of the 
earth O [U] Heavy fog made driving conditions 
dangerous. 
foggy /'fo:-gi, 'fag-i/ adj © a cold, foggy day 
fog /fs:g, fag/ v [I/T] -gg- 


PHRASAL VERB with fog 


efog up (something) [M] to cover a surface such 
as glass or a mirror with small drops of water and 
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make it difficult to see through or reflect an image 
© My windshield kept fogging up, and it was hard to 
see the road. © The steam fogged my glasses up. 


fogbound, fog-bound /'f2:g-baund, ‘fag-/ adj 
[not gradable] unable to operate as usual because 
of fog © Their flight was canceled because the airport 
was fogbound. 


foghorn /'fs:g:ho:rn, 'fag-/ n [C] a loud HORN 
that a ship uses in a fog to warn other ships of its 
position 


foible /'fo-bal/ n [C usually pl] a small fault or 
foolish habit © We all have our little foibles. 


foil METAL SHEET /fo1l/ n [U] a very thin sheet of 
metal, used esp. for wrapping food © aluminum foil 


PREVENT /forl/ v [T] to prevent someone or some- 
thing from being successful © An attempted coup 
against the country’s military ruler was foiled 
yesterday. 

COMPARISON /foil/ n [C] someone or something 
that makes another’s good or bad qualities all the 
more noticeable © The older, cynical character in the 
play is the perfect foil for the innocent William. 


BLADE /foil/ n[C] a thin, light weapon with a long 
blade used in the sport of FENCING 


FOIL /foil/ n [U] mathematics abbreviation for first, 
outer, inner, last, the rule for multiplying two BI- 
NOMIALS (= statements that have two numbers or 
symbols each) 


foist something on/upon someone 
/‘foist-ain, -an, -a,pan/, foist off something on 
someone /foist's:f-9:n, -an/ phrasal verb to force 
someone to have or experience something un- 
wanted or undesirable © She charged that junk food 
is being foisted on children by TV commercials. 


fold BEND /fould/ v [I/T] 1 to bend something 
such as paper or cloth so that one part of it lies on 
the other part, or to be able bend in this way © [T] 
He took his clothes out of the dryer and carefully 
folded them. © [M] She folded up the map and put 
it back in her bag. © [l] The tray table folds up so 
that it fits in a closet. 2 If you fold your hands or 
arms, you bring them together and cross them: 
[T] He folded his arms across his chest. 
folding /'foul-din/ adj designed to be folded into 
a smaller size for storage or carrying O We helped 
the janitor put away the folding chairs. 
fold /fould/ n[C] © If you just make folds along the 
dotted lines, you can seal it and mail it as an 
envelope. 

FAIL /fould/ v [I] (of a business) to close because of 
failure © Many small businesses fold within the first 
year. 

SHARED BELIEFS /fould/ n [C/U] 1 the safety or 
comfort of belonging to a group that shares the 
same beliefs 0 [U] The Democrats attracted many 
immigrants to the fold. 2 A fold is a fenced area on 
a farm where sheep are kept during the night. 


WORD FAMILY fold 


Nouns fold 
folder 


Verbs fold 
unfold 


Adjectives folding 


PHRASAL VERB with fold 


¢fold in something [M] to mix a food substance 
into another by turning it gently with a spoon © 
Fold in the flour and add two eggs. 


-fold / fould/ suffix having the stated number of 
parts, or multiplied by the stated number © There 
has been more than a 30-fold increase in Internet 
users in the past two years. 


folder /‘foul-dar/ n [C] a folded piece of thin 
cardboard for holding loose papers 


foliage /‘fou-li:-1d3/ n [U] the leaves of a plant 
or tree O Dense foliage blocked the path. 


foliated /‘fou-li: eit-ad/ adj earth science de- 
scribes rocks consisting of thin layers that can be 
separated 
foliation /,fou-li:'e1-fan/ n[U] earth science 


folk /fouk/ adj [not gradable] traditional to or typ- 
ical of the people of a particular group or country 
© folk art/dance 


folklore /'fouk-ls:r, -lour/ n [U] the traditional 
stories, beliefs, and customs of a group of people 


folk music n [U] the traditional music of a par- 
ticular region or group of people 


folks /fouks/, folk /fouk/ p/n 1 people, esp. those 
of a particular group or type © Some folks have been 
waiting over an hour to buy tickets. 2 Your folks are 
your parents: /’m going home over Thanksgiving to 
see my folks. 3 You can say folks if you want to 
speak in a friendly way to people you do not know: 
Well, folks, thanks for watching Channel 4 news - 
that’s about it for this evening. 


folk singer n [C] someone who specializes in 
singing folk songs 


folk song n[C]a traditional song of a particular 
region or group of people 


folksy /‘fouk:si/ adj [-er/-est only] very friendly 
and informal in style © His folksy personality sets the 
tone for the show. 


folktale /'fouk-te!/ n[C] literature a traditional 
story that people of a particular region or group 
repeat among themselves 


follicle /'fal-1-kal/ n[C] biology 1 any of the very 
small holes in the skin that a hair grows from 2 A 
follicle is also a structure like a small bag in a 
woman's OVARY (= organ that produces eggs) in 
which an egg develops. 


follow MOVE AFTER /'fal-ou/ v [I/T] 1 to move 
along after someone or something, or to move 
along a route or path © [T] The dog followed us 
home. © [I] He drove ahead and we followed in our 
own car. © [T] Follow this road for the next two miles. 
2 To follow someone is also to move along after a 
person in order to watch where that person is 
going: [T] She had the feeling she was being 
followed. 
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WORD CHOICES follow 


The verbs chase or pursue can be used when 
someone follows and tries to catch someone 
else. 
He was running and the dog was chasing 
him. 
The robber was pursued by several members 
of the public. 
If someone is following someone else in order 
to watch that person and find out where he or 
she goes, the verbs tail or shadow can be used. 
The car was tailed by police for several hours. 
The police think the robbers shadowed their 
victims for days before the crime. 
If someone is following another person very 
closely to try to catch that person, you can use 
the idiom in hot pursuit. 
She ran down the steps with a group of 
journalists in hot pursuit. 


HAPPEN AFTER /'fal-ou/ v [I/T] to happen after 
something else in order or time © [1] We were not 
prepared for what followed. © [T] A reception will 
follow the meeting, so please stay. 
following /'fal-a-win/ adj [not gradable] © I’m 
busy on Thursday, but I’m free the following day. © 
The following items were found — a ring, a wallet, 
and a watch. 
following /'fal-a-win/ pi no Will the following 
please stand — Neal, Crisonino, Druback, Thompson. 
following /'fal-a:win/ prep © Following the ball- 
game, there will be a fireworks display. 

OBEY /'fal-ou/ v [T] to obey someone, or to act ac- 
cording to something © Follow the instructions in 
taking the medicine. © | decided to follow her advice. 
© If you follow the signs, you will have no trouble 
finding the airport. 
follower /'fal-a-war/ n [C] someone who obeys 
or supports another person or that person’s ideas 
© The newly elected governor appeared overcome 
with emotion as he thanked his followers. 
following /'fal-a-win/ n [C] © The candidate has 
a large following among young people. 

UNDERSTAND /'fal-ou/ v [T] to understand © He 
spoke so rapidly we could hardly follow what he said. 

INTERESTED IN /'fal-ou/ v [T] to be actively inter- 
ested in something, or to give your attention to 
something © Do you follow football? © We've fol- 
lowed her political career for many years. 
follower /'fal-o-war/ n [C] 

BE RESULT /‘fal-ou/ v [lI] to happen as a result, or to 
be a likely result O [+ that clause] Fuel prices for 
transporting goods have increased, so it would follow 
that those prices are getting passed on to customers. 


WORD FAMILY follow 


Nouns follower 
following 


Adjectives following 
Verbs 


follow 


IDIOMS with follow 


efollow in someone’s footsteps to do the same 
thing as someone else, esp. someone in your fam- 


ily, previously did © She followed in her mother’s 
footsteps and started her own business. 

¢ follow your nose to move forward © There’s a gas 
station up ahead about a mile, so just follow your 
nose. 

«follow suit to do the same thing © When one air- 
line reduces its ticket prices, the rest usually follow 
suit. 


PHRASAL VERBS with follow 


efollow through 1 to continue something until it 
is completed © The city has raised the money for 
more teachers — now it has to follow through and 
hire them. 2 In sports, to follow through is to con- 
tinue a swinging motion of the arms or legs when 
making a play: You can’t drive the golf ball unless 
you follow through after hitting it. © Related noun: 
FOLLOW-THROUGH 

e follow something up, follow up on something [M] 
to discover more about something or to take fur- 
ther action connected with it © As a news reporter, 
when something important happens, | have to follow 
it up. © Brocchini failed to follow up on leads pointing 
to any other suspects. 0 Related noun: FOLLOW-UP 


follow-through n [C/U] 1 the action of com- 
pleting something © [U] They made a good start at 
improving prison conditions, but unless there's fol- 
low-through, the reforms won't last. 2 In sports, a 
follow-through is the action of continuing a swing- 
ing motion of the arms or legs when making a 
play: [C usually sing] My tennis instructor says | 
need to have a better follow-through on my back- 
hand. © Related verb: FOLLOW THROUGH 


follow-up n[C] something done after an earlier 
event that is connected with it © I’ve got to go in 
for a follow-up to the dentist next week. 
follow-up adj [not gradable] © a follow-up visit © 
Reporters can have one follow-up question. © Related 
verb: FOLLOW UP 


folly /‘fal-i/ n [C/U] the condition of being foolish, 
or a foolish action or belief © [+ to infinitive] /t 
would be folly to attempt a trip in this snowstorm. 


foment /fou'ment/ v [T] fm/ to cause something 
bad or illegal to develop © to foment revolution 


fond /fand/ adj [-er/-est only] having feelings of 
affection for someone or something, or having a 
liking for an activity © I’m really fond of my aunt 
and enjoy seeing her. © She had fond memories of 
her childhood. © Charles is fond of driving, so I’m 
happy just to be a passenger. 
fondly /'fan-dli/ adv © He smiled fondly at his wife. 
fondness /'fand-nas/ n[U] © Ruth has a real fond- 
ness (= liking) for old houses. 


fondle /'fan-dal/ v [T] to touch in a gentle and 
loving way © He fondled the baby’s feet. 


font LETTERS /fant/ n [C] a set of printed letters, 
numbers, and other symbols of the same style © 
The printer can produce a variety of fonts in virtually 
any type size. 

CONTAINER /fant/ n [C] a container for the water 
used in BAPTISM (= religious ceremony) 


food /fu:d/ n [C/U] 1 something that can be 
taken in by an animal and used to keep it alive and 
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allow it to grow or develop, or such things consid- 
ered as a whole © [U] baby/cat food © [C] There 
were a lot of frozen foods in the refrigerator. 2 Some- 
times food means only the solid material eaten by 
animals, and not liquids: [U] He has had no food or 
drink for 24 hours. 


IDIOM with food 


efood for thought something worth thinking se- 
riously about O Thank you for your suggestion — it 
gave us a lot of food for thought. 


food chain n [U] biology a series of living 
things in which each group eats organisms from 
the group lower than itself in the series 


food poisoning n[U] anillness caused by eat- 
ing food that contains harmful bacteria 


food processor n([C]a piece of electric equip- 
ment used for cutting, slicing, or mixing food 
quickly 


food stamp n[C usually pl] a specially printed 
piece of paper worth a specific dollar amount 
which the US government provides to poor people 
for buying food 


foodstuff /‘fu:d-staf/ n [C usually pl] any sub- 
stance used as food 


fool /fu:l/ n [C] a person who behaves in a silly 
way, or someone who lacks judgment © Crazy | 
may be, but I try not to be a fool. 0 | know I’m making 
a fool of myself, but | can’t help it. 0 They were 
dressed up like a bunch of fools. 
fool /fu:l/ v [I/T] © [T] She tries to fool (= deceive) 
people about her age by wearing heavy makeup and 
coloring her hair. © [|] You don’t owe me a penny, | 
was only fooling (= joking). 
fool /fu:l/ adj [not gradable] not standard 0 | made 
a damn fool (= stupid) mistake, but I'll never do it 
again. 
foolish /'fur-lif/ adj stupid or unwise © She was 
afraid that she would look foolish if she refused to go 
along with her friends. © It would be foolish of us to 
assume that everything will work out fine. 
foolishly /‘fur-tf-li/ advo | would just like to know 
that my taxes are not being foolishly spent. 
foolishness /'fu:-lif-nas/ n [U] © My father was 
not one to tolerate foolishness. 


WORD CHOICES fool 


Some common alternatives to “foolish” are 
stupid or silly. 
She was really stupid to quit her job like that. 
It was silly of you to go out in the sun without 
a hat. 


If something or someone is so foolish that that 
thing or person is funny or strange, you can use 
the words absurd, ridiculous, or ludicrous. 
What an absurd thing to say! 
Do | look ridiculous in this hat? 
| think giving young children such expensive 
jewelry is a ludicrous idea. 


You can describe a foolish person as a fool or 
an idiot. 


You were a fool not to take that job. 
Some idiot put a lit match in the wastepaper 
basket. 
In informal situations, if you think people have 
been foolish, you can say that they are out of 
their minds. 
You must be out of your mind spending so 
much money on a car. 


PHRASAL VERBS with fool 


efool around BE SILLY/DANGEROUS to behave in 
a silly or dangerous way © The kids were fooling 
around in the pool. © Stop fooling around with your 
dad's tools. 

efool around CHANGE SOMETHING to change 
something a little, esp. in order to try to make it 
better © Sometimes when you start fooling around 
with a recipe, all sorts of unexpected things happen. 
¢fool with something to use or work with some- 
thing difficult or dangerous © | just don’t like to fool 
with these computers. 


foolhardy /'fu:! hard-i/ adj [-er/-est only] taking 
unnecessary or foolish risks © He made a foolhardy 
attempt to climb the tree to recover his kite. 


foolproof /'fu:l-pru:f/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
plan, method, or machine) designed to be easily 
done or operated without possibility of mistake or 


failure © /t’s not a foolproof system and it never will 
be. 


foot BODY PART /fut/ n[C] p/feet the part of the 
body at the bottom of the leg on which a person 
or animal stands © I’ve got a blister on my left foot. 
© He got to/jumped to/rose to his feet (= stood up) 
to get a better look at the parade passing by. © I've 
been on my feet (= standing) all day serving cus- 
tomers. O The driver of the stolen car fled the scene 
on foot (= walking). 

MEASUREMENT /fut/, abbreviation ft., symbol’ n [C] 
pl foot, feet a unit of measurement of length 
equal to 12 inches or 0.3048 meters 


BOTTOM /fut/ n (U] the bottom or end of a space 
or object O She dreamed she saw someone standing 
at the foot of her bed. 


IDIOMS with foot 


efoot the bill to pay for something, esp. some- 
thing expensive © His parents can’t afford to foot 
the bill for his college education. 

e(back) on your feet healthy again © The doctor 
said he’d be back on his feet again soon. 


footage /'fot-1d3/ n [U] film or VIDEOTAPE that 


shows a single event or place © Footage showing 
entire city blocks in flames flickered nightly on TV. 


football /'fut-b2:1/ n [C/U] 1 (the oval ball used 


in) a game played by two teams in which each 
team tries to kick, run with, or throw the ball across 
the opposing team’s goal line to score points. 
American and Canadian football differ in the num- 
ber of players, the size of the field, and some rules 
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of play. 0 [C] Mom bought me a football. © [U] Let’s 
play football after lunch. 2 Football also means 
SOCCER in most of the world. 


footbridge /‘fot-brid3/ n[C] a bridge for peo- 
ple to walk across 


foothill /‘fot-hil/ n [C usually pl] a low hill at the 
base of a mountain or group of mountains 


foothold SAFE PLACE /'fut-hould/ n[C] a place 
where you can safely put your feet, esp. when 
climbing © She searched desperately for a foothold 
in the steep rock. 

SITUATION /'fut-hould/ n [C] a situation in which 
someone has obtained the power or influence 
needed to get what is wanted © /n buying their 
business, the company gains a major foothold in a 
market it considers critical to the future of the 
industry. 


footing FEET /‘fut-1n/ n[U] a firm position of the 
feet © He lost his footing and tumbled into the water. 

CONDITION /'fut-19/ n [U] a position or condition 
on which something exists © Both sides need to be- 
gin negotiations on equal footing. 


footlights /‘fut-larts/ p/n the lights that are in 
a row along the floor at the front of a STAGE in a 
theater 


footlocker /‘fut lak-ar/ n [C] a large, rectan- 
gular container used to hold clothing and personal 
possessions 


footloose /‘fut-lu:s/ adj free to do what pleases 
you or go where you like © He’s able to go from 
footloose farm boy in the morning to concerned busi- 
nessman in the afternoon. 


footnote /'fut-nout/ n[C] a note at the bottom 
of a page that gives extra information about some- 
thing in the text on that page 


footpath /'fot-pz/ n [C] a path for walking 


footprint FOOT MARK /‘fut-print/ n[C] a mark 
left on a surface by a foot © There was not a single 
footprint in the sand. 

AREA /'fut-print/ n [C] the shape on the ground 
that is covered by something such as a building 


footstep /‘fut-step/ n [C] the movement or 
sound of each step a person takes when walking © 
We never saw anyone in the building, but sometimes 
we heard footsteps down the hall. 


footstool /'fut-stu:!/ n [C] a low piece of furni- 
ture on which you can rest your feet while sitting 


footwear /'fut-wer, -wzr/ n [U] shoes, boots, 
or other outer coverings for the feet 


footwork /‘fut-wark/ n [U] the way someone 
uses the feet in sports and dancing, esp. when it 
is skillful O He was one of the all-time great boxers 
with his quick jab and dazzling footwork. 


for TOBE GIVEN /fo:r, far/ prep intended to be 
given to © There’s a phone message for you on your 
desk. © There will be a prize for the best costume at 
the party. 


PURPOSE /fo:r, far/ prep having the purpose of © 
What do you imagine he uses this old thing for? © 
Why don’t you take an aspirin for your headache (= 
to stop it)? 

BECAUSE OF /fo:r, far/ prep because of; as a result 
of (doing something) © She was stopped for speed- 
ing. © The things we do for love! © For some reason, 
she isn’t interested in going out at all tonight. © Cer- 
tain Chicago restaurants are famous for their deep- 
dish pizza. 

INSTEAD OF /fo:r, far/ prep instead of; to help © Let 
me carry those groceries to the car for you. 

TIME/DISTANCE /fo:r, far/ prep showing amount of 
time or distance © We drove for miles. 0 She’s out of 
town for a few days on business. » Usage: during 
or for? at DURING THROUGH 


OCCASION /fo:r, far/ prep on the occasion of or at 
the time of © What are you getting Mom and Dad 
for their anniversary? © We're planning a party for 
Stephen's birthday. © The neighbors invited us for 
dinner (= to eat with them). © What’s for lunch (= 
what will we eat)? 

CONSIDERING /fo:r, far/ prep considering (some- 
thing or someone with reference to things or peo- 
ple as they usually are) © This winter has been mild 
for Canada. © | think Kristy is very mature for her 
age. 

SUPPORT /fo:r, far/ prep in support of or agreement 
with © | voted for her in the last election. 0 We 
thought about moving, and | was all for it, but my 
wife didn’t want to. 

IN RELATION TO /fo:r, far/ prep in relation to (some- 
one or something) © Her feelings for him were ob- 
vious. © That jacket is a bit big for you. 

PAYMENT /fo:r, far/ prep (getting) in exchange © /f 
| take the car in, it’ll be $45 for a tuneup. 

REPRESENTING /fo:r, for/ prep representing (an or- 
ganization or country) © Michael works for a Wash- 
ington-based foundation. © She carried the flag for 
the US at the opening ceremonies. 

TOWARD /fo:r, far/ prep toward; in the direction of 
© Just follow signs for the airport once you're on the 
highway. 

MEANING /fo:r, far/ prep meaning; representing © 
What's another word for “happy”? 

TO GET /f>:r, far/ prep in order to get or have © | 
had to wait half an hour for the bus. © Call the phone 
number below for more information. 

DUTY /f>:r, far/ prep the duty or responsibility of © 
It’s not for her to say whether | should cut my hair. 
BECAUSE /fo:r, far/ conjunction because; as © She 

told the truth, for she had nothing to lose. 


USAGE ; Liane 
for or because? 


For is mostly used to mean “because” or “as a 
result of” in very old-fashioned, especially lit- 
erary English. 


Forgive them O Lord, for they know not what 
they do. 


The usual word today is because. 
Erik ate nothing because he was feeling sick. 
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IDIOMS with for 


efor a price for a lot of money © You can buy any- 
thing you want there — for a price. 0 Compare AT A 
PRICE at PRICE IDIOM 

efor a song infmi very cheaply © She bought that 
antique chest for a song. 

efor crying out loud infm/ | am annoyed or sur- 
prised by this © Oh, for crying out loud, would you 
stop leaving your magazines all over the house! 
for dear life as if you fear you will die © Once the 
rollercoaster got going, we were hanging on for dear 
life. 

efor effect said or done to get a particular reaction 
from someone © He sounds mean, but he’s not — he 
just says those things for effect. 

efor good permanently © She says she’s leaving 
him for good. 

efor goodness’ sake, for Pete’s/heaven’s/pity’s 
sake | am surprised or annoyed by this © For gooa- 
ness’ sake, don’t tell anyone else about this! 

efor keeps to have forever © You can have that 
book for keeps. 

efor old times’ sake done as a reminder of the 
good times you had in the past © Let me buy you 
lunch, for old times’ sake. 

efor one thing one reason is © Celluloid film wasn’t 
perfect — for one thing, it was flammable. 

efor real infm/ actual, true, or real © Is this letter a 
joke or is it for real? © “I'm not talking to him any- 
more.” “For real? (= |s that really true?) ” 

efor short using a short form © Her name’s Alex- 
andra, or Alex for short. 

efor starters infmi as a beginning, with more to 
follow © You have to put down a $500 deposit, and 
that’s just for starters. 

efor sure, for certain infm! definitely, without a 
doubt © | saw him and knew for sure that he had 
come to see me. 

efor the asking easily available © There are a lot of 
organizations that have scholarship money for the 
asking. 

efor the better improving a situation © The new 
teacher made a lot of changes, mostly for the better. 
efor the heck of it infm/ without any purpose ex- 
cept for fun © | drove my van across country just for 
the heck of it. 

efor the time being, for now/for the moment at 
this time © The union voted not to strike for the time 
being. © The situation seems to be peaceful, for now 
at least. O USAGE: Used to say that although one 
set of conditions exists now, the situation could 
change. 

efor the worse making a situation worse © The 
doctor says her condition has changed for the worse. 
efor what it’s worth infm/ used to show that you 
know someone may not care, but you are going 
to say something anyway © Nonetheless, I'd like to 
give my opinion, for what it’s worth. 

enot (do something) for anything (in the world) 
infml to not do something under any conditions © 
It was a fantastic party - | wouldn’t have missed it 
for anything. 


forage /'fo:r-1d3, ‘far-/ v [I/T] to go searching, 
esp. for food © [I] Wild dogs roam the streets, for- 
aging for food. 


force 


foray /'fo:r-e1, 'four-/ n[C] 1 a brief attempt at 
or involvement in an activity outside a person’s or 
organization’s usual range of activities O The opera 
company has made curious forays into contemporary 
music in recent seasons. 2 A foray is also a sudden 
and quick attack by a group of soldiers on an en- 
emy area. 


forbid /fer'bid, fo:r-/ v [T] pres. part. forbidding, 
past simp. forbade, forbid, past part. forbidden to 
not allow something, or to order someone not to 
do something © You can’t forbid me to go. 
forbidden /far'bid-®n, fa:r-/ adj not permitted, 
esp. by rule or law © Automobiles are forbidden on 
the island. © He was strictly forbidden to talk with 
them. 


WORD CHOICES forbid sts 


A common alternative to “forbid” is the phrase 
not allow or not let. 
My parents don't let me stay out late. 
The verbs ban, prohibit, or outlaw can be used 
to talk about officially forbidding something 
using a rule or law. 
The government has banned the sale of lead- 
based paint. 
Vehicles are prohibited from parking on the 
grass. 
The new law outlaws smoking in public 
places. 
lf someone uses official authority to forbid 
something, the verb veto can be used. 
The President vetoed the law after it was 
passed by a narrow margin in the Senate. 
If you forbid someone from taking part in an 
activity, especially because that person has 
done something wrong, you can use the verbs 
disqualify or bar. 
She was disqualified from the competition for 
cheating. 
The incident led to him being barred from 
playing for the rest of the season. 


IDIOM with forbid 


eGod forbid, heaven forbid | hope this does not 
happen © /f there was a fire, God forbid, we’d be 
able to respond to the disaster. 


forbidding /far'bid-1n, fa:r-/ adj appearing un- 
friendly, threatening, or difficult © The mountains 
looked dark and forbidding. 


force PHYSICAL POWER /fo:rs, fours/ n [C/U] 1 
physical, often violent, strength or power © [U] The 
force of the wind knocked down many trees during 
the hurricane. © [U] She had to use force to get the 
old window open. 2 physics A force is a power that 
causes an object to move or that changes move- 
ment. > Picture: lever 
force /fo:rs, fours/ v [T] 1 If the piece won't fit in 
the hole, don’t force it. © He forced his way through 
the crowd to reach the exit. 2 To force a lock, door, 
window, etc., is to break it in order to get in: | 
forgot my house key, so | had to force a window. 
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forced /fa:rst, fourst/ adj [not gradable] © There 
were no obvious signs of forced entry into the house. 
forcible /'foir-sa-bal, 'four-/ adj o The youths had 
been arrested for forcible entry and burglary. 

forcibly /'fo:r-sa-bli, 'four-/ adv o The Ponca In- 
dians were forcibly removed from their lands in 1877. 


INFLUENCE /fo:rs, fours/ n [C/U] strong influence 
and energy, or a person with strong influence and 
energy © [U] The sheer force of her words kept the 
audience glued to their seats. © [C] He was a pow- 
erful force in national politics for 30 years. 
forceful /‘fa:rs-fal, 'fours-/ adj approving © He de- 
veloped a forceful, emotional preaching style. 
forcefully /'fairs-fa-li, 'fours-/ adv approving © He 
argues his case forcefully. 


MAKE DO UNWILLINGLY /fo:rs, fours/ v[T] to make 
someone do something, or make something hap- 
pen, esp. by threatening or not offering the pos- 
sibility of choice © | hate string beans, so | had to 
force myself to eat them. © [+ to infinitive] Anderson 
was forced to leave the game with a bruised knee. © 
| didn't actually want any more dessert, but Julia 
forced it on me. © If callers have information about 
the crime and would like to give their names that is 
fine, but we're not going to force the issue (= make 
them give their names). 
forced /fo:rst, fourst/ adj [not gradable] 1 The 
plane made a forced landing in Denver (= it was un- 
expected but necessary). 2 Forced laughter or a 
forced smile is produced with effort and not sin- 
cerely felt. 
forcible /'fo:r-sa-bal, 'four-/ adj © The editorial 
board of the newspaper called for her forcible retire- 
ment from public life. 
force /fa:rs, fours/ n [C/U] 

MILITARY /fo:rs, fours/ n [C] 1 an organized and 
trained military group © the armed forces © the Air 
Force © UN forces continue to provide relief in the 
war-torn region. 2 Force is also military strength. 

GROUP /fo:rs, fours/ n [C] 1 a group of people who 
do the same job © a sales force © the police force 2 
If a person or group joins or combines forces with 
another person or group, they agree to work 
together. 


WORD FAMILY force 


Nouns force Verbs force 


Adjectives forced 
forceful 
forcible 


Adverbs forcefully 
forcibly 


IDIOMS with force 


ea force to be reckoned with an organization or 
a person with a lot of power and influence © The 
senator was still a force to be reckoned with, in spite 
of his age. 

eby force of habit because it is a habit © By ferce 
of habit | always hung the house keys on a hook next 
to the front door. 

ein force 1 in large numbers © Volunteers turned 
out in force to plant pines, crab-apple trees, and lilac 
bushes. 2 \f laws, rules, or systems are in force, they 
exist and are being used: New regulations limiting 
fishing on this river are now in force. 


force-feed FEED v [T] past -fed to force (a per- 
son or animal) to eat and drink, often by sending 
food to the stomach through a tube in the mouth 


TEACH v [T] past -fed to force (someone) to learn 
something or accept an opinion or belief © Children 
should not be force-fed this nonsense in school. 


forceps /'fo:r-seps, -seps/ p! na medical instru- 
ment used for holding things firmly 


ford /fo:rd, fourd/ n [C] a place in a river where 
the water is not deep, making it possible to get 
across 
ford /fa:rd, fourd/ v [T] © The horses forded the 
river without any problems. 


fore /fa:r, four/ n 1 anoticeable or public position: 
The presidential campaign has brought the issue of 
big political contributions to the fore. 2 The fore is 
also the front, or a position at the front 
fore /fa:r, four/ adj, adv [not gradable] in or to- 
ward the front part of something, esp. a boat 


forearm /'fo:r-arm, 'four-/ n [C] the lower part 
of the arm, between the wrist and the ELBOW 


forebear, forbear /'fo:r-ber, ‘four-, -baer/ n [C 
usually pl] an ANCESTOR 


foreboding /f2:r'boud-1n, four-/ n [U] the feel- 
ing that something bad is going to happen © The 
gloomy weather gave me a sense of foreboding. 


forecast /'fo:r-kest, 'four-/ n[C] a statement of 
what is likely to happen in the future © The forecast 
is heavy rain for tomorrow. 
forecast /'foir-kest, ‘four-/ v [T] past forecast, 
forecasted © The government is forecasting that un- 
employment will continue to fall. 
forecaster /'fo:r,kas-tar, ‘four-/ n [C] © a 
weather forecaster 


foreclose /fs:r'klouz, four-/ v [I] (esp. of banks) 
to take control of the property of owners because 
they did not pay back the bank’s money borrowed 
to pay for it 


forefathers /'fs:r ,fad-arz, 'four-/ p/n members 
of a family, national, or religious group who lived 
in the past © Mario is spending the summer in Italy, 
the land of his forefathers. 


forefinger /‘fa:r fin-ger, 'four-/ n[C] the finger 
next to the thumb; INDEX FINGER © He held a tiny 
seed between his thumb and forefinger. 


forefront /‘fo:r-frant, ‘four-/ n [U] the most im- 
portant or leading position © She was in the fore- 
front on many social issues of her day. 


forego /fs:r'gou, four-/ v [T] © See at FORGO 


foregone conclusion / fs:r,g2:n-ken'klu:: 
3on, ,four-, -,gan-/ n [C] a result that is obvious 
before it happens © Democrats so outnumber Re- 
publicans here that if you are nominated as a Dem- 
ocrat, it’s a foregone conclusion you will be elected. 


foreground /'fs:r-graund, 'four-/ n[C] art the 
things in a picture that seem nearest to you O The 
children are in the foreground in front of our house. 
© Compare BACKGROUND THINGS BEHIND 
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forehand /'‘fo:r-hznd, 'four-/ n [C] (in sports 
such as tennis) a way of hitting the ball in which 
the inside part of the hand that is holding the 
RACKET (= piece of equipment) faces the direction 
of movement of the ball, or the player’s ability to 
perform this hit O Compare BACKHAND 


forehead /‘far-ad, ‘fo:r-; 'fo:r-hed, ‘four-/ n[C] 
the flat part of the face, above the eyes and below 
the hair 


foreign /‘fo:r-an, ‘far-/ adj [not gradable] be- 
longing or connected to a country that is not your 
own or is not the one you are in © a foreign country 
© a foreign language 
foreigner /'fo:r-a-nar, ‘far-/ n [C] a person who 
comes from another country » Usage: strange or 
foreign? at STRANGE NOT FAMILIAR 

SPELLING = i 


i cm 


foreign 


Many people make mistakes when spelling this 
word. The correct spelling of the last syllable is 
“eign.” 

The past is a foreign country. 


foreign policy 7 [C] politics & government 
a country’s ways of dealing with other countries 


foreman /'fo:r-man, 'four-/ n [C] pi -men 1 a 
skilled person who is in charge of a group of work- 
ers O After four years on the job, he was promoted 
to foreman. 2 law |n a court of law, the foreman on 
the JURY is the person who is in charge of and 
speaks for the jury. 


foremost /'fo:r-moust, 'four-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] best known or most important © He was one 
of the foremost actors of his day. 


forensic /fa'ren:sik, -z1k/ adj [not gradable] us- 
ing the methods of science to provide information 
about a crime © forensic medicine 


forerunner /'fo:r,ran-ar, 'four-/ n[C] an early, 
often less advanced model of something © His ma- 
chine was a forerunner of the modern computer. 


foresee /fo:r'si:, four-/ v [T] past simp. foresaw, 
past part. foreseen to realize or understand some- 
thing in advance or before it happens © He foresaw 
the need for cars that would be less polluting. 
foreseeable /fo:r'si:-a-bal, four-, far-/ adj [not 
gradable] able to be understood in advance © Un- 
fortunately, he was likely to remain in power for the 
foreseeable future (= for a long time, beyond which 
no one could say what would happen). 


foreshadow /fo:r' fed-ou, four-/ v [T] (of a 
past event) to suggest the happening of a future 
event O Low unemployment may foreshadow wage 
and price increases. 
foreshadowing /fo:r'feed-ou-1n, four-/ n [U] 
literature the use of details, description, and 
mood that will take on more meaning later in a 
written work 


foresight /‘fo:r-sait, ‘four-/ n [U] the ability to 
judge correctly what is going to happen © [+ to 


fo rge 


infinitive] She had the foresight to sell her house just 
before prices came down. 


foreskin /'fo:r-skin, 'four-/ n [C] the loose skin 
that covers the end of the PENIS (= male sex organ) 


forest /'fo:r-ast, 'far-/ n [C/U] a large area full of 
trees, usually wild © [U] We camped out in a clearing 
in the forest. 
forestry /'fo:r-a-stri, ‘far-/ n [U] the science of 
caring for forests © He studied forestry at Colorado 
State University. 


WORD FAMILY forest 


Nouns forest 
forestry 


forestall /fo:r'sto:|, four-/ v [T] to prevent some- 
thing from happening by acting first © Many doc- 
tors prescribe aspirin to forestall second heart 
attacks. 


foretaste /'fo:r-terst, 'four-/ n[C] an experience 
that lets you know in advance what something will 
be like © Her job as an intern during the summer 
gave her a foretaste of the world of work. 


forever /fa'rev-ar, fo:-; esp. Southern fa'ev-ar/ adv 
[not gradable] 1 for all time, without end © No- 
body lives forever. 2 Forever can also mean always 
or frequently: She was forever late for appointments. 
© He was forever saying that he’d pay me back, but 
he never did. 


forewoman /'fo:r,wom-an, 'four-/ n [C] pf 
-women 17 a skilled woman who is in charge of a 
group of workers 2 /aw In a court of law, the fore- 
woman on the JURY is a woman who is in charge 
of and speaks for the jury. © The jury forewoman 
slowly read each of the not-guilty verdicts. 


foreword /'fo:r-ward, 'four-/ n [C] writing an 
introduction to a book, sometimes by someone 
who Is not the person who wrote the book 


forfeit /‘fo:r-fat, -fit/ v [T] to give up or lose 
something because you cannot do something that 
the rules or the law says you must do © She had to 
forfeit the tennis match after she fell and hurt her 
wrist. 
forfeit /'fo:r-fat, -frt/ n [C/U] © [C] Throwing ob- 
jects on the field, the umpire said, would result in the 
forfeit of the game by the home team. 


forgave /far'gely, fo:r-/ past simple of FORGIVE 


forge COPY ILLEGALLY /fo:rd3, fourd3/ v [T] to 
make an illegal copy of something in order to de- 
ceive O He was accused of forging his father’s sig- 
nature on the check. 
forger /'fo:r-d3a, 'four-/ n [C] © He was the forger 
of a painting sold as a Rembrandt. 
forgery /‘foir-d3a-ri, 'four-/ n [C/U] © [C] These 
twenty-dollar bills are forgeries. © [U] He was con- 
victed of forgery. 

MAKE /fo:rd3, fourd3/ v [T] to make or produce, 
esp. with difficulty © Baker had worked for months 
to forge a peace plan that both sides could accept. 

MOVE /fo:rd3, fourd3/ v [I always + adv/prep]:to 
move forward in a determined way although pro- 
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gress is difficult © She forged ahead with her plans 
to stage a protest in Washington. 

WORK AREA /fo:rd3, fourd3/ n [C] a working area 
with a fire for heating metal until it is soft enough 
to be beaten into different shapes © a blacksmith’s 
forge 


forget /far'get, fo:r-/ v[I/T] pres. part. forgetting, 
past simp. forgot, past part. forgotten, forgot 1 to 
be unable to remember; fail to remember © [T] 
You'd better not forget your mother’s birthday. © [+ 
(that) clause] She forgot (that) she had a dental ap- 
pointment. © [+ to infinitive] Don’t forget to lock the 
car. 2 To forget (about) is to stop thinking about 
someone or something, or to stop thinking about 
doing something: [T] / wish | could forget him but 
I can’t. © [I] I’m afraid we'll have to forget about 
going to the beach — it’s raining. 
forgetful /far'get-fal, foir-/ adj likely to forget 
things © She worries because her father is getting 
forgetful. 


WORD FAMILY forget 


Adjectives forgetful Verbs forget 
unforgettable Adverbs forgetfully 


WORD CHOICES forget — 


The expression slip someone's mind is often 
used informally when someone forgets to do 
something. 
| meant to tell you that he’d phoned, but it 
completely slipped my mind. 
lf a word is on the tip of your tongue, you have 
forgotten it but think that you will very soon 
remember it. 
Oh, what was that movie called? It’s on the 
tip of my tongue. 
if something such as a name escapes you, you 
cannot remember it. 
The name of her book escapes me at the 
moment. 
lf someone suddenly forgets something, you 
can say their mind goes blank. 
I tried to remember her name but my mind 
went blank. 
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IDIOM with forget 


eforget (about) it infmi used to say that some- 
thing that happened was not important or not 
something to worry about: “/’m sorry | was late.” 
“Forget it.” 


forget-me-not /far'get-mi: nat, fo:r-/ n[C] a 
plant having small blue flowers 


forgive /far'giv, fo:r-/ v [T] past simp. forgave, 
past part. forgiven to stop being angry with some- 
one who has done something wrong © She apolo- 
gized and he forgave her. © | can’t forgive someone 
who has treated me so badly. 
forgiveness /far'gtv-nas, fo:r-/ n [U] © To my 
family and friends, | beg your forgiveness for the lies 
I’ve told. 


WORD FAMILY forgive 


Nouns forgiveness Verbs forgive 


forgo, forego /fo:r'gou, four-/ v [T] forgoes, pres. 
part. forgoing, past simp. forwent, past part. for- 
gone to give up or do without © She decided to 
forgo flowers at the funeral and asked people to send 
money to a charity instead. 


fork TOOL /fo:rk/ n [C] a common tool used in 
eating that usually has three or four stiff metal 
points attached to a handle © The knives and forks 
go in the middle drawer. 

DIVISION /fo:rk/ n [C] the place where a single 
thing divides into two or more parts, or one of the 
parts © a fork in the road 
fork /fo:rk/ v [I] © You'll come to our house just 
before the road forks. 


PHRASAL VERB with fork 


efork over something [M] infmi to give away some- 
thing, esp. on demand © He had to fork over $125 
for the traffic ticket. 


forklift /‘fo: ,klift/ n [C] a vehicle with two bars 
in the front for moving and lifting heavy goods 


forlorn /fo:r'lo:irn, far-/ adj looking or feeling 
alone and sad because you need help but do not 
expect to get it © As / left little Bobby on his first day 
of school, he gave me such a forlorn look. 


form COME TOGETHER /f2:rm/ v [I/T] to come 
together and make a particular order or shape © 
[+ to infinitive] A crowd formed to watch the fire. © 
[T] Please form a single line. © [T] The geese flying 
overhead formed a V-shaped pattern. 
form /fo:rm/ n [C] the shape or appearance of 
something © The stadium was in the form of a circle. 
formation /fo:r'mer:fan/ n [C/U] 1 the process 
by which something comes into existence or be- 
gins to have a particular order or shape © [U] They 
called for the formation of a committee to investigate 
corruption. 2 A formation is the particular form that 
something has taken, or the things or people hav- 
ing this form: [C] unusual cloud formations © [U] 
The soldiers marched in formation (= in an orderly 
arrangement). 
formative /'fo:r-mat-1v/ adj [not gradable] de- 
veloping and not yet completely formed © the for- 
mative years of adolescence 


BEGIN HAVING /fo:rm/ v [T] to begin to have © | 
formed the opinion that | was not really welcome 
there any more. 


BEGIN /fo:rm/ v [T] to begin something, esp. or- 
ganizing people or things © We formed a commu- 
nity group to help people who are sick or disabled. © 
They formed a new publishing company. 


TYPE /fo:rm/ n [C] a type or kind of something, or 
the particular way in which something exists © / 
was always more interested in poetry than in other 
forms of literature. © She has a mild form of the flu 
and should be OK in a few days. © The medicine 
comes in the form of a liquid or pills. 
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371 forthcoming 


DOCUMENT /fo:rm/ n [C] something, usually pa- 
per, that has spaces marked where you fill in in- 
formation © Fill out an application form and we will 
let you know if a job opens up. 


ART/MUSIC /f>:rm/ n [C] 1 literature the organi- 
zation, shape, and structure of a written work 2 
art, music Form in a work of art or piece of music 
is the design or arrangement of it that it shares 
with other works of the same type 


BEHAVIOR /f2:rm/ n [U] the way in which someone 
does something © He was in great form and won 
the golf tournament by 7 strokes. 


WORD FAMILY form 


Nouns form 
formation 
reformation 
transformation 
reformer 
transformer 


Adjectives reformed 
formative 


Verbs form 
reform 


transform 


formal /'fo:r-mal/ adj 1 using an agreed and of- 
ten official or traditional way of doing things © 
There are formal procedures for applying to become 
a US citizen. 2 \f a social occasion is formal, you 
wear traditional or very good clothes: /t was a for- 
mal affair, and men were supposed to wear dark suits 
or tuxedos. 3 Formal language is the language 
used esp. in writing in situations that are official 
and which is often more difficult than the lan- 
guage used in ordinary conversation. 4 Formal 
education/training is the learning of a subject or 
skill from courses in a school: His formal education 
ended at the sixth grade, but he became a millionaire 
at the age of thirty. 
Soni leuieariA n[C] a dance at which women 
wear fashionable, expensive dresses and men wear 
TUXEDOS or similar clothes 
formally /'fo:r-ma:li/ advo You will receive a letter 
formally confirming (= officially stating) your ap- 
pointment as professor of English. 
formalize /'foir-ma,laiz/ v [T] to make some- 
thing official O The trade agreement was formalized 
with Congress's approval of the bill. 
formality /fo:r'meel-at-i/ n 1 something done 
because it follows the usual or accepted way of 
doing things, although it may not be important © 
[C] There were only a few legal formalities to be fin- 
ished, and he would be free to leave the country. © 
[C] It was just a mere formality. 2 Formality is also 
formal behavior or appearance. » Confusables: 
typical or formal? at TYPE CHARACTERISTICS 


WORD FAMILY formal 


Nouns formal Adjectives formal 


informal 


formality 
informality 


Adverbs formally 


Verbs formalize informally 


format © /‘fo:r-mzt/ n [C] the way in which 
something is shown or arranged © The two candi- 
dates could not agree on the format of the TV debate. 
format /'fo:r-maet/ v [T] -tt- If you format a text 


or a disk on a computer, you organize it according 
to chosen patterns. 


formation /fs:r'mer-fan/ n [C/U] earth sei- 
ence a large area of rock that has characteristics 
different from the land surrounding it 


former EARLIER /'fo:r-mar/ adj [not gradable] of 
an earlier time, but not now © The former president 
lives on his ranch. 
formerly /‘fo:r-mar-li/ adv [not gradable] before 
the present time or in the past © Formerly, he had 
gone regularly to Europe, but now he seldom 
traveled. 


FIRST /'foir-mar/ n [U] the first of two people, 
things, or groups previously mentioned © Of the 
two suggestions, | prefer the former. O Compare LAT- 
TER SECOND 


formidable /‘fo:r-mad-a-bal, fo:r'mid-, far 
'mid-/ adj strong and powerful, and therefore dif- 
ficult to deal with if opposed to you O There were 
formidable obstacles to reaching an early settlement 
of the dispute. 


formula © /'fo:r-mja-la/ n [C/U] 1 the exact 
chemical parts that a mixture consists of © [C] The 
company announced that it was changing its soft- 
drink formula to make it sweeter. 2 Formula is a liq- 
uid food mixture that is fed to babies instead of 
mother’s milk. 3 A formula is also any plan or 
method for doing something well: [C usually sing] 
The formula for success in business, he said, is a will- 
ingness to take risks. 4 mathematics A formula is 
an EQUATION (= set of numbers and letters rep- 
resenting two equal amounts) that shows how one 
amount depends on one or more other amounts. 
formulation © /,fo:r-mja'ler- fan/ n[C/U] 1 the 
activity of creating or preparing something © His 
main achievement was the formulation of com- 
pounds needed to sustain cells in test tubes. 2 A for- 
mulation is also a particular combination of ideas, 
words, or substances: The preservative has been 
phased out of most flu formulations because of side 
effects. 


formulate © /‘fs:r-mja,leit/ v [T] to create 
something, esp. by putting together different 
parts O The Administration said it was formulating a 
new policy for the Middle East. 0 New drugs are being 
formulated to combat AIDS. 


forsake /far'serk, fo:r-/ v [T] past simp. forsook, 
past part. forsaken fmi to leave forever or to give up 
completely © / thought she might forsake ballet in 
favor of Irish dancing. 


fort /fo:rt, fourt/ n [C] a building or group of 
buildings contained in an area enclosed by a 
strong wall and designed to be used by soldiers in 
defending against attack 


forte /'fo:r-te1, fo:rt, fourt/ n [C usually sing] 
something that a person can do well; a strong abil- 
ity O Singing is definitely her forte. 

forth /fs:r8, foure/ adv [not gradable] out so that 


it can be seen or heard © A round of applause burst 
forth. 


forthcoming © SOON /fs:re'kam-1n, fouré-/ 
adj [not gradable] happening soon © the forthcom- 
ing conference 
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WILLING /fo:ré'kam-1n, fourd-/ adj willing to give 
information or to talk; friendly and helpful © He has 
not been forthcoming about the details of his 
contract. 

SUPPLIED /fo:r6'kam-1n, fourd-/ adj [not gradable] 
supplied or offered when wanted © No explanation 
for his absence was forthcoming. 


forthright /‘fo:r-erait, 'four-/ adj honest or di- 
rect in expressing one’s thoughts or feelings © 
forthright comments © She's pretty forthright about 
her opinions. 


fortieth /'fo:rt-i:-30/ adj, adv, no See at FORTY 


fortify /‘fo:rt-e,far/ v [T] to strengthen some- 
thing, esp. in order to protect it O Property owners 
have to fortify their oceanfront homes against 
weather damage. © These reforms are aimed at for- 
tifying the political system. 
fortified /'fo:rt-a ,fard/ adj 1 Children should not 
eat highly fortified cereals (= ones with added 
healthful substances). 2 A fortified town has strong 
walls that can be defended against enemies. 
fortification /fo:rt-a-fa'ker-fan/ no (U] | hada 
cup of tea as fortification for the afternoon’s work. © 
[pl] Those towers were part of the city’s fortifications 
(= buildings, walls, etc., built as protection). 


fortitude /'fo:rt-a,tu:d/ n [U] bravery when 
dealing with pain or difficulty, esp. over a long pe- 
riod © Throughout his illness, he showed great 
fortitude. 


fortnight /‘fo:rt-natt, ‘fourt-/ n [C usually sing] 
Br a period of two weeks 


fortress /'fo:r-tras/ n[C] a large, strong building 
or group of buildings that can be defended from 
attack 


fortuitous /fo:r'tu:-at-as/ adj (esp. of some- 
thing to your advantage) happening by chance © 
We made a fortuitous escape. © The discovery of the 
files was fortuitous. 
fortuitously /fo:r'tu:-at-a-sli/ adv O They had 
fortuitously been out of the house when the fire 
started. 


fortunate /'fo:r-tfa-nat/ adj receiving or bring- 
ing a good thing that was uncertain or unexpected 
0 a fortunate choice © [+ to infinitive] You're fortu- 
nate to have found such a pleasant house. © {+ that 
clause] /t was fortunate that you left in time. 
fortunately /'‘foir-tfa-nat-li/ adv [not gradable] 
© Fortunately we were already home when it started 
fo snow. 


fortune WEALTH /'fo:r-tfan/ n [C] a very large 
amount of money or property © They made a for- 
tune in real estate. © This dress cost a (small) fortune 
(= a lot of money). 

CHANCE /'fo:r-tfan/ n [C/U] 1 the set of good or 
bad events that happen to you and have an effect 
on your life o [U] He had the good fortune to be 
awarded a scholarship. 2 lf someone tells your for- 
tune, that person tries to discover what will hap- 
pen to you in the future, for example by looking 


at the lines on your hands or by using a special set 
of cards. 


WORD FAMILY fortune 


Nouns 


Adverbs fortunately 
unfortunately 


fortune 


Adjectives fortunate 
unfortunate 


fortune cookie n [C] a cookie containing a 
message, usually about your future, that you get 
at Chinese restaurants in the US 


fortune teller n [C] a person who tells you 
what that person thinks will happen to you in the 
future 


forty /'fo:rt-i/ number 40 © Forty children have 
signed up for the trip. © a forty-gallon tank 
forties, 40s, 40’s /'fo:rt-iz/ p! n the numbers 40 
through 49 © The temperature will be in the forties 
(= between 40° and 49°) today. © Our house was 
built in the forties (= between 1940 and 1949). 0 
They are both in their forties (= between 40 and 49 
years old). 
fortieth /'‘fo:rt-i:-20/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 He married 
in his fortieth year. 2 A fortieth is one of forty equal 
parts of something. 


forum /'fo:r-am, 'four-/ n [C] an occasion or a 
place for talking about a matter of public interest 
© The university sponsored a forum on affirmative 
action. 


forward LEADING /'fo:r-ward/ adj [not grada- 
ble] directed toward the front or in the direction 
you are facing, or directed toward the future © a 
forward motion © the forward part of an airplane 
forward /'fo:r-ward/, forwards /‘fo:r-wardz/ adv 
[not gradable] toward the front, toward the direc- 
tion in which you are facing, or toward a future 
time or better condition © | leaned forward and 
glared at her. © The project moved forward slowly. © 
Set your clocks forward one hour to daylight saving 
time. © (fig.) Because of the story in the paper, a 
witness came forward (= spoke to authorities). © 
Compare BACKWARD TOWARD THE BACK 


TOO CONFIDENT /'fo:r-ward/ adj too noticeable or 
confident; rude © /t was awfully forward of him to 
invite himself over for dinner. 


SEND /'fo:r-ward/ v [T] 1 to send E-MAIL to some- 
one else or to a different address after you have 
received it © II! forward that e-mail to you. 2 To 
forward something that you have received means 
to send it to a different place: The post office will 
forward my mail while I’m away. 

SPORTS /'fo:r-ward/ n [C] a player whose position 
is nearer the opposing team’s goal in team sports 
such as BASKETBALL, SOCCER, and HOCKEY 


forwarding address n [C] the address 
where you want your mail sent after you have left 
the place where it was originally sent 


forward-looking, forward-thinking adj 
planning for the future, esp. in a new or creative 
way 
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forwent /fo:r'went, four-/ past simple of FORGO 


fossil /'‘fas:al/ n [C] biology, earth science part 
of a plant or animal, or its shape, that has been 
preserved in rock or earth for a very long period 
fossilize /'‘fas-a,laiz/ v [I] earth science to be- 
come a fossil 


fossil fuel n[C] a fuel such as gas, coal, and oil 
that has been produced in the earth from plants 
and animals 


fossil record n [C/U] earth science 1 the FOS- 
SILs in a particular group of rocks that give infor- 
mation about how and when those rocks formed 
2 The fossil record is also the set of all fossils to- 
gether that can be used to tell the history of the 
earth. 


foster TAKE CARE OF /'fo:s-tar, 'fas-/ v[T] to take 
care of a child as if it were your own, usually for a 
limited time, without being the child’s legal parent 
© Compare ADOPT TAKE CHILD 
foster /'fa:s-tar, ‘fas-/ adj [not gradable] © A social 
service agency placed the child with a foster family. 

ENCOURAGE /'fo:s-tar, ‘fas-/ v[T] to encourage the 
development or growth of ideas or feelings © / try 
to foster an appreciation for classical music in my 
students. 


Foucault pendulum /fu:'kou ‘pen-d3o- 
lam/ n [C] earth science a PENDULUM (= weight 
on a long rod) that can be used to show that the 
earth spins around 


fought /fos:t/ past simple and past participle of 
FIGHT 


foul UNPLEASANT /faul/ adj [-er/-est only] ex- 
tremely unpleasant © a foul odor © a foul mood © 
They were using foul language (= rude or offensive 
language). 

SPORTS /faul/ n [C] 1 (esp. in BASKETBALL) an act 
that is against the rules of a sport, sometimes caus- 
ing injury to another player, or a punishment given 
to a player for breaking the rules © an intentional 
foul 0 a flagrant foul 2 In baseball, foul also means 
FOUL BALL. 
foul /faul/ v [I/T] © [I] Sahlstrom was fouled after 
the shot. 

MAKE DIRTY /faul/ v [T] to pollute something or 
make it dirty © The oil slick fouled the California 
coastline. 

PHRASAL VERB with foul 
efoul up (something) [M] infmi to spoil or damage 
something, esp. by making a mistake or doing 
something stupid © | think antipollution devices re- 
ally foul up a lot of engines. © If you foul up, tell the 
president and correct it fast. © Related noun: FOUL- 
UP 


foul ball n [C] in baseball, a ball hit outside the 
playing field on either side 


foul play n [U] a criminal, usually violent, act, 
esp. murder 


foul shot n [C] in BASKETBALL, a FREE THROW 


373 four-letter word 


foul-up n [C] infmia big or stupid mistake that 
upsets people © | do not allow any foul-ups in this 
company. © Related verb: FOUL UP 


found © FIND /faund/ past simple and past par- 
ticiple of FIND 

BEGIN /faund/ v [T] to bring something into exis- 
tence © She donated money to help found a wildlife 
refuge. 0 New Orleans was founded by the French in 
Ao. 
foundation © /faun'der:fan/ n[U] © The foun- 
dation of the children’s home was made possible by 
a generous contributor. 
founder @ /'faun-dar/ n[C] © She is the founder 
and managing director of the company. © See also: 
FOUNDER 


BASE /faund/ v [T always + adv/prep] to base a be- 
lief, claim, idea, etc. on something © This case was 
founded on insufficient evidence. 
foundation /faun ‘der: Jan/ n[U] © These charges 
are completely without foundation (= false). 


foundation © BASE /faun'der-fan/ n [C] the 
base that is built below the surface of the ground 
to support a building © a concrete foundation © 
(fig.) The two leaders have laid the foundations of a 
new era of cooperation between their countries. 


ORGANIZATION /foun'der:fan/ n [C] an organiza- 
tion that has been established to provide financial 
support for activities and groups that are useful or 
helpful © the Ford Foundation 


founder /‘faun-dar/ v [I] to fill with water and 
sink, or fig. to fail © The ship foundered in a heavy 
storm. © (fig.) Plans for a new airport have foundered 
because of budget cuts. © See also: FOUNDER at 
FOUND BEGIN 


founding father n [C] world history a 
FOUNDER of a country, organization, or idea O The 
Founding Fathers of the United States were the men 
who wrote and approved the US Constitution in 
1787 


foundry /'foun-dri/ n [C] a factory where metal 
is melted and poured into specially shaped con- 
tainers to produce machine parts 


fountain /'faunt:2n/ n[C] a stream of water that 
is forced up into the air through a small hole, esp. 
for decorative effect, or the structure from which 
this flows © the fountain in Central Park 


four /fo:r, four/ number 1 4 © A square has four 
sides. O a four-part television series 2 Four can also 
mean four o’clock. 
fourth /fo:r8, foure/ adj, adv, n [C] 1 Mark fin- 
ished fourth in the race. © [C] My birthday is on the 
fourth of December. 2 A fourth is one of four equal 
parts of something. 


four-leaf clover n[C] a CLOVER plant that has 
four leaves, instead of the usual three, and that 
some people think brings good luck 


four-letter word n [C] a short, rude or of- 
fensive word 
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fourteen 
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fourteen /fo:rt'ti:n, fourt-/ number 14 © Four- 
teen people will be coming to dinner. © a fourteen- 
week program 
fourteenth /fo:rt 'tizn8, fourt-/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 
the fourteenth edition of the book © [C] Could we 
arrange a meeting for the fourteenth of April? 2 A 
fourteenth is one of fourteen equal parts of 
something. 


Fourth of July 1 [C usually sing] the national 
holiday in the US that celebrates its independence 
from Great Britain in 1776 © The Fourth of July is 
traditionally celebrated with fireworks. 


four-wheel drive n [U] a system by which 
the engine of a vehicle supplies power to all four 
wheels, so that it can travel easily over rough 
ground 


fowl /faul/ n [C/U] p! fowl, fowls a bird of a type 
that is used to produce meat or eggs © [U] / now 
eat more fish and fowl and less red meat. 


fox /faks/ n [C/U] a wild mammal belonging to 
the dog family which has a pointed face and ears, 
a wide furry tail, and often red-brown fur, or the 
fur of this animal © [C] A fox who had smelled the 
chickens came out of the woods into the yard. 
foxy /'fak-si/ adj 0 The company’s foxy (= quick 
and_ intelligent) chairman outmaneuvered his 
competitors. 


foxhole /‘faks-houl/ n [C] a hole dug in the 
ground and used by soldiers as a shelter from en- 
emy attack 


foyer /‘for-ar, 'for-er/ n [C] 1 a large, open area 
just inside the entrance of a public building such 
as a theater or hotel; LOBBY 2 A foyer is also the 
room in a house or apartment that leads from the 
front door to other rooms. 


fracas /'frer-kas, 'fraek:as/ n[C] a noisy argument 
or fight © The players got into a scuffle, both benches 
cleared, and some fans joined the fracas. 


fraction /'‘frek-fan/ n [C] 1 mathematics a 
number that results from dividing one WHOLE 
NUMBER (= a number with no part of a number 
after it) by another © 1/4 and 0.25 are different 
ways of representing the same fraction. 2 A fraction 
is also a very small part or amount of something: 
Counterfeits are sold at a fraction of the cost of the 
genuine articles. © Juries often hear only a fraction of 
the story. 
fractional adj mathematics 


fractional distillation /'frak-jan- dis: 
ta'ler-fan/ n[U] chemistry the process of separat- 
ing parts of a liquid by heating it gradually so that 
different parts become gas, rise up, then turn back 
into liquid that can be collected as they cool 


fractious /‘fraek: Jas/ adj tending to argue, fight, 
or complain, and hard to control © fractious rela- 
tionships © the fractious nature of politics 


fracture /‘fraek-tfar/ v [I/T] to crack or break 
something, esp. a bone © [T] She fractured her skull 
in the accident. © [l] This mineral fractures along 
straight lines. 


fracture /'‘fraek-tfar/ n [C/U] 1 He had a hairline 
fracture of the toe (= a thin crack in the bone). 2 
earth science Fracture is also the way that a par- 
ticular kind of rock usually breaks, or the shape of 
broken pieces. 


fragile /‘freed3-al, -ail/ adj easily damaged, bro- 
ken, or harmed © a fragile piece of metal © Their 
argument showed us how fragile the teammate re- 
lationship can be. © | feel fragile, as if a breath of 
wind could knock me over. 
fragility /fra'dzil-at-i/ n [U] © She was a strong 
woman, with no hint of fragility about her. 


fragment /'freg:mant/ n [C] a small piece or 
part, esp. one that is broken off of something © a 
bone fragment © a fragment of Indian pottery © She 
read a fragment of the story. 
fragmented /'fraeg,ment-od/ adj separated 
into or consisting of several parts © a fragmented 
narrative © a country fragmented by social strife 
fragmentary /'freeg:-man,teri/ adj existing 
only in small parts and not complete © Tom talks 
in images that are fast and fragmentary. © The sur- 
viving evidence is fragmentary. 


fragrance /'fret-grans/ n [C] a sweet or pleas- 
ant smell © The shampoo has a light fragrance of 
herb and plant extracts. 
fragrant /'fret-grant/ adj © the fragrant bouquet 
of roses 


frail /fretl/ adj [-er/-est only] physically weak, or 
easily damaged, broken, or harmed © He’s always 
in frail health. © The shirt is old and frail, and the 
threads look ready to part. 
frailty /'frerl-ti/ n [C/U] 1 [U] Despite his frailty, he 
continued to travel. 2 Frailty also means moral 
weakness: [C] human frailties such as selfishness 
and greed 


frame BORDER /freim/ n [C] a border that en- 
closes and supports a picture, mirror, etc. © She put 
his picture in a silver frame. 
frame /frerm/ v [T] to fix a border around a pic- 
ture, photograph, etc., often with glass in front of 
it © We had our wedding pictures framed. © (fig.) Her 
small face was framed by the open door. 


STRUCTURE /freim/ n[C] a structure that holds the 
parts of an object in position and gives them sup- 
port © The houses have wood frames built on con- 
crete slabs. 
frames /fretmz/ pi n the part of a pair of eye- 
glasses that holds the LENSES (= parts that you see 
through) in position 

BODY /freim/ n[C] a person’s body when referring 
to its size or structure © He eased his lean frame into 
a chair. 


EXPRESS /fretm/ v [T] to carefully plan or organize 
ideas, suggestions, methods, etc., in a particular 
way © Their conclusions are framed in such a way 
that if one piece of evidence were shown to be false, 
the argument would be suspect. 
frame /fretm/ n 


MAKE GUILTY /freim/ v [T] infm/! to make a person 
seem to be guilty of a crime by providing false 
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information © /t looked like somebody was trying to 
frame him. 


IDIOM with frame 


¢ frame of mind someone’s mood or the particular 
way someone thinks or feels about something © 
That music puts me in a romantic frame of mind. 


frame of reference n [C] p/ frames of ref- 
erence 1 a set of ideas or facts that a person ac- 
cepts and that influences the person’s behavior, 
opinions, or decisions © The report provided a com- 
mon frame of reference for discussing public policy. 
2 physics A frame of reference is also a system of 
lines and clocks that you can use to measure the 
position and motion of a set of objects and events 
in relation to each other. 


framework STRUCTURE /'frerm-wark/ n[C] a 
structure around or over which something is built 
© the steel framework of a bridge 


ORGANIZATION /'frerm-wark/ n [C] the ideas, in- 
formation, and principles that form the structure 
of an organization or plan © They’re operating 
within the framework of a military bureaucracy. © 
The agreement outlines a framework and schedule 
for resolving the issues. 


franchise BUSINESS /'‘fraen-tjaiz/ n[C] a right 
to sell a company’s products in a particular area 
using the company’s name 

VOTE /'‘fraen-t faiz/ n[U] politics & government the 
right to vote © Women in the US won the franchise 
in 1920. 


frank /freenk/ adj honest, sincere, and truthful, 
even if there is a risk of causing bad feelings © Jo 
be perfectly frank, | don’t think you are as well qual- 
ified as some of the other candidates. 
frankly /‘fraen:kli/ adv © She spoke frankly about 
her troubled marriage. © Frankly, I’m worried. 
frankness /'freegk-nas/ n[U] © We appreciate your 
frankness. 


frankfurter /‘fraenk fart-or/, short form frank 
/‘fraegk/ n [C] a long, tube-shaped, cooked SAU- 
SAGE (= meat), usually eaten in a long ROLL (= loaf 
of bread ); HOT DOG © I/II have a frankfurter with 
mustard and sauerkraut. 


frantic HURRIED /‘fraent-1k/ adj done in a very 
great hurry and often in a state of excitement or 
confusion © Rescuers made frantic efforts to dig out 
people buried by the mudslide. 
frantically /'fraent-1-kli/ adv © Inside, decorators 
worked frantically to solve last-minute problems. . 
EMOTIONAL /'‘fraent-1k/ adj extremely upset, esp. 
because of anxiety or fear © When his wife arrived 
at the hospital she was frantic with worry. 
frantically /‘fraent-r-kli/ adv © With his heart 
pounding, Maurin frantically hollered through his 
two-way radio to a co-worker inside the building. 


fraternal /fra't3rn-9l/ adj relating to brothers, 
or friendly like brothers © He’s a member of a fra- 
ternal order/organization (= organized group of 
men). 


8/5 


freak 


fraternal twin n [C usually pl] either of two 
people born to the same mother at the same time 
who came from different eggs, may be of different 
sexes, and do not always look similar © Compare 
IDENTICAL TWIN 


fraternity /fro'tar-not-i/, infmi frat /freet/ n [C] 
T a social organization for male students at a col- 
lege or university 2 A fraternity is also a group of 
people who have the same job or interest: the 
coaching fraternity 0 Compare SORORITY 


fraternize /'frat-ar ,narz/ v [I] to meet socially 
with someone who belongs to a different or op- 
posing group © The soldiers were told not to frat- 
ernize with any of the local people. 


fraud CRIME /fra:d/ n [U] the crime of obtaining 
money or property by deceiving people © Con- 
victed of tax fraud, he was sentenced to two years in 
prison. 
fraudulent /'fra:-d3a-lant/ adj © There’s been a 
rise in fraudulent insurance claims. 


FALSE /fro:d/ n [C] a person or thing that is not 
what it claims or pretends to be © He says he’s been 
everywhere and done everything, but | think he’s a 
fraud. 
fraudulent /'fro:-dza-lant/ adj © fraudulent 
advertising 


fraught /fro:t/ adj full of (unpleasant things such 
as problems or dangers) © Writing about science at 
a popular level is a task fraught with difficulty. 


fray LOOSEN /fre1/ v [!/T] to become or to cause 
the threads in cloth or rope to become slightly 
separated and loose at the edge or end © [I] All his 
shirts are fraying at the collar. © [I] (fig.) My nerves 
are getting frayed (= | am becoming nervous) from 
the constant noise around here. 

FIGHT /frer/ n [U] 1 a fight or argument, esp. one 
in which several people take part 2 A fray is also a 
situation in which people or organizations com- 
pete forcefully: A third buyer has entered the fray. 


frazzled /'frzz-ald/ adj tired and nervous or 
anxious, often because of having to deal with too 
many things at the same time © She was a bit fraz- 
Zled from all the media attention. 


freak UNUSUAL /fri:k/, freakish /'fri:-k1f/ adj [not 
gradable] extremely unusual or unlikely © She died 
in a freak automobile accident. © A freak midsummer 
hailstorm caught us all by surprise. 
freak /frizk/ n [C] someone or something that is 
strange or unusual and not like others of its type 
© In my school, everyone thought you were some kind 
of freak if you didn’t like sports. 

ENTHUSIAST /frizk/ n [C] infm! a person who is en- 
thusiastic about the stated thing © My eight-year- 
old grandson is a real sports freak. © This guy is a 
control freak (= wants to control everything). 


PHRASAL VERB with freak 


efreak (someone) out [M] slang to be very excited 
or emotional, or to cause someone be this way © 
Here in Texas they freak out when there’s snow on 


d3 jump | j yes | @l little | ®m hm | °n cotton | sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 6 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


freckle 376 


ne ee eee Eee EE Eee ee 


the ground. © The bankruptcy scare that freaked out 
investors didn’t bother the company’s new chairman. 
© Her latest album just freaked me out. 


freckle /'frek-al/ n[C] asmall brown spot on the 
skin, esp. on a light-skinned person © The brothers 
were in their early teens, and both had reddish hair 
and freckles. 
freckled /'frek-ald/ adj © a freckled nose 


free NOT LIMITED /fri:/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] not 
limited or controlled © [+ to infinitive] You are free 
to come and go as you please. © [+ to infinitive] 
Please feel free to ask questions. O Free elections will 
be held in two months. 
free /fri:/ v [T] © [+ to infinitive] The inheritance 
freed him to travel. 
freely /'fri:-li/ adv © The animals are allowed to 
roam freely instead of being kept in cages. © Everyone 
is encouraged to speak freely (= talk honestly). 


NOT IN PRISON /fri:/ adj, adv not or no longer a 
prisoner or an enslaved person © She left the court 
a free woman. © In the 1700s, Mamaroneck was 
home to a free black community. 
free /fri:/ v [T] 

NO CHARGE /fri:/ adj, adv [not gradable] costing 
nothing; not needing to be paid for © When you 
buy a dinner for over $10, you get a soda free. 0 We 
will install your washing machine free of charge (= 
without cost). 

-free /fri:/ suffix © tax-free © toll-free 0 The super- 
intendent lives here rent-free. 


NOT BUSY /fri:/ adj [not gradable] not doing any- 
thing planned or important, or not being used © 
We have plans for Friday night but we're free the rest 
of the weekend. © | do a lot of reading in my free 
time. 


NOT HELD /fri:/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] not held in 
a fixed position or not joined to anything © He 
grabbed the free end of the rope. © Mechanics 
checked the plane to see if any of the bolts had 
worked themselves free. 

free /fri:/ v [T] © They worked to free the man 
trapped in the wreckage of his car. 

freely /'fri:-li/ adv © The steering wheel should 
move freely. 


WITHOUT /fri:/ adj [-er/-est only] not having some- 
thing that is unwanted or unpleasant © After many 
months of treatment, she was declared free of 
disease. 
free /fri:/ v [T always + adv/prep] to release © He 
longed to be freed of all his obligations. 


WORD FAMILY free 


Nouns freebie Verbs free 


freedom Adverbs free 


freely 


Adjectives free 


IDIOMS with free 


efree and clear without debt or legal claims o 
They paid off the mortgage and own their house free 
and clear. 

efree lunch something you get free that you usu- 
ally have to work or pay for © There’s no such thing 


as a free lunch. © It may seem like a free lunch, but 
your tax dollars are still paying for it. 

efree ride the acceptance of your plans or ideas 
without having anyone question or criticize them 
© No one has seriously examined the president's 
trade policy — he’s gotten a free ride so far. 


PHRASAL VERB with free 


efree up to make something available to be used 
© | need to free up some time this weekend to finish 
the report. 


freebie /'fri:-bi/ n[C] infmi something that is usu- 
ally sold but that is given to you without your hav- 
ing to pay for it © They’re giving out freebies of a 
new diet drink. 


freedmani /'‘fri:d-man, -mzn/ nr [C] pi freed- 
men US history an EMANCIPATED SLAVE 


freedom /'fri:d-am/ n [C/U] 1 the condition or 
right of being able or allowed to do whatever you 
want to, without being controlled or limited © free- 
dom of speech © If children aren't allowed some free- 
dom, they won’t learn to be independent. © [U] We 
were promised freedom from persecution. 2 Free- 
dom is also the state of not being in prison or in 
the condition of SLAVERY (= condition of being le- 
gally owned by someone else). 3 US history Free- 
doms are RIGHTS given by the CONSTITUTION 
LAWS and the BILL OF RIGHTS, such as the freedom 
of speech (= the right to say and write what you 
believe or think, with some limitations) and free- 
dom of religion (= the right to worship or to take 
part in a religion). 


Freedom Rider n[C] US history a person who 
challenged SEGREGATION laws in the southern US 
states during the 1960s 


free enterprise n [U] social studies an eco- 
nomic system in which private businesses com- 
pete with each other to sell goods and services in 
order to make a profit 


free fall FALL n [U] physics a fast fall from a 
great height under the influence of GRAVITY (= the 
natural force that attracts things toward the earth) 
without any other force acting to reduce speed © 
The parachutists are briefly in free fall before opening 
their parachutes. 


LOSS n[U] a sudden, fast loss, for example in price, 
popularity, or value © The government had to act to 
keep the dollar from going into free fall against other 
currencies. 


free-for-all n[C] an argument or fight in which 
many people take part 


free hand n [U] the authority to do whatever 
you think is necessary © The company has given me 
a free hand to negotiate a deal with the Japanese. 


freehand (/'fri:-hzend/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
(of a design or picture) drawn while holding a pen, 
pencil, etc., without the help of any special equip- 
ment © She made a freehand sketch of the layout of 
the apartment. 
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French Canadian 


freelance /'fri:-lzns/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
working independently usually for various orga- 
nizations rather than as an employee of a partic- 
ular one © a freelance musician/photographer/writer 
freelance /'fri:-laens/ v [I] © She freelanced for 
years while her children were in school. 
freelancer /'fri: laen-sar/, freelance /'fri:-laens/n 
[C] 


freeloader /'fri: loud-ar/ n [C] disapproving a 
person who has the advantage of something 
given, such as money, food, or a place to stay, 
without offering anything in exchange 


freely /‘fri:-li/ adv © See at FREE NOT LIMITED; 
FREE NOT HELD 


free market n [C] social studies an economic 
system with only a small amount of government 
control, in which prices and earnings are decided 
by the level of demand for, and production of, 
goods and services © a free-market economy 


free rein n [U] freedom to act and make deci- 
sions without first getting permission O The young 
filmmakers were given free rein to experiment with 
new themes and techniques 


free speech n [U] the right to express your 
opinions publicly 


freestanding (/‘fri: stazen-din/ adj standing 
alone without needing to be attached to anything 
© a freestanding sculpture 


freestyle /‘fri:-stail/ n [U] a sports competition, 
esp. a swimming race, in which each competitor 
can choose to use any style or method, or a style 
of swimming in which you lie on your front and 
move first one arm then the other over your head, 
while kicking your legs 


free throw n [C] (in BASKETBALL) an opportu- 
nity or attempt to score one or more points with- 
out opposition because of a FOUL committed by a 
member of the other team 


free trade rn [U] social studies the buying and 
selling of goods, without limits on the amount of 
goods that one country can sell to another, and 
without special taxes on the goods bought from a 
foreign country © a free-trade agreement 


free verse n [U] literature a style of writing 
poems without regular rhythm or RHYME (= two 
or more words ending with the same sound) 


freeway /'fri:-wei/ n [C] a wide road for fast 
moving traffic traveling long distances, with a lim- 
ited number of places at which drivers can enter 
and leave it © the Santa Monica freeway in California 


freewheeling /‘fri'hwi:l-1p, -'wi:l-/ adj [not 
gradable] willing to experiment and take risks by 
going beyond the usual rules or accepted ways of 
doing things © There is an independence and free- 
wheeling spirit in Alaska. as 


free will n [U] the ability to act and make 
choices independent of any outside influence © 
She signed the confession of her own free will. 


freeze /fri:z/ v [I/T] past simp. froze, past part. fro- 
zen 1 to become cold enough to become solid © 


[1] The rainwater froze overnight, leaving the roads 
icy. 2 If you freeze food, you preserve it by storing 
it at a very low temperature. 3 Someone such as 
a police officer who says freeze is ordering you not 
to move except as the person tells you: [I] Freeze! 
Keep your hands up! 4 To freeze something such as 
pay or prices is to fix them at a particular level and 
not allow any increases: [T] The company has fro- 
zen salaries. 5 To freeze money or property is to 
officially and legally prevent it from being used or 
moved: [T] The government froze his assets. 
freeze /fri:z/ n[C] 1 a period when the air tem- 
perature is low enough so that water will freeze © 
The first freeze didn’t come until mid-December. 2 A 
freeze is a temporary stopping of something: The 
company has imposed a wage/hiring freeze. 
freezing /'fri:-z1n/ adj [not gradable] 1 We can 
expect freezing temperatures all week. 2 fig. Freezing 
also means very cold: /t’s freezing in here — turn off 
the air conditioner! 

freezer /'fri:-zar/ n [C] an electrically powered 
container or part of a REFRIGERATOR that freezes 
foods so that they can be preserved safely for a 
long time © Put the steaks in the freezer. 


WORD FAMILY freeze 


Nouns freeze 
freezer 


Adjectives freezing 


frozen 


Verbs freeze 


PHRASAL VERBS with freeze 


° freeze out someone [M] infmito intentionally pre- 
vent someone from being involved in an activity © 
They tried to freeze me out of the bonus money. 

e freeze over to become covered with ice © By Jan- 
uary, the lake had started to freeze over. 


freeze-dry v [T] -dries, pres. part. -drying, past 
-dried to preserve something, esp. food, by freez- 
ing and then drying it © freeze-dried instant coffee 


freezing /‘friz-z1n/ n [U) chemistry the change 
or process of changing from a liquid to a solid sub- 
stance © Compare MELTING 


freezing point n [C] chemistry, earth sci- 
ence the temperature at which a liquid becomes 
solid © Compare BOILING POINT 


freight /freit/ n[U] 1 goods that are transported 
from one place to another by ship, aircraft, train, 
or truck © Most planes carry both freight and pas- 
sengers. 2 A freight train is a train that carries only 
goods. 
freighter /'frett-ar/ n [C] a large ship or aircraft 
for carrying goods 


French bread /‘frent{-bred/ n [U] a type of 
usually white bread in the form of a long, thin loaf 
with a hard CRUST (= outer layer) 


French Canadian /‘frent{-ka'neid-i:-an/ n 
[C] a person of or coming from the part of Canada 
where French is the most important language 
French Canadian /'‘frentf-ka'neid-i:-an/ .adj 
[not gradable] 
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French fries /‘frent{-fraiz/, fries /'frarz/, 
French-fried potatoes /'frent{ ,frard-po'tert-9z, 
-0Uz/ pl nlong, thin pieces of potato that are fried 
and eaten hot © /’d like a hamburger and French 
fries. 


French horn /‘frent{‘ho:rn/ n [C/U] a BRASS 
musical instrument shaped in a circle, with keys 
that are pressed to vary the notes and played by 
blowing into it, or this type of instrument gener- 
ally; a HORN 


French toast /‘frent{'toust/ n [U] bread that 
has been put in a mixture of egg and milk and then 
fried, and which is usually eaten at breakfast 


frenetic /fra'net-1k/ adj involving a lot of move- 
ment or activity; extremely active, excited, or un- 
controllable © Americans like fast cars, fast-food 
restaurants, and a frenetic pace of life. 


frenzy /‘fren-zi/ n [C/U] excited, uncontrollable, 
and sometimes violent behavior or emotion © [C 
usually sing] Duncan’s game-winning shot sent the 
crowd into a frenzy. © [C usually sing] The Saturday 
night sale can best be described as a buying frenzy. 
frenzied /'fren-zird/ adj © a frenzied crowd 


frequency /‘fri:-kwan-si/ n [C] physics the 
number of times that a WAVE ENERGY FORM is pro- 
duced within a particular period, esp. within one 
second © Dogs can hear very high frequencies. 


frequent COMMON /'fri:-kwant/ adj happen- 
ing often; common © She makes frequent trips 
home to Beijing. 
frequently /'fri:-kwant:li/ adv o | frequently dis- 
agree with him. © | moved much more frequently 
than | wanted to. 
frequency /'fri:-kwan-si/ n [U] the number of 
times something is repeated, or the fact of some- 
thing happening often © Houses are sold here with 
greater frequency than in most other parts of the 
country. 

VISIT /fri:'kwent, 'fri:z-kwant/ v[T] to often be in or 
often visit a particular place O They go to clubs fre- 
quented by artists. 


WORD FAMILY frequent 


Nouns frequency Verbs frequent 


Adjectives frequent 
infrequent 


Adverbs frequently 
infrequently 


frequent flier, frequent flyer n [C] someone 
who can get special benefits for flying a lot on a 
particular company’s aircraft 


fresh RECENTLY GROWN/COOKED /fre{/ adj [- 
er/-est only] 1 (of food or flowers) recently picked, 
made, or cooked © fresh fruit/vegetables © fresh- 
baked bread © Elise is in the garden cutting some 
fresh flowers for the table. 0 There’s a fresh pot of 
coffee on the stove. 2 Fresh food is also food in a 
natural condition rather than artificially preserved 
by a process such as freezing. 

RECENT /fref/ adj [-er/-est only] recently made or 
done, and not yet changed by time © The events 
of last year are still fresh in people’s minds. 


freshly /'fref-li/ adv [not gradable] © | just love 
the smell of freshly cut grass. 

DIFFERENT /fre{/ adj different or additional; replac- 
ing what exists © He’s got a fresh way of looking at 
old material. 
freshen /'fref-an/ v [T] © Can I freshen your drink 
(= fill your glass again)? 

COOL /fref/ adj [-er/-est only] (of air) clean and 
cool, in a way thought typical of air away from 
cities and outside buildings 0 How can we keep the 
kids indoors when they want to play in the fresh air? 
freshen /'fref-an/ v [I/T] © [!] The wind freshened 
(= became stronger and cooler) and dragged my 
hair across my eyes. 

CLEAN /fres/ adj [-er/-est only] clean and pleasant 
© fresh bed linens © the fresh smell of pine trees 
freshen /'fref-an/ v [T] © These mints are sup- 
posed to freshen your breath. 

NOT SALTY /fref/ adj [not gradable] (of water) from 
rivers and lakes and therefore not salty © Rainfall is 
the sole source of the island’s fresh water. 

NOT TIRED /fref/ adj [-er/-est only] energetic and 
enthusiastic; not tired O | awoke feeling fresh and 
ready to go. 

TOO CONFIDENT /fref/ adj [-er/-est only] being too 
confident and showing a lack of respect O Don’t 
get fresh with me, young woman! 


WORD FAMILY fresh 


Nouns freshness Verbs freshen 
refresher refresh 
refreshment Adverbs freshly 

Adjectives fresh refreshingly 

refreshing 


IDIOMS with fresh 


efresh out of something having just finished or 
sold all of something © We’re fresh out of oranges, 
would you like an apple? 

efresh out of somewhere, fresh from somewhere 
having just arrived from somewhere © We hired her 
fresh out of college. 

efresh start an opportunity to begin something 
again O Ramirez is looking forward to a fresh start 
with his new team. 


PHRASAL VERB with fresh 


efreshen up to do something to make yourself 
cleaner or neater, esp. to wash your face and hands 
and arrange your hair © Velma disappeared into the 
ladies’ lounge, saying that she needed to freshen up 
before supper. 


freshman /'fres-man/ n [C] pi -men a student 
in the first year of a program of study in a college, 
university, Or HIGH SCHOOL (= a school for stu- 
dents aged 14 to 18) © She is a freshman at 
Harvard. 


freshwater /‘fre{ ,wo:t-ar, -,wat-ar/ adj relating 
to, living in, or consisting of water that does not 
contain salt © The village is near a freshwater pond. 
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379 fright 


fret worry /fret/ v [I] -tt- to worry or be unhappy 
about something © Don’t fret — I’m sure we'll find 
the kitten. 
fretful /‘fret-fal/ adj © She fell into a fretful sleep. 


RAISED BAR /fret/ n[C] a thin, slightly raised metal 

bar, several of which are positioned across the 
NECK (= long, narrow part) of some musical in- 
struments, such as a guitar 


Freudian /'froid-i:-an/ adj (not gradable] relat- 
ing to the ideas or methods of Sigmund Freud 
about the way in which people’s hidden thoughts 
and feelings influence their behavior 


Freudian slip n(C] an act of saying something 
you do not mean to say that shows your hidden 
thoughts 


friar /‘frai-or, frair/ n [C] a member of a religious 
group of men who often work as teachers 


friction FORCE /'frik-fan/n[U] physics the force 
that works against an object as it slides along the 
surface of another object or moves through a liq- 
uid or gas © A gasoline engine loses over 70 percent 
of its energy to friction and heat. 
frictional /'frik-fan-@l/ adj [not gradable] phys- 
ics 
frictionless /'frik-jan-las/ adj physics 
DISAGREEMENT /'frik-fan/ n [U] disagreement or 
dislike caused by people having different opinions 
© There’s less friction in relationships when you use 
teamwork. 


Friday /'fraid-i, -e1/, abbreviation Fri. n [C/U] the 
day of the week after Thursday and before 
Saturday 


fridge /frid3/ n [C] infmi a REFRIGERATOR 


friend /frend/ n [C] 1 a person you know well 
and like a lot, but who is usually not a member of 
your family © | dreamed my school friends were be- 
ing chased by a whale. © Today | got a call from a 
friend of mine. O Chloé was her best friend. © | moved 
to California, made friends (= became friends with 
people), and started dating. 2 Friend can also be 
used when you are speaking to someone: Well, 
friends, | think it’s time to go. 3 A person or orga- 
nization that is a friend to/of a group or organi- 
zation helps and supports it: The president has been 
no friend to small business. © The Senator was a 
friend of business interests. 

friendly /'fren-dli/ adj 1 having an attitude or 
acting in a way that shows that you like people 
and want them to like and trust you © They were 
friendly people. © She had a bright, friendly smile. 2 
lf you describe a place as friendly, you mean that 
it is pleasant and comfortable: /t’s a very friendly 
city. 3 If countries or organizations are friendly, 
they are willing to help each other: Sometimes an 
ambassador will get too friendly with the local dic- 
tator. 4 Friendly is also used as a combining form 
to mean easy to be comfortable with or not dam- 
aging: user-friendly technology © a family-friendly 
film 

friendship /'frend: fip/ n [C/U] a friendly rela- 
tionship, or the state of being friends © [C] Their 


friendship goes back 25 years. © [U] | value friendship 
above all else. 


WORD FAMILY friend 


Nouns friend Adjectives friendly 


unfriendly 
befriend 


friendship 
unfriendliness 


Verbs 


WORD CHOICES friend 


The words chum and pal are informal words 
for “friend.” 
Pete was there with a couple of his chums. 
An old friend is someone you have known and 
liked for many years. 
Rachel is one of my oldest friends. 
An acquaintance is someone you know, but do 
not know well. 
He had a few business acquaintances. 
A confidant is a friend whom you can talk to 
about your feelings and secrets. 
Sarah was my confidant throughout this 
period and | told her everything. 
A group of friends with similar interests are 
sometimes described informally as a crowd. 
“Who was there?” “Oh, you know, Dave, 
Fiona, and all that crowd.” 
The informal word crony is sometimes used 
disapprovingly to describe one of a group of 
friends who help each other in an unfair way. 
He always gives his cronies all the best jobs. 


fries /fraiz/ pl n FRENCH FRIES. 


frieze /fri:z/ n [C] a narrow strip of decoration, 
often cut from stone or wood and usually placed 
at the top of a wall 


frigate /‘frig-at/ n [C] a small, fast military ship 


fright /frart/ n [C/U] the feeling of fear, esp. if felt 
suddenly, or an experience of fear which happens 
suddenly © [U] When the rescue team reached him, 
he was shaking with fright. © [C usually sing] You 
gave her a fright turning the lights out like that. 
frighten /‘frait-°n/ v (T] © Be quiet or you'll 
frighten the deer. 
frightened /'frart-?nd/ adj 0 She was too fright- 
ened to enter the room alone. 
frightening /'frait-®n-1n/ adj 1 a frightening sit- 
uation 2 Frightening can also mean extreme: My 
car insurance payments are frightening. 
frighteningly /‘frait-8n-1n-li/ adv © His heart rate 
changed frighteningly. 
frightful /'frait-fal/ adj shocking or extremely 
unpleasant © People sometimes do frightful things to 
their pets. 


WORD FAMILY fright 


Nouns fright Verbs frighten 


Adjectives frightened Adverbs frighteningly 


frightening 
frightful 


frightfully 
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WORD CHOICES fright 


Other common ways of saying “frightened” 
are afraid and scared. 
If someone is extremely frightened, then you 
can use adjectives like petrified, terrified, 
panic-stricken, or the informal phrase scared to 
death. 
I'm terrified of flying. 
She was panic-stricken when her little boy 
disappeared. 
He’s scared to death of having the operation. 
If someone is frightened because he or she is 
worrying about something, then you can use 
the adjectives afraid or worried. 
I’m worried that something will go wrong. 
If someone is frightened about something that 
might happen in the future, you can use the 
adjectives apprehensive or uneasy. 
He’s a bit apprehensive about living away 
from home. 
To talk about things that make you feel uncom- 
fortable and scared, you could use the phrase 
give someone the creeps. 
Being alone in that big house gives me the 
creeps. 
To talk about something that is frightening in 
a shocking way, you could use the adjective 
hair-raising. 
The pilots are trained to do hair-raising stunts 
at low altitude. 


frightful /‘fratt-fal/ adj great or extreme © The 
weather is just too frightful to go out. 
frightfully /‘frait-fa-li/ adv oO She's frightfully 
smart. 


frigid /‘frid3-ad/ adj extremely cold © frigid 
weather/air/water © It’s frigid in here — could you 
turn down the air-conditioning? 


frill DECORATION /fril/ n [C] along, narrow strip 
of folded cloth that is sewn along the edge of a 
piece of clothing or material for decoration 
frilly /‘fril-i/, frilled /frild/ adj © She wore a frilly 
white dress. 


ADDITIONAL ITEM /fril/ n[C] something additional 
that is not necessary © The frills on that car are nice, 
but except for air-conditioning, | don’t want them. 


fringe EDGE /frind3/ n [C] the outer or less im- 
portant part of an area, group, or activity O There 
is some industry on the fringes of the city. © His or- 
ganization is a fringe group (= one that represents 
the views of a small number of people). 
fringe /frind3/ v [T] © The coast is fringed with 
islands and beaches. 

DECORATION /frind3/ n [C] a decorative edge of 
narrow strips of material or threads on a piece of 
clothing or material 
fringed /frindzd/ adj [not gradable] © a fringed 
jacket/scarf © a fringed rug 


fringe benefit n[C usually pl] something use- 
ful you get because of your job in addition to your 


pay © Fringe benefits here include health insurance, 
three weeks’ vacation, and tuition reimbursement 


Frisbee /‘friz-bi/ n [C/U] trademark a plastic disk 
that is thrown between people as a game, or the 
game of throwing this disk © [U] Do you want to 
play Frisbee? 


frisk /frisk/ v [T] to use your hands to search 
someone’s clothes and body for hidden objects or 
weapons © | was frisked when we went through se- 
curity at the airport. 


frisky /'‘fris-ki/ adj (of a person or an animal) play- 
ful or very active © a frisky puppy 
frisk /frisk/ v [1] to move around in a happy, en- 
ergetic way © The dog ran ahead, frisking in the 
brush. 


fritter /‘frit-ar/ n [C] pieces of fried BATTER (=a 
mixture of flour, egg, and milk) usually containing 
fruit, vegetables, or meat © corn/potato/apple 
fritters 


PHRASAL VERB with fritter 


efritter away something [M] disapproving to waste 
money, time, or an opportunity © Retirees must 
plan how to fill their hours or they risk frittering the 
time away. 


frivolity /fri'val-at-i/ n [C/U] foolish behavior, or 
something silly or unimportant © [U] You shouldn't 
treat such a serious subject with frivolity. 


frivolous /‘friv-a-las/ adj (of people) behaving 
in a silly and foolish way, or (of activities or objects) 
silly or unimportant © I’m very frivolous — | just like 
to have fun. © With our justice system there are a lot 
of frivolous cases that go to court. 
frivolously /'friv-a-la-sli/ advo We don’t have a 
monthly budget, but we don’t spend frivolously 
either. 


frizzy /‘friz-i/ adj (of hair) having small, tight curls 
and not being smooth or shiny 
frizz /friz/ v[I/T] infmio [T] The rain frizzes my hair. 
frizz /friz/ n [U] © She had a huge frizz of red hair. 


frog /fro:g, frag/ n [C] a small animal that has 
smooth skin, lives in water and on land, has long 
powerful back legs with which it jumps from place 
to place, and has no tail 


IDIOM with frog 


ea frog in your throat difficulty speaking because 
your throat feels dry © | had a frog in my throat, 
and | had to clear my throat several times before | 
could answer. 


frolic /‘fral-1k/ v [1] pres. part. frolicking, past frol- 
icked to behave in a happy and playful way © A 
group of children were frolicking on the beach. 
frolic /'fral-1k/ n [C] © Some people think of skiing 
as a wintertime frolic. 


from PLACE /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show 
the place where someone or something starts 
moving or traveling © He took a handkerchief from 
his pocket. © She ran away from home. © The boy 
cried and cried, rocking from side to side (= to the 
left and right). 
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TIME /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show the time 
when something starts or the time when it was 
made or first existed © Here's a song from the 60s. 
© I’m leaving a week from Thursday (= one week 
after Thursday). © The class ends at 2:30 and from 
then on (= starting at that time and then contin- 
uing) /'Il be at the library. 


DISTANCE /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show the 
distance between two places © We’re about a mile 
from home. 


ORIGIN /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show the 
origin of something or someone © | heard music 
coming from my room. © Someone from the bank 
just called. © Where are you from? © US Route 1 runs 
from Maine to Florida. 


MATERIAL /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show the 
material of which something is made © The desk is 
made from pine. 


RANGE /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show where 
a range of numbers, prices, or items begins © Tick- 
ets will cost from $10 to $45. 0 Everyone from the 
oldest to the youngest had a good time. 


CHANGE /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show the 
original state of someone or something that ts 
changing or has changed © She has been promoted 
from manager to vice president. © Things went from 
bad to worse. 


CAUSE /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show the 
cause of something or the reason why something 
happens © Your child will benefit from piano lessons. 


CONSIDER /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show the 
facts or opinions you consider before making a 
judgment or decision © From looking at the clouds, 
| would say it’s going to rain later. © It’s cheap, but 
not very good from a quality standpoint. 


REDUCE /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show that 
a larger amount is being reduced by a smaller 
amount © Three from sixteen is thirteen. 


DIFFERENCE /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show 
a difference between two people or things © It’s 
hard to tell one sister from the other. 


PROTECTION /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show 
what someone is being protected against © They 
found shelter from the storm under a large oak tree. 


PREVENTION /fram, fram, fram/ prep used to show 
what someone cannot do or know, or what cannot 
happen © High rents keep us from moving to a larger 
apartment. 


IDIOMS with from 


ecome from the heart, be from the heart to be 
sincere O Her speech came from the heart. 

«from A to Z including all the things involved © / 
know that my parents will take care of everything 
from A to Z if | ask them. 

efrom far and wide from many places © People 
came from far and wide to see the parade. 

efrom head to toe completely © She was dressed 
in red from head to toe. 

efrom one day to the next before each day hap- 
pens © | never know what I'll be doing from one day 
to the next. 


front 


efrom scratch completely from the beginning © 
Can we fix the current computer system, or would it 
be better to start from scratch with a new system? 
efrom the bottom of your heart very sincerely © 
I'll always love you, and I mean it from the bottom 
of my heart. 

e (straight) from the horse’s mouth directly from 
the person who has personal knowledge of the 
matter O | know it’s true, because | got it straight 
from the horse's mouth — Katie told me herself. 
efrom time to time sometimes, but not regularly 
O | still think of her from time to time. 

efrom top to bottom completely 0 They cleaned 
the house from top to bottom. 


frond /frand/ n[C] a large, usually divided, leaf, 
esp. of a FERN or PALM TREE 


front PLACE /frant/ n[C] 1 the most forward po- 
sition or most important side of an object or sur- 
face O The front of the house faces Peach Street. © 
My little boy can’t eat ice cream without most of it 
dripping down the front of his shirt. © You'll find the 
date of publication in the front of the book. © | like 
to sit near the front of the plane so that | can be 
among the first to get off. 0 Do you want me to lie 
on my front (= the side of my body that faces for- 
ward) or on my back? © Would you like me to sit in 
the front (= most forward seat) or the back of the 
car? O Dad pushed Matthew in the stroller while Da- 
vid and Stephen walked in front (= farther forward 
than the others). 2 in a position close to the most 
forward or most important part © They chatted for 
a while in front of the apartment house. 3 Someone 
who is in front of someone else is in a position 
directly forward of that person: Carla and Bob were 
sitting in front of me at the movie. 
front /frant/ adj [not gradable] © I'd like seats in 
the front row of the balcony. © Alice designed the 
front cover of the book. © | always go in through the 
front door instead of going around to the back. 
front /frant/ v [I/T] to face or be next to some- 
thing © [I/T] Houses fronting (on) the ocean are the 
most expensive. 
frontal /'frant-?l/ adj [not gradable] at, from, or 
toward the front © a frontal attack/assault 


AREA OF ACTIVITY /frant/ n[C usually sing] 1 a par- 
ticular area of activity © Now let’s take a look at 
news on the health front. 0 I’m not having much luck 
on the job front. 2 During a war, a front is a partic- 
ular place of directed military activity. 


APPEARANCE /frant/ n [U] 1 an appearance that a 
person chooses to show to others instead of show- 
ing his or her true feelings © Even though he doesn't 
like his in-laws, he always puts on a cheerful front 
when they come to visit. 2 A front can also be a 
person, group, or thing used to hide the real char- 
acter of a secret or illegal activity: The society was 
a front for making illegal political contributions. 

WEATHER /frant/ n[C] earth science the advancing 
edge of a mass of cold or warm air © a cold/warm 
front 

POLITICAL GROUP /frant/ n [C usually sing] an or- 
ganization of political groups united to put for- 
ward ideas or programs that they share © The 
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LS a 


Animal Liberation Front promised to continue target- 
ing the company until all animal testing stops. 


IDIOMS with front 


ein front of done or said when the person you are 
talking about is present 0 Why did you have to em- 
barrass me in front of all those people? 

eon the front burner, on someone's front burner 
getting or needing immediate attention © A few 
important members of Congress are making an effort 
to keep human rights on the front burner. 


frontage /‘frant-1d3/ n [C] the front part of a 
building or land that faces a road or river 


frontier /fran'tir/ n[C] 1 a border between two 
countries, or (esp. in the past in the US) a border 
between developed land where white people live 
and land where Indians live or land that is wild © 
It was a movie about the hardships of frontier life in 
the northwest. 2 fig. A frontier is also a border be- 
tween what is known and what is not known: the 
frontiers of knowledge 


front-runner /‘frant'ran-ar/ n [C] the person, 
idea, or product that seems most likely to succeed 
0 With polls showing Schaefer ahead by 20 percent- 
age points, he’s clearly the front-runner. 


frost COLD /fro:st/ n [U] earth science water in 
the air that freezes when it touches a cold surface 
and forms a white, powdery layer 0 There was frost 
on the grass in the early morning. 9 An early frost 
killed some of my tomatoes. 
frost /fro:st/ v [I/T] © [I] The windshield frosted up 
overnight. 
frosty /'fro:-sti/ adj covered with frost, or with 
something that looks like frost 0 We each had a root 
beer served in a frosty glass with a big handle. 


COVER CAKE /fro:st/, ice v[T] to cover a cake with 
a thin layer of sugar mixed with a liquid 
frosting /'fro:-stin/ n [U] © chocolate/vanilla 
frosting 


frostbite /'fro:st-bart/ n [U] injury to body tis- 
sues, esp. the fingers and toes, caused by freezing 


frostbitten /‘fro:st ,brt:°n/ adj (of body tissues) 
injured from having been frozen © Rescuers found 
two of the mountain climbers alive but badly 
frostbitten. 


frosted /‘fro:-stad/ adj [not gradable] (of glass) 
having an uneven surface so that it is not trans- 
parent © frosted glass 


frosty /‘fro:-sti/ adj unfriendly or not welcoming 
0 a frosty manner 


froth /fro:9/ n [U] a mass of small bubbles, esp. 
on the surface of a liquid 


frown /fraun/ v [I] to bring your EYEBROWS to- 
gether so that lines appear on your face above 
your eyes, in an expression of anger, disapproval, 
or worry © For a moment he had frowned and looked 
annoyed. 
frown /fraun/ n[C] © Pierre’s mouth tightened with 
a small frown. 


PHRASAL VERB with frown 


efrown on something/someone to disapprove of 
something or someone © You can wear jeans, but I 
think the restaurant frowns on shorts and sneakers. 


froze /frouz/ past simple of FREEZE 
frozen /'frou-zan/ past participle of FREEZE 


frugal /‘fru:-gal/ adj careful in spending money 
© Lungren, a fiscal conservative when it comes to 
spending taxpayers’ money, is frugal in his personal 
life as well. 


fruit PLANT PART /fru:t/ n [C/U] 1 an edible and 
usually sweet product of a plant or tree that con- 
tains seeds or a PIT (= large hard seed) © [C] We 
eat a lot of fruits and vegetables at our house. © [U] 
! usually eat a piece of fresh fruit with my lunch. 2 
biology Fruit is also the part of a plant that con- 
tains the seed from which a new plant can grow. 
fruity /'fru:t-i/ adj tasting or smelling like fruit © 
The punch was pleasant and fruity. 

RESULT /fru:t/ n[C usually pl] the result of work or 
actions, esp. if pleasant or successful © The fruits of 
economic growth are starting to make a difference in 
the lives of many workers. 
fruitful /'fru:t-fal/ adj producing good results © 
He had a long and fruitful career as a research 
chemist. 
fruitless /'fru:t-las/ adj unsuccessful or not pro- 
ductive © After months of fruitless negotiations with 
team owners, the city withdrew its offer to build a 
new stadium. 


fruitcake CAKE /‘fru:t-kerk/ n [C] a cake con- 
taining small dried or sugar-covered fruit, nuts, 
and spices 


PERSON /'fru:t-ketk/ n [C] slang a crazy or unusual 
person O His wife’s a real fruitcake but they get along 
great. 


fruition /fru:'1J-an/ n [U] fm/ the state of having 
successfully completed an activity or plan O° The 
governor plans to use his considerable influence to 
bring the museum to fruition. 


fruity /‘fru:t-i/ adj © See at FRUIT PLANT PART 


frustrate ANNOY /'fras-trert/ v [T] to annoy 
someone or cause someone to be disappointed or 
discouraged © People are frustrated with the politi- 
cians. 9 Customer service is important, so businesses 
can't afford to frustrate customers. 
frustrated /‘fras,trert-ad/ adj © You just get so 
frustrated when everything in your vegetable garden 
is ripe and then the bugs get at them. O Frustrated 
residents protested the situation. 
frustrating /‘fras ,trert-1n/ adj © | guess job op- 
portunities at the top are improving for women, but 
it’s such a slow process that it’s frustrating. 
frustration /fras'trer-fan/ n [C/U] disappoint- 
ment or discouragement, or a discouraging situ- 
ation © [U] He finally quit in frustration. © [U] The 
teacher confirmed widespread frustration with the 
lack of up-to-date textbooks. © [C] You have to learn 
to cope with these frustrations. 


z bat | ahot | ar bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | ur rude | a cut | a alone 


full 


BLOCK /'‘fras-treit/ v [T] to block something from 
being achieved; prevent the success of a plan or 
effort 0 For now there are enough votes to frustrate 
the administration on issue after issue. 
frustrated /'fras ,treit-ad/ adj [not gradable] de- 
siring something but not able to achieve it © I’m a 
frustrated songwriter at heart. 
frustration /fras'‘trer-fan/ n [U] © Our efforts to 
get funding to save the lighthouse met with frus- 
tration. 


frry /frai/ v [1/T] to cook food in hot oil or fat © [T] 
She was frying eggs and getting the coffee ready. 
fried /fraid/ adj [not gradable] © We had fried 
chicken and mashed potatoes for supper. 
fries /fraiz/ pln short form of FRENCH FRIES. 


frying pan n [C] a flat metal pan with a long 
handle, used for frying food 


ft. n [C] pl ft. abbreviation for FOOT MEASUREMENT 


fudge CANDY /fad3/ n [U] a soft, creamy candy 
made from sugar, milk, butter, and chocolate or 
other flavoring 


CHEAT /fad3/ v [I/T] to cheat about something 
slightly, esp. by not reporting facts accurately or 
not telling the exact truth © [T] / think the company 
fudged the figures to make their losses look less than 
they were. 


fuel /‘fju:-al, fju:l/ n [C/U] a substance such as oil 
or gas that is used to provide heat or power, usu- 
ally by being burned 
fuel /'fju:-al, fju:l/ v [T] to provide power to some- 
thing © The heating system is fueled by natural gas. 


fugitive /'fju:-d3at-1v/ n[C] a person who is run- 
ning away, esp. from the police © Three men es- 
caped from the prison and were being sought as 
fugitives. 


fugue /fju:g/ n [C] music a piece of music in 
which one tune is played or sung and then re- 
peated in different ways to make HARMONY 


fulcrum /‘ful-kram, ‘fal-/ n[C] physics the point 
of support for a LEVER (= bar used to move or raise 
something) » Picture: lever 


fulfill MAKE HAPPEN /ful'fil/ v [T] to do some- 
thing as promised or intended, or to satisfy your 
hopes or expectations © She said the president had 
failed to fulfill his campaign promises. © He stayed 
an extra semester to fulfill his graduation require- 
ments. O At the age of 45, she finally fulfilled her 
ambition to run a marathon. 
fulfillment /ful'filemant/ n [U] © Morales said 
that owning his own home was the fulfillment of a 
dream. 


DEVELOP /ful'fil/ v [T] to succeed in developing 
abilities or qualities to their fullest degree © Her 
immediate goal was to complete her novel, but her 
long-term goal was to fulfill her potential as a writer. 
fulfilling /ful'fil-19/ adj ° | hope you can find a job 
that’s really fulfilling. 
fulfillment /ful 'fil-mant/ n[U] © Workaholics can 
only find fulfillment in their work. 


full CONTAINING A LOT /ful/ adj having or con- 
taining a lot © The glass is full, so be careful not to 
spill it. © This sweater is full of holes. © You’re always 
so full of energy. © Don’t talk with your mouth full (= 
with food in your mouth)! © | have a full schedule 
(= a lot of activities planned) next week. 


ATE ENOUGH /ful/ adj having eaten so much that 
you do not want to eat any more © /’m so full | 
couldn’t eat another bite. 


WHOLE /ful/ adj [not gradable] including all of 
something or everything; whole © What should we 
do on our last full day in New York? 
full /ful/ adv [not gradable] © The biting wind was 
blowing full in his face. 
fullness /'ful-nas/ n [U] © Life today doesn’t have 
that fullness and beauty that it did when | was a 
young woman. 
fully /'ful-i, -li/ adv [not gradable] © Have you fully 
recovered from your illness? © If you’re not fully sat- 
isfied with your purchase, we'll refund your money. 


GREATEST POSSIBLE /ful/ adj [not gradable] the 
greatest possible; MAXIMUM © We don’t make full 
use of our basement. 0 My roommate’s stereo was 
on full blast (= as loudly as possible). 
fully /'ful-i, -li/ adv [not gradable] © Carrie has al- 
ways participated fully in the life of the school. 


LARGE /ful/ adj [-er/-est only] (of clothing) loose or 
containing a lot of material, or (of the body) large 
and rounded 0° full face/lips/mouth © The dress was 
tight at the waist with a very full skirt and puffy 
sleeves. 
fullness /'ful-nas/ n [U] © The ad claims you can 
increase the fullness of your hair naturally. 


STRONG /ful/ adj [-er/-est only] (of a flavor, sound, 
or smell) strong or deep © A cello has a fuller sound 
than a violin. 


IDIOMS with full 


e full circle returning to a previously held belief or 
position © | left publishing, tried teaching and writ- 
ing, and now I’ve come full circle back to publishing. 
efull of your self thinking that you are very im- 
portant in a way that annoys other people © / doubt 
he even thought about what you might need, he’s so 
full of himself. 

¢(at) full throttle moving or progressing as fast 
as possible O She was roaring up the freeway at full 
throttle. © We’re going ahead full throttle on this 
project. 

esomeone is full of it slang someone is wrong or 
not telling the truth O He’s always saying he’ll buy 
me things, but he’s full of it. 

ein full swing at a stage when the level of activity 
is at its highest O When we got there, the party was 
in full swing. 0 The economic recovery is now in full 
swing. 

eknow full well, understand/realize full well to 
know something without a doubt © You know full 
well that you ‘re not supposed to take the car without 
asking me! © USAGE: Used in a situation where 
someone knows something but does not act ac- 
cording to what they know. 

eon a full stomach soon after you have eaten © 
You might get sick if you go jogging on a full 
stomach. 
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fullback 


bah 


fullback /‘ful-bak/ n [C] 1 a player in some 
games who plays near the goal and tries to prevent 
the other team from scoring 2 In American foot- 
ball, a fullback sometimes catches the ball and 
runs with it to score a goal. 


full-blown adj in its most developed or ad- 
vanced form © Aspirin reduces your chances of hav- 
ing a full-blown Stroke. 


full-bodied adj having a lot of flavor O These 
dark beans make a full-bodied cup of coffee. 


full-fledged adj completely developed or qual- 
ified O She’s a full-fledged member of the community. 


full grown adj completely grown © This will be 
a big dog when it’s full grown. 


full house n [C] a situation in which every seat 
in aroom that is holding a public event has some- 
one sitting in it © For opening night we’re expecting 
a full house. 


full-length TALL adj as tall as either a person 
or a room © a full-length mirror © full-length 
windows 


CLOTHING adj designed to end just above your feet 
O full-length coats 


COMPLETE adj giving complete treatment, or tak- 
ing the usual amount of time © a full-length biog- 
raphy © a full-length movie 


full moon n [C] a PHASE (= regular change in 
shape) of the moon in which all of its surface can 
be seen from the earth > Picture: moon 


full-scale adj using all the power and authority 
that is available © The police have begun a full-scale 
investigation. 


full-sized adj larger than other things of the 
same type © They bought a full-sized station wagon. 


full stop n([C] Cdn, Bra PERIOD MARK 


full-time adj done for all the hours people usu- 
ally work © She was a full-time student. 


furmble /'fam-bal/ v [I/T] 1 to feel around awk- 
wardly, esp. with your hands © [l] Jack fumbled in 
his pocket for the keys. © [|] My mind went blank, 
and | began to fumble for words. 2 |n some sports, 
esp. football, if you fumble the ball you fail to hold 
it after touching or carrying it. 


fume /fju:m/ v [I] to be very angry, sometimes 
without expressing it © Days after the argument, he 
was Still fuming. 


fumes /fju:mz/ p! n harmful or strong-smelling 
gases or smoke © Neighbors complain about fumes 
from the nearby sewage treatment plant. 


fumigate /'fju:-ma,geit/ v [I/T] to remove 
harmful insects, bacteria, or disease, using chem- 
ical gas or smoke © [T] We had to fumigate the 
house to get rid of cockroaches. 
fumigation /,fju:-ma'ger-fan/ n [U] 


fun /fan/ n[U] pleasure, enjoyment, amusement, 
or someone or something that causes this © Every- 
body had a lot of fun at the party. © It’s no fun having 


to work on Saturdays. © He studies French just for 
fun/for the fun of it. 0 | only said it in fun (= as a 
joke). 

fun /fan/ adj [not gradable] infm! Oo Going camping 
would be a really fun thing to do. O Cindy is a fun 
person (= enjoyable to be with). > Usage: fun or 
funny? at FUNNY AMUSING 


IDIOM with fun 


efun arid games enjoyable activities © Being a co- 
median is not all fun and games. © These technolog- 
ical toys are more than just fun and games — they 
can teach kids things too. 


function © PURPOSE /'fagk:-fan/ n[C/U] a pur- 
pose or duty, or the way something or someone 
works © [U] The function of the veins is to carry blood 
to the heart. © [C] One of your functions as recep- 
tionist is to answer the phone. 

function © /'fank:Jan/ v [I] © She quickly learned 
how the office functions. © I’m so tired today, | can 
barely function. © Our spare bedroom also functions 
as a Study (= is also used for that purpose). 
functional © /'fank: fan-4l, -jnal/ adj intended 
to be used; practical rather than attractive © Our 
furniture isn’t very fancy, but it’s functional. © Is the 
plumbing functional yet (= does it work)? 
functionally © /'fagk: fan-4l-i, -{na-li/ adv 
MATHEMATICAL RELATIONSHIP /'fank-Jan/ n [C] 
mathematics a relationship between two sets in 
which each part of the first set is connected with 
just one member of the second set in number pairs 


CEREMONY /'fank: fan/ n [C] a social event or offi- 
cial ceremony © Morse went to the White House for 
a ceremonial function. 


fund © /fand/ n[C] a sum of money saved and 
made available for a particular purpose © a schol- 
arship fund for college students 0 the company’s pen- 
sion fund 
fund © /fand/ v [T] © He plans to donate money 
to fund health centers. 
funder © /'fan-dar/ n[C] © It’s the world’s largest 
funder of education. 
funding © /'fan-din/ n [U] money made avail- 
able for a particular purpose © Doug is trying to get 
funding for his research. 
funds © /'fandz/ pln money, often money for a 
specific purpose © I’m short of/low on funds at the 
moment. © The Brownies sold cookies to raise funds 
for their troop. 


WORD FAMILY fund 


Nouns fund Verbs fund 


refund 


funds 
refund 
funding 


fundamental © / fan-da'ment-l/ adj being 
the most basic or most important thing on which 
other things depend © fundamental beliefs/princi- 
ples © We need to make fundamental changes in the 
way we treat our environment. 
fundamentally © /,fan-da'ment:l-i/ adv [not 
gradable] © Their economy was fundamentally (= 
basically) in good shape. 
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fundamentals /,fan-da'ment:-lz/ p/n © In the 
early grades, children learn the fundamentals of 
reading. 


Fundamental Counting Principle n 
[U] mathematics a rule that says if there are x 
ways in which one thing can be done, and y ways 
in which another thing can then be done, then 
there are x Xy ways in which the two Lage can 
be done one after the other 


fundamental force n[C] physics any of the 
four forces in nature that are responsible for the 
way that matter behaves: ELECTROMAGNETIC force 
GRAVITY, STRONG FORCE, and WEAK FORCE 


fundamentalism / fan-da'ment-4l ,1z-am/n 
[U] the belief that the traditional principles of a 
religion or set of beliefs should be maintained 
fundamentalist /fan-da'ment:-l-ast/ n [C] © 
She is religious but not a fundamentalist. 
fundamentalist /,fan-da'ment-l-ast/ adj o 
fundamentalist groups 


fund-raiser n [C] a person or event that col- 
lects money, for example for a political organiza- 
tion or a CHARITY © The Boy Scouts collect cans as 
a fund-raiser. 


fund-raising, fundraising /‘fand ,re1-zin/ n (U] 
the activity of persuading people and organiza- 
tions to give money for something © The candidate 
raked in more than $4.9 million in cash from political 
fund-raising events. 


funeral /'fju:-na-ral/ n[C] a ceremony honoring 
someone who has recently died, which happens 
before burying or burning the body 


funeral home n [C] a place where the bodies 
of dead people are prepared to be buried or 
burned 


fungus /'fan-gas/ n [C/U] pl! fungi biology a 
plant without leaves, flowers, or color that lives on 
other plants or on decaying matter 


funk UNHAPPY /fagk/ n [U] the state of being 
unhappy and without hope © The team’s been in a 
funk, losing three of the last four games. 


MUSIC /fank/ n [U] a style of music related to jazz, 
with a strong rhythm 
funky /'fan:ki/ adj © a funky beat 


funky /‘fan-ki/ adj in a style that is informal and 
unusual © Darcy usually wears really funky clothes. 


funnel TUBE /‘fan-2l/ n [C] a tube with a wide 
opening at the top, sides that slope inward, and a 
narrow opening at the bottom, used for pouring 
liquids or powders into containers that have small 
openings © Pour the batter through a funnel into 
hot oil. >» Picture: filtration 

MOVE /'fan-9l/ v [I/T] -I-, -Il- to move or be moved 
through a narrow space, or to put something ina 
place or use something for a particular purpose © 
[|] The crowd funneled into the theater. 0 [T] We’ve 
been funneling our money into renovations. 


funnel cloud n[C] a TORNADO 


furious 


funny AMUSING /'fan-i/ adj [-er/-est only] amus- 
ing; causing laughter © Jerome is so funny. O She 
told me the funniest joke. 
funnies /'fan-iz/ pl n one or more pages in a 
newspaper that have groups of amusing drawings, 
each of which tell a story or joke © the Sunday fun- 
nies O Compare COMIC STRIP 


USAGE 
fun or funny? 
If something is fun, you enjoy doing it. 
! really liked the skating — it was such fun. 
If something is funny, it makes you laugh. 
It’s a very funny film. 


WORD CHOICES funny 


The adjective amusing is a more formal alter- 
native to “funny.” 
| gave her an article that | thought she would 
find amusing. 
If aremark, story, piece of writing, etc., is funny, 
you can describe it as humorous. 
She wrote a humorous account of her teenage 
years. 
If something is extremely funny, you can use 
the adjectives hilarious or (informal) hysterical. 
I’ve just read his autobiography — it’s 
absolutely hilarious. 
If someone talks in a way that is clever and 
funny, you can use the adjective witty. 
He was a very witty man. 
The adjective comical is sometimes used if 
someone or something looks funny. 
She looked so comical in that hat! 
You can describe a person or situation that is 
very funny informally as a laugh or a scream. 
You’d like Amanda — she’s a real scream. 


STRANGE /'fan-i/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 strange or sur- 
prising, or difficult to explain or understand © The 
washing machine is making funny noises again. © 
Something funny is going on next door. © That's 
funny — I’m sure | left my keys here, but now | can’t 
find them. © [+ question word] It’s funny how Pat 
always disappears whenever there’s work to be done. 
2 If you feel funny, you feel slightly ill: He felt a little 
funny after taking a pill on an empty stomach. 


funny bone /'fan-i:,boun/ n [C usually sing] 
the part of the ELBOW that hurts a lot if it is hit 
even lightly 


fur /f3r/ n [C/U] the soft, thick hair that covers the 
bodies of some animals, or the hair-covered skin 
of animals, removed from their bodies © [U] Per- 
sian cats have long fur. © [U] My jacket is lined with 
fur. © [C] She wore diamonds and furs and always 
looked glamorous. 
furry /'far-i/ adj covered with fur, or feeling or 
looking like fur © a furry animal O She was wearing 
her bathrobe and pink, furry slippers. 


furious ANGRY /'fjur-i:-as/ adj extremely angry 
© Sandy was furious with me for forgetting to pick 
her up. 
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furiously /'fjur-i:-a-sli/ advo She marched out of 
the house furiously. 
VIOLENT /'fjur-i:-as/ adj violent or forceful © Furious 
winds rocked the coastal town. 
furiously /'fjur-i:-a-sli/ adv energetically © / was 
furiously taking notes during the lecture. 


furl /‘farl/ v [7] (esp. of a flag, sail, or UMBRELLA) 
to roll or fold up and fasten © He took down the 
flag and furled it carefully. 


furlong /‘far-l:9/ n [C] a unit of length equal to 
1/8 mile or 201 meters, used esp. in horse racing 
© a six-furlong race 


furlough /‘fsr-lou/ n [C] a time allowed for a 
person to be absent, esp. from the army or a prison 
© I’m home on furlough. 


furnace /'f3r-nas/ n [C] a container for holding 
burning substances, usually to heat buildings or to 
melt metals and other materials 


furnish ADD FURNITURE /'f3r-n1J/ v [T] to put 
furniture in a place © They furnished their home with 
antiques. 
furnished /'far-n1jt/ adj [not gradable] o She's 
trying to rent a furnished apartment (= one that has 
furniture in it). 
furnishings /'far-nti- figz/ pin furniture and dec- 
orative items, such as curtains and floor coverings 
SUPPLY /'f3r-niJ/ v [T] to supply or provide some- 
thing needed © jJeanne’s catering company fur- 
nished all the food for the party. 


WORD FAMILY furnish 


Nouns furnishings 


Adjectives furnished 


furniture unfurnished 


Verbs — furnish 


furniture /'far-nt-tfa/ n[U] items such as chairs, 
tables, and beds that are used in a home or office 
O office/bedroom/lawn furniture 


furor /'fjor-2:r, -our, -ar/ n [U] a sudden expres- 
sion of excitement or anger by a lot of people, esp. 
in reaction to something © The research results cre- 
ated a furor in the medical press. 


furrow /'fsr-ou, 'fa-rou/ n[C]a long, narrow cut 
or fold in the surface of something © The plow sped 
along the furrow, turning over the earth. © He tried 
to smooth the furrow out of his jacket. 
furrow /'f3r-ou, 'fa-rou/ v[T] © When Tony’s deep 
in thought, he furrows his brow. 


furry /'far-i/ adj o See at FUR 


further MORE /'f3r-dar/ adj, adv more, extra, or 
additional; comparative of FAR AMOUNT © Call your 
local library for further information. © To further com- 
plicate things, | locked my keys in the car. O Not only 
did | arrive at my conclusions after careful thought, 
| took a further step and tested them. 

GREATER DISTANCE /'f3r-dar/ adj, adv to a greater 
distance in space or time; comparative of FAR DIS- 
TANCE 0 | can’t run any further. O Read alittle further 
and it will begin to make sense. 


CONFUSABLES 
further or farther? 
Further means the same as farther when you 
are talking about distance. 

further/farther along the street 
Only further is used to talk about something 
more or additional. 

Are there any further questions? 

Gas prices have increased further. 


= “ 


ENCOURAGE /'f3r-dar/ v [T] to help something to 

succeed; to advance something © She says the 
money would be a great help in furthering their 
cause. 


furthermore © /'f3r-dar,mo:r, -,mour/ adv 
[not gradable] (used to add information) also and 
more importantly © / don’t know what happened to 
Roberto, and furthermore, | don’t care. 


furthest DISTANCE /'f3r-dast/ adj, adv superlative 
of FAR DISTANCE © The furthest west I’ve ever gotten 
is the Grand Canyon. © USAGE: Both furthest and 
farthest are used as adverbs and adjectives. Far- 
thest is more commonly used when referring to 
distances. Furthest is more often used when the 
intended meaning is figurative. 


AMOUNT /'f3r-dast/ adj, adv superlative of FAR 
AMOUNT 0 At that time, the countries furthest along 
in terms of economic development were Chile, Mex- 
ico, and Venezuela. 
furthest /'far-dast/ pronoun © This is the furthest 
our soccer team has advanced in the playoffs. 


furtive /'fart-1v/ adj done or acting secretly and 
quietly to avoid being noticed © They exchanged 
furtive gestures and words of encouragement. 
furtively /'fart-1v-li/ advo She glanced furtively at 
the papers on his desk. 


furry /'fjor-i/ n [C/U] extreme anger or force © [U] 
The battle raged with mounting fury. 


fuse SAFETY DEVICE /fju:z/ n [C] a safety device 
for protecting an electrical system which contains 
a material that will melt if too much electricity 
passes through the system 


EXPLOSIVE DEVICE /fju:z/ n [C] a cord or tube 
along which a flame moves to light FIREWORKS or 
bomb, or a device inside a bomb that causes it to 
explode at a particular time or when it hits 
something 


JOIN /fju:z/ v [I/T] to join or become combined, or 
to cause things to join © [I] The two cells are fused 
with a jolt of electricity. 0 [T] The heat of the fire fused 
many of the machine’s parts together. 
fusion /'fju:-3an/ n [C/U] 1 [C] His innovative al- 
bums feature a fusion of progressive rock and soul. 
2 physics Fusion is also the technique of joining 
atoms in a reaction that produces energy: [U] nu- 
clear fusion © Compare FISSION 


fuse box n [C] a container that holds several 
FUSES SAFETY DEVICE , for example for a home or 
vehicle 
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fuselage /'fjur-sa,la3, -za-/ n [C] the main part 
of an aircraft 


fusillade /'fju:-sa lad, -za-, -,lerd/ n [C] a num- 
ber of bullets fired at the same time or one after 
another quickly 


fuss /fas/ n [U] the condition of being excited, 
annoyed, or not satisfied about something, esp. 
about something that is not very important © [U] 
Let's see what all the fuss is about. © [U] She learned 
to make good food without too much fuss. 0 [C] Why 
are they suddenly making a fuss about this (= be- 
coming excited about it)? 
fuss /fas/ v [I] to become upset or excited © She 
was never one to fuss about insignificant things. © 
Some people like to be fussed over (= receive a lot 
of attention). © She sat there fussing with her bright 
red dress (= touching and moving it nervously). 


fussy NOT SATISFIED /'fas-i/ adj disapproving not 
easily satisfied or pleased; worried or careful about 
unimportant details © She’s really fussy about who 
she goes out with. © Kevin’s a fussy eater. 

TOO DECORATED /'fas-i/ adj having too much dec- 
oration or too many details © My new dress is so- 
phisticated but not too fussy. 


futile /‘fju:t-1, ‘'fju:-tail/ adj [not gradable] 
achieving no result; not effective or successful © 
The plane detoured north in a futile attempt to avoid 
the bad weather. 
futility /fju:'til-at-i/ n [U] © A sense of futility and 
powerlessness infected her. 


futon /‘fu:-tan/ n [C] a MATTRESS (= large, flat, 
firm bag filled with soft material and used for 
sleeping on) which is used on the floor or on a 
wooden frame that can often be folded to make a 
seat O a futon sofa 


future TIME /'fju:-tfar/ n [C/U] time which is to 
come, or something that will happen or exist later 
© [U] What are your plans for the future? 0 [U] We 
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hope to buy a house in the foreseeable future. © [C] 
He faces an uncertain future. © [U] | really don't ex- 
pect any change in the near future. © I'll be sure to 
observe the speed limit in the future (= the next 
time). 

future /'fju:-tfar/ adj [not gradable] © She was 
aware that her writings might speak to future gen- 
erations of African Americans. 

futuristic /,fju:-tfa'ris-tik/ adj relating to the fu- 
ture, or very modern or advanced © Her latest novel 
is a futuristic thriller, set in the twenty-first century. 
© The mall is noted for its futuristic, glass-steel-and- 
concrete construction. 


CONDITION /'fju:-tfar/ n [C/U] the conditions for 
success O [U] In 1903, Ford realized that the future 
of automobiles lay in making them faster and 
cheaper. © [C usually sing] Candidates always prom- 
ise a brighter future for Americans. 


GRAMMAR /'fju:-tfar/ adj [not gradable] grammar 
having the tense of the verb used to describe ac- 
tions, events, or states that will happen or exist 
later O In the sentence, “Who will look after the 
dog?”, the phrase “will look” is in the future tense. 


future perfect n (U] grammar the tense 
formed using “will have” or “shall have” with a 
past participle to show that an action will be com- 
pleted by a particular time in the future © “/ will 
have left by noon” is in the future perfect. 


fuzz /faz/ n[U] infmi light, loose hairs or fibers, or 
a covering or mass of these © He’s got a little ado- 
lescent fuzz on his upper lip. © Nylon doesn’t create 
fuzz like natural fibers. 
fuzzy /'faz-i/ adj © | peel peaches because | don't 
like their fuzzy skins. 


fuzzy /‘faz-i/ adj not clear or not easily heard, 
seen, or understood © Is the picture always fuzzy on 
your TV? © The basic facts of the story are starting 
to emerge though the details are still fuzzy. 


FYI abbreviation for for your information © FYI, to- 
morrow’s staff meeting is scheduled for 10 A.M. 
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G LETTER, g /d3i:/ n[C] p!G’s, Gs, g’s, gs the sev- 
enth letter of the English alphabet 

MUSICAL NOTE /d3i:/ n [C/U] p/ G’s, Gs music in 
Western music, the fifth note in the SCALE (= series 
of notes) that begins on the note C, or a set of 
notes based on this note 

FORCE /d3i:/ n[C] physics a unit of measure that is 
equal to the force of GRAVITY at the surface of the 
earth 

MOVIE /d3i:/ adj abbreviation for general © USAGE: 
Used in the US for movies considered suitable for 
all people, including children of any age. 0 Com- 
pare NC-17; PG; R MOVIE 


MONEY /d3i:/ n [C] abbreviation for GRAND MONEY 
GQ WEIGHT n [C] pl g abbreviation for GRAM 


gab /geb/ v [I] -bb- infm/ to talk continuously and 
eagerly, esp. about unimportant matters © The two 
of us were always gabbing away. 
gab /gzeb/ n [U] © Along with his gift for gab, he 
has a great grasp of human nature. 


gable /'ger-bal/ n [C] the triangular top end of 
the wall of a building where it meets the sloping 
parts of a roof 


gadget /'gzd3-at/ n [C] a small device or ma- 
chine with a particular purpose © This handy gada- 
get separates egg yolks from whites. 


gaffe /gzf/ n [C] an embarrassing mistake © His 
failure to ask for his teacher's advice was a major 
gaffe. 


gag PIECE OF CLOTH /gzg/ n[C] a piece of cloth 
that is put over or in a person’s mouth to stop the 
person from speaking, shouting, or calling for help 
© The thieves tied him to a chair and put a gag over 
his mouth. 
gag /geg/ v [T] -gg- © He was left bound and 
gagged until the next morning. 

ALMOST VOMIT /gzq/ v [I] -gg- to experience the 
sudden, uncomfortable feeling in the throat and 
stomach that makes you feel you are going to 
vomit © The smell of burning rubber made him gag. 

JOKE /gzeg/ n [C] infmi a joke, or an amusing trick 
© He used to write gags for a talk-show host. 


gaggle /‘gxg-al/ n [C] a group of GEESE, or a 
group of people, esp. if they are noisy or silly 0 A 
gaggle of kids followed him down the street. 

gag order, gag rule n [C] an official order not 
to discuss something, esp. a legal case 

gaiety /'ger-at-i/ n[U] happiness and excitement 
O She loved the gaiety of the holiday season. © Re- 
lated noun: GAY HAPPY 


gaily /'gei-li/ adv brightly, or in a happy manner 
© gaily colored blouses 


gain OBTAIN /gein/ v [T] to obtain something 
useful, advantageous, or positive O He gained con- 
trol of the business. © You've got nothing to lose and 


everything to gain. © He hoped to gain an advantage 
by beginning his campaign early. 

gain /getn/ n[C/U] © [U] The commissioner denied 
having used his office for personal gain. 

INCREASE /gern/ v [I/T] 1 to increase in weight, 
speed, height, or amount © [T] /’ve gained weight, 
and I'm going on a diet. 0 [T] The campaign has 
been gaining momentum ever since the television ads 
started to run. © [I] Step on the gas — they're gaining 
on us (= getting nearer to us). 2 If a clock or watch 
gains or gains time, it works too quickly and shows 
a time that is later than the real time. 
gain /gein/ n [C/U] © [C] Stock prices rose again 
today after yesterday's gains. 


gait /geit/ n[C] a particular way of walking © He 
walked with a slow, stiff gait. 


gal /gzel/ n [C] infmia GIRL 
gal. n [C] pigal., gals. abbreviation for GALLON 


gala /'ger-lo, 'gzel-a/ n [C] a special public occa- 
sion at which there is a lot of entertainment © a 
gala affair 


galaxy /'gzl-ak-si/ n [C] earth science 1 one of 
the large, independent groups of stars in the uni- 
verse 2 A galaxy is sometimes used to describe a 
gathering of famous people: a galaxy of Hollywood 
stars 


gale /geil/ n [C] a very strong wind 


gall ANNOY /go:l/ v [T] to make someone an- 
noyed © It galls him to take orders from a less ex- 
perienced colleague. 
galling /'g2:-lin/ adj o He found his reduced status 
galling. 

RUDE BEHAVIOR /g2:1/ n[U] inability to understand 
that your behavior or what you Say is rude and not 
acceptable to other people © [+ to infinitive] / don't 
know how she can have the gall to accuse other peo- 
ple of being lazy when she comes in late every day! 


gallant BRAVE /‘gzl-ant/ adj showing no fear of 
dangerous or difficult things © She made a gallant 
effort to win, even if her effort fell short. 

POLITE /ga'lant, ga'lznt, 'gzl-ant/ adj (of a man) 
polite to women, esp. when in public © He was 
always charming and gallant toward women. 


gall bladder /'g>:1 blzd-ar/ n [C] a small or- 
gan in the body connected to the LIVER that stores 
a liquid substance that helps you to digest food 


gallery BUILDING /‘gzl-a-ri/ n [C] a room or 
building that is used for showing or selling works 
of art © There are some contemporary art galleries 
you should visit. 

RAISED AREA /'gzel-a-ri/ n[C] a raised area around 
the sides or at the back of a large room that pro- 
vides extra space for people to sit or stand 


galley /'gzl-i/ n [C] a kitchen in a ship or aircraft 
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gallivant /‘gzl-a,veent/ v [I] humorous to visit or 
go to a lot of different places, enjoying yourself 
and having few worries or responsibilities © / don’t 
go gallivanting around like this every night. 


gallon /‘gzl-an/, abbreviation gal. n [C] a unit of 
measurement of volume of liquid equal to 4 quarts 
or 3.78 liters 


gallop /'gz!l-ap/ v [I/T] (of a horse) to run fast so 
that all four feet come off the ground together in 
each act of forward movement 
gallop /'gel-ap/ n [C] © The horse suddenly broke 
into a gallop. 
galloping /'gel-a-pin/ adj [not gradable] in- 
creasing or developing at a very fast and often un- 
controllable rate © galloping inflation 


gallows /'gzl-ouz/ n [C] pl gallows a raised, 
wooden structure used, esp. in the past, for hang- 
ing criminals 


galore /ga'ls:r, -'lour/ adj [only after n] [not 
gradable] in great amounts or numbers 0 Down 
South you get biscuits and gravy and fried foods 
galore. 


galoshes /ga'laf-az/ pi n large, waterproof 
shoes, usually made of rubber, for wearing over 
ordinary shoes esp. during snowy weather 


galvanize /‘gzl-va ,naiz/ v[T] to cause a person 
or group to suddenly take action, esp. by shocking 
or exciting them in some way © Why not use the 
media to galvanize the community into action? 


galvanometer /,gzl-vo'nam-at-ar/ n [C] 
physics a device used to measure small amounts 
of electric current 


gambit /'‘gem-bat/n[C] something that you do 
or say that is intended to achieve an advantage 
and usually involves taking a risk © The arrest of the 
political leader was seen as the opening gambit in a 
move to take control of the government. 


gamble /‘gzm-bal/ v 1 to risk losing money in 
the hope of winning a lot more money, esp. if the 
result of a future event happens as you hope ° [I] 
Some people like to gamble even though the odds 
are against them. © [M] He gambled away most of 
his money. 2 To gamble is also to do something 
that you think is worth doing although it might 
not succeed or you might lose money: [+ that 
clause] We're gambling that enough people will 
show up at the concert to cover our expenses. 
gamble /'gam-bal/ n[C usually sing] © Starting 
up a new business is always a gamble. 
gambler /‘gzem-blar/ n [C] 9 Gamblers can seek 
help from government-financed treatment programs. 
gambling /'gzem-blin/ n [U] © Gambling in the 
form of state lotteries is used to raise money for 
education. 


game ENTERTAINMENT /geim/ n [C] 1 an en- 
tertaining activity, esp. one played by children, or 
a sports competition © a baseball/basketball/foot- 
ball/soccer game © The kids are playing a computer 
game. © | told the children to put away their toys and 
games (= equipment for an entertaining activity). 
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© Search dogs do an important job, but it’s just a 
game to the dog (= something that is done for fun). 
0 Not telling the whole truth is one of the games that 
people play (= one of the ways in which they be- 
have in order to get an advantage). 2 In some ac- 
tivities such as tennis, a game is one part of a 
competition: I’m ahead, 3 games to 2. 

games /geimz/ pi n an organized competition 
consisting of different sporting events © the Olym- 
pic Games 

gaming /‘ger-min/ n[U] 1 the activity of playing 
games on computers and other electronic devices 
© Alienware has actually branched out beyond the 
typical gaming market. 2 Gaming is also a name for 
the industry in which people GAMBLE by playing 
cards and other games in CASINOS. 

WILLING /geim/ adj willing to do something, esp 
something different, new, or slightly dangerous © 
The ocean water’s cold but I’m going in anyway - 
are you game? 

ANIMALS /geim/ n [U] wild animals and birds that 
are hunted for food or sport O Deer and pheasant 
are types of game. 


game plan n [CJ a plan for achieving success © 
Cutting costs is part of our game plan. 


game show » [C] a television program in 
which people compete for money and prizes, of- 
ten by answering questions 


gamete /ga'mi:t, 'gazm-i:t/ n [C] biology a 
male or female cell that can unite with a cell of the 
opposite sex for the purpose of reproducing 


gamma radiation /‘gem-a ,reid-i:'e1- fan/ 
n(U] physics a type of powerful energy that travels 
in WAVES ENERGY FORM and can go through most 
solid objects 


gamut /'gem-at/ n (UJ) the whole range of 
things that can be included in something © Her 
stories express the gamut of emotions from joy to 
despair. 


gander BIRD /'gzen-dar/ n [C] a male GOOSE (= 
a large bird) 

LOOK /'geen-dar/ n [UJ infm! a quick look 0 | heard 
she had a new car, so! went out to take a gander at 
it. 

gang CRIMINALS /gzn/ n [C] a group of crimi- 
nals or of people, esp. young men and women, 
who spend time together and cause trouble 0 The 
clubs present an alternative to becoming involved in 
a gang. 

GROUP /gzn/ n [C] a group of people who are 
friendly with each other or are involved in the 
same activity O | went out with the usual gang on 
Friday night — all my friends from college. 


PHRASAL VERB with gang 


egang up on someone infm! to unite as a group 
against someone ° Johnnie says the girls in his class 
are ganging up on him and teasing him. 

ganglion /'gzp-gli:-an/ n (C] biology a group 
of nerve cells found outside the brain and SPINAL 
CORD 
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gangly /‘gengli/, gangling /‘gzen:glin/ adj tall, 
thin, and awkward in movement © Susan showed 
up with a tall, gangly boy. 


gangplank /‘genplenk/, gangway /‘gen 
wei/ n[C] a board or similar object put between 
a ship and the land so that people can get on and 
off 


gangrene /'gzn-gri:n, gzen'gri:n/ n [U] decay 
of part of a person’s body because the blood has 
stopped flowing there © Doctors were afraid gan- 
grene might set in. 


gangster /'gzn-ster/ n [C] a member of an or- 
ganized group of violent criminals 


gangway /‘gay-wel/ n [C] a passage for walk- 
ing, esp. on a ship, or a GANGPLANK 
gangway /'gen'wei/ exclamation used to ask 
people to move so that you can go past quickly 


gap /gep/ n[C] 1 an empty space or opening in 
the middle of something or between two things © 
Picking up speed, she closed the gap between them. 
o She has a gap between her front teeth. 2 A gap 
can be a period in which something does not hap- 
pen: After a gap of five years, Juanita decided to go 
back to work full-time. 3 A gap can also be some- 
thing lacking: Some people read to fill in gaps in their 
education. 4 A gap can also be a difference be- 
tween people: He was trying to bridge the gap be- 
tween elders and youth, the middle class and poor. 


gape /geip/ v[I] to look in great surprise at some- 
one or something, esp. with an open mouth © We 
all stood gaping at the bear in our backyard. 


gaping /‘ge1-pin/ adj open wide © He had a gap- 
ing wound and we called for an ambulance. 


garage /ga'ra3, -'rad3, Cdn ga're3, -'raed3/ n[C] 
1 a building where a car or cars are kept, esp. one 
that is next to or part of a house © The car wasn't 
in the garage so | thought you weren't home. 2 A 
garage is also a place where you can have your car 
repaired. 


garage sale n[C] an occasion when people sell 
things, often in a garage or outside a house, that 
are no longer wanted 


garb /garb/ n [U] fmi clothes that are in a partic- 
ular style O She was dressed in Roman garb for the 
play. 

garbage WASTE /'gar-bid3/ n [U] waste mate- 
rial, esp. unwanted food, or a container in which 
waste is kept © She threw the cheese in the garbage. 
© Take the garbage can/bags out to the curb to be 
picked up. © There will be no regular garbage collec- 
tion Monday. © We were stuck in traffic behind a 
garbage truck (= a large vehicle that collects gar- 
bage from containers outside buildings). 

NONSENSE /'gar-bid3/ n[U] nonsense, or worthless 
ideas or things © There’s an awful lot of garbage on 
television and radio. 


garbage disposal n [C] an electrical device 
attached under a kitchen SINK that cuts unwanted 
food into very small pieces so that it can be washed 
away with water 


garbageman /‘gar-bid3 ,mzen/ n [C] pi! -men 
a person whose job is to collect the garbage from 
containers outside houses and other buildings 


garbanzo (bean) /gar'ban-zou ('bi:n)/ n[C] 
p! garbanzos a CHICKPEA 


garbled /'gar-bald/ adj (of something said) con- 
fused and unclear, or giving a false idea © He left a 
garbled message on my answering machine. 


garden /'gard-2n/ n[C] 1 a piece of land, usually 
near a home, where flowers and other plants are 
grown © We have a vegetable garden. 2 Gardens 
are also public places where flowers, trees, and 
other plants are grown for people to enjoy. 
garden /'gard-8n/ v [I] © You've probably never 
gardened in your life. 
gardener /'gard-nar, -®n-ar/ n[C] someone who 
takes care of a garden either as a hobby or as a 
regular job 
gardening /'gard-nin, -9n-1n/ n [U] the activity 
or hobby of taking care of a garden © | don’t do 
very much gardening. 


WORD FAMILY garden 


Nouns garden 


Verbs garden 
gardener 


gardening 


gardenia /gar'di:n-jo/ n [C] a plant with large 
white or yellow flowers that have a sweet smell 

garden-variety adj very common or ordinary 
© an ordinary, garden-variety mystery story 

gargantuan /gar'gzen-tJa-wan/ adj very large 
© He has a gargantuan ego. 

gargle /‘gar-gal/ v [I] to wash your mouth or 
throat by holding liquid in your mouth, keeping 
your head back, and breathing out slowly through 


the mouth © For a sore throat, gargle with warm salt 
water. 


gargoyle /'gar-go1l/ n [C] a stone object in the 
shape of the head of an ugly creature, usually seen 
on the roofs of old churches and other buildings 


garish /'ger-1J, ‘ger-/ adj showy or too brightly 
colored © The coffee shop, painted a garish pink, is 
a landmark in the neighborhood. 


garland /‘gar-land/ n [C] a circle made of flow- 
ers and leaves worn around the neck or head as a 
decoration 


garlic /'gar-lik/ n[U] a plant of the onion family 
that has a strong taste and smell and is used in 
cooking to add flavor 


garlic bread n [U] bread that has been spread 
with a mixture of butter, garlic, and sometimes 
herbs before being heated 


garment /'gar-mant/ n [C] fmi a piece of cloth- 
ing © He’s fussy about how a garment fits him. 


garment bag n [C] a long, flat bag in which 
you can keep suits and other clothes neat while 
you travel 
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garner /'gar-nar/ v [T] to get or earn something 
valuable or respected, often with difficulty © Cop- 
pola garnered several Oscars for his movie, “The 
Godfather.” 


garnet /'gar-nat/ n [C] a dark red stone used in 
jewelry © a garnet ring 


garnish /'gar-nrf/ v [T] to decorate food with a 
small amount of a different food © Garnish the dish 
with lemon wedges. 
garnish /'gar-nif/ n[C] © Use chopped parsley for 
a garnish. 


garret /'gzr-at/ n[C] a small room at the top of 
a house 


garrison /'gzr-a-san/ n[C] a group of soldiers 
living in or defending a town or building, or the 
buildings that the soldiers live in 


garrulous /'gzr-a-las, 'gaer-ja-/ adj having the 
habit of talking a lot, esp. about unimportant 
things © | had talked too much about myself and felt 
like a garrulous old fool. 


garter /'gart-ar/ n (C] a narrow piece of elastic 
used for holding up a STOCKING or sock 


garter snake /‘gart-ar snerk/ n [C] a small 
snake with a pattern of long, thin marks along its 
body whose bite is not poisonous 


Gas MATTER /gezs/ n [C/U] 1 science a form of 
matter that is neither solid nor liquid and can in- 
crease in size to fill any container 2 science Gas is 
also the usual word used to talk about NATURAL 
GAS. 3 Gas is also the feeling that you sometimes 
get after eating a lot and the air such eating pro- 
duces in your stomach. 
gas /gzxs/ v [T] -ss- to kill or injure people or ani- 
mals by making them breathe poisonous gas © 
Hundreds of thousands of soldiers were gassed in 
World War I. 
gaseous /'gexs-i-as, 'gzeJ-as/ adj science consist- 
ing of gases 
gassy /'gzs-i/ adj feeling that your stomach is full 
of gas 

LIQUID FUEL /gzs/, gasoline /‘gzes-a,li:n, ,--'-/ n 
[U] a liquid obtained from PETROLEUM (= dark, 
thick oil), used esp. as a fuel for cars and other 
vehicles 0 We're running low on gas. 


PHRASAL VERB with gas 


egas up (something) [M] , gassed to put fuel ina 
vehicle © | want to gas up when we get to the next 
service area. 


gash /gz{/ v(T] to make along deep cut in some- 
thing © She gashed her knee when she slipped on a 
rock. 
gash /gzef/ n [C] © He suffered a deep gash on his 
hand from the broken glass. 


gasket /'gzs-kat/ n [C] a flat piece of soft ma- 
terial or rubber put between two joined metal sur- 
faces to prevent gas, oil, or steam from escaping 


gas mask n [C] a device a person wears over 
the face to protect against breathing in poisonous 
gases 


__ GATT 


gasoline /‘gzes:9,liin, ,gzes-a'lizn/ n [U] GAS 
LIQUID FUEL 


gasp /gesp/ v [I/T] to take a short quick breath 
through the mouth, esp. because of surprise, pain, 
or shock © [I] When he collapsed on stage, the au- 
dience gasped. © [T] “Help me!” he gasped. 
gasp /gzsp/ n [C] © The circus acrobats drew 
gasps from the crowd. 


gas station n[C] a place where drivers can buy 
fuel and oil 


gassy /'gzs-i/ adj © See at GAS MATTER 


gastric /'gzes-trik/ adj [not gradable] medical of 
the stomach © gastric juices © a gastric ulcer 


gastropod /'gzs-tra pad/ n[C] biology any of 
a group of animals with soft, flat bodies, no legs, 
and often a shell, for example, a SNAIL or SLUG 
CREATURE 


gate /geit/ n [C] 1 a section of a fence or outer 
wall that can swing open to let you through © /| 
pushed open the gate and went into the backyard. 
2 A gate is also the door at an airport that you go 
through to get on an aircraft: All passengers for 
flight 103 please proceed to gate D4. 


gate-crasher /‘geit ,kraef-ar/ n [C] a person 
who goes to a party without being invited to it © 
The party was ruined by a couple of noisy, rude gate- 
crashers. 


gateway /‘geit-wei/ n [C] a place through 
which you have to go to get to another place, esp. 
a tall and wide entrance through a wall © (fig.) The 
new airport is regarded as the most convenient gate- 
way to southeast Asia. 


gather COLLECT /'gzeé-ar/ v [T] 1 to collect or 
obtain things, esp. from different places 0 | went 
to several libraries to gather information. © We gath- 
ered blackberries from the nearby fields. 2 \f some- 
thing gathers momentum/speed, it gradually 
becomes faster or stronger: Pressure for reform of 
the health-care system is gathering momentum. 

COME TOGETHER /'gzé6-:ar/ v [I] (of people or ani- 
mals) to come together in a group © A crowd gath- 
ered to hear her speak. 
gathering /'gzed-a-rin/ n [C] © We're having a 
little social gathering (= meeting of people) tonight 
and hope you can come. 

UNDERSTAND /'gzé6-:ar/ v fm/ to understand or be- 
lieve something as a result of something that has 
been said or done © [+ (that) clause] From the look 
on their faces, she gathered (that) they were an- 
noyed with her. 


IDIOM with gather 


egather dust to be forgotten or not used 0 My 
tennis racket has just been gathering dust since | hurt 
my back. 


gator /‘geit-ar/ n(C] short form of ALLIGATOR 


GATT /gzt/, abbreviation of General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade n [U] world history an agree- 
ment made by 132 countries to improve trade 
from 1948 to 1994 
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gauche /gouJ/ adj behaving in a way that is of- 
fensive to other people, esp. because of not know- 
ing what is correct or not caring about the feelings 
of others © It was gauche to invite them just two 
days before the party. 


gaudy /'g2:d-i, 'gad-i/ adj having too many 
bright colors © He was wearing a gaudy Hawaiian 
shirt. 


gauge /geid3/ v [T] to calculate an amount by 
using a measuring device or by your own judg- 
ment, or to make a judgment about people’s feel- 
ings © It was not easy to gauge his height from this 
distance, but he seemed pretty tall. © [+ question 
word] It’s difficult to gauge how they'll react when 
they hear the news. 
gauge /geid3/ n[C] 1 a device for measuring the 
amount or size of something © She used a pressure 
gauge to measure the air pressure in her bicycle tires. 
© The test is simply a gauge of (= a way of judging) 
how well they will do in college. 2 A gauge is also a 
measure of the thickness of a wire or of the open- 
ing inside the BARREL (= long part) of a gun: a 712- 
gauge shotgun 


gaunt /go:nt, gant/ adj very thin, esp. because 
of illness or hunger © He’s always been thin, but now 
he looks gaunt, his skin stretched tight over his 
bones. 


gauntlet /‘g>:nt-lat, ‘gant-/ n [C] a long thick 
GLOVE (= covering for the hand), worn for 
protection 


gauze /g2:z/ n[U] a very thin, light cloth used 
for making clothing and for covering cuts in the 
skin O a gauze skirt O a sterile gauze bandage 


gave /geiv/ past simple of GIVE 


gavel /‘gev-al/ n[C] a small hammer used by an 
official in charge of a meeting for hitting a wooden 
block or table in order to get people’s attention © 
The judge banged her gavel and said, “Quiet, 
please!” 


gawk /gp:k/ v [I] to look at something or some- 
one in a foolish way without thinking © Don’t stand 
there gawking at her, give her a hand! 


gay HOMOSEXUAL /ge1/ adj 1 homosexual © gay 
rights 2 USAGE: Sometimes gay refers only to men. 
gay /ge1/ n [C] © The law banned discrimination 
against gays. 

HAPPY /ge1/ adj [-er/-est only] dated (of a person) 
happy, or (of a place) bright and attractive O Her 
gay, lively personality made her attractive to every- 
one who knew her. O Related noun: GAIETY 


gaze /geiz/ v [I] to look at something or someone 
for along time, esp. in surprise, admiration, or be- 
cause you are thinking about something else © He 
spends hours gazing out of the window when he 
should be working. 
gaze /geiz/ n[U]°/ felt his gaze on me as | walked 
out the door. 


gazebo /g9'zi:-bou/ n [C] pi gazebos a small, 
often decorated shelter with no walls, usually in an 
open space, where people rest and relax 


gazelle /ga'zel/ n[C] an animal like a small deer 
that lives in Africa or Asia 


gazette /ga'zet/ n[C usually sing] (used only in 
the titles of newspapers) a newspaper © the Mon- 
treal Gazette 


gazpacho /goa'spatf-ou/ n [U] a spicy soup 
made from TOMATOES (= juicy, red fruit) and vege- 
tables and eaten cold 


GB n [C] abbreviation for GIGABYTE 


GDP rn [U] abbreviation for GROSS DOMESTIC 
PRODUCT 


gear MACHINE PART /gir/ n 1 (in a machine) a 
wheel having pointed parts around the edge that 
come together with similar parts of other wheels 
to control how much power from an engine goes 
to the moving parts of a machine 2 In a vehicle, a 
gear is any of several limited ranges of power that 
are used for different speeds: [U] Use second gear 
going up a steep hill. 

MAKE READY /gir/ v [always + adv/prep] to make 
something ready or suitable for a particular pur- 
pose © [T] Our program is geared to the needs of 
children. 


EQUIPMENT /gir/ n[U] equipment or clothes used 
for a particular activity © camping gear 


PHRASAL VERB with gear 


¢gear up to prepare for an activity or event © Pol- 
iticians are already gearing up for the next election. 


gearshift /n/ n [C] a metal rod or handle that 
you use to change from one GEAR to another in a 
vehicle 


GED n [C] abbreviation for general equivalency di- 
ploma (= a document given to someone who did 
not complete HIGH SCHOOL but has passed an ex- 
amination on those school subjects) 


gee /d3i:/ exclamation an expression of surprise, 
enthusiasm, annoyance, etc. © Gee, |’m so glad you 
called! 


geek /gi:k/ n [C] someone who is extremely in- 
terested in computers, esp. someone whose only 
interest is computers 0 Thanks to brilliant computer 
geeks, | can copy, scan, fax, and send photos all from 
a single machine. 


geese /gi:s/ pi of GOOSE BIRD 


gee whiz /d3i: ‘wiz, -'hwiz/ exclamation an ex- 
pression of surprise, enthusiasm, annoyance, etc. 
© Gee whiz, where'd you get that hat? 


geezer /'gi:-zar/ n [C] an old man © USAGE: This 
word is sometimes considered offensive. 


Geiger counter /‘gai-gar ,kaunt-ar/ n [C] an 
electronic device for finding and measuring the 
level of RADIOACTIVITY (= energy from atoms 
breaking) 


geisha /'ger-fa, 'gi:-/ n [C] a Japanese woman 
trained in music and dancing whose job is enter- 
taining men 


gel /dgel/ n[U] a thick, soft, partly liquid substance 
© hair gel 
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gel /dzel/ v [I] -ll- (of a liquid) to become thick o 
As the pudding cooled, it began to gel. 


gelatin /'dzel-at-®n/ n [U] a clear substance ob- 
tained by boiling animal bones, skin, etc., and 
used to make some foods and other substances 
such as glue 


gelding /'gel-dig/ n [C] a male horse that has 
had its TESTICLES (= sexual organs that produce 
sperm) removed 


gem /dzem/ n[C] 1 a precious stone, esp. when 
cut into a regular shape; jewel © The necklace was 
studded with diamonds, rubies, and other gems. 2 If 
you say that something or someone is a gem, you 
mean that you value the quality or beauty of that 
person or thing highly: The building was an archi- 
tectural gem. 


Gemini /'djem-a,nai/ n [C/U] the third sign of 
the ZODIAC, covering the period May 21 to June 
21 and represented by TWINS, or a person born 
during this period 


gender © SEX /'dzen-dar/ n [C/U] the male or 
female sex, or the state of being either male or 
female © [U] Discrimination on the basis of gender 
is not allowed. 


GRAMMAR /'d3en-dar/ n [C/U] grammar the di- 
visions, usually MASCULINE, FEMININE, and NEU- 
TER, into which nouns are separated in some 
languages © [C] French has two genders and Ger- 
man has three. 


gene /d3i:n/ n (C] biology a specific chemical 
pattern on a CHROMOSOME (= cell structure) that 
is received from the parents and controls the de- 
velopment of particular characteristics in an ani- 
mal or plant 


genealogy /,d3i:-ni:'al-9-d3i, -'ael-/ n [C/U] the 
study of the history of the past and present mem- 
bers of a family, or a particular history of this type 
© [C] He has produced a genealogy of his family go- 
ing back to 1732. 
genealogical /,d3i:-ni:-a'lad3-1-kal/ adj (not 
gradable] 


gene pool n (C] biology all the GENES of a par- 
ticular type of plant or animal 


genera /‘dgen-a-ra/ pl of GENUS 


general COMMON /'dzen-ral, -9-ral/ adj involv- 
ing or relating to most people, things, or condi- 
tions, esp. when these are considered as a unit; not 
particular or specific © the general standard of living 
© This book is intended for the general reader (= one 
who does not have special knowledge). © He has 
only a general knowledge of anatomy (= does not 
have detailed information about it). © In general 
(= In most cases), women live longer than men. 
generality /,dgen-a'rel-at-i/ n [C usually pl] a 
statement without details and sometimes without 
much meaning © The candidate's speech was full of 
generalities and never focused on the issues. 
generally /'dzen-ra-li, -a-ra-li/ adv o It was gen- 
erally believed at the time that both men were guilty. 
© The baby generally (= usually) wakes up twice dur- 
ing the night. 
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generic 


generalize /'dgen-ra laiz, -a-ra-/ v [I] to make a 
statement that relates to many people, things, or 
conditions, esp. when based on limited facts © You 
can't generalize about a continent as varied as 
Africa. 
generalization /,dzen-ra-la'zer-fan, -a-ra-/ n 
[C/U] © [C] The report is full of sweeping generali- 
zations (= statements that lack facts or details and 
may be wrong). 
OFFICER /‘d3en-ral, -a-ral/ n [(C] a military officer of 
the highest rank 


WORD FAMILY general 


Nouns generality Verbs generalize 


generalization Adverbs generally 
Adjectives general 


general anesthetic n [C] a drug used for 
making a person unconscious so that the person 
does not feel pain during an operation 


general delivery n [U] a department in a 
post office that will receive and hold mail for a per- 
son to pick up 


general election n [C) a national or state 
election, not a local one 


general store n [C] a store, usually in a rural 
area, that sells food and a large variety of other 
products 


generate © /'dzen-9,reit/ v [T] to cause to ex- 
ist; produce O The new construction project will gen- 
erate 500 new jobs. © Her latest book has generated 
a lot of excitement. 0 The power plant generates elec- 
tricity for the eastern part of the state. 
generation © /,dzen-a'rer-fan/ n[(U] © the gen- 
eration of electricity 
generator /'dzen-9 ,reit-ar/ n[C] a machine that 
produces electricity 


generation © GROUP /,dzen-9're1- fan/ n[C] 
1 all the people of about the same age within a 
society or within a particular family, or the usual 
period of time from a person’s birth to the birth of 
his or her children © the last/next generation O There 
were three generations at the wedding — grandpar- 
ents, parents, and children. © This farm has been in 
the family for generations. 2 A generation is also a 
group of products or machines that are all at the 
same stage of development: a new generation of 
cancer drugs © third-generation computers 
generational /,dzen-9a'rer- fan-9l/ adj o The poll 
found major generational differences in opinion. 

REPRODUCTION /,d3en-9'rer: fan/ n[U] biology (of 
living things) the act or process of reproducing 


generation gap n [usually sing] a lack of un- 
derstanding between older and younger people 
that results from different experiences of life 


Generation X, short form Gen X n[U] the peo- 
ple born in the US in the second half of the 1960s 
or the early part of the 1970s 


generic /d39'ner-1k/ adj 1 relating to or shared 
by a whole group of similar things; not specific to 
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any particular thing © Jazz is a generic term for a 
wide range of different styles of music. 2 Generic also 
means not having a trademark: a generic drug 
generic /d3a'ner-1k/ n[C] a product, esp. a drug, 
that is no longer owned or legally controlled by a 
particular company 


generosity /,dgen-a'ras-at-i/ n[U] a willingness 
to give help or support, esp. more than is usual or 
expected © She is admired for her generosity. 


generous /'dgen-2-ras/ adj (of someone) willing 
to give help or support, esp. more than is usual or 
expected, or (of something) larger than usual or 
expected O a generous donor © food in generous 
portions 
generously /'dgen-a-ra-sli/ adv © Please give 
generously to those in need. 


WORD FAMILY generous 


Adverbs generously 


Nouns generosity 


Adjectives generous 


genesis /'dzen-a-sas/ n [U] 1 the time when 
something came into existence; the beginning or 
origin © the genesis of life on earth 2 In the Bible, 
Genesis is the first book of the Old Testament, de- 
scribing how God created the world. 


genetic /d3a'net-1k/ adj biology relating to the 
biological process by which the characteristics of 
living things are passed from parents to children 
genetics /d3a'net-tks/ n[U] the study in biology 
of how the characteristics of living things are 
passed through the GENES (= specific chemical 
patterns) from parents to children 
genetically /d3a'net-1-kli/ adv 


genetic code n [C] biology the pattern of 

chemicals inside the GENES (= cells which are 
passed from parent to child) which controls the 
characteristics and qualities of a living thing 


genetic drift n [U] biology a situation in 
which the number of a particular GENE in a small 
population of living things changes without a 
known cause 


genetic engineering n[U] biology the sci- 
ence of changing the structure of the GENES (= 
specific chemical patterns) of a living thing, used 
esp. in developing new food products and in 
medicine 


genial /'d3i:n-jal/ adj friendly and pleasant © a 
genial personality 


genie /‘d3i:-ni/ n[C] a spirit, esp. a magical spirit 
who will do whatever the person who controls it 
asks it to do 


genitals /'dzen-at-lz/, genitalia /,d3en-9'tell- 
jo/ pl n the sex organs 
genital /‘dgen-at-*l/ adj [not gradable] © the gen- 
ital organs 


genius /'d3i:n-jas/ n [C/U] a very great and rare 
natural ability of the mind, or a person having this 
ability © [C] Einstein was a scientific genius. 0 [U] 


His idea was a stroke of genius! o [U] She has a ge- 
nius (= special skill) for raising money. 


genocide /'dzen:2 sard/ n [C/U] politics & gov- 
ernment the intentional killing of all of the people 
of a nation, religion, or racial group 


genome /'d3i::noum/ n[C] the whole group of 
GENES in an organism 


genotype /'d3i:-na,tarp, 'dzen-/ n [C] biology 
the type and arrangement of GENES that each liv- 
ing thing has 


genre /'zan-ra, 'za-ra/ n[C] art, literature, mu- 
sic a particular subject or style of literature, art, or 
music © the genre of landscape painting 


genteel /dgen 'ti:!/ adj polite and correct in man- 
ner, or trying to be polite and correct in order to 
appear to be of a high social class © When in com- 
pany, they affected genteel table manners. 


gentile /‘dzen-tail/ n [C] a person who is not 
Jewish 


gentle /‘dzent-l/ adj calm, kind, or soft; not vi- 
olent or severe © a gentle smile © a gentle breeze © 
The path has a gentle (= gradual) slope. 
gently /'‘dgent-li/ adv © He gently lifted the baby 
out of the crib. 
gentleness /‘dgent-l-nas/ n [U] 


USAGE : — aia 
gentle 


Be careful when using the word gentle to de- 
scribe people. It does not mean exactly the 
same as kind or nice. Gentle tells you that 
someone behaves in a calm, quiet way that 
does not upset or hurt people. 

She has a very gentle, loving personality. 
If you simply mean that someone is helpful and 
nice you should use the word kind. 

His sisters were very kind to me when | lost 

my job and needed somewhere to stay. 


His-sisters-were-very_gentletomewhenHost 
my fob-and- needed-somewhere te stay, 


WORD FAMILY gentle 


Nouns gentleness Adverbs gently 


Adjectives gentle 


gentleman /'dgent-4l-man/ n [C] p/-men 1 a 
man who is polite and behaves well toward other 
people © a perfect gentleman 2 Gentleman is often 
used as a polite way of referring to any man: This 
gentleman has a question. © Ladies and gentlemen, 
may | have your attention. 3 infm!|ln speech, a gen- 
tleman often means simply a man: The gentleman 
involved had a long history of this type of offense. 


gentrification /,dzen-tra-fa'ker-fan/ n [U] 
the process by which a poor neighborhood in a 
city is changed by people who have money, in- 
cluding esp. the improvement or replacement of 
buildings © USAGE: This word is now sometimes 
used in a disapproving way, but was originally con- 
sidered positive. 
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gentrify /‘d3en-tra fai/ v [T] © The area where he 
grew up has been gentrified and lost all its old 
character. 


gentry /‘d3en-tri/ p! n people of high social class 
© His diaries provide an intimate look at the life of 
the gentry in 18th-century Virginia. 


genuflect /'dzen-ja flekt/ v [I] to bend one knee 
or touch one knee to the floor as a sign of worship 
or respect 
genuflection /,d3en-ja'flek: fan/ n [C] 


genuine /'dzen-ja-wan, -,wain/ adj being what 
something or someone appears or claims to be; 
real, not false © genuine leather © a genuine mas- 
terpiece © She showed genuine (= sincere) sorrow at 
the news. 
genuinely /'d3en-ja-wan-li, -,wain-li/ adv © I’m 
genuinely (= sincerely) sorry if | offended you. 
genuineness /'d3en-ja-wan-nas/ n[U] © No one 
doubts the genuineness of your concern. 


genus /'d3i:-nas/ n[C] pigenera biology a group 
of animals or plants that share some characteristics 
in a larger biological group 


geography /a3!:'ag-ra-fi/ n [U] social studies 
the study of the features and systems of the earth’s 
surface, including continents, mountains, seas, 
weather, and plant life, and of the ways in which 
countries and people organize life within an area 
geographic /,d3l:-a'grzef-1k/, geographical 
/,d3l:-a'greef-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] © a geo- 
graphic region 

geographically /,d3l:-a'grzef-1-kli/ adv © Japan 
is geographically close to North Korea. 


geology /d3i: ‘al-a-d3i/ n [U] earth science the 
study of the rocks and physical processes of the 
earth in order to understand its origin and history 
geological /,d3i:-a'lad3-1-kal/, geologic /,d3i:-a 
‘lad3-1k/ adj [not gradable] © a geological survey 


circle semicircle 


trapezoid parallelogram 


erm 


geologist /d3i: 'al-a-d3zast/ n[C] someone whose 
work or study is connected with geology 


geometry /d3i:'am-a-tri/ n [U] mathematics 
the area of mathematics relating to the study of 
space and the relationships between points, lines, 
curves, and surfaces 
geometric /,d3i:-a'me-trik/, geometrical /,d3i:- 
a'me-tri-kal/ adj mathematics consisting of 
shapes such as squares, triangles, or rectangles © 
a geometric pattern > Picture: solid; triangle 
geometrically adv mathematics © solve the 
problem geometrically 


geophysical /,d3i:-a'fiz-1-kal/ adj [not grada- 
ble] earth science, physics involving the study of 
physics as it relates to the earth and the environ- 
ment of the earth 


geothermal /,d3i:-ou 'e3r-mal/ adj [not grad- 
able] earth science involving or produced by the 
heat that is inside the earth 


geranium /d3a'rei-ni:-am/ n [C] a plant with 
red, pink, or white flowers and round leaves 


gerbil /'d33r-bal/ n [C] a small, furry animal that 
has long back legs and a thin tail, and is often kept 
as a pet 


geriatric /,dzer-i:'a-trik/ adj 1 relating to the 
medical care and treatment of old people © geri- 
atric medicine/patients 2 often disapproving Geriatric 
also means old: This place attracts a geriatric crowd. 
© Ballplayers are geriatric at 36. 

geriatrics /,d3er-i:'a-triks/ n [U] the area of 
study in medicine that deals with the care and 
treatment of old people and the diseases of old 
age 


germ ORGANISM /d33rm/ n[C usually pl] a very 
small organism that causes disease © The patient 
has little natural resistance to germs. 
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square diamond 


rectangle 


rhombus 


mo @@. 


triangle pentagon 


hexagon congruent figures 


FLAT GEOMETRIC SHAPES 
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German measles 


ORIGIN /d33rm/ n[C] the origin of something that 
develops, esp. a cell from which grain grows or the 
beginning of an idea © Alejandro’s suggestion was 
the germ of an idea. 


German measles /'d33r-man 'mi:-zalz/, medi- 
cal rubella n [U] an infectious virus that causes a 
fever, a cough, and small red spots on your skin 


German shepherd /'d33r-man'fep-ard/ n 
[C] a type of dog that is large and is often used as 
a guard dog, for police work, and to lead the blind 


germicide /'d33r-ma,said/ n [C] a substance 
that kills GERMS (= very small organisms that cause 
disease) 


germinate /'d33r-ma,neit/ v [I/T] to start 
growing, or to cause a seed to start growing ° [I] 
This community is where the seeds of Gandhi's phi- 
losophy germinated. 


germ warfare n [U] BIOLOGICAL WARFARE 


gerrymander /‘d3er-i:,mzen-dar/ v [T] poli- 
tics & government to divide an area into election 
DISTRICTS (= areas that elect someone) in a way 
that gives an unfair advantage to one group or 
political party 
gerrymandering /'dger-i: ,mzen-da-rin/ n[U] ° 
Enlarging the district to dilute the Latino vote is a 
blatant example of gerrymandering. 


gerund /‘dger-and/ n[C] grammar a word end- 
ing in “-ing” that is made from a verb and is used 
like a noun O In the sentence “Everyone enjoyed Ty- 
ler’s singing,” the word “singing” is a gerund. 


gestation /dze'ster-fan/ n [U] (the period of) 
the development of a child or young animal inside 
its mother’s uterus O The gestation period of rats is 
21 days. 


gesticulate /dze'stik-jaleit/ v [I] to make 
movements with your hands or arms, esp. to help 
express something when you are speaking 


gesture MOVEMENT /'dzes-tfar/ n [C] a move- 
ment of the body, hands, arms, or head to express 
an idea or feeling © He made a rude gesture to the 
crowd after his tennis match. 
gesture /'d3es-tfar/ v [I] © When I asked where 
the children were, she gestured toward the beach. 


SYMBOLIC ACT /'dzes-tfar/ n[C] an action that ex- 
presses your feelings or intentions, although it 
might have little practical effect O Her warm thank- 
you note was a nice gesture. 


gesundheit /ga'zunt hait/ exclamation used 
to wish good health to someone who has sneezed 


get OBTAIN /get/ v[T] pres. part. getting, past got, 
past part. gotten, got 1 to take something into 
your possession, or have something happen that 
you accept or receive © He climbed over the fence 
to get his ball back. © Monique raised her hand to 
get the teacher's attention. 0 Can | get you a drink? 
© Dad keeps telling me to get a job. © What did you 
get on the test (= What mark did you receive)? © | 
think she gets (= earns) about $10 an hour. © We 


don’t get much snow in this part of the country (= It 
does not often snow). 2 To get something often 
means to buy or pay for it: He went to the store to 
get milk. 

BECOME /get/ v [L] pres. part. getting, past got, past 
part. gotten, got to become or start to be © Your 
coffee is getting cold. © He’s gotten so big, | hardly 
recognized him. © They’re getting married later this 
year. © Tom got lost in the woods. © What time do 
you get off work? 0 We’d better get going/moving or 
we'll be late. » Usage: become or get? at BECOME 
BE 


BECOME ILL WITH /get/ v[T] pres. part. getting, past 
got, past part. gotten, got to become ill with a dis- 
ease © Everyone seems to be getting the flu. 


CAUSE /get/ v [T] pres. part. getting, past got, past 
part. gotten, got to cause something to be done 
or persuade someone to do something © The bed 
is too wide — we'll never get it through the door. © | 
can’t get this printer to work! 

PREPARE /get/ v [T] pres. part. getting, past got, past 
part. gotten, got to prepare a meal © Why don't 
you get supper ready? 


MOVE /get/ v [always + adv/prep] pres. part. get- 
ting, past got, past part. gotten, got 1 to move in 
a particular direction © [I] Get away from that wet 
paint! o [I] He got down on his hands and knees to 
look for his contact lens. © [T] Her throat was so sore 
that she had trouble getting the medicine down (= 
swallowing it). © [I] | hit my head as | was getting 
into the car.O [M] Momma said we have to get these 
wet clothes off (= remove them). © [T] Get your feet 
off the couch (= move them off it). 2 To get off a 
road when you are driving means to turn onto an- 
other road: [I] Get off the expressway at exit 43. 3 
To get off a train, bus, or aircraft is to leave it: [I] 
Get off at Union Station. 


TRAVEL /get/ v [T] pres. part. getting, past got, past 
part. gotten, got to go into a vehicle or aircraft for 
traveling © We could call for a taxi or get the bus. 


ARRIVE /get/ v [I always + adv/prep] pres. part. get- 
ting, past got, past part. gotten, got to arrive ata 
place or reach a stage in a process © We only got 
as far as Denver when the car broke down. © What 
time does he normally get home from work? © We’re 
not getting very far (= not advancing) with this com- 
puter program, are we? 


UNDERSTAND /get/ v [T] pres. part. getting, past 
got, past part. gotten, got to understand © / think 
| got the general idea of the chapter. 0 The music 
was loud and | didn’t get what he said. © I never said 
he was mean — you've got it all wrong (= you are 
confused about this matter). 


CALCULATE /get/ v [T] pres. part. getting, past simp. 
got, past part. gotten, got to calculate the answer 
to a mathematical problem © What do you get if 
you divide 20 by 4? 


ANSWER /get/ v [T] pres. part. getting, past got, past 
part. gotten, got to answer a ringing telephone, a 
knock at the door, etc. © Hey, Juan, someone’s at 
the door — would you get it, please? 


HIT /get/ v [T] pres. part. getting, past got, past part. 
gotten, got to hit someone, esp. with something 


ez bat | ahot | ai bite | au house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 bey | ou go | u put | uz rude | a cut | a alone 


thrown or a bullet 0 My first throw missed, but the 
second got him in the leg. 

ANNOY /get/ v [T] pres. part. getting, past got, past 
part. gotten, got infm/ to cause someone to feel 
slightly angry © /t gets me when | have to both cook 
dinner and clean the dishes. 


CAUSE EMOTIONS /get/ v[T] pres. part. getting, past 
got, past part. gotten, got infm! to have an emo- 
tional effect on someone © That scene in the movie, 
when the father and daughter are reunited, always 
gets me. 


IDIOMS with get 


*get a feel for something to begin to understand 
how to do something well © | practiced for a few 
hours before | really got a feel for the best way to 
do it. 

eget a grip on your self to control your emotions 
© Get a grip on yourself, and tell me what happened. 
eget a jump on someone/something, get the jump 
on someone/something to get an advantage over 
other people by doing something before they do 
© The company is trying to get a jump on their com- 
petitors by putting a lot of money into research. 
eget a life infm! stop being so boring or annoying 
and do something more interesting © Dave kept 
trying to tell me what to do, and | just told him to 
get a life. 

eget a move on infmi hurry © Hey, Francine, get a 
move on or you'll be late! © USAGE: Used to tell 
someone to do this. 

eget a word in edgewise to have an opportunity 
to speak © Brad talked so much that nobody could 
get a word in edgewise. 

eget even to punish someone who has done 
something bad to you by doing something equally 
bad to that person © After she insulted me, all ! 
thought about was how | could get even with her. 
eget your feet wet to become used to a new sit- 
uation © | worked as a substitute teacher for a while, 
just to get my feet wet. 

eget your goat to make you annoyed or angry © 
When | park in her space, it really gets her goat. 
eget hold of someone, get ahold of someone to 
communicate with someone, esp. by telephone © 
| haven't talked to her in years, so | wouldn’t know 
how to get hold of her anymore. 

eget hold of something, get ahold of something to 
obtain something © Where can | get hold of today’s 
newspaper? 

eget in your hair to annoy you, usually by being 
present all the time © The children have been getting 
in my hair all afternoon. 

eget in on the act to take advantage of something 
that someone else started © We designed the Web 
page, and now everyone else in our class wants to 
get in on the act. 

eget it, get what's coming to you to be punished 
for something you did © When Mom finds out you 
skipped school yesterday, you’re going to get it. 
eget it through your thick head, get it through 
your thick skull infm/ to cause someone to under- 
stand something © How can | get it through your 
thick head that it’s dangerous to swim that far out 
in the ocean? 
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get 


eget it together to make a decision or take posi- 
tive action © We would have liked to have gone, but 
we couldn’t get it together to drive there. 

eget lost infmi go away © The old man yelled at the 
kids playing in his yard to get lost. © USAGE: Used 
to tell someone rudely to go away. 

eget your money’s worth to receive good value 
for something you have paid for © Those sneakers 
lasted for four years — he really got his money’s worth 
from them. 

eget something off your chest to express some- 
thing that has been worrying you and that you 
have wanted to say © | thought these meetings 
would help the kids get some of their worries off their 
chests. 

eget off the ground to start © He and his friend 
tried to start a band but it never got off the ground. 
eget on someone’s nerves to annoy someone a lot 
© Stop whining. You’re getting on my nerves. 

eget something out of your system to do some- 
thing enough so that you do not want to do it any 
longer © Let the kids run around a little longer, 
maybe they'll get it out of their system. 

eget over something to accept an unpleasant fact 
or situation after dealing with it for a while © 
They're upset that you didn’t call, but they'll get over 
it. 

eget results succeed © She’s an excellent coach, 
and she knows how to get results. 

eget rid of someone to find a way to make some- 
one leave because you do not want the person to 
be with you any longer © We finally got rid of my 
little sister by telling her scary stories. 

eget rid of something to remove something that 
you do not want any longer © | can’t wait to get 
rid of that ugly old couch. 

eget somewhere to make progress toward a goal 
© After months of talks, negotiators think they’re fi- 
nally getting somewhere. 

eget the better of someone, get the best of some- 
one to defeat someone © She played well, but her 
opponent got the better of her. 

eget the hang of something to learn how to do 
something, esp. when it is not simple or obvious 
oO I'll teach you how to use the design program — 
you ‘ll get the hang of it after a while. 

eget the message to understand what someone 
is trying to tell you even though the person does 
not say it directly © | ignore him every time | see him, 
so you'd think he’d get the message and leave me 
alone. 

eget this show on the road infm/ to begin an ac- 
tivity that you have planned, esp. a trip © /f we’re 
going to be on time, we'd better get this show on the 
road. 

eget to the bottom of something to discover the 
real but sometimes hidden reason that something 
exists or happens © Investigators are trying to get 
to the bottom of what went wrong. 

eget under your skin to make you annoyed or an- 
gry O I've noticed that little things have been getting 
under my skin lately — things that shouldn’t upset 
me. 

eget underway to begin to happen © The Demo- 
cratic convention gets underway tomorrow in 
Chicago. 
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eget up on the wrong side of the bed to wake 
up in a bad mood © Dad got up on the wrong side 
of bed, and he’s been grumpy all day. 

eget wind of something to learn a piece of infor- 
mation esp. when it has been a secret: We have a 
crisis on our hands and don’t want the press to get 
wind of it. 

eget someone’s wires crossed to have a different 
understanding of the same situation © We must 
have got our wires crossed —1 thought she was arriv- 
ing tomorrow, not today. © USAGE: Used to talk 
about two or more people who fail to understand 
each other. 

eget someone wrong to be offended because you 
do not understand someone correctly © Don’t get 
me wrong — | like your haircut, I’m just surprised you 
cut it so short. 

enot get anywhere to not make progress toward 
a goal © His parents tried to talk him out of joining 
the army, but they didn’t get anywhere. 

e not get to first base to not be able to start doing 
what you intend to do 0 We need financing for this 
project, but we can’t get to first base with the banks. 


PHRASAL VERBS with get 


eget across something [M] to communicate an 
idea or message successfully © | hoped to get across 
the idea that a community is more than just a bunch 
of people living in one place. © Our ideas are better 
and we need to find a different way of getting that 
across. 

eget ahead to achieve success, often in your work 
or in society © You've got to take risks if you want 
to get ahead. 

eget along/on to have a good relationship or deal 
successfully with a situation © Alexis and her room- 
mate are getting along better. 0 She doesn’t get on 
well with her father. 

eget around something DEAL WITH to find a way 
of dealing with or avoiding a problem © The com- 
mittee is looking for ways to get around the funding 
problem. 

eget around (somewhere) TRAVEL to travel or 
move from place to place © You need a car to get 
around town. © During her last few years, Edna 
couldn’t get around very well. © It didn’t take long 
for that rumor to get around the office. 

eget around to something to find time to do 
something that you have intended or would like 
to do © | wanted to see that movie but never got 
around to it. 

eget at something SUGGEST to suggest or express 
something in a way that is not direct or clear © You 
mean | shouldn’t come tonight — is that what you ‘re 
getting at? 

eget at something REACH to reach something © | 
keep cleaning supplies on a high shelf where my 
three-year-old can’t get at them. 

eget away to leave or escape © Wouldn't it be nice 
to get away for a weekend? © Related noun: 
GETAWAY 

eget away with something to escape blame or 
punishment when you do something wrong, or to 
avoid harm or criticism for something you did © 
She thought she could get away with cheating on 
her taxes. 


eget back RETURN to return, esp. to your home 
© When did you get back from Hawaii? 

eget back something OBTAIN AGAIN [M] to ob- 
tain something again after loss or separation © She 
was thrilled to get her old job back. 

eget back at someone to punish someone because 
that person has done something wrong to you © | 
think he’s trying to get back at her for what she said 
in the meeting. 

eget back to something START AGAIN to continue 
doing something that you were doing or that you 
started earlier © If you skip some days, it can be hard 
to get back to a regular bicycling routine. 

eget back to someone COMMUNICATE to com- 
municate with someone at a later time © He can’t 
find the phone number right now, but promised to 
get back to me with it. 

eget by to manage or continue to exist in a state 
or situation where something is lacking © When we 
were Students we got by on very little money. © There 
is tremendous pressure on families trying to get by 
without health insurance. 

eget someone down to cause someone to feel un- 
happy and negative © Mostly what gets him down 
is the incredibly long hours he works. 

eget down to something to start to direct your 
efforts and attention to something, esp. work © 
We've got to get down to business, folks, or we'll 
never get the newsletter out on time. 

eget in ARRIVE to arrive at a place © What time did 
you say his plane gets in? 

eget in BE ELECTED to be elected to a political 
position o If Archer gets in as mayor, he’s likely to 
raise taxes. 

eget in something FIND TIME [M] to manage to 
find time for doing something © I'd like to get in 
some skiing while we’re in Colorado. 

eget in something SAY [M] to succeed in saying 
something, often in a situation where other people 
talk a lot © She tried to get her suggestion in at the 
start of the meeting. 

eget in on something to be involved in or benefit 
from something when there is an opportunity © /f 
you'd like to get in on this offer, call now. 

eget (someone) off 1 to escape legal punishment, 
or to help someone escape legal punishment © She 
was charged with fraud, but her lawyer got her off. 
2 If you get off with a particular punishment, or if 
someone gets you off, it means that the punish- 
ment could have been much more severe: He got 
off with a suspended sentence of three years for prac- 
ticing medicine without a license. 

eget off on something to become excited by 
something © He really gets off on those little porce- 
lain figurines. 

eget on to grow old 0 Uncle Meade’s getting on in 
years — he’s 76. © See also: GET ALONG/ON 

eget on with something to continue doing some- 
thing after stopping © We don’t have all day to fin- 
ish this job, so can we just get on with it? 

eget out of something AVOID to avoid doing 
something that you do not want to do, or to es- 
cape responsibility for something © If! can get out 
of going to the meeting tonight, | will. 
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eget out of something STOP to stop doing an ac- 
tivity © | used to work out every day, but I’ve gotten 
out of the habit. © Lately I’ve gotten out of reading 
novels. O Hey, get out of the way (= move), / want 
to put these boxes there. 

eget something out of someone FORCE to obtain 
something, esp. money or information, from 
someone by force or persuasion © /t was not easy 
to get the truth out of her. 

eget something out of something OBTAIN infmi to 
obtain something, esp. a good feeling, by doing 
something © Bob’s sister would probably get a big 
kick out of visiting him. 

eget over something to return to your usual state 
of health or happiness after having a bad or un- 
usual experience, or an illness O She’s just getting 
over the flu. © | can’t get over how short he is (= it 
surprised me). 

eget something over with to finish or reach the 
end of some unpleasant work, experience, or duty 
© I'll be glad to get these exams over with. 

eget (someone) through something FINISH 1 to 
reach the end of or finish something © Once we get 
through exams, we'll have three weeks off. 2 To get 
someone through something is to make it possible 
for someone to deal successfully with a difficult or 
painful experience, and come to the end of it: My 
friendship with Carla got me through those tough 
months just after we moved. 

eget through COMMUNICATE to communicate 
with someone, esp. by telephone © / tried phoning 
her, but | couldn’t get through. 

eget something through (something) SUCCEED to 
succeed in persuading a legislature or other group 
to accept new laws © How would a Democratic pres- 
ident get those measures through a Republican 
Congress? 

«get (something) through BE UNDERSTOOD tobe 
understood or believed, or to cause someone to 
understand or believe you © | just don’t seem to be 
able to get through to him. © Global warming is real: 
It’s very critical to get that through to people. 

eget to someone CAUSE BAD FEELINGS infmi to 
cause feelings, esp. suffering or disgust, in some- 
one © The heat was beginning to get to me so! went 
indoors. 

*get (someone) together to have a meeting or a 
party © Why don't we all get together on Friday? © 
Lynn sent me an e-mail asking, “Can you get your 
committee together?” © Related noun: GET- 
TOGETHER 

eget (someone) up RISE to rise from bed, or to 
cause someone to rise from bed © / get the boys up 
at 7 a.m. 

eget up something MAKE STRONGER [M] to make 
your feelings or your determination stronger in or- 
der to do something © He finally got up his courage 
to climb the rock wall. 


get tO HAVE CHANCE auxiliary verb, pres. part. 
getting, past got, past part. gotten, got to have an 
opportunity to do something © / never get to see 
her now that she’s moved to California. © I’d like to 
get to know you better - could we have dinner 
sometime? 


BEGIN auxiliary verb to begin to do or be © You're 
getting to be just like your mother. 


getaway /'get-9,wei/ n [C] 1 an escape, esp. 
from a dangerous situation © The men made their 
getaway in a car parked outside the bank. 2 A get- 
away is also a place where you go for a vacation: 
a getaway in the Poconos © Related verb: GET AWAY 


get-together /'get-ta ged: ar/ n [C] a gather- 
ing of people, esp. for enjoyment © She went home 
for a family get-together over the weekend. © Related 
verb: GET (SOMEONE) TOGETHER 


getup /'‘get-ap/ n[C] infm/ the particular clothing, 
esp. when strange or unusual, that someone is 
wearing © He was in a weird getup with a red wig. 


get-up-and-go / get ,ap-an'gou/ n [U] infmi 
the quality of being energetic, determined, and 
enthusiastic © We need someone with real get-up- 
and-go to run this office. 


geyser /'‘gai-zar/ n [C] a pool of hot water that 
sends a column of water and steam into the air on 
a regular or irregular schedule 


ghastly /‘gest-li/ adj frightening and shocking 
© It was a ghastly crime. 


ghetto /'get-ou/ n [C] p/ ghettos, ghettoes a 
very poor area of a city in which people of the 
same race or religion live, or a part of a society or 
group that is in some way set apart 


ghost /goust/ n [C] the spirit of a dead person 
imagined as visiting the living and usually appear- 
ing as a pale, almost transparent form of the dead 
person O There are lots of stories about ghosts. 


ghost town n[C] a town that was busy in the 
past but is now empty or nearly empty because 
the activities that kept people there have stopped 


ghostwrite /'gou-strait/, ghost /goust/ v [T] 
pres. part. ghostwriting, past simp. ghostwrote, past 
part. ghostwritten to write a book, article, or 
speech for another person to use as his or her own 
ghostwriter /'gou,stratt-ar/ n [C] © Carol 
worked as a ghostwriter for that radio talk-show 
host. 


GI /d3i:'at/ n [C] pi Gl’s, Gls a soldier in the US 
army 


giant LARGE PERSON/ORGANIZATION = /'dzat- 
ant/ n [C] a person, either real or imaginary, who 
is extremely large and strong, or a very large or 
powerful organization © He was a giant of a man, 
over six and a half feet tall. O The merger makes them 
a giant in the publishing business. 
giant /'d3ai-ant/ adj [not gradable] © a giant cor- 
poration © a giant-size box of cornflakes © Admitting 
the problem is a giant (= large and important) step 
forward in your recovery. © See also: GIGANTIC 
LEADING PERSON /'dzai-ant/ n [C] a person of 
great ability, power, or influence © She was one of 
the intellectual giants of this century. 

STAR /'dzai-ant/ n [C] earth science a star that is 
ten to 100 times bigger than the sun, and much 
brighter 
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gibberish 
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gibberish /‘d3ib-9-rf/ n [U] confused or mean- 
ingless speech or writing © See if you can make out 
what he’s saying — it sounds like gibberish to me. 


gibe, jibe /dgaib/ n [C] an insulting remark in- 
tended to make someone look foolish © She made 
a gibe about how lIate | was. 


giblets /'dgib-lats/ pin the neck and some other 
parts, such as the LIVER, of a bird that may be re- 
moved before the bird is cooked, or that may be 
cooked and eaten themselves or used as a 
flavoring 


giddy /'g1d-i/ adj having a slight feeling of spin- 
ning around or being unable to balance; slightly 
DIZZY O When she got off the roller coaster, she felt 

@ giddy and lightheaded. 

Gift PRESENT /gift/ n[C] something that is given, 
esp. to show your affection; a present © | have to 
get my sister a gift for her birthday. 

ABILITY /gift/ n [C] a special or unusual ability; a 
TALENT © He has a gift for music — he plays the piano 
and sings beautifully. 
gifted /'gif-tad/ adj 1 having a special ability 0 a 
gifted artist 2 Gifted can also be used more gen- 


erally to mean intelligent or having a great range 
of abilities. 


gift-wrap v [T] -pp- to cover (something in- 
tended as a present ) with attractive paper 


gig /gig/ n[C] a job, esp. one as a performer or 
one that lasts only a short time © Now many of his 
gigs as a singer-saxophonist are being put on hold. 


gigabyte /'gig:9,bart/, abbreviation GB n [C] a 
unit of measurement of computer storage space 
equal to 1,073,741,824 BYTES, which is about 
1000 MEGABYTES 


gigantic /dzar'gzent-1k/ adj extremely large © a 
gigantic shopping center 


giggle /'gig-al/ v [I] to laugh quietly, esp. in a 
nervous way, often at something silly © We couldn't 
stop giggling. 
giggle /'gig-al/ n[C] © There were a few nervous 
giggles from people in the audience. 


gill /gil/ n [C usually pl] the organ through which 
fish and other water creatures breathe 


gilt /gilt/ adj [not gradable] covered with a thin 
layer of gold or a substance that looks like gold © 
gilt-rimmed eyeglasses 


gilt-edged adj of the highest quality available 
O gilt-edged bonds 


gimme /'gim-i/ n[C] slang something so easy to 
do that it seems as if you only have to reach out 
and take it 0 Though everyone expected the victory 
by the world champions to be a gimme, in fact it was 
a close contest. 


gimmick /‘gim-1k/ n [C] something invented 
esp. for the purpose of attracting attention and 
that has no other purpose or value © The proposal 
to cut taxes was nothing but a campaign gimmick. 


gin /d3in/ n [U] a type of colorless, strong alco- 
holic drink 


ginger /'d3in-d3ar/ n[U] the spicy root of a trop- 
ical plant, used esp. as a powder in cooking and 
baking 


ginger ale n([U] a sweet, bubbly drink that has 
the flavor of GINGER 


gingerbread /'d3in-d3ar ,bred/ n [U] a type of 
cake or cookie that contains GINGER © a ginger- 
bread man (= a spicy gingerbread cookie shaped 
like a person) 


gingerly /'d3in-d3ar-li/ adv in a slow, careful 
way © Gingerly, he moved the heavy vase. 


gingham /'gin-am/ n[U] a cotton cloth that has 
a pattern of woven colored squares on a white 
background © a gingham dress 


giraffe /d3a'ref/ n [C] a large African animal 
with a very long neck and long legs 


girder /'gsrd-ar/ n[C] along, thick piece of steel 
or concrete that supports a roof, floor, bridge, or 
other large structure 


girdle /'g3rd-l/ n [C] a piece of elastic under- 
wear worn around the waist and buttocks, esp. in 
the past by women, to shape the body 


girl /‘gsrl/ n [C] 1 a female child or, more gener- 
ally, a female of any age © Two little girls showed us 
around the kindergarten. © The girls’ basketball team 
is undefeated. 2 Girl sometimes means daughter: 
We have two girls, a six-year-old and an eight-year- 
old. © USAGE: Many adult women consider it of- 
fensive to be called girls by other people, esp. 
men, although this was common in the past, and 
they might still call themselves or their friends girls. 
girlhood /'garl-hud/ n [U] © She lived in Chicago 
during her girlhood (= when she was a child). 


girlfriend /‘g3rl-frend/ n [C] a woman with 
whom you have a romantic relationship, or a fe- 
male friend © I’ve never met his girlfriend. © Susan 
was going out to lunch with her girlfriends. 0 Com- 
pare BOYFRIEND 


Girl Scout n [C] a girl who is a member of an 
organization that encourages girls to take part in 
a variety of activities and to become responsible 
and independent 


girth /'gsre/ n [U] the distance around the out- 
side of a thick or fat object, like a tree or a body © 
He was a man of massive girth. 


gist /dzist/ n[U] the main subject, without details, 
of a piece of information © The gist of what she said 
was that | didn’t know what | was talking about. 


give OFFER /giv/ v [T] pres. part. giving, past simp. 
gave, past part. given to offer something of your 
own to another person or thing, or to allow some- 
thing you own or control to be owned or used by 
another © We’re collecting for the Red Cross — please 
give what you can. © We're giving Helen a salad 
bowl/We’re giving a salad bow! to Helen as a wed- 
ding present. © Give me back my book/Give my book 
back (= Return my book). © Give her enough time 
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give 


(= Allow her to have enough time) to finish the 
exam. 


WORD CHOICES give © | 
Very common alternatives to “give” are verbs 
such as offer, provide, and supply. 

This booklet provides useful information about 

local services. 

Your doctor should be able to offer advice. 

The lake supplies the whole town with water. 
The verb donate is often used when someone 
gives money or goods to an organization that 
needs help. 

Four hundred dollars has been donated to the 

school book fund. 
If one of many people gives something, espe- 
cially money, in order to provide or achieve 
something, the verb contribute is used. 

| contributed twenty dollars toward Jamie's 

present. 
If you put something from your hand into 
someone else’s hand, you can use verbs such 
as pass and hand. 

Could you hand me that book, please? 

He passed a note to her during the meeting. 
The phrasal verb hand in is sometimes used 
when you give something to someone in a po- 
sition of authority. 

Have you handed in your history essay yet? 
The phrasal verb pass on is often used when 
you ask someone to give something to some- 
one else. 

Could you pass this on to Laura when you've 

finished reading it? 
If something like a prize or an amount of 
money is given in an official way, you can use 
verbs like award or present. 

She was presented with a bouquet of flowers 

and a check for $100. 

He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics. 


PRODUCE /giv/ v [T] pres. part. giving, past simp. 
gave, past part. given to produce or cause some- 
thing © He gave me a hard push. © Give me a phone 
call when you get home. © The president is giving a 
speech tonight. O The fresh air gave us an appetite 
(= made us hungry). © We're giving a birthday party 
for Kareem. © He gave me the impression (= He 
made me think) that the deal would go through. © 
This car has given (= caused) me lots of trouble ever 
since | got it. 

STRETCH /giv/ v [I] pres. part. giving, past simp. gave, 
past part. given to stretch or become looser 0 New 
shoes will give a little after you've worn them a few 
times. © (fig.) The negotiations are completely dead- 
locked, and neither side will give an inch (= each 
refuses to change its position even a little). 
give /giv/ n[U] © A cotton sweater doesn’t have 
much give. 


IDIOMS with give 


egive someone a break infmi stop criticizing or be- 
ing angry with someone © Give her a break — she 
was only five minutes late. 


egive someone a heads up to tell someone that 
something is going to happen © | just wanted to 
give you alla heads up that we will be talking about 
the first two chapters of the book tomorrow. 

egive a hoot slang to care O Many of my friends 
don't give a hoot about college basketball. 

*give someone a piece of your mind to tell some- 
one why you are angry with that person © I'd like 
to give her a piece of my mind. 

«give someone a run for his or her money to be as 
good at something as someone who is extremely 
good © He'll give those professional players a run for 
their money. 

egive something a whirl to try something for the 
first time © I’ve never done cross-country skiing be- 
fore, but | thought Id give it a whirl this winter. 
egive someone hell slang to criticize someone an- 
grily © The boss gave me hell for not telling him 
about it. 

e give or take a little more ora little less compared 
to the amount mentioned © The building is 90 feet 
tall, give or take a few feet. 

egive rise to something fmi to cause something to 
exist O Heavy rains have given rise to flooding over 
a large area. 

egive someone the benefit of the doubt to decide 
that you will believe someone, even though you 
are not sure that what the person is saying is true 
© She said she was late because her flight was can- 
celed, and we gave her the benefit of the doubt. 
egive someone the cold shoulder to intentionally 
ignore someone or treat someone in an unfriendly 
way © | thought she really liked me, but the next day 
she gave me the cold shoulder. 

e give way to break or fall down suddenly © The 
wooden seats gave way under the weight of the 
crowd. 

egive way to something to be replaced by some- 
thing O° My excitement gave way to fear when | drove 
a car for the first time. 

enot give someone the time of day to not be 
friendly to someone and not speak to or help that 
person © He kept pestering me to go out with him, 
but | wouldn't give him the time of day. 

*someone would give anything for something, 
someone would give anything to do something to 
want something very much © I'd give anything to 
see the pyramids of Egypt. 

«someone would give someone the shirt off his or 
her back someone would be willing to do anything 
to help another person © Charlie is the nicest guy - 
he'd give you the shirt off his back if you were in 
trouble. 


PHRASAL VERBS with give 


egive away something TELL [M] to tell a secret or 
show your feelings unintentionally © I’m not giving 
away any plot surprises; read the review in the paper 
if you want to know them. © The look on her face 
gave her away (= showed her real feelings). © Re- 
lated noun: GIVEAWAY COMMUNICATION 

egive away something SUPPLY FREE [M] to supply 
something at no charge © They're giving away 
shopping bags. © Related noun: GIVEAWAY SOME- 
THING FREE 
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egive in to decide to do what someone else wants 
© Our kids kept begging us to take them to the beach, 
and finally we gave in. 

egive off something to produce something as a 
result of a natural process © The forest fire gave off 
thick black smoke. 

give out NOT CONTINUE to last no longer, or to 
work no longer © Food supplies will give out by the 
end of the week. 

egive out something SUPPLY [M] to give some- 
thing to each of a number of people © They’re giv- 
ing out free tickets to the circus. 

egive up (something) [M] 1 to stop doing or to 
stop having something © He gave up jogging after 
his heart attack. 2 To give up also means to lose or 
be defeated: Although behind in the chess match, 
he refused to give up. 9 “Can you guess what actor 
I’m pretending to be?” “No, | give up (= | can’t 
guess). ” 

egive up on something/someone to expect some- 
one or something to fail 0 Most people gave up on 
him when he quit school, but he went back and 
earned his degree two years later. 


give-and-take / giv: an 'terk/ n[U] 1a free ex- 
change of ideas or opinions O We were simply told 
what to do — there wasn’t any give-and-take. 2 A 
give-and-take is also the willingness to accept 
some of another person’s ideas and give up some 
of your own: Any successful negotiation involves 
some give-and-take. 


giveaway COMMUNICATION /‘giv-9,wei/n[C 
usually sing] something that communicates infor- 
mation, esp. when there is no intention to do this 
© The look on his face when her name is mentioned 
is a dead giveaway. © Related verb: GIVE AWAY TELL 


SOMETHING FREE /'giv:9,wei/ n [C] something 
provided at no charge, or for which nothing is ex- 
pected in return © The tax cuts represent a giveaway 
by the government to these businesses. 0 Related 
verb: GIVE AWAY SUPPLY FREE 


Given GIVE /'giv-an/ past participle of GIVE 

ACCEPTED FACT /'giv-an/ n [C] something that is 
certain to happen or to be © It’s a given that if he 
is defeated for reelection, he‘ll be offered a position 
in the administration. 

KNOWING /'giv-an/ prep considering © Given his 
age, he’s in excellent physical condition. 

ARRANGED /'giv-an/ adj [not gradable] already de- 
cided, arranged, or agreed © At any given time (= 
at any particular time), the jury may reach a verdict, 
so we'd better stay nearby. 


given name rn [C] your FIRST NAME 


gizmo /'g1z-mou/ n[C] pl gizmos infml any small 
device © The store is full of gizmos like pagers and 
cellular telephones. 


glacier /‘glet-Jar/ n [C] earth science a large 
mass of ice that moves slowly over land, esp. down 
the side of a mountain, often moving rocks with it 
and changing the shape of the land 


glad /gled/ adj [-er/-est only] -dd- pleased and 
happy © [+ (that) clause] We were glad (that) she 


Wive-and-take 00 OR 


succeeded. © [+ to infinitive] You don’t have to thank 
us — we were glad to help. © I’m glad of the oppor- 
tunity to express my thanks. 

gladly /'gleed-li/ adv [not gradable] © I’d gladly 
show her around, but I'll be on vacation next week. 
gladden /'glzed-*n/ v [T] to make someone 
happy © A visit to Disneyland is sure to gladden the 
heart of any 8-year-old. 


WORD FAMILY glad 


Adjectives glad Adverbs gladly 


Verbs 


gladden 


gladiator /‘gled:i:,ert-er/ n [C] in ancient 
Rome, a man who fought another man or an ani- 
mal as a public entertainment 


gladiolus /gled-i:'ou-las/, gladiola /,gled-i: 
‘ou-la/ n [C] pl! gladioli, gladiolas a tall garden 
plant that has long, thin leaves and a stem with 
many brightly colored flowers 


glamour, glamor /'glem-ar/ n [U] a quality of 
someone or something that causes excitement 
and admiration because of its style or attractive 
appearance © Hollywood glamour © The downhill 
race was one of the glamour events of the Winter 
Olympics. 
glamorous /'glaem-a-ras/ adj © glamorous fash- 
ion models © a glamorous job 
glamorize /'gleem-9,raiz/ v [T] to make some- 
thing more exciting and attractive © The ad glam- 
orized life on the island, emphasizing the beaches 
and warm weather. 


glance /glens/ n[C] a quick look at someone or 
something © The driver gave a glance back as he 
moved into the passing lane. 
glance /gleens/ v [| always + adv/prep] © She 
glanced around the room to see who was there. 


IDIOM with glance 


esee something at a glance, tell something at a 
glance almost immediately © She could see at a 
glance that something was seriously wrong. 


glancing /‘glen-sin/ adj [not gradable] touch- 
ing or hitting you quickly and lightly from the side 
rather than from the front, and usually not doing 
much damage © He never saw the ball coming, but 
fortunately it gave him only a glancing blow. 


gland /glend/ n[C] an organ of the body that 
produces chemicals that influence activities such 
as growth, and that has an important effect on 
health © sweat glands 
glandular /'glan-dza-lar/ adj [not gradable] © 
glandular secretions 


glare LOOK /gler, glzr/ v [I] to look at someone 
angrily and without moving your eyes © He kept 
talking during the concert, and people were glaring 
at him. 
glare /gler, glzer/ n [C] © an angry glare 

SHINE /gler, glzr/ v [I] to shine too brightly © The 
sun glared on the snow and the effect was blinding. 
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glare /gler, glzer/ n [U] © A tinted windshield cuts 
down on glare. 


glaring /‘gler-in, ‘glar-/ adj (of something bad) 
very obvious © /t was a glaring mistake. 


glasnost /'glez-noust, ‘gles-/ n [U] politics & 
government a Soviet political idea used by Mikhail 
Gorbachev to make the Soviet government more 
open to change and to create better relationships 
with other countries 


glass /glzs/ n [C/U] 1 a hard, transparent mate- 
rial that is used to make windows, bottles, and 
other objects 2 A glass is a small container of glass, 
usually round and without a handle, for holding a 
liquid that you can drink, or the liquid held by such 
a container: [C] She poured some milk into a glass. 
0 [C] May I have a glass of water? 
glass /glzes/ adj [not gradable] made of glass 0 a 
glass jar/bottle 
glasses /‘gles-az/, eyeglasses p! n two small 
pieces of specially made glass or transparent plas- 
tic worn in front of the eyes to improve sight and 
held in place with a frame that reaches back over 
the ears © a pair of glasses 
glassful /‘gles-ful/ n [C] the amount of some- 
thing that is needed to fill a glass O Drink a glassful 
of water with this medicine. 
glassy /'glees-i/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 smooth and 
shiny like glass © the glassy surface of the water 2 
Someone who has glassy eyes or a glassy stare has 
a fixed expression and seems unable to see any- 
thing: When he arrived at the hospital, his eyes were 
glassy and he didn’t seem to know where he was. 


WORD FAMILY glass 


Nouns glass Adjectives glass 


glassy 


glasses 
glassful 


glass ceiling n [C] a limit that is unofficial but 
understood which prevents someone, esp. a 
woman, from advancing to a top position in a 
company or organization © The fact that no woman 
has managed one of the branch offices is pretty 
strong evidence of a glass ceiling. 


glassware /'‘gles-wer, -wer/ n [U] objects 
made of glass, esp. containers for drinking 


glaucoma /glau'ko:-ma, glo:-/ n [U] a disease 
in which pressure builds up inside the eye 


glaze /gleiz/ n [C] a shiny surface given to an 
object or a food, esp. by covering it with a liquid 
that shines when it dries © The pottery was famous 
for the rich glaze of its vases and jugs. 
glaze /gleiz/ v[I/T] 1 [T] The cake was glazed with 
raspberry syrup. 2 When someone’s eyes glaze 
over, they become fixed and shiny, as if the person 
is not seeing anything: [I] By the fourth act of the 
opera, his eyes had glazed over. 


gleam /gli:m/ v [I] to shine with a soft light © 
Street lights gleamed brightly in the snow. 
gleam /glizm/ n [C] © the gleam of silver 
candlesticks 


IDIOM with gleam 


ea gleam in your eye an expression in your eyes 
that shows that you are amused or that you have 
a secret O “I can’t tell you that yet, but | will soon, “ 
Grandpa said with a gleam in his eye. 


glean /gli:n/ v [T] to collect information in small 
amounts O From what | was able to glean, the news 
isn’t good. 


glee /gli:/ n[U] happiness or great pleasure © Ma- 
lone pumped his fist with glee after scoring the game- 
winner. 
gleeful /'gli:-fal/ adj © gleeful children 
gleefully /‘gli:-fa-li/ adv © She talks gleefully 
about her adventures. 


glee club /‘gli:'klab/ n [C] a group organized to 
sing together, often at a school or university 


glib /glib/ adj -bb- easy and confident in speech, 
with little thought or sincerity 0 He’s not flashy, and 
he doesn’t know how to be glib. 


glide /glaid/ v [I always + adv/prep] to move eas- 
ily and continuously, as if without effort Oo She 
glided along on her skates. 
glider /'glaid-ar/ n [C] an aircraft without an en- 
gine that flies by using its long, fixed wings to ride 
on air currents 


glimmer /‘glim:ar/ v [I] (of light) to shine with- 
out strength or not continuously 0 A candle glim- 
mered faintly in the darkened room. 
glimmer /'glim-ar/ n [C] 1 a glimmer of light 2 
A glimmer is also a slight sign: The treaty offered a 
glimmer of hope to the region. 


glimpse /glimps/ n [C] a brief look at someone 
or something © He caught a glimpse of her face. 
glimpse /glimps/ v [I/T] © [T] / glimpsed her walk- 
ing back from town. 


glint /glint/ v [I] to produce or reflect small, 
bright flashes of light © sun glinting off a windshield 
glint /glint/ n [C] © a glint in your eye 


glisten /‘glis:an/ v [I] (esp. of wet surfaces) to 
shine brightly © His eyes glistened with tears. 


glitch /glits/ n [C] infml a problem or fault 0 a 
technical glitch © a minor glitch 


glitter /‘glit-ar/ v [I] to shine with little, bright 
flashes of reflected light © The grass glittered like 
jewels. 
glitter /‘glit-ar/ n[U] 1 the glitter of moonlight on 
the lake 2 Glitter is also very small pieces of shiny 
material used to decorate a surface. 


glitz /glits/ n [U] the showy quality of something 
© the glitz and glamour of Hollywood 
glitzy /‘glit-si/ adj ° a glitzy restaurant 


gloat /glout/ v [I always + adv/prep] to feel or 
show much pleasure because of your own success 
or good luck, or because of someone else’s mis- 
fortune © You may have won, but don’t gloat about 
it. 

glob /glab/ n [C] a round mass of a thick liquid. or 
a soft substance © a glob of wax 
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globalization © /,glou-ba-la'zer- Jan/ n [U] 
social studies the development of closer eco- 
nomic, cultural, and political relations among all 
the countries of the world as a result of travel and 
communication becoming easy © Optimists say 
globalization means more cultural choices for 
everyone. 


global warming » [U] a gradual increase in 
the earth’s temperature, caused by gases, esp. 
CARBON DIOXIDE, surrounding the earth 


globe © WORLD /gloub/ n [U] the world © The 
Olympic Games will be seen around the globe. 
global © /'glou-bal/ adj politics & government 
relating to the whole world © We hope an era of 
peace and global cooperation has begun. 
globally @ /'glou-ba-li/ adv o The company is 
trying to compete globally. 

ROUND OBJECT /gloub/ n [C] an object shaped like 
a ball, or such an object having a map of the world 
on its outer surface 


gloom NO HOPE /glu:m/ n [U] lack of hope © 
Gloom and anger replaced her earlier upbeat mood. 
gloomy /'glu:-mi/ adj © Despite gloomy predic- 
tions, the stock market remains strong. 
gloomily /'glu:-ma:li/ adv o He watched gloomily 
as the bus drove off. 

DARKNESS /glu:m/ n[U] darkness or near darkness 
© Up ahead they could see lights in the gloom. 
gloomy /'glu:-mi/ adj © It was another gray, 
gloomy day. 


glop /glap/ n [U] infmi a sticky, thick substance, 
such as food, that appears unpleasant ° | can’t be- 
lieve they served us this glop. 


glorify /‘gloir-a,far, ‘glour-/ v [T] to praise or 
honor someone or something, or to make some- 
one or something seem more excellent than is ac- 
tually true © The film glorifies the past too much. © 
He has been glorified in the press. 
glorification /,gloir-a-fa'ker-fan, ,glour-/ n [U] 
© the glorification of wealth 


glory ADMIRATION /'glo:r-i, 'glour-i/ n [U] great 
admiration, honor, and praise that you earn by 
achieving something, or something which de- 
serves admiration or honor © He basked in the glory 
of his victory. © Winning the championship was the 
crowning glory of her career (= it was her highest 
achievement). 

glorious /'glo:r-i:-as, 'glour-/ adj deserving ad- 
miration, praise, and honor © She thought it was a 
grand and glorious country. 

gloriously /'‘glo:r-i:-a-sli, 'glour-/ adv © The 
meanings of his paintings are gloriously elusive. 
BEAUTY /‘glo:r-i, 'glour-i/ n [C/U] great beauty, or 
something that is very beautiful or excellent © [U] 
They are restoring the building to its former glory. © 
[C usually pl] the glories of ancient Egypt 
glorious /'‘glo:r-i:-as, 'glour-/ adj o July was a 
beautiful month of glorious sun. 


PHRASAL VERB with glory 


eglory in something to be very pleased or proud 
about something © Last week the Tulsa club gloried 
in its third U.S. Open tournament. 


gloss SHINE /glas, glo:s/ n [U] a smooth shine on 
the surface of something © The floor was waxed and 
buffed to a high gloss. 
glossy /'glas-i, 'glo:-si/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 He has 
straight, glossy black hair. 2 A glossy magazine or 
photograph is one printed on shiny paper. 
EXPLANATION /glas, glo:s/ n [C] an explanation of 
a word or phrase in a text 
gloss /glas, glo:s/ v [T] © Special senses of words 
are glossed in this dictionary. 


PHRASAL VERB with gloss 


e gloss over something to treat something in a way 
that fails to recognize its importance or its faults © 
Popular writing sometimes glosses over important 
facts. 


glossary /'glas-a-ri, ‘glo:-sa-/ n[C] literature an 
alphabetical list of difficult, technical, or foreign 
words in a text along with explanations of their 
meanings 


glove /glav/ n [C] a covering for the hand and 
wrist, with separate parts for the thumb and each 
finger, that provides warmth or protection © 
leather/rubber gloves © a pair of gloves 


glove compartment, glove box n [C] a 
small container facing the front passenger seat in 
a car which is used for storing small items 


glow LIGHT /glou/ n [U] continuous light, esp. 
light from something that is heated © the glow of 
embers from a fire 
glow /glou/ v [I] © A nightlight glowed dimly in the 
bedroom. 
glowing /'glou-1n/ adj [not gradable] © the glow- 
ing lights of a town in the distance 

LOOK /glou/ n [U] 1 a red or warm look © Her face 
has a natural, healthy glow. 2 A glow is also a posi- 
tive feeling: The glow of romance seemed to have 
worn off. 
glow /glou/ v [I] © His cheeks glowed after the 
workout. 


glower /'glau-ar, 'glou-/ v [I] to look angry or 
annoyed © Grant glowered at the kids crossing his 
lawn. 


glowing /'glou-1n/ adj full of enthusiastic praise 
© glowing reviews O a glowing evaluation 
glowingly /'glou-1n-li/ adv © Engineers speak 
glowingly of the device. 

glucose /'glu:-kous, -kouz/ n [U] biology, chem- 


istry a type of sugar that is found in many foods 
and that organisms use to get energy 


glue /glu:/ n [U] a sticky substance used for join- 
ing things 

glue /glu:/ v [T] 0 Ill just glue the handle back on 
the cup. 

IDIOM with glue 


eglued to something giving something your full at- 
tention © During football season, he’s glued to the TV. 


glum /glam/ adj {-er/-est only] -mm- sad and dis- 
couraged © a glum expression 
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glumly /'glam-li/ adv © Marty nodded glumly. 


glut /glat/ n[C] a supply or amount that is much 
greater than necessary © a glut of new housing 0 a 
glut of information 


glutton /‘glat-°n/ n [C] a person who regularly 
eats too much O What a glutton — he ate a whole 
pizza by himself. 


glycerol /‘glis-a,ro:|, -,roul/ n [U] biology a 
clear, thick liquid found in fats and oils, which is 
used in making many things, including explosives 
and medicines 


glycogen /‘glai-ka-d3an/ n [U] biology a sub- 
stance that is found in the LIVER (= organ that 
cleans the blood) and the muscles and that stores 
CARBOHYDRATE (= substance that provides energy) 
and helps to control the level of sugar in the blood 


glycol /‘glai-ko:1, -koul/ n [U] chemistry a poi- 
sonous alcohol that is used as an ANTIFREEZE (= 
liquid that reduces the temperature at which water 
freezes) and in industry 


gnarled /narld/ adj rough and twisted in shape 
© ancient gnarled trees © gnarled hands 


gnash /neJ/ v[T] to bring your top and bottom 
teeth together quickly 


IDIOM with gnash 


¢gnash your teeth to show that you are angry or 
annoyed about something bad that you can do 
nothing to stop © Petersen is gnashing his teeth over 
his inability to prove his innocence. 


gnat /net/ n[C] a small flying insect that bites 


gnaw BITE /no:/ v [I/T] to bite or chew some- 
thing repeatedly © [I] The cat began to gnaw at the 
towel beneath him. 


FEEL ANXIOUS /no:/ v [I always + adv/prep] to 
cause someone to feel continual anxiety or pain 
gnawing /'no:-1n/ adj O He has gnawing doubts 
about his loyalties. 


gnome /noum/ n [C] (in children’s stories) an 

imaginary, very small old man who lives under- 
ground and guards gold and other valuable 
objects 


GO TRAVEL /gou/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, past 
simp. went, past part. gone 1 to move or travel to 
another place © Let’s go home now. © Are you going 
away for your vacation? © He’s going to his country 
house for the weekend. © We don’t go to the movies 
much. © You go on (ahead) and I'll be along in a 
minute. © Are you planning to go by car or are you 
flying? © The payroll checks went out (= were sent) 
a week later than usual. © I’m just going over (= 
making a visit) to Pete’s for half an hour. © My son 
is planning to go into (= get a job in) journalism. © 
Where did my keys go (= | can’t find them)? 0 A 
considerable amount of money and effort has gone 
into (= been used in preparing) this exhibition. 2 
To go back is to return: When do you go back to 
school? 3 To go back is also to have existed since 
some time in the past: Their friendship goes back to 
when they were in college together. 4 To go up or 


go down is to increase or be reduced: My rent is 
going up 6% this year. 5 To be going or to go for 
a particular activity is to move to the place of the 
activity or to begin to do it: to go for a walk/swim 
© Why don’t we go for a drive (= have a ride ina 
car)? O We’re going shopping at the mall. 6 To have 
gone to do a particular activity is to have left to do 
it and not yet returned: They’ve gone sailing on the 
lake. 

-goer /,gou-ar/ suffix a person who goes to the 
stated type of place © Regular moviegoers like to 
compare notes about the latest movies. 


USAGE =A its 1 
gone or been? 
The past participle of go is gone. 

I’m sorry but she’s gone away on business — 
she‘ll be back next week. 

Sometimes, however, been is used to say that 
someone has gone somewhere and come 
back, or to say that someone has visited 
somewhere. 

He's been to Chicago many times. 

Been describes the past up through the 
present. 

She's been away all week (= She left at the 
beginning of the week and she is not back 
yet). 

She’s-gone-away-allweek- 

Gone describes the present and the future. 
She’s gone away for a month (= She is away 
now and will be back a month from the 

time she left). 


MOVE TOWARD /gov/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, 
past simp. went, past part. gone 1 to be or continue 
moving, esp. in a particular way or direction © We 
were going (at) about 65 miles an hour. © | had a 
wonderful weekend but it went awfully quickly. © If 
you take the bus, you go over the bridge, but the 
train goes through the tunnel. © There’s still three 
months to go before he has surgery, but he’s already 
nervous about it. © The flu is going around right now 
(= It’s moving from person to person). © / was go- 
ing up/down the stairs when the phone rang. © He 
went up to her (= approached her) and asked for 
her autograph. © On summer evenings we often sat 
on the porch and watched the sun go down. 2 To 
go by is to move past or beyond: We sat on the 
shore and watched the sailboats go by. © Several 
months went by, and still he had no word from her. 
going /'gou-1n/ n[U] © It was slow going because 
of ice on the roads. 

LEAVE /gou/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, past simp. 
went, past part. gone 1 to leave a place, esp. in 
order to travel to somewhere else © /t’s time to go. 
© Please close the door when you go. © She wasn’t 
feeling well, so she went home early (= left early to 
go home). © She’s gone off with my umbrella (= She 
took it by accident). © / always go out (= leave my 
home and travel to another place, esp. for enter- 
tainment) on Saturday night. 2 If something is 
gone, none of it is left: ! can’t believe the milk is 
gone already. 
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going /'gou-1n/ n[C] © There were a lot of comings 
and goings at the apartment next door. 


LEAD /gou/ v [I always + adv/prep] goes, pres. part. 
going, past simp. went, past part. gone 1 (of a road, 
path, etc.) to lead in a particular direction © Does 
I-70 go to Denver? 2 If something goes a particular 
length, it is that long: The well goes down at least 
s0Meet 

BECOME /gou/ v goes, pres. part. going, past simp. 
went, past part. gone to become or be ina certain 
condition © [L] Her father is going blind. © [L] Ifany- 
thing goes wrong, you can call our emergency hot- 
line. © [L] Because of lack of evidence, the police were 
forced to let him go free. © [I] If you keep applying 
ice, the swelling will go down (= become smaller). 
O [I] The computer went down (= stopped operat- 
ing) twice last week. © [I] The electricity suddenly 
went off (= stopped operating). © [I] One of these 
days I'll have to go on a diet (= start to be on one). 
© [I] | was so exhausted | went to sleep (= started 
sleeping) immediately. © [I] It was feared for a while 
that the two countries would go to war (= start to 
fight a war) over this dispute. © [I] It wasn’t a bad 
hospital, as hospitals go (= compared with the usual 
standard of hospitals), but | still hated being there. 


CHANGE /gou/ v [I always + adv/prep] goes, pres. 
part. going, past simp. went, past part. gone to do 
something to cause a change or create a new con- 
dition © I’d love to come to dinner, but | don’t want 
you to go to any trouble (= do a lot of work). 

WEAKEN /gou/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, past simp. 
went, past part. gone to become weak or dam- 
aged, esp. from use, or to stop working © Her hear- 
ing is starting to go, but otherwise she’s in good 
shape. 

START /gou/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, past simp. 
went, past part. gone to start doing or using some- 
thing © Ill just connect the printer to the computer 
and we'll be ready to go. 


OPERATE /gov/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, past simp. 
went, past part. gone to operate O My watch was 
going fine up until a few minutes ago, but then it 
stopped running. 
going /'gou-1n/ adj [not gradable] operating suc- 
cessfully or without difficulty © The advertising 
agency was a going concern when she headed it. 

MAKE SOUND /gov/ v [I/T] goes, pres. part. going, 
past simp. went, past part. gone to produce a noise 
O [l] Somebody's car alarm went off at 3 in the morn- 
ing and woke me up. 


MOVE BODY /gou/ v [I always + adv/prep] goes, 
pres. part. going, past simp. went, past part. gone to 
move a part of the body in a particular way or in 
the way that is shown © Try making your foot go 
backwards and forwards. 


DIVIDE /gou/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, past simp. 
went, past part. gone (of a number) to fit into an- 
other number, esp. resulting in a whole number © 
Three goes into 12 four times. 


BE SITUATED /gou/ v [I always + adv/prep] goes, 
pres. part. going, past simp. went, past part. gone to 
belong in a particular place, esp. as the usual place 
O Tell the moving men that the sofa goes against that 
wall. 


HAPPEN /gou/ v [I always + adv/prep] goes, pres. 
part. going, past simp. went, past part. gone 1 to 
happen or develop © The doctor said the operation 
went well. © What's going on here (= Explain what 
is happening)? 2 If people have something going 
for them, that thing causes them to have a lot of 
advantages and to be successful: They’ve got a 
happy marriage, great careers, and wonderful chil- 
dren — in fact they've got everything going for them. 

BE SOLD /gou/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, past simp. 
went, past part. gone to be sold or be available © 
The painting is expected to go for at least a million 
dollars. 


BE EXPRESSED /gou/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, 
past simp. went, past part. gone to be expressed, 
sung, or played © | can never remember how that 
song goes. 


BE SUITABLE /gou/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, past 
simp. went, past part. gone to be acceptable or suit- 
able © Do you think my new brown scarf goes with 
my black coat? 
going /'gou-1n/ adj [not gradable] (of a price or 
a charge) usual or suitable at the present time © 
What's the going rate for this kind of work? 


BE KNOWN /gou/ v [I always + adv/prep] goes, pres. 
part. going, past simp. went, past part. gone to be 
known by a particular name © He went under the 
name of Platt, but that was not his real name. 


DEPEND ON /gou/ v [I always + adv/prep] goes, 
pres. part. going, past simp. went, past part. gone to 
have an opinion, decision, or judgment depend on 
something © There were no witnesses to the crime, 
and so far the police don’t have much to go on. 


BE FINAL /gou/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, past simp. 
went, past part. gone to be final; not to be ques- 
tioned © In my parents’ day, nobody ever argued 
with their father — whatever he said went. 

PLAY /gou/ v [I] goes, pres. part. going, past simp. 
went, past part. gone to do something at a partic- 
ular time or in a particular order, before or after 
other people; have a turn 0 Who goes next? 


ENERGY /gou/ n [U] the condition of being ener- 
getic and active 


IDIOMS with go 


*go easy on someone to treat someone in a gentle 
way, esp. when you want to be or should be more 
severe O Do you think judges should go easy on crim- 
inals if they’re teenagers? 

*goO easy on something to not take or use too 
much of something © The doctor told me to go easy 
on the spicy food for a while. 

ego from bad to worse to become even more 
difficult or unpleasant © Things went from bad to 
worse in the second game when we lost 38-0. 

ego for it infmi to do what you need to do without 
additional thought © /f you want it, then stop wor- 
rying about it and go for it. 

ego haywire to stop working correctly © They told 
us later in the hospital that his heart had gone 
haywire. 

*go in one ear and out the other to be heard 
but immediately forgotten © You can give her ad- 
vice, but it just goes in one ear and out the other. 
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ego it alone to decide to do something by your- 
self, without help from other people © / decided to 
go it alone and set up my own business at home. 
¢go out of your way to try especially hard to do 
something good or helpful © They really went out 
of their way to make us feel welcome. © Compare 
BEND OVER BACKWARDS at BEND IDIOMS 

ego overboard to do or say too much because 
you are so enthusiastic 0 | think | went overboard 
cooking this dinner — there is enough to feed a dozen 
people. 

ego public to become a company in which any- 
one can invest © The company went public in 2003. 
ego public (with something) to make something 
known that was secret before © /f the teacher goes 
public with her story, the school’s reputation will be 
damaged. 

ego through the motions to do something with- 
out believing it is important © After his wife died, 
he went through the motions of living without really 
feeling anything. 

ego to bat for someone to support someone when 
the person needs help © The government will go to 
bat for companies that pay lots of taxes. 

ego to great lengths to use a lot of effort to get 
or achieve something © We went to great lengths 
to make sure the votes were counted correctly. 

ego to someone’s head 1 to damage or weaken 
your judgment © The climate can go to your head. 
2 If success goes to your head, it makes you believe 
that you are more successful or powerful than you 
really are: Don’t let one win go to your head — you 
still have at least three more games to play. 

¢go to pot infmi to become worse or be spoiled 
because of lack of care or effort © Our old neigh- 
borhood has gone to pot. 

¢go to the bathroom to urinate or excrete waste 
from the bowels 

ego to the dogs to become much worse in quality 
or character © After Joe retired, the business went to 
the dogs. 

ego to town (on something) to do something ea- 
gerly and as completely as possible © Kayla and 
Josh really went to town on their wedding. 

ego up in smoke to be wasted © When the business 
went bankrupt, twenty years of hard work went up 
in smoke. 

ego with the flow to do what other people are 
doing or agree with the opinions of others 0 When 
you're new ina school, it’s easiest to just go with the 
flow for a while, and see what people are like. 

ego wrong 1 to make a mistake or a bad decision 
© If you just follow the signs to the park, you can’t 
go wrong. 2 If a situation goes wrong, there are 
problems or there is a bad result: / was so worried 
that something had gone wrong that | called the 
police. 

¢ something goes for someone/something else some- 
thing is also true for someone or something else © 
What Mary just said goes for me too (= | agree with 
what she said). © San Francisco will have a beautiful 
day on Friday, and that goes for Portland and Seattle 
foo. 

e something goes without saying, it goes without 
saying (that) something is obviously true © /f you 


got an “A” in the class, it goes without saying that 
you did well on the final exam. 

e (still) going strong 1 to still be successful after 
having existed for a long time © After one hundred 
years of service as a public institution, the state uni- 
versity system is still going strong. 2 Someone who 
is still going strong is healthy even though the per- 
son is old or has been ill: He’s still going strong at 
94! 

eon the go very busy or active © Elise is always on 
the go. 

¢ someone is going places, someone will go places/ 
far someone will be successful © Maria’s a talented 
writer — she’s definitely going places. 

* (something) to go packed or wrapped so that you 
can take it with you © /‘d like a cheeseburger and a 
strawberry milk shake to go, please. 0 USAGE: Used 
to talk about restaurant food that you want to take 
with you. 


PHRASAL VERBS with go 


¢go about something to begin to do something © 
We'd like to help but we’re not sure what’s the best 
way to go about it. 

¢go against something/someone to oppose or be 
in disagreement with something or someone © 
What you're asking me to do goes against everything 
! believe in. © Anytime they go against each other, 
you know it’s going to be a good fight. 

ego ahead to begin or continue with a plan or 
activity without waiting, esp. after a delay © The 
meeting will go ahead as planned. © Related noun: 
GO-AHEAD 

ego along to agree or be willing to accept some- 
thing © Alex has already agreed, but it’s going to be 
harder persuading Mike to go along. © The president 
would not feel obligated to go along with a deal he 
didn’t like. 

ego around to be enough for everyone © There 
won't be enough pizza to go around if you take two 
pieces. 

¢go at someone/something 1 to attack someone or 
something violently, using either force or very 
strong language © The candidates went at each 
other during the debate. 2 To go at something is 
also to use all of your energy and effort to succeed: 
The crowd showed up to see the two golfers go at it 
the final day of the tournament. 

ego back on something to fail to keep a promise, 
or to change a decision or agreement © fason is 
totally unreliable and always goes back on his word. 
¢go by something/someone to follow or use infor- 
mation provided by something or someone © 
Don’t go by what she says — she’s always wrong. 
ego down as/in something to be remembered or 
recorded in a particular way © Hurricane Katrina will 
go down as one of the worst storms of this century. 
© He doesn’t want to go down in the record books 
as the guy who walked away from his main 
responsibility. 

¢go for something/someone TRY TO GET to try to 
achieve a goal, or try to attract someone's roman- 
tic interest © He'll be going for his third straight 
Olympic gold medal in the 200-meter dash. 

ego for someone/something CHOOSE to choase 
something or someone © Offered the choice be- 
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tween a higher salary and more vacation time, ! 
know which one I'd go for. © He can’t even count on 
all the voters who went for him the last time. 

ego for something UKE infmi to like or admire 
something © | don’t go for action movies or ro- 
mances. 

°go in for something to do something regularly, 
or to enjoy something © I’ve never gone in for 
spending all day at the beach. 

¢go in on something to be involved in an activity 
that involves others © He bought a jet for personal 
use, inviting three friends to go in on it. 

go into something to discuss, describe, or explain 
something, esp. in a detailed or careful way © This 
is the first book to go into her personal life as well as 
her work. 

ego off 1 to explode, or to fire bullets 0 The deer 
ran away just before the hunter’s gun went off. 2 If 
a special signal or an electronic device goes off, it 
warns people that there is danger or that some- 
thing is wrong: What do they do if the metal detec- 
tor goes off? 

ego on to continue © | won't go on working in this 
job forever. © Go on, tell me what happened next. © 
He could go on and on (= continue talking for a 
long time) about his adventures. 

ego out BE WITH to have a romantic relationship, 
esp. one that includes going places together © 
We've been going out for five months. 

ego out FLOW AWAY (of the ocean TIDE) to be 
flowing to a lower level 0 While we were gone the 
tide had gone out, leaving our boat sitting on a sand- 
bar. 0 Compare COME IN OCEAN 

ego out for something to try to become part of a 
sports team O Unable to play ball with his hand in 
a cast, he went out for track. 

ego over something EXAMINE to examine or look 
at something in a careful or detailed way 0 Remem- 
ber to go over your essay to check for grammar and 
spelling mistakes. 0 Related noun: GOING-OVER 
¢go over something STUDY to study or explain 
something again © Let’s go over the rules once more 
before we begin. 

ego over BE RECEIVED to be received in a partic- 
ular way © Do you think my speech went over OK? 
ego through something EXPERIENCE to experi- 
ence something, esp. something unpleasant or 
difficult © She’s been going through a difficult time 
since her brother’s illness. 

ego through something USE to use something 
that cannot be used again © She went through all 
the money from her paycheck in one day. 

ego through BE ACCEPTED to be officially ac- 
cepted or approved © We’re hoping that the pro- 
posal for the new mall won't go through. 

ego through something PRACTICE to do some- 
thing in order to practice or as a test © Let’s go 
through it once more to make sure you know what 
to say. 

ego through something EXAMINE to examine a 
collection of things carefully in order to organize 
them or find something © /’m going through my 
clothes and throwing out all the stuff | don’t wear 
any more. 


¢go through with something to complete some- 
thing that you have begun or promised © He‘d 
threatened to quit many times, but | never thought 
he’d go through with it. 

ego together 1 to regularly exist at the same 
time, or often be found in the same place © Movies 
and popcorn just seem to go together. 2 If items of 
clothing, furniture, or food go together, they look 
or taste good when experienced at the same time: 
His suit, shirt, and tie didn’t really go together. 

ego under (of a business) to fail financially © Noth- 
ing could be done to keep the bank from going under. 
ego up to be destroyed in a fire or explosion © The 
wind was so strong, the house went up in flames 
almost immediately. 

ego without (something) to not have something 
or to manage to live despite not having something 
© Many of the workers have gone without paychecks 
for months. 


goad /goud/ v[T] to cause someone to do some- 
thing by being annoying © His brother goaded him 
into a wrestling match. 


go-ahead /'gou-a ,hed/ n[U] permission or no- 
tice that an activity may begin © We’re ready to 
start the project but we're still waiting for the go- 
ahead. © Related verb: GO AHEAD 


goal © AIM /goul/ n[C] an aim or purpose © My 
goal is to lose ten pounds before the summer. 

GAME /goul/ n [C] 1 (in many sports) a point 
scored when a player sends a ball or other object 
into a particular area of play or into a netted struc- 
ture that is defended by the opposing team © 
Lanzo missed scoring a goal by inches. 2 In some 
sports, a goal is also the area or netted structure 
into which a player sends a ball or other object in 
order to score a point. 


goalkeeper /'goul ki:-par/, infm! goalie /‘gou- 
li/ n [C] in some sports such as SOCCER and 
HOCKEY, the player whose responsibility is to pre- 
vent the other team from scoring 


goalpost /'goul-poust/ n[C] in some sports, ei- 
ther of two vertical posts, often connected by a 
horizontal bar, between which a ball or other ob- 
ject must go in order to score points 


goat ANIMAL /gout/ n [C] a horned animal re- 
lated to the sheep, which is kept to provide milk, 
meat, or wool 

PERSON BLAMED /gout/ n [C] infml, disapproving a 
person who is blamed for causing a failure or de- 
feat, esp. in a team sports competition © Jefferson’s 
three errors made him the goat of last night’s game. 


goatee /gou'ti:/ n [C] a small BEARD (= the hair 
on the lower part of a man’s face) grown on the 
middle, but not the sides, of the lower part of the 
face 


gob /gab/ n [C] a small piece or lump of some- 
thing © a gob of butter 


IDIOM with gob 


¢gobs of something infml large amounts of some- 
thing © He’s got gobs of money. 
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gobble EAT /'gab-al/ v [T] to eat quickly and 
sometimes with a lot of noise © [M] She gobbled 
up/down her lunch and hurried back. 

MAKE NOISE /'gab-al/ v [I] to make the sound of a 
male TURKEY (= a large bird) 


gobbledygook, gobbledegook /'gab-al-di 
iguk, -,gu:k/ n [U] disapproving language that 
sounds important and official but is difficult to un- 
derstand © This computer manual is gobbledygook. 


goblin /'gab-lan/ n [C] a small, imaginary, usu- 
ally ugly creature who plays tricks on people 


go-Ccart /'gou-kart/ n [C] a small, low racing car 
with an open frame 


God /gad/ n [U] (esp. in Christian, Jewish, and 
Muslim belief) the being that created and rules the 
universe, the earth, and its people © Do you believe 
in God? 
godless /'gad-las/ adj [not gradable] not show- 
ing belief in, or respect for, God 


IDIOMS with God 


e God bless (you) may good things happen to you 
© Good night everyone, and God bless you. © 
“Achoo!” “God bless you!” 0 USAGE: Used especially 
when saying goodbye to someone or when some- 
one sneezes. 

¢ God only knows infm/it is impossible to say 0 God 
only knows how he managed to find out where |! 
lived. 


god /gad/, female goddess /'gad-as/ n[C] 1a spirit 
or being believed to control some part of the uni- 
verse or life and often worshiped for doing so, or 
a representation of this being © the god of war2 A 
god can also be someone who is admired a lot or 
too much: Dr. Tay is a god to me. 


godchild /'gad-tfaild/ n [C] p! godchildren a 
child whose moral and religious development in 
the Christian religion is partly the responsibility of 
the child’s GODPARENTS 


goddaughter /'gad ,do:t-ar/ n [C] a female 
GODCHILD 


godfather RESPONSIBLE ADULT /'gad ,fad-ar/ 
n[C] a male GODPARENT 

FIRST PERSON /'gad ,faé-ar/ n [C] infm! a person 
who started or developed something new, esp. in 
music or art © Mr. Brown became known as the god- 
father of soul music. 


God-fearing adj dated very religious and try- 
ing to live in the way you believe God would wish 
you to 


godforsaken /'gad-far ser-kan/ adj (of places) 
not containing anything interesting or attractive, 
and far from other people © Why would you come 
to this godforsaken place? 


godmother /'gad ,maé-ar/ n [C] a female 
GODPARENT 


godparent /'gad,pzr-ant, -,per-/ n [C] an 
adult who is partly responsible for the moral and 


golden 


religious development of his or her GODCHILD. © 
See also: GODFATHER 


godsend /'gad:send/ n [C] something good 
that happens unexpectedly and at a time when it 
is especially needed © That savings account was a 
real godsend when she lost her job. 


godson /'gad:san/ n[C] a male GODCHILD 


goes /gouz/ present simple of GO, used with he/ 
she/it 


gofer /'gou-far/ n [C] infmi a person whose job is 
to take messages or to collect and deliver things 
for other people 


go-getter n [C] someone who is energetic and 
works hard to succeed © We like go-getters who 
bring in new customers. 


goggle-eyed /'gag-a,laid/ adj having eyes 
that are wide open, esp. in surprise © Goggle-eyed 
tourists stared at the famous painting. 


goggles /'gag-alz/ p/n special glasses that fit 
close to the face to protect the eyes © safety gog- 
gles © swimming goggles 


going /'gou-1n/ n, adj © See at GO MOVE 
TOWARD; GO LEAVE; GO OPERATE; GO BE 
SUITABLE 


going on /,gou-1n,an, -,2:n/ prep, adv[not grad- 
able] nearly; almost © Leslie is 16 going on 17. 


going-over /,gou-1n'ou-var/ n [C usually sing] 
goings-over a careful look at all the parts of a 
thing or place, in order to find something © Police 
gave the apartment a thorough going-over but failed 
to find any evidence. © Related verb: GO OVER 
EXAMINE 


goings-on /,gou-1n'zan, -'z2:n/_ pi! n unusual 
events or activities © There were some strange go- 
ings-on in that house. 


going to /'gou-1n,tu:, -ta/ modal verb intending 
to do something in the future, or being certain or 
expecting to happen in the future © Are you going 
to go to Claire’s party? © The radio said it was going 
to be hot and sunny tomorrow. 


gold METAL /gould/ n [U] a soft, yellow metal 
that is highly valued and used esp. in jewelry and 
as a form of wealth © The price of gold reached a 
new high Thursday. 
gold /gould/ adj [not gradable] © She wears lots 
of gold jewelry. 
golden /'goul-dan/ adj [not gradable] © a golden 
chain 

COLOR /gould/ adj, n [C/U] (of) a bright yellow 
color © a gold dress 0 [U] His uniform was scarlet 
and gold. 
golden /'goul-dan/ adj © Bake about seven min- 
utes, or until golden. 


golden /‘goul-dan/ adj advantageous, success- 
ful, or promising © the golden days of youth © They 
had several golden opportunities (= especially good 
opportunities) to score. 
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olden age 410 


golden age n[C] a period of time in the past, 
sometimes imaginary, of great happiness and suc- 
cess © the golden age of boxing 


golden anniversary n [C] a celebration of 
the 50th year of something, esp. a marriage © 
Compare SILVER ANNIVERSARY 


goldfish /‘gould-frf/ n [C] p! goldfish a small, 
gold- or orange-colored fish often kept as a pet 


gold medal n [C] a disk-shaped prize made of 
or covered with gold that is given to a person or 
team that wins a competition © Compare SILVER 
MEDAL; BRONZE MEDAL 


gold mine PLACE n [C] a place where gold is 
removed from the ground 


OPPORTUNITY rn [C] an opportunity for making a 
lot of money © In the eyes of real estate developers, 
this property was truly a gold mine. 


golf /galf, go:If/ n[U] a game in which players use 
a set of sticks to hit small, round, hard balls into a 
series of nine or 18 small holes on an area of grassy 
land using as few hits as possible © Do you play 
golf? 
golfer /'gal-far, 'ga:l-/ n[C] © a professional golfer 


golf club stick n[C] one of a set of wooden or 
metal sticks with long handles used for hitting the 
ball used in the game of golf 


ORGANIZATION n [C] a private organization of 
people who play golf at the same place, or the 
place where they and their guests play golf and 
meet socially 


golf course n [C] a large area of grassy land 
with a series of nine or 18 holes, used for playing 
golf 


golly /‘gal-i/ exclamation infml used to express sur- 
prise, or to emphasize what you are saying 0 “He 
broke his arm and he’ll be out for weeks.” “Golly, 
that’s terrible.” 


gondola CONTAINER /'gan-da-la, gan'dou-/ n 
[C] a container in which passengers travel, esp. 
one hung from a thick wire which moves up a 
mountain © The gondolas seat 12 skiers and move 
at 14 miles per hour. 


BOAT /'gan-da-la/ n [C] a long, narrow boat with 
a flat bottom and raised points at both ends, 
moved along by a person with a pole at the back 
end 


gone GO /go:n, gan/ past participle of GO 


DEAD /g2:n, gan/ adj [not gradable] no longer liv- 
ing; dead © Both her parents are gone. 


goner /'gs:-nar, 'gan-ar/ n[C usually sing] infmi 
a person or thing that has no chance of succeeding 
or continuing to live or exist O He reckoned he was 
a goner when he heard enemy soldiers approaching. 


gong /gan, g2:n/ n[C] a piece of metal hanging 
from a frame which is hit with a stick to produce 
a hollow, ringing sound © a dinner gong 


gonna /,g2:-na, ,gou-na, gan-a/ modal verb not 
standard (spelled the way it is often spoken) GOING 


TO © What are you gonna do about it? © USAGE: In 
written English “gonna” is usually used to report 
or approximate speech. 


gonorrhea /,gan-a'ri:-9/ n[U] a disease of the 
sex organs, caught during sexual activity 


goo /gu:/ n [U] infmi a thick, sticky substance © 
Mudslides left goo all over the highway. 


good SATISFACTORY /gud/ adj comparative bet- 
ter, superlative best of a kind that is pleasing or en- 
joyable, or of high quality © Let’s go on a picnic 
tomorrow if the weather’s good. © That was a really 
good meal. © Dogs have a very good sense of smell. 
© Now would be a good time (= a Suitable time) to 
talk to Andy about the promotion. 0 He’s a good (= 
able and skillful) swimmer. © Did they have a good 
time on their vacation? 0 She makes good money (= 
earns a high income) in her new job. 


MORALLY RIGHT /gud/ adj comparative better, su- 
perlative best 1 morally right or admirable © José is 
a genuinely good person. © If you‘re a good boy (= 
if you behave well) at the dentist, I’ll buy you some 
ice cream later. 0 He’s always been good to his 
mother. 2 Good can be used as part of an excla- 
mation: Good heavens! You mean they still haven’t 
arrived? 
good /gud/ n[U] © Even a small donation can do 
a lot of good. 
goodness /'gud-nas/ n[U] 0 / believe in the basic 
goodness of human nature. © See also: GOODNESS 


GREETING /gud/ adj [not gradable] used in 
greetings 

HEALTH /gud/ adj comparative better, superlative best 
useful for health, or in a satisfactory condition © 
Make sure you eat plenty of good, fresh vegetables. 


LARGE /gud/ adj [not gradable] large in number or 
amount 0 We had to walk a good way in the airport 
to reach our gate. © There was a good-sized crowd 
on hand. © There was a good deal of (= a lot of) 
discussion about how much the car was worth. 


WORD FAMILY good 


Nouns good Adjectives good 


goodness 
goods 


IDIOMS with good 


ea good this much or more of a specific amount 
© It’s a good half hour’s walk to the stadium from 
here. 

ea good many a lot of © There were a good many 
people at the concert. 

egood and completely © She won't drink coffee if 
it’s not good and hot. 

¢(as) good as new in very good condition again, 
after not working well © Yaman fixed my computer, 
and now it’s good as new. 

e good for someone | am pleased about someone’s 
success or good luck © She got her driver's license? 
Good for her! 

egood riddance | am happy that someone or 
something is gone © Our neighbors and their nasty 
dogs have moved out — good riddance! 
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e(it’s a) good thing it is lucky © Good thing they 
didn’t go camping last weekend — the weather was 
terrible. 

eno good, not any/much good not very useful or 
effective © It’s no good trying to change his beliefs. 
© I’m not much good at explaining math problems. 


good afternoon exclamation used when 
greeting someone in the afternoon © Good after- 
noon, Mr. Hopkins. 


Good Book n [C/U] the Bible 


goodbye /gud'bai, ga-/, short form bye /'bat/, 
infml bye-bye /bar'bai/ exclamation, n [C/U] said 
when you are going away from someone else, or 
the act of saying this when you are going away © 
[U] Goodbye, Roberto, and thanks again for a great 
dinner. © [U] Don't go without saying goodbye to me, 
will you? 

good evening exclamation used when greet- 
ing someone in the evening © Good evening, Mr. 
Hopkins. 


good-for-nothing n [C] a person who is 
thought of as worthless © She’s a lazy good-for- 
nothing. 


Good Friday n[C usually sing] (in the Christian 
religion) the day Jesus is believed to have died; the 
Friday before Easter Sunday 


good-hearted adj kind and willing to be 
helpful 


good-humored adj behaving in a friendly 
and happy way 


good-looking adj attractive and pleasant to 
look at 


good morning exclamation used for greeting 
someone in the morning © Good morning, how are 
you? 


good-natured adjfriendly and welcoming to- 
ward other people 


goodness /'gud-nas/ n [U] used in many fixed 
expressions to show emotion, esp. surprise © 
Goodness! | thought you'd gone home already! 0 See 
also: GOODNESS at GOOD MORALLY RIGHT 


good night exclamation used for saying good- 
bye to someone in the evening, or to someone 
before you go to bed or to sleep 


goods /gudz/ pi n items for sale, or possessions 
that can be moved © They sell leather goods such 
as wallets, purses, and briefcases. 


good Samaritan /sa'mezr-at-2n/ n[C] some- 
one who helps people in trouble 


goodwill /‘gud'wil/ n [U] a friendly attitude in 
which you wish that good things happen to peo- 
ple © We hope the negotiations will take place in an 
atmosphere of openness and goodwill. 


goody FOOD /'gud-i/ n[C usually pl] infm! some- 
thing pleasant to eat, such as a piece of candy 


EXPRESSION /'gud-i/ exclamation used, esp. by chil- 
dren, to show pleasure © Oh goody! Chocolate cake. 


orge 


goody-goody /'gud-i,gud-i/, goody-two- 
shoes /,gud-i'tu: ,fu:z/ n [C] someone who is too 
ready to behave in a way intended to please peo- 
ple in authority 0 She’s a real goody-goody — | hate 
her! 


gooey /'gu:-i/ adj comparative gooier, superlative 
gooiest (of a substance) thick and sticky © a gooey 
dessert 


goof /gu:f/ v [1] infmi to make a foolish or embar- 
rassing mistake © The governor showed up and no 
one was there to meet him — somebody goofed! 
goof /gu:f/ n [C] infm! © Forgetting to bring my 
driver's license was a major goof. 
goofy /'gu:-fi/ adj infmI silly, esp. in an amusing 
way © The movie has talking skeletons and goofy 
stuff like that. 


PHRASAL VERB with goof 


¢ goof off infm!to avoid work or waste time © Youd 
better not let the boss catch you goofing off! 


goon /gu:n/ n[C] a man who is paid to threaten 
or hurt people © The strikers were beaten by a bunch 
of hired goons. : 


goOop /gu:p/ n [U] infmi a messy, slightly liquid 
substance, esp. one whose contents are not 
known © He puts this goop on his hair to make it 
stand up straight. 


goose /gu:s/ n[C] pi geese a large bird that lives 
by water 


goose bumps /'gu:s-bamps/, goose flesh 
/‘gu:s-flef/, goose pimples /'gu:s ,pim-palz/ pina 
temporary condition in which small raised swell- 
ings appear on the skin because of cold, fear, or 
excitement © Let’s move out into the sun — I’m get- 
ting goose bumps. 


GOP n [U] abbreviation for Grand Old Party (= a 
name for the Republican Party) © The symbol of the 
GOP is an elephant. 


gopher /'gou-far/ n [C] a North American ani- 
mal that lives in holes it makes in the ground 


gore INJURE /go:r, gour/ v [T] (of an animal) to 
Cause an injury with the horns or TUSKS (= long, 
curved teeth) © The bullfighter was almost gored to 
death. 

BLOOD /gp:r, gour/ n[U] blood that has come from 
an injury and become thick 
gory /'ga:r-i, 'gour-i/ adj © I’m afraid most opera- 
tions look pretty gory. 


IDIOM with gore 


egory details the unpleasant but interesting facts 
about someone’s private life © Come on, | want to 
know all the gory details about why they split up. 


gorge VALLEY /g2:rd3/ n[C] a deep, narrow val- 
ley with steep sides, usually formed by a river or 
stream cutting through rock © The only way to cross 
the gorge was over a flimsy wooden bridge. 

EAT /go:rd3/ v [I/T] to eat or fill yourself with food 
until you are unable to eat any more © [T] She sat 
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gorgeous, 


in front of the television, gorging herself on 
chocolates. 


gorgeous /'g9:r-d3as/ adj beautiful and attrac- 
tive © What a gorgeous dress! 0 The bride looked 
gorgeous. 


gorilla /ga'ril-o/ n[C] a large APE (= animal like 
a monkey) that comes from western and central 
Africa 


gory /'go:r-i, 'gour-i/ adj o See at GORE BLOOD 


gosh /gafJ, go: J/ exclamation infml used to express 
surprise © Gosh, | didn’t expect to see you here! 


gospel Music /'gas-pal/, gospel music /'gas- 
pal 'mju:-zik/ n [U] a style of Christian religious 
music originally developed and performed by Af- 
rican-Americans © gospel singers 


BOOK /'gas-pal/ n [C] 1 any of the four books of 
the Bible that contain details of the life of Jesus 2 
The gospel (truth) is the complete truth: / don’t 
know what happened to the money, that’s the gospel 
truth. 


gossip /'gas-ap/ n [C/U] 1 talk about other peo- 
ple’s private lives © [U] Have you heard the latest 
gossip (= what is being said about someone)? 2A 
gossip is also someone who enjoys talking about 
other people’s private lives: [C] Charlie is a real 
gossip. 
gossip /'gas-ap/ v [I] © Don’t mind us — we're just 
gossiping! 

got /gat/ past simple and past participle of 1 GET 2 
Got is also used with “have” or “has” to show that 
someone has or possesses something: Brandon’s 
got (= now has) a new pair of glasses. ©O Compare 
GOTTEN 


gotcha /'gatj-2/ exclamation not standard 1 
(spelled the way it is often spoken) got you © “Got- 
cha (= caught you), you little thief!” she cried, as | 

tried to snatch a cookie from the table. 2 Gotcha 

also means | understand what you are trying to 


say: “So be sure you get here by three.” “Gotcha.” 


Gothic /'ga6-1k/ adj (of buildings) built in an old 
style that uses stone, very high ceilings, and lots 
of decoration © Gothic architecture 


gotta /'gat-9/ v [I] not standard (spelled the way it 
is often spoken) got to © “! gotta go now.” © “He’s 
gotta be kidding.” 


gotten /‘gat-*n/ past participle of 1 GET © If you 
hadn’t gotten sick, we'd be in Hawaii now. © She's 
gotten used to having me around. 2 Gotten is also 
used with “have” to show that someone has re- 
cently come to possess something: /’ve gotten (= | 
recently bought) a new pair of glasses. Oo Compare 
GOT 


gouge DIG /gaud3/ v[T] to make a hole in some- 
thing, or remove something from a hole using a 
sharp, pointed object © The bomb had gouged a 
huge hole in the roadway. 


CHEAT /gaud3/ v [T] to charge someone far too 
much money for something done or something 


sold © We didn’t know the value of the foreign 
money, and the taxi driver gouged us. 


goulash /'gu:-laf/ n [U] a dish originally from 
Hungary consisting of meat cooked in a sauce with 
vegetables and PAPRIKA (= a red spice) 


gourd /goird, gourd, gurd/ n[C] a round or bot- 
tle-shaped fruit that has a hard shell and that can- 
not usually be eaten, or the shell of this fruit used 
as a container 


gourmet /'gur-mei, gur'mei/ n [C] a person 
who knows a lot about food and cooking, and who 
enjoys eating good food © She is a gourmet cook. 


gout /gavt/ n [U] a painful disease of the joints, 
esp. in a toe or finger 


GOV /,d3i: ou 'vi:, gav/ n[U] used at the end of US 
INTERNET addresses to show that the address be- 
longs to a federal or state government department 
© info@hhs.gov 


govern RULE /'gav-ern/ v [I/T] to control and be 
responsible for the public business of a country, 
state, city, or other organized group © [T] The 
newly elected president will govern the country for 
four years. 
governance /'gav-ar-nans/ n [U] the activity of 
governing something © The Crow Indians have 
struggled to establish a new form of tribal 
governance. 
government /‘gav-arn-mant, -ar-mant/ n[C/U] 
1 politics & government the offices, depart- 
ments, and groups of people that control a coun- 
try, state, city, or other political unit © [U] She works 
for the government. © [C] The new tax law affects 
the budgets of both state and local governments. 2 
Government is also a particular system of man- 
aging a country, state, city, etc.: [U] democratic 
government 
governmental /,gav-arn'ment-al, -ar'ment-91/ 
adj © The country has weak governmental institu- 
tions and no experience of democracy. 
governor /'gav-a-nar, -ar-nar/ n[C] a person in 
charge of an organization or of a particular politi- 
cal unit, esp. a US state O Governors from most of 
the 50 states will meet in Omaha this weekend. © 
The board of governors of the hospital meets every 
month. 

INFLUENCE /'gav-arn/ v [T] to have a direct effect 
or controlling influence on something © Prices of 
manufactured goods are governed largely by the cost 
of raw materials and labor. 


WORD FAMILY govern 


Nouns governance 
government 
governor 


Adjectives governmental 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


govern 


governmentally 


governess /'gav-ar-nas/ n[C] (esp. in the past) 
a woman who lives with a family and educates the 
children at home 


QOwni /gaun/ n[C] a woman’s dress, esp. along 
one worn on formal occasions, or a long, loose 
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413 graduate 


piece of clothing worn over other clothes for a par- 
ticular purpose © She wore a beautiful satin gown 
to the senior prom. © Students wore black gowns for 
the graduation ceremonies. 


GP rn [C] abbreviation for general practitioner (= a 
doctor who provides general medical treatment) 


GPA nr [C] abbreviation for GRADE-POINT AVERAGE 


grab /greb/ v [T] -bb- to take or take hold of 
something or someone suddenly © | grabbed the 
rope and pulled myself out of the water. 0 We'd better 
get there early, or someone else will grab the best 
seats (= take them first). © (infml) Let’s grab a sana- 
wich (= get it and eat it quickly) before we leave. 
grab /grzb/ n [C] © The two children both made 
a grab for (= made a sudden attempt to take) the 
same piece of cake. 


grab bag n[(C] any mixed collection of things, 
some of which may not be very attractive or useful 
© The musical was a grab bag of old, tired songs and 
a few gems. 


grace BEAUTY /greis/ n [U] simple beauty of 
movement or form © The skaters moved over the 
ice with effortless grace. 
graceful /'greis-fal/ adj © The dancers formed 
graceful, whirling combinations. 
gracefully /‘greis-fa-li/ adv © He gracefully skis 
down the slopes. 

PLEASANTNESS /greis/ n[U] the charming quality 
of being polite and pleasant, or a willingness to be 
fair and to forgive O She always handles her clients 
with tact and grace. 
graceful /'grets-fal/ adj © | want to make a grace- 
ful exit when it’s time to leave. 
gracefully /‘grets-fa-li/ advo A lot of people grow 
old gracefully. 

RELIGION /greis/ n[U] 1 a prayer of thanks to God 
that is said before and sometimes after a meal © 
Before we eat, | want to ask Cory to say grace. 2 
Grace Is also approval or protection given by God: 
By the grace of God, | hope to live for many years. 

TIME /greis/ n[U] an added period of time allowed 
before something must be done or paid © The 
landlord gave us a week’s grace to pay the rent. 


grace period n [C] extra time you are given 
to pay money you owe without losing something 
or paying an additional amount © You have a 10- 
day grace period in which to pay your insurance 
premium. 


gracious PLEASANT /'grei-fas/ adj pleasant, 
kind, and polite © You're a gracious host. 
graciously /‘grer: fa-sli/ advo You should learn to 
accept criticism graciously. 

COMFORTABLE /'grei-fas/ adj having the qualities 
great comfort and luxury made possible by wealth 
© He was used to gracious living. 

SURPRISE /‘grei-fas/ exclamation dated used to ex- 
press surprise or to emphasize what ts being said 
O My goodness gracious, that was a huge repair bill. 


grad /greed/ n, adj short form of GRADUATE © a Har- 
vard grad © a grad student 


gradable /‘greid-a-bal/ adj grammar (of adjec- 
tives and adverbs) able to be used with words like 
“more” and “less,” or having different forms that 
show this © “Cold” is a gradable adjective and has 
the forms “colder” and “coldest.” 


gradation /gret'dei- fan, gra-/ n [C] a gradual 
change, or one stage in a Series of changes © There 
are many gradations of color in a rainbow. 


grade © MEASURE/MARK /greid/ n [C] 1 a 
measure of the quality of a student's performance, 
usually represented by the letters A (the best) 
through F (the worst) © She always gets good 
grades. 2 A grade is also a measure or mark of qual- 
ity, amount, or degree: high-grade musicianship © 
He’s suffering from a low-grade infection. 
grade © /greid/v[T] 1 to judge and give a mark 
to a student, exam, etc. © The essays were graded 
on Clarity of expression. 2 To grade is also to sepa- 
rate things according to quality or size: Eggs are 
usually graded by size. 


SCHOOL /greid/ n [C] a school class or group of 
classes in which all the children are of a similar age 
or ability © James is in the seventh grade this year. 
-grader /‘greid-ar/ nO Katy is a fifth-grader. 


SLOPE /greid/ n [C] the degree of slope of land or 
of a road or path © In hilly San Francisco, many 
streets have a steep grade. 


grade-point average n [C] a number giv- 
ing the average quality of a student’s work, used 
to calculate rank in class © To get into the best col- 
leges you need a grade-point average between 3.0 
and 4.0. 


grade school n [C] an ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


gradient /‘greid-i:-ant/ n [C] earth science a 
measure of how steep a slope is, often expressed 
as a percentage 


gradual /'grzed3-a-wal/ adj changing or devel- 
oping slowly or by small degrees © He has suffered 
a gradual decline in health over the past year. 
gradually /'‘grzed3:9-wa-li/ adv © Sales of the 
product are improving gradually. 


graduate /‘gred3-a-wat/, short form grad 
/greed/ n [C] a person who has successfully com- 
pleted studies at a school or received a degree 
from a college or university © a Yale graduate/a 
graduate of Yale 
graduate /'grad3:a-wat/, short form grad 
/greed/ adj relating to or working toward a uni- 
versity degree beyond the one you receive after 
four years of study © graduate school/student/ 
studies 
graduate /‘grzed3:9,weit/ v [I/T] © [I] Although 
he never graduated from high school, he became a 
successful businessman. 
graduation /,grzed3-a'wer- fan/ n[C/U] the for- 
mal event at which a person who has successfully 
completed a course of study at a school, college, 
or university gets a document stating this fact, or 
the successful completion of a course of study © 
[C] We'll be attending two graduations this weekend. 
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cl, 


© [U] After graduation, she wants to travel around 
Europe. 


graduated /'grzd3-a weit: ad/ adj arranged in 
regular small stages or degrees © With a graduated 
income tax, people who make more money pay a 
higher rate. 


graduated cylinder n [C] a glass tube that 
is used in science LABORATORIES to measure liquids 


graffiti /gra'fi:t-i/ n [U] writings or drawings 
made on surfaces in public places © Someone had 
painted graffiti on the entire wall. 


graft INFLUENCE /grzeft/ n [U] (esp. in politics) 
the obtaining of money or advantage through the 
dishonest use of power and influence © His admin- 
istration was marked by widespread graft and crime. 


TISSUE /grzft/ n [C] biology 1 a piece of healthy 
skin or bone cut usually from a person’s own body 
and used to repair a damaged part on that person 
2 A graft is also a piece cut from a living plant and 
fixed to another plant so that it grows there. 


graft /greft/ v [7] 
Grail, grail /greil/ n[C] a HOLY GRAIL 


grain SEED /grein/ n [C/U] a seed from a plant, 
esp. a grass such as wheat, or the crop from such 
a plant © [C] Wheat and rye are two common grains 
used in making bread. © [U] Grain is one of the main 
exports of the American Midwest. 


SMALL PIECE/AMOUNT /grein/ n [C] a very small 
piece of a hard substance, or a small amount of 
something © grains of sand © There was a grain of 
truth in what she said. © You haven't got a grain of 
sense. 

-grained /greind/ suffix consisting of pieces of a 
specific size or type © very fine-grained quartz 
grainy /'grer-ni/ adj (of a picture) appearing to 
be made up of a lot of spots © a grainy newspaper 
photo 


PATTERN /grein/ n [U] the natural pattern of lines 
in the surface of a material, such as wood or rock, 
or the direction in which the fibers that form these 
substances lie © Polishing the wood brings out its 
grain. 


gram /grzm/, abbreviation g n [C] a unit of mea- 
surement of weight equal to 0.001 kilogram 


grammars /'grzem-er/ n[U] grammar the study 
or use of the rules about how words change their 
form and combine with other words to express 
meaning © She memorized the vocabulary but is 
having trouble with the grammar. 
grammatical /gra'met-1-kal/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © grammatical structure © Your sentence is not 
grammatical (= the words it contains do not com- 
bine correctly). 


grammar school n [C] dated an ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 


Grammy /'graem-i/ n [C] trademark one of a set 
of prizes given in the US each year to people in 
the music industry 


grand IMPORTANT /grzend/ adj important and 
large in degree or size 0 When | mess up, | mess up 


ona grand scale. © The ten top essayists will compete 
for the $10,000 grand prize (= the largest prize in 
the competition). © The new restaurant will hold its 
grand opening Saturday (= a big celebration of the 
opening of its business). 

ATTRACTIVE /greend/ adj attractive in style and ap- 
pearance © A grand staircase leads to the second 
floor. 

MONEY /grzend/, abbreviation G n[C] pi grand slang 
$1000 © He lost three grand in the stock market last 
week. 


grandchild /‘grzn-tfaild/ n [C] p! grandchil- 
dren the child of a person’s son or daughter 


granddaughter /‘grzen do:t-or/ n [C] the 
daughter of a person’s son or daughter 


grandeur /‘grzen-d3ar, -,d3ur/ n[U] a quality of 
great beauty and size which attracts admiration © 
We were struck by the silent grandeur of the desert. 


grandfather /‘grznd ,fad-ar/, infm! granddad 
/‘green-deed/, infm! grandpa /'grzeem-ps, -pa/ n[C] 
the father of a person’s mother or father 


grandfather clock n [C] a clock in a tall 
wooden case that stands on the floor 


grandiose /'grzen-di: ous, ,graen-di:'ous/ adj 

very large or wonderful, or intended to seem great 
and important © grandiose buildings © grandiose 
plans 


grand jury n [C] fawa group of people who 
decide whether a person who has been accused of 
a crime should be given a trial in court or should 
be released 


grandmother = /‘grand,mad-ar/, _ inf! 
grandma /'grzem:a, ‘'grzen-ma/, infm! granny 
/‘grzen-i/ n[C] the mother of a person’s father or 
mother 


grandparent /‘grend per-ant, -,per-/ n [C] 
the father or mother of a person’s father or mother 


grand piano n[C] a large piano that has hor- 
izontal strings and is the type usually used in public 
performances 


grand slam BASEBALL n [C] in baseball, the 
hitting of a HOME RUN with runners at all three 
BASES, so that four points are scored 

TENNIS AND GOLF n [C] in tennis and golf, the act 
of winning all of a series of important competitions 


grandson /'grznd-san/ n [C] the son of a per- 
son’s son or daughter 


grandstand /‘gren-stzend/ n [C] a large area 
containing many seats arranged in rising rows, 
sometimes covered by a roof, from which people 
can watch sports or other events 


grandstanding /‘gren stzn-din/ n [U] dis- 
approving acting or speaking in a way intended to 
attract attention and to influence the opinion of 
people who are watching © Experts criticized the 
program as mere grandstanding by corporations and 
local officials. 
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grand total n [C] the complete amount after 
everything has been added up © Andre's sold a 
grand total of 11 copies of the book. 


granite /'grzn-at/ n [U] a hard gray, pink, or 
black rock, used in buildings 


granny /‘gren-i/ n [C] infmi GRANDMOTHER 


granola /gra'nou-la/ n [U] a food made of 
grains, nuts, and dried fruit, often eaten for 
breakfast 


grant © GIVE /grent/ v [T] to give, agree to 
give, or do something that another person has 
asked for, esp. as an official or formal act © She was 
granted American citizenship. 

MONEY /grzent/ n[C] a sum of money given by the 
government, a university, or a private organization 
to another organization or person for a special pur- 
pose O a research/study grant 

ACCEPT /grzent/ v [T] to accept that something is 
true, often before expressing an opposite or dis- 
approving opinion © [+ (that) clause] | grant you 
(that) it must have been upsetting, but even so | 
think he made too big a deal of it. 


granulated /‘grzn-joleit-ad/ adj [not grada- 
ble] (esp. of sugar) in small grains © Granulated 
sugar is coarser than powdered sugar. 


grape /greip/ n [C] a small, round fruit, usually 
pale green, purple, or red, that grows on a VINE 
and is eaten raw, made into juice, or used for mak- 
ing wine 0 a bunch of grapes © grape juice 

grapefruit /‘greip-fru:t/ n [C] grapefruit, 
grapefruits a yellow fruit that is larger than an or- 
ange but tastes less sweet 


grapevine /‘greip-vain/ n [C] the climbing 
plant that GRAPES grow on 
IDIOM with grapevine 


¢ the grapevine an unofficial, informal way of get- 
ting information by hearing about it from some- 
one who heard it from someone else © | heard 
through the grapevine that they fired him — is that 
true? 


graph /gref/ n [C] mathematics 1 a drawing 
that shows lines or curves formed with two sets of 


LINE GRAPH 


graphic 


measurements or amounts, or a such a drawing 
produced by the set of POINTS (= positions) that 
solve an EQUATION (= mathematical statement) © 
a bar/line graph O A graph would show this infor- 
mation more clearly. 2 Graph paper is paper with 
small squares printed on it that can be used for 
drawing some types of graphs. 3 The graph of an 
equation is the group of all points on a NUMBER 
LINE or the COORDINATE PLANE that are solutions 
of an EQUATION (= statement that two amounts 
are equal). 

graph /greef/ v [T] to show information in the 
form of a graph © The global warming data will be 
graphed and the students will interpret it. 
graphical /'grzef-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] rep- 
resented by or relating to a graph 


graphic CLEAR /‘grzf-1k/ adj producing very 
clear and detailed mental images © a graphic de- 
scription of the operation 
graphically /‘greef-1-kli/ adv in a very clear and 
detailed manner © The accident graphically illus- 
trates the importance of wearing seat belts. 


USAGE - ei os r 
graphic or striking? 
To describe a very detailed and realistic image 
use graphic. To describe someone or some- 
thing that is very impressive or unusual to look 
at use striking. 
The film contains one very graphic scene of an 
accident. 
The huge white tower on the waterfront is 
very striking. 
The-+ er : 
very-graphie. 


DRAWING /'‘grzf-ik/ adj [not gradable] having to 
do with drawing or images © She first worked as a 
graphic designer. 0 The network has upgraded the 
graphic look of the show. 
graphic /'‘grzef-1k/ n [C] 1 Choose a graphic from 
the clip-art file, add your text, and you've made your 
own birthday card. 2 A graphic can also be printing 
shown on television that gives additional infor- 
mation: Let’s take a look at the graphic of that quote. 


BAR GRAPH 
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graphic arts p/n the arts that include drawing 
and printing 


graphite /‘gref-ait/ n[U] a soft, dark gray form 
of carbon used in the center of pencils which 
makes a mark when pressed against something 


grapple /‘grep-al/ v [I] to hold someone while 
fighting with him or her © He briefly grappled with 
the police officer. 0 Bad news is something it becomes 
necessary to grapple with (= deal with). 


grasp HOLD /gresp/ v [I/T] to take something 
quickly, in your hand, and hold it firmly © [T] ! 
grasped his arm to keep from falling. 
grasp /greesp/ n [U] power to achieve or control 
something © A full partnership at last seemed to be 
within her grasp. 

UNDERSTAND /grzesp/ v [T] to understand, esp. 
something difficult © /t was hard to grasp what the 
professor was getting at. 
grasp /gresp/ n [U] © I’m afraid my grasp of eco- 
nomics is weak. 


IDIOM with grasp 


e grasping at straws 1 trying to find some way to 
succeed when nothing you choose is likely to work 
© We searched all the backup tapes, trying to find 
the missing files, but we knew we were grasping at 
straws. 2 |f you are grasping at straws, you are 
trying to find a reason to feel hopeful in a bad 
situation: | knew my mother was dying, but | was 
grasping at straws and denying reality. 


grasping /'‘gres-pin/ adj disapproving always ea- 
ger to get more of something, esp. money © He’s 
a grasping, insensitive executive. 


grass /gres/ n[C/U] a low, green plant with nar- 
row leaves growing naturally over much of the 
earth’s surface © (U] Are you going to cut the grass? 
© [C] Wildflowers and grasses of the Great Plains 
thrive without chemicals or fertilizers. 
grassy /'gres-i/ adj ° a grassy hillside 


grasshopper /'gres ,hap-ar/ n [C] an insect 
that eats plants and has long back legs that make 
it able to jump high 


grassland /'gres-land, -land/ n [C/U] a large 
area of land covered with grass © Conservation 
groups are restoring grasslands in the Midwest. 


grass roots, grassroots /'grzs'ru:ts/ pi n the 
ordinary people in a society, movement, or orga- 
nization © She spent years trying to design education 
policy from the grass roots up. 
grass-roots, grassroots /,grees,ru:ts/ adj [not 
gradable] © a grass-roots movement 


grate METAL STRUCTURE /greit/ n[C] 1 a struc- 
ture made of iron bars for holding wood or other 
fuel, esp. in a fireplace 2 A grate is also a structure 
of metal bars that covers an opening: They have 
grates across every window. 
grating /‘greit-1n/ n [C] a structure made of 
metal bars © an iron grating 

RUB TOGETHER /greit/ v [I] (of two hard objects) 
to rub together, often making an unpleasant 
sound, or to make an unpleasant sound of this kind 


© The trolley’s wheels grated horribly as it went 

around the curve. 

grating /'greit-1n/ adj | turned on the car's en- 

gine, and there was that familiar grating sound. 
ANNOY /grert/ v [I] to have an annoying or painful 

effect © His constant whining for attention is begin- 

ning to grate on my nerves. 


COOKING /greit/ v [T] to rub food against the 
rough surface of a metal device having holes 
through which small pieces of the food fall as they 
break off © Would you grate the cheese? © Add the 
grated carrots to the salad. 
grater /'grert-9/ n [C] a metal device with holes 
surrounded by sharp edges, used to cut food into 
small pieces 0 a cheese grater 


grateful /‘greit-fal/ adj showing or expressing 
thanks, esp. to another person © |’m grateful for 
your love and support. 
gratefully /‘greit-fa-li/ adv © We gratefully ac- 
knowledge the support of the Lincoln Fund. 


WORD FAMILY grateful 


Nouns gratitude 


ingratitude 


Adjectives grateful 
ungrateful 


Adverbs gratefully 


WORD CHOICES grateful +a) 


The adjective appreciative is sometimes used 
to show that someone is grateful, or you can 
use the verb appreciate to express the same 
idea. 


I’m really appreciative of all the help you've 


given me. 
| really appreciate all the help you've given 
me. 
The expression be glad of is another 
alternative. 


We were very glad of some extra help. 
The expression be indebted to is a more formal 
way of saying that someone is very grateful for 
something. 
I’m indebted to my parents for all their love 
and support. 
The adjectives thankful or relieved are often 
used when a person is grateful that something 
unpleasant did not happen. 
I’m just thankful that she’s safe and well. 
If a person is grateful that someone has done 
something kind, the adjective touched is some- 
times used. 
She was really touched that he remembered 
her birthday. 


gratify /'grzt-a far/ v [T] to please someone, or 
to satisfy a wish or need © [+ fo infinitive] He was 
gratified to see how well his students had done. 
gratifying /'gret-e,far-1n/ adj © It was a big 
game for us, and a very gratifying win. 


gratis /'gret-as, ‘grat-/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
free; not costing anything © Drinks were gratis. 
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gratitude /‘grzt-a,tu:d/ n [U] a strong feeling 
of appreciation to someone or something for what 
the person has done to help you © Many of his 
patients gave works of art to Dr. Klein in gratitude. 


gratuitous /gra'tu:-at-as/ adj not necessary; 
with no reasonable cause © There were too many 
gratuitous personal insults throughout the debate. 


gratuity /gra'tu:-at-i/ n [C] fmi an amount of 
money given as a reward for a service; TIP 


Grave BURYING PLACE /greiv/ n [C] a place 
where a dead person or dead people are buried, 
esp. when under the ground and marked by a 
stone 


SERIOUS /greiv/ adj [-er/-est only] urgent and very 
bad; serious © It was the gravest political crisis of his 
career. 
gravely /‘greiv-li/ adv © She is gravely ill. 
gravity /‘graev-at-i/ n [U] © | don’t think you un- 
derstand the gravity of the situation. © See also: 
GRAVITY 


gravel /‘grav-al/ n [U] very small, rounded 
stones, often mixed with sand © Gravel covers the 
driveway. 


gravelly /‘grav-a-li/ adj (of a voice) low and 
rough 


gravestone /'greiv-stoun/ n [C] a TOMBSTONE 


graveyard /'greiv-jard/ n [C] a place where 
dead people are buried 


gravitate /'grev-9 tet/ v [I always + adv/prep] 
to be attracted to or move toward something © 
People tend to gravitate to the beaches here. 


gravitation / grzv-a'ter-fan/ n [U] physics, 
earth science the natural attraction that any two 
masses have for each other; the force of GRAVITY 
gravitational /,grzev:a'ter-fan-*l/ adj physics 1 
involving GRAVITY 2 A gravitational field is the area 
around a large object, such as a planet, where 
gravity has an effect. 3 Gravitational force is the 
same as GRAVITY. 4 Gravitational potential energy 
is the energy that an object has because it is in a 
situation where gravity could affect it. 


gravity /‘grev-at-i/ n [U] physics the force that 
makes objects fall toward the earth, or toward 
some other large object such as a planet or a star 
© See also: GRAVITY at GRAVE SERIOUS 


gravy FOOD /'‘grer-vi/ n [U] a sauce made from 
meat juices, often mixed with flour 


EXTRA /'‘grei-vi/ n [U] infmi something extra that 
you welcome having and often did not expect to 
get © This business took care of all our expenses, and 
the revenue from other ads and subscriptions was 
gravy. 

gray, esp. Cdn, Br grey /grei/ adj, n[C/U] 1 (of) the 
color that is a mixture of black and white, the color 
of clouds when it rains © a gray coat Oo [U] She was 
dressed in gray. 2 Hair that has changed color to 
gray: He’s already beginning to turn gray. 3 \f the 
weather is gray, there are a lot of clouds in the sky. 
4 A gray area is an unclear situation, usually be- 


cause the rules that relate to it are not known: 
Criminal negligence is a gray area. 


graze HURT SLIGHTLY /greiz/ v[T] to touch and 
rub against something while passing it, causing 
slight damage © The bullet only grazed his leg. 
EAT /greiz/ v [I/T] (of animals) to eat grass, or to 


cause animals to feed on grass © [1] Cows grazed in 
the field. 


grease /gri:s/ n[U] 1 animal fat that is soft after 
melting © There’s always a lot of grease when you 
cook lamb. 2 Grease is also any thick, oily sub- 
stance: You ought to put some grease on that hinge. 
grease /gri:s, gri:z/ v [T] O Grease the pan. 
greasy /'gri:-si, -zi/ adj covered with or full of 
grease © These French fries are too greasy. 


greasepaint /‘gri:s-pemnt/ n [U] makeup as 
used by actors in the theater 


greasy spoon n [C] slang a small, cheap res- 
taurant, esp. one that sells a lot of fried food 


great LARGE /greit/ adj [-er/-est only] large or 
unusually large in amount or degree © the Great 
Lakes © He went on to great success as an actor. © 
There was a great deal of (= a lot of) excitement in 
the classroom before lunch. 
greatly /‘greit-li/ adv [not gradable] very much 
© Her piano-playing has improved greatly. 
IMPORTANT /greit/ adj [-er/-est only] important, 
powerful, or famous © a great president © a great 
athlete 
great /greit/ n[C] a famous person in a particular 
area of activity O This sports facility is named after 
the tennis great Arthur Ashe. 
greatness /'greit-nas/ n[U] © Her greatness as a 
writer is beyond question. 


GOOD /greit/ adj [-er/-est only] infmi very good or 
very effective; excellent © We had a great time. © 
She has a great voice. © This stuff is great for cleaning 
windows. 


great- FAMILIES /,greit/ prefix used with a word 
for a family member, such as GRANDMOTHER, to 
mean one GENERATION older than that family 
member © great-grandmother 


WORD FAMILY great 


Nouns great 
greatness 


Adjectives great 


Adverbs 


greatly 


Great Depression n [U] world history a pe- 
riod of decrease in wealth, industrial production, 
and employment from 1929 until the start of 
World War Il 


greater than, symbol > adv mathematics hav- 
ing a larger number or amount than © Compare 
LESS THAN 


greatest common factor, abbreviation 
GCF n [C] mathematics the largest number that 
can be used to divide two other numbers 


greed /gri:d/ n[U] a strong desire to continually 
get more of something, esp. money © He was mo- 
tivated by pure greed. 
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greedy /'gri:d-i/ adj © He was greedy for power. 


green COLOR /gri:n/ adj, n [C/U] (of) the color 
that is a mixture of blue and yellow; the color of 
grass © a green dress © [C] | don’t like that green. 
PLANTS /gri:n/ adj [-er/-est only] of or relating to 
grass, trees, and other plants © /’d like a green salad 
(= made with leafy vegetables). 
green /gri:n/ n [C] regional US 1 an area planted 
with grass, esp. for use by the public © The fair will 
be held on the green behind the library. 2 A green 
is also an area of smooth grass surrounding a hole 
on a golf course. 
greenery /‘gri:-na-ri/ n [U] green plants, or 
branches that have been cut off from plants, esp. 
when used as decoration 
greens /gri:nz/ pin the leaves of green vegeta- 
bles such as LETTUCE or SPINACH when eaten as 
food 

POLITICAL /gri:n/ adj [-er/-est only] relating to the 
protection of the environment © green politics 
NOT READY /gri:n/ adj [-er/-est only] not experi- 
enced or trained © / was pretty green when | joined 
this company. 


WORD FAMILY green 


Nouns green 
greenery 
greens 


Adjectives green 


IDIOMS with green 


ea green thumb the ability to make plants grow 
and be healthy © My sister has a green thumb, but 
I kill most plants that I buy. 

egreen with envy wishing very much that you 
had what someone else has 0 When I heard about 
his new job | was green with envy. 


greenback /'gri:n-bzek/ n [C] any piece of US 
paper money © He took out a thick wad of 
greenbacks. 


green bean, string bean n [C] a type of long, 
green, edible bean 


green card n [C] a document giving a person 
from a foreign country permission to live and work 
in the United States 


greenhorn /‘gri:n-ho:rn/ n[C] a person who is 
not experienced © I’m a greenhorn when it comes 
to skiing. 


greenhouse /'gri:n-haus/ n[C] a building with 
a roof and sides made of glass or other transparent 
material, used for growing plants that need 
warmth and protection 


greenhouse effect n [U] earth science the 
gradual warming of the earth because of heat 
trapped by CARBON DIOXIDE and other gases in 
the ATMOSPHERE 


green light n [C] 1 a traffic signal with the 
green part lit as a signal that it is safe to go © Wait 
for the green light before crossing the street. 0 Com- 
pare RED LIGHT 2 fig. A green light is also permis- 
sion to do something: The developers were given a 
green light to go forward with the project. 


green revolution n[U] world history a large 
increase in food production around the world be- 
cause of better farming TECHNOLOGY 


greet /gri:t/ v [T] to welcome someone with par- 
ticular words or a particular action, or to react to 
something in the stated way © The men greeted 
each other warmly. 0 The mayor was greeted with 
shouts of anger. 
greeting /‘gri:t-1p/ n[C] © Jennifer sends birthday 
greetings (= good wishes for your birthday). 


greeting card n [C] a card containing a mes- 
sage of good wishes, usually sent to someone to 
celebrate an event such as a birthday 


gregarious /gn'ger-i:-as, -'ger-/ adj liking to 
be with other people © Leo was an open, gregari- 
ous, kind individual, who loved people. 


gremlin /‘grem-lan/n[C] an imaginary creature 
that gets inside things, esp. machines, and causes 
problems 


grenade /gra'neid/ n[C] a small bomb thrown 
by hand or shot from a gun 


grew /gru:/ past simple of GROW 
grey /gre1/ adj esp. Cdn, Br GRAY 


greyhound /‘gret-haund/ n [C] a type of dog 
that has a thin body and long legs, and that can 
run very fast 


grid /grid/ n [C] 1 a pattern of horizontal and 
vertical lines that cross each other to make a set of 
squares 2 A grid is also a system of wires through 
which electricity is connected to different parts of 
a region: a power grid 


griddle /'grid-l/ n [C] a flat metal surface of a 
stove heated from below for cooking, or a flat 
metal pan © Pancakes were cooking on the griddle. 


gridiron /‘grid ,at-arn/ n [C] a football field 


gridlock /‘grd-lak/ n [U] a situation where 
streets that meet and cross become so blocked by 
cars that it is impossible for any traffic to move 


grief /gri:f/ n [U] very great sadness, esp. at the 
death of someone 0 It took her years to get over her 
grief at the death of her mother. © (fig.) | had no idea 
that forgetting my driver's license would cause me so 
much grief (= trouble). 


grievance /‘gri:-vans/ n [C] a complaint or a 
strong feeling that you have been treated unfairly 
O A special committee investigates prisoners’ 
grievances. 


grieve /gri:v/ v [I/T] to feel a great sadness, esp. 
when someone dies © [I] The entire community is 
grieving for the loss of the four children. 


grievous /'gri:-vas/ adj having very serious ef- 
fects or causing great pain © It was a grievous head 
wound, and he was not expected to survive. 
grievously /'gri:-va-sli/ adv 0 He was grievously 
injured. 


grill COOK /gril/ v [T] to cook something on a 
frame of metal bars, usually over a gas or coal fire 
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© We love to grill outside and eat on the back porch 
in the summer. 

grill /gri!/ n [C] a frame of metal bars on which 
food is cooked over a fire 


QUESTION /gril/ v[T] to ask someone a lot of ques- 
tions for a long time © After being grilled by the 
police for eight hours, Johnson signed a confession. 


grim NOT GOOD /grim/ adj [-er/-est only] -mm- 
not good; having no chance of a good result © The 
outlook for a full recovery was grim. 

SERIOUS /grim/ adj [-er/-est only] -mm- very seri- 
ous and sad © The future looks grim for workers who 
are losing their jobs. © He looked at us with a grim 
expression. 


grimace /'grim-as, gri'meis/ n [C] an expres- 
sion of pain or disgust in which the muscles of the 
face are tightened and the face looks twisted 
grimace /'grim-as, gr1'mets/ v [I] © He grimaced 
in pain as the surgeon removed his bandages. 


grime /graim/ n [U] a layer of dirt on skin or a 
building © The building is covered with grime. 
grimy /'‘grat-mi/ adj © a grimy face 


grin /grin/ n [C] a wide smile © He flashed a big 
grin and gave us a thumbs up. 
grin /grin/ v [I] -nn- © He grinned and waved to 
us. 


IDIOM with grin 


egrin and bear it to accept something bad with- 
out complaining © This cast will be on my arm for 
six weeks, so I'll just have to grin and bear it. 


grind CRUSH /graind/ v [T] past ground to crush 
a substance between hard, moving surfaces into 
small pieces or a powder © Every morning | go to 
the kitchen and grind some coffee. © Add a teaspoon 
of freshly ground black pepper. © Related noun: 
GROUNDS 

grinder /‘grain-dar/ n[C] a machine for crushing 
or cutting something into very small pieces © a 
meat grinder 

RUB /graind/ v [T] past ground 1 to rub an object 
against a hard surface in order to make it sharper, 
thinner, or smoother © Laborers grind and shape 
steel bars into decorative fences. 2 |f you grind two 
sets of objects, you press and rub them together 
in a way that makes an unpleasant noise: Ursula 
grinds her teeth at night. 


ACTIVITY /graind/ n[U] infm! difficult or unpleasant 
activity that is tiring or repeated too often © Karen 
came to the hotel for a rest from the daily grind. 
grind /gratnd/ v [I] infmlo The speeches ground on 
for hours. © They have been ground down by con- 
Stant stress. 
grinding /'grain-din/ adj Something that is 
grinding causes people or activities to lose energy 
and spirit: He was brought up in grinding poverty. 


IDIOM with grind 


e grind to a halt to stop or no longer work well © 
Traffic ground to a halt. 0 The country’s economy is 
slowly grinding to a halt. 


grindstone /'grain-stoun/ n a large, round 
stone that is turned by a machine and is used for 
making tools sharper 


gringo /'grin-gou/ n[C] pl gringos someone in 
a Latin American country who is not Latin Ameri- 
can, esp. someone who speaks only English © US- 
AGE: This word is usually considered offensive. 


grip /grip/ v[I/T] pres. part. gripping, past gripped 
T to hold something tightly, or stick to something 
© [T] The baby gripped my finger. © [|] Worn tires 
don’t grip very well on wet roads. 2 If an emotion 
grips you, you feel it strongly: [T] Brady was gripped 
by fear. 
grip /grip/ n [C usually sing] a way of holding 
something, or a tight hold © She has a strong/firm/ 
weak grip. © He lost his grip on Nancy’s arm. © (fig.) 
They were in the grip of a tropical storm (= suffering 
its effects). 


gripe /gratp/ n[C] infmia strong complaint o My 
biggest gripe about living here is the hot weather. 
gripe /grarp/ v [!] © People gripe about doing yard 
work. 


gripping /‘grip-1n/ adj interesting or exciting © 
a gripping story 

grisly /‘griz-li/ adj extremely unpleasant or dis- 
gusting, and usually causing fear © There were grisly 
pictures of an automobile accident on the evening 
news. 


gristle /‘gris-al/ n[U] a part of a pele of meat 
that is very hard to chew 


grit STONES /grit/n[U] very small pieces of stone 
or sand © | cleaned the grit off my bike. 
gritty /'grit-i/ adj © gritty dust 

BRAVERY /grit/ n[U] bravery and strength of char- 
acter © Emma _ is enthusiastic, all grit and 
determination. 
gritty /‘grit:i/ adj° a gritty, no-nonsense approach 

PRESS /grit/ v[T] -tt- to press your top and bottom 
teeth together © / grit my teeth because I'm trying 
not to moan. 


IDIOM with grit 


e grit your teeth to deal with a difficult or unpleas- 
ant situation in a determined way © | hate going to 
the gym, but | just grit my teeth and try to get 
through it. 


grits /grits/ pl na dried, crushed type of corn, 
usually boiled in water and eaten esp. for breakfast 


grizzly (bear) /‘griz-li (,ber, ,bzr)/ n[C] a 
large, gray-brown bear from North America 


groan /groun/ n[C] a low, sad sound that is con- 
tinued for a while and that is made by someone 
who is suffering from pain or unhappiness © Nick 
let out a groan. 
groan /groun/ v [1] © He would often groan in his 
sleep. © (fig.) The tires of the pickup truck groaned 
under the weight (= made sounds because of the 
pressure). 


grocer /‘grou-sar/ n [C] a person who owns or 
works in a store selling food 
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groceries /'grou-sa-ri:z/ pl n the food and other 
items that you buy in a food store or SUPERMARKET 
O My wife wrote a check to pay for groceries. 
grocery (store) /‘grou-sa-ri (,stoir, ,stour)/ n 
[C] a store where food and small items for the 
house are sold 


groggy /'grag:i/ adj weak and unable to think 
clearly or walk correctly, usually because of illness 
or being tired © The drug treated her sypmtoms but 
left her groggy. 


groin /grain/ n[C] the place at the front of your 
body where your legs meet © Jeff pulled a muscle 
in his groin. 


groom MAKE READY /gru:m, grom/ v [I/T] to 
make yourself ready to be seen; put in order © [T] 
The girls groomed their hair. © [|] He’s gone upstairs 
to finish grooming. © [T] They’re grooming the ski 
runs at Snow Basin (= preparing them for use). 

PREPARE /gru:m, grum/ v [T] to prepare someone 
for a special job or activity 0 The record company 
groomed performers to fit the music’s image. 


MAN /gru:m, grum/, bridegroom n[C] a man who 
is about to get married or just got married 0 The 
bride and groom were posing for pictures. 


CLEAN /gru:m, grum/ v [T] to clean an animal, of- 
ten by brushing its fur © I’ve groomed horses for 
years. 
groom /gru:m, grum/ n[C] a person whose job 
is to take care of and clean horses 


groove /gru:v/ n [C] a long, narrow, hollow 
space cut into a surface © The window slides along 
a groove in the frame. 


groovy /'gru:-vi/ adj dated, slang very fashionable 
and interesting © groovy music 


grope /group/ v [I/T] 1 to search for something 
you cannot see or find easily, esp. by feeling with 
your hands © [I] She stands on her toes and gropes 
around on the closet shelf. 2 infml Someone who 
gropes someone else touches that person’s body 
without permission. 


Gross EXTREME /grous/ adj [-er/-est only] (esp. of 
something bad or wrong) extreme or obvious © 
The birds die from hunger, thirst, and gross 
overcrowding. 
grossly /'grou-sli/ adj 9 Medical insurance can be 
grossly expensive. 


UNPLEASANT /grous/ adj [-er/-est only] infmi rude 
or offensive © She watches these really gross movies. 
© “Gross!” Pamela says as she wipes the goo off her 
fingers. 

TOTAL /grous/ adj [not gradable] (of earnings) to- 
tal, before tax is paid or costs are subtracted © In- 
vestors have earned gross income of $780 million. 
gross /grous, n[C usually sing] © On a gross of 
$28 million, the company netted $7 million. 
gross /grous/ v [T] © The film grossed over $200 
million. 

NUMBER /grous/ n [C] pi gross a group of 144 
items 


PHRASAL VERB with gross 


*gross someone out [M] infmi to make someone 
uncomfortable by saying or doing something very 


unpleasant © /t grosses people out when I show them 
my scar. 


gross domestic product, abbreviation GDP 
n [U] the total value of goods and services pro- 
duced by a country in one year 


grotesque /grou'tesk/ adj strange and often 
frightening in appearance or character © Some 
deep-sea creatures look really grotesque. 
grotesquely /grou'tes-kli/ adv © His face was 
grotesquely scarred. 


grotto /'grat-ou/ n [C] pi grottoes, grottos a 
small cave or an artificial structure that is like a 
cave, esp. one used for religious purposes 


grouch /gravt{/ n[C] a person who complains a 
lot even when there is little reason to complain 
grouchy /'grau-tfi/ adj © You’re awfully grouchy 
today. 


ground CRUSH /graund/ past simple and past 
participle of GRIND 


LAND /graund/ n [U] the surface of the earth or of 
a piece of land © We laid a blanket on the ground 
for our picnic. 
ground /graund/ v [T] to put or keep on the 
ground 0 All flights have been grounded because of 
the snowstorm. 
grounds /graunz/ p/n land that surrounds a 
building © We strolled around the hospital grounds. 
© See also: GROUNDS 


AREA OF KNOWLEDGE /graund/ n [U] an area of 
knowledge or experience; a subject © This teacher 
just keeps going over the same ground again and 
again. 

CAUSE /graund/ n[C usually pl] a reason, cause, or 
argument © [+ that clause] He refused to answer on 
the grounds that he’d promised to keep it secret. 
ground /graund/ v [T] © His beliefs are grounded 
in his experience. 
groundless /'graun-dlas/ adj © Your concerns are 
groundless. 


PUNISH /graund/ v[T] infm/ to punish an older child 
by not allowing the child to go out or be involved 
in social activities O My parents grounded me for a 
week. 


WIRE /graund/ n [C] 1 a connection between a 
piece of electrical equipment and the earth, or a 
wire that makes this connection 2 A ground is also 
an object that holds a very large number of ELEC- 
TRONs, and can accept or supply more when there 
is an electric current. 


WORD FAMILY ground 


Nouns ground 
underground 
grounds 


Adjectives groundless 
underground 


Adverbs 


underground 


Verbs ground 


IDIOM with ground 


ein on the ground floor involved in something 
from its beginning © Can someone tell me how you 
get in on the ground floor of a deal like that? 


groundbreaking = /'graund,brei-kin/ adj 
original and important; showing a new way of do- 
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ing or thinking about things © This groundbreaking 
work changed the way historians looked at slavery. 


ground floor, first floor n [U] the floor in a 
building that is nearest the level of the ground 


groundhog /‘graund ,ho:g, -,hag/, woodchuck 
n[C] a small North American mammal with short 
legs and rough, red-brown fur 


Groundhog Day » [U] in the US, February 
2nd, which according to an old story, is the day 
the groundhog wakes up after sleeping through 
the winter. If it sees its SHADOW on this day, there 
will be six more weeks of winter, and if it does not, 
spring will start early. 


ground rules /‘graund-ru:lz/ p/n the basic 
rules for doing something © We set very strict 
ground rules for the interviews. 


grounds /graunz/ pi n the small pieces of solid 
material that sink to the bottom of a liquid, esp. 
coffee © See also: GROUNDS at GROUND LAND 


ground state n [U] physics the lowest energy 
condition of an atom, NUCLEUS (= central part) of 
an atom, or MOLECULE 


groundwater /'graund,wo:t-ar, -,wat-ar/ n 
[U] water that collects below the surface of the 
earth 


groundwork /'graun-dwark/ n [U] work done 
in preparation for something that will happen later 
© The planning committee will lay the groundwork 
for the conference. 


group /gru:p/ n [C] 1 a number of people or 
things that are together or considered as a unit © 
a group of trees © I’m meeting a group of friends for 
dinner. 2 A group is also a number of people who 
play music together, especially popular music: a 
rock/soul group 3 chemistry A group is also any of 
the columns in the PERIODIC TABLE of chemical 
elements. 
group /gru:p/ v [T] © She grouped the children by 
height for the class photograph. 


groupie /‘gru:-pi/ n [C] infmi a person who ad- 
mires and tries to meet someone famous, esp. a 
popular musician © Groupies were hanging around 
the entrance while he was recording here. 


grouse COMPLAIN /graus/ v [I] infm/to complain 
© He’s always grousing about how hard he has to 
work. 

BIRD /graus/ n[C/U] p!/ grouse a small, fat bird that 
is hunted, or the flesh of this bird eaten as meat 


grove /grovuv/ n [C] a group of trees growing 
close together 


grovel /'grav-al, ‘grav-al/ v [I] to lie facing the 
ground, esp. in fear, or to behave toward someone 
in a way that shows that you are small and unim- 
portant and the other person is powerful 0 My dog 
grovels at my feet when she’s done something wrong. 
© I'll apologize, but | won't grovel just because | 
made a mistake. 


Grow INCREASE /grou/ v[I/T] past simp. grew, past 
part. grown to increase in size or amount, or to 
allow or encourage something to increase in size 
or to become more advanced or developed © [I] 
The population is growing rapidly. © [|] She’s grown 
a lot since we last saw her. © [T] He began to grow 
a beard. © [I] The economy is expected to grow by 
2% next year. 
growing /‘grou-in/ adj [not gradable] increasing 
in size or amount © There is a growing awareness 
of the seriousness of this disease. 


DEVELOP /grou/ v [I/T] past simp. grew, past part. 
grown to provide a plant with the conditions it 
needs to develop, or to develop from a seed or 
small plant © [I] This plant grows best in the shade. 
© [T] We're growing some herbs on the windowsill. 

grower /'‘grou-ar/ n [C] a person or company 
that cultivates a particular plant or crop in order 
to sell it © citrus growers 


BECOME /grou/ v past simp. grew, past part. grown 
to develop gradually, or to start to do something 
gradually © [L] / grew too old to be interested. © [+ 
to infinitive] She has grown to like him. 


WORD FAMILY grow 


Nouns grower Adjectives growing 


growth grown 

undergrowth overgrown 
Verbs grow 

outgrow 
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PHRASAL VERBS with grow 


egrow into something DEVELOP to become a 
more completely developed type of person or 
thing © We want these children to grow into respon- 
sible adults. © Founded by the Grand Trunk Pacific 
Railway, Kitimat grew into a sawmill town. 

egrow into something BEGIN TO FIT to become 
tall enough or big enough to wear or use some- 
thing © Never buy a bike that’s too big and expect 
your child to grow into it. 

¢grow on someone to become increasingly liked 
or enjoyed by someone © Living in a small town 
was tough at first, but the place grows on you. 
egrow out of something DEVELOP to develop 
from something that happened or existed before 
oO The new law grew out of people’s dissatisfaction 
with the election results. 

¢ grow out of something STOP LIKING to stop hav- 
ing an interest in something or stop doing some- 
thing as you become older © He wants to be a 
rapper, but | think he’ll grow out of it. 

¢ grow out of something STOP FITTING to become 
too tall or too big to wear or use something 0 Mom 
said she wasn’t going to buy me something | was 
going to grow out of next week. 

¢ grow up 1 to change from being a child to being 
an adult © She grew up on a Pennsylvania farm. 2 
If you say “grow up” to someone, you are telling 
the person to stop behaving like a child. 


growing pains EMOTIONS p/ n emotional 
difficulties or confusion experienced by a young 
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person during the time between being a child and 
an adult 


PROBLEMS p/ n temporary worries and problems 
experienced by an organization when it is new or 
becomes involved in a new activity 


growl /graul/ v [I] 1 to make a low, rough sound, 
usually in anger © The dog growled at her. 2 If your 
stomach growls, it is making a low, continuous 
noise because you are hungry. 
growl /graul/ n [C] © | heard a growl outside our 
tent, and prayed that whatever was out there would 
go away. 


grown /groun/ adj [not gradable] adult © a 
grown woman/man 


grown-up n [C] an adult © The grown-ups sat 
inside while the children played in the yard. 
grown-up adj [not gradable] © She has three 
grown-up sons. 


growth /groue/ n [C/U] 1 the process of devel- 
oping or of increasing in size O [U] Plant growth ts 
most noticeable in spring. © [U] His budget is de- 
signed to promote economic growth in this country. 
2 A growth is also tissue growing on the outside 
or inside of a person, animal, or plant which is 
caused by a disease. 


grub FOOD /grab/ n[U] slang food © The food was 
just good, greasy grub. 

ASK FOR /grab/ v [T] pres. part. grubbing, past 
grubbed slang to ask someone to give you some- 
thing © Can | grub a sandwich from you? 

INSECT /grab/ n [C] an insect in the stage when it 
has just come out of its egg 


grubby /'grab-i/ adj dirty or messy © grubby old 
clothes 


grudge /grad3/ n [C] a strong feeling of anger 
and dislike for a person who treated you badly o 
He wasn't one to hold a grudge, but he wasn't going 
to be friendly. 


grudging /‘grad3:1n/ adj done or offered un- 
willingly © Her hard work won the grudging respect 
of her boss. 
grudgingly /‘grad3-19:li/ adv © Grudgingly, Con- 
gress approved the funds. 


grueling /‘gru:-a-lin, ‘gru:-lin/ adj extremely 
tiring and difficult, and demanding great effort 
and determination © a grueling 50-mile run 


gruesome /'gru:-sam/ adj extremely unpleas- 
ant and shocking © The movie was pretty gruesome. 


gruff /graf/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 dealing with peo- 
ple in a way that lacks patience and seems un- 
friendly © He has that gruff exterior, but underneath 
he’s very kind. 2 |f a person’s voice is gruff, it sounds 
low and slightly damaged. 
gruffly /'graf-li/ adv o “You drive,” Casey gruffly 
told Jack. 


grumble /'gram-bal/ v [I] to complain in an an- 
noyed way © There’s no point in grumbling about 
the hotel — we’re only here for one night. 


grumpy /‘gram-pi/ adj infmi being in a slightly 
angry mood because you are annoyed at some- 
thing or are feeling tired © Dad is always grumpy 
on Monday mornings. 


grunge /grand3/ adj connected with a type of 
ROCK music, popular in the early 1990s, or with a 
style of clothing that gives the appearance of be- 
ing dirty and not cared for 


grungy /'gran-d3i/ adj slang (of a person) feeling 
dirty and that you need to wash, or (of a thing) 
dirty 0 After a 15-hour flight, | felt really grungy. 


grunt /grant/ v [I] to make a short, low noise, 
esp. in surprise, pain, or pleasure, or to show that 
you do not want to talk © / tried to start a conver- 
sation, but he just grunted and continued reading. 
grunt /grant/ n [C] © The weightlifter raised the 
bar over his head with a grunt. 


guacamole /,gwak-a'mou-li/ n [U] a thick mix- 
ture of AVOCADO (= an oily, green tropical fruit), 
TOMATO, onion, and spices, usually eaten cold 
with Mexican food and sometimes offered as a 
food before meals 


guarantee © / gzr-an'ti:, 'gzer-an,ti:/ n [C/ 
U] 1 a promise that something will be done or will 
happen, esp. a written promise by a company to 
repair or change a product that develops a fault 
within a particular period of time © [C] The vacuum 
cleaner comes with a two-year guarantee. 2 Guar- 
antee is also the state of being certain of a partic- 
ular result: [U] No matter how many stars you have 
in the show, there’s no guarantee (= it is not certain 
that) it will be a success. 
guarantee @ /,gzr-an'ti:, ‘gzer-an ti:/ v[T] 1 
The freezer is guaranteed for three years. 2 \f you 
guarantee something, you promise that a partic- 
‘ular thing will happen or exist: [+ (that) clause] | 
guarantee (you) that our team will play hard and 
have a shot at winning the championship. 3 If some- 
thing is guaranteed to happen or have a particular 
result, it is certain that it will happen or have that 
result: [+ to infinitive] Eating all that rich food is 
guaranteed to give you indigestion. 


guard /gard/ n[C] 1 a person or group of people 
whose job it is to protect a person, place, or thing 
from danger or attack, or to prevent a person such 
as a criminal from escaping © prison guards © 
Armed guards were posted at every exit. 2 In sports, 
a guard is a player who supports and defends 
other players of his or her team. 
guard /gard/ v [T] © Soldiers guarded (= pro- 
tected) the buildings against attack. 
guarded /'gard-ad/ adj careful in speech in order 
to avoid giving information © The president made 
a guarded, lawyerly response. 


IDIOM with guard 


eon (your) guard careful and aware because a sit- 
uation might be dangerous © Passengers on public 
transportation were warned to be on their guard 
against pickpockets. 


guardian /‘gard-i:-an/n[C] 1 a person who has 
the legal right and responsibility of taking care of 
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someone who is not responsible for his or her own 
care, such as a child whose parents have died 2A 
guardian is also someone who protects some- 
thing: She characterized the department as the 
guardian of the nation’s forests. 


guardian angel n[C]a spirit who is believed 
to protect and help a particular person 


guava /'gwav-a/ n [C] a round, yellow, tropical 
fruit with pink or white flesh and hard seeds 


gubernatorial /,gu:-bar-na'to:r-i:-al, -'tour-/ 
adj [not gradable] relating to a governor of a US 
state O a gubernatorial election 


guerrilla /ga'rl-a/ n [C] a member of an unof- 
ficial military group that is trying to change the 
government by making sudden, unexpected at- 
tacks on the official army forces © guerrilla warfare 


guess /ges/ v[I/T] 1 to give an answer to a ques- 
tion when you do not have all the facts and so 
cannot be certain if you are right © [I] / didn’t know 
the answer, so | had to guess. © [+ (that) clause] He 
guessed (that) she was about 50. 2 To guess can 
also mean to give the correct answer: [T] She 
guessed the right answer. 3 To guess also means to 
think or believe: [T] My plane leaves in an hour, so 
I guess I’d better be going. © [T] “Is he going to call 
you back?” “I guess so.” 
guess /ges/ n[C] 1 an attempt to give the right 
answer when you are not certain if you are right © 
Go on, take a guess. 2 Someone’s guess is also an 
opinion about something, formed without any 
knowledge of the situation: | don’t know why she’s 
late, but my guess is she got off at the wrong exit. 


WORD CHOICES guess 


Estimate can be used when someone guesses 
the cost, size, value, etc., of something, based 
on their knowledge. 
They estimate that the work will take at least 
ten weeks. 
Divine is a slightly formal word that means 
“guess.” 
Mom, as moms tend to do, had divined my 
state of mind rather shrewdly. 
Surmise or conjecture are formal words that 
mean “to guess, based on the appearance of a 
situation and not on facts.” 
From the expression on his face, she surmised 
that something bad had happened. 
It would be reasonable to conjecture that lack 
of exercise contributed to his obesity. 
If someone guesses possible answers to a ques- 
tion without having enough information to be 
certain, you could use the verb speculate. 
A spokesperson declined to speculate on the 
cause of the plane crash. 


IDIOMS with guess 


* your guess is as good as mine | have no way of 
knowing exactly what happened or what will hap- 
pen © “Do you think she’d go out with me if | asked 
her?” “Your guess is as good as mine.” 


«something is anyone’s guess, something is any- 
body’s guess it is not possible for anyone to really 
know something © He has a plan, but whether it will 
work or not is anyone's guess. 


guesstimate /‘ges-ta-mat/ n [C] a calculation 
of the size or amount of something when you do 
not know all the facts © Current guesstimates are 
that the company’s profits will increase by 10% this 
year. 


guesswork /‘ges-w3rk/ n [U] the process of 
making a guess when you do not know all the facts 
© She had to rely on pure guesswork in deciding how 
much food to order. 


guest /gest/ n[C] 1 a person who is staying with 
you in your home, or a person whom you have 
invited to a social occasion, such as a party or a 
meal © dinner/wedding guests 2 A person who is 
staying in a hotel is also called a guest. 3 If you are 
someone’s guest, that person is paying for you: 
Four senators and their families were flown to Mar- 
tinique as guests of the oil company. 


guff /gaf/ n [U] infm! (of speech or writing) non- 
sense © All that talk about an economic crisis is a lot 
of guff. 


guffaw /ga'f>:/ v [I] to laugh loudly but briefly 
© Kruger guffawed as though Ray had told him a 
really funny joke. 
guffaw /ga'fo:/ n[C] © a loud guffaw 


guide /gaid/ n [C] 1 a person whose job it is to 
show a place or a route to visitors © Our tour guide 
in Rome was a lovely young woman who spoke per- 
fect English. 2 A guide is also a book or piece of 
information that gives advice or help on how to 
do or understand something: a travel guide © a 
guide to the best restaurants © a tax guide 

guide /gaid/ v [T] 1 She guided me into her living 
room and offered me a seat on her couch. © If you 
want to learn how to use the computer, it has a pro- 
gram that will guide you through it (= show you how 
to use it). © We took a guided tour of (= A guide 
showed us) the historic houses in Newport. 2 To 
guide someone or something can also mean to 
control or influence that person or thing: Public 
policy must be guided by the best information 
available. 

guidance /'gaid-®ns/ n [U] help and advice 
about how to do something or about how to deal 
with problems © She never got any guidance when 
she needed it. © The school district needs another 
guidance counselor to work with students (= a per- 
son employed to give help and advice to 
students). 


guidebook /'gaid-buk/ n [C] a book that gives 
information for visitors about a place, such as a city 
or region of a country © We bought a guidebook for 
the New England area. 


guided missile  [C] an explosive weapon 
whose direction is controlled by radio signals dur- 
ing its flight 

guideline © /‘gaid-lain/ n[C] a piece of infor- 
mation that suggests how something should be 
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done © The article gives guidelines on how to invest 
your money safely. 


guild /gild/ n[C] an organization of people who 
do the same job or have the same interests © the 
Screen Actors Guild 


guile /gail/ n (U] fmi the practice of deceiving 
people or using other dishonest methods to 
achieve your aims, or the ability to deceive people 
for this purpose © He is a simple, honest man, totally 
lacking in guile. 
guileless /‘gatl-las/ adj honest and direct © He 
was completely guileless and trusting. 


guillotine /‘gil-9,ti:n; ‘gi:-a,ti:in/ n [C] a de- 
vice, invented in France, consisting of a sharp 
blade in a tall frame that was used for killing a 
person by cutting off his or her head 

guillotine /‘gil-9,ti:n; ‘gi:-a,tizn/ v [T] © During 
the French Revolution, thousands of people were 
guillotined. 


guilt /gilt/ n[U] 1 the fact or state of having done 
something wrong or committed a crime © /n the 
US, people accused of a crime are presumed to be 
innocent until their guilt is proven. 2 Guilt is also a 
feeling of anxiety or unhappiness that you have 
done something immoral or wrong, such as caus- 
ing harm to another person: She was tormented by 
feelings of guilt after putting her mother in a nursing 
home. 
guilty /'gil-ti/ adj 1 He pleaded guilty (= He for- 
mally admitted his guilt in court). 2 If you feel 
guilty, you feel that you have done something 
wrong: ! feel so guilty about forgetting your birthday. 
3 Someone who has a guilty conscience is un- 
happy because of something wrong that the per- 
son feels he or she has done. 


WORD FAMILY guilt 


Nouns guilt Adverbs guiltily 


Adjectives guilty 


guilt trip n [C] infm/a strong feeling of having 
done something wrong in a particular situation © 
Hector is going through a major guilt trip over losing 
his job. 

guinea pig /‘gin:i: pig/ n [C] 1 a small, furry 
animal with rounded ears, short legs, and no tail, 
often kept as a pet and for use in scientific exper- 
iments 2 fig. A guinea pig is also a person used in 
a test, esp. one to discover how effective a new 
drug or process is: Her own son accused her of hav- 
ing used him as a guinea pig to test her theories 
about the education of children. 


guise /gaiz/ 7 (U] the appearance of someone or 
something, esp. when intended to deceive © The 
men who arrived in the guise of criminals were ac- 
tually undercover police officers. 


guitar /ga'tar, gi-, esp. Southern 'gi-tar/ n{C/U] a 
musical instrument with usually six strings and a 
flat back that is held on the knee or by a strap worn 
over the shoulder and played by moving the fin- 
gers or a small piece of plastic across the strings, 


or this instrument generally © [C] an acoustic/elec- 
tric guitar 

guitarist /ga'tar-ast, gI-, esp. Southern ‘gr ,tar- 
ast/ n[C] a person who plays the guitar 


gulch /galtf/ n [C] a narrow valley or channel 
with steep sides, made by a fast-flowing stream 


gulf AREA /galf/ n [C] an area of sea surrounded 
on three sides by land © the Gulf of Mexico/the Gulf 
Coast © the Gulf Stream 


GULF 


DIFFERENCE /galf/ n [C] an important difference 
between two things or groups of people © There is 
a widening gulf between the rich and the poor. 


gull /gal/, sea gull n [C] a large bird that is black 
or gray and white and that lives near the sea 


gullible /'gal-a-bal/ adj easily deceived or 
tricked, and too willing to believe everything that 
other people say © a gullible young man 


gully /'gAl-i/ n [C] a channel cut by running wa- 
ter, which ts usually dry except after heavy rain 


gulp /galp/ v [I/T] 1 to eat or drink food or liquid 
quickly by swallowing it in large amounts © [T] Ray 
gulped the last of his coffee and pushed back his 
chair. 2 to make a swallowing movement because 
of fear, surprise, or excitement © [I] “/ find this a 
very confusing conversation to have,” he exclaimed, 
gulping. 

gulp /galp/ n [C] © He swallowed his drink in one 
gulp. 

PHRASAL VERB with gulp 


egulp down something [M] to eat or drink some- 
thing quickly © He hardly has time to gulp down a 
piece of pizza. 


gum MOUTH /gam/ n[C usually pl] either of the 
two areas of firm, pink flesh inside the mouth that 
covers the bones to which the teeth are attached 


STICKY SUBSTANCE /gam/ rn [U] 1 a sticky sub- 
stance obtained from the stems of some trees and 
plants that is used in industry and for sticking 
things together 2 Gum is also CHEWING GUM: 
Most teachers dont allow their students to chew gum 
in class. 
gum /gam/ v -mm- 


PHRASAL VERB with gum 


egum up something [M] to cause something to 
slow down or stop working © The volcanic ash can 
gum up a car’s air filter. © Requiring every bill to have 
a hearing would gum up the works (= cause a pro- 
cess to stop working). 
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gumbo /'gam-bou/ n [C/U] p! gumbos a thick 
soup made with OKRA (= a green vegetable) and 
meat or fish 


gumdrop /'gam-drap/ n [C] a chewy candy 
that comes in many different colors and is usually 
fruit-flavored 


gumption /'gam- fan/ n[U] the strong will and 
determination to do something © She had the 
gumption to write directly to the company president. 


gun WEAPON /gan/ n [C] a weapon from which 
bullets or SHELLS (= explosive containers) are fired 
through a metal tube 
gunner /'gan-ar/ n [C] a soldier or sailor in the 
armed forces who helps to operate a large gun 
OPERATE ENGINE /gan/ v [T] -nn- to make an en- 
gine operate at high speed © Tom gunned the en- 
gine and sped off into the night. 


PHRASAL VERBS with gun 


¢gun down someone [M] to shoot and kill or badly 
injure someone 

egun for something TRY TO WIN to make a great 
effort to win or obtain something © Irwin is gunning 
for his third straight championship. 

egun for someone TRY TO HARM 1 to make a 
great effort to defeat or hurt someone O We know 
all the other teams are gunning for us. 2 If someone 
is gunning for someone else, that person can also 
be trying to shoot or attack the other one. 


gunfire /‘gan-fair/ n [U] the shooting of one or 
more guns, or the sound this makes O We could 
hear gunfire but couldn't tell where it was coming 
from. 


gung-ho /gag'hou/ adj infm! extremely enthu- 
siastic © | have a grandson who is gung-ho for 
football. 


gunk /gagk/ n [U] any thick, sticky, unpleasant 
substance © There was a lot of gunk on my bike 
chain. 


gunman /'gan-man/ n [C] pi -men a criminal 
who uses a gun © The gunman ordered the couple 
to toss their cash onto the floor. 


gunnysack /‘gan-i: saek/ n [C] a large bag 
made of rough cloth © She put the sticks in a gun- 
nysack that she dragged along behind her. 


gunpoint IDIOM at gunpoint while threaten- 
ing to use a gun © He was robbed at gunpoint in his 
shop three years ago. 


gunpowder /'gan ,paud-ar/ n [U] a substance 
in powder form that is used in making explosive 
devices 


gunshot SHOOTING /'gan- fat/ n[C] the shoot- 
ing of a gun, or the sound this makes © / hear gun- 
shots in the forest sometimes. 

BULLETS /‘gan:fat/ n [U] the bullets shot from a 
gun © He suffered a gunshot wound in the thigh. 


gurgle /'g3r-gal/ v [I] to make a bubbling sound 
like water flowing over an uneven surface 0 A 
stream gurgled over the rocks. 


gurgle /'g3r-gal/ n [C] © | said something that 
sounded like a gurgle. 


gurney /'g3r-ni/ n[C] a flat table, or a light frame 
covered with cloth, which has wheels and is used 
for moving people who are ill or injured © A nurse 
wheeled the gurney away. 


guru /‘gur-u:, ‘gu:-ru:/ n[C] an expert in a par- 
ticular subject who gives advice © I’ve become the 
computer guru in our department. 


gush FLOW /gaj/ v [I] to flow or pour out sud- 
denly in large amounts © Water gushed out of the 
broken pipe. 
gush /gaf/ n[U] © There was a gush of water from 
the hose. 


EXPRESS /gaj/ v to express admiration, praise, or 

pleasure, in such a strong and enthusiastic way 
that it does not seem sincere © “This is the best 
party I’ve ever had,” Taylor gushed. © [I] Mom 
gushed over the baby. 


gust /gast/ n [C] a sudden, strong wind that 
blows for a very short time © A sudden gust lifted 
his trailer and tossed it on its side. 
gust /gast/ v [I] © Winds are gusting up to 55 miles 
per hour. 
gusty /‘gas-ti/ adj O gusty winds 


gusto /'gas-tou/ n [U] eager enjoyment experi- 
enced when doing something © We ate and drank 
with gusto. 


gut STOMACH /gat/ n [C/U] 1 the bowels or the 
stomach 0 [U] / had a feeling of sickness deep in the 
gut. 2 Your gut is also the front part of your body 
near the waist: [C usually sing] He’d added a few 
extra pounds to his gut. 3 The guts of a machine 
are its inner, necessary parts: [pl] The front panel 
was attached to the guts of the unit by three color- 
coded wires. 


FEELING /gat/ adj [not gradable] coming from or 
having to do with your emotions, not from 
thought © My gut reaction is we'd better not get 
involved. 


DESTROY /gat/ v [T] -tt- to destroy or remove the 
inside parts of a building © The warehouse was gut- 
ted — only the charred walls remained. 


guts /gats/ p/n infmi bravery and determination © 
[+ to infinitive] | don’t think I’d have the guts to say 
that to his face. 
gutsy /'gat-si/ adj infml © Suing your employer is a 
gutsy move. 


gutter CHANNEL /'gat-ar/ n[C] a channel at the 
lower edge of a roof for carrying away rain, or a 
side of a road that is lower than the center of the 
road, where water and garbage collects © Every fall 
we have to clean leaves out of the gutters. 

BAD MORALITY /‘gat-ar/ n[U] 1 a condition of very 
low moral standards 0 The campaign went right into 
the gutter once the candidates started debating. 2 
Gutter talk is offensive language. 


gut-wrenching adj emotionally painful © The 
movie ends with a gut-wrenching scene where the 
friends part forever. 
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guy /gai/ n [C] infmi 1 a man © Who's that guy? © 
Three guys and three girls left the room. 2 Some- 
times guys means people, both men and women: 
Are you guys coming to lunch? 


guzzle /'gaz-al/ v [T] infmi to drink or eat some- 
thing eagerly or in large amounts © He sat in the 
shade, guzzling cold soda. 


ym BUILDING /d3im/ n [C] short form of GYM- 
NASIUM © | work out at the gym every day. 
SCHOOL ACTIVITY /d3im/ n [U] PHYSICAL EDUCA- 
TION © We have gym after recess. 


gymnasium /d3im'ner-zi:-am/, short form gym 
dzim/ n [C] a building or room designed and 
equipped for various sports, physical training, and 
exercise 


gymnast /‘dzim-nest, -nast/ n [C] a person 
who is skilled at performing controlled physical ex- 
ercises, often on special equipment, sometimes in 
sports competitions 


gymnastics /d3im 'nes-tiks/ n [U] physical ex- 
ercises that increase the body’s strength, balance, 
and ability to move gracefully, often using special 


equipment, or the competitive sport of perform- 
ing such exercises 


gynecology /,ga1-na'kal-a-d3i/ n [U] the area 
of medicine that deals with women’s physical 
health and a woman’s ability to reproduce 
gynecological /,gar-na-ka'lad3-1-kal/ adj [not 
gradable] © a gynecological examination 
gynecologist /,gat-na'kal-a-dgast/ n [C] a doc- 
tor who specializes in gynecology 


gyP /d3ip/ v [T] -pp- infm! to cheat someone © ! 
think the taxpayers are getting gypped. 


Gypsy /'d3ip-si/ n [C] a member of a group of 
people who travel from place to place esp. in Eu- 
rope and who originally came from northern India, 
or anyone who travels often and does not live in 
one place for long 


gyrate /'dzar-reit/ v [I] to swing repeatedly 
around a fixed point © She recites a poem while a 
dancer gyrates next to her. 
gyration /dgat'rer-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] The audi- 
ence cheered at the gymnast’s gyrations (= twisting 
movements). 
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H LETTER, h /eitf/ n [C] pi H’s, Hs, h’s, hs the 
eighth letter of the English alphabet 


HUMAN /eit{/ n(C] biology abbreviation for HOMO 


ha, hah /ha/ exclamation used to express surprise, 
interest, or victory © Ha! So you see | was right after 
all! 


habeas corpus /‘hei-bi:-as'ko:r-pas/ n[U] so- 
cial studies a legal action demanding that a pris- 
oner be brought before a judge to make sure that 
he or she is not being held illegally 


habit /‘hzb-et/ n [C/U] a particular act or way of 
acting that you tend to do regularly © [U] Judy is 
in the habit of sleeping late on Sundays. © [U] | have 
the habit of checking my e-mail as soon as | log on 
to my computer. © [C] Eating between meals is a bad 
habit. 


WORD FAMILY habit 


Nouns habit Adverbs habitually 


Adjectives habitual 


habitable /'hzb-et-s-bal/ adj suitable to be 
lived in © The houses have been vacant and need 
repairs to make them habitable. 


habitat /‘hzb-9,tzt/ n [C] the natural sur- 
roundings in which an animal or plant usually lives 


habitation / hzb-9'ter:fan/ n[U] fm/the act of 
living in a place © Wilderness areas are not intended 
for human habitation. 


habitual /hoa'bitf-o-wal/ adj [not gradable] 
usual or repeated © Longer prison sentences will help 
keep habitual criminals off the streets. 
habitually /ha'bitf-a-wa-li/ adv [not gradable] 
© She was habitually late. 


hack CUT /hek/ v[I/T] to cut something or some- 
one with rough or uneven movements © [T] We 
hacked a path through the underbrush. © [I] He 
hacked away at the logs, splitting enough wood for 
a fire. 

PERSON /heek/ n[C] 1 a person who willingly works 
or acts mostly for money or other rewards without 
worrying about independence, beliefs, or reputa- 
tion © a political/party hack 2 A hack is also a writer 
who produces a lot of work for money without 
caring very much about its quality. 


COMPUTING /hek/ v [I] to access someone else’s 
computer system without permission in order to 
obtain or change information © Someone managed 
to hack into the company database. 


IDIOM with hack 


ecan’t hack it infmi to be no longer able to deal 
with a difficult situation © / guess I’m burned out, 
and | just can’t hack it anymore. 


hacker /‘hek-ar/ n [C] a person who is skilled in 
the use of computer systems, often one who ille- 
gally obtains access to private computer systems 
© Hackers are a major defense department concern. 


hackneyed /‘hek-ni:d/ adj used or said so of- 
ten that it seems ordinary, meaningless, or not sin- 
cere O a hackneyed plot 


hacksaw /‘hak:ss:/ n [C] a small SAW (= a cut- 
ting tool with sharp points along a flat blade) used 
for cutting metal 


had /hzd, hod, ed, d/ past simple and past par- 
ticiple of HAVE © We had a dog when | was grow- 
ing up. 

IDIOMS with had 


esomeone had better do something someone 
should do something © You’d better get moving if 
you want to catch your train. 

e someone was had, someone has been had some- 
one was tricked or made to look foolish © /f you 
paid more than $20 for that picture, you were had. 
© | think I’ve been had. 


haddock /‘hed-ak/ n [C/U] an edible sea fish 


hadn't /'hzd-@nt/ contraction of had not © | 
hadn't seen Patty since we were in high school. 


hadron /,hzd-ran/ n [C] physics a very small 
piece of matter that is affected by the STRONG 
FORCE, such as a BARYON or a MESON. 


hag /heg/ n [C] an ugly old woman, esp. an un- 
pleasant or cruel one 


haggard /'heg:erd/ adj (of a person) having 
dark areas around the eyes and lines on the face, 
esp. from being tired or from suffering © His face 
was haggard, and his eyes were bloodshot. 


haggle /‘heg:al/ v [I] to argue, esp. about the 
price of something © He hated to haggle over prices. 


ha ha /ha'ha, 'ha'ha/ exclamation used in writing 
to represent laughter 


hail ice /heil/ n (U] 1 small, hard balls of ice that 
fall from the sky like rain 2 A hail of things is a lot 
of them directed toward someone: After his speech 
he faced a hail of questions from reporters. 
hail /heil/ v [I] © It hailed for a few minutes this 
morning. 

CALL /heil/ v [T] to call and attract the attention of 
someone © You wait here with our bags while | hail 
a taxi. 

PRAISE /heil/ v [T] to publicly praise or show ap- 
proval for a person or an achievement © Heppner 
has been hailed as one of the finest tenors in the 
operatic world today. 


PHRASAL VERB with hail 


ehail from somewhere to live somewhere or to 
have come from there originally © Both John and 
Leeza hail from South Carolina. 


hailstorm /‘heil-sto:rm/ n[C] a storm that pro- 
duces HAIL (= balls of ice that fall like rain) 


hair /her, hzr/ n the mass of thin structures. on 
the head of a person, or any of these structures 
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that grow out of the skin of a person or animal © 
[U] blond/curly/wavy hair © [C] | already have a few 
gray hairs. © [U] | have to get my hair cut this week. 
hairy /‘her-i, 'heer-i/ adj having a lot of hair, esp. 
on parts of the body other than the head © hairy 
arms 


WORD FAMILY hair 


Nouns hair Adjectives hairy 
hairbrush /‘her-braj, 'hzer-/ n[C] a brush used 
for making the hair on your head neat 


haircut /‘her-kat, 'haer-/ n[C] an occasion when 
you have your hair cut, or the style in which it is 
cut 


hairdo /‘her-du:, 'hzr-/ n [C] p! hairdos a 
HAIRSTYLE 


hairdresser /‘her'dres-ar, 'haer-/ n[C] a person 
whose job is cutting hair, esp. women’s hair 


hair dryer n[C] an electrical device that blows 
hot air for drying a person’s hair 


hairline HEAD /‘her-lain, 'hzer-/ n [C] the edge 
of a person’s hair where it joins the top of the face 

NARROW /‘her-lain, 'hzer-/ adj [not gradable] (of 
cracks or lines) very narrow © a hairline fracture of 
a bone in the hand 


hairpiece /‘her-pi:s, 'haer-/ n [C] an artificial 
covering of hair used to hide an area of the head 
where hair no longer grows 


hair-raising adj frightening or shocking o She 
told us a hair-raising story about suddenly meeting 
a bear on her camping trip. 


hair spray n [C/U] a substance that is sprayed 
onto the hair to hold it in position 


hairstyle /‘her-statl, 'hzer-/, hairdo n [C] the 
style in which a person’s hair is arranged 


hairy /‘her-i, 'heer-i/ adj infm! difficult, dangerous, 
or frightening © The roads were really icy, and it was 
definitely a hairy situation even going slow. 


halal /he'lel/ adj [not gradable] (of food or 
places where food is kept) prepared or kept in con- 
ditions that follow the rules of Islamic law © halal 
meat © a halal dining hall 


half /hzf/ pronoun, n [C/U] pi halves 1 either of 
the two equal or nearly equal parts that together 
make up a whole © [U] Half of 12 is 6. © [U] Half 
(of) the students are Spanish. © [U] Cut the apple in 
half (= into two equal parts). © [C] The recipe calls 
for a pound and a half of potatoes. 2 In sports, a 
half is one of two equal periods of play, often with 
a short pause for rest between them. 
half /heef/ adj, adv [not gradable] 1 Each talk 
should last about a half hour/half an hour (= 30 min- 
utes). O We need half a dozen (= six) eggs. 2 Half 
also means partly or not completely: She was still 
sleepy and only half aware of what was happening. 
O | half expected (= almost expected) to see her at 
the party. 


IDIOM with half 


ehalf the battle a large part of the effort or work 
that is needed © With so many search engines on 
the Web, deciding which one is best is half the battle. 


halfback /‘hzf-bzk/ n [C] (in football) a player 
who plays in the middle of the field, and (in SOC- 
CER and FIELD HOCKEY) a player who plays near 
the forward line 


half-baked adj not planned or considered 
carefully enough © a half-baked scheme 


half brother n [(C] a brother who has one of 
the same parents as you do, but whose other par- 
ent is different from yours 


half-dollar n [C] a coin worth 50 cents 


half-hearted adj showing a lack of enthusiasm 
© He made a half-hearted attempt to keep up with 
us, but soon fell back. 


half-life /‘hzf-laif/ n [C usually sing] physics, 
earth science the amount of time needed for the 
RADIOACTIVITY (= harmful form of energy) of a 
RADIOACTIVE substance to be reduced by half 


half-mast n [U] the position half the way down 
a pole to which a flag is moved to show respect 
for someone who has died © The flags were at half- 
mast all week. 


half moon, first quarter, last quarter n [C] a 
PHASE (= regular change in shape) of the moon in 
which half its surface can be seen from the earth 
>» Picture: moon 


half note n [C) music a note that is typically 
equal to two times the length of a QUARTER NOTE 
» Picture: notation 


half sister n [C] a sister who has one of the 
same parents as you do, but whose other parent 
is different from yours 


half step n [C] music the smallest difference in 
sound between two notes that are next to each 
other in a musical SCALE (= series of notes) 


halftime /‘hef-taim/ n [U] a short rest period 
between the two parts of a sports game 


half-truth n [C] a statement that is intended to 
deceive someone by telling only part of the truth 


halfway /‘heef'we1/ adj, adv [not gradable] (be- 
ing) at a place that is the same distance from two 
other places, or in the middle of something © We’re 
almost halfway there. © At the halfway point of the 
race, he began to pull away. © We’re about halfway 
through the renovation. 


halibut /‘hel-s-bat, ‘hal-/ n [C] a large, flat, ed- 
ible sea fish 


hall PASSAGE /ho:l/, hallway /'ho:l-wer/ n [C] a 
Passage in a building, or the area just inside the 


main entrance of a building © Her office is just down 
the hall. 


BUILDING /ho:I/ n [C] 1 a building or large room 
used for events involving a lot of people © a con- 
cert/lecture hall 2 A hall can also be a building at a 
college or university. 
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hallelujah /jhzl-a'lu:-je/ exclamation an ex- 
pression of great happiness, praise, or thanks © 
The worshipers raised their arms and shouted 
“Hallelujah!” 


hallmark /‘ho:!-mark/ n[C] a typical character- 
istic or feature of a person or thing © An indepen- 
dent press is one of the hallmarks of a free society. 


hall of fame n[C] a building where people can 
learn about a particular activity and the famous 
people who have been involved in it © the Baseball 
Hall of Fame 


hallowed /‘hzl-oud/ adj fm! holy or highly re- 
spected O hallowed traditions 


Halloween, Hallowe'en /,hzl-a'wi:n, ,hal-/ n 
[U] the evening of October 31, when children 
wear special clothes and often MASKS to hide their 
faces and go from house to house asking for candy 


hallucinate /ha'lu:-sa ,neit/ v [I] to see or hear 
something that does not exist © Police said the sus- 
pect was yelling incoherent statements as if he was 
hallucinating. 
hallucination /ha,lu:-sa'ner:fan/ n [C/U] © [C] 
His fever was so high he was having hallucinations. 


hallucinogen /ha'lu:-sa-na-d3en/ n[C] a drug 
that causes people to HALLUCINATE (= see or hear 
things that do not exist) 
hallucinogenic /ha,lu:-sa-na'dgen:-1k/ adj 


hallway /‘ho:|-wei/ n [C] a HALL PASSAGE 


halo /‘her-lou/ n[C] p/halos, haloes a ring of light 
around or above the head of a holy person in a 
religious drawing or painting 


halogen /‘hel-a-d3an/ n[C] chemistry any of a 
group of five chemical elements that combine 
with HYDROGEN to make substances from which 
SALTS (= substances made with an acid) can be 
made 


halt /ho:lt/ v [I/T] to stop something, or to bring 
something to a stop © [I] “Halt!” ordered the guard. 
© [T] Congress voted additional funds in an effort to 
halt the spread of the disease. © [T] Nationwide, mail 
delivery was halted by the Strike. 
halt /ho:lt/ n [U] © All work had come to a halt and 
everyone was standing silently at their desks. 
halting /‘ho:l-tig/ adj (esp. of speech or move- 
ment) slow, stopping and starting repeatedly, as if 
lacking confidence © His mind is clear, but his 
speech is slow and halting. 


halve /hev/ v [T] to divide something into two 
equal parts, or to reduce something to half of its 
original size, number, or degree O The doctor de- 
cided to halve the dose of the drug. 


halves /hzvz/ p/ of HALF © Cut the chicken breasts 
into halves. 

ham MEAT /hem/ n [C/U] meat from a pig’s leg 
or shoulder © [C] a boiled ham © [U] ham and eggs 

ACTOR /hzm/ n[C] an actor who tends to perform 
with too much obvious expression 
ham /heem/ v -mm- 

RADIO /hzm/ n[C] a person who operates a radio 
station as a hobby © a ham radio operator 


hand 


IDIOM with ham 


eham it up to show expressions or emotions more 
obviously than is realistic © Here’s a picture of Philip 
hamming it up for grandma when he was three. 


hamburger /‘hem ,b3r-gar/ n [C/U] very small 
pieces of BEEF (= meat from cattle), or this meat 
pressed into a round, flat shape, cooked, and usu- 
ally eaten as a sandwich in a small, round ROLL (= 
piece of bread) © [U] a pound of hamburger (meat) 
© [C] I'll take a hamburger and French fries, please. 


hamlet /‘hzm-lat/ n [C] a small village 


hammer /‘hzem:ar/ n [C] a tool with a heavy 
metal top attached to a straight handle, used for 
hitting an object such as a nail into a substance 
that holds it firmly in place 
hammer /‘hem-ar/ v [I/T] 1 to hit something 
repeatedly with, or as if with, a hammer © [T] / 
hammered the nail into the wall. 2 To hammer is 
also to repeat again and again esp. to persuade 
other people about something: [I always + adv/ 
prep] Martin Luther King, jr, hammered at the 
theme that the civil rights movement must avoid vi- 
olence. © [| always + adv/prep] His attorneys ham- 
mered away at the idea that the police department 
was incompetent. 


PHRASAL VERB with hammer 


ehammer out something [M] to arrive at an agree- 
ment or solution after a lot of argument or discus- 
sion © Eventually, a deal was hammered out between 
the government and the opposition to hold new 
elections. 


hammock /'hem-ek/ n [C] a net or strong 
piece of cloth, wide enough for a person to lie on, 
hanging between two poles or trees to which it is 
attached 


hamper MAKE DIFFICULT /‘hem-por/ v [T] to 
make an action intended to achieve something 
more difficult © High winds hampered efforts to put 
out the fire. 

CONTAINER /'hzem:-par/ n[C] a large container, of- 
ten a BASKET (= container made of strips of wood), 
with a lid © a laundry/picnic hamper 


hamster /'hzem:star/ n [C] a small, furry animal 
with a short tail, often kept as a pet 


hamstring PREVENT /‘hem:strin/ v [T] past 
hamstrung to prevent an activity, or to block the 
effectiveness of someone or something © The com- 
pany is hamstrung by its traditional but inefficient 
ways of doing business. 

MUSCLE /‘hzem:strin/ n[C] a muscle at the back of 
the upper part of the leg © / played the whole game 
with a pulled hamstring (= injured muscle in the 
leg). 

hand BODY PART /hznd/ n [C] the part of the 
body at the end of the arm that includes the fin- 
gers and is used for holding, moving, touching, 
and feeling things © Keep both hands on the steer- 
ing wheel. © When eating, most Americans hold the 
fork in their right hand. © He took my hand (= held 
it with his hand) as we walked along. 
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hand /heend/ v [T] to put something from your 
hand into someone else’s hand © Would you please 
hand me a pencil? 

CLOCK /hznd/ n [C] one of the two long narrow 
parts on a clock or watch that move to show the 
time © the hour/minute hand 

CARDS /hzend/ n [C] the set of cards that a player 
is given in a game © a winning/losing hand 

HELP /hzend/ n [C usually sing] help with doing 
something © Can! give you a hand with those bags? 

WORKER /hzend/ n [C] a person who does physical 
work, esp. as one of a team or group © a farm hand 

CLAPPING /hzend/ n [C usually sing] a period of 
clapping to show enjoyment of a performance © 
Let’s give this band a big hand. 


WORD FAMILY hand 


Adjectives underhand 
handy 


Nouns hand 


handful 
hand 


Verbs 


IDIOMS with hand 


eat hand happening or present at this time © The 
space shuttle crew must stay completely focused on 
the task at hand. 

eat the hands of someone because of someone 
else’s actions © The old tennis player suffered an em- 
barrassing defeat at the hands of Roger Federer. 
eby hand 1 by a person, not a machine © All of 
our rugs are made by hand in Pakistan. 2 Some- 
thing that is delivered by hand is delivered by a 
person and given directly to the person it is ad- 
dressed to: Please deliver the message by hand. 
¢give someone a hand, lend (someone) a hand to 
give someone help © Could you give me a hand with 
these suitcases? © Marcia has taught her children to 
lend a hand when it comes to cleaning up after 
meals. 

ehand in hand holding each other's hand © | saw 
Pat and Chris walking hand in hand the other day. 
ehands down definitely © If we had a race, he'd 
win hands down. © USAGE: Used to talk about 
someone or something that is definitely the best 
or most important. 

ehands off (something) infmi do not touch some- 
thing © Hey! Hands off my camera! 

ein good hands, in safe hands managed or cared 
for with great attention © You'll be in good hands 
with her — she’s a terrific lawyer. 

ein hand controlled by someone in a position of 
authority © Don’t worry — the police have the situ- 
ation in hand. 

ein the hands of someone, in someone's hands 
controlled or owned by someone © A /arge per- 
centage of the nation’s wealth is in the hands of a 
very, very few people. © Florida passed into American 
hands in 1821. 

eon hand ready and available © He always kept a 
supply of firewood on hand for cold nights. 


PHRASAL VERBS with hand 


e hand back something [M] to return something to 
the person who owns it after the person has given 


it to you © You'll have to hand these books back at 
the end of the school year. 

ehand down something GIVE [M] to give some- 
thing to a younger member of your family when 
you no longer need it, or to arrange for someone 
younger to get it after you have died © My grana- 
mother handed down this necklace to my mother. 
ehand down something DECIDE law to make a le- 
gal decision known to the public by making an 
official statement © The appeals court handed down 
its decision yesterday. 

ehand in something [M] to give something to an 
authority or responsible person © She handed her 
term paper in late. 

ehand out something [M] to give something to 
each of a number of people © Would you please 
hand out the balloons to the children? o Related 
noun: HANDOUT SOMETHING FREE; HANDOUT 
DOCUMENT 

ehand over something/someone [M] to give some- 
thing to someone, esp. after being asked or told 
to do this © Tighter sanctions will be sought unless 
the suspects are handed over by the end of February. 
© Related noun: HANDOVER 


handbag /‘hend-beg/ n [C] a bag, often with 
a handle or a strap going over the shoulder, used 
esp. by women for carrying money, keys, and 
small personal items such as makeup; PURSE 


handbook /'hznd-buk/ n [C] a book that con- 
tains advice about how to do something or infor- 
mation about esp. an organization © The student 
handbook describes all the campus activities. 


hand-crafted adj HANDMADE 


handcuffs /‘hand-kafs/, short form cuffs p/n two 
metal rings, joined by a short chain, that are locked 
around a prisoner’s wrists to prevent free move- 
ment O She was taken away in handcuffs. 
handcuff /'heend-kaf/, short form cuff v [T] 0 On 
the plane, he was handcuffed to an FBI agent. 


handful very FEW /'hend-ful/ n [C usually 
sing] a very few, esp. when compared to a larger 
group © A handful of professional athletes make mil- 
lions, but most do not do so well. 


SMALL AMOUNT /'‘heend-ful/ n [C] an amount of 
something that can be held in one hand © He 
scooped up a handful of soil and examined it 
carefully. 

PROBLEM /'hzend-ful/ n [C usually sing] infm/a per- 
son or thing that is difficult to control or manage 


© Sam was an easygoing baby, but Rory is a real 
handful. 


handgun /'hend-gan/ n[C] a small gun that is 
held in one hand when fired 


handheld, hand-held /‘hznd'held/ adj small 
enough to hold in your hand © a handheld 
computer 


handicap PHYSICAL CONDITION /‘hzen-di: 
ikeep/ n [C] a physical or mental condition that 
makes ordinary activities more difficult than they 
are for other people © His loss of hearing was a 
severe handicap. 
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handicapped /'heen-di: ,keept/ adj 0 a handi- 
capped person © Buildings have to provide access for 
the handicapped. © USAGE: This word is considered 
offensive by some people, who prefer the words 
“challenged” or “impaired.” 

DIFFICULTY /‘heen-di: ,keep/ n [C] something that 
causes unusual difficulties © Their lack of knowledge 
of computer programming was not much of a hand- 
icap for them. 
handicap /‘heen-di: ,keep/ v [T] -pp- © Rescue ef- 
forts have been handicapped by bad weather. 

DISADVANTAGE /‘hzen-di: ,kzep/ n [C] (in a sports 
competition) a disadvantage given to a strong 
competitor in order to give weaker competitors a 
better chance of winning © a golf handicap 


handiwork /‘hen-di: ,wark/ n[U] 1 work done 
skillfully with the hands © He built his own telescope, 
and he was proud of his handiwork. 2 Handiwork is 
also the effects of any action: The damage to the 
house is the handiwork of termites. 


handkerchief /hen-kar-tfaf, -tfif, -tfi:f/n 
[C] a square piece of cloth used for blowing the 
nose or for cleaning the face or eyes 


handle TOUCH /‘hen-d®l/ v[T] to lift something 
and touch, hold, or move it with your hands © 
Please handle the old photographs carefully. 
handle /'hen-d®l/ n [C] a part of an object de- 
signed for holding, moving, or carrying the object 
© the handle of a shovel 0 | can’t pick the pot up - 
the handle’s too hot. 

DEAL WITH /‘hen-d®l/ v [T] to deal with, have re- 
sponsibility for, or be in charge of something © 
Who handles the marketing in your company? © 
Some managers have no idea how to handle people. 
handler /'heen-dlar, 'heen-d®l-ar/ n[C] a person 
who trains and takes care of animals, esp. as a job 
© a dog handler 


| WORD FAMILY handle | 


Nouns handle Verbs handle 


handler 


handlebars /‘hen-d4l,barz/ p/n the bar along 
the front of a bicycle or MOTORCYCLE that a rider 
holds in order to balance and turn 


handmade /‘hend'meid/, hand-crafted /'haend 
\kraef-tad/ adj made by a person using just hands 
or tools, not by a machine © handmade jewelry 


hand-me-down /‘hend-mi:,daun/ n [C] a 
piece of clothing given to a younger family mem- 
ber or friend because the person who owns it no 
longer wants it or it no longer fits © Claudia had 
three older sisters, so she wore a lot of hand-me- 
downs. 


handout SOMETHING FREE /‘hzn-daut/ n [C] 
something such as food, clothing, or money that 
is given free to someone who needs it © govern- 
ment handouts © Related verb: HAND OUT 

DOCUMENT /‘hen-davut/ n [C] a document given 
to each person who is present, usually to give in- 


formation about a particular subject © Her handout 
included a list of the books she referred to. © Related 
verb: HAND OUT 


handover /‘hen ,dou-var/ n [C] the official act 
of giving something to someone after planning to 
do this © After the election, there was a peaceful 
handover of power to the new government. © Re- 
lated verb: HAND OVER 


handpicked /‘heend 'prkt/ adj carefully chosen 
for a special job or purpose © He was the mayor’s 
hand-picked choice to lead the investigation. 


handshake /‘hend- fetk/ [C] a greeting or ex- 
pression of agreement in which two people who 
are facing each other take hold of each other’s 
right hands and move them up and down 


handsome ATTRACTIVE /‘hzn-sam/ adj (esp. 
of aman) physically attractive O He was handsome, 
brilliant, witty, and generally the center of attention 
wherever he was. 


GENEROUS /'hzen-sam/ adj (esp. of money) large 
in amount © a handsome salary 


hands-on INVOLVED adj actively involved with 
other people in making decisions and doing work 
© She’s a hands-on manager. 


DOING adj obtained by doing something, not by 
reading about it or by watching it done © hands- 
on experience/training/education 


handstand /‘hend:stznd/ n [C] an action in 
which you put your hands on the ground and push 
your legs up so that they point straight up 


handwriting /‘hen ,drait-1n/ n [U] a person’s 
style of writing done with a pen or pencil © His 
handwriting is so sloppy it’s hard to read. 
handwritten /‘hzen ,drit-®n/ adj [not gradable] 
written by someone using a pen or pencil © a 
handwritten thank-you note 


handy USEFUL /‘hen-di/ adj useful or conve- 
nient © We found it handy to have a cellular phone. 
©o When I’m cooking something new, | like to keep 
the cookbook handy (= in a convenient place). 


SKILLFUL /‘'haen-di/ adj skillful with the hands or 
with using tools, esp. in making or repairing things 
© Eduardo is handy with power tools. 


handyman /‘heen-di: ,meen/ n [C] pi -men a 
man who works at many small jobs in and around 
a building, esp. repairing things 


hang ATTACH AT TOP /heen/ v [I/T] past hung to 
attach or support something at the top, leaving 
the other part parts free, or to be held in this way 
© [I] There was no wind, and the flag hung straight 
down. © [T] | plan to hang this picture in the hall. 

KILL /heen/ v [I/T] past hanged, hung to kill some- 
one by fixing a rope around the neck and tying it 
to something above the person and then causing 
the body to drop down suddenly © [T] He was sen- 
tenced to die and was hanged the next morning. 
hanging /‘heen:1n/ n [C/U] © [C] He was present 
at the hangings of dozens of outlaws in the 1860s. 

STAY /hzen/ v [I] past hung to stay in the air 0 Smoke 
from the campfires hung in the air. 
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TURN /heen/ v [T] past hung infm/ to turn to the left 
or right © Hang a left/right at the next corner. 
WORD FAMILY hang 
Nouns overhang Adjectives hanging 


Verbs hang 
overhang 


hanger 
hanging 


IDIOMS with hang 


ehang your head to be ashamed or unhappy © We 
played a great game — we have no reason to hang 
our heads. 

ehang in there do not give up © Hang in there - 
exams are almost over. 

«something hangs in the balance the result of a 
situation has not yet been decided yet 0 The game 
hung in the balance until the last seconds. 
«something hangs over your head something 
makes you unable to relax or enjoy yourself © I’ve 
got those darn credit card bills hanging over my 
head. 


PHRASAL VERBS with hang 


ehang around (somewhere) to wait at a place, or 
to stay near a place or person, often for no partic- 
ular reason O We were just hanging around the mall. 
O She hangs around with some tough kids. 

ehang back to wait before doing something, esp. 
when others have already begun © Most of them 
went up to their hotel rooms, but | hung back. 
ehang on HOLD to hold or continue holding onto 
something © He was driving so fast | had to hang 
on tight whenever he turned. 

ehang on WAIT infmi to wait © Hang on — I'll be 
with you in a minute! 

e hang On something LISTEN to listen very carefully 
to someone’s speech © She hung on every word he 
said. 

ehang onto something to keep something, often 
when you must make an effort to do this © Our 
team was just trying to hang onto the lead. 

ehang out infmi to spend a lot of time in a place 
or with someone © Who is he hanging out with these 
days? © Related noun: HANGOUT 

ehang something up CLOTHING [M] to place 
something, esp. clothing, on a hook or HANGER © 
Hang your coat up and come on in. © See also: 
HANG-UP 

ehang up TELEPHONE to end a telephone con- 
versation by ending the connection © Don’t hang 
up — there’s something else | want to say. O She hung 
up on me (= suddenly ended the connection be- 
tween us) in the middle of a sentence. © See also: 
HANG-UP 


hangar /‘hep:ar/ n [C] a large building in an 
airport in which aircraft are kept 


hanger /‘hzn:ar/ n [C] a frame of wire, wood, 
or plastic on which clothes are hung to keep them 
neat when you are not wearing them 


hanger-on /‘heen-a,roin, -,ran/ n [C] pi hang- 
ers-on a person who tries to be friendly and spend 
time with rich or important people to get some 
advantage © Wherever there are rock stars, there are 
always hangers-on. 


hang glider n [C] an aircraft consisting of a 
light frame over which cloth or similar material is 
stretched, so that a person can jump off from a 
high place and ride the air currents 


hangout /'hzn-avt/ n [C] infm! a place where 
someone or a particular group spends a lot of time 
O a Student hangout © Related verb: HANG OUT 


hangover /'hzn,ou-var/ n [C] a feeling of ill- 
ness you get the day after drinking too much 
alcohol 


hang-up /‘hep:ap/ n[C] infmi 1 a problem that 
causes a delay © The doctor never got back to me 
with the test results — | guess there was some hang- 
up over the weekend. 2 A hang-up is also a feeling 
of anxiety: Everyone has their hang-up. © See also: 
HANG UP CLOTHING; HANG UP TELEPHONE 


hanker /‘hep:kar/ v [!] to have a strong desire 
for something © I’ve been hankering for a hot dog. 
O [+ to infinitive] | always hankered to go to 
Nashville. 
hankering /‘hzen-ka-rin/ n[C] © She’s got a han- 
kering to write plays. 


hanky, hankie /‘hzn:ki/ n [C] a small, often dec- 
orative HANDKERCHIEF (= square piece of cloth) 


hanky-panky /,hepqki'‘paen-ki/ n [U] infm! dis- 
honest or immoral behavior © financial hanky- 
panky 


Hanukkah /‘han-a-ka, 'xan-/, Chanukah n [U] 
a Jewish holiday celebrated for eight days in 
December 


haphazard /hep 'hez-ard/ adj lacking order or 
purpose; not planned © Haphazard record-keeping 
made it difficult for the agency to keep track of its 
clients. 


hapless /‘hzp-las/ adj unlucky © hapless victims 
of the earthquake 


happen HAVE EXISTENCE /‘hep-an/ v [I] 1 (of 
a situation or event) to come into existence; OC- 
CUR 0 If you want to know what is happening in the 
world, you have to read the newspapers. © No one 
knows exactly what happened, but several people 
have been hurt. 2 If a situation or event happens 
to someone or something, it has an effect on that 
person or thing: What happened to Phil? | thought 
he would be here by now. 
happening /‘hep-a-nin/ n [C usually pl] © Earl 
had been alerted to the happenings of the day 
before. 
happening /'hep-a-nin/ adj [not gradable] 
slang (of a place or event) newly exciting or fash- 
ionable © a happening neighborhood 


CHANCE /‘hzep-an/ v [I] to do or be by chance © [+ 
to infinitive] | happened to come across this book | 
think you would like. © [+ to infinitive] | happen to 
think he’s right (=| do, although others may not). 


PHRASAL VERB with happen 


e happen on/upon something/someone to meet or 
find someone or something when you were not 
looking for that person or thing © | happened on 
the perfect dress for the party. 
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happy PLEASED /‘hep.-i/ adj 1 feeling, showing, 
or causing pleasure or satisfaction © To tell the 
truth, I’ve never been happier in my whole life. © Peo- 
ple want movies to have happy endings. © [+ (that) 
clause] /’m happy (that) everything is working out 
for you. © I’ve been very happy with (= satisfied with) 
the education that my boys have gotten through 
scouting. 2 Happy is used as a polite way to express 
your willingness to do something: [+ to infinitive] 
I’m driving that way and I'd be happy to drop you 
off at your home. © [+ to infinitive] /t was no trouble 
at all — | was happy to be of help. 3 Happy is also 
used in greetings for special occasions, expressing 
good wishes: Happy birthday! 0 Happy New Year 
happily /‘hep-a-li/ adv 0 happily married 
happiness /‘hep-i:-nas/ n (U] © Our children 
have brought us so much happiness. 


A person who seems happy may be described 
as cheerful. 

She’s always very cheerful. 
If someone is happy at a particular time, you 
can describe them as being in a good mood. 

You‘re in a good mood this morning! 
Someone who is happy because of something 
may be described as pleased or glad, and 
someone who is extremely happy because of 
something may be described as delighted. 

He was pleased that she had come back. 

| was so glad to see her. 

They are delighted with their new car. 


Someone who is extremely happy and excited 
may be described as ecstatic or elated. 
The new president was greeted by an ecstatic 
crowd. 
We were elated at the news. 


The expression on cloud nine can be used in- 
formally to say that someone is extremely 


happy because something good has 
happened. 
! was on cloud nine after being offered the 
job. 


Someone who seems to be happy most of the 
time can be described as contented. 
She’s a very contented little baby. 


LUCKY /'heep:i/ adj lucky © By a happy coincidence, 
we found ourselves on the same flight. O USAGE: said 
about a condition or situation 


WORD FAMILY happy 
Nouns 


Adverbs happily 


unhappily 


happiness 
unhappiness 


Adjectives happy 
unhappy 


IDIOM with happy 


enot a happy camper infm/ very annoyed or upset 
0 The dog is sick, Jessie sprained her ankle, and the 
car won’t start — | am not a happy camper! 


happy-go-lucky adj not easily made worried 
or anxious 


hard 


happy hour n [C] a period of time during 
which a restaurant or bar sells drinks at a reduced 
price 


happy medium n [U] a way of acting or 
thinking that avoids being extreme and that Is ac- 
ceptable to everyone © Somewhere in the debate 
over immigration, there has to be a happy medium. 


harangue /ha'reen/ v [T] to speak to someone 
or a group of people, often for a long time, in a 
forceful and sometimes angry way, esp. to per- 
suade them or to express disapproval © He ha- 
rangued the class for half an hour about not paying 
attention. 

harangue /ha'rzen/ n [C] © The coach delivered 
his regular half-time harangue to the team. 


harass /ho'res, 'hzr-as/ v[T] to annoy or trou- 
ble someone repeatedly © He claimed that the po- 
lice continued to harass foreign journalists. © She felt 
she was being harassed by the coach’s constant 
demands. 
harassment /ho'rzs-mant, ‘hzr-a-smant/ n 
[U] © Complaints of sexual harassment (= offensive 
sexual suggestions or actions) in the workplace 
have increased in recent years. 


harbor WATER, Can, 8 harbour /‘har-bar/ n[C] 
a protected area of water next to the land where 
ships and boats can be safely kept 

HAVE IN MIND, Cdn, 8 harbour /‘har-bar/ v [T] to 
have in mind a thought or feeling, usually over a 
long period © He harbored the suspicion that some- 
one in the agency was spying for the enemy. 

HIDE, Cdn, 8r harbour /‘har-bar/ v [T] to protect 
someone by providing a place to hide © They were 
accused of harboring a fugitive. ° 


hard SOLID /hard/ adj [-er/-est only] firm and 
solid, or not easy to bend, cut, or break © It hadn't 
rained in a long time, and the ground was hard. © 
He chewed on something hard and was afraid he’d 
broken a tooth. 
harden /‘hard-®n/ v[I/T] to become firm or solid, 
or to cause something to become firm or solid © 
[1] In a few hours the cement will harden. 
hardness /‘hard-nas/ n (U] 


WORD CHOICES hard 


You can use stiff when something is hard so 
that it does not bend very easily. 
stiff cardboard 


lf something is so hard that it cannot be bent 
at all, you could use the adjective rigid. 

a rigid steel and concrete structure 
Solid can be used when something is hard and 
keeps its shape. 

a solid object 
If something is not soft, you could describe it 
as firm. 

a firm mattress 
Food that is hard in a pleasant way can be de- 
scribed as crisp. 

crisp crackers 

a crisp apple 
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hard-and-fast 


DIFFICULT /hard/ adj [-er/-est only] difficult to un- 
derstand or do © hard questions to answer © [+ to 
infinitive] /t’s hard to say which of them is lying. © 
It’s hard being a working mother. © [+ to infinitive] 
Her handwriting is hard to read. © She always does 
things the hard way (= makes things more difficult 
to do). © | find her books hard going (= difficult and 
tiring). 

USING EFFORT /hard/ adj [-er/-est only] needing or 
using a lot of physical or mental effort © Qualifying 
as a surgeon is hard work. © We had fun cycling, but 
it was hard to go up the hills. 
hard /hard/ adv [-er/-est only] 1 You have to push 
the door hard to open it. 2 If something is hard- 
earned or hard-won, it was achieved only after a 
lot of effort 0 hard-earned money/knowledge/fame 
O hard-won freedoms/battles 


SEVERE /hard/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 not pleasant or 
gentle; severe © She’s had a hard life. © His boss is 
giving him a hard time (= is being unpleasant to 
him). © Don’t be too hard on her — she’s just learning 
the job. 2 Someone who is hard on a piece of cloth- 
ing tends to damage it quickly: /’m very hard on 
shoes. 3 If water is hard, it contains MINERALS (= 
chemical substances) that prevent soap from pro- 
ducing bubbles and cleaning easily. 
hard /hard/ adv [-er/-est only] © They took the de- 
feat hard. © It’s raining hard. © She stepped on my 
toe really hard. 
harden /‘hard-?n/ v [I/T] to make or become 
stronger or more severe © [I] As the war progressed, 
attitudes on both sides hardened. 
hardened /‘hard-®nd/ adj © The judge called him 
a hardened criminal (= one who will not stop his 
criminal activity). 

DRUG /hard/ adj [-er/-est only] (of a drug) danger- 
ous and ADDICTIVE (= giving you the habit of tak- 
ing it), or (of a drink) containing a large amount 
of alcohol 

BASED ON FACTS /hard/ adj [-er/-est only] able to 
be proven 0 hard evidence 


WORD FAMILY hard 


hardship 
hardness 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


Nouns harden 


hard 
hardly 


Adjectives hard 
hardened 


IDIOMS with hard 


ehard feelings anger 0 !'m sorry it didn’t work out, 
but no hard feelings. © We may disagree, but let’s 
not have any hard feelings. © USAGE: Used only in 
questions and negative sentences. 

ehard to swallow, hard to take difficult to believe 
or accept O He said the news that the farm was being 
sold was hard to swallow at first. 


hard-and-fast adj not to be changed 0 a 
hard-and-fast rule 


hardback /‘hard-bzk/ n [C] a HARDCOVER 


hard-boiled £GG adj (of an egg) boiled in its 
shell until both the white and yellow parts are solid 
oO Compare SOFT-BOILED 
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PERSON adj appearing not to have emotions or 
weaknesses © a hard-boiled detective 


hard copy n [U] information from a computer 
that has been printed on paper 


hard-core adj unlikely to change, or difficult to 
change © hard-core poverty © a_ hard-core 
conservative 


hardcover /‘hard,kav-ar/, hardback n [C] a 
book that has stiff covers © This book was originally 
published in hardcover. © a hardcover book 0 Com- 
pare PAPERBACK 


hard disk, hard drive n [C] a disk with a mag- 
netic covering on which a large amount of infor- 
mation can be stored and used by a computer 


hard hat n[C] a hat made of a strong material 
which is worn to protect the head esp. of someone 
who builds buildings 


hardheaded /‘hard'hed-ad/ adj HARD-NOSED 


hard-hearted adj not kind or sympathetic to- 
ward other people 0 Compare SOFTHEARTED 


hardiness /‘hard-i:-nas/ n [U] © See at HARDY 


hard labor, can, 8 hard labour n [U] a punish- 
ment for criminals that involves tiring physical 
work 


hard-line adj unwilling to change an opinion or 
position © a hard-line opponent of reform 
hard line n[U) © The president has taken a hard 
line on the budget. 
hard-liner n[C] © The Senator is a hard-liner on 
law and order. 


hardly ONLY JUST /‘hard-li/ adv [not gradable] 
only just or almost not © Hardly a day passes that 
| don’t think about it. © You’ve hardly eaten any- 
thing. © Something is wrong with the phone — | can 
hardly hear you. © | can hardly wait for your visit. © 
We hardly ever see them anymore. 


CERTAINLY NOT /‘hard-li/ adv [not gradable] cer- 
tainly not © It’s hardly surprising that he was angry. 


hard-nosed, hardheaded adj practical and de- 
termined © He has a reputation as a hard-nosed 
negotiator. 


hard of hearing adj unable to hear well 


hard-pressed, hard-put adj experiencing a lot 
of difficulty © Most people would be hard-pressed to 
name all their elected officials. 


hard rock n [U] a type of ROCK music (= pop- 
ular music) with a strong beat in which drums and 
electric guitars are played very loudly 


hard sell n [U] 1 something that is difficult to 
get people to do or try © A job in teaching can be 
a hard sell to young people who want to earn money. 
2 The hard sell is a way of trying to get someone 
to buy or do something by being very forceful: 
When | told him | didn’t think the car was right for 
me, he tried the hard sell on me. 


hardship /‘hard- fip/ n [C/U] a condition of life 
that causes difficulty or suffering © [U] The 1930s 
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were a time of high unemployment and economic 
hardship. 


hardware TOOLS /‘har-dwer, -dwer/ n [U] 
metal objects, materials, and equipment, such as 
tools © a hardware store 


COMPUTER /‘har-dwer, -dweer/ n [U] the physical 
and electronic parts of a computer, rather than the 
instructions it follows © Compare SOFTWARE 


hardwood /‘har-dwud/ n[U] the strong, heavy 
wood of particular trees such as OAK, used esp. to 
make furniture 


hardworking /‘hard 'war-kin/ adj always put- 
ting a lot of effort and care into your work © a 
hardworking employee 


hardy /‘hard-i/ adj 1 able to bear difficult or ex- 
treme conditions; strong and healthy © a hardy 
group of campers 2 A hardy plant can live through 
the winter without protection from the weather. 
hardiness /‘hard-i:-nas/ n [U] 


hare /her, hzer/ n [C] a small, furry animal with 
long ears that is like a large rabbit and can run fast 


harebrained /‘her-breind, ‘hzer-/ adj (of plans 
or people) foolish; not practical © a harebrained 
scheme 


harem /‘hzr-am, ‘her-/ n [C] esp. in the past, 
the women in a Muslim home, including the wives 
and other family members, servants, and female 
partners of a man, or the part of a house in which 
these women live 


hark /hark/, hearken /‘har-kan/ v [I] to listen 
closely or give attention to something © Hark, | 
hear music. 


IDIOM with hark 


ehark back to remember or to cause someone to 
remember something from the past © The direc- 
tor’s latest film harks back to the era of silent movies. 


harm /harm/ n [U] physical or other injury or 
damage © Missing a meal once in a while won't do 
you any harm. © Fortunately, she didn't come to any 
harm when the car skidded. © Maybe Jim can help 
you — there's no harm in asking (= no one will be 
annoyed and you might benefit). 
harm /harm/ v[T] © The tornado blew out the win- 
dows of a nearby school, but none of the children 
were harmed. 
harmful /‘harm-fal/ adj © This group of chemicals 
is known to be harmful to the environment. 
harmless /‘harm-las/ adj not able or likely to 
cause harm © Some think television hurts children 
and others regard it as harmless entertainment. 


WORD FAMILY harm 


Nouns Verbs harm 


Adverbs harmlessly 


harm 


Adjectives harmful 
harmless 


harmonica /har'man-1-k9/ n[C/U] a small, rec- 
tangular musical instrument with spaces along 
one side that are blown into to play notes, or this 
type of instrument generally 


harsh 


harmony MUSIC /‘har-ma-ni/ n [C/U] music 
notes that are played or sung with the main tune 
and that make the piece more complicated and 
interesting 
harmonize /'har-ma ,naiz/ v [I/T] to add a har- 
mony © [I] | can sing a tune, but | find it hard to 
harmonize. 

AGREEMENT /‘har-ma-ni/ n [U] 1 agreement of 
ideas, feelings, or actions, or a pleasing combina- 
tion of different parts © He imagined a society in 
which all races lived together in harmony. 2 art Har- 
mony is the combination of separate but related 
parts in a way that uses their similarities to bring 
unity to a painting, drawing, or other art object. 
harmonious /har'mou-ni-as/ adj © a harmoni- 
ous blend of colors 
harmonize /‘har-ma ,naiz/ v {I/T] © [T] We need 
to harmonize the different approaches into a unified 
plan. 


harness /‘har-nas/ n [C] a piece of equipment, 
including straps for fastening it, used to control an 
animal such as a horse or attach it to a load to be 
pulled, or a set of straps used to hold a person in 
place © a horse's harness © a parachute harness 
harness /‘har-nas/ v [T] © He harnessed the baby 
into her car seat. 0 The dam harnesses water power 
(= controls and uses it) to generate electricity. 


harp INSTRUMENT /harp/ n[C/U] a usually large, 
triangle-shaped musical instrument with strings 
stretched across it that you PLUCK (= pull with the 
fingers) to play notes, or this type of instrument 
generally 

REPEAT /harp/ v [I always + adv/prep] to repeat or 
esp. complain about something many times in an 
annoying way © I’m tired of these people who keep 
harping on what is wrong with the country. 


harpoon /har'pu:n/ n[C] along, sharp weapon 

that is fixed to a rope and shot from a gun or 
thrown, used for hunting WHALES and other sea 
animals 


harpsichord /‘harp-si,ko:rd/ n [C/U] a large 
musical instrument, similar to a piano and used 
esp. in the 17th and 18th centuries, with a row of 
keys that are pressed with the fingers to play notes, 
or this type of instrument generally 


harried /‘her-i:d/ adj anxious or worried be- 
cause you have too many things to do © I’ve been 
feeling very harried at work. 


harrowing /‘her-a-win/ adj extremely upset- 
ting because connected with suffering © His book 
tells the harrowing story of how they climbed Mt. 
Everest. 


harsh UNKIND /har{/ adj [-er/-est only] unkind or 
cruel © harsh criticism 
harshly /‘harJ-li/ adv © Violators are being dealt 
with harshly. 
harshness /‘harJ-nas/ n [U] 

SEVERE /har{/ adj [-er/-est only] severe and unpleas- 
ant © a harsh winter © harsh lighting 
harshness /'harf-nas/ n [U] © We weren’t aware 
of the harshness of our condition. 
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harshly /‘harJ-li/ adv © harshly lit images 


harvest /‘har-vast/ n [C/U] the activity or time 
of gathering a crop, or a crop that is gathered © 
[U] We picked the corn that had been missed during 
harvest. © [C] He had a large garden and loved to 
share his harvest with others. 
harvest /'har-vast/ v [I/T] © [T] They couldn't get 
anyone to harvest their crop. 


has /hez, haz, az/ v HAVE, used with he/she/it © 
USAGE: When used in the phrase “has to” it is often 
pronounced /hes/. 


has-been /‘hzz-bin/ n [C] a person who was 
famous, important, admired, or good at some- 
thing in the past, but is no longer any of these © 
She’s a has-been TV star. 


hash /heJ/ n[U] a mixture of meat and potatoes 
cut into small pieces and baked or fried © hash and 


eggs 
PHRASAL VERB with hash 


ehash out something [M] infmito talk about some- 
thing with someone else in order to reach agree- 
ment about it O You two hash out the details of the 
presentation. 


hash browns p!/ n small pieces of potato 
pressed flat and fried 


hasn’‘t /'hzz-ant/ contraction of has not © He 
hasn’t visited in years. 


hassle /‘hes-al/ n [C] infmia situation that causes 
difficulty or trouble, or an argument © Bad weather 
was the major hassle during our trip. O | got into a 
hassle with my father about being late. 
hassle /‘hes-al/ v[T] infmlo The kids keep hassling 
me about going to Disney World. 


haste /herst/ n [U] great speed © In spite of all 
their haste, they didn’t have time to finish. © Officials 
acted in haste (= too quickly), without understand- 
ing the situation. 
hasten /'het-san/ v to hurry, or to make some- 
thing go or happen faster © [+ fo infinitive] They 
didn’t get what they were after — thanks to you, | 
hasten to add. © [T] To hasten softening, place the 
cream cheese in the oven for a few minutes. 
hasty /'her-sti/ adj 0 Don’t make a hasty decision. 
hastily /'her-sta-li/ adv © hastily constructed 
houses 


hat /het/ n[C] a piece of clothing for the head o 
a straw/fur hat 0 a cowboy hat 


hatch BREAK EGG /heet{/ v[I/T] to break an egg 
so a baby animal can come out © [I] The birds 
hatched out the next afternoon. 

PLAN /hetf/ v [T] to create or decide on a plan, 
esp. a secret plan O They hatched a plan for a sur- 
prise birthday party. 

OPENING /het{/ n[C] an opening through a floor 
or wall, or the cover for an opening, esp. on a ship 
© a cargo hatch 


hatchback /‘hetJ-baek/ n [C] a wide door in 
the back of a car that you open by lifting it up, or 
a car that has such a door 


hatchet /'hetJ-at/ n[C] a tool with a blade that 
cuts which is attached to a short handle; a small AX 


hatchet man n[C] p/-men infm! someone who 
is employed to do unpleasant jobs, for example to 
reduce the number of employees or attack com- 
petitors unfairly 


hate /heit/ v [I/T] to strongly dislike someone or 
something © [T] Kelly hates her teacher. 0 [T] | have 
always hated speaking in public. © [+ to infinitive] / 
hate to say it, but | don’t think Leo is the right man 
for the job. 
hate /hert/ n[U] © Hate and bigotry can only make 
our lives more difficult. 
hateful /‘hert-fal/ adj filled with or causing strong 
dislike © She said some hateful things about me. 


< i a i | a | 
Detest and loathe are strong words that can 
be used instead of “hate.” 

| detest any kind of cruelty. 

“Do you like cabbage?” “No, | loathe it.” 


Despise is used when you hate someone and 
have no respect for them. 


She despised him for the way he treated her. 
A phrase which means the same as “hate” is 
can’t stand. 

I can’t stand the sight of blood. 
Abhor or deplore are formal words that mean 
the same as “hate” when someone hates a way 
of thinking or behaving. 

I abhor all forms of racism. 

He said that he deplored all violence. 
If you want to say humorously that someone 
hates something, you can say that the person 
is allergic to it. 

I’m allergic to housework. 
In informal English if someone hates another 
person very much, you can use the phrase hate 
someone's guts. 

| hate his guts and wouldn't care if | never 

saw him again. 


WORD CHOICES hate 


IDIOM with hate 


ehate someone's guts to hate someone very much 
© She hates her ex-boyfriend's guts. 


hatred /‘her-trad/ n [U] a strong feeling of dis- 
like; hate O He has an extreme hatred of taxes and 
tolls. 


haughty /‘ho:t-i/ adj unreasonably proud and 
unfriendly © They show a haughty contempt of 
others. 

haughtily /‘ho:t-4l-i/ adv 


haul MOVE /ho:I/ v[T] 1 to pull something heavy 
or transport something over long distances © They 
use these trucks to haul freight. 2 A person who is 
hauled somewhere is forced to go there: She was 
arrested, fingerprinted, and hauled before a judge. © 


z bat | a hot | ai bite | au house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


If you even mention my name in public, I'll haul you 
right into court! 

haul /ha:l/ n [C usually sing] a distance over 
which something is transported © short-haul flights 
© It’s a long haul to Minnesota. 


AMOUNT /ho:I/ n[C] an amount of something that 
was obtained illegally, esp. after it has been taken 
by the authorities © Police say it is the largest haul 
of stolen art in years. 


PHRASAL VERB with haul 


ehaul someone/something away, haul someone/ 
something off [M] to take someone or something 
somewhere © Most of the buildings are simply flat- 
tened and hauled away to local dumps. © The police 
hauled him off to jail right in front of his whole family. 


haunch /ho:ntJ, hantJ/ n[C] the top part of the 
leg between the knee and the waist 


haunt APPEAR /ho:nt, hant/ v[T] to often appear 
somewhere, or to appear to someone in the form 
of a GHOST (= spirit of a dead person) 

haunted /'ho:nt-ad, ‘'hant-ad/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © a haunted house 

WORRY /ho:nt, hant/ v [T] to cause someone to 
worry or feel anxiety because of being thought 
about too often © His experiences in Vietnam still 
haunt him. 

haunted /'ho:nt-ed, ‘hant-ad/ adj © haunted 
eyes 

haunting /'ho:nt-1n, 'hant-1n/ adj staying in the 
mind © a haunting melody 

PLACE /ho:int, hant/ n[C] a place often visited © This 
restaurant was one of our old haunts. 


have PERFECT TENSE /heyv, hav, av, v/ auxiliary 
verb has, past had used with the past participle of 
other verbs to form PERFECT tenses © | have heard 
that story before. 0 “Have we been invited?” “Yes, 
we have.” 

POSSESS /heev, hov/, have got /heev ‘gat, hov-/ v[T] 
has, past had 1 to own or possess something © We 
have a dog. © Have you got a cold? © I’ve got a big 
nose. © Have you got any money on you (= Are you 
carrying money with you)? 2 Have can also mean 
to be related to, or to know: Carol has six sisters. © 
I’ve got a friend who could lend us a car. 3 If a store 
has something, it is available to be bought: While 
you're there, see if they have any toothpicks. O US- 
AGE: Have got is used only in the present tense. 


CONTAIN /heev, hav/, have got /hzv'gat, hav-/ v 
[T] has, past had to contain or include something 
© The Chicago area has a population of about eight 
million. © Our house has three bedrooms and two 
baths. © We have a few minutes left before the end 
of class. 

DO /hev/ v [T] has, past had 1 to do an action © 
He didn’t have a birthday party this year. 0 The baby 
is having her nap. 2 Have can also mean eat or 
drink: We’re going to have lunch. 3 To have a baby 
is to give birth: Glennis had a girl. 

RECEIVE /hzev/ v [T] has, past had to receive or ac- 
cept something, or to allow something to happen 
0 I'll have some more coffee. © | just had a phone 


have 


call from Judy. © | won't have those kids running 
through my flower bed. 


CAUSE /hev/ v [T] has, past had to cause some- 
thing to happen, or to cause someone to do some- 
thing © We’re having the house painted. © She had 
her parents come to her house for Thanksgiving. © 
We often have friends over. 


EXPERIENCE /heev/ v [T] has, past had 1 to experi- 
ence something © We had a wonderful vacation. © 
She had her car stolen last week. 2 tf you say have 
a good/great/nice something you are saying that 
you hope someone enjoys a particular period of 
time © Thanks for shopping with us, and have a good 
day! © Have a great trip, and drive safely! 


IDIOMS with have 


ehave (got) a hand in something to be involved 
with something or have influence on something © 
Who planned the party — 1 bet you had a hand in tt, 
didn’t you? 

e have a (good) head for something to have a nat- 
ural ability to do something well © Kim has a head 
for numbers. 

ehave a heart to show kindness and sympathy © 
Please let me go to the party — have a heart! 
ehave a screw loose infm! to seem crazy O Her 
brother definitely has a screw loose — | don’t really 
trust him. 

ehave an ax to grind, have an axe to grind to 
have a selfish reason or strong opinion that influ- 
ences your actions © The study should be conducted 
by a firm that has no axe to grind. 

ehave an eye for something to have an ability to 
notice something © She has a good eye for detail. 
ehave another think coming infm/ to need to con- 
sider something again, because you made a mis- 
take the first time © If you expected him to pat you 
on the back, you had another think coming. 

«have your cake and eat it too to do or get two 
good things at the same time, esp. things that are 
not usually possible to have together © / worked at 
home so | could raise my family and still earn money 
— | guess | wanted to have my cake and eat it too. 
ehave dibs on something to have the first right to 
use something, before anyone else © I’ve got dibs 
on the sofa. 

ehave your eye on something to admire and want 
to have something © She has her eye on that new 
bike at Miller’s Toys. 

ehave your feet on the ground to be practical and 
able to take care of yourself © Don’t worry about 
Kerry — she’s a smart girl with her feet on the ground. 
ehave (just about) had it 1 infm/to not be willing 
or able to continue doing something © We've been 
to three museums today and I’ve just about had it. 
2 infmi if something has had it, it is not working 
any longer: This old vacuum cleaner has had it. 
ehave had it with someone/something to not be 
willing to continue to deal with someone or some- 
thing © I’ve had it with this job — I’m quitting. 
ehave (got) your hands full to be very busy or 
involved with something © I’ve got my hands full 
right now with a sick baby. 

ehave heard of someone/something to have some 
knowledge about someone or something © Have 
you heard of the artist Bazile? 
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ehave (got) your heart set on something to want 
something very much, so that you would be very 
disappointed if you do not get it © She’s got her 
heart set on ballet lessons. 

ehave it coming (to you) infmi to deserve what 
happens to you, esp. something bad © He got a 
ticket for speeding, but he had it coming. 

ehave it in you to possess a particular ability © His 
speech was really good — we didn’t know he had it 
in him to be that funny. 

ehave it in for someone infml to be determined to 
criticize or harm someone © She’s always had it in 
for me. 

ehave (got) it made 1 infmi to be successful or 
rich O Everyone thinks if you're in a hit movie, you’ve 
got it made. 2 If you have it made, you are able to 
relax and do not have to worry about work or 
other problems: You're taking all the easy classes 
this semester — you've got it made! 

ehave nothing to do with someone/something to 
not involve someone or something © This argu- 
ment has nothing to do with me. © Much of the bill 
has nothing to do with civil rights. 

ehave nothing to lose to be in a situation that 
could improve by doing something and that will 
not be any worse if you fail at it 0 Since | had noth- 
ing to lose, | accepted the offer. 

«have (got) only yourself to blame to be respon- 
sible for something bad that has happened © He 
didn’t study, so he’s got only himself to blame if he 
fails. 

ehave seen better days to be old and in bad con- 
dition © This jacket’s seen better days. 

ehave (more than) your share of something to 
have had a lot or too much of something © We’ve 
had our share of problems with the new computer 
system. 

ehave the last word on something, have the final 
word on something to be the person who makes a 
decision without asking anyone else © Carol has the 
last word on whether we go. 

ehave to do with something to be about some- 
thing © My question has to do with last week’s 
assignment. 

«have (got) to hand it to someone to recognize 
that someone deserves respect for what the per- 
son did © Youve got to hand it to her, she built that 
cabin herself. 

ehave what it takes (to do something) to have the 
qualities or character needed to be successful 0 She 
doesn't have a college degree, but | think she has 
what it takes to do the job. 

ehave your work cut out for you to have some- 
thing difficult to do © /f she has to finish that report 
by tomorrow, she has her work cut out for her. 
enot have a clue to have no knowledge about 
something, or to be unable to remember some- 
thing © | don’t have a clue what | did with my base- 
ball glove. © He doesn’t have a clue about how to fix 
a car. 

enot have a leg to stand on to have no good ar- 
guments to support your position © They settled the 
lawsuit because they did not have a leg to stand on. 
enot have the heart (to do something) to lack the 
desire or strength to do something © | didn’t have 


the heart to tell him that his injury would prevent 
him from playing football. 


PHRASAL VERBS with have 


ehave (got) on something WEAR [M] , had infml 
to be wearing particular clothes or items of cloth- 
ing © She had on a blue hat. 

ehave (got) something on someone KNOW to 
know secret or damaging information about 
someone © She threatened to go to the newspapers, 
but she hasn’t got anything on me. 

ehave (got) on something OPERATE [M], had (of 
machines, electric devices, and equipment) to be 
operating or in use © She's always got the TV on 
while she irons. 


have to /‘heef-tu:, 'haev-, -ta/, have got to /hzev 
‘gat ,tu:, hav-, -ta/ auxiliary verb has, past had (used 
with the infinitive form of another verb) to need to 
or be forced to; must © | have to go to Vermont 
tomorrow. 


haven /'her-van/ n[C] a safe or peaceful place 


haven't /'hev-ant/ contraction of have not © | 
haven't finished eating. 


havoc /‘hev-ak/ n[U] confusion and lack of order 
that result in damage or trouble © The storm cre- 
ated complete havoc in the park. 


Hawaiian shirt /he'war-an'Jart, -'wo1-/ n[C] 
a loose, informal shirt with colorful patterns on it 


hawk BIRD /ho:k/ n [C] a type of large bird that 
catches small birds and animals for food 


SELL /ho:k/ v [T] to sell goods in public places by 
calling out to people © She was hawking flowers at 
the parking lot exit. 


hay /he1/ rn [U] tall grass that is cut, dried, and 
used as animal food or as covering material © a 
bale of hay 


hay fever n [U] a physical reaction to the POL- 
LEN of plants which causes some people to have 
problems with their eyes, nose, throat, and lungs 


hayride /‘her-rard/ n[C] a social event in which 
a group of people take a ride in an open vehicle 
filled with HAY 


haystack /‘her-stek/ n[C] a large pile of HAY in 
a field 


hazard DANGER /'hzz-ard/ n [C] something 
dangerous and likely to cause damage © a health/ 
fire hazard 
hazardous /'heez:ard-as/ adj © a hazardous road 


RISK /‘hzez-ard/ v[T] to risk making a guess or sug- 
gestion © She wouldn’t hazard a guess about the 
meaning of the word. 


haze FOG /heiz/ n [C/U] fog caused by water, 
smoke, or dust, or an effect of heat that prevents 
things being seen clearly © [C] A brownish haze 
hung over the field. 
hazy /'her-zi/ adj 1 a hazy day/sky 2 Hazy also 
means not clear: I’m hazy about what happened 
after the accident. 
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TEST /he1z/ v [T] to force people new to a group, 
esp. a sports team or college social group, to take 
part in activities that are silly, embarrassing, and 
sometimes harmful in order to be accepted as a 
member 
hazing /'het-z1n/ n [U] © Ten fraternity members 
had their heads shaved during hazing last week. 


hazel TREE /‘her-zal/ n[C] a small tree that pro- 
duces edible nuts 


COLOR /‘he1:zal/ adj [not gradable] (esp. of eyes) 
a green-brown or yellow-brown color 


H-bomb /‘eitJ-bam/ n [C] a HYDROGEN BOMB 


HDTV [C/U] pi HDTVs abbreviation for 1 high-def- 
inition television (= a type of television that shows 
clear high-quality pictures on a wider screen than 
standard television) © [C] Consumers have bought 
10 million HDTVs but have found little to watch. 2 
HDTV is also the programs you watch or the busi- 
ness of broadcasting them: [U] There’s no HDTV on 
our local channels. 


he /hi:, i:/ pronoun male 1 the male being spoken 
about, who has already been mentioned © Don’t 
ask Andrew, he won’t know. 2 He is also used to 
refer to a person whose sex is not known: Today a 
person can travel anywhere he likes. 
he /hi:/ n [C] male © Is your turtle a he or a she? 


RUSAGE-? WY Biri -éabar PWS: 8 ns 
he 


Many people do not like the use of he to refer 
to a person whose sex is not known because it 
seems unfair to women. Instead, they prefer to 
use they. 
”“Someone’s on the phone.” “What do they 
want?” 
He or she can be used, but this can be repeti- 
tive in normal conversation. He/she and s/he 
are sometimes used in writing, but they is also 
correct, even in formal writing. The same is 
true of their and them. 
Somebody called and left their number. 
If anybody needs to speak to me, tell them I'll 
be in the office this afternoon. 


head BODY PART /hed/ n[C/U] 1 the part of the 
body that contains the eyes, nose, mouth, ears, 
and the brain © [C] She nodded her head in agree- 
ment. 2 A head is also the approximate length of 
a head used as a measurement: [C] Carlos is almost 
a head taller than Manuel. 

MIND /hed/ n [C] the mind and mental abilities © 
She has a good head for figures. © If you’d just use 
your head (= think clearly and carefully), you would 
realize that you are better off living where you are. 
© Someone offered me the ticket, and your name 
popped into my head. 

TOP /hed/ n [C/U] 1 a position or part at the top, 
front, or beginning © [U] They were early enough 
to get a place at the head of the line. © [U] As the 
guest of honor, he sat at the head of the table (= the 
more important end). 2 The head of a plant is the 
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headdress 


top part where a flower or leaves grow: [C] / 
bought two heads of lettuce. 

head /hed/ v[T] © Currently, her name heads (= is 
at the top of) the list of candidates for the job. 
heading /'hed-19/ n[C] a word or words put at 
the top of a page or section of text as a title © He 
looked at the listings under the heading, “Help 
wanted,” hoping to find a job. 

LEADER /hed/ n [C] someone who leads or is in 
charge of an organization or group, or this posi- 
tion of leadership © In 1990 he was made head of 
the engineering division. 
head /hed/ adj [not gradable] main or most im- 
portant © In his first season as head coach, McGuire 
‘atk his team to the regional championship. 

ead /hed/ v [T] to lead or control something © 
She headed a group that defended the senator 
against detractors. 

GO /hed/ v [I] to go in a particular direction © | was 
heading out the door when the phone rang. 0 We 
decided to head back/home (= return to where we 
started) before it got too dark. © (fig.) He’s headed 
for trouble if he gets involved with her. 


WORD FAMILY head 


Nouns head 
heading 


Adjectives head 
heady 


overhead overhead 


head 
behead 


Adverbs overhead 


IDIOMS with head 


ehead and shoulders above someone/something 
much better than other people or things © Na- 
tasha is head and shoulders above the other dancers 
in her age group. 

«head over heels (in love) completely in love 
with another person © Laura fell head over heels in 
love with Chris. 


PHRASAL VERBS with head 


ehead someone off STOP MOVEMENT [M] to 
block someone’s movement by getting in front of 
the person ° Police tried to head off the bank robbers 
at the next exit. 

ehead something off PREVENT ACTIVITY [M] to 
stop something from happening © The team would 
help developing countries head off such disasters. 
ehead up something to lead or control a group © 
He headed up a Miami-based legal team in 2006. 


headache PAIN /'hed-e1k/ n[C] a pain you feel 
inside your head 

PROBLEM /‘hed-erk/ n [C] something that causes 
you difficulty or worry © Finding a babysitter for 
New Year’s Eve is going to be a real headache. 


headband /‘hed:bzend/ n[C] a narrow strip of 
material you wear on your head, usually to keep 
your hair back from your face 


head count n[C] the exact number of people 
in a place, or the act of counting them © A quick 
head count revealed an audience of 56 people. 


headdress /'hed-dres/ n [C] a decorative cov- 
ering for the head © The Indian warrior wore.an 
eagle-feather headdress. 
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headfirst 


headfirst /‘hed'farst/ adv with your head in 
front of the rest of your body while you move for- 
ward © She dived headfirst into the pool. 


headgear /‘hed-gir/ n [U] any type of covering 
or protection for the head © Protective headgear for 
hockey players is now required. 


headhunter /‘hed,hant-er/ n [C] a person 
whose job is to find people qualified for and willing 
to take very important jobs © She was contacted by 
a headhunter and invited to apply for the position. 


headlight /‘hed-lart/ n [C] a light on the front 
of a vehicle, usually one of a pair of lights 


headline LARGE PRINT /'hed-larn/ n [C] words 
printed in large letters at the top of a newspaper 
story that serve as its title 
headline /'hed-lain/ v[T] © She was judged fourth 
in a news story headlined: “New York's 100 Coolest 
People.” 


PERFORM /‘hed-latn/ v [|/T] to be the most famous 
or important performer or speaker to take part in 
an event O Since last year, she has headlined at least 
32 fundraising events. 


headlong /'hed'ls:n/ adj, adv [not gradable] 1 
very quick or quickly without considering what 
you are doing © When you break up with someone, 
the temptation is to rush headlong into a new rela- 
tionship. 2 Headlong also means moving forward 
with your head first: a headlong plunge into the lake 


headmaster /‘hed,mes-tar, hed'mes-/, fe- 
male headmistress /‘hed ,mis-tras, hed'mis-/ n [C] 
a person who is the leader of a private school 


head-on adj, adv 1 direct or directly 0 We should 
have sat down and addressed the issues head-on. 2 
If two vehicles hit head-on, their fronts hit each 
other directly: The head-on collision left three people 
dead. 


headphones /‘hed-founz/ p! na device with 
parts that cover each ear through which you can 
listen to something, such as music, without other 
people hearing 


headquarters /‘hed ,kwo:rt-arz/ pin the main 
offices or center of operations of an organization, 
such as the army, police, or a company 
headquartered /‘hed ,kwo:rt:ard/ adjo The 15- 
person company will be headquartered in San 
Francisco. 


headroom /'hed-ru:m, -rum/ n [U] the space 
above your head when you are inside something, 
esp. a car or other vehicle © There’s not enough 
headroom to wear a hat. 


heads /hedz/ p/n the side of a coin that has a 
picture of the head of a person on it O Opposite: 
TAILS 


headset /‘hed-set/ n[C] an electrical device that 
consists of a part that fits over a person’s ears and 
a part into which the person can speak, used for 
communicating over a telephone or by radio with- 
out using the hands 


head start n [C] the advantage of beginning 
before others in a competition or other situation © 


If we leave early, we can get a head start on the 
holiday traffic. 


headstone /‘hed:stoun/ n[C] a TOMBSTONE 


headstrong /‘hed:stro:n/ adj determined to do 
or think what you want despite opposition from 
others 0 a headstrong teenager 


head-to-head adj, adv opposing each other in 
direct competition © The two giant aircraft com- 
panies went head-to-head for the $2 billion order. © 
Tampa Bay has no head-to-head games with Boston 
this year. 


headwind /‘hed-wind/ n [C] a wind blowing 
directly against you as you move forward © The 
boats had to battle a strong headwind over the last 
part of the race. 


heady /'hed-i/ adj producing a feeling of high 
energy, confidence, and excitement © Home sales 
remained steady in August, although running slightly 
below July’s heady pace. 


heal /hi:|/ v [I/T] to make or become healthy or 
whole again © [I] As people age, they tend to heal 
more Slowly. © [T] Steroids are produced by the body 
to help heal damaged tissue. 
healer /‘hi:-lar/ n[C] a person or thing that heals 
© Time is a great healer. 


health /hele/ n [U] 1 the condition of the body 
or mind and the degree to which it is free from 
illness, or the state of being well O Her health was 
much improved after she started exercising. © (fig.) 
The health of the economy is still causing concern. 2 
If you are in good/poor health, your physical con- 
dition is healthy or is not healthy: He’s in excellent 
health. 
healthy /'hel-6i/ adj 1 having, showing, or en- 
couraging good health © As long as the baby is 
healthy, | don’t care if it’s a boy or a girl. 2 Healthy 
can mean positive: She had a healthy attitude to- 
ward life and was fun to be with. 3 Something is 
described as healthy if it is financially successful 
and strong: The real-estate market is much healthier 
today than it was ten years ago. 4 A healthy 
amount is a large amount: Their business showed a 
healthy profit in its first year. 
healthful /'hele-fal/ adj helping to produce 
good health © A healthful diet includes plenty of 
green vegetables. > Usage: condition or health? at 
CONDITION STATE 


WORD FAMILY health 
Nouns — health 


Adverbs healthily 
unhealthily 


Adjectives healthful 


healthy 
unhealthy 


health care, health-care n [U] the providing of 
medical services © She claimed that women and mi- 
nority-groups frequently receive inferior health care. 
© hospitals and other health-care providers 


health food n [C/U] food that is naturally 
grown or prepared, without artificial substances or 
processes 


health maintenance organization, 
abbreviation HMO n [C] an organization that em- 
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ploys doctors and other medical people to provide 
health care to people who pay a fixed amount to 
the organization rather than an amount based on 
each service they get 


heap /hi:p/n[C] 1 a messy pile of things 0 A heap 
of dirty laundry lay at the foot of his bed. 2 infml A 
heap of/heaps of something is a lot of it: Isako is 
making heaps of money now that she’s in business 
for herself. 
heap /hi:p/ v [T] to put things in a pile © They 
heaped their plates with food. 
heaping /'‘hi:-pin/ adj [not gradable] (of an 
amount of something esp. in a spoon) filling it to 
a rounded level above the top © a heaping tea- 
spoon of sugar 


PHRASAL VERB with heap 


*heap something on someone/something to ex- 
press a strong opinion by making many remarks 
about someone or something © A parent-teachers 
organization heaped praise/scorn on Miller for the 
school’s performance. 


hear RECEIVE SOUND /hir/ v [I/T] past heard to 
receive or become aware of sounds with your ears 
O [T] | can’t hear you with the TV on. © [I] After a 
long trip on a plane, | don’t hear very well for a few 
hours. 
hearing /‘hir-1n/ n [U] the ability to hear sounds 
© Since he’s gotten older, his hearing isn’t what it 
used to be. > Usage: listen, listen to, or hear? at 
LISTEN 


LISTEN /hir/ v[T] past heard to listen to what some- 
one is saying or sounds being made © | heard him 
interviewed on the radio this morning. © Have you 
heard the group’s latest recording? 
hearing /‘hir-1n/ n [C] an official meeting that is 
held to gather the facts about an event or problem 
© A Senate subcommittee is holding hearings about 
the mortgage crisis. 

BE TOLD /hir/ v [I/T] past heard to be told or in- 
formed about © [T] Have you heard the news? 0° [I] 
| hadn't heard about that. © [+ (that) clause] | hear 
(that) your house is up for sale. © [T] I’ve heard a lot 
about you from my sister and am glad to meet you. 


fUSAGE. A> se Cea 
hear 
Remember to use the preposition from when 
you use hear to mean receive a letter, tele- 
phone call, or other message from someone. 
| look forward to hearing from you. 
Heok-ferward-to-hearing-you- 


WORD FAMILY hear 


Nouns Verbs hear 


overhear 


hearing 


Adjectives unheard-of 


IDIOM with hear 


enever hear the end of it to have to listen for a 
long time to embarrassing or annoying talk © If 
Mary gets that promotion, we'll never hear the end 
of it. 
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heart 


PHRASAL VERBS with hear 


ehear from someone to get a letter, a telephone 
call, or message from someone © We haven't heard 
from her in years. 

ehear someone out to listen to someone until the 
person is finished speaking © Hear me out and then 
tell me what you think of the plan. 


hearing aid n [C] a small device that people 
who cannot hear well wear inside or next to the 
ear to make sounds louder 


hearsay /‘hir-set/ n [U] information you have 
heard that might or might not be true © The court 
cannot accept evidence based on hearsay and rumor. 


hearse /hars/ n [C] a special car used to carry a 
body in a COFFIN (= long box) esp. to a funeral 


heart ORGAN /hart/ n [C] the organ inside the 
chest that sends the blood around the body © 
heart disease 9 The paramedics took his pulse to see 
if his heart was still beating. 


EMOTIONS /hart/ n [C/U] the center of a person’s 
emotions, or the general character of someone © 
[C] He has a good/kind heart (= is a kind and gen- 
erous person). O [C] Our hearts were broken (= We 
were very sad) at the news of the accident. © [C] 
Homelessness is a subject close/near to her heart (= 
is important to her and is a subject she feels 
strongly about). © [U] /n his heart (= According to 
his true feelings), he knew she was right. © She can 
be abrupt with people at times, but at heart (= ba- 
sically) she’s a good person. 
heartless /'hart-las/ adj cruel or unkind © She de- 
nounced the cutbacks on aid to the poor as heartless 
and shortsighted policies. 

CENTER /hart/ n [C/U] 1 the central or most im- 
portant part © [C usually sing] Protestors marched 
through the heart of the city. 2 The heart of a vege- 
table, esp. a leafy one, is its firm, central part: [C] 
artichoke hearts 

SHAPE /hart/ n [C] a shape used to represent the 
heart, esp. as a symbol of love 


WORD FAMILY heart 
heart Verbs 


Adverbs 


Nouns hearten 


Adjectives heartless 
hearty 


heartily 
heartlessly 


IDIOMS with heart 


ea heart of gold a kind and generous character © 
He plays the part of a tough cop on TV who really 
has a heart of gold. 

eyour heart goes out to someone you feel sym- 
pathy for someone © My heart goes out to Carla, 
with a sick husband and three kids to look after. 
esomeone’s heart is in the right place someone 
only has good intentions © He is very strict with his 
students, but his heart is in the right place. 

e your heart isn’t in it you do not feel that some- 
thing is exciting or interesting enough to do © | 
tried to make myself feel better by playing the guitar, 
but my heart wasn’t in it. 
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heartache soni 


e your heart sinks you feel disappointed and dis- 
couraged 0 My heart sank when | opened the letter 
and realized | had not been accepted into graduate 
school. 


heartache /‘hart-erk/ n [U] great sadness or 
worry © Their son’s illness has caused them so much 
heartache. 


heart attack n[C] a sudden and serious physi- 
cal change in which the heart does not get enough 
blood, causing damage to the heart and some- 
times death © He’d survived two heart attacks and 
was very careful about what he ate. 


heartbeat /‘hart-bi:t/ n [C] the regular move- 
ment or sound that the heart makes as it pushes 
blood around the body 


heartbreak /‘hart-bretk/ n [U] a feeling of 
great sadness O They endured the heartbreak of 
watching two of their children die of the disease. 
heartbreaking /‘hart brer-kin/ adj © The final 
scene, when they say goodbye for the last time, is 
heartbreaking. 


heartbroken /‘hart ,brou-kan/ adj feeling very 
sad or disappointed © Alexis was heartbroken when 
she was dropped from the team. 


heartburn /‘hart-b3rn/ n [U] an unpleasant 
burning feeling in the lower part of the chest 
caused by difficulty in digesting food 


hearten /‘hart-?n/ v [T] to encourage and make 
confident and happy © We were heartened by the 
news that Jason is feeling so much better. 


heartfelt /‘hart-felt/ adj strongly felt and sincere 
© He hugged her awkwardly as he said goodbye, but 
his good wishes were heartfelt. 


hearth /haré@/ n [C] the floor of a fireplace, and 
often also the area in front of it 


heartland /‘hart-lznd/ n [U] the central or 
most important part of an area O The Midwest is 
the agricultural heartland of the US. 


heartrending /‘hart ,ren-din/ adj making you 
feel great sympathy or sadness © The pictures of 
starving children on television were heartrending. 


hearts /harts/ p! n one of the four SUITS (= 
groups) of playing cards, the symbol for which is 
the shape used to represent the heart as a symbol 
of love 


heartsick /‘hart-stk/ adj feeling very sad 0 When 
the vet said that her cat was too badly hurt to sur- 
vive, Keri was heartsick. 


heart-to-heart rn [C] a talk or discussion in 

which two people talk honestly and in a serious 
way about their feelings © We had a good, heart- 
to-heart talk about where our relationship was 
heading. 


heartwarming /‘hart wo:r-min/ adj causing 
feelings of pleasure and happiness © People have 
been so kind and helpful since Dan’s been sick - it’s 
really heartwarming to see. 


hearty ENTHUSIASTIC /‘hart-i/ adj enthusiastic 
and strong © a hearty handshake © a hearty laugh 


heartily /‘hart-l-i/ adv © He heartily approved of 
the changes in policy. 

LARGE /‘hart-i/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 generous or 
large O We ate a hearty breakfast before we set off 
on our hike. 2 Hearty is also used to mean Satisfying 
to the taste: a hearty vegetable soup 


heat TEMPERATURE /hi:t/ n[U] 1 warmth, esp. a 
lot of warmth © the heat of the sun 2 physics Heat 
is also a form of energy that a substance has be- 
cause of the movement of its MOLECULES or at- 
oms. 3 The heat can also mean hot weather: / 
thought I'd like living in Florida, but the heat was too 
much for me. 4 The heat is also the system in a 
building or a stove that controls the temperature: 
I'm freezing — can you turn up the heat? 0 Lower the 
heat when the water starts to boil. 
heat /hi:t/ v [T] to make a place or thing warm © 
It costs a lot to heat this house. © Heat the sauce in 
the microwave. 
heater /‘hi:t-ar/ n [C] a device that heats esp. 
water or an enclosed space 

POWER /hi:t/ n [U] physics a type of ENERGY that 
moves from one object or substance to another 
because of their difference in temperature 

EMOTION /hi:t/ n [U] a state of strong emotion, 
esp. excitement or anger © The heat of his own 
argument swept him away. © John apologized for the 
remarks he had made in the heat of the moment 
(= while he was angry or excited). 
heated /'‘hi:t-od/ adj © a heated argument/ 
exchange 

RESPONSIBILITY /hi:t/ n[U] responsibility or blame 
© We took a lot of heat for showing that on TV. 

COMPETITION /hi:t/ n [C] a competition, esp. a 
race, in which it is decided who will compete in 
the final event 

BIOLOGY /hi:t/ n If an animal, esp. a female, is in 
heat, it is ready to breed. 


WORD FAMILY heat 


Nouns heat 
heater 
heating 


heat 


Adjectives heated 
unheated 


Adverbs 


heatedly 


Verbs 


PHRASAL VERB with heat 


eheat up something [M] 1 to make something 
warm or hot © Let’s see what happens when | heat 
it up. 2 \f a situation heats up, it becomes more 
extreme: With the political climate heating up, we 
can expect to hear a lot more from both candidates. 


heathen /‘hi:-4an/ adj disapproving (used, esp. in 
the past, of people or their way of life, activities, 
and ideas) having no religion, or belonging to a 
religion that is not Christianity, Judaism, or Islam 
heathen /'hi:-dan/ n [C] p! heathen, heathens 
disapproving © Those folks are heathens. 


heating /‘hi:t-1n/ n (U] the process of making 

something warm, esp. a building, or the equip- 
ment used for this © heating costs/oil/efficiency © 
He takes care of the heating and air-conditioning. 
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heat wave [C] a period of days during which 
the weather is much hotter than usual 


heave MOVE /hi:v/ v [I/T] 1 to pull, push, lift, or 
throw something heavy © [T always + adv/prep] 
He leaned his weight against the door and heaved it 
open. 2 \f something heaves, it moves up and 
down: [I] After the race she was covered in sweat, 
her chest heaving. 
heave /hi:v/ n[C] © With a great heave, they rolled 
the boulder out of the way. 

VOMIT /hi:v/ v [I] infm/ to feel as if you are going to 
vomit, or to vomit 


heaven /‘hev-an/ n[U] 1 (in some religions) the 
place where God or the gods live or where good 
people are believed to go after they die, some- 
times thought to be in the sky 2 Heaven is also 
something that gives you great pleasure: /t was 
heaven lying there in the sunshine listening to the 
birds sing. 
heavenly /‘hev-an-li/ adj of or from heaven, or 
giving great pleasure © /t was a good party and the 
food was heavenly. 
heavens /‘hev-anz/ p/n the sky © They rolled their 
eyes toward the heavens. 
heavens /'hev:anz/ exclamation an expression of 
surprise, anger, annoyance, or emphasis © Good 
heavens — | didn’t realize it was getting so late! 


heavy WEIGHING ALOT /‘hev-i/ adj [-er/-est 
only] weighing a lot © The piano’s much too heavy 
for one person to lift. 0 Bob’s much heavier than the 
last time | saw him. 

SOLID /‘hev-i/ adj [-er/-est only] thick, strong, solid, 
or looking that way © heavy clouds © heavy cream 
© It’s too hot today for a heavy meal (= a large, 
cooked meal that is hard to digest). 

GREAT DEGREE /‘hev-i/ adj [-er/-est only] of great 
amount, or degree, or force © heavy snow/rain/fog 
© heavy traffic 0 a heavy workload © a heavy sleeper 
© heavy fighting 
heavily /'hev-a-li/ adv © heavily armed © She's 
heavily involved in politics. © The news weighed 
heavily on his mother. 


heavy-duty adj designed to be strong enough 
to do very difficult work for a long time © heavy- 
duty tools 


heavy-handed adj done in an unnecessarily 
forceful way without considering the feelings of 
others © Local people complained of the heavy- 
handed methods being used by the police. 


heavy industry n [U] the business of using 
large machines and materials such as coal and 
steel to produce large goods 


heavy metal n [U] a style of ROCK music with 
a strong beat, played loudly on electric in- 
struments 


heavyset adj having a large, wide body © He is 
a heavyset man with a beautiful tenor voice. 


heavy water n [U] chemistry, physics water 
in which ordinary HYDROGEN atoms have been re- 
placed by DEUTERIUM atoms 


heel 


heavyweight BOXING /‘hev:i: weit/ n [C] in 
boxing, a competitor who weighs more than 175 
pounds, or 79.5 kilograms, and is in the heaviest 
group 

IMPORTANT PERSON /‘hev:i: ,weit/ n [C] someone 
who has a lot of power in a particular business or 
activity © a political heavyweight 


heck /hek/ exclamation slang an expression of an- 
noyance or surprise, or a way of adding emphasis 
to a statement or question; HELL O Where the heck 
have you been? 


IDIOM with heck 


ea heck of a someone/something, one heck of a 
someone/something a surprisingly good person or 
thing © You only paid 20 dollars for it? That’s a heck 
of a good deal. © She's a heck of a writer — | think 
we should hire her. 


heckle /‘hek-al/ v [I/T] to interrupt a public 
speaker or entertainer with loud, unfriendly state- 
ments or questions 
heckler /'hek-lar, 'hek-a-lar/ n [C] © A heckler 
tried to disrupt the ceremony. 


hectic /‘hek-tik/ adj busy, fast, and full of activity 
© a hectic schedule © the hectic pace of city life 


he'd /hi:d, i:d/ contraction of he had or he would 
O He'd (= He had) already spent all his money by the 
second day of the trip. 0 He’d (= He would) be able 
to do it if he would just try. 


hedge BUSHES /hed3/ n [C] a line of bushes or 
small trees planted close together, esp. along the 
edge of a yard or road 

PROTECTION /hed3/ n [C] a means of protection, 
control, or limitation © She invested in foreign com- 
panies as a hedge against inflation. 

hedge /hed3/ v [I/T] 1 [T] Congressmen were 
warned against hedging their support for the missile 
program. 2 To hedge is also to try to avoid giving 
an answer or taking any action: [I] Officials contin- 
ued to hedge on exactly when the program would 
begin. 


IDIOM with hedge 


«hedge your bets to protect yourself against mak- 
ing the wrong choice © The weather forecasters 
were hedging their bets, saying the storm might 
come into land or go out to sea. 


heed /hi:d/ v [T] to listen to and follow advice © 
The airline failed to heed warnings about security. 
heed /hi:d/ n[U] © Voters are dissatisfied, and Con- 
gress should take heed (= consider this). 
heedless /'hi:d-las/ adj not giving attention to a 
risk or difficulty © Heedless of the hurricane warn- 
ings, they took the small boat out into open water. 


heel BODY PART /hi:I/ n [C] 1 the rounded back 
part of the foot © I’ve got a splinter in my heel. 2 
The heel of your hand is the raised, inside part 
close to the wrist. 
heel /hi:l/ v [I] If you say “Heel!” to a dog, you 
are ordering it to walk close to you. 
FOOT COVERING /hi:l/ n [C] the part of a sock or 
shoe that covers the rounded back part of the foot, 
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or the part of the bottom of a shoe that lifts the 
back of the foot higher than the front 


PERSON /hi:|/ n [C] infm/ a person who treats other 
people badly and unfairly © / felt like a real heel 
when | saw how upset she was. 


IDIOMS with heel 


e(hot) on someone’s heels, close on someone’s 
heels following closely behind someone © The two 
men were running with a police officer hot on their 
heels. 

e(hard) on the heels of something, hot/close on 
the heels of something close behind or soon after 
something © A second mistake followed hard on the 
heels of the first one. 


heft /heft/ v [T always + adv/prep] to lift, hold, or 
carry something heavy using your hands © / 
watched him heft the heavy sack onto his shoulder. 


hefty /‘hef-ti/ adj [-er/-est only] large in amount 
or size O a hefty fine/bonus © a hefty steak dinner O 
a hefty, pink-faced baby 


heifer /‘hef-ar/ n [C] a young cow that has not 
yet given birth to a CALF 


height /hatt, harte/ n [C/U] 1 the distance from 
the top to the bottom of something, or the quality 
of being tall © [(C] The heights of the two towers are 
equal. © (U] She’s of average height (= neither un- 
usually short nor tall). 2 Height also refers to the 
distance that something is above a surface: [U] You 
can adjust the height of the chair with this lever. 3 
The height of a condition or event is when it is 
most full of activity or when it is at its top level of 
achievement: She was at the height of her career 
when they met. 4 The height of also means an ex- 
treme example of: the height of luxury/power/ 
stupidity 
heights /harts/ p/n high places, or the tops of 
hills © Don’t go up there if you're afraid of heights. 
O (fig.) Stock prices reached new heights yesterday. 


WORD FAMILY height 


Nouns height Verbs 


heights 


heighten 


heighten /‘hait-2n/ v [I/T] to increase, esp. an 
emotion or effect © [I] As the excitement heightened, 
the audience began stamping their feet. © [T] The 
high winds heightened concerns about forest fires. 


Heimlich maneuver /‘ham-lik-ma'nu:-var/ 
n [U] an emergency method of removing some- 
thing that is stuck in a person’s throat and 
is preventing that person from breathing, per- 
formed by putting sudden pressure on the per- 
son’s stomach 


heinous /‘hei-nas/ adj (esp. of a crime) ex- 
tremely bad or evil © heinous murders 


heir /er, zr/, female heiress /‘er-as, 'zer-as/ n[C] a 
person who will receive or already has received 
money or property from another person at the 
time of that other person’s death 0 My cousin Rob- 
ert is the only heir to my uncle’s fortune. 


heirloom /‘er-lu:m, ‘zr-/ n [C] a valuable ob- 
ject that has been given by an older member of a 
family to a younger member of the same family, 
esp. one given several times in this way © family 
heirlooms 


heist /haist/ 1 [C] slang a crime in which property 
is taken illegally and often violently from a place 
or person 


held HOLD /held/ past simple and past participle 
of HOLD 
CARRIED /held/ adj [not gradable] carried, kept, or 


maintained © a hand-held computer © firmly held 
beliefs 


helicopter /‘hel-9,kap-tar, ‘hi:-la-/, short form 
copter n [C] a type of aircraft without wings but 
with large blades that spin on top 


helium /‘hi:-liz-am/ n[U] a gas, one of the chem- 
ical elements, that is lighter than air and will not 
burn 


helix /‘hi:-Itks/ n [C] helix, helices geometry a 
shape curving continuously around a center point 
as of a line wrapped around a cylinder or a cone; 
a SPIRAL 


HELIX 


hell PLACE /hel/ n[U] (in some religions) the place 
where some people are believed to go after death 
to be punished forever for the bad things they 
have done 


CONDITION /hel/ n (U] an extremely unpleasant or 
difficult place, situation, or experience © Holidays 
are hell for me. © We went through hell during the 
flood (= had an extremely bad experience). 
hellish /'hel-1f/ adj very bad or unpleasant © a 
hellish experience 


EXPRESSION /hel/ exclamation slang used to express 
anger, or to give emphasis to an expression © Oh 
hell, | forgot my keys! © Her dad was mad as hell. © 
USAGE: This may be considered offensive by some 
people. 


IDIOMS with hell 


ethe hell out of very much © You scared the hell 
out of me! O USAGE: This may be considered offen- 
sive by some people. 

eto hell with someone/something, the hell with 
someone/something | do not care about someone 
or something © | was ready to say to hell with it and 
leave. © USAGE: This may be considered offensive 
by some people. 


he'll /hi:|, i:|, h1l,/ contraction of he will or he shall 
0 I’m sure he’ll help you if he can. 


hello /ha'lou, hel'ou/ exclamation, n[C] pihellos 
1 used when meeting or greeting someone © 
“Hello, Paul,” she said, “I haven't seen you for 
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months.” © | know her vaguely — we've exchanged 
hellos a few times. © Come and say hello to my 
friends (= meet them). 2 Hello is also said at the 
beginning of a telephone conversation. 3 Hello is 
also used to attract someone's attention: She 
walked into the shop and called out, “Hello! Is any- 
body here?” 


helm /helm/ n[C] the handle or wheel that con- 
trols the direction in which a ship or boat travels 


IDIOM with helm 


eat the helm (of something) in control © She is the 
first woman to be at the helm of this corporation. 


helmet /‘hel-mat/ n [C] a hard hat that covers 
and protects the head © a soldier’s helmet 0 a mo- 
torcycle/bicycle helmet 


help MAKE EASIER /help/ v[I/T] 1 to make it pos- 
sible or easier for Someone to do something © [T] 
How can | help you? © [T] Please help those less for- 
tunate than you are. © [+ to infinitive] Avoiding fatty 
foods and salt can help to bring down your blood 
pressure. 2 |f something helps a difficult or painful 
situation, it improves it or makes it easier or less 
painful: [T] Aspirin will help relieve the pain. 3 You 
shout “Help!” in an emergency when you need the 
immediate support of someone else. 
help /help/ n [U] © Do you need help with those 
‘boxes? O My parents gave us financial help when we 
bought our first house. 
helper /'hel-par/ n[C] a person who helps © The 
driver or a helper picks up the trash. 
helpful /'help-fal/ adj giving help © He made sev- 
eral helpful suggestions. 
helpless /'hel-plas/ adj unable to care for your- 
self or protect yourself esp. against danger © a 
helpless infant 
helplessly /'hel-pla-sli/ adv [not gradable] 
helplessness /‘hel-pla-snas/ n [U] 


help 


When you are are talking about helping some- 
one with something such as a problem or task, 
remember to use the preposition with. 
I try to help my parents with the housework 
and the shopping. 


The verbs aid and assist are more formal alter- 
natives to “help.” 
The army arrived to assist in the search. 
The:project is designed to aid poorer 
countries. 
If two or more people help each other in order 
to achieve the same thing, verbs such as col- 
laborate or cooperate are sometimes used. 
Several countries are collaborating/ 
cooperating in the relief effort. 
The verb benefit is sometimes used when 
someone is helped by something. 
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hemlock 


The children have benefited greatly from the 
new facilities. 
If someone is asking for help, in informal situ- 
ations the expressions give someone a hand or 
do someone a favor are sometimes used. 
Do you think you could give me a hand with 
these heavy boxes? 
Could you do me a favor and buy me some 
milk while you're out? 


GIVE/TAKE /help/ v[T] to serve something to some- 
one, or to take something for yourself © Help your- 
self to more cake. 
helping /‘hel-pin/ n [C] an amount of food 
served to a person at one time © He took another 
helping of dessert. 


WORD FAMILY help 


Nouns help 
helper 
helplessness 
helping 


Adjectives helpful 
unhelpful 
helpless 


Adverbs 


helpfully 
helplessly 


Verbs help 


IDIOM with help 


ecan't help, cannot help something to not be able 
to control or stop something © “Stop laughing!” “I 
can't help it!” 


PHRASAL VERB with help 


ehelp (someone) out [M] to do work for someone 
or provide the person with something that is 
needed © Blair helps us out at the store when we’re 
busy. © We can help out by giving money to the Red 
Cross. 


helping verb n [C] an AUXILIARY VERB 


helter-skelter / hel-tar'skel-tar/ adj, adv [not 
gradable] hurried and not organized © People were 
running helter-skelter out of the building. 


hem /hem/ n [C] the bottom edge of a piece of 
cloth, folded up and sewn, on an item of clothing 
hem /hem/ v [T] -mm- © She was busy hemming 
her skirt. 


IDIOM with hem 


ehem and haw to pause a lot and avoid saying 
something directly 0 My sister hemmed and hawed 
and then finally admitted she’d worn my shoes. 


PHRASAL VERB with hem 


ehem in someone/something [M] to surround 
someone or something closely © Her car was 
hemmed in between two other vehicles. 


hemisphere /‘hem:a,sfir/ n [C] 1 earth sci- 
ence half of the earth © The equator divides the 
earth into the northern and southern hemispheres. 2 
A hemisphere is also half of a ball-shaped object. 


hemline /‘hem-lain/ n [C] the bottom edge or 
the length of a skirt, dress, or coat 


nemlock /'hem-lak/ n [C/U] 1 a poisonous plant 
that has small white flowers 2 Hemlock is also a 
type of evergreen tree or its wood. 
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hemoglobin /‘hi:-ma,glou-ban/ n[U] biology 
a red substance in the red blood cells that contains 
iron and carries oxygen around the body 


hemophilia /hi:-ma'fil-i:-9/ n[U] a rare blood 
disease, usually of males, in which the body lacks 
a chemical that stops the flow of blood when a 
BLOOD VESSEL is injured 
hemophiliac /,hi:-ma'fil-i: aek/ n [C] a person 
who suffers from hemophilia 


hemorrhage /‘hem-a-rid3/ n [C/U] a large 
flow of blood from a damaged BLOOD VESSEL (= 
tube that carries blood around the body) 
hemorrhage /‘hem-a-rid3/ v [!] © The car acci- 
dent caused him to hemorrhage internally. © (fig.) 
The company was allowed to hemorrhage money (= 
lose a lot of money) for more than two years before 
the government closed it down. 


hemorrhoids /‘hem-9,rsidz/ pi n swollen 
VEINS (= tubes carrying blood) at or near the ANUS 
(= the hole where solid waste is excreted), a con- 
dition that can be painful 


hemp /hemp/ n [U] a plant used to make rope 
and strong, rough cloth 


hen /hen/ n [C] an adult female chicken that is 
often kept for its eggs, or the female of any bird 


hence @ THEREFORE /hens/ adv [not gradable] 
fmi for this reason; therefore O A better working en- 
vironment improves people's performance, and 
hence productivity. 


FROM NOW /hens/ adv [not gradable] fm/ from this 
time © The project should be completed by next 
March, six months hence. 


henceforth /‘hens fa:re, -,foure/ adv [not 
gradable] fm! starting from this time © Henceforth, 
attendance will be taken in all classes. 


henchman /‘hent-man/ n [C] p! -men disap- 
proving a person whois loyal to and works for some- 
one in a position of authority and is willing to help 
that person even by hurting others or by com- 
mitting crimes © Although the president kept him- 
self above the fray, his henchmen were blaming 
everyone. 


hepatitis /,hep-a'tait-as/ n [U] a disease of the 
LIVER (= an organ in the body) 


heptathlon /hep'te9 ,lan/ n [C] a competition 
in which women ATHLETES compete in seven 
sporting events © Compare DECATHLON 


her POSSESSIVE /h3r, har/ pronoun female belong- 
ing to or connected with the person mentioned; 
the possessive form of she, used before a noun © 
Her name is Linda. © She met her husband in college. 
OBJECTIVE /h3r, har/ pronoun female the female be- 
ing spoken about, who has already been men- 
tioned; the objective form of she © | saw her 
yesterday. 


herald /‘her-ald/ v[T] to announce or signal that 
something is approaching © The trade agreement 
heralded a new era of economic development. 


herb /arb, harb/ n [C] a type of plant with a soft 
stem, used in cooking and medicine 


herbal /'3r-bal, 'h3r-/ adj [not gradable] relating 
to herbs, or made from herbs © herbal tea 


herculean /,h3r-kja'li:-an, har'kjurli:-an/ adj 
[not gradable] having or needing great strength 
or effort 0 She had the herculean task of bringing up 
four children single-handedly. 


herd /hsrd/ n[C] a large group of animals of the 
same type that feed, travel, or are kept together © 
a herd of elephants 
herd /h3rd/ v[T] to move together as a group, or 
to cause animals or people to move together in a 
group © The teachers herded the children into buses. 


here /hir/ adv [not gradable] 1 in, at, or to this 
place © I’ve lived here in Atlanta all my life. 0 Please 
step over here fora minute. © It hurts here, just above 
my ankle. 2 Here can be used at the beginning of 
a statement to call attention to someone or some- 
thing: Here’s the money I owe you. © Here she is now. 


IDIOMS with here 


e (right) here and now in this place at this time © 
We're going to solve this problem right here and now. 
ehere and there in different places O There are 
small towns here and there across this region, but 
there are no big cities. 

ehere goes infmi| am going to try this now O I've 
never been on a surfboard before, but here goes! 0 
USAGE: Used before you try something new or 
difficult. 

ehere to stay permanent © Higher oil prices are 
here to stay, so we'd better get used to them. 
ehere you go this is the object you asked me to 
give you O “Would you please pass the sugar?” 
“Here you go.” 

ehere’s to someone/something let us drink to the 
health or success of someone or something © 
Here’s to the happy couple! 

ethe here and now the present © We have to look 
beyond the here and now and think about our future. 


hereafter IN THE FUTURE /hir'‘zef-tar/ adv [not 
gradable] fm/ starting from this time; in the future 
© | will let you in this time, but hereafter you have to 
get permission in advance. 


AFTER DEATH /hir 'zf-tar/ n [U] life after death 


hereby /hir'bat, 'hir-bat/ adv [not gradable] fm/ 
by this statement, action, or law © | hereby pro- 
nounce you man and wife. 


heredity /ha'red-at-i/ n [U] biology the natural 
process by which parents pass on to their children 
through their GENES the characteristics that make 
them related 
hereditary /ha'red-a,ter-i/ adj [not gradable] 
caused by or having to do with heredity 


herein /hir'1n/ adv [not gradable] fm/ in this © All 
opinions expressed herein are solely those of the 
author. 


heresy /‘her-a-si/ n [C/U] a belief opposed to the 
official belief of a church and that is considered 
wrong, or the condition of having such beliefs © 
[U] (fig.) The concept of college athletes being paid 
to play sports was received as nothing short of 
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heresy (= unusual opinions considered completely 
wrong). 


heretic /‘her-a,tik/ n [C] a person who has be- 
liefs that are opposed to the official belief of a 
church and that the church considers wrong 


herewith /hir'wi6, -'wi@/ adv [not gradable] fm! 
with this letter or other official written material © / 
enclose three documents herewith. 


heritage /‘her:at-1d3/ n [U] features belonging 
to the culture of a particular society, such as tra- 
ditions, languages, or buildings, which come from 
the past and are still important © The organization 
is devoted to preserving our cultural heritage. 


hermetically /har'met-1-kli/ adv [not grada- 

ble] tightly closed so that air cannot enter or es- 
cape O The space vehicle must be hermetically 
sealed. 


hermit /'h3r-mat/ n[C] a person who lives alone 
and apart from society 


hernia /‘har-ni:-9/ n [C] a medical condition in 
which part of an organ, such as the INTESTINES, 
pushes through a layer of muscle that encloses it 


hero /‘hir-ou, '‘hi:-rou/, female heroine /'her-a- 
wen/ n[C] pi heroes 1 a person admired for brav- 
ery, great achievements, or good qualities 2 Jit- 
erature The hero is the main character of a story, 
play, or movie. 
heroic /hr'rou-1k, hi:-/ adj [not gradable] © The 
ceremony at City Hall honored the heroic acts of fire- 
fighters who lost their lives. 
heroics /ht'rou-tks, hi:-/ p/n unusual actions or 
achievements that are far greater than what is ex- 
pected © Her heroics in the last minute of the game 
gave the team a two-point victory. 
heroism /‘her-,wiz:am, 'hir-/ n[U] great brav- 
ery © an act of heroism 


hero (sandwich) /‘hir-ou, 'hi:-rou/, regional 
US submarine (sandwich), regional US hoagie, re- 
gional US grinder, regional US poor boy n [C] p/ he- 
roes regional US a long, narrow sandwich filled with 
such things as meat, cheese, and vegetables 


heroin /‘her-a-wan/ n[U] a powerful illegal drug 
Iheroine /‘her-9-wan/ n [C] © See at HERO 


heron /‘her-an/ n[C] a large bird with long legs 
and a long neck that lives near water 


herpes /‘h3r-pi:z/ n [U] any of several infectious 
diseases in which painful red sores appear on the 
skin 

herring /‘her-19/ n [C/U] a long silver fish that 
swims in large groups in the sea and is used as food 


thers /h3rz/ pronoun female belonging to the per- 
son mentioned, or that which belongs to her © I've 
been a friend of hers for years. O Hers is the second 
house. 


herself /har'self/ pronoun female 1 the female be- 
ing spoken about, the reflexive form of she © She 
kept telling herself that nothing was wrong. 2 Herself 
is sometimes used to emphasize a female subject 


or object of a sentence: She herself was to blame. 
3 If a woman or girl does something (all) by her- 
self, she does it alone or without help from any- 
one: Holly wrote her name all by herself. 4 If a 
woman or girl is not herself, she is not in her usual 
mental or physical condition: Janeen hasn't been 
herself recently. 5 |f a woman or girl has something 
(all) to herself, she has it for her own use only: 
She’s got the house all to herself while her husband 
iS away. 


hertz /harts/, abbreviation Hz n [{U] physics the 
standard unit for measuring the frequency (= the 
rate of repetition) of a WAVE ENERGY FORM. One 
hertz equals one repetition per second. 


he’s /hi:z, i:z/ contraction of he is or he has © He’s 
(= He is) late. © He’s (= He has) got $12 left. 


hesitate /'hez:a tert/ v [I] to pause before you 
do or say something, often because you are un- 
certain or nervous about it © [+ fo infinitive] /f you 
need anything, don’t hesitate to call me. 
hesitation /,hez:a'ter-fan/ n [U] © There was 
some hesitation about inviting him. 
hesitant /‘hez-a-tant/ adj © [+ to infinitive] The 
bank manager is hesitant to approve the loan. 


heterogeneous /,het:a-ra'd3i:-ni:-as, -njas/ 
adj fmi consisting of different parts or types O With 
many ethnic groups represented, the student body is 
very heterogeneous. O Compare HOMOGENEOUS 


heterosexual /,het-9:ra'sek: fa-wal/, infm/ het- 
ero /‘het:9,rou/ n[C] a person who is sexually at- 
tracted to people of the opposite sex © Compare 
HOMOSEXUAL 
heterosexual /,het-a-ra'sek-fa-wal/ adj [not 
gradable] 


heterotroph /‘het:a-rou ,trouf, -,traf/ n [C] bi- 
ology a living thing that gets its food from other 
plants or animals 
heterotrophic /,het-a-rou'trou-fik/ adj [not 
gradable] 


heterozygous /,het-a-rou'zai-gas/ adj [not 
gradable] biology having two different forms of a 
GENE that controls one characteristic, and there- 
fore able to pass either form to the young 


hew CUT /hju:/ v [T] past simp. hewed, past part. 
hewed, hewn to cut something by hitting it re- 
peatedly with a cutting tool © The monument was 
hewn out of stone. 

OBEY /hju:/ v [I] past simp. hewed, past part. hewed 
to obey or behave according to (rules, principles, 
or expectations) O He never states his own opinion 
but hews to the party line. 


hexagon /‘hek-sa,gan/ n [C] geometry a flat 
shape that has six straight sides » Picture: 
geometry 


hexane /'hek-sein/ n [C] chemistry any of sev- 
eral colorless liquids that burn easily and are found 
in PETROLEUM 


hey /he1/ exclamation infml used to get someone’s 
attention, or to express surprise, pleasure, or ques- 
tioning © Hey, you guys, wait for me! 
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heyday /‘her-der/ n[C usually sing] a period of 
great success, popularity, or power © In its heyday, 
Pittsburgh was a center of the steel and coal 
industries. 


hii /hat/ exclamation used as an informal greeting 
© Hi, how are you doing? 


hiatus /har'eit-as/ n [C usually sing] a short 
pause in which nothing happens, or a space where 
something no longer is © Peace talks resumed this 
week after a five-month hiatus. 


hibernate /‘har-ber nert/ v [I] (of some ani- 
mals) to spend the winter months in a state like 
sleep 
hibernation /,hat-bar'net-fan/ n [U] 


hiccup, hiccough /‘hik-ap, -ap/ n [C usually pl] 
one of a series of sudden, explosive releases of air 
from the throat, which are difficult to control but 
usually stop after a short time © | ve got the hiccups. 
hiccup, hiccough /'hik-ap, -ap/ v [I] -p-, -pp- © 
She couldn’t stop hiccuping. 


hick /hik/ n[C] disapproving 1 a person from a rural 
area who has little knowledge of culture and city 
life 2 A hick town is a rural town with few 
attractions. 


hickory /‘hik-a-ri/ n [C/U] a small tree from 
North America or east Asia that has edible nuts, or 
the hard wood from this tree 


hide PREVENT FINDING /hard/ v [I/T] past simp. 
hid, past part. hidden 1 to put something or some- 
one in a place where the person or thing cannot 
be seen or found, or to put yourself somewhere 
where you cannot be seen or found © [T] She used 
to hide her diary under her pillow. © [\] Tommy ran 
and hid behind his dad. 2 \f you hide your feelings, 
you do not show them: [T] She tried to hide her 
disappointment. 3 If you hide information from 
someone, you do not let that person know it: [T] 
He said nothing is wrong, but | think he’s hiding 
something. 
hiding /'hatd-1n/ n Someone who is in hiding or 
goes into hiding has secretly gone somewhere so 
he or she cannot be found. © The family remained 
in hiding until they were rescued. 


SKIN /hard/ n [C/U] 1 the strong thick skin of an 

animal that is used for making leather o [C] He 
began scraping the hide to prepare it for tanning. 2 
A person’s hide is that person’s self, esp. when in 
trouble: [C] He expects me to save his hide every 
time he screws up. 


PHRASAL VERB with hide 


ehide out to stay somewhere where you cannot 
be found © Criminals often hide out in these empty 
apartments. 


hide-and-seek n [U] a game in which several 
children hide while one child counts to a particular 
number without watching the others and then 
tries to find them 


hideaway /‘haid-9,wei/ n [C] a place where 
someone goes when the person wants to relax and 
get away © a country hideaway 


hideous /‘hid-i:-2s/ adj offensive, extremely 
ugly, or shocking © The bathroom was pink and 
green and silver — it was absolutely hideous. 


hideout /‘haid-aut/ n [C] a secret place where 
someone can go when the person does not want 
to be found by other people © We made our hideout 
under the bushes. 


hierarchy ® /‘hat-a,rar-ki, 'har,rar-/ n [C] so- 
cial studies a system in which people or things are 
put at various levels or ranks according to their 
importance © He rapidly rose in the corporate 
hierarchy. 
hierarchical @ /,hat-9,rar-k1-k®l/ adj arranged 
in an order from the most to the least important 


hieroglyphics /har-a-ra'glif-tks, ,hat-ra-/ pin 
pictures or symbols that represent words, used in 
the writing system of ancient Egypt 


hifalutin /,hat-fa'lu:t-9n/ adj infm! HIGHFALUTIN 


hi-fi /‘hat'far/ n [C/U] dated the sound produced 
by electronic equipment that plays recorded music 
very accurately, or the equipment itself 


high DISTANCE /hat/ adj [-er/-est only] (esp. of 
things that are not living) being a large distance 
from top to bottom or a long way above the 
ground, or having the stated distance from top to 
bottom © Mount Everest is the highest mountain in 
the world. © We had to climb over a wall that was 
ten feet high. 
high /hat/ adv [-er/-est only] © The Concorde flies 
much higher than most airplanes. 


ABOVE AVERAGE /hat/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 greater 
than the usual level © high standards of quality © 
high salaries 0 a high level of concentration © She 
was driving at high speed on a wet road. © The com- 
panies produce high-quality olive oils. 2 Something’s 
high point is the time when it is the most success- 
ful, enjoyable, important, or valuable: The high 
point of my week is arriving home from work on a 
Friday evening. 
high /hat/ n [C] © Interest rates have reached an 
all-time high. 
higher /'hat-ar/ adj [not gradable] more devel- 
oped or advanced © higher species of animals 
highly /‘hat-li/ adv 0 a highly paid job 0 We need 
a highly skilled, highly educated workforce. 

IMPORTANT /hat/ adj [-er/-est only] having power, 
great influence, or an important position © He is 
an officer of high rank. © She has a lot of friends in 
high places (= in positions of power). 
highly /'har-li/ adv © The statement was made by 
a highly placed official (= a person in an important 
position). 

SOUND /hat/ adj [-er/-est only] near or at the top 
of the range of sounds © Dog whistles play notes 
that are too high for human beings to hear. 


FEELING HAPPY /hai/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 feeling 
extremely happy, excited, or full of energy Oo He 
was so high after winning the race that he couldn't 
sit still. 2 Someone who is in high spirits is ex- 
tremely happy and is enjoying the situation: She 
was in high spirits after scoring the winning basket. 
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high /hat/ n [C usually sing] © There are lots of 
highs and lows in this job. 


WORD FAMILY high 

high 

Adjectives high 
higher 


Nouns Adverbs high 


highly 


IDIOMS with high 


e(it’s) high time infmi (it is) past the time when 
something should have happened © It’s high time 
you got that bad knee looked at by a doctor! © Com- 
pare (IT’S) ABOUT TIME at ABOUT IDIOM 

ein high gear very active and productive O The 
movie really goes into high gear when Williams ap- 
pears on screen. 


high and low adv everywhere © | searched 
high and low for my keys, and | still can’t find them. 


high beams p/n the lights on the front of a car 
when they are switched to their brightest level o 
Compare LOW BEAMS 


high blood pressure »n [U] a medical con- 
dition in which the force of the blood against the 
walls of the ARTERIES as the blood travels through 
them is greater than is considered healthy 


highbrow /‘har-brau/ adj (of literature, art, mu- 
sic, films, or plays) serious and intended for intel- 
ligent educated people who know a lot about 
these forms of art, or (of people) intelligent and 
knowing a lot about such things © highbrow enter- 
tainment © a highbrow intellectual O Compare LOW- 
BROW; MIDDLEBROW 


high chair n [C] a chair with long legs and usu- 
ally with a small table connected to it for a baby 
or a small child to eat from 


high-class adj of very good quality 0 a high- 
class hotel 


high court n [U] infm/ the SUPREME COURT 


higher education n [U] education at a col- 
lege or university where subjects are studied in 
great detail and at an advanced level 


highfalutin, hifalutin /,hai-fo'lu:t-°n/ adj infm! 
trying to seem very important or serious without 
having a good reason for doing so; PRETENTIOUS 
© highfalutin language 


high fidelity, short form hi-fi n [U] the sound 
produced by electronic equipment of very good 
quality that plays recorded music very accurately 


high heels, high-heeled shoes p/n shoes usu- 
ally worn by women that have a very tall piece on 
the bottom that lifts the back of the foot higher 
than the front 


high jinks, hijinks /‘har-d3igks/ n [U] dated en- 
ergetic behavior in which people do amusing or 
entertaining things or sometimes behave slightly 
badly © The dancers let loose with some fancy foot- 
work and high finks. 


high jump n [U] a sport in which competitors 
try to jump over a bar that can be raised higher 
after each jump 


highlands /‘hai-lenz/ p/n an area with moun- 
tains O Melting snow in the highlands is causing 
flooding in the valley. 


high-level adj very important © a high-level sci- 
entist/conference 


highlight © EMPHASIZE /‘har-lart/ v [T] to at- 
tract attention to or emphasize something impor- 
tant © The report highlights the need for increased 
funding. 

BEST PART /‘har-lait/ n [C] the best, most impor- 
tant, or most interesting part © The highlight of our 
trip to New York was going to the top of the Empire 
State Building. 

BRIGHT AREA /‘hat-lait/ n[C usually pl] a bright or 
lighter-colored area on the surface of something, 
esp. on a painting 

highlighter /‘hat latt-ar/ n [C] a pen with a 
wide writing end and bright, transparent ink 


which is used to color parts of a text to make them 
easier to find later 


high-minded adj having moral standards that 
are above average 


Highness /‘har-nas/ n [C] fmi a title used when 
referring to an important member of a family that 
rules a country © His Royal Highness Prince Michael 


high noon n [UJ exactly twelve o'clock in the 
middle of the day, when the sun should be at its 
highest point in the sky 


high-pitched adj having a high and some- 
times also loud or unpleasant sound © The combi- 
nation of Pierce’s tenor sax and Roney’s high-pitched 
trumpet was exciting. 


high-powered POWERFUL adj having a lot of 
power or strength © a high-powered microscope 

IMPORTANT adj having the skill, experience, 
knowledge, or authority needed to get important 
things done © He’s one of the most high-powered 
men in the capital. 


high-pressure STRESS aqj involving a lot of 
stress because of the high expectations of others 
© a high-pressure job 

FORCE adj 1 having or using a lot of force © high- 
pressure hoses 2 earth science High-pressure also 
means having a high BAROMETRIC PRESSURE (= 
amount of force on the earth’s surface caused by 
the weight of the air). 


high-profile adj attracting a lot of attention 
and interest from the public 0 He has many high- 
profile clients. 


high-rise n [C] a tall, modern building with a 
lot of floors 


high roller n [C] someone who risks a lot of 
money, esp. to win more money 


high school /‘ha-sku:l/ n [C/U] a school for 
children who are about 15 to 18 years old that is 
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usually divided into GRADES nine through twelve 
or ten through twelve © [U] Cory will be starting 
high school in September. 


high-speed adj moving or operating at a fast 
rate O a high-speed drill 


high-spirited agjfull of energy and happiness 
© a high-spirited young horse 


high-strung adj easily becoming worried or 
upset, and finding it difficult to relax O As a teen- 
ager she was high-strung and restless. 


high-tech, hi-tech adj using the most advanced 
machines and methods © Only a few teaching hos- 
pitals have those new, high-tech devices. 


high tide n [U] the time when the ocean 
reaches its highest level O Compare LOW TIDE 


high-tops p/ na type of SNEAKERS (= cloth shoes 
esp. worn for sports) that cover the feet and the 
bottoms of the legs © / got a new pair of high-tops 
yesterday. 


high treason n [U] the crime of making war 

against the government of your country, or at- 
tempting to help an enemy take control of your 
country 


high-voltage adj having a very strong electric 
current moving through it 


highway /‘har-we1/ n[C] a road, esp. a big road 
that joins cities or towns together © The interstate 
highways are usually faster, but smaller roads can be 
more scenic. 


hijack /‘hat-d3zek/ v [T] 1 to force someone to 
give you control of a vehicle, aircraft, or ship that 
is in the middle of a trip © Gunmen tried to hijack 
their truck. 2 Someone who hijacks someone else’s 
ideas or plans uses those ideas and claims to have 
created them: The movie hijacks some of its style 
from “Blade Runner.” 
hijacker /‘hat ,d3zek: ar/ n[C] a person who takes 
control of a vehicle by force 
hijacking /‘hat ,d3eek-1n/ n [C/U] © [U] He's a 
leading suspect in the hijacking of the jetliner. 


hike WALK /hark/ v [I] to walk a long distance, 
esp. in the countryside O We plan to hike from lake 
to lake. © I’ve got to hike back to my car to get my 
jacket. 
hike /hatk/ n[C] © a 10-mile hike 
hiker /'hat-kar/ n [C] © The wooded area is attrac- 
tive to hikers and hunters. 


INCREASE /hark/ n [C] an increase in the cost of 
something, esp. a large or unwanted increase © a 
tax hike 
hike /hatk/ v [T] © Dairies have hiked milk prices 
again. 


hilarious /hil'er-i:-as, -'eer-/ adj extremely 
amusing and causing a lot of laughter © Her jokes 
are absolutely hilarious. 


hill /hil/ n [C] 1 an area of land that slopes up to 
a point higher than the surrounding land and then 
slopes down again, but which is smaller than a 
mountain © They built a house on the top of a hill, 
overlooking the town. 0 The highway runs through 


rolling hills (= land that gradually slopes up and 
down). 2 infm! The Hill is CAPITOL HILL. 

hilly /‘hil-i/ adj © The plane crashed in a hilly, 
heavily wooded area. 


hillbilly /‘hil,bil-i/ n [C] disapproving a person 
from a rural area who lacks is not familiar with 
modern ideas and popular culture, esp. someone 
who lives in the mountains or far from cities or 
towns in the southeastern US 


hillside /‘hil-sard/ n [C] the sloping surface of a 
hill between its top and bottom 


hilt /hilt/ n [C] the handle of a sharp, pointed 
weapon, esp. of a SWORD 


IDIOM with hilt 


eto the hilt as much as possible 0 We’re already 
being taxed to the hilt. 


him /him, 1m/ pronoun male 1 the male being spo- 
ken about, who has already been mentioned; the 
objective form of he 0 Why don’t you give him his 
present? © We've just got a new cat, but we haven't 
thought of a name for him yet. 2 Him is also used 
to refer to a person whose sex is not known: If 
anyone causes a problem, get rid of him. © USAGE: 
Some people find this use of him to be offensive. 


himself /him'self, —/ pronoun male 1 the male 
being spoken about; the reflexive form of he © He 
bought himself a new coat. 2 Himself is sometimes 
used to emphasize a male subject or object of a 
sentence: | got to meet the president himself. 3 Him- 
self is also used to refer to a person whose sex Is 
not known: | hope nobody’s hurt himself. 0 USAGE: 
Some people find this use of him to be offensive. 
4 If aman or boy does something (all) by himself, 
he does it alone or without help from anyone else: 
Jamie made that snowman all by himself. 5 Ifa man 
or boy is not himself, he is not in his usual mental 
or physical condition: Hugh hasn’t been himself 
since the accident. 6 If aman or boy has something 
(all) to himself, he has it for his own use only: He’s 
got the house to himself tonight. 


hind /haind/ adj [not gradable] at the back of an 
animal’s body © Phil’s dog stands on her hind legs 
to greet me. 


hinder /'hin-dar/ v [T] fm! to limit the ability of 
someone to do something, or to limit the devel- 
opment of something © A poor diet can hinder men- 
tal and physical growth. © | don’t know if these 
changes are going to help or hinder the team. 
hindrance /'hin-drans/ n [C/U] fm o [C] Often 
his training has proved a hindrance rather than a 
help. 


hindquarters /‘haind,kwa:rt-arz/ p/ n the 
back part of an animal with four legs 


hindsight /‘hatnd-sart/ n [U] the ability to un- 
derstand, after something has happened, why or 
how it was done and how it might have been done 
better O They are ideas that, in hindsight, often seem 
hair-brained. 


Hindu /‘hin-du:/ n [C] a member of the main 
religion of India, which is based on four holy texts, 


z bat | ahot | ai bite | av house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | acut | 9 alone 


451 history 


has a very long history, and supports the belief that 
when a person or creature dies, the spirit returns 
to life in another body © There are more than 500 
million Hindus in the world. 

Hindu /'hin-du:/ adj [not gradable] © a Hindu god 
Hinduism /‘hin-du:,1z-am/ n [U] the Hindu 
religion 


hinge /‘hind3/ n [C] a folding device, usually 
made of metal, that is attached to a door, gate, or 
lid on one side, allowing it to open and close 


PHRASAL VERB with hinge 


ehinge on/upon something to depend on some- 
thing, or to need something in order to be suc- 
cessful © The case hinges on the evidence of a single 
eyewitness. 


hint INDIRECT STATEMENT /hint/n[C] 1 a state- 
ment or action that suggests what a person thinks 
or wants in an indirect way © [+ that clause] When 
he yawned and looked at his watch, | took it as a 
hint that we should leave. 2 A hint is also a piece of 
advice that helps you to do something: hints on 
ways to save money 
hint /hint/ v[I/T] © [+ that clause] My parents have 
hinted that they'll pay for a European vacation after 
! graduate from college. 


SMALL AMOUNT /hint/ n [C usually sing] a small 
amount of something © /t was the first cool day of 
September, and there was a hint of autumn in the 
air. 


hinterland /‘hint-ar lzend, -lend/, hinterlands 
n[U] a region in the middle part of a country, esp. 
a large country, that is far from cities or the coast 
© The touring theater group took its production into 
the hinterland. 


hip BODY PART /hip/ n[C] the part on either side 
of the body where the legs are attached to the 
upper part of the body, or either of the joints at 
the PELVIS (= bowl-shaped bones) where the legs 
are attached © Arthritis is causing pain and stiffness 
in your hips. 

KNOWING /hip/ adj -pp- approving slang knowing a 
lot about what the most modern fashions are, esp. 
in music, social behavior, and styles of clothes 


hip-hop /‘hip-hap/ n [U] a type of popular, Af- 
rican-American music with songs about politics 
and society, and words spoken rather than sung 


‘hippie, hippy /‘hip-i/ n[C] a young person, esp. 
in the late 1960s and early 1970s, who typically 
had long hair, believed in peace, and opposed 
many accepted ideas about how to live 


hippopotamus /,hip-9'pat-a-mas/, short form 
hippo /‘hip-ou/ n[C] a large, dark gray animal of 
Africa that lives in or near rivers and that has a big 
head, short legs, and thick skin 


‘hire /hair/ v[T] to start to employ someone o You 
ought to hire a lawyer to handle your taxes. 
hire /hair/ n[C] an employee © Those retiring will 
be replaced by new hires. 


his /hiz, 1z/ pronoun male 1 belonging to or con- 
nected with the person mentioned; the possessive 
form of he, often used before a noun © Joe left his 
car parked with the lights on. © Isn't this Kevin's um- 
brella? | think it’s his. 2 His is also used to refer to 
a person whose sex is not known: Anyone who 
drives his car that fast is asking for trouble. O USAGE: 
Some people find this use of his to be offensive. 


Hispanic /hi'spzen-1k/ adj [not gradable] con- 
nected with a person who lives in the US but who 
originally came from or whose family came from 
Spanish-speaking Latin America © The US Hispanic 
population totaled more than 22 million in 1990. 
Hispanic /hr 'spaen-1k/ n [C] © Hispanics make up 
a large proportion of the population of Miami. 


Hispanic-American n[C] aUS citizen of His- 
panic origin 


hiss /his/ v [I] to make a noise like the sound of 
the letter ~s7 
hiss /his/ n[C] 0 We heard the loud hiss of escaping 
gas. 


histogram /‘his-ta-graem/ a type of GRAPH (= 
drawing) that shows how many items fall within 
each group 


history PAST EVENTS /‘his-ta-ri, -tri/ n [C/U] 
(the study of) past events considered together, 
esp. events or developments of a particular period, 
country, or subject © [U] /’m taking a course in 
American history. © [C] I’m reading a history of jazz 
(= a book that describes the development of this 
music). 
historian /hi'sto:r-is-an, -'stour-/ n[C] someone 
who writes about or studies history 
historic /hi'sto:r-tk, -'star-/ adj [not gradable] (of 
a thing or event) important when studied as part 
of the past © historic buildings and monuments 
historical /hr'sto:r-1-kal, -'star-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] connected with the study or representation of 
things from the past © The library has an important 
collection of historical documents. 
historically /hi'stoir-1-kli, -'star-/ advo Many of 
the historically accurate costumes created for the 
show will eventually be in museums. 


CONFUSABLES 
history or story? 
History means all the events that happened in 
the past. 
He's studying medieval history in college. 
A story is a description of real or imaginary 
events, often told to entertain people. 
The story is about two friends traveling across 
India. 
Fhe-historyis-abouttwo-triendstraveling 
aerossindia: 


WORD FAMILY history 
Nouns historian Adjectives historic 


history prehistoric 


historical 


Adverbs historically 
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PRESCOT 


REPEATED HAPPENINGS /‘his-ta-ri, -tri/ n[C usually 
sing] something that has been done or experi- 
enced by a particular person or thing many times 
over a long period © Our family has a history of 
diabetes. 


histrionic /,his-tri:'an-tk/ adj (of behavior) 
showing a lot of emotion in order to persuade oth- 
ers or attract attention © a histrionic performance 
histrionics /,hts-tri:'an-1ks/ p! nloud, emotional 
behavior that does not seem sincere © Both lawyers 
indulged in courtroom histrionics. 


hit TOUCH FORCEFULLY /hit/ v [T] pres. part. hit- 
ting, past hit 1 to touch quickly and forcefully, with 
the hand or an object © Don’t hit your little brother! 
© They were throwing rocks, and one of the rocks hit 
a window and broke it. © She must have fallen 
asleep, and the car hit a tree. 2 If something hits 
part of your body, or you hit it, you come up 
against it by accident: He’s so tall he keeps hitting 
his head when he goes through a doorway. 3 Some- 
one who is hit by a bullet or explosive weapon is 
injured by it: One journalist was hit in the leg by a 
stray bullet. 
hit /hrt/ n[C] © The hospital took a direct hit from 
a bomb. 


WORD CHOICES itt iaiaaaeaamnn me 


Whack means the same as “hit” but is slightly 
more informal. 


She whacked the water with her paddle. 


Bash is an informal word that means to hit 
someone or something hard. 


The swinging door bashed him in the face. 


Strike can be used when someone hits a person 
or thing hard. 
She had been struck on the head with a golf 
ball. 
lf someone hits someone or something repeat- 
edly, you could use the word beat. 
He was cruel to his dog and beat it with a 
stick. 
Punch or thump are used when someone hits 
a person with a fist. 
He punched/thumped me in the stomach. 
If someone hits a person with the flat part of 
the hand, the words slap or smack are often 
used. 


She slapped him across the face. 
You shouldn’t smack a child for lying. 


Deck is a slang word that you could use when 
someone hits a person so hard that the person 
falls over. 


If you do that again, I'll deck you. 


HAVE EFFECT /hit/ v [T] pres. part. hitting, past hit 1 
to have an unpleasant or negative effect on a per- 
son or thing © Commuters are going to be hit hard 
by the rise in gasoline prices. 2 infmi lf an important 
fact hits you, you suddenly understand the mean- 
ing of it: It just hit me that once she leaves, | may 
never see her again. 


ARRIVE AT /hit/ v [1] pres. part. hitting, past hit infm! 
to arrive at a place, position, or state © The com- 
pany’s profits hit an all-time high last year. 


SUCCESS /hit/ n[C] someone or something that is 
very popular or successful © The musical is one of 
the biggest hits on Broadway. 


BASEBALL /hit/ v [T] to make a thrown baseball 
move within the playing area by touching it with 
a BAT (= stick) © Rodriguez hit a high fly ball that 
was caught by the shortstop. 
hit /hrt/ n[C] a BASE HIT © Jason had three hits in 
four times at bat. 
hitter /'hit-ar/ n[C] a player in baseball who hits 
the ball with the BAT (= stick) © Babe Ruth is famous 
as one of the best hitters in baseball. 


IDIOMS with hit 


ehit home to become completely understood © 
The full horror of the war hit home when we started 
seeing pictures of the wounded soldiers on TV. 

ehit it off (with someone) to be friendly with each 
other immediately © We had similar ideas about the 
show, and the two of us hit it off right away. 

ehit the books infm/ to begin to study in a serious 
and determined way © | have to hit the books this 
weekend — | have two exams next week. 

ehit the deck to lie down suddenly so that you 
are hidden or sheltered from something danger- 
ous © When we heard an explosion, everybody hit 
the deck. 

«hit the ground running to be ready to work im- 
mediately on a new activity © She studied the re- 
ports over the weekend so she could hit the ground 
running when the meeting began. 

ehit the jackpot to succeed © / think we hit the 
jackpot with the advertising — our sales have 
doubled. 

ehit the nail on the head to be exactly right 
about something © | think David hit the nail on the 
head when he said that kids won’t want to buy this 
product. 

ehit the road infm/ to leave a place or begin a trip 
0 I'd love to stay longer but it’s really time to hit the 
road. 

hit the roof, hit the ceiling to become extremely 
angry © Dad will hit the roof when he finds out | 
dented the car. 

ehit the sack, hit the hay infm/ to go to bed in 
order to sleep © I’ve got a busy day tomorrow, so ! 
think Ill hit the sack. 

ehit the skids to fail © His career hit the skids after 
his illness. O Compare ON THE SKIDS at SKID IDIOM 
«something hits the spot infmi this is exactly what 
| needed or wanted © That ice cream sandwich re- 
ally hit the spot! 


PHRASAL VERBS with hit 


ehit back to attack or criticize someone who has 
attacked or criticized you © In tonight’s speech, the 
attorney general is expected to hit back at his critics. 
ehit on someone slang to show someone in a direct 
way that you are attracted to him or her 

ehit on/upon something to think of an idea un- 
expectedly or unintentionally © When we first hit 
on the idea, everyone told us it would never work. 
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ehit up someone [M] infmi to ask someone for 
something, esp. money © She tried to hit me up for 
a loan till payday, but | didn’t have any money to 
give her. 


hit-and-run ACCIDENT adj involving a driver 
who hits and injures a person with a car and leaves 
without telling anyone about it © a hit-and-run 
accident 

ATTACK adj involving an attack by a military group 
in which the group leaves immediatly after attack- 
ing 0 a hit-and-run mission 


hitch DIFFICULTY /hit{/ n[C] a difficulty or trou- 
bling fact esp. in a situation that is generally posi- 
tive © | finally did get a job offer that sounded perfect 
— the only hitch was the low salary. 0 The taping at 
Channel 4 went off without a hitch (= perfectly). 

RIDE /hit{/ v{T] to get a free ride in someone else’s 
road vehicle as a way of traveling 0 Nancy hitched 
a ride with her husband's cousin. 

FASTEN /hitJ/ v[T] to fasten something to another 
thing, such as a vehicle © We just need to hitch the 
trailer to the car and then we can go. 


hitchhike /‘hitJ-haik/ v [I] to travel by getting 
a free ride in someone else’s road vehicle © It took 
six days to hitchhike across Minnesota. 
hitchhiker /‘hits ,hat-kar/ n [C] 


hi-tech /‘hai 'tek/ adj HIGH-TECH 


hither /'hid-ar/ adv [not gradable] old use to or 
toward this place 0 Come hither! 


hitherto /‘hid-ar ,tu:/ adv [not gradable] fm/un- 
til now or until a particular time O Economic aid has 
been offered to hitherto depressed people. 


hit list n [C] a list of people, groups, or organi- 
zations that someone, esp. in politics, intends to 
take unpleasant action against © He’s on the presi- 
dent’s hit list because he helped defeat the tax bill. 


hit-or-miss, hit-and-miss adj as likely to be bad 
as to be good, esp. because of not being planned 
or organized well © The service you get in these big 
stores can be hit-or-miss, depending on the sales- 
person you talk to. 


HIV n [U] abbreviation for 1 human immunodefi- 
ciency virus (= the virus that causes AIDS) 2 Some- 
one who is HIV-positive is infected with HIV but 
might not have AIDS, or might not develop it for 
a long time. 


hive /hatv/ n[C] a place where bees live, esp. a 
BEEHIVE (= container), or the group of bees living 
there 


hives /harvz/ n[U] a condition in which a person’s 
skin develops swollen red areas, often suddenly, 
esp. as a reaction to something the person has 
eaten 0 Eating shellfish makes me break out in hives. 


hm, h’m, hmm /h®m/ exclamation a sound made 
when someone is thinking about something or 
needs more time to decide what to say 


HMO n [C] p! HMOs abbreviation for HEALTH MAIN- 
TENANCE ORGANIZATION 


hoard /ho:rd, hourd/ v [T] to collect a large sup- 
ply of something, more than you need now, often 
because you think you will not be able to get it 
later © Many people hoarded food in wartime. 


hoarse /ho:rs, hours/ adj (of a voice) sounding 
weak and not very well controlled, often because 
it has been used too much or the speaker has a 
cold © He was hoarse from shouting. 


hoax /houks/ n [C] a plan to deceive a large 
group of people; a trick © /t is a cruel hoax, she said, 
to encourage people to think they have a real chance 
to win the lottery. 


hobble /‘hab-al/ v [I/T] to walk with difficulty in 
an awkward way, or to cause someone to walk in 
this way, usually because of an injury to the feet or 
legs © [I always + adv/prep] He hobbled over on 
crutches. 


hobby /‘hab-i/ n [C] an activity that you do for 
pleasure when you are not working © Sonya’s hob- 
bies include traveling, sailing, and reading fiction. 


hobnob /‘hab-nab/ v [I always + adv/prep] -bb- 
to spend time being friendly with someone who is 
important or famous © She often gets her picture in 
the papers, hobnobbing with the rich and famous. 


hobo /‘hou-bou/ n[C] p/hobos, hoboes a person 
who does not have a job or a house to live in, and 
so moves from one place to another 


hock /hak/ v [T] infm! to exchange in return for 
borrowing money; PAWN © to hock jewelry 
hock /hak/ n To be in hock is to have a debt: The 
state is in hock already, with a $13 billion deficit. 


hockey /‘hak-i/, ice hockey n [U] a game played 
on ice between two teams of eleven players who 
each have a curved stick with which the player tries 
to put the PUCK (= small, hard, rubber disk) into 
the other team’s goal 


hegae /hou-ka'spou-kas/ n [U] tricks 

used to deceive or words used to hide what is hap- 
pening, esp. by making the actual situation diffi- 
cult to understand © Like so many politicians, he 
relies on a lot of statistical hocus-pocus. 


hodgepodge /‘had3-pad3/ n[C usually sing] a 
confused mixture of different things © It was a 
hodgepodge of theories. 


hoe /hou/ n[C] a garden tool with a long handle 
and a short blade, used to remove WEEDS (= un- 
wanted plants) and break up the surface of the 
ground 


hog ANIMAL /hag, ho:g/ n [C] a pig, esp. one 
allowed to grow large so that it can be used as 
food 

PERSON /hag, ho:g/ n[C] infml, disapproving a person 
who takes more than necessary of something, esp. 
food © Don’t be a hog - take only as much as you 
can eat. 
hog /hag, ho:9/ v [T] -gg- infmi, disapproving © He's 
always hogging the newspaper (= using it so that 
no one else can read it). 

hogwash [‘hag:waf, ‘horg-wa:f/ n [U] non- 
sense, or words intended to deceive © His answer 
was pure hogwash. 
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ho-hum /‘hou'ham/ adj infmi not interesting; 
boring © The chess match was a ho-hum affair, end- 
ing in a draw. 


hoist /hoist/ v [T] to lift something heavy, often 
with special equipment © Tomorrow the final sec- 
tion of the bridge will be hoisted into place. 


hokey /‘hou-ki/ adj infm! too emotional or artifi- 
cial to be believed © The ending of the movie was 
hokey, but otherwise it was OK. 


hokum /'hou-kam/ n[U] nonsense © This report 
on the causes of crime is pure hokum. 


hold TAKE FIRMLY /hould/ v [I/T] past held 1 to 
take and keep something in your hand or arms © 
[T] The nurse held the child in her arms. © [1] Hold 
tight (= firmly) to the railing. 2 \f you hold your 
nose, you press your nose tightly between thumb 
and finger to close it. 3 When two people hold 
hands, each one takes the other person’s hand in 
his or her hand, esp. to show affection. 
hold /hould/ n [U] © Don’t lose hold of the dog’s 
leash. © If you can get/grab/take hold of that end of 
the box, Ill take this end and we'll lift it. 


WORD CHOICES hold =i i 


Clasp or grip can be used when you hold some- 
thing very tightly. 

The baby gripped my finger with her tiny 

hand. 

He reached out to clasp Lindsay’s hand. 
Clutch is often used when someone holds 
something tightly, especially because of fear, 
anxiety, Or pain. 

Silent and pale, she clutched her mother’s 

hand. 
If someone holds something and does not 
want to let go, you could use the verb cling. 

One little girl was clinging onto a cuddly toy. 
Hang on is used when someone continues 
holding something. 

The child was hanging on to her mother’s 

skirt. 
If you hold someone or something gently, es- 
pecially by supporting that person or thing in 
your arms, you could use the verb cradle. 

She cradled him tenderly in her arms. 

Grasp or grab can be used when someone sud- 
denly reaches out and holds something. 

She grasped his hand in a gesture of 

sympathy. 

He grabbed the rope and pulled it hard. 

You could use the verb wield if someone is 
holding a weapon or tool and looks as if he or 
she is going to use it. 

We found him wielding a power drill on the 

deck of his beach house. 


MOVE AWAY /hould/ v [always + adv/prep] past 
held to move something away from your body © 
[M] Rosie held an apple out to the horse. 0 [M] Close 
your eyes and hold out your hands. © [M] All those 
who agree, please hold your hand up. 


KEEP IN PLACE /hould/ v [always + adv/prep] past 
held to keep something in a particular place or 
position © [M] Could you hold the door open for me, 
please? © [M] | can’t fasten this skirt unless | hold my 
stomach in (= keep it tight with my muscles so that 
it does not stick out). © [M] Each wheel is held on 
by/with four bolts. © [M] Individual parts are held 
together with glue. © [I] Hold still (= Do not move)! 
hold /hould/ n [C] (in some sports) a position in 
which one person prevents another from moving 
0 In karate, beginners learn several simple holds. 
holder /‘houl-dar/ n [C] a device for putting ob- 
jects in or for keeping them in place © a cup/paper 
towel holder 


CONTINUE /hould/ v [I/T] past held 1 to continue 
or cause to continue in the same way as before © 
[I] /f the weather holds, we can go sailing. © [T] The 
ship held its course. © [T] She seemed to hold the 
note she was singing for more than a minute. 2 If 
something holds true, it continues to be true: Ein- 
stein’s theories still hold true today. 


DELAY /hould/ v[I/T] past held 1 to stop something 
from happening, or to delay something tempo- 
rarily © [T] How long can you hold your breath? 2 
Someone on the telephone who asks you to hold 
wants you to wait until that person or someone 
else can speak to you: [I] Her line is busy, would you 
like to hold? 3 If you hold something that is usually 
included in food, you do not include it: [T] /’d like 
a salad, but hold the dressing. 
hold /hould/ n 1 If something is on hold, it is 
intentionally delayed: The space launch is on hold 
until the weather clears. 2 lf you are on hold when 
using the telephone, you are waiting to speak to 
someone: His line is busy — can | put you on hold? - 

CONTAIN/SUPPORT /hould/ v [T] past held 1 to 
support or contain something or be able to con- 
tain or support it © This bottle holds exactly one pint. 
© Modern computers can hold (= store) huge 
amounts of information. © Will the rope be strong 
enough to hold the weight? 2 |f something holds 
promise, it is likely to be successful: The new drug 
holds promise for relieving arthritis. 


CONTROL /hould/ v [T] past held 1 to keep control 
or possession of something © His speech held the 
audience's attention for over an hour. © He was held 
prisoner for three days. O After many days of fighting, 
the rebels now hold the town. O The champion held 
the lead until the last lap. 2 \f someone who com- 
mitted a crime is held, that person is kept guarded 
in a police station. 3 If you hold a job or a financial 
account, you have it: He currently holds the position 
of managing editor. 9 She holds three different ac- 
counts with the same bank. 
hold /hould/ n [U] © The team is strengthening its 
hold on first place. © She has a strong hold on her 
daughters. 
holder /‘houl-dar/ n[C] © property holders © Com- 
petition benefits credit card holders. 

CAUSE TO HAPPEN /hould/ v [T] past held to orga- 
nize or cause a meeting, election, or social event 
to happen © The election will be held on the 8th of 
November. © We’re holding our annual New Year’s 
Day party again. 
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BELIEVE /hould/ v [T] past held to believe an idea 
or opinion to be correct, or to state that something 
is true © He holds unpopular views on many subjects. 
© | hold him responsible for the damage to my car. 
0 [+ that clause] Murphy’s law holds that if anything 
can go wrong, it probably will. 

SPACE /hould/ n [C] the space in a ship or aircraft 
where goods are carried 


WORD FAMILY hold 


Nouns hold 
holder 


Verbs hold 


holdings 
holdover 
holdup 


IDIOMS with hold 


ehold it stop and do not continue what you are 
doing © Hold it! You’re putting too much pepper in 
the stew. 

ehold your own to maintain your position or con- 
dition despite difficulties © She can hold her own in 
any argument. O He was very sick, but now he’s hold- 
ing his own. 

ehold the fort to have responsibility for some- 
thing while someone else is absent © I’m leaving 
my husband to hold the fort while I’m away. 

ehold your tongue to stop yourself from speaking 
© | wanted to scream, “You're an idiot!” but | held 
my tongue. 

ehold water to seem to be true or reasonable © 
The jury convicted her because her story just didn’t 
hold water. 

enot hold a candle to someone/something to not 
be as good as someone or something else © Her 
latest book can't hold a candle to her earlier works. 


PHRASAL VERBS with hold 


ehold something against someone/something to 
consider something as a reason to have a bad 
opinion about someone or something © He made 
a mistake, but | don’t hold it against him — we all 
make mistakes. 

ehold back (something) [M] to stop something 
from happening or advancing, or to keep some- 
one from doing something © She held back from 
interfering in their arguments. © Sandbags will hold 
back the flood waters for a while. 0 He admitted that 
something had gone wrong, but he held back the 
details (= stopped himself from telling the com- 
plete truth). 

ehold down something STAY WORKING to stay 
working in a job © He’s never been able to hold down 
a steady job. 

shold down something MAINTAIN LEVEL [M] to 
maintain something at a low level © Hold down the 
noise in there, kids! 

ehold forth to express your opinions for a long 
time © She held forth all through lunch on a variety 
of subjects. 

ehold off (something) [M] to stop something from 
happening, or to be delayed © They’re hoping to 
hold off surgery until he’s stronger. © | hope the rain 
holds off until we get home. 

ehold on to wait, esp. for someone to speak © 
She’s on the other line — can you hold on? 


holdover 


ehold on/tight infm/to continue doing something 
or staying somewhere although it is difficult or un- 
pleasant to do so © Hold on and I'll go and get some 
help. 

ehold onto something to continue to keep some- 
thing © Two local representatives held onto their 
seats in yesterday's election. © The team held onto 
first place with a 4-3 win last night. 

ehold out something OFFER AS POSSIBILITY to of- 
fer or consider something as a possibility 0 Few 
people hold out any hope of finding more survivors. 
ehold out CONTINUE 1 to continue in a situation 
that is dangerous or difficult © They won't be able 
to hold out much longer against these attacks. 2 If 
something holds out, it continues to be useful or 
enough: The sensors are designed to work as long 
as their batteries hold out. 

ehold out for something to continue to demand 
something, although you have been told you can- 
not have it O The workers are holding out for a pay 
increase. 

ehold out on someone to refuse to give help, in- 
formation, or something of value to someone © 
Don't hold out on me — | need to know who did it. 
ehold over something/someone [M] to delay 
something, or delay someone from leaving © The 
nomination was held over until the Senate ad- 
journed, allowing a recess appointment. © The 
weather held us over in Denver for two days. © Re- 
lated noun: HOLDOVER 

ehold someone to something to demand that 
someone act on a promise or agreement © They’re 
holding him to the exact terms of the contract. 
ehold together (something) [M] to keep (a group 
or organization) complete or in its original state or 
condition © Social relationships held the Crow people 
together into the 20th century. © We ought to do 
everything we can to get marriages to hold together. 
ehold up someone/something DELAY [M] to delay 
someone or something © Traffic was held up for 
several hours by the accident. © Sorry to hold you up 
— my train was late. © Related noun: HOLDUP DELAY 
ehold up someone/something STEAL [M] to try to 
steal money or property from a person, a bank, or 
a business by using violence or threats © They held 
up the same store twice. O Related noun: HOLDUP 
CRIME 

ehold up CONTINUE 1 to continue to operate or 
be able to do things, esp. after being repaired or 
being ill © | hope the spare tire holds up until we can 
get to a garage. © She is holding up well despite her 
problems. 2 |f information holds up, it is proved to 
be true: The evidence may not hold up in court. 
ehold up someone/something GIVE EXAMPLE [M] 
to offer something or someone as an example © 
Her parents always held her sister up to her as the 
kind of person she should be. 


holdings /‘houl-diqz/ p/n [C] something valu- 
able that is owned, esp. investments in a company 
© He's got several car dealerships and banks among 
his holdings. 


holdover /‘houl,dou-var/ n [C] a person or 
thing that continues from an earlier time, esp. a 
person who continues in an organization after 
other people have been replaced © The coach had 
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holdup 456 


a pointed message for newcomers to the team and 
a reminder for the holdovers. © Freud explained it as 
a holdover from a childhood problem. © Related 
verb: HOLD OVER 


holdup DELAY /'houl-dap/ n[C] a delay © A likely 
reason for the holdup is political pressure from the 
fish-farming industry. © Related verb: HOLD UP 
DELAY 


CRIME /‘houl-dap/ n [C] a crime in which a person 
or group demands money, using weapons and 
threats of violence © Robbers got away with $1000 
in a holdup of the bank. © Related verb: HOLD UP 
STEAL 


hole SPACE /houl/ n [C] 1 an empty space or 
opening in an object © We dug a hole to plant the 
tree. O My sweater has a hole in it. 2 A hole is also 
something that has been left out or not explained: 
The new proposal is full of holes. 3 In golf, a hole is 
one of the small hollow spaces in the ground into 
which the bail is hit, or one of the usually 18 areas 
of play: the seventh hole 


DIFFICULTY /houl/ n [C usually sing] a difficult sit- 
uation © Without their starting quarterback, the 
team is in a (bit of a) hole. 


IDIOM with hole 


ein the hole owing money, rather than having ex- 
tra money © We’re still in the hole on our credit 
cards. 


PHRASAL VERB with hole 


ehole up to stay in a safe place, often as a way of 
escape © While writing his book, he holed up for a 
year at a cabin in the woods. 


holiday /'hal-a ,de1/ n[C] 1 a day for celebration 
when many people are allowed to stay away from 
work or school © a national holiday 2 Cdn, Br A hol- 
iday is a VACATION. 


holiness /'‘hou-li:-nas/ n [U] © See at HOLY 
GOOD 


holistic /hou'lis-tik/ adj 1 relating to the whole 
of something or to the total system instead of just 
to its parts 2 Holistic medicine attempts to treat 
the whole person, including mind and body, not 
just the injury or disease. 


holler /‘hal-ar/ v [I/T] infmi to shout or call loudly 
© [T] She hollered “Stop!” just before the collision. 
holler /'hal-ar/ n[C] infmio He let out a holler when 
he fell. 


hollow EMPTY /‘hal-ou/ adj 1 having an empty 
space inside or on the surface of an object © a hol- 
low tree O His hollow cheeks and paleness made him 
look ill. 2 If a sound is hollow, it sounds as if it were 
made by hitting an empty container: the low, hol- 
low rumble of thunder 
hollow /‘hal-ou/ n [C] 1 an empty space inside 
something; a hole 2 A hollow is also a small valley: 
We hiked along Bear Hollow last weekend. 

WITHOUT VALUE /‘hal-ou/ adj (of situations, feel- 
ings, or words) lacking value; not true or sincere © 
a hollow victory © hollow promises © Their objections 
had a hollow ring (= did not seem sincere). 


PHRASAL VERB with hollow 


ehollow out something [M] to remove the inside 
of something © We hollowed out the tree trunk to 
make a canoe. 


holly /‘hal-i/ n [C/U] an evergreen bush with 
pointed, shiny green leaves and small, red fruit 


Hollywood /‘hal-i:,wud/ n [U] an area in Los 
Angeles, California, that is considered the center 
of the movie industry in the US 


holocaust /‘hal-9,ko:st, 'hou-la-, -,kast/ n[C] 1 
a large amount of destruction, esp. by fire or heat, 
or the killing of large numbers of people © a nu- 
clear holocaust 2 The Holocaust was the systematic 
murder of many people, esp. Jews, by the NAZIS 
during World War Il. 


hologram /‘hal-a,greem, 'hou-la-/ n[C] an im- 
age made with a LASER beam, in which the objects 
shown look like they have depth rather than ap- 
pearing flat and can seem to move 


holster /‘houl-star/ n[C] a leather container that 
holds a gun, usually fixed on a belt or a strap 


holy GooD /‘how:li/ adj considered to be pure or 
good because of being related to what a religion 
values © holy scriptures © Jerusalem is a holy city to 
Christians, Muslims, and Jews. 
holiness /‘hou-li:-nas/ n [U] 1 This temple is a 
place of great holiness. 2 Holiness is also a title used 
of or to the leader of the Roman Catholic Church: 
We do not know the views of His Holiness on the 
subject. 


EMPHASIS /'hou-li/ adj infmi used to emphasize an- 
other word, and sometimes to avoid swearing © 
My nephew is a holy terror (= a child who behaves 
very badly). 


IDIOM with holy 


eholy cow, holy mackerel/smoke infm/ how sur- 
prising, or how wonderful © “My friend won an Os- 
car for the music for that movie.” “Holy cow! Really?” 


Holy Grail, holy grail n [C] 1 something that a 
person or a particular group of people want very 
much to have or achieve © Earth-like planets - the 
holy grail of planet hunting - are too small to detect. 
2 The Holy Grail is also the cup Jesus was believed 
to have drunk from during his last meal with his 
DISCIPLES: 


homage /'am-1d3, 'ham-/ n[U] an expression of 
great respect and honor © We pay homage to him 
for his achievements in medical research. 


home HOUSE /houm/ n [C/U] 1 a structure in 
which a person lives, esp. a house or apartment © 
[U] Phone me at home after four o’clock. © [C] We 
have a country home and a city home. 2 A home 
also refers to the family that lives together there: 
[C] a happy home 3 A home ts also a place where 
a group of people live who need special care: [C] 
a nursing home 4 Your home address is the address 
of the place where you live. O USAGE: “House” is 
the more usual word for a building that one family 
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lives in. The word “home” also refers to the life 
that goes on in that building. 

home /houm/ adj [not gradable] 1 done or made 
in the place where you live © home cooking 2 For 
a sports team, home refers to the city or the build- 
ing or STADIUM where that team usually plays: a 
home game 

home /houm/ adv [not gradable] to or toward 
the place where you live O going home 
homeless /'houm-las/ adj [not gradable] having 
no place to live © a homeless person 

homeless /‘houm-las/ p/n © The homeless some- 
times have to sleep in the streets. 

homelessness /‘houm-la-snas/ n [U] © Home- 
lessness is a major problem in large cities. 
homeward /'‘houm-werd/, homewards /'houm: 
werdz/ adv toward home © Now that our vacation 
is over, it’s time to head homeward. 


USAGE 
home 
When you use verbs of movement, for example 


go or come, with the adverb home, you do not 
need to use a preposition. 

What time did you go home? 

I'll call you as soon as | get home. 
When you use the verbs be or stay with home, 
you can use the preposition at, although most 
US speakers use no preposition. 

| was at home all afternoon. 

I'll stay home with granny. 

Will you be home when the mail comes? 


Se. SS o 


ORIGIN /houm/ n [C/U] 1 a place of origin, or the 
place where a person belongs © [C] Australia is the 
home of the kangaroo. © [U] I’ve lived here for two 
years, but it still doesn’t feel like home. 2 When you 
are at home in a place or situation, you are com- 
fortable and relaxed there: She’s beginning to feel 
at home in her new job. © Go into the living room 
and make yourself at home. 


WORD FAMILY home 


home 
homeless 


Verbs home 


Adverbs 


Nouns 


home 
homeward 


Adjectives homeless 
homely 


IDIOM with home 


ehome free infmi having finished the difficult or 
dangerous part of an activity and sure of finishing 
it successfully © Once you get past the essay ques- 
tions on the test, you‘re home free. 


PHRASAL VERB with home 


ehome in on something/someone infml to aim for 
and move directly toward something or someone 
© The missile homed in on the ship. 


homeboy /‘houm-bo1/, homey /‘hou-mi/ n [C] 
slang someone from your own town, or someone 
who is a Close friend 


homestead 


homecoming /‘houm kam 'tn/ n [C] 1 a per- 
son’s arrival home after being away for along time 
© We were all eagerly awaiting my brother's home- 
coming from the war. 2 a celebration at a school or 
college, usually including a dance and a football 
game, when people who were students there at 
an earlier time can return to visit 


home front n [(U] world history the non-mili- 
tary people of a country at war and their activities 
in support of the war effort 


homegrown, home-grown /‘houm 'groun/ 
adj 1 produced in or existing locally © homegrown 
efforts/businesses/extremists 2 Homegrown also 
means grown in your own garden. 


homeland /‘houm-land, -land/ n[C] the coun- 
try where you were born 


homely /‘houm-li/ adj unattractive in ap- 
pearance 


homemade /‘houm'meid/ adj made at home 
rather than bought from a store © homemade 
bread 


homemaker /‘houm ,mer-kar/ n [C] someone 
who manages a home and family instead of earn- 
ing money from employment © Compare 
HOUSEWIFE 


homeopathy /,hou- mi: 'ap-a-¢i/ n [U] a sys- 
tem of treating disease by giving extremely small 
amounts of natural substances that, if given in 
larger amounts to healthy people, would produce 
the same effects as the disease 
homeopathic /,hou-mi:-a'pae-1k/ adj [not 
gradable] © homeopathic medicine 


homeostasis /,hou-mi:-ou'ster-sas/ n [U] bi- 
ology the process by which a living thing or a cell 
keeps the conditions inside it the same despite any 
changes in the conditions around it 


homeowner /‘houm ,ou-nar/ n [C] someone 
who owns the house or apartment in which that 
person lives 


home page n[C] the first page of a WEBSITE © 
Go to the home page, and click on the link that says 
women’s shoes. 


home run /houm 'ran/, homer /‘hou-mar/ n[C] 
(in baseball) a play in which a player hits the ball 
and scores, usually by hitting the ball a long way 
so that it comes down beyond the playing area © 
(fig.) The movie didn't just make money, it hita home 
run (= was extremely successful). 


homesick /‘houm:sik/ adj unhappy because of 
being away from home © She was homesick during 
her first semester at college. 
homesickness /‘houm 'sik-nas/ n[U] © / was al- 
most overcome with homesickness. 


homespun /‘houm-span/ adj simple and ordi- 
nary © homespun wisdom 


homestead /‘houm:sted/ n [C] a house and 

the surrounding area of land, esp. land obtained 
from the government which is lived on and used 
for farming 
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home stretch 


home stretch n [U] the fast part of a race or 
other activity © We've been on this project for three 
months, but we're in the home stretch now. 


hometown /‘houm'taun/ n [C] the town or 
city you are from, esp. the one in which you were 
born and lived while you were young 


homework /'houm-w:;rk/ n [U] studying that 
students do at home to prepare for school © The 
teacher told us to read chapter five for homework. © 
(fig.) The travel agent’s association suggests that 
travelers do their homework (= study the available 
information closely)to find the deal that is best for 
them. 


homey COMFORTABLE /‘hou-mi/ adj pleasant 
and comfortable © /t’s a small hotel with a homey 
atmosphere. 


PERSON /'hou-mi/ n [C] a HOMEBOY 


homicide /‘ham-9,said, 'hou-ma-/ n [C/U] the 
crime of killing a person; murder © [U] He was con- 
victed of homicide. 
homicidal /,ham-a'sard-l, |hou-ma-/ adj likely 
to murder © a homicidal maniac 


Homo /‘hou-mou/ n [C] the biological group 
that includes modern humans, or a member of 
that group © The tools might have been made by an 
as-yet-undiscovered early species of the genus Homo. 


homogeneous /,hou-ma'd3i:-ni:-as/ adj con- 
sisting of parts or having qualities that are the 
same © Like the other valley towns, this was once a 
fairly homogeneous Anglo community. 0 Compare 
HETEROGENEOUS 


homogenized /ha'mad3-9,naizd/ adj [not 
gradable] (of a substance) mixed together so that 
it is equally thick in all parts © homogenized milk 


homograph /'ham-o,grzef/ n [C] grammar a 
word which is spelled the same as another word, 
but that has a different meaning, origin, or 
pronunciation 


homologous /ha'mal-9-gas, hov-/ adj [not 
gradable] science similar in position, structure, or 
purpose 


homologous series n[C] chemistry a series 
of ORGANIC substances (= substances containing 
the element carbon) with similar characteristics 


homonym /‘ham-a,nim, ‘hou-ma-/ n [C] 
grammar 1 a word that is spelled the same as 
another word but that does not have the same 
meaning © “Close” as a verb and “close” as an ad- 
jective are homonyms. 2 A homonym is also a 
HOMOPHONE. 


homophobia /,hou-me'fou-bi:-a/ n [U] fear 
and dislike of HOMOSEXUALS 
homophobic /,hou-ma'fou-bik/ adj 


homophone /‘ham:a,foun, 'hou-mea-/ n [C] 
grammar a word which is pronounced the same 
as another word, but which has a different mean- 
ing or spelling © The words “so” and “sew” are 
homophones. 
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homosexual /,hou-ma'sek: fa-wal/ n[C] a per- 
son who is sexually attracted to people of the same 
sex O Compare HETEROSEXUAL 
homosexual /,hou-ma'sek:fa-wal/ adj [not 
gradable] 
homosexuality /,hou-ma sek: fa'weel-at-i/ n [U] 


homozygous /,hou-mo'zat-ges/ adj [not 
gradable] biology having two of the same form of 
a GENE that controls one characteristic, and there- 
fore able to pass on one form only to the young 


hone /houn/ v [T] 1 to direct something such as 
an ability to make it more effective © He helps per- 
formers hone their skills as dancers and singers. 2 To 
hone an object is to make it sharper: to hone 
SCISSOFS 


honest /'an- ast/ adj (of a person) truthful or able 
to be trusted; not likely to steal, cheat, or lie, or (of 
actions, speech, or appearance) showing these 
qualities © an honest man O an honest answer © To 
be honest (= To tell the truth), / didn’t like the movie. 
honestly /‘an-as-tli/ adv o We always try to deal 
honestly with our customers. 
honesty /'an-a-sti/ n [U] the quality of being 
honest © The judge praised the girl’s honesty. 


WORD FAMILY honest 


Nouns honesty 


dishonesty 


Adjectives honest 
dishonest 


Adverbs honestly 


WORD CHOICES honest 
See also: sincere 
The adjective straight is often used instead of 
honest. 
Just be straight with her and tell her how you 
feel. 
| don't think he is being entirely straight with 
me. 
If someone is honest and does not tell lies, you 
can describe that person as truthful. 
Are you being truthful with me? 
if someone is honest and not likely to steal or 
cheat, you can describe that person as trust- 
worthy. 
In a small town, if someone isn’t trustworthy, 
everyone knows it. 
The adjective reputable is often used for a busi- 
ness that is honest and will not try to cheat 
people. 
Make sure you insure your home with a 
reputable company. 
A business arrangement that is honest can be 
described as aboveboard. 
The deal was completely open and 
aboveboard. 
The adjectives candid, frank, or open are used 
when someone is honest about personal feel- 
ings even if they are embarrassing. 
We had a very candid discussion. 
He's quite open about his weaknesses. 
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To be frank, | didn’t really know what | was 
doing. 


honestly /‘an-as-tli/ adv [not gradable] used to 
emphasize that you are telling the truth © / honestly 
don’t know what | did to upset her. © Honestly, | wish 
| had time to do more reading. 


honey SWEET SUBSTANCE /‘han-i/ n[{U] asweet, 
sticky, yellow substance made by bees and used as 
food 


PERSON /'han:i/ n [C] infm/ used as an affectionate 
way to address a person © Hi, honey, I’m home. 


honeybee /‘han:i: ,bi:/ n [C] a bee that pro- 
duces HONEY 


honeycomb /‘han:i: koum/ n [C] a structure 
bees make in which to store HONEY, having many 
small separate areas, or fig. any space divided into 
many small, separate areas or paths © The building 
was a honeycomb of private offices. 


honeymoon /‘han-t:,muin/ n[C] 1 a vacation 
or trip taken by two people who have just been 
married 0 We went to Hawaii on our honeymoon. 2 
A honeymoon is also an early period in a relation- 
ship when criticism is not given: The first year of 
the presidency is regarded as a honeymoon. 
honeymoon /‘han:i: ,mu:n/ v [| always + adv/ 
prep] © They are honeymooning in Jamaica. 
honeymooners /‘han:i: ,mu:-narz/ pl nO This 
resort is popular with honeymooners. 


honeysuckle /‘han-i:sak-al/ n [U] a climbing 
plant with white, yellow, or red flowers that smell 
sweet 


honk /hank, ho:nk/ v [I/T] to make a short, loud 
noise, or to sound a horn to make such a noise © 
[I/T] The cars honking (their horns) kept us awake 
half the night. 


honor RESPECT, Cdn, Br honour /'an-ar/ n[U] 1 
great respect for someone, or the feeling of pride 
and pleasure resulting when respect is shown to 
you © It is an honor to meet you. © The dinner is in 
honor of (= to show respect for) a colleague who is 
leaving. 2 Your/His/Her Honor is a title of respect 
for a judge or MAYOR (= elected official). 
honor, Cdn, Brhonour /‘an-ar/ v[T] © We are hon- 
ored that you have come to speak to our students. 

‘CHARACTER, Cdn, 8r honour /'‘an-ar/ n [U] a good 
character, or a reputation for honesty and fair deal- 
ing © David has always been a man of honor. © On 
my honor (= Asking you to trust my reputation for 
honesty), | never said that. 
honorable, Cdn, Br honourable /'an-a-ra-bal/ adj 
0 The neighbors are decent, honorable people. 
honorably, Cdn, Br honourably /'an-a-ra-bli/ adv 
O The general served his country honorably for 32 
years. 

SREWARD, Cdn, 8r honour /‘an-ar/ n[C] a public re- 
ward to show appreciation for unusual achieve- 
ment © She received the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, the country’s highest civilian honor. 
honor, Cdn, 8 honour /'an-ar/ v [T] © Today we 
honor those who died defending our country. 


hook 


honorable, Cdn, 8 honourable /'an-a-ra-bal/ adj 
1 deserving public praise or reward 2 An honor- 
able discharge from the armed forces is a release 
from your duties with praise from those in 
authority. 

honorary /'‘an-a,rer-i/ adj given as a reward, 
without qualifying in a standard way © The univer- 
sity awards honorary degrees to various distin- 
guished people each year. 

honors, Cdn, 8r honours /'an-arz/ pin 1 He was 
buried with full military honors. 2 An honors course 
or program is one or more courses of a high stan- 
dard for advanced students. 3 If a student qualifies 
for a degree with honors from a school, college, 
or university, that student has done work of an un- 
usually high standard. 

FULFILL, Cdn, Br honour /'an-ar/ v [T] to fulfill an 
existing agreement or promise, or to accept a form 
of payment © The governor honored her pledge to 
cut taxes. 


honor roll, can honour roll n [C] a list of stu- 
dents who have done the best work in a particular 
school 


honor student, can honours student n[C] a 
student whose work has earned that student a 
place on a school’s HONOR ROLL 


hood CLOTHING /hud/ n [C] a part of a coat or 
jacket that can be used to cover the head © The 
raincoat comes with a detachable hood. 

CAR /hud/ n[C] the metal cover over the engine of 
a Car 


hoodlum /'hu:d:lam, 'hud-/, infml hood /‘hud/ 
n [C] a criminal, esp. one who is a member of a 
group © Hoodlums robbed two people in a conve- 
nience store, police said. 


hoodwink /‘hud-wink/ v [T] to deceive or trick 
someone O We were hoodwinked into believing that 
we had won a lot of money. 


hoof /hof, hu:f/ n[C] pi hooves, hoofs the hard 
part of the foot of an animal such a horse 


hook /huk/ n[C] a curved device used for catch- 
ing hold of something or for hanging something 
on © Hang your coat on one of the hooks in the hall. 
© | need to change the hook on my fishing line. 
hook /huk/ v [T] 1 to use something like a hook, 
or to put something so that it is supported at one 
end and hangs © She hooked her arm through his. 
© He hooked his cane over the back of the chair. 2 
To hook fish means to catch them on hooks: We 
hooked some bass. 


IDIOM with hook 


ehook, line, and sinker completely © / forged the 
note and the teacher fell for it hook, line, and sinker. 
O USAGE: Used when you are you are surprised or 
pleased that someone believed something that 
was intended to deceive them. 


PHRASAL VERBS with hook 


ehook up something CONNECT [M] to connect 
something, usually to a system or to a piece of 
equipment © We just moved and | haven't hooked 


d3 jump | j yes | I little | 9m hm | 9n cotton | q sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 6 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


hooked 


460 


up my stereo yet. 0 He hooked the trailer up to his 
car. O Related noun: HOOKUP CONNECTION 
ehook up MEET infm/ to meet with someone, or 
to begin a relationship, esp. for a particular pur- 
pose O Give me a call if you’d like to hook up for 
lunch sometime. © The program is really an oppor- 
tunity for college kids to hook up and get to know 
each other. 


hooked /hukt/ adj [not gradable] infm/ strongly 
attracted to something or someone © We were 
afraid she was getting hooked on painkillers, so we 
changed the medication. 9 During the Olympics, we 
all got hooked on ice dancing. 


hooker /‘huk-ar/ n [C] slang a PROSTITUTE 


hookup /‘huk: ap/ n[C] the connection between 
a supply of something and its user, or a connection 
between two or more pieces of equipment © Each 
campsite has complete electric, water, and sewage 
hookups. © Millions were watching via a satellite 
hookup. © Related verb: HOOK UP CONNECT 


hoop /hu:p, hup/ n[C] a ring of wood, metal, or 
plastic 0 Dad put up a basketball hoop in the drive- 
way on the front of the garage. 


hoopla /‘hu:-pla, 'hup-la/ n [U] busy excitement 
or a lot of public attention for an event or activity 
O She loved the thrill of the shows, the elegant par- 
ties, the attention, the hoopla. 


hooray /hu'rer, he-/ exclamation HURRAH 


hoot SOUND /hu:t/ n [C] the sound an OWL (= 
type of bird) makes, or a shout showing anger or 
amusement © There were some hoots from the au- 
dience at these so-called experts. 
hoot /hu:t/ v [I/T] © [l] He hooted with laughter. 


AMUSING PERSON/THING /hu:t/ n [C] infmi an 
amusing person or thing © Matt’s a real hoot. 


Hoover /‘hu:-var/ v [I/T] Br to VACUUM © USAGE: 
Hoover is a trademark for cleaning and other 
equipment. 


hooves /huvz, hu:vz/ p/ of HOOF 


hop /hap/ v[I/T] -pp- to make small jumps on one 
or two feet, or to move along in this way © [I] A 
bird hopped across the lawn. © [T] Nikki hopped the 
fence (= jumped over it). © [I] (fig.) Come on, hop 
in (= get in), I’ve got plenty of room in the car. 
hop /hap/ n[C] ° (fig.) It’s just a short hop to Pitts- 
burgh by plane. 


hope /houp/ n [C/U] the feeling that something 
desired can be had or will happen © [U] We never 
entirely gave up hope. O [U] This research offers hope 
of developing better ways to treat cancer. © [C] He 
had hopes of being chosen for the leading part in the 
play. 

hope /houp/ v to express the feeling or wish that 
something desired will happen © [I] /’m hoping the 
company gives us a bonus this year. © [+ to infinitive] 
We hope to see you soon. © [+ (that) clause] | hope 
(that) his plane won't be delayed. 

hopeful /‘houp-fal/ adj having hope or causing 
you to hope; believing or causing you to believe 


that something desired will happen © [+ that 
clause] I’m hopeful that when both sides understand 
the situation better, they will agree to meet and co- 
operate. © The fact that he’s eating with a good ap- 
petite is a hopeful sign. 

hopeful /‘houp-fal/ n[C] a person who wants to 
achieve a position of power © Five presidential 
hopefuls were invited to speak. 

hopefully /‘houp-fa:li/ adv o “Do you have the 
tickets?” he asked hopefully. © Hopefully (= |/we 
hope that), dad will get home before his supper gets 
cold. 

hopeless /'hou-plas/ adj without hope o We tried 
to save the building, but it was a hopeless task (= it 
could not succeed). 

hopelessly /'hou-pla-sli/ adv completely 0 We 
got hopelessly lost in Rome. 


WORD FAMILY hope 


hope 
hopeful 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


Nouns hope 


hopefully 
hopelessly 


Adjectives hopeful 
hopeless 


horde /ho:rd, hourd/ n[C] a large group, esp. of 
people © A horde of reporters waited on the lawn 
outside the White House. 


horizon /hoa'rar-zan/ n 1 the place in the dis- 
tance where the earth and sky seem to meet © [U] 
We watched the horizon as the sun set. 2 A person’s 
horizons are the limit of that person’s ideas, knowl- 
edge, and experience: [pl] Spending her junior year 
abroad has broadened her horizons. 


horizontal /,ho:r-a'zant-l, ,har-/ adj [not grad- 
able] flat or level; parallel with the ground © Keep 
the patient in a horizontal position with her feet 
slightly raised. 
horizontally /,ho:r-a'zant-l-i, ,har-/ adv 0 Com- 
pare VERTICAL 


hormone /‘ho:r-moun/ n [C] biology any of 
various chemicals in the body that are carried by 
the blood and that influence the body’s growth 
and how it works 


horn ANIMAL /ho:rn/ n [C/U] a hard, pointed 
part, usually one of a pair, on the head of cows, 
goats, and other animals 
horny /‘ha:r-ni/ adj consisting of, or feeling hard 
like horn © Birds have horny beaks. 

MUSIC /ho:rn/ n [C/U] any of various musical in- 
struments consisting of a long curved metal tube 
that is narrow at the end you blow into and wider 
at the other end, or this type of instrument 
generally 


VEHICLE /ho:rn/ n[C] a device on a vehicle that is 
used to make a loud sound as a warning or signal 
© Angry drivers were honking their horns. 


PHRASAL VERB with horn 


ehorn in to interrupt or try to become involved in 
something when you are not welcome © Julie is 
always trying to horn in on our conversations. 
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hornet /'ho:r-nat/ n[C] a large flying insect that 
can give a severe sting 


horoscope /‘ho:r-a,skoup, ‘har-/ n [C] a de- 
scription of what is going to happen to you, based 
on the position of the stars and planets at the time 
of your birth 


horrendous /ha'ren-das/ adj so bad as to be 
shocking; extremely unpleasant © Exhibits show 
how horrendous the living conditions there were. 


horrible /‘ho:r-a-bal, 'har-/ adj very bad, un- 
pleasant, or disgusting © There was a horrible smell 
outside the factory. 
horribly /‘ho:r-a-bli, 'har-/ adv very badly © They 
suffered horribly during the war. 


horrid /‘ho:r-ad, ‘har-/ adj very bad or unpleas- 
ant © It was a horrid purple color which she detested. 


horrify /‘ho:r-a,far, 'har-/ v [T] to cause some- 
one to experience shock, fear, or disgust © The pub- 
lic was horrified by the amount of pollution in the 
lake. © (fig.) He was horrified to find that | had never 
been to a county fair. 
horrifying /'ho:r-a,far-in, 'har-/ adj © We saw 
some horrifying pictures of the effects of the storm. 
horrific /ha'rif-1k/ adj so bad as to be shocking 
© The report detailed the horrific conditions in the 
prison. 


horror /‘ho:r-ar, 'har-ar/ n [C/U] a strong feeling 
of fear, shock, or disgust, or an event that produces 
such a feeling © [C] the horrors of war © [U] People 
cried out in horror as they watched the building burn. 


horror story n [C] a situation that someone 
tells you about in which something bad happens 
© I’ve heard a lot of horror stories about people driv- 
ing their car and suddenly the steering wheel won't 
turn. 


hors d’oeuvre /2:r'd3rv/ n[C] a small amount 
of food served before a meal, or at a party 


horse /ho:rs/ n[C] a large animal with four legs 
that people ride on and which, esp. in the past, 
was used for pulling vehicles and carrying loads © 
She taught him how to ride a horse. 


PHRASAL VERB with horse 


ehorse around infmi/ to behave in a silly and noisy 
way © This fellow at work keeps horsing around. 


horseback /‘ho:rs-bzk/ adj, adv sitting on a 
horse © She taught him how to ride horseback. © | 
went horseback riding (= riding on a horse for en- 
joyment) with my brother. 


horsefly /‘ho:irs-flar/ n [C] any of various large, 
flying insects that bite 


horseplay /‘ho:r-splei/ n [U] noisy, physically 
active behavior, esp. when people push each other 
as a joke O No running or horseplay in the halls. 


horsepower /'ho:r spau-ar/ n [C/U] p! horse- 
power a unit for measuring the power of an en- 
gine © [C] a 170-horsepower engine 


‘horseradish /'ho:rs ,raed-1f/ n [U] a plant with 
a long, white root that has a strong taste 


horseshoe /‘ho:rs:Ju:/ n [C] a U-shaped metal 
object that is attached to the bottom of a horse’s 
HOOF (= foot) to protect it 
horseshoes /‘ho:rs: fu:z/ n [U] a game in which 
horseshoes are thrown at a metal rod in the 
ground 


horticulture /‘ho:rt-9,kal-tfar/ n [U] the study 
or activity of growing plants, esp. for decoration 


hose PIPE /houz/ n[C] a long, usually plastic or 
rubber pipe that can be bent and is used to move 
water or other substances © a fire hose © a garden 
hose © a radiator hose 
hose /houz/ v [T always + adv/prep] to clean 
something with water © They have to hose down 
the streets. © Just hose it off. 

CLOTHING /houz/, hosiery /‘hou-3a-ri, -z9-/ pln 
STOCKINGS or PANTYHOSE 


hoser /‘hou:zar/ n [C] Can, slang a man, esp. one 
who works at a job that uses physical rather than 
mental skills and whose habits are slightly offen- 
sive but amusing © You hoser — leave some food for 
the rest of us! 


hospice /‘has-pas/ n [C] a place or an organiza- 
tion that provides care for people who are dying 


hospitable /has'pit-a-bal/ adj friendly and wel- 
coming to guests or visitors © a hospitable host © 
She retired to a more hospitable climate (= a more 
comfortable place). 


hospital /‘has ,pit-2l/ n [C/U] a place where peo- 
ple who are very ill or injured are treated by doc- 
tors and nurses © [U] She spent a week in the 
hospital last year. 
hospitalize /‘has ,pit-*l ,arz/ v [T] to take some- 
one to stay in a hospital because of illness or injury 
© Did he have to be hospitalized? 
hospitalization /,has ,pit-4l-a'zer-fan/ n [U] 


hospitality /,has-pa'tel-at-i/ n [U] kindness 
and friendly behavior, esp. to guests © Thank you 
for your hospitality. 


host PARTY ORGANIZER /houst/, female hostess 
/‘hou-stas/ n[C] someone who gives a party or has 
guests O Lucy was a gracious host. © Vancouver 
played host to the conference (= the event hap- 
pened there). 
host /houst/ v [T] © Which country is hosting the 
next Olympics? 

BROADCASTER /houst/, female hostess /'hou-stas/n 
[C] a person who introduces guests and perform- 
ers on television or radio © a talk-show host 

PLANT/ANIMAL /houst/ n[C] a plant or animal that 
another plant or animal lives on as a PARASITE 

LARGE NUMBER /houst/ n [C usually sing] a large 
number © They cared for wounded soldiers and per- 
formed a host of other duties. 


hostage /‘has-tid3/ n [C] someone who is made 
a prisoner in order to force other people to do 
something © Inmates at the jail held 12 hostages 
and demanded to meet the governor. 


hostel /‘has-t®I/ n[C] a large house where people 
can sleep for little money © a youth hostel 
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hostile UNFRIENDLY /‘has-t®l, -tarl/ adj showing 
strong dislike; unfriendly © Her parents were openly 
hostile to me. 
hostility /has'til-at-i/ n [U] © He tried to hide his 
hostility. 

DIFFICULT /‘has-t®l, -tarl/ adj difficult or not suitable 
for living or growing © The Nevada desert is one of 
the most hostile regions in America. 

WARLIKE /‘has-t®l, -tarl/ adj [not gradable] con- 
nected with an enemy or an act of war O The enemy 
was preparing to take hostile action. 
hostilities /ha'stil-at-iz/ p/n fmi © Both sides were 
trying to avoid further hostilities. 


hot VERY WARM /hat/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- hav- 
ing a high temperature © a hot day © a hot meal © 
It’s hotter in Ohio than it is here. © Matt makes his 
little sister hot chocolate (= a warm drink made with 
chocolate). 


WORD CHOICES hot ry 


If the weather outside or the temperature in- 
side is very hot, you can use the adjectives 
scorching, boiling (hot), or sweltering. 
She won the race despite yesterday's 
sweltering heat. 
a scorching summer day. 
If the temperature feels hot and unpleasant, 
you can Say that it is oppressive. 
The oppressive afternoon heat was making 
him feel tired. 
Liquid that is extremely hot can be described 
as scalding (hot). 
She burned herself on scalding water from the 
kettle. 
If food is pleasantly very hot, you could de- 
scribe it as piping hot. 
She gave us a bowl of piping hot soup. 
If something is not as hot as it should be, it 
could be described as lukewarm. 
Yuck! This coffee’s lukewarm! 


SPICY /hat/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- (of food) causing 
a feeling in the mouth like burning or TINGLING (= 
as if a lot of sharp points are being put in quickly 
and lightly) © /f you like curry really hot, you can add 
some hot peppers and hot sauce. 

ANGRY /hat/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- easily excited, 
or angry © She’s hot-tempered. © | got really hot 
about them not recycling. 
hotly /‘hat-li/ adv o She hotly denied having taken 
the money. © The race for district leader was hotly 
contested (= the competition was strong). 

GOOD /hat/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- infmi very good 
and having energy © Right now the stock market is 
hot. © The show isn’t so hot. O He doesn’t feel so hot. 

STOLEN /hat/ adj [not gradable] slang (of goods) 
stolen and therefore difficult to sell © Those CD 
players are so cheap, they must be hot. 

DANGEROUS /hat/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- infmi (of a 
situation) dangerous or difficult; RISKY O Things got 
a lot hotter when the military took over. 


ATTRACTIVE /hat/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- slang phys- 
ically attractive 


IDIOMS with hot 


ein hot pursuit eagerly trying to get someone or 
something © He drove off, with the police in hot pur- 
suit. © Reporters from the Times were in hot pursuit 
of the story. 

ein hot water in a difficult situation in which you 
are likely to be punished © Emails that criticize oth- 
ers can land you in hot water, so be careful what you 
write. 


hot air n [U] infmi words that do not really mean 
anything or are not sincere © His promises turned 
out to be a lot of hot air. 


hot-air balloon n[C] an aircraft consisting of 
a very large bag filled with heated air, with a con- 
tainer hanging under it in which people can ride 


hotbed /'hat-bed/ n [C] a place or situation 
where a lot of a particular activity is happening or 
might happen © Seattle is a hotbed of software 
publishing. 


hotcake /'hat-kerk/ n [C] a PANCAKE 


hot dog /‘hat-do:g/ n [C] a long, tube-shaped, 
cooked SAUSAGE (= meat), usually eaten in a long 
ROLL (= loaf of bread ) © a hot dog with mustard 


hotel /hou 'tel/ n[C] a building where you pay to 
have a room to sleep in © a /uxury hotel 


hot flash n[C] ahot and uncomfortable feeling 
that a woman has because of the effects of MENO- 
PAUSE (= the time when she stops being able to 
have children) 


hothead /‘hat-hed/ n [C] disapproving someone 
who gets angry too quickly and reacts without 
thinking carefully first 
hotheaded /'hat'hed:ad/ adj disapproving O a 
hotheaded young fool 


hotline /'hat-larn/ n [C] a special telephone 
number for emergencies or for a particular service 
© a hotline for complaints 


hotplate /‘hat-pleit/ n [C] a small, movable, 
electric device on which food is cooked 


hot potato n[C] infm/a situation or subject that 
people disagree strongly about and that no one 
wants to deal with © The issue of immigration be- 
came a political hot potato. 


hotshot /‘hat- fat/ n [C] someone who is skillful 
and successful at something © He’s a hotshot lawyer 
from New York. 


hot spot POPULAR PLACE n [C] a place that is 
popular, for example, for vacations or entertain- 
ment © This summer's vacation hot spot is Alaska. 

VIOLENT PLACE rn [C] a place where war or other 
fighting is likely to happen 

CONNECTION rn [C] a building or area where you 
can connect to the INTERNET at high speed with- 
Out wires 
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hot tub n [C] a large container full of heated 
water in which more than one person can sit 


hot water bottle n [C] a rubber container 
that you fill with hot water and use to warm a bed 
or part of your body 


hot-wire /‘hat-wair/ v [T] slang to start a car 
without using the key, by attaching together wires 
in the electrical system that starts the engine 


hound /haund/ v[T] to chase someone or refuse 
to leave someone alone, esp. because you want to 
get something from that person © Socialists were 
hounded by the FBI in the 1950s. 


hound (dog) /‘haund (d2:g)/ n[C] any of sev- 
eral types of dog used for hunting 


hour /aur/, abbreviation hr. n [C] 1 a period of 60 
minutes © Take this an hour after eating. © It’s open 
24 hours a day. O He works long hours (= starts work 
early and finishes late). © He gets paid by the hour 
(= for each hour worked). © Buses pull out every 
hour on the hour (= at the time an hour begins). 
2 An hour can be a period of time, not necessarily 
60 minutes, when you do something: a lunch hour 
3 An hour can be the distance you can travel in 60 
minutes: San Francisco is only a couple of hours 
away. 
hourly /‘aur-li/ adj [not gradable] © hourly pay (= 
pay.for every hour worked) © hourly bus service (= 
service once an hour) 
hourly /'aur-li/ adv [not gradable] © Tours are of- 
fered hourly (= once an hour). 


USAGE Tae a & ue 
hour or time? 
An hour is a period of 60 minutes. 

The trip takes about three hours. 

We went for a 2-hour walk. 
Time is measured in hours and minutes. We use 
time to refer to a particular point during the 
day or night, or to say when something 
happens. 

What time do you get up in the morning? 

There’s only one bus at that time of night. 
Remember to use time, not hour, when you 
are talking about what time it is. 

“What time is it?” “It’s 2 o'clock.” 

“What-heuris it? ts 2-0elock* 


IDIOMS with hour 


ehour after hour, hour upon hour for a long time 
O The dog just sits there hour after hour and watches 
the hamsters. 

ehours (and hours) infmi a long time © / spent 
hours filling out forms. 


hourglass /‘aur-glaes/ n [C] a glass container 
that contains sand that moves from an upper to a 
lower part through a narrow opening in the mid- 
dle and is used for measuring time 


hour-long, hourlong /‘aur'l:9/ adj continuing 
for one hour © Last night’s hour-long debate was 
broadcast live on TV. 
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house HOME /havs/ n [C] p/ houses 1 a building 
in which people, usually one family, live © to buy/ 
rent a house © a brick/clapboard house 9 my/your/ 
grandma’s house 2 A house can also be a building 
where animals are kept: a dog house 3 A house 
(also household) can also be all the people living 
in a house: Try not to wake the whole house when 
you come in! 
house /hauz/ v [T] © Homeless families have been 
housed (= given a place to live) in motels. 0 The 
building houses the library (= gives it space). 
housing /‘hau-zin/ n [U] buildings that people 
live in, or the providing of places for people to live 
© affordable/expensive housing 

BUSINESS /haus/ n [C] p/ houses 1 a business or 
organization © a publishing/fashion house 2 A 
house can also be a building or part of a building 
which is used by an organization: the Metropolitan 
Opera House 

POLITICS /haus/ n[C] pi houses 1 an organization 
that makes laws, or its meeting place 2 infm! The 
House is the US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

THEATER /haus/ n [C] p/ houses the seats in a the- 
ater, or the people watching a performance © The 
opera played to a full/empty house. 


IDIOM with house 


eon the house given to you free by a business © 
Your meal is on the house tonight! 


house arrest n [U] the legal act of forcing 
someone to stay at home instead of in a prison o 
Kitty's father was placed under house arrest. 


houseboat /'havs-bout/ n [C] a boat that peo- 
ple can use as their home 


housebound /‘haus-baund/ adj unable to 
leave home, esp. because of illness or injury © Ever 
since the accident she’s been housebound. 


housebroken /‘haus ,brou-kan/ adj (of a pet) 
taught to go outside to excrete waste matter O The 
puppy is still not housebroken. 


housefly /‘havs-flar/ n [C] a small, common FLY 
(= type of insect) often found in houses 


household /'haus-hould/ n[C] a group of peo- 
ple, often a family, who live together © She became 
part of his household. 


CONFUSABLES 
household or housework? 


In English household is not used to mean the 
work that you do to keep your house clean. The 
name for this work is housework. 
Traditionally women stayed at home to do the 
housework and raise the children. 
Fraditienally womerrstayed-_athomete-do-the 
household-and-raise-the-children: 


IDIOM with household 


«a household name, a household word a famous 
person or organization © Overnight, his name be- 
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came a household word and the movies he made 
afterward were instant successes. 


housekeeper /‘haus ki:-par/ n [C] a person, 
usually a woman, whose job is to take care of an- 
other person’s house, esp. by cleaning it 
housekeeping /‘haus ,ki:-pin/ n [U] © She does 
some light housekeeping (= cleaning) for us. 


House of Commons, infm! Commons n [U] 
in Canada, the group of elected government 
members that makes the laws 


House of Representatives, infm/ House n 
[U] the larger of the two elected groups of the US 
CONGRESS (= the group of people who make the 
laws) 


house-sit v [I] to stay in someone’s house while 
the person is away in order to keep it safe 


housewares /'‘hau-swerz, -swerz/ p/n equip- 
ment esp. for the kitchen that is sold in a store 


housewarming /‘haus wa:r-min/ n [C] a 
party that you give when you move into a new 
home 


housewife /‘haus-warf/ n [C] p! -wives some- 

one who manages a home and family instead of 
earning money from employment © Compare 
HOMEMAKER 


housework /‘haus-wark/ n [U] the work that 

you do around a house, for example cleaning, 
cooking, and washing clothes >» Usage: house- 
hold or housework? at HOUSEHOLD 


housing project, project n [C] a group of 

houses or apartments, usually provided by the 
government for families who have very low 
incomes 


hovel /‘hav-al, 'hav-/ n [C] a small home, esp. 
one that is dirty and in bad condition © Their house 
was little more than a hovel. 


hover /'hav-ar, 'hav-/ v [I] 1 to stay in the air in 
one place © A helicopter hovered overhead. 2 A per- 
son who hovers stands near someone, waiting for 
attention: She hovered outside her boss’s door. 


how /hau/ adv [not gradable] 1 in what way or 
state, to what amount or degree, or for what rea- 
son O How do we get to the interstate highway from 
here? © How did you hear about the concert? 0 How 
is your mother? © How did you like the movie? © How 
much does this cost? © How old is his daughter? 0 
She didn’t say how far it is to her house. © How long 
are you going to be at the gym? 2 How is sometimes 
used for emphasis: How nice to see you! 3 How are 
you? is used as a greeting: “Hi, howare you?” “Fine, 
thanks, how are you?” 4 How are things?, How’s 
everything?, and How’s it going? are informal 
greetings. © Hi Deb! How's it going? 5 How do you 
do? is a formal greeting: “I’m Jack Stewart.” “How 
do you do, I’m Angela Black.” 
how /hau/ conjunction the way or condition in 
which © Do you know how this machine works? © [+ 
to infinitive] Roz doesn’t know how to ride a bicycle. 
© | was horrified to hear about how she had been 
treated. 


wUSAGE de: a! eet erp att eee Pad 
how or what? 
Many people wrongly use how when they are 
talking about what something is called or what 
something or someone looks like. In these ex- 
pressions remember to use what. 
| don’t know what it’s called in English. 
+-dont-knew-hew-it’s-eatled-in-tngtish- 
I‘d like to see what it looks like before | buy it. 
d-ike-to-see-how-itooks-tike before buytt 


IDIOMS with how 


ehow about something, how about doing some- 
thing infm!| suggest this © How about going out for 
a walk after dinner? 

ehow come something happened infml why did 
something happen © How come you got invited and 
| didn’t? 

«how dare you do something | am very surprised 
and shocked by what you are doing © How dare 
you question my authority? 


howdy /'haud-i/ exclamation infml used as a 
greeting; HELLO © Howdy, folks! When did you all 
get here? 


however DEGREE /hau'ev-ar/ adv [not grada- 
ble] to whatever amount or degree © However fast 
we drive, we're not going to get there in time. © If 
Emma likes something she'll buy it, however much it 
costs. 


WAY /hau'ev-ar/ adv [not gradable] in whatever 
way © However you look at it, it’s still a mess. 
however /hau'ev-ar/ conjunction © You can do it 
however you like, it really doesn’t matter. 


DESPITE /hau'ev-ar/ adv [not gradable] despite 
this; NEVERTHELESS © There may, however, be other 
reasons that we don’t know about. 


howl /haul/ v [I] to make a long, high, crying 
sound, like that of a dog © Toby stepped on a nail, 
and he howled in pain. © The wind howled. © [+ that 
clause] (fig.) The senators kept howling (= loudly 
complaining) that there was not enough money in 
the budget to pay for the president’s plan. 
howl /haul/ n [C] fig. A howl of a person or a 
group can mean a complaint that is strongly ex- 
pressed: The loudest howl seemed to come from 
farmers in the Midwest. 


hr. n[C] abbreviation for HOUR 


HTML n [U] abbreviation for hypertext markup lan- 
guage (= a system for representing documents on 
computers) 


hub /hab/ n [C] the central part of something, 
esp. of a wheel, or a center of activity © Chicago is 
a major transportation hub, with the busiest airport 
in the US. 


hubbub /‘hab-ab/ n[U] a mixture of continuing 
noises producing a feeling of busy activity or con- 
fused excitement © There is always quite a hubbub 
in the hallways between class periods when students 
are moving from one room to another. 
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hubcap /'hab-kzep/ n [C] a round cover that fits 
over the center of the outside of a car’s wheel 


hubris /‘hju:-bras/ n [U] an extreme and unrea- 
sonable feeling of pride and confidence in yourself 
© Hubris brought him down in the end. 


huckleberry /‘hak-al,ber-i/ n [C] a small, 
round, dark blue fruit, or the low North American 
bush on which it grows 


huckster /‘hak-star/ n [C] disapproving a person 

who sells things or puts forward ideas in a very 
determined way that is often not completely 
honest 


huddle /‘had-1/ v [I always + adv/prep] to come 
close together in a group, or to hold your arms 
and legs close to your body, esp. because of cold 
or fear O Everyone huddled around the fire to keep 
warm. 
huddle /'had-Al/ n [C] © The football players 
formed a huddle. 


hue /hju:/ n [C] art a color, or the particular de- 
gree of light or dark of a color © In the waters of 
the Caribbean there are fish of every hue. 


huff /haf/ v [I] to breathe loudly, esp. after physi- 
cal exercise © He huffed and puffed going up the 
stairs. 


IDIOM with huff 


ein a huff feeling angry and upset © When Julia 
criticized his art, Geraldo left in a huff. 


hug /hag/ v [I/T] -gg- to hold someone or some- 
thing close to your body with your arms, esp. to 
show affection © [T] Maria hugged her dog. © [T] As 
the verdict of not guilty was announced, he leaped 
up and hugged his lawyer. © [T] (fig.) Some fish hug 
(= stay close to) the bottom of the lake. 
hug /hag/ n[C] © My little boy always gets a kiss 
and a hug before he goes to bed. 


huge /hju:d3, ju:d3/ adj [-er/-est only] extremely 
large in size or amount © a huge forest © a huge 
parking lot 0 They made huge profits in real estate. 
hugely /'hju:d3li, ‘ju:d3-/ adv © Their business 
has been hugely successful. 

huh /hi, h?m/ exclamation said to show that you 
have not heard or understood something, or used 
at the end of a statement to question it © “Huh? 
What did you say?” 0 “You called right in middle of 
dinner.” “Great timing, huh?” 


hulk BROKEN THING /halk/ n [C] the body of an 
old ship, car, or large piece of equipment, which 
is broken and no longer used © The rusted hulk of 
an abandoned car sat at the side of the road. 
LARGE PERSON /halk/ n [C] a large, heavy person 
or thing © He was a huge hulk of a man, about six 
and a half feet tall. 

hull SHIP /hal/ n [C] the body or frame of a ship, 
most of which lies under the water 

PLANT COVERING /hal/ n[C] the outer covering of 
a seed or fruit, such as the shell of a nut 


hullabaloo /hal-a-be'lu:/ n [C] p/ hullabaloos 
infml a loud noise made by people, often because 
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they are angry, or a situation in which many peo- 
ple are angry or upset © They finally stopped pro- 
duction of the play because of all the hullabaloo it 
caused. 


hum /ham/ v[I/T] -mm- 1 to make a continuous, 
low sound, or to sing a tune with closed lips © [I] 
Debbie always hums to herself when she listens to 
music. 0 [T] I've forgotten how that tune goes — could 
you hum it for me? 2 fig. If something is humming, 
it is very busy and full of activity: [I] Factories that 
make paper products are humming at 97% of 
capacity. 
hum /ham/ n[C usually sing] © We could hear the 
constant hum of traffic outside the window. 


human /‘hju:-man, ‘ju:-/ adj of or typical of peo- 
ple o the human body © Of course | make mistakes, 
I’m only human (= not perfect). © The accident was 
due to human error (= a person’s mistake). 
human (being) /‘hju:-man ('bi:-1n), ‘jur-/ n[C] 
a person 
humanity /hju:'meen-at-i, ju:-/ n [U] all people 
in the world as a whole, or the qualities character- 
istic of people © The former general was put on trial 
for crimes against humanity. © See also: HUMANITY 
at HUMANE 
humanize /‘hju::ma,naiz, ‘ju:-/ v [T] to make 
someone or something kinder, gentler, or more 
agreeable © /f people were just a little more courte- 
ous, it would humanize this city a lot. 
humanly /‘hju:-man+li, 'ju:-/ adv ° They did ev- 
erything humanly possible to help her (= They did 
everything they could). 


WORD FAMILY human 


Nouns human 
humanism 
humanity 
humanitarian 


inhumanity 


Adjectives human 
inhuman 
superhuman 
humane 
humanitarian 


Adverbs Verbs humanize 


humanly 
humanely 


humane /hju: ‘mein, ju:-/ adj showing kindness, 
care, and sympathy toward others, esp. those who 
are suffering © She felt it was more humane to kill 
the injured animal quickly than to let it suffer. 
humanity /hju:'mezen-at-i, ju:-/ n [U] under- 
standing and kindness toward other people 0 He 
showed his humanity by giving generously to chari- 
ties. O See also: HUMANITY at HUMAN 
humanely /hju:'mein-li, ju:-/ adv 


humanism /‘hju:-ma,niz-am, ‘ju:-/ n [U] so- 
cial studies a system of thought and reasoning 
based on human values and interests, often with- 
out accepting the beliefs of religion 


humanitarian /hju:,mzn-a'ter-i:-an, ju:-/ 
adj involved in or connected with improving peo- 
ple’s lives and reducing suffering © humanitarian 
aid in the form of food supplies 
humanitarian /hju: ,meen-a'ter-i:-an, ju:-/n[C] 
oO She was regarded by many as a compassionate 
humanitarian. 
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humanities /hju:'mzn-at-iz, ju:-/ pi n litera- 

ture, language, history, PHILOSOPHY, and other 
subjects that are not a science, or the study of 
these subjects 


humankind /‘hju:-man ,kaind, ‘ju:-/ n [U] the 
whole of the human race, including both men and 
women 


humanly /‘hju:-mon-li, ju:-/ adv © See at 
HUMAN 


human nature n [U] the behavior and feel- 
ings common to most people 


human race n [U] all people © This is the big- 
gest health problem that faces the human race. 


human resources, personnel n [U] the de- 
partment within a company or organization that 
is responsible for its relationship with its employees 
and for following employment laws 


human rights p/ 1 social studies the basic 
rights to fair and moral treatment that every per- 
son is believed to have 


humble NOT PROUD /‘ham-bal/ adj tending to 
consider yourself as having no special importance 
that makes you better than others; not proud © 
He’s a humble man and he’s not comfortable talking 
about his own achievements. 
humble /'ham-bal/ v [T] © Seeing the courage and 
skill of the disabled athletes was a humbling 
experience. 
humbly /‘ham-bli/ adv o | humbly ask your 
pardon. 


LOW IN RANK /'ham-bal/ adj low in rank or posi- 
tion; poor © She rose from humble origins to become 
one of the best-known political writers in the world. 
humbly /'ham-bli/ adv o They live humbly (= 
simply). 

humdrum /‘ham-dram/ adj lacking excitement 
and interest; ordinary © We lead such a humdrum 
life/existence. 


humid /‘hju:-mad, ju:-/ adj (of air and weather) 
containing extremely small drops of water in the 
air O New York is very hot and humid in the summer. 
humidify /hju:'mid:o far, ju:-/ v [T] to make air 
wetter © The doctor says we need to humidify the air 
in the baby’s room because it’s too dry. 
humidifier /hju:'mid-9a ,fat-ar, ju:-/ n [C] a ma- 
chine that adds water to the air 
humidity /hju:'mid-at-i, ju:-/ n (U] earth sci- 
ence a measure of how wet the air is © Tomorrow 
will be hot, with high humidity. 


humiliate /hju:'mil-i: ert, ju:-/ v [T] to make 
you feel asharned or lose respect for yourself © They 
called him an old fool in public just to humiliate him. 
humiliating /hju:'mul-i: ert-1n, ju:-/ adj © [+ to 
infinitive] /t was humiliating to see all my possessions 
piled on the street. 
humiliation /hju: ,muil-i:'er- fan, ju:-/ n [C/U] © 
[U] the humiliation of defeat 


humility /hju:'mil-at-i, ju:-/ n [U] the feeling or 
attitude that you have no special importance that 


makes you better than others; lack of pride © 
Grandma was a religious woman of deep humility. 


hummed /hamd/ past simple and past participle 
of HUM 


humming /‘ham-1n/ present participle of HUM 


hummingbird /‘ham-1n,b3rd/ n [C] a very 
small, brightly colored bird with a long beak that 
it uses to drink NECTAR (= sweet liquid) from 
flowers 


humongous /hju:'man-gas, ju:-/ adj infmi very 
large O We had our picture taken in New Mexico 
before a humongous cactus. 


humor AMUSEMENT, Cdn, 8r humour /'hju:- 
mar, ‘ju:-/ n[U] the ability to be amused by some- 
thing seen, heard, or thought about, sometimes 
causing you to smile or laugh, or the quality in 
something that causes such amusement © He has 
a wonderful sense of humor. © Fortunately, she saw 
the humor in the situation. 
humorist /‘hju:-ma-rast, ‘ju:-/ n [C] a person 
who regularly writes or tells amusing stories, esp. 
as part of a job 
humorous /‘hju:-ma-ras, 'ju:-/ adj O Mark Twain 
was known for his humorous short sketches. 
humorless, Cdn, Br humourless /‘hju:-mar-las, 
‘ju:-/ adj unable to see humor in things when most 
others do © His father was humorless, embittered 
man. 
humorously /‘hju:-ma-ra:sli, ‘ju:-/ adv 

AGREE WITH, Cdn, 8r humour /'hju:-mar, ‘ju:-/ v[T] 
to agree to someone’s wishes in order to help im- 
prove that person’s mood or to avoid upsetting 
him or her © Phil seems a bit cranky today, so just 
humor him. 


hump /hamp/ n[C] 1a large, round, raised lump 
or part © The car swerved when it hit a hump in the 
road. 2 A hump is also a round, raised part on a 
person’s or animal’s back: a camel’s hump 


hunch IDEA /hant{/ n [C] an idea that is based 
on feeling and for which there is no proof © [+ that 
clause] | had a hunch that you’d be here. 


BEND /hant{f/ v [I/T] to lean forward with your 
shoulders raised or to bend your back and shoul- 
ders into a rounded shape © [I] We gathered in a 
circle and hunched over the fire to get warm. 


hunchback /‘hant{-bzk/ n [C] a person who 

has a back with a large, round lump on it and 
therefore looks bent over even when standing 
upright 


hundred /‘han-drad/ number 1 100 © We've 
driven a/one hundred miles in the last two hours. © 
This area of the coast is home to hundreds of bird 
species. 2 A/one hundred percent means com- 
pletely: / agree with you a hundred percent. 
hundredth /'‘han-drate/ adj, adv, n [C] 1 She 
reached her hundredth birthday. 2 A hundredth is 
one of a hundred equal parts of something. 


USAGE. ia a ie ee 
hundred or hundreds? 


If you are using hundred to describe a partic- 
ular number, use the singular form. Only use it 
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in the plural form to refer to a large number 
that is not exact. 
There are three hundred people employed 
here. 


Fhere-are-over-three hundreds people 


Hundreds of fans were waiting outside the 
theater. 


hung /had/ past simple and past participle of HANG 


hunger FOOD /‘han-ger/ n [U] the uncomfort- 
able or painful feeling in your stomach caused by 
the need for or lack of food © Mother Teresa de- 
voted her life to fighting hunger in the poorest parts 
of the world. 


DESIRE /'han-ger/ n [U] a strong wish or desire © a 
hunger for adventure/power 

hunger /'han-ger/ v [I always + adv/prep] © She 
had always hungered for a starring role in a musical. 
WORD FAMILY hunger 

Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


hunger hunger 


Adjectives hungry 


hungrily 


hunger strike n [C] a period when someone 
such as a prisoner refuses to eat, usually to show 
strong opposition to something 


hungry NEEDING FOOD /‘han-gri/ adj feeling 
the need to eat because there has been a period 
of time when you have not eaten © The children 
are always hungry when they get home from school. 
© They were poor and often went to bed hungry (= 
did not get enough to eat at night). 


“WORD CHOICES hungry 


The adjective ravenous can be used to describe 
someone who is very hungry. 

I‘m ravenous; when's dinner ready? 
Informal words which mean “very hungry” are 
famished or starving. 

I’m famished! | haven't eaten anything since 

this morning. 

Is there anything to eat? I’m starving! 
The phrase have a good appetite can be used 
for someone who is often hungry and eats a lot 
of food. 

Both my children have very good appetites. 


EAGER /‘han-gri/ adj having a strong desire; eager 
O Kim is so hungry for success that she'll do anything 
to achieve it. 

hung up /hag'ap/ adj infm! feeling unreasonably 
anxious, esp. about yourself 0 Don’t be so hung up 
about your weight — you look fine. 

hunk PIECE /hank/ n [C] a large, thick piece, esp. 
of food © a hunk of bread/cheese/meat 

MAN /hank/ n [C] slang a large, strong man, esp. 
one who is attractive 


hunker down /‘hay:ker/ phrasal verb 1 to sit 
with your knees bent in front of you so that your 
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buttocks are almost resting on your heels 0 We 
hunkered down near the campfire. 2 To hunker 
down is also to be prepared to stay in a particular 
place or situation for as long as necessary, esp. for 
protection or to achieve something: We hunkered 
down in the cellar while the storm raged outside. © 
Members of Congress were hunkered down for weeks 
of debate on the health-care issue. 


hunky-dory /,harki:'doiri, -'dour-i/ adj inf 
(esp. of a situation) satisfactory and pleasant © You 
can’t lose your temper with everyone like that and 
then expect everything to be hunky-dory. 


hunt CHASE /hant/ v [I/T] to chase or search for 
a wild animal or bird with the intention of killing 
or catching it for food, sport, or profit © [I] He hunts 
every weekend. © [T] Cats like to hunt mice and birds. 
hunt /hant/ n [C] © a deer hunt 
hunter /'hant-ar/ n [C] a person or animal that 
hunts animals for food or sport 
hunting /'hant-1n/ n [U] O My father and | both 
enjoy hunting. 

SEARCH /hant/ v [I/T] to search for something or 
someone 9 [I] I’ve hunted everywhere for the missing 
keys. 
hunt /hant/ n[C] © The hunt for the injured climber 
continued through the night. 
hunting /,hant-1n/ n° They spend their weekends 
house hunting. © Career counselors offer job-hunting 
strategies. 


PHRASAL VERB with hunt 


ehunt someone down [M] to find someone after 
searching hard © Detectives have finally managed 
to hunt down the thieves. 


hurdle /‘hsard-9l/ n [C] 1 a frame for jumping 
over in a race 2 A hurdle is also a difficulty to be 
dealt with: There are a lot of hurdles to overcome 
before the contract can be signed. 
hurdle /‘hard-?l/ v[l/T] © [T] The boys hurdled the 
fence (= jumped over it). 
hurdler /'hard-lar, -®l-ar/ n[C] a competitor ina 
race over a series of hurdles 


hurl /‘harl/ v [T] to throw something forcefully © 
The volcano hurled hundreds of tons of rock, ash, and 
dust into the air. © He hurled (= shouted) insults at 
his boss. 


hurrah, hoorah /hoa'ra, -'ro:/, hooray /hu'rel, 
ha-/ exclamation used to express excitement, plea- 
sure, or approval © Hurrah for the whole team! 


hurricane /‘h3r-9,kein, 'ha-ra-/ n[C] earth sci- 
ence a violent storm with strong circular winds of 
at least 72 miles (or 118 kilometers) per hour, esp. 
in the western Atlantic Ocean 


hurry /‘h3r-i, ‘ha-ri/ v [I/T] to move or act quickly, 
or to cause someone to move or act quickly © [I] 
We have to hurry if we're going to make it there in 
time. © [T] | hurried the kids through their breakfasts. 
hurry /'h3r-i, ‘ha-ri/ n [U] 0 We've got plenty of 
time — what's the hurry (= Why hurry)? 0 He’s ina 
hurry to get to a meeting (= wants to get there 
quickly). © /’min no hurry for the book (=| do not 
need it back quickly)— keep it as long as you want. 
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hurried /‘har-id, 'ha-rid/ adj [not gradable] done 
quickly © We left early, after a hurried breakfast. 
hurriedly /'h3r-ad-li, 'ha-rad-/ adv 0 The man 
hurriedly walked away. 


WORD FAMILY hurry 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


hurry hurry 


Adjectives hurried 
unhurried 


hurriedly 


IDIOM with hurry 


e hurry up and do something to do something very 
soon O All | wanted was for these very boring people 
to hurry up and leave. 


PHRASAL VERB with hurry 


e hurry up do something more quickly © Hurry up, 
or we'll miss the bus! 


hurt /hart/ v [I/T] past hurt 1 to feel pain, or to 
cause pain or injury to yourself or someone else © 
[1] Tell me where it hurts. © [I] My leg hurts. © [T] 
Stop! You're hurting me! © [T] Emilio hurt his back 
when he fell off a ladder. 2 To hurt also means to 
cause harm or difficulty: [T] A lot of businesses are 
being hurt by high interest rates. © [T] His lack of 
experience may hurt his chances of getting the job. 
3 To hurt someone can also mean to make some- 
one upset or unhappy: [T] | didn’t mean to hurt 
your feelings. 
hurt /hart/ adj [not gradable] feeling pain or be- 
ing upset © / saw you fall — are you hurt? © Naomi 
was hurt by your criticism. 
hurt /hart/ n [U] emotional pain © /t’s a hurt that 
he has tried all his life to heal. 
hurtful /‘hart-fal/ adj [not gradable] causing 
emotional pain © a hurtful remark 


WORD FAMILY hurt 


Nouns hurt 


Verbs hurt 
Adverbs 


Adjectives hurtful hurtfully 


IDIOM with hurt 


eit doesn’t hurt to do something, it doesn’t hurt 
to have something it is an advantage to do or have 
something © It doesn’t hurt to have money when 
you want to run for office. 


hurtle /‘hart-2l/ v [| always + adv/prep] to move 
very fast, esp. in what seems a dangerous way © 
The truck hurtled along at breakneck speed. 


husband /‘haz-band/ n[C] the man to whoma 
woman is married; a married man © Compare WIFE 


hush /haj/ n [U] quiet or silence, esp. after noise 
0 A hush fell over the crowd. 
hush /haf/ exclamation © Hush! You'll wake the 
baby! 
hushed /haft/ adj [not gradable] © hushed tones/ 
voices 


PHRASAL VERB with hush 


ehush up something [M] to prevent something 
from becoming known © The mayor tried to hush 
up the fact that he had been in prison. 


hush-hush adj infm/ secret © | can’t tell you any- 
thing about it — it’s all hush-hush. 


husk /hask/ n[C] the dry, outer covering of some 
fruits and seeds © corn husks 


husky VOICE /'has-ki/ adj (esp. of a person’s 
voice) low and sounding slightly damaged © The 
singer had a husky voice. 

STRONG /‘has-ki/ adj (esp. of boys or men) big and 
strong © Rennett was a husky, broad-shouldered kid. 

DOG /‘has-ki/ n[C] a type of dog that is strong and 
furry and is used for pulling SLEDS in cold regions 
of the world 


hustle ACT QUICKLY /‘has-al/ v [I] to act quickly 
and with energy © /f we really hustle, we can finish 
the job by lunchtime. 
hustle /'has-al/ n[U] energetic action © The team 
showed a lot of determination and hustle. o They love 
the hustle and bustle of the city (= its energy and 
excitement). 


PUSH /'has-al/ v [T always + adv/prep] to push or 
force someone along © The demonstrators were 
hustled out of the hall. 


SELL /'has-al/ v [T] infm/ to forcefully encourage 
someone to buy something, or to cheat someone 
© On weekends they hustle tourists on the 
waterfront. 
hustle /'has-al/ n [C] infml a dishonest way of 
making money © Advertising turns every achieve- 
ment into a hustle. 
hustler /'has-lar/ n[C] someone who tries to get 
something, usually money, by deceiving others 


hut /hat/ n[C] a small, simple house or shelter © 
a thatched hut 


hutch CAGE /hatf/ n[C] a cage or box to keep 
small animals in 


CABINET /hatf/ n[C] a cabinet with doors or draw- 
ers on the bottom and usually open shelves on the 
top 


hyacinth /‘har-9-siné/ n[C] a pleasant-smelling 
plant with a lot of small flowers growing closely 
around a thick stem 


hybrid /‘har-brid/ n[C] 1 biology a plant or ani- 
mal that has been produced from two different 
types of plant or animal 2 A hybrid is also anything 
that is a mixture of two or more things: The archi- 
tecture is a hybrid of classical and modern styles. 3 
A hybrid vehicle is one that is able to operate using 
either of two fuels: US automakers are wrestling 
with how much to invest in hybrid gas-electric cars. 
hybridization /,hat-brid-a'zer-fan/ n [U] biol- 
ogy the process of producing a plant or animal 
from two different types of plant or animal 


hydrant /‘hai-drant/ n [C] short form of FIRE 
HYDRANT. 


hydrate GIVE WATER /‘har-dreit/ v [I/T] to pro- 
vide someone or something with water or liquid © 
[T] Drink lots of water and keep your body hydrated. 

CHEMICAL /‘har-dreit/ v [T] chemistry to chemi- 
cally combine a substance or substances with 
water 
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hydrate /'har-drert/ n[C] chemistry a substance 
produced by chemically combining substances 
with water 


hydraulic /hat'dro:-lik/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
device) operated by water pressure or by pressure 
from another liquid © The plane’s hydraulic systems 
can withstand incredibly high temperatures. 


hydrocarbon /,hai-dra'kar-ban/ n [C] biol- 
ogy, chemistry a chemical combination of HyY- 
DROGEN (= a gas) and CARBON (= a chemical 
element that is in all animals and plants), found in 
fuels 


hydrcelectric /,hai-drou-1'lek-trik/ adj [not 
gradable] of or related to electricity produced from 
the energy of fast-moving water © a hydroelectric 
power plant 


hydrogen /‘ha-dra-d3an/ n [U] physics the 
lightest gas, one of the chemical elements, and 
having no color, taste, or smell 


hydrogen bomb, H-bomb n[C]a type of nu- 
clear bomb 


hydrogen bond n [C] science a weak con- 
nection that is formed between an atom of HY- 
DROGEN (= a gas) and an atom of another 
substance such as oxygen or NITROGEN (= a gas) 


hydrogen peroxide n[U] a liquid chemical 
used for killing bacteria or making hair lighter in 
color 


hydrology /ha ‘dral-9-d3i/ n [U] earth science 
the study of water on the earth, for example, 
where it is and how it is used 
hydrologic /,hat-dra'lad3-1k/ adj [not gradable] 
earth science 


hydrolysis /hai‘dral-a-sas/ n [U] chemistry a 
chemical reaction in which one substance reacts 
with water to produce another 


hydronium /hat 'drou-ni:-am/ n[U] chemistry 
an ION of HYDROGEN that has been combined 
with water 


hydrosphere /‘hat-dra,sfir/ n (U] earth sci- 
ence all of the water on the earth’s surface, such 
as the seas, lakes, and ice, and sometimes also in- 
cluding water above the earth’s surface, such as 
clouds 


hydroxide /hai'drak-said/ n [C] chemistry a 
chemical that contains a combination of oxygen 
and HYDROGEN atoms with a negative electrical 
CHARGE 


hyena /hat'i::ne/ n [C] a wild animal cf Africa 
and Asia that looks like a dog and makes a laugh- 
ing sound 


hygiene /‘har-d3i:n/ n [U] the practice or prin- 
ciples of keeping yourself and your environment 
clean in order to maintain health and prevent dis- 
ease © He doesn’t care much about personal hygiene. 
hygienic /hat'd3i:-nik, -'dzen-1k/ adj [not grad- 
able] clean and unlikely to cause disease 


bs hypnosis 


hymn /him/ n [C] a song of praise, esp. to God 
hymnal /‘him-nal/, hymnbook /'him-buk/ n [C] 
a book of hymns 


hype /haip/ n [U] infmi information that makes 
something seem very important or exciting © The 
big-name, big-money New York art world is full of 
hype. 
hype /‘haip/ v [T] infmi to make something seem 
more exciting or important than it is © No sports 
event is more hyped than the Super Bowl. 


hyped (up) /haipt, ‘harp 'tap/ adj infml emo- 
tionally excited, nervous, or anxious © | was really 
hyped about my new car, so it was disappointing 
when | had to keep bringing it in for repairs. 


hyper /‘hat-par/ adj infm! extremely excited or 
nervous © | was so hyper it took me over an hour to 
get to sleep. 


hyper- /,hat-par/ prefix having a lot or too much 
of the stated quality © hypercritical © hyper- 
intelligent 


hyperactive /hai-pa'rek-tiv/ adj [not grada- 
ble] (esp. of children) extremely or unusually ac- 
tive O She wanted to keep her hyperactive son busy. 


hyperbola /hat'p3r-ba-la/ n [C] mathematics 
a type of curve made up of two curves that are not 
connected 


hyperbole /hai'p3r-ba-li/ n [U] 1 a way of 
speaking or writing that makes someone or some- 
thing sound much bigger, better, smaller, worse, 
more unusual, etc., than they are © Although he’s 
not given to hyperbole, Ron says we are light-years 
ahead of our time. 2 literature Hyperbole is also 
the use of such language to express humor or 
great emotion. 


hypersensitive / hat-par'sen-sat-1v/ adj [not 
gradable] very easily changed or damaged by 
physical conditions, or easily upset © He’s hyper- 
sensitive about his height. 


hypertension /,har-par'ten-tfan/ n[U] medical 
unusually high blood pressure 


hyperventilate /,har-par'vent-l ert/ v [I] to 
breathe too quickly, causing too much oxygen to 
enter the blood 


hyphen /‘hat-fan/ n[C] the mark (-) used in writ- 
ing to join two words together, or between the 
syllables of a word when it is divided at the end of 
a line of text 
hyphenaie /‘hai-fa,neit/ v [T] © She hyphenates 
her first name, Anne-Marie. 


hypnosis /hip 'nou-sas/ n [U] an artificially pro- 

duced state of mind similar to sleep in which a 
erson can be influenced to say or do things 

hypholic /hip 'nat-1k/ adj [not gradable] relating 
to or causing hypnosis © a hypnotic trance © the 
hypnotic rhythm of the waves 
hypnotize /‘hip-na ,taiz, -ma-/ v [T] to produce 
hypnosis in someone, or to completely influence 
someone © The crowd sits hypnotized by Harper's 
trumpet. 
hypnotism /‘hip-na,tiz-am, -me-/ n [U] the act 
of causing hypnosis 
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hypochondria /,hat-pa'kan-dri:-a/ [U] un- 
necessary anxiety about and attention to your 
health 
hypochondriac /,hat-pa'kan-dri: ek/ n [C] © 
Elderly hypochondriacs were generally complainers in 
their youth. 


hypocrisy /hi'pak-ra-si/ n [U] disapproving pre- 
tending to be what you are not, or pretending to 
believe something that you do not © Critics are ac- 
cusing him of hypocrisy and deceit. 
hypocrite /‘hip-a,krit/ n [C] © The biggest hyp- 
ocrites in sports are owners who yell about players’ 
salaries. 
hypocritical /,hrp-a'krit-1-kal/ adj [not grada- 
ble] 0 It’s hypocritical for him to criticize her for doing 
the same things that he does. 


hypodermic /,ha-pa'dar-mik/ adj [not grad- 
able] (of medical tools) used to INJECT drugs under 
a person’s skin © a hypodermic needle/syringe 


D 


hypotenuse /har'pat-®n urs, -,u:z/ n [C] ge- 
ometry the longest side of a triangle that has one 
angle of 90° 


hypothalamus /,hat-pa'ezl-a-mas/ n[C usu- 
ally sing] biology a small part in the front of the 
brain that controls body temperature and tells 
your body if you are hungry or need a drink of 
water 


hypothermia /hat-p2'93r-mi:-a, -pou-/ n [U] 
medical a dangerous condition in which a person’s 
body temperature is unusually low 
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hypothesis © /hat 'pad-a-sas/ n[C] pl hypoth- 
eses science an idea or explanation for something 
that is based on known facts but has not yet been 
proven © Several hypotheses for global warming 
have been suggested. 
hypothesize © /har'pae-a saiz/ v [I/T] to give 
a possible but not yet proven explanation for 
something © There’s no point hypothesizing about 
how the accident happened, since we'll never really 
know. 


hypothetical © /,har-pa'set-1kal/ adj [not 
gradable] of or based on a HYPOTHESIS © He dis- 
missed the questions as purely hypothetical. 
hypothetically @ /,har-pa'eet-1-kli/ adv O Any 
electronic voting system is hypothetically hackable. 


hysterectomy /his-ta'rek-ta-mi/ n[C] a medi- 
cal operation to remove part or all of a woman’s 
uterus 


hysteria /hi'ster-i:-a, hr'stir-/ n [U] excitement 
or emotion that is uncontrollable 0 One woman, 
close to hysteria, grabbed my arm. 
hysterical /h1'ster-1-kal/ adj © Calm down, you're 
getting hysterical. © She broke into hysterical laugh- 
ter (= laughter that is uncontrollable). © (infml 
That joke was hysterical (= extremely amusing). 
hysterically /hi'ster-1-kli/ adv [not gradable] o 
Gillian was laughing/crying hysterically. 
hysterics /hr'ster-tks/ p/n a state of uncontrol- 
lable excitement or emotion © | told her she 
couldn't have it and she went into hysterics. 


Hz /harts/ n [C] physics abbreviation for HERTZ 
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I LETTER, i /ai/ n[C] pll’s, i’s the ninth letter of the 
English alphabet 


NUMBER, i /a1, wan/ number the ROMAN NUMERAL 
for the number 1 


PERSON /ai/ pronoun the person speaking © / can 
see her car. » Usage: me or |? at ME 


iambic pentameter /a'zm-bik pen'tem: 
at-ar/ n [U] fiterature a style of writing poems in 
lines of ten syllables with emphasis on the second, 
fourth, sixth, eighth, and tenth syllable 0 Compare 
BLANK VERSE 


ice FROZEN WATER /ais/ n [U] water that has fro- 
zen solid, or pieces of this © Don’t slip on the ice. 0 
I‘d like a ginger ale with no ice. 
iced /atst/, ice /ats/ adj [not gradable] very cold, 
or with ice added © iced tea © USAGE: Used to de- 
cribe drinks that are usually drunk hot. 
icy /‘at-si/ adj 1 covered with ice © an icy sidewalk 
2 Icy also means extremely cold, like ice. © icy 
winds © See also: ICY 


COVER CAKE /ais/ v [T] FROST COVER CAKE 
WORD FAMILY ice 


Nouns ice Adjectives iced 
icicle icy 
icing 

Verbs’ ice 


Adverbs _ icily 


iceberg /‘ais-barg/ n[C] a very large mass of ice 
that floats in the sea 


icebreaker SHIP /‘ais brei-kar/ n[C] a strong 
ship that can move through ice 

GAME OR JOKE /‘ais ,bret-kar/ n [C] a game, joke, 
or story that makes people who do not know each 
other feel more comfortable together 


ice-cold adj [not gradable] extremely cold © The 
water off the coast here is always ice-cold. 


ice cream n[U] a sweet, frozen food made from 
milk and cream © chocolate ice cream 


ice-cream cone, cone n [C] a small, cone- 
shaped, edible container that holds ice cream © 
Who wants an ice-cream cone? 


ice cube n [C] a small block of ice, esp. one put 
into a drink to make it cold 


ice hockey n [U] HOCKEY 


ice skate /‘ais-skert/ n [C usually pl] a special 
shoe with a metal blade attached to the bottom 
that you wear to slide over ice 

ice-skate /'ars-skeit/ v [I] © Vivian loves to ice- 
skate. 

ice skating /‘ais skert-19/ n [UJ 


ice storm n[C] astorm in which frozen rain falls 
and covers everything with ice 0 Northern New 
York is still recovering from last week's ice storm. 


ice water n [U] water that has been made very 
cold, esp. by putting ice in it 


icicle /'a1 ,stk-al/ n [C] a pointed stick of ice that 
hangs down from something 


icing /‘a1-sin/, frosting n[U] the sweet, thick mix- 
ture of sugar, liquid, and flavoring that is used to 
cover cakes 


IDIOM with icing 


eicing on the cake an unexpected additional 
good thing © He was delighted to have his story 
published — getting paid for it was just icing on the 
cake. 


icky /'tk-i/ adj a child’s word unpleasant or disgust- 
ing © Rory thinks peas are icky. 


iCOM REPRESENTATION /‘at-kan/ n [C] a famous 
person or thing that represents something of im- 
portance © The US Capitol building is an American 
icon. 
iconic /at'kan-1k/ adj © Scenes of Parisians dancing 
in the streets remain iconic images from World War Il. 

COMPUTER SYMBOL /'ai-kan/ n [C] a picture on a 
computer screen that represents a program, DISK 
DRIVE, file, or instruction © Click on the icon to open 
the program. 

HOLY PAINTING /'‘ai-kan/ n [C] a painting of Jesus 
Christ or of a holy person © USAGE: Used esp. in 
some Christian religions. 


icy /‘a1-si/ adj unfriendly and showing dislike © an 
icy stare © See also: ICY at ICE FROZEN WATER 


I'd /aid/ contraction of | had or | would © I'd (= | 


had) just got in the shower when the phone rang. © 
I‘d (=| would) love to see you. 


ID /at'di:/ n [C/U] any official card or document 
with your name and other information on it that 
you use to prove who you are © [U] You need two 
pieces of ID to cash a check. 


idea SUGGESTION /ai'di:-a/ n [C] a suggestion, 
thought, or plan © “Let’s go swimming.” “Good 
idea!” © She’s full of bright ideas. 


WORD CHOICES idea tt ti—(‘i—s—sS 


An idea about how to do something is often 
described as a plan, thought, or suggestion. 
The plan is to rent a car when we get there. 
Have you got any suggestions for 
improvements? 
Have you had any thoughts on presents for 
your mother? 
A sudden, clever idea is sometimes described 
as a brainstorm. 
| wasn’t sure what to do and then | had a 
brainstorm — | could ask Anna for help. 
The noun theory is sometimes used to describe 
a set of ideas intended to explain something. 
He was giving a lecture on Einstein’s theory of 
relativity. 
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KNOWLEDGE /al'di:-9/ n [C/U] knowledge or un- 
derstanding about something © [C] Can you give 
me a rough idea of the cost (= tell me approximately 
how much it will cost)? © [U] You have no idea what 
| just said, do you? 

BELIEF /ai'di:-9/ n [C] a belief about something © 
They have some unusual ideas about parenting. 

PURPOSE /ar'di:-9/ n [C usually sing] a purpose or 
reason for doing something © The idea behind the 
law is to raise money for education. 


ideal PERFECT /a1‘di:I/ adj [not gradable] perfect, 
or the best possible © In an ideal world, no one 
would go hungry. 

ideal /ar'di:l/ n [U] © She’s my ideal of beauty (= 
perfectly beautiful). 

ideally /ar'di:-li/ adv [not gradable] © This job is 
ideally suited to her skills. 

idealize /at'di:-9,laiz/ v [T] to think of or repre- 
sent someone or something as perfect © Thoreau 
seemed to idealize the women close to him. 
PRINCIPLE /ar'‘di:l/ n[C] a principle that sets a high 
standard for behavior © | think most people share 
the same ideals and basic beliefs. 

idealism /at'di:-9,l1z-am/ n [U] © He wrote about 
America’s lost idealism (= belief in principles). 
idealist /ar'di:l-ast/ n [C] a person who values 
principles above practical behavior 

idealistic /ar di:-a'lis-ttk/ adj © She sacrificed ide- 
alistic dreams for conventional reality. 


identical © /a'dent-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] 
exactly the same, or very similar © The test is iden- 
tical to the one you took last year. 
identically @ /at'dent-1-kli/ adv [not gradable] 
O The two sisters dressed identically. 


identical twin n [C usually pl] either of two 
people who came from the same egg, are the 
same sex, and look extremely similar © Compare 
FRATERNAL TWIN 


identification © /ar,dent-9-fa'ker-fan/ n[U] 
1 the ability to name or recognize someone or 
something © Identification of the victims of the plane 
crash still is not complete. 2 \dentification is also 
proof of who someone or something is, usually in 
the form of documents: We were asked to show 
identification at the airport check-in. 


identify © /a1'dent-a,fai/ v [T] to recognize or 
be able to name someone or something, or to 
prove who or what someone or something is © 
Small babies can identify their mothers. © The police 
officer refused to identify himself. 
identifiable © /a1,dent-a'fa-a-bal/ adjo In her 
bright yellow coat, she was easily identifiable (= you 
could recognize her). 


WORD FAMILY identify 


Nouns identification Adjectives identifiable 


unidentified 


identity 
identify 


Verbs 


PHRASAL VERBS with identify 


eidentify with someone FEEL SIMILAR to feel you 
are like someone and understand the way that 


person thinks © / don’t really identify with those 
beautiful, thin models in magazines. 

eidentify someone with something CONNECT to 
connect someone with something in your mind © 
The singer has become closely identified with raising 
awareness about poverty in Africa. 


identity © PERSON /ai'dent-at-i/ n [C] who a 
person is, or the qualities of a person or group that 
make them different from others © [U] As a jour- 
nalist she refuses to reveal the identity of her source. 


MATHEMATICAL STATEMENT /ar'dent-at:i/ n [C] 
algebra an EQUATION (= mathematical state- 
ment) that is true for every value given to a VARI- 
ABLE (= number that can change) 


identity crisis n[C] a feeling that you are not 
sure of who you are or what you should do 


ideology © /,a1d-i:'al-9-d3i, ,1d-/ n [C/U] poli- 
tics & government a theory or set of beliefs, esp. 
one on which a political system, party, or organi- 
zation is based 
ideological @ /,aid-i:-a'lad3-1-kal, ,1d-/ adj o 
They voted along ideological lines. 
ideologically © /,aid-i:-a'lad3-1-kli, ,1d-/ adv 


idiom /'1d-i:-am/ n[C] 1a group of words whose 
meaning considered as a unit is different from the 
meanings of each word considered separately © 
Mastering the use of idioms can be hard for a learner. 
© “Shoot yourself in the foot” is an idiom that means 
to do something that hurts yourself. 2 An idiom is 
also the particular style or manner of expression 
used by a person or group: [C usually sing] Anger 
and shouting simply aren't a part of his idiom. 
idiomatic /,1d-i:-o'mzt-1k/ adj 1 an idiomatic ex- 
pression 2 English \diomatic also means natural in 
expression, correct without being too formal: His 
English is fluent and idiomatic. 


idiosyncrasy /id-i:-3'sin‘kro'sii in 4C]sa 
strange or unusual habit, way of behaving, or fea- 
ture O One of her many idiosyncrasies is always 
smelling a book before opening it. 


idiot /'1d-i:-ot/ n [C] a foolish person, esp. some- 
one who has done something stupid © / felt like an 
idiot. 
idiotic /,1d-i: 'at-1k/ adj 0 Whose idiotic idea was it 
to go camping? 


idle /‘aid-al/ adj 1 not working, not active, or do- 
ing nothing © idle factories © The machines are 
standing idle because there are no spare parts. 2 Idle 
also means not useful or not based on fact: idle 
speculation 
idle /‘aid-®l/ v [I] If an engine idles, it is operating 
but not doing any work: Let the engine idle for a 
minute before you put the car in gear. 
idly /‘atd-li, -®l-i/ advo | will not stand idly by while 
my business is being destroyed. 
idleness /‘aid-l-nas/ n [U] 


idol /‘aid-9l/ n [C] 1 a person who is loved, ad- 
mired, or respected a lot © Basketball players are 
his idols. 2 An idol is also an object or picture that 
Is worshipped as a god. 
idolize /'ard-®l arz/ v [T] © Her young fans idolize 
her (= admire her greatly). 
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i.€. abbreviation for id est (= Latin for “that is”) 0 The 
hotel is closed during the off season, i.e., from Oc- 
tober to March. © USAGE: Used esp. in writing after 
a general statement to introduce specific infor- 
mation or examples. 


if IN THAT SITUATION /if/ conjunction 1 used to 
say that a particular thing can or will happen 
when, only when, or after something else happens 
or becomes true © We'll have the party in the back- 
yard if the weather’s good. © If anyone calls for me, 
just say Ill be back at 4 o'clock. © Would you mind 
if | opened the window (= May | open it)? 2 If is also 
used to talk about the amount or degree of some- 
thing: This time of year we get little, if any, rain (= 
almost none). 3 If can mean when: /f / don’t have 
a cup of coffee in the morning, I’m useless. 4 If can 
also mean in case it is true that: I’m sorry if I’ve 
offended you. § When you say if it weren’t for or 
(if it hadn’t been for) something, you mean if it 
were not true or had not happened, the situation 
would be different: /f it weren't for your help, we 
would never have finished in time. 

if /if/ n [C] © The plan contains a lot of ifs (= ar- 
rangements that need to be made). 

iffy /‘1f-i/ adj © Our plans are iffy (= uncertain). 
» Usage: when or if? at WHEN CONSIDERING THAT 

WHETHER /if/ conjunction (used to introduce a 
clause, often when reporting what someone else 
said) whether © Mrs. Kramer called to ask if her cake 
was ready. 


IDIOMS with if 


eif all else fails if what was planned cannot hap- 
pen © We could go to the beach or to my sister’s 
house, and if all else fails, we can always find some- 
thing to do at home. 

eif and when if © We’ll deal with that problem if 
and when it arises. O USAGE: Used to emphasize 
that something is not likely to happen at all. 

eif | were you putting myself in your situation © /f 
| were you, I’d accept his apology. © USAGE: Used to 
give someone advice. 

eif need be if it is necessary © If need be, we can 
take two cars. 

eif only 1 the reason for this is 0 / think you should 
get a job, if only to have something to do. 2 If only 
also means that doing something simple would 
have made it possible to avoid something unpleas- 
ant: If only she had listened to me, she wouldn't be 
in this mess. 3 If only is also used to mean “I wish”: 
If only | had more money. 

eif the worst comes to the worst, if worse comes 
to worst if a bad situation becomes even worse © 
If the worst comes to the worst, we can ask Dad to 
send us some more money. 

eif you will this is one way of saying this 0 | did 
very well in school, with a “genius IQ,” if you will. © 
Compare SO TO SPEAK at SO IDIOMS © USAGE: 
Used to suggest that some people may not think 
this is a good way to say something. 


igloo /'1g-lu:/ n [C] pl igloos a circular house 
made of blocks of hard snow, esp. one built by the 
Inuit people of northern North America 


igneous /'1g-ni:-9s/ adj [not gradable] earth sci- 
ence describes rocks made from MAGMA (= liquid 
rock) that has cooled and become solid 


ignite /ig'nait/ v [I/T] to start burning, or to 
cause something to start burning © [T] The forest 
fire began when a spark from a campfire ignited 
some dry grass nearby. © [T] (fig.) to ignite a con- 
troversy 
ignition /1g'n1f-an/ n [C/U] 1 the act of starting 
to burn 2 An engine’s ignition is the electrical sys- 
tem that starts the engine. 


ignominious /,1g-na'min-i:-as/ adj (esp. of 
events or behavior) embarrassing © an ignominious 
defeat 


ignorant © /'1g-noa-rant/ adj having no know'- 
edge or awareness of something or of things in 
general © We were very young, ignorant, unskilled 
men. 
ignorance @ /'1g-na-rans/ n [U] © You have to 
assume that incoming students have an almost total 
ignorance of the rules of grammar. 


ignore © /ig'n2:r, -'nour/ v [T] to give no at- 
tention to something or someone © They ignored 
our warnings. © The mayor ignored the hecklers and 
went on with her speech. 


WORD CHOICES ignore 


Disregard can sometimes be used instead of 
“ignore” when someone ignores suggestions, 
advice, rules, etc. 

He disregarded the advice of his doctor and 
went back to work. 

The phrase turn a blind eye to something can 
be used when someone ignores something 
bad and pretends it is not happening. 

Until now, the mayor has turned a blind eye 
to the city’ homelessness problem. 

If you ignore or avoid something regularly, you 
could use the verb shun. 

As assistant to the president, he shunned the 
spotlight, but worked very hard behind the 
scenes. 

The phrase give someone the cold shoulder 
can also be used when someone ignores a per- 
son in an unfriendly way. 

! said hello to him and he just gave me the 
cold shoulder. 


iguana /1'gwan-a/ n[C] a large, gray-and-green 
LIZARD (= animal) 


tll NOT HEALTHY /1I/ adj comparative worse, super- 
lative worst having a disease or feeling as if your 
body or mind has been harmed by not being able 
to work as it should © | felt ill, so | went home. 
illness /‘il-nas/ n [C/U] a condition in which the 
body or mind is harmed because an organ or part 
is unable to work as it usually does; a disease or 
sickness © [U] mental illness © [C] He died at home 
after a long illness. > Usage: sick and ill at SICK 
ILL 


WORD CHOICES jl! 


A common alternative is the adjective sick. 


He was off work sick last week. > 


dz jump | j yes | little | ®m hm | 9n cotton | n sing | J shoe | t meeting | @ think | this | tf choose | 3 measure 


oe 


A more formal adjective meaning “ill” is 
unwell. 

I’ve felt a little unwell all week. 
If you want to say that someone feels slightly 
ill, in informal situations you can also use the 
expressions be/feel under the weather and be/ 
feel below par. 

| don’t think I/ll be coming to the party - I’m 

feeling a bit under the weather. 


Pe ae 


BADLY /1I/ adv [not gradable] badly, with great dif- 
ficulty, or certainly not © They could ill afford to lose 
all that money. 

ill /1l/ adj [not gradable] © Did you experience any 
ill effects from the treatment? 

PROBLEM /1I/ n[C usually plural] a problem or dif- 
ficulty © We thought we could solve all the commu- 
nity’s ills and we have failed. 


IDIOM with ill 


eill at ease feeling anxious and not relaxed © He 
looked ill at ease in the room full of reporters. 


WI /atl/ contraction of | will or | shall 0 1’ want to 
see your tax records. © Ill be on vacation next week. 


ill-advised adj unwise or not 
considered 


illegal ® /1'li:-gal/ adj 1 against the law © 
Fireworks are illegal in many places. 2 An illegal im- 
migrant/alien is a person who has entered a coun- 
try without government permission. 
illegality © /,1l-1'gzel-at-i/ n [(U] the quality of 
being against the law 
illegally @ /1'li:-ga-li/ adv © illegally obtained 
passports 


illegible /1'led3-a-bal/ adj (of writing or print) 
impossible or difficult to read because it is unclear 
O illegible handwriting 


illegitimate /,1l-1'd3it-a-mat/ adj [not grada- 
ble] 1 born of parents not married to each other 
° an illegitimate child 2 \llegitimate can also mean 
not legal: an illegitimate ruler 


ill-equipped adj lacking the ability or equip- 
ment necessary to do something well © Young par- 
ents are sometimes ill-equipped to cope with a child. 


carefully 


ill-fated adjunlucky or certain to experience fail- 
ure that cannot be avoided 


illicit /1'l1s-at/ adj illegal or socially disapproved 
of © illicit trade © illicit activities 


illiterate /1'lit-a-rat/ adj not knowing how to 
read and write 


illiteracy /1'lit-9-ra-si/ n [U] 
ilimess /'1l-nas/ no See at ILL NOT HEALTHY 


illogical © /1'lad3-1-kal/ adj not reasonable, 
wise, or practical © /t was an illogical decision, but | 
was in love. 
illogically @ /1'lad3-1-kli/ adv 


illuminate /1'lu:-ma,neit/ v [T] 1 to put light 
in or on something © The buildings were illuminated 
at night. 2 If you illuminate a subject, you explain 


it: This article illuminates the basic principles of 
economics. 

illuminating /1'lu::ma,nert-1n/ adj © She tells 
the story in illuminating detail (= explaining it 
completely). 

illumination /1,lu::-ma'ner: fan/ n[U] © The only 
illumination (= light) was from a skylight in the roof. 


illusion /1'lu:-3an/ n (C] an idea or belief that is 
not true, or something that is not what it seems to 
be 0 We have no illusions about how difficult the job 
will be. © [+ that clause] | was under the illusion that 
trains ran frequently on weekends (= | wrongly be- 
lieved this). © They managed to create the illusion 
of space in a tiny apartment. 
illusory /t'lu:-sa-ri, -za-ri/ adj © Her fears were 
illusory. 


iustrate © /'1l-9,streit/ v[T] 1 to add pictures 
to something, such as a book © She writes children’s 
books and also illustrates them. 2 To illustrate is also 
to show the meaning or truth of something more 
clearly by giving examples: To illustrate her point, 
she told a story about how her family felt when they 
moved here. 

illustration @ /1l-a'strer:fan/ n [C/U] 1 a pic- 
ture © [C] Look at the illustration on page 37. 2 An 
illustration is also an example that makes some- 
thing easier to understand, or the giving of such 
examples: [C] That’s a perfect illustration of the 
problem. 

illustrative @ /'1l-a,strer-tiv/ adj helping to ex- 
plain or prove something © Falling house prices are 
illustrative of the crisis facing the construction 
industry. 

illustrator /'1l-a,strert-ar/ n [C] a person who 
draws pictures for books, magazines, etc. 


illustrious /1'las-tri:-as/ adj fmi famous because 
of its excellence © an illustrious career 


IM /at'em/, instant message v [T] IM’s, pres. part. 
IM’ing, past simp. IM’d to communicate with 
someone over the INTERNET using a program that 
sends and receives messages without delay © / fin- 
ish my homework, take out the garbage, and then 
IM my friends. 


I’m /aim/ contraction of |am © I’m sorry I’m late. 


image © IDEA /'1m-1d3/ n [C] 1 an idea, esp. a 
mental picture, of what something or someone is 
like O | had an image of Texas in my head that was 
totally different from how it really is. 2 Someone's 
image is the idea that other people have of that 
person, esp. an idea created by advertising and by 
newspaper and television stories: He’s trying to pro- 
ject a more presidential image. 3 An image is also a 
description of something or someone: The book 
presented an image of life on a farm in the 19th 
century. 
imagery @ /'1m-1d3-ri/ n [U] the use of pictures 
or words to create images, esp. to create an im- 
pression or mood © The film contains a lot of reli- 
gious imagery. 

PICTURE /'1m-1d3/ n [C] a picture, esp. one seen in 


a mirror or through a camera O moving images on 
a TV screen 


imaginary number n [C] algebra a num- 
ber that is the SQUARE ROOT (= number you mul- 
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immoral 


tiply by itself to get a particular number) of a 
NEGATIVE number (= number less than zero), es- 
pecially the square root of -1 


imagine /1'mzd3-an/ v [T] 1 to form or have a 
mental picture or idea of something or someone 
© Imagine Tom as a child — that’s what John looks 
like. © [+ that clause] | imagine (= expect) (that) 
they charge extra for dessert. 2 If you imagine 
something that is not real or true, you think that 
it exists, has happened, or is true: “Did you hear a 
noise?” “No, you're imagining things.” 
imaginable /1'mzd3-a-na-bal/ adj possible, or 
able to be imagined © They sell every flavor of ice 
cream imaginable. 
imaginary /1'meed3:a,ner-i/ adj existing only in 
the mind; not real © All her worries were imaginary. 
imagination /1,mzd3-a'ne1- fan/ n[U] © Rafael 
has a very active imagination (= has many ideas). 
imaginative /1'mzed3:a-nat-iv/ adj new, origi- 
nal, and showing a quick intelligence 0 an imagi- 
native little girl 
imaginatively /1'mzd3-a-nat-1v-li/ adv 
WORD FAMILY imagine 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


imagination imagine 


Adjectives imaginable unimaginably 


imaginatively 


unimaginable 
imaginary 
imaginative 


imbalance /i1m'bzl-ans/ n [C] a condition in 
which two or more things are not equally or fairly 
divided or spread © a trade imbalance 


imbecile /‘1m-ba-sal, -,sil/ n[C] a stupid person 


imbibe /im'batb/ v [T] fm/ to drink © USAGE: usu- 
ally said of drinking alcohol 


imbue something/someone with some- 
thing /im'bju: wid, -wie/ phrasal verb to fill 
something or someone with a quality or feeling © 
Her poetry was imbued with a love of the outdoors. 


imitate /'1m-o,teit/ v [T] to copy someone's 
speech or behavior, or to copy something as a 
model © My four-year-old daughter is always trying 
to imitate her older sister. O He imitated her accent 
perfectly. 
imitation /,1m-a'ter-fan/ n [C/U] something 
copied, or the act of copying © Freya does a pretty 
good imitation of her science teacher. 
imitation /,1m-a'ter-fan/ adj [not gradable] not 
real but produced as a copy of something real © 
[C] imitation leather 


immaculate /1'mzk-ja-lat/ adj perfectly clean 
or in perfect condition © My aunt’s kitchen was al- 
ways immaculate. 
immaculately /1'meek-ja-lat-li/ adv Oo She was 
immaculately dressed. 


immaterial /1m-a'tir-i:-al/ adj [not gradable] 
not important; not likely to make a difference © /t's 
immaterial whether the trial is in San Diego or Los 
Angeles or anyplace else. 


immature © /1m-o'tfur, -'tur/ adj not com- 
pletely developed physically, mentally, or emo- 


tionally, or lacking the expected type of 
responsible behavior for your age © Some of the 
boys in my class are so immature — they're always 
doing silly things. 

immaturity © /,1m-a'tfur-at-i, -'tur-/ n [UJ] o 
physical/emotional immaturity 


immediate NO DELAY /1'mi:d-i:-at/ adj hap- 
pening or done without delay or very soon after 
something else © She made an immediate impact 
when she arrived to coach the team. © Emotional 
outbursts followed in the immediate aftermath of 
Stewart's death. 

immediately /1'mizd-i:-at-li/ advo The plane be- 
gan to turn to the left almost immediately after 
takeoff. 

immediacy /1'mi:d-i:-a-si/ n [U] the quality or 
feeling of being directly involved © Recording be- 
fore a live audience captures the immediacy of the 
performance. 


NEAREST /1'mi:d-i:-at/ adj 1 nearest in space or re- 
lationship © There are three schools in the immediate 
area. 2 Your immediate family includes your clos- 
est family members, such as your parents, chil- 
dren, husband or wife, and brothers and sisters. 
immediately /1'miid-i:-at-li/ advo Turn left, and 
the bathroom is immediately on the right. 


immense /1'mens/ adj extremely large; great in 
size or degree © He inherited an immense fortune. © 
Did you see that guy? He was immense! 
immensely /1'men:sli/ adv [not gradable] © 
Country music is immensely popular. 
immensity /1'men-sat-i/ n [U] © He realized the 
immensity of the risk he was taking. 


immerse /1'm3rs/ v [T] 1 to involve someone 
completely in an activity © She immersed herself 
wholly in her work. 2 To immerse something is also 
to put it completely under the surface of a liquid: 
Immerse the egg in boiling water. 
immersion /1'mar-3an, -fan/ n[U] © The course 
offers total immersion in English. 


immigrant © /'1m-a-grant/ n[C] social stud- 
ies a person who has come into a foreign country 
in order to live there 0 My grandparents arrived here 
as immigrants from Russia in 1910. 0 Compare EM- 
IGRANT at EMIGRATE 
immigrate © /'1m-a,greit/ v [I] © His family im- 
migrated to the United States in 1928. 0 Compare 
EMIGRATE 
immigration @ /,1m-a'grei-fan/ n [U] social 
studies the process by which people come in to a 
foreign country to live there, or the number of 
people coming in © Immigration increased by 25% 
last year. 


imminent /‘im-a-nant/ adj (esp. of something 
unpleasant) likely to happen very soon © A rain 
storm was imminent. 


immobile /1'mou-bal/ adj [not gradable] not 
moving, or not able to move or be moved © He is 
in a cast to keep his spine immobile. 
immobilize /1'mou-ba ,laiz/ v[T] © The brace im- 
mobilized my elbow while the injury healed. 


immoral /1'mo:r-al, 1'mar-/ adj not following 
accepted standards of morally right behavior or 
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thought © Discrimination on the basis of race is 
immoral. 
immorality /,1m-2:'rzel-at-i/ n [U] © the immor- 
ality of lying 


immortal /1'mo:rt-2l/ adj [not gradable] living 
or lasting forever, or so famous as to be remem- 
bered for a very long time © Teenagers think they 
are immortal. © Churchill made his immortal speech 
about the Iron Curtain in Missouri. | 
immortality /,1m-9:r'teel-at-i/ n [U] © A place in 
history is the only kind of immortality open to us. 
immortalize /1'mo:rt-*l,aiz/ v [T] to cause 
someone to be remembered for a very long time 
© He was immortalized in song. 


immovable /1'mu:-va-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
fixed in place and impossible to move © Without 
the help of heavy equipment, that large rock is 
immovable. 


immune /i'mju:n/ adj 1 biology protected 
against a particular disease or illness by particular 
substances in the blood © The vaccine would make 
infants immune to bacteria that can cause middle ear 
infections. 2 Immune also means protected from 
or unable to be influenced by something, esp. 
something bad: She says her mother is immune to 
criticism from strangers. 

immunity /1'mju:-nat-i/ n[U] 1 biology protec- 
tion against a particular disease or illness by par- 
ticular substances in the blood 2 Jaw Immunity is 
also the condition of being protected from the 
law: Rowe was promised immunity from prosecution 
if he cooperated. 

immunize /'1m-ja,naiz/ v [T] to protect some- 
one against a particular disease or infection by in- 
troducing special substances into the body, esp. 
by INJECTION © All children should be immunized 
against childhood illnesses. 

immunization /,1m-ja-na'zer:fan/ n [U] © im- 
munization against polio 


immune system n [C] biology the body’s 
cells and organs that fight illness and disease 


immutable /1'mju:t-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
fml not changing or unable to be changed © The 
laws of physics are assumed to be immutable. 


impact © FORCE /'1m-pzekt/ n [U] the force 
with which one thing hits another or with which 
two things hit each other © The impact of the crash 
destroyed the car. © The bullet explodes on impact 
(= at the moment when it hits something). 


EFFECT /'1m-pzekt/ n [U] the strong effect or influ- 
ence that something has on a situation or person 
© These charges will have a damaging impact on the 
army’s reputation. © The environmental impact of 
this project will be enormous. 
impact /1m'peekt/ v [I/T] © [I/T] A big decline in 
exports will impact (on) the country’s economy. 


impair /im'per, -'pzr/ v [T] to damage or 
weaken something so that it is less effective © Lack 
of sleep impaired her ability to think clearly. 
impaired /1m'perd, -'pzerd/ adj o She attended 
a school for the visually impaired (= people who 
cannot see well). © He was given a ticket for driving 
while impaired by alcohol. 


immortal 


impairment /im'per-mant, -'per-/ 1 [C/U] © 
[C] The law bans discrimination against anyone with 
a mental or physical impairment. 


impale /1m'peil/ v [T] to push a sharp pointed 
object through something, esp. an animal's or per- 
son’s body © Walruses sometimes use their tusks to 
impale seals for food. 


impart /im'part/ v [T] fm/ to give a feeling or 
quality to something, or to make information 
known to someone © /f the movie has any lesson to 
impart, it’s that parents shouldn't aim for perfection. 


impartial /1m ‘par: fal/ adj able to judge or con- 
sider something fairly without allowing your own 
interest to influence you © The jury has to give an 
impartial verdict after listening to all of the evidence. 
impartially /1m'par- fa-li/ adv 0 Many people do 
not believe that complaints against the police are im- 
partially handled. 
impartiality /1m par: fi: ‘al-at-i/ n[U] © scientific 
impartiality 


impassable /im'pes-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
(esp. of a road) impossible to travel on or over © 
Mudslides made the coast highway impassable. 


impasse /'1m-pzs/ n [C usually sing] a point in 
a process at which further progress is blocked, esp. 
by disagreement © We have reached an impasse in 
the negotiations—neither side will budge. 


impassioned /im'pzf-and/ adj expressed 
with strong feeling © She went on television to make 
an impassioned plea for the release of her child. 


impassive /im 'pes-1v/ adj not showing or feel- 
ing any emotion © Nick kept his face impassive but 
his mind was racing. 
impassively /1m'pees-1v-li/ adv © Even as the 
guilty verdict was read, he stared impassively ahead. 


impatient /im'per-fent/ adj 1 not willing to 
wait for something to happen and becoming an- 
noyed at delays O Don’t be impatient, you'll get your 
turn. © She grew impatient with the others. 2 lm- 
patient can also mean eager for something to hap- 
pen: [+ to infinitive] He was impatient to become 
the new boss. 
impatience /1m'per-fans/ n [U] © The horse 
snorted with impatience. 
impatiently /im'per-fant-li/ adv o Unable to 
sleep, he waited impatiently for the dawn to arrive. 


impeach /im'pi:t{/ v [T] law politics & govern- 
ment to formally accuse a public official of a seri- 
ous crime in connection with their job 
impeachment /1m 'pi:tJ-mant/ n [U] © The fea- 
eral judge faces impeachment. 


impeccable /im'pek-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
without mistakes or faults; perfect © impeccable 
manners/taste 
impeccably /1m'pek-e-bli/ adv [not gradable] © 
She was always impeccably dressed. 


impede /im'pi:d/ v[T] to slow something down 
or prevent an activity from making progress at its 
previous rate O Shortages of medicine were impeding 
the effort to control diseases. 
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477 implausible 


impediment /1m'ped-a-mant/ n [C] © The lack 
of funds is a major impediment to research. 


impel /1m'pel/ v [T] -ll- fm/ to force someone to 
do something © [+ to infinitive] When | see them 
eating, | feel impelled to eat, too. 


impending /im'pen-din/ adj [not gradable] 
(esp. of something unpleasant) about to happen 
soon © The impending crisis over trade made every- 
one nervous. 


impenetrable /1m'pen-a-tra-bal/ adj 1 im- 
possible to enter or go through © an impenetrable 
jungle 2 If language is described as impenetrable, 
it is impossible to understand: Too many scholarly 
books are written in an impenetrable jargon. 


imperative URGENT /im'per-at-iv/ adj ex- 
tremely important or urgent © [+ that clause] It is 
imperative that these medical supplies be delivered 
immediately. 
imperative /im'per-at-1v/ n [C] © The govern- 
ment has a moral imperative to provide equal access 
to high-quality education for all children. 

GRAMMAR /im'per-at-1v/ n [U] grammar the 
MOOD (= form) of a verb used for giving orders © 
In the phrase “Leave him alone,” the verb “leave” is 
in the imperative. 


imperative sentence n [C] grammar a 
sentence that gives a command or gives a request 
to do something © “Sit down” and “Hand me that 
bowl” are imperative sentences. 


imperceptible /,1m-per'sep-ta-bal/ adj [not 
gradable] (of an action or change) so slight that it 
cannot be noticed © When they brought her in to 
the emergency room, her breathing was imper- 
ceptible. 
imperceptibly /,1m-par'sep-ta-bli/ adv oO Im- 
perceptibly, the day grew darker. 


imperfect /1m'p3r-fikt/ adj not perfect or not 
complete © Our rule of law is still imperfect, but it’s 
better than having no laws at all. 
imperfection /,1m-poar'fek-Jan/ n [C/U] © [C] 
Investigators suspect the engine broke because of a 
tiny imperfection in one of the parts. 


imperial /im'pir-i:-al/ adj [not gradable] usually 
disapproving relating to a government or country 
that controls or rules other countries © imperial ex- 
pansion of American power © the imperial tradition 
of Britain 
imperialism /1m'pir-i:-a,liz-am/ n [U] world 
history the attempt of one country to control an- 
other country, esp. by political and economic 
methods © France was accused of economic imperi- 
alism because of its trade policies. 
imperialist /im'pir-i:-a-last/ n [C] usually disap- 
proving O Roosevelt believed that he was a benevolent 
imperialist. 
imperialistic /im,pir-i:-o'lis-tik/, imperialist 
/im'pir-i:-a-last/ adj usually disapproving © They de- 
nounced the war as an imperialistic exploitation of 
oppressed peoples. 


imperil /1m ‘per-al/ v[T] fm/ to put something or 
someone in danger © Withdrawing the medical 


team would imperil the effort to control the spread 
of malaria. 


imperious /im 'pir-i:-as/ adj fmiwith an attitude 
of authority and expecting obedience © She was a 
very imperious, arrogant woman. 


impermeable /im'p3r-mi:-9-bal/ adj science 
describes a substance that does not allow liquids 
or gases to go through it 


impersonal /1m'p3r-son-°l/ adj lacking or not 
showing any interest or feeling © The congressman 
gave a short, impersonal speech and left soon 
afterward. 


impersonate /1m'p3r-sa,nert/ v [T] to inten- 
tionally copy another person’s speech, appear- 
ance, or behavior © to impersonate a movie star © 
He was charged with impersonating a police officer. 


impertinent /im 'part-2n-ant/ adjnot showing 
enough respect; rude © Don’t be impertinent - 
you're in no position to tell your boss what to do. 


imperturbable /,1m-per'tr-be-bal/ adj fmi 
staying calm and controlled despite problems or 
difficulties © He was imperturbable in a crisis. 


impervious /1m'p3r-vi:-as/ adj not able to be 
influenced, hurt, or damaged © He seems to be im- 
pervious to pain. © Granite is almost impervious to 
acid-rain damage. 


impetuous /im 'petJ-a-was/ adj acting or done 
suddenly without much thought © Then, impetu- 
ous as | was, | bought a new car before | even got a 
job. 


impetus /'1m-pat-as/ n[U] a force that encour- 
ages a particular action or makes it more energetic 
or effective © Often the impetus for change in edu- 
cation has had to come from outside the school 
establishment. 


impinge on/upon something /im'pind3/ 
phrasal verb to have an effect on something, often 
by limiting it in some way © The Supreme Court will 
decide if the new communications bill impinges on 
the Constitutional right to free speech. 


impish /'1m-p1f/ adj suggesting behavior that is 
playful but likely to upset other people © He had 
an impish grin on his face. 


implacable /1m'plek-a-bal/ adj unable to be 
changed, satisfied, or stopped © an implacable 
enemy 


implant /im 'plaent/ v[T] to put an organ, group 
of cells, or device into the body in a medical opera- 
tion © He had a new heart valve implanted. © (fig.) 
Women’s basketball must find a way to implant itself 
into (= become a part of) the sporting landscape. 
implant /'1m-plzent/ n [C] © dental implants 


implausible /im'plo:-zo-bal/ adj difficult to 
believe; not probable © The plot of the movie, in- 
volving a 23-year-old brain surgeon, is implausible 
to begin with. 
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implement © USE /‘1m-plo,ment/ v[T] to put 
a plan or system into operation © Congress refused 
to pass the bill that would implement tax reforms. 
implementation © /,1m-plo-man'ter Jen, 
-;men'ter-/ n [U] © They've involved their workers in 
the development and implementation of the new 
program. 


TOOL /'Im-pla-mant/ n [C] a tool or other piece of 
equipment for doing work © farm implements 


implicate © /'1m-plo,keit/ v [T] to show that 
someone is involved in a crime or partly respon- 
sible for something bad that has happened © A Jot 
of people were implicated in the scandal. 
implication @ /,1m-pla'ker fan/ n [U] © Impli- 
cation of his co-workers in the fraud was crucial to 
the defendant's case. 


implication © /1m-pla'ker Jan/ n [C/U] a 
suggestion of something that is made without say- 
ing it directly o [U] The implication was that the 
workers and management had already reached an 
agreement. © [C] What are the implications (= pos- 
sible effects) of the new regulations? 


implicit @ SUGGESTED /im'plis-at/ adj sug- 
gested but not communicated directly © We inter- 
preted his silence as implicit agreement. 9 Some 
reporters thought there was an implicit threat in the 
president's speech. 0 Compare EXPLICIT 
implicitly € /im'plis-at-li/ adv O The report im- 
plicitly questioned his competence. 

COMPLETE /im'plis-at/ adj [not gradable] (esp. of 
trust and belief) complete and without any doubts 
© implicit faith 
implicitly /1m 'plis: at-li/ adv © He feels secure only 
with associates who obey him implicitly. 


implore /1m'plo:r, -'plour/ v [T] to ask someone 
in a determined, sincere, and sometimes emo- 
tional way to do or not to do something, or to ask 
for something in this way © She implored him not 
to leave her. 


imply © /im'plai/ v [T] to suggest something 
without saying it directly, or to involve something 
as a necessary part or condition © [+ (that) clause] 
He implied (that) the error was mine. © Democracy 
implies free elections. 


impolite /,1m-pa'lait/ adj rude; not POLITE 


import BRINGIN /im'po:rt, -'pourt/ v [T] 1 to 
bring in products, goods, etc. from another coun- 
try for sale or use O We import a large number of 
cars from Japan. 2 To import information into a 
program or computer is to copy it from another 
program or form of storage. O Compare EXPORT 
import /'1m-ps:rt, -pourt/ n [C] something 
bought and taken into a country from another © 
Imports of foreign cars are at an all-time high. 
importation /,1m-po:r'ter f2n, -pour-/ n [U] o 
He opposed efforts to allow the importation of pre- 
scription drugs from other countries. 


IMPORTANCE /'1m-poa:rt, -pourt/ n (U] fm! the im- 
portance given to something © It is still too early to 
judge the political import of his speech. 


important /1m'po:rt-ent/ adj 1 of great value, 
meaning, or effect © an important discovery © [+ 
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that clause] It’s important that you tell the doctor all 
your symptoms. 2 Important also means having 
great influence: an important modern artist 
importantly /im'po:rt-®nt-li/ adv © She has a 
pleasant personality, but more importantly, she is 
well qualified for the job. 

importance /1m 'po:rt-ens/ n [U] © He stressed 
the importance of fruits and vegetables in the diet. 


WORD FAMILY important 


importance Adjectives important 
unimportant 


Nouns 
Adverbs importantly 


WORD CHOICES important 
Adjectives such as big, major, and significant 
are often used to mean “important.” 


This is a big game tonight — if we lose, we 

won't be in the playoffs. 

This is a major decision so we'd better get it 

right. 

Did he make any significant changes to my 

suggestions? 
Someone or something of note is important or 
famous. 

Did she say anything of note at the meeting? 
A person who is important and famous is some- 
times described as eminent, prominent, or 
great. 

Her father was an eminent historian. 


impose © MAKE RULES /1m'pouz/ v [T] to es- 
tablish something as a rule to be obeyed, or to 
force the acceptance of something © Settlers often 
imposed their culture on the peoples of the countries 
they conquered. 

INCONVENIENCE /im'pouz/ v [I] to cause incon- 
venience to someone or to try to spend time with 
them when do not want you to © She’s always im- 
posing on people for favors. © | hope I’m not impos- 
ing by staying another night. 


imposing © /im'pou-zin/ adj noticeable be- 
cause of large size, appearance, or importance © 
an imposing mansion 


imposition © INCONVENIENCE /,1m-pa'zrJ- 
an/ n [C] something done that causes inconve- 
nience to another person © | hope the drive to the 
airport isn’t an imposition. 

MAKING RULES /,1m-pa'zif-an/ n[U] the act of es- 


tablishing a rule or law to be obeyed © the impo- 
sition of new taxes 


impossible NOT POSSIBLE /1m'pas-9-bal/ adj 
[not gradable] unable to exist, happen, or be 
achieved, not possible © an impossible goal © [+ to 
infinitive] It’s almost impossible to get them to agree 
on anything. 
Impossibility /1m,pas-a'bil-at-i/ n [C] some- 
thing that is not possible © What you're asking for 
Is an impossibility. 

VERY DIFFICULT /1m ‘pas: a:bal/ adj very difficult to 
deal with © Traffic at rush hour is just impossible. 
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impossibly /1m 'pas-a-bli/ adv [not gradable] o 
She had to work impossibly long hours. 


impostor, imposter /1m'pas:tar/ n[C] a person 
who pretends to be someone else in order to de- 
ceive others 


impotent /‘1m-pst-ant/ adj lacking the power 
or ability to change or improve a situation 
impotence /'Im-pat-ans/ n [U] 


impound /1m'paund/ v [T] to take possession 
of something by legal right © The police arrested 
the suspect and impounded his car. 


impoverished /im'pav-a-rjt/ adj extremely 
poor © an impoverished family 


impractical /im'prak-ti-kal/ adj not effective 
or reasonable, or (of people) not able to provide 
effective or simple solutions © an impractical plan 
O It’s impractical to buy things just because they’re 
on sale. 


imprecise © /,1m-pri'sais/ adj not accurate or 
exact © As all the data have not yet been collected, 
the figures are still imprecise. 


impregnable = /im'preg-na-bal/ adj so 
strongly made that it cannot be broken into or 
taken by force © an impregnable fortress 


impregnate MAKE PREGNANT /im'preg ,neit/ 
v[T] to make a woman or female animal pregnant 


ABSORB /im'preg ,neit/ v [T] to cause a substance 
to absorb a liquid substance © This cloth is impreg- 
nated with a cleaning solution. 


impress /im'pres/ v [T] 1 to cause someone to 
feel admiration or respect O She impressed us with 
her sincerity. 2 lf you impress something on some- 
one, you cause them to understand its importance 
or value: He always impressed on us the need to do 
our best. 
impressive /1m'pres-1v/ adj © an impressive 
performance 
impressively /1m'pres-1v-li/ adv © an impres- 
sively large collection of medals 


WORD FAMILY impress 


Nouns impression Verbs impress 


Adjectives impressively 


impressionable Adverbs 
impressive 


impression OPINION /im'preJ:an/ n [C] an 
idea or opinion of what someone or something is 
like © [t makes a bad impression if you're late for an 
interview. © [+ that clause] | get the impression that 
she’s rather shy. © [+ that clause] | was under the 
impression that you didn’t like your job (= | was 
wrong to think that you did not like your job). 

EFFECT /1m'pref-an/ n[U] effect or influence on the 
way someone feels or thinks © All our warnings 
made little impression on him. 
impressionable /1m'preJ-a-na-bal/ adj easily 
influenced © He’s at an impressionable age. 

MARK /1m 'preJ-an/ n[C] a mark made on the sur- 
face of something by pressing an object into it © 
The bookcase had left an impression in the rug. 


imprint /im'print/ v [T] to mark a surface by 
pressing something into it, or to fix something 
firmly in the memory © The terrible scene has been 
deeply imprinted on my mind. 
imprint /'1m-print/ n [C] © The children enjoyed 
leaving the imprints of their feet in the wet sand. 


imprison /iIm'priz:an/ v [T] to put someone in 
prison or in a situation that is like prison © /f found 
guilty, he could be imprisoned for ten years. © After 
weeks of snow, she felt imprisoned in her own home. 
imprisonment /1m'priz-an-mant/ n [U] 


improbable /im 'prab-a-bal/ adj not likely to 
be true or to happen; not PROBABLE © an improb- 
able excuse 
improbability /1m ,prab-a'bil-at-i/ n [C/U] 
improbably /1m 'prab-a-bli/ adv 


impromptu /im'pram-tu:/ adj [not gradable] 
done or said without earlier planning or prepara- 
tion © an impromptu speech 


improper DISHONEST /1m'prap-ar/ adj being 
against a law or a rule; dishonest or illegal © The 
treasurer denied accepting any improper payments. 

WRONG /1m 'prap-ar/ adj not suitable or correct for 
a particular use or situation © an improper choice of 
words 
improperly /1m 'prap-ar-li/ adv © If handled im- 
properly, some chemicals used for cleaning can cause 
severe Skin irritation. 


impropriety /,1m-pra'prar-at-i/ n [C/U] dis- 
honest behavior, or a dishonest act © [U] He said 
he regretted the appearance of impropriety and re- 
signed. © [C] There have been charges of financial 
improprieties. 


improve /im'pru:v/ v[I/T] 1 to get better, or to 
make something better © [I] Her grades have im- 
proved greatly this semester. © [T] He did a lot to 
improve conditions for factory workers. 2 \f you im- 
prove on something, you succeed in doing or 
making it better: [I] The company is hoping to im- 
prove on last year’s sales figures. 
improvement /im'pru:v-mant/ n [C/U] o [C] 
We made some improvements to the house before 
selling it. © [U] There’s been no improvement in his 
condition. 


WORD FAMILY improve 


Nouns 


Verbs 


improvement improve 


Adjectives improved 


WORD CHOICES improve 


A common alternative to “improve” is get 
better. 
The first part of the movie isn’t very good but 
it gets better. 
If something improves after a period of doing 
badly, you can use the verbs rally and recover. 
The team played badly in the first half but 
rallied in the second. 
We are still waiting for the economy to 
recover. > 
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rovise 


improvise 


The phrasal verbs look up and pick up can be 
used informally to say that a situation is 
improving. 
Our financial situation is looking up. 
Business is really beginning to pick up. 
The phrasal verb work on means “to try to im- 
prove something.” 
You need to work on your technique. 
The verb refine can be used when someone 
improves something by making small changes. 
A team of experts spent several months 
refining the software. 
If someone or something improves very 
quickly, you can say that it is happening by/in 
leaps and bounds. 
The sport’s popularity has grown by leaps and 
bounds in the past decade. 


improvise /‘1m-pra ,vaiz/ v [I/T] 1 to invent or 
provide something at the time when it is needed 
without having already planned it © [T] We impro- 
vised a mattress from a pile of blankets. 2 music To 
improvise music or speech is to invent it while you 
are performing it. © [I] Hughes encourages young 
actors to improvise during rehearsals. 
improvisation /1m ,prav-a'zer-fan/ n [C/U] 1 
music a performance that is not practiced and that 
is invented by the performers 2 Improvisation is 
also the activity of making or doing something 
that you have not planned, using whatever you 
find. 


impudent /‘1m-pjad-ant/ adj rude and not 
showing respect © an impudent child 
impudence /'1m-pjad-ans/ n [U] 


impugn /1m'pju:n/ v [T] fm! to cause people to 
doubt or not trust someone’s character, honesty, 
or ability © He could no longer work as a doctor be- 
cause his reputation had been impugned. 


impulse DESIRE /'1m-pals/ n [C/U] 1 a sudden, 
strong desire to do something © [+ to infinitive] | 
had this impulse to dye my hair red. 2 If you do 
something on impulse, you do it because you sud- 
denly want to: [U] | bought this expensive sweater 
on impulse. 
impulsive /1m'pal-stv/ adj acting or done sud- 
denly without any planning or consideration of the 
results © She’s an impulsive shopper and often buys 
things she doesn’t need. 
impulsively /1m'pal-stv-li/ adv 

SIGNAL /'1m-pals/ n[C] a short electrical signal that 
carries information or instructions between the 
parts of a system © nerve impulses 


FORCE /'1m-pals/ n [U] physics the force that is 
working on an object multiplied by the amount of 
time it is working 


impunity /im'pju:-net-i/ n [U] fm! freedom 
from punishment for something that has been 
done that is wrong or illegal © She thought that her 
money and power gave her the right to ignore the 
law with impunity. 


impure /1m'pjur/ adj mixed with other sub- 
stances and therefore harmful or lower in quality 
© impure drinking water 
impurity /1m'pjur-at-i/ n [C] © Impurities are re- 
moved from the blood by the kidneys. 


im WITHIN /in/ prep, adv [not gradable] 1 posi- 
tioned inside or within the limits of something, or 
contained, surrounded, or enclosed by something 
© There’s a cup in the cabinet. © Anne is still in bed. 
© Don’t stand in the driveway. © He’s always looking 
at himself in the mirror. © Clarice lives in Orlando. © 
He was in prison (= a prisoner). © Erika is still in 
school (= still a student). © He has a pain in his shoul- 
der. 2 If you are in and out of a place, you go there 
and leave, often repeatedly: Since the accident, 
she’s been in and out of the hospital several times. 


‘USAGE. AS EP a re ee 
in or at? 
The preposition in emphasizes “inside a place.” 


Mom doesn’t like people wearing their shoes 
in the house. 
The preposition at is used to talk about time 
spent at a place. 
We had a really good time at your house last 
weekend. 
bes tyel y ee Pk ; 
weekend: 


MOVING TOWARD /1n/ prep into or toward © Get 
in the car. © She stepped in the batter’s box. © He 
looked in my direction. 


FROM OUTSIDE /1n/ adv [not gradable] from out- 
side, or toward the center © Could you bring the 
clothes in for me? © The roof of their house caved in 
during a hurricane. 


INCLUSION /1n/ prep, adv [not gradable] being a 
member or forming a part of something © Who’s 
the woman in that painting? © Mr. Harper is in a 
meeting. © I’ve been waiting in line for two hours. © 
Do you take milk in your coffee? 


CONNECTED WITH /1n/ prep involved or connected 
with something, esp. with a job or subject © / never 
knew you were in publishing. © I’m taking a course 
in economics next semester. 


WEARING /iIn/ prep wearing, covering, or deco- 
rated with © Do you recognize that man in the gray 
suit? © The living room is done in blue and green. 


USING /1n/ prep said, made, or done using some- 
thing © Fill out the application in ink. © They spoke 
in Russian the whole time. 


DURING /1n/ prep 1 during part or all of a period 
of time or an event © Were going to Arizona in April. 
© What was it like to be a student in 1968? 0 See 
you in the morning. © How many people died in the 
war? © She’s in her forties (= between 40 and 49 
years old). 2 In can also mean no longer than a 
particular period of time: Can you finish the job in 
two weeks? 3 In can also mean at the end of a 


particular period of time: | should be there in half 
an hour. 


SITUATION /tn/ prep, adv [not gradable] experienc- 
Ing a situation, condition, or feeling © We watched 
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in horror as the cars crashed. © I'd like to talk to you 
in private. © He left in a hurry. © Have you ever been 
in love? © He’s always in a bad mood on Monday 
mornings. © Temperatures tomorrow will be in the 
70s (= between 70 and 79 degrees). 


ARRANGEMENT /in/ prep used to show how some- 
thing is arranged or divided © We sat in a circle 
around the campfire. © The potatoes will bake faster 
if you cut them in half. 

COMPARING AMOUNTS /1n/ prep used to compare 
a part of an amount of something with the total 
amount of it; out of © The survey found that one 
person in ten has a reading problem. © The chance 
of that happening is one in a million. 

CHARACTERISTIC /in/ prep used to show which 
characteristic of a person or thing is being de- 
scribed © She's deaf in her left ear. © Canned vege- 
tables are not very rich in vitamins. © | wasn’t using 
the word “guarantee” in its strict legal sense. 


CAUSE /1n/ prep used to show that doing one thing 
is the cause of another thing happening © / leaned 
out of the canoe and in doing so tipped it over. © It 
might be made of plastic, in which case it will be light 
enough to carry. 


AT PLACE /in/ adv at a place, esp. at home or a 
place of work © Why is it that whenever | call, you 
are never in? © Danielle was out sick last week — do 
you know if she'll be in today? 


PLACE /1n/ adv [not gradable] 1 used to show that 
a space or place exists where something can be 
put or added © Just pencil in your answers on the 
attached sheet. © The text is finished, but the pictures 
need to be pasted in. 2 For many sports, if a ball is 
in, it has not gone outside the edges of the area 
on which the game is played. 

POLITICS /1n/ adv into an elected position or office 
© She’s been voted in for a second term as treasurer. 

FASHIONABLE /1n/ adj, adv infmi/ fashionable or pop- 
ular © That new jazz club is the in place to go. 9 High 
heels came in again this season. 

ADVANTAGE /1n/ n[C] an advantage resulting from 
a good relationship with someone powerful © Sal 
has an in with someone at the theater. 


IDIOMS with in 


ein for something going to experience something 
© It looks like we're in for rain. 

ein on something to take part in something © / 
wasn’t in on planning the party. 


in.n [C] plin. abbreviation for INCH MEASUREMENT 


im- /in/ prefix used to add the meaning not, lack- 
ing, or the opposite of to adjectives and to words 
formed from adjectives O incomplete/incompletely 


inability /,1n-a'bil-at-i/ n [C/U] a lack of ability 
to do something © [C usually sing] an inability to 
read and write 


inaccessible © /,1n-1k'ses-a-bal/ adj 1 difficult 
or impossible to reach © The place is inaccessible 
except by trail. 2 Language that ts inaccessible is 
difficult or impossible to understand: Environmen- 
tal dialog has become the domain of experts, inac- 
cessible to anyone without a PhD. 


inaccurate © /in'zk-ja-rat/ adj not correct, or 
not exact © Your information is inaccurate — | was 
born in 1956, not 1965. © inaccurate measurements 
inaccurately @ /1n'zek-ja-rat-li/ adv © an inac- 
curately worded question 
inaccuracy @ /1n'‘zk:-ja-ra-si/ n[C/U] o[C] Rose 
says the story was loaded with inaccuracies. 


inaction /in'zk-fan/ n [U] failure to do any- 
thing that might provide a solution to a problem 
© The mayor was criticized for his inaction on prob- 
lems affecting the city’s poor. 


inactive /in'ek-tiv/ adj doing nothing © Knee 
surgery will keep him physically inactive for two 
months. © About half of the club members are 
inactive. 

inactivity /,1n-aek'tiv-at-i/ n [U] © The journey 
was long, and he found the inactivity boring. 


inadequate @ /in'zd-1-kwat/ adj too low in 
quality or too small in amount; not enough © an 
inadequate income/offer © | feel inadequate when | 
talk to Miranda about art because she knows so 
much, 
inadequately @ /1n ‘zd-1-kwat-li/ advo The re- 
search is inadequately funded. 
inadequacy @ /1n'zd-1-kwa-si/ n [C/U] © [C] 
She’s frustrated by the inadequacies of language. 


inadmissible /,1n-ad'‘mis-a-bal/ adj [not grad- 
able] unable to be accepted, esp. in a law court © 
The lie detector test was inadmissible as evidence in 
the case. 


inadvertent /,1n- od '‘vart-2nt/ adj done or hap- 
pening unintentionally © an inadvertent mistake 
inadvertently /,1n-ad 'vart-ent-li/ adv oO | inad- 
vertently gave her change for $20, but she’d only 
given me $10. 


inadvisable /,1n-od'vai-za-bal/ adj likely to 
have unwanted results and therefore to be avoided 
O It is inadvisable to generalize from the results of a 
single experiment. 


inalienable /in'eil-ja:no-bal/ adj unable to be 
taken away © The right to survival has to be the first 
on any list of inalienable rights for every human 
being. 


inane /1'nein/ adj extremely silly or lacking real 
meaning or importance © There are so many inane 
programs on television! 


inanimate /1'nzn-9-mat/ adj [not gradable] 
possessing none of the characteristics of life that 
an animal or plant has © an inanimate object 


inappropriate @ /,1N-9'prou-pri:-at/ adj un- 
suitable, esp. for the particular time, place, or sit- 
uation © His casual clothes were inappropriate for 
such a formal occasion. 
inappropriately © /,1n-9'prou-pri:-at-li/ advo 
an effort to stop them spending money inappro- 
priately 


inarticulate /,1n-ar'tik-ja-lot/ adj unable to ex- 
press feelings or ideas in words, or Communicated 
in a way that is difficult to understand © He refers 
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to them as inarticulate mountain people. © inarticu- 
late cries of rage 


inasmuch as /,1n-9z'matf-9z/ conjunction fml 
used to show why or in what limited way the other 
part of the sentence is true © Inasmuch as funding 
is not available, building plans have been delayed. 


inattentive /,1n-a'tent-1v/ adj not listening to 
what is being said or giving your attention to what 
is happening © Barbara has been inattentive in class 
lately. 


inaudible /1'no:d-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] un- 
able to be heard © The noise of the machinery made 
her voice inaudible. 
inaudibly /1'no:d-a-bli/ adv o Music was playing 
almost inaudibly backstage. 


inaugurate /1'n>:g:ja,reit/ v [T] to put some- 
thing into use or action, or to put a person into an 
official position with a ceremony © He wants to in- 
augurate his museum with elaborate opening cere- 
monies. © The nation prepares to inaugurate its new 
president. 
inauguration /1,ns:g-ja'rer- fan/ n [C/U] © [C] 
She’s a journalist who has covered six presidential 
inaugurations. 
inaugural /1'no:g-ja-ral/ adj [not gradable] © 
What was the theme of her inaugural address? 


inauspicious /,1n-s:'sprf-as/ adj suggesting 
that success is not likely © After an inauspicious 
start, our team went on to win the game 30 to 24. 


in-between adj infm! having the qualities of two 
different things © This suit isn’t gray or blue, it’s in 
between. © See also: BETWEEN SPACE; BETWEEN 
TIME 


inborn /'1n-bo:rn/ adj [not gradable] possessed 
as a Characteristic from birth © Research suggests 
that some people have an inborn tendency to de- 
velop certain types of cancer. 


in-box n [C] 1 a container where letters and 
other documents are put when they arrive in a per- 
son’s office 2 An in-box is also a place in a com- 
puter E-MAIL program where new electronic 
messages are stored. 


inbred BASIC /'in-bred/ adj [not gradable] hav- 
ing as a basic part of your character © An inbred 
distrust of government is increasing across the nation. 
RELATED /'1n-bred/ adj [not gradable] biology pro- 


duced by breeding between closely related plants, 
animals, or people 


Inc. /19k/ adj short form of INCORPORATED © Auto- 
mated Document Systems, Inc. 


incalculable /in'kel-kja-la-bal/ adj [not grad- 
able] too large to be calculated or measured, or 


extremely large © The consequences of a nuclear 
war are incalculable. 


incandescent /,1n-kan'‘des-ant/ adj [not grad- 
able] producing a bright light after being heated 
to a high temperature © an incandescent light/bulb 
incandescence /,1n-kan'des-ans/ n [U] © At 
night, Los Angeles looked like a vast carpet of 
incandescence. 


inasmuchas 


incantation /,1n ken 'ter: fan/ n [C/U] the say- 
ing of words believed to have a magical effect 
when spoken or sung © [C] She recited an incan- 
tation designed to protect the planet. 


incapable © /in‘ker-pa-bal/ adj unable to do 
something © She’s incapable of hurting a fly. 


incapacitate ® /1n-ka'pzs:a tert/ v[T] to re- 
move someone’s ability to do something © The ac- 
cident incapacitated me for seven months. 
incapacitating /,1n-ka'pzs-a,tert-1n/ adj © an 
incapacitating illness 
incapacity /,1n-ka'pes-at-i/ n [U] © The novel 
tells the story of a man’s incapacity for love. 


incarcerate /1n‘kar-sa,rert/ v[T] to put or keep 
someone in prison © The governor announced his 
plan to incarcerate repeat offenders. 
incarceration /in,kar-sa'ret-fan/ n [U] © We’re 
spending billions of dollars each year on incar- 
ceration. 


incarnation /1n,kar'ne1-fan/ n [C/U] 1 the 
human form of a spirit, or the human representa- 
tion of a principle or idea Oo [U] When he dances, 
he’s the incarnation of gracefulness. 2 An incarna- 
tion is also, according to some religious beliefs, 
one of the several lives people have over time. © 
See also: REINCARNATION 3 An incarnation can 
also be a new or different form or condition of 
something: [C] This movie is the latest incarnation 
of an old French fairy tale. 
incarnate /in'kar-nat, -,nert/ adj [not gradable] 
in human form © Zhang is charisma incarnate, at- 
tracting your attention whenever she is on screen. 


incendiary FIRE /in'sen-di: er-i/ adj [not grad- 
able] designed to cause fires © an incendiary bomb/ 
device © (fig.) Thai food often is incendiary (= spicy 
hot). 

CAUSING ANGER /1n'sen-di: ,er-i/ adjlikely to cause 
violence or strong feelings of anger © He gave an 
incendiary speech at last night’s rally. 


incense SUBSTANCE /'In-sens/ n[U] a substance 
that is burned to produce a sweet smell 


ANGER /in'sens/ v [T] to cause someone to be ex- 
tremely angry © The editor felt readers would be in- 
censed by my article. 


incentive © /in'sent-iv/ n [C/U] something 
that encourages a person to do something © [C] 
Tax incentives are sometimes effective in encouraging 


people to save money. © [U] These kids have no in- 
centive to learn. 


inception /in'sep-fan/ n [U] the beginning of 
an organization or official activity © Since its incep- 
tion in 1968, the company has been at the forefront 
of computer development. 


incessant /in'ses-ant/ adj [not gradable] (esp. 
of something unpleasant) never stopping © The re- 
gion endured weeks of incessant rain. 
incessantly /in'ses-ant-li/ adv [not gradable] © 
Bob talks incessantly about their new baby. 


incest /‘In-sest/ n [U] sexual activity between 
people who are too closely related to marry 
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incestuous /in'ses-tfa-was/ adj [not gradable] 


imch MEASUREMENT /int{/, abbreviation in., sym- 
bol” n [C] a unit of measurement of length equal 
to 1/12 foot or 2.54 centimeters 


MOVE /intJ/ v [always + adv/prep] to move very 
slowly, or in a lot of short stages © [I] Stock prices 
inched higher throughout the afternoon. © [T] Mike 
inched the bookcase into position. 


incidence © RATE /'1n-sad-ans, -sa ,dens/n[U] 
the rate at which something happens © There's 
been an increased incidence of cancer in the area. 


SURFACE /'In-sad-ans, -sa,dens/ n[C] 1 the falling 
or hitting of an object or beam of energy, such as 
light, on a surface 2 physics The angle of incidence 
is the angle that a beam of light or other energy 
hitting a surface makes with a line vertical to that 
surface. 


incident © EVENT /'1n-sad-ant, -sa,dent/n[C/ 
U] an event, esp. one that is either unpleasant or 
unusual © [C] Many shipping companies do not re- 
port incidents of piracy, for fear of raising their insur- 
ance rates. © [U] The demonstration took place 
without incident. 


HITTING A SURFACE /'In-sad-ant, -sa,dent/ adj 
[not gradable] 1 touching or hitting the surface of 
something 2 physics An incident ray or incident 
wave Is a beam of light or other energy that hits a 
surface. 


incidental /,1n-sa'dent-*l/ adj happening by 
chance, or in connection with something of 
greater importance © His influence on younger em- 
ployees was incidental, not intentional. © Will | be 
reimbursed for incidental expenses at the conference? 
incidentally @ /,1n-sa'dent:-@l-i, -'dent-li/ adv 
[not gradable] 1 “Ain’t” was mentioned only inci- 
dentally in an article about nonstandard words. 2 
Incidentally is also used to introduce something 
additional that is not as important: Incidentally, she 
was a very popular mayor. 
incidentals /,1n-sa'dent-lz/ p/n 1 unimportant 
facts O She may be wrong on incidentals, but she’s 
never wrong in substance. 2 Incidentals are also 
small expenses: | need money for incidentals like 
coffee. 


incinerate /in'sin-9,reit/ v [T] to burn some- 
thing completely © The company is accused of in- 
cinerating hazardous waste without a license. 
incinerator /in'sin-a ,rert-ar/ n [C] a device for 
burning waste material 


incipient /in'sip-i:-ant/ adj fmi just beginning 
or just coming into existence © He has a black mus- 
tache and an incipient potbelly. 


incision /in'siz-an/ n [C] medical a cut made in 
the surface of the skin or in other body tissue 


incisive /in'sai-stv/ adj expressing an idea or 
opinion clearly and in a persuasive manner © The 
guide’s incisive comments give us a new perspective 
on the painting. 


incisor /1n'sai-zar/ n [C] one of the sharp teeth 
at the front of the mouth that cut food when you 
bite into it O Compare MOLAR 


incite /in'sait/ v[T] to encourage someone to do 
or feel something unpleasant or violent, or to 
cause violent or unpleasant actions © The ads were 
trying to incite public opinion against the gov- 
ernment. 
incitement /1n'sart-mant/ n [U] 


inclement /in'klem-ant/ adj (of weather) un- 
pleasant, esp. cold or stormy © The concert in the 
park was postponed because of the inclement 
weather. 


inclination © /,1n-kla'ner-fan/ n [C] a pref- 
erence or tendency, or a feeling that makes a per- 
son want to do something © Tony has a strong 
inclination toward the arts. © If | were in your situa- 
tion, my inclination would be to look for another job. 
inclined @ /in'klaind/ adj © I’m inclined to agree 
with you. 


incline © /in'klain/ v [I/T] to lean down, or to 
place something with one part toward the ground 
and the opposite part raised © [T] Marge inclined 
her head to whisper something to me. 
incline € /'1n-klain/ n[C] a slope © The road has 
a steep incline for the next ten miles. 
inclined @ /in'klatnd, '1n-klaind/ adj © an in- 
clined roof/roadway/surface 


include /in'klu:d/ v [T] (of something) to have 
something smaller as a part of it, or to make some- 
thing smaller part of it © The hotel room charge 
includes breakfast. © The encyclopedia includes the 
names of all Nobel Prize winners. © Sheila asked to 
be included among the people going on the tour. 
including /in'klu:d-1n/ prep © The book has 360 
pages, including the index. 
inclusion /in'klu:-3an/ n [U] the act of including 
something as a part of something else © Twelve 
new Stories were selected for inclusion in the book. 
inclusive /in 'klu:-siv, -z1v/ adj © The governments 
want to reach a settlement that is as inclusive as 
possible (= that includes as many people as possi- 
ble). » Usage: contain or include? at CONTAIN 
HAVE INSIDE 


incoherent © /,n-kou'hir-ant/ adj not ex- 
pressed in a way that can be understood, or not 
able to talk clearly 0 He seemed dazed and incoher- 
ent, apparently from blood loss. 
incoherently @ /,1n-kou ‘hir-ant-li/ adv 


income © /‘1n-kam, -kam/ n [C/U] money that 
is earned from doing work or received from in- 
vestments >» Usage: pay, wage, salary, or income? 
at PAY GIVE EARNINGS 


income tax n [C/U] social studies a tax on the 
money that a person earns from working © federal, 
state, and local income taxes 


incoming /'1n kam-1n/ adj [not gradable] arriv- 
ing at, coming into, or entering a place © Incoming 
flights are being delayed because of bad weather. 


incomparable /in'kam-po-ra-bal,_ in-kam'pzr- 
a‘bal/ adj [not gradable] so good or great that 
nothing else could achieve the same standard © 
the incomparable achievement of Einstein 


incompatible © / 1n-kam 'pet-a-bal/ adjnot 
able to exist or work with another person or thing 
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oO Any new video system that is incompatible with 
existing ones has little chance of success. 
incompatibility & /,1n-kom ,pzet:2'bil-at-i/ n[U] 


incompetent /in'kam-pet-ent/ adj lacking 
the skills or knowledge to do a job or perform an 
action correctly or to a satisfactory standard © Cow- 
den was incompetent and incapable of administering 
the duties of secretary of the association. . 
incompetent /1n'kam: pet: ant/ n[C] ° The busi- 
ness failed because it was run by a bunch of 
incompetents. 
incompetence /in'kam-pat-ans/ n [U] 9 Local 
politicians accused the federal government of incom- 
petence in failing to respond more quickly to the 
emergency. 
incompetently /in'kam-pat-ant-li/ adv 


incomplete /,n-kem'pli:t/ adj lacking some 
parts, or not finished © The polls have closed but the 
results of the election are still incomplete. 
incomplete /,1n-kam 'pli:t/ n [C] a mark, usually 
temporary, received when some of the work for a 
class has not been finished © He failed to hand in 
his term paper, so he got an incomplete for the 
course. 


incomprehensible /1n,kam-pri'hen:sa-bal/ 
adj impossible or extremely difficult to understand 
© The writing ability of some of the students was so 
poor that their essays were almost incomprehensible. 


inconceivable © /1n-kan'si:-va-bal/ adj im- 
possible to imagine or think of © Politicians always 
say that a tax increase is inconceivable. 
inconceivably @ /,1n-kan'si:-va-bli/ adv 


inconclusive © /,1n-kan'klu:-siy, -ziv/ adj not 
giving or having a result or decision; uncertain © 
The evidence is inconclusive, and no arrest is 
warranted. 
inconclusively @ /,1n-kan'klursiv:li, -ziv-li/ 
adv 


incongruous /in'kay-gra-was/ adj appearing 
strange or wrong within a particular situation © 
Such a modern office building looks incongruous in 
the quaint little town. 


inconsequential /in,kan-st'kwen-tfal/ adj 
not important, able to be ignored © Changes in the 
stock market were pretty inconsequential during the 
past week. 


inconsiderate /1n-kan'sid-9-rat/ adj not car- 
ing about other people or their feelings; selfish o 
She thought it was inconsiderate of him not to have 
asked her friend to the party. 


inconsistent © NOT AGREEING /,1n-kon'sis: 
tant/ adj (of an argument or opinion) containing 
elements that are opposed and do not match, so 
that it is difficult to imagine how both can be true 
© These findings are inconsistent with those of pre- 
vious studies. 
inconsistency © /,1n-kan'sts-tan-si/ n [C/U] a 
situation in which two things do not match and 


are opposed © [C] There appear to be inconsisten- 
cies in her alibi. 
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incompetent ABA 


CHANGEABLE /,1n-kan'sis-tant/ adj disapproving 
changing in character; not staying the same © The 
team’s play is inconsistent — winning one day and 
losing the next. 


inconspicuous /,1n-kan'spik-ja-was/ adj not 
easily noticed or seen; not attracting attention © 
Agents placed the camera on a wall in an inconspic- 
uous place. 


incontestable /,n-kan'tes-ta-bal/ adj [not 
gradable] impossible to question because obvi- 
ously true O There is now incontestable evidence that 
he is not guilty of the crime. 


incontinent /in'kant-?n-ant/ adj unable to 
control excretion 
incontinence /1n'kant:®n-ans/ n [UJ 


incontrovertible /in ,kan-tra'vart-a-bal/ adj 
[not gradable] fm/ impossible to doubt because ob- 
viously true © incontrovertible proof 


inconvenience /,in-kan'vi:n-jans/ n [C/U] 
something that causes trouble or difficulty and is 
annoying but not serious, or the condition of be- 
ing in such an annoying situation © [C] Changing 
planes was an inconvenience, but there were no di- 
rect flights. 
inconvenience /,1n-kan'vi:n-jans/ v [T] © The 
postal strike inconvenienced many people. 
inconvenient /,1n-kan'vi:n-jant/ adj not con- 
venient © He scheduled the meeting for an incon- 
venient time, and few people could attend. 


incorporate © INCLUDE /in'ks:r-poreit/ v 
[T] to include something within something else © 
This aircraft incorporates several new safety features. 
incorporation © /1n,koir-pa'rer-fan/ n (U] © 
the incorporation of black soldiers into Union ranks 

MAKE A COMPANY /in'‘ko:r-pa,reit/ v[I/T] to make 
a business into a CORPORATION (= business pro- 
tected by specific laws) 
incorporated © /in'ko:r-pa,rert-ad/, abbrevi- 
ation Inc. adj [only after n} [not gradable] © 
McLaughlin Glass, Incorporated 
incorporation © /1n,ko:r-pa'rer: fan/ n [U] 


incorrect /,1n-ka'rekt/ adj not CORRECT; not 
accurate © He charged that the news story was fac- 
tually incorrect and demanded an apology. 
incorrectly /,1n-ka'rekt-li/ adv © For each ques- 
tion on the test that is answered incorrectly, you will 
lose two points. 


incorrigible /in'ko:r-1-d3a-bal, -'kar-/ adj [not 
gradable] (of people and their behavior) impossi- 
ble to improve or correct © an incorrigible liar 


Increase /in'kri:s, 'In-kri:s/ v[I/T] to become or 
make something larger or greater © [T] They've in- 
creased the price of gas by two cents a gallon. © [I] 
Pressure is increasing to make health insurance more 
widely available. © Opposite: DECREASE 
Increase /'tn-krizs/ n [C/U] © [C] There was a 
slight increase in unemployment last month. © 
Homelessness is on the increase (= increasing) in 
many cities. 

Increasingly /in'kri:-siqli/ adv [not gradable] 
more often or to a greater degree © She turned 
increasingly to radical diets to lose weight. 
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WSAGE*)::. "Sai & Rapa, 

increase in or increase of? 

The preposition in is used after the noun in- 

crease to say what is getting larger or greater. 
an increase in profits/sales 


The preposition of is used before numbers de- 
scribing the size of an increase. 


an increase of 10% 


WORD FAMILY increase 


Nouns 
Verbs 


increase 


Adverbs increasingly 


increase 


WORD CHOICES increase  —t 


The verbs grow and rise are common alterna- 
tives to “increase.” 
The number of people living alone grows each 
year. 
Prices rose by 10 percent. 
The phrasal verb go up is often used when 
prices increase. 
House prices keep going up. 
The price of gas has gone up another six cents 
a gallon. 
If something suddenly increases by a large 
amount, you can use verbs such as escalate or 
soar. 
Crime in the city has escalated in recent 
weeks. 
Building costs have soared this year. 
If someone makes something increase in size 
Or amount, you can use verbs like expand or 
extend. 
We're hoping to expand/extend our range of 
products. 
The verb maximize is sometimes used when 
someone tries to increase something as much 
as possible. 
We need to maximize profits. 


incredible /in'kred-a-bal/ adj 1 impossible or 
very difficult to believe © She showed incredible 
courage and determination in coming back from her 
injuries to compete again at the international level. 
2 Incredible is also used to emphasize that some- 
thing is unusually good or bad: It was an incredible 
bargain. 
incredibly /in'kred-a-bli/ adv 1 Incredibly, no 
one was hurt in the accident. 2 Incredibly also 
means extremely: He was incredibly rude. 


incredulous /in'kred3-a-las/ adj not wanting 
or not able to believe, and usually showing this © 
“Why am I here?” the witness responded in an in- 
credulous tone. 


increment /‘in:-kra-mant, ‘in-/ n [C] one of a 
series Of amounts that increase a total O She was 
in the habit of saving in small increments each week. 
incremental /,1n-kra'ment-®l, ,1n-/ adj [not 
gradable] © Workers were promised two incremental 
pay increases a year. 


incriminate /in'krim-9 ,neit/ v [T] to seem to 
show that someone is guilty of a crime © He refused 
to say anything on the grounds that he might incrim- 
inate himself. 
incriminating /in'krim-a,nert-1n/ adj © incrim- 
inating evidence/statements 


incubate /‘1n-kja,bert, ‘in-/ v [I/T] to keep 
something warm, causing it to develop, esp. to 
keep eggs warm until the young are born © Con- 
dors incubate only one egg and raise one chick at a 
time. © Lyme disease is caused by bacteria that in- 
cubate in forest animals, such as mice. 


inculcate /in'kA keit, 'In-kal-/ v[T] fm/ to cause 
someone to have particular beliefs or values by re- 
peating them frequently © The goal is to inculcate 
in students a tolerance for people of other religions 
and races. 


incumbent PERSON /in'kam-bant/ n[C] poli- 
tics & government (referring to the present time) 
a person who has a particular office or position, 
esp. an elected one © Senator Smith, the incumbent, 
faces a tough fight for reelection next year. 


NECESSARY /in'kam-bant/ adj fm! necessary © [+ to 
infinitive] /t is incumbent upon (= necessary for) all 
of us to create a safe community. 


incur /in'k3r/ v [T] -rr- to experience something 
bad as a result of actions you have taken © We 
incurred heavy expenses to repair the poor work done 
by the builder. 


incurable /in'kjur-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 1 
not able to be cured © Before antibiotics the disease 
was incurable. 2 |\f you describe someone as incur- 
able, you mean that nothing that happens can 
change them: Marjorie is an incurable optimist. 


incursion /in'k3r-3an/ n [C] a sudden and un- 
wanted entrance to a place or area controlled by 
others, esp. in a military attack 


indebted GRATEFUL /1n'‘det-ad/ adj grateful to 
someone because of help that person has given 
you © For her encouragement and support, | am es- 
pecially indebted to my wife, Nancy. 

OWING /in'‘det-ad/ adj owing money © Heavily in- 
debted farms are still struggling. 


indecent /in'‘di:-sant/ adj morally offensive, 
esp. in a sexual way © Indecent language is not al- 
lowed on the radio between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. 
indecency /1n'di:-san-si/ n [C/U] © [U] The net- 
work received the harshest fine ever imposed for in- 
decency on TV. 


indecision /,1n-di'si3-an/, indecisiveness /,1n- 
di'sar-stv-nas/ n [U] the quality of being unable to 
make a decision or having a lot of difficulty in de- 
ciding something © | tossed and turned all night in 
a frenzy of indecision. 
indecisive /,1n-di'sar-siv/ adj© As a leader during 
the war, he was indecisive and ineffectual, and:was 
eventually relieved of his command. 


indeed /in'di:d/ adv [not gradable] 1 (used to 
emphasize something said or about to be said) re- 
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indefatigable 


ally; truly © If he has indeed quit his job, | asked 
myself, why is he still here? © From a medical stand- 
point, the discovery may turn out to be very big news 
indeed. © Indeed (= When you really think about 
it), why should you follow a doctor’s advice to the 
letter when you feel like Superman? 2 Indeed is also 
used to make something clear or add to some- 
thing you have just said: /t was impossible to find 
work and, indeed, it became increasingly hard to 
keep looking for a job. 


indefatigable /1n-di'fet-s-ga-bal/ adj fm 
never becoming tired © For many years Annie has 
been an indefatigable campaigner for human rights. 


indefensible /1n-di'fen-sa-bal/ adj (of behav- 
ior) so bad that it cannot be defended against criti- 
cism © His actions in destroying the tapes were 
indefensible. 


indefinable /,1n-di'fai-na-bal/ adj impossible 
to clearly describe or explain © She had about her 
an indefinable quality that charmed everyone. 


indefinite © /in'def-a-nat/ adj not exact or 
not clear; without clear limits © /t was a wonderful 
opportunity, but it meant leaving family and friends 
for an indefinite period, perhaps forever. 
indefinitely @ /1n'def-a-nat-li/ adv for an un- 
limited or unknown amount of time © In the light 
of recent disclosures, the business deal has been post- 
poned indefinitely. 


indefinite article n[C] grammar the words 
“a” and “an” in English, or words in other lan- 
guages that have a similar use. © Compare DEFI- 
NITE ARTICLE 


indelible /in'del-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] im- 
possible to remove by washing or by any other 
method © an indelible mark © (fig.) His performance 
of Hamlet left an indelible impression on all who 
saw it. 


indelicate /in‘del-1-kat/ adj showing a lack of 
awareness of socially correct behavior © There was 
an embarrassed silence after his indelicate remark 
about her age. 


indemnity /in'dem-nat-i/ n [C/U] law protec- 
tion against possible damage or loss, esp. a prom- 


ise of payment, or the money paid if there is such 
damage or loss 


indent /in'dent/ v [T] to begin a line of written 
or printed text after leaving extra space, compared 
with the place where other lines begin © Normally 
each new paragraph is indented. 


indentation /,1n den'ter-fan/n[C]a part ofa 
surface that curves inward © /f a surgeon takes out 
too much fat, he may leave indentations in the skin. 


independence Day n [c usually sing] the 
FOURTH OF JULY 


independent /,1n-di'pen-dont/ adj 1 not in- 
fluenced or controlled by other people but free to 
make your own decisions © an independent thinker 
© Congress called for the appointment of an inde- 
pendent counsel to investigate the president. 0 Now 


that Jean’s got a job, she’s financially independent 
(= she does not need money from other people). 
2 social studies \f a country becomes indepen- 
dent, it is no longer governed or ruled by another 
country. 3 An independent contractor is a person 
who agrees to do a particular job for someone else 
for an agreed amount of money but who is not an 
employee: She used to be on staff, but now she’s an 
independent contractor. 

independent /,1n-dr'pen-dant/ n[C] politics & 
government a voter or politician who does not 
belong to a political PARTY © She is gaining support 
among independents who have no political prefer- 
ence or who lean Democratic. 

independence /,1n-di'pen-dans/ n [U] © Most 
college students who live on a campus are enjoying 
independence from their families for the first time in 
their lives. © Juan is in favor of Puerto Rican indepen- 
dence (= the condition of not being governed by 
another country). 

independently /,1n-di'pen-dant-li/ adv O The 
telephone was actually invented independently by 
two different people at almost the same time. 


WORD FAMILY independent 


Nouns independence Adjectives independent 
independent adverbs 


independently 


independent clause n [C] grammar a 
clause in a sentence that would form a complete 
sentence by itself 


independent variable n [U] algebra a 
number or amount in a mathematical statement 
that can change and which decides the value of 
the DEPENDENT VARIABLE 


indescribable /,1n-di'skrai-ba-bal/ adj [not 
gradable] impossible to describe, esp. because ex- 
tremely good or bad © The stench was inde- 
scribable. 


indestructible /1n-di'strak-ta-bal/ adj [not 
gradable] impossible to destroy or break © The fire- 
proof material used is virtually indestructible. 


indeterminate /,1n-di't3r-ma-net/ adj not 
clearly determined or established © Juvenile crimi- 
nals are sometimes sentenced to indeterminate 
prison terms rather than a fixed length of time. 


index © UST /'1n-deks/ n[C] plindexes, indices 
writing an alphabetical list, such as one printed at 
the back of a book showing on which page aname 
or subject appears, or computer information or- 
dered in a particular way © /f you want to find the 
place in the text that Henry James is mentioned, look 
it up in the index. 
index © /'1n-deks/ v [T] © He organized and in- 
dexed the material by computer. 

COMPARISON /'in-deks/ n [C] p/ indices, indexes 
a number used to show the value of something by 
comparing it to something else whose value is 
known © a wage/price index © (fig.) The rate of con- 
sumer spending is often thought to be an index of 
public confidence (= show the state of the public’s 
confidence) in the health of the economy. 
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index /'tn-deks/ v [T] © Social Security payments 
are indexed to (= adjusted to allow for) inflation 
every year. 


index finger /‘1n deks ‘fig: gar/n[C] the finger 
next to the thumb; FOREFINGER © He pointed his 
index finger at me and cried out, “I mean you!” 


index fossil n [C] earth science a FOSSIL that 
is found in many places and comes from the same 
time in history, so that scientists can use it to de- 
cide how old certain rocks are 


Indian /‘1n-di:-an/ n [C] 1 an AMERICAN INDIAN; 
NATIVE AMERICAN 2 Indian also means a person 
from India. 

Indian /'1n-di:-an/ adj [not gradable] 


Indian summer n [C] a period of warm 
weather happening in the fall when you expect 
cooler weather 


indicate © /'1n-da,kert/ v to show or signal a 
direction or warning, or to make something clear 
©[T] These statistics might indicate quality problems. 
© [+ that clause] She did not move or indicate that 
she had heard him. 
indication @ /,1n-da'ker-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] fs 
that nod an indication of your agreement? © [U] The 
jury gave no indication of their decision as they came 
back into the courtroom. 
indicative @ /1n'dik-at-1v/ adj © Resumption of 
the talks is indicative of an improved relationship be- 
tween the countries. 
indicator @ /'1n-da,keit: ar/ n [C] © Housing per- 
mits are an indicator of the state’s economic health. 
© The car’s speedometer and temperature indicator 
were broken. 


indicative /in'dik-at-iv/ n [U] grammar the 
MOOD (= form) of a verb used in ordinary state- 
ments and questions © /n the sentence “We walked 
home,” the verb “walked” is in the indicative. 


indices /'in-doa ,si:z/ pl of INDEX 


indict /in‘dait/ v [T] law to accuse someone of- 
ficially of a crime © Five people were indicted on crim- 
inal charges. 

indictment /1n'dait-mant/ n [C] law 1 a formal 
statement of accusation 2 An indictment is also a 
reason for giving blame: The high level of adult il- 
literacy is Seen as an indictment of the country’s edu- 
cation policy. 


indie /'1n-di/ adj [not gradable] (music or a film) 
produced by a small, independent company © in- 
die filmmakers/rock/movies 
indie /'1n-di/ n [C] music or a film preduced by 
a such company, or a company that produces such 
music or films © The film is a low-budget indie that 
grossed forty-two million dollars. 


indifferent NOT INTERESTED /1n'‘dif-rant/ adj 
[not gradable] lacking in interest or feeling © an 
indifferent student O She was utterly indifferent to his 
irritation. 
indifference /1n'‘dif-rans/ n [U] © Her indiffer- 
ence to sports bothered him. 
NOT GOOD OR BAD /in'dif:rant/ adj [not grada- 
ble] neither very good nor very bad © No matter 


how good or bad or indifferent Foster is, he’ll always 
be my friend. 


indigenous /in'did3-9-nas/ adj [not gradable] 
existing naturally or having always lived in a place; 
NATIVE © The Navajos are among the indigenous 
people of North America. © Are there any species of 
frog indigenous to the area? 


indigent /‘in-di-dgant/ adj [not gradable] fm! 
having no money or anything else of value © an 
indigent family 


indigestible /,1n-da'd3es-ta-bal, ,1n-dat-/ adj 

(of food) difficult or impossible to change into 
smaller forms that the body can absorb after eat- 
ing it © The meat was so tough, it was almost 
indigestible. 


indigestion /1n-da'dzes-tfan, in-dar-/ n [U] 
an uncomfortable condition caused when your 
body cannot DIGEST food after you have eaten it 
© Greasy food gives me indigestion. 


indignant /in'dig-nant/ adj angry because of 
something that is wrong or not fair © She wrote an 
indignant letter to the paper complaining about the 
mayor’s actions. 
indignantly /in'dig:nant-li/ adv O “Your as- 
sumption is entirely incorrect,” he declared indig- 
nantly. 
indignation /,1n-dig'nei-fan/ n [U] © They re- 
acted with shock and indignation when they were 
accused of cheating. 


indignity /1n'dig-nat-i/ n [C/U] loss of respect, 
or something that causes this © [C] She describes 
the indignities that victims suffer after the crime. 


indirect ADDITIONAL /,1n-da'rekt, ,1n-dar-/ adj 
happening in addition to an intended result © Sev- 
eral other people were hurt as an indirect result of his 
carelessness. 


NOT STRAIGHT /,1n-da'rekt, ,In-dar-/ adj not fol- 
lowing a straight line, or not connected in a simple 
way © an indirect route © Ransom thought the best 
approach in defending truth is the indirect one. 
indirectly /,1n-da'rek-tli, ,1n-dar-/ advo She con- 
trols the company indirectly, through a hand-picked 
board of directors. 


indirect object n(C] grammar the person or 
thing that receives the effect of the action of a verb 
that has two objects © In the sentence “Give Jason 
some cake,” “Jason” is the indirect object. 0 Com- 
pare DIRECT OBJECT © See also: OBJECT GRAMMAR 


indirect speech n [U] REPORTED SPEECH 


indiscreet © /,1n-di'skri:t/ adj not careful in 
saying or doing things that should be kept secret 
O It was indiscreet of you to mention the party — she 
hasn’t been invited. 

indiscretion © /,1n-di'skref-an/ n [C/U] © [C] 
youthful indiscretions © [U] This sort of indiscretion 
is unforgivable! 


indiscriminate /,in-di'skrim-a-nat/ adj not 
showing careful thought or planning © Cancer is 
completely indiscriminate in whom it strikes. 
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indiscriminately /,1n-di'skrim-a-nat-li/ adv © 
Words like “organic” and “natural” are used so in- 
discriminately that they are often meaningless. 


indispensable /,1n-dr'spen-sa-bal/ adj too 
important not to have; necessary © None of our 
players is indispensable. 


indisputable /,n-dr'spju:t-o-bal/ adj [not 
gradable] obviously true © an indisputable fact 
indisputably /,1n-di 'spjurt-a-bli/ adv [not grad- 
able] © He is indisputably one of the finest baseball 
players ever. 


indistinct © /,1n-di'stint/ adj not clear © an 
indistinct shape/sound/recollection 
indistinctly @ /,1n-di'stink-tli, -'stigk-li/ adv 


indistinguishable | /,1n-di'stiq-gwiJ-a-bal, 
-wif-/ adj [not gradable] impossible to notice dif- 
ferences when compared to another similar thing 
© The fish’s markings make it virtually indistinguish- 
able from the sand it swims over. 


individual © /,1n-da'vid3-a-wal/ n[C] a single 
person or thing, esp. when compared to the group 
or set to which it belongs © We will remember him 
as an individual who always tried to make people 
happy. 
individual @ /,1n-da'vid3-9-wal/ adj [not grad- 
able] © Every company has its own individual style. 
individually @ /,1n-da'vid3-a-wa-li/ adv [not 
gradable] © The children will first sing individually 
and then as a group. 
individuality @ /,1n-do,vid3-a'weel-at-i/ n [U] 
© His individuality (= That which makes him differ- 
ent) really comes out when he dances. 
individualism @ /,1n-da'vid3-9-wa,liz-am/ n 
[U] social studies the idea that each person should 
think and act independently rather than depend- 
ing on others © Many Americans believe strongly in 
individualism. 
individualist € /,1n-da'vid3-a-wa-last/ n[C] a 
person who is different and original in his or her 
thoughts and actions © Even though she’s part of 
the mainstream, McCardell remains an individualist 
who thinks for herself. 
individualistic @ /'1n-da,vid3-a-wa'lis-tik/ adj 
© The company’s individualistic, entrepreneurial style 
may not fit with its new owner's bureaucratic ap- 
proach. 


indivisible /,1n-da'viz-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
not able to be divided into parts 


indoctrinate /1n'dok-tra,neit/ v [T] esp. disap- 
proving to persuade someone to accept an idea by 
repeating it and showing it to be true o They 
claimed the teacher was trying to indoctrinate his 
students with ideas that were not democratic. 


indolent /‘1n-da-lant/ adj fmi without real inter- 
est or effort; LAZY © | was an indolent creature who 
could not imagine action. 


indomitable /in'dam-at-a-bal/ adj (of a per- 
son) strong, brave, and impossible to defeat or 
make frightened © an indomitable spirit/will 

indoor /,1n ,doxr, -,dour/ adj [not gradable] hap- 
pening, used, or being inside a building © indoor 


sports © indoor plumbing © an indoor swimming pool 
© Opposite: OUTDOOR 

indoors /1n'do:rz, -'dourz/ adv [not gradable] © 
Come indoors, it’s cold outside. © Opposite: 
OUTDOORS 


induce © /1n'du:s/ v[T] 1 to persuade someone 
to do something, or to cause something to happen 
© They induced her to take the job by offering her a 
bonus. 2 If doctors induce LABOR, they cause a 
baby to be born before its natural time. 
inducement /1n'du:s-mant/ n [C] © If you want 
me to stay, you’re going to have to offer me some 
inducement. 


induced current /in'duist 'k3r-ant, 'ka-rant/ 
n[C] physics an electric current that results when 
a second CONDUCTOR (= substance that carries 
electricity) is placed in an area where there is al- 
ready an electric current 


induct /in'‘dakt/ v[T] to introduce someone for- 
mally or with a special ceremony to an organiza- 
tion or group © She was inducted into the army. 
inductee /1n,dak'ti:/ n [C] © Basketball Hall of 
Fame inductee Cheryl Miller will be there. 
induction /1n'dak- fan/ n[C/U] © [U] She is being 
considered for induction into the Soccer Hall of Fame. 


induction /in'dak-fan/ n (U] physics the pro- 
cess of establishing an electrical current in an ob- 
ject by placing it near another object that has 
current in it 


indulge /in'dald3/ v [I/T] to allow yourself or 
someone else to have something enjoyable © [I] 
When | get my first paycheck I’m going to indulge in 
a shopping spree. © [T] He indulged his passion for 
skiing whenever he could. 
indulgence /i1n'dal-dzans/ n [C/U] © [U] Heavy 
indulgence in fatty foods should be avoided. © [C] | 
do not much like self-quotation, but | shall ask your 
indulgence. 
indulgent /1n'dal-d3ant/ adj o He was indulgent 
to his grandchildren. 


industrialize /in 'das-tri:-a,laiz/ v [I/T] social 
studies to increase the amount of industry in a 
place or region 
industrialization /in,das-tri:-a-la'zer- fan/ n [U] 


industrial revolution n [C] a period in 
which the development of machinery leads to ma- 
jor changes in AGRICULTURE, industry, transporta- 
tion, and social conditions, esp. the Industrial 
Revolution in England in the 18th century 


industry PRODUCTION /'in-da-stri, ‘in das-tri/ 
n [U] the companies and activities involved in the 
production of goods for sale, esp. in a factory © 
business and industry 
industrial /1n'das-tri:-al/ adj 1 industrial output 
O It’s an industrial city (= one that has many fac- 
tories). 2 An industrial park is a special area for 
factories and businesses. 
industrialist /in'das-tri:-a-last/ n [C] an owner 
or an employee in a high position in industry 
industrialized /in'das-tri:-a laizd/ adj © indus- 
trialized nations 
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TYPE OF WORK /'In-da:stri, ‘In ,das-tri/ n[C] a type 
of business © She’s worked in the banking and com- 
puter industries. 

HARD WORK /'in-da-stri, ‘In ,das-tri/ n[U] the qual- 
ity of working hard © /t takes industry and deter- 
mination to complete a Ph.D. 
industrious /in'das-tri:-as/ adj © Every employee 
is expected to be competent and industrious. 


WORD FAMILY industry 


Nouns 


industrialist 
industry 


Adjectives industrial 
industrialized 
industrious 


Adverbs industrially 
industriously 


inebriated /1'ni:-bri: ert-ad/ adj having drunk 
too much alcohol 


inedible /1'ned-a-bal/ adj not suitable as food o 
The potato plant produces inedible fruit that looks 
like green tomatoes. 


ineffective /,1n-9'fek-tiv/ adj not producing 
the results that are wanted; not effective © Those 
pills were ineffective — | still have a headache. 


ineffectual /,1n-a'fek-t{a-wal/ adj not able to 
produce good results © an ineffectual teacher 


inefficient /,1n-a'frf-ant/ adj wasting time, 
money, energy, or other valuable possessions or 
qualities © Many of their industries are hopelessly 
inefficient. 

inefficiently /,1n-a'fif-ant-li/ adv © He uses his 
time inefficiently. 

inefficiency /,1n-a'fif-an-si/ n [U] © She prom- 
ised to end government inefficiency. 


inelegant /in'el-1-gant/ adj not graceful and at- 
tractive in character or appearance © inelegant 
writing 

ineligible /1n'el-a-d3a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
not allowed by the rules © [+ to infinitive] After serv- 
ing two terms, the president was ineligible to run 
again. 


inept /1'nept/ adj not skilled or effective © He was 
always pretty inept at sports. 
ineptitude /1'nep-ta,tu:d/ n [U] © political/so- 
cial/economic ineptitude 


inequality /,1n-1'kwal-at-i/ n [C/U] a lack of 
equality or fair treatment in the sharing of wealth 
or opportunities © [U] social/racial inequality 


inequity /1'nek-wat-i/ n [C/U] fm! the quality of 
being unfair, or something that is not fair or equal 
0 [C] We’re working to reduce the inequities in school 
funding. 


inert NOT MOVING /1'nart/ adj not moving or 
not able to move © The inert figure of a man lay in 
the front of the car. 

CHEMISTRY /1'n3rt/ adj [not gradable] not reacting 
chemically with other substances © an inert gas 


inertia /1'n3r-fa/ n [U] 1 the tendency not to 
change what is happening © Many teachers were 
reluctant to use computers in their classrooms simply 


out of inertia. 2 physics Inertia is the force that 
causes something moving to tend to continue 
moving, and that causes something not moving 
to tend to continue not to move. 


inescapable /,1n-a'ske1-pa-bal/ adj [not grad- 
able] impossible to avoid or not to accept © The 
evidence points to the inescapable conclusion that he 
is guilty of the crime. 


inevitable © /1'nev-at-2-bal/ adj [not grada- 
ble] certain to happen © Accidents are the inevitable 
result of carelessness. 
inevitability @ /1 ,nev-at-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] © the 
inevitability of change 
inevitably @ /1'nev-at-a-bli/ adv [not gradable] 
© He inevitably orders iced tea with his lunch. 


inexact /,1n-1g 'zzekt/ adj not known in detail or 
not completely accurate © Economics is an inexact 
science. 


inexcusable /,1n-1k 'skju:-za-bal/ adj (of behav- 
ior) too bad to be accepted © /t was inexcusable for 
them to leave so early. 


inexhaustible /An-ig'Z3:-sta-bal/’ adj [mot 
gradable] existing in such large amounts that it 
cannot be used completely or cannot come to an 
end © There’s a nearly inexhaustible supply of people 
willing to buy those homes. 


inexorable /1'nek-sa-ra-bal, 1 'neg:za-/ adj [not 
gradable] continuing without any possibility of be- 
ing stopped © Aging is an inexorable process. 


inexpensive /,1n-1k'spen-siv/ adj costing little 
money © an inexpensive hotel 


inexperience /1n-1k'spir-i:-ans/ n [U] lack of 
practice in a particular activity © He has been criti- 
cized for his inexperience in foreign affairs. 
inexperienced /,1n-1k'spir-i:-anst/ adj Oo She's 
relatively inexperienced with computers. 


inexplicable /1n-tk'splik-a-bal, 1'nek-splik-/ 
adj that cannot be explained or understood © an 
inexplicable accident 
inexplicably /,1n-tk 'splik-9-bli, 1 'nek-splik-/ adv 
© He inexplicably started to sing. 


inextricable /1n-1k'strik-a-bal, _1'nek-strik-/ 
adj [not gradable] unable to be separated, freed, 
or escaped from © There’s an inextricable bond be- 
tween twins. 
inextricably /,1n-1k'strik-a-bli, 1'nek-strik-/ adv 
© The Louis Armstrong legend is inextricably linked 
with his recordings. 


infallible /in'fzl-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
never wrong, or never failing © Memory is not 
infallible. 
infallibly /in 'fael-a-bli/ adv [not gradable] 1 My 
car infallibly starts in cold weather. 2 \nfallibly also 
means always: He is infallibly cheerful. 
infallibility /1n fzel-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] © His stub- 
born belief in his own infallibility kept him from lis- 
tening to others. 


infamous /'in-fa-mas/ adj well known for 
something bad; NOTORIOUS © He is infamous for 
saying that cheating is the way the game is played. 
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infamy /'1n-fa-mi/ n[U] © Franklin Roosevelt spoke 
of Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor as “a day that will 
live in infamy.” 


infant /'in-fant/ n [C] a baby . 
infancy /'in-fan-si/ n [U] the state or period of 
being a baby, or fig. the early stage of growth or 
development of something © (fig.) Bird research on 
the island is still in its infancy. 


infantile /‘1n-fan,tail/ adj 1 of or relating to ba- 
bies © infantile diseases 2 \f you describe the be- 
havior of an older child or adult as infantile, you 
mean that it is foolish and is typical of a young 
child: infantile humor . 


infantry /‘1n-fan-tri/ n[U] soldiers who fight on 
foot 


infatuated /in'fet{-s,wert-ad/ adj having a 
strong but unreasonable feeling of love or attrac- 
tion for someone or something © Susan was infat- 
uated with her friend’s brother. 
infatuation /tn fztJ-o'wer fan/ n [C/U] ° [C] 
It’s just an infatuation — she'll get over it. 


infect /1n'fekt/ v[T] to cause disease in someone 
by introducing organisms such as bacteria or vi- 
ruses © Mosquitoes can infect people with malaria. 
O (fig.) Fear of an attack infected the entire city. 
infected /1n'fek-tad/ adj [not gradable] © an in- 
fected toe 

infection /in'fek:-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] a sinus 
infection 

infectious /in'fek:fas/ adj [not gradable] 1 in- 
fectious diseases 2 \If something is infectious, it 
quickly spreads or influences others: an infectious 
laugh 


WORD FAMILY infect 


Nouns infection 


disinfectant 


Adjectives infected 


infectious 


Verbs infect 


disinfect 


infer © /in'far/ v [T] -rr- to reach an opinion 
from available information or facts © [+ that clause] 
He inferred that she was not interested in a relation- 
ship from what she said in her letter. 
inference @ /‘in-fa-rans, -frans/ n [C] a belief 


or opinion that you develop from the information 
that you know 


inferior /in 'fir-i:-or/ adj worse than average, or 
not as good as others of the same type o She felt 
inferior to her older sister. © Compare SUPERIOR 
BETTER 
inferiority /1n fir-i:':r-at-i, -'ar-/ n[U] 0 feelings 
of inferiority 


inferiority complex n [C usually sing] a 
feeling that you are less important, intelligent, or 
skillful than other people. 


infertile /in 'fart-l/ adj [not gradable] (of peo- 
ple or animals) not able to produce young, or (of 
land) of poor quality for growing crops © an infer- 
tile couple © infertile soil 
infertility /,1n-far'til-at-i/ n (U] 


Ce 


infest /in'fest/ v [T] (of insects and some ani- 
mals) to be present in large numbers, sometimes 
causing disease or damage © When we first moved 
in, the apartment was infested with cockroaches. 


infidelity /,1n-fo'del-at-i/ n [C/U] the act of hav- 
ing sex with someone who is not your husband or 
wife 


infield /‘1n-fi:ld/ n [U] (in baseball) the part of 
the playing field enclosed by the BASES, or the four 
players whose positions are near the bases © Com- 
pare OUTFIELD 
infielder /'1n ,fi:l-dar/ n [C] any of the four play- 
ers positioned in the infield 


infighting /'1n fatt-1n/ n [U] arguments or 
competition between members of a group for 
power or influence © Infighting continues among 
union and management representatives on the 
board. 


infiltrate JOIN SECRETLY /1n‘fil,trert, 'In-ftl-/ v 
[1/T] to become a member of a group or organi- 
zation to secretly gather information about its 
activities ; 

ENTER GROUND /tn'‘fil ,trert, 'In-fil-/ v [I] earth sci- 
ence (of water) to flow slowly down into the earth 
from the earth’s surface, for example, through 
cracks in rocks 
infiltration /,1n-fil'trer-fan/ n[U] earth science 


infinite © /'1n-fa-nat/ adj [not gradable] with- 
out limits; extremely large or great © infinite space 
© There seemed to be an infinite number of paint 
colors to choose from. 
infinitely @ /‘1n-fa-nat-li/ adv [not gradable] 
very much © Downtown traffic is infinitely worse 
than when we first moved to L.A. 


infinitesimal /,1n-fin-a'tes-a-mal/ adj ex- 
tremely small © Even in infinitesimal amounts, this 
poison can kill you. 


infinitive /in'ftn-at-1v/ n[C] grammar the ba- 
sic form of a verb, usually following “to” or an- 
other verb form © In the sentences “I had to go” 


“oy 


and “I must go,” “go” is an infinitive. 


infinity /n‘fin-at-i/ n [C/U] unlimited space, 
time, or amount, or a number large beyond any 
limit 

infirm /in ‘fsrm/ adj physically or mentally weak, 
esp. because of old age or illness 
infirmity /1n'far-mat-i/ n [C/U] (a) physical or 
mental weakness 


infirmary /in'far-mo-ri/ n[C] an office esp. ina 
school where someone can receive medical care 


inflame /in'flerm/ v [T] to excite someone’s 
strong feelings or make them stronger © The de- 
fense objected to the graphic pictures, claiming they 
were meant merely to inflame the jury. 


inflamed /1n'flemd/ adj (of a part of the body) 
red, sore, and often swollen, esp. because of in- 
fection © An inflamed tendon in his right shoulder 
kept him out of the game. 
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inflammation /,1n-fla'mer:fan/ n [C/U] © [C] 
Tennis elbow is an inflammation of the ligaments be- 
low the elbow. 


inflammable /in 'flam-a-bal/ adj FLAMMABLE 


inflammatory /in'fleam-a,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj 
likely to excite strong feelings, esp. of anger © He 
thought his opponent’s remarks were unfair and 
inflammatory. 


inflate FILL WITH AIR /in'‘flert/ v [I/T] to cause 
an object to increase in size and shape by filling it 
with air or gas, or (of an object) to become larger 
as a result of this process © [T] to inflate balloons o 
[|] Air bags in cars are designed to inflate automati- 
cally on impact. 
inflatable /in ‘flert-9-bal/ adj [not gradable] © an 
inflatable mattress 


MAKE GREATER /in'flert/ v [T] to make a number 
or value higher or greater than it should be, or to 
make something seem more important than it re- 
ally is © Company officials misled the public in order 
to inflate the value of the company’s stock. © The 
story was inflated by the media. 


| WORD FAMILY inflate | 


Nouns inflation Adjectives inflatable 
Verbs inflate inflationary 
deflate 


_ Sa a ee ee, 


inflation /in'fler-fan/ n [U] social studies a 
continuing rise in prices caused by an increase in 
the money supply and demand for goods 
inflationary /in'fle1-fo,ner-i/ adj ° Inflationary 
pressures seem to be building in the economy. 


inflection SPEECH /in'flek: fan/n[U] change in 
the quality of the voice, often showing an emotion 
O Phyllis replies without any particular inflection in 
her voice, “I guess I’m lazy.” 

GRAMMAR /in 'flek: fan/ n [C] grammar a change 
in a word form or ending to show a difference in 
the word’s meaning or use © “Gets,” “got,” and 
“gotten” are inflections of the verb “get.” 


inflexible © NOT CHANGING /in'flek-sa-bal/ 
adj fixed and unable or unwilling to change © 
Some officials think the law is too harsh and inflexi- 
ble, and they argue it should be changed. 
inflexibility @ /in flek-sa'bil-at-i/ n [U] © fegit- 
imate questions regarding the inflexibility of the sen- 
tencing guidelines 

STIFF /1n'flek-sa-bal/ adj [not gradable] (of a sub- 
stance) stiff and hard, and not able to be bent © 
an inflexible material 
inflexibility @ /in flek-sa'bil-at-i/ n [U] 


inflict /in ‘flikt/ v[T] to force someone or some- 
thing to experience something unpleasant 0 Why 
would anyone inflict harm on a helpless animal? 


in-flight adj [not gradable] done, available, or 
experienced during an aircraft flight © The in-flight 
movie was “Shrek 2,” in Spanish and English. 


influence /‘in flu:-ans, Southern also in flu:-/ v 
[T] to cause someone to change a behavior, belief, 
or opinion, or to cause something to be changed 
© Businesses make large contributions to members of 
Congress, hoping to influence their votes on key is- 
sues. O She was influenced by the common-sense 
views of her grandparents. © That speech influenced 
the course of American history. 
influence /'1n flu:-ans, Southern also in'flu:-/ n 
[C/U] the power to have an effect on people or 
things, or someone or something having such 
power © [C] The kid next door is a bad/good influ- 
ence on Kevin. © [U] She used her influence to get 
her son a summer job. 
influential /,1n-flu:'en-tfal/ adj having a lot of 
influence © Dr. Carter is an influential member of the 
board. 


influenza /,1n-flu:'en-z9/ n [U] esp. fm FLU 


influx /‘in-flaks/ n [U] the arrival of a large num- 
ber of people or things 0 The town’s economy de- 
pends on the summer influx of tourists. 


info /‘1n-fou/ n [U] short form of INFORMATION © 
For additional info, call this number. 


inform /in'fs:rm/ v [T] to tell someone about 
something © Keep me informed about any job op- 
portunities. © She informed her tenants that she was 
raising the rent. 
informant /in'‘fo:r-mant/ n [C] a person who 
tells esp. the police or newspaper reporters about 
something © He was working as an undercover in- 
formant for police. 
informative /in 'fo:r-mat-1v/ adj providing use- 
ful knowledge or ideas © The dietician’s talk was 
very informative. 
informer /in'foir-mar/ n [C] a person who tells 
esp. the police about someone’s criminal activities 


WORD FAMILY inform 


Nouns informant 
information 
informer 
misinformation 


Adjectives informative 


uninformative 


Verbs inform 
misinform 


informal /in 'fa:r-mal/ adj not formal or official, 
or not suitable for official or special occasions © an 
informal gathering © Informal talks resumed today in 
an attempt to end the Strike. 
informally /1n'foir-ma-li/ adv © It’s OK to dress 
informally for the dinner party. 
informality /,1n-fo:r'meel-at-i/ n [U] 
information /,1n-far'mer- fan/, short form info 
n [UJ] news, facts, or knowledge © an important 
piece of information O Can you give us some infor- 
mation on tours to Alaska? 0 Information about up- 
coming local events is printed in the newspaper. 


USAGE 


information 


Remember you cannot make information plu- 
ral. Do not use informations. 
Could you send me some information about 
your courses? > 


d3 jump | j yes | I little | 2m hm | °n cotton | n sing | { shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 4 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


infraction 


Wfractione! 


For more information please contact our 
office. 

We've been able to find out several pieces of 
information. 

2 vf 
office: 


jes lw = a oe ed 
WORD CHOICES information = 


The plural noun details is often used to de- 
scribe facts or pieces of information grouped 
together. 
Please send me details of your training 
COUrSeS. 
The plural nouns directions and instructions 
are often used to talk about information which 
describes how to do something. 
Just follow the directions on the label. 
The plural noun directions is also used to mean 
“information about how to get to a place.” 
We had to stop and ask for directions. 
The plural noun guidelines is used for infor- 
mation about the best way to do something. 
The government has issued new guidelines on 
health and safety at work. 
The noun data is sometimes used to describe 
information in the form of facts and numbers. 
Our consultants have been collecting financial 
data. 
The phrase facts and figures can be used for 
information which contains a lot of details 
which include facts and numbers. 
Check the website for facts and figures on skin 
cancer. 
Written information about a subject is some- 
times described as literature. 
Some literature on our current policy is 
enclosed. 


infraction /in'frak-fan/ n[C] fmia breaking of 
a rule or law O a minor infraction 


infrared /1n-fra'ted/ adj [not gradable] science 
describing light at the red end of the SPECTRUM (= 
set of colors into which light is separated), which 
cannot be seen by human beings, and which gives 
out heat 


infrastructure © /'in-fra,strak-tfar/ n [C] 
the basic structure of an organization or system 
which is necessary for its operation, esp. public wa- 


ter, energy, and systems for communication and 
transport 


infrequent /1n 'fri:-kwant/ adj not happening 
often; rare © Wiggins made one of his infrequent trips 
into Manhattan. 
infrequently /1n'fri:-kwant-li/ adv 


infringe /in 'frind3/ v [I/T] to act ina way that 
is against a law or that limits someone’s rights or 
freedom © [T] Copying videos infringes copyright 
law. © [| always + adv/prep] The senator is opposed 
to any laws that infringe on a citizen's right to free 
speech. 


infringement /in‘frind3-mant/ n [C/U] © [U] 
copyright/patent infringement 


infuriate /1n 'fjur-i: ,e1t/ v [T] to make someone 
extremely angry © The referee’s calls infuriated the 
home team fans. 
infuriating /in‘fjur-i: ert-19/ adj causing anger 
and annoyance © It’s infuriating to be kept waiting 
this long! 


infuse /in 'fju:z/ v[T] to cause someone or some- 
thing to take in and be filled with a quality or a 
condition of mind © His landscape paintings were 
infused with a warm, subtle light. 
infusion /1n'fju:-3an/ n [C] an inward flow that 
helps to fill something © An infusion of funds is des- 
perately needed. 


ingenious /in 'd3i:n-jas/ adj (of a person) skilled 
at inventing new ways to do something, esp. to 
solve problems, or (of ideas or things) original, and 
showing esp. the ability to solve problems © an 
ingenious engineer/songwriter O She devised an in- 
genious solution to the problem. 


ingenuity /,1n-dza'nu:-at-i/ n [U] the skill of 
thinking, performing, or using things in new ways, 
esp. to solve problems © With a little ingenuity, 
meals can be tasty as well as inexpensive. 


ingest /in'dzest/ v [T] fm/ to take food or liquid 
into the stomach 0 These mushrooms are poisonous 
if ingested. 


ingrained /‘in-greind/ adj [not gradable] (of 
beliefs, attitudes, or habits) so established that 
they are difficult to change © Saying “Thank You” 
became such a deeply ingrained habit that he never 
forgot to do it. 


ingratiate /in'‘gret-fi: e1t/ v [T] disapproving to 
try to make yourself especially pleasant in order to 
get someone to like or approve of you, and often 
to influence them to do something for you © He 
tries to ingratiate himself with the boss by saying that 
all her ideas are brilliant. 


ingratitude /in‘gret-9,tu:d/ n[U] lack of ap- 
preciation for help that has been given 


ingredient /in‘gri:d-i:-ant/ n [C] one of the 
parts in a mixture © Combine all the ingredients for 
the stew. © (fig.) She viewed color as an essential 
ingredient of good design. 


in-group n[C usually sing] a social group whose 
members share interests or characteristics that 
people outside the group do not share 


ingrown /‘In-groun/ adj [not gradable] grow- 
ing into the flesh 0 an ingrown toenail 


inhabit /in'‘heb-st/ v [T] to live in a place 0 
These remote islands are inhabited only by birds and 
animals. 
inhabitant /in'heeb-at-ant/ n [C] a person or 
animal living in a place 


inhale /in‘heil/ v [I/T] to breathe in something 
© [!/T] She inhaled (the fresh air) deeply. 
inhalation /,1n-ha'lerJon, ,in-l'er-/ n [U] © 
Two firefighters were treated for smoke inhalation. 
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inhaler /in'her-lar/ n [C] a small device for 
breathing in a medicine, used esp. by people who 
have ASTHMA (= disease that can make breathing 
difficult) 


inherent © /in'hir-ant, -'her-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] existing as a natural and permanent quality of 
something or someone © The drug has certain in- 
herent side effects. 
inherently @ /in‘hir-ant-li, -'her-/ adv [not 
gradable] © Some phenomena in physics are inher- 
ently uncertain. 


inherit /in'her-at/ v [T] 1 to receive money, 
property, or possessions from someone after the 
person has died 0 Who will inherit the house when 
he dies? 2 biology To inherit particular character- 
istics is to receive them from the parents through 
the GENES (= chemical patterns). 
inheritance /in'her-at-ans/ n [C/U] 1 money, 
land, or possessions received from someone after 
the person has died 2 biology Inheritance also 
means the particular characteristics received from 
parents through the GENES. 


inhibit © /in‘hib-at/ v[T] to take an action that 
makes something less likely to happen, or that dis- 
courages someone from doing something © The 
merger of the two corporations was not allowed be- 
cause it would inhibit open competition. 0 Some 
States have a rule that inhibits lawyers from talking 
about their cases outside the courtroom. 
inhibited © /in'hib-at-ad/ adj not confident 
enough to say or do what you want © The presence 
of strangers made her feel inhibited. 
inhibition @ /,1n-ha'bif-an, ,in-a-/ n [C/U] an 
inability to act naturally, esp. because of a lack of 
confidence 


in-house adj, adv [not gradable] involving a 
company and its employees at the place where 
they work, and not other companies or people 
who are not regular employees © Findory’s tech- 
nology was developed in-house. © in-house lawyers 


inhuman /in'hju:-man, -'ju:-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] extremely cruel; lacking in or not influenced 
by human feeling © /n those days war movies always 
portrayed the enemy as fanatical, even inhuman. 
inhumanity /,1n-hju:'mzen-at-i, -ju:-/ n [U] in- 
human treatment or behavior 


inhumane /,in-hju:'mem, -ju:-/ adj [not grad- 

able] cruel to people or animals in not caring 
about their suffering or about the conditions un- 
der which they live 0 We have a responsibility to 
protect animals from inhumane treatment. 


inimitable /1'nim-at-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
fm! impossible to copy because of being of very 
high quality or a particular style O Louis Armstrong's 
inimitable gravelly voice 


initial © BEGINNING /1'n1J-al/ adj [not grada- 
ble] of or at the beginning; first O She failed her 
driving test on the initial try, but passed the next 
time. O The president's initial popularity soon 
disappeared. 

initially @ /1'ntJ-a-li/ adv [not gradable] © The 
ceremony, initially planned for this month, was 
postponed. 


injure 


FIRST LETTER /1'nif-al/ n [C] 1 the first letter of a 
name, esp. when used to represent a name 2 Your 
initials are the first letters of each of your names: 
They will put your initials on the luggage for another 
We. 
initial /1'nif-al/ v [T] to write your initials on 
something © Please initial each document. 


initiate © BEGIN /1'n1J-i:,eit/ v [T] to cause 
something to begin © The peace talks were initiated 
by a special envoy. 
initiation © /1,ntJ-i:'er-Jan/ n [U] © The initia- 
tion and carrying out of such a measure, he wrote, 
is absolutely necessary. 
initiative © /1'n1J-at-1v/ n[C] a new attempt to 
achieve a goal or solve a problem, or a new 
method for doing this © The defense secretary an- 
nounced a major initiative to upgrade our military 
preparedness. 


ACCEPT IN GROUP /r'n1J-i: ,e1t/ v [T] to signal the 
acceptance of someone into a group by a special 
ceremony 
initiation © /1,n1J-i:'er-fan/ n [C/U] a special 
ceremony or responsibility that signals the accep- 
tance of someone into a group © [C] One frater- 
nity’s initiation required new members to wear their 
coats inside out for a day. © [U] Sailors who charter 
a boat must pay a $495 initiation fee to join the club. 


initiative © /1'niJ-at-1v/ n [U] the ability to 
judge what needs to be done and take action, esp. 
without suggestion from other people © Lisa 
showed initiative on the job and was soon promoted. 


inject /in'dgekt/ v [T] 1 to use a needle to put a 
drug into a person’s body © The morphine took ef- 
fect almost as soon as it was injected. 2 \f you inject 
something into an organization, conversation, or 
exchange, you add it: The contest was intended to 
inject some friendly competition into the proceedings. 
injection /1n'd3ek- fan/ n [C/U] © [C] an insulin 
injection © [U] vaccines given by injection 


in-joke n [C] a joke that is understood only by a 
small group of people 


injunction /in'd3aq: fan/ n[C] lawan official or- 
der given by a court, usually to stop someone from 
doing something © [+ to infinitive] The court has 
issued an injunction to prevent distribution of the 
book. 


injure © /'1n-d3ar/ v[T] to hurt a living creature, 
esp. to cause physical harm to someone © The bus 
careened out of control, injuring several people. 
injured @ /'1n-d3ard/ adj © She was told to rest 
her injured back. 
injured @ /'tn-d3ard/ pl n people who are in- 
jured, considered as a group © The injured were 
taken to several nearby hospitals. 
injury © /'tn-d3a-ri/ n [C/U] physical harm or 
damage done to a living thing © [C] He was re- 
moved from the game with a knee injury. © [U] They 
were lucky to escape injury. 


WORD FAMILY injure 


Adjectives injured 
uninjured 


Nouns injury 
Verbs 


injure 
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injustice /1n'd3as-tas/ n [C/U] the condition of 
being unfair and lacking justice, or an action that 
is unfair © [U] social injustice © [C] | was falsely ar- 
rested, so there was definitely an injustice done. © 
Related adjective: UNJUST 


ink /ink/ n colored liquid used for writing, print- 
ing, and drawing © [C] colored inks © [U] Please 
write in ink, not pencil. egy 
inky /'19:ki/ adj colored or covered with ink, or 
having this appearance © the inky blue of the night 
sky 


inkling /‘19-kl1n/ n [U] a slight idea that some- 
thing is true or likely to happen, although it is not 
certain © She saw the look on Nick’s face but had no 
inkling of what it meant. 


inland /‘1n-lznd, -land/ adj, adv away from the 
sea O We left the coast and headed inland. 


in-law /'in-ls:/ n [C] a person you are related to 
by marriage, esp. the parents and other members 
of your husband’s or wife’s family © He’s spending 
the holiday with his in-laws. 


inlay /'in-le1/ n [C/U] a decorative pattern made 
of pieces set into the surface of an object © [U] a 
pine table with mahogany inlay 


inlet /‘1n-let, -lat/ mn [C] a narrow channel of water 
that goes from a sea or lake into the land or be- 
tween islands 


in-line skate /,1n lain'skeit/, trademark Roller- 
blade n [C usually pl] a type of shoe with a single 
row of small wheels on the bottom which you 
wear in order to travel along quickly for enjoy- 
ment, sports, or exercise 


inmate /'1n-meit/ n [C] a person who is forced 
by law to stay in a prison or hospital © The inmates 
were living in terrible conditions. 


inn /1n/ n[C] a hotel, esp. a small hotel, often with 
a restaurant 


innards /'1n-ardz/ p/n inf! the inner organs of 
a person or animal, or the inside parts of amachine 
© the innards of radios © frogs’ innards 


innate /1'neit/ adj [not gradable] (of a quality) 
which you are born with, or which is present nat- 
urally © Her dance expresses the innate beauty of the 
human jae 


innately /r'neit-li/ adv © Power is innately 
seductive. 


inner /'1n-ar/ adj [not gradable] inside or con- 
tained within something else © These islands lie be- 
tween the bay’s outer and inner sections. © She met 
life’s challenges with courage and inner strength (= 
the strength of her character or spirit). © Simpson 
was part of the club’s inner circle (= the most pow- 
erful group). 


inner-city adj [not gradable] found in or involv- 
ing the older, central part of a city where there are 
poor people and bad housing © There are more 
problems in large, inner-city school districts. 
inner city n[C] © The program gives kids from the 
inner city a taste of the wilderness. 


innermost /'1n-ar,moust/ adj [not gradable] 
(of thoughts) most strongly felt and most private, 
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or (of objects) nearest to the center © They told her 
their innermost secrets. 


inner tube n[C] around rubber tube filled with 
air that fits inside a car or bicycle tire 


inning /'1n-1p/ n[C] a numbered period of play 
in a game of baseball in which both teams BAT (= 
try to hit the ball), or one team’s turn to bat in one 
of these periods © Cleveland scored three times in 
the ninth inning. 


innkeeper /‘1n ki:-par/ n[C] esp. olduse a person 
who owns or manages an INN (= a hotel) 


innocent /‘In-a-sant/ adj (of a person) not 
guilty of a particular crime, or having no knowl- 
edge of the unpleasant and evil things in life, or 
(of words or an action) not intended to cause harm 
© He pleaded innocent to all charges against him. © 
It was a totally innocent kind of mistake. © Several 
innocent bystanders (= people who were not in- 
volved but who were there by chance) were injured 
when his car slid off the road. 
innocence /'in-a-sans/ n [U] © He acts like he 
doesn’t have to prove his innocence (= lack of guilt). 
innocently /'In-a-sant-li/ adv Oo Some people in- 
nocently drove into the contaminated area. 


WORD FAMILY innocent 


Nouns innocence Adverbs innocently 


Adjectives innocent 


innocuous /1'nak-ja-was/ adj completely with- 
out harm © an innocuous statement © innocuous 
activities 


innovate © /'In-9,veit/ v [I] to introduce 
changes and new ideas © The fashion industry is 
always desperate to innovate. 
innovator @ /'in-9,vert-ar/ n [C] © A fearless 
innovator, Ives liked to play music simultaneously in 
different meters and keys. 


innovative © /'1n-a ,veit-1v/ adj (of ideas and 
methods) new and different © Gwen introduced a 
number of innovative solutions. 
innovation @ /,1n-a'ver- fan/ n[C/U] o [U] The 
recording industry is driven by constant innovation. 
© [C] His latest innovation is a theater company that 
will perform for schools. 


innuendo /,1n-ja'wen-dou/ n [C/U] p! innuen- 
dos, innuendoes a remark that suggests some- 
thing but does not refer to it directly, or this type 
of remark in general © [U] The election campaign 
was marred by rumor and innuendo. 


innumerable /1'nu:-ma-ra-bal/ adj [not grad- 
able] too many to be counted, or very many © Ro- 
land sent her innumerable love letters. 


inoculate /1'nak-ja ,lert/ v [T] to give a person 
or animal a VACCINE (= substance to prevent 
disease) 

inoculation /1,nak-ja'ler-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] a 
cholera inoculation 


inoffensive /,1n-a'fen-siv/ adj not causing any 


harm or offense © Their music is upbeat and 
inoffensive. 
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insensitive 
rs CCV 


inoperable DISEASE /1'nap-a-ra-bal/ adj [not 
gradable] (of an illness, esp. CANCER) that doctors 
are unable to treat or remove by an operation 


NOT WORKING /1'nap-a-ra-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
not able to be done or made to work © Most of the 
machines were inoperable. 


inopportune /1,nap-ar'tu:n/ adj fm! happen- 
ing or done at a time that is not suitable or con- 
venient © Difficulties seem to crop up at the most 
inopportune times. 


inordinate /1'no:rd-°n-at/ adj unreasonably or 
unusually large in size or degree 
inordinately /1'no:rd-8n- at-li/ adv She seemed 
to be inordinately fond of her dog. 


inorganic /,1n,2:r'geen-1k/ adj [not gradable] 
not consisting of living material, or relating to sub- 
stances that do not contain living material © Rocks 
and metals are inorganic. © inorganic chemistry © 
Compare ORGANIC LIVING 


inpatient /'1n,per-fant/ n [C] a person who 
Stays One or more nights in a hospital in order to 
receive medical care © His insurance company is un- 
willing to pay for inpatient treatment. 0 Compare 
OUTPATIENT 


input © /'1n-pot/ n [C/U] information, money, 
or energy that Is put into a system, organization, 
or machine so it can operate © [U] The city plans 
to get input from local community groups. © [C] This 
unit has three audio inputs (= places to connect 
other devices). 
input © /'in-put/ v [T] pres. part. inputting, past 
input, inputted © keyboard operators inputting data 


inquest /'in-kwest/ n[C] an official examination 
of facts in an attempt to discover the cause of 
something, esp. of a sudden or violent death © a 
coroner’s inquest 


inquire, enquire /in'kwair/ v to ask for infor- 
mation © [I] Officials from around the country have 
called to inquire about the program. © [+ question 
word] Phil inquired whether | wanted to meet his 
roommate. 
inquiring, enquiring /1n 'kwai-rin/ adj© You have 
a very inquiring mind. 
inquiry, enquiry /in'kwar-ri, ‘In-kwa-ri/ n [C/U] 
1 [C] I’ve made inquiries about the cost of a ticket. 
2 An inquiry is also an official attempt to discover 
the facts about something. 


PHRASAL VERB with inquire 


e inquire into something to try to discover the facts 
about something © The committee had no right to 
inquire into his politics. 


Lracqelsetiooe /,in-kwa'zif-an/ n[C usually sing] 
a detailed questioning, esp. of someone’s beliefs 


inquisitive /in'kwiz-at-1v/ adj (of a person or 
their behavior) eager to know a lot about people 
or things © an inquisitive mind © Our neighbors are 
too inquisitive. 


inroads /'1n-roudz/ p/n direct and noticeable ef- 
fects on something © Women have made major in- 
roads into this profession over the last 20 years. 


ins and outs /‘1n-za'nauts/ p/n the details or 
facts relating to something © She knows the ins and 
outs of the law. 


insane /in'sein/ adj extremely unreasonable, or 
mentally ill © Youd have to be insane to spend $200 
on dinner! © Fisher went insane and had to be 
hospitalized. 

insanely /in'sein-li/ adv © She’s insanely (= ex- 
tremely unreasonably) jealous of her husband. 
insanity /in'szen:at-i/ n[U] © The jury found him 
innocent on the grounds of temporary insanity (= 
mental illness). 


insatiable /in'ser-ja-bal/ adj (of a desire or 
need) too great to be satisfied © an insatiable ap- 
petite © insatiable curiosity 


inscribe /in'skratb/ v [T] to write words in a 
book or cut words onto the surface of an object © 
She inscribed the book, “To my number-one fan.” 
inscription /in'skrip-fan/ n[C] © Wind and rain 
wore away the inscriptions on the gravestones. 


inscrutable /in'skru:t-a-bal/ adj very difficult 
to understand or get to know © an inscrutable smile 
© He believes that a certain portion of life must re- 
main inscrutable. 


imsect /'1n-sekt/ n[C] biology a type of small ani- 
mal with six legs, a body divided into three parts, 
and often two pairs of wings, for example, an ant, 
beetle, or butterfly 


INSECT 


insecticide /in'sek-to,said/ n [C/U] a chemical 
substance for killing insects © Compare PESTICIDE 


insecure @ NOT CONFIDENT /,1n-st'kjur/ adj 
(of people) lacking confidence and doubting their 
own abilities © Eleanor was shy and insecure as a 
child. 

insecurity © /,n-sr'kjur-at-i/ n [C/U] © [C] ! 
think he’s trying to deal with his fears and 
insecurities. 


NOT SAFE /,1n-si'kjur/ adj (of objects or situations) 
not fixed or safe © The stairs seemed kind of rickety 
and insecure. 
insecurity @ /,1n-st'kjur-at-i/ n [C/U] © [U] They 
experienced economic insecurity due to unem- 
ployment. 


inseminate /in'sem-a,neit/ v [T] to put a 
male’s sperm into a female and make her pregnant 
insemination /tn,sem-a'nei-fan/ n[U] 


insensitive /in'sen-sat-1v/ adj 1 not aware of 
other people’s feelings, or not showing sympathy 
for the feelings of other people © The governor 
apologized for his insensitive remarks about the 
homeless. 2 Insensitive can also mean not noticing 
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inseparable 


inseparable 


the effects of something or unable to feel some- 
thing: His feet seem to be insensitive to pain. 
insensitivity /in sen-sa'tiv-at-i/ n [U] © | find 
your insensitivity to my needs insulting. 


inseparable /in'sep:a-ra-bal/ adj (of two or 
more people) such good friends that they spend 
most of their time together, or (of two or more 
things) so closely connected that they cannot be 
considered separately © When we were kids Zoe and 
| were inseparable. 


insert © /in's3rt/ v [T] to put something in 
something else © Insert your ATM card in the slot to 
begin your transaction. 7 
insert ® /‘1n-s3rt/ n [C] © newspaper advertising 
inserts (= extra pieces placed inside) 
insertion © /in's3r-fan/ n [U] © Software can 
automate the insertion of SGML codes in texts. 


inset /‘in-set/ n[C] something positioned within 
a larger object © The city map has an inset in the 
corner showing the downtown area in more detail. 


inside INNER PART /in'said, 'In-said/ 11 the in- 
ner part, space, or side of (something) © [U] the 
inside of a car O [U] the inside of your wrist 2 infml 
Your insides are your stomach and other digestive 
organs. O Compare OUTSIDE OUTER PART 
inside /1n'sard, 'in-said/ prep, adj, adv [not grad- 
able] 1 What’s inside the big box? © I'll work inside 
and you work outside. © People inside (= working 
for) the White House get an us versus them mental- 
ity. 2 lf you get inside an idea or someone’s mind, 
you understand it or them: He tried to get inside 
her mind. 3 \f you do something inside of a partic- 
ular time, you do it using slightly less than that 
amout of time © / should be back inside of two hours. 


SECRET /'in-said/ adj [not gradable] (of informa- 
tion) known only by people in a group, organiza- 
tion, or company; secret © Maloney had inside 
information about the investigation. 
insider /in'said-ar, '1n sard-/ n[C] someone who 
is an accepted member of a group © His books have 
made him an insider in the music world. 


IDIOM with inside 


einside out 1 with the inside part facing out © She 
put her sweater on inside out. 2 If you know some- 
thing inside out, you know it very well: He’s the 
best person to tell you how to get there because he 
knows the city inside out. 


insidious /in'sid-i:-as/ adj (of something un- 
pleasant or dangerous) gradually and secretly 
causing harm © Cancer is an insidious disease. 
insidiously /in'sid-i:-a-sli/ adv © His negative at- 
titude slowly and insidiously spoiled the atmosphere 
around the office. 


insight © /‘in-sait/ n [C/U] a clear, deep, and 
sometimes sudden understanding of a compli- 
cated problem or situation, or the ability to have 
such an understanding © [C] Hurston’s writings 
were recognized for their insights. 0 [U] His work 
shows eg and insight. 

insightful © /'1n sait-fal, in'sart-/ adj © an in- 
sightful observation 


insignia /in'stg-ni:-9/ n [C] an object or mark 
which shows that a person belongs to a particular 


organization or has a particular rank © a Cub Scout 
insignia 

insignificant © /n-sig'nif--kant/ adj not 
important or thought to be valuable © Her prob- 
lems seemed pretty insignificant compared to her 
brother’s. 
insignificance /,1n-stg'nif-1-kans/ n [U] o My 
colleagues despised this man for his insignificance. 
insignificantly © /,1n-sig 'nif-1-kant-li/ adv 


insincere /in-sin'sir/ adj disapproving not feel- 
ing, believing, or meaning something although 
you pretend to; not sincere © an insincere promise/ 
offer 
insincerity /,1n-stn'ser-at-i/ n[U] © There’s often 
a bit of insincerity in these speeches. 


insinuate /in'‘sin-ja,weit/ v [T] to express but 
not directly state something 0 What exactly are you 
insinuating? © [+ (that) clause] She insinuated (that) 
I’m getting fat. 
insinuation /1n,sin-ja'wer fan/ n [C/U] © [C] 
Contrary to your insinuation, we are not being 
unreasonable. 


insipid /in'sip-ad/ adj (of food) lacking a strong 
taste or character, or (of people, activities, or en- 
tertainment) lacking in interest or energy © an in- 
sipid flavor © insipid TV sitcoms 


insist /in'sist/ v to state or demand forcefully, 
esp. despite opposition © [I] She insisted on seeing 
her lawyer. © [+ (that) clause] Greg still insists (that) 
he did nothing wrong. 
insistence /in'sis-tans/ n [U] © At his insistence, 
| continued living with my mother. O Her insistence 
that he bring her took him by surprise. 
insistent /in'sis-tant/ adj © | heard a Soft, insis- 
tent rapping at the door. 
insistently /in'sts-tant-li/ adv Oo She was insis- 
tently cheerful. 


WORD FAMILY insist 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


insistence insist 


Adjectives insistent 


insistently 


insofar as /,1n-sa'far-9z/ adv [not gradable] fm/ 
to the degree that O She had done her best to com- 
fort him, insofar as she was able. 


insolation / 1n-sou ‘ler: fan/ n[U] earth science 
the amount of energy from the sun that reaches 
the earth 


insolent /‘in-sa-lant/ adj (of a person or their 
behavior) intentionally and rudely showing no re- 
spect O Students were often inattentive, sometimes 
even insolent, and showed relatively little interest in 
their work. 


insolently /‘in-sa-lant-li/ adv 


insoluble DIFFICULT TO SOLVE /in'sal-jo-bal/ 
adj [not gradable] (of a problem) so difficult that 
It Is impossible to solve © Traffic congestion in big 
cities seems to be an insoluble problem. 
IMPOSSIBLE TO MIX /in'sal-ja-bal/ adj (of a sub- 


stance) impossible to dissolve © Sand is insoluble in 
water. 
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insolvent /in ‘sal-vant, -'sa:l-/ adj (esp. of a 
company) unable to pay what you owe because 
you do not have enough money © When it discov- 
ered the loans could not be repaid, the bank became 
insolvent. 


insomnia /in'sam-ni:-9/ n [U] the condition of 
being unable to sleep 


inspect © /in'spekt/ v [T] 1 to look at some- 
thing or someone carefully in order to discover in- 
formation, esp. about the quality or condition o 
After the accident both drivers got out and inspected 
their cars for damage. 2 If an official person inspects 
a thing, place, or a group of people, the official 
looks at it carefully in order to make certain it is in 
good condition and that rules are being obeyed: 
Someone from the Health Department will inspect 
the restaurant this afternoon. 

inspection © /in'spek: fan/ n[C/U] 1 (U] At first 
she suspected that the letter was a forgery, but on 
closer inspection (= looked at more carefully), it ap- 
peared to be genuine. 2 An inspection is also a care- 
ful examination by an official to make certain that 
something is in good condition, or that rules are 
being obeyed: [C] He made an inspection of the 
elevators in the building. 

inspector © /in'spek-tar/ n [C] 1 a safety in- 
spector 2 An inspector is also a police officer of high 
rank. 


inspire /in'spair/ v [T] 1 to fill someone with 
confidence and desire to do something © She in- 
spired her students to do the best they could. 2 If 
something or someone inspires something else, it 
causes or leads to it: A successful TV program in- 
spires many imitations. 

inspiration /,1n-spa: 'rer-fan/ n [C/U] 1 [C usu- 
ally sing] She has been an inspiration to us all (= a 
good example for all). 2 An inspiration is also a 
sudden good idea: [+ to infinitive] She had the in- 
spiration to turn the play into a musical. 
inspirational /,1n-spa'rer:Jan-9l/ adj 0 He gave 
an inspirational talk on overcoming obstacles in life. 
inspiring /1n'spar-r1n/ adj approving causing you 
to feel confident about yourself or eager to learn 
or do something © She was an inspiring teacher and 
a gifted scientist. 


instability © /,1n-sta'bil-at-i/ n (U] the con- 
dition of being likely to change, esp. unexpectedly 
© Teenagers often go through periods of emotional 
instability. 


install PUTIN /in'sto:I/ v[T] 1 to put something 
in place so that it is ready for use © We’re having a 
new tile floor installed in the kitchen. 2 When you 
install computer SOFTWARE, you copy it onto your 
computer so that it can be used. 
installation /,1n-sta'ler-fan/ n [C/U] ° [U] Do 
you have to pay extra for installation? 

- PLACE IN JOB /in'sto:I/ v [T] to place someone for- 

mally in an official job of high rank O The new pres- 

ident of the university was installed before the 

graduation ceremony. 


installment /1n'sto:|-mant/ n [C] 1 one of a 
number of payments that you make over a period 
of time to pay for something that you can use 


while you are paying for it © We paid for the car in 
monthly installments over two years. 2 An install- 
ment is also one of the parts of something, such 
as a show, that is experienced as part of a series 
over a period of time: a TV miniseries with five 
installments 


instance /‘In-stans/ n [C] a particular situation, 
event, or fact O There were several instances of com- 
puter failure before we got the system to work prop- 
erly. O Usually this kind of skin condition is caused by 
a food allergy, but in this instance it may be caused 
by the medicine you are taking. © Can you tell us a 
little about your background? For instance (= As an 
example), where were you born? 


instant /‘in-stant/ n [C usually sing] a very short 
moment of time, or a particular point in time o At 
that instant, someone knocked on the door. © Call 
me the instant you get home (= as soon as you get 
to your home). 
instant /'1in-stant/ adj [not gradable] 1 happen- 
ing immediately © / took an instant liking to him. 2 
An instant food or drink is one, usually in dried or 
powdered form, that can be prepared easily and 
quickly, esp. by adding hot water: instant coffee 
instantly /'1n-stant-li/ adv [not gradable] o With 
e-mail you can send a message across the world al- 
most instantly. 


WORD FAMILY instant 


Nouns — instance 


instant 


Adjectives instant 
instantaneous 


Adverbs 


instantly 
instantaneously 


instantaneous /,n-stan'ter-ni:-as/ adj [not 
gradable] happening or completed immediately, 
without any delay 0 TV has conditioned us to expect 
instantaneous answers to difficult questions. 
instantaneously /,1n-stan'ter-ni:-a-sli/ adv [not 
gradable] 


instantaneous velocity n (U] physics a 
calculation that tells how far and in what direction 
an object would travel if it continued in the way it 
was going for one second 


instant message v [T] IM 


instant replay n [C]a short piece of film ina 
sports broadcast that shows a particular action in 
a game again, immediately after it has happened 
O When they showed the instant replay, it looked like 
he had caught the ball out of bounds. 


instead /in'sted/ adv [not gradable] rather than; 
as an ALTERNATIVE © /f we don't go to Europe this 
summer, where would you like to go instead (= what 
other place would you like to go)? 0 We went by 
train instead of by car. 


instep /'in-step/ n[C] the curved upper part of 
the foot between the toes and the heel 


instigate /'in-sto,gert/ v [T] to cause an event 
or situation to happen by your actions 0 Changes 
in the orientation program were instigated by the 
new director. 
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instigation /,1n-sta'ger:fan/ n [U] © The inquiry 
was begun at the instigation of Senator Hyde (= he 
asked for it). 


instill /in'‘stil/ v [T] to put a feeling, idea, or prin- 
ciple gradually into someone’s mind, so that it has 
a strong influence on the way the person lives O 
My parents instilled in me a love of reading. 


instinct /‘1n-stint/ n[C/U] 1 a natural ability that 
helps you decide what to do or how to act without 
thinking © [U] He lacked the instinct for quick action. 
0 [C] His biggest asset may be his political instincts. 
2 Instinct is also the ability to behave in a particular 
way that has not been learned: [U] the maternal 
instinct 
instinctive /in'stij-tiv/ adj © My instinctive re- 
action was to walk away to avoid an argument. 
instinctively /in'stiq-tiv-li/ adv O She instinc- 
tively understood how | felt. 


institute © START /'in-sta,tu:t/ v [T] to put 
into effect; cause to be used © These are some of 
the safety guidelines we've instituted in our hotels. 


ORGANIZATION /'in-sta,tu:t/ n[C] an organization 
whose purpose is to advance the study of a partic- 
ular subject © The National Institutes of Health fund 
medical research in many areas. 


institution © ORGANIZATION /In-sta'tu: 
fan/ n[C] 1 an organization that exists to serve a 
public purpose such as education or support for 
people who need help © a charitable/educational/ 
scientific institution 2 An institution of higher learn- 
ing is a college or university. 
institutional @ /,in-sta'tu:-fan-Al/ adj of or 
typical of an institution 0 The hospital provides typ- 
ically awful institutional food. 
institutionalize @ /,1n-sta'tu:-fan-l arz/ v[T] 
to send someone to stay or live in an institution, 
esp. a hospital for people who are mentally ill © 
Martin had to be institutionalized for several months 
during his last depression. 
institutionally © /,1n-sta'tu:fan-l-i, -{na-li/ 
adv 

CUSTOM /In-sta'tu::fan/ n [C] a custom or prac- 
tice that has existed for a long time and is accepted 
as an important part of a society © the institution 
of marriage 


instruct © TEACH /in'strakt/ v [T] to teach 
someone how to do something © / need someone 
to instruct me on how to use the computer. 
instruction © /in'strak:fan/ n [U] © The course 
gives you basic instruction in car maintenance and 
repairs. 

instructionai /in'strak-Jan-l/ adj © He taught 
himself the sport by watching online instructional 
videos. 

instructions @ /in'strak:Janz/ p! ninformation 
about how to do, make, or use something © Didn’t 
the DVD player come with any instructions? 
instructive @ /in'strak-trv/ adj giving useful or 
interesting information © /t would be instructive to 
follow up the opinion poll with another one after the 
election. 

instructor @ /in'strak-tar/ n [C] 1 a person 
whose job is to teach people a skill © a driving/ski/ 


swimming instructor 2 An instructor is also a 
teacher at a college or university, ranking lower 
than a PROFESSOR. 


ORDER /1n'strakt/ v [T] to order or tell someone to 
do something, esp. in a formal way © [+ to infini- 
tive] The police have been instructed not to let any- 
one leave the area. 
instruction @ /in'strak-fan/ n [C usually pl] ° 
[+ to infinitive] The general received instructions to 
return to the base. 


WORD FAMILY instruct 


Adjectives instructional 


instruction 
instructions 
instructor 


Nouns 
instructive 


Adverbs __ instructively 


Verbs — instruct 


instrument MUSIC /‘in-stra-mant/ n [C] an 
object, such as a piano, guitar, or FLUTE, which is 
played to produce musical sounds © He plays sax- 
ophone, trumpet, and several other instruments. 
instrumental /,1n-stra'ment:-l/ adj [not grad- 
able] performed with musical instruments only 
and not voices 


TOOL /'1n-stra:‘mant/ n [C] a tool or other device 
used for doing a particular piece of work © surgical 
instruments 
instrumental /,1n-stra'ment-9l/ adj important 
in causing something to happen © As secretary of 
state, he was instrumental in the creation of NATO. 


insubordination /,1n-sa,bo:rd-en'er- fan/ n 
[U] the refusal to obey someone who is in a higher 
position than you and who has the authority to tell 
you what to do © She had recently been fired from 
her job for insubordination. 


insubstantial /,1n-sab'staen-tfal/ adj of little 
value or importance, or not being strong, solid, or 
large O He was popular during the early part of the 
20th century, but today his work seems dated and 
insubstantial. 


insufferable /in'saf-a-ra-bal/ adj extremely 
unpleasant and therefore difficult to bear © George 
is an insufferable bore, and you know it. 


insufficient © /,1n-sa'frj-ant/ adj [not grad- 
able] not enough in amount, strength, or quality; 
less than is needed © There was insufficient evi- 
dence, so we had to find him not guilty. 
insufficiently @ /,n-sa'fif-ant-li/ adv [not 
gradable] © Many of the students got low grades 
because they were insufficiently prepared. 


insular /‘in-sa-lar, -sja-/ adj interested only in 
your own country or group and not willing to ac- 
cept different or foreign ideas or people 


insulate COVER /'in-sa,lert/ v [T] to use a ma- 
terial to cover or go around the surface of some- 
thing in order to prevent heat, electricity, etc., 
from escaping or entering © We've saved a lot on 
our heating bills by insulating the attic. 
Insulator /'1n-sa,lert-ar/ n [C] physics a sub- 
stance that does not CONDUCT electricity (= allow 
It to pass through) 
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499 intelligence 


insulation /,1n-sa'ler-fan/ n [U] the substance 
used in insulating © Rubber is better insulation than 
cloth for electric wiring. 


PROTECT /'in-sa,leit/ v [T] to protect someone or 
something from outside influences © As a member 
of a rich and powerful family, she was insulated from 
ordinary life. 


insulin /‘1n-sa-lan/ n (U] biology a HORMONE (= 
chemical substance) in the body that controls the 
amount of sugar in the blood 


insult /in'salt/ v [T] to act in a way or say some- 
thing that is offensive or rude to someone © Don’t 
insult me just because | can’t dance. 
insult /'in-salt/ n [C] an offensive remark or ac- 
tion © Offering me so little money was an insult. 
insulting /in'sal-tip/ adj © an insulting remark 


imsure MAKE CERTAIN, ensure /in'fur/ vto make 
something certain, or to be certain about some- 
thing © [+ (that) clause] Because of the importance 
of the game, we wanted to insure (that) it would be 
televised. © [T] We had reporters check to insure the 
accuracy of the story. 

PROTECT /in'fur/ v [T] to protect yourself or your 
property against damage or loss by making regular 
payments to a company that will pay for the dam- 
age or loss if it happens © We've insured our house 
for $100,000. 
insurance /in'fur-ans, Southern also ‘in, fur-/ n 
[U] the agreement in which you pay a company 
money and the company pays the cost if you have 
an accident, injury, or loss © fire/health/life 
insurance 


insurgent /in's3ar-dzant/ n[C] world history a 
person who is a member of a group that is fighting 
against the government of their country 
insurgency /1n's3r-d3an-si/ n [C/U] world his- 
tory the violent struggle of a group of people who 
refuse to accept their government’s power © The 
insurgency continues despite last week’s assault on 
the rebel stronghold. 


insurmountable /,1n-sar'maunt-a-bal/ adj 
[not gradable] (esp. of a problem or a difficulty) so 
great that it cannot be dealt with successfully © As 
the election returns came in, it was clear that his 
opponent had an insurmountable lead. 


insurrection /,1n-sa'rek-fan/ n [C/U] an or- 
ganized attempt by a group of people to defeat 
their government or ruler and take control of the 
country, usually by violence 


intact /in 'taekt/ adj complete and in the original 
state O He emerged from the investigation with his 
reputation largely intact (= not damaged). 


intake /'1n-terk/ n [U] the amount of something 
such as food, breath, or a liquid that is taken in by 
someone or something © the intake of fuel in a ve- 
hicle © a deep intake of breath 


intangible /1n'ten-d3a-bal/ adj influencing 
you but not able to be seen or physically felt o 
There is the intangible benefit of playing a home 
game before a friendly crowd. 


intangible /1n'taen-d3a-bal/ n [C] © Common 
sense and creativity are some of the intangibles we're 
looking for in the people we hire. 


integer /‘int-a-d3er/ n [C] mathematics a 
whole number and not a FRACTION © The numbers 
5, 3, and 0 are integers. 


integral © /‘nt-a-gral, in'teg-ral/ adj neces- 
sary and important as a part of a whole, or con- 
tained within it © Taking a ride on the canals of 
Venice is an integral part of experiencing that city. 


integrate © /‘int-a,greit/ v [T] 1 to end the 
separation of people by race, sex, national origin, 
etc., in an organization or in society © Until Presi- 
dent Truman integrated the armed forces in 1948, 
African-American soldiers served in segregated army 
units. 2 To integrate is also to combine two or 
more things to make something more effective: 
We were taught how to integrate computer use into 
normal classroom procedures. 
integration @ /,1nt-a'grer-fan/ n[U] 


integrity © HONESTY /in'teg-rat-i/ n [U] the 
quality of being honest and having strong moral 
principles © He was a man of the highest personal 
integrity. 

UNITY /1n'teg-rat-i/ n [U] wholeness and unity © 
The integrity of the play would be ruined by changing 
the ending. 


intellect /‘int-4l ekt/ n [C/U] a person’s ability 
to think and understand esp. ideas at a high level 
0 [C] The stroke left her partially paralyzed, but her 
intellect was not affected. 
intellectual /,1nt-l'ek-tfa-wal/ adj relating to 
the ability to think and understand ideas at a high 
level, or involving ideas © He was among the po- 
litical and intellectual leaders of his time. 
intellectual /,1nt-*l'ek-tfa-wal/ n [C] a person 
whose life or work centers around the study or use 
of ideas, such as in teaching or writing 
intellectually /,1nt-4l'ek-tfa-wa-li/ advo It’s fun 
and it’s intellectually stimulating (= encourages you 
to think at a high level). 


intelligence © THINKING ABILITY /in'tel-9- 
d3ans/ n [U] the ability to understand and learn 
well, and to form judgments and opinions based 
on reason © He’s a child of normal intelligence but 
he’s emotionally immature. 
intelligent © /in'tel-a-dzant/ adj ° a highly in- 
telligent woman 
intelligently € /in'tel-a-dzant-li/ adv o She 
writes intelligently about the life of Mary Baker Eddy. 


WORD CHOICES intelligence 
The adjective smart is a common alternative to 
“intelligent.” 

She's a very smart woman. 

Young people who are intelligent are some- 
times described as bright. 

Jacob was a very bright boy. 
Someone who is extremely intelligent is some- 
times described as brilliant. 

William was a brilliant scholar. > 
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An intelligent person who has a natural ability 
to do a particular thing very well can be de- 
scribed as gifted. 

a gifted mathematician 
The adjective intellectual can be used about 
someone who studies and understands com- 
plicated subjects and ideas. 

This course examines the most influential 

intellectual thinkers of modern times. 

Wise can be used to describe someone who is 
intelligent as the result of experience. 

a wise old teacher 


INFORMATION /1n 'tel-o-d3ans/ n[U] a government 
department or other group that gathers informa- 
tion about other countries or enemies, or the in- 
formation that is gathered © foreign intelligence 


intelligence test n [C] a test that measures 
the ability of a person to understand and learn by 
comparing it with the ability of other people. © 
Compare ACHIEVEMENT TEST 


intelligible /in'tel-o-d3a-bal/ adj (of speech 
and writing) clear enough to be understood © It 
was a poor telephone connection, and only some of 
his words were intelligible. 


intend /in'tend/ v to have as a plan or purpose 
© [+ to infinitive] We intend to go to Australia next 
year to visit our daughter. O [T] The remark was in- 
tended as a compliment. 
intent /in'tent/ n [U] fm/ something that you in- 
tend or intended to do © There was clearly no intent 
to cause harm, and the judge ruled that the injury 
was accidental. © See also: INTENT GIVING 
ATTENTION; INTENT DETERMINED 
intention /in'ten-fan/ n [C/U] something that 
you want and plan to do; an aim © [U] | have no 
intention of selling this house. © [C] He had good 
intentions (= He meant to be kind), but unfortu- 
nately things just didn’t work out. 
intentional /in'ten:fen-l/ adj © Do you think 
the insult was intentional? 
intentionally /1n'ten-fan-4l-i/ adv o The com- 
pany was accused of intentionally dumping garbage 
into the river. 


intense © /in'tens/ adj 1 extreme © intense 
heat/cold © a look of intense joy 2 Intense work or 
thought requires a lot of effort: an intense 1 3-week 
course 3 A person who is intense is very forceful 
and has strong emotions and opinions: He was 
young and intense, and silly, too. 

intensely © /in'ten-sli/ advo intensely personal 
songs © He lives every aspect of life intensely. 
intensify © /in'ten-sa ,fai/ v [I/T] © [T] He inten- 
sified his training, running 45 miles a week. © [lI] 
Fighting around the capital has intensified. 
intensity © /in'ten-sat-i/ n [U] 1 Simone sings 
with emotional intensity. © The light hit us with such 
intensity that we ducked. 2 art Intensity in a work 
of art describes the strength of the color, sound, 
light, or feeling. 

intensive © /in'ten-siv/ adj 1 needing or using 
great energy or effort O We’re in the midst of inten- 
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sive negotiations. © an intensive workout 2 Intensive 
study or training deals with a lot of information in 
a short period of time: a month-long intensive 
course in Spanish 

intensively € /in'ten-siv-li/ adv 


intensifier /in'ten-so,fat-er/, intensive /In'ten- 
siv/ n[C] grammar a word, esp. an adverb, that 
is used to add force to another word or phrase © 
In “extremely large” and “I strongly object,” “ex- 
tremely” and “strongly” are intensifiers. 


intensive care n [U] continuous treatment 
provided in a hospital for those who are extremely 
ill, or the department of a hospital that provides 
this care 


intent GIVING ATTENTION /in'tent/ adj giving 
all your attention to something © an intent look © 
See also: INTENT atINTEND 
intently /tn'tent-li/ adv © The boys played 
intently. 

DETERMINED /in'tent/ adj determined, esp. in a 
way that seems silly or harmful © The climbers were 
intent on reaching the mountaintop despite the 
freezing temperatures. O See also: INTENT at INTEND 


WORD FAMILY intent 


Nouns intent Verbs intend 
eee nien Adverbs intently 


Adjectives intended intentionally 
unintended unintentionally 
intentional 
unintentional 


IDIOM with intent 


efor all intents and purposes almost completely 
© Escape from the prison was, for all intents and pur- 
poses, impossible. 


intention /1n'ten-tfan/ no See at INTEND 


intentional /in'ten-tfan-9l/ adj © See at 
INTEND 


intentionally /in'ten-t{an-4l-i/ adv © See at 
INTEND 


inter /1n'tsr/ v [T] -rr- fmi to put a dead body in 
the earth; bury 


inter- /,1nt-ar/ prefix between or among © inter- 
collegiate sports 


interact © /,nt-9'rzkt/ v [I] to communicate 
with or react to each other © He does not interact 
well with the other students. 

Interaction © /,1nt-a'rek-fan/ n [C/U] o [C] 
drug interactions 

interactive @ /,1nt-a'raek-tiv/ adj 1 The ocean 
and the atmosphere form an interactive system. 2 
An interactive computer program involves the user 
in the exchange of information while the com- 
puter is in operation: interactive software/tech- 
nology 


interactively © /,1nt-o'reek-tiv-li/ adv 


intercede /int-ar'si:d/ v [I] to use your influ- 
ence to persuade someone in authority not to 
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punish or harm someone or to do something for 
someone © Some pharmacists will intercede on your 
behalf with doctors. 


intercept /,int-ar'sept/ v [T] to stop or catch 
something or someone that is on the way from 
one place to another so that it does not reach the 
intended place © to intercept a letter 0 The ball was 
intercepted by Grady. 
interception /,nt-ar'sep-Jan/ n [C] (esp. in 
football) the act of catching a ball intended for 
someone on the opposing team © He's thrown 122 
passes without an interception. 


interchange EXCHANGE /‘int-ar tfeind3/ n 
[C/U] an exchange, esp. of ideas or information, 
between different people or groups © [U] They 
hope to encourage the free interchange of ideas. 
interchangeable /,1nt-ar'tfein-d3a-bal/ adj 
able to be exchanged with each other without 
making any difference or without being noticed o 
interchangeable machine parts 


ROAD /‘int-ar ,tfeind3/ n[C] a connection between 
two roads that allows vehicles to move from one 
road to the other without crossing the flow of 
traffic 


intercom /‘int-ar,kam/ n [C] a set of commu- 
nications devices that allows people in different 
parts of a building, aircraft, ship, etc., to speak to 
each other 


intercontinental / int-er kant-2n'‘ent-l/ adj 
[not gradable] between continents © intercontinen- 
tal flights 


intercourse /‘int-or,ko:rs, -,kours/ n [U] the 
sexual activity in which the male’s PENIS enters the 
female’s VAGINA 


interdependent /nt-ar-di'pen-dant/ adj 
[not gradable] social studies depending on each 
other © an interdependent relationship 
interdependence /,1nt-ar-di'pen-dans/ n [U] 
1 our interdependence as a global society 2 earth 
science Interdependence is also the idea that ev- 
erything in nature is connected to and depends on 
every other thing. 


interest INVOLVEMENT /'in-trast, ‘int-a-rast/n 
[C/U] 1 a feeling of having your attention held by 
something, or of wanting to be involved with and 
learn more about something © [C] an interest in 
chess O [U] / lost interest halfway through the book. 
2 Your interests are the activities that you enjoy 
doing and the subjects that you like to spend time 
learning about. 3 If something is of interest, it 
holds your attention and makes you want to learn 
more about it: Nothing much of interest was 
discussed. 
interest /‘in-trast, 'Int-a-rast/ v [T] © Sailing has 
never really interested me. 
interested /'in-tra-stad, 'int-a-ra-stad/ adj O He 
didn't seem interested in coming. © [+ to infinitive] 
I‘d be interested to learn why he likes her. 
interesting /'In-tra-stin, ‘Int-a,res-tin/ adj hold- 
ing one’s attention © An interesting thing happened 
on the trip back. 


interestingly /‘in-tra-stin-li, 'int-a,res-tin-/ adv 
Interestingly can introduce a piece of information 
that the speaker finds surprising and interesting: 
Interestingly enough, he never actually said that he 
was innocent. 


USAGE “ 


interested 


The only prepositions that can be used after 
interested are in and to. 
I'd be interested to hear other people's 
perspective. 
Ben is very interested in his family history. 


Ben-s-very-interested_on-his-tamily-history- 
USAGE His ois 
interesting 


If something is interesting it is usually some- 
thing that you will like or enjoy. Do not use 
interesting to describe something that will 
help you in a practical way. For that meaning 
you should use a word such as important, prof- 
itable, or worthwhile. 
Fhis-kind-of experience-could-be-very 
interesting for_their-future-careers: 
This kind of experience could be very 
worthwhile for their future careers. 


WORD CHOICES interest 


You can use absorbing, gripping, or riveting 
to describe a game, book, movie, etc., that is 
sO interesting that it keeps your attention 
completely. 

| found the book absolutely gripping — | 

couldn't put it down. 

It was a very absorbing movie. 

The performance was riveting. 
A game, book, TV program, etc., that is so in- 
teresting that you cannot stop playing, read- 
ing, or watching it, may be described as 
compelling. 

It was a compelling story. 
Fascinating is often used to describe someone 
or something you have seen or heard that you 
have found extremely interesting. 

The history of the place was absolutely 

fascinating. 

He’s fascinating on the subject. 
If something or someone is interesting and 
seems mysterious in a way that makes you 
want to know more about that thing or person, 
you can use the word intriguing. 

It’s a very intriguing situation. 


ADVANTAGE /'in-trast, 'Int-a-rast/ n[C] something 
that gives you what is important or necessary or 
helps you in some way © A union looks after the 
interests of its members. © | was only acting in your 
interest (= to achieve what would help you). 

MONEY /'In-trast, 'Int-a-rast/ n [U] money that is 
charged, esp. by a bank, when you borrow money, 
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or money that is paid to you for the use of your 
money © My savings account is earning 5% interest. 


WORD FAMILY interest 


Nouns _ interest Adjectives interested 
disinterest disinterested 
: d 

Verbs interest unintereste 


interesting 


Adverbs interestingly 


IDIOM with interest 


eCan | interest you in something Would you like 
to buy or take something © Can | interest you ina 
cup of coffee? 


interface /‘int-or feis/ n [C] the place where 
two systems come together and have an effect on 
each other, or a connection between two com- 
puters or between a person and a computer © Am- 
phibians live at the interface of land and sea. © To 
simplify software, you improve its interface. 
interface /'1nt-ar fers/ v [I/T] to communicate or 
cause someone or something to communicate © 
[1] Neighborhood groups here interface very well with 
police. 


interfere / int-or'fir/ v [I] 1 to involve yourself 
in matters connected with other people without 
being asked or needed © Interfering in other peo- 
ple’s arguments is always a mistake. 2 If something 
or someone interferes with a situation or a process, 
it spoils it or prevents its progress: Even a little noise 
interferes with my concentration. 
interference /,int-ar'fir-ans/ n[U] 1 She seems 
to regard any advice from me as interference. 2 On 
the radio, television, or telephone, interference is 
noise, lines, etc., that prevent a clear sound or pic- 
ture from being received. 3 physics Interference 
between two waves happens when they have the 
same FREQUENCY and produce a force that is either 
stronger or weaker than one wave alone. 4 In 
sports, interference is an action that is against the 
rules which prevents an opposing player from 
completing a play. 


interferon /int-ar'fir-an/ n [C] biology a sub- 
stance produced in the body to fight against 
viruses 


interim /‘nt-9-ram/ adj [not gradable] tempo- 
rary; intended for a short period only © an interim 
government 
interim /'int-a-ram/ n [U] © | started writing two 
years ago, and other books on the subject have come 
out in the interim (= during this period). 


interior /in'tir-i:-ar/ adj [not gradable] inner: on 
or from the inside © The interior surface of the sea- 
shell was smooth. O Compare EXTERIOR 
interior /in'tir-i:-ar/ n [C/U] the inside part of 
something © [U] a car’s interior © Compare 
EXTERIOR 


interior angle n [C] geometry an angle on 
the inside of a triangle or other POLYGON 


interior decorator n[C] a person whose job 
is to decorate the inside of buildings and houses 


interject /,int-ar'dgekt/ v [T] to say something 
that interrupts someone who is speaking © He tn- 
terjected questions throughout the discussion. 
interjection /,1nt-ar'dgek-fan/ n [C] grammar 
a word or phrase that is used as a short, sudden 
expression of emotion © “Hey!” “Ouch!” and “Cut 
that out!” are interjections. 


interlock /1nt-ar'lak/ v [I/T] to join together 
firmly, esp. by fitting one part into another 
interlocking /,1nt-ar'lak-1n/ adj © interlocking 
rings 


interloper /'int-ar ,lou-par/ n[C] someone who 
becomes involved in an activity or a social group 
without being asked or wanted, or who enters a 
place without being allowed © We felt like interlop- 
ers when we tried to join the game. 


interlude /‘int-ar lu:d/ n[C] a period or event 
that comes between two others and is different 
from them © The ferry trip was a relaxing interlude 
during the drive. 


intermarriage /1nt-or'mzer-1d3/ n [U] mar- 
riage between people who are of different groups 


intermediary /,nt-ar'mi:d-i:,eri/ n  [C] 
someone who acts to arrange an agreement be- 
tween people who are unwilling or unable to com- 
municate directly 


intermediate © / int-ar'mi:d-i:-at/ adj [not 
gradable] being or happening between two other 
related things, levels, or points © a student of En- 
glish at the intermediate level 


interminable /in't3r-ma-na-bal/ adj continu- 
ing for too long and seeming never to end © in- 
terminable arguments 
interminably /in'tar-ma-na-bli/ adv oO They 
talked interminably. 


intermingle /int-ar'min-gal/ v [I] to become 
mixed together © The spices intermingle to produce 
an unusual flavor. 


intermission / int-ar'm1f-an/ n [C/U] a brief 
period between the parts of a performance 


intermittent /:nt-or'mit-2nt/ adj not hap- 
pening regularly or continuously; stopping and 
starting repeatedly or with long periods in 
between 

intermittently /,nt-ar'mit-ent-li/ adv o It 
rained intermittently all day. 


intermolecular /nt-or-ma'lek-ja-lar/ adj 
[not gradable] chemistry happening among or 
between MOLECULES 


intern PUNISH /in 'tarn, 'In-tarn/ v[T] world his- 
tory to put someone in prison for political or mili- 
tary reasons 


internment /in't3rn-mant/ n [U] 

STUDENT /'in-t3rn/ n[C] someone who is receiving 
training by obtaining practical experience of a 
type of work 
internship /'in,tarn,fip/ n [C] © He served his 
internship at a local hospital. 
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internal © /1n'tarn-9l/ adj [not gradable] exist- 
ing, intended for, or happening inside a person, 
organization, place, country, etc. © the internal or- 
gans of the body © The bank will conduct an internal 
investigation. O Compare EXTERNAL 
internally @ /in'tarn-@l-i/ adv [not gradable] o 
This medicine should not be taken internally. © Issues 
like this should be dealt with internally, and not dis- 
cussed in public forums. 
internalize © /in't3rn-4l ,a1z/ v[T] 1 to accept 
an idea, attitude, belief, etc., so that it becomes 
part of your character © He had not expected the 
people so readily to internalize the values of democ- 
racy. 2 If you internalize your emotions or feelings, 
you do not express them openly: He usually inter- 
nalized his anger, rather than expressing it to 
anyone. 


internal energy n [U] physics the total 
amount of energy in a system, equal to the KINETIC 
energy added to the POTENTIAL energy 


internal medicine n [U] the part of medical 
science that tries to cure illnesses inside the body, 
esp. of the organs 


Internal Revenue Service n [UJ the irs 


international /jnt-ar'nzj-an-9l/ adj [not 
gradable] involving more than one country © in- 
ternational affairs/trade 
internationally /,1nt-ar'nzf-an-l-i/ adv [not 
gradable] © an internationally acclaimed scientist 


internationalism / int-er'nzf-an-l 1z-9m/ 
n[U] politics & government the principle or prac- 
tice of nations acting and working together, or a 
belief in this principle 

International Phonetic Alphabet, 


abbreviation IPA n[U] a system of symbols for show- 
ing the speech sounds of a language 


International System of Units o [U] 
Science S| 


Internet /‘int-ar net/, Net n [U] the large sys- 
tem of connected computers around the world 
which people use to communicate with each other 
© | learned about it on the Internet. 


internist /'1n ,tsr-nast/ n [C] a doctor who spe- 
cializes in INTERNAL MEDICINE (= medicine dealing 
with illnesses inside the body) 


internship /‘1n ,tsrn, fip/ n[C] © See at INTERN 
STUDENT 


interpersonal /int-er'p3r-san-9I/ adj [not 
gradable] involving relationships between people 


interphase /‘int-er ferz/ n [C] biology the pe- 
riod of time between one cell division and the next 


interplanetary /int-ar'plan:a,ter-i/ adj [not 
gradable] between planets © interplanetary travel 


interplay /‘int-ar,pler/ n [U] the action be- 
tween two or more things or the effect they have 
on each other © the interplay of light and shadow 
in a photograph 


interpret © FIND MEANING /in't3r-prat/ v[T] 
to describe the meaning of something; examine in 


order to explain © /t’s difficult to interpret these sta- 
tistics without knowing how they were obtained. 
interpretation © /1n ,t3r-pra'terfan/ n [C/U] 
1 [C] We had different interpretations of the survey 
results. 2 An interpretation by actors or musicians 
is the expression by their performance of their un- 
derstanding of the part or parts they are playing: 
[C] Masur’s interpretation of the Brahms symphony 
was masterful. 


CHANGE LANGUAGE /in't3r-prat/ v[I/T] to change 
what someone is saying into the words of another 
language; TRANSLATE © [I] | had to ask someone to 
interpret for me because | don't know any Italian. 
interpreter /1n 't3r-prat-ar/ n [C] © The Chinese 
witness testified with the help of an interpreter. 


interracial /,nt-a'rer-fal/ adj [not gradable] 
involving people of different races © an interracial 
community 


interrelated /,nt-a-ri'leit-ad/ adj connected 
in such a way that each thing has an effect on the 
others © He saw all aspects of society as interrelated. 


interrogate /in'ter-a,geit/ v [T] to ask some- 
one many questions in a formal situation, often in 
a forceful way that can be seen as threatening © 
We were stopped at the border and interrogated for 
hours by the police. 
interrogation /1n,ter-a'ger-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] 
Police brought in the suspect for a lengthy 
interrogation. 


interrogative sentence /int-9'rag-at-iv 
‘sent-ans/ n [C] grammar a sentence that asks a 
question or makes a request for information 


interrupt /,nt-a'rapt/ v [T] to stop someone 
from speaking by saying or doing something, or 
to cause an activity or event to stop briefly © [I] 
Please don’t interrupt until I'm finished. © [T] The 
picnic was interrupted by a rain shower. 
interruption /,nt-a'rap-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] | 
need to get some work done without interruption this 
afternoon. 


WORD FAMILY interrupt 


Nouns interruption Verbs interrupt 
interscholastic /int-ar-ska'las-tik/ adj [not 
gradable] involving two or more schools © inter- 


scholastic sports 


intersect /int-or'sekt/ v 

[I/T] 1 to meet and go 

through or across © [T] 

Weaver Street intersects 

Palmer Avenue at the next 

corner. 2 geometry (of aline 

or surface) To intersect is to 

cross at a POINT or set of 

points. INTERSECTING LINES 
intersection /'int-ar sek: fan/n[C] 1 geometry 
a POINT or set of points where two lines, planes, 
etc., cross 2 algebra An intersection is a group of 
items that belong to two different sets. 3 An in- 
tersecton is a place where streets meet or cross 
each other: Times Square is one of New York’s bus- 
jest intersections. 
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intersperse /nt-ar'spsrs/ v [T] to put things 
of one type in different parts or places among 
other things © Framed pictures of her children were 
interspersed among the books in the bookcase. 


interstate / 1nt-or'stert/ adj [not gradable] in- 
volving two or more US states © interstate 
commerce 
interstate (highway) /‘Int-ar,stert (har: 
we1)/ n[C] one of the main roads that are part of 
a US system of large roads that go across states to 
connect many cities © You'll get here quicker if you 
take the interstate, I-95. 


intertwined / int-or'twarnd/ adj twisted to- 
gether or closely connected so as to be difficult to 
separate © Our fates seemed to be intertwined. 


interval © TIME OR SPACE /‘int-ar-val/ n[C] 1 
a period between two events or times, or the space 
between two points © /f there is a fire, the alarm 
will sound at 15-second intervals. 0 We've positioned 
guards around the embassy at intervals of 10 feet. 2 
Br An interval is an INTERMISSION. 


MUSIC /‘int-ar-val/ n [C] music the difference in 
PITCH between two notes 


NUMBERS /'int-ar-val/ n [C] mathematics the set 
of all numbers between two the two particular 
numbers given 


intervene © GET INVOLVED / Int-ar'vi:n/ v [I] 
to become involved intentionally in a difficult sit- 
uation in order to change it or improve it, or pre- 
vent it from getting worse © The superpowers 
began to intervene in local struggles in Africa. 
intervention © /,1nt-ar'ven-tfan/ n[C/U] o [C] 
The intervention by UN troops prevented fighting 
from breaking out. 


COME BETWEEN /,int-ar'vi:n/ v [I] to happen be- 
tween two events, or to prevent something from 
happening by happening first © Two decades inter- 
vened between the completion of the design and the 
opening of the theater. 


interview /‘int-ar,vju:/ n[C] 1 a formal meet- 
ing at which a person who is interested in getting 
a job or other position is asked questions to learn 
how well the person would be able to do it © a job 
interview 2 An interview is also a formal meeting 
at which reporters try to get information, esp. from 
a famous person or public official: an interview with 
the British prime minister 
interview /'‘tnt-or,vju:/ v [T] 1 We interviewed 
dozens of applicants, and have narrowed the job 
search down to two. 2 To interview is also to ask 
questions of someone to get information: She in- 
terviewed voters as they left the polls. 
interviewer /‘int-ar,vju:-ar/ n[C] a person who 
manages an interview and asks the questions 


WORD FAMILY interview 
Verbs 


Nouns interview 
interviewer 


interview 


interweave / int-ar'wi:v/ v [T] pres. part. inter- 
weaving, past simp. interwove, past part. interwo- 
ven to put together or combine two or more 
things so that they cannot be separated easily o 
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intersperse 


The author skillfully interweaves fiction and history 
in her novel. 


intestines /in'tes-tanz/, bowels p/n biology a 
long tube through which food travels while it is 
being digested after leaving the stomach 
intestinal /1n'tes-tan-®l/ adj [not gradable] 


intimate PERSONAL /'int-9-mat/ adj 1 being a 
close, personal friend, or having a close, personal 
relationship © an intimate friend 2 An intimate re- 
lationship can also refer to a romantic relationship: 
They had been good friends, but they had never in 
any way been intimate. 3 Intimate can also mean 
private and personal: She refused to discuss the in- 
timate details of her life. 
intimacy /'1nt-a-ma-si/ n [C/U] © [U] He was al- 
ways polite, but he shunned intimacy. 
intimate /'int-a-mat/ n [C] a close friend © 
George was never one of the president’s intimates. 
intimately /‘1nt-a:mat-li/ adv 9° | know him inti- 
mately and can assure you that he is the ideal man 
for the job. 


EXPERT /'Int-9-mat/ adj expert and detailed © an 
intimate knowledge of cattle farming 
intimately /'‘1nt-a-mat-li/ adv © Local residents 
are intimately familiar with the area. 


SUGGEST /'int-a,mert/ v[T] to suggest that some- 
thing will happen or is true, without saying so di- 
rectly O [+ that clause] He intimated that they had 
thought about getting married. 


intimidate /in'tim-9 deit/ v [T] to frighten or 
threaten someone, usually in order to persuade 
the person to do something he or she does not 
wish to do © Don’t let those bullies intimidate you; 
just walk away from them. 
intimidation /1n ,tim-a'der: fan/ n[U] © a cam- 
paign of intimidation against striking workers 


imto INSIDE /'in-tu:, -te/ prep toward the inside 
or middle of something and about to be con- 
tained, surrounded, or enclosed by it © Pour some 
sugar into the bowl. 0 They went into the backyard. 


CONNECTED WITH /‘in-tu:, -ta/ prep 1 connected 
with or involved in a condition or activity 0 My 
father went into the army the day after the war be- 
gan. © An investigation into the accident is under- 
way. O | know | should do my taxes but | just don’t 
want to get into it now. 2 infm! Into also means 
strongly interested in or involved with something: 
Jeanne is heavily into organic food. © Ken is into long- 
distance running. 


CHANGE /‘in-tu:, -ta/ prep used to show when a 
person or thing is changing from one form or con- 
dition to another © Peel the potatoes and chop them 
into small cubes. © We made the extra bedroom into 
an office. © Her novels have been translated into 
nineteen languages. 


MOVEMENT /'in-tu:, -ta/ prep used to show move- 
ment that involves two things coming together 
with force © The driver apparently fell asleep and his 
car slammed into a tree. © (fig.) Guess who | ran into 
(= met unexpectedly) at the shopping mall! 


DIVISION /'in-tu:, -ta/ prep used when referring to 


the division of one number by another number © 
5 into 10 is 2. 
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intolerable /1n 'tal-a-ra-bal/ adj too bad or dif- 
ficult to bear or to be accepted © Living conditions 
were intolerable after the storm. © This hot weather 
is becoming intolerable. 


intolerant /in'tal-s-rant/ adj disapproving of 
or refusing to accept people, behavior, or ideas 
that are different from your own © As a historian, 
she was intolerant of poorly done research. 
intolerance /in'tal-a-rans/ n [U] © He began to 
speak out against racism and intolerance. 


intonation /,1n-ta'ner- fan/ n [C/U] the sound 
changes produced by the rise and fall of the voice 
when speaking 


intone /in 'toun/ v [I/T] to say something slowly 
and seriously in a voice that does not rise or fall 
much 0 [I] “Say after me,” he would intone, and the 
Class dutifully repeated whatever he said. 


intoxicated /in'tak-sa,kert-ad/ adj fmi drunk o 
He was charged with driving while intoxicated. 
intoxicating /1n 'tak-sa,kert-19/ adj making you 
feel happy, as if you are in a pleasant dream 0 After 
being cooped up in the overheated room all day, we 
took a Stroll and found the fresh air intoxicating. 


intracellular /,1n-tra'sel-ja-lar/ adj [not grad- 
able] biology happening inside a cell or cells 


intractable /in 'trek-ta-bal/ adj difficult or im- 
possible to manage or control © intractable prob- 
lems © an intractable child 


intramural /,1n-tra'mjur-al/ adj [not gradable] 
happening within or involving the members of 
one school © At college she was active in intramural 
sports. 


intransigent /in'tren-za-d3ant/ adj fmi refus- 
ing to change an opinion © He was a man of strong 
views and intransigent positions. 


intransitive /in'tren-zat-1v/ adj [not grada- 
ble] grammar (of a verb) needing no DIRECT OB- 
JECT (= the thing the verb acts on) 0 /n the sentence 
“Ll ran with him to the store,” “ran” is an intransitive 
verb. O Compare TRANSITIVE 


intravenous /,1n-tra'vi:-nas/, abbreviation WV adj 
[not gradable] put directly into a VEIN (= one of 
the tubes in the body that carry blood to the heart) 
O an intravenous drug 
intravenously /,1n-tra'vi:-na-sli/ adv [not grad- 
able] © The antibiotic was given in a_ fluid 
intravenously. 


intrepid /in 'trep-ad/ adj fmi very brave and will- 
ing to risk being in dangerous situations © an in- 
trepid explorer 


intricate /'1n-tri-kat/ adj having a lot of small 
parts or pieces arranged in a complicated way, and 
therefore sometimes difficult to understand in de- 
tail © The novel’s intricate plot will not be easy to 
translate into a movie. 
intricately /'1n-tri-kat-li/ adv O The antique silver 
teapot is intricately engraved. 
intricacy /'in-tr1-ka-si/ n [C usually pl] a detail 
that is part of something complicated O No one 
could understand all the intricacies of the deal. 


intrigue INTEREST /in'tri:g/ v [T] to interest 
someone, often because of an unusual or unex- 
pected quality © / was intrigued by his slow, delib- 
erate way of talking and the serious look in his eyes. 
intriguing /in'tri:-gin/ adj O She has written an 
intriguing account of growing up on a farm as one 
of ten children. 

SECRET /'in-tri:g, in'trizg/ n [C/U] the making of a 
secret plan to do something, esp. something that 
will harm someone © [U] /n that tale of political 
intrigue, he combined great dialogue with an inter- 
esting plot and a surprise ending. 


intrinsic © /in'trin-zik/ adj basic to a thing, 
being an important part of making it what it is o 
Each human being has intrinsic dignity and worth. 
intrinsically € /1n'trin-z1-kli/ adv 


intro /‘in-trou/ n [C] pl! intros infm! an 
INTRODUCTION 


introduce MEET SOMEONE /,1n-tra'du:s/ v [T] 
1 to arrange for you to meet and learn the name 
of another person 0 I'd like to introduce you to my 
friend, Sally. © George, I'd like to introduce my friend, 
Sally. 2 To introduce is also to formally present 
someone to a group: /t’s my distinct honor to intro- 
duce the president of the United States of America. 
introduction /,1n-tra'dak: fan/ n[C] © Let me do 
the introductions (= introduce everyone to each 
other). 


BEGIN TO USE /,1n-tra'du:s/ v[T] to put something 
into use for the first time, or to put something into 
a new place © When were music CDs first intro- 
duced? © These trees were introduced into New En- 
gland from Europe. 
introduction /,1n-tra'dak- fan/ n[U] © The intro- 
duction of express buses is scheduled for July. 


WORD FAMILY introduce 
Nouns 


introduction Verbs 


introduce 


Adjectives introductory 


introduction /,1n-tra'dak-fan/ n [C] litera- 
ture a short speech or piece of writing that comes 
before a longer speech or written text, usually giv- 
ing basic information about what is to follow 0 The 
author's introduction explains the organization of 
the book. 
introductory /,1n-tra'dak-ta-ri/ adj [not grada- 
ble] coming before something else © introductory 
remarks 


intrude /in'tru:d/ v [I] to go into a place or be 
involved in a situation where you are not wanted 
or do not belong © Sorry to intrude, but | wanted 
to insure that this got to your attention. O Students 
who live in a dorm regard any curfew as intruding 
on their rights. 
intruder /1n'tru:d-ar/ n[C] someone who enters 
a place without permission, esp. in order to com- 
mit a crime 
intrusion /in'tru:-3an/ n [C/U] © [U] They com- 
plained that building a new airport nearby would be 
a noisy intrusion on their quiet lives. 
intrusive /in'tru:-siv, -z1v/ adj © He’s fought for 
less intrusive government. 
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intrusion /1n'tru:-3an/ n [U] earth science the 
flowing of hot melted rock into layers or cracks of 
rocks that already exist 
intrusive /in‘tru:-siv, -z1v/ adj earth science 


intuition /,1n-ta'wiJ-an/ n [C/U] an ability to 
understand or know something without needing 
to think about it or use reason to discover it, or a 
feeling that shows this ability © [U] You should trust 
your intuition in making your decision. © [C] Hank’s 
intuitions were right. 
intuitive /in'tu:-at-1v/ adj © Most people have an 
intuitive sense of right and wrong. 
intuitively /1n'tu:-at-1v-li/ adv O People all over 
the world respond intuitively to the movie (= under- 
stood it without using reason). 


Inuit /‘1n-9-wat, -ja-/ n[C] p/ Inuit, Inuits esp. Cdn 
an ESKIMO 


inundate /‘in-on deit/ v [T] 1 to bring to a 
place or person too much of something, so that it 
cannot be dealt with © After appearing on TV they 
were inundated with telephone calls for a week. 0 We 
were inundated with complaints when the show had 
to be canceled. 2 To inundate is also to flood (an 
area) with water: Floods inundated various Indian 
communities. 


invade /in 'veid/ v[I/T] to enter a place by force, 
often in large numbers © [T] The Allies were poised 
to invade Germany. © [T] (fig.) | think that the op- 
portunity is definitely there for people to invade your 
privacy when they want to (= find out personal 
things about you against your wishes). 
invasion /1n'ver-3an/ n [C] © the invasion of the 
Normandy coast on D-day © (fig.) | certainly re- 
garded the tapping of my phone as an invasion of 
(my) privacy. 


invalid © NOTACCEPTABLE /in'veel-od/ adj 
[not gradable] not true or acceptable, or not cor- 
rectly thought out © The results of the election were 
declared invalid by the court. 
invalidate © /1n'veel-a,deit/ v[T] 0 A few minor 
factual errors should not invalidate the theory (= 
make it not true). 

WEAK PERSON /'in-va-lad, -,l1d/ n[C] a person who 
is ill or injured for a long time and usually has to 
be cared for by others © My dad’s mother is an in- 
valid, and she lives with my aunt and uncle. 


invaluable /1n'‘vel-ja-bal, -ja-wa-bal/ adj [not 
gradable] extremely useful © Alejandro said the tu- 
toring he received was invaluable. 


invariable © /in'ver-i:-o-bal, -'vzer-/ adj [not 
gradable] never changing; staying the same © an 
invariable response © an invariable rule 
invariably © /1n‘ver-i:-a-bli, -'vaer-/ adv [not 
gradable] always © There’s no point in rushing - 
she’s invariably late. © High blood pressure is almost 
invariably accompanied by high blood cholesterol. 


invasion /in'ver-3an/ n © See at INVADE 


invasive SPREADING An 'ver-siy, -z1v/ adj tend- 
ing to spread in an uncontrollable way 0 invasive 
plant species © (medical) invasive cancer cells 


MEDICAL PROCESS /in'ver-siv, -zIv/ adj medical 
done by cutting into or putting something into the 
body © invasive surgery/tests/treatment 


inveigle /in'ver-gal/ v [T] to persuade someone 
to do something the person may not want to do 
© Nomo meant to inveigle him into helping out. 


invent /in'vent/ v[T] 1 to design or create some- 
thing that did not exist before © Gutenberg in- 
vented movable type in the 15th century. 2 To invent 
is also to create a story or explanation which is not 
true: | don’t know what | really saw and what I’ve 
invented. 
invention /in'ven-tfan/ n [C/U] something 
newly designed or created, or the activity of de- 
signing or creating new things © [C] The mountain 
bike was a California invention. © [U] The invention 
of the pressure cooker provided a method for cooking 
quickly. © [C] His story of being kidnapped and held 
prisoner was an invention (= something repre- 
sented as being true which is not true). 
inventive /in'vent-1v/ adj approving having or 
showing the ability to design or create something 
new O He is famous for his zany, inventive books for 
children. 
inventor /1n'‘vent:ar/ n[C] © Alfred Nobel was the 
inventor of dynamite. 


WORD FAMILY invent 


Nouns Verbs invent 


reinvent 


invention 
inventor 


Adverbs 


Adjectives inventive 


inventively 


inventory /‘in-van,tori, -touri/ n [C/U] 
goods that are easily made available, or a detailed 
list of goods, property, etc. © [C] large inventories 
of oil and gasoline © [U] The store is closed while 
we're taking inventory (= counting and listing all 
the goods). 


inverse /in'vars, ‘in-v3rs/ adj [not gradable] 
changing in an opposite direction in relation to 
something else, esp. an amount © in inverse pro- 
portion © an inverse relationship 
inversely /in'v3r-sli, ‘In ,v3r-/ adv [not gradable] 
© By and large, your ability to cope with change var- 
ies inversely with age. 


inversion /in 'v3r-3an/ n [C/U] earth science a 
situation in which the temperature of the air high 


above the ground is warmer than the air near the 
ground 


invert /in'v3rt/ v [T] to turn something so its top 
is at the bottom or put something in the opposite 


order or position © Invert the cake onto a wire rack 
and let it cool. 


invest © /in'vest/ v[I/T] to put money or effort 
Into something to make a profit or achieve a result 
© [T] She tends to invest a lot of energy in her work. 
e [!] | think it’s time to invest in (= buy) a new wash- 
ing machine. 
Investment © /1n 'vest-mant/ n[C/U] o[C] real 
estate investments © [U] There's an awful lot of for- 
eign investment in the US. 
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investor @ /in'ves-tar/ n[C] a person or group 
of people that puts its money into a business or 
other organization in order to make a profit o 
Many stock-market investors who wanted to sell 
couldn't find any buyers. 


investigate © /in'ves-ta,gert/ v [I/T] to ex- 
amine something carefully, esp. to discover the 
truth about it © [I] There was a suspicious man near 
the playground, and we asked the police to investi- 
gate. O[T] The school created an independent review 
board to investigate charges of misconduct. 
investigation © /1n,ves-ta'ger-fan/ n [C/U] o 
[C] a criminal investigation © [U] The cause of the 
fire is under investigation (= is being examined). 
investigative © /in'ves-ta,geit-1v/ adj © He’s 
one of the paper's strongest investigative reporters (= 
someone whose job is gathering facts to be 
published). 
investigator © /in'ves-ta,geit-ar/ n[C] © She 
hired a private investigator to check into her hus- 
band’s activities. 


inveterate /in'vet-a-rat/ adj usually disapproving 
done as a habit and not likely to change © an in- 
veterate liar 


invidious /1n 'vid-i:-as/ adj fmi likely to cause un- 
happiness or offense © We are not going to seek for 
invidious comparisons between governments. 


invigorate /in'vig-a,reit/ v[T] to give new en- 
ergy or strength to someone or something © They 
argued that a cut in the tax rate would invigorate 
the economy. 
invigorating /in'vig-a,reit-1n/ adj © The fresh 
air was invigorating. 


invincible /in'vin-sa-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
impossible to defeat or prevent from doing what 
is intended © an invincible army 0 She seemed nearly 
invincible on the tennis court this year. 


invisible © /in'viz-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
impossible to see O Invisible bacteria can lead to 
food poisoning. 0 She was so unimportant in their 
lives that she was almost invisible to them. 
invisibility /1n ,viz-a'brl-at-i/ n [U] 


invite ASK /i1n'vait/ v [T] to ask someone in a 
polite or friendly way to come somewhere, such 
as to a party, or to formally ask someone to do 
something © Architects were invited to submit their 
designs for a new city hall. © | think we should invite 
her over to our place for coffee. 
invitation /,1n-va'ter-fan/, not standard invite 
/‘in-vait/ n [C] © We received their wedding invita- 
tion today. © He accepted the invitation to join the 
committee. 


ruUSAGE- 8 © == ‘ypftuotie( > EP TT aie 
invite 


Remember that the usual preposition with the 
verb invite is to. 
She invited me to her party. 
Shetnvited-me-at-her-party- 


Shesnvited-me-for-her-party. 


ENCOURAGE /in'vait/ v [T] to do something that 
could cause something else to happen © /f you're 
scared of an animal, make a lot of noise, because 
running away usually invites problems. 
invitation /,1n-va'ter-fan/ n [U] © Leaving your 
house unlocked is an open invitation to burglars (= 
encourages them). 


WORD FAMILY invite 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


invitation invite 
mie invitingly 


Adjectives inviting 


inviting /1n'vait-1p/ adj attractive © The kitchen 
is cheerful and inviting. 


invoice /'in-vois/ n[C] a statement listing goods 
or services provided and their prices, used in busi- 
ness as a record of sale O You need to have a copy 
of your original invoice if you want a refund. 
invoice /'in-vais/ v[T] © When they ship the CDs, 
the company will invoice you (= send you a request 
for payment). 


invoke © CALL FOR HELP /1n 'vouk/ v [T] to call 
on something or someone, esp. God, for help 


USE /In 'vouk/ v [T] to cause something to be used; 
bring into effect © Rather than answer the question, 
the witness invoked the Fifth Amendment against in- 
criminating himself. 


involuntary /in‘val-an ,ter-i/ adj not done will- 
ingly, or not done intentionally © A sharp tap be- 
neath the knee usually causes an involuntary 
movement of the lower leg. © The driver of the vehicle 
was charged with involuntary manslaughter. 


involve © INCLUDE /in'‘valy, -'vo:lv/ v [T] to in- 
clude someone or something in an activity 0 The 
accident involved two cars and a truck. © The opera- 
tion involves inserting a small tube into the heart. 
involvement © /1n ‘valv-mant, -'vo:lv-/ n[C/U] 
0 [U] He was accused of involvement in the robbery. 
MAKE INTERESTED /in'valv, -'vo:lv/ v [T] to make 
someone interested in taking part in something © 
A good teacher tries to involve children in activities 
where they interact with each other. 
involved @ /in'valvd, -'vo:lvd/ adj 1 interested 
in or taking part in an activity or event © The couple 
was having a loud argument, and | was afraid to get 
involved. © Maria was so involved in her work that 
she didn’t hear me come in. 2 lf someone is involved 
with someone else, they have a romantic rela- 
tionship. 


WORD FAMILY involve 


Nouns involvement 


Verbs 


Adjectives involved 


involve uninvolved 


involved © /in'valvd, -'va:lvd/ adj difficult to 
understand or deal with; complicated © His story 
was so involved that | couldn't follow it. 


inward /'in-ward/ adj [not gradable] 1 on or to- 
ward the inside © Hold out your hands and rotate 
your wrists inward. 2 Inward also means directed 
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toward your self, your mind, or your spirit: an in- 
ward spiritual quest ©O Compare OUTWARD AWAY 
FROM 

inward /'in-ward/, inwards /'In-wardz/ adv [not 
gradable] © Fold the edges of the paper inward, © 
We turned inward to our own thoughts. 

inwardly /'1n-ward-li/ adv [not gradable] © She 
inwardly hoped he would fail. 


iodide /‘a1-2,daid/ n [C] chemistry a chemical 
substance consisting of |ODINE combined with an- 
other element 


iodine /‘ar-a,dain, -ad-?n/ n [U] chemistry, bi- 
ology a chemical element found in small amounts 
in sea water, and used in medicine, PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, and as a DYE (= substance for changing some- 
thing’s color) to discover whether there is STARCH 
(= substance found in plants) in cells 


iON /‘at,an, -an/ n[C] physics, chemistry an atom 
that has a positive or negative electrical CHARGE as 
the result of adding or taking away an ELECTRON 
ionic /at'an-tk/ adj [not gradable] physics, chem- 
istry relating to or containing ions 
ionization /,at-a-na'zer-fan/ n [U] physics, 
chemistry the process by which anion is produced 


ionic bond n [C] chemistry a CHEMICAL BOND 
(= force that holds atoms together) in which two 
IONS are joined because one has a positive elec- 
trical CHARGE and the other a negative charge 


iota /art'ovut-2/ n[U] a very small amount © All this 
bragging does not detract one iota from the fact that 
Henryk is an extraordinary man. 


OU n [C] pilOUs, 1OU’s abbreviation for | owe you 
(= a written promise to pay back money owed) © 
Ill give you an IOU for the loan. 


IPA n[U] abbreviation for INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC 
ALPHABET. 


iPod /'ai-pad/ n [C] trademark an electronic device 

that fits in your hand and allows you to listen to 
music and view images that you get from the 
INTERNET 


ipso facto / 1p-sou 'feek-tou/ adv [not gradable] 
by that fact or act © If he is right, then anyone who 
disagrees with him is, ipso facto, wrong. 


1Q n [C] abbreviation for intelligence quotient (= a 
person’s level of intelligence measured by tests) © 
a high/low IQ © an IQ test 


IRA /‘a1-ra/ n [C] abbreviation for individual retire- 
ment account (= a special bank account in which 


you invest money to use when you are older and 
stop working) 


irascible /1'rzs-a-bal/ adj (of a person) easily 
made angry © a cranky, irascible artist 


irate /ai'reit/ adj very angry O We’ve been getting 
some trate calls from customers. 


ire /atr/ n[U] anger O The team drew the ire of local 
politicians when it moved to a new stadium outside 
the city. 


iridium /1'rid-i:-am/ n[(U] chemistry, earth SCi- 
ence a rare metal element that is silver in color 


iris FLOWER /‘ar-ras/ n [C] a tall plant with large, 
colorful, often yellow or purple flowers and long 
pointed leaves 


EYE /‘ar-ras/ n[C] the colored, circular part of an 
eye surrounding the black PUPIL (= central part) © 
When you say someone is blue-eyed, you are refer- 
ring to the color of their irises. 


irk /srk/ v [T] to annoy someone © Her comments 
really irked me. 


irOM METAL /‘at-arn/ n [U] a common, silver-col- 
ored, metal element that is magnetic and strong, 
is used in making steel, and is found in small 
amounts in blood and in all living things © /ron 
rusts easily. © Liver is a rich source of dietary iron. 
iron /‘at-arn/ adj [not gradable] 9° iron ore © an 
iron railing along the steps © (fig.) Her success de- 
pended on physical strength and an iron will (= 
strong determination). 


DEVICE /‘at-arn/ n[C] a device with a handle and 
a flat metal base that can be heated and pressed 
against cloth to make the cloth smooth 
iron /‘at-arn/ v[T] °/ have to iron this skirt (= make 
it smooth using an iron). Oo [M] Let me iron out the 
wrinkles in this tablecloth. 
ironing /‘at-ar-nin/ n [U] 9 | do the ironing once 
a week. 


PHRASAL VERB with iron 


eiron out something [M] to put something into a 
finished state by solving problems, removing dif- 
ferences, or taking care of details O They met to iron 
out the details of the contract. 


ironclad /‘a1-arn ,clad/ adjimpossible to change 
or weaken © The new contract provides employees 
with ironclad job security. 


ironing board n [C] a board covered with 
cloth, usually with folding legs, on which clothes 
and other items can be made smooth with an iron 


irony /‘ar-ra-ni, ‘ar-ar-ni/ n[C/U] 1 a type of usu- 
ally humorous expression in which you say the op- 
posite of what you intend © [U] He had a powerful 
sense of irony, and you could never be absolutely sure 
when he was serious. 2 Irony is also something that 
has a different or opposite result from what is ex- 
pected: [C] /t is one of the ironies of life that by the 
time you have earned enough money for the things 
you always wanted, you no longer have the energy 
to enjoy them. 3 literature \rony is a style of writ- 
ing in which there is a noticeable, often humorous, 
difference between what is said and the intended 
meaning. © Compare SARCASM 
ironic /at'ran-1k/, ironical /at'ran-1-kal/ adj O The 
play was full of witty, ironic banter. © [+ that clause] 
It’s really ironic that | would be asked to write about 
pets today because just yesterday our dog ran away. 
Ironically /ar'ran-1-kli/ adv in a way that is dif- 
ferent or opposite from the result you would ex- 
pect © Ironically, his ability as an inventor made him 


@ poor administrator, and he had one business failure 
after another. 
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irradiate /1'reid-i: ,e1t/ v [T] biology to use RA- 
DIATION (= a form of energy) to destroy some- 
thing, especially bacteria in food to keep it fresh 
irradiation /1,retd-i:'e1-fan/ n [U] 


irrational © /1'rzj-an-4l/ adj not based on 
reason or clear thinking; not reasonable © One of 
her main themes is the irrational nature of love. 


irrational number pn [C] algebra a number 
that cannot be expressed as the RATIO (= compar- 
ison of two numbers by division) of two whole 
numbers 


irrefutable /1r-1'fju:t-a-bal, 1'ref-jat-/ adj [not 
gradable] fm! that cannot be proved wrong © irre- 
futable proof 


irregardless /,r-1'gard-las/ adv not standard 
without attention to, or despite the conditions or 
situation; REGARDLESS © Irregardless of whether he 
gives me a raise, I'm quitting at the end of this week. 


irregular SHAPE /1'reg-ja-lar/ adj not regular in 
shape or form; having parts of different shapes or 
sizes © an irregular surface 
irregularly /1'reg-ja-lar-li/ adv © This irregularly 
shaped lake is 4 miles long. 

TIME/SPACE /1'reg:ja-lar/ adj not happening at 
regular times, or not having usual or regular spaces 
in between © There are irregular spaces between the 
words. © He showed up at irregular intervals. 
irregularly /1'reg-ja-lar-li/ adv © He failed the 
exam because he only attended class irregularly. 

RULE /1'reg:ja-lar/ adj 1 (of behavior or actions) not 
according to usual rules or what is expected 2 
grammar An irregular verb, noun, adjective, or 
other type of word does not obey the usual rules 
in the language for changing word endings. 
irregularly /1'reg-ja-lar-li/ advo A stationary ob- 
ject in the sky can appear to move irregularly. 


irrelevant © /1'rel-o-vant/ adj not related to 
what is being discussed or considered © These doc- 
uments are totally irrelevant to the investigation. 
irrelevance @ /1'rel-a-vans/, irrelevancy /1'rel- 
a-van:si/ n [C/U] © Many of these problems may 
simply fade into irrelevance when the new rules come 
into force. 


irreligious /,1r-1'l1d3-as/ adj not religious, or 
having no interest in religion 


irreparable /\'rep-a-ra-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
impossible to repair or make right again © irrepa- 
rable damage 
irreparably /1'rep-a-ra-bli/ adv [not gradable] 


irreplaceable /1r-1'plei-sa-bal/ adj [not grad- 
able] too special, unusual, or valuable to replace 
with something else, or of which no others like it 
exist O irreplaceable documents © No one on this 
team is irreplaceable, the new manager insisted. 


irrepressible /,1r-1'pres-a-bal/ adj full of en- 
ergy and enthusiasm; impossible to hold back © 
irrepressible high spirits 


irresistible /,1r-1'zis-ta-bal/ adj impossible to 
refuse, oppose, or avoid because too pleasant, at- 


tractive, or strong © an irresistible smile © | wasn’t 
going to have dessert, but the pie proved irresistible. 


irrespective /1r-1'spek-tiv/ adv [not gradable] 
without considering; not needing to allow for 0 
The rules apply to everyone, irrespective of how long 
they have been with the company. 


irresponsible /,1r-1'span-sa-bal/ adj not think- 
ing carefully enough or not caring about what 
might result from actions taken © [+ fo infinitive] 
It would have been irresponsible to let Claire drive 
home when she was so tired. 
irresponsibly /,1r-1'span-sa-bli/ adv 


irreverent /1'rev-a-rant/ adj lacking the ex- 
pected respect for official, important, or holy 
things © The television program takes an irreverent 
look at the medical profession. 
irreverence /1'rev-a-rans/ n [U] 


irreversible © /,1r-1'v3r-sa-bal/ adj [not grad- 
able] impossible to change or to return to a pre- 
vious Condition © Technology has had an irreversible 
impact on society. 


irrevocable /:'rev-a-ka-bal,_jir-1'vou-ka-/ adj 
[not gradable] (esp. of a decision) impossible to 
change © The court's ruling is irrevocable. 


irrigate /‘1r-a,geit/ v[T] to supply land with wa- 
ter so that crops and plants will grow or grow bet- 
ter © to irrigate farmland 
irrigation /,1r-a'ger-fan/ n [U] © an irrigation 
system 


irritate ANNOY /‘ir-a,teit/ v [T] to annoy or 
make angry © After a while the noise began to irritate 
him. 
irritable /‘1r-at-a-bal/ adj © The baby has really 
been irritable today. 
irritating /‘1r-a,teit-19/ adj © There was one irri- 
tating delay after another. 
irritation /,1r-a'ter-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] minor 
irritations 
MAKE SORE /‘Ir-a,tert/ v [T] to make something 
sore or painful, or to cause an uncomfortable 
physical reaction © At first my contact lenses irritated 
my eyes. 
irritant /'Ir-a-tant/ n [C] a cause of an uncom- 
fortable physical reaction © Especially in the spring, 
plant pollen is an irritant that makes the eyes and 
throat itchy and can cause breathing problems. 
irritation /,1r-a'ter-fan/ n [C/U] a sore or red- 
dened area on the skin or other part of the body 
© [C] a skin irritation 


IRS nr [U] abbreviation for Internal Revenue Service (= 
the part of the US Treasury Department that col- 
lects most taxes owed to the federal government, 
including income tax) 


is /1z, 9z/ VBE, used with he/she/it © She is a lawyer. 


Islam /1z'lam, '1z-lam/ n [U] a religion based on 
a belief in one God and the teaching of Muham- 
mad © Islam is the religion of the Muslims. 
Islamic /1z'lam-1k, -'lem-/ adj [not gradable] © 
Islamic art © an Islamic country 
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island 


MERI i ee 


island /‘a-land/ n[C] a piece of land completely 
surrounded by water © Manhattan is an island. 
USAGE = yt wens T= 
island 


Remember to use the preposition on before 
island. 
They grew up on an island in the Pacific. 


ISLAND 
isle /ail/ n [C] an ISLAND, esp. a small one 


isn’t /‘1z-ant/ contraction ofis not © He isn’t coming 
until tomorrow. 


isobar /‘a-sa,bar/ n [C] earth science a line 
drawn on a weather map joining all the places that 
have the same air pressure 


isolate © /‘a-saleit/ v [T] to separate some- 
thing from other things, or to keep something 
separate © They tried to isolate the cause of the prob- 
lem. © A high wall isolated the house from the rest 
of the neighborhood. 
isolated © /‘a1-salert-ad/ adj O Only a few iso- 
lated cases of measles have been reported. 
isolation © /,a1-sa'ler-Jan/ n (U] © The prisoner 
was kept in isolation for three days. 


isolationism © /,a1-sa'ler-Ja,niz-em/_n [U] 
politics & government the political principle or 
practice of showing interest only in your own 


country and not being involved in international 
activities 


isoline /,a1-salain/ n [C] earth science a line 
drawn on a map that connects things with the 
same value, such as temperature or height above 
the earth’s surface 


isomer /‘ar-sa-mar/ n [C] chemistry any one of 
a group of chemical substances which all have the 
same number and type of atoms but in which the 
arrangement of the atoms is slightly different be- 
tween each substance 
isomerism /at'sam-a,riz-am/ n [U] chemistry 
the existence of two or more chemical substances 
that are isomers 


isosceles triangle /at'sas-a,li:z ‘trar,zn 
gal/ n[C] geometry a triangle that has two sides 
of equal length and two equal angles > Picture: 
triangle 


isotherm /‘a-sa,63rm/ n [C] earth science a 
line on a weather map that connects areas with 
the same temperature 


isotope /‘a1-sa,toup/ n[C] physics, chemistry a 
form of an atom which has a different ATOMIC 
MASS from other forms of the same atom but the 
same chemical structure 


issue © SUBJECT /'IJ-u:, esp. Southern '1f-a/ n[C] 
a subject or problem that people are thinking and 
talking about © There continues to be a great deal 
of debate over the property tax issue. © Isn’t the need 
to hire more staff what's really at issue here (= the 
subject of the disagreement)? © | like my hair this 
way —! don’t see why you have to make an issue of 
it (= cause it to be a problem). 

SUPPLY /'IJ-u:, esp. Southern '1J-a/ v[T] to give, sup- 
ply, or produce something official O Reporters gath- 
ered on the White House lawn, hoping that the 
president would issue a statement. 
issue /'1J-u:, esp. Southern '1J-a/ n [C] a group or 
series, or one of a group or series, of things that 
are supplied, made available, or printed at the 
same time © A new issue of postage stamps was 
released to honor women in the military. © He picked 
up an old issue of Life magazine. 


isthmus /'1s-mas/ n[C] a narrow piece of land 
that has water on either side and joins two larger 
areas of land © the Isthmus of Panama 


land isthmus 


ISTHMUS 


it /1t, at/ pronoun 1 the thing or animal being spo- 
ken about, that has already been mentioned © | 
can't find the newspaper. Do you know where it is? 
© Someone is at the door. Find out who it is. 2 It is 
sometimes used to introduce a statement that 
does not involve a particular event or person: It’s 
supposed to rain tomorrow. 


italics /1'tel-iks, ai-/ pl na style of printing in 
which the letters lean to the right © This sentence 
is printed in italics. 
italic /t'tael-1k, a1-/ adj © italic type 
italicize /r'teel-a,saiz, at-/ v [T] © Sometimes 
words are italicized for emphasis. 


itch /it{/ v [I] to have an uncomfortable feeling 
on the skin that makes you want to rub it with 
something hard © My insect bites are itching. 


ee bat | a hot | ar bite | av house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | uv put | ur rude | a cut | a alone 


Su Ivy League 


itch /itf/ n[C usually sing] © | have an itch on the 
back of my neck. © [+ to infinitive] He has an itch (= 
desire) to travel. 

itchy /‘1tJ-i/ adj [-er/-est only] © an itchy sweater 


IDIOM with itch 


eitching to do something wanting to do some- 
thing very much © The kids are itching to go out 
and play. 


it'd /‘1t-ad, 1d/ contraction of it would or it had © 
It’d (= It would) be great if we could finish today. © 
It’d (= It had) been left in the yard all week. 


item © /‘ait-am/ 1 [C] 1 one thing that is a part 
of a list or a collection of things © There were several 
more items on the agenda. 2 An item is also a par- 
ticular thing considered as one among others of 
its type: a news item in this morning’s newspaper © 
basic food items such as butter 
itemize @ /‘art-9,maiz/ v [T] to list particular 
things separately © | always itemize deductions on 
my income tax. 


WORD FAMILY item 


Nouns item Verbs itemize 
itinerant /at'tin-9-rant/ adj (of a person) trav- 
eling from one place to another, usually to work 


for a short period © itinerant farm workers 

itinerary /ar'tin-a,rer-i/ n[C] a detailed plan or 
route of a trip © We planned our itinerary several 
weeks before the trip. 


it’EE /'1t-91/ contraction of it will © It‘ll be hard to find 
someone to help. 


its /rts, ats/ pronoun belonging to or connected 
with the thing or animal mentioned; the posses- 
sive form of it, used before a noun © The horse 


flicked its tail at the flies. 0 The movie has its flaws, 
but it is interesting nevertheless. 


it’s /1ts, ats/ contraction of it is or it has © It’s (= It 
is) my turn to do it. © It’s (= It has) been a long day 
and I’m tired. © See also: ITS 


itself /it'self, at-/ pronoun 1 the thing or animal 
being spoken about; the reflexive form of it © The 
cat licked itself all over. 2 Itself can also used for 
emphasis: The company itself is 15 years old, but 
the mail order business is new. © That in itself (= 
without considering anything else) was quite an 
achievement. 


IUPAC / a1 ju: pi: ,er'si:/ n [U] chemistry abbrevi- 
ation for International Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry (= an international organization whose 
purpose is to advance chemistry). 


I’ve /atv/ contraction of | have 0 I’ve decided not 
to go. 


ivory /‘a1-va-ri, ‘aiv-ri/ n[U] 1 the hard white sub- 
stance of the TUSKS (= long teeth growing outside 
the mouth) of some animals, such as ELEPHANTS © 
an ivory statue 2 \vory is also a yellow-white color. 


ivory tower / arv-ri: 'tav-ar/ n [C] an imaginary 
place where you are protected from unpleasant 
facts and have little practical knowledge of the real 
world © They all live in their ivory towers and have 
no idea what it takes to win a football conference 
title. 
ivory-tower /,arv-ri: tav-ar/ adj [not gradable] 
O They were essentially realists, not ivory-tower 
dreamers. 


ivy /‘ar-vi/ n [C/U] an evergreen plant that often 
grows along the surface of trees or buildings 


Ivy League n [U] a group of colleges and uni- 
versities in the US that have a good reputation © 
Yale and Harvard are Ivy League schools. 
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J LETTER, j /d3e1/ n[C] plJ’s, Js, j’s, js the tenth letter 
of the English alphabet 

MEASUREMENT /dze1/ n [C] science abbreviation for 
JOULE 


jab /d3zeb/ v [I/T] -bb- 1 to push at something 
hard and quickly with a finger or a thin, pointed 
object © [T] | jabbed my finger on the needle. © [I] 
He jabbed at his food with his fork. 2 To jab is also 
to hit someone hard and quickly with a tightly 
closed hand. 
jab /d3zeb/ n [C] © He gave his opponent a quick 
jab in the ribs. 


jabber /‘dzb-ar/ v[I] to speak or say something 
quickly in a way that is difficult to understand © 
Jay was jabbering on about this and that. 


jack DEVICE /d3zek/ n [C] a device used to raise 
and hold something heavy off the ground, esp. 
one for raising a vehicle so that a tire can be 
changed 

CARD /d3eek/ n[C] a playing card that has a picture 
of aman on it and has a lower value than the cards 
showing a king or queen © the jack of diamonds 

ELECTRICITY /d3eek/ n[C] a hole into which a wire 
connected to a piece of electrical equipment can 
be plugged so that the equipment can operate © 
a microphone jack 


PHRASAL VERBS with jack 


ejack up something RAISE [M] to raise something 
heavy off the ground © | had the car jacked up on 
blocks. 

ejack up something INCREASE [M] to increase a 
price © Ad rates will be jacked up to $3600 a month. 


jackal /'dgeek-al/ n[C] any of several types of wild 
dog of Asia and Africa that hunt and travel in 
groups 

jackass PERSON /'d3zek-zs/ n[C] infmia silly, stu- 
pid person © Why is Russ behaving like such a 
jackass? 

ANIMAL /'d3zek-zes/ n [C] a male DONKEY 


jacket CLOTHING /‘dgak-at/ n [C] a short coat 
© a leather/denim jacket © a suit/sports jacket 


COVERING /'d3zek:at/ n[C] an outer cover that pro- 
tects something © the book jacket 


jackhammer /'d3ek ,heem-ar/ n [C] a power- 
ful tool, held in the hands and operated by air 
pressure, that is used for breaking hard surfaces 
such as rock and roads 


jack-in-the-box /'d3zek-1n-da,baks/ n [C] a 
toy consisting of a box from which a model of a 
person suddenly appears when the top of the box 
is raised 


jackknife KNIFE /‘d3zk-naif/ n[C] a knife with 
one or more blades that fold into the handle, 
which fits into a person’s pocket 

MAKE AN ANGLE /'d3eek-naif/ v [I] to bend in half, 
or bend so the parts make a sharp angle © A truck 
jackknifed on Route 80 this morning. 


z bat | a hot | ai bite 


jack-of-all-trades /,d3zek-a-vo:1 'trerdz/ n[U] 
someone who can do many different jobs © An 
artist with the right technology can become a jack- 
of-all-trades. 


jack-o’-lantern /‘d3ek-a,lznt-arn/ n [C] a 
PUMPKIN with its seeds removed and cut with 
holes shaped like eyes, a nose, and a mouth, and 
lit with a candle inside, which is made at 
HALLOWEEN 


jackpot /'dzzk-pat/ n [C] the largest prize of- 
fered in a competition, or a prize that is added to 
until it is won © | dreamt that | won/hit the jackpot. 


jackrabbit /'‘d3zek ,reeb-at/ n[C] a type of large 
HARE (= animal like a rabbit) of North America, 
with long ears and long back legs 


jacks /d3zks/ n [U] a children’s game in which 
the player bounces a small ball into the air and tries 
to pick up a number of small metal or plastic ob- 
jects with the same hand before catching the ball 
again 


Jacuzzi /d3a'ku:-zi/ n[C] trademark a bath or pool 
into which warm water flows through small holes, 
producing a pleasant, bubbling effect 


jade /dgeid/ adj, n [U] a precious, usually green 
stone from which jewelry is made, or a blue-green 
or yellow-green color 


jaded /'‘dgetd-ad/ adj [not gradable] lacking in- 
terest or desire because of experiencing too much 
of something © Business travel is exciting at first, but 
you soon become jaded. 


jagged /'d3zg-ed/ adj [not gradable] rough and 
uneven, with sharp points © a jagged piece of glass 
© a jagged edge 


jaguar /'d3eg-war, -ja,war/ n [C] a large, wild 
cat of Central and South America with black spots 


jail /d3el/ n[C/U] a place where criminals are kept 
as a punishment for their crimes or while waiting 
for trial © [C] County jails are already overcrowded. 
© [U] He was sentenced to six months in jail. 
jail /dgeil/ v [T] © He was jailed for three years. 
jailer /‘d3et-lar/ n [C] a person in charge of a jail 
or of the prisoners there 


jalopy /d3a'lap-i/ n [C] infml, humorous an old car 
in bad condition 


jam PUSH /d3zm/ v [T always + adv/prep] -mm- 
to push something hard with sudden effort © [M] 
She jammed on the brakes when the light turned red. 

PACK /d3zm/ v [T always + adv/prep] -mm- to 
pack tightly into a small space o He jammed the 
boxes into the trunk of the car. 
jammed /d3amd/, jam-packed /'d3zem 'paekt/ 
adj © The room was jammed. © a jam-packed 
meeting 


BECOME STUCK /d3em/ v [I/T] -mm- to become 
stuck and unable to move, or to be stuck in some- 


| av house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | acut | a alone 


513 jealous 


thing © [I] My key jammed in the lock. © [T] Paper 
was jamming the printer. 

jammed /d3amd/ adj [not gradable] © This 
drawer is jammed. 

SITUATION /d3zm/ n [C] infm/a difficult situation o 
She expects her parents to bail her out whenever she 
gets in a jam. 

MUSIC /d3zm/ v [I] -mm- to play popular music 
informally with other people, without planning it 
or practicing together © He once jammed with 
Charlie Parker. 

FOOD /d3em/ n [U] a soft, sweet food made by 
cooking fruit with sugar © strawberry/raspberry jam 
on toast 


jamboree /,d3em-ba'ri:/ n [C] a large social 
gathering © a country music jamboree © a Boy Scout 
jamboree 


Jane Doe /'dzein'dou/ n [C] female JOHN DOE. 


jangle /'d3zn-gal/ v [I/T] to make a noise like 
metal hitting metal © [I] The phone jangled 
insistently. 


janitor /'d3zen-at-ar/ n [C] a person whose job 
is to clean and take care of a building 


January /‘d3een-ja ,wer-i/, abbreviation Jan. n [C/ 
U] the first month of the year, after December and 
before February 


jar CONTAINER /d3ar/ n[C] a cylindrical container, 
usually made of glass, with a wide top opening, 
and used esp. for storing food, or the amount held 
by such a container © a jar of pickles/mayonnaise © 
He poured half the jar into his cup. 

SHAKE /dzar/ v [T] -rr- 1 to give a sudden shake to 
someone or something © He kind of jars people 
when he tackles them. 2 If a noise jars you, it shocks 
you: The train’s rumbling jarred them out of their 
sleep. 

CAUSE ACTION /d3ar/ v [I/T] to cause action or ac- 
tivity, or to have an effect o [T] He was jarred into 
political action by events on the national scene. 


jargon /'dzar-gan/ n [U] words and phrases used 
by particular groups of people, esp. in their work, 
that are not generally understood © technical jar- 
gon ° legal/computer jargon 


jarring /‘dzor-1n/ adj different from surrounding 
or usual things, or disagreeing with others, and 
therefore surprising or upsetting © a jarring succes- 
sion of images © The band took a new, if jarring, 
approach to this music. 


jaundice /'d30:n-das, 'dzan-/ n [U] a disease of 
the blood that causes the skin and the white part 
of the eyes to turn yellow 
jaundiced /'d3o:n-dast, 'dzan-/ adj 


jaundiced /‘d3o:n-dast, 'dzan-/ adj [not grad- 
able] showing negative feelings or ideas © He has 
a jaundiced view of middle-class life. 


jaunt /d3o:nt, dgant/ n[C]a short trip for pleasure 
O a weekend jaunt 


jaunty /‘d3o:nt-i, ‘dzant-i/ adj [-er/-est only] 
happy and confident 
jauntily /‘dgo:nt-4l-i, 'dgant-/ advo He scampered 
jauntily down the Stairs. 


Java /'dzav-a/ n [U] trademark a computer pro- 
gramming language used for writing programs for 
the INTERNET 


javelin /‘d3zv-a-lan/ n [C/U] a long, pointed 
stick that is thrown in sports competitions, or the 
sport in which this stick is thrown 


jaw /d3>:/ n[C] either of the two bony parts bor- 
dering the mouth that hold your teeth in place © 
the upper/lower jaw 
jaws /d39:2/ pln the mouth, including the teeth 
© The lion opened its jaws and roared. 


IDIOM with jaw 


¢ someone's jaw drops someone is very surprised © 


, When | saw him make that amazing shot, my jaw 


dropped. 


jawbone /'d39:-boun/ n [C] either of the two 
bones that form the lower part of the mouth and 
face 


jaywalk /'dger-wo:k/ v [I] to walk across a street 
at a place where you are not allowed to cross 
jaywalking /'‘d3er ,wo:-kin/ n [U] © You got tick- 
eted for jaywalking? 


jazz /d32ez/ n (U] a type of music of African-Amer- 
ican origin with a strong rhythm in which the play- 
ers IMPROVISE (= invent music that has not been 
written) 
jazzy /'d3zez-i/ adj [-er/-est only] © There's a jazzy 
quality to her voice. 


PHRASAL VERB with jazz 


¢jaZZ up something [M] infmi to make something 
more interesting or exciting © He jazzed up the food 
with a spicy sauce. 


jazzy /'d3ez-i/ adj [-er/-est only] infml exciting or 
showy © a jazzy tie/dress 


jealous WANTING QUALITIES /'d3el-as/ adj un- 
happy and slightly angry because you wish you 
had someone else’s qualities, advantages, or suc- 
cess O Ron was jealous of his colleague's promotion. 
jealousy /'d3el-a-si/ n [C/U] © [C] petty jealousies 
0 [U] Jealousy over a colleague's success is considered 
unprofessional. 


WORD CHOICES jealous 


Envious is a common alternative to “jealous.” 
She was very envious of her brother’s success. 
You could also use the phrase be green with 

envy. 
You'll be green with envy when you meet her 
new boyfriend. 
Someone who is possessive is jealous because 
that person does not want to share someone’s 
love and attention with anyone else. 
a possessive boyfriend 


d3 jump | j yes | little | 9m hm | ®n cotton | n sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | this | tf choose | 3 measure 


5 


1 


4 


eans 


FEARFUL ABOUT LOVE /'d3el-as/ adj fearing that 
someone you love loves someone else or is loved 
by someone else 
jealousy /‘d3el-a-si/ n [C/U] © [U] Grace felt the 
first pangs of jealousy when she saw them dancing. 

CAREFUL TO PROTECT /'d3el-as/ adj very careful to 
protect someone or something © Her parents kept 
a jealous watch over her. 
jealously /‘d3el-a-sli/ adv © He jealously guarded 
his privacy. 


jeans /d3i:nz/ pi n pants made of DENIM (= 
strong, cotton cloth) © | don’t usually wear blue 
jeans to work. 


Jeep /d3i:p/ n [C] trademark a strongly built, four- 
wheeled motor vehicle designed for travel over 
rough ground 


jeer /d3ir/ v[I/T] to laugh or shout insults at some- 
one; to ridicule © [I] Striking workers jeered at those 
who crossed the picket line. 
jeer /d3ir/ n[C] © We were surprised to hear jeers 
from our own fans. 


jeez /d3):z/ exclamation slang used to express sur- 
prise, anger, or annoyance © Jeez, what took you so 
long? 


Jehovah's Witness /d39,hou-vaz'wit-nas/n 
[C] a member of a Christian religious group who 
gives away religious literature at people’s homes 
and on the street to try to persuade people to join 
the group 


jell /dgel/, gel v [I] (of a substance) to change from 
a liquid to a partly solid state, or (of ideas or plans) 
to become more clear and certain © Refrigerate the 
mixture till it jells. © I'll let you know as soon as our 
plans jell. 


Jell-O, jetto /‘dgel-ou/ n [U] trademark a soft, col- 
ored, sweet food made from GELATIN, sugar, and 
fruit flavoring 


jelly /‘dgel-i/ n [U] 1 a soft, sweet, slightly solid 
food made by boiling fruit juice with sugar o 
grape/apple jelly © a peanut butter and jelly sand- 
wich 2 Jelly is also a substance that is almost solid: 
petroleum jelly 


jellybean /‘dsel-i: bi:n/ n [C] a small, brightly 
colored, bean-shaped candy that is soft in the mid- 
dle and covered with hard sugar 


jellyfish /‘dsel-i: fis/ n [C] pijellyfish a sea ani- 
mal with a soft, round, almost transparent body 
with TENTACLES that can sting 


jeopardize /'dzep- ar daiz/ v[T] to cause some- 
thing to be harmed or damaged, or to put some- 
thing in danger © She knew that failing her exams 
could jeopardize her whole future. 
jeopardy /‘d3ep-ard-i/ n [U] Something in jeop- 
ardy is in danger of being damaged or destroyed: 
Bad investments have put the company’s future in 
jeopardy. 


jerk MOVE /d33rk/ v [always + adv/prep] to make 
a short, sudden movement, or to cause someone 


or something to move in this way © [T] She jerked 
the phone out of his hands. © [I] The bus jerked to a 
halt. 

jerk /d3ark/ n [C] © He gave the dog’s leash a jerk. 
jerky /'d33r-ki/ adj © jerky movements 
PERSON /d33rk/ n[C] slang a foolish, annoying per- 
son O What a jerk — he parked in my spot! 


PHRASAL VERB with jerk 


ejerk someone around [M] infm/ to intentionally 
cause difficulty for someone © | don’t think she re- 
ally likes Colten — she’s just jerking him around. 


jerky /'d33r-ki/ n [U] strips of dried, salty meat © 
beef jerky 


jersey /'d33r-zi/ n (C] 1 a shirt, esp. one that is 
part of a uniform © | have to wash my daughter's 
softball jersey. 2 Jersey is also a type of soft, KNITTED 
cloth: She was dressed in a jersey top and jeans. 


jest /dzest/ n [C] 1 a joke 2 If you say something 
in jest, you are not serious about it: His remarks 
about the Beatles were in jest. 
jester /'dzes-tar/ n [C] (in earlier times) a man 
whose job was to tell jokes and make people laugh 
© a court jester 


Jesuit /'d3e3-a-wat, 'dzez-/ n [C] a Roman Cath- 
olic priest who is a member of the Society of Jesus 
(= a religious group begun in 1540) 


Jesus (Christ) /'d3i:-zas (‘kratst), -z9z/, Christ 
n[U] the Jewish religious teacher believed by those 
who follow him to be the son of God, whose 
teachings and life Christianity developed from 


jet CONTINUOUS FLOW /dzet/ n[C] a strong, nar- 
row, continuous flow, esp. of water or gas, that is 
forced out of a small hole © The whale blew a jet of 
water into the air. 

AIRCRAFT /dzet/ n [C] a fast aircraft with a JET EN- 
GINE © He owns a private jet. 
jet /dzet/ v [I always + adv/prep] -tt- to travel in 
a jet aircraft O I’m jetting off to LA next week. 
STONE /dzet/ n [U] a hard, black, shiny stone that 
is used to make jewelry 


jet-black adj (not gradable] pure black in color 
O jet-black hair 


jet engine n [C] an engine that moves an air- 
craft forward by sending hot air and gases under 
pressure out behind it 


jet lag n [U] the feeling of being tired that you 
experience after a long flight to a place where the 
time is different from the place that you left 


jet-propelled adj powered by a JET ENGINE, 
and so able to move very fast 


jettison /‘dset-a-san, -zan/ v [T] to throw away 
or get rid of something that is not wanted or 
needed © Some of her material will probably be jet- 
tisoned for the TV show. © The bombs were jettisoned 
over the English Channel. 


jetty /‘d3et-i/ n [C] a structure built out from the 
land into the water as a landing place for boats or 
as protection from waves 
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job 


Jew /d3u:/ n[C] a person whose religion is Juda- 
ism, or a person related by birth to the ancient 
people of Israel 
Jewish /'d3u:-1f/ adj [not gradable] of or related 
to Jews 


jewel /‘d3u:-al/ n [C] a precious stone, such as a 
DIAMOND or RUBY, or a decorative object with 
such a stone or several stones in it © a jewel 
necklace 
jeweler /‘d3u:-a-lar, ‘d3u:-lar/ n [C] a person 
who sells and sometimes repairs jewelry and 
watches 
jewelry /‘d3ur-al-ri, ‘d3u:l-ri/, jewels n [U] dec- 
orative objects worn on clothes or on the body, 
such as rings and NECKLACES, often made from 
valuable metals and containing precious stones © 
costume jewelry 


jibe INSULT /dzaib/ n, v GIBE 

AGREE /dzarb/ v [I] to agree with something else © 
Her story just doesn't jibe with what the other wit- 
nesses Say. 


jiffy /‘dzif-i/ n [UJ infmi a very short time © I’m on 
the phone, but I'll be with you in a jiffy. 


jig /d319/ n [C] an energetic, traditional dance of 
Great Britain and Ireland, or the music that is 
played for such a dance 


jiggle /'d3ig:al/ v [I/T] to move something or 
cause something to move from side to side or up 
and down with quick short movements © [T] /f the 
toilet won't stop flushing, jiggle the handle. 


jigsaw puzzle /'d31g,s2: ,paz-al/ n[C] agame 
consisting of a lot of differently shaped pieces of 
cardboard or wood that you try to fit together in 
order to show the complete picture that the pieces 
make when they are all used © We spent the evening 
working on the jigsaw puzzle of the Monet painting. 


jihad /d31'had/ n [C/U] an often violent effort by 
some MUSLIM people to defend their religion 
against those who they believe want to destroy it 


jilt /dzilt/ v[T] to end a romantic relationship with 
someone suddenly © He jilted her for another 
woman. 


Jim Crow /'d31m'krou/ n [U] the US laws and 
customs that kept black people apart from white 
people and prevented them from having the op- 
portunities available to white people from the 
1800s to the 1960s 


jingle RING /'d319-gal/ v[I/T] to make a repeated 
gentle ringing sound, or to cause an object to 
make a ringing sound © [T] He jingled the coins in 
his pocket. 
jingle /'d3rn-gal/ n [U] © the jingle of bells 

TUNE /'d3in gal/ n[C] a short, simple tune, often 
with words, that is easy to remember and is used 
to advertise a product on radio or television 


jimx /d319ks/ v [T] to cause a person or group to 
experience bad luck 0 | didn't want to say anything 
to him — | was afraid | might jinx him. 


jinx /d3igks/ n [C usually sing] a person or thing 
that brings bad luck, or a period of bad luck © 
There must be a jinx on our team — four of our best 
players were injured yesterday. 


jitney /‘dzit-ni/ n [C] a small bus that follows a 
regular route 


jitters /‘dzit-arz/ pi na feeling of being nervous 
that you experience before something important 
happens © | always get the jitters the morning before 
an exam. 
jittery /‘d3rt-a-ri/ adj © Gwen always felt jittery 
when she got up on stage. 


jive /d3arv/ n [UJ] slang dishonest talk intended to 
deceive O Don’t give me this jive. 


job © EMPLOYMENT /d3ab/ n [C] 1 the regular 
work that a person does to earn money © a full- 
time/part-time/permanent/temporary job © to get/ 
quit a job O The new supermarket will create 50 new 
jobs in the area. O She’s applied for a job with an 
insurance company. © How long have you been out 
of a job (= unemployed)? 2 If you do something 
on the job, you do it while at work: He keeps falling 
asleep on the job. © The company provides on-the- 
job training (= training while you work). 
jobless /'dzab-las/ adj [not gradable] without a 
job © He’s been jobless for more than six months. 
>» Confusables: work or job? at WORK DO A JOB 


WORD CHOICES job 


A more formal alternative is the noun 
occupation. 

Please fill in your name, age, and occupation. 
The nouns post and position are often used to 
talk about a = particular job within an 
organization. 

She’s applied for a part-time teaching 

position. 
The noun career is sometimes used to describe 
a job that a person does for a long period in 
their life. 

She’s had a very successful career in 

marketing. 
An internship is a job that someone does for a 
short time in order to learn more about a par- 
ticular kind of work. 

She's got a year’s internship before she can 

get her license to practice medicine. 


PIECE OF WORK /d3ab/ n[C] 1 a particular piece of 
work © | should have this job done by lunchtime. © 
A microwave oven makes the job of preparing meals 
a lot easier. 2 infml A job can be work done on or 
to something to improve or repair it: a paint job 3 
If you do a good/bad job, you do a piece of work 
of that quality: Jamie did a wonderful job on that 
sales presentation. 

DUTY /d3zab/ n [C] a responsibility or duty © [+ to 
infinitive] | know it’s not my job to tell you how to 
run your life, but | do think you’ve made a mistake. 


CRIME /dzab/ n [C] slang a crime in which money 
or goods are stolen © a bank job © an inside job (= 
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re 


a crime committed by someone who works for the 
company it was committed against) 


jock /d3ak/ n[C] infmia person, esp. a young man, 
who is extremely enthusiastic about and good at 
sports © Everyone on campus thought | was just an- 
other dumb jock. 


jockey HORSE RIDER /'dzak-i/ n [C] a person 
whose job is riding horses in races 

GET ADVANTAGE /'dgak-i/ v [I always + adv/prep] 
to attempt to obtain power or get into a more 
advantageous position than other people by using 
any methods you can © TV news cameramen jock- 
eyed for position near the podium. 


jockstrap /‘dgak-strzep/ n [C] a tight piece of 
clothing worn by men under their pants or shorts 
to support and protect their sex organs, esp. while 


playing sports 


jocular /'d3ak-ja-ler/ adj amusing or intended to 
cause amusement © a jocular mood 


jOg /d3ag, d32:g/ v [I] -gg- to run at a slow regular 
speed, esp. as a form of exercise © Bill jogs for 30 
minutes every morning before breakfast. 

jog /d3ag, d32:g/ n[U] © | think I'll go out for a jog. 
jogger /‘d3ag-ar, 'd32:-gar/ n[C] O The park was 
full of joggers, bicyclists, and skaters. 

jogging /'d3ag-in, 'd32:-gin/ n [U] © The presi- 
dent goes jogging several times a week. 

IDIOM with jog 


°jOog your memory to cause you to remember 
something © Seeing her again jogged my memory, 
and | recalled my life as a child on a farm in 
Minnesota. 


john /‘dgan/ n [C] infm/a toilet or bathroom 


John Doe /'dgan'dou/, female Jane Doe /'dzein 
'dou/ n [U] law 1 a name used in a law court for a 
person whose real name is not known 2 John Doe 
is also an average or typical man, and Jane Doe is 
an average or typical woman. 


johnny-come-lately /,dgan-i: kam 'leit-li/ n 
[C] disapproving a person who starts a job or activity 
later than other people and sometimes uses the 
experience and knowledge of these people to ob- 
tain an advantage over them © Riley, whose father 
founded the industry, calls her competitors johnny- 
come-latelies. 


jOin DO WITH /d3>1n/ v [I/T] to do something 
with or be with someone or something © [T] Why 
don’t you ask your sister if she would like to join us 
for dinner? © [T] I’m sure everyone will join me in 
wishing you a very happy birthday. © [I] Won’t you 
join with us in planning the party? 

BECOME A MEMBER /d321n/ v [I/T] to become a 
member of an organization © [T] Ive decided to join 
a gym. © [I] It’s a great club — why don’t you join? 

FASTEN /d321n/ v[I/T] 1 to cause something to be 
attached or fastened to another thing, or to bring 
two or more things together in this way; connect 


© [T] A long suspension bridge joins the island with 
the mainland. 2 \f roads or rivers join, they meet at 
a particular point: [I] The Missouri River and Missis- 
sippi River join north of St. Louis. 3 \f two or more 
people join hands, they hold each other’s hands, 
esp. before doing some activity: This folk dance be- 
gins with everyone joining hands to form a circle. 


IDIOM with join 


ejoin the club infm!| am in the same bad situation 
as you are O “I’ve got no money till payday.” “Join 
the club!” 


PHRASAL VERBS with join 


ejoin in (something) to become involved with oth- 
ers in doing something © Everyone can join in when 
I sing the National Anthem. 

ejoin up to become a member of the military or 
another group © Levi was not the first member of 
his family to join up — his sister was already in the 
Navy. © Save the Seagulls is looking for volunteers to 
join up. 


joint SHARED /d3>Int/ adj [not gradable] 1 be- 
longing to or shared between two or more people 
© Do you and your husband have a joint bank ac- 
count or separate accounts? © In court, the parents 
were awarded joint custody of their son (= the right 
to care for him was shared between them). 2 A 
joint venture is a business that gets its money from 
two or more partners. 
jointly /‘d3sint-li/ adv [not gradable] © Construc- 
tion of the new high school will be jointly funded by 
the city and the state. 


BODY PART /d32int/ n [C] a place in the body 
where two bones meet © Good running shoes are 
supposed to reduce the stress on the ankle, knee, and 
hip joints. 

CONNECTION /d32int/ n [C] a place where two 
things are joined together © Metal joints in the 
bridge allow it to expand or contract with changes 
in air temperature. 

PLACE /d32int/ n [C] slang 1 a cheap restaurant © a 
hamburger joint 2 A joint is also a place where peo- 
ple go for some type of entertainment: a jazz joint 


Joint Chiefs of Staff, short form Joint Chiefs 
n[U] the leaders of the armed forces of the United 
States, who form an official group of six members 


to give advice to the president about military 
matters 


joke AMUSING /d30uk/ n [C] something, such as 
an amusing story or trick, that is said or done in 
order to make people laugh © He told a joke about 
a farmer and a lawyer that made Nicholas burst into 
laughter. 
joke /d3ouk/ v to say things in an amusing or 
playful manner © [I] He joked about how | was al- 
ways cleaning. © [+ that clause] They’ve always 
joked that the place is so wet, the bullfrogs have to 
sit on the fences. 


RIDICULOUS /d30uk/ n [U] infm! something consid- 
ered to be so bad or worthless that it is ridiculous 
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KNEE JOINT 


© The playing conditions on the muddy field were a 
joke. © The midterm exam was a joke (= too easy). 
joker /'d3ou-kar/ n [C] an annoying person © We 
had to wait for an hour because some joker lost the 
key. 


WORD FAMILY joke 


Nouns joke Verbs 


joker 


joke 


joker /‘d3ou-kar/ n [C] (in some card games) a 
special playing card that can be given any value 
and used instead of any other card 


jolly /‘d3al-i/ adj happy and pleasant © That clown 
looks pretty jolly. 


jolt /dzoult/ v [T] to cause something or someone 
to move suddenly and violently, or to surprise 
someone in an unpleasant way © | was jolted out 
of bed by the earthquake. © He was jolted by the 
sight of bodies lying in the lobby. 
jolt /dzoult/ n [C] a sudden, violent movement or 
force, or a large and unpleasant surprise © jolts of 
electricity O She bumped into him, and the jolt sent 
his books to the ground. © Jack realized with a jolt of 
fear that he was helpless. 


jostle /‘dzas-al/ v [I/T] to push against someone 
in order to move past that person or get more 
space when you are in a crowd of people © [T] 
Someone jostled her from behind. 


jot /dzat/ v [T] -tt- to write something quickly in a 
short note © [M] The guard jotted down the van’s 
license plate number. 


joule /dzu:l/, abbreviation | n [C] science a unit for 
measuring ENERGY (= power) or work done 


journal © MAGAZINE /'d33rn-@l/ n [C] a mag- 
azine or newspaper, esp. one that deals with a par- 
ticular subject © a scientific journal O The Wall Street 
Journal 

RECORD /'d33rn-°l/ n [C] writing a record of what 
you have done, or of descriptions or thoughts, 


cartilage 


SHOULDER JOINT 


written each day or frequently over a long period; 
a DIARY © He kept a journal for over 50 years. 


WORD FAMILY journal 


Nouns journal 
journalism 
journalist 


Adjectives journalistic 


journalism /'d33rn-4l 1z-am/_n [U] the work of 
collecting, writing, and publishing or broadcasting 
news stories and articles © broadcast journalism © 
print journalism 
journalist /'d33rn-4l-ast/ n[C] someone who col- 
lects and writes news stories and articles for news- 
papers, magazines, radio, and television © a 
freelance journalist © a TV journalist © a Mexican 
journalist 
journalistic /,d3arn-4l'1s-tik/ adj [not gradable] 
© Normal journalistic standards don’t allow for this 
kind of abuse. 


journey /'d33r-ni/ n (C] a trip, esp. over a long 
period or a great distance © He was planning a six- 
week journey to China. 
journey /'d33r-ni/ v [I always + adv/prep] © As we 
journeyed north, the weather improved. » Usage: 
travel, journey, or trip? at TRAVEL 


jovial /'d30u-vi:-al/ adj showing or feeling good 
humor; friendly © a jovial smile 


jowls /dzaulz/ p/n loose skin and flesh that hangs 
below the JAW (= the lower part of the face) 


joy /d321/ n [C/U] 1 great happiness or pleasure © 
[U] My heart was full of pure joy. 2 A joy is a person 
or thing that causes happiness: [C] His daughters 
were the joys of his life. © [C] She’s a joy to work 
with. 
joyful /'d321-fal/ adj having or causing great hap- 
piness © joyful news 
joyless /'d321-las/ adj being without happiness or 
pleasure © a joyless marriage 
joyous /'d391-as/ adj full of joy © a joyous occasion 
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joyously /'d321-a-sli/ adv 
joyfully /‘d3a1-fa-li/ adv 


joyride /'d3o1-raid/ n[C] an act of driving around 
for enjoyment in a car, esp. one that was taken 
without permission and is driven in a dangerous 
manner 


joystick /'d3o1-stik/ n [C] a vertical handle that 
is moved to control the direction or height of an 
aircraft or to control the action in some computer 
games 


Jr. /'d3u:n-jar/ adj abbreviation for junior (= used at 
the end of a man’s name to show that he is the 
son of a man with the same name) © Martin Luther 
King, Jr. © See also: JUNIOR 


jubilant /‘d3u:-ba-lant/ adj feeling or showing 
great happiness, esp. because of a success © Jubi- 
lant crowds shouted, “It’s liberation day!” 
jubilation /,d3u:-ba'ler-fan/ n [U] a feeling of 
great happiness 


Judaism /'d3u:d-a,1z-am, -i: ,1z-/ n[U] a religion 
based on a belief in a single God and on the TAL- 
MUD (= a collection of writings explaining Jewish 
law and customs) and parts of the Bible © Related 
adjective: JEWISH at JEW 


judge LAW /d3nd3/ 1n [C] a person who is in 
charge of a court of law © The judge dismissed the 
charge after a preliminary hearing. 

judgment, judgement /'d3ad3-mant/ n [C/U] a 
decision in a court of law 

DECIDE /d3nd3/ v[I/T] 1 to have or give an opinion, 
or to decide about something or someone, esp. 
after thinking carefully © [I] He seems to be handling 
the job well, but it’s really too soon to judge. © [+ 
question word] It’s hard to judge how old he is. © 
[T] !’m hopeless at judging distances (= guessing 
how far it is between places). © [T] What gives you 
the right to judge people (= decide how good or 
bad they are)? 2 To judge a competition is to de- 
cide officially who has won. 3 Judging by/from or 
to judge by/from refers to the reasons you have 
for thinking something: Judging by their home, they 
seem to be quite wealthy. 

judge /d3ad3/ n [C] 1 a person who is qualified 
to form or give an opinion about something © a 
good judge of character 2 A judge is also a person 
who officially decides who has won a competition. 
judgment, judgement /'d3ad3-mant/ n [C/U] 1 
the ability to make decisions or to make good de- 
cisions, or the act of developing an opinion, esp. 
after careful thought © [U] to show good/poor judg- 
ment © [U] They questioned his judgment in buying 
land he had never seen. 2 A judgment is a decision: 
[C] We were asked to make a number of difficult 
judgments. 

judgmental /d3ad3'ment-9l/ adj tending to 
form opinions too quickly, esp. when disapproving 
of someone or something © I’m trying not to be 
judgmental about my daughter's new boyfriend. 


WORD FAMILY judge 


Nouns judge 
judgment 


Adjectives judgmental 


5 


Verbs 


judge 


18 


judgment call n[C] a decision that you make 
based only personal experience and feelings be- 
cause there is no correct or easy answer 


Judgment Day n [U] (in some religions) the 
time when the world ends and people are judged 
by God for the way they lived 


judicial /d3u'dif-al/ adj [not gradable] relating 
to or done by courts or judges or the part of a 
government responsible for the legal system © the 
judicial branch of government 


judiciary /d3o'dif-i:,er-i, -'dif-a-ri/ n [U] the 
part of a country’s government that is responsible 
for its legal system and that consists of all the 
judges in its courts of law 


judicious /d3u'dif-as/ adv having or showing 
good judgment in making decisions © The law al- 
lows for the judicious use of force in some situations. 
judiciously /d3u'dif-a-sli/ adv © Spend your 
money a little more judiciously. 


judo /'d3u:d-0u/ n[U] a sport in which two peo- 
ple fight with their arms and legs, using skill more 
than strength, in trying to throw each other to the 
ground 


jug /d3ag/ n[C] a large container for liquids that 
usually has a handle and a narrow opening at the 
top 


juggle /'d3ng-al/ v [I/T] to throw several objects 
into the air, catch them, and keep them moving 
so that at least one is always in the air © [T] (fig.) 
Many women find it hard to juggle a family and a 
career (= to arrange their lives so that they have 
time for both). 
juggler /‘d3ag-lar/ n (C] 


jugular (vein) /'d3a9-ja-lar (,vein)/ n [C] any 
of several large VEINS (= tubes that carry blood to 
the heart) in the neck 


juice LIQUID /dzu:s/ n [C/U] the liquid that 
comes from fruits and vegetables © [U] orange/to- 
mato juice © [C] fruit juices 
juices /'d3u:-saz/ pln infm! liquid in meat or in a 
person’s body © the digestive juices 
juicy /'dzu:-si/ adj 1 full of juice or juices and 
therefore enjoyable to eat © a juicy orange/steak 2 
infml Juicy can also mean very interesting or excit- 
ing: a bit of juicy gossip 
juiciness /'d3u:-siz-nas/ n [U] 

ELECTRICITY /d3u:s/ n[U] infm/electricity © I’ve fixed 
the wiring, so you can turn the juice back on. 


| WORD FAMILY juice | 


Nouns juice 
juices 
juiciness 


Adjectives juicy 


jukebox /‘dzu:k-baks/ n [C] a machine that 
Plays recorded music when a coin is put into it 


July /d30 ‘lat, d3a-/, abbreviation Jul. n [C/U] the sev- 
enth month of the year, after June and before 
August 
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jumble /'d3am-bal/ n [U] a confused mixture or 
mass of things © a jumble of papers on the desk 
jumble /'d3am-bal/ v [T] © The events of the last 
few weeks are all jumbled up in my mind. 


jumbo /'d3am-bou/ adj [not gradable] infm/1 ex- 
tremely large © a jumbo size box of cereal 2 A jumbo 
jet is a very large aircraft that can fly long 
distances. 


jump RAISE UP SUDDENLY /d3amp/ v [I/T] 1 to 
push yourself off the ground and into the air using 
your legs and feet © [I] The kids were jumping up 
and down with excitement. © [I] The cats jumped up 
onto the table. 2 To jump sometimes means to lift 
yourself off the ground in order to go over some- 
thing: [T] Can you jump this fence? 
jump /d3amp/ n[C] © The skater’s jump was high 
but not graceful. 
jumper /'d3am-par/ n [C] © To dunk a basketball 
when you're just six feet tall, you have to be a great 
jumper. 

MOVE QUICKLY /d3amp/ v [I] 1 to move suddenly 
or quickly © A man jumped out of the bushes. © He 
jumped to his feet and ran out the door. 2 If a noise 
Or action causes you to jump, your body makes a 
sudden movement because of surprise or fear: The 
thunder made us all jump. 3 \f a car jumps the light, 
it starts moving past a traffic light while the light 
is still red. 

OMIT STAGES /d3amp/ v [I/T] 1 to move up or go 
across suddenly from one point or stage to an- 
other without stopping at the stages in between © 
[I always + adv/prep] Her book jumped from fifth 
place to first place on the best-seller list. © [T] The 
forest fire jumped the road and spread to the other 
side. 2 lf you jump to conclusions, you judge a 
situation quickly and emotionally without having 
all the facts: It’s not fair to jump to conclusions about 
a whole group of people based on one incident. 
jump /d3amp/ n [C] © He made a big jump from 
general manager to president of the company. 

INCREASE /d3amp/ v [I] to increase suddenly by a 
large amount © Home prices in the area have 
jumped to an all-time high. 


ATTACK /dzamp/ v[T] infm/ to attack suddenly © He 
was jumped and robbed by two guys on his way 
home from work. 


IDIOMS with jump 


ejump all over someone, jump on someone infmi to 
criticize someone suddenly and severely © When ! 
showed him my report card, Dad jumped all over me 
and said | wasn’t working hard enough. 

e jump the gun to act too soon or before the right 
time © They only met three weeks ago — isn’t it jump- 
ing the gun to start talking about marriage? 
ejump through hoops to do a lot of extra things, 
esp. silly or difficult things, to achieve something 
© We had to jump through hoops to get my Dad 
admitted to the hospital. 


PHRASAL VERB with jump 


ejump at something to accept an opportunity ea- 
gerly © She jumped at the chance to go to Paris. 


jumper /'d3am-par/ nm [C] 1 a dress without 
sleeves that is usually worn over a shirt 2 Br A 
jumper is a SWEATER. 


jumper cables /'d3am-poar'ker-balz/ p/n two 
wires that carry electrical power from one car’s en- 
gine to help start another that has a BATTERY with 
no power 


jump rope n[C] a rope that you pass over your 
head and under your feet while jumping, for ex- 
ercise or amusement © We grabbed our jump rope 
and headed for the playground. 


jump-start /'d3amp:start/ v[T] 1 to start or im- 
prove something more quickly by giving it extra 
help © These recordings jump-started her career. 2 \f 
you jump-start a car, you start its engine by using 
wires to carry electric power from another car’s 
engine. 


jumpy /'d3am-pi/ adj nervous or anxious © Stop 
watching him; it makes him jumpy. 


junction /'d3an-fan/ n[C] a place where things, 
esp. roads and railroads, meet or join O The shop- 
ping center is near the junction of the New Jersey 
Turnpike and Garden State Parkway. 


juncture /'d3an:tfar/ n [U] fmia particular point 
in time or stage in a series of events O Negotiations 
are at a critical juncture. 


June /d3u:n/, abbreviation Jun. n [C/U] the sixth 
month of the year, after May and before July 


jungle /'d3an-gal/ na forest in one of the hottest 
regions of the earth, where trees and plants grow 
very close together 


junior LESS ADVANCED /‘d3u:n-jar/ adj less ad- 
vanced, or lower in rank © the junior varsity © Al- 
fredo is a junior partner in the law firm. 0 Compare 
SENIOR MORE ADVANCED 

SCHOOL /'d3u:n-jar/ n [C] a student in the third 
year of a program of study in a college, university, 
or HIGH SCHOOL (= a school for students aged 14 
to 18) 
junior /‘dzu:n-jar/ adj © They met in their junior 
year of college and married soon after they 
graduated. 

YOUNGER /'d3u:n-jar/ adj [not gradable] younger 
© He was born in April, so he’s three months my jun- 
ior (= he is three months younger). © See also: JR. 


junior college n (C] a COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


junior high school, short form junior high n 
[C] a school for children who are 12 to 15 years 
old 


junk /d3ank/ n [(U] things that are considered to 
be useless, worthless, or of low quality © / cleared 
all the junk out of the garage. 
junk /d3agk/ v [T] infm/ to throw out something 
because it is does not work well or is worthless © 
Why don’t we junk this old TV and get a new one? 


junket /'d3an-kat/ n[C] disapproving an unneces- 
sary trip by a government official which is paid for 
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with public money © The senator is off on another 
junket to Hawaii at taxpayers’ expense. 


junk food n[C/U] food that is not good for your 
health because it is high in fat, sugar, or artificial 
substances 


junkie, junky /‘d3aq-ki/ n [C] slang 1 a person 
who regularly takes and is dependent on illegal 
drugs, esp. HEROIN 2 humorous A junkie is also a 
person who enjoys or is interested in a particular 
activity to an extreme: If you want to follow politics, 
basically you have to become a talk-show junkie. 


junk mail n [U] mail that advertises products 
and services and is sent to people although they 
have not asked to receive it © There’s a letter for 
you and the rest is junk mail. 


junkyard /‘d3ank-jard/ n (C] a place, often a 
large open area, where useless or unwanted items 
are left, and sometimes sold 


junta /‘hun-ta, ‘d3ant-a, ‘han-ta/ n [C] world 
history a small group, esp. of military officers, that 
rules a country after taking power by force 


Jupiter /'d3u:-pat- ar/ n [U] the planet fifth in or- 
der of distance from the sun, after Mars and before 
Saturn » Picture: solar system 


jurisdiction /,d3ur-as'‘dik-an/ n[U] politics & 
government the official authority to make (esp. 
legal) decisions and judgments © The Supreme 
Court ruled that the US government had no jurisdic- 
tion over crimes committed on Indian lands. 


jurist /'dzur-ast/ n [C] fmian expert in law, esp. a 
judge 


jury /‘d3ur-i/ n [C/U] 1 a group of people who 
have been chosen to listen to the facts of a trial in 
a law court and to decide whether a person is 
guilty or not guilty, or whether a claim has been 
proved © [U] a trial by jury/a jury trial 0 [C] My 
husband served on a jury in a criminal case a few 
months ago. 2 A jury is also a group of people cho- 
sen to judge a competition: [C] The jury chose an 
unexpected winner for the literary prize. 
juror /‘d3ur-ar, -a:r/ n[C] a member of a jury 0 A 
majority of the jurors were women. 


IDIOM with jury 


ethe jury is still out no decision or agreement has 
been made about a situation, esp. because there 
is not enough information © The jury is still out on 
whether the new healthcare system will work. 


just NOW /d3nast, d3ast/ adv [not gradable] now 
or (almost) at the same time, or very soon, or very 
recently © He just left — if you run, you can catch 
him. © It was just past (= very soon after) midnight. 
© We got the children off to school just as the bus 
was about to leave. © We're just about to begin (= 
We will begin very soon). © The doctor will see you 
in just a minute/moment/second (= very soon). 


EXACTLY /d3ast, d3ast/ adv [not gradable] exactly 
© Beth looks just like her mother. © [+ question word] 
It was just what | expected. 


2 


2 


a 


ONLY /dzast, dzast/ adv [not gradable] 1 only; sim- 
ply © Ill just check my e-mail, then we can go for 
coffee. © | just called to wish you a happy birthday. 
© We'll just have to wait and see what happens. 2 
Just can be used to make a statement stronger: He 
just won’t listen to me. 


ALMOST /d3ast, d3ast/ adv [not gradable] almost 
not or almost © We arrived at the airport just in time 
to catch the plane. © Matthew weighed just (= 
slightly) over seven pounds at birth. © “Are you fin- 
ished yet?” “Just about.” 

VERY /d3ast, d3ast/ adv [not gradable] very; com- 
pletely © You look just wonderfull o It’s just amazing 
how powerful the new computers are. 


FAIR /d3ast/ adj morally correct; fair © a just verdict 
justly /'d3as-tli/ adv 1 We agreed that he was justly 
condemned to a long prison sentence. 2 Justly also 
means with good reason or rightly: Kenji Mizoguchi 
is justly recognized as one of Japanese cinema’s 
greatest figures. 


IDIOMS with just 


ejust a moment, just a minute/second wait a 
short period of time © Just a minute — I’m almost 
done. 

ejust in case to protect against something bad 
that could happen © /’ll take my umbrella too, just 
in case. 

ejust now a very short time ago O Who was that 
at the door just now? 

ejust one of those things something has hap- 
pened that you must accept even if you do not like 
it O The traffic was awful and | missed my flight — it 
was just one of those things. 

* someone would just as soon do something some- 
one would rather do something © He’d just as soon 
use the computer to play video games as go outside 
with his friends. 0 That was a journey | would just as 
soon forget. 


justice FAIRNESS /'d3ns-tas/ n [U] the condition 
of being morally correct or fair © He accused the 
police of false arrest and demanded justice. 

LAW /'d3as-tas/ n [U] the system of laws by which 


people are judged and punished © the criminal jus- 
tice system 


JUDGE /'d3as-tas/ n [C] a judge, esp. of one of the 
higher courts of law © a justice of the US Supreme 
Court 


justice of the peace n [C] a public officer 
who judges local and less important legal cases, 
and performs marriage ceremonies 


justify © /'d3,s-ta fai/ v [T] to show that some- 
thing is reasonable, right, or true © Her fears of a 
low voter turnout were justified when fewer than half 
of the people voted. 
justifiable © /'dgns-ta,fat-a-bal/ adj able to be 
explained or shown to be reasonable; understand- 
able © The jury decided that the shooting was justi- 
fiable because Rogers thought his own life was in 
danger. 
justifiably © /'d3as-ta,far-a-bli/ adv o His par- 
ents were justifiably proud of his achievements. 


ze bat | a hot | ar bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 931 boy | ou go | u put | u: rude | acut | a alone 


justification © /,d3s-to-fa'ker- fan/ n [C/U] 0 
[U] There is no justification for such rude behavior, 
she said. 


jut /d3at/ v [I always + adv/prep] -tt- to stick out, 
esp. above or beyond the edge or surface of some- 
thing © A large ship was docked at the pier that jut- 
ted out into the harbor. 


juvenile /‘d3u:-va nail, -van-°l/ adj esp. law of, by, 
or for a young person who is not yet an adult © He 
studied both adult and juvenile crime. 


juvenile delinquent n [C] a young person, 


uxtapose 


usually under 18, who commits a crime 
juvenile delinquency n[U] criminal activity by 
people under 18 years old 


juxtapose /,d3ak-sta'pouz/ v [T] to put things 
or people next to each other, esp. in order to com- 
pare them © The exhibition juxtaposes architectural 
drawings with photographs of the buildings as 
constructed. 
juxtaposition /,d3ak-sta-pa'z1f-an/ n [C/U] © 
[C] The juxtaposition of the original painting with the 
fake clearly showed up the differences. 
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K k 


K LETTER, k /ke1/ n [C] p/ K’s, Ks, k’s, ks the elev- 
enth letter of the English alphabet 

SCHOOL /kel/ / abbreviation for KINDERGARTEN 

TEMPERATURE /ke1/ n [C] science abbreviation for 
KELVIN 


kaleidoscope /ka'laid-9,skoup/ n [C] a tube- 
shaped device containing loose pieces of colored 
glass or plastic and mirrors which reflect changing 
patterns as the tube is turned 


kangaroo /,kzn-go'ru:/ n [C] pi kangaroos a 
type of large, Australian mammal with a long, 
thick tail, short front legs, and long powerful back 
legs, that moves by jumping 


kaput /ka'put, ka-/ adj [not gradable] infm! se- 
verely damaged, broken, or not working correctly 
© His credibility is kaput. 


karat /'kzer-ot/, abbreviation kt., abbreviationk. n[C] 
a unit for measuring how pure gold is O Compare 
CARAT 


karate /ka'rat-i/ n [U] a method of fighting that 
uses fast, hard hits with the hands or feet 


karma /‘kar-ma/ n [U] (in the Buddhist and 
Hindu religions) the force produced by a person’s 
actions in one life which influences what happens 
to that person in future lives 


kayak /‘kat-zk/ n[C] a small, light, narrow boat, 
pointed at both ends, with a covering over the top, 
which is moved by using a PADDLE (= short pole 
with a wide, flat part) 


KB n [C] p! KB abbreviation for KILOBYTE 


keel /ki:l/ n [C] the long piece of wood or steel 
put along the bottom of a boat from front to back 
that supports the frame 


PHRASAL VERB with keel 


°keel over to fall over suddenly © After running the 
marathon, Jasper keeled over with exhaustion. 


keen STRONGLY FELT /ki:n/ adj [-er/-est only] 
(esp. of emotions and beliefs) strongly felt 0 a keen 
interest in painting 

DEVELOPED /ki:n/ adj [-er/-est only] (of an aware- 
ness or ability) very developed, or (of the mind) 
very quick to understand © a keen eye for detail © 
a keen sense of smell 

EAGER /ki:n/ adj [-er/-est only] eager, interested, 
and enthusiastic © Theresa isn’t too keen on pets. 


WORD FAMILY keen 


Adjectives keen Adverbs keenly 


keep POSSESS /ki:p/ v [T] past kept 1 to be in or 
continue to be in someone's possession © Can | 
keep this photo? © “Keep the change,” she told the 
driver. O We keep aspirin in the kitchen (= have it 
there for future use). 2 If you keep a DIARY or rec- 
ord, you write about events or record information. 


ez bat | a hot | a1 bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | U put | u: rude | a cut 


keeper /'ki:-por/ n [C] someone responsible for 
guarding or taking care of a person, animal, or 
thing © an animal keeper © Each of the contest 
judges was assigned a keeper. 


If someone keeps something somewhere until 
it is needed, the verb store is sometimes used. 
I've stored all Helen’s books in the attic. 
The verb stash is sometimes used if someone 
keeps a lot of something in a secret place. 
His money was stashed in a cupboard. 
The verb save is often used when someone 
keeps something to use in the future. 
| have some really good chocolates that I’ve 
been saving for a special occasion. 
The phrasal verbs hang onto and hold onto are 
also often used when someone keeps some- 
thing that might be needed in the future. 
You should hang/hold onto that picture — it 
might be worth something. 
In formal situations, you can use the word 
retain. 
You should retain a copy of the receipt. 


DO /ki:p/ v [T] past kept to do something you 
promised or had scheduled © / kept my promise. © 
Did she keep her appointment? © Can you keep a 
secret (= not tell other people)? 
keeping /'ki:-pin/ n° We all get together for din- 
ner once a month, in keeping with (= following) 
family tradition. 


STAY /ki:p/ v past kept to stay or cause to stay or 
continue in a particular place, direction, or con- 
dition © [L] keep left o [L] keep quiet © [L] It’s hard 
to keep cool in this weather. © [T] Sorry to keep you 
waiting. 

CONTINUE DOING /ki:p/ v[T] past kept to continue 
doing something without stopping, or to do it re- 
peatedly © | keep thinking I’ve seen her somewhere 
before. 


STAY FRESH /ki:p/ v [I] past kept (of food) to stay 
fresh and in good condition © Milk keeps longer in 
the refrigerator. 


WORD FAMILY keep 


Nouns keep 
keeper 
keeping 


Adjectives kept 


Verbs keep 


IDIOMS with keep 


ekeep a tight rein on someone/something to con- 
trol someone or something carefully 0 He doesn’t 
earn very much, but he keeps a tight rein on his 
budget. 

*keep an eye on someone/something, keep your 
eye on someone/something to watch someone or 
something or stay informed about the person’s be- 


2 alone 


havior, esp. to keep someone out of trouble 0 Keep 
an eye on your brother while I’m out, please. 
ekeep an eye out for something, keep your eyes 
open/peeled (for something) to watch carefully for 
something © Keep an eye out for spyware programs 
that install themselves on your computer. © | try to 
always keep my eyes open for good recipes. 

ekeep someone company to stay with someone so 
the person Is not alone © / kept him company while 
he was waiting for the bus. 

ekeep count (of something) to remember a total 
© I’ve been keeping count of how many times he’s 
called this week. 0 Opposite: LOSE COUNT (OF 
SOMETHING) at LOSE IDIOMS 

ekeep your fingers crossed to hope strongly that 
something will happen © We’re keeping our fingers 
crossed that he'll be healthy again very soon. 
«keep someone guessing to cause someone to be 
uncertain © The idea was to keep the enemy guess- 
ing until the attack had actually begun. 

keep your head above water to just be able to 
continue doing what you do © The business is in 
trouble, but we're keeping our heads above water. 
ekeep it down to be quieter © Hey you guys, keep 
it down in there — I’m on the phone! 

«keep your mouth shut to say nothing © He told 
me to keep my mouth shut. 

ekeep your nose out of infmi/ to not become in- 
volved in something © | know what I’m doing — just 
keep your nose out of it. 

ekeep your nose to the grindstone to work very 
hard without resting © After a year of keeping his 
nose to the grindstone, he finally got a vacation. 
«keep someone posted to make sure someone 
knows what is happening, esp. in a situation that 
is quickly changing © The doctors kept me posted 
about her condition. 

ekeep something quiet, keep quiet about some- 
thing to say nothing about something © She man- 
aged to keep the school’s problems quiet for a while. 
ekeep your temper not become angry © It was 
hard to keep my temper with so many things going 
wrong. 

ekeep to your self to often avoid other people © / 
was very shy and pretty much kept to myself in 
school. 

ekeep something to your self do not tell anyone 
about something © The party’s a surprise, so keep it 
to yourself! 

ekeep track (of someone/something) to continue 
to be informed or know about someone or some- 
thing © My sister’s had so many jobs, | can’t keep 
track anymore. 


PHRASAL VERBS with keep 


ekeep at something to continue to do or work on 
something © / kept at it and finally finished at three 
this morning. 

ekeep down something STOP INCREASING [M] to 
prevent something from increasing © We need to 
keep down our costs. 

ekeep down something NOT VOMIT [M] to pre- 
vent something eaten from being vomited up © 
After the operation | couldn’t keep my food down. 
ekeep (yourself) from something PREVENT YOUR- 
SELF to prevent yourself from doing something © 


523 


kerosene 


We couldn't keep from laughing. © He couldn't keep 
himself from grinning at Mrs. Crackitt. 

ekeep something from someone HIDE INFORMA- 
TION to prevent someone from learning about 
something © He’s seriously ill, and | don’t think it’s 
right to keep it from the children. 

ekeep (something) off (something) to prevent 
something from touching or being on something 
else O He wears a hat to keep the sun off his head. 
© The sign says, Keep off. 

ekeep (something/someone) out (of somewhere) 
[M] to prevent something or someone from en- 
tering a place © Danger! Keep out! © You can’t keep 
the dirt out of the tent. © Children without regular 
medical care are more likely to contract illnesses that 
keep them out of school. 

«keep (someone/something) out of something 1 to 
prevent yourself or someone else from involve- 
ment in something © Carolyn keeps out of the public 
eye and away from Washington. © Don’t use credit 
cards and you'll keep out of debt. 2 If you keep one 
thing out of another thing, you prevent them from 
influencing each other: You should keep your per- 
sonal life out of your work. 

ekeep to something ONE SUBJECT to limit yourself 
to a subject or activity © | can never keep to a diet. 
ekeep something to yourself NOT SHARE to not 
share information that you have © !’m going to tell 
you something but | want you to keep it to yourself. 
ekeep up STAY LEVEL to stay level or equal with 
someone or something © You run too fast —! can’t 
keep up. 

ekeep up something CONTINUE [M] to continue 
to do or have something © Keep up the good work. 
ekeep someone up PREVENT SLEEP to prevent 
someone from sleeping © | hope I’m not keeping 
you up. 

«keep up with something to continue to be in- 
formed about something © He’s never made an ef- 
fort to keep up with current events. 


keepsake /‘ki:p-serk/ n [C] something that 
helps you remember a person, place, or occasion 
O Her aunt gave her a little wooden elephant as a 
keepsake. 


keg /keg/ n [C] a small BARREL (= container with 
a circular top and bottom and curved sides) 


kelvin /‘kel-van/, abbreviation K n [C] science a 
standard unit of temperature 


kennel /'ken-®l/ n [C] a place where animals are 
bred and trained and where people pay to leave 
their dogs to be taken care of while they are away 


kept /kept/ past simple and past participle of KEEP 
kerb /k3rb/ n [C] Br for CURB EDGE. 


kerchief /‘k3r-t af, -,tJi:f/ n [C] a square piece of 
cloth worn on the head or around the neck 


kernel /'k3rn-2l/ n [C] the edible part of a nut 
that is inside the shell, or the whole seed of a grain 
plant © (fig.) There’s a kernel of truth in what he said 
(= some small part of it is true). 


kerosene /'ker-a,si:zn, ,ker-a'si:n/ n [U] a type 
of clear oil that is used as a fuel, esp. for heating 
and lighting 
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ketchup /‘ketJ-ap, ‘kaet{-/, catsup 0 [U] a thick, 
red sauce made from TOMATOES that is eaten on 
other foods © Do you want ketchup for your French 
fries? 


ketone /‘ki:-toun/ n [C] chemistry a chemical 
substance that contains carbon and oxygen, used 
in industry 


kettle /'ket-9l/ n [C] a covered container with a 
handle and a SPOUT (= opening for pouring), used 
for boiling water 


key METAL SHAPE /ki:/ n [C] a piece of metal cut 
into a special shape to fit into a lock where it can 
be turned to open something, such as a door, or 
to start something, such as a car engine © | put the 
key into the ignition. 

MOVABLE PART /ki:/ n[C] any of the set of movable 
parts that you press with your fingers on a com- 
puter or other machine to produce letters, num- 
bers, or symbols, or on a musical instrument to 
produce sound © piano keys © Press the shift key to 
write in capital letters. 

IMPORTANT PART /ki:/ n [U] the most important 
part of achieving something or explaining a situ- 
ation O Revision is the key to good writing. 
key /ki:/ adj © Deception is a key element of military 
strategy. 

MUSICAL NOTES /ki:/ n [C] music a set of musical 
notes based on one particular note © the key of C 

LIST OF SYMBOLS /ki:/ n [C] a list of the symbols 
used in a map or book with explanations of what 
they mean © The key is printed at the bottom of the 
page. 

PHRASAL VERB with key 


ekey in something [M] to enter information into a 
computer or other device using a KEYBOARD or 
buttons © It will take about two hours to key in all 
this data. 


keyboard COMPUTER /‘ki:-bo:rd, -bourd/ n[C] 
the set of keys arranged in rows that you use to 
operate a computer 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT /'ki:-bo:rd, -bourd/ n [C]a 
musical instrument having keys like a piano, or the 
set of keys on this type of instrument © Steve plays 
keyboards, drums, and saxophone. 


keyed up /‘ki:'dap/ adj excited or nervous 0 She 
was too keyed up to sleep. 


keyhole /‘ki:-houl/ n [C] a hole in a lock into 
which a key fits 


keynote /‘ki:-nout/ n [C] the most important 
part, esp. of an event, or something that is em- 


phasized strongly © a keynote speaker/speecho Lux- 
ury is the keynote here. 


key ring n[C] a metal ring used for keeping your 
keys together 


keystroke /'ki: strouk/ n[C] the act of pressing 
down on a key on a computer © | can add the date 
with a single keystroke. 


kg n[C] pi kg, kgs abbreviation for KILOGRAM 


khaki /‘kak-:i, 'kak-i, Cdn often 'kar-ki/ adj, n [C/ 
U] a pale yellow-brown color, or a type of cloth 
that is this color and is often used to make uni- 
forms for soldiers © [pl] | bought a new pair of sum- 
mer khakis (= pants made of this cloth). 


kibbutz /k:'buts, -'bu:ts/ n [C] p/kibbutzim (in 
Israel) a place, usually a farm, where a group of 
people live and work and where all duties are 
shared 


kick HIT /kik/ v[I/T] to hit someone or something 
with the foot, or to move the feet and legs sud- 
denly and violently © [T] | kicked the ball as hard as 
! could. © [I] | kicked at the leaves, hoping to find the 
ring | dropped. 
kick /kik/ n[C] 0 She gave him a kick in the shins. 
kicker /'kik-ar/ n [C] someone who kicks, esp. a 
player on a football team whose job is to kick the 
ball 


EXCITEMENT /kik/ n[C] a strong feeling of excite- 
ment and pleasure 0 We got a kick out of that show. 
kicker /'kik-ar/ n[C] infml something surprising © 
And here’s the real kicker, if you buy one you get the 
second one free. 


INTEREST /kik/ n [C usually sing] a new interest, 
esp. one that does not last long 0 He’s been on an 
exercise kick lately. 


IDIOMS with kick 


ea kick in the pants something that makes you 
improve your behavior © He needs a good kick in 
the pants. 

ekick yourself to be annoyed because you did 
something stupid or failed to act when you had an 
opportunity © You know you'll kick yourself if you 
forget to do it, so just do it now! 

ekick the bucket infmi/ to die 

ekick the habit, kick a habit to give up something 
that you have done for a long time © She used to 
bite her nails but she kicked the habit last year. 


PHRASAL VERBS with kick 


ekick back to stop doing things and relax 0 What 
good is life anyway if a guy can’t kick back and watch 
a good movie? 

ekick in HAVE AN EFFECT to start to have an effect 
or to start operating © The county will be able to 
spend more when a new tax kicks in next year. 
ekick in something GIVEMONEY [M] to give 
something, esp. money or help © Another plan 
would require employers to kick in $20 per worker to 
set up the fund. 

ekick off infmi to begin © The three-day celebration 
kicks off tomorrow with a parade. 

ekick something off (with something) [M] to begin 
an event or period of time, esp. with an activity © 
We like to kick off the summer with a barbecue. 
kick someone out [M] to make someone leave a 
place © We should go home before they kick us out. 
ekick up (something) [M] to cause something to 
be much more active or noticeable © Construction 
workers kicked up clouds of dust. 0 As the storm 


moves into the desert, the wind and rain start to 
kick up. 
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kind 


kickback /‘kik-baek/ n [C] payment made to 
someone, esp. illegally, for providing help, a job, 
or a piece of business O Bankhead got a contract to 
supply computers to the department in exchange for 
a kickback. 


kickoff /'kik: 2:f/ n [C/U] the time when a foot- 
ball game starts, or a kick of the ball that starts play 
during a game © [U] Kickoff is at 6:30. © [C] Pat- 
terson hurt his ankle on the opening kickoff. 


kid CHILD /kid/ n [C] 1 a child, or a young adult 
O | took the kids to the park. © He’s only 19, just a 
kid, 2 A kid brother or kid sister is a younger 
brother or sister. 

ANIMAL /kid/ n [C/U] a young goat, or very soft 
leather made from the skin of a young goat 

JOKE /kid/ v [I/T] -dd- infmi 1 to say something as 
a joke, often making someone believe something 
that is not true © [I] You're kidding around, aren’t 
you? 0 [T] Casey’s just kidding you. 2 lf you kid your 
self, you believe that something you want to be 
true is true although it probably is not: He thinks 
she'll come back, but | think he’s kidding himself. 


IDIOM with kid 


eyou have got to be kidding, you must be kid- 
ding | am very surprised and cannot believe you 
are serious O You want me to drive into the city? 
You've got to be kidding. 


kiddie, kiddy /'kid-i/ n [C] infmi a young child © 
We have soda for the kiddies. 


kidnap /‘kid-nzp/ v [T] -pp-, -p- to illegally take 
a person away by force, usually in order to demand 
money in exchange for that person’s release O The 
wife of a prominent businessman was kidnapped 
today. 
kidnapper, kidnaper /'kid ,nzep-ar/ n [C] 


kidney /‘kid-ni/ n (C] 1 biology either of a pair 
of small organs in the body that remove waste 
matter from the blood and produce urine 2 Kidney 
also means either of these organs from an animal 
used as food. 


kidney bean /‘kid-ni: ,bi:n/ n [C] a small, dark 
red, edible bean that is shaped like a KIDNEY 


kid stuff n [U] something easy or suitable for 
children © This class is kid stuff. 


Kill /kil/ v [I/T] 1 to cause someone or something 
to die © [T] Livestock are being killed by tigers in 
some areas. © [I] Just a tiny drop of this poison is 
enough to kill. 0 [T] (fig.) If you tell Mom, I'll kill you 
(= | will be extremely angry with you). 2 To kill 
something can also mean to hurt, damage, re- 
move, or destroy it: [T] /t wouldn’t kill you to apolo- 
gize. © [T] The doctor gave her something to kill the 
pain. 3 If you kill time or have time to kill, you do 
something while you are waiting for something 
else to happen © We killed some time playing cards 
while we waited for the flight. © | had a couple of 
hours to kill before dinner. 
kill /kil/ n [U] an animal that has been hunted and 
killed © The leopard seized its kill and dragged it into 
the bush. 


killer /'kil-ar/ n[C] 1 The police haven't found the 
killer yet. © Heart disease is a killer (= cause of 
death). 2 infm! If something is described as a killer, 
it is very difficult: The test was a real killer. 3 infmiA 
killer is also someone or something that is very en- 
tertaining or skilled: Dizzy was a killer on the 
trumpet. 

killing /'kil-19/ n [C] © She refused to take part in 
the killing of animals. 


WORD FAMILY kill 


Nouns kill Verbs — kill 


overkill 
killer 
killing 


IDIOM with kill 


ekill two birds with one stone to achieve two 
things at once © / can bring your suit to the cleaners 
when | pick up the kids and kill two birds with one 
stone. 


PHRASAL VERB with kill 


ekill off someone/something [M] to destroy or re- 
move someone or something completely © Killing 
off predators such as grizzly bears could throw the 
ecosystem out of balance. ° The worship of celebrities 
has killed off common sense in America. 


kil /kiln, kil/ n [C] a type of large OVEN (= box 
in which things are cooked or heated) used for 
making bricks and clay objects hard after they 
have been shaped 


kilo- prefix one thousand, used in units of measure 
O kilometer © kilowatt 


kilobyte /‘kil-a bart, 'ki:-la-/, abbreviation KB n 
[C] a unit of measurement of computer storage 
space equal to 1024 BYTES 


kilogram /'kil-a,greem/, abbreviation kg, short 
form kilo /'ki:-lou/ n [C] a unit of measurement of 
weight equal to 1000 grams or 2.2 pounds 


kilojoule /‘kil-a ,d3u:l, 'ki:-la-/ n [C] physics a 
unit of ENERGY equaling 1000 JOULES 


kilometer /ka'lam-at-ar, 'kil-a,mi:t-ar/, abbre- 
viation km n [C] a unit of measurement of length 
equal to 1000 meters or 0.62 mile 


kilowatt /‘kil-9 ,wat/, abbreviation kW n[C] a unit 
of power equal to 1000 WATTS 


kilt /kilt/ n[C] a skirt with many folds, made from 
TARTAN cloth and traditionally worn by Scottish 
men and boys, but also worn by women and girls 


kimono /ka'mou-na, -nou/ n [C] pi kimonos a 
long, loose piece of outer clothing with very wide 
sleeves, traditionally worn by the Japanese 


kin /kin/ pin family © They’re not any kin of mine. 


kind GOOD /kaind/ adj [-er/-est only] generous, 
helpful, and caring about other people © She’s a 
kind, thoughtful person. © It was kind of you to give 
me your seat. 
kindly /'katn-dli/ adj, adv 0 a kindly man o They 
treated me kindly. 
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kinda 


Kinda 


kindness /'katnd-nas/ n [C/U] © [U] Acts of kind- 
ness are rare. 


WORD CHOICES kind a 


The adjectives nice and sweet are common al- 
ternatives to “kind.” 
It was really nice of you to come. 
Wasn’t it sweet of Heidi to call? 
If someone is good to you, that person does 
things to help you. 
Jay’s mother has been very good to us. 
If someone is very willing to help, you can de- 
scribe that person as helpful. 
The staff here are very helpful. 
Someone who is caring is kind to other people 
and tries to make them happy and well. 
I’ve always thought of Jack as a very caring 
person. 
You can describe someone who is kind and al- 
ways thinks about other people’s feelings as 
thoughtful or considerate. 
Thank you for phoning when | was ill - it was 
very thoughtful of you. 
He’s always very polite and considerate. 
The expression mean well is sometimes used 
to describe a person who tries to be kind and 
help but who does not improve a situation. 
| know my parents mean well, but | do wish 
they wouldn't interfere. 


TYPE /katnd/ n[C] a group with similar character- 
istics, or a particular type O What kind of thing is it? 
O They talked about all kinds of stuff. © It’s the largest 
organization of its kind in history. 0 Where books are 
concerned, Tyler and Chlo are two of a kind (= 
similar). 


WORD FAMILY kind 


Nouns kindness Adverbs kindly 


unkindly 


Adjectives kind 
unkind 


IDIOM with kind 


ekind of infmi in some way or to some degree © 
“Did you like the movie?” “Kind of, but there were 
some weird things about it.” © | guess | kind of forget 
to show her that | love her sometimes. © Compare 
SORT OF at SORT IDIOM 


kinda /'‘kain-da/ adv [not gradable] not standard 
(spelled the way it is often spoken) kind of (= 
slightly) © | was kinda sorry to see him go. 


kindergarten /‘kin-der gart-2n, -,gard-®n/, 
abbreviation K n [C/U] a class for young children, 
usually children four and five years old, which is 
often the first year of formal education © [U] Callie 
will start kindergarten in September. 


kind-hearted, kindhearted adj (of a person) 
showing a lot of care and kindness for other people 


kindle /'kin-d@l/ v[T] to cause a fire to start burn- 


ing © (fig.) Great literature kindled their imaginations 
(= made them work). 


kindling /‘kin-dl1n, -lan/ n[U] small, dry sticks or 
other materials used to start a fire 


kindred /'kin-drad/ adj [not gradable] being re- 
lated, esp. by having the same opinions, feelings, 
and interests © We recognized each other as kindred 
spirits as soon as we met. 


kinetic /ka'net-1k/ adj physics involving or pro- 
ducing movement 


kinetic energy 1 [U] physics ENERGY (= 
power to do work) that an object or system has 
because it is moving 


kinfolk /'kin-fouk/, kinfolks /'kin-fouks/ p/n 
family; KIN 


king /kip/ n[C] 1. a man who tules a country be- 
cause he has been born into a family which by 
tradition or law has the right to rule, or the title 
given to such a man © King Philip IV of Spain 2 A 
king is a playing piece in the game of CHESS and 
each player’s most important piece. 3 Aking is also 
a playing card with a picture of a king on it: the 
king of hearts 4 If someone or something is called 
the king of an activity, that person is the best or 
the most important in that activity: He was base- 
ball’s home run king. 


kingdom /'kip-dam/ n[C] 1 a country ruled by 
a king or queen © She was queen of an ancient king- 
dom in Egypt. 2 biology A kingdom is also one of 
the groups into which natural things can be di- 
vided, depending on their type. 


kingpin /'k1p-pin/ n[C] the most important per- 
son in an organization 9 He was the kingpin of the 
Democratic organization in Chicago. 


king-sized, king-size adj [not gradable] larger 
than the ordinary size, and usually the largest size 
available © a king-size bed Oo Compare QUEEN-SIZED 


kink /kigk/ n[C] 1 a sharp twist or bend in some- 
thing such as a wire or rope © There was a kink in 
the hose and the water wouldn’t come through. 2 A 
kink is also a small problem: The system will work 
fine once we work out a few kinks. 
kinky /'kin-ki/ adj [-er/-est only] © kinky hair (= hair 
with many small, tight bends in it) 


kiosk /‘ki:-ask/ n [C] a small structure where 
things such as newspapers, magazines, and candy 
are sold 


kiss /kis/ v[I/T] to touch or press your lips against 
another person, esp. another person’s lips or 
CHEEK, as a greeting or to express love © [I/T] The 
two women hugged and kissed (each other). © [T] 
He kissed the children goodbye. 
kiss /kis/ n [C] © Give grandma a kiss and say 
goodnight. 


IDIOMS with kiss 


kiss something goodbye to lose something or 
lose the opportunity to have something © /f you 
lend him money, you can kiss it goodbye. 

ethe kiss of death (for something) something that 
will cause something else to fail © The show's bad 
ratings were the kiss of death for his acting career. 
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kit /kit/ n [C] 1 a set of things, such as tools or 
equipment, used for a particular purpose or activ- 
ity © We keep a first-aid kit in the office for emergen- 
cies. 2 A kit is also a set of parts sold ready to be 
put together: a model airplane kit 


kitchen /‘kitf-an/ n (C] a room where food is 
prepared and cooked 


COMMON LEARNER ERR' 

kitchen or cuisine? 

A kitchen is a room in the house. 
Chris is in the kitchen cooking dinner. 

Cuisine is used to talk about a style of cooking. 
Italian/Greek cuisine 
The restaurant is famous for its French cuisine. 
1 ak Aridi, 2 

kitchen: 


kite /kart/ n[C] a light frame covered with plastic, 
paper, or cloth that is flown in the wind at the end 
of a long string, esp. for amusement © On windy 
days the kids fly their kites in the park. 


kitsch /kit{/ n[U] showy art or cheap, decorative 
objects that are attractive to people who are 
thought to lack any appreciation of style or beauty 
O She collects all sorts of kitsch, like these ceramic 
figurines of movie stars. 


kitten /‘kit-®n/ n[C] a young cat © Our cat just 
had six kittens. 


kitty MONEY /‘kit-i/ n [C usually sing] money to 
be used for a particular purpose that has been col- 
lected from a number of people © We each put $20 
a week into the kitty to cover the cost of food. 


CAT /'kit-i/ n [C] a cat or KITTEN 


kiwi (fruit) /‘ki:-wi: (,fru:t)/ n[C] an oval fruit 
with brown, hairy skin and green flesh 


Kleenex /'kli::neks/ n [C/U] trademark a type of 
thin, soft paper that comes in separate sheets, or 
one of these sheets 0 [C] She dried her eyes with a 
Kleenex. 


klutz /klats/ n[C] infmia person who moves awk- 
wardly and often drops things 0 Don’t expect Mark 
to catch the ball — he’s a klutz. 


kim rn [C] p! km abbreviation for KILOMETER 


knack /nzk/ n (U] an ability or special method 
for doing something easily and well © There’s a 
knack to using this quick-drying paint. 


knapsack /'nzp-sek/ n [C] a small bag with 
straps that can hold it against a person’s back, leav- 
ing the arms free 


knead /ni:d/ v [T] to press something, esp. clay 
or a mixture for making bread, firmly and repeat- 
edly with the hands © Knead the dough until it is 
smooth. 


knee /ni:/ n [C] the middle joint of the leg © | 
stood in the water up to my knees. © He got down 
on his hands and knees to look for his contact lens. 


kneecap /'ni:-keep/ n[C] the round bone at the 
front of the knee 


knee-deep adj [not gradable] reaching from 
the ground up to your knees © The snow was knee- 
deep. © (fig.) I’m knee-deep in work (= have a lot of 
work). 


knee-jerk adj happening or existing as a result 
of habit, rather than careful consideration © When 
asked about crime, the mayor's knee-jerk reaction is 
to call for longer prison sentences. 


kneel /ni:I/ v [l] past knelt, kneeled to go down 
into, Or stay in, a position where one or both knees 
are on the ground © She knelt down to look under 
the bed for her doll. © Gibbons kneeled next to the 
plant and started digging. 


knew /nu:/ past simple of KNOW 


knickers /‘nik-arz/ p/n 1 short, loose pants that 
fit tightly below the knee, worn esp. in the past 2 
Br Knickers are women’s and girl’s UNDERPANTS. 


knickknack /'nik-neek/ n [C] a small, decora- 
tive object, esp. in a house © The room was filled 
with knickknacks. 


knife /naif/ n (C] pi knives a tool or weapon used 
for cutting, usually consisting of a metal blade and 
a handle © a sharp knife © We took plastic knives and 
forks on our picnic. 
knife /naif/ v [T] to push a knife into someone to 
hurt them 


knight /natt/ n[C] 1 (in the past) a man of high 
rank who was trained to fight as a soldier on a 
horse © I’m reading about King Arthur and_his 
knights. 2 A knight is a playing piece in the game 
of CHESS that is often shaped like a horse’s head. 
knight /nait/ v [T] in Britain, to give a person a 
rank of honor because of that person’s special 
achievements © He was knighted by Queen Eliza- 
beth Il. 
knighthood /'‘nait-hud/ n [C] 


knit MAKE CLOTHES /nit/ v [I/T] pres. part. knit- 
ting, past knitted, knit to make cloth or clothing 
by connecting YARN (= fiber threads) into rows 
with two long needles, or to do this with a ma- 
chine © [T] She's knitting a scarf for her daughter. 
knitting /'nit-1n/ n [U] something being made 
by the act of knitting © She takes her knitting with 
her everywhere. 

JOIN /nit/ v [I/T] pres. part. knitting, past knitted, 
knit to join together © [I] She’s got a break in this 
bone, but the ends of the bones will knit without the 
need for surgery. 


knitting needle n[C usually pl] a metal stick 
with a point on the end that is used with another 
one to KNIT 


knob /nab/ n[C] around handle ora small, round 
device for controlling a machine or electrical 
equipment © Turn the knob on the left to start the 
washer. 
knobby /'nab-i/ adj having knobs on the surface, 
or shaped like a knob © knobby knees 
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knock 
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knock MAKE NOISE /nak/ v [I] 1 to repeatedly 
hit something, producing a noise © Someone 1s 
knocking at the door. © Jane knocked on the window 
to attract his attention. 2 If an engine is knocking, 
it makes a repeated noise because of a mechanical 
problem. 
knock /nak/ n[C] © There was a loud knock at the 
door. 
knocker /'nak-ar/ n[C] a metal object attached 
to the outside surface of a door in such a way that 
it can be hit against the door to make a noise, 
getting the attention of those inside 


MOVE /nak/ v [T] to push into something or some- 
one, often forcefully, causing the thing or person 
to move © Alice accidentally knocked the pot off the 
table. © The blast knocked him off his feet. 
knock /nak/ n [C] © He got a nasty knock on the 
head from the side of the pool when he misjudged 
the turn. © (fig.) Joey has had a lot of hard knocks 
(= bad luck). 


CRITICIZE /nak/ v [T] infm! to criticize, esp. unfairly 
© She knocks every suggestion | make. 


IDIOMS with knock 


eknock it off infm! stop doing that © Hey, knock it 
off — I’m tired of hearing you two fight! 

eknock on wood | hope my good luck will con- 
tinue © | never have trouble with my car, knock on 
wood, © USAGE: Used when you think there could 
be difficulties. 


PHRASAL VERBS with knock 


eknock down  something/someone CAUSE TO 
FALL [M] to hit someone or something forcefully 
so that it falls down, or falls to a lower place © Try 
not to knock the fence down when you back out of 
the driveway. 

eknock down something DESTROY [M] 1 to de- 
stroy and remove a building, wall, or other struc- 
ture © The city is going to knock the old train station 
down and build a new library. 2 To knock down a 
system, practice, rule, etc. means to get rid of it: 
He wants to use the WTO to knock down trade 
barriers. 

eknock down something REDUCE [M] to reduce 
the price, amount, or value of something © He 
wanted $300 for the ring, but we got him to knock 
it down to $250. 0 The SEC knocked down their $1.5 
billion penalty to $500,000. 

eknock off (something) STOP to stop working or 
doing something © The carpenter knocked off early 
to take his kid to baseball practice. 

eknock off something REMOVE to remove by 
pushing, hitting, or other forceful action © A low 
branch knocked her off her horse. © One of the side 
mirrors on the truck got knocked off. 

eknock something off (something) REDUCE [M] to 
reduce the price or value of something by a par- 
ticular amount © The manager knocked off ten bucks 
because the dress had a few buttons missing. 
eknock out someone HIT [M] 1 to hit someone so 
that the person becomes unconscious, or to cause 
someone to go to sleep © His fall from the ladder 
knocked him out. © Those sleeping pills knocked me 
out. 2 If something such as a system or piece of 


equipment is knocked out by something else, it 
stops operating: The lightning knocked out our elec- 
tricity. O Related noun: KNOCKOUT BOXING 
eknock out something/someone REMOVE [M] 1 to 
remove something, esp. by hitting it with force © 
Sean fell off his bike and knocked two teeth out. 2A 
person or team that is knocked out of a competi- 
tion is defeated and no longer can take part: A loss 
in today’s game will knock our team out of the 
playoffs. 

e knock over something/someone [M] to hit some- 
thing or someone so that the person falls down © 
Who knocked over the chair? © Cyclists in the race 
have to worry about fans knocking them over. 


knock-down drag-out /‘nak aun ‘drag 
,aut/ adj [not gradable] infm! (of an argument or 
physical fight) lasting a long time and energeti- 
cally fought © We had knock-down drag-out fights, 
but when | really needed him on the big issues, he 
was helpful. 


knockoff /‘nak-2:f/ n[C] infm! a cheaper copy of 
an expensive and popular product © She bought a 
knockoff of a designer suit. 


knockout BOXING /'nak-aut/, abbreviation KO n 
[C] (in boxing) a situation in which a fighter falls 
after being hit and cannot get up in ten seconds 
© He won by a knockout in the tenth round. © Re- 
lated verb: KNOCK OUT HIT 


ATTRACTION /'nak-aut/ n[C] slang a very attractive 
person or thing © She was a real knockout in her 
new dress. 


knoll /noul/ n[C] a small hill with a rounded top 


knot FASTENING /nat/ n[C] a fastening made by 
tying together a piece or pieces of string, rope, 
cloth, etc. © Wrap this string around the package 
and then tie a knot. © (fig.) She’s so nervous, her 
stomach is in knots (= feels tight and uncom- 
fortable). 
knot /nat/ v [I/T] -tt- o [T] He knotted his tie 
carefully. 

GROUP /nat/ n [C] a group of people or things © 
After the game, disappointed knots of people drifted 
away. 

WOOD /nat/ n [C] a hard, dark area on a tree or 
piece of wood where a branch was joined to the 
tree 
knotty /'nat-i/ adj © knotty pine 

MEASUREMENT /nat/ n [C] a measure of speed for 
ships, aircraft, or movements of water and air 


equal to approximately 6076 feet (1.85 kilome- 
ters) an hour 


kMOW HAVEINFORMATION /nou/ v [I/T] past 
simp. knew, past part. known 1 to have information 
In your mind; to be aware of something © [I] 
“Where did he go?” “I don’t know.” © [T] Do you 
know the answer? 0 [T] She knows the name of every 
kid in school. © [+ question word] Do you know how 
to tap dance? © [+ question word] We don’t know 
when he’s arriving. © [+ (that) clause] | knew (that) 
something was wrong from the start. © [+ question 
word] | want to know how much this will cost. 2 If 
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know-it-all 


a oe a 


you know of someone or something, you have ex- 
perience of or information about the person or 
thing: Do you know of a good doctor? 

know /nou/ n Someone who is in the know has 
information about something: Ask Keith — he’s al- 
ways in the know about upcoming projects. 
knowing /'nou-1n/ adj [not gradable] having or 
showing knowledge of private or secret informa- 
tion © My mother gave me a knowing smile. 
knowingly /'nou-1n-li/ adv [not gradable] while 
understanding the meaning of what you are doing 
© Many of them knowingly broke the law. 


WSAGEIAL ie ee cris) 
know or find out? 

If you know something, you already have the 
information. 

Andy knows what time the train leaves. 

Her parents already know about the problem. 
lf you find something out, you learn new in- 
formation for the first time. 

Ill check on the Internet to find out what time 

the train leaves. 

Hteheck-er-thetnternet-te-knew-what-time 

thetrain-leaves. 


HAVE UNDERSTANDING /nou/ v [I/T] past simp. 
knew, past part. known 1 to agree with or under- 
stand the reasons for an action or opinion © [+ 
question word] | don’t know what all the fuss is 
about. O[+ question word] “What a stupid movie!” 
“| know what you mean.” 2 To know what it is (like) 
to be or do something is to understand because 
you have personally experienced it: She knows 
what it’s like to go bankrupt — it happened to her 20 
years ago. 
known /noun/ adj [not gradable] generally un- 
derstood or proven © There is no known reason for 
the accident. © It is a known fact that he started out 
a poor man. © [+ to infinitive] These substances are 
known to cause skin problems. 

BE FAMILIAR WITH /nou/ v[I/T] past simp. knew, past 
part. known to be familiar with a person or place 
© [T] I’ve known Vince since we were in elementary 
school. © [T] She grew up in Hawaii so she knows it 
well. © [T] Knowing Debbie (= from my experience 
of her in the past), she’/l do a good job. 


JUSAGE 8 OOS ae 
meet, get to know, or know? 

When you meet someone, you see or speak to 
them for the first time. When you get te know 


someone, you learn more about them and after 
this you can say that you know them. 


| met Nick in Key West. 

t-knewNiek in Key West: 

We got to know each other and became good 
friends. 

We-knew-each-other-and became friends: 

How long have you known Nick? 

Hew long have-you-get-to-know Nick? 


FEEL CERTAIN /nou/ v [T] past simp. knew, past part. 
known to feel certain about something © | know 
Id enjoy myself if | went. © [+ (that) clause] | know 
(that) | took those library books back. © [+ question 
word] | don’t know whether or not | should go to 
college. 

RECOGNIZE /nou/ v [T] past simp. knew, past part. 
known to recognize someone or something, or to 
recognize the difference between two people or 
things © That’s Pete — I’d know him anywhere. © | 
know a bargain when | see one! 


WORD FAMILY know 


Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs knowingly 


knowledge know 


unknown 


Adjectives knowing 
knowledgeable 
known 


unknown 


unknowingly 
knowledgeably 


IDIOMS with know 


eknow best to have opinions that should be ac- 
cepted and respected by other people © Mom 
knows best when it comes to investing money. 
eknow better (than to do something) to be wise 
enough to behave in a more responsible or ac- 
ceptable way © You know better than to interrupt 
when someone else is talking. 

eknow something like the back of your hand to 
know a place very well © She’ give you the name 
of a place to stay — she knows the area like the back 
of her hand. 

eknow your way around something to be very fa- 
miliar with a place, subject, or system, and there- 
fore be able to act effectively © Those two guys 
really know their way around an engine. 

eknow what you are doing to have the knowl- 
edge or experience that is necessary to do some- 
thing © Don’t worry about me — | know what I’m 
doing! 

¢know what you are talking about to be able to 
speak in an informed way because of your expe- 
rience or education © He doesn’t know what he’s 
talking about — he’s never even been to Alaska. 
eknow where you stand 1 to be certain about 
what someone thinks or feels about you © He didn’t 
even send me a birthday card, so | guess | know 
where | stand. 2 to be certain about what your po- 
sition and responsibilities are in a situation © In the 
old days, the editor was completely in control, and 
we all knew where we stood. 

¢not know the first thing about to know nothing 
about something © | don't know the first thing 
about physics. 

enot know what hit you to be suddenly shocked 
and confused by something © When he said | was 
fired, | didn’t know what hit me. 


know-how pn [U] infm/ knowledge and ability © 
| don’t have the technical know-how to repair a 
computer. 

know-it-all n [C] infm, disapproving people who 
think that they know everything 
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knowledge 


knowledge /‘nal-1d3/ n [U] awareness, under- 
standing, or information that has been obtained 
by experience or study, and that is either in a per- 
son’s mind or possessed by people generally © How 
will we use our increasing scientific knowledge? © A 
lack of knowledge on the part of teachers is a real 
problem. © He has a limited knowledge of French. © 
The owner claims the boat was being used without 
her knowledge. © It was common knowledge that 
Lucy was superstitious about the number 13. 
knowledgeable /'nal-1d3-9-bal/ adj [not grad- 
able] o He’s very knowledgeable about Native Amer- 
ican art. O She's a knowledgeable person. 


knuckle /‘nak-al/ n [C] one of the joints of the 
fingers 


PHRASAL VERBS with knuckle 


e knuckle down infm/ to start working hard © You’re 
going to have to knuckle down and catch up on your 
schoolwork. 

eknuckle under infm/ to give up power or control 
© The other side is not ready to negotiate, but we 
won't knuckle under to their demands. 


KO n[C] pi KOs abbreviation for KNOCKOUT 


koala (bear) /kou'al-a (‘ber, 'bzer)/ n [C] an 
Australian animal like a small bear with gray fur 
which lives in trees and eats leaves 


kook /ku:k/ n [C] infmi a strange or crazy person 
© There’s some kook outside who says he’s your long- 
lost brother. 
kooky /'ku:-ki/ adj infm! © | love her in spite of her 
kooky ways. 


Koran, Quran /ka'reen, -'ran/ n[U] the holy book 
of the Islamic religion © There are many verses in 
the Koran which emphasize that life is sacred. 


kosher /'kou- far/ adj [not gradable] 1 (of food 
or places where food is kept) prepared or kept in 
conditions that follow the rules of Jewish law © ko- 
sher food © a kosher restaurant 2 Kosher can also 
mean acceptable or correct: /t’s kosher for a politi- 
cian to make a fortune when he leaves office, but not 
when he’s in office. 


kowtow /'kau ,tav/ v [I] disapproving to show too 
much respect or obedience © People say he kow- 
towed to the establishment to get elected. 


Kremlin /‘krem-lan/ n [U] the government of 
Russia and (in the past) of the Soviet Union, or the 
buildings where the Russian government meets © 
They provided leaders in the Kremlin with 
information. 


kt. n [C] abbreviation for KARAT 


kudos /‘ku:-das, -dous/ n[U] praise, admiration, 
and fame received for an achievement 0 Women's 
organizations have been getting kudos for their ser- 
vice activities. 


kung fu /kan'fu:/ n [U] a method of fighting 
without weapons that involves using your hands 
and feet 


kW n[C] pi kW abbreviation for KILOWATT 


Kwanzaa, Kwanza /‘'kwan-za/_n [C] an African- 
American cultural celebration lasting from Decem- 
ber 26 to January 1 
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LI 


L LETTER, | /el/ n [C] p/Us, Ls, I’s, Is the twelfth 
letter of the English alphabet 


NUMBER, | /el/ number the ROMAN NUMERAL for 
the number 50 


SIZE /el/ adj [not gradable] abbreviation for LARGE © 
USAGE: Used esp. on clothing to show its size. 


I VOLUME /el/ n [C] pi! abbreviation for LITER 


lab /leb/ n [C] short form of LABORATORY © a re- 
search lab © a lab technician 


label © /‘er-bal/n[C]1a piece of paper or other 
material that gives information about the object it 
is attached to © the address/mailing label © Follow 
the instructions on the label. 2 A label can also mean 
the name or symbol of a company that produces 
goods for sale: Everything we produce goes out un- 
der our own label. 3 A label can also be a name or 
a phrase used to describe the characteristics or 
qualities of people, activities, or things: It’s hard to 
say whether to apply the label “jazz” or “rock” to 
her music. 
label @ /‘ler-bal/ v[T] 1 She labeled all the pack- 
ages and sent them out the same afternoon. 2 To 
label something or someone is also to name that 
thing’s or person’s character: He didn’t want to be 
labeled a complainer, so he didn’t raise any objection 
to the extra work. 


labor © WORK, Can, & labour /'ler-bar/n [U] 1 
practical work, esp. work that involves physical ef- 
fort © The car parts themselves are not expensive — 
it’s the labor that costs so much. 2 Labor also refers 
to the workers themselves, esp. those who do 
practical work with their hands: skilled/unskilled la- 
bor 3 A labor-saving device or method is one that 
saves a lot of effort and time. 
labor ©, Cdn, Brlabour /‘ler-bar/ v [I] to do hard 
physical work © [+ to infinitive] Hours after the ex- 
plosion, rescue teams were still laboring to free those 
trapped. 
laborer, Cdn, 8rlabourer /‘ler-ba-rar/ n[C] a per- 
son who does physical work © a farm/factory 
laborer 
laborious /la'bo:r-i:-as, -‘bour-/ adj needing a 
lot of time and effort © a laborious task 

BIRTH, Cdn, Br labour /‘ler-bar/ n [U] the last stage 
of pregnancy when the muscles of the uterus start 
to push the baby out of the body, usually lasting 
until the baby appears O She went into (= started) 
labor at twelve o’clock last night. 


laboratory /‘leeb-ra ,torr-i, -,tour-/, short formlab 
n[C] a room or building with equipment for doing 
scientific tests or for teaching science, or a place 
where chemicals or medicines are produced © a 
physics laboratory 


labor camp, Can, 8r labour camp n[C] a place 
where people are kept as prisoners and forced to 
do hard physical work 


Labor Day, can, 8r Labour Day n[C usually sing] 
a public holiday that honors workers, and is cele- 
brated in the United States on the first Monday in 
SEPTEMBER 


labor union, Cdn, Br labour union, short form 

union n [C] an organization of workers that pro- 
tects their rights and represents them in discus- 
sions with employers over such matters as pay and 
working conditions 


labyrinth /‘leeb-a-rin@/ n [C] a confusing set of 
connecting passages or paths in which it is easy to 
get lost 


lace MATERIAL /le1s/ n[U] a decorative cloth that 
is made by weaving thin thread into delicate pat- 
terns having small spaces within them © a lace cur- 
tain/handkerchief 
lacy /‘ler-si/ adj © a lacy white blouse 

CORD /lers/ n [C usually pl] a cord used to close a 
shoe or boot; SHOELACE © Your laces are untied. 
lace (up) /lers (ap)/ v [T] © She laced her boots. 


lacerate /‘lzs-9,re1t/ v [T] to cut or tear some- 
thing, esp. flesh o His face and hands were lacerated 
by the flying glass. 
laceration /,las-a'rei-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] Justina 
was treated for a scalp laceration. 


lack /lzk/ n [U] a condition of not having any or 
enough of something, esp. something necessary 
or wanted © a lack of ambition/confidence/knowl- 
edge © a lack of money © She certainly has no lack 
of friends (= She has a lot of friends). 
lack /leek/ v[T] © What we lack in this house is space 
to store things. © He’s totally lacking a sense of hu- 
mor. » Usage: miss or lack? at MISS NOT FIND 


lackadaisical /,lek-a'der-zi-kal/ adj lacking 
enthusiasm and effort © The food wasn’t bad but 
the service was lackadaisical. 


lackluster /‘lek Jlas-tar/ adj lacking energy and 
effort © a lackluster performance 


laconic /la'kan-1k/ adj using very few words to 
express what you mean 0 “/ might, ” was the laconic 
reply. 

lacquer /‘lak-ar/ n [U] a shiny, hard substance 
that is painted on wood or metal to protect its 
surface 


lacrosse /la'kro:s/ n [U] a game played by two 
teams in which the players each use a long stick 
with a net at the end to catch, carry, and throw a 
small ball, and try to get the ball in the other 
team’s goal 


lacteal /'lzk-ti:-al/ n[C] biology a tube that car- 
ries a liquid formed from digested food and that 
has the appearance of milk from the smaller of the 
INTESTINES (= tube through which food travels) 
into the blood 
lacteal /‘laek-ti:-al/ adj [not gradable] relating to, 
producing, or like milk 


lacy /'le1-si/ adj © See at LACE MATERIAL 
lad /lzd/ n [C] dated a boy or young man 


ladder /‘lzd-ar/ n[C] a piece of equipment used 
for climbing up and down, and consisting of two 


d3 jump | j yes | I little | 9m hm | ®n cotton | 4 sing | { shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 4 this | t{ choose | 3 measure 


fovea 


vertical bars joined by a set of horizontal steps © 
(fig.) In only a few years she managed to climb up 
the corporate ladder (= achieve success In the 
business world) to become a vice president. 


laden /‘lerd:@n/ adj carrying or holding a lot of 
something © a table laden with food 


ladies’ room, women’s room n[C] a toilet for 
women in a public building © Compare MEN’S 
ROOM 


ladle /‘letd-@l/ n[C] a big spoon with a long han- 
dle and a deep, cup-shaped part © a soup ladle 
ladle (out) /‘lerd-l (aut)/ v [T] to put liquids or 
food into bowls © She ladled out hot food to the 
homeless. 


lady WOMAN /‘leid-i/ n [C] 1 a woman who is 
polite and behaves well toward other people © Try 
to act like a lady. 2 Lady is often used as a polite 
way of addressing or referring to any woman: This 
lady has a question. O Ladies and gentlemen, may | 
have your attention. 3 Lady can be a form of ad- 
dress, sometimes considered rude, to a woman 
whose name you do not know: Hey, lady, what's 
the rush? 


TITLE /'lerd-i/ n [U] (in some countries) the title of 
a woman who has, or is the wife of a man who 
has, a specially high social rank, or the person her- 
self © Compare LORD TITLE 


ladybug /leid-i: ,bag/ n[C] a small, round, red 
BEETLE (= type of insect) with black spots 


ladylike /‘leid:i:,laik/ adj suitable for a LADY © 
There are some things | won't talk about because it’s 
not ladylike. 


lag /leg/ v [I] -gg- to move or advance so slowly 
that you are behind other people or things 9 John’s 
always lagging behind the others in the class. 
lag /laeg/ n [C/U] a delay in the period of time in 
which events happen © [C] There is often a lag be- 
tween becoming infected and the first signs of the 
illness. 


lagoon /la'gu:n/ n[C] an area of sea water sepa- 
rated from the sea by a SANDBAR (= raised area of 
sand) or REEF (= a line of rocks and sand) 


land 
Ae 


lagoon 


LAGOON 


laid /leid/ past simple, past participle of LAY © He 
laid the book on the table. © USAGE: not standard In 
speech, many people use laid instead of lay as the 
past simple of lie: He laid down and went to sleep. 


laid-back /‘leid'bzk/ adj not tending to get 
anxious about behavior or things that need to be 


done 0 It’s a laid-back company — you can choose 
your own hours and the dress is very casual. 


lain /lein/ past participle of LIE POSITION 


lair /ler, lzr/ n[C] a place where certain kinds of 
wild animals live, often underground and hidden, 
or a place where a person hides © a fox’s lair © a 
thieves’ lair 


laissez-faire, laisser faire /,les ,e1'fer, ,ler,ser-, 
-'faer/ n [U] politics & government an economic 
theory or plan in which a government does not 
have many laws or rules to control the buying and 
selling of goods and services 


laity /‘ler-at-i/ no See at LAY NOT TRAINED 


lake /leik/ n [C] a large area of water that is not 
salty and is surrounded by land © Lake Michigan 


lamb /lam/ n [C/U] a young sheep, or the flesh 
of a young sheep eaten as meat 


lambaste /lzm ‘best, -'bzest/ v [T] to criticize 
someone or something severely © His first novel 
was lambasted by the critics. 


lame UNABLE TO WALK /leim/ adj [-er/-est only] 
not able to walk correctly because of physical in- 
jury or weakness of the legs or feet 


NOT SATISFACTORY /leim/ adj [-er/-est only] (esp. 
of an excuse or argument) weak and not deserving 
to be believed © Saying she'd lost her homework 
was a pretty lame excuse, if you ask me. 


lame duck n[C] a person who still has time to 
serve in an elected position despite not being 
elected again in a recent election, with the result 
that the person has no real power 


lament /la'ment/ v [T] to express sadness and 
regret about something © He lamented his students’ 
lack of interest in the classics. 
lament /la'ment/ n[C] an expression of sadness 
over something, or a complaint © Baker's lament 
was that his schedule kept him away from his family 
too often. 
lamentable /la'ment:9-bal, 'lam-ant:a-/ adj fmi 
regrettable © a lamentable failure of nerve 


laminated /‘lem-a ,neit:ad/ adj [not gradable] 
consisting of several thin layers of wood, plastic, 
glass, etc., stuck together, or covered with a thin 
layer of plastic © laminated plywood ° laminated 
diplomas 


lamp /lemp/ n (C] a device for giving light, esp. 
one with a covering that the light shines through 
or around © a floor lamp 


Pa pense /‘leemp- ferd/ n[C] a covering over 
a light to reduce brightness or to direct the light 


land DRY SURFACE /lznd/ n[U] 1 the surface of 
the earth that is not covered by water © /t is 
cheaper to drill for oil on land than at sea. 2 Land is 
also a particular area of the earth’s surface: They 
just bought 150 acres of land in Idaho. 3 The land 
refers to farms, farming, and the countryside: My 
parents worked (on) the land all their lives. 
NATION /land/ n[C] a country © Ireland was my 
mother’s native land. » Usage: country, land, na- 
tion, or state? at COUNTRY POLITICAL UNIT 
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ARRIVE /lzend/ v [I/T] 1 to arrive or cause some- 
thing to arrive at a place in an aircraft © [I] The pilot 
said we would land in about 20 minutes. 2 To land 
is also to arrive in a boat: [I] We'd been sailing for 
three weeks by the time we landed at Miami. 
landed /'lan-dad/ adj [not gradable] Cdn offi- 
cially living in Canada © a landed immigrant 
landing /‘laen-din/ n[C] © We had a smooth take- 
off and the flight was great, but our landing was a 
bit rough. 


UNLOAD /lznd/ v [T] to unload people or things 
from a ship or aircraft onto the ground © The gen- 
eral’s plan involved landing troops behind enemy 
lines. 

ACHIEVE /laend/ v [T] infm/ to get or achieve some- 
thing desirable © to land a job 


IDIOM with land 


eland on your feet to be in good condition after 
a difficult experience © She lost her job last year, but 
she landed on her feet and found another one a week 
later. 


landfall /‘lznd-fa:\/ n [U] a situation in which 
someone or something reaches land after being at 
sea © Tropical storm Bonnie made landfall on Flor- 
ida’s Panhandle. 


landfill /‘\znd-fil/ n [C/U] a place where gar- 
bage is buried © [U] The shopping center was built 
on landfill. 


landform /‘lzend-fo:rm/ n [C] earth science a 
natural shape on the earth’s surface, such as a 
mountain or a valley 


landing /‘len-din/ n [C] a floor between two 
sets of stairs or at the top of a set of stairs O There 
is another bathroom on the landing between the first 
and second floors. 


landlocked /‘lend-lakt, 'lan-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] surrounded by land and having no coast 


landlord /‘lznd-lo:rd/, female landlady /'laend 
ilerd-i/ n [C] a person who owns a building or an 
area of land and is paid by other people for the 
use of it © Heather’s landlord actually lowered her 
rent when she said she might move out. 


landmark PLACE /‘lznd-mark/ n[C] 1 a build- 
ing or place that is easily recognized, esp. one that 

* you can use to judge where you are © | couldn't 
pick out any familiar landmarks in the dark and got 
completely lost. 2 A landmark is also a building or 
other structure that is considered especially im- 
portant as an example of its type: a landmark 
skyscraper 

STAGE /'lzend-mark/ n[C] an important stage in the 
development of something © The invention of the 
silicon chip is a landmark in the history of technology. 


land mine n [C] a bomb that is hidden in the 
ground and that explodes when a person steps on 
it or a vehicle drives over it 


landowner /‘lzn dou-nar/ n[C] someone who 
owns land, often a lot of land 


landscape COUNTRYSIDE /‘lznd-skerp/ n [C] 
1 a large area of countryside, usually one without 


many buildings or other things that are not natural 
2 A landscape is also a view or picture of the 
countryside: She collects early twentieth century 
landscapes. 


AREA FEATURES /'lzend-skerp/ n [C] earth science 
the shape of the land and related features in a par- 
ticular area O a desert landscape 


CHANGE APPEARANCE /‘land:skerp/ v [T] to 
change the appearance of an area of land, esp. by 
planting trees, flowers, and other plants © The park 
was beautifully landscaped. 


landslide FALLING EARTH /'lznd-slaid/ n [C] 
earth science a mass of rock and earth falling un- 
expectedly down a steep slope 


ELECTION VICTORY /'lzend-slard/ n[C] the winning 
of an election with an extremely large number of 
votes © a landslide victory © The senator won by a 
landslide last year. 


lane PATH /lein/ n [C] 1 one of two or more 
marked paths in a road to keep vehicles traveling 
in the same direction a safe distance apart © That 
section of Interstate 95 is a four-lane highway, with 
two northbound lanes and two southbound lanes. 2 
A lane in a running track or swimming pool is a 
narrow section marked to keep the competitors 
apart. 


ROAD /lein/ n [C] a narrow road, esp. in the 
countryside or in a small town 


language /‘leen-gwid3, -wid3/ n [C/U] 1 a sys- 
tem of communication by speaking, writing, or 
making signs in a way that can be understood, or 
any of the different systems of communication 
used in particular regions © [C] the English lan- 
guage © [C] American Sign Language © [C] He 
speaks six foreign languages. © [U] Her language 
skills are excellent. 2 Language is also a particular 
type of expression: [U] beautiful language © [U] foul 
language (= offensive words) 3 In computer pro- 
gramming, a language is a system of writing in- 
structions for computers. 


languid /'lzn-gwad/ adj lacking energy, or caus- 
ing a lack of energy or enthusiasm © He sat on the 
porch enjoying the delicious, languid warmth of a 
summer afternoon. 


languish /‘lan-gwiJ/ v [I] to exist in an unpleas- 
ant or unwanted situation, often for a long time © 
Members of Congress have introduced plans, but 
those have languished. 


lanky /'leen:ki/ adj [-er/-est only] tall and thin and 
often tending to move awkwardly as a result O He 
shifted his lanky body uncomfortably in the cramped 
airplane seat. 


lantern /‘lent-arn/ n [C] a light enclosed in a 
container that has a handle for holding it or hang- 
ing it up, or the container itself 


ie LEGS /lzp/ n[C usually sing] the top surface 

of the upper part of the legs of a person who is 
sitting down © Come and sit on my lap and I'll read 
you a story. 

HIT GENTLY /lzep/ v [I/T] -pp- (of waves) to hit 
something gently, producing low sounds ©'[I/T] 
Waves lapped (at) the shore. 
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RACING /lzp/ n [C] one complete trip around a 
race track or from one end of a swimming pool to 
the other © Each lap of the track is 400 meters. 


PHRASAL VERB with lap 


elap up something [M] to buy, listen to, or do 
something very enthusiastically © Young people 
there are lapping up just about everything to do with 
pop culture from Japan. 


lapel /la'pel/ n[C] a strip of cloth that is attached 
to the collar and front opening of a jacket or similar 
piece of clothing and is folded back over it © wide 
lapels 


lapse FAILURE /laps/ n[C] a failure to do some- 
thing that happens as a particular event at a par- 
ticular time © a memory lapse © She had a 
momentary lapse in concentration and lost the 
game. 


PERIOD /lzps/ n[U] a period of time after an event 
or between two events © Owing to the lapse of time 
since the crimes, none of the original witnesses could 
be found. 


END /lzps/ v [I] to end something, either inten- 
tionally or accidentally, that might be continued 
or that should continue © / must have let my sub- 
scription lapse, because | haven't received any issues 
of the magazine in months. 


PHRASAL VERB with lapse 


elapse into something 1 to change to a less active 
state O The 84-year-old has lapsed into a coma. 2 
Someone who lapses into something chooses to 
do something that is easier: He had difficulty with 
English and often lapsed into his native German. 


laptop (computer) /‘lep-tap (kam 'pju:t- 
or)/ n [C] a computer small and light enough to 
be carried around © /f | had a laptop, | could work 
on the train. 


larceny /'lar-sa-ni/ n [C/U] law the crime of tak- 
ing something that does not belong to you, but 
not in a way that involves force or the threat of 
force © [U] As a pickpocket, he was charged with 
larceny. 


lard /lard/ n [U] a soft, white, creamy substance 
made from the fat of pigs and used in cooking and 
baking 


large /lard3/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 of more than a 
typical or average size or amount © They have a 
large house in the suburbs. © This apartment is much 
larger than our last one. © It was the largest bug | 
had ever seen. © This computer stores large amounts 
of data. © I’d like a large soda. 2 \f something is true 
in large part or in large measure, it is true to a 
great degree © The rebirth of interest in cycling in 
this country was, in large part, a result of Lance Arm- 
strong’s success. 3 Large (abbreviation L) is a size of 
clothing or other product that is bigger than av- 
erage: The shirt is available in small, medium, and 
large (sizes). © Opposite: SMALL 


WORD FAMILY large 
Nouns 


enlargement 


Adjectives large 
enlarged 


Verbs enlarge 
Adverbs largely 


IDIOMS with large 


eat large 1 generally © Society at large will benefit 
from this. 2 A person who is at large is not in 
prison: The escaped prisoners are still at large. 

e by and large when everything about a situation 
is considered together © There are a few things that 
! don't like about my job, but by and large it’s very 
enjoyable. 

elarger than life more obvious than usual © His 
superhuman strength gives the story a larger-than- 
life quality, like a fable. 


largely /‘lard3-li/ adv [not gradable] to a great 
degree, or generally © My advice was largely ig- 
nored. © His early novels went largely unnoticed. 


large-scale adj involving many people or 
things, or happening over a large area © We must 
improve our response to large-scale natural disasters. 


lark BIRD /lark/ n [C] a small, brown bird with a 
pleasant song 

ACTIVITY /lark/ n[C] an activity done for enjoyment 
or amusement © He started hang-gliding years ago 
as a lark. 


larva /"lar-va/ n[C] pi larvae a young insect that 
has left its egg but has not yet developed wings, 
or the young of some animals 


laryngitis /lzr-an'‘dzait-as/ n [U] an infection 
of the LARYNX, which often makes speaking pain- 
ful © Carol's flu developed into laryngitis. 


larynx /‘leer-19ks/ n [C] p/larynxes, larynges an 
organ in the throat which contains the VOCAL 
CORDS (= tissue that moves to produce the voice) 
© Changes in a teen’s body cause the larynx to grow 
larger. 


lasagna, lasagne /la'zan-j9/ n [U] a dish consist- 
ing of layers of thin, wide pasta combined with 
cheese, TOMATO sauce, and sometimes meat 


lascivious /la'siv-i:-as/ adj esp. disapproving feel- 
ing or expressing strong sexual desire © lascivious 
behavior 


laser /‘ler-zar/ n [C] physics a device that pro- 
duces a powerful, highly controlled, narrow beam 
of light © a laser beam © Doctors destroyed the tu- 
mor with a laser. 


lash HIT /leJ/ v[I/T] to hit someone or something 
with a lot of force, esp. using a stick or leather strip, 
or to move forcefully against something © [T] The 
men lashed their horses into a run. © [I] Ice storms 
lashed across the state. 
lash /leef/ n[C] a thin strip of leather, or the act 
of hitting someone with such a strip 


TIE /lej/ v [T always + adv/prep] to tie or fasten 
together tightly and firmly © Lash the boat to the 
rail. 


HAIR /lzeJ/ n [C] an EYELASH © She has enormous 
wide-set eyes with thick lashes. 


lasso /'les-ou, -u:/n [C] p/lassos, lassoes a long 
rope with one end tied in a circle that can be tight- 
ened, used for catching horses and cattle 
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latent heat 
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lasso /'les-ou, le'su:/ v[T] lassoes, pres. part. las- 
soing, past lassoed © The terrified pony was finally 
lassoed (= caught). 


last FINAL /lzest/ n [U] the person or thing after 
everyone or everything else © Heather was the last 
to go to bed and the first to get up. 

last /lzst/ adj, adv [not gradable] © In math tests, 
American students came in last (= ranked the low- 
est). O He was last in line for tickets. © Our house is 
the last one on the left. 0 Despite recent wins, the 
team is still in last place (= lowest in rank among it 
competitors). 

last /‘leest/, lastly /‘lest-li/ adv [not gradable] (in 
ending a set of items or a series of thoughts) finally 
© The men begin the dance, then the women enter, 
and last, the children join in. 


NO MORE /lzst/ n [U] the only one or part that is 
left © Mark ate the last of the ice cream. 
last /laest/ adj [not gradable] © | need to borrow 
some money — I’m down to my last dollar. 


MOST RECENT /lzest/ n [U] the most recent, or the 
one before the present one © We had lunch to- 
gether the week/month before last (= two weeks/ 
months ago). © The last we heard, she was teaching 
English overseas. © Each of her novels seems better 
than the last. 
last /leest/ adj, adv [not gradable] © last night/ 
week/month/year O last spring/summer/fall/winterO 
These last five years have been very difficult for him. 
© Kristal said in her last letter that she might come 
to visit. 0 When was the last time you went to the 
movies? O We last saw Grandma in 1994, 


NOT DESIRABLE /lzst/ adj [not gradable] being the 
least desirable or least likely 0 Traveling across the 
country with two small children is the last thing | 
want to do. 


CONTINUE /lzst/ v 1 to continue for a period of 
time, or to continue to exist © [I] The tour lasts 
about an hour. © [|] She’s into soccer at the moment, 
but it won’t last. 2 To last is also to continue in a 
situation although it is difficult: [L] Her previous sec- 
retary only lasted a month. 3 To last is also to con- 
tinue to work well or stay in good condition: [I] /’d 
rather pay a little more and buy clothing that’s going 
to last. 
lasting /'les-tin/ adj continuing to exist or have 
an effect for a long time © These poems have won 
him a lasting reputation as Puerto Rico’s finest love 
poet. 


IDIOMS with last 


ehave the last laugh, get the last laugh to suc- 
ceed when others thought you would not © She 
was fired from the company last year, but she had 
the last laugh when she was hired by their main rival 
at twice the salary. 

elast but not least important, despite being men- 
tioned at the end © | would like to thank my pub- 
lisher, my editor, and last but not least, my husband 
for his encouragement during the writing of my book. 
elast resort the only choice that remains after all 
others have been tried © As a /ast resort, we could 
ask your mother to help. 

¢on its last legs weak or in very bad condition 0 
My car is on its last legs, but I'll drive it until it won't 
go any farther. 


ethe last minute the latest possible opportunity 
for doing something © He always leaves his home- 
work until the last minute. © At the last minute, we 
found our tickets. 

the last word in something the best or most mod- 
ern example of something © In the 1970s, the mag- 
azine was considered the last word in humor by most 


young people. 


last-ditch aqj [not gradable] happening or tried 
at the final opportunity, before it is too late 0 In a 
last-ditch attempt to win the election, he promised 
sweeping tax cuts. 


last mame n [C] your family name, which in 
English comes after other names you are given: His 
first name is Julio, but | can’t remember his last 
name. O Compare FIRST NAME; MIDDLE NAME 


last quarter n [(C] a HALF MOON 


latch /let{/ n[C] a fastening device for a door or 
ate 
atch /lat{/ v[I/T] 0 [T] Make sure the cabinet door 
is latched so the cat can’t get in. 


PHRASAL VERB with latch 


elatch onto something infml 1 (esp. of living 
things) to become firmly attached to someone or 
something © Antibodies latch onto proteins on the 
surfaces of the virus. 2 Someone who latches onto 
an idea accepts it with enthusiasm: In 1991, the 
company latched onto the idea of using its software 
to drive video-arcade games. 


late NEAR THE END /leit/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] 
(happening or being) near the end of a period or 
in the recent past © / expect him home late this af- 
ternoon. © I’d better get going — | had no idea it was 
so late! © [+ to infinitive] It’s too late to call now. o 
| think Jody’s in her late twenties. © He is a celebrated 
painter of the late 19th century. © See also: LATEST 
© Compare EARLY 
lately /‘lert-li/ adv [not gradable] recently 0 My 
wife hasn't been feeling well lately. 

AFTER /leit/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] (happening or 
arriving) after the planned, expected, usual, or 
necessary time © Sorry I’m late - | was caught in 
traffic. © Youll be later than you already are if you 
don't hurry up. © This is the latest she’s ever worked. 
O Summer came late this year (= The weather be- 
came warm after the usual time). © /t’s too late to 
do anything about it now. © See also: LATEST 0 Com- 

are EARLY 
ateness /'leit-nas/ n [U] 0 My boss doesn’t tol- 
erate lateness. 

DEAD /leit/ adj [not gradable] no longer alive, esp. 
having recently died © She gave her late husband’s 
clothes to charity. 


latecomer /‘leit .kam-ar/ n [C] a person who 
arrives late O Latecomers will not be admitted until 
intermission. 


latent /‘leit-®nt/ adj [not gradable] present, but 
not yet active, developed, or obvious © Latent eth- 
nic tensions exploded into the open yesterday. 


latent heat n [U] physics the heat that is ab- 
sorbed or released by a substance when it changes 
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form, for example, from a liquid to a gas, while the 
temperature of the substance stays the same 


later NEAR THE END /‘lert-ar/ adv comparative of 
LATE NEAR THE END © He was successful later in his 
career. 

AFTER /‘leit-or/ adv after the present, expected, or 
usual time; comparative of LATE AFTER © She said she 
would speak to me later. 0 Why don’t you call back 
later on, when he’s sure to be here? 


lateral /‘let-9-ral/ adj [not gradable] relating to 
the sides of an object or to sideways movement © 
The bird spread its wings for lateral stability. 


latest /‘lert-ast/ adj [not gradable] newest, most 
recent, or most modern © Did you see her latest 
movie? 
latest /'lert-ost/ n [U] the most recent news © 
Have you heard the latest about Celine and 
Michael? 


latex /‘ler-teks/ n [U] a white liquid produced by 
particular plants, esp. rubber trees, or an artificial 
substance similar to this, used esp. in paint, glue, 
and cloth © latex paint © latex gloves 


lather /'lz8-ar/ n[U] a mass of small white bub- 
bles produced esp. when soap is mixed with water 
lather /'laeé-ar/ v [I/T] © [I] | lathered and shaved 
quickly. 


Latina /lz'ti:-no/ n [C] pi Latinas a woman who 
lives in the US whose family is from Latin America, 
or a woman who lives in Latin America © a Latina 
activist © He appointed a Latina to the education 
committee. 


Latin American /‘let-2n-9'mer-a-kan, -'meer-/, 
Latin /‘lzt-9n/ n [C] a person of or coming from 
South America, Central America, or Mexico 
Latin American /‘let-®n-9'mer-a-kan, -'mzr-/ 
adj [not gradable] © Latin American coffee producers 
will be hurt by the embargo. 


Latino /le 'ti:-nou/ n[C] p/Latinos a person who 
lives in the US whose family is from Latin America, 
or a person who lives in Latin America © a Latino 
leader © Small farming towns that were largely Anglo 
for more than 100 years are now as much as 98 
percent Latino. 


latitude DISTANCE /‘lzt-o,tu:d/ n [C/U] the 
distance north or south of the equator measured 
from 0° to 90° © Compare LONGITUDE » Picture: 
earth 
latitudinal /lzt-9'tu:d-*n-al/ adj [not gradable] 
earth science 

FREEDOM /'‘let-9,tu:d/ n [U] freedom to behave, 
act, or think in the way you want to © Judges now 
have considerable latitude in sentencing. 


latrine /lo'trizn/ n [C] a toilet, esp. a simple one 
such as a hole in the ground, used in a military 
area or when CAMPING (= living in a tent for a short 
period) 


latter SECOND /‘let-ar/ n [U] fmi the second of 
two people, things, or groups previously men- 
tioned © He directed “The Wizard of Oz” and “Gone 


with the Wind,” receiving an Oscar for the latter. © 
Compare FORMER FIRST 


END /'lzet-ar/ adj [not gradable] near or toward the 
end of something © He was in the news during the 
latter part of the Watergate scandal. 


latter-day adj [not gradable] 1 being a new or 
recent form of a person or thing from the past © 
He acts like a latter-day cowboy armed with ideas. 2 
Latter-day can also mean of the present time: To 
many journalists, his stand against the newspaper 
made him a latter-day hero. 


laud /lo:d/ v [7] fm to praise someone or some- 
thing © The president lauded the rise of market econ- 
omies around the world. 
laudable /'lo:d-a-bal/ adj fm!o Recycling is a laud- 
able activity. 


laudatory /'lo:d-9,toir-i, -,tour-i/ adj fml ex- 
pressing praise © Patients speak of Dr. Goertzen in 
laudatory terms. 


laugh /lef/v [I] 1 to make the sounds and move- 
ments of the face and body that express happiness 
or amusement, or that sometimes express ridicule 
or anxiety © The audience just laughed and laughed. 
© That guy always makes me laugh. © When I made 
a face at Drew, he laughed out loud. © We were 
laughing at the clown. 2 Sometimes when you 
laugh at someone, you are ridiculing that person: 
! don’t want to be laughed at by my classmates. 
laugh /leef/ n [Cj 1 Holly has a very strange laugh 
— it sounds like she’s screaming. 2 infml A laugh is 
also an amusing or ridiculous situation or person: 
You should have seen Sean trying to stay on the 
skateboard — what a laugh! 
laughable /‘lef-a-bal/ adj amusing or ridiculous 
© The movie was so far from accurate that it was 
laughable. 
WORD FAMILY laugh 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


laugh 
laughter 


laugh 


laughably 
Adjectives laughable 


WORD CHOICES 


If someone laughs quietly, the verb chuckle is 
sometimes used. 

She was chuckling as she read the letter. 

The verb giggle is often used when someone 
laughs in a quiet childish way, often at some- 
thing silly or rude, or because he or she is 
nervous. 

The girls were giggling at the back of the 

classroom. 
If someone laughs in a childish and unkind 
way, you can use the word snicker. 

They snickered at what she was wearing. 
Chortle can be used when someone laughs be- 
cause of being pleased, especially at someone 
else’s bad luck. 

She chortled with glee at the news. 

The phrasal verb crack up or the phrase burst 
out laughing can be used when someone sud- 
denly starts laughing. 

| just cracked up when | saw him in that 

ridiculous hat. 
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ee 


! fell over the chair and everyone burst out 
laughing. 
If someone is laughing so much that he or she 
cannot stop, in informal situations you can use 
the phrase in stitches. 
His jokes had us all in stitches. 


PHRASAL VERB with laugh 


elaugh off something [M] to pretend that some- 
thing is less serious than it is © The coach laughed 
off the idea that his team wasn't ready to play. © She 
didn’t get into the school she wanted, but she 
seemed to be able to laugh it off. 


laughingstock /‘\zf-1p stak/ nC] a person or 
group that is ridiculed © This team has become the 
laughingstock of the league. 


laughter /‘lef-tar/ n [U] the act or sound of 
laughing © Laughter from the living room kept me 
awake past midnight. 


launch senD /lointf, lantf/ v [T] to send some- 
thing out, esp. a vehicle into space or a ship onto 
water © On the last shuttle mission, the crew 
launched a communications satellite. 
launch /lo:ntf, lant{/ n [C] © The launch of the 
space shuttle was delayed by bad weather. 

BEGIN /lo:ntJ, lantJ/ v [I/T] to begin, or to introduce 
a new plan or product © [T] We're planning to 
launch a new Internet services company next month. 
O [] always + adv/prep] He launched into a verbal 
attack on her handling of the finances. 
launch /lo:nt{, lant{/ n (C usually sing] © Frank 
went to the launch (= introduction) of Hibichu’s new 
flat-screen TV. 

BOAT /lo:ntf, lant{/ n [C] a large, open or partly 
enclosed motor boat 


launch pad, launching pad n[C] a special area 
from which ROCKETS or MISSILES are sent up into 
the air 


launder WASH CLOTHES /'lo:n-der, ‘lan-/ v[I/T] 
fmi to clean clothes or other cloth items by washing 
them © [T] The sweater should be laundered by hand 
or dry-cleaned. 

MOVE MONEY /'lo:n-der, ‘lan-/ v [T] to move 
money which has been obtained illegally through 
banks and other businesses to make it seem to 
have been obtained legally 


Laundromat /‘loin-dra meet, 'lan-/ n[C] trade- 
mark a place where the public may wash and dry 
their clothes in machines that operate when coins 
are put in them 


laundry /‘ls:n-dri, 'lan-/ n [C/U] 1 clothing, bed 
sheets, etc., that have been or need to be washed 
O [U] piles of dirty laundry 2 A laundry is also aroom 
in a house where clothes, etc., are washed, or a 
business that washes clothes, etc., for customers. 


laundry list n[C] along list of things © There’s 
a whole laundry list of things to do. 


laureate /'lo:r-i:-at, 'lar-/ n[C] a person who has 
been given an important job or a prize because of 


an achievement in a particular subject © a Nobel 
laureate 


laurel /‘ls:r-al, ‘lar-/ n [C/U] a small evergreen 
tree that has shiny, dark green leaves and black 
BERRIES (= small round fruit) 


lava /‘lav-a, 'lav-a/ n[U] earth science hot liquid 
rock that comes out of a VOLCANO, or the solid 
rock formed when liquid rock cools 


lavatory /‘lev-o,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ n [C] a room 
equipped with a toilet and sink © The lavatories will 
be out of service for the rest of the flight. 


lavender PLANT /'lev-an-dar/ n [U] a plant 
with very thin, gray-green leaves and small, pale 
purple flowers that has a pleasant smell, or its dried 
flowers and stems which are sometimes kept with 
sheets and clothes to make them smell pleasant 

COLOR /'lzv-an-dar/ adj, n [U] (of) a pale purple 
color © a lavender shirt 


lavish /‘lzev-1{/ adj spending, giving, or using 
more than is necessary or reasonable; more than 
enough © The team has the most lavish training fa- 
cility in the league. 
lavishly /‘leev-1f-li/ adv © They live in a lavishly 
furnished apartment overlooking Central Park. 


PHRASAL VERB with lavish 


elavish something on someone/something to give 
a lot or too much of something to someone or 
something © She lavishes more attention on that 
dog than she does on her children. 


law RULE /I>:/ 7 [C/U] 1 a rule made by a gov- 
ernment that states how people may and may not 
behave in society and in business, and that often 
orders particular punishments if they do not obey, 
or a system of such rules © [U] civil/criminal law © 
[U] federal/state law © [C] We have a law in this state 
that drivers must wear seatbelts. © [U] She’s studying 
law at Georgetown University. © [U] Playing loud mu- 
sic late at night is against the law. 2 The law is also 
the police: [U] He got in trouble with the law as a 
young man. 3 Law and order is the condition of a 
society in which laws are obeyed, and social life 
and business go on in an organized way. 4 Law 
enforcement is the government activity of keeping 
the public peace and causing laws to be obeyed: 
Several law enforcement officers were sent to Mexico 
to bring the prisoner back. 
lawful /'lo:-fal/ adj [not gradable] permitted by 
law; legal © The judge concluded that the search of 
the house had been lawtul. 
lawless /'lo:-las/ adj [not gradable] not permitted 
by law or not obeying the law; illegal © The territory 
was once speckled with ranches and lawless towns. 


PRINCIPLE /l>:/ n [C] a general rule that states what 
always happens when the same conditions exist © 
the laws of physics 


WORD FAMILY law 


Nouns — law 
lawyer 


Adjectives lawful 
lawless 
unlawful 


outlaw 


outlaw 


lawfully 
unlawfully 


Adverbs Verbs 
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law-abiding adj obeying and respecting the 
law © a law-abiding citizen 


lawbreaker /'lo: ,brer-kar/ n [C] a person who 
does not obey the law, esp. intentionally and often 


lawmaker /'ls: mer-kar/ n [C] someone, such 
as a politician, who is responsible for making and 
changing laws 


lawn /lo:n, lan/ n[C] an area of grass, esp. near 
a house or in a park, which is cut regularly to keep 
it short 


lawnmower /'lo:n mou-ar, ‘lan-/ n [C] a ma- 
chine used for cutting grass 


lawsuit /'lo:-su:t/ n[C] a disagreement between 
people or organizations that is brought to a court 
of law for a decision © The lawsuit is aimed at pro- 
tecting this species of salamander. 


lawyer /'lot-ar, 'lo:-jar/ n[C] someone whose job 
is to give advice to people about the law and speak 
for them in court © Following his arrest, he de- 
manded to see his lawyer before making any 
statement. 


USAGE . at 
lawyer, counsel, or attorney? 


Lawyer is the most general and common of 
these words. Attorney is slightly more formal 
but has the same meaning; it is used in some 
Official titles, like attorney general and district 
attorney. Counsel refers to one or more law- 
yers who are representing a person in a court, 
legal case, or trial. 


lax /laks/ adj lacking care, attention, or control; 
not severe or strong enough © Security at the air- 
port seemed lax. 
laxity /‘lak-sat-i/, laxness /‘laek-snas/ n[U] © Lax- 
ity in enforcing safety regulations can cost lives. 


laxative /‘lak-sat-1v/ n [C] a substance that 
helps a person excrete the contents of the bowels 


lay PUT DOWN /le1/ v [T] past laid 1 to put some- 
thing down, esp. into a flat or horizontal position 
© He laid his coat on a chair. O She laid the baby 
(down) in her crib. 2 To lay is also to put down in 
a careful or systematic way for a particular pur- 
pose: We’re having a new carpet laid in the hall next 
week. O Compare LIE POSITION 


CONFUSABLES sg fi 
lay or lie? 
Be careful not to confuse these verbs. 
Lay means “put down carefully” or “put down 
flat.” This verb always has an object after it. 
Laying is the present participle. Laid is the sim- 
ple past and the past participle. 

She laid the papers on the desk. 
Lie means “be in a horizontal position” or “be 
in a particular place.” This verb is irregular and 
is never followed by an object. Lying is the 


present participle. Lay is the past simple and 
lain is the past participle. 


The papers were lying on the desk. 

Th : 

| lay down and went to sleep. 

Haid-dewn-and-went-te-steep: 
The regular verb lie means “not tell the truth.” 
Lying is the present participle. Lied is the past 
simple and the past participle. 

He lied to me about his age. 


PREPARE /ler/ v [T] past laid to prepare something 
© The initial negotiations laid the groundwork for 
more detailed talks later on. 


NOT TRAINED /le1/ adj [not gradable] not trained 
in or not having a detailed knowledge of a partic- 
ular subject © To a lay audience, the mathematics 
would be difficult. 
laity /'‘ler-at-i/ n [U] the ordinary people who are 
involved with a church but who do not hold official 
religious positions © The clergy and the laity are 
both participating in the program. 

PRODUCE EGGS /le1/ v [I/T] past laid (of an animal 
or bird) to produce eggs from out of its body 


RISK /le1/ v [T] past laid to risk something on the 
result of an event © I'l! lay odds (= risk money) that 
she won't show up. 


EXPRESS /let/ v [T] past laid to put or express O He 
laid emphasis on the fact that he had never been 
found guilty of a crime. O She’s trying to lay the 
blame on someone else (= blame someone else). 


LIE /let/ past simple of LIE POSITION 
IDIOMS with lay 


elay a finger on someone, lay a hand on someone 
to touch someone as a threat © /f you lay a finger 
on her, you'll live to regret it! 

elay down your life to die © | hope you will never 
be asked to lay down your lives for your principles. 
elay down the law to tell people what they must 
do, without caring about their opinions © Some 
parents talk things through with their kids instead of 
simply laying down the law. 

elay someone to rest to bury someone © She was 
laid to rest in Mt. Zion Cemetery. 

elay something to rest to remove or end some- 
thing © | hope the information | have given you has 
laid your fears to rest. 


PHRASAL VERBS with lay 


elay down something STOP USING [M] to put 
away or stop using something © Lay down your 
weapons and surrender. 

elay down something STATE to state something 
plainly esp. as an official rule © The coach laid down 
the rules from the first day of practice. 

elay in something [M] to obtain and store some- 
thing for later use 0 We’d better lay in plenty of food 
for the winter months. 

elay into someone infml to attack someone physi- 
cally or with words © The critics laid into her for a 
weak and lackluster performance. 

slay off someone NOT EMPLOY [M] to stop em- 
ploying a worker, esp. for reasons that have noth- 
Ing to do with the worker’s performance © She was 
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539 


lead 


laid off along with many others when the company 
moved to California. © Related noun: LAYOFF 

elay off (Something/someone) STOP infmi to stop 
using or dealing with something, or to stop criti- 
cizing someone © You’re going to have to lay off salt. 
elay someone open to put someone in a position 
where there is risk or danger, esp. of criticism © 
The Senator's remarks were unkind and laid him 
open to criticism. 

elay out something ARRANGE [M] to arrange ina 
pattern or design; to plan something by showing 
how its parts fit together © The designer laid out the 
book with pictures on every page. © Related noun: 
LAYOUT 

elay out something SPEND to spend money, esp. 
if it seems like a large amount © He has Iaid out 
$40,000 to fund Little League teams in California. 
elay up someone [M] to force someone to stay in 
bed © She’s been laid up with the flu for a week. 


layer © /‘let-ar/ n[C] a thin sheet of a substance 
on top of a surface, or a level of material that is 
different from the material on either side © We put 
on two layers of paint. © The road was built up with 
layers of crushed stone and asphalt. 
layer © /'let-ar/ v [T] to arrange something in 
layers © Layer the pasta with slices of tomato. 
layered @ /‘let-ard/ adj 


layman /‘let-man/, layperson /‘ler ,p3r-san/, lay- 
woman /‘ler-wom-an/ n[C] 1a person who is not 
trained in or does not have a detailed knowledge 
of a particular subject © The book is supposed to be 
the layman’s guide to home repair. 2 A layman or 
layperson is also a member of a religion who is not 
a member of the CLERGY. 


layoff /‘lei-2:f/ n [C usually pl] an act of ending 
a worker's job, esp. when the worker has done 
nothing wrong © Executives say no layoffs are ex- 
pected as a result of the merger. © Related verb: LAY 
OFF NOT EMPLOY 


layout /‘ler-aut/ n [C] the way something is de- 
signed or arranged © His house has three bedrooms 
and ours has four, but otherwise the layout is much 
the same. © Each article in the journal has its own 
typeface and layout. © Related verb: LAY OUT 
ARRANGE 


layover /‘let ,ou-var/ n[C] a short stay at a place 
in the middle of a trip © We had a three-hour layover 
in San Francisco and had to change planes on the 
way to Hawaii. 


lazy /'le1-zi/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 not willing or not 
wanting to work or use effort to do something © 
If you weren’t so lazy we could start fixing up the 
house. 2 If you describe an activity as lazy, you 
mean that it is slow and gentle, or does not involve 
much effort: a lazy breeze © We spent a lazy after- 
noon sunbathing on the beach. 
laziness /‘ler-zi:-nas/ n(U] 


WORD FAMILY lazy 


Nouns laziness Adverbs lazily 


Adjectives lazy 


a  . 


WORD CHOICES Jazy 
If someone is lazy for a period of time because 
of being tired and lacking in energy, the adjec- 
tive lethargic can be used. 
! felt very lethargic after such a big lunch. 
You can say that someone who shows no in- 
terest in things is indolent. 
Some of my classmates are indolent in their 
health habits. 
Someone who watches a lot of television and 
does not do much else can be described as a 
couch potato in informal English. 
! was turning into a couch potato, watching 
TV and eating snacks all day. 


Ib. n[C] pilb., Ibs. abbreviation for POUND WEIGHT 


LCD n[C] abbreviation for 1 liquid crystal display (= 
a way of showing numbers or images on electronic 
devices using a liquid that reflects light when it 
receives an electric current) 2 An LCD is also the 
screen that shows the numbers or images: With 
LCD monitors, the entire screen area is viewable. 


leach /li:t{/ v [I/T] (of a substance) to come out 
of or be removed from another substance, esp. 
dirt, by passing water through it 


lead CONTROL /li:d/ v [T] past led to manage or 
control a group of people; to be the person who 
makes decisions that other people choose to fol- 
low or obey © His sister is leading an effort to change 
this law. © I’ve asked George to lead the discussion. 
lead /li:d/ n [C] © Who will play the lead (= be the 
main actor) in the show? 
leader /'li:d-ar/ n [C] a person who manages or 
controls other people, esp. because of his or her 
ability or position © a business/financial/political 
leader 
leadership /‘li:d-ar,fip/ n [U] 1 the quality or 
ability that makes a person a leader, or the position 
of being a leader © The company was extremely suc- 
cessful under Murphy's leadership. 2 Leadership is 
also the people who are in charge of a government 
or group: the Democratic leadership in Congress 

SHOW WAY /li:d/ v [I/T] past led 1 to show the way 
to someone or something, esp. by going first © [T] 
She led the children along the path out of the forest. 
© [T] That research group leads the way in the de- 
velopment of new software. © [T] Just follow the signs 
and they will lead you to the exit. 2 If something 
such as a road or sign leads somewhere, it goes 
toward something else or shows you how to get 
to a particular place: [I] A flight of narrow stairs 
leads to the kitchen. 
lead /li:d/ n[C] a piece of information that allows 
a discovery to be made or a solution to be found 
© The lead the detectives were following led to several 
arrests. 


CAUSE /li:d/ v [I/T] past led to prepare the way for 
something to happen; cause © [I] Ten years of sci- 
entific research led to the development of the new 
drug. © [T] Discussions with lawyers led him to be- 
lieve that the company would not sue him. 
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lead poisoning 


lead potsoning 


BE FIRST /li:d/ v[I/T] past led (esp. in sports or other 
competitions) to be in front, be first, or be winning 
© [I/T] With only three minutes to go in the football 

ame, New Orleans led (Dallas), 24 to Ze 
ead /li:d/ n [U] 1 She took the lead (= went in 
front) with ten meters to go in the race. 2 A lead is 
also the amount or distance by which someone Is 
in front: After five games, she was still ahead by a 
point in the chess tournament, but her lead was 
shrinking. 
leader /'lizd-ar/ n[C] someone or something that 
is the first or the most important O Her company is 
a leader in the women’s clothing industry. 
leading /'li:d-1n/ adjfirst or most important O She 
is a leading expert on the art of ancient Greece. 

METAL /led/ n [U] a dense, soft, dark gray metal, 
used esp. in combination with other metals and in 
BATTERIES (= devices that produce electricity) © 
Lead pipes in many older houses have been replaced 
by copper ones. © (fig.) The day after running a mar- 
athon, my legs felt like lead (= heavy and tired). 
leaden /'led-?n/ adj like lead in color or weight; 
gray or heavy © They said goodbye under a leaden 
Sky. 

PENCIL /led/ n[U] the black writing material made 
of GRAPHITE, used esp. in the center of a pencil 


LIVE /li:d/ v [T] past led to live a particular type of 
life © She retired to Florida and still leads a busy life. 


ANIMAL /li:d/ n [C] a LEASH 
WORD FAMILY lead 


Nouns lead Adjectives leading 


Verbs lead 


leader 
leadership 


IDIOMS with lead 


e lead the way to be the best 0 The company leads 
the way in developing new software. 

elead the way (somewhere) to go first to show 
someone how to go somewhere © We all walked 
down toward the beach with the kids leading the 
way. 


PHRASAL VERBS with lead 


elead off (something) to be the first of a series of 
people to do something © “Who's the first speaker 
in the sales conference?” “Sally is leading off.” © The 
1998 expedition led off a series of annual ocean 
experiments. 

elead up to something to happen, say, or do in 
preparation for something © In the three games 
leading up to the Sugar Bowl, his team yielded 35, 
35, and 42 points. 0 | thought you were leading up 
to a question at the end of that. 

elead with something to put a particular story first 
or in the most important position in a news report 
or newspaper © The Times leads with the coming 
mayoral elections. 


lead poisoning n [U] illness caused by eating 
or drinking something that that contains the metal 
LEAD 


leaf PLANT /li:f/ n [C] pi leaves any of the flat, 
usually green parts of a plant that are joined at one 


end to the stem or branch © By early November it’s 
getting cold and the trees are starting to lose their 
leaves. 

leafy /'li:-fi/ adj © You should include plenty of 
green leafy vegetables in your diet. 


PAPER /li:f/ n [C] p/leaves 1 a thin flat substance, 
esp. a sheet of paper, or a layer of something © 
Some of the leaves of the old book had come loose. 
2 A leaf of a table is an extra flat piece that can be 
added to the top surface to make the table larger. 


PHRASAL VERB with leaf 


eleaf through something to turn pages quickly 
and read only a little © Three patients sat leafing 
through magazines in the doctor’s waiting room. 


leaflet /‘li:-flot/ n [C] a piece of paper, or several 
pieces of paper folded together, that gives infor- 
mation or advertises something © They were hand- 
ing out leaflets outside the supermarket about the 
school board election. 


league SPORTS /li:g/ n [C] 1 a group of teams 
or players in a sport who take part in competitions 
against each other © Our team has the worst record 
in the league. © Do you belong to a bowling league? 
2 A league is also a group in which all the players, 
people, or things are on approximately the same 
level: His new movie is just not in the same league 
as his last one (= not as good as the one before). 

ORGANIZATION /li:g/ n [C] 1 a group of people or 
countries that join together because they have the 
same interest O the League of Nations 2 fml If some- 
one is in league with someone else, they have 
agreed secretly to do something together, esp. 
something illegal or wrong: They were in league 
with their accountants to cheat the government by 
hiding their real income. 


leak /li:k/ v [1/T] 1 (of a liquid or gas) to escape 
from a hole or crack in a pipe or container, or (of 
a container) to allow liquid or gas to escape © [I] 
He heard the sound of dripping and saw water leak- 
ing from a pipe overhead. © [T] The ship ran aground 
off the coast and began to leak oil. 2 To leak is also 
to give out information privately, esp. when peo- 
ple in authority do not want it to be known: [T] 
Someone had leaked the news of the ambassador’s 
resignation to the press. 
leak /lizk/ n[C] 1 Little jets of water shot out of the 
leaks in her garden hose. 2 A leak is also the act of 
giving out information privately, esp. when people 
in authority do not want it to be known: The Justice 
Department was investigating security leaks. 
leakage /'li:-k1d3/ n [U] the condition of leaking 
© The cause of the leakage of the chemical is under 
investigation, he said. 
leaky /'li:-ki/ adj [-er/-est only] © There’s a leaky 
radiator in the bedroom. 


lean SLOPE /li:n/ v[I/T] past leaned to move your 
body away from a vertical position so that it is bent 
forward or resting against something, or to place 
something in a sloping position against something 
© [I always + adv/prep] The conductor leaned over 
us and asked for our tickets. © [| always + adv/prep] 
She paused for a moment to rest and leaned against 
a large rock. © [T] He leaned his bike against the wall. 
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THIN /li:n/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 (of a person) thin 
and in good physical condition © Her body is lean, 
taut, athletic. 2 When you describe meat as lean, 
you mean that it does not have much fat in it: lean 
hamburger meat 3 A lean period is a time during 
which there is not enough of something, esp. 
money or food: /t is a particularly lean year for sci- 
ence funding. 4 When you say that a company or 
business is lean, you mean that it has the fewest 
employees it needs to do its work. 


PHRASAL VERBS with lean 


elean on someone/something to depend on some- 
one or something © They had leaned on the dictio- 
nary as the authority that answered all their 
questions. 

elean toward something to be interested in some- 
thing and be likely to do a particular activity © He 
said he was leaning toward entering the race for 
governor. 


leaning /‘li:-nin/ n [C usually pl] a tendency to 
have positive feelings or attitudes about beliefs or 
opinions of a particular kind © Conservative groups 
rated Congressional members for their liberal 
leanings. 


leap /li:p/ v [\/T] past leaped, leapt 1 to make a 
large jump or sudden movement, or to jump over 
something © [I] He leaps to his feet when the phone 
rings. © [|] Flames were leaping into the sky. © [T] 
The dog leaped the fence. © [1] (fig.) Americans want 
change, but they don’t want to leap into the un- 
known (= move quickly into unknown situations). 
2 If your heart leaps, you have a sudden, strong 
feeling of pleasure or fear: [I] My heart leaps when 
! hear his voice. 
leap /li:p/ n[C] a large jump 


IDIOMS with leap 


e by leaps and bounds very quickly 0 The company 
is growing by leaps and bounds this year. © USAGE: 
Used to talk about how something increases or 
improves. 

eleap of faith an act of believing something that 
is not easily believed © /t took a big leap of faith to 
decide to quit my job and try something new. 


PHRASAL VERB with leap 


eleap at something to accept an opportunity 
quickly and eagerly © [ leapt at the chance to go to 
the concert. 


leapfrog /‘li:p-fro:g, -frag/ n [U] a children’s 
game in which each player jumps over another 
who is bending over 
leapfrog /‘li:p-fro:g, -frag/ v [I/T] -gg- to im- 
prove your position by moving quickly past or over 
something that blocks your way © [T] We’re going 
to leapfrog the rest of the market in technology. 


leap year n [C] a year, happening once every 
four years, that has 366 days and has February 
29th as the extra day 


learn /Isrn/ v [I/T] to get knowledge or under- 
standing of facts or ideas or of how to do things © 
[T] We're learning algebra. © [|] He’s not much of a 
cook, but he’s learning. © [I] Parents learned of the 
budget cuts in a letter from the school superinten- 


dent. © [I] | hope you'll learn from your mistakes. © 
[+ to infinitive] / learned to drive when I was 16. © 
[+ question word] First you must learn how to use 
this computer. 
learned /'lar-nad/ adj fmi having or showing 
much knowledge © a learned scholar 
learner /'I3r-nar/ n [C] © a fast/slow learner 
learning /'l3r-nip/ n [U] the activity of getting 
knowledge © This technique makes learning fun. 
USAGE 
learn 
Remember to use the preposition from when 
you are talking about learning something from 
someone or something. 
I think | learned a lot from my three years in 
the Navy. 
eee a 5, 
the-Navy- 


USAGE 
learn, teach, or study? 
To learn is to get new knowledge or skills. 
! want to learn how to drive. 
When you teach someone, you give them new 
knowledge or skills. 
My dad taught me how to drive. 
My -dad-tearnt-me-how-te-drive: 
When you study, you go to classes and read 
books to try to understand new ideas and facts. 
He is studying biology at Rutgers. 


WORD FAMILY learn 
Nouns 


Adjectives learned 
unlearned 


learner 
learning 


Verbs learn 


WORD CHOICES learn 


See also: study 
You could use the verb master when someone 
learns how to do something well. 
She lived in Italy for several years but never 
quite mastered the language. 
If someone learns something by practicing it 
rather than by being taught, you could use the 
phrasal verb pick up. 
When you live in a country, you soon pick up 
the language. 
When you learn about something or how to do 
something, you can say that you familiarize 
yourself with it. 
He prepared for the interview by familiarizing 
himself with the company’s work. 
Get the hang of something is an informal 
phrase that means “to learn how to do some- 
thing, especially if it is not obvious or simple.” 
“I’ve never used this software before.” “Don’t 
worry, you'll soon get the hang of it.” 


IDIOMS with learn 


elearn a lesson, learn your lesson to understand 
something because of an unpleasant experience, 
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esp. when this means you will not do it again O My 
computer crashed before | saved the document —I've 
learned my lesson, and now | save everything all the 
time. 

elearn something the hard way to discover what 
you need to know through experience or by mak- 
ing mistakes © He doesn’t want to take my advice, 
so | guess he’ll have to learn the hard way. 


learning disability 1» [C] one of many con- 
ditions that can have an effect on someone’s ability 
to learn easily 


lease /li:s/ v [T] to use or allow someone else to 
use land, property, etc. for an agreed period of 
time in exchange for money © /| leased my new car 
instead of buying it. 
lease /li:s/ n [C] © The lease on this office expires 
in two years. 


leash /li:J/, lead n[C] a strap, chain, etc., fastened 
to a dog or other animal, esp. at its collar, in order 
to lead or control it © Dogs must be kept on a leash 
in this park. 


least /li:st/ adj, adv, pronoun less than anything 
or anyone else; (of) the smallest amount or num- 
ber; superlative of LITTLE NOT MUCH © I’m not the 
least bit concerned. © That’s the answer | least 
wanted to hear. © Which car costs the least? 


IDIOMS with least 


eat least 1 used to emphasize that something is 
good in a bad situation © The car was damaged, 
but at least he wasn’t hurt. 2 At (the very) least 
means not less than: /t will cost at least $1000. 0 
I'll be gone for two weeks, at the very least. 3 At 
least can also be used to reduce the effect of a 
statement: | can handle it — at least, | think so. 
eleast of all especially not © No one believed her, 
least of all me. 

ethe least someone can do, the least someone 
could do something someone should do © “Do | 
have to go and say ‘hi’ to him?” “Yes — he’s been 
very nice to you, so it’s the least you can do.” 


leather /‘led-ar/ n [U] animal skin that has been 
treated in order to preserve it and is used to make 
shoes, bags, clothes, equipment, etc. © a leather 
jacket 
leathery /'led-a-ri/ adj © His skin was tough and 
leathery. 


leave GO AWAY /li:v/ v[I/T] pastleft 1 to go away 
from someone or something that stays in the same 
place © [I] /’ll be leaving tomorrow. © [T] He left the 
house by the back door. © [I/T] The bus leaves (the 
station) in five minutes. 2 If you leave a job, you 
stop working at a place: [T] He left work in June. 3 
If you leave home, you stop living in your parents’ 
home. 


NOT TAKE /li:v/ v [T] past left 1 to not take some- 
thing with you © | mistakenly left my checkbook at 
home. © Hurry up or you'll get left behind the other 
hikers. 2 You can leave something somewhere for 
a purpose: /’ve left dinner for you on the stove. 3 If 
you leave something to someone after you die, 
you have arranged for that person to receive it 
then: She left all her money to her children. 


CAUSE TO STAY /li:v/ v [T] past left 1 to allow or 
cause something to stay in a particular place, po- 
sition, or state O The dog left muddy tracks on the 
carpet. © He left a message for me at the office. © 
Leave the window open. © Her rudeness left us all 
speechless. © He left the engine running. 2 \f you 
leave some activity that involves work, you wait 
before you do it: /’Il leave the cleaning for tomorrow. 


MAKE AVAILABLE /li:v/ v [T] past left 1 to make 
something available after some part has been 
taken or used © There are only four cookies — please 
leave one for me. © Five from twelve leaves seven (= 
Seven is the result of taking five from twelve). 2 If 
something is left (over), it was not previously used 
or eaten: There's some pasta left over from dinner. 


GIVE RESPONSIBILITY /li:v/ v [T] past left to allow 
someone to make a choice or decision about 
something, or to make someone responsible for 
something © Leave it to me - Ill see what | can do. 
O I'll leave it up to you to choose the gift. 


VACATION /li:v/ n [U] time permitted away from 
work, esp. for a medical condition or illness or for 
some other special purpose © maternity leave 


PERMISSION /li:v/ n [U] fm! permission to do some- 
thing © He took it without my leave. 


IDIOMS with leave 


eleave a bad taste (in your mouth) to cause an 
unpleasant memory © The way the waitress treated 
us left a bad taste in my mouth and | never went 
back. 

eleave a lot to be desired, leave something to be 
desired to not be very good or not as good as you 
would like © His taste in clothes leaves something to 
be desired. 

eleave someone cold to not make someone feel 
interested or excited © The band’s songs left me 
cold. 

«leave someone hanging to keep someone wait- 
ing for your decision or answer 0 | was left hanging, 
waiting for the college to tell me whether | got a 
scholarship or not. 

eleave someone high and dry to leave someone 
in a difficult situation without any help © We were 
left high and dry without any money or credit cards. 
eleave someone in the lurch to not do for some- 
one what you had promised you would do © He 
said he would help with the rent, but he left me in 
the lurch. 

eleave it at that to say no more about something 
© He just said “I’m not going,” and left it at that. 
eleave your mark to have an effect that changes 
someone or something © The heart attack left its 
mark on him, and he was never quite the same after 
it. 

eleave someone to his or her own devices allow 
someone to make his or her own decisions about 
what to do 

¢leave well enough alone to allow something to 
Stay as itis because doing more might make things 
worse © | could rewrite it, but | decided to leave well 
enough alone. 


PHRASAL VERBS with leave 


eleave someone/something alone to not annoy, 
change, or touch someone or something © The 
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Federal Reserve is leaving interest rates alone. © This 
little girl won't leave Uncle Steve alone on the phone. 
sleave behind something/someone [M] to go 
away and not take something or someone with 
you © The flood victims were forced to leave behind 
family photos and mementos. © We left him behind 
fo continue to help out. © He left behind a wife and 
six-year-old twin boys (= He died but they are still 
living). 

eleave out something/someone [M] to fail to in- 
clude something or someone; omit © You left out 
the best parts of the story. 


leave of absence n [C] p/leaves of absence 
a permitted period of time away from work 


leaves /li:vz/ p! of LEAF 


Le Chatelier’s principle /la, fet. jez 
‘prin-sa-pal/ n [U] science the theory that if con- 
ditions in a system that is in a state of balance are 
changed, the system will adjust to return to a state 
of balance 


lecherous /‘let{-9-ras/ adj disapproving (esp. of 
men) too interested in sex 


lectern /‘lek-tarn/, podium n [C] a tall, narrow 
piece of furniture having a sloping part that holds 
a book or papers to be read from while standing 


lecture © FORMAL TALK /'lek-tfar/ n[C] a for- 
mal, prepared talk given to a group of people, esp. 
students © a lecture on astronomy © Compare 
SEMINAR 
lecture @ /‘lek-tfar/ v [I] © She’s lecturing on the 
geology of the region. 
lecturer /‘lek-tfa-rar/ n [C] 

CRITICISM /'‘lek-tfar/ n [C] a serious talk given to 
criticize someone or give someone advice © She 
gave him a lecture about his table manners. 
lecture /'lek-tfar/ v [T] © He lectured me on the 
need to keep accurate records. 


led /led/ past simple and past participle of LEAD 


LED n [C] abbreviation for light-emitting diode (= an 
electronic device that gives off light when it re- 
ceives an electrical current) O LED lamp technology 
is evolving at an incredible pace. 


ledge /led3/ n [C] a narrow, flat area like a shelf 
that sticks out from a‘building, cliff, or other ver- 
tical surface O a window ledge 


ledger /'led3:ar/ n [C] a book in which items are 
regularly recorded, esp. business activities and 
money received or paid 


leech /li:t{/ n [C] 1 a fat WORM that lives in wet 
places and fastens itself onto the bodies of humans 
and animals to suck their blood 2 disapproving A 
leech is also a person who gets money or support 
from someone, giving little or nothing in return. 


leek /li:k/ n [C] a vegetable in the onion family 
with long, straight leaves that are white at the bot- 
tom and dark green at the top 


leer /lir/ v[!] to look at someone in an unpleasant 
or offensive way © He was leering at her. 
leer /lir/ n[C] 


leeward /'‘li:-ward, ‘lu:-ard/ adj, adv earth sci- 
ence on the side away from the wind, or in the 
direction toward which the wind is blowing 


leeway /'li:-wei/ n[U] 1 freedom to act within 
certain limits © [+ to infinitive] The law gives com- 
panies more leeway to decide whether to accept or 
reject an offer. 2 Leeway is also additional time or 
money: Homeowners need some leeway to buy a 
new house after they sell the old one. 


left DIRECTION /left/ adj, adv, n [C/U] (in or to- 
ward) a position that is the opposite of right and 
on the side of your body that contains the heart o 
He injured his left eye. © Turn left at the stop sign. © 
[C] Make a left at the corner. © [U] My sister is third 
from the left in the back row. © Opposite: RIGHT DI- 
RECTION 


POLITICS /left/ n [U] political groups that believe 
governments should provide a higher level of so- 
cial services and support laws to bring about 
greater economic and social equality © Compare 
RIGHT POLITICS 
leftist /‘lef-tast/ n [C] © The university is a strong- 
hold for traditional leftists and protests are frequent 
there. 


LEAVE /left/ past simple and past participle of LEAVE 
IDIOM with left 


* (out) in left field strange, unusual, or completely 
wrong © | wouldn't vote for him — his ideas are way 
out in left field. 


left-hand adj [not gradable] on or to the left o 
the left-hand column 


left-handed adj, adv [not gradable] 1 using 

the left hand for writing and for most other things 
2 A thing is described as left-handed if it is done 
with the left hand or designed to be used by a 
person with the left hand: left-handed scissors © 
Compare RIGHT-HANDED 


leftover / lef tou-var/ adj [not gradable] that 
has not been eaten or used during a meal © leftover 
meatloaf 
leftovers /'lef tou-varz/ pl no We ate the leftovers 
cold the next day. 


left-wing adj involved with or supporting po- 
litical ideas on the left 
left-winger n[C] a person who supports the po- 
litical left 


leg BODY PART /leg/ n [C/U] 1 one of the parts 
of a human or animal body that is used for stand- 
ing or walking, or one of the thin, vertical parts on 
which a piece of furniture stands © [C] He broke his 
leg skiing. © [C] The table has carved legs. © [U] We 
had leg of lamb for dinner. > Picture: insect 2 The 
leg of a piece of clothing is the part you put your 
leg into. 
leggy /'leg:i/ adj [-er/-est only] having long legs 

STAGE /leg/ n [C] a part of a trip, competition, or 
activity that has several stages © the last leg of the 
race 

SIDE /leg/ n [C] geometry either one of the two 
sides that form the angle of 90° in a RIGHT: TRI- 
ANGLE » Picture: triangle 
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legacy /‘leg-a-si/ n[C] 1 something that is a re- 
sult of events in the past © the bitter legacy of a civil 
war 2. A legacy is also money or property left to a 
person by someone who has died. 


legal © /‘li:-gal/ adj [not gradable] connected 
with or allowed by the law © the legal profession © 
the legal right to vote 
legally © /'li:-ga-li/ adv © The contract is legally 
binding. 
legality © /li:'gzel-at-i/ n [U] the fact or state of 
being allowed by law © Attorneys questioned the 
legality of the police officer's actions. 
legalize /‘li:-ga,laiz/ v [T] to allow by law; make 
legal 
legalization / lir-ga-la'zer-fan/ n [U] © Some 
kind of legalization plan is needed for temporary 
workers who have become permanent residents. 


WORD FAMILY legal 
Nouns legality 


Adjectives legal 


illegality illegal 
legalization Adverbs __ legally 
Verbs legalize illegally 


legal holiday »n [C] a day on which govern- 
ment offices and many businesses are not open 


legal tender n [U] the official money used in 
a country 


legend story /‘led3-and/ n [C/U] literature an 
old story or set of stories from ancient times, or the 
stories that people tell about a famous event or 
person © [U] Cajun legend suggests that white alli- 
ators are a symbol of prosperity. 
egendary /'led3-an ,der-i/ adj [not gradable] © 
legendary tales 

FAME /‘led3-and/ n [C] someone who is very fa- 
mous and admired, usually because of an ability in 
a particular area O Louis Armstrong is a jazz legend. 
legendary /'led3-an ,der-i/ adj © the legendary 
magician Houdini 

EXPLANATION /'led3:and/ n [C] the words written 
on or next to a picture, map, coin, etc., that ex- 
plain what it is about or what the symbols on it 
mean 


leggings /‘leg-1nz/ pi n tight pants made from 
a material that stretches easily, usually worn by 
women 


leggy /'leg-i/ adj © See at LEG BODY PART 


legible /'led3-9-bal/ adj (of writing or print) able 
to be read easily © The letter was faded and barely 
legible. 
legibly /'led3-a-bli/ adv 


legion /'li:-dzan/ n[C] a very large group of sol- 
diers who form part of an army, esp. of an ancient 
Roman army, or any large group of people © Le- 
gions of fans attended the concert. 


legislate © /‘led3-a sleit/ v[|/T] politics & gov- 
ernment to make laws © [T] The Clean Air Act leg- 
islated a reduction of pollution from power plants. 
legislation © /,led3-a'slet-fan/ n[U] politics & 
government a law or set of laws that is being cre- 


544 


legacys 


ated © New legislation offers a tax break for young 
families. 

legislative @ /‘led3-a,slert-1v/ adj [not grada- 
ble] politics & government relating to the making 
of laws © Congress is the legislative branch of 
overnment. 

egislator © /'led3-a,slert-ar/ n [C] politics & 
government a member of an elected group of 
people who have the power to make or change 
laws 

legislature @ /‘led3-a,sler-tfar/ n[C] politics & 
government an elected group of people who have 
the power to make and change laws in a state or 
country 


legitimate /\a'dzit-a-mat/, infmi, short form legit 
/la'd3it/ adj allowed according to law, or reason- 
able and acceptable © a legitimate tax deduction © 
legitimate concerns 
legitimacy /la'd3it-a-ma-si/ n [U] 


legitimize /la'dzit-3,maiz/, legitimate /la 
'd3it-a,mert/ v [T] to make something legal or 
acceptable 


legroom /'leg:ru:m, -rum/ n [U] the amount of 
space available for your legs when you are sitting 


legwork /‘leg-wark/ n [U] infm! practical work 
that needs to be done, as in gathering informa- 
tion, and that usually involves a lot of walking from 
place to place O Months of legwork enabled detec- 
tives to uncover a new lead. 


leisure /'‘li;-3ar, ‘lez-ar/ n [U] the time when you 
are free from work or other duties and can relax 0 
She has a limited amount of leisure time. 
leisurely /‘li:-3ar-li, 'le3-ar-/ adj © a leisurely stroll 
on the beach 


IDIOM with leisure 


eat your leisure when you want to and have the 
time © You can study the documents at your leisure. 


lemon /'lem-an/ n [C/U] 1 a yellow, oval fruit 
whose juice has a sour taste 2 infmi A lemon is a 
device or machine that does not work well: [C] 
That car | bought is a real lemon. 


lemonade /lem-a'neid/ n (U] a drink made 
with the juice of lemons, water, and sugar 


lend /lend/ v [T] past lent to give something to 
someone for a short period of time, expecting it 
to be given back © Can you lend me a few dollars 
till payday? 
lender /'len-dar/ n[C] a person or business, such 
as a bank, that lends money 


USAGE? “(1 See eae 
lend or borrow? 

Lend means to give something to someone for 
a period of time. 

It was raining so she lent me an umbrella. 
Borrow means to receive something that be- 
longs to someone else and to use it for a period 
of time. 

Can | borrow your umbrella? 


Car-Hend-yeur-umbretta? 
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IDIOM with lend 


elend itself to something fmi to be good for a par- 
ticular use © The book really lends itself to being 
turned into a film. 


length DISTANCE /len9, lené/ n[C/U] 1 the mea- 
surement of something from end to end or along 
its longest side, or a measurement of a particular 
part of something © [C] a length of rope © [U] The 
boat is 20 feet in length. 2 The length of a piece of 
writing, such as a book or story, is a measure of 
the material it contains: [U] The length of the poem 
was 30 lines. 
lengthen /‘len-6an, ‘len-/ v[I/T] to make some- 
thing longer, or to become longer © [T] /‘Il have to 
lengthen this skirt. © [I] In the late afternoon, the 
shadows of the haystacks lengthened. 
lengthwise /‘leg@,waiz, 'lené-/ adv [not grada- 
ble] in the direction of the longest side © Cut the 
pickles lengthwise. 


TIME /len@, lené/ n [U] an amount of time © The 
movie is nearly three hours in length. © George went 
on about his illnesses at great/some length (= for a 
long time). 
lengthen /'len-9an, 'len-/ v [I/T] to make some- 
thing take longer to happen, or to become longer 
© [T] There is a plan to lengthen the summer theater 
workshop to eight weeks. 
lengthy /‘len-6i, 'len-/ adj [-er/-est only] taking a 
long time © a lengthy speech 


WORD FAMILY length 
length 


Adjectives lengthy 
Verbs lengthen 


Nouns 
Adverbs 


lengthily 
lengthwise 


lenient /‘li:n-jant/ adj not as severe or strong in 
punishment or judgment as would be expected © 
Some felt that five years in prison was lenient, con- 
sidering the suffering he had caused. 
leniency /‘lizn-jan-si/ n [U] © The defense lawyer 
asked for leniency for her young client. 
leniently /‘li:n-jant-li/ adv 


lems GLASS /lenz/ n [C] a piece of glass or plastic 
having a curved surface in order to change the 
images that are received after going through it, 
usually to make them. larger, smaller, or clearer © 
a camera lens © Her eyeglasses have thick lenses. 
» Picture: microscope 

EYE /lenz/ n [C] a curved, transparent part of the 
eye that helps you to see clearly by directing im- 
ages of light onto the RETINA (= the back surface 
of the eye) 


lent /lent/ past simple and past participle of LEND 


light 
focus 


CONVEX LENS 


Lent /lent/ n[U] in Christian religions, the 40 days 
before Easter 


lentil /\ent-21/ n [C] a small, round, flat seed, 
cooked and eaten in soups and other dishes 


Leo /‘li:-ou/ n [C/U] p/ Leos the fifth sign of the 
ZODIAC, covering the period July 23 to August 22 
and represented by a lion, or a person born during 
this period 


leopard /‘lep-ard/ n[C] a large, wild cat that has 
yellow fur with black spots and that lives in Africa 
and south Asia 


leotard /‘lit-9 ,tard/ n[C] a piece of clothing that 
fits tightly over the body from the shoulders to the 
tops of the legs, worn esp. by dancers and people 
exercising 


leper /‘lep-ar/ n[Cja person who has LEPROSY (= 
a disease of the nerves and skin) 


leprosy /‘lep-ra-si/ n [U] an infectious disease 
that damages a person’s nerves and skin 


lepton /‘lep-tan/ n [C] physics any very small 

piece of matter that is influenced by the WEAK 
FORCE. ELECTRONS, MUONS, and NEUTRINOS are 
all leptons. 


lesbian /'lez-bi:-an/ n[C] a woman who is phys- 
ically attracted to other women 


lesion /'li:-3an/ n [C] medical an injury to a per- 
son’s body or to an organ 


less SMALLER AMOUNT /les/ adj, adv a smaller 
amount of something, to a smaller degree, or not 
as much; comparative of LITTLE NOT MUCH © We've 
got to spend less money. © It was less than a mile to 
the nearest gas station. © She had less reason to 
complain than I. © Skiing conditions this year are less 
than ideal (= not good). © There were no less than 
(= as many as) a thousand people buying tickets. 
lessen /'les-an/ v [I/T] to become or make some- 
thing smaller in amount or degree © [T] Keeping 
pul weight down can lessen the risk of heart disease. 
esser /'les-ar/ adj [not gradable] not as great in 
size, amount, or importance as something else © 
Texas and, to a lesser degree, Oklahoma will be af- 
fected by the drought. 


CONFUSABLES Ps se 
less or fewer? 


It is common for English speakers to use less 
before countable nouns, meaning “not so 
many.” 

The trees have produced less apples this 

year. > 


tight ——j>2—_ $$ 


CONCAVE LENS 
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lesson 


WessOn 


However, this is traditionally considered bad 
English. The standard word for “not so many” 
is fewer. 

The trees have produced fewer apples this 

year. 

The standard use of less is before uncountable 
nouns, meaning “not so much.” 

less money/time/food 

The trees have produced less fruit this year. 


RT 


SUBTRACT /les/ prep MINUS SUBTRACTION; after 
subtracting © $30, less the discount of 15%, Is 
$23.50. 


IDIOMS with less 


eless and less gradually less or smaller O / seem to 
see her less and less. 

ethe lesser of two evils something that is bad, 
but not as bad as something else © / had the choice 
of going with my parents to a concert or staying at 
my grumpy aunt's house — | chose my aunt’s house 
as the lesser of two evils. 


Jessoni /‘les-on/ n[C] 1 a period of time during 
which something is taught © Have you ever taken 
piano lessons? 2 A lesson is also a useful piece of 
information learned through experience: Losing his 
job was a lesson he never forgot. 


less than, symbol < mathematics having a 
smaller number or amount than © Compare 
GREATER THAN 


lest /lest/ conjunction fml for fear that © Gramps is 
too frightened to move, lest he disturb the infant. 


Jet ALLOW /let/ v [T] pres. part. letting, past let to 
allow something to happen or someone to do 
something by giving permission or by not doing 
anything to stop it from happening © Fraya’s par- 
ents let her go to the movie. © He decided to let his 
hair grow long. © She opened the door and let me in 
(= allowed me to enter). © After questioning him for 
six hours, the police finally let him go (= released 
him). > Usage: allow or let? at ALLOW PERMIT 


CAUSE /let/ v[T] pres. part. letting, past let to cause 
something to happen or to be in a particular con- 
dition, or to cause someone to understand some- 
thing © He let the pool empty. © Let me know if you 
need help. © He let out a shout (= He shouted). 


SUGGEST /let/ v [T] fm/ let us | suggest that we © 
For the sake of argument, let us assume that Rochelle 
is right. O After visiting the gift shop, let us proceed 
into Graceland itself. 


IDIOMS with let 


elet alone do something and to an even greater 
degree do something © Brian would never even read 
a newspaper, let alone a book. © USAGE: Used to 
emphasize the extreme nature of an action. 

elet someone/something alone, let someone/some- 
thing be to not annoy or interrupt someone © Just 
let her alone — she’s not bothering you. 

elet something be known to make certain that 
people are aware of a fact © She let it be known that 
she did not want to run again for Congress. 

elet go, let your hair down to be more relaxed 
than usual and enjoy yourself © just let go and have 
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a little fun! 0 | like to let my hair down on the dance 
floor. 

elet someone go to end someone's employment © 
We had to let fourteen employees go last month. 
elet yourself go to take less care of your appear- 
ance © He’s gained a lot of weight lately, and kind of 
let himself go. 
elet go (of something/someone) to stop holding 
something or someone © Brandon let go of her 
hand and ran across the street. 

elet someone have it to attack someone, either 
with words or physically © When Joe finally got 
home three hours late, Lea let him have it. 

elet nature take its course to allow something to 
happen naturally © Usually the Park Service lets na- 
ture take its course and does not replace dead trees. 
elet off steam to do or say something that helps 
you to get rid of strong feelings or energy © She 
jogs after work to let off steam. © Compare BLOW 
OFF STEAM at BLOW IDIOMS 

elet something/someone slide to not do anything 
about something or someone when you should try 
to change or correct that thing or person © | knew 
he wasn’t telling me everything, but | decided to let 
it slide. © It’s easy to let exercise slide in the suburbs 
where you have to drive your car all the time. 

elet’s face it we should accept the truth © Let’s face 
it, I'm never going to be a great artist. 

elet’s see 11 am thinking about this © “How many 
people will be there?” “Well, let’s see — | think it’s 
about 20.” O USAGE: Used in conversation when 
you are not sure what to say next. 2 Let’s see is 
also used when you want to discover something: 
Now that we know what your interests are, let’s see 
if we can match you to a job you"d like. 


PHRASAL VERBS with let 


elet down someone [M] to cause someone to be 
disappointed, often because you have failed to do 
what you promised © You'll be there tomorrow — you 
won't let me down, will you? © Related noun: 
LETDOWN 

elet someone in on something to tell someone 
something, esp. private information, that others 
already know © My children never want to let me in 
on what they do in school. 

elet off someone [M] to fail to punish someone 
when the person expects to be punished, or to fail 
to punish someone severely enough © The boys 
were let off with a reprimand. 

elet on to tell other people about something that 
you know, esp. when it is a secret © /f he did know 
the truth, he didn’t let on. 

elet out FINISH (of a class or school) to end or be 
finished © My history class lets out at 4:15. 0 When 
does your school let out for the summer? 

elet out something WIDEN [M] to make a piece of 
clothing wider or larger by changing where it is 
Seg or adding more cloth © Can this skirt be let 
out: 

elet up (esp. of something unpleasant) to become 
less strong or stop © When the rain lets up we'll go 
for a walk. O Related noun: LETUP 

elet up on someone/something to stop treating 
someone severely, or to stop doing something so 


forcefully © He advised her to let up on the relentless 
criticism. 
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lever 
a a 


letdown /‘let-daun/ n [C usually sing] an act of 
disappointing someone; DISAPPOINTMENT 0 It was 
quite a letdown when Joyce only got a grade of C on 
the final exam. © Related verb: LET DOWN 


lethal /‘li:-9al/ adj able to cause or Causing death; 
extremely dangerous © a lethal weapon 


lethargic /lo'ear-d3ik/ adj lacking in energy; 
feeling unwilling or unable to do anything 
lethargy /‘le@-ar-d3i/ n [U] 


let's /lets/, infm! contraction of let us © Let’s get out 
of here! © See at LET SUGGEST 


letter MESSAGE /‘let-ar/ n [C] a written or 
printed message from one person to another, usu- 
ally put in an envelope and delivered as mail © | 
got a letter from the bank this morning. 


SYMBOL /‘let-ar/ n [C] any of the set of symbols 
used to write a language, representing a sound in 
the language © She wrote her name on the board in 
large letters. 
lettering /‘let-a-rin/ n (U] written letters o The 
perfume comes in a black box with gold lettering. 


letter carrier 1 ([C] a person who delivers mail 
for the POST OFFICE 


letterhead /'let- ar hed/ n[U] 1 the printing at 
the top of a piece of writing paper telling the name 
and address of the person or business sending the 
letter 2 Letterhead is also the paper that this in- 
formation is printed on. 


lettuce /‘let-as/ n [U] a plant of large, green 
leaves, eaten raw in salads 


letup /‘let-sp/ n [U] the stopping or slowing 
down of something that is unpleasant © Since the 
mall was built, there’s been no letup in traffic. © Re- 
lated verb: LET UP 


leukemia /lu:'ki:-mi:-9/ n[U] a disease in which 
the body produces too many white blood cells, 
causing weakness and sometimes death 


levee /‘lev-i:/ n [C] a wall made of land or other 
materials that is built to stop a river from OVER- 
FLOWING (= flowing over its edges) © Much of the 
city was under water after floods broke levees and 
forced the evacuation of 50,000 people. 


LEVEE 


level HORIZONTAL /'lev-al/ adj 1 (of a surface) 
not rising or falling or higher on one side, but even 
in all directions; horizontal or flat © The table wob- 
bles because the floor is not level. 2 Something that 
is level with something else is at the same height: 


The top of the tree is level with his bedroom window. 
3 A level spoon or cup is filled with something just 
to the top edge. 4 If you speak in a level voice, 
you speak in a calm and controlled way. 

level /‘lev-al/ v [T] 1 to make something level o 
We had to level the backyard before putting up the 
pool. 2 To level buildings or other structures is to 
destroy them by causing them to fall down: Her 
grandfather survived the 1906 earthquake that lev- 
eled San Francisco. 

level /‘lev-al/ n (C] a tool containing a tube of 
liquid with an air bubble in it, which shows 
whether a surface is horizontal by the position of 
the bubble 


POSITION /‘lev-al/ n [C/U] 1 a particular position, 
degree, or amount of something, esp. compared 
with other possible positions, degrees, or amounts 
© [C] The water level in the lake is higher after a 
heavy rain. © [U] The big debate is whether more 
decisions should be made at the local level or at the 
national level. © [C] He achieved a high level of skill 
as an interpreter. © [U] We publish a dictionary for 
intermediate level students. 2 A level is also one of 
several floors at different heights in a building: [C] 
The reception area is on the ground level. 


AIM /‘lev-al/ v [T] to aim or direct something at 
someone or something © Soldiers leveled their 
weapons. © Criticism of the program was leveled by 
a number of politicians. 


IDIOMS with level 


ea level playing field a situation in which every- 
one has the same advantages and disadvantages 
O If the quality of high schools varies so much, how 
can everyone start college on a level playing field? 
eon the level being honest or speaking truthfully 
© | know he’s lied to you before, but | really think he’s 
on the level this time. 


PHRASAL VERBS with level 


elevel off to stop increasing or being reduced © 
The price of gas has finally leveled off after rising for 
several months. © The plane descended to 18,000 
feet before leveling off. 

elevel with someone to tell someone the truth, 
esp. when it may be unpleasant © ///I level with you 
— the salary is not particularly good. 


level-headed adj able to be calm in difficult 
situations 


lever /‘lev-ar, ‘liz-var/ n [C] 1 a handle that you 
move to control the operation of a machine © He 
pushed the lever into the “on” position and started 
the machine. 2 physics A lever is also a bar, moving 
over a fixed point, that when pressed down at one 
end can move or lift something at the other end. 


effort (force) 


lever 
fulcrum 


LEVER 
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leverage 


leverage 


leverage /‘lev-a-r1d3, ‘li:-va-/ n[U] the power to 
influence results © financial/political leverage © The 
US has very little leverage in that part of the world. 
leverage /‘lev-a-r1d3, 'liz-va-/ v [T] to use bor- 
rowed money for investments, esp. in order to buy 
a large enough part of a business so that you can 
control it © They can leverage a very small invest- 
ment into millions of dollars. 


levity /‘lev-at-i/ n [U] amusement or lack of seri- 
ousness © a moment of levity 


levy © /'lev-i/ n [C] an amount of money, such 
as a tax, that you have to pay to a government 
or organization © A levy was imposed on cotton 
imports. 
levy @ /'lev-i/ v [T] © Taxes and fees levied on 
motorists would pay for the new highway. 


lewd /lu:d/ adj [-er/-est only] (esp. of behavior or 
speech) sexual in an obvious and socially unac- 
ceptable way © lewd remarks 


Lewis acid /‘lu:-2s ‘zs-ad/ n [C] chemistry a 
substance that can receive a pair of ELECTRONS 
from a BASE (= chemical substance) 


Lewis base /'lu:-9s ‘beis/ n [C] chemistry a 
substance that can supply a pair of ELECTRONS to 
create a COVALENT BOND 


Lewis structure /‘lu:-as 'strak-tfar/ n [C] 
chemistry a drawing that shows the way in which 
atoms are connected in a MOLECULE (= smallest 
unit of a substance) 


lexicon /'lek-so,kan/ n[C] all the words used in 
a particular language or subject, or a dictionary 


liability /,la1-9'bil-at-i/ n [C/U] 1 the responsi- 
bility of a person, business, or organization to pay 
or give up something of value © [U] He denies any 
liability in the accident. © [C usually pl] The business 
has liabilities of $5 million. 2 A liability is also any- 
thing that hurts your chances of success or that 
causes difficulties: [C] Not having our own delivery 
trucks is a liability in our business. O Compare ASSET 


liable UKELY /‘lat-a-bal, 'lai-bal/ adj [+ to infini- 
tive] likely to do, happen, or experience something 
O If you don’t take care of yourself, you're liable to 
get sick. O He’s liable to say anything that comes into 
his head. 


RESPONSIBLE /'lat-o-bal/ adj [not gradable] law 


having legal responsibility for something © He is 
still liable for repaying his student loan. 


liaison /li:'e1,zan, ‘li:-a-/ n [C/U] 1 communi- 
cation between groups and the useful relationship 
that this creates, or a person who does the com- 
municating between the groups © [U] There is an 
unfortunate lack of liaison between the departments. 
2 A liaison is also a romantic relationship. 


liar /‘lat-ar/ n [C] a person who has just told a lie 
or who regularly lies 


WORD FAMILY liar 


Nouns liar 
lie 


Verbs lie 


libel /‘la-bal/ n [C/U] a piece of writing that says 
bad, false, and harmful things about a person, or 
the legal claim you make when you accuse some- 
one in court of writing such things about you © [C] 
The whole story was a vicious libel. 0 [U] Angry at 
what the newspaper had printed, she sued for libel. 
© Compare SLANDER 
libel /‘lat-bal/ v[T] © The general contends the net- 
work libeled him in a television broadcast. 
libelous /'lar-ba-las/ adj © libelous articles 


liberal © SOCIAL /'l1b-a-ral/ adj allowing many 
different types of beliefs or behavior © a liberal so- 
ciety/person 
liberalize @® /'ltb-9-ra,laiz/ v [I/T] © [T] They 
have plans to liberalize the prison system (= make it 
less severe). 
liberalization @ /,ltb:a-ra-la'zer-fan/ n [U] © 
political/trade liberalization 

POLITICS /'lib:a-ral/ adj politics & government 
tending to emphasize the need to make new laws 
when necessary because of changing conditions 
and to depend on the government to provide so- 
cial services © a liberal policy/position 0 Compare 
CONSERVATIVE POLITICS 
liberal @ /‘lib-a-ral/ n [C] © Liberals in Congress 
support the bill. 
liberalism © /'ltb-9-ra,liz-am/ n [U] © She op- 
poses liberalism and big-government solutions. 

GENEROUS /'Itb-a-ral/ adj giving or given in a gen- 
erous way © Some merchants offer very liberal return 
aiid but others are Strict. 
iberally @ /'lib-a-ra-li/ adv O The food was lib- 
erally seasoned with salt. 

NOT EXACT /'Itb-9-ral/ adj without attention to or 
interest in small details © Other teachers are a lot 
more liberal about spelling errors than Mr. Brady. 


liberal arts n[U] college or university subjects, 
including history, languages, and literature, that 
are not technical 


liberate © /'Itb-9,reit/ v[T] to release someone 
from control, duties, limits, or prison © Muoz Rivera 
helped liberate Puerto Rico from Spain. 
liberated @ /'Itb-9,rert-ad/ adj © liberated na- 
tions/people 
liberation © / lib-9'rer- fan/ n[U] © Summer va- 
cation means liberation for school children but not 
for their parents. 
liberator © /'ltb-9,rert:ar/ n [C] © People came 
out into the streets to welcome the liberators. 


libertarian /|1b-ar'ter-i:-an/ n [C] someone 
who believes that people should have complete 
freedom of thought and action 


liberty /‘irb-ort-i/ n [C/U] social studies 1 the 
freedom to live as you wish and go where you 
want © [C] individual liberties © [U] Our group is 
fighting for independence, liberty, democracy, and 
peace. 2 Someone who is at liberty to do some- 
thing has permission to do it: /’m not at liberty to 
discuss this with you. 


Libra /‘li:-bra/ n [C/U] the seventh sign of the 
ZODIAC, covering the period September 23 to Oc- 
tober 23 and represented by a pair of measuring 
SCALES, or a person born during this period 
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library /‘lat,brer-i, ‘lai-brar-i/ n [C] a building, 
room, or organization that has a collection esp. of 
books, music, and information that can be ac- 
cessed by computer for people to read, use, or 
borrow © a library book © a public library 
librarian /lat'brer-i:-an/ n [C] a person who 
works in a library, esp. someone with special train- 
ing for this type of work 


libretto /la'bret-ou/ n (C] pilibrettos music the 
words that are sung or spoken in an opera or simi- 
lar musical performance 


lice /lais/ p! of LOUSE 


license © DOCUMENT /'lai-sans/ n[C] an offi- 
cial document that gives you permission to own, 
do, or use something © a fishing/export/driver's 
license 
license @ /'lai-sans/ v[T] © She’s licensed to teach 
elementary school. 

FREEDOM /'lai-sans/ n [U] the freedom to break 
rules or principles, or to change facts, esp. when 
producing literature or works of art © poetic/artistic 
license 


license plate n [C] a metal sign with numbers 
on it attached to the back, and sometimes the 
front of your car 


lichen /‘la-kan/ n(C] biology a type of organism 
that consists of an ALGA (= plant without leaves or 
roots) and a FUNGUS (= plant without leaves, flow- 
ers, or color) growing together 


lick MOVE TONGUE /Irk/ v [T] to move the tongue 
across the surface of something as a way of eating 
it or making it wet or clean © [T] to lick a stamp/ 
lollipop 
lick /Itk/ nC] © Can I have a lick of your ice cream 
cone? 

DEFEAT /lik/ v(T] infmi to defeat someone or some- 
thing, or to solve a difficult problem © He has licked 
the cancer. 
licking /'‘lik-19/ n [C] infmi © Our team really gave 
them a licking last night. 

SMALL AMOUNT /Irk/ n [C] infm! a small amount © 
Chuck couldn't read a lick. 


IDIOM with lick 


elick your wounds tO spend time getting back 
your strength or happiness after a defeat or bad 
experience © Farmers were licking their wounds after 
crop prices dropped by 50%. 


licorice /‘Ik-a-rif/ n[U] the dried root of a plant 
used for flavoring food, particularly candy, or 
candy with this flavor 


lid /lid/ n [C] a cover that can be lifted up or re- 
moved from a container 


IDIOM with lid 


eput a lid on something, keep a lid on something 
to keep something under control and stop it from 
increasing © We've got to keep a lid on our credit- 
card purchases. 


lie POSITION /lat/ v pres. part. lying, past simp. lay, 
past part. lain 1 to be in or move into a horizontal 


position on a surface © [I always + adv/prep] The 
mechanic was lying on his back underneath my car. 
0 [I always + adv/prep] / love to lie down in front of 
the fire and read. © [L] He lies awake at night, wor- 
rying. 2 If something lies in a particular place, po- 
sition, condition, or direction it is in that place, 
position, condition, or direction: [I always + adv/ 
prep] The river lies 40 miles to the south of us. © [I 
always + adv/prep] You shouldn't leave that check 
lying around (= not in its place). 0 Compare LAY PUT 
DOWN » Confusables: lay or lie? at LAY PUT 
DOWN 


SPEAK FALSELY /lat/ v [I/T] pres. part. lying, past lied 
to say something that is not true in order to de- 
ceive © [I] Both witnesses lied to the police about 
what happened. © [T always + adv/prep] She lied 
her way past the guards. © See also: LIAR 
lie /lai/ n [C] © Her report is full of lies and 
misinformation. 


IDIOM with lie 


elie low to hide so you will not be found © The 
gunmen were lying low until the sheriff left town. 


PHRASAL VERBS with lie 


elie ahead (of someone) to be in the future © We 
don’t know what lies ahead. © You graduate today, 
and an exciting future lies ahead of you. 

elie behind something to cause or be the reason 
for something © | wonder what lay behind his de- 
cision to quit school. 


lie detector n [C] a piece of equipment used 
to try to discover if someone is lying 


lieu IDIOM /lu:/ 
ein lieu of instead of © The company is allowing 
workers to receive cash in lieu of vacation time. 


lieutenant /lu:'ten-ant/n [C] a naval officer of 
middle rank, above an ENSIGN; ora military officer 
of the lowest rank 


lieutenant governor n [C] a state govern- 
ment official whose rank is just below the governor 


life TIME BEING ALIVE /laif/ n [C/U] p/lives 1 the 
period between birth and death, or the state of 
being alive © [U] Life is too short to worry about 
money! © [C] Cats are supposed to have nine lives. 
2 Life is also anything that is alive: (U] animal/plant 
life 3 If you believe in life after death, you believe 
that a person continues to exist in some way after 
dying. 
lifeless /'la-flas/ adj dead or appearing to be 
dead © a lifeless body © (fig.) The performance was 
boring and lifeless (= lacking interest or energy). 
lifelike /‘lar-flaik/ adj seeming real or seeming to 
be alive © The mask was so lifelike it was frightening. 


EXPERIENCE /laif/ n [C/U] a particular type or part 
of someone's experience © (U] She appreciates life 
in the United States. 0 [U] A vacation is a pleasant 
change from everyday life. © [C] He rarely talks about 
his private life. 

TIME SOMETHING WORKS /laif/ n [U] the period 
during which a machine or object that produces 
power works © The newer batteries have a rnuch 
longer life — up to 100 hours. 
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lifeblood 


MfeDlogg 


ENERGY /laif/ n [U] energy or enthusiasm © The 
show was full of life. 


WORD FAMILY life 


Nouns _ life 
Adverbs 


Adjectives \ifeless 
lifelike 
lifelong 


lifelessly 


lifeblood /‘latf-blad/ n[U] the thing that is most 
important to the continuing success and existence 
of something else © Tourism is the lifeblood of Ha- 
waii’s economy. 


lifeboat /‘laif-bout/ n [C] a large boat that is 
kept ready to take out to sea and save people who 
are in danger, or a smaller boat kept on a ship for 
people to leave in if the ship is not safe or might 
sink 

life expectancy n [U] social studies the av- 
erage length of the life of members of a group of 
people or animals 


lifeguard /‘latf-gard/ n[C] a person on a beach 
or at a swimming pool whose job is to make cer- 
tain that the people who swim are safe and to save 
them if they are in danger 


life insurance n [U] a system in which you 

make regular payments to an INSURANCE com- 
pany in exchange for a fixed amount of money 
that will be paid after you die to someone you 
chose 


life jacket /‘laif d3zek-at/, life vest /‘larf-vest/ n 
[C] a piece of equipment that looks like a jacket 
without sleeves and that is filled with air or light 
material designed to help someone float if the per- 
son falls into the water 


lifeline /'lai-flain/ n[C] something, esp. a way of 
getting help, on which you depend © Airplanes are 
this Alaskan town’s lifeline. 


lifelong, life-long /‘laif'lo:n/ adj [not gradable] 
lasting for the whole of a person’s life © He’s hada 
lifelong interest in science. 


life preserver /‘laif-pri,z3r-var/ n [C] a large 
ring or jacket without sleeves made of material 
that floats and that you can put around your chest 
to keep you from sinking in the water 


life-size, life-sized adj [not gradable] (of statues, 
models, etc.) having the same size as the person 
or thing that it represents: a life-size plastic manikin 


lifestyle, life-style /‘laif-stail/ n [C] the particular 
way that a person or group lives and the values 
and ideas supported by that person or group © Ask 
yourself how much your job enhances your lifestyle. 


life support n [U] the equipment used to keep 
a dangerously ill person alive 


life-threatening adj able to cause death 0 a 
life-threatening experience/illness 


lifetime /‘latf-tarm/ n[U] the period of time dur- 
ing which someone lives or something exists © The 
watch is high quality and should last a lifetime. 


lift RAISE /lift/ v [1/T] to move something from a 
lower to a higher position © [T] / can’t lift you up - 


you're a big boy now! © [I always + adv/prep] The 
top of the stool lifts off (= can be removed) so you 
can store things in it. © [T] She lifted the baby out of 
her chair. © [T] (fig.) Nothing, it seemed, could lift 
his spirits (= make him feel happier). 

lift /lft/ n [C] 1 [C] (fig.) She’d been feeling de- 
pressed, but hearing that she got the job gave her 
spirits a lift (= made her happier). 2 Br A lift is an 
ELEVATOR, 


JOURNEY /lift/ n [C] infm/a free trip in another per- 
son’s vehicle, esp. a car © Can | give you a lift home? 


GO AWAY /lI:ft/ v [I] (of fog or rain) to go away until 
none is left © The morning mist had lifted and the 
sun was shining. 


END /Iift/ v [T] to end a rule or law © They finally 
lifted the ban on baggy jeans at my school. 


STEAL /lift/ v[T] infm/ to steal something © He lifted 
whole paragraphs verbatim from my book. 


IDIOM with lift 


enot lift a finger to not make any effort © He just 
watches TV and never lifts a finger to help with the 
dishes. 


liftoff lift-off /‘Itft-2:f/ n [C] the moment when 
a space vehicle leaves the ground 


ligament /'l1ig:9-mant/ n [C] any of the strong 
strips of tissue in the body that connect various 
bones together, that limit movements in joints, 
and that support muscles and other tissue © She 
tore a ligament in her knee while she was playing 
basketball. > Picture: joint 


ligation /lai'ger-fan/ n [C/U] biology the pro- 
cess by which two pieces of DNA (= chemical in 
cells) are joined 


light ENERGY /lait/ n [C/U] 1 the energy from 
the sun or fire and from electrical devices that al- 
lows you to see clearly © [U] Light was streaming 
through the windows. © [U] The light was so bright 
that it hurt my eyes. 2 A light is also anything that 
provides light, esp. an electric LAMP: [C] Don’t for- 
get to turn off the lights when you leave. 3 A light is 
also a TRAFFIC LIGHT: Let’s go — you've got a green 
light. 
light /lait/ v [T] past lit, lighted © The house was 
lit with candles for the dinner party. 
light /lart/ adj [-er/-est only] © It was still light out 
at eight in the evening. 
lighting /‘lart-19/ n [U] the lights in a room or on 
a stage, or the effects of those lights © The lighting 
in the living room is too dim. 


FLAME /lait/ n[U] a device used to produce a flame, 
such as a MATCH © Excuse me, have you got a light? 
light /lait/ v [I/T] past lit, lighted © [I] | can’t get 
the barbecue to light. © [T] | tried to light the fire, 
but the wood was wet. 
lighter /‘lart-ar/ n[C] a small device that provides 
a flame 


NOT HEAVY /lart/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 having little 
weight; not heavy © This suitcase is pretty light. © 
Ty’s a few pounds lighter than he used to be. 2 
Clothes that are light are made of thin material 
which allows you to be cool: a light summer dress 
3 A light meal is a small one: a light snack 
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lighten /‘lait-®n/ v [T] 1 to reduce the weight of 
something © He lost 30 pounds to lighten the burden 
on his knee. 2 To lighten is also to make an amount 
of work or a responsibility less heavy: To lighten the 
load, he decided to divide the job between two 
people. 

NOT FAT, lite /lait/ adj (of food) having less fat or 
fewer CALORIES than usual © light cream cheese 


NOT SERIOUS /lait/ adj [-er/-est only] intended to 
entertain; not serious © Take along some light read- 
ing for the trip. 
lighten /'lait-9n/ v [T] to become or make some- 
one happier and less anxious © Being with friends 
lightened her mood. 
lightly /‘lait-li/ adv without serious consideration 
© Funding for public schools is something | don’t take 
lightly. 

NOT ALOT /lait/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 not great in 
strength or amount; slight © a light rain © light traf- 
fic © The doctor said it was OK to take light exercise, 
such as walking. 2 A light sentence in prison is a 
short one. 3 Tastes and smells described as light 
are not obvious: a light scent of wildflowers 4 A light 
eater/drinker eats or drinks only a little. 
lightly /‘lait-li/ adv 1 She patted the dog lightly on 
the head. 2 If food is lightly cooked, it is cooked 
for only a short time. 


PALE /lait/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] (of colors) pale o 
a light-colored car © The walls were light green. 
lialsban /'lait-®n/ v [T] © Do you think he lightens 
his hair? 


WORD FAMILY light 
Nouns light 


Adjectives light 


lighter Verbs light 
joing lighten 
on os Adverbs lightly 


IDIOMS with light 


ein (the) light of because or as a result of 9 In light 
of the problems we're having, we have no choice but 
to close the business. 

elight a fire under someone to get someone to act 
quickly or forcefully, esp. someone who has not 
been doing enough before © Coach tried to light a 
fire under the team in his halftime speech. 

e (as) light as a feather extremely light © / can pick 
you up easily — you're as light as a feather. 

elight at the end of the tunnel hope of success, 
happiness, or help after a long period of difficulty 
O After four years struggling as a grad student, Sujata 
could see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
elighten up stop being so serious © Why don’t you 
just relax and enjoy yourself? Lighten up! 


PHRASAL VERBS with light 


e light up LOOK HAPPY to look happy © Rosa’s face 
lit up when she saw the dog. 

elight up something CIGARETTE [IM] to start a cig- 
arette burning 

elight up something MAKE BRIGHT [M] to make 
something bright or shiny © When I‘d say there was 
a letter for him you could see his eyes light up. 


light bulb, lightbulb /‘lait-balb/ n (C] a 
rounded glass container that produces light when 
an electric current is passed through it 


lighter /‘lait-ar/ no See at LIGHT FLAME 


lightheaded, light-headed /"lait hed: ad/ adj 
having a feeling that you may fall over or become 
unconscious © If | don’t eat something at lunchtime 
! start to feel lightheaded by midafternoon. 


lighthearted, light-hearted /'lait hart: ad/ adj 
amusing and not serious © The documentary takes 
a lighthearted look at the world of filmmaking. 


lighthouse /‘lat-haus/ n [C] p! lighthouses a 
tall structure by the sea with a flashing light that 
warns ships of dangerous rocks or shows them the 
way into a port 


lighting /‘lait-1n/ n © See at LIGHT ENERGY 


lightning ELECTRIC FLASH /‘lait-nin/ n[U] 1a 

flash of bright light in the sky produced by elec- 
tricity moving within or between clouds, or be- 
tween clouds and the ground © That tree was 
struck by lightning in a recent thunderstorm. 2 A 
lightning bolt or bolt of lightning is a particular 
flash of bright light seen in the sky. 


FAST /‘lart-nin/ adj [not gradable] very fast © She 
moves at lightning speed. 


lightning bug n (C] a FIREFLY 


lightning rod sTRIP OF METAL n(C]Ja strip of 

metal that prevents lightning from damaging a 
building by directing the electricity into the 
ground 


CRITICIZED PERSON rn [C] someone who attracts 
criticism or anger that could be directed at some- 
one else © Darman continues to be the White 
House's lightning rod, drawing criticism from 
conservatives. 


lightweight LESS WEIGHT /‘lat-weit/ adj 
(esp. of clothes) weighing little and therefore not 
warm © a lightweight jacket 


NOT IMPORTANT /‘lait-weit/ adj (of a person) of 
little importance, or (of ideas) without serious 
thought or purpose © The movie was a lightweight 
comedy. 
lightweight /‘lait-wert/ n [C] 0 She's changed 
from a lightweight into a tough competitor. 


light year n (C] earth science 1 the great dis- 
tance that light travels in one year; about 
5,880,000,000,000 miles or 9,460,000,000,000 
kilometers 2 People sometimes say light years to 
talk about an extremely long distance or time: 
When | was a young man, being 50 seemed light 
years away. 


like ENJOY /laik/ v [T] 1 to enjoy or approve of 
something or someone, or to prefer something a 
particular way © | like your new haircut. © Do you 
like fish? © | like taking my time in the morning. © | 
like my music loud. 2 Like can be used with “how” 
when asking for someone’s reaction to something: 
How do you like my new shoes? 
likable, likeable /'lar-ka-bal/ adj easy to like o 
Cassius was a likable, friendly youngster. 
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likes /laiks/ pl n the things that you enjoy © She 
knows her children’s likes and dislikes. 

liking /‘lar-kin/ n [U] © The dessert was a bit sweet 
for my liking. 


WORD CHOICES JiKe 0) Mile Enea 


lf a person likes someone or something very 
much, you can use the verbs love and adore. 
| adore/love seafood. 
Oliver loves animals. 
Kate adored her grandfather. 
When a person likes someone very much, you 
could say that person thinks the world of 
someone or has a soft spot for someone. 
I’ve always had a soft spot for Rebecca ever 
since she was tiny. 
Annabel's like a daughter to him — he thinks 
the world of her. 
The expression be fond of is sometimes used 
to talk about someone or something that you 
like. 
She’s very fond of Chinese food. 
| think she’s very fond of you. 
The phrasal verbs grow on, take to, or warm 
up to can be used when someone starts to like 
someone or something. 
| wasn’t sure about the color at first, but it’s 
growing on me. 
For some reason, | just didn’t take to/warm up 
to him. 
The expressions take a shine to or take a liking 
to are sometimes used when someone imme- 
diately likes someone or something 
I think he’s taken a bit of a shine to you. 
When someone likes something very much but 
knows it is not good to like it, you could say 
that the person has a weakness for it. 
| have a weakness for chocolate so I’m never 
going to lose weight. 


WANT /latk/ v [I/T] to want something © [T] I’d like 
the chicken soup, please. © [+ to infinitive] The com- 
missioner would like to say thanks to everyone who’s 
helped. © [T| Would you like (= Do you want) some- 
thing to drink? O USAGE: Used with “would” to ask 
for something or express something in a polite 
way. 

SIMILAR TO /latk/ prep, conjunction 1 similar to; in 
the same way or manner as © Ive got a sweater just 
like yours. O Stop acting like a jerk! © She looks just 
like her father. © (infml) Like | said (= As | already 
said), I’m not interested in buying insurance at the 
moment. 2 If you ask what something is like, you 
are asking someone to describe it or compare it to 
something: What’s your new job like? © What does 
it taste like? 

-like /,latk/ suffix © with catlike quickness © a ball- 
like shape 

likeness /'‘laik-nas/ n [C] 1 a similarity © Sandy 
bears a much stronger likeness to her mother than 
to her father. 2 A painting, photograph, or other 
representation described as a good likeness looks 
very similar to the person or thing it represents. 
like /latk/ n [U] 


WILLING TO /laik/ prep willing to; in the mood for 
0 | don’t feel like going out tonight. 

TYPICAL OF /laik/ prep typical or characteristic of; 
to be expected of 0 /t’s not like you to be so quiet — 
are you all right? 

SUCH AS /latk/ prep such as; for example © / prefer 
natural fabrics like cotton and wool. © Alonzo is not 
the kind of guy who would do something like this. 
likes /latks/, like /latk/ p/n 

AS IF /laik/ prep, conjunction as if it will or was; in a 
way that suggests © It looks like rain. © It sounds to 
me like you ought to change jobs. 

PAUSE /latk/ adv [not gradable] not standard 1 used 
in conversation to emphasize what follows, or 
when you cannot express your exact meaning © 
He’s, like, really friendly — someone you can talk to. 
O It was, like, getting pretty late but | didn’t want to 
go home yet. 2 Like is also used in conversation to 
introduce someone else’s words or your own 
words: So I’m telling Patti about my class and she’s 
like, No way, and I’m like, It happened. 


WORD FAMILY like 
like 

likes 
liking 
likeness 


likelihood 
dislike 


Verbs like 
dislike 
like 
likely 
like 
like 
-like 


Nouns 
Adverbs 


Prepositions 
Conjunctions 


Adjectives likeable 
likely 


Suffixes 


IDIOMS with like 


eand the like and other similar things © There are 
courts for tennis and badminton and the like. 

e something is like looking for a needle in a hay- 
stack something is extremely difficult to find © 
With 500 channels on TV, finding quality children’s 
shows is like looking for a needle in a haystack. 

e like clockwork exactly as planned © So far, every- 
thing had worked like clockwork. 

elike crazy, like mad a lot or very quickly 0 Mark’s 
working like crazy to get the house painted by the 
end of the week. 

elike the sound of something to feel happy or sat- 
isfied about a piece of information you have just 
heard © “The radio says there'll be rain turning into 
snow.” “Ooh, | don’t like the sound of that.” 

elike there’s no tomorrow as much or as fast as 
possible, without planning or thinking first 0 The 
minute he got paid, he started spending money like 
there’s no tomorrow. 

elike wildfire quickly in a way that cannot be con- 
trolled © News of the layoffs spread like wildfire 
through the company. 

ethe likes of someone/something someone or 
something that is equal to or as important as the 
person or thing being mentioned 0 We haven't 
seen the likes of Muhammad Ali since he retired. © 
They’re competing with the likes of IBM and Unisys. 


likely /‘lat-kli/ adj expected to happen; probable 
© [+ to infinitive] If | don’t write it down, I’m likely 
to forget. 
likely /‘lai-kli/ adv probably © 1’ll most likely get 
there at about ten o'clock. 
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likelihood /‘lar-kli: ,hud/ n [U] probability o 
There's little likelihood of a compromise. 


WORD FAMILY likely 
Nouns likelihood 
Adverbs likely 


Adjectives likely 
unlikely 


like-minded adj (of people) sharing the same 
opinions, ideas, or interests © She is a football fan 
who started a magazine for like-minded women. 


likewise © /'lar-kwaiz/ adv [not gradable] in 
the same way or manner; similarly © We put up a 
fence, and other neighbors did likewise. 


lilac /‘lat-lak, -laek, -lak/ n [C] a bush or small tree 
with sweet-smelling purple or white flowers 


lilting /‘iil-tin/ adj (of a voice or a piece of music) 
rising and falling in a regular or rhythmic way © 
“It’s about time you showed up,” he says to Eddie in 
a lilting, teasing voice. 


lily /‘ul-i/ n [C] a plant with large, usually bell- 
shaped flowers on long stems 


lima bean /‘la-ma,bi:n/ n [C] an edible, flat, 
pale green bean 


limb ARM OR LEG /lim/ n[C] fm an arm or leg of 
a person or animal, or an animal’s wing 


BRANCH /l1m/ n[C] a large branch of a tree 


limber /‘lim-bar/ adj able to bend and move eas- 
ily © Good posture makes your muscles more limber. 


PHRASAL VERB with limber 


elimber up (something) [M] to stretch your mus- 
cles by exercise, esp. in preparation for sports © We 
limber up with a few tosses back and forth. © A short 
jog should limber you up. 


limbo IDIOM /'l1im-bou/ 
ein limbo in a situation where you do not know 
what will happen or when something will happen 
© We were in limbo for weeks while the jury tried to 
make a decision in the case. 


lirme FRUIT /laim/ n [C/U] a green, oval fruit 
whose juice has a sour taste 

CHEMICAL /laim/ n[U] a white powdery substance 
used in building materials and to improve earth 
for crops 


limelight /‘laim-lait/ n[U] public attention and 
interest O He always tried to avoid the limelight. 


limerick /‘lim-a-rik/ n [C] a humorous poem 
with five lines, the first two lines having the same 
final sound as the last line 


limestone /‘laim-stoun/ n [U] a gray rock 
formed from the shells of sea animals, used in 
buildings and making CEMENT 


limit /‘lim-oat/ n [C] the greatest amount, num- 
ber, or level allowed or possible © There’s a limit to 
her patience. © Two cups of coffee are my limit. © 
Spending limits were imposed by the mayor. 
limit /‘lim-at/ v [T] to control something so that 
it is not greater than a particular amount, number, 
or level © / have to limit my talk to 20 minutes. 


limitation /,lim-a'ter-fan/ n [C/U] the act of 
controlling, or something that controls © [C] The 
major limitation of early record players was the short 
playing time of the records. © [U] They favor anything 
that involves limitation of government control. 
limited /'lim-at-ad/ adj 1 There are a limited (= 
small) number of bikes available in that store. 2 Lim- 
ited also means kept within a particular size, range, 
time, or group: The advanced course is limited to 
those who have already taken the introductory 
course. 


WORD FAMILY limit 


Nouns limit Adjectives limited 
limitation unlimited 
Verbs limit 


limited monarchy n [C] politics & govern- 
ment a CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY 


limousine /,im-a'zi:n, 'lim-a,zi:n/, short form 
limo /'lim-ou/ n[C] limos a large, comfortable car, 
or a small bus that takes people to and from an 
airport 


limp WALK /l1mp/ v [I] to walk with an irregular 
step, esp. because your foot or leg is hurt © jackson 
limped off the field after injuring his ankle. 
limp /limp/ n[U] © He walks with a slight limp. 
NOT FIRM /limp/ adj [-er/-est only] not firm or stiff 
© The lettuce in this salad is completely limp. 


linchpin /‘int{-pin/ 1 [C] a person or thing that 
is the most important part of a group or system’s 
operation © The city’s River Park is the linchpin of its 
efforts to sell itself as a vacation destination. 


lime LONG MARK /lain/ n [C] 1 a long, thin mark 
on the surface of something © Draw a straight line. 
© You shouldn't drive across the double yellow lines. 
© As I grow older, lines and wrinkles show on my face. 
2 geometry A line is a row of POINTS that contin- 
ues in both directions and is usually represented 
by a long thin mark. 
linear /'lin-i:-ar/ adj [not gradable] consisting of 
or related to straight lines © The garden has very 
linear paths. © See also: LINEAR LENGTH; LINEAR 
REASONABLE 


EDGE /lain/ n [C] 1 a real or imaginary mark that 
forms the edge, border, or limit of something © 
The police caught him before he crossed the state 
line. 2 A line is also a mark on a sports field which 
shows where things can or cannot happen, or 
which measures the field: the foul line © the 50-yard 
line © the free-throw line 


STRING /lain/ n[C] a length of string, rope, or wire 
that is used to support something © fishing line o 
Would you help me hang the wash out on the line? 


ROW /lain/ n[C] 1 arow of people or things © There 
was a long line at the movie theater. © Just get in/ 
on line and wait your turn. 2 In football, the lines 
are the two front rows of opposing players who 
face one another at the start of a play: the offensive/ 
defensive line 
line /lain/ v [T] © People lined the streets along the 
parade route. © The long driveway was lined with 
trees. 
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SERIES /lain/ n[C usually sing] a series of people, 
esp. members of the same family, following one 
another in time © He comes from a long line of 
doctors. 

COVER /lain/ v[T] to cover the inside surface of an 
object with another material © / lined the kitchen 
cabinets with shelf paper. 
lining /'lar-nin/ n [C] material that covers the in- 
side surface of something © The lining of my jacket 
is torn. 

MILITARY /larn/ n [C] a row of military positions, 
particularly the ones closest to enemy positions © 
the front line © behind enemy lines 


WIRE/CONNECTION /lain/ n [C] an electrical or 
telephone wire or connection © Power lines were 
down after the storm. © That line is busy — may | take 
a message? 


PIPE /lain/ n[C] a system of pipes 0 a water/gas line 


RAILROAD /lain/ n [C] a train route, or a railroad 
track © rail/commuter lines 

COMPANY /lain/ n [C] a company that has an or- 
ganized system of transport by ship, truck, aircraft, 
or bus © a shipping line 
liner /‘lar-nar/ n [C] a large ship operated by a 
transport company © an ocean/cruise liner 

WORDS /lain/ n[C] 1 a row of words that form part 
of a text © Limericks are humorous five-line poems. 
2 Aline is also a short written message: Drop mea 
line when you get a chance. 3 Aline is also a remark 
that is intended to amuse, persuade, or deceive: 
He gave me some line about how his father is the 
mayor. 4 Lines are also the words that actors speak 
when performing. 


DIRECTION /lain/ n [C usually sing] a direction or 
path © Fortunately, the pedestrian wasn’t in the line 
of fire. 


WAY OF DEALING /lain/ n[C] a way of dealing with 
or thinking about something or someone © | 
couldn't follow his line of reasoning. 

JOB /lain/ n [C] a job, interest, or activity 0 “What 
line of work are you in?” “I’m a teacher.” 


GOODS /lain/ n[C] a type of goods © Our new swim- 
wear line will be in stores shortly. 


IDIOMS with line 


ea fine line, a thin line a very small difference be- 
tween two things that may seem different © There’s 
sometimes a very thin line between love and hate. © 
As a comedian, |’m always walking that fine line be- 
tween humor and sarcasm (= finding a balance be- 
tween them). 

ein line for something likely to get a job or benefit 
0 I’m in line for a promotion. 

ein line with something similar to © We try to keep 
our prices in line with our competitors. 

ein the line of duty while doing what was ex- 
pected in a particular job © A police officer was killed 
in the line of duty. O USAGE: Used mostly about po- 
lice officers, soldiers, and other people who do 
dangerous work. 

¢line your pocket(s) to make money esp. by using 
dishonest, immoral, or illegal methods © Some of 


these lawyers are only interested in lining their 
pockets. 

eon the line 1 at risk of failing or being harmed © 
His job is on the line. © Firefighters regularly put their 
lives on the line. 2 On the line also means speaking 
on the telephone: My mom was on the line, but | 
could hear my dad talking in the background. 


PHRASAL VERBS with line 


eline up (someone/something) FORM LINE [M] to 
form a line, or form people or things into a line © 
All the students were lining up for lunch. © The pho- 
tographer lined the family members up for a picture. 
eline someone/something up ORGANIZE [M] to or- 
ganize or arrange for something to be done © Have 
you lined up a band to play at the party? 


lineage /‘lin-i:-1d3/ n [U] biology all the living 
things that are related directly to the same living 
thing that existed long ago 


linear LENGTH /'lin-i:-ar/ adj [not gradable] re- 
lating to length, rather than area or volume © This 
carpet costs $12 per linear foot. © See also: LINEAR 
at LINE LONG MARK 


REASONABLE /'I1n-i:-ar/ adj (esp. of stories or ideas) 
continuing in a clear and reasonable way from one 
part to the next © The book offers excitement, linear 
plot development, and dramatic descriptions. O See 
also: LINEAR at LINE LONG MARK 


linear equation n [C] algebra an EQUATION 
(= mathematical statement) with a result that 
when it is put on a GRAPH (= drawing) forms a 
straight line 


linebacker /‘lain bzek-ar/ n [C] (in football) a 
player on defense who tries to stop players from 
the other team from moving the ball along the 
field © a middle/outside linebacker 


line-item veto n [C/U] politics & govern- 
ment the power to VETO (= not allow) a single item 
in a planned new law without vetoing the whole 
new law 


lineman /'lain-man/ n [C] p/-men (in football) 
a player on the forward line who protects other 
members of the team and stops plays by the op- 
posing team 


linen /‘lin-9n/ 1 strong cloth that is woven from 
plant fibers © [U] a linen jacket 2 Linens are cloth 
items for the home, such as sheets and TABLE- 
CLOTHS, made from linen or a similar material like 
cotton. 


line of scrimmage n [C usually sing] an 
imaginary line along which football teams face 
each other at the start of each play 


line segment n [C] geometry 
a section of a line between two 
POINTS 


lineup /‘la-nap/ n[C] 1a group 
of people that has been brought 
together to form a team or take 
part in an event © the starting 


lineup for today’s game © a star- LINE SEGMENT 
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555 liquify 


studded lineup of guests on the show 2 A lineup is 
also a row of people brought together by the po- 
lice so that a person who saw a crime can recog- 
nize the criminal among them. 


linger /‘l1n-gar/ v [I] to take longer than usual to 
leave or disappear © We went to small cafes where 
we could linger over cappuccino. © The smell lingered 
in the kitchen for days. 
lingering /'lig-ga-rn/ adj [not gradable] o She 
has lingering doubts about his ability to do the job. 


lingerie /\lan-d3a'rer, ,l@-39-,  -'ri:/ on [U] 
women’s underwear or clothing worn in bed 


lingo /‘lig-gou/ n [C] pi lingoes infmi language 
containing SLANG (= informal language) or tech- 
nical expressions, or a foreign language © In typical 
Hollywood lingo, he said, “This is gonna be big.” 


linguist /'l19-gwast/ n [C] someone who studies 
the structure and development of language, or 
someone who knows several languages 
linguistic /liq'gwis-tik/ adj [not gradable] con- 
nected with language or the study of language © 
linguistic analysis 
linguistics /lig'gwis-tiks/ n [U] the study of the 
structure and development of language in general 
or of particular languages 


lining /‘la-nin/ no See at LINE COVER 


link © CONNECTION /ligk/ n [C] a connection 
between two things © There is a clear link between 
poverty and malnutrition. © A high-speed rail link 
brings you to the airport. 
link @ /ligk/ v [I/T] © [I] Various activities have 
been linked to global warming. © [T] This is the only 
bridge linking the island with the mainland. 
linkage © /'lig:kid3/ n [C/U] a connection, or 
the action of connecting © [C] There's a direct link- 
age between cultural values and the way people live. 

CHAIN /I1gk/ n [C] one of the rings in a chain 


WORD /link/ n [C] a word or image on a WEBSITE 
that can take you to another document or website 
link /l1gk/ v [I/T] © [T] Linking your website to ours 
will benefit your site. 


PHRASAL VERB with link 


elink up (something) [M] to connect or combine 
with something © He’s linking up small businesses 
in Harlem with big ones in midtown. 


linking verb n [C] a verb that connects the 
subject of a sentence to the properties in the PRED- 
ICATE © In the sentence “My suitcase weighs 45 
pounds,” “weighs” is a linking verb. 


linoleum /la'nou-li:-am/ n [U] a hard, smooth 
floor covering 


lint /lint/ n [U] small, loose cloth fibers or pieces 
of thread © My black sweater is covered with lint. 


Linux /'lin-aks/ n [U] trademark a program for op- 
erating a computer that users are allowed to 
change or improve as they choose 


lion /‘lat-an/, female lioness /‘lat-a:nas/ n [C] a 
large, strong animal of the cat family from Africa 


and Asia which has yellow-brown fur, the male 
having a large MANE (= long neck fur) 


IDIOM with lion 


ethe lion’s share of something the largest part of 
something © She didn’t do much, but she got the 
lion’s share of the attention from the teachers. 


lip) BODY PART /lip/ n [C] 1 either of the two 
edges of flesh around the opening of the mouth o 
She licked/pursed/puckered her lips. 2 Lip gloss is a 
makeup put on the lips to make them shiny. 


EDGE /lip/n[C] the edge of a container or opening, 
esp. the part of the edge used for pouring 


SPEECH /lip/ n [U] slang speech that is rude and 
shows a lack of respect © Don’t give me any more 
of your lip. 


IDIOM with lip 


e your lips are sealed you will not talk about some- 
thing © “I want the party to be a surprise.” “Don't 
worry, my lips are sealed.” 


lipase /'lai-peis, -peiz/ n[U] biology a substance 
that is produced mainly in the PANCREAS (= body 
organ) and helps the body to digest LIPIDS (= fats 
and oils) 


lipid /‘lip-ad/ n [C] biology a substance that is an 
important part of living cells, mainly in the form 
of fat or oil 


lip-read vy [I] to understand what someone is 
saying by watching the movements of the mouth 


lip service n [U] to publicly support or approve 
of something, while actually taking no action to 
produce it © A /Jot of adults pay lip service to the idea 
that it is important to listen to teenagers’ ideas, but 
they tend to listen and then forget. © Is this a real 
promise, or is this just lip service? 


lipstick /‘lip-stik/ n [C/U] a makeup for coloring 
a person’s lips, usually enclosed in a tube 


liquefy, liquify /‘lik-wa fat/ v [I/T] to become or 
make something liquid © [I] Gases liquefy under 
pressure. 


liqueur /lr'k3r, -'kjur, -'kur/ n [C] any of several 
strong, sweet alcoholic drinks that are usually 
drunk in small amounts after a meal 


liquid SUBSTANCE /‘lIk-wad/n[C/U] chemistry, 
earth science a substance that flows easily and is 
neither a gas nor a solid 
liquid /‘ltk-wad/ adj [not gradable] chemistry, 
earth science © liquid oxygen/hydrogen © The metal 
mercury Is liquid at room temperature. 


MONEY /'lik-wad/ adj [not gradable] in the form of 
money, rather than investments or property, or 
able to be changed into money easily © liquid 
assets 
liquidate /'ltk-wa,deit/ v [T] 1 Investors have 
Started to liquidate their mutual funds (= sell them). 
2 Someone who liquidates a business closes it and 
sells what it owns. 
liquidation /,ltk-wa'der:fan/ n [U] 
pany was forced into liquidation. 


liquify /‘lik-wa ,fat/ v to LIQUEFY 


© The com- 
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liquor /‘ik-ar/ n [U] an alcoholic drink, esp. one 
that has been DISTILLED (= heated to a gas, then 
cooled to a liquid) 


lisp /lsp/ v[I/T] to pronounce “s” and “2” sounds 
like “th,” so that “sin” sounds like “thin” and 
“Zen” sounds like “then” 
lisp /lsp/ n [C] © I was teased at school because ! 
spoke with a lisp. 


list RECORD /list/ n [C] a record of short pieces of 
information usually arranged one below the other 
so that they can be read easily or counted © | have 
a long list of things we need to get for our new house. 
list /lust/ v[T] © The professor gave us a handout in 
which she listed the books we were supposed to read 
for the course. 
listing /'lts-tig/ n [C] an item in a list of infor- 
mation that is published regularly © To find the cor- 
rect TV channel, check the listings in your local 
newspaper. 

LEAN /list/ v [I] (esp. of a ship) to lean to one side 
© The tanker is listing badly and may sink. 


listen /‘lis-an/ v [I] to give attention to something 
you can hear or to a person who is speaking © Can 
you really listen to music while you do your home- 
work? © Listen, we really need to do something about 
having this place painted. 
listener /'lis-o-nar/ n[C] © For many listeners, the 
music of the Beatles summed up the sentiments of 
the 1960s. 


USAGE nna Se Ges F! 
listen, listen to, or hear? 
Use hear when you want to say that sounds, 


music, etc. come to your ears. You can hear 
something without wanting to. 


I could hear his music through the wall. 


Use listen to say that you pay attention to 
sounds or try to hear something. 


The audience listened carefully. 

Ssh! I’m listening! 
Use listen to when you want to say what it is 
that you are trying to hear. 

The audience listened to the singer. 

Ssh! I’m listening to the radio! 


WORD CHOICES listen = —(<‘—sts—S 


Hear can sometimes be used 
“listen.”” 

An audience gathered to hear him speak. 
If someone listens to another person’s conver- 
sation without them knowing, the verb eaves- 
drop or the phrasal verb listen in on is often 
used. 

He was eavesdropping on our conversation. 

| wish my brother would stop listening in on 

my phone calls. 

if you want someone to listen until you have 
said everything you want to say, you could use 
the phrasal verb hear someone out. 


At least hear me out before you make up your 
mind. 


instead of 


5 


If you suddenly start to listen to something 
carefully because you have heard something 
interesting, you could say that you prick up 
your ears. 
| heard my name mentioned and | pricked up 
my ears. 


eg 


PHRASAL VERB with listen 


elisten in (on something) to listen to someone's 
conversation when the person does not realize you 
are doing it © She thinks her boss is listening in on 
her phone conversations. 


listless /‘\ist-los/ adj tired and weak, and lacking 
energy or interest © As the tennis match continued 
in the 90° heat, his play grew listless and he made a 
number of errors. 


lit /l1t/ past simple and past participle of LIGHT © a 
dimly lit room (= a room without much light) 


litany /‘Iit-°n-i/ n [C] a long list spoken or given 
to someone, esp. to someone who has heard or 
seen it before or finds it boring © She had to hear 
once again his litany of complaints over how badly 
he was treated. 


lite /latt/ adj [not gradable] infm! containing less 
fat or sugar than similar types of food and there- 
fore less likely to make you increase your weight © 
lite beer © USAGE: This spelling of light is used in 
advertising products. If used otherwise, it is usually 
intended to be humorous. 


liter /‘lixt-ar/, abbreviation | n [C] a unit of mea- 
surement of volume equal to 1.057 quarts 


literacy /‘Itt-a-ra-si/ n [U] 1 the ability to read 
and write © She was actively involved in programs 
to increase adult literacy. 2 Literacy is also a basic 
skill or knowledge of a subject: computer literacy 
literate /'lit:a-rat/ adj 1 able to read and write © 
The man was barely literate and took a long time to 
write his name. 2 Literate also means having a 
good education or showing it in your writing: He 
wrote a literate, colorful column and reviewed plays. 
3 Literate also means having a basic skill or knowl- 
edge of a subject: They wanted to make sure their 
child was computer literate. 


literacy rate n [C] social studies the percent- 
age of people who are able to read and write 


literal /‘lit-a-ral/ adj 1 having exactly the same 
meaning as the basic or original meaning of a 
word or expression © a literal interpretation of the 
Constitution 2 A literal translation of a phrase in 
another language gives the meaning of each sepa- 
rate word. 
literally /'ltt-a-ra-li/ advo Beginning students tend 
to translate too literally. 


literally /‘it-9-ra-li/ adv [not gradable] 1 used 
for emphasizing how large or great an amount is 
© There were literally hundreds of pages to read in 
the contract. 2 Literally is also used to emphasize a 
statement and suggest that it is surprising: / liter- 


ally (= really) had no idea you and Sophie were 
coming. 
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literary /‘It-a,rer-i/ adj literature 1 connected 
with literature © She contributed poems to literary 
magazines. 2 Literary analysis is the study of a work 
of literature by a critic, teacher, or student. 


literature WRITING /‘IIt-o-ra-tfar, -,tfur/ n [U] 
writing that has lasting value as art © The course in 
English literature covers Shakespeare's plays. 

INFORMATION /'Irt-a-ra-tfar, -,tfur/ n [U] 1 all the 
information written about a subject © The medical 
literature is full of examples of accidental discoveries 
that led to important advances in science. 2 Litera- 
ture is also printed material published by a com- 
pany that informs people about its products or 
services: They handed out literature at the meeting 
about their new software. 


lithe /laré, lar6/ adj (of a body) thin and attractive, 
and able to move easily and gracefully © He was a 
fabulous athlete, full of lithe, quick movements. 


lithium /'0-i:-am/ n[U] chemistry a soft, gray- 
white metal that is lighter than other metals 


lithosphere /‘i19-a,sfir/_ n [C usually sing] 
earth science the solid outer layer of the earth 
lithospheric /,lr-a'sftr-1k, -'sfer-1k/ adj [not 
gradable] earth science 


litigate /‘\tt-3,gert/ v [I/T] law to cause an ar- 
gument between people or groups to be discussed 
in a law court so that a judgment can be made 


litigation / l1t-9'ger-fan/ n [U] law the process 
of taking an argument between people or groups 
to a court of law © Both sides agreed to the settle- 
ment to avoid the expense of litigation. 


litmus /‘It-mas/ n [U] chemistry a powder that 
is turned red by acid and blue by ALKALI (= sub- 
stance with the opposite chemical reaction as acid) 


litmus test CHEMICAL TEST n [C] chemistry a 
test of a chemical substance using paper treated 
with LITMUS, which tells whether a substance is 
acid or ALKALI 

OPINION /'lit-mas ,test/ n [C] an opinion or action 
that is thought to show more general opinions or 
likely future actions O Analysts say the election is a 
litmus test for democracy in the region. 

litre /‘li:t-ar/ n (C] a LITER 

litter WASTE /'lit-ar/ n [U] pieces of paper and 
other small objects that have been thrown out and 
are left on the ground in public places 
litter /‘ltt-ar/ v [T] © The park was littered with 
bottles and soda cans after the concert. 

YOUNG ANIMALS /'Irt-ar/ n [C] a group of animals 
born at the same time and having the same 
mother 

litterbug /‘lt-ar,bag/ n [C] disapproving some- 
one who leaves paper, plastic, etc., on the ground 
in public places 

little SMALL /'I1t-l/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 small in 
size or amount, or brief in time © She has a little 
room on the top floor where she works on her com- 
puter. O They have very little money. © It'll take me 
a little while longer to get ready. 2 Little can be used 
with approving words for emphasis: They have a 
nice little house. 


little /'lrt-®l/ pronoun, n[U] 1 a small amount 0 | 
could understand very little of what he said. 2 Alittle 
means a small amount of something: “Do we have 
any sugar left?” “A little.” >» Usage: small or little? 
at SMALL LESS 


GRAMMAR = —— 
little 


When little is used before a noun to show how 
much of the noun there is, remember that it 
can only be used with uncountable nouns. 
There’s very little sugar left. 
Fheres-verytittle sausagestett. 
For countable nouns, use few or not many 
instead. 
There are very few sausages left. 


NOT MUCH /'lit-*l/ adv comparative less, superlative 
least 1 not much © The county has done little to 
improve the traffic problem. © It’s a little-known fact 
that technically ticks are not insects. 2 A little means 
slightly: She was a little frightened. © You’re walking 
a little too fast for me. 

YOUNG /'Iit-®l/ adj [-er/-est only] young © When you 
were little, you and your brother were always fight- 
ing. © My little brother/sister (= younger brother or 
sister) is seven years old. © He stayed home from 
work today because his little boy/girl (= young son 
or daughter) is sick. 

NOT IMPORTANT /'‘Iit-9l/ adj [not gradable] not im- 
portant or not serious © | had a little problem with 
my car, but it’s fixed now. 


little finger n [C] a PINKIE 


Little League n[U] an organization of baseball 
teams in the US for children between the ages of 
8 and 12 


little toe n [C] the smallest of the five toes on 
your foot 


liturgy /‘\it-ar-d3i/ n[C/U] a set of words, music, 
and actions regularly used in religious ceremonies 
liturgical /la'tar-d31-kal/ adj [not gradable] 


livable, liveable /‘liv-a-bal/ adj (esp. of a place) 
acceptable or good enough © The apartment is far 
from perfect, but it’s livable. 


live HAVE LIFE /I1v/ v [I] to be alive or have life, or 
to continue in this state © Rembrandt lived in the 
17th century. © This oak tree has been living for over 
200 years. 
live /larv/ adj [not gradable] © There was a tank of 
live lobsters in the restaurant. 
living /'‘liv-1/ adj [not gradable] 1 Are any of your 
grandparents living (= still alive)? 2 Living is also 
used in some expressions to make them stronger: 
He’s the living image of his father (= looks exactly 
like his father). 
living /'lv-1n/ pln people who are still alive © On 
this anniversary of the tragedy we remember the liv- 
ing as well as the dead. 

HAVE A HOME /liv/ v [I always + adv/prep] to have 
as your home or as the place where you stay or 
return, esp. to sleep © Where do you live? © We live 
in St. Louis now but we used to live in Cincinnati. © 
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Freshmen are required to live on campus. © My 
brother lives with four other people in a big house. 


STAY ALIVE /l1v/ v [I] to stay alive by getting 
enough money to pay for food, a home, clothing, 
etc., or to stay alive by eating a particular food © 
She’s so poor — | wonder how she lives. 0 While he’s 
studying for the finals, he lives on junk food. © He’s 
living off the money he inherited from his father. 
living /‘ltv-1n/ n [C] the way you earn money, 
your job © What do you do for a living? © She’s not 
happy working at the hospital but at least it’s a 
living. 

SPEND LIFE /liv/ v [always + adv/prep] 1 to spend 
your life in a particular way © [I] After a while you 
get used to living alone. © [I] On his income, they 
can afford to live well. © [T] She lived her whole life 
in a little town in New Mexico. 2 To live can also 
mean to have the full experience that life can offer: 
[I] If you haven't been to Alaska, you haven't lived. 


AS IT HAPPENS /laiv/ adj, adv [not gradable] (of a 
performance) shown or broadcast to people 
watching or listening as it is happening, rather 
than being recorded to be shown or broadcast 
later © This evening at seven there will be a live tel- 
ecast of the debate. 0 There will be live music (= 
people playing music) at the party. 

ELECTRICITY /latv/ adj [not gradable] carrying or 
charged with electricity 0 You'd better test the elec- 
tric outlet first to see if it’s live. 


EXPLODE /latv/ adj [not gradable] able to explode 
© The army is using live ammunition on these 
maneuvers. 


WORD FAMILY live 


Nouns Verbs live 
outlive 


relive 


liveliness 
living 


Adjectives live 
lively 
living 


Adverbs live 


IDIOMS with live 


elive and let live to accept things as they are and 
not try to change them © We think the best ap- 
proach to having wolves here is to live and let live. 
elive it up to spend a lot of money to enjoy your- 
self because it is a special time © The kids are away 
at camp, so we thought we’d live it up and go to 
Bermuda. 


PHRASAL VERBS with live 


live down something [M] to make people forget 
that you made a big mistake or did something very 
embarrassing in the past © /f you show up with 
green hair, your parents will never let you live it 
down. 

elive for something to enjoy something more than 
anything else that you do © My son lives for sports. 
«live through something to experience something 
difficult or painful and continue to live O He may 
not live through the operation, but it’s his only 
chance. 

elive together to share a home © She and her sister 
live together in Richmond. 


elive up to something to achieve what is expected, 
esp. high standards © We expected a lot of her, and 
her performance lived up to our expectations. 

elive with something ACCEPT to experience and 
accept an unpleasant event, decision, or situation 
© When you get arthritis at your age, it’s just some- 
thing you just have to live with. 

elive with someone RELATIONSHIP to share a 
home with someone © How do you like living with 
your parents? 


liveable /‘liv-a-bal/ adj LIVABLE 


live-in adj [not gradable] living in the home of 
your employer © We have a live-in nanny who takes 
care of the children. 


livelihood /‘laiv-li: ,hud/ n [C/U] the way you 
earn the money you need to pay for food, a place 
to live, clothing, etc. © [C] They earn their livelihood 
from farming. 


lively /‘latv-li/ adj having or showing a lot of en- 
ergy and enthusiasm, or showing interesting and 
exciting thought 0 We have a lively group of seniors 
who meet to discuss the books they've read. © Imelda 
takes a lively interest in politics. 
liveliness /‘larv-li:-nas/ n [U] 


liven up something /,lat-va'nap/ phrasal verb 
[M] to make something more interesting or at- 
tractive O New wallpaper would help to liven up the 
kitchen. 


liver /'l1v-or/ n [C/U] 1 biology a large organ in 
the body that cleans the blood 2 Liver is also this 
organ from an animal used as meat. 


lives /laivz/ pl of LIFE 


livestock /‘laiv-stak/ p/n animals kept on a farm, 
such as cows, sheep, chickens, and pigs 


live wire n[C] someone who is very energetic 
and has an enthusiastic personality © My sister was 
the live wire and | was always called “the quiet one.” 


livid’ ANGRY /'I1v-ad/ adj extremely angry © The 
rude letter from his mother-in-law made him livid. 
COLOR /'liv-ad/ adj (esp. of marks on the skin) of a 
purple or dark blue color, usually caused by an in- 
jury O There was a livid bruise on her upper arm 

where she had fallen. 


living /‘liv-1n/ adj, no See at LIVE HAVE LIFE; LIVE 
STAY ALIVE 


living room, livingroom n [C] the room in a 
house or apartment where people sit or relax to- 
gether but do not usually eat or sleep 


living will n [C] a written document in which 
you state the types of medical treatment you do 
not want if you become so ill that you will die soon 


lizard /‘\1z-ord/ n[C] a REPTILE (= a type of animal 
that produces eggs) that has a long body, four 
short legs, and a long tail 


llama /‘lam-a/ n [C] a South American animal 
with along neck and long hair, used to carry loads 
and to provide wool 
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LLC nr [C] abbreviation for limited liability company 
(= a type of company in which the owners have 
specific tax advantages and no personal financial 
risk if the company should fail ) 


load WEIGHT CARRIED /loud/ n[C] 1 the amount 
or weight of something carried by a vehicle, a 
structure such as a bridge, or a person or animal © 
The truck had a load of bricks. © The maximum load 
for this elevator is eight persons. 2 physics Load is 
also the weight being moved by a LEVER. > Pic- 
ture: lever 
load /loud/ v [T] to put something in or on a ve- 
hicle © He could load more hay into the wagon. 


AMOUNT OF WORK /loud/ n [C] the amount of 
work to be done by a person © The normal teaching 
load at this university is three courses each semester. 


PUT INTO /loud/ v [T] to put into a piece of equip- 
ment something it uses to make it work © Bill 
loaded and aimed his crossbow. © The technician 
loaded a sample into the device. © You need to load 
the new software before you can use the computer. 
loaded /'loud-ad/ adj [not gradable] © a loaded 
gun (= one with bullets in it) 


IDIOMS with load 


eloaced down with things carrying or trying to 
carry a lot of things © She had three children and 
was loaded down with two heavy suitcases. 

eloads of something, a load of something infmi 
much or many © There were loads of people stand- 
ing around a TV set in the store. © Ellie’s a good 
student, and she has a load of friends. 


PHRASAL VERBS with load 


«load up something [M] to put things in or on a 
vehicle © Let’s load up the car and then we can go. 
eload up on something to gather a large amount 
of something © The tourists started loading up on 
perfume and cosmetics. 


loaded NOT FAIR /‘loud: ad/ adj not fair, esp. by 
being especially helpful to one side and not the 
other, or (of a question) by intentionally using 
words that will likely produce a particular answer 
O The questions in this debate were so loaded that 
they always got the answers they expected. 

RICH /‘loud-ad/ adj infmthaving a lot of money; rich 
O The guy never spends a dime but believe me, he’s 
loaded. 


loaf BREAD /louf/ n [C] pl loaves bread that is 
shaped and baked in a single piece and can be 
sliced for eating © Get a loaf of white bread from 
the corner store. 

AVOID WORK /louf/ v [I] infmi to avoid activity, esp. 
work © He just wanted to loaf for a while before be- 
ginning the new job. 


loafer /‘lou-far/ n[C] a type of shoe with stitches 
around the top and without SHOELACES (= strings 
used to tie shoes) 


loan /loun/ n [C/U] an act of lending something, 
esp. a sum of money that that has to be paid back 
with INTEREST (= an additional amount of money 
that is a percentage of the amount borrowed), or 


an amount of money that has been lent © [U] 
Thanks for the loan of your bike. © [C] My brother 
repaid his student loan within five years. © The paint- 
ing is on loan to the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
(= has been lent to it, esp. for more than a short 
period of time). 

loan /loun/ v [T] to lend something, esp. money 
© Can you loan me $10 until payday? 


loan shark n[C] inémi, disapproving a person who 
charges a very large amount of interest for lending 
money 


loath /love, lovs/ adj [+ to infinitive] unwilling; 
RELUCTANT © She‘d be loath to admit it, but she 
doesn't really like opera. 


loathe /lovs/ v [T] to feel strong hate, dislike, or 
disgust for someone or something © / loathe doing 
housework. © “Do you like fish?” “No, | loathe it.” 
loathing /‘lou-1n/ n[U] © He’s full of loathing and 
despair. 


loaves /louvz/ p/ of LOAF BREAD 


lob /\ab/ v [T] -bb- to hit or throw something, esp. 
a ball, in a high curve © Smith lobbed a perfect pass 
over the basket to Watkins. 


lobby SPACE /'lab-i/ n [C] a large, open space 
just inside the main entrance of a public building 
such as a hotel, office building, or theater © As you 
enter the lobby, you'll see the elevators on your right. 


PERSUADE /'‘lab-i/ v [!/T] politics & government to 
try to persuade an elected official to take a partic- 
ular action or change a law © [T] Council members 
have been lobbying colleagues on how to vote. 
lobby /‘lab-i/ n [C] politics & government a 
group of people who represent a particular indus- 
try or interest in dealing with a politician, official, 
etc. O the environmental lobby 
lobbyist /‘lab-i:-ast/ n[C] © lobbyists for the bank- 
ing industry 


lobe /loub/ n [C] an EARLOBE 


lobster /‘lab-star/ n [C/U] an animal that lives in 
the sea and has a shell-like covering on its body, 
two large CLAWS, and eight legs, or the flesh of 
this animal when used as food © [U] We had lobster 
for dinner. 


local AREA /‘iou-kal/ adj [not gradable] 1 from, 
existing in, or serving a particular place or smail 
area © the local population © the local newspaper © 
local phone calls © local government 2 medical Local 
also means limited to a particular part of the body: 
a local anesthetic 
local /'‘lou-kal/ n [C] a person who lives in the 
particular smail area you are talking about © /f 
you're lost and need directions, just ask one of the 
locals. 
localize /'‘lou-ka,laiz/ v [1/T] © [I] The infection 
seems to have localized in the foot. 
locally /‘lou-ka-li/ adv [not gradable] © focally 
grown vegetables 

VEHICLE /‘lou-kal/ n [C] a train or bus that stops at 
all or most of the places on its route where pas- 
sengers can get on or off © Compare EXPRESS 
FAST 
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locale /lou'kel/ n [C] an area or place, esp. one 
where something special happens © The film's lo- 
cale is Venice in the summer of 1957. 


locality /lou'kel-at-i/ n [C] a particular area or 
neighborhood © The schools work with states, lo- 
calities, teachers, and parents. 


locate © FIND POSITION /‘lou-kert, lou 'kert/ v 
[T] to find or discover the exact position of some- 
thing © Archeologists have located the remains ofan 
ancient temple. 

PUT IN PLACE /‘lou-kert, lou 'kert/ v [I/T] to put or 
establish something in a particular place © [T] The 
company decided to locate its headquarters in 
Denver. 


WORD FAMILY locate 


Nouns local Verbs locate 
location localize 
locale dislocate 
locality relocate 

Adjectives local Adverbs locally 


location © /lou'ker-fan/ n [C] 1 a particular 
place or position © a good location for a bookstore 
© The map showed the location of an old mine. 2 If 
a movie is filmed on location, it is made in an ac- 
tual place: The documentary was filmed on location 
in San Francisco. 


lock DEVICE TO FASTEN /lak/ n [C] a device that 
keeps something, such as a door or drawer, fas- 
tened, usually needing a key to open it 
lock /lak/ v [I/T] 1 [T] Be sure to lock all the doors 
when you leave. © [!] The garage door doesn’t lock. 
2 If you lock something somewhere, you make it 
safe by putting it in a special place and fastening 
it closed with a lock: [T] He locked the documents 
in his filing cabinet. 

NOT ALLOW CHANGE /lak/ v [I/T] to be or hold 
something in a position or condition where move- 
ment, escape, or change is not possible © [T] 
They're locked in a lawsuit with their former em- 
ployer. © [I] The cars crashed and the bumpers 
locked, making it impossible to move. © [M] The bank 
won't lock in our mortgage rate. 
lock /lak/ n [C] © The candidate has a lock on the 
nomination (= has control of it). 


WATER /lak/ n [C] a length of water with gates at 
either end where the level of water can be 
changed to allow boats to move between parts of 
a CANAL or river that are at different heights 


HAIR /lak/ n [C] a curl of hair, or a group of hairs 
IDIOM with lock 


elock, stock, and barrel including everything © 
I'm selling my house, lock, stock, and barrel with all 
the furniture and appliances. 


PHRASAL VERBS with lock 


elock someone out to prevent someone from get- 
ting into a building, room, or vehicle © / forgot that 
my dad didn’t have keys, and | locked him out of the 
house. © The door slammed and our keys were inside 
— so we were locked out (= unable to get in). 


elock up DOOR to make a building or room safe 
by locking the door and fastening the windows © 
Don’t forget to lock up when you leave the house. 
lock someone up IN PRISON [M] to put someone 
in prison © If found guilty, he could be locked up for 
life. 


locker /‘lak-ar/ n [C] a cabinet, often tall and 
made of metal, in which someone can lock his or 
her possessions and leave them for a period of time 


locker room n[C] a room with LOCKERS where 
people can leave their clothes while they exercise 
or play sports 


locket /‘lak-at/ n[C] a small item of jewelry that 
opens to show a picture of someone or a piece of 
hair, which is usually worn on a chain around the 
neck 


lockout /'lak-aut/ n [C] an action taken by an 

employer to stop workers from going into their 
place of work until they agree to particular con- 
ditions given by the employer 


locksmith /‘lak-sm1e/ n [C] a person who 
makes and repairs locks and supplies keys 


locomotion / lou-ka'mou- fan/ n[U] the ability 
to move; movement 


locomotive /,lou-ka'mout-1v/ n[C] the engine 
of a train that pulls it along 


locust /‘lou-kast/ n [C] any of several types of 

large GRASSHOPPERS (= insects with wings and 
long back legs) found esp. in hot areas © a swarm 
of locusts 


lodge BECOME FIXED /lad3/ v [always + adv/ 
prep] to become fixed or cause something to be- 
come fixed in a place or position © [I] A fish bone 
had lodged in her throat. © [T] The explosion lodged 
some metal fragments in his leg. 


MAKE /lad2/ v [T] to formally make a complaint to 
an official © to lodge a complaint/protest 


STAY /lad3/ v [I always + adv/prep] to stay in a piace 
temporarily, usually paying rent to do so O Mrs. 
Brown rents rooms — you can lodge with her for a 
few weeks. 
lodging /‘lad3-1n/ n [U] © The price includes board 
and lodging (= a room to sleep in). 

BUILDING /lad3/ n [C] 1 a small building used by 
people during a particular sports season © a hunt- 
ing lodge 2 A lodge is also a type of hotel in the 
countryside or mountains. 


loft ROOF SPACE /l>:ft/ n [C] 1 a space at the top 
of a building under the roof, used for storage or 
sometimes made into a room, or a raised area built 
over part of a room that is used esp. for sleeping 
2 A loft can also be an apartment in a building 
that was previously used for industry: She lives in 
a converted loft. 


HIT /lo:ft/ v [T] to hit a ball high in the air © The 
batter lofted the ball into right field. 


lofty /'lo:f-ti/ adj 1 high © lofty mountains 2 If 
someone's ideas or words are lofty, they show high 
principles or standards: lofty sentiments 


log WOOD /ls:g, lag/ n [C] a thick piece of tree 
trunk or branch © Stack the logs near the fireplace. 
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log /ls:g, lag/ v [I/T] -gg- to cut down trees for 
their wood © [T] Timber companies logged these 
mountains for years. 
logging /'ls:-gin, 'lag-1n/ n [U] © There’s a Iot of 
logging in the region. 

RECORD /l>:g, lag/ n [C] a full, written record of a 
trip, a period of time, or an event © a ship’s log 
log /ls:g, lag/ v [T] -gg- to put information into a 
written record © [T] The police have logged several 
complaints about loud parties in that building. © [T] 
He has logged over 1500 hours of flying time (= 
flown and recorded this amount). 


PHRASAL VERBS with log 


elog off, log out to stop using a computer system 
or program by giving a particular instruction © The 
program lets you shut down, restart, or log off Win- 
dows at specific times and dates. 

elog on, log in to start using a computer system 
or program by giving a PASSWORD (= a secret word 
by which the system recognizes an approved user) 
© About 40,000 gamers have been logging on every 
day since the website appeared last month. 


logarithm /'ls:g-9,r18-am, '‘lag-/, short form log 
/\>:g, lag/ n [C] algebra a number which shows 
how many times a particular number, called the 
base, has to be multiplied by itself to produce an- 
other number 
logarithmic /,lo:g-a'r1-mik, ,lag-/ adj 


log cabin n [C] a small house made from tree 
trunks 


loggerheads /'l:-.gar,hedz, ‘lag-ar-/ pi n 
strong disagreement © The principal and the teach- 
ers were at loggerheads over some of the new school 
rules. 


logic © REASONABLE THINKING /'lad3-1k/ n[U] 
a particular way of thinking, esp. one that is rea- 
sonable and based on good judgment © | fail to 
see the logic of your argument. 
logical © /'lad3-1-kal/ adj After the children were 
grown, moving to a smaller house was the logical 
thing to do. 
logically @ /'lad3-1-kli/ adv © Related material 
has been grouped logically. 


FORMAL THINKING /‘lad3z:1k/ n [U] a formal, sci- 
entific method of examining or thinking about 
ideas 

logician @ /la'd3if-an/ n [C] someone who 
studies or is skilled in logic 


logistics /la'd31s-tiks/ p/n the careful organiza- 
tion of a complicated military, business, or other 
activity so that it happens in a successful and ef- 
fective way © The logistics of getting five kids off to 
school in the morning are pretty complex. 
logistical /la'd3ts-tr-kal/ adj © Delays and logis- 
tical problems have become familiar concerns. 


logjam /'ls:g-dgam, 'lag-/ n[C] something that 
blocks the ability to do other things © They broke 
the logjam by starting a series of discussions. 


logo /'lou-gou/ n [C] pi logos a small picture or 
design that a company or organization uses as its 
symbol © Athletes are all wearing the sneaker com- 
pany’s logo. 


loin /lsin/ n[C] a piece of meat from the back of 
an animal near the tail or from the top part of the 
back legs © roast loin of venison 


loincloth /‘lsin-kls:6/ n[C] a piece of cloth that 
hangs down from the waist and covers the LOINS, 
sometimes worn by men in hot countries 


loins /loinz/ p/n literature the reproductive 
organs 


loiter /'loit-ar/ v [I] to stay in a public place with- 
out an obvious reason to be there © The law pro- 
hibits loitering on a public street. 
loitering /‘loit-a-rin/ n [U] © He was arrested for 
loitering. 


loll /lal/ v [I always + adv/prep] to lie or sit in a 
relaxed, informal way, or (esp. of the tongue) to 
hang loosely © She folled in an armchair. © The pa- 
tient lay with her mouth open, her tongue lolling out. 


lollipop /‘ld-i:,pap/ n [C] a hard candy on the 
end of a small stick 


lone /loun/ adj (not gradable] being the only one 
in a place or situation; standing alone © Her singing 
is backed by a lone piano. 
loner /'lou-nar/ n[C] someone who prefers to be 
alone and to do things without other people 


lonely /‘loun-li/ adj 1 (of someone) feeling sad 
because you are alone, or (of something) causing 
this feeling © a lonely child © my lonely room 2 A 
lonely place has no people, buildings, etc.: a lonely 
and deserted road 
loneliness /'loun-li-nas/ n[U] © Some elderly peo- 
ple live in isolation and loneliness. >» Confusables: 
alone or lonely? at ALONE WITHOUT PEOPLE 


lonesome /‘loun-sam/ adj (of someone) feeling 
sad because you are alone or are apart from some- 
one, or (of something) causing this feeling © She 
was feeling lonesome for her family. © the lonesome 
whistle of a distant train 


long DISTANCE /ls:n/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 being 
a distance between two points that is more than 
average or usual, or being of a particular length © 
There was a long line at the post office. © When | 
was young | wore my hair long. © We're still a long 
way from the station (= a great distance). 2 A long 
piece of writing, such as a book or story, has many 
words: It’s a long book ~ over 600 pages. 3 Long 
underwear is LONG JOHNS. 


TIME /l5:n/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 being an amount of 
time that is more than average or usual, or being 
of a particular amount of time © The days are longer 
in summer than in winter. © We had to wait a long 
time to see the doctor. 0 We went away for a long 
weekend in April (= Saturday, Sunday, and an extra 
day or days). 2 Something that is long-lost has not 
been seen for many years before appearing sud- 
denly: A long-lost diary was discovered among his 
papers. 
long /la:n/ adv [-er/-est only] © Have you been 
waiting long? © I’ve known her longer than you have. 
© | don’t want to stay any longer (= for any more 
time). 

WANT /lo:n/ v [I] to want something very much © 
[+ to infinitive] She longed to move out of the city. 
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long-distance 


long-distance 


longing /‘ls:9-19/ n[C] a strong desire © a longing 
for peace and quiet 


IDIOMS with long 


ea long way to go a large amount of time and 
effort © You’ve got a long way to go before you're 
ready to compete at the national level. 

eat long last finally, after much waiting © At long 
last the government is starting to listen to our 
problems. 

ein the long run at some time in the future © You 
may want to quit school now, but in the long run, 
you'll regret it. © Opposite: IN THE SHORT RUN at 
SHORT IDIOMS 

ethe long haul a period of years rather than days, 
weeks, or months © | want to invest my money for 
the long haul, not just to get rich quick. 


long-distance adj traveling or separated by a 
large distance © a long-distance phone call 


longevity /lan'd3ev-at-i, |s:n-/ n [U] a long life 
© He attributed his longevity to exercise and a 
healthy diet. 


longhand /'ls:7-haeend/ n [U] writing done by 
hand usually with a pen or pencil © He wrote the 
confession in longhand and signed it. 


longitude /‘lan-d39,tu:d/ n [C/U] the position 

to the east or west of an imaginary circle around 
the earth that goes through the North Pole, the 
South Pole, and Greenwich, England © Compare 
LATITUDE DISTANCE » Picture: earth 


longitudinal /‘lan-d3a ,tu:- 
den-al/ adj [not gradable] 1 
LENGTHWISE © a longitudinal 
section 2 examined or done 
over time © a longitudinal study 
of mental health 3 earth sci- 
ence Longitudinal also means 
relating to LONGITUDE. 


longitudinal wave n [Cc] 

physics a WAVE ENERGY FORM 
in which the substance the 
wave travels through moves in 
the same direction of the wave 
itself. Sound waves are longi- 
tudinal waves. © Compare 
TRANSVERSE WAVE 


long johns, tong underwear 
pl nwarm, tight-fitting underwear reaching to the 
feet and hands 


long-running adj continuing for a long period 
of time © a long-running Broadway musical 

longshoreman /'ls:5'fo:r-man, -'four-/ n [C] 
pl-men a person whose job is loading and unload- 
ing ships 

long shot n [C] something that is not likely to 


succeed © /t’s a long shot, but you could try calling 
him at home. 


LONGITUDINAL 
SECTION 


long-standing adj having existed for a long 
time © It’s been our long-standing policy not to allow 
pets at the hotel. 


long-term adj happening, existing, or contin- 
uing for many years or far into the future © Scien- 
tists warned of the long-term effects of global 
warming. 


longtime, long-time /‘ls:n'tarm/ adj [not grad- 
able] having existed or lasted for many years © a 
longtime friend 


look SEE /luk/ v [I] to direct your eyes in order to 
see O Come look at what I’ve found. © She looked at 
her brother. © He looked out (of) the window of the 
bus. © Compare SEE USE EYES 
look /luk/ n [C usually sing] © Take a look at this 
picture and see if you recognize anyone. 
WORD CHOICES 
See also: see 
Watch is used when someone looks at some- 
thing for a period of time, especially something 
that is changing or moving. 
| sat by the window and watched people 
walking past. 
Glance is used when someone looks at a person 
or thing very quickly. 
She glanced around the room to see who was 
there. 
if you look very quickly and secretly, you can 
use the verbs peep or peek. 
She peeped through the curtains to see what 
was happening. 
He peeked inside the box. 
The verb stare is used when someone looks for 
a long time, especially because of being sur- 
prised or frightened. 
Don’t stare at people like that — it’s rude. 
If you look at something or someone for along 
time because you are admiring that thing or 
person or because you are thinking about 
something, you can use the verb gaze. 
We sat there gazing at the lake. 
Peer is used when someone looks at something 
with difficulty. 
When no one answered the door, she peered 
through the window. 
The verbs examine, inspect, or scrutinize are 
often used when someone looks at something 
very closely in order to find out more about it. 
Police are examining the house for clues. 
She inspected the car for damage. 


He scrutinized the woman’s face to See if she 
was lying. 


SEARCH /luk/ v [I always + adv/prep] to try to find 
something © Please help me look for my keys. 0 We 
looked everywhere but couldn’t find it. © I'll look for 
a present for Tracy while I’m at the mall. 
look /luk/ n [C usually sing] © Ill take a look and 
see if you left the keys in the kitchen. © After a brief 
look around, the police left. 


SEEM /luk/ v[L] to seem or appear to be © The roads 
look icy. © That dress looks nice on you. © He looked 
friendly. © She looked like she hadn't slept all night. 
© He has started to look his age (= appear as old as 
he really is). © /t looks like (= It is likely that) we‘ 
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be finished by January. © It looks like snow (= It 
seems likely to snow). 

look /luk/ n [C] an expression of the face, or a 
particular appearance © a joyful/sad look © | didn’t 
like the look of the place and left as soon as | could. 
© [pl] He had good looks and lots of money. 
looking /'luk-1n/ adv having a stated type of ap- 
pearance © an odd-looking man © A linen shirt is 
casual looking. 


EXAMINE /luk/ v [I always + adv/prep] to examine 
or study, often quickly or informally © Would you 
look over these numbers to see if I’ve made a mis- 
take? © | don’t go there to shop — | just like to look 
around and see what they have. 
look /luk/ n [C usually sing] © I’m worried about 
this skin rash and | want my doctor to have a look 
at it. 


FACE /luk/ v [I] to be in or view a particular direc- 
tion, face © The garden looks east. © The porch looks 
out over the lake. 


GETTING ATTENTION /luk/ exclamation used to get 
someone’s attention, often to express anger or an- 
noyance © Look, I’ve already told you that I’m not 
lending you any more money. 


IDIOMS with look 


elook someone in the eye, look someone in the 
face to talk to someone in an honest way that 
shows no doubts © / wanted to look people in the 
eye and tell them | made a mistake. © | can’t believe 
you can look me in the face and lie to me like that. 
elook right through someone to pretend not to 
see someone even while your eyes are directed to- 
ward that person © / smiled at him, but he looked 
right through me. 

elooking for trouble behaving in a way that is 
likely to cause problems for you © Parking illegally 
in front of the police station is looking for trouble. © 
Compare ASKING FOR TROUBLE at ASK IDIOM 


PHRASAL VERBS with look 


elook after someone/something to care for or be 
in charge of someone or something © He looks after 
his son during the day. © Annie can look after herself. 
elook ahead to think of and decide about the fu- 
ture © We need to look ahead to when the children 
are grown. 

¢ look back to think of or remember what has hap- 
pened in the past O George looked back on his ca- 
reer in government with a great deal of satisfaction. 
«look down on someone to feel that someone is 
less important than you or does not deserve re- 
spect © Homeowners often look down on plumbers. 
elook forward to something to feel pleasure be- 
Cause an event or activity is going to happen © I’m 
looking forward to my vacation. 

elook in on someone/something to visit someone 
or something for a short time © I/t helps if older 
people have a nearby relative who will look in on 
them. 

elook into something to try to find out about 
something © /‘ll look into the reasons for the 
decision. 

elook like someone/something SIMILAR APPEAR- 
ANCE to be similar in appearance to someone or 
something © The twins look like their mother. © In- 


side is a computerized device that looks like a small 
turtle. 

elook like something POSSIBLE FUTURE to appear 
likely to happen © It sure looks like snow today. 

e look on/upon someone/something to consider or 
think of someone or something in a stated way © 
We looked on her as a daughter. 

elook out to watch what is happening and be 
careful © Please look out when you're crossing 
streets. O Related noun: LOOKOUT 

elook up someone VISIT [M] to come and see 
someone; visit © Look me up the next time you're in 
Los Angeles. 

elook something up CHECK FACTS [M] to check a 
fact or get information about something © /f you‘re 
not sure what the word means, look it up in a dictio- 
nary. © | looked up solar power on the Internet to find 
out more about it. 

elook up IMPROVE to get better; improve © / hope 
things will start to look up in the new year. 

elook up to someone to admire and respect some- 
one © Kids look up to ballplayers, and we need to let 
kids know that it is not OK to cheat. 


look-alike, lookalike /‘lok-9 ,laik/ n [C] some- 
one or something very similar in physical appear- 
ance to someone or something else © an Elvis 
Presley lookalike 


lookout /'luk-aut/ n[C] Ta person whose job is 
to watch for someone or something to appear © 
Assign someone to be a lookout on the boat to keep 
an eye out for rocks. 2 If you are on the lookout for 
something, you are watching for it to appear: 
What kinds of behavior should parents be on the 
lookout for? 3 A lookout is also a place where you 
can see a long distance: Turner works at the fire 
lookout on Carey Dome. © Related verb: LOOK OUT 


loOmM APPEAR /lu:m/ v [I] to appear, esp. when 
seeming large and threatening © Record budget def- 
icits, now running well above $200 billion a year, 
loom over the recovery. 


DEVICE /lu:m/ n[C] a piece of equipment on which 
thread is woven into cloth 


IDIOM with loom 


eloom large to become or seem more important 
and often cause worry © The question of how | had 
done on my finals loomed large in my mind. 


loonie /‘lu:-ni/ n [C] Cdn, infmi a Canadian coin 
worth one dollar 


loony /‘lu:-ni/ adj [-er/-est only] foolish or crazy 
© He has loony ideas. 


loop /lu:p/ n [C] a circular shape made by some- 
thing long and narrow in which the two ends cross 
each other, leaving an open space within © A loop 
of thread from my sweater caught on a nail. © The 
exit ramp makes a loop under the elevated highway. 
loop /lu:p/ v [I/T] © [I always + adv/prep] The na- 
ture trail loops around and comes back to where you 
Start. 


loophole /‘lu:p-houl/ n [C] an opportunity to 
legally avoid an unpleasant responsibility, usually 
because of a mistake in the way rules or laws have 
been written 0 The new law is designed to close most 
of the tax loopholes. 
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loose NOT ATTACHED /lu:s/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 
not firmly attached in place © /’d better sew that 
loose button before it comes off. © A few loose sheets 
of paper were lying around. 2 If an animal is loose, 
it is not tied up or caged in. 
loosely /‘lu:-sli/ adv 0 The package was loosely 
wrapped. 
loosen /‘lu:-san/ v [I/T] to become or make 
something less firmly fixed © [I] The screws holding 
the light fixture have loosened, and it’s dangling from 
the ceiling. © [T] (fig.) When immigration laws were 
loosened, the number of immigrants shot up. 


+. 4. — < 


CONFUSABLES | 
loose or lose? 
Be careful, these two words look and sound 


similar but have completely different 
meanings. 
Loose is an adjective, meaning not attached or 
not tight. 


These trousers are a bit loose. 
Lose is a verb, meaning “to not be able to find 
something” or “to have something taken away 
from you.” Be careful not to use loose when 
you really mean lose. 

| hope he doesn’t lose his job. 


NOT TIGHT /lu:s/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 not tight; not 
fitting closely to the body or the thing that is cov- 
ered © Wear comfortable, loose clothing to your ex- 
ercise class. 2 Loose can also mean not closely 
following something original, or not exact: The 
film is a loose adaptation of Conrad’s novel. 
loosely /'lu:-sli/ adv © a loosely knit sweater 
loosen /'lu:-san/ v [T] © It was hot in the room so 
| loosened my tie. 


IDIOMS with loose 


eat loose ends not knowing what to do, esp. be- 
cause of an upsetting change © /| was at loose ends 
after finishing school and not being able to find a 
job. 

eloosen up 1 to stretch your muscles, esp. by do- 
ing special exercises before a hard physical activity 
© He always spent 20 minutes loosening up before 
going for his morning run. 2 To loosen up is also to 
relax, esp. after being nervous: She was nervous at 
the beginning of the interview but loosened up after 
a while. 


loose end n [C usually pl] something that still 
needs to be done or explained © My research is 
done, but | have some loose ends to tie up. 


loose-leaf adj [not gradable] having special pa- 
per that can be easily removed and replaced © a 
loose-leaf notebook 


loot /lu:t/ v [1/T] 1 (said esp. of large numbers of 
people) to steal from stores © [I] Riot police were 
sent to prevent the mob from looting. 2 To loot 
something is also to take a lot of money away from 
it that does not belong to you: [T] The officers of 
the corporation looted the company of millions of 
dollars. 


loot /lu:t/ n [U] money or valuable objects that 
have been stolen © Three men have been sentenced 
to prison for taking part in the robbery, but the loot 
was never recovered. 


lop /lap/ v [T] -pp- to cut a piece from something 
with a single quick action © [M] We’ve got to lop 
off the lower branches of this tree. © (fig.) The city 
council lopped thousands of dollars from the budget. 


lope /loup/ v [I] (of a person or animal) to run 
with long, relaxed steps 


lopsided /‘lap ‘said: ad/ adj with one side or part 
much bigger or higher than the other; uneven © 
The Yankees won by the lopsided score of 17 to 2. 


loquacious /lov'kwer Jas/ adj having the habit 
of talking a lot 


Lord /ls:rd/ n [U] 1 (in the Christian and Jewish 
religions) God 2 Some people say Lord to express 
surprise, shock, or worry: Oh Lord! I’ve forgotten the 
tickets! 


lord /lo:rd/ n[C] 1 (in some countries) a title of a 
man who has a specially high social rank, or the 
person himself 2 A lord is also a man who has a 
lot of power in a particular area: a feudal lord o a 
crime lord 0 Compare LADY TITLE 


IDIOM with lord 


elord it over someone to behave as if you are more 
important than someone and have a right to tell 
that person what to do © He likes to lord it over his 
little sister. 


lore /lo:r, lour/ n [U] knowledge and stories, usu- 
ally traditional, about a subject © He published sev- 
eral books on Indian lore and hunting. 


lorry /‘lo:r-i/ n (C] Br TRUCK 


lose NOT BE ABLE TO FIND /lu:z/ v [T] past lost to 
not be able to find something © / lost my keys some- 
where in the house. © Two officers chased the sus- 
pect, but he turned down an alley and they lost sight 
of him (= could no longer see him). » Confusables: 
loose or lose? at LOOSE NOT ATTACHED 


USAGE © TS En 
lose or miss? 


Usually you miss something that happens, 
such as an event, a train or plane leaving, or an 
opportunity. 

I’m sorry I'm late, | missed the bus. 


tA 4 


Usually you lose a thing. 
I’ve lost my umbrella. 


NO LONGER POSSESS /lu:z/ v [T] past lost 1 to no 
longer have something, because it has been taken 
away from you, either by accident or purposely © 
Workers will lose their jobs if the plant closes. © He 
lost his leg in a car accident. 2 \f you lose someone, 
that person dies: George lost his wife in 1990. 3 If 
you lose money you have risked, you do not make 
a profit and do not get your money back. 4 A busi- 
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lotion 
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ness that is losing money is spending more money 
than it is receiving. 


BE DEFEATED /lu:2/ v[I/T] pastlost to fail to succeed 
in a game or competition © [I] If we lose again, 
we’re out of the playoffs. © [T] Anderson lost the elec- 
tion by a narrow margin. 
loser /'lu:-zar/ n[C] a person who is defeated, or 
someone who regularly fails Oo When she found out 
she’d been accepted to the program because of her 
low scores, she felt like a loser. 


NOT MAINTAIN /lu:2/ v [T] past lost 1 to not main- 
tain or no longer have control over a quality or 
ability © She used to play tennis regularly, but lately 
she’s lost interest in it. 0 The driver lost control of her 
car. O The dog is losing her eyesight/hearing/sense 
of smell. © Carl lost his balance and fell down the 
Stairs. 2 If you lose time or an opportunity, you 
waste it. 3 If a clock loses time, it goes more slowly 
than it should. 


HAVE LESS OF /lu:z/ v [T] past lost to have less of 
something, esp. in the body © to lose blood/weight 

CONFUSE /lu:z/ v [T] past lost to confuse someone 
0 I'm sorry, you've lost me — would you go over that 
again? 


WORD FAMILY lose 


Nouns loser lost 


loss 


Adjectives 
Verbs 


lose 


IDIOMS with lose 


e lose count of something to not be able to remem- 
ber a total 0 I’ve lost count of how many times she’s 
been late for work this month. © Opposite: KEEP 
COUNT (OF SOMETHING) at KEEP IDIOMS 

elose face to become less respected by others 0 
She had to accept defeat without losing face. 

elose your head to not have control of your emo- 
tions © Everything went dark, and | just lost my head 
and couldn’t think what to do. 

lose heart to stop believing that you can succeed 
© This is a difficult time, but don’t lose heart — just 
remember how much you've already achieved. 
elose your mind infmi to become crazy © I’m going 
to lose my mind if | have to stay here any longer. 
elose sight of to not consider something, esp. be- 
cause you have forgotten about it 0 We cannot lose 
sight of the need to keep the public safe. 

elose sleep (over something) to worry about 
something so much that you cannot sleep © / know 
you made a mistake, but | wouldn't lose sleep over it. 
elose your temper, lose your cool/lose it to be- 
come very angry © Michelle wanted everybody to 
like her so much that she just lost it if someone got 
mad at her. 0 When | feel like I’m about to lose my 
cool, | just leave the room. 

elose track to not know any longer where some- 
one or something is, or to not be able to remem- 
ber something © I’ve lost track of most of my old 
college friends, unfortunately. 0 Can you remember 
what number we were working on? I’ve lost track. 
elose your touch to no longer be able to do some- 
thing as well as you could before © You only beat 
me once in the last five games — you're not losing 
your touch, are you? 


elose touch (with someone) to no longer com- 
municate with someone © | lost touch with Katie 
after she moved to Canada. 

elose touch (with something/someone) to no 
longer have recent knowledge of something or 
someone, so that you do not understand that 
thing or person well © Politicians can easily lose 
touch with the real people if they spend too much 
time in Washington D.C. © He never lost touch with 
Mexican culture. 


loss NOT HAVING /lo:s/ n [C/U] 1 the action or 
state of not having or keeping something any 
more © [C] The company’s losses over the last few 
years have been staggering. 2 Loss may mean 
death: (U] They never got over the loss of their son. 


NOT CONTROLLING /lo:s/ n [C/U] the action or 
state of not maintaining or having control over 
something any more © [C] He suffered a gradual 
loss of memory in his later years. 


IDIOM with loss 


eat a loss to not know what to do © I’m at a loss 
to explain what happened. © | was so embarrassed 
that | was at a loss for words (= | didn’t know what 
to say). 


lost CANNOT BE FOUND /lo:st/ adj (of a person) 
unable to find your way, or (of an item) not to be 
found © a lost child/pet/earring © We got lost on the 
way home. © (fig.) I’d be lost without you (= | would 
not know what to do). 


CONFUSED /lo:st/ adj confused, or not able to un- 
derstand or appreciate © His explanation was so 
complicated, | got lost after the first example. © Ev- 
eryone else thought it was funny, but that joke was 
lost on me. 


LOSE /l>:st/ past simple and past participle of LOSE 


lost cause n [C] something that cannot be 
achieved © It rained all weekend, so painting the 
house was a lost cause. 


lot LARGE AMOUNT /lat/n infm/ 1 A lot can mean 
much or often: You look a lot like your sister. 0 We 
eat out a lot. 2 A lot of or lots of means a large 
amount or number of something: / saved a lot of 
money with those coupons. O They want to have lots 
of children. » Usage: many, much, or a lot of? at 
MANY 


a lot 

When you use a noun phrase after a lot or lots, 
remember to use the preposition of before the 
noun phrase. 


There have been a lot of changes in recent 
years. 


Fhere-have-beer etot-ehanges-_in-reeent-years. 
Lots of people hate the new computer system. 


Lots-people hate-the-new-computer-system: 


A = - 


LAND /lat/ n([C] an area of land 0 They purchased a 
lot last summer and built a house on it the following 
year. 


lotion /‘lou:Jan/ n [C/U] a liquid that is put on 
your skin in order to protect it, improve its condi- 
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tion, or make it smell pleasant © [U] She applied 
some hand/suntan lotion and rubbed it in. 
lottery /'lot-a-ri/ n [C] a system of selling num- 
bered tickets and giving prizes to those people 
whose numbers are chosen by chance © Even if she 
won the lottery, Paige says she’d still keep her job. 
loud NOISY /laud/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] having 
or producing a large amount of sound © a loud 
noise © Would you speak a little louder, please? 
loudly /‘laud-li/ advo “What does she want now?” 
he asked loudly. 
loudness /‘laud-nas/ n [U] © Differences in loud- 
ness are measured in decibels. 


worD CHOICES loud 


An alternative to “loud” is noisy. 

Our neighbors are very noisy. 
If something is extremely loud, you can use the 
words deafening or thunderous. 

The music was deafening. 

Thunderous cheers erupted from the fans 

during the final seconds of the game. 

A sound that is loud, unpleasant and high can 
be described as piercing or shrill. 

a piercing scream 

a shrill whistle 


BRIGHT /laud/ adj [-er/-est only] (of colors) too 
bright © a loud tie/pattern 


WORD FAMILY loud 


Nouns loudness Adverbs aloud 


Adjectives loud loud 
loudly 


IDIOM with loud 


eloud and clear in a way that is easily understood 
© We need to get our message through loud and 
clear. 


loudmouth /‘laud-maué/ n [C] someone who 
talks too much or too loudly, esp. in an offensive 
or stupid way 

loudspeaker /‘loud spi:-kar/ n [C] a device 
that changes electrical signals into sounds loud 
enough to be heard at a distance 

lounge ROOM /laund3/ n [C] a public room for 
relaxing or waiting in © a faculty lounge 

RELAX /laund3/ v [I] to stand or sit in a relaxed way 
© She was lounging on the beach. 


louse /laus/ n [C] p/ lice a small insect that lives 
on the bodies of people and animals 


PHRASAL VERB with louse 


elouse up something [M] infmi to spoil something 
or make it worse © There isn’t a mechanic alive who 
doesn’t louse up a job once in a while. 


lousy /'‘lau-zi/ adj [-er/-est only] infm! bad or un- 
pleasant © The city does a lousy job of snow removal. 
oO | thought the movie was lousy. 


lout /laut/ n [C] infmi a rude, stupid, or awkward 
man © He’s such a lout. 


love LIKE SOMEONE /lav/ v [T] to have a strong 
affection for someone, which can be combined 
with a strong romantic attraction © Susan loved her 
brother dearly. © “I love you and want to marry you, 
Emily,” he said. 
love /lav/ n[U] 1 Our love will last forever. © Chil- 
dren need lots of love. © “I’m seeing Laura next 
week.” “Oh, please give/send her my love (= Tell her 
| am thinking about her with affection). ” 2 If you 
fall in love you begin to love someone: She’s fallen 
in love and made plans to marry. 3 You can write 
love/love from/all my love/lots of love before your 
name at the end of letters to family and friends. 4 
A person who is in love is experiencing a romantic 
attraction for another person. © | think he’s in love 
with Anna. 
lovable, loveable /'Iav-a-bal/ adj easy to love © 
Owen’‘s a lovable little kid with lots of energy. 
lover /'‘lav-ar/ n [C] a partner in a romantic or 
physical relationship 
loving /'lav-1n/ adj © a loving home/relationship 
lovingly /'lav-1n-li/ advo Grandma lovingly kissed 
the baby. 


WORD CHOICES love = |©— | 


A deep love that does not involve romantic 
feelings can be described as adoration. 
She described her complete adoration of her 
brother. 
The words romance or passion can be used 
when the love involves physical attraction. 
The romance/passion had gone out of their 
relationship. 
Infatuation is used when someone has a strong 
feeling of love which does not last very long. 
No one expected their infatuation with each 
other to last. 
If someone is very much in love, you can say 
that person is head over heels (in love). 
He fell head over heels in love with his best 
friend’s sister. 
Love between two people who are very young, 
which often disappears as they get older, can 
be described as puppy love. 
It won't last, it’s just puppy love. 


LIKE SOMETHING /Iav/ v to like something very 
much © [T] My kids love cartoons. © [+ to infinitive] 
We'd love to own our own home. 
love /lav/ n[C/U] © [U] | don’t share my boyfriend’s 
love for sports. © [C] Music is Stephen’s greatest love. 
lover /'lav-ar/ n[C] a person who likes or enjoys 
a particular thing © The remote island is ideal for 
nature lovers. 
loving /'lav-1n/ adj © He described his work in lov- 
ing detail. 


WORD FAMILY love 


Nouns love 
lover 
loveliness 


Verbs love 


Adjectives lovable 
unlovable 
lovely 
loving 


Adverbs 


lovingly 
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love affair n[C] 1aromantic and usually physi- 

cal relationship between two people 2 A strong 
positive feeling between a person and an idea or 
activity can also be called a love affair: The league 
launched the program in New Orleans because of 
Louisiana's love affair with football. 


lovely /‘lav-li/ adj [-er/-est only] attractive and 
beautiful, or pleasant and enjoyable © You look 
lovely in that dress. © Thank you for a lovely evening. 
loveliness /'lav-li:-nas/ n [U] 


love seat /‘lav'si:t/ n [C] a small SOFA (= soft 
seat with a back and arms) that is only long 
enough for two people 


loving /'lav-1n/ adj © See at LOVE LIKE SOMEONE; 
LOVE LIKE SOMETHING 


lovingly /'lav-inli/ adv © See at LOVE LIKE 
SOMEONE 


low NOTHIGH /lou/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] not 
high or tall; close to the ground, or near the bot- 
tom of something © a low fence/ceiling © Until I'm 
a better skier, I'll stay on the lower slopes. © That 
plane is flying awfully low. 

lower /'‘lou-ar/ v [T] to let or bring someone or 
something down, or make something less high © 
She lowered the blinds to block out the afternoon 
sun. 


SMALLER THAN USUAL /lou/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] 
T smaller than the usual or average size, number, 
value, or amount © They have the lowest food prices 
in town. O Temperatures will dip lower near the end 
of the week. © Believe it or not, this dessert is low in 
calories. 2 \f a supply of something becomes low, 
you have very little of it left: We’re running low on 
gas. 3 Low can also mean producing only a small 
amount of sound, heat, or light: They spoke in low 
voices. 0 She turned the heat down low. 4 Low can 
also mean of bad quality: My test results were dis- 
appointingly low. 
low /lou/ n [C] a smaller than usual amount or 
level, or the smallest amount or level © Enrollment 
at the college reached new lows this fall. 0 The tem- 
perature in Boston reached a record low last night. 
lower /'lou-ar/ v [!/T] to reduce something, or to 
become less © [T] They lowered the asking price of 
their house. © [T] Please lower your voice (= speak 
more softly). 

NOT IMPORTANT /lou/ adj [-er/-est only] not im- 
portant, or not of high rank © /ow social status 
lowly /‘lou-li/ adj not having importance or rank 
© In chess it is possible for the lowly pawn to become 
the most powerful piece on the board. 

SOUND /lou/ adj 1 (of a sound or voice) near or at 
the bottom of the range of sounds © a low voice/ 
note 2 If a sound is low-pitched, it is at the bottom 
of the range of sounds: He gave a low-pitched whis- 
tle and his dog came running. 

NOT KIND /lou/ adj (of behavior or speech) mean 
or unfair © What a cruel comment — how low can 
you get? 

UNHAPPY /lou/ adj [-er/-est only] unhappy or dis- 
couraged © She’s feeling pretty low because she 
failed her driver's test. 


WORD FAMILY low 
Nouns low Verbs 


Adverbs low 


lower 


Adjectives low 
lowly 


low beams p/n the lights on the front of a car 
when they are on but not switched to their bright- 
est level O Compare HIGH BEAMS 


low blow n[C usually sing] a criticism or unkind 
act that is unexpected and unfair © Criticizing his 
wife’s family was a low blow. 


lowbrow /‘lou-brau/ adj disapproving (of litera- 

ture, art, music, movies, or plays) not serious and 
intended for people who do not know much about 
these forms of art, or (of people) not intelligent 
and not knowing a lot about such things © lowbrow 
tastes O lowbrow readers © Compare HIGHBROW; 
MIDDLEBROW 


lowdown /'lou-daun/ n[U] the most important 
facts and information about something © Our fash- 
ion editor gives you the lowdown on winter coats for 
this season. 


lowercase / lou-ar'keis/ n[U] writing the small 
form of letters when they are printed or written © 
Compare UPPERCASE 
lowercase /lou-ar'kers/ adj [not gradable] 


low-key adj simple and not attracting attention 
© The wedding will be a low-key affair, with fewer 
than thirty guests. 


lowland /‘lou-land, -lzend/ n [C] earth science 
an area of land that is not very high above the sea 
or that is lower than most of the land around it 


low-level adj having little importance or rank © 
a low-level job 


lowlife, low-life /'lou-laif/ n [C] someone of bad 
character 


low-lying adj at a level that is not much higher 
than the level of the ocean 


low-pressure adj [not gradable] earth science 
having a low BAROMETRIC PRESSURE (= amount of 
force on the earth’s surface caused by the weight 
of the air) 


low tide n [U] the time when the ocean reaches 
its lowest level O Compare HIGH TIDE 


loyal /‘I21-al/ adj always giving help and encour- 
agement © People close to Woodruff are fiercely loyal 
and quick to shower her with superlatives. 
loyalty /‘lor-al-ti/ n [C/U] © [C] My loyalties to my 
family come before my loyalties to my work. 
Loyalist /'lo1-a-last/ n [C] US history a person 


who supported the British government during the 
American Revolution: TORY. O Compare WHIG 


lozenge /‘laz-and3, 'las-/ n [C] a small, flavored 
candy, often containing medicine, which dissolves 
when sucked in the mouth 


LP /el'pi:/ n [C] a record that plays for about 20 
minutes a side 
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MUPICate 


lubricate /‘lu:-bra,kert/, infm/ lube /lu:b/ v [T] 
to put oil or an oily substance on or in something 
so that its parts move easily © to lubricate gears/ 
machinery 
lubricant /‘lu:-bra-kant/, infmi lube /lu:b/ n [C/ 
U] a substance that is used to make parts move 
easily 
lubrication /,lu:-bra'ker-fan/, infmi lube /lu:b/n 
[U] © engine lubrication 


lucid /‘lu:-sad/ adj (of speech or writing) clearly 
expressed and easy to understand, or (of a person) 
thinking or reasoning clearly © He’s 85 years old, 
but he’s lucid and bright and amusing and clever. © 
He didn’t seem very lucid after the accident. 


luck /Iak/ n [U] 1 chance, or that which happens 
to you as the result of chance © It was just by luck 
that she got the job. 2 Luck is also the amount of 
success experienced: She had bad luck in the last 
race, finishing fourth. © Jean had good luck in finding 
her great-grandmother’s birth records. 3 Luck is also 
success: I’ve got a job interview today, so wish me 
luck. 

lucky /'lak-i/ adj [-er/-est only] having good 
things happen by chance © For ten games, the Ori- 
oles have gotten every conceivable lucky break. © To- 
day is my lucky day! 

luckily /'Iak-a-li/ adv © | was late getting to the 
airport, but luckily for me, the plane was delayed. 
» Usage: chance or lucky? at CHANCE LUCK 


WORD FAMILY luck 


Nouns luck Adverbs luckily 


unluckily 


Adjectives lucky 
unlucky 


WORD CHOICES luck ee eas el 
Fortunate is a common, slightly more formal 
alternative to “lucky.” 
It was fortunate that he wasn’t injured in the 
accident. 
If you want to say something is lucky, you could 
use the phrase (it’s a) good thing. 
It’s a good thing they didn’t go camping this 
weekend — the weather’s been awful. 
In informal English, the phrasal verb luck out 
can be used to say that someone is lucky. 
The Giants really lucked out in last night’s 
game. 
People who are lucky, especially after a period 
of not being lucky, could be said to land on 
their feet. 


She’s really landed on her feet with that job. 


IDIOMS with luck 


ein luck experiencing a surprisingly good situation 
© “Do you have any tickets for tonight’s game?” 
“You're in luck — we have two left.” 

eout of luck not having the success or good op- 
portunities you wanted © The bike only comes in 
large sizes, so if you’re a short person you're out of 
luck. 


PHRASAL VERBS with luck 


eluck into something infmi to get or experience 
something good by chance © | lucked into three 
empty seats on the flight over. 

eluck out infmi to have something good happen 
by chance © My wife lucked out — she left town just 
before the hurricane hit. 


lucrative /‘lu:-krat-1v/ adj producing much 
money or making a large profit © The owner and 
general manager offered the player a lucrative life- 
time contract. 


ludicrous /‘lu:d-9-kras/ adj ridiculous or foolish; 
unreasonable or unsuitable © Some stories that ini- 
tially seemed ludicrous turned out to be true. 


lug /Ing/ v [T] -gg- to carry or pull something 
heavy with much effort © / lugged my suitcase to 
the check-in counter. 


luggage /'Ing-1d3/ n [U] the bags or other con- 
tainers that you take your possessions in when 
traveling; BAGGAGE © The luggage of our tour group 
was piled up next to the bus. 


lukewarm /'lu:'kwo:rm/ adj [not gradable] 1 
(esp. of a liquid) only slightly warm © How can you 
drink lukewarm coffee? 2 A reaction that is luke- 
warm is not enthusiastic: His support for the voting 
measures was lukewarm. 


full /lal/ v [T] to cause someone to feel calm, 
sleepy, or safe © The music lulled the infant to sleep. 
O We were lulled into thinking they wouldn't do 
anything. 
lull /Ial/ n [C] a period of quiet or reduced activity 
© a lull in the conversation 


lullaby /‘lal-a,bar/ n [C] a quiet, gentle song 
sung to children to help them go to sleep 


lumber WOOD /'Iam-ber/ n [U] wood that has 
been cut into various lengths for building 


MOVE /'lam-bar/ v [I always + adv/prep] to move 
in a slow, awkward, and heavy way © A noisy, old, 
pickup truck lumbered past. 


lumberjack /‘Iam-bar d3eek/ n [C] a person 
whose job is to cut down trees to be used in build- 
ing and industry 


lumberyard /‘Iam-ber jard/ n [C] a place 
where wood used in building is stored and sold 


lumen /‘lu:-:man/ n [C] physics, earth science 
the standard unit for measuring the brightness of 
a light, equal to the amount of light hitting one 
square foot of surface one foot away from the light 


luminary /‘lu:-ma,ner-i/ n [C] a person who is 
famous and important in a particular area of activ- 
ity © The speaker is a luminary in the field of cancer 
research. 


luminosity /,lu:-ma'nas-at-i/ n [C] earth sci- 
ence the total amount of energy produced by a 
Star in one second 


luminous /‘lu:-ma-nas/ adj producing or re- 
flecting light, esp. in the dark © The snowy land- 


scape was growing luminous in the late afternoon 
light. 
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lump /lamp/ n [C] 1 a solid mass without a reg- 
ular shape © The gravy had lumps of flour in it. 2 A 
lump is also a swelling under the skin: She found a 
lump under her arm. 

lump /lamp/ v [T] to consider or deal with as a 
group © Children of various abilities are lumped to- 
gether in one class. 

lumpy /'lam-pi/ adj © a lumpy pillow 


IDIOM with lump 


ea lump in your throat a tight feeling in your 
throat because of a strong emotion, esp. sadness 
© | had a huge lump in my throat as | watched my 
brother get on the plane. 


lump sum n[C]a single payment of an amount 
rather than several payments of smaller amounts 
© The money can be paid to the winner in a lump 
sum or in yearly payments. 


lunar /'lu:-nar/ adj [not gradable] of or relating 
to the moon © a Junar eclipse 


lunar eclipse n (C] earth science ECLIPSE 


lunatic /‘lu:-na,trk/ n [C] a foolish or crazy per- 
son © He drives like a lunatic. 
lunacy /'lu:-na-si/ n [U] extreme foolishness or 
mental illness © /t would be lunacy to try and climb 
the mountain in this weather. 
lunatic /‘u:-na ,tik/ adj [not gradable] 


lunatic fringe n([C usually sing] the members 
of a group whose opinions are extreme and dif- 
ferent from those of the rest of the group © Roo- 
sevelt attacked the reformers as a lunatic fringe. 


lunch /ant{/ n [C/U] a meal eaten in the middle 
of the day, or the food prepared for this meal © [U] 
We had soup and sandwiches for lunch. © [C] | take 
my lunch to work. 
lunch /lantf/ v [I] © We lunched on crackers and 
cheese. 


luncheon /'Ian-tfan/ n[C] a formal lunch © The 
president hosted a luncheon for the press group. 


luncheonette / |an-t/a'net/ n [C] a small res- 
taurant serving simple, light meals 


lunchtime /'lant{-tarm/ n [U] the time around 
the middle of the day when lunch is usually eaten 


lung /an/ n [C] biology either of the two breath- 
ing organs in the chest of people and some 
animals 


lunge /Iand3/ v [I always + adv/prep] to move 
forward with sudden force © The goalkeeper lunged 
at the ball and knocked it away. 
lunge /land3/ n[C] a sudden forward movement 


lurch /lart{/ v [I] to move in an irregular way, esp. 
making sudden movements forward or to the side 
O When he put the truck into gear, it lurched forward. 


lure /lur/ n [C/U] 1 anything that attracts people 
or animals, or the qualities that make something 
attractive © [U] The lure of the city for creative people 
has existed for centuries. 2 A lure is an object used 
to attract fish or wild animals in order to catch 
them. 


lure /lur/ v[T] to attract a person or animal © The 
university hopes to lure a new coach with an attrac- 
tive salary package. 


lurid /‘\ur-ad/ adj shocking because involving vi- 
olence or sex © She told me all the lurid details of 
her divorce. 


lurk /lark/ v [I] to stay around a place secretly, or 
to stay hidden, waiting to attack or appear © When 
| was four, | was convinced there was a monster lurk- 
ing in my closet. 
lurking /‘l3r-krp/ adj [not gradable] © (fig.) She 
had a lurking suspicion (= a feeling that stayed in 
her mind) that he wasn’t telling the truth. 


luscious /'InJ-as/ adj [not gradable] 1 having a 
pleasant sweet taste or smell © /uscious fruit tarts 
and cream pies 2 Luscious can also mean pleasing 
to see, hear, or feel: She slipped into her luscious 
pale pink silk pajamas. 


lush /laf/ adj [-er/-est only] (of plants, or an area 
of land with plants) growing close together and in 
large numbers © The lake, with its lush scenery, is a 
favorite with canoeists. 


lust /last/n[U] strong desire © a lust for power and 
fame 
lust /last/ v [| always + adv/prep] to have a strong 
desire for something © Cathie has been lusting for 
my job for a long time. 


luster BRIGHTNESS /'Ins-tar/n [U] the brightness 
of a smooth or shiny surface © The polished furni- 
ture had a rich luster. 
lustrous /‘las-tras/ adj [not gradable] © This con- 
ditioner will give your hair a lustrous glow. 


SPECIAL QUALITY /'‘Ins-tar/ n [U] the quality of be- 
ing attractive or special © The commercial district 
around the theater had lost its luster, becoming a 
magnet for the homeless and driving moviegoers 
elsewhere. 


lusty /‘\as-ti/ adj healthy, strong, and energetic © 
Her lusty, alto voice has seldom sounded better. 
lustily /as-ta-li/ adv [not gradable] © The baby 
cried lustily. 


Lutheran /‘lu:-e9-ran/ n [C] a member of a 
Christian religious group that is one of the Prot- 
estant churches 
Lutheran /‘lu:-@a-ran/ adj [not gradable] © a Lu- 
theran church © a Lutheran minister 


luxuriant /lag ‘3ur-i:-ant, lak'Jur-/ adj having a 
thick and healthy appearance © Her luxuriant hair 
fell around her shoulders. 


luxury /‘Iak:fa-ri, ‘Iag-3a-/ n [C/U] 1 great com- 
fort, esp. as provided by expensive and beautiful 
possessions, surroundings, or food, or something 
enjoyable and often expensive but not necessary 
© [U] a life of luxury © [U] a luxury hotel o [C] Having 
an extra bathroom was at first a luxury, but after we 
had children it became a necessity. 2 A luxury is also 
any unusual, enjoyable activity: [C] Sleeping late 
was a real luxury. : 
luxurious /lag'3ur-i:-as, lak 'fur-/ adj © luxurious 
accommodations © a luxurious hotel/resort 
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lying /‘la1-1n/ present participle of LIE 


lymph /limf/ n [U] biology a colorless liquid that 
takes waste matter away from body tissue in order 
to prevent infection 
lymphatic /lim 'feet-1k/ adj [not gradable] 


lymph node n [C] biology one of many small 
organs in the body that produce white blood cells, 
which the body needs to fight infection 


lymphocyte /‘lim-fa ,sat/ n [C] biology a type 
of blood cell that fights disease in the body 


lynch /tnt{/ v [T] (of a group of people) to kill 
someone who has not been found guilty of a crime 
at a legal trial, esp. by HANGING (= killed using a 
rope around the neck) 


lyric /‘\ur-1k/, lyrical /‘lur-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] 
literature expressing emotions, and often having 
the quality of a song © lyric poetry 
lyrics /'lir-tks/ pl n the words of a song 

lysine /‘lat-si:n/ n [U] biology an AMINO ACID (= 


chemical substance) that is necessary for growth 
and healthy bones 
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M LETTER, m /em/ rn [C] pi M’s, Ms, m’s, ms the 
13th letter of the English alphabet 


NUMBER, m /em/ number the ROMAN NUMERAL for 
the number 1000 


Mm MEASUREMENT nr [C] p/m abbreviation for METER 
MEASUREMENT 


SIZE /em/ adj {not gradable] abbreviation for MEDIUM 
AVERAGE © USAGE: Used esp. on clothing to show 
its size. 


mia /ma/ n[C] infmi mother © She was thrilled when 
her baby said, “Ma.” 


M.A. n [C] abbreviation for MASTER OF ARTS © My 
brother has an M.A. in linguistics. 


ma’amM /mzm/ contraction of MADAM WOMAN 
© Can | help you, ma’‘am? 


macabre /ma'kab-ra, -'kab/ adj causing shock 
and fear because connected with death, esp. 
strange or cruel death © After the diagnosis, he said 
he just wanted to stay “above ground,” she recalled, 
smiling at his macabre humor. 


macaroni /,mzk-a'rou-ni/ n[U] a type of pasta 
in the shape of small tubes © macaroni and cheese 


Mace /meis/ n [U] trademark a chemical in a con- 
tainer which, when sprayed into a person’s face, 
causes the eyes to sting and become full of tears 


machete /ma 'fet-i/ n[C] a big knife with a wide 
blade © You’d need a machete to clear a path 
through this undergrowth. 


machinations /, mezk-a'nei- Janz, ,mezeJ-/ pin 
complicated and secret plans, esp. in obtaining or 
using power © She complained about the machi- 
nations political candidates employed to win. 


machine /ma'fi:n/ n{C] 1a device with moving 
parts that uses power to do work of a particular 
type © a sewing/washing machine © an answering 
machine 2 politics & government A machine is 
also a group of people who control a political or- 
ganization: He was a product of an old-line party 
machine. 

machinery /ma'fi:-na-ri/ n [U] a group of ma- 
chines, or the movable parts of a machine © farm 
machinery © Some of the older machinery breaks 
down frequently. 

machinist /ma'fi:-nast/ n [C] a person whose 
job is operating or repairing machines 


WORD FAMILY machine 
Adjectives mechanical 
Adverbs 


Nouns machine 
machinery 


ue mechanically 
machinist 


mechanic 
mechanics 
mechanism 


machine gun n[C] an automatic gun that can 
fire a lot of bullets one after the other very quickly 


machine-readable adj (of information or 
text) in a form that can be used by a computer 


machismo /ma'tfizz-mou, -'ki:z-, -'k1z-/ n [U] 
strong pride in behaving in a way that is thought 
to be typically male, esp. by showing strength and 
power 


macho /'mat}-ou/ adj behaving in a way that is 
thought to be typical of a man, esp. by seeming 
strong and powerful but also seeming too deter- 
mined to avoid showing weakness and sympathy 
© He’s too macho to admit that a woman can do his 
job as well as he can. 


mackerel /‘mzk-ral/n {C/U] pi!mackerel an ed- 
ible sea fish 


macro- /'mek-rou/ prefix large, or relating to the 
whole of something and not just its parts © mac- 
roeconomics 0 Compare MICRO- 


macromolecule /,meek-rou'mal-3,kju:l/ n [C] 
biology, chemistry a |jarge MOLECULE (= smallest 
unit of a substance), for example, a PROTEIN (= 
chemical substance in living things) 


macroscopic /,mzk-ra'skap-1k/ adj science 
large enough to be seen without using any devices 
that make things look larger 


mad ANGRY /meed/ adj [-er/-est only] -dd- angry 
or annoyed © / get so mad at her | sometimes start 
screaming. 
maddening /'med-®n-1n/ adj annoying © Air- 
lines make you wait in maddening ticket counter lines 
for hours on end. 


NOT CONTROLLED /mezed/ adj {-er/-est only] -dd- 
(of an activity) wild, fast, or excited and not well 
controlled © We made a mad dash for the school 
bus. 
madly /'meed:li/ adv© Just before my in-laws arrived, 
| rushed around madly trying to clean the place up. 


ENTHUSIASTIC /mzed/ adj [-er/-est only] -dd- infmi 
very enthusiastic and interested © Jeanne’s mad 
about old Woody Allen movies. 
madly /'meed-li/ adv © She says she’s madly in love 
with him. 

MENTALLY ILL /meed/ adj [-er/-est only] -dd- men- 
tally ill, or unable to behave in a reasonable way; 
INSANE © In his years as a prisoner of war, he often 
felt as if he might go mad. 
madness /'maed-nas/ n [U] © There was a history 
of madness (= mental illness) in her family. © It 
would be sheer madness (= crazy) to ignore the 
symptoms and do nothing. 


madam /'mzd:am/, contraction ma’am n {U] fm 
T a polite word used to address a woman, or a title 
for a woman used before a position 0 “May | help 
you, madam?” o Madam President 2 A madam can 
also be a woman who is in charge of a BROTHEL (= 
place where men pay to have sex with women) © 
Compare SIR MAN 


Madame /ma'dzem, mz-/ n [U] a title for a 
woman, esp. a married woman from France © Ma- 
dame Bovary 
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madcap 


madcap /'mzd-kep/ adj silly and often amus- 
ing © The madcap antics of the clowns made us 
laugh. 


made /meid/ past simple and past participle of 
MAKE 


IDIOM with made 


emade for each other perfectly matched © The 
long cool drinks and the hot spicy food were made 
for each other. © The two of you were made for each 
other — | think you should get married! 


made-to-order / meid-ta'2:rd-ar/ adj [not 
gradable] 1 (esp. of clothing) created especially for 
a particular person O made-to-order boots 2 A sit- 
uation that is made-to-order is perfect: The 
weather on this vacation has been made-to-order so 
far. 


made-up WEARING MAKEUP /'meid'ap/ adj 
wearing esp. a lot of makeup © She was heavily 
made-up and wearing a wig. 

INVENTED /'‘meid'ap/ adj (of stories) created by 
the imagination, or invented and not true © a 
made-up name © They complained about “made- 
up” data. 


madhouse /'med-haus/ n [C] a place that is 
wild and noisy, with too many activities going on 
© | can’t study here, this place is a madhouse! 


Madison Avenue /'mezd-a-sa'nev-a,nu:, 
- nju:/ n [U] the advertising industry in the US 


madly /'med-li/ adv © See at MAD NOT CON- 
TROLLED; MAD ENTHUSIASTIC 


madman /'mzd-mezn, -man/ n [C] -men a 
man who is mentally ill, or who behaves in a way 
that seems strange, dangerous, or not controlled 


madness /'mzd-nas/ n © See at MAD 
MENTALLY ILL 


Madonna /moa'dan-a/ n[C/U] the mother of Je- 
sus, or a picture or statue of her 


maelstrom /'meil-stram, -,stram/ n [C] a situ- 
ation in which there is great confusion, disagree- 
ment, or violence © It was a country in turmoil, 
caught up in a maelstrom of change. 


maestro /'mat-strou/ n[C] p/maestros a person 
who is very skilled at CONDUCTING (= directing the 
performance of music) or writing music 


Mafia /'maf-i:-a, 'mzef-/ n[U] a large criminal or- 
ganization, esp. a secret criminal organization that 
is active in the US and Italy 


mafic /'mezef-1k/ adj [not gradable] earth science 
describes rocks containing more dark-colored sub- 
stances and iron than other rocks © Compare 
FELSIE 


magazine /,mzg-a'zi:n/ n[C] 1 a type of thin 
book with a paper cover that is published regularly 
and usually contains articles and photographs © a 
weekly/monthly magazine 2 A magazine on tele- 
vision is a regularly broadcast program that reports 
about news events or other true stories. 


magenta /moa'd3ent-a/ adj, n [C/U] (of) a dark, 
purple-red color 


maggot /'mzg:at/ n [C] a creature like a very 
small WORM (= an animal with a soft body and no 
arms or legs) that later develops into a flying insect 


magic IMAGINARY POWER /'meed3:1k/ n [U] 1 
(esp. in stories for children) the use of special pow- 
ers to make things happen that would usually be 
impossible © a tale of witchcraft and magic 2 Magic 
is also the skill of performing tricks to entertain 
people, such as making things seem to appear and 
disappear, or the tricks performed: My daughter 
loves doing magic. 
magical /'mzed3-1-kal/ adj © It’s a story about a 
timid schoolteacher who obtains magical powers af- 
ter he’s hit by a lightning bolt. 
magician /ma'd31f-an/ n[C] a person who per- 
forms tricks as entertainment, such as making 
things seem to appear and disappear 

SPECIAL QUALITY /'mzed3-1k/ n[U] a special, excit- 
ing quality that makes something or someone dif- 
ferent and better than others © As an actress, she 
has lost none of her magic, and she still is thrilling to 
watch. 
magical /'mezed3-1-kal/ adj © There was something 
magical about that evening that | will never forget. 


WORD FAMILY magic 


Nouns magic 
magician 


Adjectives magical 
Adverbs 


magically 


Magic Marker n [C] trademark a type of pen 
available in many colors of ink that has a thick writ- 
ing end made of fiber 


magistrate /'mzd3-a,streit/ n[C] a judge ina 
law court who deals with crimes that are not 
serious 


magma /'mzg:moa/ n[U] earth science melted 
rock under the surface of the earth 


magnanimous /meg'nen-a-mas/ adj gen- 
erous and kind, esp. toward a competitor or en- 
emy © The Yankees’ manager was magnanimous in 
defeat, praising Seattle for its fine play. 


magnate /'‘meg-neat, -neit/ n[C] a person who 
is very successful, powerful, and rich, esp. in a par- 
ticular business © a real estate/media magnate 


magnesium /meg'ni:-zi:-am/ n [U] a silver- 
white metal that burns very brightly and is used in 
making FIREWORKS (= explosions producing col- 
ored patterns for entertainment) 


magnet /'mezg:-nat/ n [C] physics an object, 
esp. a piece of iron, that is able to attract iron and 
steel objects toward itself © Magnets are used to 
attach the toy train’s cars to the engine. © We use a 
refrigerator magnet (= small decorative magnet 
that will stick to a steel door) to hang our kids’ latest 
drawings. © (fig.) New York City remains a magnet 
for tourists (= it attracts them). 
magnetic /mzg'net-1k/ adj 1 Leni was playing 
with the magnetic letters on the refrigerator. © (fig.) 
She has a magnetic personality (= it is powerfully 
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attractive). 2 physics A magnetic field is the area 
around a magnet that is affected by the power of 
the magnet. 

magnetism /'meaeg-na,tiz:am/ n[U] the power 
of a magnet to attract other objects © (fig.) Elvis’s 
animal magnetism (= powerful physical attraction) 
made him a beloved celebrity to millions. 


magnetic strip n [C/U] a plastic strip on 
which information can be recorded, for example 
on the back of a CREDIT CARD © The state started 
issuing driver's licenses with magnetic strips on the 
back that contain data. 


magnet school n[C] a school that specializes 
in a particular subject in order to attract students 
from a wide area © The Beebe School is a magnet 
school for the environmental sciences. 


magnificent /mzg'nif-a-sant/ adj causing 
admiration esp. because of an unusual quality such 
as great size or beauty © New Orleans is famous for 
its magnificent old oak trees. 
magnificence /mzg'nif-a-sans/ n [U] © the 
magnificence of nature 


magnify /‘meeg:na,far/ v [T] 7 to make some- 
thing look larger than it is, esp. by looking at it 
through a special piece of glass © Although your 
skin looks smooth, when magnified you can see a lot 
of little bumps and holes. 2 fig. To magnify some- 
thing is also to make it seem more important or 
more serious than it really is: He always magnifies 
the problems and inconveniences of travel. 
magnification /,mzg-na-fa'ker-fan/ n [C/U] 
the act of making something look larger than it is, 
or the degree to which it does look larger 


magnifying glass n [C] a special piece of 
glass, usually with a handle, that you hold over an 
object in order to make it appear larger 


magnitude /'mzg-na,tu:d/ n[U] 1 large size 
or great importance © The magnitude of the task 
would have discouraged an ordinary man. 2 earth 
science Magnitude is also a measure of the bright- 
ness of a star as it appears from earth. 3 earth 
science The magnitude of an EARTHQUAKE is a 
measure of how strong or violent it is. 


magnolia /mzg'noul-ja/ n [C] a type of tree 
with large, sweet-smelling, usually white or pink 
flowers, esp. common in the southeastern US 


magpie /‘mezg:pai/ n[C] a bird with black-and- 
white feathers and a long tail 


mahogany /ma'hag:a-ni/ n [U] a type of tree 
that grows in hot regions of the earth, or its dark, 
red-brown wood used esp. to make furniture © a 
mahogany chest of drawers 


maid /meid/ n [C] a woman who is employed to 
clean hotel rooms and make them neat, or a 
woman who is a servant in a person’s home © We 
left a note in our room for the maid to give us extra 
towels. 


maiden WOMAN /'meid:?n/, maid /meid/ n[C] 
literature old use a girl or young woman © In the 
Story, the prince woos the fair maiden. 


FIRST /'mertd:?n/ adj [not gradable] (esp. of a trip 
by a ship or vehicle) first © a maiden voyage/flight 


maiden name n [C usually sing] the family 
name of a woman before she gets married and 
begins to use her husband's family name 


maid of honor / meid:a'van-ar/ n [C] (at a 
wedding) a girl or woman who is the most im- 
portant BRIDESMAID (= woman who helps the 
woman getting married) 


mail /meil/ n[U] the letters and packages that are 
transported and delivered to your home or the 
place you work, esp. those delivered by the gov- 
ernment’s system © She spent the morning reading 
and answering mail. © The mail is usually delivered 
before noon. 
mail /meil/ v [T] to send esp. letters or packages 
by the mail system © She mailed the letter last week 
but it still hasn't arrived. 
mailing /'mer-l1n/ n[C] © The museum sent out a 
mailing (= a lot of letters sent at one time) asking 
for donations. 


mailbox /'meil-baks/ n [C] 1 a metal container 

in a public place where you can put a letter you 
are sending by mail, or a box outside a person’s 
house where letters are sent and delivered 2 A 
mailbox on a computer is the place where E-MAIL 
is received, sent, and stored. 


mailing list n[C)a list of names and addresses 

kept by an organization of its members, custom- 
ers, or other people to whom it sends letters or 
EMAILS 


mailman /'meil-mzn, -man/n[C]-mena male 
LETTER CARRIER 


mail order n [C] a way of shopping in which 
you send payment and a form showing the prod- 
uct you want to buy to the company who makes 
the product, and it sends the product to you © | 
often buy clothes by mail order. 


maim /meim/ v [I/T] to injure a person so se- 
verely that a part of that person’s body will no 
longer work correctly or is completely lacking © [T] 
Many civilians have been maimed by land mines. 


main MOST IMPORTANT /mein/ adj [not grada- 
ble] most important or larger 0 The main thing is 
to keep calm and don't get angry. © The main social 
event of the summer was a dance and reception. 
mainly /'mein-li/ adv [not gradable] usually, or 
to a large degree © The group is mainly made up of 
young people. 

PIPE /mein/ n [C] a large pipe that is part of the 
system carrying water or gas from one place to 
another © A water main burst and flooded the street. 


main drag n [C] infmia town’s most important 
street, where most of the businesses are 


mainframe /'mein-frerm/ n [C] a large com- 
puter that can be used to do several things at once 
and which is usually used by a number of people 


mainland /‘mein-lend/ n [U] the main part of 
a country or continent, not including the islands 
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around it © The island is accessible by ferry from the 
mainland. 


mainstay /'mein:ste1/ n[C] the most important 
part of something, providing support for every- 
thing else © In the early 1900s, farming was the 
mainstay of the national economy. 


mainstream /‘mein:stri:m/ adj (of beliefs or 
behavior) common and shared by most people, or 
representing such beliefs or behavior © The story 
was largely ignored by the mainstream press. 
mainstream /'mein:stri:m/ n [U] most of a so- 
ciety © New laws will allow more disabled people to 
enter the mainstream. 
mainstream /'mein-stri:m/ v [T] to place chil- 
dren with special needs in regular classes at school 
© The district was ordered to mainstream more chil- 
dren with disabilities. 


Main Street n [U] 1 the street in a town with 
the most important stores and businesses 2 People 
often use Main Street to talk about average Amer- 
icans and the most typical things about American 
life: a Main Street jobs program 


maintain © CONTINUE TO HAVE /mein 'tern/ 
v [T] to continue to have; to keep in existence, or 
not allow to become less © Despite living in different 
states, the two families have maintained a close 
friendship. © You have to maintain a minimum bal- 
ance in your checking account. 

maintenance © /'meint:®n:ans/ n[U] the pro- 
cess of keeping or continuing something 


PRESERVE /mein'tein/ v [T] to keep something in 
good condition © A large house costs a lot to 
maintain. 

maintenance @ /'meint:9n-ons/ n [U] the 
work needed to keep something in good condition 
© Bridges require a lot of maintenance. 


EXPRESS /mein'tein/ v[T] to express strongly your 
belief that something is true © [+ (that) clause] She 
maintains (that) she’s being criticized simply for tell- 
ing the truth. 


maize /meiz/ n{U] corn 


majestic /ma'dges-tik/ adj (of something) hav- 
ing the quality of causing you to feel great admi- 
ration and respect for it because of its size, power, 
or beauty © We flew over the majestic Sierra Nevada 
mountains. 
majesty /'mezed3:a:sti/ n [U] © A whale passed by 
in all its majesty. 


Majesty /'mzed3;9:sti/ n[C] a title used to speak 
to or about a king or queen or other ruler with a 
similar title © Her Majesty, the Empress of Japan 


major © IMPORTANT /'mer-d3ar/ adj [not grad- 
able] more important, bigger, or more serious 
than others of the same type © Fresh fruits are a 
major source of vitamin C. 0 We awaited major new 
developments in the peace talks. O Compare MINOR 
UNIMPORTANT 


SPECIAL SUBJECT /'mer-d3ar/ n [C] the most im- 
portant subject that a college or university student 


is studying, or the student studying that subject o 
an English major 


MUSIC /'mer-d3ar/ adj music based on a SCALE e 


series of musical notes) in which there is a WHOLE 
STEP (= sound difference) between each note ex- 
cept between the third and fourth notes and the 
seventh and eighth notes © a major scale © a major 
chord 0 Compare MINOR MUSIC 


OFFICER /'met-d3ar/ n[C] a military officer of mid- 


dle rank, above a CAPTAIN 
PHRASAL VERB with major 


emajor in something to study something as your 
main subject in college or a university © She ma- 
jored in earth sciences at Arizona State. 


majority © /mo'd3o:r-at-i, -'dgar-/ n (U] 1 


more than half of a total number or amount; the 
larger part of something © A majority of the people 
voted against the bill to raise school taxes. 2 politics 
& government A majority is also the difference in 
the number of votes in an election between the 
winning person or group and the one that has the 
second highest number: [C] The Republicans won 
by a small majority. 0 Compare MINORITY 


major league n [C] an organized group of 


sports teams that have the best players, who are 
paid for playing © He’s happy to finally be playing 
in the major leagues. © (fig.) She hired a major- 
league attorney (= one who is highly paid and con- 
sidered to be among the best). 


make PRODUCE /meik/ v [T] past made to bring 


something into existence, esp. using a particular 
substance or material; produce © Does that com- 
pany make computers? © Butter is made from cream. 
© My wedding ring is made of gold. © He made us 
some coffee. 

make /merk/ n [C] a particular product, or the 
name of the company that made it © What make 
of air conditioner do you recommend? 

maker /'mer-kar/ n[C] © The makers of music vid- 
eos show a fantasy world. » Usage: do or make? 
at DO CAUSE TO HAPPEN 


WORD CHOICES make 


Produce is an alternative to “make.” 
California produces a lot of grapes. 


Red blood cells are produced in the bone 
marrow. 


The verb create is used when someone makes 
something new, especially something original. 


DaVinci created the masterpiece we know as 
“Mona Lisa.” 


The verb manufacture is used when something 
is made in a factory. 


The product is manufactured in Germany. 


You can use the verbs build or construct when 
someone makes things by putting things 
together. 


The bird built its nest in a tree. 
The walls are constructed of concrete. 


CAUSE /merk/ v [T] past made to cause something 


O The kids made a mess in the kitchen. 0 Don’t make 
any noise. 


z bat | a hot | ai bite | au house | e: late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | U put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


make 


CAUSE TO BE /meik/ v[T] past made to cause some- 
thing to be, become, or appear in a particular way 
© If you open some windows, you'll make it cooler. © 
He said something that made her angry. © We can 
sit closer together and make room (= provide space) 
for one more. © We're making our attic into a spare 
bedroom. 


PERFORM /merk/ v [T] past made 1 to perform an 
action © I’ve got to make a (phone) call to Ricardo. 
© We must make a decision by tomorrow. © Someone 
has made a mistake. © Latisha is making progress in 
her reading. © Can | make a suggestion? © We might 
as well make use of the car, since we've got it for the 
whole weekend. 2 To make the bed is to put sheets 
and covers on a bed so that someone can sleep in 
it, or to straighten them after it has been slept in. 


FORCE /meik/ v [T] past made to force someone or 
something to do something © Ambition will make 
you get up off your sofa and go out and work for 
what you want. 


USAGE <a a fchiay 
make 


Remember that if you use make with the 
meaning “cause something” or “force some- 
one to do something” then you need to use 
the pattern make + object + infinitive without 
to: 

They made him clean the house. 

Fhey-made-hintte-clean-the-house: 
The exception to this rule is when make is in 
the passive, when you must use to with the 
infinitive. 

We are made to feel these products are 

necessary. 


BE OR BECOME /meik/ v [L] past made to be or be- 
come something, esp. by having the necessary 
characteristics O | don’t think he will ever make a 
good lawyer. © Hector and Wanda make a delightful 
couple. © He worked really hard, but he didn’t make 
the team (= was not chosen to be a member of it). 
makings /'mer-kinz/ p/n © | think the plan has 
(all) the makings of a disaster (= is likely to be one). 

TOTAL /meik/ v[L] past made to add up to (a total) 
©6and6makel2. . 

EARN /meik/ v [T] past made to earn or get © She 
makes $70,000 a year. © Can you make a living as 
a painter? 

ARRIVE /merk/ v [T] past made infm/ to arrive at or 
reach O We should make Whitefish Bay by nightfall. 
© He made it to the bed and then collapsed. 


WORD FAMILY make 


Nouns make Verbs make 


remake 


remake 
maker 
makings 


IDIOMS with make 


emake a beeline for something to move quickly 
and directly toward something O When he saw me 
in the kitchen, he made a beeline for the door. 


emake a (big) difference, make all the difference 
to improve a situation or condition in an important 
way © He’s much happier now — his new school seems 
to have made a big difference. © Opposite: MAKE 
NO DIFFERENCE 

emake a face (at someone/something), make faces 
(at someone/something) to move your mouth, 
nose, and eyes in strange ways to show emotion 
or make people laugh © She stepped in something, 
made a face, and looked down. © My sister was mak- 
ing faces at me when my mom wasn’t looking. 
emake a fool (out) of someone to do something 
that makes someone, esp. yourself, seem ridicu- 
lous © | almost stood up and sang, but | decided |! 
didn’t want to make a fool out of myself. 

emake a habit of something to begin to do some- 
thing regularly, often without thinking about it © 
He made a habit of ignoring me whenever his friends 
were around. 

emake a mountain out of a molehill to cause 
something unimportant to seem important © Stop 
worrying! You’re making a mountain out of a 
molehill. 

emake a point of doing something to always do 
something or take particular care to do it © She 
makes a point of calling her grandmother every 
week. 

emake someone's acquaintance fm/ to meet some- 
one © I’m very pleased to make your acquaintance. 
emake allowances for something to accept that a 
particular fact will change a situation © We try to 
make allowances for our students’ different back- 
grounds. 

emake believe to pretend © Jake likes to make be- 
lieve he’s a pirate. 

emake someone’s blood boil to cause someone to 
be very angry © When | hear stories of cruelty to 
animals, it makes my blood boil. 

emake someone’s day to make someone feel very 
happy © Seeing those little kids having so much fun 
just made my day. 

emake do (with something) to use what is avail- 
able although it is not enough or what you wanted 
© Can you make do with $5 for now and I'll give you 
the rest tomorrow? 

emake ends meet to have enough money to buy 
what you need to live © It’s not easy to make ends 
meet with a big family, but somehow we manage. 
emake fun of someone to be unkind to someone 
and laugh at or cause others to laugh at the person 
© You're always making fun of me! 

emake good to become successful and usually 
rich O He’s a boy from a poor background who made 
good on Wall Street. 

emake good on something to do what you have 
said you would do 0 My grandfather said he would 
pay for me to go to college, and he made good on 
that promise. 

«make good time to complete a trip quickly 0 We 
made good time — | think it only took us an hour and 
fifteen minutes. 

emake heads or tails of something to not be able 
to understand something at all © We couldn’t make 
heads or tails of your directions. 
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emake headway to begin to succeed © Has the 
city made any headway in attracting new 
businesses? 

emake it (big) infmi to become famous or suc- 
cessful © By the time he was nineteen, he had made 
it big in the music business. 

emake light of something to act as if something is 
not serious, esp. when it is serious © They’ve both 
had knee injuries, but the two friends make light of 
their weaknesses. 

emake love to have sex 

emake much of something to give a lot of impor- 
tance to something © Don’t make too much of the 
test results. 

emake no apologies to believe that what you 
have done is right or acceptable 0 The network 
makes no apologies for broadcasting the controver- 
sial film. 

emake no bones about to not try to hide some- 
thing or say you are sorry about it O He makes no 
bones about the fact that his apartment is a mess. 
emake no difference, not make any difference to 
not change or improve a situation © It doesn’t make 
any difference now what he says - it’s too late for 
apologies. O Opposite: MAKE A (BIG) DIFFERENCE 
emake or break something to cause something to 
succeed or fail © She has the power to make or break 
your career. 

emake sense 1 to be clear and easy to understand 
© This last paragraph doesn’t make any sense. 2 
Someone who makes sense is reasonable or shows 
good judgment: Everything he said made sense — 
I'd definitely vote for him. © It makes sense to pay off 
your debts before you start trying to save money. 
emake short work of someone/something to deal 
with someone or something quickly and effec- 
tively © We made short work of the food that was 
put in front of us. © The team made short work of 
their biggest rival last night. 

emake sure 1 to take special care to do something 
© Make sure you‘re home by midnight. © Make sure 
to tell them | said “hi.” 2 To make sure also means 
to find out whether something is really true or real: 
Make sure he’s honest before you lend him any 
money. 

emake that something infml | want to change what 
| just said to something else © Ill have a steak — no, 
make that an omelet. 

emake the grade (as something) to be good 
enough to be successful at something © Do you 
think | will make the grade as a chef? 

emake the most of something to use or enjoy 
something as much as possible © We’re only in Paris 
for a day, so let’s make the most of it. 

emake time to be certain there is enough time © 
! try to make time to run twice a week. 

emake up for lost time to do something as much 
as possible because you were not able to do it be- 
fore O After seven years in prison, he’s home with his 
kids and making up for lost time. 

emake up your mind to decide what to do or 
choose 0 “Which one do you like best?” “I don’t 
know — | can’t make up my mind.” O She made up 
her mind to call him again. 

emake waves to shock or upset people with some- 
thing new or different 0 When | started the job, a 


friend told me not to make waves because the man- 
agers didn’t like people to disagree with them. 
emake way for something to provide a space or an 
opportunity for something else © Some beautiful 
old buildings were torn down to make way for the 
new parking garage. 

eon the make trying hard to succeed, esp. in a 
way that is dishonest © The movie is about a busi- 
nessman on the make, who steals company funds. 


PHRASAL VERBS with make 


emake for something CREATE to be one thing, or 
the most important thing, that causes something 
o Everyone agreed that filming inside a chocolate fac- 
tory would make for good television. 

emake for somewhere/something MOVE TOWARD 
to go directly toward someone or something © 
They split up and the man made for the subway. 
emake something of something/someone to un- 
derstand the meaning of a statement or action, or 
to have an opinion about something or someone 
© What do you make of the new boss? 

emake off with something to steal something © 
Thieves disguised as policemen made off with 13 pic- 
tures, including three Rembrandts. 

emake out SUCCEED to continue or succeed in 
life or in business © How is Fran making out in her 
new job? 

emake someone/yourself/something out CLAIM to 
claim, usually falsely, that something is true © He 
made himself out to be a millionaire. © You make it 
out as if the press can’t tell the difference between 
image and reality. 

emake out something/someone UNDERSTAND 
[M] to see, hear, or understand something or 
someone with difficulty © | couldn’t make out what 
he said. 

emake out something WRITE [M] to write all the 
necessary information on an official form, docu- 
ment, etc. © Make the check out to Hommocks 
School PTA. 

emake out KISS infmi to kiss and hold someone 
romantically 

emake over someone/something [M] to improve 
something or someone by working on or chang- 
ing various parts © Ed Carey has been chosen to 
make over the losing football team. © Related noun: 
MAKEOVER 

emake up something INVENT [M] to invent an ex- 
cuse, a story, etc., often in order to deceive © | was 
trying to make up a good excuse for being late. 
emake up something PREPARE [M] to prepare or 
arrange something by putting different things to- 
gether © Could you make up a list of what we need 
at the supermarket? O The maid will make up your 
room (= clean it). 

emake up something PROVIDE [{M] to provide 
something, esp. an amount that reaches a total 0 
We’re $5 short, but I‘ll make up the difference. 
emake up something DO LATER to do something 
at a different time because you cannot do it at the 
expected time © She left work early and made up 
the time by staying late the next day. 

emake up BECOME FRIENDS to forgive someone 
and become friends again after an argument or 
disagreement © We argue all right, but we always 
make up before long. 
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emake up something FORM (of a number of 
things) to form something as a whole © The book 
is made up of several different articles. O Related 
noun: MAKEUP COMBINATION 

emake up for something to use as a replacement 
for something missing, lost, or lacking © What he 
lacks in size, Hayes makes up for in toughness on the 
basketball court. © Some of these horses have cost 
me a lot of money, but other ones have made up for 
it. O For all the skiers yet to make a trip to the moun- 
tains this winter, this is the perfect opportunity to 
make up for lost time (= do what you did not have 
an opportunity to do earlier). 

emake something up to someone to do something 
good for someone because the person has been 
good to you, or because you have been bad to the 
person © You've done an awtul lot for me, and! don’t 
know how | can ever make it up to you. 


make-believe /'merk-ba li:v/ n [U] a state of 
mind in which you pretend to believe that condi- 
tions are real, esp. because that reality would be 
more pleasant than the actual one © Disneyland 
creates a world of make-believe. 
make-believe /'meik-ba,li:v/ adj [not gradable] 
(used esp. in children’s play) representing some- 
thing that you agree to pretend is real for the pur- 
pose of playing © They dueled with make-believe 
swords and climbed make-believe cliffs. 


makeover /'merk ,ou-var/ n [C] a new or im- 
proved appearance that results from making many 
changes © Honda unveiled the car’s high-tech make- 
over this week. O Related verb: MAKE OVER 


makeshift /'meik: jift/ aaj temporary and of 
low quality, but used because of a sudden need © 
We pulled into a makeshift parking area. 


makeup SUBSTANCE /'met-kap/ n [U] colored 
substances used on your face to improve or 
change its appearance © She always wears a lot of 
makeup. 

COMBINATION /'mer-kap/ n [C usually sing] a 
combination of things that form something © The 
committee’s membership does not reflect the city’s 
racial makeup. © Related verb: MAKE UP FORM 


make-work n [(U] unimportant work given to 
someone to keep that,person busy 


malady /'mel-ad-i/ n[C] fmia disease, or a prob- 
lem in the way something works © She's suffering 
from a variety of maladies, including dizziness, weak- 
ness, and headaches. 


malaise /ma'leiz, mz-, -'lez/ n [U] a general 
feeling of bad health or lack of energy in a person, 
group, Or society © Many think there’s a growing 
moral malaise in society. 


malaria /ma'ler-i:-a/ n (U] a disease, esp. of the 
hotter regions of the earth, caused by the bite of 
an infected MOSQUITO (= small flying insect) 


male /meil/ adj [not gradable] of the sex that pro- 

duces a natural substance that can make an egg 
develop into young © a male gorilla 0 Male and 
female soldiers serve in the same units. 0 Compare 
FEMALE 


male /meil/ n [C] © The target audience is young 
males 20 to 30 years old. 


malevolent /ma'lev-a-lant/ adj causing or 
wanting to cause harm or evil © a malevolent ju- 
venile delinquent 


malfunction /mz! ‘fagk: Jan/ v [I] (of a ma- 
chine, piece of equipment, or organ) to fail to work 
correctly © The equipment malfunctions at tempera- 
tures below freezing. 
malfunction /meel 'fagk-Jan/ n[C] © a computer 
malfunction 


malice /'meel-as/ n [U] law the intention to do 
something wrong and esp. to cause injury © An 
employee would have to prove an employer acted out 
of malice in order to sue. 


malicious /ma'tJ-as/ adj intending to cause 
harm, esp. by hurting someone’s feelings or rep- 
utation © He says she threatened him and spied on 
him, among other malicious activities. 


malign /mo'lain/ v[T] to say things about some- 
one or something that are harmful and usually not 
true © He said he had been unfairly maligned by a 
few board members who wanted him fired. 


malignant /ma'lig-:nant/ adj medical (of a dis- 
ease or tissue growing because of a disease) lead- 
ing to death © The pathologist's report said the 
tumor was malignant. 0 Compare BENIGN 
malignancy /ma'lig:nan-si/ n [C/U] medical tis- 
sue that is growing because of a disease process 
and that is likely to cause death © [C] /f this type of 
malignancy is discovered early enough, the outlook 
is pretty good. 


mall /mo:!/, shopping mall n [C] 1 a very large 
building or buildings containing a lot of stores and 
often restaurants, and usually with space around 
it outside for parking © Judy likes to hang out at the 
mall with her friends. 2 A mall is also a street in a 
city or town with a lot of stores and that is closed 
to traffic. 


matilard /'‘mel-ard/ n[C] a common, wild DUCK 
(= type of water bird) 


malleable /‘mzl:i:-2-bal/ adj 1 easily influ- 
enced, trained, or controlled © Mother wanted me 
to be a malleable girl who would take her advice. 2 
A substance that is malleable is easily bent and 
shaped. 
malleability /,meel-i:-a'bil-at-i/ n (U] 


mallet /‘mzl-at/ n [C] a hammer with a large, 
flat end made of wood or rubber 


malnourished /mel'n3r-1st/ adj weak and in 
bad health because of a lack of food or a lack of 
food that is good for you © By the time we saw the 
child, she was extremely malnourished. 


malnutrition /,meel-nu:'trif-an/ n [U] physi- 
cal weakness and bad health caused by a lack of 
food or by a lack of food that is good for you 


malpractice /mel 'praek-tas/ n [U] law the fail- 
ure of a doctor or other PROFESSIONAL to do his or 
her job with a reasonable degree of skill, esp. when 
that person’s actions or failure to act causes injury 
or loss O He was sued for medical malpractice. 
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malt /mo:lt/ n[U] grain, usually BARLEY, that has 
been left in water until it starts to grow and is then 
dried, used in making some types of alcoholic 
drinks 


maltase /'mo:!-teis, -te1z/ n [U] biology an EN- 
ZYME (= substance that causes chemical change) 
that helps MALTOSE (= sugar made in the body) 
change to GLUCOSE (= sugar used for energy) 


malted (milk) /'mo:l-tad (‘milk)/ n [C] a 
drink made from milk, BARLEY, flavoring, and ice 
cream 


maltose /'mo:!-tous, -touz/ n{U] biology a type 
of sugar made in the body from starch by ENZYMES 
(= substances that cause chemical change) 


mama, mamma, momma /'‘mam:a/ n [C] a child’s 
word mother 


mama’s boy n [C] disapproving a boy or man 
who others consider to be weak because he be- 
haves as his mother tells him to 


mammal /'‘mzm-al/ n [C] biology any animal 
in which the female gives birth to babies, not eggs, 
and feeds them on milk from her own body 


mammogram /'mezm-e,grem/ n [C] an X- 
RAY photograph of a woman’s breasts, used to find 
signs of disease 


mammoth /'mzm-e¢/ adj {not gradable] ex- 
tremely large © Building the dam was a mammoth 
construction project. 


man HUMAN MALE /men/ n [C] p/ men 7 an 
adult male human being © a young man © the 
men’s 400-meter race © John can solve anything — 
the man's a genius. 2 A man is also a male 
employee without particular rank or title, or a 
member of the military who has a low rank: The 
gas company sent a man to fix the heating system. 
3 infmi Man is sometimes used when addressing 
an adult male human being: Hey, man, got a light? 
4 infmi Man is sometimes used as an exclamation, 
esp. when the speaker is expressing a strong emo- 
tion: Man, what a storm! 5 When an official at a 
wedding says a man and a woman have become 
man and wife, it means they are now married to 
each other. 
manhood /'men-hud/ n [U] 1 the condition or 
time of being a man © a boy on the brink of man- 
hood 2 Manhood is also the qualities that are con- 
sidered typical of a man: He feels he has to do 
dangerous things to prove his manhood. 
manly /'meen-li/ adj having qualities such as 
strength and bravery that people think a man 
should have © The boy was told that it wasn’t manly 
to cry. 
manliness /'meen-li:-nas/ n [U] © We no longer 
equate aggression with manliness. 
mannish /'meen-1{/ adj (of a woman) having 
characteristics typical of a man 
PERSON /meen/ n [C/U] p/ men the human race, or 
any member or group of it © [U] prehistoric mano 
[U] This poison is one of the most dangerous sub- 
stances known to man. © [C] All men are equal in 


the sight of the law. © USAGE: Some people dislike 
this use of man because it does not seem to give 
women equal importance with men. They prefer 
to use other words, such as humanity, humankind, 
people, and person. 


OPERATE /mzen/ v [T] -nn- to be present in order 
to operate something, such as equipment or a ser- 
vice © Man the pumps! © The phones are manned 
24 hours a day. © USAGE: Some people dislike this 
use of man because it does not seem to give 
women equal importance with men. They prefer 
to use other words, such as operate and staff. 


PIECE /mzen/ rn [C] p/ men any of the pieces that 
are played with in games such as CHESS 


WORD FAMILY man 


Nouns man Adjectives manly 
manliness 
mannish 


unmanned 


manhood 
mankind 


man 


IDIOMS with man 


eman’s best friend a dog © The regulations would 
let man’s best friend into public housing projects. 
ethe man in the street a man or men who think 
like most other people © To win the election she 
needs to understand what the man in the street 
wants. O Compare THE WOMAN IN THE STREET at 
WOMAN IDIOM 


manacles /'men-a-kalz/ pi n HANDCUFFS 


manage SUCCEED /'mzn-1d3/ v [I/T] to suc- 
ceed in doing something, esp. something difficult 
© [+ to infinitive] The pilot managed to land the 
plane safely. © [+ to infinitive] We managed to live 
on very little money. © [I] Don’t worry about us — 
we ‘ll manage. 
manageable /'mzen-1d3-9-bal/ adj easy or pos- 
sible to deal with © The people at the workshop were 
divided into small, manageable groups. 


CONTROL /'meen:1d3/ v [T] to control or organize 
someone or something, esp. a business © Does she 
have any experience managing large projects? 
management /'mzen-1d3-mant/ n {U] 1 the 
control and organization of something, esp. a 

‘business and its employees © He assumed manage- 
ment of a large real-estate company. 2 Manage- 
ment is also the people in charge of a business 
organization: Negotiators tried all weekend to get 
labor and management back to the bargaining 
table. 
manager /'meen-1d3-ar/ n [C] © the manager of 
a supermarket © He is manager of the New York City 
Ballet. 
managerial /,mzn-a'd3ir-i:-al/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © managerial skills » Usage: chief or boss/ 
manager? at CHIEF PERSON IN CHARGE 


WORD FAMILY manage 


Nouns management 


Adjectives manageable 
unmanageable 
managerial 


manager 
Verbs 


manage 
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managed Care n [U) a system in which medi- 
cal costs are controlled by limiting the services that 
doctors and hospitals offer 


mandate /'mzn-deit/ n [C] authority to act in 
a particular way given to a government or a per- 
son, esp. as a result of a vote or ruling © [+ to in- 
finitive] The president secured a congressional 
mandate to send troops to Bosnia. 
mandate /'mzen-deit/ v [T] to make something 
necessary, esp. as a rule O The law mandated a min- 
imum six-year sentence for violent crimes. 


mandatory /'meen-da to:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj [not 

gradable] made necessary, usually by law or by 
some other rule © The test includes a mandatory 
essay question. 


mandolin /,mzn-da'lin/ n [C/U] a musical in- 
strument with eight strings and a rounded back 
that is held in the hands or on the knee and played 
by moving the fingers across the strings 


mane /mein/ n[C] the long, thick hair that grows 
along the top of a horse’s neck or around the face 
and neck of a male lion 


maneuver MILITARY OPERATION /moa'nu:- 
var/ n[C] a planned and controlled movement of 
military forces 

maneuvers /ma'nu:-verz/ p/n military opera- 
tions by the armed forces for training purposes 


PLANNED ACTION /ma'nu:-var/ n [C] a planned 
action that is intended to obtain an advantage © 
A clever maneuver by the chairman secured a valu- 
able contract for the company. 
maneuver /ma'nu:-var/ v[T] to cause someone 
to act in a particular way © The management tried 
to maneuver her into resigning. 


HANDLE /ma'nu:-var/ v [I/T] to handle and move 
something carefully or with difficulty o [T] | ma- 
neuvered the grocery cart around piles of boxes to 
the checkout counter. 


manger /'mein-d3ar/ n [C] an open box from 
which horses, cows, and other animals feed 


mangle /'mzn-gal/ v [T] to destroy something 
by twisting it with force or tearing it so that its 
original form is changed © His car was mangled 
when it slammed head-on into a semitrailer truck. © 
(fig.) The text was so mangled in translation that it 
was impossible to be sure of the meaning. 


mango /'men-gou/ n[C] pi mangoes, mangos 
a fruit grown in the hotter parts of the earth, hav- 
ing an oval shape, a large seed, and juicy, orange- 
yellow flesh 


mangy /'mein-d3i/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 (esp. of 

dogs and cats) having an infectious disease that 
makes hair fall out and causes areas of rough skin 
© a mangy-looking dog 2 Mangy also means old 
and dirty: Throw away that mangy rug. 


manhandle /'‘mezn hen-d*l/ v [T] to handle 
someone with force or push someone around, of- 
ten when taking the person somewhere © Security 
guards had manhandled some of the fans. 


manhole /'‘mzn-houl/ n [C] an opening in a 
street usually covered by a heavy, metal lid, for 


allowing workers to reach underground pipes and 
wires 


manhood /['meen:hud/ nO See at MAN HUMAN 
MALE 


manhunt /men-hant/ n [C] an organized 
search for a person, esp. a criminal 


mania STRONG INTEREST /‘met-ni:-9/ n [C] a 
unusually strong and continuing interest in an ac- 
tivity or subject O He was surprised by his wife’s sud- 
den mania for exercise. 
maniac /'mer-ni: ,zek/ n[C] a person who has an 
unusually strong interest in an activity or subject © 
My brother is a maniac when it comes to football. 


MENTAL ILLNESS /'mel-ni:-a/ n[U] medicala mental 
illness that causes a person to be in a state of ex- 
treme physical and mental activity 
maniac /'mer-ni: zek/ n[C] a person who seems 
unable to control his or her behavior and may 
commit violent acts © a homicidal maniac 


manic /'meen-1k/ adj excited or anxious in a way 
that causes a lot of physical activity © She was a 
manic talker. 


manicure /‘meen-9,kjur/ n [C] a treatment for 

the hands that involves softening the skin and 
making the nails look better by cutting, smooth- 
ing, and possibly painting them 


manifest /'mzn:o,fest/ v [T] to show some- 
thing clearly, through signs or actions © Kipper 
manifested no joy or disappointment, but remained 
in his chair, calm and unconcerned. 
manifest /'meen:a fest/ adj easily noticed or ob- 
vious © His manifest joy in music is evident as soon 
as he starts to speak. 
manifestly /'mezen:a fest-li/ adv © Her attorneys 
claimed the ruling was manifestly unfair. 
manifestation /,mzen-oa-fa'ster-fan, -,fes 'ter-/ 
n[C] a sign showing the existence of a particular 
condition © His refusal to see us was a manifestation 
of his guilt. 


manifesto / mzn-a'fes-tou/ n [C] p! manifes- 
tos, manifestoes a written statement of the beliefs 
or aims esp. of a political party 


manifold /'mzn-o ,fould/ adj [not gradable] fmi 
many and of different types © Our organization’s 
problems are manifold — too few members, too little 
money, and poor management. 


manila /mo'ntl-9/ adj [not gradable] made of 

strong, stiff, usually light brown paper © She re- 
moved a manila folder from a desk drawer and 
handed it to me. 


manipulate © INFLUENCE /ma'nip-ja ,lert/ v 
[T] to influence or control someone to your advan- 
tage, often without that person knowing it © Her 
success 1s partly due to her ability to manipulate the 
media. 
manipulative © /ma'nip-ja-lat-1y, -,lert-1v/ adj 
© He is resourceful, smart, skillful, ingenious, and 
sawy, but he also can be manipulative. 
manipulation @ /ma,nip-ja'ler fen/ n [U] © 
They have been accused of illegal manipulation of 
the stock market. 
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mankind 


Manking 


TOUCH /ma'nip-ja leit/ v[T] to control something 
by using the hands © The wheelchair is designed to 
be easy to manipulate. 
manipulation © /ma,nip-ja'ler- Jan/ n[C/U] © 
[U] Often a dislocated finger can be fixed by 
manipulation. 


mankind /'‘mzn'kaind/ n [U] the whole of the 
human race, including both men and women © 
Compare WOMANKIND 


manliness /'‘men:li:-nas/ n © See at MAN HU- 
MAN MALE 


manly /'mzen-li/ adj © See at MAN HUMAN MALE 


man-made adj [not gradable] produced or de- 
veloped by humans rather than coming directly 
from nature © man-made fibers 


mannequin /'men-a-kin/ n [C] an artificial 
model made in the form of a human being, used 
esp. to show clothes in a store 


manner WAY /'men-ar/ n[U] the way in which 
something is done © Please exit the building in an 
orderly manner. 


BEHAVIOR /'mzen-ar/ n [U] the usual way in which 
you behave toward other people, or the way you 
behave on a particular occasion © His manner was 
formal, though friendly. 0 She had a warm smile and 
an engaging manner. 
mannered /'meen-ard/ adj 1 The children are 
well mannered. 2 disapproving A mannered way of 
speaking or behaving is one that is artificial, or in- 
tended to achieve a particular effect: He continued 
to write, but his mannered prose was not well 
received. 


IDIOM with manner 


ein a manner of speaking in one way of express- 
ing something or thinking about something © His 
old self died, in a manner of speaking, and he was 
born again as a devout Christian. 


mannerism /'men-a,r1z:am/ n[C] something 
that a person does repeatedly with the face, 
hands, or voice, esp. a habit that the person is not 
aware of O We’ve spent so much time together that 
we've picked up each other’s mannerisms. 


manners /'mzn-arz/ pi n ways of behaving to- 
ward people that are socially correct and show re- 
spect for their comfort and their feelings © He had 
the bad manners to keep interrupting whoever was 
speaking. 


mannish /'mzn-1f/ adj © See at MAN HUMAN 
MALE 


manpower /'men,pavu-ar, -,paur/ n [U] the 
supply of people who are able to work © For years 
there was a shortage of manpower in engineering. 


mansion /‘men-tfan/ n [C] a very large and 
usually expensive house © Mansions line the shore 
around the lake. 


manslaughter /'mezn slo:t-ar/ n [U] law the 

crime of killing someone unintentionally or with- 
out having planned to do it © He was found guilty 
of manslaughter and sentenced to two years in 
prison. 


mantelpiece /‘mzent-*1 ,pi:s/, short form mantel 
/'meent:-?l/ n [C] a shelf above a fireplace, usually 
part of a frame that surrounds the fireplace 


mantle COVERING /‘ment:-®l/ n [C] literature 

a covering, or a layer of something that covers a 
surface © They escaped under the mantle of 
darkness. 


EARTH /'meent-®l/ n [U] earth science the part of 
the earth that is below the surface and that sur- 
rounds the smaller part in the center > Picture: 
earth 


POSITION /'mzent:-®l/ n [C usually sing] a position 
of authority or responsibility © He inherited the 
mantle of leadership at the Transit Authority in the 
early 1980s. 


man-to-man adj direct and honest, and done 
as equals © | decided to have a man-to-man talk with 
my son. © Compare WOMAN-TO-WOMAN 


mantra /'men-tra, 'man-/ n [C] 1 a word or 
sound that is repeated as a prayer 2 A mantra is 
also any word or expression used repeatedly: 
“Moderate” is the new Republican mantra, he said. 


manual © DONE BY HAND /'men-ja-wal/ adj 
[not gradable] 1 done or operated with the hands 
© The mail can be sorted faster by machine then by 
manual sorting. © He has callouses on his hands from 
years of manual labor. 2 \f a machine is manual, it 
does not use electricity to operate: We all used 
manual typewriters in those days. 

colina © /'mzn-ja-warli/ adv © a manually 
operated pump 

BOOK /'mzen:ja-wal/ n [C] a book that gives you 
practical instructions on how to do something or 
how to use something © Get the computer manu- 
facturer’s operating manual. 


manufacture PRODUCE / mzen-ja'faek-tfar/v 
[T] to produce goods in large numbers, esp. in a 
factory using machines © He works for a company 
that manufactures toys. 

manufacture /,mzn-:ja'faek-tfar/ n [U] © Oil is 
used in the manufacture of synthetic fabrics. 
manufacturer /,mzen-ja'faek-tfa-rar/ n [C] © 
The company makes printed-circuit boards for man- 
ufacturers of electronic equipment. 
manufacturing /,meen-ja‘feek-tfo-rin/ n[U] the 
business of producing goods in factories 

INVENT /,mzen-ja'feek-tfar/ v [T] to invent some- 
thing such as a situation, story, or event, esp. to 
deceive someone © The president said this is a po- 
litical crisis manufactured by Republicans. 


manure /ma'nur, -'njur/ n [U] excrement from 

animals, esp. horses and cattle, often used as a FER- 
TILIZER (= material added to earth to help plants 
grow) 


manuscript /‘mzn-jo skript/ n[C] writing the 
original copy of a book or article before it is printed 
© The author's manuscript ran to over 1000 pages. 


many /'men-i/ adj, pronoun comparative more, su- 
perlative most a large number (of), or a lot (of) © 
Many people bought tickets for the concert. © Rachel 
has so many friends that | couldn't invite them all. © 
How many years have you worked here? © Not ev- 
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eryone could get a seat, and many (of the people) 
were unhappy with having to stand. O USAGE: Many 
is used with countable nouns. ©0 Compare MUCH 
GREAT 


USAGE Bes ee | 
many, much, or a lot of? 
Many is used with countable nouns. It is more 
common in negative sentences and questions. 
I haven't seen many films this year. 
Much is used with uncountable nouns. It is 
more common in negative sentences and 
questions. 
We haven't got much time left. 
Many and much are both also used in formal 
positive sentences. 
There is still much to do, if we are to be ready 
for the inspection. 
In less formal positive sentences a lot of is gen- 
erally used because many and much sound too 
formal. A lot of can be used with both count- 
able and uncountable nouns. 


a lot of people 
There was a lot of enthusiasm for the project. 
There was much enthusiasm for the project. 


map /mezp/n[C] a drawing that represents a re- 
gion or place by showing the various features of 
it, such as rivers and roads, and the distances be- 
tween them, so that people can get help in finding 
their way from one place to another O a map of 
California © a New York City subway map © Accord- 
ing to this road map, it’s 740 miles from Charlotte, 
North Carolina to Miami, Florida. 
map /mezp/ v [T] -pp- to draw a representation 
of a place © Archaeologists have mapped the old Ro- 
man city using aerial photography. 


PHRASAL VERB with map 


emap something out [M] to plan an activity or pro- 
cess in detail © She’s mapped out her entire college 
career before she even started her first year. 


maple /'mei-pal/ n[C/U] a type of large tree that 
grows in northern areas of the world, or the wood 
of this tree 


maple syrup n [U] a sticky, sweet liquid pro- 
duced from maple trees and used to flavor foods 
© pancakes with maple syrup 


maquette /mz'ket, ma-/ n [C] art a small 
model used by a SCULPTOR before beginning the 
real work of art 


mar /mar/ v[T] -rr- to spoil something, making it 
less good or less enjoyable © Water will mar the 
finish of polished wood. 


marathon /'mezr-a,6an/ n [C] 1a long race, 
run on roads, of 26.2 miles or 42.2 kilometers © 
The New York City marathon begins in Staten Island 
and ends in Manhattan’s Central Park. 2 A mara- 
thon is also an activity that continues for a very 
long time: a dance marathon 

marathon /'meer-a ,6an/ adj [not gradable] 1 a 
marathon runner 2 A marathon activity is one that 


continues for a very long time: The marathon ne- 
gotiating session lasted all night. 


marble ROCK /'mar-bal/ n [U] a type of hard 
stone, often with a pattern of irregular lines going 
through it, that is used as a building materia! and 
in statues © polished marble floors 


GLASS BALL /'mar-bal/ n[C] a small glass ball, often 
of various colors 

marbles /'mar-balz/ n [U] a child’s game in 
which marbles are rolled along the ground 


march WALK /mart{/ v [I] 1 to walk with regular 
steps of equal length, esp. with other people who 
are all walking in the same way © The band 
marched through the downtown streets. 2 If you 
march, you walk quickly with purpose and deter- 
mination: She marched up to the customer service 
desk and demanded her money back. 
march /mart{/ n[C] (of a military unit) the act of 
walking together in formation 

MUSIC /mart{/ n[C] a piece of music with a strong, 
regular rhythm written for marching to © The pa- 
rade was led by the high school band, playing a series 
of marches. 

PUBLIC EVENT /mart{/ n [C] an event in which 
many people walk through a public place to ex- 
press their support of something, often in disap- 
proval of an official position © a protest march 
march /mart{/ v[!] © The group plans to march on 
City Hall today to bring attention to their cause. 


March /mart{/, abbreviation Mar. n [C/U] the third 
month of the year, after February and before April 


Mardi Gras /'mard.i: ,gra, -,gro:/ n [C usually 
sing] the last day before Lent, or the large public 
celebration on this day © In New Orleans, Mardi 
Gras marks the end of a carnival period. 


mare /mer, mzr/ n[C] an adult female horse o 
Compare STALLION 


margarine /'mar-d3a-ran/_n [U] a yellow sub- 
stance that is made from vegetable or animal fat 
and is often used instead of butter 


margin © AMOUNT/DEGREE /'mar-d3an/n[C] 
T the amount or degree of difference between a 
higher amount and a lower amount © He was re- 
elected by a wide margin. 2 A margin for error is 
the amount by which you can make a mistake 
without risking complete failure: There is no margin 
for error — it’s got to work the first time. 3 A margin 
of error is the degree to which a calculation can 
be wrong without changing how accurate the final 
result is: The poll had a margin of error of plus or 
minus 4%. 

BORDER /'mar-d3an/ n [C] the border of empty 
space around the written or printed text on a page 
© She was in the habit of making notes in the mar- 
gins of her textbooks. 


marginal © /'mar-d3an-4l/ adj small in amount 
or effect 0 The difference between the two bids was 
marginal. 
marginally © /'mar-d3an-4l-i/ adv © | think his 
guess is only marginally better than anybody else's. 
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marigold 


WAViQGON 


marigold /'mezr-a,gould/ n [C] a plant with 
bright yellow or orange flowers 


marijuana, marihuana /,mzr-a'wan-a, -'hwan- 
a/ n[U] an illegal drug that is made from the dried 
leaves and flowers of the HEMP plant 


marina /ma'ri:-na/ n[C] a small port that is de- 
signed for small pleasure boats © Our sailboat is 
docked at the marina. 


marinate /'mer-a neit/ v [T] to put fish, meat, 
or vegetables in a mixture of oil, vinegar or wine, 
and spices before cooking, in order to flavor it or 
make it softer 


marine /ma'ri:n/ adj [not gradable] of or near 
the sea O a marine biologist © The oil slick threatened 
marine life around the islands. 
mariner /'‘mezr-a-nar/ n[C] literature a person 
who works on a ship; a SAILOR 


Marine /ma'ri:n/ n[C] a member of the United 
States Marine Corps, a part of the US military 
forces that consists of soldiers who operate on land 
and sea 


marionette /mzr-i:-a'net/ n [C] a small 
model of a person or animal, controlled from 
above by strings attached to its movable body 
parts and used as characters on small stages as an 
entertainment 


marital /'mezr-at-3l/ adj [not gradable] con- 
nected with marriage © marital problems 


maritime /'mer-a,taim/ adj [not gradable] 
connected with ships or the sea, or being near the 
sea O a maritime museum 


mark SMALL AREA /mark/ n[C] a small area on 
the surface of something that is damaged, dirty, a 
different color, or in some other way not like the 
rest of the surface © You've got paint marks on your 
shirt. © There were skid marks where the car had 
gone off the road. 
mark /mark/ v [T] © Sale items are marked in red 
on the tags. 
marking /'mar-kin/ n [C] noticeable spots or ar- 
eas on a surface © One of the fishes had blue and 
white markings. 


WORD CHOICES mark 


If a dirty mark is difficult to remove, you could 
use the word stain. 


She had grass stains on her white jeans. 


Smear or smudge can be used for marks which 
look like someone has rubbed something dirty 
on a surface. 


He had smears of tomato ketchup on his shirt. 
A mark which has an irregular shape, especially 
on someore’s skin is often called a blotch. 

He had blotches all over his face. 

A very small mark can be called a speck or fleck. 


There were a few specks/flecks of paint on the 
window. 


Spot can be used for a mark which is round. 
He had some grease spots on his tie. 

Streak can be used for long thin marks. 
There was a Streak of dirt on her arm. 


If a mark has been made by blood, you could 
use the word bloodstain. 
Bloodstains are difficult to get out of fabric. 


ee 


WRITING /mark/ n [C] a written or printed symbol 
© a punctuation mark © a check mark © Put a mark 
in the box that corresponds to the correct answer. 
mark /mark/ v [T] © The trail is marked by num- 
bered signs. 
marker /'mar-kar/ n[C] 1a symbol or object that 
gives information © When the boats reached the 
halfway marker, the wind started to pick up. 2 A 
marker is also a type of pen that makes a thick line: 
She used a yellow, felt-tip marker to highlight certain 
words. 


SIGN /mark/ n[C] an action that is understood to 
represent a characteristic or feeling © As a mark of 
respect for those who died, there will be a minute of 
silence. 


REPRESENT /mark/ v [T] to represent something 
that has happened in the past or is about to hap- 
pen © A guided tour will be held to mark the opening 
of the new school. © Today marks my tenth anniver- 
sary with this company. 

JUDGMENT /mark/ rn [C] 1 a letter or number used 
as a measure of how good a student’s work is, usu- 
ally given by a teacher; a GRADE © / got a decent 
mark on my final exam and wound up with a B for 
the course. 2 fig. If you give someone high/low 
marks for something, you judge that person to be 
good or bad in a particular way: /’d certainly give 
him high marks for perseverance, but he doesn’t have 
much talent. 
mark /mark/ v [T] to put a number or letter on a 
student’s work that shows how good it is © | have 
a stack of exam papers to mark. 


PURPOSE /mark/ n[C] an intended result or an ob- 
ject aimed at © Mass marketing techniques very 
often miss their intended marks. © Her arrow hit the 
mark. 


WORD FAMILY mark 


Nouns mark 
marker 


marking 


Adjectives marked 
unmarked 


Adverbs 


markedly 


mark 


PHRASAL VERBS with mark 


emark down something REDUCE [M] to reduce 
the price of something © /n August they begin to 
mark down summer Suits. © Related noun: MARK- 
DOWN 

emark down something/someone RECORD [M] to 
record information about something or someone 
by writing it down © She was marked down as hav- 
ing voted Republican in that primary. 

emark off something [M] to make or draw a line 
that separates one thing from another © Sheep 
graze on lush pastures marked off by centuries-old 
hedge rows. 

emark up something [M] to increase the price of 
something, esp. because you are going to sell it 
again © According to one study, hospitals mark up 
costs an average of 232%. © Related noun: MARKUP 
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markdown /'mark-daun/ n [C] a reduction in 
price © a 25% markdown on swimsuits © Related 
verb: MARK DOWN REDUCE 


marked /markt/ adj obvious or noticeable o 
There was a marked improvement in my health when 
! started exercising. 
markedly /'mar-kad-li/ advo Eyewitness accounts 
differed markedly from police reports of the incident. 


market AREA /'mar-kat/ n [C] an open area, 
building, or event at which people gather to buy 
and sell goods or food 


DEMAND /'mar-kat/ n[C] 1 the demand for prod- 
ucts or services O Are you sure there’s a market for 
something like this? 2 A market is also an area or 
particular group that goods can be sold to: the 
teenage/adult market © domestic/foreign markets 3 
A market is also the business or trade in a particular 
type of goods or services: the job/housing market 

ADVERTISE /'mar-kat/ v [T] to advertise and offer 
goods for sale © /t’s a product that will sell if we can 
find the right way to market it. 
marketing /'mar-kat-1n/ n [U] © marketing strat- 
egies © She's the director of marketing. 
marketable /'mar-kat-a-bal/ adj easily sold © 
marketable products/skills 


WORD FAMILY market 


Nouns market 
marketing 


Adjectives marketable 
Verbs 


market 


IDIOMS with market 


ein the market for something interested in buying 
something © Thanks for the offer, but I’m not in the 
market for another car at the moment. 

eon the market available for sale © We put our 
house on the market last spring. 


market economy n [C] social studies an 
economic system in which goods and services are 
made, sold, and shared and prices set by the bal- 
ance of supply and demand 


marketplace PLACE TO SHOP /'mar-kat,pleis/ 
n[C] a place, usually in an open area, where things 
are sold; a market 

TRADING SYSTEM /'mar-kat ,pleis/ n[U] the system 
of buying and selling in competitive conditions © 
Analysts question whether the company can survive 
in a highly competitive marketplace. 


market research n [U] the collection and 
study of information about what people prefer to 
buy 


marksman /'mark:sman/, female markswoman 
/‘mark swum:-an/ n [C] p! -men, -women some- 
one skilled at shooting accurately 
marksmanship /'mark-sman, fip/ n [UJ skill in 
shooting © The competitors display their marksman- 
ship at targets along the ski route. 


markup /'mar-kap/ n [C] an increase in price, 
esp. the amount by which the cost of an item for 
sale is increased to provide a profit to the person 
selling it O The markup on books has to be at least 
30%. © Related verb: MARK UP 


marmalade /'mar-ma leid/ n [U] a soft food 
made by cooking fruit, esp. oranges, with sugar © 
She spread marmalade on her toast. 


maroon /ma'ru:n/ adj, n[U] (of) a dark brown- 
red color © a maroon tie 


marooned /ma'ru:nd/ adj [not gradable] left 

in a place from which you cannot escape © My 
flight was canceled because of a snowstorm and | 
was marooned at the Denver airport. 


marquee /mar'ki:/ n [C] a covered entrance to 
a theater with a sign that shows the names of the 
movies or play that you can see 


marrow /'‘mer-ou/, bone marrow n[U] the soft, 
fatty tissue in the center of bones 


marry /'mer-i, 'mer-/ v [I/T] 1 to become the le- 
gally accepted husband or wife of someone in an 
official or religious ceremony © [T] He married Lori, 
his girlfriend from high school. 2 To marry is also to 
perform the ceremony for two people that makes 
them legally married: [T] Judge Wilcox married us 
at City Hall. 
married /'meer-i:d, 'mer-/ adj [not gradable] 0 a 
married couple © We plan to get married next June. 
marriage /'meer-1d3, 'mer-/ n[C/U] a legally ac- 
cepted relationship between a man and a woman 
in which they live as husband and wife, or the of- 
ficial ceremony which results in this © [C] a long 
and happy marriage 


WORD FAMILY marry 


Nouns marriage 
Verbs 


Adjectives married 
unmarried 


marry 
remarry 


Mars /marz/ n [U] the planet fourth in order of 
distance from the sun, after the earth and before 
Jupiter > Picture: solar system 

artian /'mar-fan/ adj [not gradable] relating to 
the planet Mars © the Martian atmosphere 


marsh /marf/ n [C/U] an area of low, wet land, 
usually covered with tall grasses © [C] The marshes 
along the coast are home to many shorebirds. 
marshy /'mar-: fi/ adj © marshy ground 


marshal ORGANIZE /'mar-: fal/ v[T] to gather or 
organize people or things, esp. in order to achieve 
a particular aim © The president is trying to marshal 
support for his plan. 


OFFICIAL /'mar:fal/ n [C] an official who arranges 
and controls a public ceremony © The mayor was 
the honorary grand marshal of the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade. 

LAW /'mar-: fal/ n [C] 1 a government official who 
is responsible for putting the decisions of a law 
court into effect © He was conducted to the airport 
by federal marshals and deported. 2 In some parts 
of the US, marshal is also a title used for police or 
fire department officers of high rank. 


marshmallow /'marj ,mzl-ou, -,mel-/n [C/U] 
a soft, often white, candy made mainly of sugar © 
[C] We roasted marshmallows over the campfire. 

marsupial /mar'su:-pi:-al/ n [C] biology a type 
of mammal from Australia, New Zealand, and 
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other islands in the South Pacific, or from South or 
Central America which is not completely devel- 
oped when it is born and is carried around in a 
pocket on the mother’s body 


mart /mart/ n[C] a market or place where goods 
are sold 0 I'll pick up some snacks at the food mart 
on the corner. 


martial /'mar-fal/ adj [not gradable] of or suit- 
able for war 


martial art n [C usually pl] a traditional 
method of fighting or defending yourself, such as 
JUDO or KARATE 


martial law n [U] temporary rule by the mili- 
tary, esp. during a war or an emergency 


Martian /'mar-fan/ n[C] © See at MARS 


martini /mar'ti:-ni/ n[C] an alcoholic drink usu- 
ally made with GIN 


martyr /'mart-ar/ n [C] a person who suffers 
greatly or is killed, esp. because of political or re- 
ligious beliefs 
martyr /'mart-ar/ v [T] to be killed or be made 
to suffer because of your beliefs 
martyrdom /'mart-ar-dam/ n[U] a martyr’s suf- 
fering or death © the martyrdom of St. Catherine 


marvel /'mar-val/ v [I always + adv/prep] to 
show or experience great surprise or admiration © 
Tourists marvel at the panoramic view. © | marvel at 
her patience with the children. 
marvel /'mar-val/ n [C] a person or thing that is 
very surprising or admirable © This gadget is a tech- 
nological marvel. 


marvelous /'mar-va-las/ adj [not gradable] ex- 
tremely good © This marvelous invention will help 
many disabled people. © We’ve had some marvelous 
results with this drug. 
marvelously /'mar-va-la-sli/ adv © Jackie is mar- 
velously well organized. 


Marxism /'mark ,siz-am/ n [U] world history a 
social, political, and economic theory based on the 
writings of Karl Marx 
Marxist /'mark-sast/ n [C] world history a sup- 
porter of Marxism 


mascara /mes'kzr-9/ n [U] makeup used to 
make EYELASHES appear darker and thicker 


mascot /'mes-kat/ n[C] a person, animal, or ob- 
ject used as a symbol and believed to bring good 
luck © Their team’s mascot is a goat. 


masculine MALE /‘mes-kja-lan/ adj [not grad- 
able] having qualities traditionally considered to 
be suitable for a man © It was a movie likely to ap- 
peal to a masculine audience. © Compare FEMININE 
FEMALE 
masculinity /,mees-kja'lin-at-i/ n[U] © Boys need 
to see a wide range of masculinity to pattern their 
lives after. 


GRAMMAR /'mes-kja-lan/, abbreviation masc. adj 
[not gradable] grammar being anoun or pronoun 
of a type that refers to males, or in some other 
languages, being a noun of a type that refers to 
things considered as male 


mash /meJ/ v[T] to beat or crush something into 
a soft mass © Mash the potatoes, adding warm milk 
and butter. 
mashed /meft/ adj [not gradable] © mashed 
potatoes 


mashup, mash-up /'me-ap/ n[C] a type of re- 
corded music or VIDEO that consists of parts of dif- 
ferent songs or images that have been combined 
© The mash-up phenomenon is inspiring a wave of 
artist-approved, in-studio, legal mash-ups. 


mask /mesk/ n [C] a covering for all or part of 
the face, worn for protection or to hide the face © 
a gas mask © an exhibit of African masks © The chil- 
dren all wore Halloween masks that were supposed 
to frighten us. 
mask /meesk/ v [T] to prevent something from 
being seen or noticed © The tastelessness of the 
meat was masked by a heavy gravy. 


masking tape n [U] a narrow strip or roll of 
light brown, sticky material that is used esp. when 
painting, to cover surfaces on which you do not 
intend to paint 


masochist /'mzs-a-kast/ n [C] a person who 
gets pleasure from being hurt by another person 
© Compare SADIST 
masochistic /,mzs-o'k1s-tik/ adj [not gradable] 
O (fig.) Running in ultramarathons seems somewhat 
masochistic to me. 
masochism /'mes:a,k1z:am/_ n [U] 


mason /'met-san/ n[C] a person who is trained 
to work with bricks and stones used in buildings 


masonry /'mei-san-ri/ n[U] something, esp. the 
walls of a building, made of bricks or stone 


masquerade /,mezs-ka'rerd/ n[C] 1 a party or 
dance in which people wear MASKS (= coverings 
for the face) © There were dozens of masquerade 
balls, parades, street dances, and fancy dress parties. 
2 A masquerade is also a false show or appearance: 
I’m afraid we will not have a fair election but another 
masquerade. 
masquerade /,mzs-ka'reid/ v [| always + adv/ 
prep] to pretend or appear to be ° In this business, 
there are a lot of unqualified people masquerading 
as experts. 


mass LARGEAMOUNT /mes/ n [C] a large 
amount or number © A mass of earth and granite 
slid down into the narrow gorge. © We had to wade 
through masses of seaweed. 
mass /mes/ adj {not gradable] involving or hav- 
ing an effect on a large number of people or things 
© weapons of mass destruction © They hope the new 
movie will appeal to a mass audience. 
mass /mes/ v [I/T] to come or bring together in 
large numbers © [I] The crowd massed around the 
entrance to the exhibition. 


MATTER /mezs/ n[C] physics 1 the amount of mat- 
ter in any solid object or in any volume of liquid 
or gas 2 physics The mass number is the total 
number of PROTONs and NEUTRONS in an atom. 3 
physics The mass defect is the difference between 
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the mass of a NUCLEUS (= central part of an atom) 
and the mass of the separate pieces that make up 
the nucleus. 


ART /mzes/ n[U] art the outside size or shape of an 
object, or how big it appears to be 


Mass /mes/ n [C/U] (esp. in the Roman Catholic 
Church) a religious ceremony based on Jesus’s last 
meal with his DISCIPLES (= the men who followed 
him), or music written for the parts of this 
ceremony 


massacre /'mes-a:kar/ n [C] the killing of a 
large number of people, esp. people who are not 
involved in any fighting or have no way of defend- 
ing themselves 
massacre /'mees:a-kar/ v[T] © Guerrilla troops are 
thought to have massacred the entire village. 


massage /ma'sa3, -'sad3/ v [T] to rub or press 
someone’s body, usually with repeated hand 
movements, in order to reduce stiffness or pain in 
that person’s joints or muscles © She massaged his 
aching neck. 
Massage /ma'sa3, -'sad3/ n [C/U] © [C] A mas- 
sage would do wonders for my back. 


Masses /'mes:az/ pin [C] the ordinary people 
who form the largest group in a society © The can- 
didate won the support of the masses. 


masseur /mez's3r/, female masseuse /me 'su:z/ 
n{C] a person whose job it is to give MASSAGES to 
people 

massive /'mes-1v/ adj very large in size, 
amount, or degree © a massive building © He took 
massive doses of vitamin C. © She died of a massive 
heart attack. 


mass media p/n the newspapers, magazines, 
television, and radio that reach large numbers of 
people 


mass-produce y [T] to make a lot of a prod- 
uct, using machinery in a factory 


mass transit n [U] a system of public trans- 
portation that includes such things as buses, trains, 
and SUBWAYS 


mast /mest/ n [C] atall pole used to support a 
ship’s sails : 

mastectomy /mes'tek:ta:mi/ n [C] the re- 
moval of a woman’s breast by a medical operation 


master CONTROL /'mes-tar/, female mistress n 
[C] a person who controls something or someone 
© | always wanted to start my own business, because 
I like being my own master. 
master /'mees-tar/ v [T] © Now that she’s mas- 
tered (= learned to control) her fear of flying, she 
travels by air whenever possible. 
mastery /'mezs-ta-ri/ n [U] complete control o 
Only a singer of Fitzgerald’s mastery could have tack- 
led such an immense project. 

SKILLED PERSON /'mees:tor/ n [C] a person who is 
very skilled in a particular job or activity Oo Everyone 
knew he was a master of compromise. © This paint- 


ing is clearly the work of a master. © He is a master 
chef/craftsman. 
master /'mees-tar/ v [T] to become skilled at 
something © She quickly mastered the art of inter- 
viewing people. 
masterful /'mees-tar-fal/ adj o It was a masterful 
analysis of the causes of the Civil War. 
mastery /'mees-ta-ri/ n [U] 0 Louis Armstrong’s 
mastery of the trumpet is legendary. 
ORIGINAL /'mees-tar/ n [C] an original of some- 
thing, such as a document, recording, or film, 
from which copies can be made 


master key n [c] a key that can be used to 
open a number of different locks 


mastermind /'mezs-tar,maind/ v [T] to plan 
and direct a difficult activity © Oliver masterminded 
the takeover of his top business competitor. 
mastermind /'mes: tar matnd/ n[C] 0 The mas- 
termind behind the escape has never been identified. 


Master of Arts, master’s degree, abbreviation 
M.A. n [C] a college or university degree in an art 
or SOCIAL SCIENCE that is higher than a BACHE- 
LOR’S DEGREE and below a DOCTOR’S DEGREE 


master of ceremonies, abbreviation MC n 
[C] a person who is in charge of an official event 
and introduces the speakers or performers 


Master of Science, master’s degree, abbre- 
viation M.S. n [C] a college or university degree in 
science that is higher than a BACHELOR’S DEGREE 
and below a DOCTOR'S DEGREE 


masterpiece /‘mzs-ta pi:s/, masterwork /‘mes- 
tar wark/ n [C] something made or done with great 
skill, esp. an artist’s greatest work 


masthead /'mest-hed/ n[C]a list of the names 
of the most important people involved in produc- 
ing and writing for a magazine or newspaper © 
Hirth, listed on the masthead as publisher, wrote sev- 
eral articles in each issue. 


masturbate /'mes:-tar beit/ v [1/T] to rub or 
touch the sex organs of yourself or someone else 
for pleasure 
masturbation /,mes-tar'ber:fan/ n [U] 


mat /met/ n [C] a flat piece of material that cov- 
ers and protects part of a floor, or provides a soft 
surface © The kids slept on straw mats on the floor 
of the den downstairs. 


matador /‘meet:9,da:r/ n [C] the person in a 
BULLFIGHT who is skilled in killing the BULL (= male 
cow) 


match COMPETITION /metf/ n [C] a sports 
competition or event in which two people or 
teams compete against each other © a tennis/wres- 
tling match © (fig.) They got into a shouting/shoving 
match (= they were arguing or fighting). 

STICK /meetf/ n [C] a short, thin stick of wood or 
cardboard, covered at one end with a material that 
will burn when rubbed against a rough surface 


SUITABLE /mzt{/ v[I/T] to be similar to or the same 
as something, or to combine well with someone 
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or something else © [I] The shirt and pants match 
perfectly. © [T] Her fingerprints matched the prints 
that were taken from the crime scene. 

match /meet{/ n [U] © This tie is a perfect match 
for your shirt and suit. © | think Ross and Rhonda are 
a good match. 

EQUAL /meet J/ v[I/T] to be equal to another person 
or thing in some quality © [T] /t would be difficult 
to match the service this airline gives its customers. 
match /meetf/ n [U] © The teams were a good 
match when it came to ability. 
matchless /'mzetf-las/ adj [not gradable] of a 
standard or quality that cannot be equaled © The 
museum has a matchless collection of Rembrandt 
etchings. 


WORD FAMILY match 


Adjectives matching 
matchless 
unmatched 


Nouns match 


Verbs match 


PHRASAL VERB with match 


ematch up to something to be as good as some- 
thing else O The sequel didn’t match up to the origi- 
nal movie. 


matchbook /'metJ-buk/, book of matches n 
[C] a small folded piece of cardboard containing 
cardboard matches 


matchmaker /'‘met! ,mer-kar/ n[C] a person 
who tries to arrange a relationship or a marriage 
between other people 


matchup /'met{-ap/ n [C] a competition be- 
tween two teams or people © The matchup turned 
out to be the premier race of the Olympics so far. 


mate FRIEND /meit/ n[C] 8r, infmi a friend, or a 
person you work with 


PARTNER /meit/ n[C] 1 an animal’s sexual partner 
Oo Swans keep the same mate for life. 2 A mate is 
also a husband or wife. 
mate /mert/ v [I/T] to have sex and produce 
young, or to cause a male and female animal to 
do this © [I] Zoo officials are hoping the pandas will 
mate. 


PAIR /meit/ n[C] either of a pair of matched objects 
Oo | can’t find the mate to this sock. 


material PHYSICAL THING /mo'tir-i:-al/ n[C]a 
type of physical thing, such as wood, stone, or 
plastic, having qualities that allow it to be used to 
make other things © a hard/soft material © The 
sculpture was made of various materials, including 
steel, copper wire, and rubber. 

CLOTH /moa'tir-i:-al/ n [C/U] cloth that can be used 
to make clothes, curtains, etc. © [U] What kind of 
material are you going to use for the curtains? 

SUPPLIES /ma'tir-i:-al/ n [C/U] equipment or sup- 
plies needed for a particular activity © [C usually 
pl] The money will be spent on educational materials. 

INFORMATION /moa'tir-i:-al/ n [C/U] information 
used when writing something such as a book, or 
information produced to help people or to adver- 


tise products © [U] He is working in the library gath- 
ering material for the article he is writing. 


WORD FAMILY material 


Adjectives material 
immaterial 
materialistic 


Nouns material 
materialism 


Verbs materialize 


materialism /moa'tir-i:-9,l1z-am/ n [U] social 
studies the belief that money, possessions, and 
comfort are the most important things to obtain 
in life 

materialistic /moa,tir-i:-a'lis-tik/ adj © | was a 
materialistic person, very career-oriented, with a 
large ego. 


materialize /mo'tir-i:-2,laiz/ v [I] 1 (of ideas 
and wishes) to become real or true © Her hopes of 
owning her own restaurant never materialized. 2 If 
a person or object materializes, it appears sud- 
denly: They listened to the footsteps, then watched 
the figure materialize in the doorway. 


maternal /me't3rn-41/ adj 1 behaving or feeling 
as a mother does toward her child © maternal in- 
stincts 2 Maternal also means related by way of 
the mother: Alice’s maternal grandmother (= her 
mother’s mother) will be 90 next month. 0 Com- 
pare PATERNAL 

maternity /ma'tar-nat-i/ n[U] 1 the state of be- 
ing a mother © issues of reproduction, maternity, 
and women’s health 2 Maternity leave is a period 
in which a woman is allowed to be absent from 
work in the weeks before and after she gives birth. 
maternity /moa't3r-nat-i/ adj [not gradable] re- 
lating to a period during which a woman is preg- 
nant and has a baby, and often to a period 
following this © Anita passed along some used ma- 
ternity clothes (= clothes worn when she was preg- 
nant). © She asked about the company’s maternity 
benefits. 


math /mzé/ n [U] short form of MATHEMATICS 


mathematics /,mz0-a'met-iks, mad'met-/, 
short form math /mzé@/ n [U] the science of num- 
bers, forms, amounts, and their relationships 
mathematical /,mzé@-a- 'meet-1-kal, mzee'met-/ 
adj [not gradable] © a mathematical formula 
mathematician /,mzé@-a-ma'trf-an/ n [C] a 
person skilled in mathematics 


matinee, matineé /,mzt-®n'e1/ n [C] an after- 
noon performance of a movie or play 


matriarch /'mertri: ark/ n [C] a powerful and 
usually older woman in charge of a family, or the 
female leader of a society in which women hold 
power O Compare PATRIARCH 
matriarchal /,mer-tri:'ar-kal/ adj © a matriarchal 
society 
matriarchy /'mer-tri: ,ar-ki/ n[C] social studies 
a society in which women have most of the au- 
thority and power, or a society in which property 
belongs to women rather than men 


matriculate /mo'trik-ja,leit/ v [!] to be for- 
mally admitted to study at a university or college 
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© Are you just auditing the course or have you 
matriculated? 


matrimony /'mz-tra,mou-ni/ n [U] fm! the 
state of being married © the bonds of matrimony 
matrimonial /,me-tra'mou-ni:al/ adj [not 
gradable] © matrimonial advice 


matrix /'met-triks/ n [C] pi matrices, matrixes 
algebra a group of numbers or other symbols ar- 
ranged in a rectangle that can be used to solve 
particular mathematical problems 


matron WOMAN /'mer-tran/ n[C] dated a mar- 
ried woman who is old enough and of a high 
enough social class to have the respect of others 
matronly /'mer-tran-li/ adj dated looking like or 
typical of a matron © USAGE: said about a woman 

MANAGER /'mer-tran/ n [C] a woman who is in 
charge of women or children at a hospital, police 
station, prison, or school 


matted /'‘met-ad/ adj twisted or pressed into a 
dense mass © His hair was matted on his forehead. 


matter SITUATION /'met:-ar/ n [C] a situation 
or subject that is being dealt with or considered © 
Her arrival complicates matters even further. © | think 
this is a matter best left to the mayor to decide. 


BE IMPORTANT /'met-ar/ v to be important © [I] 
“What did you say?” “Oh, it doesn’t matter.” © [+ 
question word] /t no longer mattered what 
happened. 


PROBLEM /'meet-ar/ n [U] the reason for pain or 
worry © What’s the matter? Why are you so upset? 
SUBSTANCE /'mezt-or/ n[U] physics 1 physical sub- 
stance in the universe 2 Matter is also a particular 
type of substance: printed matter © waste matter 


IDIOMS with matter 


¢a matter of something only; just © In a matter of 
seconds, the building was in flames. 0 USAGE: Used 
to emphasize that an amount is small. 

ea matter of life and death a situation that is ex- 
tremely serious © Don’t worry about missing your 
bus — it’s not a matter of life and death. 

¢a matter of opinion something that depends on 
personal preference © Choosing the best ballplayer 
of all time is really a matter of opinion. 

e something is (just) a matter of doing something 
solving a problem or performing a job has a simple 
solution © Cooking lasagna isn‘ difficult — it’s just a 
matter of following a recipe. 


matter-of-fact /,mezt-a-ra'fekt/ adj not 
showing feelings or emotion, esp. in a situation 
when emotion would be expected © He spoke in a 
very matter-of-fact way about the accident. 
matter-of-factly /,met-a-ra'faek-tli/ adv © She 
announced the news matter-of-factly. 


mattress /'mz-tras/n[C] the part of a bed that 
you lie on, made of a strong cloth cover filled with 
firm but comfortable material 


maturation © DEVELOP MENTALLY /met- 
jua'rer-J?n/ n [U] the process of becoming com- 
pletely developed mentally or emotionally 


GROW PHYSICALLY /met-jua'rerf?n/ n [U] the 
process of becoming completely grown physically 


mature © GROW PHYSICALLY /ma'tur, -'tfur/ 
v [I] to become completely grown © Humans take 
longer to mature than most other animals. 
mature @ /ma'tur, -'tJur/ adj 1 The forest has a 
lot of mature oak trees. 2 Mature can also be a po- 
lite way of saying older: The jeans were marketed 
to mature women. 

maturity @ /ma'tur-at-i, -'tfur-/ n [U] o How 
long does it take for the chicks to grow to maturity? 

DEVELOP MENTALLY /ma'tur, -'tfur/ v [I/T] to be- 
come more developed mentally and emotionally 
and behave in a responsible way, or to cause some- 
one to do this © [I] When you are the oldest child of 
a large family, you mature pretty quickly, because 
you have to take care of your younger brothers and 
sisters. 

mature @ /ma'tur, -'tfur/ adj mentally and 
emotionally well-developed, and therefore re- 
sponsible © He just wasn’t mature enough to keep a 
dog. 

maturity @ /ma'tur-at-i, -'tfur-/ n [U] © It takes 
maturity to be a leader. 

FINANCE /ma'tur, -'tfur/ v [I] (of some types of in- 
vestment) to become ready to be paid © When her 
bonds matured, she moved the money into stocks. 


maul /mo:l/ v [T] to physically attack and badly 
hurt a person or animal © A jogger was mauled by 
a huge bear. 


mauve /movwv, ma:v/ adj, n[U] (of) a pale purple 
color 


maven /'met-van/ n [C] infmia person with good 
knowledge or understanding of a subject 0 Wal- 
ter’s a baseball maven and knows Hank Aaron’‘s sta- 
tistics by heart. 


maverick /'mezv-a-rmk/ n [C] a person who 
thinks and acts independently of and differently 
from others © She is considered a political maverick. 


max ©) /meks/ adj, n slang MAXIMUM © “How 
much will it cost?” “Ten bucks max.” 


IDIOM with max 


eto the max to the highest degree or level © Too 
many guys in the gym are pushing their bodies to 
the max and not using the weights correctly. 


PHRASAL VERB with max 


emax out (something) [M] slang to reach the great- 
est level or amount of something © We had seven 
credit cards and we maxed them all out. 0 My car 
maxes out at about 80 miles an hour. 


maxim /'mek-sam/ n[C] a brief statement of a 
general truth, principle, or rule for behavior O She 
lived by the maxim, “Do right, risk consequences.” 


maximize © /'‘mek-sa,matz/ v [T] to make 
something as great in amount, size, or importance 
as possible © Most people try to maximize their gg 
and minimize their losses. 
maximization © /,meek-sa-ma'zer:fan/n [C/U] 
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maximum © /'mzk-sa-mam/ adj [not grada- 
ble] being the largest amount or number allowed 
or possible © a maximum penalty/sentence O The 
stereo was turned up to maximum volume. © Op- 
posite: MINIMUM 
maximum @ /'meek-so-mam/ n[C] © The tem- 
perature will reach a maximum of 88 today. 


may POSSIBILITY /mer/ modal verb may, past simp. 
might used to express possibility © She said she 
may decide to accept the job offer and may not. © 
Compare MIGHT POSSIBILITY 


PERMISSION /met/ modal verb may, past simp. 
might used to ask or give permission © May | use 
your telephone? 


SUGGESTION /me1/ modal verb may, past simp. 
might used to make a suggestion or suggest a 
possibility in a polite way © You may want to have 
a bite to eat before you leave. 0 Compare MIGHT 
SUGGESTION 


IDIOM with may 


esomeone may as well do something there is no 
reason you should not do something © | may as 
well go with you — | don’t have anything else to do. 


May /mei/ n [C/U] the fifth month of the year, 
after April and before June 


maybe /'mer-bi/ adv [not gradable] 1 used to 
show that something is possible or that something 
might be true © Maybe | can get the yard mowed 
before it rains. © There were maybe (= approxi- 
mately) 50 people there when | left. 2 Maybe can 
also be used to avoid giving a clear or certain an- 
swer to a question: “Are you still going to join me 
for dinner?” “Maybe.” 3 Maybe can also be used 
to introduce a possible explanation: | thought 
maybe my phone message had scared him off. 


mayday /'‘mer-det/ n[C] a call for help sent from 
a ship or aircraft by radio, esp. in an emergency 


mayhem /'mer-hem/ n [U] confused activity or 
excitement, sometimes involving destructive vio- 
lence O The movie includes a considerable amount 
of violence and mayhem. 


mayonnaise /'mer-a,neiz/, short form mayo 
/‘met-ou/ n [UJ a thick, creamy, cold sauce that is 
added to foods and is made from oil, vinegar, and 
the yellow part of eggs 


mayor /met-ar/ n[C] the elected leader of a city 
or town © The mayor announced a reorganization 
of the police department. 
mayoral /'met-a-ral/ adj [not gradable] o may- 
oral elections 


maze /meiz/ n[C] a complicated and confusing 
network of passages © He felt like a rat in a maze. 
O (fig.) You have to weed through the maze of com- 
plex rules in order to fill out your tax forms. 


MB n [C] abbreviation for MEGABYTE 


M.B.A. n[C] abbreviation for Master of Business Ad- 
ministration (= an advanced university degree in 
business). 


MC n [C] abbreviation for MASTER OF CEREMONIES © 
Who's the MC for the awards ceremony? 


M.D. n [C] abbreviation for Doctor of Medicine (= 
an advanced university degree needed to work as 
a medical doctor) © Steven Tay, M.D. 


mie /mi:/ pronoun the person speaking; the objec- 
tive form of | © Pass me that book/Pass that book 
to me. o “I want to go to the store.” “Me, too © | 
also want to go).” © “I’d never go there alone at 
night.” “Me neither (= | also would not). ” 
USAGE*} 23) 3. SS ea 
me or I? 
Me is used after than, as, or to be. It would 
be wrong or would sound very formal if you 
used I. 
She’s taller than me. 
David is not as tall as me. 
“Who's there?” “It’s me.” 
“Who's there?” “It is I.” (formal) 
Sometimes me is used with another noun as 
the subject of a sentence, especially in informal 
English. | is usually considered more correct. 
Jane and me went to the cinema yesterday. 
(informal) 
Jane and | went to the cinema yesterday. 


meadow /'med-ou/ n[C] an area of land with 
grass and other wild plants in it © We walked 
through fields and meadows. 


meager /'mi:-ger/ adj very small in amount or 
number; only as much or not as much as is needed 
or thought to be suitable © The food at my grand- 
mother’s house was meager and barely edible. 


meal FOOD /mi:l/ n [C] an occasion when food 
is served or eaten, esp. breakfast, lunch, or dinner, 
or the food itself on such an occasion © | don’t enjoy 
preparing three meals a day every day. 


POWDER /mi:l/ n [U] a substance that has been 
crushed to make a rough powder, esp. plant seeds 
crushed to make flour or for animal food 


meal ticket n [C usually sing] someone or 
something that provides you with the money you 
need to live © The role has been a generous meal 
ticket for the actress. 


mealtime /'mi:|-tarm/ n[C usually pl] a time of 
day when a meal is eaten © Mealtimes were silent 
unless Dad had something to say. 


mean EXPRESS /mi:n/ v [T] past meant to rep- 
resent or express something intended, or to refer 
to someone or something © “What does ‘rough’ 
mean?” “It means ‘not smooth.’” © [+ that clause] 
These figures mean that almost 7% of the population 
is unemployed. © “Do you see that girl over there?” 
“Do you mean the one with short blond hair?” 
meaning /'mi:nin/ n [C/U] what something 
represents or expresses © [C] Do you know the 
meaning of this word? © [C] The word has several 
meanings. 

meaningless /'mi:-nin:las/ adj © The leaflet was 
full of meaningless (= not expressing anything) 
information. 
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HAVE RESULT /mi:n/ v [T] past meant to have as a 
result © Lower costs mean higher profits. © [+ (that) 
clause] /f she doesn't answer the phone, it means 
(that) she’s out in the garden. 


AVERAGE /mi:n/ n[C] mathematics a number that 
is the result of adding a group of numbers to- 
gether and then dividing the result by how many 
numbers were in the group 


HAVE IMPORTANCE /mi:n/ v [T] past meant to have 
the importance or value of © My grandmother's ring 
wasn’t valuable, but it meant a lot to me. 
meaning /'mi:-nin/ n[U] importance or value © 
Life had lost its meaning for her. 
meaningful /'mi:-ntn-fal/ adj © She found it dif- 
ficult to form meaningful relationships. 
meaningless /'mi:-ninlas/ adj without pur- 
pose; useless © a meaningless gesture 

INTEND /mi:n/ v [I/T] past meant 1 to say or do 
something intentionally; intend © [T] | think she 
meant 8 o'clock, although she said 7 o'clock. © [I] 
I've been meaning to call you but I’ve been so busy 
| never got around to it. 2 Mean can also be used 
to add emphasis to what you are saying: [T] She 
means what she says. 

NOT KIND /mi:n/ adj [-er/-est only] unkind or not 
caring © / felt a little mean when | said | couldn't visit 
her in the hospital until Saturday. 

GOOD /mi:n/ adj [-er/-est only] slang very good © 
She plays a mean bass fiddle. 


WORD FAMILY mean 


Nouns meaning Verbs mean 


Adjectives meaningful 
meaningless 


Adverbs meaningfully 


IDIOMS with mean 


emean business to be serious about taking action 
© You've got to tell the students that you mean busi- 
ness — if they don’t do work, they won't pass the 
Class. 

¢mean well to intend to be helpful, esp. when you 
unintentionally cause problems instead © He 
means well, but he keeps trying to help with things 
he doesn’t really understand. 


meander NOT DIRECT /mi:'zn-dar/ v[I] to fol- 
low a route that is not straight or direct © Hikers 
can meander along the path next to the river for sev- 
eral miles. 


RIVER BEND /mi:'zen-dor/ n [C] earth science a 
bend in a river, esp. one of many 


means METHOD /mi:nz/ p/n 1 a method or way 
of doing something © They had no means of letting 
him know that the flight was canceled. 2 By means 
of is used to show the method used: Students are 
selected for scholarships by means of an open, na- 
tional competition. » Usage: way or method/ 
means of? at WAY MANNER 


MONEY /mi:nz/ p/n 1 money or income that allows 
you to buy things or services © [+ to infinitive] They 
simply don't have the means to send their children 
to private schools. 2 A person of means is rich. 


IDIOMS with means 


¢a means to an end something you do in order 
to achieve something else © For me, going to college 
is just a means to an end, a way to get a better job. 
eby no means, not by any means not in any way 
© It is by no means clear what the president can do 
to end the strike. © USAGE: Used to emphasize a 
negative statement. 


meantime /‘mi:n-tarm/ nthe time while some- 
thing else is happening © Rick wants to be an actor, 
but in the meantime he’s working as a waiter. 


meanwhile /‘mi:n-wail, -hwatl/ adv [not grad- 
able] until something expected happens, or while 
something else is happening © It’s going to take 
several days for my car to be repaired — meanwhile 
I’m renting one. 


measles /'mi:-zalz/ n {U] an infectious disease, 
esp. of children, which produces small red spots 
all over the body 


measly /'mi:z-li/ adj [not gradable] too small in 
size or amount; not generous O We got a measly 
2% raise last year. 


measure SIZE /'me3-ar/ v to discover the exact 
size, amount, etc., of something, or to be of a par- 
ticular size © [T] “Will the table fit in here?” "I don't 
know — I'll measure it.” © [L] The sofa measures (= 
is of the size of) 3 feet by 7 feet. 
measure /'me3-ar/ n [C/U] 1 a way of measur- 
ing, or a way of showing how much or how great 
something is © [C] a system of weights and mea- 
sures © [U] It is a measure of his popularity that he 
got over 70% of the vote. 2 Measure can also mean 
amount or degree: [U] There was a large measure 
of luck in his quick promotion to company vice pres- 
ident. 3 music A measure is also one of the small 
equal parts into which a piece of music is divided, 
containing a fixed number of beats; a BAR. 
measurable /'me3-9-ra-bal/ adj © a measurable 
amount of precipitation 
measurement /'me3-ar-mant/ n [C/U] 1 the 
act of measuring © [U] The test is based on the mea- 
surement of blood sugar. 2 A measurement is the 
length, height, width, etc., of something, which 
you discover by measuring it: [C] The measure- 
ments of several of the drawings were identical. 
METHOD /'me3-ar/ n [C] a way to achieve some- 
thing; a method © Medicare was a measure in- 
tended to guarantee health care for everyone over 
the age of 65. 


WORD FAMILY measure 


Nouns measure 
measurement 


Verbs measure 


PHRASAL VERB with measure 


e measure up to be as good as something else or 
as good as expected © We compared the movie we 
made to some of the other students’ films to see how 
it measured up. 


meat /mi:t/ n [U] the flesh of an animal when it 
is used for food © Get a pound of chopped meat from 
the supermarket on your way home. 
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meat-and-potatoes 590 


meaty /'mi:t-i/ adj containing a lot of meat © a 
meaty meal 


meat-and-potatoes adj basic and impor- 
tant © Taxes are a meat-and-potatoes issue for most 
voters. 


meatball /‘mi:t-b>:I/ n [C] a small ball made of 
meat that has been cut into small pieces, pressed 
together, and cooked © spaghetti and meatballs 


meat loaf, meatloaf /‘mi:t:-louf/ n[U] meat that 
has been cut into small pieces then shaped and 
baked 


mecca /'‘mek:a/ n[C] a place to which many peo- 
ple are attracted © Historic Creek Street, lined with 
shops and restaurants, has become a tourist mecca. 


mechanical MACHINES /ma'keen-1-kal/ adj 
[not gradable] 1 of machines or their parts © a 
mechanical problem 2 physics Mechanical forces 
are physical forces that cause objects or matter to 
move. 

mechanic /ma'kzn-1k/ n [C] someone who re- 
pairs or works with machines, esp. as a job © an 
auto mechanic 


WITHOUT THOUGHT /ma'ken-1-kal/ adj without 
thinking about what you are doing, esp. because 
you do it often © The garbagemen worked ina slow, 
mechanical way. 


mechanics OPERATION /moa'kzen-1ks/ n[{U] the 
particular way something works or happens © The 
goals are the same, but the mechanics for achieving 
the goals differ greatly. 


PHYSICAL FORCES /ma'ken-tks/ n (U] physics the 
study of the effect of physical forces on objects and 
their movement 


mechanism © MACHINE PART /'mek-9,n1z: 
am/ n[C] a part of a machine, or a set of parts that 
work together © Automatic cameras have a special 
focusing mechanism. 


SYSTEM /'mek:a,niz:‘om/ n [C] a way of doing 
something, esp. one that is planned or part of a 
system O The mechanism for collecting taxes needs 
revising. 


medal /'‘med-@l/ n[C] a small metal disk given to 
someone to recognize a brave action or special ser- 
vice, or the winning of a competition esp. in sports 
© She won three Olympic gold medals. 
medalist /‘med-l-ast/ n [C] a person who has 
won a medal in a sport O She’s the gold/silver/ 
bronze medalist (= She got the medal for finishing 
in first/second/third place) in foil fencing. 


medallion /moa'del-jan/ n [C] 1 a metal disk 
worn as a decoration on a chain around the neck 
or attached to a vehicle to show that it can be 
legally used for a special purpose © He drove a me- 
dallion taxi while he attended college at night. 2 A 
medallion is also a round piece of meat: medallions 
of lamb/veal 


Medal of Honor n [C] the highest military 
honor in the US 


meddle /'med-@l/ v [I] disapproving to try to 
change or have an influence on things that are not 


your responsibility © | don’t want my parents med- 
dling in my affairs by telling me how | should run my 
life. 


media © NEWSPAPERS /‘mi:d-i:-9/ p/n news- 
papers, magazines, television, and radio, consid- 
ered as a group © the news media © There was a 
tremendous amount of media coverage of the funeral 
of Princess Diana. © See also: MEDIUM METHOD 


MEDIUM /'mi:d-i:-a/ pl of MEDIUM METHOD 


median LAND /'mi:d-i:-an/, median strip /,mi:d-i:- 
an'strip/n [C] a narrow strip of land or concrete 
between the two sides of a large road, separating 
the vehicles moving in opposite directions © The 
car went out of control, jumped the median, and hit 
a truck head on. 

NUMBER /'mi:d-i:-an/ n[C] mathematics the mid- 
dle number or amount in a series 


mediate © /'mi:d-i: ,eit/ v [I/T] to help solve a 
disagreement by talking to the separate people or 
groups involved, or to communicate information 
between people © [T] to mediate a dispute 
mediation © /,mi:d-i:'e1-fan/ n [U] ° Last-min- 
ute attempts at mediation failed, and the workers 
went on Strike. 
mediator /'mi:d-i: ,ert-ar/ n [C] © The governor 
appointed a mediator and asked both sides to return 
to the bargaining table. 


medic /'‘med-1k/ n[C] infmia person who belongs 
to the part of the armed forces that gives medical 
help to soldiers 


Medicaid /'med-1,keid/ n (U] a government 
service in the US for poor people that pays for their 
medical treatment © Compare MEDICARE 


medical © /'med-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] of or 
relating to medicine, or for the treatment of dis- 
ease or injury © She is in her final year of medical 
school. © Medical research has led to better treat- 
ment for diabetes patients. 
medically @ /'‘med-1-kli/ adv [not gradable] © 
Staying another night in the hospital was not medi- 
cally necessary, so she was discharged. 


WORD FAMILY medical 


Nouns medical 
medicated 


medicinal 


medical 
medication 
medicine 


Adjectives 


medicate Adverbs 


medically 


medical examiner n[C] a doctor, employed 
by the government, who examines dead bodies to 
discover the cause of death 


Medicare /'med:-1,ker, -,kaer/ n [U] a govern- 
ment service in the US for people who are 65 years 
old and older that pays for medical treatment © 
Compare MEDICAID 


medicate /'med:1,keit/ v [T] to treat someone 
with a medicine © Patients are usually medicated 
with tranquilizers before having anesthesia. 
medication /,med-1'ker:fan/ n [C/U] any sub- 
stance used to treat an illness or disease, esp. a 
drug © [C] Are you taking any medications now? O 
[U] I’m on medication for my heart condition. 
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medicated /'med:1,kert-ad/ adj [not gradable] 
containing a medical substance © medicated sham- 
poo 


medicine TREATMENT /'med:a-san/ n [U] the 
science dealing with the preserving of health and 
with preventing and treating disease or injury © 


Pediatrics is a branch of medicine. © She continued 


to practice medicine until she was in her eighties. 


SUBSTANCE /'med-a-san/ n [C/U] a substance 
taken into the body in treating an illness © [U] Take 
two spoonfuls of cough medicine. © [C] This antibi- 
otic should not be taken with other medicines. 
medicinal /ma'dis-an-°l/ adj © The Indians used 
the plant as a medicinal substance. 


“WORD CHOICES medicine ss” 


A common alternative to “medicine” is drug. 


The new drug has been shown to eliminate 
tumors. 


Medication is a medicine or set of medicines 
for a particular illness or condition. 
He’s currently on medication for his heart. 
A small solid piece of medicine is a pill or tablet. 
He takes a sleeping pill at night. 
Do you take any vitamin tablets? 


Ointment is medicine in the form of a cream 
that you rub into your skin. 


Apply the ointment to the sore area. 


Drops are a type of liquid medicine that you put 
into your eyes, ears, or nose in small amounts. 


These eye drops should clear up the infection. 


medicine cabinet, medicine chest n [C] a 
small cabinet, usually with a mirror on the front, 
which is attached to the wall in a bathroom 


medieval /mi:d:i:'i:-val, med'i:-val/ adj [not 
gradable] of or from the MIDDLE AGES (= the pe- 
riod in the past from about 500 to 1500) © The 
tunnels were dug in medieval times as an escape 
route. 


mediocre /,mi:d-i:'ou-kar/ adj [not gradable] 
just acceptable but not good; not good enough © 
The movie’s plot is predictable, the dialogue is sec- 
ond-rate, and the acting is mediocre. 
mediocrity /,mi:d-i:'ak-rat-i/ n [U] © He urged 
educators to combat mediocrity in the classroom. 


meditate /'med-a_,teit/ v [I] 1 to think seriously 
about something, esp. over a period of time © [al- 
ways + adv/prep] This exhibition does not attempt 
to meditate on the consequences of the disaster. 2 If 
you meditate, you give your attention to one 
thing, and do not think about anything else, usu- 
ally as a religious activity or as way of calming or 
relaxing your mind. 

meditation /,med-a'ter-fan/ n [C/U] 


medium © AVERAGE /'mi:d-i:-am/ adj [not 
gradable]} 1 being in the middle between an upper 
and lower amount, size, or degree; average O He 
was a man of medium height. © The shirt is available 
in small, medium, and large sizes. 2 Medium also 
refers to a way of cooking meat or fish so that it is 


cooked in the middle: Would you like your steak 
rare, medium, or well-done? 

METHOD /'mi:d-i:-am/ n[C] pi mediums, media 1 
a method or way of expressing something © the 
broadcasting/print medium 2 art The medium that 
an artist works in is the materials or method used 
to create things. 

MATERIAL/SUBSTANCE /'mi:d-i:-am/ n[C] physics 
the material through which a wave or other force 
travels 

PERSON /'mi:d-i:-am/ n [C] p! mediums a person 
who claims to receive messages from people who 
are dead 


medley /'med-li/ n [C] a mixture of different 
things, such as tunes put together to form a longer 
piece of music © He played a medley of popular 
songs on the piano. 


medulla /mo'dal-a/ n [C usually sing] biology 

the lowest part of the brain, which controls the 
body’s automatic processes such as the way the 
heart works and the breathing 


meek /mi:k/ adj [-er/-est only] quiet and unwill- 
ing to disagree or fight or to strongly support per- 
sonal ideas and opinions © He's slight, meek, and 
balding, and hardly heroic. 
meekly /'mi:-kli/ adv 0 Jennifer meekly suggested 
that maybe it won't happen. 


meet COME TOGETHER /mi:t/ v [!/T] past met to 
come together with another person © [I] We agreed 
to meet on Tuesday at six. © [I] They’re meeting with 
their advisers to work out a new plan. © [T] The doc- 
tor unexpectedly met one of her patients in the su- 
permarket. © [T] Will we meet Joyce’s plane (= be at 
the airport when she arrives)? © [I] The teams met 
twice this season (= competed against each other 
twice). 
meeting /'mi:t-19/ n [C] an occasion when peo- 
ple come together © We scheduled the meeting for 
Friday. 


USAGE 


meet, see, visit, or get to know? 


Meet is only used about people. It is not used 
to mean “visit a place or thing.” For this mean- 
ing use see or visit. 
Annie and Paul met in college. 
People love to travel and see different places. 
Peepletove-to-travel-and-meet-different 
places: 


When you get to know someone, you gradu- 
ally learn more about them. 
It’s too soon to think about marriage, we're 
still getting to know each other. 


BECOME FAMILIAR WITH /mi:t/ v [I/T] past met to 
become familiar with someone for the first time © 
[|] They met at work. © [T] I'd like you to meet my 
friend Laura. 

JOIN /mi:t/ v [I/T] past met (esp. of objects) to join 
or touch © [I] The curtains don’t meet in the middle 
of the window. 


FULFILL /mi:t/ v [T] past met to fulfill, satisfy, or 
achieve © We haven't found office space that meets 
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meeting 


meeting. Oe 


our needs. © Do you think she’ll be able to meet the 
deadline? 

SPORTS EVENT /mi:t/ n[C] a sports event at which 
several teams or people compete © a track meet © 
a swimming meet 


IDIOM with meet 


emeet someone halfway to agree to do part of 
what someone wants if that person will do part of 
what you want © The buyers wanted to bring the 
price down from $15,000 to $10,000, so | offered to 
meet them halfway at $12,500. 


PHRASAL VERBS with meet 


emeet up (with someone) to see and talk to some- 
one after making an arrangement to do so © I’m 
meeting up with some friends after work. 

emeet with something EXPERIENCE fmi/ to experi- 
ence something, esp. something unpleasant © She 
met with an accident on her way to school. 

emeet with something CAUSE REACTION to cause 
a particular reaction 0 The announcement met with 
applause from the audience. 


meeting /'mi:t-in/ n © See at MEET COME TO- 
GETHER 


meeting house n[C]a Christian place of wor- 
ship, esp. for QUAKERS 


mega- /'meg:2/ prefix used to add the meaning 
“extremely big” or “a large amount” to nouns © 
His last movie made him a megastar. O They’re mak- 
ing megabucks (= a lot of money). 


megabyte /'meg:a ,bait/, abbreviation MB 7n [C] 
a unit of measurement of computer storage space 
equal to 1,048,576 BYTES 


megalomania /meg-a-l3'mer-ni:-3/ n [U] 
the belief that you are much more important and 
powerful than you really are 


megaphone /'meg:a,foun/ n [C] a hollow, 
cone-shaped device, open at both ends, that 
makes your voice sound louder when you speak 
into its smaller end 


meiosis /mat'ou-sas/ n [U] biology the type of 
cell division in which one cell divides into four GA- 
METES (= male or female cells that join to form an 
organism), each with a different mixture of CHRO- 
MOSOMES (= cell structures) and half the number 
as were in the original cell 


meiotic /mar'at-1k/ adj [not gradable] biology 
relating to MEIOSIS (= a type of cell division) 


melancholy /'mel-an ,kal-i/ adj feeling or ex- 
pressing sadness © a melancholy song © Larry is in 
a very melancholy mood. 


melee /'mei,le1, mer'ler/ n[C] a situation that is 
confused and not under control, esp. a fight in- 
volving a number of people © A melee erupted in 
the stands near the end of the game. 


mellow SMOOTH /'mel-ou/ adj pleasing be- 
cause of being smooth, soft, or well developed and 
not too sharp, bright, new, or rough © a mellow 
flavor/tone 
mellow /'mel-ou/ v [I] © The bright orange of the 
fresh paint mellowed as it dried. 


RELAXED /'mel-ou/ adj (of a person or mood) re- 
laxed and pleasant © He looks mellow on stage, but 
he’s always tense before the show. 
mellow /'mel-ou/ v [I/T] © [I] She used to be very 
impatient, but she’s mellowed. 


PHRASAL VERB with mellow 


«mellow out s/ang to become more relaxed © My 
dad has definitely mellowed out as he’s gotten older. 


melodrama /'mel:3,dram-a, -,dram-a/ n [C/ 
U] literature a play or style of acting in which the 
characters behave and show emotion in a more 
noticeable way than real people usually do 
melodramatic /,mel-a-dra'meet-1k/ adj tend- 
ing to behave or show emotion in ways that are 
more extreme than usual © /’ve always been a little 
melodramatic. 


melody /'mel-ad-i/ n [C] music the main tune in 
a piece of music that is often played or sung more 
than once © Could you play the melody for me? 
melodic /ma'lad-1k/ adj relating to a tune, or 
having a pleasant tune © a melodic theme 
melodious /ma'loud:i:-as/ adj pleasant and re- 
laxing to listen to 


melon /'mel-an/ n [C/U] any of several types of 
large, round, sweet fruit with a thick skin and seeds 
© [U] | put orange, banana, and melon in the fruit 
salad. 


melt /melt/ v [I/T] to change something from 
solid to liquid by heating, or to dissolve a solid in 
a liquid © [T] The sun was hot and melted the snow. 
© [I] The ice cream was starting to melt by the time 
I got it home. 


IDIOM with melt 


e melt in your mouth (of food) to be prepared well 
and taste good © The pie crust just melts in your 
mouth. 


PHRASAL VERBS with melt 


emelt away to disappear © Gradually her anger 
melted away, and she smiled. 

emelt down something {M] 1 to heat something 
until it loses its shape and becomes liquid © Span- 
iards melted down Aztec jewelry for its gold. 2 \f an 
organization or system melts down, it loses its abil- 
ity to operate in the way that it should: The eco- 
nomic minister has kept the nation’s economy from 
melting down. 


meltdown /‘melt-daun/ n [C/U] a dangerous 
accident in which the fuel melts in a nuclear RE- 
ACTOR (= device that produces energy) 
melting /‘mel-tin/ n [U] chemistry the change 
or process of changing from a solid substance to 
a liquid 

melting point n [C usually sing] chemistry 
the temperature at which a substance melts 


melting pot n[C usually sing] a place or situ- 
ation where the people and cultures of many dif- 
ferent places mix together 


member PERSON /'mem-bar/ n[C] a person or 
thing that is part of a group © She’s a member of 
our team. © The lion is a member of the cat family. 
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membership /'mem-bar,fip/ n [C/U] 1 the 
state of belonging to an organization, or an agree- 
ment by which someone joins an organization © 
[U] We applied for membership in the country club. 
© [C] Some fitness clubs sell lifetime memberships. 2 
The membership is all the members of an organi- 
zation: [U] We asked the membership to vote on the 
issue. 


BODY PART /'mem:bar/ n [C] a part or organ of a 
body, such as an arm, leg, or lung 


membrane /'mem-brein/ n [C] a thin, soft 
layer of tissue that covers organs or connects parts 
of living things, or the outer covering of a cell 
>» Picture: amoeba; cell 


memento /ma'ment-ou/ n [C] p/ mementos, 
mementoes an object that you keep to help you 
remember a person or a special event 


memo /'mem-ou/ n [C] pl memos short form of 
MEMORANDUM © He put his conclusions in a memo 
to Bethel. 


memoir /'‘mem-war, -wo:r/ n[C] writing a writ- 
ten record of a person’s knowledge of events or of 
a person’s own experiences © She wrote a memoir 
about her years as a war correspondent. © He’s writ- 
ing his memoirs (= the story of his life). 


memorabilia /,mem-a-ra'bil-i:-9/ pin objects 
that are collected because they are connected with 
a person or event that you want to remember 


memorable /‘mem-a-ra-bal/ adj likely to be re- 
membered or worth remembering © a memorable 
song/story © Dizzy Dean was one of baseball's most 
memorable personalities. 
memorably /'mem-a-ra-bli/ adv © The part was 
played memorably by Humphrey Bogart. 


memorandum / mem-:a'ren-dam/, short form 
memo n [C] p/ memoranda, memorandums a 
written report prepared especially for a person or 
group of people and containing information about 
a particular matter © Ann will send a memorandum 
to the staff outlining the new procedures. 


memorial /ma'mo:r-i:-al, -'mour-/ n [C] 1 an 
object made in order to honor a person or event 
O The statue is a memorial to those who died in the 
war. 2 A memorial service is an event held to re- 
member a person who has died. 


Memorial Day n [C] a US holiday on the last 
Monday in May honoring members of the military 
who died in war 


memory ABILITY TO REMEMBER /'mem-a-ri/ n 
[C/U] 1 the ability to remember things © [U] After 
the accident he suffered from loss of memory. © [C] 
She has an excellent memory for names. © [U] Each 
of the children recited a short poem from memory (= 
by remembering it). 2 A computer’s memory is the 
part of a computer in which information is stored, 
or its ability to store information. 
memorize /'mem-a,raiz/ v [T] to learn some- 
thing so that you will remember it exactly © She 
memorized her friends’ phone numbers. » Usage: 
remember or memory? at REMEMBER 


WHAT IS REMEMBERED /'mem-a-ri/ n [C] some- 
thing that you remember from the past © She has 
vivid memories of her trip to Los Angeles 20 years 
ago. © That song brings back memories (= makes 
me remember past events). © A service was held in 
memory of (= to remember) those who died in the 
earthquake. 


WORD FAMILY Memory 


Verbs 
Adverbs memorably 


memorial memorize 


memory 


Nouns 


Adjectives memorable 


men /men/ pl of MAN MALE 


menace /'men-as/ n [C/U] danger, or someone 
or something that is likely to cause harm © [U] 
There was an air of controlled menace about him. 0 
[C] That boy is a menace to himself and his friends. 
menace /'men-as/ v [T] © A hurricane menaced 
the east coast yesterday. 
menacing /'men-a-sin/ adj © a menacing gesture 
menacingly /'men-a-stnli/ adv o She glared 
menacingly at him. 


menagerie /ma'nzd3-a-ri, -'nz3-/ n[C] a col- 
lection of different animals that are kept, usually 
for people to see 


mend REPAIR /mend/ v [T] to repair cloth that is 
torn or something that is damaged © Could you 
mend this hole in my shirt? © The country is seeking 
to mend relations with the US. 

BECOME WELL /mend/ v[I/T] to become well again 
after an illness or injury © [I] The bones in my broken 
wrist took eight weeks to mend. 
mend /mend/ n 


IDIOMS with mend 


*mend your ways to behave better © | was getting 
really bad grades, but | promised my parents | would 
mend my ways and work harder. 

eon the mend becoming healthy after an illness 
O She's still in the hospital, but she’s definitely on the 
mend. 


menial /'mi:-ni:-al/ adj (of work) needing little 
skill or education © a menial job 


meningitis / men-on ‘dzait-as/ n[U] a swelling 
of the outer MEMBRANE (= thin layer of tissue) of 
the brain caused by an infection 


meniscus /ma'nis-kas/ n [C] chemistry the 
curved surface of a liquid in a container, which can 
be either in if the MOLECULES of the liquid are at- 
tracted to the container or out if the molecules are 
attracted to each other 


menopause /'men:9,p2:z/ n[U] the time ina 
woman’s life, often between the ages of 45 and 
55, when she gradually stops MENSTRUATING (= 
having a regular flow of blood from her uterus) 


menorah /ma'no:r-a, -'nour-a/ n [C] a base 
with seven branches for holding candles that is a 
symbol of the Jewish people, or one with nine 
branches used during the Jewish celebration of 
Hanukkah 
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men’sroom 


men’s room n[C] a toilet for men in a public 
building © Compare LADIES’ ROOM 


menstruate /'men:stra,weit/ v [I] to have a 
flow of blood from the uterus, usually for three to 
five days every four weeks, in women who are not 
pregnant 
menstruation /,men:stra'wer fan/ n [U] the 
flow of blood from a woman’s uterus 
menstrual /'men:stral, -stra-wal/ adj [not grad- 
able] © a menstrual cycle/period 


menswear /'menz-wer, -wer/ n [U] clothing 
for men © designer menswear 


mental © /'ment-l/ adj [not gradable] of or 
about the mind, or involving the process of think- 
ing © Stress can affect both your physical and mental 
health. © Many people suffer from some form of men- 
tal illness during their lives. 0 | made a mental note 
of her address (= | will try to remember it). 
mentally @ /'ment-4l-i/ adv [not gradable] © 
mentally ill 
mentality © /men'tzl-et-i/ n [U] a person’s or 
group’s way of thinking about things © They buy 
everything on credit — they have this play now, pay 
later mentality. 


WORD FAMILY mental 
Nouns 


mentality Adverbs mentally 


Adjectives mental 


menthol /'‘men-6:!/ n [U] a natural substance 

made from PEPPERMINT (= a plant with a fresh, 
strong smell) and used in medicines and as a 
flavoring 


mention /'men-tfan/ v [T] to speak about 
someone or something, esp. briefly and without 
giving much detail © [+ (that) clause] Has he men- 
tioned (that) he’s leaving his job? 0 | promised never 
to mention her again. 
mention /'‘men-tfan/ n [C/U] 0 [U] There was no 
mention of the robbery in today’s newspaper. 


mentor /'men,t2:r/ n [C] an experienced and 
trusted person who gives another person advice 
and help, esp. related to work or school, over a 
period of time 

mentoring /'men-ta-rin/ n [U] © The students’ 
chances can be improved with more studying, men- 
toring, and intensive review. 


menu /'men-ju:/n[C] 1a list of the dishes served 
at a meal, esp. in a restaurant O There are several 
vegetarian dishes on the menu. 2 A menu is also a 
list of items shown on a computer screen from 
which the user can choose an operation for the 
computer to perform. 


meow /mi:'au/ n [C] the crying sound a cat 
makes 
meow /mi:‘au/ v [I] 


mercantilism /'mar-ken.ti:l1z-am, -,tar-/ n 
[U] world history an economic theory developed 
in the 16th to 18th centuries holding that a gov- 
ernment should control the economy and that a 
nation should increase its wealth by selling more 
than it buys from other nations 


mercenary /'mar-sa ,ner-i/ n [C] a soldier who 
fights for a foreign country or group for pay 
mercenary /'ma3r-sa ,ner-i/ adj interested only in 
the money that can be obtained from a situation 
© | don’t trust his motives — he’s too mercenary. 


merchandise /'mar-tfan,dais/ n [U] goods 
that are bought and sold © This store has a wide 
selection of merchandise for sale. 
merchandising /‘mar-tfan ,dar-zrn/ n [U] the 
activity of advertising or selling goods 


merchant /'m3r-tfant/ n [C] a person whose 
business is buying and selling goods for profit 


merchant marine n [U] a country’s ships 
that are involved in trade 


mercury /'ma3r-kja-ri/ n [U] a heavy, silver-col- 
ored metal that is liquid at ordinary temperatures 
© Mercury is used in thermometers. 


Mercury /'mar-kja-ri/ n [U] the planet nearest in 
distance to the sun > Picture: solar system 


mercy KINDNESS /'mar-si/ n[U] kindness shown 
toward someone whom you have the right or 
power to punish © He begged for mercy. © The sol- 
diers showed no mercy toward their prisoners. 
merciful /'mar-st-fal/ adj kind and forgiving © 
Judges are sometimes more merciful than a jury. 
merciless /'mar-st:las/ adj showing no kindness; 
cruel O a merciless enemy 

mercilessly /'mar-st-la-sli/ adv © He was teased 
mercilessly at school. 


LUCK /'m3r-si/ n [U] something that is considered 
lucky because it is not as bad as it had been or 
could have been © It’s a mercy that no one was hurt 
in the fire. 
mercifully /‘mar-si-fli, -fa-li/ adv luckily o His 
speech was mercifully brief. 


mercy killing n [U] EUTHANASIA 


mere /mir/ adj [not gradable] nothing more 
than; nothing more important than © The mere fact 
that Greene plays for the Yankees gives him a lot of 
visibility. © The city receives a mere 20% of the park- 
ing revenues. 

merely /'mir-li/ adv [not gradable] only; and 
nothing more © | merely said that | was tired. © 
These columns have no function and are merely 
decorative. 


merge /m3rd3/ v [I/T] to combine or join to- 
gether © [I] Route 9A splits off from Route 9, but they 
merge after 5 more miles. 
merger /'mar-d3ar/ n [C] the combining of two 
Or more companies or organizations into one 


meridian /mo'rid-i:-an/ n[C] earth science an 
imaginary line that passes from the North Pole to 
the South Pole through any place on the surface 
of the earth, used to show the position of places 
on a map 


meringue /ma'ren/ n[C/U] a mixture of sugar 
and the beaten white part of eggs, baked until 
firm, or the light, sweet cake made of this 


merit /'mer-at/ n [C/U] the quality of being good 
and deserving praise, or a good quality o [U] 
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Judged on artistic merit, it was a success. © [C] Being 
able to work at home has its merits. 

merit /'mer-at/ v [T] to deserve something © 
These recommendations merit careful attention. 


IDIOM with merit 


eon its (own) merits, on someone’s (own) merits 
based only on a person’s or thing’s qualities and 
not on what other people say about that person 
or thing © Judge the product on its own merits, and 
not on what the ads say. 


mermaid /'m2r-meid/ n [C] an imaginary crea- 
ture with the upper body of a woman and the tail 
of a fish 


merry /‘mer:i/ adj 1 happy or showing enjoy- 
ment 2 You say Merry Christmas to wish people a 
happy time at Christmas. 


merry-go-round /'mer-i:-gou ,raund/, car- 
ousel n [C] a circular stage with brightly colored 
artificial animals that children can ride on while it 
turns around and around as music plays 


mesa /'mei-sa/ n [C] earth science a mountain 
with a large flat top 


mesh NET /mef/ n[U] a material loosely woven 
of wire, plastic, or thread so that it has spaces in it 
like a net © Pour the liquid through a strainer of fine 
mesh. 

JOIN /me{/ v [I/T] (of two or more things) to fit 
together or be suitable for each other © [I] The 
teeth of the smaller and larger gears mesh with each 
other. © [|] Their ideas on how to run the company 
never really meshed. 


mesmerize /'‘mez-ma,raiz/ v [T] to hold com- 
pletely the attention or interest of someone © Her 
beautiful voice mesmerized the audience. 
mesmerizing /'mez:-ma,rar-zin/ adj © a mes- 
merizing performance 


meson /'mez:an, 'mes-; 'mer-zan, -san/ n [C] 
physics a very small piece of matter that contains 
a QUARK and an ANTIQUARK. 


mesosphere /'mez:a isftr, 'mi:-za-/ n[U] earth 
science the layer of gases surrounding the earth at 
a height of between 50 and 100 kilometers, above 
the STRATOSPHERE ° 


mess DISORDER /mes/ n[C usually sing] 1 a con- 
dition of disorder and confusion, or something in 
that condition © They left the kitchen a mess. © We 
sat in traffic for two hours while they cleaned up the 
mess from the accident. 2 A mess is also a dirty con- 
dition: The puppy’s made a mess on the dining room 
rug. 3 A mess is also a situation that is full of prob- 
lems and difficulties: Traffic was a mess. 
mess /mes/ v [I/T] infmi © [I/T] Don’t mess up my 
hair — | just combed it. 
messed-up /mest'ap, 'mest:ap/ adj infm! un- 
happy and emotionally confused © a messed-up 
teenager 
messy /'mes:i/ adj 1 dirty, unpleasant, or lacking 
order 0 / hate a messy kitchen. 2 A messy situation 
is one that is confused and unpleasant: He's got a 
messy personal life. 


ROOM /mes/, mess hall /'mes:ho:l/ n[C] a room or 
building in which members of the military eat their 
meals © the officers’ mess 


PHRASAL VERBS with mess 


emess around to waste time doing something 
without a particular purpose © The kids were just 
messing around at the mall. 

emess (around) with something CHANGE to 
make changes in something, esp. in a way that 
harms it O Has someone been messing around with 
the settings on my computer again? 

emess (around) with something/someone DAN- 
GER to become involved with someone or some- 
thing dangerous © You can’t mess around with 
airport security. 

emess (something) up MISTAKE to make a mistake 
or do something wrong © | messed up — I'm sorry. 
© | really messed up on the second question on the 
test. © We had a chance to win the game and we 
messed it up. 

emess something up DAMAGE [M] to break, dam- 
age, or spoil something © | messed up my ankle 
playing soccer. © There are always a couple of kids 
who come to a party and try to mess things up. 


message INFORMATION /'mes-1d3/ n [C] a 
short piece of written or spoken information that 
is given or sent to someone ° /f I’m not there when 
you phone, leave a message. © She's not here — can 
| take a message? 


IDEA /'mes-1d3/ n [C] the main idea that an artist, 
writer, speaker, or group is trying to communicate 
© The message of the movie seems to be that only 
the most ruthless people can get ahead in politics. 


messaging /'‘mes-a-d3in/ n[U] a system or the 
process of sending and receiving messages or im- 
ages on a computer or other electronic device © 
Instant messaging alerts computer users when their 
friends are online. © It’s not illegal in some states to 
drive while text messaging. 


messenger /'mes:an-d3ar/ n[C] a person who 
Carries a message 


messenger RNA, abbreviation MRNA n [U] bi- 
ology a type of RNA (= chemical in living cells) that 
provides the information needed to make PROTEIN 
(= a necessary part of all living cells) 


messiah /ma'sat-9/ n [C] 1 a person who is ex- 
pected to come and save the world 2 In the Chris- 
tian religion, the Messiah is Jesus. 3 In the Jewish 
religion, the Messiah has not yet come. 


mestizo /mes'ti:-zou/, female mestiza n [C] pl 
mestizos, mestizas a person from Latin America 
who Is part European and part American Indian 


met /met/ past simple and past participle of MEET 


metabolic /,met:a'bal-1k/ adj [not gradable] 
biology relating to METABOLISM (= processes by 
which the body uses food for energy and growth) 


metabolism /ma'tzb-a ,liz-am/ n[C] biology 
the chemical and physical processes by which a 
living thing uses food for energy and growth 


metal /‘met:*l/ n [C/U] chemistry, physics a 
generally hard and shiny chemical element, such 
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metal detector 


metal aetector 0 


as iron or gold, or a mixture of such elements, such 
as steel, which usually allows electricity and heat 
to travel through it 

metallic /ma'tzel-1k/ adj chemistry, physics 
made of or similar to metal, or showing a quality 
of metal © a loud metallic sound 


metal detector n [C] an electronic device 
that finds metal, used esp. to search people for 
weapons 


metalloid /‘met-,21d/ n [C] chemistry a 
chemical element with some of the characteristics 
of a metal and some of a substance that is not a 
metal, for example, SILICON and ARSENIC 


metamorphic /,met-a'mo:r-fik/ adj [not 
gradable] earth science describes rocks changed 
to a new form as a result of physical processes, 
such as pressure or heat 

metamorphism /,met-a'mo:r,fiz-am/ n [U] 
earth science 

metamorphosed /,met-9'ma:r-fouzd, -foust/ 
adj earth science 


metamorphosis /,met-a'mo:r-fa-sas/ n [C/ 
U] p! metamorphoses 1 a complete change of 
character, appearance, or condition © [C] She un- 
derwent a metamorphosis from a steady player into 
a ruthless aggressor on the court. 2 biology Meta- 
morphosis is the process by which the young form 
of insects, FROGS, etc., develops into the adult 
form. 


metaphase /'met:s ferz/ n [not gradable] bi- 

ology the stage of cell division in which the 
CHROMOSOMES (= cell structures containing in- 
formation) arrange themselves along the middle 
of the cell 


metaphor /'met-s for, -far/ n [C/U] literature 
an expression that describes a person or object by 
referring to something that is considered to pos- 
sess similar characteristics © [C] “A heart of stone” 
is a metaphor. 
metaphorical /,met-a'fo:r-1-k9l, -'far-/ adj © 
metaphorical expressions 


metaphysical /,met-a'fiz-1-kal/ adj relating to 
the part of PHILOSOPHY that deals with existence 
and knowledge © metaphysical questions about the 
nature of the universe 


mete out something /'mi:t'aut/ phrasal verb 
[M] fm! to give or order a punishment © The prison 
sentence is the toughest meted out to any of the 
seven athletes who have pleaded guilty. 


meteor /'mi:t-i:-ar, -,2:r/, shooting star n [C] a 
small piece of matter that falls from space with 
great speed, producing a bright light as it enters 
the earth’s ATMOSPHERE (= the air surrounding it) 
meteoric /,mi:t-i: ‘ork, -'ar-/ adj [not gradable] 
T of or like a meteor O meteoric rock 2 If something 
is described as meteoric, it is sudden and usually 
brief: a meteoric rise to fame 


meteorite /'mi:t-i:-a,rart/ n [C] earth science 

a piece of matter from space that has landed on 
earth © Meteorites striking land usually vaporize 
instantly. 


meteorology /,mi:t-i:-9'ral-a-d3i/ n [U] the 
scientific study of the earth’s ATMOSPHERE (= the 
air surrounding it) and how it causes changes in 
weather conditions 

meteorological /,mi:t-i:-9-ra'lad3-1-kal/ adj [not 
gradable] 

meteorologist /,mi:t-i:-a'ral-a-d3ast/ n [C] 


meter MEASUREMENT /'mi:t-or/, abbreviationm n 
[C] a unit of measurement of length equal to 100 
centimeters or 39.37 inches 
metric /'me-trik/ adj [not gradable] of or using 
the meter or a system of measurement based on it 


DEVICE /‘mi:t-ar/ n [C] 1 a device that measures 
the amount of gas, water, or electricity used 2 In 
a TAXI (= car whose driver you pay to take you 
somewhere), a meter is the device that measures 
the distance or the amount of time spent traveling 
and records how much you have to pay. 


RHYTHM /'mi:t-ar/ n[C/U] 1 literature the rhythm 
of a poem, produced by the arrangement of syl- 
lables according to the number and type of beats 
in each line 2 music Meter is the rhythm that or- 
ganizes the beats in a piece of music into a pattern. 


methane /'meé-ein/ n[U] a gas having no color 
or smell which is often used as fuel 


methanol /'meé-s,n2:l, -,noul/ n[U] chemistry 
a poisonous chemical substance which Is the most 
basic type of alcohol 


method © /'meé-ad/ n [C] a way of doing 
something © New teaching methods encourage chil- 
dren to think for themselves. 0 Automated telephone 
answering service is one method being used to cut 
business costs. 

methodical @ /moa'é@ad-1-kal/ adj controlled 
and systematic © The economy’s slow, methodical 
growth is likely to continue into next year. 
methodically /ma'ead-1-kli/ adv 0 We method- 
ically recorded the details of how the new division 
would work. © He methodically ate the entire pie. 
>» Usage: way or method/means of? at WAY 
MANNER 


WORD FAMILY method 


Nouns method 


Adjectives methodical 
methodology adverbs 


methodically 


Methodist /'me9-ad-ast/ n [C] a member of a 
Christian religious group that is one of the Prot- 
estant churches 
Methodist /'me@-ad-ast/ adj [not gradable] 0 a 
Methodist church © a Methodist minister 


methodology © /,me9-a'dal-a-d3i/ n [C] a 
set of methods used in a particular area of study 
or activity © The two researchers are using different 
methodologies. 
methodological ® /,me@-ad-4l 'ad3-1-kal/ adj 


meticulous /ma'tik-ja-las/ adj giving or show- 
ing careful attention to every detail © a meticulous 
housekeeper © meticulous research 
meticulously /ma'trk-ja-las-li/ adv 0 She metic- 
ulously planned every decorating detail. 
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metric /'me-trik/ adj 0 See at METER MEASURE- 
MENT 


metric system n [U] the system of measure- 
ment based on the meter, the gram, and the liter 
as the basic units of length, weight, and volume 


metro /'‘me-trou/ adj short form of METROPOLITAN 
O the Atlanta metro area © the metro section in to- 
day’s newspaper 


metronome /‘me-tra,noum/ n [C] a device 
that produces a regular beat at a desired speed to 
help musicians keep the correct rhythm 


metropolis /ma'trap-a:las/ n [C] a large city, 
esp. the main city of a country or region © Chicago 
is @ major metropolis. 


metropolitan /,me-tra'pal-at-2n/ adj of or in 
a large city O the Boston metropolitan area © the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 


mettle /‘met-l/ n[U] bravery and determination 
O The climb to the summit in a blizzard would test 
their mettle. 


mezzanine /'mez-a,ni:n, ,mez-a'ni:n/ n[C] a 
floor that comes between two other floors of a 
building, usually directly above the main floor 


mg n[(C] pi mg abbreviation for MILLIGRAM 
mi. 1 [C] pi mi. abbreviation for MILE 

mic /matk/ n [C] short form of MICROPHONE 
mice /mais/ p! of MOUSE 


Mickey Mouse /,mik-i:'maus/ adj infmi, disap- 
proving (of an organization, place, object, or activ- 
ity) too small and simple; not to be taken seriously 
0 | don’t get paid enough to put up with that Mickey 
Mouse sort of stuff. 


micro- /,mat-krou, ,mar-kra/ prefix very small © 
a microbrewery 0 Compare MACRO- 


microbe /'mar-kroub/ n[C] biology avery small 
living thing, esp. one that causes disease, and 
which is too small to see without a MICROSCOPE 
(= device that makes very small objects look larger) 


microbiology /,mai-krou-bat'al-a-d3i/ n [U] 
the study of very small living things, such as 
bacteria 


microcosm /'mai-kra,kaz-am/ n [C/U] a small 
place, society, or situation that has the same char- 
acteristics as something much larger © [C] What's 
happened to us is a microcosm of what's happened 
to industry in America. 


microcoulomb /,mar-krou'ku::lam, -loum/ n 
[C] physics a unit used to measure very small 
amounts of electricity, equal to a COULOMB di- 
vided by 1,000,000 


microfiche /‘mat-kra fi: {/ n [C/U] a small sheet 
of film on which information is photographed in a 
reduced size 


microfilm /'mat-kra film/ n [C/U] (a length of) 
film containing photographed information in a re- 
duced size 


microfossil /‘mar-krou fas-al/ n [C] earth sci- 
ence a FOSSIL that is too small to see without using 
special equipment 


micrometer /‘mar-krou ,mi:t-ar/, micron /'mar- 
kran/, symbol 4m n [C] science a unit of measure- 
ment of distance equal to 0.000001 meter 


micron /'mar-kran/ n [C] science micrometer 


microorganism /,mar-krou's:r-ga,niz-am/n 
[C] biology a living thing which on its own is too 
small to be seen without a MICROSCOPE (= device 
that makes small objects look larger) 


microphone /'mat-kra ,foun/, short form mike, 
short form mic n [C] a device that records sound or 
increases the loudness of sounds by changing the 
sound waves into electrical waves 


microscope /'mar-kra,skoup/ n [C] science a 
device that makes very small objects look larger, 
esp. so that they can be scientifically examined 
and studied 
microscopic /,mar-kra'skap-tk/ adj extremely 
small, esp. so small that it can only be seen with a 
microscope 


lens 


lenses 


slide clip 


light source 


MICROSCOPE 


microsecond /'mai-krou ,sek-and/ n [C] sci- 
ence a unit of time equal to one second divided 
by 1,000,000 


microwave /'mar-kra,weiv/ n[C] 1 physics a 
very short, very fast WAVE ENERGY FORM of ELEC- 
TROMAGNETIC energy that causes heat in atoms of 
water and some other substances 2 A microwave 
or microwave oven is a machine that cooks food 
quickly using microwaves: Heat up the leftover 
pizza in the microwave. 
microwave /'mai-kra,weiv/ v [I/T] © [I] Micro- 
wave on high for 12 minutes. 


d3 jump | j yes | I little | 9m hm | °n cotton | n sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 4 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


mid- 


Pe SS 


mid- /mid/ prefix the middle of © midweek © mid- 
March © He's in his mid-thirties. 


midafternoon, mid-afternoon /'mid ,ef-ter 
‘nuin/ n [U/C] the part of the afternoon half the 
way between 12 o’clock and the time when you 
last see the sun 


midair /mid'er, -'zr/ n[U] a point in the air, not 
on the ground © She caught the ball in midair. 


midday /'mid-der, -'de1/ n[U] the middle of the 
day, at or near 12 o’clock; NOON 


middle /'mid-l/ n [C usually sing] 1 a point, 
position, or part that is not on one side or the other 
but is equally far from things on either side; the 
central point, position, or part © This is my class 
photo — I’m the one in the middle. 2 The middle of 
a period of time is a point between the beginning 
and the end of that period: The noise woke us up 
in the middle of the night. 3 infml Your middle is your 
waist. 
middle /'mid-l/ adj [not gradable] © In the se- 
quence a, b, ¢, d, e, the middle letter is c. 


IDIOMS with middie 


ein the middle of something busy doing some- 
thing © When she called, | was in the middle of mak- 
ing dinner. 

¢(out) in the middle of nowhere in a place that 
is far from where most people live O They spend 
their vacations, out in the middle of nowhere, in a 
cabin in the woods. 


middle age, midlife n [U] the period of your 
adult life from about 40 to 65 years old when you 
are no longer considered young but are not yet 
old 

middle-aged adj © a middle-aged couple 


Middle Ages /,mid-?l'e1-d39z/ p/n world his- 
tory the period in European history, approximately 
between the years 500 and 1400, when the power 
of kings, people of high rank, and the Christian 
church was strong 


Middle America AVERAGE AMERICANS n[U] 
the part of American society that is neither rich nor 
poor and does not have extreme political or reli- 
gious opinions 


CENTRAL US n [U] the MIDWEST 


middlebrow /'mid-4l ,brau/ adj (of music, lit- 

erature, art, or film) of good quality, interesting, 
and often popular, but not needing very much 
thought to understand © Compare HIGHBROW; 
LOWBROW 


middle class n [U] social studies the people 
in a society ‘who are not of high social rank or ex- 
tremely rich but are not poor 


middle finger n [C] the longest finger on the 
hand 


middle ground n [U] art the area in a paint- 
ing or photograph that is between the FORE- 
GROUND and the background 


middleman /'mid-4l,mzn/ n [C] -men a per- 
son who buys goods from the person who makes 


or grows them and makes a profit by selling them 
to a store or a user 


middle management n [U] the people 
within a company who are in charge of depart- 
ments or groups but who are below those who are 
in control of the company as a whole 


middle name n [C] the name that some peo- 
ple have between their first name and their last 
name © Compare FIRST NAME; LAST NAME 


middle-of-the-road aaj not extreme and 
acceptable to or liked by most people © His views 
on social issues are pretty much middle-of-the-road. 


middle school n [C] a school for children be- 
tween the ages of about 10 and 14 


middling /‘mid-lin, -lan/ adj [not gradable] me- 
dium or average; neither very good nor very bad 
© a middling amount 


Mideast /mid'i:st/ n[U] the region of the world 
near and to the east and south of the Mediterra- 
nean Sea © The President is on his way to the Mid- 
east. © Mideast peace talks 


midget /'mid3-at/ n [C] an unusually small per- 
son O USAGE: This word is usually considered 
offensive. 


midlife /'mid-laif/ n [U] MIDDLE AGE 


midlife crisis n [C] feelings of unhappiness 
and anxiety that some people experience, often 
when they are between 40 and 50 years old 


midnight /'mid-natt/ n (U] 12 o’clock in the 
middle of the night 


mid-ocean ridge n[C] earth science an area 
of mountains under an ocean where there are 
EARTHQUAKES and VOLCANOS 


midpoint /'‘mid-point/ n [C usually sing] a 
point half the distance along something, esp. a 
line, or a point in the middle of a period of time © 
the midpoint of the season 


midriff /‘mid-rif/, midsection /'mid ,sek: fan/ n 
[C] the part of the human body between the chest 
and the waist 


midsize /'mid-saiz/, midsized /'‘mid-saizd/ adj 
[not gradable] between large and small in size © 
Their parents bought them a used midsize car as a 
graduation present. © It is beyond the budgets of 
most midsize and small businesses. 


midst /midst, mitst/ n fml middle © Long Beach is 
in the midst of a revival. © The pear tree stood in 
the midst of a rainbow of flowers. 


midstream /'mid'stri:m/ n[U] the middle of a 
river where the water flows fastest, or fig. the mid- 
dle of an activity © (fig.) Never switch software in 
midstream. 


midterm /'mid-t3rm/ adj [not gradable] being 
at the end of the first half of a TERM (= fixed period 
of time) © midterm elections © Midterm exams start 
next week. 
midterm /'mid-tarm/ n [C] a test given at the 
end of the first half of a school TERM 
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midtown /'mid-taun/ n [U] the part of a city 
near the center © His company is in a suite of mid- 
town offices overlooking Park Avenue. 


midway /'mid-wer, -'wer/ adv [not gradable] in 
the middle between two places, or in the middle 
of a process or period of time © Milwaukee is about 
midway between Chicago and Green Bay. © She 
stopped working midway through her pregnancy. 


midweek /'mid-wi:k, -'wi:k/ n [U] the middle 
of the week 


Midwest /mid'west/, Middle America, Middle 
West n [U] the north central part of the US which 
includes Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Wiscon- 
sin, lowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, Missouri, and 
Kansas © The drought has destroyed grain crops 
across much of the Midwest. 

Midwestern /mid'wes:tern/ adj © midwestern 
states/farms/families 


midwife /mid-waif/ n [C] p! midwives a per- 
son, usually a woman, who is not a doctor and 
who has been trained to help women when they 
are giving birth 

midwifery /mid'wif-a-ri, -'war-fo-/ n [U] the 
techniques or activity of helping women give birth 


miffed /mift/ adj annoyed, esp. at someone’s 
behavior toward you © | was miffed because she 
didn’t call all week. 


might MAY /mait/ past simple of MAY 


POSSIBILITY /mait/ modal verb might used to ex- 
press the possibility that something will happen or 
be done or is true, although it may not be very 
likely © We might come visit you in Atlanta in the 
spring. © He’s very fast and he might even finish in 
the top three. © The Beach Boys might well have been 
the most talented act to perform at the Monterey Pop 
Festival. 0 Compare MAY POSSIBILITY 

SUGGESTION /mait/ modal verb might used to 
make a suggestion or suggest a possibility in a po- 
lite way © | thought you might like to join me for 
dinner. © Compare MAY SUGGESTION 

SHOULD /mait/ modal verb might used to suggest, 
esp. angrily, what someone should do to be pleas- 
ant or polite © You might at least try to look like 
you're enjoying yourself! 

POWER /mait/ n[U] power, strength, or force © She 
struggled with all her might to lift the rock. 
mighty /'mait:i/ adj, adv © a mighty (= powerful) 
river © (infml) I'd be mighty (= very) grateful if you 
looked in on my mother while I’m away. 


mightn’'t /‘mait-2nt/ contraction of might not o 
! almost wondered if he mightn’t be right. 


migraine /'mar-grein/ n [C/U] a severe contin- 
uous pain in the head, often with vomiting and 
difficulty in seeing 


migrate € /'mar-greit, mar'greit/ v [|] social 
studies to move from one country or region to 
another, often temporarily © Farm workers migrate 
at harvest time. © In September these birds migrate 
south. 
migrant © /'mar-grant/ n[C] © migrant workers 


migration © /mar'grei-fen/ n [C/U] move- 
ment from one region to another and often back 
again, esp. according to the season of the year © 
[U] She's interested in bat migration. 

migratory © /'mar-gro,ta:ri, -,tour-i/ adj [not 
gradable] having the characteristic of moving reg- 
ularly to another place © migratory birds 


mike /matk/ n [C] short form of MICROPHONE 


mild /maild/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 not violent, se- 
vere, or extreme; slight or gentle © mild criticism © 
a mild case of the flu © She has a very mild temper- 
ament. 2 If the flavor of food or a smell is described 
as mild, it is not very strong. 3 Mild weather is not 
very cold or not as cold as usual. 
mildly /'mail-dli/ adv © We were mildly surprised 
to see him again. © "I think you’ve made a mistake, “ 
he said mildly. 


mildew /'mil-du:/ n [U] a soft, usually white, 
green, or black area caused by a FUNGUS that 
sometimes grows on things such as plants, food, 
paper, or buildings, esp. if the conditions are warm 
and wet 


mile /mail/, abbreviation mi. n [C] 1 a unit of mea- 
surement of distance equal to 1760 YARDS or 1.6 
kilometers 2 Miles can mean a very long distance: 
They live way out in the country, miles from 
anywhere. 
mileage, milage /'mar-lid3/ n [U] 1 the distance 
that a vehicle has traveled 0 What’s the mileage on 
your car? 2 Mileage is also the distance a vehicle 
can travel using a particular amount of fuel: 
Smaller cars get better mileage. 


milestone /'mail-stoun/ n [C] an important 
event in the development or history of something 
or in someone’s life © We've been married now for 
20 years, a real milestone. 


milieu /mil ju, -'ju:/n[C] pimilieus, milieux the 
people and the physical and social conditions and 
events that provide a background in which some- 
one acts or lives © the Irish-Catholic milieu of Chi- 
cago © a cultural milieu 


militant /'‘mil-a-tant/ adj active, determined, 
and often willing to use force © a militant group/ 
leader 
militant /'mil-a-tant/ n[C] © Security forces made 
it impossible for militants to carry out their threats. 


militarism /'mil-o-ta,riz-am/ n [U] politics & 
government the belief that it is necessary to have 
strong armed forces and that they should be used 
in order to win political or economic advantage 
militaristic /,mil-a-ta'ris-tik/ adj © @ hard-line 
militaristic regime 


military © /'mil-a,ter-i/ adj [not gradable] 1 
relating to or belonging to the armed forces © mili- 
tary spending/intervention/forces 2 A military acad- 
emy is a place where soldiers are trained to 
become officers. 3 A military academy (or school) 
is also a private school or college that expects obe- 
dience to rules, has uniforms, and is generally run 
like the armed forces. 
military @& /'mil-o,ter-i/ n [U] the armed forces 
of a country © My Dad was in the military. 


d3 jump | j yes | I little | °m hm | ®n cotton | 4 sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 6 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


militia 


600 


LL LS SC nh 


militarily /,mil-a'ter-a-li/ adv © Washington is 
prepared to intervene militarily (= with the use of its 
armed forces) if the crisis is not resolved. 


WORD FAMILY military 
Adjectives military 


Nouns militancy 


militant militant 
militarism militaristic 
military Adverbs _ militantly 
ping militarily 


militia /ma'lJ-a/ n [C] a military force that op- 
erates only some of the time and whose members 
are not soldiers in a permanent army © Each militia 
represents one of the country’s political factions. 


militiaman /me'l1J-9-man/ n{C usually plural] 
p!-men aman who belongs to a MILITIA © Soldiers 
decided that the detainees were local militiamen. 


milk /milk/ n{U] 1 the white liquid produced esp. 
by cows which people drink © cookies and milk 2 
Milk is also the white liquid produced by female 
mammals as food for their young: Breast milk is the 
best nourishment for a baby. 3 The white liquid ob- 
tained from some plants is also called milk: coconut 
milk 
milk /milk/ v {T] 1 Milking a cow by hand is harder 
than it looks. 2 To milk something or someone is 
to get as much from that thing or person as pos- 
sible: The newspapers milked the story dry. 
milky /'mil-ki/ adj having the color or thickness 
of milk © a milky white vase 


milk chocolate n (U] sweet chocolate that 
contains milk 


milkshake, milk shake /'‘milk: fetk/ n[C] a drink 
made of milk, ICE CREAM, and fruit, chocolate, or 
some other flavoring, all mixed together in a 
machine 


Milky Way n [UJ the pale strip of stars across 
the sky that forms part of the GALAXY (= star sys- 
tem) that includes the earth 


mill /mil/ n [C] 1 a building with machinery for 
crushing grain into flour 2 A mill is also a factory 
where a particular materials or substances are pro- 
cessed: a paper/steel mill 3 A mill is also a device 
for crushing a solid substance into powder: a cof- 
fee/pepper mill 


PHRASAL VERB with mill 


emill around/about (of a group of people) to 
move around with no obvious purpose © There 
were people milling around the entrance to the 
stadium. 


millennium /ma'len-i:-am/ n [C] pi millennia, 
millenniums a period of 1000 years © The area has 
experienced the worst drought in half a millenium. 
millennial /ma'len:i:-al/ adj {not gradable] 


milli- /‘mil-9, ,mil-a ,mil-i:/ prefix one THOU- 
SANDTH, used in units of measure © milliliter 

milliampere /,mil-i:'zem-pir/ n [C] physics a 
unit for measuring small electric currents, equal to 
an AMPERE divided by 1,000 


millibar /‘mil-a ,bar/ n [C] earth science a unit 
that is used for measuring air pressure 


milligram /'mil-9 ,graem/, abbreviation mg n [C] 
a unit of measurement of weight equal to 0.001 
gram 


milliliter /‘mil-ali:t-ar/, abbreviation mln (Clea 
unit of measurement of volume equal to 0.001 
liter 


millimeter /‘mil-9,mi:t-ar/, abbreviation mm _n 
[C] a unit of measurement of length equal to 0.001 
meter 


millinery /‘mil-a,ner-i/ n[U] women’s hats and 
other related goods 


million /'‘mil-jan/ number 1,000,000 © The tour- 
ist attraction brings in over a million people a year. 
© a million-dollar project © (fig.) | have a million 
things (= a lot of things) to do tomorrow. 
millionth /'‘mil-jan@/ adj, n [C] 1 In 1988 Honda 
produced its millionth car in America. 2 A millionth 
is one of a million equal parts of something. 


millionaire /,mil-ja'ner, -'nzr/ n [C] someone 

who has more than a MILLION dollars (= 
$1,000,000) in property, possessions, or money 
saved 


millstone /‘mil-stoun/ n [C] one of a pair of 
large, circular, flat stones used, esp. in the past, to 
crush grain into flour 


mime /maim/ n [C/U] the art of acting without 
speech, or a person who is skilled at performing 
this art, esp. in a theater © [U] /n the game of cha- 
rades, you have to convey the title of a movie or book 
through mime. 
mime /maim/ v [I/T] to use actions without 
speech to communicate something, or to pretend 
to speak by moving your lips but without making 
any sound © [I] The illusion of live music was created 
by singers miming to their records. 


mimic /'‘mim-tk/ v [T] pres. part. mimicking, past 
mimicked 1 to copy the way someone speaks and 
moves, esp. in order to amuse or insult people © 
She was mimicking the various people in our office. 
2 To mimic is also to have the same or similar effect 
as something else: This substance mimics calcium 
and can replace it in bones. 
mimic /‘mim-1k/ n [C] © He was a fine mimic. 
mimicry /'‘mim-1-kri/ n [U] © The mockingbird is 
known for its mimicry of other birds. 


Min. n[C] pi min. abbreviation for MINUTE TIME 


mince /mins/ v [T] to cut food into very small 
pieces O Mince the onion and sauté it in butter. 
minced /minst/ adj [not gradable] © minced gar- 
lic/onions/parsley 


IDIOM with mince 


enot mince words to say what you mean as 
clearly and directly as possible © The report does 
not mince words, describing the situation as ex- 
tremely serious. 


mincemeat /'min,smi:t/ n [U] a sweet, spicy 


mixture of small pieces of apple, RAISINS, and 
other fruit that is cooked in pastry 
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mind THINKING /maind/ n[C] 1 the part of you 
that has the ability to think, feel emotions, and be 
aware of things © His mind was open to new ideas. 
O | just said the first thing that came into my mind. 
2 Your mind is also your attention or thoughts: His 
mind began to wander during the lecture. © Joanna 
has a lot on her mind at the moment (= has much 
to think about). 3 Your mind is also your intelli- 
gence and ability to reason: a brilliant/logical mind 
4 Your mind is also your ability to remember: My 
mind went blank on that exam question. 
mindless /'main-dlas/ adj [not gradable] not 
reasonable or understandable © People waste a lot 
of time doing mindless things. 


CARE FOR /maind/ v[T] to watch carefully and care 
for someone or something © She asked me if I’d 
mind the children for an hour. © Could you mind my 
bag while | go to the restroom? 


BE CAREFUL /maind/ v [T] to be careful of; give at- 
tention to © [+ question word] Mind how you cross 
the highway. © Mind your manners! (= Be polite!) © 
Don’t mind him (= Do not worry about him) — he’s 
harmless. 
mindful /'maind-fal/ adj [not gradable] giving 
attention (to) O Mindful of the poor road conditions, 
she drove slowly. 


OPPOSE /maind/ v[I/T] (often used in requests and 
negative sentences) to find annoying or offensive, 
or to oppose © [T] | wouldn’t mind seeing a movie 
tonight (= | would like to see a movie). © [T] Would 
you mind turning the radio down (= Please would 
you turn it down)? © [I] Do you mind if | smoke (= 
May | smoke)? 


WORD FAMILY mind 


Nouns Verbs mind 


remind 


mind 
minder 


reminder Adverbs mindlessly 


mindless 
mindful 


Adjectives 


IDIOMS with mind 


ea mind of your own the ability to act or think 
independently © | know she’s only sixteen, but she 
has a mind of her own — she'll make the right 
decision. 

ein yourmind’s eye in your memory or your imag- 
ination O In my mind’s eye, | imagined the building 
painted white, with a beautiful garden around it. 
*keep something in mind, bear something in mind 
to remember a piece of information when you are 
doing something else or thinking about a matter 
© “Youre always welcome to stay with us when 
you're in town.” “Thanks, I'll keep it in mind.” 0 Now 
bear in mind that you don’t have a lot of money, so 
you can’t buy anything that you want. 

emind over matter the power of the mind to con- 
trol the body and the physical world generally o 
My grandfather believed that he had cured his own 
cancer through mind over matter. 

«mind your own business do not be so interested 
in what other people are doing © /f she asks where 
we're going, tell her to mind her own business. 


mind-blowing, mind-boggling adj surpris- 
ing, shocking, and often difficult to understand or 
imagine © The movie’s special effects are mind- 
blowing. 


mind-set, mindset /'maind:set/ n[C] a person’s 
attitudes or opinions resulting from earlier expe- 
riences © | try to keep a positive mind-set even when 
things are hard. 


mine BELONGING TO ME /main/ pronoun be- 
longing to me, or that which belongs to me © 
“Whose bag is this?” “It’s mine.” © Your hair is longer 
than mine. © She’s a friend of mine. 


HOLE /main/ n [C] 1 a deep hole in the ground 
made for the removal of coal and other substances 
by digging © a gold mine 2 A mine is also where 
something can be found: Belinda is a mine of in- 
formation about home decorating. 
mine /main/ v [I/T] © [T] They mine copper in this 
area. 
miner /'mai-nar/ n [C] a person who works in a 
mine 
mining /'mar-nin/ n [U] the industry or activity 
of removing coal and other substances from the 
earth 


BOMB /main/ n[C] 1 a bomb put underground or 
in the sea that explodes when vehicles, ships, or 
people go over or near it 2 A mine detector is a 
device used to discover whether there are mines 
in a particular area. 
mine /matn/ v [T] to hide mines in an area © The 
desert has been heavily mined. 


minefield /'main-fi:ld/ n [C] 1 an area of land 
or water that contains MINES (= small powerful 
bombs), 2 fig. A minefield can also be a situation 
that contains a lot of hidden problems and dan- 
gers O Without a good lawyer, buying a house can 
be a minefield of legal problems. 


mineral /'min-a-ral/ n [C] 1 chemistry a sub- 
stance that exists naturally in foods, water, or the 
ground, and is not a living organism 2 earth sci- 
ence A mineral is also a natural substance such as 
coal, gold, or DIAMOND STONE that is obtained 
from the earth by MINING 


mineral water n[C/U] natural water contain- 
ing dissolved MINERALS that is used as drinking 
water 


minesweeper /'main swi:-par/ n [C] a ship 
that is used to discover and remove MINES (= small 
powerful bombs) that are under water 


mingle Mix /'min-gal/ v [I/T] to mix with; com- 
bine © [T] Her excitement at starting the new job 
was mingled with fear. 

BE WITH /'min-gal/ v [I] to be with or among other 
people, esp. talking to them © He seems to be min- 
gling with the other guests. 


mini /'min-i/  [C] short form of MINISKIRT 


mini- /‘min-i/ prefix smaller than others of the 
same type O a minivan 


miniature /'min:i:-9,t fur, -tfar/ adj [not grad- 
able] very small © She has dollhouse filled with min- 
ature furniture. 
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miniature /'‘min-i:-a,tfur, -tfar/ n [C/U] (of an 
object) the state of being much smaller than the 
thing it represents, or such an object © [U] She 
bought a model of the Empire State Building in 
miniature. 


minibus /‘min-i: ,bas/ n[C] a small bus, usually 
for transporting people short distances 


minimal © /'min-a-mal/ adj [not gradable] as 
small as possible © Fortunately, damage to the heart 
was minimal. 
minimalist © /'min-a-ma-list/ adj taking or 
showing as little action and involvement in a sit- 
uation as possible © a minimalist view of foreign 
policy 
minimally @ /‘min-a-ma'li/ adv [not gradable] 
slightly © The factory was only minimally damaged 
by the fire. 


minimize © /'min-2,maiz/ v [T] 1 to reduce 
something to the smallest possible level or amount 
© We do all that we can to minimize the risk of in- 
fection. 2 To minimize something is also to make 
it seem less important or smaller than it really is: 
He minimized his involvement in the scandal. 


minimum © /'min-3-mam/ adj [not gradable] 
being the smallest amount or number allowed or 
possible © Her lawyer asked the judge to give her the 
minimum sentence. © Opposite: MAXIMUM 
minimum /'min-a:-mam/ n[C] © We need a min- 
imum of ten people to play this game. © Expenses 
must be kept to a minimum. 


WORD FAMILY minimum 


Verbs 
Adjectives minimal Adverbs 
minimum 


a et ee er er el 


Nouns minimum minimize 


minimally 


minimum wage n [U] the lowest pay for an 
hour’s work that can legally be paid to a worker © 
They want to raise the minimum wage to $8 an hour. 


mining /'mar-nin/ no See at MINE HOLE 


miniscule /'min-a,skju:l/ adj [not gradable] 
MINUSCULE 


miniseries /‘min-i: str-i:z/ n [C] pi miniseries a 
television program broadcast in several parts over 
a short period of time 


miniskirt /‘min:i: skart/, short form mini n[C] a 
very short skirt 


minister © PRIEST /'min-a-star/ n [C] (in vari- 
ous Christian churches) a person who leads reli- 
gious ceremonies 

minister @ /'min-a-star/ v [I] to give help to or 
care for people © He began ministering to prisoners. 
ministry @ /'min-a-stri/ n [U] the job of being 
a religious leader © a youth ministry 

POLITICIAN /'min-9a-star/ n[C] (in many countries) 
a high government official who is in charge of or 
has an important position in a particular depart- 
ment © the foreign minister 


ministerial @ /,min-a'stir-i:al/ adj [not grad- 
able] © Social justice has concerned him since his first 
ministerial assignment. 

ministry ® /'min-a:stri/ n[C] a government de- 
partment led by a minister © All the ministries were 
represented at the meeting — justice, foreign affairs, 
economic affairs, and the interior. 


minivan /'min-i: vzen/ n[C] a large vehicle that 
looks like a small bus, usually with three rows of 
seats, the last of which can be removed or folded 
flat to transport large objects 


mink /mink/ n[C] p!minks, mink a small brown 
animal from Europe, North America, and Asia, or 
its fur, used to make expensive coats and other 
items of clothing © a mink coat 


minnow /'min-ou/ n[C] a very small fish found 
in lakes and rivers 


minor © UNIMPORTANT /'mar-ner/ adj [not 
gradable] not great in size or importance © She 
suffered minor injuries in the accident. © Waiting an- 
other half hour was only a minor inconvenience. © 
Compare MAJOR IMPORTANT 


YOUNG PERSON /'mar-nar/ n [C] a person under 
the age at which he or she legally becomes an 
adult 


SPECIAL SUBJECT /'mar-nar/ n[C] the second most 
important subject that a college student is study- 
ing © I’m taking two courses in my minor, chemistry. 


MUSIC /'mat-nar/ adj music based on a SCALE (= 
series of musical notes) in which there is a WHOLE 
STEP (= sound difference) between each note ex- 
cept between the second and third notes and be- 
tween the fifth and sixth notes © a minor scale 0 a 
minor chord © Compare MAJOR MUSIC 


PHRASAL VERB with minor 


eminor in something to study something as your 
second most important subject in college or a uni- 
versity © | minored in Spanish in college. 


minority © SMALLER AMOUNT /ma'no:r-at-i, 
mar-, -'nar-/ n [C/U] less than half of a total num- 
ber or amount; the smaller part of something © [U] 
Only a minority of people support military action. © 
[U] Traditional families are in the minority in this 
neighborhood (= there are not many). © Compare 
MAJORITY 

PEOPLE /ma'noi:r-at-i (,gru:p), mat-, -'nar-/, minor- 
ity group n (C] social studies a group of people 
who share some characteristic by birth that makes 
their group smaller than some other groups in a 
society and may cause others to treat them unfairly 
© He argued that African Americans and other mi- 
norities were not getting a fair deal in sports and 
elsewhere in society. © Jews and Roman Catholics be- 
longed to religious minorities. 


minstrel show /'min:stral/ n [C] a show of 

dance, song, and jokes intended to make black 
people seem simple and unimportant, popular be- 
fore and after the American Civil War and per- 
formed by people who darkened their faces to 
amuse the white people who came to see it 


z bat | a hot | at bite | au house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | 9 alone 


603 miscarriage 


mint PLANT /mint/ n [C/U] 1 an herb whose 
leaves have a clean smell and taste, used to flavor 
food, drinks, and candy 2 A mint is also a candy 
with this strong, fresh flavor. 

COIN FACTORY /mint/ n [C] 1 a place where the 
new coins and paper money of a country are made 
2 infm! A mint is also a very large amount of money: 
The new roof cost us a mint. 
mint /mint/ v [T] to make a new coin 
mint /mint/ adj [not gradable] 


IDIOM with mint 


ein mint condition in excellent condition, as if 
new © Alex's old Cadillac is in mint condition. 


MINUS SUBTRACTION /'mat-nas/, symbol — prep 
1 reduced by the stated number © Five minus one 
is four. 2 Minus can also mean without: Tell me the 
story again, minus the cuteness. 
minus /'mat-nas/, symbol — adj [not gradable] 1 
less than zero © Temperatures will be dropping to 
minus 10. © USAGE: Used with a number or 
amount. 2 A mark such as B-minus (B —) or C-mi- 
nus (C —) given to a student’s work means that the 
work is slightly worse than if it were given the B or 
C mark. 

DISADVANTAGE /'mai-nas/ n [C] p/ minuses a dis- 
advantage © Not having any experience is a big 
minus. 


minuscule /'min-o,skju:l, ma'nas ,kju:l/, min- 
iscule /‘min-a,sku:l/ adj extremely small © Salaries 
are a minuscule part of the budget. 


minus sign n [C] a SUBTRACTION SIGN 


minute TIME /‘min-at/, abbreviation min. n[C] 1 
any of the 60 parts that an hour is divided into; 60 
seconds © /t takes me 20 minutes to get to work, 2 
A minute is also a very short time: Just a minute — 
I’m almost ready. 0 When you've got a minute, I'd 
like to talk to you. 

SMALL /mai'nu:t, moa-/ adj extremely small © min- 
ute amounts/quantities 0 She examined the contract 
in minute detail (= looking at all the details of it). 


IDIOM with minute 


ethe minute (that) as soon as © The minute | saw 
him, | knew something’ was wrong. 0 Compare THE 
SECOND (THAT) at SECOND IDIOMS 


minutes /'min-ats/ p/n the written record of 
what was said at a meeting © Harry will take the 
minutes. 


miracle /'mir-1-kal/ n[C] 1 an unusual and mys- 
terious event that is thought to have been caused 
by God 2 A miracle is also any surprising and un- 
expected event: [+ (that) clause] It’s a miracle 
(that) he wasn’t killed in that car crash. 


miraculous /ma'rek-ja-los/ adj unusual and 
mysterious because of being caused by God, or 
very surprising and unexpected © He made a mi- 
raculous recovery from heart disease. 
miraculously /moa'rek-ja-la-sli/ adv © Miracu- 
lously, all 25 crewmen aboard the eight planes sur- 
vived their icy landings. 


mirage /ma'raz/ n [C] an image, produced by 

very hot air, of something that seems to be far 
away but does not really exist © Up ahead she saw 
a slight shimmer that looked like water, a road 
mirage. 


Miranda /mo'ren-da/ adj [not gradable] in- 
volving statements that police must make to peo- 
ple they ARREST, so that the people do not say 
something that will hurt them later © The Chief 
Justice's decisions weakened the Miranda rights and 
granted cops more leeway to conduct warrantless 
searches. 


mire /mair/ n [C usually sing] an area of deep, 
wet, sticky earth, or fig. any messy situation O The 
cart’s wheels sank in the red mire. 
mire /mair/ v [T] to cause something to sink in 
deep, wet, sticky earth, or fig. to cause someone or 
an activity to become trapped in a difficult situa- 
tion © (fig.) At the time the country was mired in the 
Great Depression. 


mirror GLass /'mir-ar/ n [C] a piece of glass 
with a back that reflects light, producing an image 
of whatever is in front of it © a rear-view mirror © a 
hand mirror 


REPRESENT /'mir-ar/ v [T] to be a copy of some- 
thing; be similar to something 
mirror /‘mir-ar/ n[C] © The law is a mirror of the 
nation’s character. 


mirror image n [C] either of two things that 
look exactly the same except that the left and right 
sides have changed positions 


mirth /msrd/ n [U] literature laughter or amuse- 
ment © Chen could not contain his mirth. 


misadventure / mis-ad'ven-tfar/ n[C/U] bad 
luck, or an experience with a bad result 


misapprehension /mis zp-ri'hen-tfan/ n 
[C] a failure to understand something, or an un- 
derstanding or belief about something that is not 
correct © He was under the misapprehension that 
those chemicals were banned. 


misappropriate /,mis-9'prou-pri: ,ert/ v [T] 
to steal something that you have been trusted to 
manage and use it for your own benefit © He mis- 
appropriated $30,000 to pay for personal travel. 


misbehave / mis-bi'hev/ v [I] to behave badly 
© There will always be some kids who misbehave. 
misbehavior, Cdn, 8 misbehaviour /,mis-br 
‘her-vjar/ n[U] © You can be suspended from school 
for that sort of misbehavior. 


miscalculate /mis'kzl-kja lert/ v[I/T] to make 
a mistake when calculating an amount or judging 
someone or something © [T] Swensen badly mis- 
calculated the time it would take. 
miscalculation /mis,kzl-kja'ler-fan/ n [C] © 
They thought they could win the war, and that was 
a horrible miscalculation. 


miscarriage /'mis kzer-1d3/ n [C/U] 1 an early, 
unintentional end to a pregnancy 2 A miscarriage 
of justice is a wrong decision in a court of law, or 
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miscarry 


muscarry. 


any unfair decision: He spent nine years in prison for 
a crime he didn’t commit — it was a great miscarriage 
of justice. 


miscarry /,mis'ker-i/ v [I] to unintentionally 
have a pregnancy end early 


miscellaneous /,mis-a'ler-ni:-9s/ adj [not 
gradable] consisting of a mixture of various things 
that are not necessarily connected with each other 
© His bedroom is full of guitars, keyboards, and mis- 
cellaneous instruments. 


mischief /'‘mis-tfaf/ n [U] behavior, esp. of a 
child, that is slightly bad or causes trouble but is 
not intended to harm anyone © Some of the neigh- 
borhood kids like to get into mischief. © She's a cute 
little girl, but full of mischief. 


mischievous /'mis-t{o-vas; not standard mis 
't fiz-vas, -vit-as/ adj (of behavior) slightly annoying 
or slightly bad, esp. in a playful way, or (of some- 
one’s appearance) looking likely to do something 
bad © a mischievous prank © a mischievous smile 


miscible /'mis-a-bal/ adj chemistry of a liquid, 
able to be mixed into another liquid without sepa- 
rating from it 


misconception /,mis-kan'sep: fan/ n [C] an 

idea that is wrong because it is based on a failure 
to understand a situation © [+ that clause] It’s a 
common misconception that Americans think only 
about money. 


misconduct /mis'kan ,dakt/ n (U] wrong or 
immoral behavior of someone in a position of au- 
thority or responsibility © criminal misconduct © of- 
ficial misconduct 


misconstrue / mis-kan'stru:/ v [T] fm! to form 
a false understanding of the meaning or intention 
of something that someone does or says © fohnson 
complained that his statements were misconstrued. 


misdeed /mis'di:d/ n[C usually pl] an act that 
is criminal or bad © | cannot be held responsible for 
the misdeeds of others. 


misdemeanor / mis:do'mi:-ner, 'mis-da,mi:-/ 
n(C] a crime considered to be one of the less se- 
rious types of crime © He was convicted in court on 
a misdemeanor charge. 


miiser /'mai-zar/ n [C] someone who has a great 
desire to possess money and hates to spend it, 
sometimes living like a poor person because of this 
© On environmental spending, the president is a 
miser. 

miserly /'mar-zar-li/ adj © My father was pretty 
miserly. 


miserable UNHAPPY /'miz-9-re-bel/ adj very 
unhappy, or causing much unhappiness © They 
can make your life miserable if they want to. 
miserably /'miz-a-ra-bli/ advo She groaned mis- 
erably and trembled with anger. 

LOW VALUE /'miz:9-ra-bal/ adj very low in quality 
or value © The forecast is for miserable weather 
today. 
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miserably /'miz:a-ra-bli/ advo Our leaders have 
failed miserably (= completely failed). 


misery /'miz:a-ri/ n [C/U] great unhappiness © 
[U] With the rice harvest, hope is sprouting amid the 
misery. © Related adjective: MISERABLE UNHAPPY 


IDIOM with misery 


e misery loves company people who are unhappy 
like to share their troubles with others 0 We’d both 
just broken up with our boyfriends, so we decided to 
go see a movie together — misery loves company. 


misfire /mis'fair/ v [I] (of a gun or other 
weapon) to fail to fire, or to fail to fire as intended 
© Conchas’s gun misfired after three shots. 


misfit /'mis-fit/ n [C] someone who is not ac- 
cepted socially by other people because his or her 
behavior is unusual or strange © / was a social mis- 
fit, the kind of kid no one played with. 


misfortune /mis'fo:r-tfan/ n [C/U] bad luck, 
or an unlucky event © [C] Never take delight in 
someone’s personal misfortunes. © [U] The school 
nurse was as mean a lady as you'd ever have the 
misfortune to meet. 


misgiving /mis'giv-1n/ n[C usually pl] a feeling 
of doubt, uncertainty, or worry about a future 
event © Cheung spoke of his deep misgivings about 
graduate school. 


misguided /mis'gaid-ad/ adj unreasonable or 
unsuitable because of being based on a bad judg- 
ment of a situation or on information or beliefs 
that are wrong © “The Red Shoes” was a misguided 
attempt to turn a ballet film into a musical. 


mishandle /mis'hzn-d@l/ v [T] to deal with 
something without the necessary care or skill © The 
administration completely mishandled this incident. 


mishap /'mis-hep/ n [C/U] an accident or un- 
lucky event © [U] The parade took place without 
mishap. 


mishmash /'m1j-mzJ, -maJ/ n[C usually sing] 
a badly organized mixture © The movie is a mish- 
mash of past and present. 


misinform / mis-:an'fo:rm/ v [T] to tell some- 
one information that is not correct © | was misin- 
formed about the meeting — it was yesterday, not 
today. 
misinformation /,mis ,1n-far'met:fan/ n (U] 


misinterpret © /,mis-an'tar-prot/v[T] tonot 
understand or explain something correctly © She 
felt that her comments had been misinterpreted. 
misinterpretation © /,mis-an,t3r-pra'ter: 
fan/ n [C/U] © [C] If a patient isn’t honest, that can 
lead to misinterpretations of what is wrong with her. 


misjudge /mis'd3ad3/ v[T] to form an unfair or 

wrong judgment about a person or thing © He 
grabbed for her hand, but he misjudged her 
quickness. 


mislay /mis'le1/ v [T] past mislaid to lose some- 
thing temporarily by forgetting where you put it 
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© Could | borrow your pen? | seem to have mislaid 
mine. 


mislead /mis'li:d/ v [T] past misled to cause 
someone to believe something that is not true o 
We're not misleading people, and we're not pretend- 
ing to be something we’re not. 
misleading /mis'li:d-1n/ adj © misleading infor- 
mation © a misleading story 


mismanage /mis'mzen-1d3/ v [T] to manage 
something badly © Many of these health-care plans 
have been mismanaged. 
mismanagement /mis'mzn-1d3-mant/ n [U] 
© Officials are facing charges of mismanagement. 


misnomer /mis'nou-mar/ n [C usually sing] a 
name that is not correct or does not suit what it 
refers to, or a use of such a name © Dry cleaning is 
a misnomer, since the clothes are cleaned in a fluid. 


misogynist /ma'sad3-a-nast/ n [C] someone, 
usually a man, who hates women or believes that 
men are much better than women 
misogyny /ma'sad3;a-ni/ n [U] © There’s a dis- 
turbing misogyny in his films. 


misplace /mis'plers/ v [T] to lose something, 
esp. temporarily, by forgetting where you put it © 
!am always misplacing my eyeglasses. 


misplaced /mis'pleist/ adj directed toward 
someone or something for the wrong reasons © 
Their life together was full of misplaced trust and re- 
pressed emotion. 


misprint /'mis-print/ n [C] a mistake in a 
printed text © There was a misprint in the ad — it 
should have read $10,000, not $1000. 


mispronounce /,mis-pra'‘nauns/ v [T] to pro- 
nounce a word or sound the wrong way O | always 
mispronounce his name. 


mispronunciation /,mis-pra,nan-si:'er- fan/ 
n [C/U] a wrong sound used when saying a word, 
or the habit of pronouncing words or sounds the 
wrong way © [C] | don’t speak Russian well and 
when | made a slight mispronunciation, she didn’t 
understand me. 


misquote /mis'kwout/ v [T] to repeat some- 
thing someone has said or written in a way that is 
not accurate © Lines from his essay were misquoted 
in the book. 


misread /mis'ri:d/ v[T] past misread to make a 
mistake when reading something, or fig. to forma 
wrong understanding or judgment of something 
O Please correct me if | misread anything. © (fig.) I’m 
sorry | got angry — | simply misread the situation. 


misrepresent /mis,rep-r'zent/ v [T] to rep- 

resent something or someone falsely, often in or- 
der to obtain an advantage © He misrepresented 
facts about his legal experience on his application. 


Miss NOT HIT /mis/ v[I/T] to fail to hit or to avoid 
hitting something © [T] The plane narrowly missed 
power lines as it landed. © [|] He threw a snowball 
at me, but he missed. 


miss /mis/ n [C] © Scurry blocked eight shots and 
caused misses on numerous others. 


NOT DO /mis/ v[T] to fail to do, see, or experience 
something, esp. something planned or expected 
when it is available © | wanted to see that movie, 
but | missed it. © If you don’t hurry you‘ll miss your 
plane (= fail to get on it before it leaves). © You 
should leave early if you want to miss rush hour (= 
avoid it). 

REGRET /mis/ v [T] to feel sad because you cannot 
see a person or place or do something © Luis says 
he misses Puerto Rico very much. 


NOT FIND /mis/ v [T] to notice that something is 
lost or absent © He didn’t miss his wallet until the 
waiter brought the check. 
missing /'mis-1n/ adj [not gradable] (of a person 
OF possession) not found where you expect to find 
someone or something; lost or absent © He dis- 
appeared on his way to school and has been missing 
for over a year. © When did you realize the money 
was missing? » Usage: lose or miss? at LOSE 
NOT BE ABLE TO FIND 


USACE _ a ‘ 
miss or lack? 


Be careful not to confuse the verb lack with 
miss. Lack means to not have something, or to 
not have enough of something. 
Our town lacks a cinema. 
en ee ee ae ae eeeary 


IDIOM with miss 


emiss the boat infmI to lose an opportunity to do 
something by being slow to act © | decided not to 
go to college, but watching all my friends go off made 
me feel like I'd missed the boat. 


PHRASAL VERB with miss 


miss out to not use or to not have an opportunity 
to experience something good © Having largely 
missed out on Pop Art, Russians seem hungry to 
catch up. 


Miss /mis/ n [U] 1 a title for a girl or a woman 
who has never been married, used before the fam- 
ily name or full name © Miss Green 2 Miss is also 
used as a form of address to get the attention of a 
girl or woman: Hey, Miss, you dropped a glove! 3 A 
woman who has won a beauty competition is of- 
ten given the title “Miss” and the name of the 
place that she represents: Miss Alaska/Miss America 


misshapen /mis'fer-pan/ adj having a shape 
that is not natural O His knee is badly misshapen 
from years of football and seven operations. 


missile /'mis-al/ n[C] 1 a flying weapon that has 
its own engine and can travel a long distance be- 
fore exploding at the place at which it has been 
aimed © a nuclear missile © a guided missile 2 A 
missile can also be any object that is thrown with 
the intention of causing injury or damage: Rioters 
hurled missiles at the police. 


mission /'mif-an/ n[C] 1 the action of sending 
someone to a place to do a particular job, esp. one 
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misspell eee ee ee 


for a government or religious organization, or the 
job the person has been sent to do © They were 
sent on a secret political mission to the Middle East. 
© (fig.) She’s a woman on a mission (= She is 
strongly determined) to teach those children to 
read. 2 A mission is also a group of people who 
are sent to another place to do a particular job or 
to represent their country, organization, or reli- 
gion, or the place where they go to do this work: 
A trade mission was sent to South Africa. © a Meth- 
odist mission 

missionary /'mif-a,ner-i/ n [C] a person who 
has been sent to a place, usually a foreign country, 
to teach a religion to the people who live there © 
Pearl Buck was raised in China, where her parents 
were Christian missionaries. 


misspell /mis'spel/ v [T] to spell a word the 
wrong way © Edgar Allan Poe’s middle name is often 
misspelled as Allen. 
misspelling /mis'spel-19/ n [C] © This essay is full 
of misspellings. 


mist /mist/ n [C/U] a light rain or a collection of 
very small drops of water in the air that is like a fog 
0 [C] In the mornings, a mist covered the surface of 
the lake. 
misty /'mis-ti/ adj slightly wet © His eyes grew 
misty as he remembered her. 


mistake /ma'sterk/ n[C] 1 an action or decision 
that is wrong or produces a result that is not 
correct or not intended © We all make mistakes. © 
[+ to infinitive] /t was a mistake to come to this res- 
taurant without a reservation. 2 By mistake means 
unintentionally: /’m sorry — | must have dialed your 
number by mistake. 
mistake /ma'sterk/ v [T] past simp. mistook, past 
part. mistaken to be wrong about or fail to recog- 
nize something or someone © [T always + adv/ 
prep] / called Karen and mistook her mother for her 
(= | thought | was speaking to Karen when | was 
speaking to her mother). 
mistaken /ma'stet-kan/ adj [not gradable] 
wrong © | was mistaken about how much it would 
cost. 
mistakenly /ma'stet-kan-li/ adv O Teens mistak- 
enly believe that once they have a tan, their skin is 
protected against sunburn. >» Usage: fault or mis- 
take/error? at FAULT SOMETHING WRONG 


USAGE 
mistake 


Be careful not to use the verb do with the noun 
mistake. The correct verb is make. 


| never make mistakes in my essays. 


tnever-do-mistakes-in-my-es5@y5: 
WORD FAMILY mistake 


Nouns mistake Verbs mistake 


Adjectives mistaken Adverbs unmistakably 
unmistakable mistakenly 


WORD CHOICES mistake 


A common alternative is the noun error. 
He admitted that he’d made an error. 


The letter contained a number of typing 
errors. 
A stupid mistake is sometimes described as a 
blunder. 
The company was struggling after a series of 
financial blunders. 
A small mistake can be described as a slip. 
it was an understandable slip. 
A mistake which causes confusion is often de- 
scribed as a mix-up. 
There was a mix-up with the bags at the 
airport. 
An embarrassing mistake that someone makes 
when talking is sometimes described as a gaffe. 
| made a real gaffe by calling her “Emma” 
which is the name of his previous girlfriend. 
The noun oversight is sometimes used to de- 
scribe a mistake which someone makes by for- 
getting to do something. 
The payment was delayed because of an 
oversight in the accounting department. 
A mistake in which you say something that you 
did not intend to say is described as a slip of 
the tongue. 
It was a Slip of the tongue — | meant to say 
“painless” not “painful.” 
A mistake in printed text is called a misprint or 
typo. 


The newspaper article was full of misprints. 


mister /'mis-tar/n[U] 1 MR. 2 infm! Mister is also 
of a way of getting the attention of a man you do 
not know: Hey, Mister, do you know what time it is? 


mistletoe /'mis-al,tou/ n [U] an evergreen 
plant with small white fruits and pale yellow flow- 
ers that is used esp. as a Christmas decoration 


mistreat /mis'tri:t/ v [T] to treat a person or 
animal badly or cruelly © A state that mistreats its 
own people cannot be trusted by its neighbors. 
mistreatment /mis 'tri:t-mant/ n [U] © The sad 
condition of the horses suggested a long period of 
mistreatment and neglect. 


mistress /'mis-tras/ n [C] a woman who has a 
sexual relationship over a long period of time with 
a man who is not her husband 


mistrial /'mis-tratl/ n [C] awa trial that is ended 
by a judge because no decision can be reached or 
because mistakes in law have been made that 
make a fair trial impossible © After the jury had de- 
liberated for two weeks without reaching a verdict, 
the judge declared a mistrial. 


mistrust /mis'trast/ v [T] to have doubts about 
the honesty of someone or be unable to trust 
something © I’ve always mistrusted leaders who 
make too many promises. 
mistrust /mis'trast/ n[U] © Their mistrust of law- 
yers remained with them long after the lawsuit was 
settled. 


misty /'mis-ti/ adj © See at MIST 
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607 mix-up 


misunderstand /mis ,an-dar'staend/ v [I/T] 
past misunderstood to fail to understand some- 
thing or someone © [T] | think she misunderstood 
what | meant. 
misunderstanding /mis,an-dar'stzen-din/ n 
[C/U] a failure to understand, or an argument re- 
sulting from the failure of two people or two sides 
to understand each other © [C] The whole thing was 
just a misunderstanding, he said, as he had no in- 
tention of breaking into the middle of the line. 


misuse /mis'ju:z/ v [T] to use something in an 
unsuitable way or in a way that was not intended 
© She’s been accused of misusing federal funds to pay 
for her son’s private school expenses. 
misuse /mis'ju:s/ n [C/U] © [C] This new com- 
puter system is completely unnecessary and a misuse 
of taxpayers’ money. 


mitigate /‘mit-a,geit/ v [T] to make something 
less severe or less unpleasant © Getting a lot of sleep 
and drinking plenty of fluids can mitigate the effects 
of the flu. 


mitochondrion / mait-2'kan-dri:-an/ n[C] p! 
mitochondria biology in a cell, a long or round 
structure found in the CYTOPLASM (= substance 
surrounding the central part) that produces en- 
ergy for the cell by changing food into a form it 
can use > Picture: cell 


mitosis /mai'tou-sas/ n[U] biology the type of 
cell division in which one cell divides into two cells 
exactly the same, each with the same number of 
CHROMOSOMES (= cell structures) as the original 
cell 


mitotic /mai'tat-1k/ adj [not gradable] biology 
relating to MITOSIS (= a type of cell division) 


mitt /mit/ n [C] a type of GLOVE used to protect 
the hand from injury under special conditions © a 
baseball mitt 0 Use the mitt to take the pot out of 
the oven. 


mitten /'mit-®n/ n [C] a type of GLOVE with a 
single part for all the fingers but the thumb, which 
is in a separate part O She bought a pair of woolen 
mittens and a matching scarf. 


mix COMBINE /miks/ v [I/T] 1 to combine differ- 
ent substances, esp. so that the result cannot easily 
be separated into its parts, or to cause different 
substances to combine in this way © [I] Oi! and 
water don’t mix. © [T] Mix two eggs into the flour. © 
[T] He mixed the blue paint with white to lighten it. 
2 To mix is also to combine or put in the same 
place: [T] The report mixed together a lot of different 
ideas in a confusing way. 

mix /miks/ n [C/U] 1 a combination of different 
things or people © [C usually sing] There was an 
interesting mix of people at Jean’s party. 2 A mix is 
also a food substance that you can buy and to 
which a liquid, such as water or milk, can be added 
later when preparing to cook something: [C] a 
cake mix 

mixed /mikst/ adj 1 Mixed often means combin- 
ing positive and negative features: | have mixed 


emotions/feelings about moving across the country 
~ it’S exciting, but I'll miss my old friends. 2 Mixed 
can also mean combining people of different races 
or religions: The island’s population is of mixed 
descent. 

mixer /'mik-sar/ n [C] a machine in which you 
mix things together © Whip the cream by hand or 
with an electric mixer. 

SOCIALIZE /miks/ v [I] (of a person) to be comfort- 
able being with or talking to other people in social 
situations, esp. people you do not know © She is 
very shy and has trouble mixing at parties. 


WORD FAMILY mix 


Nouns mix 
mixer 
mixture 


Adjectives mixed 


Verbs mix 


PHRASAL VERB with mix 


emix up someone/something MISTAKE [M] to mis- 
take someone or something for someone or some- 
thing else; to confuse two people or things © /t’s 
easy to mix up the twins. O | mix them up all the 
time. © Related noun: MIX-UP 

emix up something MESS [M] to put objects in the 
wrong order or place © /f you mix up the photos in 
my family album, I'll never forgive you! 


mixed bag n [C usually sing] infm/ a situation 
that involves a variety of things, esp. good things 
mixed with bad things © There’s a real mixed bag 
of weather across the nation today — some hot 
weather, some fog, and some very big storms. 


mixed blessing n [C] an event or situation 
that has both advantages and disadvantages 


mixed drink n[C]a drink made by mixing two 
or more liquids, one of which contains alcohol 


mixed media n [U] art a way of making art 
that uses different substances mixed together © 
The work of art was done in mixed media, and in- 
cluded wood shavings, pieces of metal, glue, and oil 
paint. 


mixed up CONFUSED /mik'stap, ‘mik-/ adj 
temporarily confused © / just got mixed up, and 
thought she wanted us to come early. 


INVOLVED /mik'stap/ adj [not gradable] involved, 
esp. with someone or something bad or danger- 
ous © He was a great athlete at school, but he got 
mixed up with the wrong crowd and stopped 
training. 


mixture /‘miks-tfar/ n [C] 1 a combination of 
substances resulting from mixing them together 
so that they cannot be easily separated © It’s a 
highly explosive mixture and has to be handled care- 
fully. 2 A mixture is also any combination of dif- 
ferent things: Good fashion designers often rely on 
a mixture of the old and the new. 


mix-up n [C] a mistake © She said that because 
of a mix-up, our check was sent to the wrong ad- 
dress. O Related verb: MIX UP MISTAKE 
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mill /mil/ n[C] pi ml abbreviation for MILLILITER © As 
little as 3 ml of this poison is enough to cause death. 


mm n [C] pi mm abbreviation for MILLIMETER 


moan /moun/ v [I] to make a long, low sound 
because of pain or suffering, or to say something 
in a complaining way © We could hear someone 
moaning within the rubble of the collapsed building. 
moan /moun/ n[C] © We could hear moans and 
screams, but we couldn’t tell where they were coming 
from. 


mob /mab/ n[C] 1 a large group of people gath- 
ered together and often uncontrollable or violent 
© He arrived at the airport to find a mob of adoring 
fans waiting for him. 2 The mob is also an organi- 
zation of criminals, esp. the MAFIA. 
mob /mab/ v [T] -bb- to gather in a large group 
around someone to express admiration, interest, 
or anger © She was mobbed by her fans. © The stores 
are always mobbed (= very crowded) on Saturdays. 


mobile /'mou-bal, -bail/ adj able to move easily 
or be easily moved © The Marines are a highly mo- 
bile force and can get anywhere fast. 
mobile /'mou-bi:l/ n [C] a decoration or work of 
art that has parts that move in the air, often be- 
cause each one is hung by a thread © We hung a 
mobile over the baby’s crib, and she loves to look at 
it when it moves. 
mobility /mou'bil-at-i/ n [U] the ability to move 
easily © Because of severe arthritis, her mobility was 
limited. 


mobile home n[C] along narrow home made 
in a factory that is brought to a permanent 
location 


mobilize /'mou-ba laiz/ v [T] to organize peo- 
ple to support something or to make a part of an 
organization ready for a special purpose © We're 
teaching people to mobilize and show their support 
for their libraries. 
mobilization /,mou-ba-la'zer:fan/ n [C/U] ° 
[U] Both parties have engaged in massive mobiliza- 
tion efforts. 


mobster /'mab-star/ n[C] a person, esp. aman, 
who belongs to an organization of criminals 


moccasin /'mak-a-san/ n[C] a light shoe made 
completely of soft leather and having stitches 
around the top 


mock INSULT /mak, mo:k/ v[T] to copy someone 
or a characteristic of someone in an amusing but 
unkind way that makes other people laugh, or to 
try to make someone or something seem foolish 
or ridiculous © Some of the boys in the dorm loved 
to mock Roger’s British accent. 
mockery /'mak-a-ri, 'mo:-ka-/ n[U] unkind, criti- 
cal remarks or actions, or something so foolish that 
it can be easily criticized © The renewed fighting 
made a mockery of the peace agreement (= made it 
look ridiculous). 

ARTIFICIAL /mak, mo:k/ adj [not gradable] in- 
tended to seem real; artificial or pretended © She 
gave a little scream in mock surprise when she 
opened the door and saw us. 


mockingbird /'mak-1n,bard, 'mo:-kin-/ n [C] 
a North American bird that copies the sounds 
made by other birds 


modal verb /'moud-@l'v3rb/, modal auxiliary 
/‘moud:@l ,2:g'zil-ja-ri/ n [C] grammar a verb 
used with another verb to express an idea such as 
possibility that is not expressed by the main verb 
© The modal verbs in English are “can,” “could,” 
“may, “ “might, “ “must, “ “ought, “ “shall,” “shoul i 
“will,” and “would.” 


mode © WAY /moud/ n[C] a way of operating, 
living, or behaving © Good teachers get their stu- 
dents into a learning mode. © Each department has 
its own mode of operation. 


MUSIC /moud/ n[C] music an arrangement of half 
STEPS and whole STEPS (= differences in sound) in 
an OCTAVE (= series of eight notes) 


NUMBER /moud/ n [C] mathematics the number 
or value that appears the most often in a particular 
set of numbers or values 


model REPRESENTATION /'mad-*l/ n [C] 1 
something built or drawn esp. to show how some- 
thing much larger would look © The architect 
showed us a model of the planned hotel. 2 A model 
is also a representation of something in words or 
numbers that can be used to tell what is likely to 
happen if particular facts are considered as true: a 
statistical model predicting population growth 
model! /'mad-l/ v [T] to form something from a 
plastic substance such as clay, or to use a plastic 
substance to make a form of something © to model 
a face O She modeled the clay into a sculpture. 


GOOD EXAMPLE /'mad-3l/ n[C] someone or some- 
thing that is an extremely good example of its 
type, esp. when a copy can be based on it © She 
was a model of loyalty and stuck by him even after 
he went to jail. 
model /'mad-@l/ adj [not gradable] © They were 
model parents and were loved by the whole 
community. 
model /'mad-l/ v [T] to create something by 
basing its form or appearance on something else 
© The state building was modeled on the US Capitol 
in Washington, D.C. 


PERSON /'mad-@l/ n [C] 1 a person employed to 
wear esp. new, fashionable clothes to show how 
the clothes look and to make them look attractive 
© Models paraded down the ramp to show off the 
latest fashions of Paris and New York. 2 A model is 
also a person employed to show his or her body 
to be drawn or photographed by those studying 
the human form. 
model /'mad-@l/ v [T] © She will be modeling the 
new line of spring coats. 


MACHINE /'mad-@l/ n[C] a particular type of device 
or machine that is different in quality, style, or 
some other feature from others that have the same 
use O This car comes in a two-door and a four-door 
model. © We were shown large and small models of 
air conditioners. 


modem /'moud-am, 'mou-dem/ n [C] an elec- 
tronic device that allows one computer to send 
information to another over telephone wires 
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moderate MEDIUM /'mad-s-rat/ adj being 
within a middle range in size, amount, or degree; 
neither great nor little © The rent has gone up over 
the years, but in moderate amounts. 0 The company 
was of moderate size, with about 50 employees. 
moderately /'mad-a-rat-li/ advo The new apart- 
ment complex will be moderately priced for middle- 
income people. 
moderation /,mad-a're1-fan/ n[U] © My doctor 
advised me to eat anything | want as long as it’s in 
moderation. 


SOME /'mad-a-rat/ adj some, but not as much or 
as great as desired O There has been moderate im- 
provement in her health since she began the 
treatment. 
moderately /'mad-a-rat-li/ adv to some degree 
© He was moderately successful, making a living but 
hardly getting rich. 


NOT EXTREME /'mad-a-rat/ adj (of opinions) not 
extreme © When she was young she was a radical, 
but her political views have become more moderate 
as she has gotten older. 
moderate /'mad-a-rat/ n [C] © Of the seven 
members of the committee, five were political 
moderates. 


LOSE STRENGTH /'mad-a,reit/ v [I/T] to lose 
strength or force, or to make something less 
strong © [I] The weather prediction is for strong 
winds, moderating by evening. 

MANAGE /'mad:a,reit/ v [I/T] to manage a public 
discussion © [I/T] The local TV anchorman is going 
to moderate (the debate). 
moderator /'mad:a,reit-ar/ n [C] © The moder- 
ator allowed each side two minutes to sum up at the 
end of the televised debate. 


moderator /‘mad-9,rert-ar/ n [C] physics a 
substance that slows NEUTRONS in a NUCLEAR 
REACTOR 


modern /'mad-arn/ adj existing in the present 
or a recent time, or using or based on recently 
developed ideas, methods, or styles © modern life 
© modern architecture/art 
modernist /'mad-ar-nast/ n [C] © A large major- 
ity of traditionalists and modernists (= people with 
modern ideas) agree on the issues. 
modernistic /,mad-ar'nis-tik/ adj designed ina 
way that is obviously modern © The Denver airport 
has a modernistic design. 
modernity /ma'd3r-nat-i/ n [U] © Athens is a 
lively jumble of modernity (= modern culture) and 
the remnants of its glorious past. 
modernization /,mad-ear-na'zer- fan, -,nar 'zer- 
fan/ n [U] © The plan calls for the expansion and 
modernization of the airport facilities. 
modernize /'mad-:ar ,naiz/ v [I/T] to make or be- 
come more modern © [T] We decided to modernize 
our kitchen and installed a new sink and dishwasher. 


WORD FAMILY modern 


Adjectives modern 
modernistic 


Nouns modernist 
modernity 
modernization Verbs 


modernize 


WORD CHOICES modern. 


Another way of saying “modern” is up-to-date. 
The hospital has some of the most up-to-date 
equipment in the country. 


Latest is a way of saying that something is the 
most modern. 
She always wears the latest fashions. 
The words cutting-edge, high-tech, or state- 
of-the-art can be used for things which use the 
most modern ideas, materials, features, etc. 
Computers have brought cutting-edge 
technology into the classroom. 


Divers with high-tech equipment discovered 

the wreck of the ship. 

They've got a new state-of-the-art kitchen. 
Someone or something which uses modern 
ideas and systems to encourage change can be 
described as progressive. 

It’s a very progressive school. 

The word contemporary is used for art, litera- 
ture, music, etc., which is modern. 

The music was written a hundred years ago, 

but it still has a contemporary feel to it. 
If something is modern but you do not like it, 
you can use the adjective newfangled. 


can’t cope with all this newfangled 
technology. 


modest NOTLARGE /'mad-ast/ adj not large in 
size Or amount, or not great in value © a modest 
increase in salary © a modest house 
modestly /'mad-ast-li/ adv © He lives in a mod- 
estly furnished apartment. 


QUIETLY SUCCESSFUL /'mad-ast/ adj tending not 
to talk about or make obvious your own abilities 
and achievements © Although an outstanding sci- 
entist, he’s a modest man. 
modestly /'mad-ast-li/ adv © She spoke modestly 
about her work. 
modesty /'mad-a-sti/ n [U] © Sosa’s modesty and 
sportsmanship made him a fan favorite. 

CORRECT /'mad-ast/ adj (of behavior and clothes) 
correct or socially acceptable, representing tradi- 
tional cultural values 
modestly /'mad-ast-li/ adv © She was modestly 
dressed ina full-length skirt. 
modesty /'mad-a-sti/ n [U] © The qualities Aris- 
totle admired are moderation, common sense, re- 
straint, and modesty. 


modicum /'mad-1-kam, '‘moud-/ n [U] a small 
amount O He achieved a modicum of success. 


modify CHANGE /'mad-a,fat/ v [T] to change 
something slightly, esp. to improve it or make it 
more acceptable or less extreme © The school 
board decided to modify its existing employment 
policy. 

modification /,mad-a-fa'ker-fan/ n [C/U] ° [U] 
behavior modification © [C] Several modifications 
have been made in the proposals. 


GRAMMAR /'mad:9a ,fai/ v [T] grammar to limit or 
add to the meaning of a word or phrase 
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modulate 


modifier /'mad:a,fat-ar/ n[C] grammar a word 
or phrase that limits or adds to the meaning of 
another word or phrase © In the sentence “The little 
girl ran quickly,” the adjective “little” and the adverb 
“quickly” are modifiers. 


modulate /'mad3-a,lert/ v [T] to vary the 
strength, quality, or amount of something © Teach- 
ers modulate the way they work in response to their 
students’ needs, © Modulate your tone of voice when 
speaking in court. 


module /'mad3-u:l/ n [C] 1 one of a set of sepa- 
rate parts that can be joined together to form a 
larger object © The reactor was built in modules that 
were assembled later at the site. 2 A module is also 
a part of a spacecraft that can operate indepen- 
dently from the main part. 
modular /'mad3-a-lar/ adj [not gradable] O mod- 
ular homes © modular classrooms 


mogul /'mou-gal/ n [C] an important person 
who has great wealth or power © a media mogul 


mohair /'mou-her, -hzr/ n [U] soft cloth made 
from ANGORA 


Moho /'mou-hou/ n [U] earth science an area 
under the earth from 5 to 20 miles down, above 
the MANTLE 


moist /morst/ adj slightly wet © moist blueberry 
muffins © rich, moist soil 
moisten /'mor-san/ v [I/T] © [T] Moisten the shirts 
before ironing. 


moisture /'mots-tfar/ n [U] very small drops of 
water, either in the air or on a surface © /t was a 
clear day with little moisture in the air. 
moisturize /'mors-tfa,raiz/ v [T] © This new 
makeup protects and moisturizes the skin. 
moisturizer /'mors-tJa ,rat-zar/ n[C] a thick liq- 
uid put on the skin to make it soft and less dry 


molar IN A LIQUID /'mou-ler/ adj [not gradable] 
chemistry containing one MOLE of a substance in 
each liter of a liquid 
molarity /mou'ler-at-i:, -'ler-/ n [U] chemistry 
a measure of the number of moles in each liter of 
a liquid 

TOOTH /'mou-lar/ n [C] any of the large teeth at 
the back of the mouth, used for crushing and 
chewing food © Compare INCISOR 


molasses /ma'les-9z/ n[U] a thick, dark, sweet 
liquid made from sugar plants 


mold SHAPE /mould/ n [C] a hollow container 
into which you pour a soft or liquid substance so 
that it will cool or harden into the shape of the 
container © The pieces are made in a mold and | just 
paint them. 

mold /mould/ v [T] 1 to shape something into a 
particular form © She molded the clay into little ani- 
mals. 2 Someone who molds someone else has an 
important influence on how that person develops: 
Parents help mold a child’s character. 

molding /'moul-din/ n [C/U] a line of wood, 
plastic, or PLASTER used as a decoration around the 
edge or along the top of something 


GROWTH /mould/ n[U] a soft green, gray, or black 
growth that develops on old food or on objects 
that have been left too long in warm, slightly wet 
places 
moldy /'moul-di/ adj © moldy cheese 


IDIOM with mold 


ein the mold of someone/something sharing some 
important characteristics with someone or some- 
thing © Lewis was not an inventor in the mold of 
Edison. 


mole ANIMAL /moul/ n [C] a small, dark, furry 
mammal that lives in passages it digs under the 
ground 


SPOT /moul/ n [C] a small, dark, permanent spot 
or lump on a person’s skin 


PERSON /moul/ n [C] a person who works within 
an organization, such as a government depart- 
ment, and secretly reports information about its 
activities to its enemy 

MEASUREMENT /moul/ n [C] chemistry a unit of 
measurement of the amount of a substance ex- 
pressed in grams 

molal /'mou-lal/ adj [not gradable] chemistry 
molality /mou 'lel-at-i/ n [U] chemistry 


molecule /'mal-a,kju:l/ n [C] science the small- 
est unit into which a substance can be divided 
without chemical change, usually a group of two 
or more atoms 

molecular /ma'lek-ja-lar/ adj [not gradable] 


molest /ma'lest/ v [T] to touch someone sexu- 
ally when it is not wanted 
molestation /,mou les 'ter-Jan/ n [U] 
molester /ma'les-tar/ n [C] 


mollify /'mal-9 fat/ v [T] to make someone less 
angry or upset, or to make something less severe 
or more gentle O She was not mollified by his 


apology. 


mollusk, mollusc /‘mal-ask/ n [C] any of a large 
group of animals that have soft bodies, no SPINE 
(= supporting bones), and usually a hard shell © 
Oysters, clams, and snails are mollusks. 


molt /moult/ v [I] (of a bird or animal) to lose 
feathers, skin, or hair as a natural process before a 
new growth of feathers, skin, or hair 


molten /'moult-?n/ adj [not gradable] (esp. of 
metal or rock) melted or made liquid by being 
heated to very high temperatures 


Mom /mam/ n [C] infml MOTHER PARENT © Can | 
borrow the car, Mom? 


moment SHORT TIME /‘mou-mant/ n[C] a very 
short period of time © Hold still for a moment while 
I tie your shoe. © I'll be ready in just a moment. 
momentary /'mou-man,ter-i/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © There was a momentary lull in the 
conversation. 
momentarily /,mou-man'ter-a-li/ adv [not 
gradable] © / was momentarily confused. © The train 
will be leaving momentarily (= very soon). 
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OCCASION /'mou-mant/ n [C] 1 a particular time 
or occasion © I’m waiting for the right moment to 
tell her the good news. © Just at that moment, the 
phone rang. © Are you staying with your mother at 
the moment (= now)? 2A momentis also a special 
time or opportunity: You know that when that cur- 
tain goes up, it’s going to be your big moment. 


WISAGE-: 1 lee aaa ald Re ate 8) 
moment 


Remember to use the preposition at in the 
phrase at that moment. 


At that moment all the lights went out. 


in-that-mement-alHthetightswentout, 


WORD FAMILY moment 


Nouns 
Adverbs 


moment 


Adjectives momentary 
momentous 


momentarily 


momentous /mou'ment-as/ adj very impor- 
tant, esp. because of the effects on future events 
© a momentous decision/event 


momentum /mou'ment:am/ n [U] physics 
the force or speed of an object in motion, or the 
increase in the rate of development of a process © 
A falling object gains momentum as it falls. © Tech- 
nology seems to create its own momentum - if some- 
thing can be done, it will be. 


momma /'mam-3/ n MAMA 


mommy /'mam:i/ n [C] infm! MOTHER PARENT © 
The little girl misses her mommy. © Mommy, | want 
some candy. 


Mon. n abbreviation for MONDAY. 


monarch /'man-ark, -ark/ n [C] a nation’s king 
or queen 
monarchy /'man-ar-ki, -,ar-ki/ n [C/U] a system 
of government that has a king or queen, or a coun- 
try that has this system of government 


monastery /'man-a,ster-i/ n [C] a building or 
group of buildings in which MONKS (= religious 
men) live and worship © Compare CONVENT 


monastic /mo'nzs-tik/ adj of or related to 
MONASTERIES or MONKS 


monatomic /'man-a'tam-tk/ adj [not grada- 
ble] chemistry having only one atom or group of 
atoms that can be replaced in a chemical reaction 


Monday /‘man-di, -det/, abbreviation Mon. n [C/ 
U] the day of the week after Sunday and before 
Tuesday 


monetary /'man-a,ter-i/ adj [not gradable] re- 
lating to money, esp. the money supply of a coun- 
try © monetary policy 


money /'man-i/ n[U] the coins or bills with their 
value on them that are used to buy things, or the 
total amount of these that someone has © / need 
a dollar — have you got any money on you? © There’s 
not much money in our savings account. © We spent 


a lot of money redecorating the house. © | save 
money on groceries by using coupons. © He makes a 
lot of money as a contractor. © The job wasn’t excit- 
ing, but the money (= amount of pay) was good. 


IDIOMS with money 


emoney talks wealthy people receive special 
treatment or have more power and influence © Un- 
fortunately, in this town money talks, and if you don’t 
have money you can forget it. 

e(right) on the money exact or correct © Her pre- 
diction was right on the money. 


moneymaker /'‘man-i: ,mer-kar/ n [C] a per- 

son who is successful at obtaining large amounts 
of money, or something that produces a large 
profit 


money market n [C] the system in which 
banks and other similar organizations buy, sell, 
lend, or borrow money for profit 


money order pn [C] a type of check that you 
buy at a bank or post office and use for paying 
someone 


mongrel /‘man-gral, 'man-/, infmi mutt n [C] a 
dog of mixed breed 


moniker /'‘man-1-kar/ n [C] slang a name or 
NICKNAME (= informal name) 


monitor © WATCH /'man-at-ar/ v[T] to watch 
and check something carefully over a period of 
time © They hired an accountant to help monitor 
cash flow. © The nurse is monitoring his heart rate 
and respiration. 

monitor © /'man-at-ar/ n [C] 1 a person who 
has the job of watching or checking particular 
things, or a machine that regularly tests or records 
things © United Nations monitors were prevented 
from entering the area. © A fetal monitor records an 
unborn baby’s heartbeat. 2 In school, a monitor is 
a student with special duties who helps the 
teacher: the attendance monitor 
SCREEN /'man-at-oar/ n [C] a device with a screen 
on which words or pictures can be shown 0 a com- 
puter monitor 


monk /magk/ n[C] a man who is a member of a 
group of religious men who live a simple life apart 
from general society, usually in a MONASTERY 


monkey /'mag-ki/ n [C] any of a group of mam- 
mals that usually have flat faces and long tails, esp. 
any of the smaller mammals in this group 
monkey /‘man:ki/ v infm! 


PHRASAL VERBS with monkey 


emonkey around to behave in a silly, playful way 
O The kids were just monkeying around, throwing 
things at each other. 

emonkey (around) with something to play with 
or use something in a way that could damage it © 
Who’s been monkeying around with my tools? 


monkey business n [(U] dishonest or illegal 
behavior © There's been some monkey business con- 
nected with his tax returns. 
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monkey wrench I 


monkey wrench /'‘magki: rent{/ n[C] a tool 
that can be adjusted to hold or turn NUTS and 
BOLTS (= metal fasteners that screw together) of 
different widths 


mono /'man-ou/ n [U] short form of MONO- 
NUCLEOSIS 


monochromatic /,man-ou-krou'met-1k/ adj 
art containing or using only one color 


monogamy /ma'nag:a-mi/ n[U] the condition 
or custom of being married to only one person at 
a time or of having only one sexual partner 
monogamous /ma'nag:a-mas/ adj © a monog- 
amous relationship 


monogram /'man-s,grem/ n [C] a design 
made of two or more letters, usually the first letters 
of a person’s names, used esp. on clothing and 
writing paper 

monogrammed /'man-s,gremd/ adj [not 
gradable] © a monogrammed shirt 


monolingual /,man-a'l19-gwal, -gja-wal/ adj 
[not gradable] speaking or using only one lan- 
guage © Compare BILINGUAL 


monolithic /,man-9'l19-1k/ adj 1 very large, 
united, and difficult to change © People think of 
"the media” as this great monolithic thing that’s out 
there. 2 A monolithic building or rock is large and 
solid. 


monologue /'man-4l,>:g, -,ag/ n [C] litera- 
ture a long speech by one person, esp. in a play, 
movie, or television show 


monomer /'man-:a-mar/ n [C] chemistry a 
chemical substance whose basic MOLECULES can 
join together to form POLYMERS 


monomial /ma'nou-mi:-al/ n [C] algebra a 
number or VARIABLE (= mathematical symbol) or 
the result of multiplying two or more numbers or 
variables 


mononucleosis /,man-9,nu:-kli:'ou-sas/, short 
form mono n [U] a disease that causes a sudden 
fever, swelling of organs that produce white blood 
cells, and a sore throat, and which can make a per- 
son feel weak and ill for a long time 


monoploid /'man-a,plaid/ adj [not gradable] 
(of a cell or organism) having only one basic group 
of CHROMOSOMES (= cell structures containing 
chemical patterns) 


monopoly /ma'nap-ali/ n [C] social studies 
complete control of the supply of particular goods 
or services, Or a Company or group that has such 
control © The Postal Service is guaranteed a monop- 
oly on all first-class letters. O (fig.) California has no 
monopoly on strangeness (= is not the only strange 
place). 

monopolistic /ma,nap-a'lis-tik/ adj © a monop- 
olistic system 

monopolize /ma'nap-a,laiz/ v [T] social stud- 
ies to have or take complete control of something 
so that others are prevented from sharing it © 
Rockefeller monopolized oil refining in the 1800s. © 
She has a habit of monopolizing the conversation. 


monorail /'‘man-9,reil/ n [C] a railroad system 
in which trains travel along a single RAIL (= metal 
bar), usually above ground level 


monosaccharide /, man-9'szk:a,raid/ n [C] 
biology a type of CARBOHYDRATE (= substance 
that provides energy) formed of only one MOLE- 
CULE (= smallest unit of a substance) of a sugar and 
therefore cannot be divided to form other sugars 

monosodium glutamate /,man-9,soud: 

i:-am'glu:t-a,mert/, abbreviation MSG n [U] a 

chemical that is sometimes added to food to im- 

prove its taste 


monotheism /'man-9,i: ,1z-am/ n [U] the be- 
lief that there is only one God 


monotonous /ma'nat-?n-as/ adj boring be- 
cause of never changing © She stood all day ironing 
a monotonous succession of clothes and sheets. 
monotony /ma'nat-2n-i/ n [U] boring sameness 
© He drove for hours with nothing to break the 
monotony. 
monotone /'man:a ,toun/ n[U] a sound or voice 
that stays on the same note © He spoke in a boring 
monotone. 


monsoon /man'su:n/ n[C] the season of heavy 
rain, the wind that brings rain, or the heavy rain 
that falls during the summer in hot Asian countries 


monster CREATURE /'man-ster/ n [C] any 
imaginary frightening creature, esp. one that is 
large and strange 


EVIL PERSON /'man-star/ n [C] a person who does 
very cruel and evil acts © To the whole world, he was 
a monster. 
monstrous /'man-stras/ adj © monstrous deeds 


BIG /'man:star/ adj [not gradable] very big, or too 
big © a monster shark 
monster /'man-star/ n[C] © a monster of a movie, 
over four hours long 
monstrous /'man:stras/ adj very bad, esp. be- 
cause too big © After the flood she was faced with 
monstrous repair bills. 


monstrosity /man'stras: at-i/ n [C] something 
that is very ugly and usually large © That new office 
building is a real monstrosity. 


month /mané/ rn [C] a period of about four 
weeks, esp. one of the twelve periods into which 
a year is divided © /’// be away for the whole month 
of June. © The puppy is two months old. 
monthly /'mané-li/ adj, adv [not gradable] © /f 
you ride the bus a lot, you should buy a monthly 
ticket. O We're paid monthly. 
monthly /'mane-li/ n [C] a newspaper or mag- 
azine that is published once a month 


monument /'man-ja-mant/ n [C] an object, 
esp. large and made of stone, built to remember 
and show respect for a person or group of people, 
or a special place made for this purpose © While in 
Washington, D.C., we visited a number of historical 
monuments. © (fig.) The annual arts festival is a 
monument to (= is a result of) her vision and hard 
work. 
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monumental /, man-ja'ment:41/ adj very big 
or very great © Rebuilding the bridge proved to be a 
monumental job. 


moo /mu:/ n[C] p/moos (esp. in children’s books) 
a written representation of the noise that a cow 
makes 
moo /mu:/ v [I] moos, pres. part. mooing, past 
mooed 


mood FEELING /mu:d/ n [C] 1 the way you feel 
at a particular time © She’s in a good/bad mood 
today. © “Do you want to go to the movies?” “No, 
I’m not in the mood (= not interested in that).” 2 
art The mood of a work of art is the emotional 
features of it, or the way it makes you feel. 
moody /'mu:d-i/ adj (of a person) often sad, or 
changing from being happy to sad, often for no 
clear reason 
GRAMMAR /mu:d/ n [C] grammar the forms of 
verbs used to show whether the person speaking 
intends to express a fact, an order, or a hope © the 
indicative/imperative/subjunctive mood 


WORD FAMILY mood 


Nouns mood 
moodiness 


Adjectives moody 
Adverbs 


moodily 


MOON OBJECT IN SPACE /mu:n/ n [C/U] 1 the 
object, similar to a planet, that moves through the 
sky, circling the earth once every 28 days, and 
which can often be seen clearly at night when it 
shines with the light coming from the sun © [U] 
the full moon » Picture: lunar eclipse 2 A moon is 
also a similar object that moves around another 
planet: [C] Jupiter has at least sixteen moons. 
moonless /'mu:n-las/ adj [not gradable] If a 
night is moonless, you cannot see the moon in the 
sky at night. 


Earth rae. 


half moon 


full moon 


PHASES OF THE MOON 


LACK PURPOSE /mu:n/ v[I always + adv/prep] infmi 
to move or spend time in a way that shows a lack 
of care and interest and no clear purpose © She’s 
been mooning around the house all weekend. 


moonlight LIGHT FROM MOON /'mu:n-lait/n 
[U] the pale light of the moon 

WORK SECRETLY /'mu:n-lait/ v [I] past moon- 
lighted to work at an additional job, esp. without 
telling your main employer © In addition to her 
teaching job, she moonlights as a waitress on 
weekends. 


moonshine /'mu:n: fain/ n [U] slang alcoholic 
drink made illegally 


moral 


moor /mur/ v [I/T] to attach a boat or ship to 
‘something on land or to the surface under the wa- 
ter to keep it in place © [I/T] We moored (the boat) 
further up the river. 
mooring /'mur-1n/ n[C usually pl] a place to tie 
a boat, ship, or aircraft 


moose /mu:s/ n[C] p/moose a type of large deer 
of North America and northern Europe, having 
large, flat horns 


moot NOT WORTH CONSIDERING /mu:t/ adj 
[not gradable] law having no practical use or 
meaning © Because the claim of negligence was de- 
nied, seeking an award for damages was moot. 


NOT DECIDED /mu:t/ adj [not gradable] (of a mat- 
ter being considered) that has not been decided 
and can therefore still be discussed © Whether or 
not to make the school coeducational is still a moot 
point, and we'll be discussing it over the next few 
months. 


MOp /map/ n [C] 1 a stick having at one end a 
mass of thick, cloth strings or a SPONGE (= soft 
substance) that you slide along a floor to spread 
or absorb a liquid in cleaning the floor 2 A mop of 
hair is a lot of hair in a thick mass: The child’s face 
was framed by a mop of brown curls. 
mop /map/ v [I/T] -pp- 1 [I/T] | can go as soon as 
| finish mopping (the floor). 2 If you mop the SWEAT 
(= liquid produced because you are hot) from your 
face, you use your hand or a piece of cloth to re- 
move it. 


PHRASAL VERB with mop 


emop up (something) [M] to finish the last part of 
a job after most of it has been completed © The 
battle had been won, but two infantry units were left 
behind to mop up. © Twenty firefighters will be work- 
ing on mopping up the fire today. 


mope /moup/ v [I] to be unhappy and unwilling 
to think or act in a positive manner, esp. because 
you are disappointed © Don’t sit in the house mop- 
ing — go out and enjoy yourself. 


moped /'mou-ped/ n [C] a small two-wheeled 

vehicle with a motor and PEDALS like those on a 
bicycle, which can be used when starting it or trav- 
eling up a hill 


moraine /ma'rein/ n [C] earth science a large 
mass of rocks and dirt that is carried along with a 
GLACIER (= large mass of ice) and is left behind 
when the glacier melts 


moral LESSON /'mo:r-al/ n [C] literature a les- 
son that can be learned from a story, esp. a FABLE, 
or other work of literature 


RIGHT /'mo:r-al, 'mar-/ adj relating to standards of 
good behavior, honesty, and fair dealing, or show- 
ing high standards of this type © a highly moral 
man 0 It’s her moral obligation to tell the police what 
she knows. 
morals /'mo:r-alz, 'mar-/ p/n standards for good 
or bad character and behavior © a man of low 
morals 
morality /ma'rael-at-i/ n [C/U] a personal or so- 
cial set of standards for good or bad behavior and 
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morale 


character, or the quality of being right and honest 
© [U] Technology is neutral — its morality is deter- 
mined by its political or social use. 

morally /'mo:r-a-li, 'mar-/ adv 1 considered 
from a moral position © morally wrong 2 If you act 
morally, you act in a way that you or people in 
general consider to be right, honest, or 
acceptable. 

moral /'mo:r-al, 'mar-/ n [C] a message about 
how people should or should not behave, con- 
tained in a story, event, or experience O The moral 
of the story is that honesty is the best policy. 
moralistic /,;mo:r-a'lis-ttk, ,mar-/ adj involved 
with judging other people’s morals and telling 
them how to behave © American foreign policy had 
been rigidly moralistic. 

moralize /'mo:r-9,laiz, 'mar-/ v [I] disapproving to 
make judgments about right and wrong, esp. in a 
way that does not consider other people’s ideas or 
opinions © A good teacher manages to educate with- 
out moralizing. 


WORD FAMILY moral 


Nouns moral Adjectives amoral 
morals immoral 
morality moral 
immorality moralistic 


moralize Adverbs 


morally 


morale /ma'rel/ n[U] the amount of confidence 
felt by a person or group of people, esp. when in 
a dangerous or difficult situation © Low morale in 
the police department was a continuing problem. 


morass /ma'res/ n [C usually sing] something 
that is extremely complicated and difficult to deal 
with, making any advance almost impossible 0 The 
morass of rules and regulations is delaying the start 
of the project. 


moratorium / mo:r-9'to:r-i:-am, ,mar-, -'tour-/n 
[C] a stopping of an activity for an agreed period 
of time © They are proposing a five-year moratorium 
on whaling. 


morbid /'mo:r-bad/ adj too interested in un- 
pleasant subjects, esp. death © He has a morbid 
sense of humor. 


more /mo:r, mour/ adj, adv 1 a larger or extra 
number or amount (of); comparative of MANY or 
MUCH © You need to listen more and talk less. 0 
There were no more seats on the bus, so we had to 
stand. © DisneyWorld was more fun than | expected. 
© Would you play the song once more (= again)? 2 
More is used to form the comparative of many ad- 
jectives and adverbs: You couldn’t be more wrong. 
© He finds physics much more difficult than biology. 
© Compare MOST 
more /ma:r, mour/ pronoun oO She kept asking me 
if ! wanted more to eat. © More than 20,000 people 
attended the concert. O Compare MOST 


USAGE. _2 
more 


The opposite of more is fewer for countable 
nouns and less for uncountable nouns. 


He asked more questions then. 
He asks fewer questions now. 

He made more progress today. 
He made less progress yesterday. 


IDIOMS with more 


emore and more increasingly, or an increasing 
number of © /t gets more and more difficult to un- 
derstand what is going on. © More and more people 
are becoming fed up with the corruption in 
government. 

emore like it infm! more accurate or true © / think 
he likes her — or maybe he’s madly in love with her 
is more like it. 

emore often than not usually © In winter it rains 
a lot, and more often than not, you’re carrying an 
umbrella. 

emore or less approximately © It weighs 50 
pounds, more or less. 

emore than very 0 It’s more than likely that she got 
a ride home with Harry. © We will be more than 
happy to help you in any way we can. 

ethe more something happens, the less another 
thing happens as one thing happens repeatedly, an- 
other thing happens less or becomes less likely © 
The more he insisted he was innocent, the less they 
seemed to believe him. 

ethe more something happens, the more another 
thing happens as one thing happens repeatedly, an- 
other thing happens more or becomes more likely 
oO The more he talked, the more | liked him. 


moreover /mo:r'ou-var, mour-/ adv [not grad- 
able] (used to add information) also and more im- 
portantly © /t was a good car and, moreover, the 
price was quite reasonable. 


mores /'mo:r-eiz, 'mour-/ p/ n the traditional 
customs and ways of behaving that are typical of 
a particular society O The novel examines the mores 
of nineteenth-century Boston society. 


morgue /mo:rg/ n[C] a building, or a room in 
a hospital, where dead bodies are kept to be ex- 
amined or until buried 


Mormon /'mo:r-man/ n [C] a member of a re- 
ligious group called the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints 
Mormon /'mo:r-man/ adj [not gradable] © the 
Mormon church © a Mormon missionary 


morning /'‘mo:r-nin/ n[C/U] the part of the day 
from the time when the sun rises until the middle 
of the day © [U] Sunday/tomorrow morning © [C] ! 
work three mornings a week at the bookstore. 


morning sickness n [U] a feeling of wanting 
to vomit soon after waking, experienced by some 
women, esp. early in pregnancy 


MOFron /'mo:r-an, 'mour-/ n[C] a stupid person 


morose /ma'rous/ adj fmi unhappy or annoyed 

and unwilling to speak, smile, or be pleasant to 
people © Michael became morose and withdrawn 
after he lost his job. 
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morph /mo:rf/ v[I/T] to change gradually in ap- 
pearance or form © [I] Cell phones have morphed 
into mini-computers with e-mail and Web access. 


morphine /'moa:r-fizn/ n [U] a drug used med- 
ically to stop people from feeling pain 


morphology /mo:r'fal-a-d3i/ n [U] biology 
the scientific study of the structure and form of 
animals and plants 


morsel /'mo:r-sal/ n [C] a very small piece of 
food © She ate every last morsel on her plate. 


mortal /'mo:rt-l/ adj [not gradable] (of living 
things, esp. people) unable to continue living for- 
ever; having to die © Humans are mortal and we all 
eventually die. © As the ship began to sink, they re- 
alized they were in mortal danger (= they might 
die). 
mortal /'mo:rt-®l/ n[C] a human, or an ordinary 
person O mere mortals 
mortality /mo:r'teel-at-i/ n [U] 1 the condition 
of being mortal © A sense of her own mortality over- 
came her. 2 Mortality is also the number of deaths 
within a particular society and within a particular 
period of time: infant mortality 
mortally /'mo:rt-4l-i/ adv o He fell, mortally 
wounded. 


mortar MIXTURE /'mo:rt-ar/ n [U] a mixture of 
sand, water, and CEMENT or LIME that is used to 
join bricks or stones to each other when building 
walls 

GUN /'mo:rt:ar/ n[C] a gun with a short, wide BAR- 
REL (= part shaped like a tube) that can fire bombs 
high in the air 


mortarboard /'m ort-or bord, --bourd/ n[C] 
a black hat with a square, flat top, worn by some 
students and teachers on formal school occasions 
© Following the ceremony, the graduating seniors all 
threw their mortarboards into the air. 


mortgage /'mo:r-gid3/_n [C] an agreement 
that allows you to borrow money from a bank or 
similar organization by offering something of 
value, esp. in order to buy a house or apartment, 
or the amount of money itself © They took out a 
$90,000 mortgage to buy the house. 
mortgage /'moa:r-gid3/ v[T] to offer something 
of value in order to borrow money from a bank or 
similar organization © They had to mortgage their 
home to borrow enough money to pay for their chil- 
dren’s education. 


mortician /mo:r'tif-an/ n [C] an UNDERTAKER 


mortify /‘moirt-9,far/ v[T] to cause someone to 
feel extremely ashamed or embarrassed © He’s 
mortified by the fact that at 38 he still lives at home 
with his mother. 


mortuary /'mo:r-tfa,wer-i/ n [C] a FUNERAL 
HOME 
mosaic /mou 'zer-1k/ n [C] a pattern or picture 


of many small pieces of colored stone or glass © a 
mosaic floor 


mosey /'mou-zi/ v [I always + adv/prep] infmi/ to 
walk or go slowly, usually without a special pur- 
pose 0 | think I’ll mosey on down to the beach for a 
while. 


Moslem /'maz:lam, 'mas-/ n, adj MUSLIM. 


mosque /mask/ n[C] a building for Islamic reli- 
gious activities and worship 


mosquito /moa'ski:t-ou/ n [C] p! mosquitoes, 
mosquitos a small flying insect that bites people 
and animals, and sucks their blood 


MOSss /mo:s/ n [U] a small green or yellow plant 
that grows esp. in wet earth or on rocks, walls, and 
tree trunks 


most /moust/ adj, adv 1 the biggest number or 
amount (of), or more than anything or anyone 
else; superlative of MANY or MUCH © Which of you 
earns the most money? © The kids loved the circus, 
and most of all the clowns. 2 Most is used to form 
the superlative of many adjectives and adverbs: 
Joanne is the most intelligent person | know. 3 Most 
also means almost all: | like most vegetables. 4 Most 
also means very: He argued his case most persua- 
sively. O Compare MORE 

most /moust/ pronoun © Most of the players are 
coming on the next bus. © Compare MORE 
mostly /'mous-tli/ adv [not gradable] in large de- 
gree or amount © The story seemed to be mostly 
true. © The group is mostly teenagers, with a few 
younger children. 


motel /mou'tel/ n [C] a hotel for people who 
arrive in their own cars, typically with all the rooms 
on one floor or a few floors, and with parking 
spaces near the rooms 


moth /mo:6/ n[C] an insect with wings which is 
similar to a BUTTERFLY and flies esp. at night 


mothball /'mo:6-b>:I/ n [C] a small ball con- 
taining chemicals with a strong smell, used esp. to 
protect wool clothing from MOTHS 


mother PARENT /'mad-ar/ n[C] a female parent 
© My mother was 20 when | was born. © Mother, 
where’s my red blouse? 
mother /'maé-ar/ v [T] to treat someone with 
kindness and affection and try to protect that per- 
son from danger or difficulty © Leave me alone — | 
don’t need to be mothered. 
motherhood /'madé-er ,hud/ n [U] the state of 
being a mother 
mother-in-law /'mad-a-rin lo:/ n [C] p! moth- 
ers-in-law the mother of someone’s wife or 
husband 
motherly /'maé-ar-li/ adj typical of a kind or car- 
ing mother 


EXTREME THING /'maé-ar/ n[U] the largest or most 
extreme example of something © They got caught 
in a mother of a storm. 


WORD FAMILY mother 


Nouns mother Verbs mother ° 
motherhood 


mother-in-law 


Adjectives motherly 
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Mrotner Nature 


Mother Nature n [U] nature or weather con- 
sidered as a force that has power over human 
beings 


mother-of-pearl /,maé-a-rav'parl/ n [U] a 
hard, shiny, white substance inside the shells of 
some sea animals that is used for decoration 


Mother’s Day n[C] the second Sunday in May 
in North America, when people express their love 
and appreciation for their mothers 


mother-to-be n [C] a pregnant woman 


motif /mou 'ti:f/ n[C] 1 a pattern or design © We 
chose curtains with a flower motif. 2 art, literature, 
music A motif is also an idea that appears repeat- 
edly in the work of an artist or in a piece of writing 
or music. 


motion MOVEMENT /'mou: fan/ n [C/U] 1 the 
act or process of moving, or a particular move- 
ment © [U] The rocking motion of the ship upset her 
stomach. © [C] She moved her finger in a circular 
motion. 2 Something in motion is moving or op- 
erating or has started: The alarm rang and suddenly 
everyone was in motion. © The governor's request set 
in motion the process for receiving federal funds. 
motionless /'mou:fan-las/ adj [not gradable] 
not moving 


SIGNAL /'mou: fan/ v [always + adv/prep] to make 
a signal to someone, usually with your hand or 
head © [T] He motioned me to sit down. © [I] | saw 
him motion to the man at the door. 


FORMAL REQUEST /'mou: fan/ n[C] 1 a formal re- 
quest, usually one made, discussed, and voted on 
at a meeting © [+ to infinitive] Someone made a 
motion to increase the membership fee. 2 A motion 
is also a request made to a judge in court for some- 
thing to happen. 


motion picture n[C] fmia movie 


motion sickness n [U] illness, esp. a need to 
vomit, caused by movement when traveling in a 
boat, car, or aircraft 


motive © /'mout-1v/ n [C] a reason for doing 
something © Does he have a motive for lying about 
where he was? © Judy moved to Florida because she 
likes it there, not for any ulterior motive (= secret 
reason). 
motivate © /'mout-a,vert/ v [T] © She's moti- 
vated by a desire to help people. 
motivated © /'mout:-s,vert-ad/ adj © The law- 
suit was politically motivated. © Heather is a highly 
motivated student (= she works hard). 
motivation @ /,mout-a'ver: fan/ n[C/U] 1 will- 
ingness to do something, or something that 
causes such willingness © [C] One motivation for 
reducing the staff was the need to cut costs. © [U] 
You need a lot of motivation to succeed. 2 literature 
Motivation in literature and film is the reason a 
character behaves a certain way. 


motley /'mat-li/ adj consisting of many different 
types, parts, or colors that do not seem to belong 
together © A motley crew of educators and students 
gathered at the seminar. 


motor ENGINE /'mout-ar/ n [C] an engine that 
makes a machine work or a vehicle move © an elec- 
tric/diesel motor. 
motorized /'mout-a ,raizd/ adj [not gradable] © 
a motorized wheelchair/telescope 
motorist /'mout-a-rast/ n [C] someone who 
drives a car or other road vehicle 


BODY MOVEMENT /'mout:ar/ adj [not gradable] 
relating to muscles that produce movement and 
the nerves and parts of the brain that control these 
muscles © motor skills 


motorbike /'mout-ar ,baik/ n [C] a small MO- 
TORGYCLE 


motorboat /'‘mout-ar bout/ n[C] a small boat 
that is powered by an engine 


motorcade /'mouvt-ar keid/ n [C] a group of 
cars or other vehicles traveling together, usually 
one behind the other © a presidential motorcade 


motorcycle /'mout-ar,sar-kal/ n [C] a two- 
wheeled vehicle powered by an engine 


motor home n[C] an Rv 


motor neuron n[C] biology a nerve cell that 
sends messages to muscles or GLANDS (= organs 
that produce chemical substances in the body) 


motor vehicle n [C] fmi a car, bus, truck or 
other vehicle powered by a motor that uses roads 


motorway /'mout:ar we1/ n[C] Br EXPRESSWAY 


mottled /'mat-ld/ adj marked with areas of dif- 
ferent colors in an irregular pattern © mottled skin 


motto /'mat-ou/ n [C] pi mottos, mottoes a 
word, phrase, or sentence that expresses the prin- 
ciples or belief of a person, group, country, or or- 
ganization © The motto printed on US currency is “In 
God We Trust.” 


mound /maund/ n[C] 1 a rounded pile of dirt, 
sand, stones, or other material, or a raised area of 
earth O We’re using that mound of sand to level the 
ground for our new pool. 2 A mound is also a 
rounded mass of something: a mound of spaghetti 


mount GET ONTO /maunt/ v [I/T] to get onto 
something © [T] The winners mounted the podium. 
© [I] When the horses were saddled we mounted up 
and rode away. 


GO UP /maunt/ v [T] to go up something © Reach- 
ing the porch, he mounted the steps. 


INCREASE /maunt/ v [I] to increase, rise, or get big- 
ger © Excitement mounted as the racers neared the 
finish. O Watch what you eat, because those calories 
really mount up. 
mounting /'maunt-1n/ adj [not gradable] o 
There's been mounting international criticism of the 
move. 


ORGANIZE /maunt/ v [T] to prepare and produce; 


to organize © He has the support needed to mount 
a successful campaign. 


ATTACH /maunt/ v [T] to attach something to 


something else so that it can be seen © Don’s plan- 
ning to mount these photographs. 
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Mount /maunt/, abbreviation Mt. n [U] (used esp. 
as part of the name of a place) a high hill or moun- 
tain © Mount Saint Helens o Mt. Fuji 


mountain HIGHPLACE /'maunt-2n/ n [C] a 
raised part of the earth’s surface, larger than a hill 
© the Blue Ridge Mountains © We're spending the 
weekend in the mountains (= an area with moun- 
tains). © The Rockies form the biggest North Ameri- 
can mountain range (= group of mountains). 
mountainous /'maunt:®n-as/ adj having many 
mountains © mountainous terrain 

LARGE AMOUNT /'maunt:?n/ n [C] a large amount 
of something © I’ve got mountains of work to do. © 
You ‘ll never eat that mountain of food. 


mountain bike n[C] a bicycle with thick tires 
that is made for riding on hills and rough ground 


mountain lion n[C] a COUGAR 


mountainside /‘maunt-2n said/ n [C] the 
sloping side of the mountain 


Mountie /'‘maunt-i/ n [C] infmi a member of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 


mourn /mo:rn, mourn/ v [I/T] to feel or express 
deep sadness, esp. because of someone’s death © 
[T] Frank is mourning the death of his father. 
mourner /'mo:r-nar, 'mour-/ n[C] a person who 
is feeling or expressing sadness, or who is at a 
funeral 
mournful /'mo:rn-fal, 'mourn-/ adj © We heard 
the mourntul cry of a wolf. 
mournfully /'mo:rn-fa-li, 'mourn-/ adv © He 
gazed mournfully out the window. 
mourning /'‘mo:r-nin, ‘mour-/ n [U] © The family 
is in morning. 


mouse ANIMAL /maus/ n [C] p! mice a type of 
small RODENT (= small mammal with sharp teeth) 
that has short, usually brown, gray, or white hair, 
a pointed face, and a long tail © a field mouse © pet 
mice 

COMPUTER DEVICE /maus/ n[C] p/mice a small de- 
vice with a ball inside that is moved by hand across 
a flat surface to control the movement of the CUR- 
SOR (= symbol that shows your position) on acom- 
puter screen 


mousetrap /'maus-treep/ n [C] a small device 
used for catching and usually killing mice 


mousse FOOD /mu:s/ n[C/U] a light food made 
from eggs mixed together with cream and other 
things, such as fruit, chocolate, or fish, and served 
cold © [C] a chocolate mousse 

BEAUTY SUBSTANCE /mui:s/ n [U] a light, creamy 
substance that is put on the hair or skin to improve 
its appearance or condition © styling/conditioning 
mousse 


moustache /'mas-tzf, ma'stef/ n [C] a 
MUSTACHE 


mousy, mousey /'mau-si, -zi/ adj (of hair) not 
shiny or attractive, or (of people) quiet and not 
interesting © mousy brown hair © He’s a meek, short, 
mousey man. 


move 


mouth Bopy PART /mavé/ n[C] the opening in 
the face used by a person or animal to eat food o 
| wish you wouldn't chew with your mouth open. 
mouth /maus, maué/ v [T] to move the lips as if 
speaking a word © | mouthed a single word, 
Wiease, © 
mouthful /'maué-ful/ n [C] 1 the amount of 
food or drink that fills your mouth, or that you put 
into your mouth at one time © Marj forked up a 
mouthful of pie. 2 infmi A mouthful is also a long 
word or sentence, or something said that has a lot 
of meaning: He has a mouthful to say on the subject. 


OPENING /mau@/ n[C usually sing] 1 the opening 
of a hole or cave © We looked down into the mouth 
of the volcano. 2 The mouth of a river is the place 
where it flows into the sea. 3 The opening of a 
bottle or JAR is also called a mouth. 


PHRASAL VERB with mouth 


e mouth off to express your opinions or complain, 
esp. loudly and in a way that shows no consider- 
ation or respect © Clark was mouthing off in the 
locker room after we lost, and he started a fight. 


mouthpiece PLACE FOR MOUTH /'maué-pi:s/ 
n[C] the part of a musical instrument, telephone, 
or other device that goes near, on, or between the 
lips 

OPINIONS /'maué-pi:s/ n [C] a person or a news- 
paper that expresses the opinions of others © He’s 
a mouthpiece for the pharmaceutical industry. 


mouth-to-mouth resuscitation, short 
form mouth-to-mouth n [U] a way to help get air 
into the lungs of a person who is not breathing by 
blowing into the person’s mouth 


mouthwash /'mave-waf, -wo:f/ n [C/U] a lig- 
uid used for keeping the mouth clean and smelling 
fresh 


mouth-watering adj (of food) having a very 
good appearance or smell that makes you want to 
eat 


move CHANGE BODY PLACE /mu:v/ v [I/T] to 
change the place or position of your body or a part 
of your body, or to cause someone’s body to do 
this © [I] They moved out of the way to let us past. 
© [T] “Can you move your fingers?” the doctor asked. 
O [I] | could hear someone moving around upstairs. 
© [T] The police moved the crowd along. © [I] We 
should get moving (= start to leave). © There will be 
room for Joan, if you move over (= go further to the 
side). 
move /mu:v/ n [U] © | hate the way my boss 
watches my every move (= everything | do). 
movement /'mu:v-mant/ n [C/U] © [C] the 
movements of the dancers © [U] There was no move- 
ment in his legs. 


CHANGE POSITION /mu:v/ v [I/T] (of a thing) to 
change position or place, or to cause something 
to change its position or place © [T] Will you help 
me move this table? © [|] There was no wind, and 
the flags were not moving at alll. ; 
move /mu:v/ n [C] a change of the position of 
one of the pieces in a game, or a player’s turn to 
move a piece © It’s your move. 
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mover and shaker 


MMOVET QNG STGROCR 


movable, moveable /'mu:-va-bal/ adj [not grad- 
able] able to be moved © We have movable screens 
dividing our office into working areas. 
movement /‘mu:v-mant/ n [C/U] © [U] Fire 
doors should be kept closed to prevent the movement 
of fire from one area to another. 

moving /'mu:-vip/ adj [not gradable] © This ma- 
chine has a lot of moving parts (= parts that change 
their position). 

GO /mu:v/ v [I/T] 1 to go to live or work in a dif- 
ferent place, or to cause someone to do this © [I] 
We’re moving next week. © [I] I’ve decided to move 
to the country. 2 To move can mean to change a 
person’s position in an organization or system, or 
to cause a person to be changed in this way: [I] 
He’s moving from the publicity department to sales. 
© [T] Carol has been moved (up) to a more advanced 
karate class. 
move /mu:v/ n[C] the act or process of moving 
© The office move is scheduled for March. 
mover /'mu:-var/ n [C usually pl] a person or a 
company whose business is to move furniture and 
other possessions to a different place 
moving /'mu:-vin/ n [U] © Any moving expenses 
will be paid by the company. 

CHANGE CONDITIONS /mu:v/ v [I/T] to change a 
situation or event, or to change the way some- 
thing happens or is done © [T] The meeting has 
been moved from Tuesday to Wednesday. © [I] People 
are moving toward buying products that don’t harm 
the environment. 
movement /'mu:v-mant/ n [C/U] © [C] There 
has been a movement toward smaller families. 

ACT /mu:v/ v [I/T] 1 to take action, or to cause 
someone to take action © [I] OK, everybody, let’s get 
things moving! © [I] If we don’t move quickly on this 
deal, we'll lose it. © [T] | can’t imagine what could 
have moved him to do such a thing. 2 To move is 
also to progress, or to cause something to pro- 
gress: [I] The building project is finally moving 
ahead. 
move /mu:v/ n [C] an action taken to cause 
something to happen © What do you think our next 
move should be? © Buying that property was a good/ 
smart move. 
movement /'‘mu:v-mant/ n[C] a group of peo- 
ple with a particular set of aims © The women’s 
movement works for better job opportunities for 
women. 


FEEL /mu:v/ v[T] to cause someone to have strong 
feelings, such as sadness or sympathy © Their kind- 
ness really moved me. © The film moved him to tears 
(= made him cry). 
moving /'mu:-vin/ adj [not gradable] © | found 
the novel deeply moving. 


SUGGEST /mu:v/ v[T] fm/to suggest something for- 


mally at a meeting or in a court of law © [+ that 
clause] | move that the proposal be accepted. 


IDIOMS with move 


emove heaven and earth to do something to do 
everything possible to make something happen © 
If Brian wants something, his parents will move 
heaven and earth to get it for him. 


eon the move 1 going to lots of different places 
° I’m sorry | didn’t call - I’ve been on the move all 
day. 2 On the move can also mean moving, esp. 
after having stopped © The troops were on the move 
again, this time ina line of trucks moving west. 


PHRASAL VERBS with move 


emove away to leave the place where you have 
been living to go to a different place 0 My best 
friend moved away. 

emove in to begin to live in a new place © When 
are you moving in to your new apartment? 0 We 
moved in in January. 

emove in on someone/something to threaten or 
attempt to take control of something or someone 
© The big corporations began to move in on the ac- 
tion once they saw they could make money. 


mover and shaker n [C] p/ movers and 


shakers someone who is willing to make big 
changes to get things done © The new director of 
the company is a real mover and shaker. 


movie /'mu:-vi/ n [C] 1 a series of moving pic- 


tures, often telling a story, usually shown in a the- 
ater or on television; film 2 A movie theater is a 
building in which movies are shown. 

movies /'mu:-vi:z/ pln the showing of movies at 
a theater O We went to the movies last night. 


moviegoer /'mu:-vi: gou-ar/ n [C] someone 


who goes to movies 


mow /mou/ v [T] past simp. mowed, past part. 


mown, mowed to cut grass or grain with a ma- 
chine or tool with a blade © [T] You can’t mow the 
grass if it’s wet. 

mower /'mou:ar/ n[C] © The lawn still took a few 
hours, even with the riding mower. 


PHRASAL VERB with mow 


«mow someone down [M] to hit and cause some- 
one or something to fall © The car didn’t stay in its 
lane, and mowed down a whole row of traffic cones. 


Mpg pl /n abbreviation for miles per gallon (= the 


distance in miles that a vehicle can travel on one 
gallon of fuel) © My car gets 29.7 mpg in the city. 


mph n [C] pimph abbreviation for miles per hour (= 


the number of miles a vehicle travels in one hour, 
a measure of its speed) © The speed limit is 55 mph. 


Mr. /'mis-tar/ n [U] a title for a man, used before 


the family name or full name, or sometimes before 
a position © Mr. Kaplan/Mr. David Kaplan © Good 
afternoon, Mr. Mendoza. © I’m afraid | can’t agree 
with what’s just been said, Mr. Chairman. 


mRNA n [U] biology abbreviation for MESSENGER 


RNA 


Mrs. /'mis-az, -as, Southern also miz, mis/ n [U] a 


title for a married woman, used before the family 
name or full name O Mrs. Schultz/Mrs. Doris Schultz 
© Hello, Mrs. Taylor, how are you today? 


Ms. /miz/ n [U] a title for a woman, used before 


the family name or full name © Ms. McCracken/Ms. 
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Elizabeth McCracken © What can ! do for you, Ms. 
Jackson? 


M.S. n [C] abbreviation for MASTER OF SCIENCE © 
Marj has an M.S. in biology. 


MSG n [U] abbreviation for MONOSODIUM GLU- 
TAMATE 


much GREAT /matf/ adj, adv comparative more, 
superlative most great in amount, degree, or range 
© Mark’s got too much work to do. 0 | don’t have 
much money to spend. © Jody doesn’t eat very much. 
© It doesn’t matter that much to me whether we go 
or not. © Thank you so/very much. © She doesn’t go 
out much (= often). © He’s feeling much better/worse 
(= a lot better or worse). © Rita would much rather 
have her baby at home than in a hospital (= She 
would greatly prefer it). © USAGE: Much is used 
with singular, uncountable nouns. © Compare 
MANY 
much /mat{/ pronoun, n[U] a great amount, de- 
gree, or range © There’s not much to do around 
here. © He’s still recovering, and sleeps much of the 
time. » Usage: many, much, or a lot of? at MANY 

AMOUNT /mat{/ n [U] an amount or degree of 
something © How much sugar do you take in your 
coffee? 0 How much do these shoes cost? 

NEARLY /matf/ adv comparative more, superlative 
most nearly; approximately © The two schools are 
much the same. © She is so much like her mother. 


IDIOM with much 


emuch less do something and certainly not do 
something that is more difficult © Tony can’t boil 
an egg, much less cook dinner. 


muck /mak/ n[U] wet, sticky dirt © It was hard to 
walk in the muck. 


mucus /'mju:-kas/ n[U] biology a sticky, wet liq- 
uid produced by GLANDS (= special organs) inside 
the nose, throat, and other parts of the body that 
help to protect them 


mud /mad/ n[U] wet, sticky earth © The car got 
stuck in the mud. 
muddy /'mad-i/ adj © a muddy road 


IDIOM with mud a 


emuddy the waters to make a situation unnec- 
essarily complicated and less clear © His suggestions 
just muddied the waters further, rather than helping 
the situation. 


muddle /'mad-l/ n [C] a messy and confused 
state O Her life was in a muddle. 
muddled /'mad-ld/ adj confusing and not 
clearly reasoned © muddled thinking © The book’s 
message is hopelessly muddled. 


PHRASAL VERB with muddle 


emuddle through to manage to do something 
although you are not organized or prepared to do 
it 0 | don’t know how to keep score — I'll just have to 
muddle through. 


mudslide /'‘mad:slaid/ n[C] a large amount of 
wet dirt that moves down a hill or mountain and 


multicellular 


that can cause a lot of death and destruction © The 
vice president surveyed the damage today from 
flooding and mudslides. 


mudslinging, mud-slinging /'madslig-in/ n 
[U] the act of saying insulting or unfair things 
about someone else, esp. to damage that person’s 
reputation © /t was a dirty, mud-slinging political 
campaign. 


muff /maf/ v [T] infm! to fail to catch a ball, or do 
something badly © She muffed her lines in her first 
stage appearance. 


muffin /'maf-an/ n [C] a small, round, usually 
sweet bread, baked in a pan 


muffle /'maf-al/ v [T] to make a sound quieter 
and less clear © Ted and | looked at each other with 
open mouths and muffled our laughs in our sleeves. 
muffled /'maf-ald/ adj [not gradable] © | could 
hear muffled voices next door, but couldn’t make out 
any words. 
muffler /'maf-lar/ n [C] a device on a vehicle 
which reduces noise 


muffler /‘maf-lar/ n [C] a long strip of cloth, of- 
ten of wool, worn around the neck for warmth; 
SCARF 


mug CUP /mag/ n[C] a large cup with a handle 
on the side, used esp. for hot drinks, and usually 
used without a SAUCER (= plate below it) 

ATTACK /mag/ v [T] -gg- to attack a person, using 
force or threats of force to steal that person’s 
money or possessions © He was mugged in broad 
daylight. 
mugger /‘mag-ar/ n [C] © He helped police nab 
the mugger who jumped him. 


muggy /'mag-:i/ adj (of weather) very warm and 
HUMID (= containing a lot of very small drops of 
water in the air) 


mulatto /mu 'lat-ou, mju-/ n [C] dated a person 
who has one black parent and one white parent 
or is of mixed black and white origin 


mulberry /'mal,ber-i/ n [C] a tree with wide, 
dark green leaves, or its small purple or white fruit 


mulch /malt{/ n [C/U] a covering, esp. of decay- 
ing leaves, grass, or plant material, used to keep 
water in the earth near plants or to protect them 
from WEEDS (= unwanted plants) 


mute /mju:l/ n [C] an animal whose mother is a 
horse and whose father is a DONKEY, used esp. for 
transporting loads 


mull over something /‘mal'ou-var/ phrasal 
verb [M] to think carefully about something for a 
period of time © / need a few days to mull things 
over before | decide. 


mullah /‘mal-a, 'mul-a/ n[C] an Islamic religious 
teacher or leader 


miulti- /,mal-ti, ;mal-tai/ prefix used to add the 
meaning “many” © multiethnic © multimedia © 
multi-million dollar 


multicellular /mal-ti:'sel-ja-lar, ;mal ,tat-/ adj 
[not gradable] biology made of many cells 
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multicultural 
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multicultural /,mal-ti:'kal-tfa-ral, mal ,tar-/ 
adj [not gradable] relating to a number of different 
cultures, esp. to the traditions of people of differ- 
ent religions and races © The school board strongly 
endorsed a curriculum that reflected a multicultural 
education. 
multiculturalism /,mal-ti:'kal-tfa-ra,liz-am, ,mal 
jtar-/n [U] 


multidimensional © /,ma\-ti:-da'men- fan- 
al, mal ,tar-/adj having many different features © /n- 
ternational terrorism poses a _ multidimensional 
threat. 


multilateral /,mal-ti:'lzt-a-ral,_,mal,tal-/ adj 
[not gradable] involving more than two groups or 
countries © a multilateral trade agreement 


multimedia /,mal-ti:'mi:d-i:-a, ,mal,tai-/ n 
[U] the use of a combination of pictures, sound, 
and words, used esp. in computers or entertain- 
ment © a multimedia production 


multinational /mal-ti:'nzJ-an-4l, ,mal ,tar-/ 
adj [not gradable] social studies involving or re- 
lating to different countries, or (of a business) op- 
erating in different countries © multinational 
corporations 


multiple MANY /'mal-ta-pal/ adj [not gradable] 
consisting of or involving many things or types of 
things © Make multiple copies of the report. 


NUMBER /'mal-ta-pal/ n [C] mathematics a num- 
ber that results from multiplying one number by 
another when at least one of them is a WHOLE 
NUMBER (= a number with no part of a number 
after it) © 78 is a multiple of 3, because 6 X 3=18. 


multiple-choice agj [not gradable] (of ques- 
tions or tests) giving you a list of possible answers 
that you have to choose from 


multiplex /'mal-ta,pleks/ n [C] a large movie 
theater building that has several separate movie 
theaters inside it O What’s playing at the multiplex? 


multiplication sign n[C] mathematics the 
symbol x or the symbol - used between two num- 
bers to show that they should be multiplied 
together 


multiplicity /,mal-ta'plis-at-i/ n [U] a large 
number or wide range of items © She knew a mul- 
tiplicity of languages. 


multiply CALCULATE /'mal-to,plai/ v_ [I/T] 
mathematics to add a number to itself a particular 
number of times © [T] /f you multiply 7 by 15 you 
get 105. 0 Compare DIVIDE CALCULATE; ADD CAL- 
CULATE 
multiplication /,mal-ta-pla'ker-fan/ n[U] math- 
ematics the process of multiplying numbers © 
Emma’s learning multiplication (= how to multiply 
numbers) in school. 


INCREASE /'mal-ta,plar/ v [I/T] to increase greatly 
in number © [I] The viruses multiply within the body. 


multitude /'‘mal-ta,tu:d/ n a large number of 
things © [U] Two large circles are surrounded by a 
multitude of small, colorful squares. © [pl] As man- 
ager of the restaurant, his job is to feed the multi- 
tudes (= large numbers of people). 


MumM SILENT /mam/ adj [not gradable] silent in 
order not to tell anyone what you know © The gov- 
ernor is keeping mum about his plans. 


FLOWER /mam/ n [C] short form of CHRYSANTHEMUM 


mumble /'mam-bal/ v [I/T] to speak quietly or 
in an unclear way so that the words are difficult to 
understand © [T] She mumbled something about 
needing to be home, then left. © [|] He often mum- 
bles, and | never know what he’s asking me. 


mumbo jumbo /, mam-bou'd3am-bou/ n[U] 
words or activities that are urinecessarily compli- 
cated or mysterious and seem meaningless © Fi- 
nancial information is just mumbo jumbo to me. 


mummy /'mam-i/ n[C] (esp. in ancient Egypt) 
a dead body that has been preserved from decay, 
esp. by being treated with special substances be- 
fore being wrapped in cloth 


mumps /mamps/ n[U] an infectious disease that 
causes painful swellings in the neck and throat and 
a fever 


munch /mant{/ v [I/T] to eat something with a 
loud chewing sound, or to SNACK (= eat a small 
amount of food between meals) © [I] He was 
munching on an apple. 
munchies /'man-tfl:z/ p/n small, light foods 
eaten between meals, at a party, etc. 0 Do you have 
any munchies — maybe potato chips or crackers? 


mundane /man'dein, 'man-detn/ adj ordinary 
and not interesting in any way © The show was just 
another mundane family sitcom. 


municipal /mju'nts-9-pal/ adj [not gradable] of 
or belonging to a town or city © municipal services 
municipality /mju ,nis-9'pzel-at-i/ n[C] a city or 
town with its own local government, or this local 
government itself 


munitions /mju'nif-anz/ p/n military weapons 
such as guns and bombs 


muon /'mju:-an/ n[C] physics a very small piece 
of matter with the same negative CHARGE STORE 
ENERGY as an ELECTRON, but much larger 


mural /'mjur-al/ n [C] a large picture painted on 
a wall 


murder /‘m3rd-ar/ n [C/U] 1 the crime of inten- 
tionally killing a person © [C] There were three mur- 
ders in the town last year. O [U] He was convicted of 
murder, 2 \f you say that something is murder, you 
mean it is very difficult or takes a lot of work: [U] 
It's’ murder finding a parking space in_ this 
neighborhood. 
murder /'mard-or/ v [T] © Her husband was 
murdered. 
murderer /'mard-a-rar/ n [C] © a convicted 
murderer 
murderous /'mard-a-ras/ adj involving murder 
or violence © the murderous reign of the emperor 
Caligula 


WORD FAMILY murder 


Nouns murder 
murderer 


Adjectives murderous 
Adverbs 


murderously 


Verbs murder 
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muster 
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murk /mark/ n [U] darkness or a thick cloud, 
which prevents you from seeing clearly © a dense 
murk of smog 
murky /'m3r-ki/ adj © murky waters © The movie 
has dumb characters and a murky plot (= it is diffi- 
cult to understand). 


murmur /'m3r-mar/ v [I/T] to speak or say very 
quietly © “/ love you,” she murmured. 
murmur /'m3r-mar/ n [C] © a murmur of voices 


muscle /'mas-al/ n [C/U] 1 biology a mass of 
tissue in the body, often attached to bones, that 
can tighten and relax to produce movement 2 
Muscle is also the power to do things or to make 
people behave in a certain way: [U] Republicans are 
flexing some political muscle. 
muscle /'mas-al/ v [always + adv/prep] to force 
your way into a place or situation © [T] Starks mus- 
cled his way to the basket. © [I] Amanda muscled in 
on our meeting. 


muscle-bound adj having muscles that are 
too developed and make it difficult to move 
normally 


muscular /'mas-kja-lar/ adj having well-devel- 
oped muscles © muscular arms/legs 


muse THINK /mju:z/ v[I/T] to think about some- 
thing carefully and for a long time © [I always + 
adv/prep] At breakfast, he allowed himself to muse 
about his presidency. 

IMAGINARY FORCE /mju:z/ n [C/U] an imaginary 
force that gives you ideas and helps you to write, 
paint, or make music, or a physical representation 
of this force 


museumM /mju'zi:-am/ n (C] a building where 
people can go to view works of art or objects of 
interest to science or history © an art/science/nat- 
ural history museum 


mush /maf/ n [vu] any thick, soft substance, such 
as food that has been boiled too long © The rain 
turned the ground into clay and then to mush. 
mushy /'mafJ-i/ adj [-er/-est only] © The yards still 
too mushy to mow the grass. 


mushroom PLANT /'maf-ru:im, -rum/ n [C] 
any one of many types of fast-growing FUNGUS (= 
plants without leaves or flowers) with a round top 
and short stem, many of which are used as food © 
wild mushrooms 9 mushroom soup © a pizza with 
mushrooms 

GROW /'mafJ-ru:m, -rum/ v [I] to grow quickly.o If 
your business were to mushroom, would you be 
happy? 


music /‘mju:-zik/ n[U] a pattern of sounds made 
by instruments or by singing or by a combination 
of both, or the written symbols representing these 
sounds © classical/folk/country/rap music © Music 
blared from a jukebox. © She started composing mu- 
sic when she was 14. 
musical /'mju:-zi-kal/ adj © Musical instruments 
hang from the walls of the restaurant. © Everyone in 
our family is musical (= can sing or play an instru- 
ment, or likes music a lot). 


musician /mju'zif-an/ n [C] a person who is 
skilled in playing music, usually as a job © a jazz/ 
classical/rock musician 


WORD FAMILY music 


Nouns music 
musical 
musician 


Adjectives musical 
unmusical 


Adverbs 


musically 


IDIOM with music 


emusic to your ears something you are pleased to 
hear about © When she said they would make a 
profit, it was music to Richard's ears. 


musk /mask/ n [U] a natural substance with a 
strong, sweet smell 
musky /‘mas-ki/ adj © a warm, musky odor 


musket /'mas-kat/ n [C] a type of gun with a 
long BARREL that was used in the past 


Muslim /‘maz-lom, 'mus-, 'muz-/, Moslem n[C] 
a person who follows the religion of ISLAM 
Muslim /'maz-lam, 'mus-, ‘muz-/ adj [not grad- 
able] © a Muslim mosque 


muslin /'‘maz-lan/ n[U] a type of thin cotton ma- 
terial © a muslin shirt/blouse 


muss /mas/ v[T] to make messy © Don’t muss my 
hair (up) — 1 just had it styled. 


mussel /'mas-al/ n[C] a small, edible sea animal 
that has a dark shell with two parts that close 
tightly together 


must NECESSARY /mast, mast/ modal verb must 
T used to show that it is necessary or important 
that something happen in the present or future © 
Seeing what others have and she lacks, she believes 
that she must have more. © We must not surprise 
them (= it is wrong, dangerous, or forbidden). 2 If 
you say that you must do something, you can 
mean that you have a firm intention to do some- 
thing in the future: / must call my sister later. 3 Must 
is sometimes used for emphasis: / must admit | en- 
joy these movies. ‘ 
must /mast/ n[C] something that is necessary © 
If you live in the suburbs a car is a must. 
PROBABLY /mast, mast/ modal verb must used to 
show that something is likely, probable, or certain 
to be true © Death must be better than this. o “It 
must have been fun.” “No, it wasn’t.” 


mustache /'mas:tef, ma'stef/, moustache n 
[C] hair that grows above the upper lip © He’s a 
slender man with a trim mustache. 


mustard /'mas-tard/ n [U] a yellow or brown 
thick liquid that tastes spicy and is eaten in small 
amounts, esp. on meat and sandwiches © a hot dog 
with mustard 


muster PRODUCE /'mas-tar/ v [T] to produce or 
encourage an emotion or support for something 
© | shouted with all the lung power | could muster. 
GATHER /'mas-tar/ v [I/T] to gather together as a 
group or force, or to cause a force to gather, esp. 


dz jump | j yes | 4 little | 9m hm | ®n cotton | 9 sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 4 this | tf choose | 3 measure 
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in preparation for a fight © [T] Opponents will have 
to muster at least 23 votes to defeat the bill. 


musty /'mas-ti/ adj [-er/-est only] smelling old 
and slightly wet © a musty room 


mutagenic /,mju:t-a'd3gen-1k/ adj [not grada- 
ble] biology having the ability to cause a perma- 
nent change in an organism’s GENES 


mutant /'mju:t-ent/ n[C] biology a new type of 
organism that is a result of the process of 
MUTATION 
mutate /'mju:-tert/ v [I] to become changed as 
a result of MUTATION 


mutation /miju:'ter-fan/ n [C/U] biology the 
change that happens in an organism’s GENES 
which produces differences that are passed to new 
organisms by reproduction, or the process of this 
change 


mute /mju:t/ adj [not gradable] (of a person) 
completely unable or unwilling to speak, or (of a 
place, object, or activity) silent 0 He stood mute 
before the judge. © The decay of Dawson City bore 
mute testimony to the end of the gold rush era. 
muted /'mju:t-ad/ adj 1 not loud, or not enthu- 
siastic O Her reaction was muted. 2 Muted colors 
are not bright. 


mutilate /'mju:t-l,ert/ v [T] to damage very 
seriously, esp. by violently removing a part 
mutijation /,mju:t-4l'er-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] Crea- 
tures living in the woods were blamed for the muti- 
lation of animals in the village. 


mutiny /'mju:t-2n-i/ n [C/U] refusal to obey 
orders, or a violent attempt to take control from 
people in authority, esp. in the military or on a ship 
0 [U] Walker’s superiors charged him with mutiny. 
mutiny /'mju:t-9n-i/ v [I] © The crew mutinied and 
took over the ship. 
mutinous /'mju:t-®n-as/ adj © Mutinous troops 
failed to overthrow the government. 


mutt /mat/ n[C] infmla MONGREL 


mutter /'mat-ar/ v {I/T] to speak quietly and in 
a voice that is not easy to hear, often when you 
are anxious or complaining about something © [I] 
He muttered to himself as he walked. © [T] | heard 
him mutter something. © “There has to be another 
way,” he muttered. 


mutton /'mat-9n/ n[U] the meat from an adult 
sheep 


mutual © /'mju:-tfe-wal/ adj [not gradable] 1 
(of two or more people or groups) feeling the 
same emotion, or doing the same thing to or for 
each other © The organization promotes mutual un- 
derstanding between peoples. © We let the subject 
drop, by mutual agreement. 2 A mutual friend is 
someone who is a friend of each of two or more 
other people: They were gossiping about parties and 
mutual friends. 
mutually © /'mju:-t{a-wa-li/ adv [not gradable] 
O A lot of people still think brains and beauty are 
mutually exclusive (= cannot exist together at the 
same time). 


mutual fund /'mju:-tfa-wal,fand/ n [C] a 
company that sells shares to the public and invests 
the money obtained in many different companies 
or lends it to governments 


mutualism /'mju:-t{a-we,liz-am/ n [U] biol- 
ogy a relationship between two organisms in 
which they live together and benefit each other 


muzzle ANIMALNOSE /'maz-al/ n [C] the 
mouth and nose of an animal, esp. a dog or a 
horse, or a covering put over this in order to pre- 
vent the animal from biting 
muzzle /'maz:-al/ v [T] © Dangerous dogs should 
be muzzled. 


PREVENT EXPRESSION /'maz:al/ v [T] to prevent 
someone from speaking or expressing his or her 
thoughts © Frank will continue to muzzle his critics. 


GUN PART /'maz:al/ n[C] the end of a gun BARREL 
(= the cylindrical part of a gun), where the bullets 
come out 


MVP nr [C] abbreviation for most valuable player (= 
an award given to a player in sports who is judged 
most important to the sport, team, or game) © He 
was named the league’s MVP two years in a row. 


my /mat/ pronoun 1 belonging to or connected 
with me; the possessive form of |, used before a 
noun © | think about my father and my mother. © 
He wanted to be my friend. 0 My mind went abso- 
lutely blank. 2 My own is used to emphasize that 
something belongs to or is connected with me and 
no one else: / bit my own hand. 


IDIOMS with my 


«be my guest yes, definitely; | do not mind © “Can 
| take this seat?” “Be my guest.” 

emy, (oh, my), my, my used to express surprise or 
pleasure O My, this food is wonderful. 0 My, oh, my, 
what a strange haircut! 


myopic /mar'ap:-tk, -'ou-pik/, near-sighted adj 
unable to see clearly things that are far away 


myriad /'mir-i:-ad/ n[C usually sing] a very large 
number © There’s a myriad of insects on the island. 
myriad /'mir-i:-ad/ adj [not gradable] 0 A cloud 
of dust was raised by their myriad feet. 


myself /mar'self, ma-/ pronoun 1 the person 
speaking; the reflexive form of | © | found myself 
addressing a tall elegant man in his mid-forties. 2 
Myself is sometimes used to emphasize | as the 
subject of a sentence: / myself prefer to skip lunch. 
3 Myself is sometimes used instead of | or me: They 
very kindly invited my sister and myself to the party. 
© | live by myself (= alone) in a small apartment in 
Brooklyn. © | had to do the whole job (all) by myself 
(= alone and without help from anyone). © / just 
need some time to myself (= for my own use). 


mystery /'mis-ta-ri, -tri/ n [C/U] 1 something 
strange or unknown which has not yet been ex- 
plained or understood © [C] Despite years of study, 
sleepwalking remains a mystery. © [U] The details of 
the scandal are shrouded in mystery. 2 A mystery is 
also a book, movie, or play about a crime or other 
event that is difficult to explain: [C] a murder 
mystery 
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mysterious /mis'tir-i:-as/ adj © He tried to con- 
vince this mysterious woman to go out with him. 
mysteriously /mis'tir-i:-a-sli/ adv © The light 
mysteriously came on, although no one was near the 
switch. 


IDIOM with mystery 


ea mystery to me something | do not understand 
O It’s a mystery to me why she married him in the 
first place! 


mysticism /'mis-ta,siz-am/ n[U] the belief that 
it is possible to directly obtain truth or achieve 
communication with God or other forces control- 
ling the universe by prayer and CONTEMPLATION 
(= serious, quiet consideration) 
mystic /'mis-ttk/ n[C] a person who tries to com- 
municate directly with God or other forces con- 
trolling the universe 
mystical /'mis-tr-kal/, mystic /'mis-tik/ adj © a 
mystical experience 


mystify /'mis-ta fai/ v [T] to confuse someone 
or make someone uncertain by doing or involving 


myth 


the person in something difficult to explain 0 Doc- 
tors were mystified by her high fever and headaches. 


mystique /mis'ti:k/ n [U] a quality of mysteri- 
ous attraction © The specialty shop creates a mys- 
tique for tea like the one surrounding coffee. 


myth /mié/ n [C/U] 1 literature a traditional 
story, esp. one which explains the early history or 
a cultural belief or practice of a group of people, 
or explains a natural event © [C] Kids like the stories 
about the gods and goddesses of Greek and Roman 
myths. 2 A myth is also a commonly believed but 
false idea: [C] Equal opportunity continues to be a 
myth for many. 
mythical /'m16-1-kal/ adj 1 Grandpa tells stories 
about dragons and other mythical creatures. 2 
Mythical also means imaginary or not real: /’d like 
to see that mythical girlfriend he’s always talking 
about. 
mythology /m1@'al-a-d3i/ n [U] myths in gen- 
eral © We’re studying classical mythology in English. 
mythological /,m19-a'lad3-1-kal/ adj [not grad- 
able] © mythological tales 
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N n 


N, n /en/ n[C] pi N’s, Ns, n’s, ns the 14th letter of 
the English alphabet 


N., No. adj, n [U] abbreviation for NORTH or 
NORTHERN 


NAACP n [U] abbreviation for National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (= an or- 
ganization whose goal is to make certain that peo- 
ple of all races are treated equally). 


nab /nzb/ v [T] -bb- infmi to catch someone or 
take something suddenly © The thief was nabbed 
as he left the store. 


nag /ned/ v[I/T] -gg- to annoy a person by mak- 
ing continual criticisms or suggestions © [T] My 
mom’s always nagging me to get my hair cut. 
nagging /'neeg:1n/ adj oO She has a nagging cough 
(= a cough that worries you because it does not 
completely stop). 


nah /ne, na/ adv infmi no © Nah, it doesn’t work 
that way. 


nail METAL /neil/ n[C] a thin piece of metal hav- 
ing a pointed end that is forced into wood or an- 
other substance by hitting the other end with a 
hammer, and is used esp. to join two pieces or to 
hold something in place 
nail /netl/ v [T] 1 to attach or fasten with a nail 
or nails © [M] Workmen were nailing down the car- 
pet. 2 If you nail something shut, you put nails in 
it to fasten it so that it cannot easily be opened: 
He nailed the box shut. 3 infmi To nail someone is 
to catch someone in a dishonest or illegal act: We 
finally nailed the guys dumping garbage in the park. 


BODY PART /neil/ n [C] the hard, smooth part at 
the upper end of each finger and toe 


IDIOM with nail 


¢(as) tough as nails, (as) hard as nails strong and 
very determined © She is a warm and friendly per- 
son, but she is also as tough as nails at work. 


PHRASAL VERB with nail 


enail something down [M] to make something 
certain or final © He’s traveling all over the state to 
nail down support for his senate campaign. 


nailbrush /‘neil-braf/ n [C] a small, stiff brush 
used for cleaning your nails 


nail file n [C] a strip of metal with a rough sur- 
face, for smoothing and shaping the ends of your 
nails 


nail polish n [U] a shiny liquid substance used 
to decorate the nails of your fingers or toes 


naive /nat'i:v/ adj too ready to believe someone 
or something, or to trust that someone’s intentions 
are good, esp. because of a lack of experience 0 It 
was naive of her to think that she would ever get her 
money back. 


naked /'nei-kad/ adj [not gradable] not wearing 
any clothes 


name /neim/ n[C] 1 a word or words that a per- 
son or thing is known by © Hello, my name is Beth. 
© Do you remember the name of that town we visited 
in Maine? © I’m looking for someone by the name 
of (= who has the name) Stephen Weinberg. 2 A 
name is also a reputation, esp. a good one: She 
had made a name for herself as an architect by the 
time she was thirty. 3 A name is also a famous per- 
son or thing: He’s a big name in the field of fashion. 
© They wanted a name band for the wedding. 
name /ne1m/ v[T] 1 to give a name to someone 
or something © They decided to name their first child 
Benjamin. 2 To name is also to choose or to state 
publicly: The president has yet to name a new am- 
bassador to Russia. 
nameless /'nerm-las/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
person’s name) unknown or not given publicly © 
We are pleased to report a large gift to the school 
from someone who wishes to remain nameless. 


WORD FAMILY name 


Nouns name Verbs name 


named rename 


unnamed 
nameless 


Adjectives 
Adverbs 


namely 


IDIOMS with name 


ein name only having a particular title or name 
without the characteristics or duties that usually 
come with that title o /t’s an island in name only, 
since it’s been joined to the mainland now by landfill. 
ein the name of something, in something’s name 
in order to do or become something © In the name 
of being cool, kids miss out on a lot of fun activities. 
© Are you willing to be worked to death in the name 
of competition? 

ename names to tell the names of people who 
are involved in something bad or illegal O She said 
she would never name names, even if she were of- 
fered money. 

ethe name of the game the main purpose of an 
activity © /n professional sports, winning is the name 
of the game. 


name-dropping 1 [U] disapproving the habit 
of mentioning the names of famous or important 
people that you know or pretend to know, in order 
to make yourself seem more important 


namely /'neim-li/ adv [not gradable] to be spe- 
cific © He suggested that these so-called contribu- 
tions are something else, namely taxes. 


namesake /'neim-seik/ n [C usually sing] a 
person or thing with the same name as another 
person or thing 


nanny /'nzn-i/ n[C] awoman employed to take 
care of children in the children’s home © She relied 
ona nanny to care for her baby during the week. 


nanotechnology /,nzen-ou ,tek'nal-a-d3i/-n 
[U] the science of making extremely small devices 
the size of atoms and MOLECULES 
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National Guard 
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nap /nzp/ n[C] a brief sleep, esp. during the day 
nap /nep/ v [I] -pp- © While the children nap after 
lunch, their teachers will get a break. 


nape /neip/ n [C usually sing] the back of the 
neck © Her hair was gathered at the nape of her 
neck. 


napkin /'nep-kan/, Cdn, Brserviette n[C] a piece 
of cloth or paper used at meals to protect your 
clothes and to clean your lips or fingers 


nappy /‘nzp-i/ n[C] Br DIAPER 


narcotic /nar'kat-1k/ n [C] a type of drug that 
causes sleep and that is used medically to reduce 
the strength of pain, and that in some forms is also 
used illegally 
narcotic /nar'kat-1k/ adj © narcotic painkillers 


narrative /‘nzr-at-1v/ n [C] literature a story 
or a description of events 0 The novel is a wonderful 
narrative of wartime adventure. 


narrator /‘nzr-eit-ar/ n[C] literature a person 
who tells a story, or a person who speaks during a 
film or television program not as an actor but to 
describe or discuss the pictures being shown © Mi- 
chael Caine is the narrator in the documentary film. 
narrate /'neer-eit, nzr'‘ert/ v[I/T] to act as a nar- 
rator for something shown © [T] We have to hire a 
professional to narrate the video. 
narration /nezer'er-fan/ n [C/U] literature the 
telling of a story, or the work of a narrator 


narrow SMALL /'ner-ou/ adj 1 having a small 
distance from one side to the other © Scenes from 
the movie were filmed in some of Rome’s ancient, 
narrow streets. 2 Narrow also means slight, esp. as 
a measure of difference: He was defeated in the 
election by a narrow margin. © It was a narrow vic- 
tory, with the golf tournament decided by a single 
stroke. 3 Narrow also means only just successful: 
He had a narrow escape, getting out of the car just 
before it burst into flames. 
narrow /‘ner-ou/ v [I/T] to become or make 
something narrower or smaller © [I] The road nar- 
rows from four lanes to two when you leave town. © 
[T] Senate leaders met again to try to narrow the 
budget deficit. 
narrowly /'neer-a-li/ adv © Voters narrowly de- 
feated the proposed school budget (= a small num- 
ber of votes defeated it). 


LIMITED /'nzer-ou/ adj limited in range © The local 
newspaper tends to focus on narrow regional issues. 


narrow-minded adj [not gradable] unwilling 
to accept or consider other people’s different ideas 
and behavior 


NASA /'nes-9/ n [U] abbreviation for National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administration (= the US gov- 
ernment organization that plans and controls 
space travel and the scientific study of space). 


nasal /'ne-zal/ adj 1 of or related to the nose o 
This medicine is supposed to relieve nasal congestion. 
2 If a person’s voice is nasal, the sound is produced 
through the nose: He had a high, unpleasant, nasal 
voice. 


nascent /'ner-sant/ adj in the earliest stages of 
development © Everyone in this nascent business is 
still struggling with basic issues. 


nasty /'nzs-ti/ adj mean, unpleasant, or offensive 
© He was, to be honest, a nasty man, with never a 
kind word for anyone. © | got a rather nasty (= se- 
vere) cut from the garage door. 


nation /'ner-fan/ n [C] 1 a country, esp. when 
thought of as a large group of people living in one 
area with their own government, language, and 
traditions © Most industrialized nations of the world 
will be represented at the conference. © Throughout 
the nation today people will go to the polls to elect 
a new government. 2 A nation is also an American 
Indian group, esp. one that is a member of an 
American Indian FEDERATION. 

national /'nzJ-an-l/ adj [not gradable] relating 
to all parts of a nation or to a nation as a whole 
rather than to any part of it © National headquar- 
ters of the company are in Atlanta, with branches 
throughout the country. © National news goes on the 
front page of the newspaper, with local news in the 
second section. 

national /'nzJ-an-4l/ n[C usually pl] a citizen of 
a particular or different country © Irish/Mexican na- 
tionals © a foreign national 

nationality /,nzJ-a'nzl-at-i/ n [C/U] the state 
of belonging to a particular country or being a citi- 
zen of a particular nation © [C] “What's your na- 
tionality?” “I’m from Brazil.” © [C] New York City is 
home to people of many nationalities. 

nationally /'nzf-an-l-i/ adv © The football 
game, to be nationally televised, will begin at 9. 
nationalism /'nzf-an-l,1z-am/ n [U] 1 social 
studies the feelings of affection and -pride that 
people have for their country 2 politics & govern- 
ment Nationalism is also the desire for political in- 
dependence in a country that is controlled by or 
part of another country: The government is alarmed 
at the rise of nationalism among its ethnic minorities. 
nationalist /'nzeJs-an-l-ast/ adj politics & gov- 
ernment supporting political independence for a 
group within a nation © His views were those of the 
nationalist Quebec government. 

nationalistic /,nzf-an-l'ts-tik/ adj politics & 
government strongly supporting your country or 
its political independence © A series of nationalistic 
speeches prepared the country for going to war. 
» Usage: country, land, nation, or state? at COUN- 
TRY POLITICAL UNIT 


WORD FAMILY nation 


Adjectives national 
international 
multinational 
nationalistic 


Nouns nation 
national 
multinational 
nationalism 
nationalist 


: : Adverbs 
nationality 


nationally 
internationally 


nationalize 


national anthem n [C] a country’s official 
song, often played on public occasions 


National Guard n [U] the state military force 
that is available for service in state and federal 
emergencies 
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nationalize 
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nationalize /'nz§-an-4l ,aiz/ v [T] social stud- 
ies to bring business, industry, or land under the 
control or ownership of the government © The pro- 
gram’s huge cost makes it unlikely that Congress will 
try to nationalize health care in the near future. 
nationalization /,nzJ-an-*l-9'zer- fan, -a1'zel- 
fan/ n [(U] 


national park n[C] an area that is owned and 
maintained by the government because of its nat- 
ural beauty or importance to history © Yellowstone 
National Park 


nationwide / ne1-fan'waid/ adj [not gradable] 
existing or happening in all parts of a particular 
country © A nationwide survey of mothers revealed 
some very interesting things about what mothers 
want from fathers. 
nationwide /,ne1-fan'waid/ adv [not gradable] 
© The performances were taped for telecasting 
nationwide. 


native /‘nert-1v/ adj [not gradable] 1 of or relat- 
ing to the place where you were born © This was 
his first visit to his native land in 30 years. © Larry is 
a native Texan (= He was born in Texas). © His na- 
tive language is Spanish, but he speaks English with- 
out a trace of an accent. 2 Someone or something 
native to a place was born or started to develop 
there: Corn is native to North America. 
native /'neit-1v/ n [C] 1 a person born in a par- 
ticular place © He was a native of Indianapolis and 
a graduate of Indiana University. 2 dated A native is 
also a person who was born and lived in a country 
before Europeans began to visit and live there: Ra- 
leigh wanted the cooperation of the natives and 
treated the Indians with respect. O USAGE: This use 
is considered offensive. 


Native American, American Indian n [C] a 
member of any of the groups of people that lived 
in North America before the Europeans arrived 


Nativity /na'tiv-at-i/ n [U] the birth of Jesus, 
celebrated by Christians at Christmas © the Nativity 
story 


NATO, Nato /'neit-ou/ n [U] abbreviation for North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (= an international or- 
ganization that includes the US, Canada, and sev- 
eral European countries, formed in 1949 for 
military defense). 


natural NOT ARTIFICIAL ['neetf-a-ral/ adj 1 
from nature; not artificial or involving anything 
made or caused by people © Cotton is a natural 
fiber. © He died of natural causes (= because he was 
old or ill). © Floods and earthquakes are natural di- 
sasters. 2 \f food or drink is described as natural, it 
means it has no artificial chemical substances 
added to it. 
naturally /'nzetf-a-ra-li/ adv © naturally curly hair 
naturalness /'nztJ-a-ral-nas/ n[U] Ol admire his 
naturalness on stage. 

BORN WITH /'nztJ-a-ral/ adj having an ability or 
characteristic because you were born with it © a 
natural athlete © a natural blonde 
natural /'nzetJ-9-ral/ n [C] infmi a person born 
with the characteristics or abilities needed for do- 


ing something © She won’t have any trouble learn- 
ing to ride a horse — she’s a natural. 

naturally /‘netf-a-ra-li/ adv ° a naturally tal- 
ented artist 


EXPECTED /'nzetJ-a-ral/ adj to be expected; usual © 
a natural reaction © [+ to infinitive] /t’s only natural 
to be upset when your dog dies. 
naturally /‘neetJ-a-ra-li/ adv © Exercising should 
come as naturally as brushing your teeth. © Natu- 
rally, we have to arrive early to get the best seats. © 
“You will be polite when you speak to her, won't 
you?” “Naturally (= Yes, obviously). ” 


MUSIC /'nzetJ-9-ral/ n [C] music a mark in written 
music that shows that a note should return to its 
original PITCH » Picture: notation 
natural /'nztJ-a-ral/ adj [not gradable] music 
(of written music) having no SHARP or FLAT O a B 
natural © a natural scale 


WORD FAMILY natural 


Nouns nature 
natural 
naturalist 
naturalization 
naturalness 
supernatural 


Adjectives natural 
supernatural 
unnatural 
naturalistic 


Adverbs 


naturally 
unnaturally 


naturalize 


natural childbirth n [U] a method of giving 
birth in which there is little or no use of pain med- 
icine and other medical involvement 


natural gas n [U] gas found underground that 
is used as a fuel 


naturalist /‘nzt{-a-ra-last/ n [C] a person who 
studies plants and animals 


naturalize /‘nzt{-a-ra,laiz/ v [T] to make 
someone a legal CITIZEN of a country that the per- 
son was not born in 
naturalization /,nztf-o-ra-la'zer-fan/ n [U] © 
She’s applied for naturalization. 


natural resource n [C] any of the materials 
such as water, coal, and wood that exist in nature 
and can be used by people 


natural selection n[U] the process by which 
animals and plants that are best suited to their en- 
vironment have the best success at reproduction 
n[U] biology the theory that organisms with char- 
acteristics that allow them to live successfully in a 
particular environment will reproduce organisms 
with the same characteristics 


nature LIFE /'ner-tfar/ n[U] 1 all the animals and 
plants in the world and all the features, forces, and 
processes that exist or happen independently of 
people, such as the weather, the sea, mountains, 
reproduction, and growth © As a young man he 
loved hiking and being close to nature. © This tech- 
nique of growing cells copies what actually happens 
in nature. 2 The force that is responsible for physi- 
cal life is often called nature, and is sometimes spo- 
ken of as a person: Feeling stressed is Nature's way 
of telling you to relax. 
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near 


Se a CS 


USAGE... SS lee 
nature, the environment, 
or the countryside? 


Nature means all the things in the world that 
exist naturally and were not created by 
people. 
He's fascinated by wildlife and anything to do 
with nature. 
The environment means the land, water, and 
air that animals and plants live in. It is usually 
used when talking about the way people use 
or damage the natural world. 
The government has introduced new policies 
to protect the environment. 
Countryside means land where there are no 
towns or cities. 


! love walking in the countryside. 


TYPE /'nei-tfar/ n [C/U] the type or main charac- 
teristic (of something) © [U] The problem is delicate 
in nature. © [C] Nothing of a secret nature can hap- 
pen in that household. 


CHARACTER /'nei-tfar/ n [C/U] the character of a 
person, or the characteristics a person is born with 
© [C] She’s always had a sunny nature. © [U] She is 
by nature a gentle soul. 


IDIOM with nature 


ethe nature of things the usual and expected 
characteristics of life © There are problems in every 
relationship — it’s in the nature of things. 


nature reserve, nature preserve n[C] an area 

of land protected by the government so that 
plants and animals can live there without being 
harmed 


naught /noa:t, nat/ n [U] old use nothing © All our 
effort was for naught. 


naughty /'ns:t-i, 'nat-i/ adj (esp. of children) 
behaving badly and not being obedient, or (esp. 
of behavior or language) not socially acceptable © 
a naughty girl © a naughty word 


mausea /'ns:-Zi:-9, 'no:-39a, 'no:-fa/ n[U] a feel- 
ing of illness in the stomach that makes you think 
you are going to vomit 
nauseated /'no:-2i: e1t-ad/ adj © He didn’t be- 
come nauseated by the treatments at all. 
nauseating /'no:-zi: ,ert-19/ adj © The TV news 
can be pretty nauseating at times. 


nauseous /'no:-fas, 'no:-zi:-as/ adj feeling that 
you are likely to vomit, or causing this feeling © He 
felt nauseous and dehydrated. © unpleasant, nau- 
seous odors 


nautical /'no:t-1-kal, ‘nat-/ adj [not gradable] re- 
lating to ships, sailing, or people who work on 
ships 


nautical mile n [C] a unit of distance used at 
sea which is equal to 6076 feet in the US system © 
Compare MILE 


naval /'nei-val/ adj [not gradable] belonging to 
a country’s navy, or relating to military ships oO A 
major naval battle was fought near here. 


navel /'nei-val/, infmi belly button n[C] the small 
round part or hollow place in the middle of the 
stomach which is left after the UMBILICAL CORD (= 
long tube of flesh joining the baby to its mother) 
has been cut at birth 


navigable /‘nzv-1-ga-bal/ adj deep and wide 
enough for a ship to go through © a navigable 
stretch of river 


navigate /'nzv-a ,geit/ v [I/T] to direct the way 
that a vehicle, esp. a ship or aircraft will travel, or 
to find a direction across, along, or over an area of 
water or land © [T] He learned to navigate these 
waters. © [I] Whales navigate by visual means. © [I] 
(fig.) Cyberspace is an environment in which com- 
puters navigate. 
navigation /,nzv-a'gei-fan/ n [U] © a satellite 
navigation system 
navigator /'nev-a,geit-ar/ n[C] a person in a 
vehicle who decides on the direction in which the 
vehicle travels 


navy /'nei-vi/ n[C] the part of a country’s armed 
forces that is trained to operate at sea 


navy (blue) /‘ne1-vi (‘blu:)/ adj, n[U] dark blue 


Nazi /‘nat-si, 'naet-/ n [C] a member of the Na- 
tional Socialist German Workers’ Party that con- 
trolled Germany from 1933 to 1945 under Adolf 
Hitler, or someone who believes in FASCISM (= 
state control of social and economic life and ex- 
treme pride in country and race, with no political 
disagreement allowed) 

Nazi /'nat-si, 'nzet-/ adj [not gradable] 


NBA n [U] abbreviation for National Basketball As- 
sociation (= the main organized group of US BAS- 
KETBALL teams that have players who are paid for 


playing). 
NC-17 /,en si: ,sev-an'ti:n/ adj [not gradable] 
used in the US for movies that no one under the 


age of 17 will be admitted to see © Compare G 
MOVIE; PG; R MOVIE 


N.E. adj, n [U] abbreviation for NORTHEAST or 
NORTHEASTERN 


Neanderthal, Neandertal /nis‘zen-dar ,to:l, 
-,89:I/ n[C] 1 one of the ancient people who lived 
in Europe and Asia from approximately 30,000 to 
150,000 years ago 2 fig. someone who behaves in 
a rude or offensive way 
Neanderthal, Neandertal /ni:'aen-dar tol, -,69:1/ 
adj © a Neanderthal skeleton 


near /nir/, near to /'nir-ta, -tu:/ prep close to; not 
far away from in distance, time, or relationship © 
We live near the school. © She asked to sit nearer the 
front of the classroom. © It will probably be near mid- 
night by the time we get home. © We couldn't park 
anywhere near the theater. 
near /nir/ adv [-er/-est only] © | wish we lived 
nearer. © | was standing near enough to hear what 
they were saying. 
near /nir/ adj [-er/-est only] © in the near future © 
The nearest library is in the next town. 
near /nir/ v[I/T] to come closer to something, or 
to approach © [I] As the big day nears, I’m starting 


d3 jump | j yes | little | 2m hm | 9n cotton | q sing | { shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 4 this | t{ choose | 3 measure 
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to get nervous. © [T] The project is nearing 
completion. 

nearly /'nir-li/ adv [not gradable] almost but not 
quite; close to © I’ve nearly finished that book you 
lent me. O She’s nearly as tall as her father now. © 
The problem isn’t nearly as bad as you think. 
nearness /'nir-nas/ n [U] © I’m surprised by the 
nearness of her. 


nearby /nir'bar, ‘nir-bai/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
not far away in distance; close © A police officer was 
standing nearby. © We walked to a nearby park. 


near miss n[C] a situation in which an accident 
almost happened © That was a near miss —he must 
have come within 50 feet of the other plane. 


nearsighted /'nir satt-ad/ adj [not gradable] 
able to see clearly only objects that are close up © 
Compare FARSIGHTED 


meat ARRANGED /ni:t/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 ar- 
ranged well, with everything in its place © neat 
handwriting © She keeps her room neat and clean. 
2 A neat person likes everything to be clean and 
well arranged. 3 Neat can also mean skillful or ef- 
fective: a neat trick/solution 

neatly /'ni:t-li/ adv O neatly folded clothes 
neatness /'ni:t-nas/ n [U] 

NOTHING ADDED /ni:t/ adj [not gradable] (of al- 
coholic drinks) with nothing added; STRAIGHT 

GREAT /ni:t/ adj [-er/-est only] infmi great © The 
party was really neat. 0 What a neat bike! 


nebula /'neb-ja-la/ n [C] pi -las, -lae earth sci- 
ence a cloud of dust or gas in outer space © The 
Orion Nebula is visible to the naked eye under dark 
skies. 
nebular /'neb-ja-lar/ adj [not gradable] earth 
Science 


nebulous /'neb-ja-las/ adj (esp. of ideas) un- 
clear and lacking form; VAGUE © a nebulous concept 


necessary /'nes-9,ser-i/ adj 1 needed in order 
to achieve a particular result 0 Don't take any more 
luggage than is strictly necessary. © He lacks the nec- 
essary Skills for the job. © If necessary, we can always 
change the date of our trip. 2 A necessary evil is 
something unpleasant that must be accepted in 
order to achieve a particular result: Most Americans 
accept taxes as a necessary evil. 3 Necessary can be 
used in negatives and questions to show that you 
disapprove of something and do not think it 
should be done: [+ to infinitive] Was it really nec- 
essary to say that? 
necessarily /,nes-a'ser-a-li/ adv [not gradable] 
(esp. in negatives) in all cases; as an expected re- 
sult © Money doesn’t necessarily buy happiness. © 
“These cheap glasses will break easily.” “Not 
necessarily. ” 


WORD FAMILY necessary 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


Nouns 


necessity necessitate 


Adjectives necessary 
unnecessary 


necessarily 
unnecessarily 


WORD CHOICES necessary 


The verbs need and require and the modal 
verb must are very commonly used to show 
that something is necessary. 
The meat must be cooked thoroughly. 
Does she have the skills needed/required for 
work of that sort? 
If something is very important and necessary, 
you can use adjectives such as essential, fun- 
damental, and indispensable. 
Some understanding of grammar is essential/ 
fundamental to learning a language. 
This book is an indispensable resource for 
teachers. 
The expression be a must is sometimes used in 
informal situations to describe things that are 
very necessary to have or do. 
This book is a must for anyone who loves 
history. 


necessitate /na'ses-a,teit/ v[T] to make some- 
thing necessary © An important meeting necessi- 
tates my being in Houston on Friday. 


necessity /na'ses-at-i/ n [C/U] the need for 
something, or something that is needed © [U] 
Don’t you understand the necessity of eating a bal- 
anced diet? © [U] She was forced to take the job out 
of necessity. © [C] In my work, a computer is a 
necessity. 


neck BODY PART /nek/ n [C] 1 the part of the 
body that joins the head to the shoulders © She 
rubbed her neck. 2 The neck of a piece of clothing 
is the part that goes around a person’s neck: His 
shirt was open at the neck. 3 Aneck is also a narrow 
part near the top of an object such as a bottle: a 
vase with a long neck 4 A neck is also the long, 
narrow part of a string instrument, such as a guitar, 
on which the strings are pressed in order to pro- 
duce different notes. 


KISS /nek/ v [I] dated, infmito kiss someone for along 
time 


IDIOMS with neck 


eneck and neck very close or equal O The two boys 
ran toward the finish line neck and neck. 
esomeone’s neck of the woods, this neck of the 
woods infmi/ the area someone comes from, or the 
area where you are O /|’m surprised to see you in this 
neck of the woods. 


necklace /'nek-las/ n[C] a piece of jewelry worn 
around the neck, such as a chain or a string of 
decorative stones or BEADS 


neckline /'nek-lain/ n [C] the shape made by 
the edge of a dress or shirt at the front of the neck 
or on the chest © a ruffled/square neckline 


necktie /'nek-tat/ n[C] a TIE (= long, thin piece 
of material worn that fits under a shirt collar) 


nectar /'nek-tar/ n[U] 1 a sweet liquid produced 
by flowers and collected by bees © The bee turns 
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nectar into honey. 2 Nectar is also a drink made 
from some fruits: apricot nectar 


nectarine /,nek-ta'ri:n/ n [C] a type of PEACH 
(= a fruit) with a smooth skin 


neé /ne1/ adj [not gradable] used after a woman’s 
married name to show the family name by which 
she was known before she married © Anne Timber- 
lake, neé Logan 


need MUST HAVE /ni:d/ v [T] 1 to be necessary 
to have something, or to want something very 
much © To make pastry, you need flour, fat, and wa- 
ter. © Do we need anything from the store? © Will | 
be needed in the office tomorrow? © | need you to 
advise me on what to wear. © | need a rest. 2 infml 
If you say that you don’t need something, it can 
mean that you do not want it because it is causing 
you trouble: / don’t need all this arguing. 3 If you 
say that someone needs something, you can mean 
that the person should have it or would benefit 
from having it: What you need is some hot soup to 
warm you up. © She needs her hair washed. 
need /ni:d/ n[U] 1 something that you must or 
should have, or the lack of this O There’s a growing 
need for low-cost housing. 2 Need can be a reason: 
[+ to infinitive] / don’t think there’s any need to 
worry. 3 Need is also a feeling or state of greatly 
wanting something: [+ to infinitive] a desperate 
need to be loved © We have no need for your sym- 
pathy. 4 Need is also the state of being necessary: 
Help yourself to supplies as the need arises. © [+ to 
infinitive] There’s no need to buy any more food. 5 
People who are in need do not have enough 
money or need some type of help: The money will 
go to those who are most in need. 6 Someone who 
is in need of something must or should have it: 
They're in need of help. 
needs /ni:dz/ p/n the things you must have for 
a satisfactory life © the special needs of the disabled 
needy /'ni:d-i/ adj If people are needy, they are 
very poor. 

MUST DO /ni:d/ v needs, need to have to take an 
action © [+ to infinitive] He needs to lose weight. © 
[+ to infinitive] Before we make a decision, we need 
to consider our options. © [+ to infinitive] | need to 
do some shopping on my way home. © | don’t think 
we need ask him. © Nothing need be done about this 
before next week. © [+ to infinitive] As it turned out, 
I didn't need to buy any extra material (= | did it, 
although | didn’t have to). 


WORD FAMILY need 


Adjectives needless 
needy 


Nouns need 
needs 


Adverbs 


needlessly 


Verbs need 


IDIOM with need 


eneed | say more you know what would happen 
next if | were to tell you more © Mike did the cook- 
ing — need | say more? 


needle Toot /‘ni:d-4l/ n[C] 1 a thin, solid, metal 
piece with a sharp point at one end, esp. one used 


negative 


for sewing that has a hole to hold thread © Can 
you thread this needle for me? 2 A needle is also a 
small stick with a point or hook, used to make 
stitches: knitting needles 3 A needle is also a thin 
metal tube with a sharp, pointed end, used to put 
a liquid, such as a medicine, into the body or to 
remove a liquid, such as blood, from the body. 
POINTER /'ni:d-®l/ n[C] the thin, moving part ona 
COMPASS (= device for finding direction) or mea- 
suring instrument that points in a particular direc- 
tion or to a particular value 
LEAF /'ni:d-9l/ n [C] one of the thin, stiff, green 
leaves of some evergreen trees © pine needles 
ANNOY /'ni:d-9l/ v [T] infm! to purposely annoy 
someone by making critical remarks or jokes © / 
hate to be needled about my weight. 


needless UNNECESSARY /'ni:d-las/ adj [not 
gradable] completely unnecessary © a needless 
waste of time 

needlessly /'ni:d-la-sli/ adv [not gradable] o 
You're worrying needlessly — they'll be fine. 


IDIOM with needless 


eneedless to say obviously © Needless to say, be- 
cause of the accident he won’t be at work for a while. 


needn't /'ni:d-®nt/ contraction of need not © You 
needn't be shy. 


needs /ni:dz/ p/n o See at NEED MUST HAVE 
needy /'ni:d-i/ adj © See at NEED MUST HAVE 


negate © /ni'geit/ v[T] to show something to 
be wrong or to be the opposite of what was 
thought, or to cause something to have no effect 
© The increase in sales was negated by the rising cost 
of materials. 


negative © NO /'neg-at-iv/ adj 1 expressing 
no or not, or expressing refusal O We received a 
negative answer to our request. O Compare AFFIR- 
MATIVE 2 A negative sentence or phrase is one that 
contains a word such as no, not, nor, never, or 
nothing. 3 A medical test that is negative shows 
that you do not have that disease or condition. © 
Compare POSITIVE MEDICAL TEST 
negative © /'neg-at-1v/ n [C/U] © [U] The gov- 
ernor replied in the negative. O Opposite: AFFIRMA- 
TIVE 
negatively © /'neg:at-1v-li/ adv © This time, she 
answered both questions negatively (= by saying 
eo. 

NOT HAPPY /'neg:at-iv/ adj not happy, hopeful, or 
approving; tending to consider only bad things © 
a negative attitude © All the candidates in the may- 
oral campaign ran negative ads (= advertising say- 
ing bad things about each other). © Opposite: 
POSITIVE HAPPY 
negatively © /'neg-at-1v-li/ adv © The public re- 
acts negatively (= shows its disapproval) when told 
health benefits may be cut. 

LESS THAN ZERO /'neg:at-1v/ adj [not gradable] al- 
gebra (of a number or amount) less than’ zero 
© negative numbers © Opposite: POSITIVE MORE 
THAN ZERO 


dz jump | j yes | I little | 9m hm | ?n cotton | 4 sing | { shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 4 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


neglect 


er Ss se me 


ART /'neg:at-1v/ adj art (of spaces and shapes in a 
painting, statue, drawing, etc.) empty space, or 
areas lacking objects or other particular features; 
background 

ELECTRICITY /'neg-at-i1v/ adj [not gradable] physics 
of the type of electrical CHARGE that an ELECTRON 
has © Compare POSITIVE ELECTRICITY 
negatively @ /'neg-at-1v-li/ adv physics 
PHOTOGRAPH /'neg:at-1v/ n [C] a piece of film in 
which light areas appear dark and dark areas ap- 
pear light, the opposite of how they will appear in 
the photograph made from it 


neglect /ni'glekt/ v [I/T] to fail to give needed 
care or attention to someone or something © [T] 
She had neglected the program and allowed student 
interest in it to fall off. © {I] He neglected to tell his 
employer that he would be taking the day off. 
neglect /n1'glekt/ n[U] © The park was ina sorry 
state of neglect. 


negligent /'neg-la-d3ant/ adj failing to be care- 
ful enough or to give enough attention to your 
responsibilities, esp. when this results in harm or 
loss to others 
negligence /'neg-la-d3zans/ n [U] © She charged 
her landlord with negligence for not repairing leaks 
that ruined her rugs. 


negligible /'neg-l1-d3a-bal/ adj too slight or 
small in amount to be important © The effect on 
sales was negligible. 


negotiate DISCUSS /ni'gou- fi: ,eit/ v [I/T] to 
have formal discussions with someone in order to 
reach an agreement © {T] We want to negotiate a 
settlement that is fair to both sides. 
negotiation /n1,gou: fi:'e1-fan/ n [C/U] ° [C 
usually pl] Negotiations remained at a standstill. 
negotiable /n1'gou: fa-bal, -fi:-a-/ adj o At this 
stage, everything is negotiable (= can be discussed 
or changed). 
negotiator /n1'gou- fi: ,e1t-ar/ n [C] 

MOVE /ni'gou: fi: e1t/ v [T] to move carefully or 
with difficulty past, through, or along something 
© She was able to negotiate the climb with some help 
from younger campers. 


Negro /'ni:-grou/ n[C] piNegroes dated a person 
of African origin with dark skin O USAGE: “Negro” 
is now considered offensive by most people, and 
“African-American” is used instead. See the usage 
note at BLACK DARK SKIN. 


neigh /nei/ n [C] a long, loud, high sound that 
horses make when excited or frightened 


neigh /ney/ v [I] 


neighbor, Cdn, 8 neighbour /'nei-bar/ n [C] 
someone who lives near you © Elie is my next-door 
neighbor. 
neighborhood, Cdn, 8r neighbourhood /'net- 
bar ,hhud/ n [C] 1 an area with characteristics that 
make it different from other areas, or the people 
who live in a particular area © This is a nice, quiet 
neighborhood, with modest single-family homes. 2 
the approximate amount of something © We hope 


to get something in the neighborhood of (=a price 
that is close to)$200,000 for our house. 
neighboring, Cdn, 8r neighbouring /'ner-ba- 
rin/ adj [not gradable] (of places) next or near to 
each other © Kentucky and Tennessee are neighbor- 
ing states. 

neighborly, Cdn, 8 neighbourly /‘ner-bar-li/ adj 
friendly and helpful, esp. to those living near you 


neither /'ni:-dar, 'nai-/ pronoun, conjunction, adj 
[not gradable] not one and not the other of two 
things or people © They have two TVs but neither 
one works. © Neither of my brothers could come to 
the party. © (infml) “I don’t feel like going out to- 
night.” “Me neither.” 


USACE =I) 1) =i aa 
neither... nor 
The phrase neither someone nor someone else 
is usually used with a singular verb, but it can 
also be used with a plural verb. 

Neither Ricky nor Lucy like television. 

Neither Ricky nor Lucy likes television. 


IDIOM with neither 


eneither here nor there not important, or not 
connected with the subject being discussed O Her 
age is neither here nor there — the real question Is, 
can she do the job? 


neon /'ni:-an/ n {U] a colorless gas, one of the 
chemical elements, that is often used in signs be- 
cause it produces a bright light when an electric 
current goes through it © a neon sign 


neonatal /)ni:-ou'neit-9I/ adj [not gradable] 
medical of or for babies that were just born © a nurse 
specializing in neonatal care 


neophyte /‘ni:-9,fait/ n [C] someone who has 
recently become involved in an activity and is still 
learning about it © This computer course is for 
neophytes. 


nephew /'nef-ju:/ n [C] a son of someone's 
brother or sister, or a son of someone’s husband's 
or wife’s sister or brother © Compare NIECE 


nepotism /'nep-a,tiz-am/ n [U] the activity of 
unfairly giving good jobs or advantages to mem- 
bers of your family 


Neptune /‘nep-tu:n/ n [U] the planet eighth in 
order of distance from the sun, after Uranus and 
before Pluto > Picture: solar system 


nerd /nard/ n [C] infmil a person who lacks social 
skills, esp. someone interested in technical things 
© Gina’s brother is a complete nerd. 
nerdy /'nard-i/ adj infml © He was a short, nerdy 
guy with glasses. 


nerve BODY FIBER /n3rv/ n{C] biology a group 
of long, thin fibers in the body, esp. in the brain, 
which send and receive messages that control how 
the body reacts to signals it receives, such as to 
changes in temperature or pressure against the 
skin 
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neutral 
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nervous /'n3r-vas/ adj [not gradable] relating to 
or controlled by the nerves 


BRAVERY /n3rv/ n[U] 1 bravery or confidence nec- 
essary to do something difficult or unpleasant © /t 
takes a lot of nerve to get up in front of a class when 
you're not used to it. 2 Nerve also means the ability 
to do something rude without caring about other 
people’s feelings: She has some nerve. © | can’t be- 
lieve she had the nerve to call me fat! 


WORD FAMILY nerve 


Nouns nerve 
nerves 
nervousness 


Adjectives nervous 
Adverbs 


nervously 


nerve-racking, nerve-wracking adj [not grad- 
able] difficult to do and causing a lot of worry or 
anxiety © | had to go out and find a new job, which 
is always a nerve-racking experience. 


nervous /'n3r-vas/ adj worried or slightly fright- 
ened © | was nervous during my driving test. 
nerves /n3rvz/ pln [C] worry or anxiety © an at- 
tack of nerves 
nervously /'n3r-va-sli/ adv © He laughed 
nervously, 
nervousness /'n3r-va-snas/ n [U] © There’s ner- 
vousness about what the future will hold. 


nervous breakdown pn [C] an illness that 
causes a person to suffer from anxiety and to have 
difficulty living and working as usual 


nervous system n [C] biology (in animals 
and people) the brain and all the nerves in the 
body that together make movement and feel- 
ing possible © Compare AUTONOMIC NERVOUS 
SYSTEM 


nest /nest/ n [C] a structure or other place where 
creatures, esp. birds, give birth or leave their eggs 
to develop 
nest /nest/ v [I] © Swallows are nesting in our apple 
tree. 


nest egg n[C usually sing] money saved or kept 
for a special purpose © / have a little nest egg that 
I’m saving for college. « 


nestle /'nes-al/ v [I/T] to be in or put someone 
or something into a comfortable or protected po- 
sition © [I] She nestled the cat in her arms. 


met MATERIAL /net/ n [C] a piece of material 
made of long, narrow strips woven so that there 
are spaces between them © fishing nets © a volley- 
ball net 

net /net/ v [T] -tt- 1 (in sports) to hit the ball into 
a net instead of over it O He netted an easy back- 
hand in the fifth game to lose the tennis match. 2 
To net is also to catch something in a net: They 
netted five crabs. 


LEFT OVER /net/ adj [not gradable] 1 (of money 
received from selling something) left after you 
have subtracted the cost of what you are selling, 
and other expenses related to it © net income/profit 
O (fig.) The net result (= result after everything has 


been considered) of the changes will be fewer trains 
for most suburban commuters. 2 Net weight is the 
weight of something contained in a package, 
without including the weight of the package. 3 
physics Net force is the total amount of force that 
is in effect on an object at a particular time. 

net /net/ v[T] -tt- © Smithsonian, on a gross of $28 
million, netted $7 million with one magazine. 


GET /net/ v [T] -tt- to succeed in getting something 
of value, esp. as the result of a plan of action © The 
deal netted the online video company $23 million. 


Net /net/ n [U] 1 short form of INTERNET 2 Net is 
also used at the end of a US INTERNET address to 
show that the address belongs to a network: 
info@sover.net 


network © /'net-wark/n[C} 1a group formed 
from parts that are connected together © a trans- 
portation network 2 A network is also a company 
that provides programs to a group of television or 
radio stations, or this company and the group con- 
sidered together: the ABC television network 3 A 
network is also a group of computers that are con- 
nected and can share information. 4 A network is 
also a group of people with the same interests: a 
network of political advisers 

network © /'net-wark/ v[I/T] To network is also 
to make an effort to meet and talk to a lot of peo- 
ple, esp. in order to get information that can help 
you. 

networking © /'net ,war-kin/ n[U] Networking 
is also the process of meeting and talking to a lot 
of people, esp. in order to get information that can 
help you: Students find networking essential to find- 
ing the right job. 


neurology /nur'al-9-d3i/ n [U] the study of the 
structure and diseases of the brain and the nervous 
system 
neurological /,nur-a'lad3-1-kal/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © a neurological disorder 


neuron /'nur-an/ n[C] biology (in animals and 
people) a type of cell that sends and receives mes- 
sages within the brain and the nerves of the body 


neurosis /nu 'rou-sas/ n[C] pineuroses amental 
condition resulting in unreasonable anxiety and 
unusual behavior 


neurotic /nv 'rat-1k/ adj related to or having un- 
reasonable anxiety or unusual behavior © a deep- 
seated neurotic fear of flying 
neurotic /nu 'rat-ik/ n [C] a neurotic person 


neurotransmitter / nur-ou-traenz'mit-ar/n 
[C] biology a chemical substance that carries mes- 
sages from one nerve cell to another in the body 


neuter GRAMMAR /'nu:t-ar/ adj [not gradable] 
grammar being a noun or pronoun of a type that 
refers to things; not MASCULINE or FEMININE 
PREVENT REPRODUCTION /'nu:t-ar/ v [T] to re- 
move part of the sex organs of an animal so that 
it Cannot reproduce 


neutral © NO OPINION /'nu:-tral/ adj world 
history not expressing an opinion or taking ac- 
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neutralization 


MeutFaliZavtiOn 


tions that support either side in a disagreement or 
war © Switzerland remained neutral during the war. 
neutrality © /nu: 'treel-at-i/ n[U] world history 
the condition of being neutral 
NOT SOMETHING /'nu:-tral/ adj 1 (of colors) not 
bright, and therefore not likely to attract attention 
© He wanted the office painted in neutral colors. 2 
chemistry A neutral substance is neither an acid 
nor a BASE. 3 physics A neutral wire in an electrical 
CIRCUIT is a wire with no electrical CHARGE. 
neutralize @ /'nu:-tra,laiz/ v [T] science 


neutralization © /,nu:-tra-la'zer-fan/ n [U] 
chemistry the reaction between an acid and a 
BASE, which produces a SALT and water 


neutralize © /'nu:-tra,laiz/ v [T] to produce 
an effect that removes the effect of something else 
© Raising the sales tax will neutralize the tax cut. 
neutralization © /,nu:-tra-la'zer:fan/ n [U] 


neutrino /nu:'tri::nou/ n [C] physics a very 
small piece of matter that has no electrical 
CHARGE, that is produced during some types of 
nuclear reactions, and exists for a very short time 


neutron /'nu: ,tran/ n [C] physics, chemistry 
the part of an atom that has no electrical CHARGE 
and is part of the atom’s NUCLEUS (= central part) 
© Compare ELECTRON; PROTON » Picture: atom 


never /'nev-ar/ adv [not gradable] not at any 
time, or not on any occasion © I’ve never been to 
Europe. © He was never seen again. © She never had 
acting lessons © We’ve never had a chance to sit 
down and talk. © Hal Willner? Never heard of him. © 
| never forget a face. 


USAGE ’ 
never 


Never has a negative meaning, so you do not 
need to use the adverb not with it to make a 
sentence negative. 


Ill never do that again. 


HM noet-never-de-that again: 


IDIOM with never 


enever mind do not worry about it © “/ lost that 
wallet you gave me.” “Well, never mind, | can always 
buy you another one.” 


nevertheless © / nev-ar-59'les/, nonetheless 
adv [not gradable] despite what has just been said 
or referred to © Their team hadn’t lost a game the 
entire season. Nevertheless, we beat them by a huge 
margin last night. 


mew RECENTLY CREATED /nu:/ adj [-er/-est only] 
recently created or having started to exist recently 
© His newest book will be out next month. © She’s 
always coming up with new ideas. 
newly /'nu:-li/ adv [not gradable] © a newly 
waxed floor O She plans to begin touring with a newly 
formed band in July. 
newness /'nu:-nas/ n [U] © Kids lose their enthu- 


siasm for things when the sense of newness wears 
off. 


WORD CHOICES new i (i‘;CCOC~™S 


If something is completely new and has not 
been used, you can describe it as brand-new. 
How can he afford to buy a brand-new car? 
Fresh can be used when something is new and 

therefore interesting or exciting. 
We need a fresh approach to the problem of 
crime. 
The adjectives novel or innovative can be used 
when something involves new and unusual 
ideas or methods. 
The bank has introduced a novel way of 
detecting fraud. 
The project uses innovative ideas for recycling. 


DIFFERENT /nu:/ adj [-er/-est only] different from 
the one that existed earlier © Have you met Carlos’s 
new assistant? 0 “What’s new (= What is different 
in your life)?” “Not much, what’s new with you?” 

NOT FAMILIAR /nu:/ adj [-er/-est only] not yet fa- 
miliar or experienced 0 Don’t ask me how to get 
there, I’m new around here. 


NOT USED /nu:/ adj [-er/-est only] not previously 
used or owned 0 They sell new and used cars/books/ 
clothing. 

RECENTLY DISCOVERED /nu:/ adj [-er/-est only] re- 
cently discovered or made known 0 This new treat- 
ment offers hope to many sufferers. © Astronomers 
reported finding millions of new stars. 


WORD FAMILY new 


news 
newness 
renewal 


Nouns Adjectives new 
newsy 
renewable 


renewed 


Verbs renew 


Adverbs 


newly 


New Age adj relating to a way of life and think- 
ing that stresses awareness of your spirit © They are 
New Age types — into yoga and strict vegetarianism. 


new blood n [U] people who have just started 
working or living somewhere who are energetic, 
enthusiastic, and often, young © The new boss 
brought in some new blood. 


newborn /'nu:-b2:rn/ adj [not gradable] having 
recently been born © a newborn baby 
newborn /'nu:-bo:irn/ n [C] a child or animal 
that has recently been born 


newcomer /'nu: ,kam-ar/ n [C] someone who 
has recently arrived in a place, or a person or or- 
ganization that has recently become involved in 
an activity O The company is a relative newcomer to 
the personal computer industry. 


newfangled /‘nu:'fen-gald/ adj [not grada- 
ble] esp. disapproving recently created or invented © 
| hate those newfangled alarm clocks that buzz. 


newfound, new-found /‘nu: 'faund/ adj [not 
gradable] only recently happening, discovered, or 
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nibble 


beginning to exist © Scientists believe the newfound 
planets are mostly solid. © She seemed to be enjoying 
her newfound celebrity. 


newlywed /'nu:-li:,wed/ n [C] someone who 
has recently married 


new moon n [C] a PHASE (= regular change in 
shape) of the moon in which none of its surface 
can be seen from the earth » Picture: moon 


MEWS INFORMATION /nu:z/ n [U] recent infor- 
mation about people you know © Why don’t you 
call them and see if there’s any news? © I’ve got some 
bad news for you. O We just heard the good news ~ 
congratulations on your engagement! 
newsy /'nu:-zi/ adj full of news © a long, newsy 
letter 

REPORTS /nu:z/ n[U] a printed or broadcast report 
of information about important events in the 
world, the country, or the local area © the nightly 
news © I’m pretty disgusted with TV news coverage. 
© Where were you when the news of the assassina- 
tion broke? 


IDIOM with news 


enews to someone to be very surprising to some- 
one © She’s expecting a baby? That's news to me. 


newscast /'nu:z-kest/ n[C] a radio or television 
program consisting of news reports 
newscaster /'nu:z,kzs:tar/ n [C] someone who 
reads the reports on a television or radio news 
program 


news conference »n [C] a meeting in which 
someone makes a statement to reporters or an- 
swers questions from them 


newsletter /'nu:z,let-ar/ n [C] a printed doc- 
ument with information about the activities of a 
group, sent regularly to members or friends 


newspaper /'nu:z ,pei-par, nu:s-/ n [C} a doc- 
ument published regularly, consisting of news re- 
ports, articles, photographs, and advertisements 
that are printed on large sheets of paper folded 
together 


newsroom /'nu:ztu:m, -rum/ n[C] a room in 
a newspaper office or television or radio station 
where the news is prepared before it is published 
or broadcast © The newsroom just received a press 
release. 


newsstand /'nu:z-staend/ n [C] a small struc- 
ture where newspapers and magazines are sold 


newsworthy /'nu:z ,w3r-3i/ adj [not gradable] 
considered important enough to be in news re- 
ports, newspapers, etc. 


newt /nu:t/ n[C] a small animal with a long body 
and tail, short, weak legs, and cold, wet skin; a 
type of SALAMANDER 


New Testament n [U] the second of the two 
main parts of the Christian Bible 0 The New Tes- 
tament describes the life and work of Jesus Christ. © 
Compare OLD TESTAMENT 


newton /‘nu:t-9n/ n [C] physics the standard 
unit for the measure of force, equal to the force 
that produces a movement of one meter in a sec- 
ond on an object that weighs one kilogram 


New World n [U] North, Central, and South 
America, as they were considered by the Europe- 
ans after Christopher Columbus traveled there © 
USAGE: The phrase “Western Hemisphere” is gen- 
erally preferred. OC Compare OLD WORLD 


New Year n [C usually sing] the beginning of 
the year that is about to begin or has just begun 


New Year’s Day n([C usually sing] the first day 
of the year, which is a public holiday in many 
countries 


New Year's Eve n [C usually sing] the last day 
of the year, and esp. the evening of the last day, 
when many people celebrate 


mext /nekst/ pronoun, adj [not gradable] being 
the first one after the present one or after the one 
just mentioned, or being the first after the present 
moment © Go straight at the traffic light and then 
take the next right. O The next time you want to 
borrow my dress, ask me first. © She was next in line 
after me. © They're getting married next week/ 
month/year. © The next day/morning we left for 
Calgary. 
next /nekst/ adv [not gradable] 1 immediately 
following in time © What happened next? 2 Two 
people or things that are next to each other are 
very close to each other with nothing in between 
them: My friend and | sat next to each other on the 
bus. 3 Sometimes next to means almost: They pay 
me next to nothing but | really enjoy the work. 


IDIOM with next 


«the next best thing something that is almost as 
good 0 If! can’t have cake, ice cream is the next best 
thing. 


next door adj, adv [not gradable] beside a 
building, house, apartment, or other place © next- 
door neighbors © Danny lived next door to me when 
we were kids. 


next of kin n [U] a very close family member 
or family members 


NEL n [U] abbreviation for National Football League 
(= the main organized group of US football teams 
that have players who are paid for playing). 


NHL n [U] abbreviation for National Hockey League 
(= the main organized group of US and Canadian 
HOCKEY teams that have players who are paid for 
playing). 

nibble /'nib-al/ v [I/T] 1 to eat something by tak- 
ing a lot of small bites © [T] Ben stopped nibbling 
his apple. © [I] Keep vegetables handy to nibble on. 
2 You can nibble something by moving your teeth 
against it without eating it: [T] Fish were nibbling 
at their hands. 
nibble /‘nib-al/ n[C] © (fig.) The real-estate agent 
says she’s gotten some nibbles for our house (= some 
people have expressed interest in it). 
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nice 


MOVE Me 


nice PLEASANT /nats/ adj [-er/-est only] pleasant, 
enjoyable, or satisfactory 0 Have a nice day! © It 
was nice talking to you. © That’s a really nice restau- 
rant. © She plans to start running more when the 
weather gets nicer. 
nicely /'nat-sli/ advo That's a nicely tailored jacket. 
O Elise and her new baby are both doing nicely (= 
They are healthy). 

KIND /nars/ adj [-er/-est only] kind or friendly © / 
wish you'd be nice to your brother. © He’s very smart, 
but he isn’t very nice. 
nicely /'nat-sli/ adv © Even though | was new at 
school, they treated me very nicely. 


WORD CHOICES nice 


If people are nice because they are generous 
and helpful to other people, you can say that 
they are kind or sweet. 
She’s a very kind person. 
Thank you so much for the card — it was very 
sweet of you! 
If something that you do is nice, you can de- 
scribe it as fun, enjoyable, or lovely. 
We had a really lovely day at the beach. 
You’d have liked the party — it was fun. 
If something is nice to look at, then adjectives 
such as attractive, beautiful, pleasant, lovely, 
and pretty are often used. 
There’s some beautiful mountain scenery in 
Idaho. 
That’s a pretty dress you’re wearing. 
If food tastes nice, you can say that it is deli- 
cious or tasty. 
This chicken soup is absolutely delicious. 


niche POSITION /nitJ/ n[C] 1 a job, position, or 
place that is very suitable for someone © She’s 
never quite found her niche on television. 2 biology 
A niche is also an organism’s specific position or 
purpose within the group of organisms with which 
it lives 

HOLLOW /nitJ/ n[C] a hollow made in a wall, esp. 
one designed to put a statue in so that it can be 
seen 


nick /nik/ n[C] a small cut in a surface or an edge 
O The car was covered with nicks and scratches. 
nick /nik/ v [T] © He nicked himself shaving. 


IDIOM with nick 


e (just) in the nick of time at the last possible mo- 
ment © She fell in the river and was rescued in the 
nick of time. 


nickel COIN /‘ntk-al/ n [C] (in the US and Can- 
ada) a coin worth five cents 
nickel /'nrk-al/ v 

METAL /'nik-al/ n [U] a silver-white metal © Nickel 
is useful because of its resistance to corrosion. 


nickname /'ntk-netm/ n [C] an informal name 
for someone or sometimes something, used esp. 
to show affection, and often based on the person’s 
name or a characteristic of the person 


nickname /'ntk-neim/ v [T] © He was so optimis- 
tic that his staff nicknamed him Twinkletoes. 


nicotine /'nik-9,ti:n/ n [U] a poisonous chemi- 
cal found in tobacco 


niece /ni:s/ n [C] a daughter of someone's 
brother or sister, or a daughter of someone’s hus- 
band’s or wife’s brother or sister © Compare 
NEPHEW 


nifty /‘nif-ti/ adj infmi good, pleasing, or effective 
© What a nifty little gadget — you can use it for all 
kinds of things. 


niggling /'nig-lin/ adj (of thoughts, worries, or 
details) unimportant but demanding one’s atten- 
tion in an annoying way © She had no niggling 
doubts like the ones that plagued me. 


nigh /nai/ prep, adv [not gradable] literature 
dated near in time or space © She believes that the 
end of the world is nigh. 


night /nait/ n [C/U] the part of every 24-hour 
period when it is dark because there is no direct 
light from the sun © [C] //l be in Pittsburgh on Tues- 
day night. © [C] There was a fire last night in the 
Tremont section of the Bronx. © [U] /t often gets cold 
here at night. 
nightly /‘nait-li/ adj, adv [not gradable] happen- 
ing every night O a nightly news program 
nights /natts/ adv [not gradable] © She works 
nights (= at night) at the hospital. 


WORD FAMILY night 


Nouns night 


midnight 


Adverbs overnight 
nightly 


Adjectives overnight 


IDIOMS with night 


enight after night repeatedly for many nights © 
The howling of the neighbors’ dogs kept him awake 
night after night. 

enight and day all the time © He says he wants to 
be with me night and day. 


nightclub /‘nait-klab/ n[C] a place where peo- 
ple go in the evening to eat and drink, dance, lis- 
ten to music, or watch entertainment 


nightfall /‘natt-fs:1/ n [C] the time at the end of 
the day when it becomes dark 


nightgown /'nait-gaun/ n [C] a comfortable 
piece of clothing like a loose dress that women and 
girls wear in bed 


nightlife /'nait-laif/ n [U] the music, entertain- 
ment, dancing, and other activities that happen in 
a city or town in the evening 


nightlight /‘nat-lait/ n [C] a light that is not 
bright and is left on through the night to allow 
you to see if you wake up 


nightmare /‘nait-mer, -mzr/ n [C] a very up- 
setting or frightening dream, or an extremely un- 
pleasant event or experience 
nightmarish /'nart,mer-1f, -,mzer-/ adj © a 
nightmarish traffic jam 
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night owl rn [C] someone who prefers to be 
awake and active at night © My wife's a night owl, 
but | like to be in bed by 10 o'clock. 


night school n [C] a series of classes held in 
the evening, esp. for adults who work during the 
day 


nighttime /‘nait-taim/ n [U] the time in every 
24-hour period when it is dark © Opposite: 
DAYTIME 


nil /nil/ n [U] nothing © Investment in the industry 
has dropped to virtually nil. 


nimble /'nim-bal/ adj quick and exact in move- 
ment or thought; AGILE 0 a nimble mind © He tried 
to catch his friend, but she was too nimble. 


nincompoop /'nin-kem ,pu:p/ n [C] infml a 
foolish or stupid person 


nine /nain/ number 19 0 My sister is nine. 0 a nine- 
month prison sentence 2 Nine can also mean nine 
o'clock. 
ninth /nainé@/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 She currently ranks 
ninth in the world. © [C] Election day falls on the 
ninth of November this year. 2 Aninth is one of nine 
equal parts of something. 


nineteen /nain'ti:n, naint-/ number 19 © Nine- 
teen of the passengers were injured. O a nineteen-car 
train 
nineteenth /nain 'ti:n9, naint-/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 
| was nineteenth in line to renew my driver’s license. 
© [C] Our next meeting is on the nineteenth of June. 
2 A nineteenth is one of nineteen equal parts of 
something. 


ninety /‘naint-i, 'nain-di/ number 90 © Grandma 
just turned ninety. © a ninety-year-old woman 
nineties, 90s, 90’s /'naint-i:z, 'nain-di:z/ p/n the 
numbers 90 through 99 © It’s expected to be in the 
nineties (= between 90° and 99°) tomorrow. © Infla- 
tion was held in check in the nineties (= between 
1990 and 1999). 0 | know only two people in their 
nineties (= between 90 and 99 years old). 
ninetieth /‘naint:-i:-99, 'nain-di:-/ adj, adv, n[C] 
1 He finished ninetieth in the marathon. O Mine was 
the ninetieth signature on the petition. 2 A ninetieth 
is one of ninety equal parts of something. 


ninny /‘nin-i/ n[C] infmia foolish person 
ninth /nain@/ adj, adv, no See at NINE 


nip /nip/ v [I/T] -pp- to press something hard be- 
tween two often sharp objects, such as teeth or 
the nails on fingers © [I/T] The puppy kept nipping 
(at) her ankles. 


IDIOMS with nip 


ea nip in the air a feeling of cold © There’s a real 
nip in the air this morning. 

enip and tuck in a situation in which one side 
seems to be winning and then the other, so that 
the result is uncertain © The election was nip and 
tuck at first, but then Roberts pulled ahead and won. 
enip something in the bud to stop something be- 
fore it has an opportunity to develop © We have to 
nip these money problems in the bud before we get 
into real trouble. 


nipple /‘nip-al/ n[C] 1 the dark part of the skin 
in the middle of a human breast, or the similar part 
of an animal, and through which females can sup- 
ply milk to their young 2 A nipple is also the part 
of a bottle used for feeding babies through which 
liquid comes out. 


nippy /'nip-i/ adj [-er/-est only] cold © It’s a bit 
nippy outside. 


nit /nit/ n[C] the egg of an insect, esp. a LOUSE 
nite /nait/ n [C] NIGHT 


nitpicking /‘nit ,pik-19/ n [U] the tendency to 
look for slight mistakes or faults © This constant 
nitpicking is hard on your friends. 


nitrate /'nar-treit/ n [C/U] a chemical that is 
used esp. as a FERTILIZER (= substance that helps 
plants grow) 


nitric acid /‘nar-trik 'zs-ad/ n [U] chemistry a 
clear, colorless liquid that is used in making many 
chemicals, especially explosives and FERTILIZERS (= 
substances that help plants to grow) 


nitrifying bacteria /'na:-tra far-1n bak 'tir- 
i:-9/ n [pl] bacteria in the dirt on the surface of the 
earth that change the NITROGEN (= gas) in dead 
plants into a form that growing plants can use for 
food 


nitrogen /'na-tra-d3an/ n [U] biology, chem- 
istry a gas, one of the chemical elements, that has 
no color or taste, is a part of all living things, and 
forms about 78 percent of the earth’s ATMOSPHERE 
(= mixture of gases surrounding it) 


nitrogen cycle n [U] biology the process by 

which NITROGEN is exchanged between different 
living organisms on earth and between living or- 
ganisms and the environment, for example, when 
plants take it from the air and animals eat the 
plants 


nitrogen-fixing bacteria n [pl] biology 

bacteria that can absorb NITROGEN from the air 
and change it into a form that plants can use for 
food 


nitrogenous /nat'trad3-9-nas/ adj [not grad- 
able] biology, chemistry containing the gas NI- 
TROGEN 


nitty-gritty /,nit-i:'‘grit-i/ n [U] infm/ the basic 
facts of a situation © Let’s get down to the nitty-gritty 
of the actual building costs. 


nitwit /'nit-wit/ n[C] a foolish or stupid person 


nix /niks/ v [T] infmi to stop, forbid, or refuse to 
accept something © | hoped to get the day off, but 
the boss nixed it. 


no NOT ANY /nov/ adj [not gradable] 1 not any; 
not one; not a © There’s no butter left. © No trees 
grow near the top of the mountain. © There's no 
chance of us getting there by eight. © She no longer 
writes to me (= does not continue to write to me). 
2 In signs and official notices, “no” is used to show 
that something is not allowed: No hunting/tres- 
passing/swimming 


or 
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NEGATIVE ANSWER /nou/ adv [not gradable] used 
to give negative answers © “Are you hurt?” “No, 
I’m OK.” 0 “Would you like some coffee?” “No, thank 
you.” 
no /nou/ n[C] pi noes O The answer is no. 


NOT /nou/ adv [not gradable] not © It’s no colder 
today than it was yesterday. 


IDIOMS with no 


ein no time (at all) very quickly 0 Now that we're 
on the highway, we'll be there in no time. 

ein no uncertain terms very clearly and often un- 
kindly © She was told in no uncertain terms that the 
magazine had no interest in her short stories. 
esomeone is no fool someone is not easily de- 
ceived © The teacher won't believe your little brother 
took your homework — he’s no fool. 

esomething is no joke something is a difficult or 
serious matter © It’s no joke when a virus gets into 
your computer. 

esomething is no object something is not a diffi- 
culty that will prevent something from happening 
Oo When he really wanted something, money was no 
object. 

* someone is no stranger to something someone is 
familiar with something, esp. something difficult 
or unpleasant © She’s no stranger to hard work. 
eit’s no use (doing something), there’s no use (do- 
ing something) the thing someone tries cannot be 
or was not successful © People tried to stop her, but 
it was no use. O There’s no use asking me about it, 
because | don’t know anything. 

eno doubt certainly © He will no doubt tell you all 
about his vacation. 

eno end of something a lot of something © The 
twins were no end of trouble. 

eno go not allowed or not acceptable © Shorts are 
no go here — you have to wear long pants and shoes. 
eno hard feelings no feeling of being upset 0 “I’m 
really sorry.” “Don’t worry — No hard feelings.” © 
Yvonne wanted to show there were no hard feelings 
after | won the contest. 

eno ifs, ands, or buts no excuses or doubts © / 
want no ifs, ands, or buts — give Sam his game back 
right now. 

eno kidding really or honestly © No kidding, there 
were about a hundred people at Latisha’s party. 
eno laughing matter very serious © Being late for 
a job interview is no laughing matter. 

eno mean something something that is very good 
© Getting the job finished so quickly was no mean 
achievement. 

eno news is good news if something bad had 
happened, you would have been told 0 We haven’t 
heard that they got home safely, but | guess no news 
is good news. 

eno problem infmi yes, | can do that without any 
trouble © “Can you pick me up at noon?” “No 
problem.” 

eno questions asked without asking questions, 
esp. in a situation where you would expect ques- 
tions © If you are not satisfied with your purchase, 
we will refund your money, no questions asked. 

¢no sooner does something happen than something 
else happens a second thing happens immediately 


after the first 0 No sooner had | started mowing the 
lawn, than it started raining. 

eno sweat infmi this is not difficult for me © “Will 
you be able to fix the light?” “Yeah, no sweat.” 
eno thanks to someone despite someone © We fin- 
ished the painting, no thanks to Sandra, who decided 
she had to go away for the weekend. 

e(there’s) no two ways about it there is no doubt 
about something © My mom is going to have to 
come live with us — there’s no two ways about it. 
eno Way infmi no or not in any way © No way was 
| going to pay that much for an old, beat-up car. © 
“Can | go with you guys?” “No way -— this is just for 
big kids.” © USAGE: Used to emphasize that you 
really mean no. Oo Compare NOT A CHANCE at NOT 
IDIOMS 

eto no avail fmi without any success or any effect 
© The students asked the school to help them raise 
the money, but to no avail. 


no. /'nam-bar/ n[C] pi nos. abbreviation for number 
No. adj, n [U] abbreviation for NORTH or NORTHERN 


Nobel /nou'bel, 'nou-bel/, Nobel prize n[C] an 
international prize given each year for achieve- 
ments in literature, physics, chemistry, medicine, 
ECONOMICS, and world peace 


noble MORAL /'nou-bal/ adj having or showing 
high moral qualities or character © /t was a noble 
effort to achieve a peaceful settlement to the conflict. 


HIGH RANK /'nou-bal/ adj [not gradable] having a 
high social rank, esp. from birth © a noble family 
related to the queen 
noble /'nou-bal/ n [C] a person of high social 
rank, esp. from birth 
nobility /nou'bil-at-i/ n [U] the class or group of 
people who have a high social rank, esp. from birth 


noble gas n [C] chemistry any of a group of 
gases, such as HELIUM, that do not react with other 
chemicals 


nobody /'nou-bad-i, -,bad-i/ pronoun, n [C] 1 
not anyone; no person O Nobody was around to 
answer the phone. © If he can’t fix your computer, 
nobody can. 2 A nobody is also someone who is 
considered unimportant: There were celebrities 
there, but | sat between two nobodies. 


no-brainer /nou'brer-nar/ n [C] slang some- 
thing so simple or obvious that you do not need 
to think much about it © Taking that job over the 
one | had was a no-brainer. 


nocturnal /nak 'tarn-@l/ adj of the night, or ac- 
tive during the night © Most bats and owls are 
nocturnal. 


nod MOVE HEAD /nad/ v [I/T] -dd- to move the 
head down and then up again quickly, esp. to 
show agreement, approval, or greeting © [I/T] The 
teacher nodded (his head) in agreement. 
nod /nad/ n [C usually sing] © He gave her a nod 
of recognition. 


SLEEP /nad/ v [I] -dd- to let your head fall forward 
when you are beginning to sleep 
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PHRASAL VERB with nod 


nod off to begin to sleep, esp. while sitting up © 
| nodded off once or twice during the movie. 


node TISSUE /noud/ n [C] a lump of tissue © a 
lymph node 

WAVE PATTERN /noud/ n [C] physics the point 
that represents the lowest AMPLITUDE in a pattern 
of DESTRUCTIVE INTERFERENCE © Compare ANTI- 
NODE 


moes /nouz/ pi of NO NEGATIVE ANSWER 


no-fault adj [not gradable] (of agreements, con- 
tracts, etc.) stating that blame does not have to be 
proved before action can be taken © no-fault 
insurance 


no-frills adj [not gradable] basic, without details 
or extras © He opted for a no-frills flight to save on 
expenses. 


no-holds-barred adj [not gradable] without 
limits or controls © She had no regrets about what 
she said in her no-holds-barred speech. 


noir /nwar/, film noir n [C/U] a type of movie, 
usually filmed in a city, that shows the world as an 
unhappy, violent place in which many unpleasant 
people live, or a film of this type © The film is a 
Classic noir with an unusual mix of political satire. 


noise /no1z/ n [C/U] (a) sound, esp. when it is 
unwanted, unpleasant, or loud © [U] | heard back- 
ground noise on the phone line. © [C] If the washing 
machine gets out of balance, it makes a horrible 
noise. 
noisy /'no1zi/ adj [-er/-est only] © The garbage 
truck is so noisy it wakes me up in the morning. 


WORD FAMILY noise 


Nouns Adverbs 


noisily 


noise 


Adjectives noisy 


nomad /'nou-mzed/ n[C] a member of a group 
of people who move from one place to another, 
rather than living in one place all of the time 
nomadic /nou'meed:-1k/ adj © nomadic people 


no-man’s-land n [C usually sing] an area or 
strip of land that no one owns or controls, such as 
a strip of land between two countries’ borders 


nomenclature /'nou-man kler-tfar/ n [C] a 
system for naming things, esp. in a particular area 
of science © the nomenclature of nuclear physics 


nominal NOTIN REALITY /'nam-an-°l/ adj [not 
gradable] in name or thought, but not in reality © 
He’s the nominal head of the university. 

SMALL /'nam-an-*l/ adj [not gradable] (of a sum of 
money) very small compared to an expected price 
or value © There is a nominal fee for the workshop. 


nominate /‘nam-a,neit/ v[T] 1 to officially sug- 
gest someone for a position, an honor, or election 
© She was nominated by the president to serve on 
the Supreme Court. 2 If someone or something is 


nominated for a prize, it is one of the official com- 
petitors for it. 

nomination /,nam-a'ner-fan/ n [C/U] o [U] 
Three candidates are seeking the Democratic nomi- 
nation for the presidency. 


nominative /‘nam:a-nat-1v/ adj [not gradable] 
grammar having or relating to the CASE (= form) 
of a noun, pronoun, or adjective used to show that 
a word is the subject of a verb 


nominee /nam-a'ni:/ n [C] a person who has 
been officially suggested for a position, an honor, 
or election © He is a nominee for best actor. 


mon- /nan/ prefix used to add the meaning “not” 
to adjectives and nouns © nonexistent © nonflam- 
mable © nonpartisan 


nonchalant /,nan- fa'lant/ adj [not gradable] 
behaving in a calm manner, showing that you are 
not worried or frightened © She waited her turn to 
audition, trying to look nonchalant. 
nonchalantly /,nan-fa'lant-li/ adv [not grada- 
ble] © Once on a safari Charles found 14 female lions 
ee nonchalantly across an open field. 
nonchalance /,nan- fa'lans/ n [U] 


noncombatant / nan-kam'bet:2nt/ n [C] a 
person who is part of a military group, but whose 
job does not include fighting © Medics, chaplains, 
and other noncombatants were part of the regiment. 


noncommittal /nan-ka'mit-l/ adj [not 
gradable] not expressing a clear opinion or deci- 
sion © The ambassador was noncommittal about the 
introduction of further sanctions. 


nonconformist © /nan-kam'fo:r-mast/ n 
[C] a person who does not live and think according 
to accepted customs and standards 
nonconformity © /,nan-kam 'fo:r-mat-i/ n[U] 
the condition of not acting or not thinking like 
other people, esp. in relation to religion © William 
Penn was expelled from Oxford for nonconformity. 


nondescript /,nan-di'skript/ adj [not grada- 
ble] having no interesting or unusual features; or- 
dinary © A nondescript couple sat next to her in the 
waiting room. 


none /nan/ pronoun not one, or not any O None 
of my children has blue eyes. © “Is there any more 
orange juice?” “I'm sorry, there’s none left.” 
none /nan/ adv [not gradable] 


IDIOMS with none 


enone other than someone/something the very fa- 
mous or important person or thing © The speech 
was given by none other than the vice president. 
enone the wiser, not be any the wiser 1 to not 
understand something © | read the computer man- 
ual, but I’m still none the wiser. 2 To be none the 
wiser means to not be aware of something: The 
health department gave the restaurant a warning, 
but the customers were none the wiser. 

enone the worse (for something) not damaged or 
harmed despite something © /t was cold and windy 
during the parade but we were none the worse for 
the weather. 
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nonelectrolyte 638 


enone too not very © He seemed none too happy 
at the prospect of meeting the family. 


nonelectrolyte /,nan-1'lek-tra,lait/ n [C] 
chemistry a substance that dissolves in water to 
produce a liquid that electricity does not go 
through 


nonentity /nan ‘ent: at-i/ n[C] a person or thing 
of no importance © It’s a low-budget film full of 
nonentities. 


nonetheless © /,nan-éa'les/ adv [not grada- 
ble] despite what has just been said or referred to; 
NEVERTHELESS © There are possible risks, but none- 
theless, we feel it’s a sound investment. 


nonexistent /,nan-1g'zis-tant/ adj [not grad- 
able] completely absent © Crime is virtually nonex- 
istent around here. 


nonfiction /'nan 'fik-fan/ n [U] literature the 
type of book or other writing that deals with facts 
about real people or events, not imaginary stories 
© Compare FICTION 


nonflammable /nan'flem-a-bal/ adj not 
able to burn © nonflammable clothing 


nongovernmental /,nan ,gav-arn'ment-4l, 
-,gav-ar-/ adj not part of or controlled by the gov- 
ernment © a nongovernmental organization 


nonmetal /nan'met-*l/ n [C] chemistry a 
chemical element that is not a metal 


no-no n[C] infm! something that is thought to be 
unsuitable or unacceptable © Wearing shorts to 
work is @ no-no. 


no-nonsense adj [not gradable] serious and 
practical O Barnes has a quiet, no-nonsense manner 
of doing business. 


nonpartisan /nan 'part-a-zan, -san/ adj not a 
member of or connected with a group or political 
party © a nonpartisan organization/voter/watchdog 
group 


nonpayment /'nan'per-mant/ n [U] failure to 
pay an amount that is expected © He has a long 
record of nonpayment of traffic violations. 


nonplacental /,nan-pla'sent-al/ adj [not grad- 

able] biology relating to mammals such as MAR- 
SUPIALS whose babies, which are not fully 
developed at birth, continue to develop outside 
the mother’s uterus 


nonplussed /nan'plast/ adj surprised, con- 
fused, and not certain how to react © The aggres- 
sive questioning at the job interview left her 
nonplussed. 


nonpolar /,nan'pou-lar/ adj [not gradable] 
chemistry describes a substance whose MOLE- 
CULES do not have opposite positive and negative 
POLES ELECTRICITY 


nonprofit /‘nan 'praf-at/ adj [not gradable] not 
established to make a_ profit © nonprofit 
organizations 


nonprofit /'nan'praf-at/ n [C] an organization 
whose most important goal is something that does 
not involve making a profit © We can help by mak- 
ing donations to nonprofits that serve the homeless. 


nonproliferation /,nan-pra lif-a'rer fan/ n 
[U] the effort to stop the increase in nuclear 
weapons 


nonsectarian /,nan,sek'ter-i:-an/ adj [not 
gradable] not connected with any specific religion 
© About 1,500 students attend 23 nonsectarian pri- 
vate schools. 


nonsense /'nan-sens, -sans/ n [U] 1 foolish 
words or actions © Those accusations are pure/sheer 
nonsense. © What’s all this nonsense about quitting 
school? 2 Nonsense is also language that cannot 
be understood or that has no meaning. 
nonsensical /nan'sen-st-kal/ adj [not gradable] 


non sequitur /nan'sek-wat-ar/ n [C] a state- 
ment that does not relate in a clear, reasonable 
way to the previous statement 


nonsmoker /nan'smou-kar/ n [C] a person 
who does not smoke cigarettes or other tobacco 
products 
nonsmoking /nan'smou-kin/ adj [not gradable] 
(of a place) where smoking is not permitted 


nonstandard /nan'stzn-dard/ adj [not grad- 
able] not standard; different from a standard, and 
often considered not correct © “Drownded” is a 
nonstandard pronunciation for “drowned.” 


nonstop /'nan'stap/ adj, adv [not gradable] (of 
travel) without any stops, or (of an action) done 
without stopping © We got on a nonstop flight from 
New York to Denver. © He talked nonstop about his 
new book. 


nontraditional © /,nan-tra'dif-an-4l/ adj 
different from what was considered usual or typi- 
cal in the past © nontraditional families/medicine/ 
methods 


nonviolent /nan'vat-a-lant/ adj [not gradable] 
not using violent methods, esp. to cause a political 
or social change © The protest demonstration was 
nonviolent, although the marchers were heckled 
throughout by onlookers. 
nonviolence /nan'var-a-lans/ n [U] the use of 
methods that are not violent to cause a political or 
social change 


nonwhite /nan'hwait, -'wait/ adj [not grada- 
ble] not belonging to a race that has pale skin 


noodle /'nu:d-4l/ n [C usually pl] a long, thin 

strip of pasta made from flour, water, and some- 
times eggs, and cooked esp. in boiling water or 
soup 


nook /nuk/ n [C] a small space that is hidden or 
partly sheltered 


noon /nu:n/ n[U] 12 o'clock in the middle of the 
day; MIDDAY © My first class is at noon. 


no one /'nou-wan, -wan/ pronoun not any per- 
son © | called twice, but no one answered. 
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noontime /‘nu:n-tarm/ n[(U] 12 o’clock in the 
middle of the day; NOON © He frequents the res- 
taurant at noontime. 
noontime /'nu:n-taim/ adj [not gradable] 


noose /nu:s/ n[C] one end of a rope tied to form 
a circle which can be tightened around some- 
thing, such as a person’s neck to HANG (= kill) the 
person 


nope /noup/ adv [not gradable] infm!/ (esp. used 
in spoken answers) no © “Are you coming along?” 
“Nope. “t 


nor /no:r, nar/ conjunction used before the second 
or last of a series of negative possibilities that usu- 
ally begin with “neither” © Neither Michael nor his 
wife was injured in the crash. 


nor’ easter /no:r'i:-star/ n [C] a NORTHEASTER 
(= a storm with northeast winds) 


norm © /no:rm/ n[C] an accepted standard or 
a way of being or doing things © Illness has become 
the norm for her. 


normal © NOTUNUSUAL /'no:r-mal/ adj ordi- 
nary or usual; as would be expected © He seemed 
perfectly normal to me. © The temperature is above/ 
below normal today. 

normality € /no:r'meel-at-i/, normalcy /'no:r- 
mal-si/ n [U] the state of being normal 
normalize @ /'no:r-ma ,laiz/ v[I/T] to return to 
the usual or generally accepted situation © [T] They 
hope to normalize relations with the US. 
normalization © /,ns:r-ma-la'zer- fan, -lar-/ n 
[U] 

normally © /'no:r-ma-li/ adv usually or regu- 
larly © She doesn’t normally stop working to have 
lunch. 


“WORD CHOICES normal = = | © 


The word natural can be used instead of “nor- 
mal” when talking about feelings. . 
It’s completely natural to feel anxious on your 
first day at a new school. 
If you are talking about what is normal because 
it happens most often, you can use the word 
usual. 
| went to bed at my usual time. 
If someone or something is normal because 
that person or thing is not different in any way, 
the word ordinary can be used. 
The magazine has stories about ordinary 
people rather than celebrities. 
Standard describes something that is normal 
because it is correct or acceptable in a partic- 
ular job or situation. 
It’s standard practice for surgeons to wear 
gloves. 
If something or someone is normal because 
that thing or person shows the characteristics 
you would expect, you can use the word 
typical. 
He was a typical teenager — arguing with his 
parents and staying out late. 


LINE /'no:r-mal/ n[C] physics a line that is PERPEN- 
DICULAR (= at an angle of 90 degrees) to a surface 


WORD FAMILY normal 


Nouns 


normality/normalcy Adjectives normal 
abnormality abnormal 


Adverbs 


normally 
abnormally 


normal force n [U] physics the amount of 
force that keeps two surfaces touching, but does 
not let them come apart or press further together 


north /no:r6/, abbreviation N., abbreviation No. n [U] 
1 the direction that is opposite south, or the part 
of an area or country which is in this direction © 
The points of the compass are north, south, east, and 
west. 2 In the US, the North is the part of the coun- 
try in the north and east: Ken grew up in Mississippi 
but settled in the North after college. 3 US history 
In the US Civil War, the North was the group of 
states that fought to keep the US together. 
north /n2:r6/, abbreviation N., abbreviation No. adj, 
adv [not gradable] 1 the north coast © She lives 
about forty miles north of here. 2 A north wind is a 
wind coming from the north. 
northerly /'no:r-dar-li/ adj toward or near the 
north © a northerly route 
northern /'no:r-darn/, abbreviation N., abbreviation 
No. adj [not gradable] © Tom lives in the northern 
part of the state. 
northerner /'no:r-dar-nar, -ba-nar/ n[C] a per- 
son from the northern part of a country, or (in the 
US) a person from the part of the country in the 
north and east 
northward /'no:ré-ward/ adj [not gradable] to- 
ward the north © northward migration 
northward /'no:r6-ward/, northwards /'n2:r6- 
wardz/ adv [not gradable] © He headed northward. 


WORD FAMILY north 


Nouns — north 


northerner 


Adjectives north 
northerly 
northern 


north 
northward 


northward 


Adverbs 


northeast /no:r'6i:st/, abbreviation N.E. n[U] the 
direction between north and east, or the part of 
an area or country which is in this direction o A 
snowstorm brought an inch of snow to the northeast. 
northeast /no:r'@i:st/, abbreviation N.E. adj, adv 
[not gradable] © Betsy lives in the northeast corner 
of Vermont. 
northeastern /no:r'@i:-starn/, abbreviation N.E. 
adj [not gradable] © northeastern Arizona 
northeaster /no:r'i:-star, no:r6-/, nor’easter 
/nair't:-star/ n [C] a storm with northeast winds, 
or a strong wind coming from the northeast 


Northern Lights p/n patterns of colors in the 
sky that can be seen at night in extreme northern 
parts of the world 


North Pole n [U] the point on the earth’s sur- 
face that is farthest north 
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northwest 


a a 


northwest /no:re'west/, abbreviation N.W. n[U] 
the direction between north and west, or the part 
of an area or country which is in this direction © 
Seattle is in the northwest. 
northwest /no:ré'west/, abbreviation N.W. adj, 
adv [not gradable] © The plane crashed six miles 
northwest of the airport. 
northwestern /no:ré'wes-tarn/, abbreviation N.W. 
adj {not gradable] © northwestern Mexico 


noOSe BODY PART /nouz/ n [C] the part of a per- 
son’s or animal’s face above the mouth through 
which the person or animal breathes and smells © 
He fractured a wrist and broke his nose ina fall. 0 | 
have a runny nose (= liquid coming out of the 
nose). © She blew her nose (= breathed out through 
the nose to clear it). © Related adjective: NASAL 


FRONT /nouz/ n [C] the front of a vehicle, esp. an 
aircraft or spacecraft 

nose /nouz/ v [always + adv/prep] to move for- 
ward slowly and carefully © [I] The car nosed out 
into traffic. 


SEARCH /nouz/ v [I always + adv/prep] infm/ to look 
around or search in order to discover something, 
esp. something that other people do not want you 
to find © | don’t want you nosing around in my 
closet. 


IDIOMS with nose 


eon the nose exactly correct or the exact amount 
© He weighs 175 pounds on the nose. 

estick your nose into something, poke/put your 
nose into something infml to try to discover things 
which do not involve you © You're always sticking 
your nose into my business. 


nosebleed /'nouz:bli:d/ n[C] a period of bleed- 
ing from the nose 


nosedive /'nouz-darv/ n[C] (esp. of an aircraft) 
a fast and sudden fall to the ground with the front 
pointing down ° (fig.) Stock prices took a nosedive 
(= a sudden fall in value). 
nosedive /'nouz:-datv/ v [I] © (fig.) Profits nose- 
dived in the last quarter. 


nosh /naf/ n [U] infmi a small amount of food 
eaten between meals or as a meal 
nosh /naf/ v [I] infmlo We noshed on pretzels dur- 
ing the game. 


no-show n [C] a person who is expected but 
does not arrive © Airlines overbook some flights be- 
cause they count on a certain number of no-shows. 


nostalgia /na'stzl-d3a, na-; na'stal-/ n [U] a 
feeling of pleasure and sometimes slight sadness 
at the same time as you think about things that 
happened in the past © Hearing her voice again 
filled him with nostalgia. 
nostalgic /na'stzel-d3rk, na-; na'stal-/ adjo Jenny 
grew nostalgic for home on Thanksgiving Day. 


nostril /‘nas-tral/ n [C] either of the two open- 
ings in the nose through which air moves 


nOSy, nosey /'nou-zi/ adj too interested in what 
other people are doing and wanting to discover 
too much about them 9° | was a nosy kid. 


not /nat/ adv [not gradable] 1 used to make a 
word or group of words negative, or to give a word 
or words an opposite meaning © Her life was not 
happy. © If it’s not yours, whose is it? © He’s not bad- 
looking (= He is attractive). © She was not only an 
excellent teacher but (also) a brilliant researcher (= 
she was both these things). © Not that / mind (=| 
do not mind), but why didn’t you call yesterday? 2 
Not-too-distant refers to a time in the near future 
or recent past: They plan to have children in the not- 
too-distant future. 


USAGE ee - 
not...either 

The words not...either are used to add another 
piece of negative information. 


| do not have my credit card with me and | do 
not have any cash either. 

Ld , — wall 
net have-anycash neither. 

Shona didn’t like the movie, and Helen didn't 
enjoy it either. 

cy parte ae ee 


IDIOMS with not 


enot a chance there is no possibility © “Do you 
think | could pass for a 21-year-old?” “Not a 
chance!” 0 Compare NO WAY at NO IDIOMS © US- 
AGE: Used as an answer to a question. 

enot at all | do not mind 9 “Do you mind if | sit 
here?” “Not at all.” © USAGE: Used to answer a 
question. 

enot your day a bad day when things do not hap- 
pen as you would like them to © / missed my bus 
and forgot my glasses — | guess it’s just not my day. 
© Compare ONE OF THOSE DAYS at ONE IDIOMS 
enot yourself not feeling well or not acting in your 
usual way © /’m sorry for crying — I’m not myself 
today. 

enot to mention (someone/something) and some- 
thing else, even more than the first thing © Ba- 
nanas were scarce, not to mention mangoes. 


notable /'novt-a-bal/ adj important and deserv- 
ing attention © She worked with many notable 
musicians. 
notably /'nout-a-bli/ advo Other sports have had 
work stoppages, most notably baseball. 


notary (public) /‘novt-a-ri (‘pab-lik)/ n [C] 
pl notaries (public) /aw an official who has the le- 
gal authority to say that documents are correctly 
signed or truthful 
notarize /'nout-a ,raiz/ v [T] law © Do these sig- 
natures have to be notarized? 


notation /nou'ter fan/n[C/U] 1 mathematics 
the system of written symbols used esp. in math- 
ematics 2 music Musical notation is the system of 
symbols used to write music. 


notch Cut /natf/ n[C] a cut in a hard surface o 
The rope had jammed in a V-shaped notch. 


notch /natf/ v [T] © He notched the end of the 
beam. 


a bat | ahot | ai bite | av house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | u put | ur rude | acut | 9 alone 


== SS S= BS 


whole note half note quarter note 


treble clef bass clef 


eighth notes 


flat natural time signature 


MUSICAL NOTATION 


POSITION /natf/ n [C] an imaginary point or posi- 
tion in a comparison of amounts or values; degree 
© Suddenly he raised his voice a notch. 


RECORD /nat{/ v [T] to achieve or keep a record of 
something © Her band notched another Grammy 
Award last night. 


mote WRITING /nout/ n [C] 1 a short piece of 

writing © a handwritten note © Make a note to 
phone him (= Write it down so you remember). 2 
A note is a piece of information that you write 
down while something is happening: [C usually pl] 
Be sure to take notes in class (= write down 
information). 


SOUND /nout/ n[C] 1 a single sound, esp. in music, 
or a written symbol which represents this sound © 
Her soprano voice intoned the low, first notes of the 
song. 2 fig. Note also means the particular quality 
of an emotion or feeling: The meeting ended on an 
optimistic note. 


NOTICE /nout/ v [T] to take notice of, give atten- 
tion to, or make a record of something © [+ that 
clause] Please note that we will be closed on 
Saturday. 


IMPORTANCE /nout/ n importance or fame © There 
was nothing of note in the report. 
noted /'nout-ad/ adj © a noted scholar 


notebook Book OF PAPER /'nout-buk/ n[C] a 
book of paper for writing on © She wrote everything 
down in her notebook. 


SMALL COMPUTER /'nout-buk/ n [C] a small, light 
computer 


noteworthy /‘nout ,w3r-di/ adj deserving at- 
tention because of being important or interesting 
© Two noteworthy films open this week. 


nothing /'nae-1n/ pronoun 1 not anything o 
There’s nothing in the drawer —1| took everything out. 
© Money means nothing to him (= is not important). 
O The score is Yankees three, Red Sox nothing (= no 
points). © The story was nothing but (= only) lies. 
2 If something is nothing to someone, it has little 
meaning or value to the person: Losing a thousand 
bucks is nothing to him. 3 Someone or something 
that has nothing to do with something else is not 
involved with it: That has nothing to do with me. 4 
People say something is nothing as a polite answer 
when they are thanked: “Thanks for the tickets.” 
“Oh, it’s nothing.” 


nothingness /'nae-19-nas/ n [U] a state or place 
where nothing is present, or where nothing im- 
portant is present 


IDIOMS with nothing 


e nothing could be further from the truth what 
has been suggested is completely untrue © I’m cer- 
tainly not in love with him — nothing could be further 
from the truth! 

enothing less than something, nothing short of 
something 1 only a particular quality in something, 
and not worse © The chef will accept nothing less 
than perfection from his kitchen staff. 2 Nothing less 
than is also used to show something is very im- 
portant or serious: The president proposed nothing 
less than a complete overhaul of the tax system. © 
USAGE: Used to emphasize how important or dif- 
ficult an activity is. 

enothing like something not nearly as good as 0 
Instant coffee is OK, but it’s nothing like the real 
thing. 

enothing much very little 0 “What's up?” “Noth- 
ing much.” © | had nothing much to do that day. 
enothing special neither very good nor very bad 
© Dinner was nothing special. 

enothing to sneeze at something that deserves 
serious attention, esp. an amount of money © 
An extra two thousand bucks a year is nothing to 
sneeze at. 


notice SEE /‘nout-as/ v to become aware of, esp. 
by looking; to see © [I] Mary waved but he didn’t 
seem to notice. O[+ that clause] He noticed that she 
was staring at him. 
notice /'nout-as/ n [U] © Twain first attracted no- 
tice (= attention) as a humorist. 
noticeable /'nout-a-sa-bal/ adj easy to see or 
recognize © There’s a noticeable improvement in 
your grades. 
noticeably /'nout-a-sa-bli/ adv © It’s gotten no- 
ticeably colder this week. 

INFORMATION /'nout-as/ n [C/U] 1 something 
written or printed that gives information or in- 
structions © [C] We got a notice about recycling in 
the mail. © [U] This building is closed until further 
notice (= until official instructions are given). 2 No- 
tice is also warning that something will happen or 
needs to happen: [U] / can’t cancel my plans on 
such short notice/at a moment's notice (= immedi- 
ately). 3 Notice is also an official statement saying 
you are leaving your job or telling you your job 
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CFE ce ss ee 


has ended: [U] / got my 30-day notice yesterday at 
work. 


WORD FAMILY notice 


Nouns 


Verbs notice 


Adverbs 


notice 
noticeably 


Adjectives noticeable 
unnoticed 


notify /‘novt-a ,fai/ v[T] to tell someone officially 
about something © Contest winners will be notified 
by postcard. 
notification /,nout-a-fa'ker-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] 
Final notification should reach teachers by March 15. 


notion © /'nou: fan/ n[C] a belief or idea © Nast 
helped form the American notion of Santa Claus. 


notoriety /,nout-9'rat-at-i/ n (U] the state of 

being famous for doing something, esp. some- 
thing immoral or bad © She isn’t happy about the 
notoriety of the mayor. 


notorious /no'to:r-i:-as, -'tour-/ adj famous for 
something immoral or bad © The canal is notorious 
for its pollution. 
notoriously /na'to:r-i:-a-sli, -'tour-/ adv 


notwithstanding © /,nat-wid'stzn-din, 
-wid-/ prep, adv not considering or being influ- 
enced by; despite © Injuries notwithstanding, this 
season has been a disappointment to me. 


moun /naun/ n [C] grammar a word that refers 
to a person, place, thing, event, substance, or 


quality © “Doctor,” “party,” and “beauty” are 
nouns. 


nourish /'nar-1f, 'na-rf/ v [T] to provide people 
or animals with food in order to make them grow 
and keep them healthy 

nourishing /'n3r-1-Jin, 'na-r-fin/ adj © Candy 
isn’t very nourishing. 

nourishment /'nar-1f-mant, 'na-rif-/ n [U] OA 
young baby gets its nourishment from its mother’s 
milk. 


novel BOOK /'nav-al/ n (C] literature a long, 
printed story about imaginary characters and 
events © literary/romance novels 
novelist /'nav-al-ast/ n[C] writing a person who 
writes novels 

NEW /'nav-al/ adj new and original; not like any- 
thing seen before © a novel idea/suggestion 
novelty /'nav-al-ti/ n [C/U] the quality of being 
new or unusual, or a new or unusual experience © 
[U] The novelty of the toys soon wore off. 


November /nou'vem:bar/, abbreviation Nov. n 
[C/U] the eleventh month of the year, after Octo- 
ber and before December 


novice /'nav-as/ n[C] a person who is beginning 
to learn a job or an activity and has little or no 
experience or skill in it © I’m just a novice at making 
videos. 


MOW AT PRESENT /nau/ adv [not gradable] 1 at 
the present time rather than in the past or future, 
or immediately © She used to work in an office, but 
now she works at home. © It’s now 7 o’clock, time to 


get up or you'll be late for work, 2 Just now means 
either a very short time ago or at the present time: 
I can’t stop to talk just now, but give me a call when 
you get home. 
now /nau/ n [U] the present moment or time © 
That’s all for now (= until a future point in time). © 
From now on (= Starting at this moment and con- 
tinuing in the future), the front door will be locked 
at midnight. 

now (that) /'nau (dat)/ conjunction You use now 
that to give an explanation of a new situation: Now 
that | live only a few blocks from work, | walk to work 
and enjoy it. 

IN SPEECH /nau/ adv [not gradable] used in state- 
ments and questions to introduce or give empha- 
sis to what you are saying © Now where was ! before 
you interrupted me? 


IDIOM with now 


e (every) now and then, (every) now and again 
sometimes but not very often © We still meet for 
lunch now and then, but not as often as we used to. 
© Compare EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE at EVERY IDIOMS 


nowadays /'nau-a ,deiz/ adv [not gradable] at 
the present time, in comparison to the past © Now- 
adays people don’t dress up as much as they used to. 


nowhere /'nou-hwer, -wer, -hweer, -wzer/ adv 
[not gradable] in, at, or to no place; not anywhere 
© Nowhere in the statement did he apologize for 
what he had done. © Nowhere else will you find such 
wonderful beaches. 


IDIOMS with nowhere 


eget nowhere (fast), go nowhere (fast) to com- 
pletely fail to achieve something © He was trying 
to persuade her to let him drive, but he was getting 
nowhere fast. 

enowhere near not in any way © The operation 
had already been going on for eight hours, and it 
was nowhere near finished. 

enowhere to be found not able to be seen O We 
looked for her everywhere, but she was nowhere to 
be found. 


no-win adj [not gradable] not allowing for suc- 
cess © a no-win situation 


noxious /'nak: fas/ adj (esp. of a gas) poisonous 
or harmful © noxious gases 


nozzle /'naz-al/ n[C] a narrow piece attached to 
the end of a tube so that the liquid or air that 
comes out can be directed in a particular way © 
Attach the nozzle to the garden hose before turning 
on the water. 


nuance /'nu:-ans/ n [C] a quality of something 
that is not easy to notice but may be important © 
Actors have to study the nuances of facial expression 
to show the whole range of emotions. 
nuanced /'nu:-anst/ adj © He gives a beautifully 
nuanced performance in a tricky role. 


nuclear © OF ATOMS /'nu:-kli:-ar, not standard 
'nu:-kja-lar/ adj [not gradable] 1 physics of or re- 
lating to a process by which the NUCLEUS (= cen- 
tral part) of an atom is divided or joined to another 
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nucleus, resulting in the release of energy 2 relat- 
ing to weapons, or the use of weapons, in which 
an atom is divided or joined to another nucleus to 
release energy in a destructive way © nuclear war 
© nuclear disarmament (= giving up or removing a 
country’s nuclear weapons) 


OF CELLS /'nu:-kli:-ar/ adj [not gradable] biology 
of or relating to the NUCLEUS of a cell 


nuclear family n [C] a social unit of two par- 
ents and their children © We average fewer than two 
children per nuclear family. 0 Compare EXTENDED 
FAMILY 


nuclear reactor n(C] a large device that pro- 
duces nuclear energy 


nuclear waste n [C/U] the unwanted RADIO- 
ACTIVE material that is created when producing 
nuclear power 


nuclease /'nu:-kli:,e1s, -,e1z/ n [C] biology a 
type of ENZYME (= chemical in cells) that can di- 
vide a NUCLEIC ACID into its basic parts 


nucleic acid /nu:'kli:-1k 'as-ad, -'kler-/ n [C/ 
U] biology a type of acid, for example, DNA and 
RNA, that is found in all living cells and contains 
the GENETIC information passed from parents to 
children 


nucleus /'nu:-kli:-as/ n[C] p/nuclei 1 the central 
part of something 2 People or things that form the 
nucleus of something are the most important part 
of it: These two people will form the nucleus of a new 
management team to promote sales in South Amer- 
ica. 3 physics A nucleus is the central part of an 
atom. » Picture: atom 4 biology A nucleus is the 
central part of a cell that controls its growth. 
>» Picture: amoeba; cell 
nuclear /'nu:-kli:-ar, not standard 'nu:-kja-ler/ adj 


nuclide /'nu:-klaid/ n [C] chemistry, physics a 
type of atom having a specific number of PRO- 
TONS and NEUTRONS 


nude /nu:d/ adj [not gradable] not wearing any 
clothes 

nude /nu:d/ n [C] 1 a picture or other piece of 
art showing a person who is not wearing any 
clothes 2 If you are in the nude, you are not wear- 
ing any clothes: The first Olympians of ancient 
Greece competed in the nude. 

nudist /'nu:d-ast/ n [C] a person who believes 
that not wearing clothes is healthy and who is of- 
ten part of a group of people who meet to practice 
their belief 

nudity /'nu:d-at-i/ n [U] the state of wearing no 
clothes 


nudge /nad3/ v [T] to push someone or some- 
thing gently, sometimes to get someone’s atten- 
tion O My wife nudged me to tell me to get off the 
phone so that she could use it. 
nudge /nad3/ n[C] ©! gave him a nudge to wake 
him up. 


nugget /'nag-at/ n[C] asmall, rough lump, esp. 
of gold © a gold nugget 


nuisance /'nu:-sans/ n [C] something or some- 
one that annoys you or causes trouble for you © 
It’s a nuisance filling out all these forms. 


nuke /nu:k/ v [T] infmi 1 to bomb with nuclear 
weapons 2 slang To nuke food is to cook it in a 
MICROWAVE. 

nuke /nu:k/ n [C] infm! a nuclear weapon © Signs 
reading “No nukes!” were everywhere. 


null and void /'nal-and'void/ adj [not grada- 
ble] law (of an agreement or contract) having no 
legal effect and to be considered therefore as if it 
did not exist 


nullify /‘nal-9,far/ v [T] to cause an agreement 
or result to be no longer effective or consider it as 
not existing © The referee nullified the goal. 


numb /nam/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 (of a part of the 
body) unable to feel anything © My fingers are so 
cold, they‘re numb. 2 |f you are numb with a strong 
emotion, you are not able to feel anything else or 
to think clearly: At the sound of breaking glass, she 
went numb with fear. 
numbness /'nam-nas/ n [U] 


number SYMBOL /'nam-bar/, abbreviation no. n 
[C] pinos. 1 a unit or its symbol that forms part of 
a system of counting and calculating, and that rep- 
resents an amount or position in a series © You can 
write numbers in words, such as six, seven, and eight, 
or with symbols, such as 6, 7, and 8. 2 Anumber is 
also a specific set of symbols in a particular order 
that represent someone or something: Please write 
down your Social Security number. 3 Anumber can 
also be a position in a series: We're up to 10 — who 
has the next number? 
number /'nam-bar/ v[T] to give a different num- 
ber to each of two or more things, esp. in a par- 
ticular order © The software automatically numbers 
the footnotes. 


AMOUNT /'nam-bar/ n [C/U] 1 an amount or total 
© [C] A large number of tickets were sold almost im- 
mediately. © [C] Large numbers of people (= A lot of 
people) crowded the streets. © [U] Quite a number 
of (= Many) cases of the flu have been reported al- 
ready. 2 Anumber of things is several of them: [U] 
There were a number of causes for the accident. 3 
Any number of things is a lot of them: [U] He’d 
already heard any number of excuses. 
number /'nam-bar/ v [L] to be (a total) O The 
crowd numbered over 100,000. » Usage: amount 
of or number of? at AMOUNT 

GRAMMAR /'nam:bar/ n [U] grammar the forms 
of words, esp. nouns, pronouns, and verbs, that 
show whether they are singular or plural 

SONG /'nam-:bar/ n[C] a song, dance, or other part 
in a performance © The last number she sang was 
a beautiful, slow ballad. 


WORD FAMILY number 


Nouns Verbs number 


enumerate 


number 
numeral 


outnumber 


innumerable 
numerical 
numerous 


Adjectives 
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eee en Te ee 


IDIOM with number 


e someone’s number is up infmi someone is going 
to die © When the plane started to shake, Charles 
thought his number was up. 


number line n (C] mathematics a drawing 
that represents all the numbers that exist, includ- 
ing those greater than and less than zero and IR- 
RATIONAL NUMBERS such as 7 


number one n[C] the best or highest ranking 
person or thing © She’s still number one in tennis. 


number theory rn [U] mathematics the 
study of the qualities and characteristics of 
numbers 


numeral /‘nu:-ma-ral/ n[C] a symbol that rep- 
resents a number © the numeral 5 


numerator /'nu:-ma,reit-ar/ n[C] mathemat- 
ics a number above the line in a FRACTION (= a 
division of a whole number) © /n the fraction, 3 is 
the numerator. © Compare DENOMINATOR 


numerical /nu:'mer-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] 
involving or expressed in numbers © numerical 
ability © Keep your files in numerical order. 


numerous /‘nu:-ma-ras/ adj many © She is the 
author of three books and numerous articles. 


NUN /nan/ n [C] a member of a female religious 
group whose members promise to obey the orders 
of the leader of the group, to be poor, and not to 
marry 


nuptial /‘nap- fal, -tfal/ adj [not gradable] fmire- 
lating to marriage © nuptial vows 
nuptials /‘nap- falz, -tfalz/ pln fmia marriage cer- 
emony; a wedding © The nuptials will take place in 
the home of the bride's parents. 


nurse PERSON /n3rs/ n [C] a person trained to 
care for people who are ill or not able to care for 
themselves because of injury or old age, and who 
may also help doctors in treating people © The hos- 
pital has at least five nurses on duty in the pediatrics 
ward all the time. 
nurse /n3rs/ v [T} 1 to care for people who are 
sick or cannot care for themselves because of injury 
or old age © After my mother’s operation, she stayed 
with us for a while until we nursed her back to health. 
2 If you nurse an injury, you rest it to help it get 
better: Robert stayed home today, nursing a bad 
back. 
nursing /'n3r-sin/ n [U] the job of being a nurse 
© She studied nursing at Northwestern University. 

FEED A BABY /nars/ v[I/T] to feed a baby from the 
breast, or of a baby, to drink from a woman’s 
breast © [I/T] /’m planning to nurse (the baby) for 
at least three months. 


LAST LONGER /nars/ v [T] to make something con- 
tinue to exist © Oklahoma was nursing a 7-3 lead 
over Texas with two minutes left. 

WORD FAMILY nurse 
Nouns nurse 


Verbs nurse 


nursery 
nursing 


nursery CHILD CARE /'n3r-sa-ri/n [C] 1 a place 
where young children and babies are cared for 
while their parents are somewhere else © The store 
has a nursery where you can leave your children 
while you shop. 2 dated A nursery is also a child's 
room in a house. 


PLANTS /'n3r-sa-ri/ n [C] a place where plants and 
trees are grown, usually for sale 


nursery rhyme n [C] a short poem or song 
for young children 


nursery school n [C] a PRESCHOOL 


nursing home n[C]a place where old people 
live and receive care when they can no longer care 
for themselves 


nurture /'n3r-tfar/ v [T] to feed and care for a 
child, or to help someone or something develop 
by encouraging that person or thing © As a record 
company director, his job is to nurture young talent. 


nut FOOD /nat/ n[C] the dry fruit of some trees, 
consisting of an edible seed within a hard, outer 
shell, or the seed itself 
nutty /'nat-i/ adj [-er/-est only] © a nutty flavor 
METAL OBJECT /nat/ n[C] a small ring of metal that 
a BOLT (= screw without a pointed end) can be 
screwed into to hold something in place © a wing 
nut (= a nut with flat edges for turning) 


PERSON /nat/ n [C] infm! 1 a person who is crazy, 
foolish, or strange O What kind of nut would leave 
a computer in his car overnight with the doors un- 
locked? 2 A nut is also a person who is extremely 
enthusiastic about a particular activity or thing: 
Joyce is a nut for antiques — we’ve got a house full of 
them. 
nuts /nats/ adj [not gradable] infmi/ 1 crazy, fool- 
ish, or strange © You’re nuts if you think you can go 
mountain climbing in a snowstorm. 2 lf you are nuts 
about or nuts over someone or something, you are 
very enthusiastic about that person or thing: He’s 
nuts about his new granddaughter. 
nutty /'nat-i/ adj [-er/-est only] very foolish, or 
not practical © It sounds nutty, but she can make it 
work. 


IDIOM with nut 


ethe nuts and bolts of something the basic facts 
or practical things that need to be understood or 
done © He was a genius on paper, but when it came 
to the nuts and bolts of running a business he was a 
failure. 


nutcracker /'nat krak-ar/ n [C] a tool for 
breaking the shell of a nut 


nutmeg /'nat‘meg/ n [U] a brown powder 
made from the fruit of a tree and used as a spice 


nutrient /‘nu:-tri:-ant/ n [C] biology any sub- 
stance that plants or animals need in order to live 
and grow 


nutrition /nu:'trif-an/ n [U] biology the pro- 
cess by which the body takes in and uses food, esp. 
food that it needs to stay healthy, or the scientific 
study of this process 
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nutritional /nu:'trif-an-4l/, nutritive /‘nu:-trat- 
1v/ adj [not gradable] relating to nutrition, or con- 
taining a food substance your body can use 
nutritious /nu:'trf-es/ adj containing sub- 
stances your body needs and can use to stay 
healthy 


nuts /nats/ adj © See at NUT PERSON 


nutshell /‘nat: fel/ n[U] the hard, outer covering 
of a nut of a tree 


IDIOM with nutshell 


ein a nutshell very briefly, giving only the main 
points © “What went wrong?” “In a_ nutshell, 
everything. ” 


nutty /'nat-i/ adjo See at NUT FOOD; NUT PERSON 


muzzle /'naz-al/ v [I/T] to touch, rub, or press 
someone gently and affectionately, esp. with the 
head or nose © [T] She loved to nuzzle her dog and 
scratch him behind the ears. 


N.W. adj, adv [not gradable] abbreviation for 
NORTHWEST or NORTHWESTERN 


nylon /'nar-lan/ n [U] 1 an artificial substance 
used esp. to make clothes, ropes, and brushes © 
The fishing line is made of nylon and it’s very strong. 
2 Nylons are women’s nylon STOCKINGS: [pl] Most 
women these days wear pantyhose instead of nylons. 
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O LETTER, 0 /ov/ n[C] p/ O's, Os, 0’s, os the 15th 
letter of the English alphabet 

EMOTION /ou/ exclamation old use used when ad- 
dressing someone or something, or when express- 
ing strong emotion © “O! Canada” is the Canadian 
national anthem. 0 Compare OH 

ZERO /ou/ n[U] (spelled the way it is often spoken) 
ZERO NUMBER 


oaf /ouf/ n[C] a big, stupid, awkward person, esp. 
aman 


oak /ouk/ n [C/U] a large tree common in north- 
ern countries, or the hard wood of this tree © [U] 
The floors in their home are made from oak. 


Oar /o:r, our/ n [C] a long pole with a wide, flat 
part at one end which is used to ROW a boat (= 
move it through water) © Compare PADDLE 


OasSiS /ou'er-sas/ n[C] ploases an area in a desert 
where there is water and trees can grow 


Oath PROMISE /ou6/ n[C] a serious promise that 
you will tell the truth or that you will do what you 
have said © Presidents take an oath to uphold the 
Constitution. 

RUDE WORD /0v6@/ n [C] literature dated an offen- 
sive word, esp. one that uses a name for God 


oatmeal /'ovt-mi:l/ n [U] crushed OATS, esp. 
cooked as a breakfast food 


oats /ovts/ pl! na tall plant grown for its grain, or 
the grain from this plant used for food 
Oat /out/ adj © oat bran 


obedient /ou 'bi:d-i:-ant/ adj doing or willing to 
do what you have been asked or ordered to do by 
someone in authority © an obedient child © Related 
verb: OBEY 
obedience /ou'bi:d-i:-ans/ n[U] © She demands 
absolute obedience to the rules. 


obese /ou'bi:s/ adj extremely fat 
obesity /ou'bi:-sat-i/ n [U] © Obesity and lack of 
exercise are bad for the heart. 


obey /ov 'ber/ v [I/T] to do what you are told or 
expected to do according to someone in authority 
or a rule or law © [I] The toddler refused to obey. © 
[T] Residents are expected to obey the house rules. o 
Related adjective: OBEDIENT 


WORD FAMILY obey 


Nouns obedience 


aisobedience 
Adjectives obedient 
disobedient 


Verbs obey 


disobey 


WORD CHOICES obey 2 


Follow can sometimes be used instead of 
“obey.” 
All religions guide youths to follow the 
teachings of elders and parents. 


Comply can be used in formal English when 
someone obeys an order, rule, or request. 
There are serious penalties for failure to 
comply with the regulations. 
Observe is often used in formal English when 
someone obeys a law or custom. 
People must observe the law. 
If someone continues to obey a rule, you could 
use the phrasal verb adhere to. 
They failed to adhere to the terms of the 
agreement. 
Abide by can be used when someone accepts 
and obeys a decision, agreement, etc. 
Players must abide by the referee’s decision. 


OB-GYN /,0u bi: ,d3i: ,war'en/ n [U] medical, ab- 
breviation for OBSTETRICS and GYNECOLOGY (=a part 
of medicine that manages pregnancy, birth, and a 
woman/’s ability to reproduce) 


obituary /ou'bitf-a,wer:i/, infmi obit /ou'bit, 
‘ou-bat/ n [C] a notice, esp. in a newspaper, of a 
person’s death, usually with details about his or her 
life 


object THING /‘ab-d3ikt/ n [C] a thing that can 
be seen, held, or touched, usually not a living 
thing © Distant objects look blurry to me. 


PURPOSE /‘ab-d3ikt/ n[C] a purpose or aim of some 
effort or activity © The object of the game of chess 
is to checkmate your opponent. 


PERSON DIRECTED TO /‘ab-daikt/ n[C] a person or 
thing to which thoughts, feelings, or actions are 
directed © The court has been the object of recent 
criticism. 

GRAMMAR /'ab-daikt/ n[C] grammar a noun, pro- 
noun, or noun phrase that represents the person 
or thing toward which the action of a verb is di- 
rected or to which a preposition relates © In the 
sentence, “Give the book to me,” “book” is the direct 
object of the verb “give,” and “me” is the indirect 
object. 


OPPOSE /ab 'dzekt/ v to feel or express opposition, 
dislike, or disapproval © [I] | don’t think anyone will 
object to leaving early. © [+ that clause] She objected 
that the price was too high. 
objection /ab'd3ek: fan/ n[C] © A couple of peo- 
ple raised/voiced objections to the plan. © Does any- 
one have any objections? 
objectionable /ab'd3ek: fa-na-bal/ adj causing 
offense or opposition © objectionable behavior 


objective © FAIR OR REAL /ab'dzek-trv, ab-/ 
adj not influenced by personal beliefs or feelings; 
fair or real © an objective opinion © Opposite: 
SUBJECTIVE 

objectively @ /ab'd3ek-tiv-li, ab-/ adv © Jurors 
must weigh the evidence in the case objectively. 
objectivity © /ab,d3zek'tiv-at-i/ n [U] © The 
newspaper has a reputation for objectivity and 
fairness. 
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AIM /ab'dzek-tiv, ab-/ n [C] something that you 
aim to do or achieve © long-term objectives © His 
main objective this semester is to improve his grades. 

GRAMMAR /ab'dzek-tiv, ab-/ adj [not gradable] 
grammar having or relating to the CASE (= form) 
of a noun, pronoun, or adjective used to show that 
a word is the object of a verb 


obligate /‘ab-l2,geit/ v [T] to make someone 
feel morally or legally forced to do something © 
I’m in favor of obligating welfare recipients to do 
more. 
obligated /'ab-la,gert-ad/ adj © [+ to infinitive] 
| felt obligated to speak up and defend my friend's 
SLLeat 
obligation /,ab-la'ger-fan/ n [C/U] something 
that a person feels morally or legally forced to do 
© [C] The government has an obligation to assist 
relief efforts. © [U] You can just look — you‘re under 
no obligation to buy. 


oblige FORCE /a'blard3/ v[T] fmito force or make 
it expected for someone to do something © Cir- 
cumstances obliged him to leave town. 
obligatory /a'blig-a,ta:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj [not 
gradable] © Everybody who goes to England makes 
the obligatory trip to Stonehenge. 
obliged /a'blaid3d/ adj © [+ to infinitive] He was 
obliged to call the nurse to help him up again. 

HELP /a'blaid3/ v [I/T] to please or help someone, 
esp. by doing something the person has asked you 
to do © [I] We needed a guide and he was only too 
happy to oblige. 
obliging /a'blat-d3in/ adj willing or eager to help 
© An obliging neighbor helped her shovel the snow. 
obligingly /a'blai-d31n-li/ adv © She obligingly of- 
fered us a lift. 


oblique INDIRECT /ou'bli:k, 2-, -'blark/ adj not 
clear or direct © He made an oblique reference to 
their relationship. 

DIAGONAL /ou'bli:k, a-, -'blatk/ adj having a slop- 
ing direction, angle, or position © the oblique rays 
of the afternoon sun 


obliterate /a'biit-a,reit, ou-/ v [T] to remove 
all signs of something; destroy © The hurricane vir- 
tually obliterated this small coastal town. 


oblivion MENTAL STATE /9'bliv-i:-an, ov-/ n[U] 
the state of being unconscious or lacking aware- 
ness of what is happening around you 

FORGOTTEN BY OTHERS /a'bliv-i:-an, ov-/ n [U] 
the state of being completely forgotten by the 
public © He wrote one extraordinary book and then 
faded into oblivion. 


oblivious /a'bliv-i:-as, ou-/ adj not aware of or 
not noticing something, esp. what is happening 
around you © She was often oblivious to the poten- 
tial consequences of her actions. 


oblong /‘ab-ls:n/ n [C] a shape that is longer 
than it is wide, esp. a rectangle that is not a square 


obnoxious /ab'nak-: fas, ab-/ adj very unpleas- 
ant or offensive © Can’t you express your opinions 
without being obnoxious? 


oboe /'ou-bou/ n [C/U] a tube-shaped musical 
instrument that is played by blowing through two 


REEDS (= thin pieces of wood), or this type of in- 
strument generally; a WOODWIND 


obscene /ab ‘sitn, ab-/ adj offensive, rude, or dis- 
gusting according to accepted moral standards 
obscenity /ab'sen-at-i, ab-/ n [C/U] behavior or 
language that is offensive, rude, or disgusting 


obscure UNKNOWN /ab'skjur, ab-/ adj not 
known to many people © an obscure 18th-century 
painter 
obscurity /ab'skjur-at-i, ab-/ n [U] © She worked 
in obscurity for years. 

UNCLEAR /ab 'skjur, ab-/ adj unclear and difficult to 
understand or see © Official policy has changed for 
reasons that remain obscure. 
obscure /ab'skjur, ab-/ v [T] © Bad writing just 
obscures your point. © Two large trees obscured the 
view. 
obscurity /ab'skjur-at-i, ab-/ n [U] © Many movie 
reviewers confuse obscurity with quality. 


obsequious /ab'si:-kwi:-as, ab-/ adj too eager 
to serve or obey someone © She is embarrassingly 
obsequious to anyone in authority. 


observatory /ab'z3r-va ,torr-i, -,tour-i/ n [C] a 
building equipped for studying the planets and 
the stars 


observe WATCH /ab 'zarv/ v [T] to watch some- 
thing or someone carefully © She spent her career 
observing animal behavior. © [+ question word] On 
their field trip, the students observed how a news- 
paper was put together. 
observation /,ab-zar'ver-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] He 
was admitted to the hospital for observation after 
complaining of chest pains. 
observer /ab'z3r-var/ n [C] a person who 
watches what happens but has no active part in it 
© Political observers say it’s going to be a close 
election. 


NOTICE /ab'z3rv/ v [T] to notice something or 
someone © [T] Jack observed a look of panic on his 
brother's face. 
observable /ab'zar-va-bal/ adj [not gradable] o 
There's no observable connection between the two 
events. 
observant /ab'z3r-vant/ adj quick to notice 
things © Carrie has a clear, observant eye. 
observation /,ab-zar'ver-fan/ n[U] © He has re- 
markable powers of observation. 

EXAMINE /ab'z3rv/ v [T] science to study and rec- 
ord information about a scientific event 
observation /,ab:zar'ver- fan/ n[C] science the 
recorded information that results from studying a 
scientific event 


REMARK /ab'z3rv/ v [I] to remark about something 
0 “It’s raining again,” he observed. 
observation /,ab-zar'ver-fan/ n[C] © She made 
an interesting observation about the poet's 
intentions. 

OBEY /ab'z3rv/ v [T] to obey a law or rule, or cel- 
ebrate a holiday or religious event in a traditional 
way © You must observe the law. 
observance /ab'z3r-vans/ n[C/U] ©[U] Financial 
markets will be closed Monday in observance of La- 
bor Day. 
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obsessed 


648 


pane hn 


observant /ab'z3r-vant/ adj careful in obeying 
laws, rules, or customs © observant of cultural 
traditions 


obsessed /ab'sest, ab-/ adj unable to stop think- 
ing about something © The kids are obsessed with 
video games. 
obsession /ab'sef-an, ab-/ n [C/U] the control 
of one’s thoughts by a continuous, powerful idea 
or feeling, or the idea or feeling itself 0 [C] They 
have an obsession with making money. 
obsessive /ab'ses-tv, ab-/ adj O She is obsessive 
about punctuality. 
obsessively /ab'ses-1v-li, ab-/ advo Sue exercises 
obsessively. 


obsolescence /ab-sa'les-ans/ n [U] the pro- 
cess of becoming no longer useful or needed © 
Older versions had passed into obsolescence and a 
new version was already on the market. 


obsolete /,ab-sa'li:t/ adj [not gradable] no 
longer used or needed, usually because something 
newer and better has replaced it 0 Typewriters have 
been rendered obsolete by computers. 


obstacle /'ab-sti-kal/ n [C] something that 

blocks your way so that movement or progress is 
prevented or made more difficult 0 We suddenly 
encountered an obstacle along the trail. 0 Money 
seems to be no obstacle. 


obstacle course n[C] an area with a series of 
difficult objects that people climb over or go under 
or through as a form of exercise or in a race 


obstetrics /ab'ste-triks, ab-/ n [U] the area of 
medicine that deals with pregnancy and the birth 
of babies 
obstetrician /,ab-sta'trif-an/ n [C] a doctor 
with special training in how to care for pregnant 
women and help in the birth of babies 


obstinate /‘ab-sta-nat/ adj 1 unwilling to 
change your opinion or action despite argument 
or persuasion; STUBBORN © an obstinate two-year- 
old 2 An obstinate thing or problem is difficult to 
deal with, remove, or defeat. 
obstinately /‘ab-sta-nat-li/ advo The engine ob- 
stinately refused to start. 
obstinacy /‘ab-sta-na-si/ n [U] © the obstinacy of 
the human spirit 


obstruct /ab 'strakt, ab-/ v [T] to block or get in 
the way of something or someone, or to prevent 
something from happening or progressing by 
causing difficulties © Demonstrators obstructed the 
entrance to the building. © Trees obstructed our view 
of the ocean. 

obstruction /ab'strak- fan, ab-/ n [C/U] 1 [C] 
Doctors found an obstruction in one of his arteries (= 
something was blocking it). 2 Jaw Obstruction of 
justice is the act of preventing the police or law 
courts from doing their job. 


obtain © /ab'tein, ab-/ v [T] to get something, 
esp. by a planned effort © to obtain knowledge © 
She was finally able to obtain legal possession of the 
house. 


obtainable @ /ab'ter-na-bal, ab-/ adj [not 
gradable] © That drug is now obtainable without a 
prescription. 


obtrusive /ab'tru:-stv, ab-, -z1v/ adj noticeable 
in a way that is unpleasant or unwanted © The sol- 
diers wore civilian clothes to make their presence less 
obtrusive. 


obtuse ANGLE /ab'tu:s, ab-/ adj geometry (of 
an angle) more than 90° and less than 180°, or (of 
a triangle) containing an angle of more than 90° 
and less than 180° © Compare ACUTE ANGLE 
> Picture: angle 


STUPID /ab'tu:s, ab-/ adj stupid or slow to under- 
stand © I’m not trying to be obtuse, but | don’t get it. 


obvious © /'ab-vi:-as/ adj easily seen, recog- 
nized, or understood © an obvious solution © For 
obvious reasons, he needs to find work soon. 
obviously @ /‘ab-vi:-a-sli/ adv Oo They were ob- 
viously exhausted after the game. 0 Obviously, you 
won't be needing my help. » Usage: evident or ob- 
vious? at EVIDENT 


WORD CHOICES obvious = ——s—s 


Clear, apparent, and plain are common alter- 
natives to “obvious.” 


It was clear that he was unhappy. 
Her joy was apparent to everyone. 
His disappointment was plain to see. 


A more formal way of saying “obvious” is by 
using the word evident or manifest. 
The company president was impressed by her 
evident ambition. 
His manifest lack of interest has provoked 
severe criticism. 
An obvious change can be described as 
marked. 
There has been a marked improvement in his 
behavior. 
If someone or something is very different from 
everything or everyone else, you can describe 
them as conspicuous. 
| felt very conspicuous in a suit when everyone 
else was in jeans. 
When something is very obvious and bad, you 
can describe it as blatant or glaring. 
It was a blatant attempt to gain publicity. 
They made some glaring errors. 


OCCASION PARTICULAR TIME /a'ker-3an/ n[C] a 
particular time when something happens © Sarah 
loves dressing up for special occasions. O She has lied 
on several occasions. 0 This meeting provides an oc- 
casion (= a suitable time) to discuss the issues af- 
fecting our school. 


REASON /9'ker-3an/ n [U] a reason or cause © I’ve 
never had occasion to worry about my children’s 
school work. 


WORD FAMILY occasion 
Nouns 


occasion Adverbs occasionally 


Adjectives occasional 


ze bat | a hot | ai bite | av house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | uU put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


odd 


IDIOM with occasion 


eon occasion sometimes but not often © He has, 
on occasion, told a small lie. 


occasional /a'ke1-3an-°1/ adj [not gradable] not 
happening often or regularly © occasional snow- 
storms © His job requires occasional trips to the West 
Coast. 
occasionally /a'ke1-3an-4l-i/ adv [not gradable] 
© Stir occasionally while the pasta is cooking. © | oc- 
casionally watch TV. 


occluded front /a'klu:d-ad ‘frant/ n [C] 
earth science a situation in the weather when a 
mass of cold air reaches warm air and pushes the 
warm air up off the earth’s surface 


occult /a'kalt, ‘ak-alt/ adj [not gradable] relating 
to mysterious or SUPERNATURAL powers and 
activities 
occult /a'kalt, ‘ak-alt/ n [U] 


occupancy ©) /'‘ak-j9-pan-si/ n [U] fm/ the act 
or state of living in or using a particular place © Her 
occupancy of the apartment lasted only six months. 
occupant © /'‘ak-ja-pant/ n[C] 1 someone who 
lives in a particular place © The occupants of the 
building are unhappy about the rent increase. 2 An 
occupant of a car, room, seat, or other space is a 
person who is in it. 


occupation © JOB /,ak-ja'per-fan/ n[C] fm/1 
a person’s job © He listed his occupation on the form 
as “teacher.” 2 An occupation is also a regular ac- 
tivity: Sailing was his favorite weekend occupation. 
occupational © /,ak-ja'per-fan-l/ adj [not 
gradable] relating to or caused by a person’s work 
or activity © Occupational training is absolutely 
essential. 


CONTROLLING FORCE / ak-ja'per- fan/ n[U] the act 
of controlling a foreign country or region by 
armed force © the occupation of France during World 
War Il 


occupy © TAKE CONTROL /‘ak-ja,pai/ v [T] (of 
an army or group of people) to move into and take 
control or possession of a place © Nationalist forces 
now occupy more than 70% of the country. 
occupied @ /‘ak-ja,paid/ adj [not gradable] © 
occupied territories 
occupier © /‘ak-ja,par-ar/ n [C] 

FILL /‘ak-j9,pai/ v [T] to fill, use, or exist in a place 
or a time © A large couch occupies most of the space 
in the living room. 
occupied © /‘ak:j9,pard/ adj full, in use, or busy 
© Every room in the hotel is occupied. © Organized 
sports can keep teenagers occupied. 


occur © HAPPEN /9'k3r/ v [I] -rr- (esp. of un- 
expected events) to happen © The incident occurred 
shortly after the plane took off. 
occurrence @ /a'k3r-ans/ n[C] © Break-ins are 
an everyday occurrence in this neighborhood. 

EXIST /a'k3r/ v [I] -rr- to exist or be present © The 
condition occurs primarily in older adults. © Helium 
occurs as a byproduct of natural gas. 
occurrence @ /a'k3r-ans/ n [U] © The tests can 
detect the occurrence of certain cancers. 


PHRASAL VERB with occur 


eoccur to someone (of a thought or idea) to come 
into someone’s mind © Didn't it occur to you to 
phone the police? © It never occurred to her that her 
parents might be worried. 


ocean /'ou-fan/ n [C/U] 1 the large mass of salt 
water that covers most of the earth’s surface © [U] 
These mysterious creatures live at the bottom of the 
ocean. 2 Ocean is also used in the name of the 
world’s five main divisions of this mass of water: 
[C] the Atlantic/Pacific/Indian/Arctic/Antarctic Ocean 
oceanic /,ou: fi: 'aen-tk/ adj [not gradable] © oce- 
anic conditions 


oceanography / ov: fa'nag-ra-fi/ n [U] earth 
science the scientific study of the oceans and seas 
and the organisms that live in them 
oceanographer /,ou- fa'nag:ra-far/ n[C] earth 
science 


o'clock /a'klak/ adv [not gradable] used after a 
number from one to twelve to state the time © She 
called at nine o'clock this morning. 


octagon /‘ak-ta,gan/ n [C] geometry a flat 
shape with eight straight sides and eight angles 
octagonal /ak'tzeg:an-*l/ adj [not gradable] 


octane /'‘ak-tern/ n [C] a chemical substance in 
GASOLINE (= liquid fuel) which is used as a measure 
of its quality 


octave /'ak-tiv/ n [C] music the space between 
two musical notes that are eight musical notes 
apart 


October /ak'tou-bar/, abbreviation Oct. n [C/U] 
the tenth month of the year, after September and 
before November 


octopus /'‘ak-ta-pas, -,pus/ n [C] p/ octopuses, 
octopi a sea creature with a soft oval body and 
eight TENTACLES (= arms) 


odd © STRANGE /ad/ adj [-er/-est only] strange 
or unexpected © an odd person © That’s odd — | 
thought | left my glasses on the table but they’re not 
here. 
oddity /‘ad-at-i/ n [C] someone or something 
that is strange and unusual © As one of the few 
women in engineering in the 1950s, she was consid- 
ered an oddity. 
oddly /'ad-li/ advo an oddly shaped house © Oddly 
enough, despite the sizzling heat, scientists suspect 
there could be water frozen on Mercury. 


SEPARATED /ad/ adj [not gradable] (of something 
that should be in a pair or set) separated from its 
pair or set O He’s got a whole drawer full of odd 
SOCKS. 


NUMBER /ad/ adj [not gradable] (of numbers) not 
able to be divided exactly by 2 0 Some examples of 
odd numbers are 1, 3, 5, and 7. 0 Compare EVEN 
NUMBER 


APPROXIMATELY /ad/ adv [not gradable] used after 
a number, esp. a number that can be divided by 
10, to show that the exact number is not known 
© He holds another 50-odd acres of land in reserve, 
providing plenty of room for expansion. 
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oddball 


Pe 


oddball /‘ad-bo:!/ n [C] a person whose behav- 
ior is unusual and strange 


odd jobs p/n small jobs of different types, esp. 
those that involve repairing or cleaning things © 
He’s been doing odd jobs this summer to earn a little 
extra money. 


odds © /adz/ pin the likelihood that a particular 
thing will or will not happen © She was sick yester- 
day, so the odds are she won't be in today. 


IDIOM with odds 


eat odds (with someone/something) in disagree- 
ment © The two brothers were always at odds. © His 
behavior is clearly at odds with what the college ex- 
pects from its students. 


odds and ends /,ad-za'nenz/ pi n various 
items of different types, usually small and unim- 
portant or of little value 0 We’ve moved most of the 
furniture to the new house, but there are still a few 
odds and ends to bring over. 


ode /oud/ n[C] literature a poem that deals with 
thoughts and feelings about an idea or subject and 
that is written in lines and STANZAs (= groups of 
lines) varying in length 


odious /'oud:i:-as/ adj extremely unpleasant; 
causing and deserving hate © an odious person/task 


odometer /ou'dam-at-ar/ n [C] a device in a 
vehicle that measures and shows the distance the 
vehicle travels 


odor, Can, 8r odour /‘oud-ar/ n [C] a particular 
smell, esp. a bad one © the musty odor of a damp 
cellar 
odorless, Cdn, Br odourless /‘oud- ar-las/ adj [not 
gradable] having no smell © an odorless gas 


odyssey /'ad-a-si/ n [C usually sing] a long trip 
or period involving a lot of different and exciting 
activities, esp. while searching for something © The 
movie follows one man’s odyssey to find the mother 
he was separated from at birth. 


Of POSSESSION /ny, av, av/ prep used to show pos- 
session, belonging, or origin © She is a friend of 
mine. © The color of his tie matches his suit. © Have 
you read the novels of John Updike? 


CONTAINING /av, av, 9v/ prep containing or con- 
sisting of O a bag of groceries O a book of short sto- 
ries O a forest of pine trees O a bunch of grapes 


AMOUNT /av, av, ov/ prep used after words or 
phrases expressing amount, number, or a partic- 
ular unit © a drop of rain © two pounds of potatoes 
O hundreds of people 


POSITION /av, av, av/ prep used in expressions 
showing position © | left the book on top of my desk. 
0 I’ve never been north of Montreal. 


RESULT /av, av, av/ prep resulting from or having to 
do with © the joy of family © the fear of failure 


RELATING TO /av, av, av/ prep about, or relating to 
O Speaking of Elizabeth, here she is. © There’s a chap- 
ter on the use of herbs for medicinal purposes. 

CAUSED BY /av, av, av/ prep used to show the cause 
of something © He died of a heart attack. © Penny 
is frightened of spiders. © I’m tired of all this criticism. 


THAT IS/ARE /av, av, av/ prep that is/are © Sales tax 
of 7% is included in the price. © She could read by 
the age of five. 


COMPARING /av, av, av/ prep used when compar- 
ing related things © He’s the oldest of three brothers. 
© Of all his films, this one is my favorite. 


DONE TO /ny, av, av/ prep done to or involving © 
the destruction of the rain forests © the graduation 
of the class of 2001 


DISTANCE FROM /ay, av, av/ prep used in expres- 
sions showing distance from something in place 
or time © We live within a mile of the school. © She 
came within two seconds of beating the world record. 


TIME /av, av, av/ prep used in saying what the time 
is O It’s ten (minutes) of five (= ten minutes before 
five o’clock). 


DAYS /av, av, av/ prep used to describe a particular 
day © the eleventh of March © the first of the month 


Off NOT OPERATING /2:f/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
(esp. of machines, electrical devices, lights, etc.) 
not operating because they are not switched on oO 
Was the computer on or off when you left? 0 Turn 
the engine off. 


AWAY FROM /o:f/ prep, adj, adv [not gradable] 
away from a place or position, esp. the present 
place or position © He drove off at high speed. oO 
She’s off to Canada next week. O The sign says, “Keep 
off the grass.” 


REMOVED /o:f/ prep, adv [not gradable] used with 
actions in which something is removed or removes 
itself from another thing © / think I'll take my jacket 
off. © | can’t get the lid off this jar. © He fell off his 
bike. © Did you leave the phone off the hook (= not 
put back in such a way that a call is ended)? 


NOT AT /2:f/ adj, adv [not gradable] 1 not at work 
or school, esp. being at home or on vacation 0 I’m 
going to take a week off to work on my house. 0 I’m 
off next week. © The kids get off early from school 
today. 2 To be off duty is to not be working, usually 
because you have finished work for the day: She 
goes off duty at midnight. © An off-duty police officer 
on his way home interrupted a crime in progress. 

NEAR TO /o:f/ prep near to © The island is just off the 
coast of Florida. 


TAKEN AWAY /»:f/ adv [not gradable] in such a way 
as to be taken away or removed, esp. because of 
having been used or killed © to pay off debts © Ex- 
ercise burns off fat. © They were all killed off by 
disease. 


BELOW USUAL LEVEL /o:f/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
below the usual standard or rate © Sales have been 
off this month. © He’s a good tennis player but had 
an off day and lost in straight sets. Oo They took 10% 
off (= below the usual price) because | paid in cash. 

FAR AWAY /9:f/ prep, adv [not gradable] far away 
in time or space O Graduation is still a long way off. 
© That’s not the right answer, but you're not far off. 


STOPPED /9:f/ adj, adv [not gradable] (of an ar- 
ranged event) stopped or given up in advance © 
Last night’s baseball game was called off because of 
rain. 


e bat | ahot | ai bite | av house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | vu put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


official 


CLOSED /2:f/ adv [not gradable] in such a way as 
to be separated © to mark off 10 feet 0 The children’s 
play area is fenced off for safety reasons. 


IDIOMS with off 


eoff balance surprised or confused, so that it is 
difficult to behave or react as you usually would © 
He walked up and said | was fat, which really threw 
me off balance (= made me feel confused). © Her 
remark seemed to catch her mother off balance (= 
surprise her). 

eoff the beaten path, off the beaten track not 
known or popular with many people © We wanted 
to find a camping site that was a little bit off the 
beaten path. 


off and on, on and off adj, adv happening or 
existing only some of the time © He worked off and 
on as a bicycle messenger, but he never found per- 
manent work. 


offbeat /'>:f-bi:t, 2:f 'bi:t/ adj unusual and there- 
fore surprising or noticeable © an offbeat sense of 
humor 


off-color adj (of remarks, jokes, etc.) rude or of- 
fensive to some people 


offend /2'fend/ v [T] to cause to be upset or to 
hurt the feelings of someone, esp. by being rude 
or showing a lack of respect © | think she was of- 
fended that she wasn’t invited to the party. 


offender /a'fen-dar/ n [C] a person who is 
guilty of a crime © Because he is a first-time offender, 
he is unlikely to receive jail time. 


offense BAD FEELINGS /a'fens/ n [U] the con- 
dition of having your feelings hurt esp. because 
someone has been rude or showed a lack of re- 
spect © Do you think he took offense (= was upset) 
at the joke about his age? 
offensive /a'fen-siv/ adj 1 causing someone to 
be upset or to have hurt feelings © offensive com- 
ments/jokes 2 Offensive can be used more gener- 
ally to mean unpleasant: an offensive odor 
CRIME /a'fens/ n[C] an illegal act; crime © He was 
charged with the offense of driving without a license. 
SCORING ABILITY /'s:-fens, ‘af-ens, a'fens/ n [U] 
(in sports) the ability to score points in a compe- 
tition, or, esp. in football, the team that has the 
ball and is trying to score points © Compare DE- 
FENSE SPORTS 
offensive /'s:,fen-siv, ‘af,en-, a'fen-/ adj [not 
gradable] © Bob made the team as an offensive 
guard. 


WORD FAMILY offense 


Adjectives offensive 
inoffensive 


offense 
offender 
offensive 


offend 


Nouns 


Adverbs 


offensively 


offensive /s'fen-siv/ n [C] a planned military 
attack O They launched the land offensive in the mid- 
dle of the night. 
offensive /a'fen-siv/ adj © an offensive action 


offer AGREE TO GIVE /'>:-far, ‘af-ar/ v[I/T] to ask 
someone if the person would like to have some- 
thing or would like you to do something © [T] She 
was offered a new job. © [T] Can | offer you (=Would 
you like) something to drink? © [|] My father offered 
to take us to the airport. 
offer /'s:-far, ‘af-ar/ n [C] © [+ to infinitive] | ap- 
preciate your offer to help. © The offer of $5000 was 
too good to refuse. 
offering /'s:-fa-rin, ‘af-a-/ n[C] something that a 
person gives, often during a religious ceremony 

PROVIDE /'>:-far, ‘af-ar/ v [T] to provide or supply 
something © The organization offers free legal ad- 
vice to low-income people. © He offered excuses but 
no real explanation. 


offhand /'>:f'hand/ adv now, without looking 
for information or without taking the time to con- 
sider carefully © | can’t tell you the exact number 
offhand, but it was something like $25,000. 
offhand /'s:f'hand/ adj not showing or not 
done with much thought or consideration © off- 
hand remarks © His offhand manner disturbed us. 


Office WORK PLACE /'>:-fas, ‘af-as/ n [C] 1 a 
place in a building where a business is carried on 
by people working at DESKS (= special tables) used 
for writing and for holding telephones and com- 
puters © an office building © | didn’t leave the office 
until nearly 8 o'clock. 2 An office is also the place 
of business where a doctor, lawyer, or other PRO- 
FESSIONAL sees people: The doctor’s office was filled 
with people. 
officer /'s:-fa-sar, ‘af-a-/ n [C] a person who has 
an important job in a company © the chief financial 
officer >» Usage: cabinet or office? at CABINET FUR- 
NITURE 


GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT /':-fas, ‘af-as/ n [C] 
a part of a government department © the Office of 
Management and Budget © the Patent Office 


RESPONSIBILITY /'>:-fas, ‘af-as/ n [C/U] a position 
of authority and responsibility in a government or 
other organization © [U] elective office © [C] the of- 
fice of executive vice president 0 [U] The governor 
retired after 12 years in office. 
officer /'s:-fa-sar, 'af-a-/ n [C] 1 a person in the 
armed forces who has a position of authority © 
Mike’s father was an officer in the US Marines. 2 An 
officer is also a member of a police force. 


WORD FAMILY office 


Nouns _ office 
officer 
official 


Adjectives _ official 
unofficial 


Adverbs 


officially 
unofficially 


official /a'fif-al/ n (C] a person who has a posi- 
tion of responsibility in an organization © a senior 
official 
official /a'frf-al/ adj connected with or arranged 
by someone in a position of responsibility © an of- 
ficial announcement 
officially /a'fif-a-li/ adv 0 The name of the new 
director will be officially announced in June. 
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officiate 


ee 


officiate /a'f1J-i: ,e1t/ v [I] to be in charge of a 
sports event and make decisions about the rules of 
play, or to lead a ceremony or other public event 
© Lambert was a football official for three decades 
and officiated in ten postseason games. © A judge 
officiated at the wedding. 


offing IDIOM /'>:-fin, ‘af-1/ 
ein the offing going to happen soon © With an 
election in the offing, the mayor is getting nervous. 


off-key /'s:f'ki:/ adv singing the wrong notes © 
He was singing off-key, and it was painful to hear. 


off-season n [U] a period of the year when 
there is less activity in business © The ski resort 
closes completely in the off-season. 


offset © />:f'set/ v [T] pres. part. offsetting, past 
offset to balance one influence against an oppos- 
ing influence so that no great difference results © 
The extra cost of commuting to work from the sub- 
urbs is offset by cheaper rents. 


offshoot /'>:f- fu:t/ n[C] something that has de- 
veloped from something larger that already ex- 
isted O Cyber cafes are just the latest offshoot of the 
Internet craze. 


offshore /'>:f'fo:r, -'four/ adj, adv 1 away from 
or at a distance from the land © an offshore oil rig 
2 Offshore businesses, banks, or accounts are lo- 
cated in an island country or a country away from 
your own country. 


offspring /'s:f-sprin/ n [C] p! offspring the 
young of an animal, or a person’s children 0 Cham- 
pion horses have numerous offspring. 


offstage /'>:f'ste1d3/ adv [not gradable] behind 
or at the side of the stage, so that people who are 
watching cannot see O We could hear someone 
shouting offstage. 


off the record adj, adv said without the in- 
tention of being published or officially noted o An 
aide told reporters, off the record, that the senator 
had been lying. © My off-the-record remarks were 
printed in the paper the next day. 


off the wall adj strange or very different, often 
intentionally © Teenagers love his off-the-wall 
comedy. 


often /'>:-fan, '>:f-tan/ adv a lot or many times; 
frequently © She was often late for class. © | don’t 
see my parents as often as Id like to. 


ogle /'ou-gal/ v [I/T] to look at someone with ob- 
vious sexual interest 


ogre /‘ou-gar/ n[C] a frightening, fierce, or ugly 
person 


oh /ov/ exclamation used to express a variety of 
emotions, such as surprise and pleasure, often as 
a reaction to something someone has said © Oh, | 
didn’t know they were married. © Oh, really? 


ohm /ovum/ n [C] science the standard unit of 
electrical RESISTANCE (= the degree to which elec- 
trical flow is prevented) 


Oil FAT /21I/ n [C/U] thick, liquid fat obtained from 
plants which does not mix with water and is used 
esp. in cooking © [U] vegetable/corn/olive oil © [U] 
| like oil and vinegar on my salad. © [C] These cookies 
are made with soybean and palm oils. 
oil /o1l/ v [T] to put oil on a pan or other surface 
that you cook on to keep things from sticking to 
it O Lightly oil the grill. 
oily /'a1-li/ adj like oil, or containing or covered 
with oil © an oily liquid © oily skin/hair 

FUEL /o1l/ (UJ a thick, liquid substance that burns 
and is used as fuel or as a LUBRICANT (= substance 
that helps connecting parts move easily), or the 
thick liquid taken from under the ground which 
oil, GASOLINE, and other products are made from 
© motor oil © fuel/heating oil O Change your car's oil 
every 12,000 miles. 
oil /o1l/ v [T] to add oil to something so it works 
better © Oil the door hinges so they stop squeaking. 
oily /a1-li/ adj covered in or containing a lot of oil 
O an oily rag 

LIQUID SUBSTANCE /o1I/ n [C] any of a number of 
thick liquid substances that do not dissolve in wa- 
ter and are used in beauty products, paints, med- 
icines, etc. 


oil paint n[C/U] a type of paint made by adding 
color to oil, used for painting pictures 
oil painting n[C/U] the activity of painting with 
oil paint, or a painting made with oil paint 


oil slick n[C]a layer of oil floating on water, esp. 
on the surface of the ocean 


oink /o19k/ n [C] the sound made by a pig 
oink /o1gk/ v [I] infmi 


ointment /'sint-mant/ n[C/U] a thick, oily sub- 

" stance, usually containing medicine, that is put on 
skin where you feel sore or on an injury © [U] ger- 
micidal ointment 


O} /'ou-dzei/ n [U] abbreviation for orange juice 


OK AGREED, okay /ou'ke1/ exclamation, adj [not 
gradable] agreed or acceptable; ALL RIGHT AGREED 
O Is it OK if | bring a friend to the party? 0 “Will you 
lend me ten bucks?” “OK.” 

OK, okay /ou'ket/ v [T] singular OK’s, pres. part. 
OK’ing, okaying, past OK’d, okayed © Did the boss 
OK your proposal? 

OK, okay /ou'ke1/ n [C] agreement about or per- 
mission to do something © We'll start building as 
soon as we get the OK from the owner. 


SATISFACTORY, okay /ou'ke1/ adj, adv 1 in a satis- 
factory state or of a satisfactory quality; ALL RIGHT 
SATISFACTORY © Are you OK? You look pale. © | hope 
you got home OK. 2 OK is used to mean not bad 
but also not very good: Her voice is OK, but it’s 
nothing special. 

EXPRESSION, okay /ou'ker, ‘ou'kei/ exclamation 
infml used as a way of showing that you are going 
to take action or start doing or saying something 
new © OK, let’s go. 


okra /'ou-kra/, gumbo n [U] a plant with long, 
green PODS (= seed containers) that are used as a 
vegetable 
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Old EXISTING ALONG TIME /ould/ adj [-er/-est 
only] having lived or existed for a long time in 
comparison to others of the same kind © An old 
man lives there with his dog. 0 They have a beautiful 
old farm house in the country. © She got very de- 
pressed in her old age (= the time of her life when 
she was old). © Compare ELDERLY at ELDER 


USAGE 
old or elderly? 


It is considered more polite to use elderly in- 
stead of old when describing a person. 
an elderly gentleman 


KNOWN A LONG TIME /ould/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 
(esp. of a friend) known for along time © She's one 
of my oldest friends. 2 infm! Old is also used to show 
that you know and like someone: Poor old Frank 
broke his arm. 

AGE /ould/ adj [-er/-est only] having a particular 
age, or an age suited to a particular activity or con- 
dition © a 14-year-old © Charlie is older than I. © 
You’re old enough to know better. > Usage: elder/ 
eldest or older/oldest? at ELDER 


USAGE - 
x years old or x-year-old? 
You can give someone's age in two different 
ways. 
You can write the age as three separate words, 
using the word years, when the age follows a 
verb. 

My daughter is three years old. 
However, when you someone’s age is used as 
a compound noun or adjective, you should 
write the age using year with hyphens. 

I've got a three-year-old daughter. 


WORD CHOICES 


Pa 


When we are talking about old people, we can 
use the following words. 

Elderly is a polite way of describing someone 
who is old. 

A large number of elderly people live alone. 
The elderly is used for describing the group of 
people who are old. 

Many among the elderly cannot afford to pay 

their electric bills. 
Aged and aging can be used to describe peo- 
ple who are old. 

He has to look after his aged aunt. 

The aging chairman was forced to retire. 

An informal way of saying that someone is old 
is to use the phrase be getting on. 

He’s getting on in years. He'll be eighty next 

birthday. 
Geriatric is used to talk abut medicine, services, 
etc., for old people, and it is also an informal 
and disapproving way of describing someone 
who is old and weak. 
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She specializes in geriatric medicine. 

Who’s going to elect a geriatric president? 
If someone is too old to do something, in in- 
formal or humorous situations you can say they 
are over the hill. 

I’m only forty, you know. I’m not over the hill 

yet! 

When we are talking about old things, we can 
use the following words. 
The word ancient can be used for things that 
have existed for a very long time. 

We need to protect ancient monuments. 


Ancient can also be used informally for any- 
thing that is old. 

That computer’s ancient. 
Archaic is used to describe things that are old 
and no longer used or existing. 

archaic language 
Something that is old and valuable, rare, or 
beautiful can be described as antique. 

The shop sells antique furniture. 
Age-old is a literary word for stories, beliefs, 
customs, etc., which are very old. 

It’s an age-old story of love and betrayal. 


PREVIOUS /ould/ adj [-er/-est only] from a previous 
time or a period in the past; FORMER EARLIER © Our 
old house in Lakewood burned down. © Sharon gave 
her old skates to her younger cousin. 
olden /‘oul-dan/ adj [not gradable] from a long 
time ago © olden times/days 


old-fashioned /'ould'fzef-and/ adj not mod- 
ern; belonging to or typical of a time in the past © 
old-fashioned clothes/ideas/music O She’s old-fash- 
ioned (= her views are typical of the past, not the 
present). 


WORD CHOICES old-fashioned ~ 


Antiquated, dated, and outdated are alterna- 
tives to “old-fashioned.” 
The school wants to update its antiquated 
computer system. 
The hotel's décor is starting to look dated. 
Many hospitals struggle with outdated 
equipment and facilities. 
Something that is attractive because it is old- 
fashioned can be described as quaint. 
The area is full of quaint little villages. 
Behind the times is a phrase that can be used 
to describe a person or thing that is thought 
old-fashioned in modern society. 
Her grandfather was behind the times and 
thought that women shouldn’t work outside 
the home. 


old hat adj (not gradable] infm/ not interesting 
because of being familiar © The winter coats and 
jackets we saw in the fashion show looked like old 
hat to me. 
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oldie /‘oul-di/ n [C] infm! someone or something, 
esp. a song, movie, or joke, that was popular long 
ago © That radio station plays only golden oldies. 


old maid n[C] dated a woman who is not young 
and has not married © USAGE: This word is likely 
to be considered offensive. 


old-school adj old-fashioned; not modern © 

This videogame offers chunky old-school graphics 
with a bizarre story line that involves a giant sticky 
ball. 


Old Testament n [U] the holy writings of the 
Jewish people that form the first part of the Chris- 
tian Bible O Compare NEW TESTAMENT 


old-timer n [C] infm! someone who has lived a 
long time, or who has lived or worked in a place 
for a long time 


old wives’ tale n [C] a traditional story or be- 
lief, esp. one that is not true 


Old World n [U] the part of the world consist- 
ing of Europe, Asia, and Africa that Europeans 
knew about before Christopher Columbus trav- 
eled to the Americas O Compare NEW WORLD 


Olestra /ou'les-tra/ n [U] trademark an artificially 
produced substance that replaces fat in some 
foods 


oligarchy /‘al-a ,gar-ki, 'ou-la-/ nC] world his- 
tory a government in which power is held by a 
small group of people 


olive /‘al-1v/ n[C/U] 1 a small, oval fruit eaten raw 
or cooked or pressed to make oil, or the evergreen 
tree on which this fruit grows 2 Olive is also a dark, 
yellow-green color. 


Olympics /a'lim-priks, ov-/, Olympic Games /9 
lim-pik 'geimz, ou-/ p/n international winter and 
summer sports competitions, each taking place 
every four years, but not in the same year O She 
won a gold medal at the Winter Olympics in Nagano, 
Japan, in 1998. 

Olympic /a'lim-prk, ou-/ adj [not gradable] © 
Olympic athletes/competitions © an Olympic gold 
medalist 

Olympian /a'lim-pi:-an, ou-/ n[C] a competitor 
in the Olympics 


ombudsman /'am ,budz:man, -bedz-/ n[C] pl 
-men someone who works for a government or 
large organization and deals with the complaints 
made against it 


omelet, omelette /'am-lat/ n [C] eggs with their 

yellow and transparent parts mixed together, 
cooked in a pan, and usually folded over some 
other food 0 a cheese/mushroom omelet 


omen /‘ou-man/ n [C] an event that is thought 
to tell something about the future © Scoring that 
goal was an omen of things to come. 


Ominous /'am-a-nas/ adj suggesting something 
unpleasant will happen © a ominous silence 
ominously /'am-a-na-sli/ advo Clouds had gath- 
ered ominously. 


Omit /ou mit, 9-/ v [T] -tt- to fail to include or do 
something © I’d be upset if my name were omitted 
from the list of contributors. 
omission /ou'mif-an, a-/ n [C/U] © [U] Parents 
are upset by the omission of music from the school’s 
courses. 


omnipotent /am'nip-at-ant/ adj [not grada- 
ble] having the power to do anything © The people 
overthrew the once omnipotent dictator. 
omnipotence /am'nip:at-ans/ n [U] © America 
had illusions of omnipotence in the 1950s. 


omniscient /am'nif-ant/ adj [not gradable] 
having or seeming to have unlimited knowledge 
© They give the impression that the magazine is 
omniscient. 

omniscience /am'nrf-ans/ n [U] 


omniscient narrator n [C] literature the 
voice in which a story is written that is outside the 
story and that knows everything about the char- 
acters and events in the story 


omnivore /‘'am-na,vo:r/ n [C] biology an or- 
ganism that eats both plant and animal matter 


omnivorous /am'niv-a-ras/ adj [not gradable] 
eating both plants and meat © Bears are om- 
nivorous. 


ON SUPPORTED BY /2:n, an/ prep, adv [not grad- 
able] supported by or resting at the top of another 
thing © There is snow on the ground. © You put pud- 
ding in the pie crust and then put whipped cream on. 


ATTACHED TO /2:n, an/ prep, adj, adv [not grada- 
ble] attached to or forming a part of another thing 
© Read the instructions on the bag. © Hang your coat 
on that hook. © Don’t screw the lid on so tight. 


COVERING /2:n, an/ prep, adj, adv [not gradable] 
covering or wrapping another thing © The child 
had no shoes on her feet. © You should put a coat 
on. O The baby’s got nothing on (= is not wearing 
anything). 

AT />:n, an/ prep at, near, or next to a particular 
place, thing, or person 0 They live on Carlisle Street. 
© Which page is that cheesecake recipe on? © El Paso 
is on the Mexican border. © Princess Caroline was 
seated on my left. 


STORED AS /92:n, an/ prep used to show the form in 
which information is stored or recorded for use 
with an electronic device © How much data can you 
store on your hard disk? © That movie just came out 
on video. 


BROADCAST /»:n, an/ prep, adj, adv [not gradable] 
being broadcast © What's on TV tonight? © | wish 
there were more jazz on the radio. 


USING /2:n, an/ prep showing what tool, instru- 
ment, system, etc., is used to do or achieve some- 
thing © | made this chart on my computer. © I’m on 
the telephone. © You'll cut yourself on that knife if 
you're not careful. 


TAKING /2:n, an/ prep showing that a drug is taken 
or used © My doctor put me on antibiotics. 


NEEDING HELP FROM /2:n, an/ prep used after 
some verbs and adjectives to show that help is 
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needed from a person or thing © We’re counting 
on you to drive us to the airport. 


EXISTING /2:n, an/ prep used to show that a con- 
dition or process exists or is being experienced o 
The musicians are on strike. © Are winter coats on 
sale? 


INVOLVED IN /2:n, an/ prep 1 involved in or doing 
a particular thing © I’m working on a new book. © 
She’s on a diet. 2 On is also used to show that 
someone is doing something he or she was chosen 
to do: There was a guard on duty. 


CONNECTED WITH /2:n, an/ prep connected with 
or part of a group or process © Have you ever served 
on a jury? © There are two women on the committee. 


ABOUT /3:n, an/ prep about or having something 
as a Subject © Did you see that documentary on vol- 
canoes last night? © Sarita’s thesis is on George 
Crumb. 


PAYING FOR /2:n, an/ prep showing that some- 
thing is paid for or how something is paid for 
© I've wasted a lot of money on this car. © Lunch is 
on me. 


WHEN /»:n, an/ prep used to show when something 
happens © What are you doing on Friday? © My 
birthday’s on May 30th. © The flight arrived on time 
(= at the time it was expected). 

TRAVEL BY /9:n, an/ prep, adj, adv [not gradable] 1 
used to show a method of travel; VIA © /t’s easy to 
get to the beach on foot. 0 Two people rode by on 
horseback. 2 On is also sometimes used to show 
you are getting in a vehicle: /t’s time to get on the 
bus. 

COMPARED WITH /2:n, an/ prep used to make a 
comparison © This week’s sales figures are down on 
last week's. © He’s got two inches on me (= is two 
inches taller). 


HAVING AN EFFECT /2:n, an/ prep used to show 
that something has happened to someone © Marty 
is always playing jokes on people. © My car broke 
down on me this morning. 

POSSESSING /9:n, an/ prep possessing, carrying, or 
having something with you now O Do you have any 
money on you? © | don't have my driver's license 
on me. 


NOT STOPPING /95:n, an/ adv [not gradable] contin- 
uing or not stopping © If her line’s busy, keep on 
trying. 

TOWARD /2:n, an/ adv [not gradable] toward or to 
something or someone © You go on and I'll meet 
you at the lake. O Pass the newsletter on to Emily. 


OPERATING /2:n, an/ adj, adv [not gradable] 1 op- 
erating or made to start operating 9 Would you 
turn the TV on? 0 The electricity hasn’t been turned 
back on yet. 2 infmi Someone who is on is either 
performing very well or is in a situation where the 
person must be aware of everything that is hap- 
pening and ready to act: Andy was really on last 
night — | haven't heard him sing like that in months. 

HAPPENING /»:n, an/ adj [not gradable] happening 
or planned © / have nothing on for tomorrow. © Is 
the party still on? 


on and off adj, adv OFF AND ON 


on and on adv continuing for a long time © The 
noise just went on and on. 


on-board /,5:n bo:rd, ,an-, - bourd/ adj [not 
gradable] existing among the parts that make up 
or come with a vehicle © an on-board computer 


Once AT ONE TIME /wans/ adv [not gradable] on 
or at a single time © / went to Disney World once. © 
The book club meets once a month. © Going to the 
Olympics is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity (= a rare 
and valuable one). 

IN THE PAST /wans/ adv [not gradable] in the past, 
but not now 0° | lived in Milwaukee once. © Com- 
puters are much cheaper now than they once were. 


AS SOON AS /wans/ conjunction as soon as, or 
when © Once you've tried their ice cream, you'll be 
back for more. 


IDIOMS with once 


eat once 1 immediately © You have to call him at 
once. 2 At once also means at the same time: Ev- 
erything happened at once — she graduated, got a 
job, and got married, all in June! 

e once and for all completely and finally 0 We have 
to decide, once and for all, whether we want to ask 
Dad for money. 

¢ once in a blue moon rarely © Once in a blue moon 
he’d call, but for months at a time we heard nothing. 
e (every) once in a while sometimes but not often 
© We see each other every once in a while. 0 Com- 
pare (EVERY) NOW AND THEN at NOW IDIOM 

¢ once more, once again another time 0 /'I/ explain 
it once more, but listen this time. 


once-over /'wan sou-var/ n [C usually sing] 
infml a quick examination of someone or some- 
thing © The security guards gave me the once-over. 


oncoming /'s:n,kam-in, ‘an-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] moving toward or approaching you © His car 
was struck by an oncoming vehicle. 


ome NUMBER /wan/ number 1 1 © | have one 

brother and two sisters. © Paula rented a one-room 
studio apartment. 2 One can also mean one 
o’clock. © Related Number: FIRST 


SINGLE /wan/ pronoun, adj [not gradable] not two 
or more © There are too many of us to fit in just one 
car. 


ONLY /wan/ adj [not gradable] used when saying 
there is no other person or thing 9 He’s the one 
person you can rely on in an emergency. 


PARTICULAR THING/PERSON /wan/ pronoun, adj 
[not gradable] 1 used to refer to a particular thing 
or person within a group or range of things or peo- 
ple © There are lots of flavors — which one would you 
like? O He advised workers around him, especially the 
younger ones, to be patient. O Kayla is the one with 
dark brown hair. © Make sure the ones that we’ve 
got there do what you want them to do. © She is one 
beautiful woman (= she is very beautiful). 0 Why 
don’t we meet for lunch one day next week? 2 To be 
one of a group of people or things is to be a mem- 
ber of that group: /t’s one of the most popular songs. 
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ANY PERSON /wan/ pronoun fml any person, but 
not a particular person © One ought to make the 
effort to vote. 


IDIOMS with one 


eone after another, one after the other first one 
person or thing and then another, followed by 
more © He ate one chocolate after another until the 
box was finished. 

eone and only only © This may be your one and 
only opportunity to meet her. 

eone by one one person or thing following an- 
other in order © The children filed out of the bus, 
one by one. 

eone day at some time in the future © /’d like to 
go to Mexico again one day. 

eone of a kind the only person or thing of a par- 
ticular type © In the world of ballet, she was one of 
a kind. 

eone of the boys someone who is accepted as 
part of a social group, esp. a group of boys or men 
© She hangs out with her brothers’ friends, like one 
of the boys. 

eone of those days a bad day when things do not 
happen as you would like them to © / forgot to call 
her again - it’s just been one of those days. O Com- 
pare NOT YOUR DAY at NOT IDIOMS 

eone step at a time slowly and carefully, doing 
just a little at a time © He wanted to rush through 
the job, but | encouraged him to take it one step at 
a time. 

eone thing leads to another an event or activity 
results in another that you have usually not 
planned © | agreed to help him paint the house, and 
one thing led to another until | ended up helping him 
fix his kitchen. 

eone way or another using any method possible 
© These bills have to be paid one way or another. 
eone way or the other 1 which of two possibili- 
ties will be chosen © They’ve had two weeks to think 
about it, and now they have to decide one way or 
the other. 2 whatever method is used © One way 
or the other, this project has to be finished by 
Tuesday. 

eon the one hand but on the other hand the first 
thing to consider is this, but a second and different 
thing to consider is this © On the one hand, Id like 
a job that pays more, but on the other hand | enjoy 
the work I’m doing now. 

«the one and only the only person or thing of this 
type © And now Id like to introduce, the one and 
only Stevie Wonder! 


one another pronoun EACH OTHER 


one-man, one-woman adj [not gradable] cre- 
ated or performed by only one man or woman 


one-on-one adj, adv [not gradable] having di- 
rect, personal communication © Smaller class sizes 
mean that children get more one-on-one teacher 
attention. 


onerous /'an-s-ras, ‘ou-na-/ adj causing great 
difficulty or trouble © The tax bill was aimed at lift- 
ing the onerous tax burden from the backs of the 
middle class. 


oneself /wan'self, wa-/ pronoun fmi the person 
speaking; the reflexive form of one © One needs to 
take care of oneself. 


one-shot adj [not gradable] happening or pos- 
sible only once © The tryouts are a one-shot deal, 
so you either you get the part or you don’t. 


one-sided NOT FAIR adj [not gradable] not bal- 
anced or fair © The book presents a one-sided view 
of history. 


NOT EQUAL adj [not gradable] benefiting one side, 
group, or team much more than the other © /t was 
a one-sided victory - we won 10-3. 


One-time ONLY ONCE adj [not gradable] only 
once © The gym charges a separate, one-time fee to 
join. 

IN THE PAST adj [not gradable] at some time in the 
past, but no longer © The one-time Olympic track 
star is now a coach. 


one-track mind n[C] someone’s tendency to 
think about or be interested in a single subject 


one-upmanship /wan'ap-man, fip/, one-ups- 
manship /wan'ap-sman ,fip/ n [U] an effort to 
show that you are better than someone you are 
competing with © We heard the usual boasting and 
one-upsmanship before the boxers entered the ring. 


one-way adj, adv [not gradable] traveling or al- 
lowing travel in only a single direction © a one-way 
street O He bought a one-way ticket to Miami. 


ongoing ® /'>:n gou-1n, ‘an-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] continuing to exist, happen, or develop © The 
investigation is ongoing. 


onion /'an-jan/ n[C] a plant with a round, edible 
root having a strong smell and flavor 


online /‘s:n'lain, 'an-/, on-line adj, adv [not 
gradable] using a computer to communicate with 
other computers, or of or about a computer that 
is connected to another computer © / went online 
to see if | got any e-mail. 0 The computer isn’t on- 
line now, so the phone line is available. 


onlooker /'s:n Juk-ar, 'an-/ n[C] someone who 
watches something happening but is not involved 
in it © The building was demolished before a crowd 
of nearly 200 onlookers. 


only SINGLE /'oun-li/ adj [not gradable] being a 
particular one or that one and no other; single © 
As the only surviving relative, he will someday inherit 
a lot of money. © The only solution is to buy a whole 
new computer. 


NO MORE THAN /'oun:li/ adv [not gradable] 1 no 
more than or no other than; as much or as great 
as (something) but no more; just © She was only 
27 when she died. © These shoes only cost $40. 0 | 
was only trying to help. 0 | was only going to say 
that | was sorry. © | got paid only (= as recently as) 
yesterday. 2 Only can mean “and no one else”: 
Only she knew the truth. © This club is for members 
only. 

IN THIS WAY /'oun-li/ adv [not gradable] for this 
reason or in this way and no other © You only said 
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that to annoy me. © It only happened because he 
forgot to lock the front door. 

BUT /'oun-li/ conjunction but; except that © This 
fabric is similar to wool, only cheaper. © | would have 
left earlier, only you didn't want to. 


IDIOMS with only 


eonly just very recently © She only just arrived in 
town. 

eonly too very © There are some people who would 
be only too happy to cheat on their tax returns. 


only child n [C usually sing] someone who has 
no sisters or brothers 


onomatopoeia /n-2,mat-a'pi:-a/ n [U] 
grammar the naming of something with a word 
whose sound suggests the thing itself, such as 
“buzz” and “zip” 


on-screen adj, adv [not gradable] on the screen 
of a television or computer © | easily adjusted the 
colors by using the on-screen menu. 


onset /‘s:n-set, ‘an-/ n [U] the beginning of 
something © We have to get the roof fixed before 
the onset of winter. 


onslaught /‘an-slo:t, 's:n-/ n [C] a violent and 
forceful attack © (fig.) With the nice weather, the 
beach towns are expecting an onslaught of tourists. 


onstage /‘an'steid3/ adj, adv [not gradable] on 
the STAGE of a theater or other place where people 
are performing © Rock stars usually show up onstage 
looking just the way you want them to. 


onto /'d:n-ta, ‘an-, -tu:/ prep 1 into a position on 
© Gennaro tossed his newspaper onto the table. 2 
To be onto something or someone is to be aware 
of other information relating to the situation, esp. 
when someone is trying to deceive you: Everybody 
is onto you — why don't you admit you lied? 


onus /'ou-nas/ n [UJ] the responsibility or duty to 
do something © The onus is on the administration 
to come up with a balanced budget. 


onward /'s:n-werd, ‘an-/, onwards /'s:n- 
werdz, ‘an-/ adj, adv [not gradable] further on in 
place or time © The geese continued onward, head- 
ing south. 


oodles /‘u:d-lz/ p/n infm! very large amounts © 
She inherited oodles of money. 


00h /u:/ exclamation infm! used to express surprise, 
pleasure, or approval © Ooh, | like that sauce they 
put on the fish. 


OOPS /ups, u:ps/ exclamation infml used to express 
Surprise or regret about a mistake or slight 
accident 


00Ze /u:z/ v [I/T] to flow slowly out through a 
small opening, or to slowly produce a liquid 
through such an opening © [I always + adv/prep] 
Sap oozed from the pine tree. 0 [T] The wound oozed 
blood. © [T] (fig.) The golfer was oozing confidence 
(= had a lot of confidence). 
00Ze /u:2z/ n[U] soft, sticky earth 
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open 

Opaque /ov 'peik/ adj [not gradable] 1 (of a sub- 
stance) preventing light from traveling through, 
and therefore not allowing you to see through it 
© opaque watercolors 2 Opaque also means diffi- 
cult to understand: The majority of readers found 
his poetry difficult, even opaque. © Compare TRANS- 
LUCENT; TRANSPARENT 


op-ed /'ap 'ed/ n[U] a page or section of a news- 
paper with signed articles expressing personal 
opinions, usually opposite the page of EDITORIALS 
(= statements of the newspaper’s opinions) 


OPEN POSITIONED FOR ACCESS /'ou-pan/ adj, 
adv [not gradable] being in a position that allows 
things to pass through or that allows for immedi- 
ate use; not closed or fastened 0 The window was 
wide open. © The trunk of his car had been pried 
open. 
open /'ou-pan/ v[I/T] © [T] She opened a window 
to let in some air. © [T] You can open your eyes now. 
O [I] These cans open easily. © [1] That door opens 
(out) onto the porch. 
opener /'ou-pa-nar/ n [C] a device for opening 
closed containers © a bottle/can opener 
opening /'ou-pa-nin/ n[C] a hole or space © The 
children crawled through an opening in the fence. 

READY FOR USE /'ou-pan/ adj [not gradable] ready 
to be used or to provide a service 0 The supermar- 
ket is open till 9 p.m. 
open /‘ou-pan/ v [I/T] to become or make some- 
thing ready to provide a service © [I] The cleaners 
opens (up) around seven. © [T] They opened the ex- 
hibit to the public yesterday. 
opening /'ou-pa-nin/ n [C] © A huge crowd 
turned out for the opening of the new show. 

COMMON LEARNER ERROR 
open/close or turn on/turn off? 

In some languages the verbs open and close 
are used with electrical devices such as TVs and 
lights. In English, however, you must use the 
phrasal verbs turn on and turn off or shut off. 


She turned on the light and looked around 
the room. 


She-opened-thetight-andtooked-areund-the 
room: 

| asked him to turn off the light. 

Lasked-him-te-closetheight: 

Please shut off the TV and go to bed. 

Please-close the FV-and-go-to-bed:. 


CONFUSABLES | 
open and close 
Be careful not to confuse the adjective and verb 
forms of these words. 
The adjectives are open and closed. 

Is the supermarket open on Sunday? 

The museum is closed today. 
The verbs are open and close. 

The supermarket opens at 8 a.m. 

The museum closes at 5 p.m. tomorrow. 
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NOT DECIDED /‘ou-pan/ adj not decided or certain 
© | want to keep my options open until | have all the 
facts. O Whether we'll go is still an open question. © 
You should keep an open mind about your new 
school (= not form any opinions) until you’ve been 
there. 


NOT SECRET /'ou-pan/ adj 1 not secret © Open war- 
fare had broken out in Yugoslavia. 2 A person who 
is open is honest and not trying to hide something: 
He is quite open about his weaknesses. 
openly /‘ou-pan-li/ adv © She talked about her 
cancer quite openly. 
openness /'ou-pan-nas/ n [U] © The agency re- 
leased detailed plans for greater openness and 
stronger standards in the international marketplace. 

BEGIN /'ou-pan/ v [I/T] to begin something or 
cause it to begin © [T] | would like to open the meet- 
ing by asking each of you to introduce yourself. © [M] 
They’re opening up a new restaurant in about a 
month. © [1] The film opens (= will be shown for the 
first time) next week. 
opening /'ou-pa-nin/ adj [not gradable] © He 
made some opening remarks, then introduced the 
main speaker. 
opening /‘ou-pa-nin/ n [C] O The opening (= be- 
ginning) of the symphony is by far the best part. 
opener /‘'ou-pa-nar/ n[C] infmi the first in a series 
of competitions or items © The team played their 
season opener a couple of nights ago. 


NOT COVERED /'ou-pan/ adj not enclosed or cov- 
ered O The park is one of the city’s largest open 
spaces. 
open /'ou:pan/ n[U] © After being at work all day, 
it’s good to get (out) in the open (= somewhere out- 
side a building). 

AVAILABLE /'ou-pan/ adj [not gradable] available; 
not limited © Are there any positions open in the 
marketing department? © This library is open to the 
general public. © Their behavior at these negotiations 
is open to criticism (= can be criticized). © I’m open 
to (= willing to consider) any reasonable suggestion. 
opening /‘ou-pa-nin/ n [C] an available position 
or job © | hear you have an opening in sales. 


WORD FAMILY open 


Nouns open 
opener 


Adjectives open 
opening 
unopened 


opening 
openness 


Adverbs open 


open openly 


reopen 


IDIOMS with open 


ein the open no longer secret © Now that her feel- 
ings are out in the open, she says she feels relieved. 
*open someone’s eyes to show someone some- 
thing, esp. something surprising or shocking that 
the person had not known about or understood 
before o She opened my eyes to how stupid I’d been. 
eopen fire start shooting a gun © Do not open fire 
until you hear the command. 

eopen your mouth infm/ to say something © | was 
so scared that | never opened my mouth. 


eopen the floodgates to make it possible for 
something to happen in great numbers © The 
court’s decision could open the floodgates for many 
similar cases. 


PHRASAL VERBS with open 


eopen up LET IN (used as an exclamation) let me 
in; open the door © “Open up!” Sam shouted, bang- 
ing on the door. 

eopen up something MAKE AVAILABLE [M] to 
make something available © Robinson, the first 
black player, opened up a wealth of opportunity for 
others. 

eopen up something MAKE LARGER [M] to make 
something larger or less enclosed 0 We’re going to 
open up the kitchen by knocking down that wall. 
eopen up SPEAK to talk about your personal 
thoughts or feelings © | felt | couldn’t open up to 
anybody. 


open air n [U] anywhere that is not inside a 
building © It’s nice to get out in the open air. 


open-and-shut adj easy to prove or answer © 
Our lawyer thinks that we have an open-and-shut 
case. 


open-heart surgery n [C/U] a medical 
operation in which the heart is repaired while the 
body’s blood is kept flowing by a machine 


open house PARTY n [C usually sing] a party 
at which visitors are welcome in your home © We’re 
having an open house on Sunday. 

HOUSE FOR SALE n [C usually sing] a time when a 
house or apartment that is being sold or is avail- 
able for rent can be looked at by the public 


PUBLIC EVENT rn [C] an occasion when an organi- 
zation such as a school or college allows members 
of the public in to see what happens there 


opening night n(C] the first night that a play 
or other entertainment is performed or shown 


open market n [C/U] a trading situation in 
which anyone can be involved and prices are not 
controlled 0 New apartments will be built and sold 
on the open market to those who can afford them. 


open-minded adj willing to listen to other 
people and consider new ideas, suggestions, and 
opinions 


open season n [C usually sing] the period in 
the year when it is legal to hunt particular animals 
© If wolves are taken off the endangered list, does 
that mean it’s open season for hunters? © (fig.) The 
mayor has declared open season on jaywalkers. 


opera /‘ap-ra, 'ap-a-ra/ n [C/U] music a formal 
play in which all or most of the words are sung, or 
this type of play generally 
operatic /,ap-a'raet-1k/ adj 


Operate WORK /‘ap-a,reit/ v [I/T] to work or 
cause something to work, be in action, or have an 
effect o [T] How do you operate the remote control 
unit? © [I] Changes are being introduced to make the 
department operate more efficiently, 
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operation /,ap-a'rer-fan/ n [C/U] 1 [U] Several 
printing presses are in operation (= working) at the 
moment. © [C] Setting a mousetrap is a delicate 
operation (= act of doing something). 2 An opera- 
tion is also an activity planned to achieve some- 
thing: [C] a rescue operation 

operational /,ap-a'rer-fan-l/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © Repairs have already begun and we expect the 
plant to soon be fully operational (= working cor- 
rectly and completely). 

operative /‘ap-a-rat-1v/ adj working, or in exis- 
tence © Our computerized stock-control system is 
now operative. © I’m looking for a large, affordable 
apartment — and “affordable” is the operative word 
(= it has special importance). 

operator /'ap-a,reit-ar/ n [C] 1 a person who 
makes something work or puts something into ac- 
tion © a computer/machine operator 2 An operator 
is also a person who works on a telephone SWITCH- 
BOARD: Dial zero for the operator. 3 usually disap- 
proving An operator is a person who is often 
successful but seems too intelligent or speaks and 
acts too quickly and may not always be honest: 
He’s a smooth operator. 

MEDICAL PROCESS /‘ap-a,rert/ v [I] to cut a body 
open in order to repair, remove, or replace an un- 
healthy or damaged part © Doctors will operate on 
her tomorrow morning. 
operation /,ap-a'rer-fan/ n[C] © She underwent 
a six-hour open-heart operation. 


WORD FAMILY operate 


Adjectives operational 
operative 
cooperative 


Nouns operation 
cooperation 
cooperative 


operator 


Verbs 


operate 
cooperate 


operating room, abbreviation OR n [C] a spe- 
cial room in a hospital in which doctors perform 
medical operations 


operating system, abbreviation OS n [C] the 
set of programs that a computer uses to operate, 
store files, and communicate with devices and 
other computers ; 


operation /,ap-a'rer- fan/ n[C] mathematics a 
mathematical process, such as addition, in which 
one set of numbers is produced from another © 
See also: OPERATION at OPERATE 


operetta /ap-a'ret-a/ n [C/U] an amusing play 
in which many or all of the words are sung and 
which often includes some dancing, or this type of 


play generally 

ophthalmologist / af-¢al 'mal-a-dgast, ,ap-/ 
n[C] medical a doctor who specializes in treatment 
of the eyes 


opinion /2'pin-jan/ n[C/U] the ideas that a per- 
son or a group of people have about something 
or someone, which are based mainly on their feel- 
ings and beliefs, or a single idea of this type © [C] 
When you're a teenager youve got strong opinions 


on/about everything. © [C] McGuinness was express- 
ing his personal opinion. © [U] Her writings influ- 
enced public opinion. © [C] | think you’re wrong, 
though you're certainly entitled to your opinion. 

opinionated /a'pin-ja,nert-ad/ adj having 
strong opinions that you feel free to express 0 She’s 
seven years old and she’s already pretty opinionated. 


WORD CHOICES opinion 


The words view, feeling, and thoughts can be 
used instead of “opinion.” 


In my view, her criticisms were justified. 
My feeling is that we should wait a while. 
What are your thoughts on the matter? 
Point of view or viewpoint are used especially 
when someone’s opinion depends on that per- 
son’s situation. 
We interviewed a lot of people in order to get 
several points of view. 
Try to understand my viewpoint. 
The word attitude is used especially when 
someone's opinion causes that person to be- 
have in a particular way. 
It can be very difficult to change people’s 
attitudes. 
If you want to talk about a person’s or organi- 
zation’s official opinion, the words position or 
stance can be used. 
What’s the company’s position on recycling? 
The president’s stance on global warming has 
been criticized. 


opium /‘ou-pi:-am/ n [U] a drug made from 
POPPY plants and used in medicine to control pain 
or help people sleep 


OpossuM /a'pas-am/, short form possum n[C] a 
small animal that lives in trees and has thick fur, a 
long nose, and no hair on its tail 


opponent OPPOSING POSITION /a'pou-nant/ 
n[C] a person who disagrees with something and 
speaks against it or tries to change it © Opponents 
of the project fear it will attract undesirables. 


COMPETITOR /a'pou-nant/ n[C] a person you are 
competing against, esp. in politics or sports © His 
chief opponent in the November election will be Jim 
Crowley. 


opportune /,ap-ar'tu:n/ adj happening at a 
time which is likely to give success or which is con- 
venient © You couldn’t have arrived at a more op- 
portune time. 


opportunist /,ap-ar'tu:-nast/ n[C] disapproving 
a person who takes advantage of every chance for 
success without thinking about the effects on 
other people © There will always be opportunists 
ready to play on the public’s fears and prejudices. 
opportunistic /,ap-or-tu:'nis-tik/ adj © Our 
team was pretty opportunistic and took advantage 
of some mistakes. 


opportunity /,ap:er'tu:-nat-i/ n [C/U] an oc- 
casion or situation which makes it possible to do 
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something that you want to do or have to do, or 
the possibility of doing something © [C] She was 
given the opportunity to manage a day-care center. 
© [C] The university is not providing enough recrea- 
tional opportunities for the community. © [U] He had 
ample opportunity to examine the car. 


oppose /a'pouz/ v [T] to disagree with some- 
thing, often by speaking or fighting against it © 
The governor adamantly/vehemently opposes rais- 
ing taxes. O Related noun: OPPONENT OPPOSING 
POSITION 

opposed /a'pouzd/ adj © Mom’s strongly op- 
posed to my learning to drive. © I’d prefer to go in 
May, as opposed to (= rather than) September. 
opposing /a'pou-zin/ adj [not gradable] o The 
opposing sides failed to reach agreement today. 


WORD CHOICES oppose 


If someone opposes something, you can say 
that the person objects. 
No one objected to the decision. 
Defy can be used when someone opposes 
something by refusing to do it. 
A few workers defied the decision to strike and 
went in to work. 
If someone opposes something in a public way, 
you could use the phrase speak out against. 
More and more people are speaking out 
against this unpopular law. 
If someone opposes a particular thing, you can 
say that the person is against it or use the prefix 
anti-. 
His parents were completely against the idea. 
A group of anti-war demonstrators were 
marching in the street. 
Hostile and antagonistic can be used when 
someone opposes something strongly in an 
angry way. 
Many people were hostile to the idea of 
change. 
Management was antagonistic toward the 
workers’ demands. 


WORD FAMILY oppose 


Nouns opposition Adjectives opposed 
opposing 
opposite 


opposite 


opposite 


Verbs Oppose 


Adverbs 


opposite DIFFERENT /‘ap-a-zat/ adj [not grad- 
able] completely different © We turned and walked 
in the opposite direction. O People often believe the 
exact opposite of what you tell them. © His efforts to 
intimidate his enemies produced just the opposite ef- 
fect (= made them braver). 
opposite /'ap-a-zat/ n [C/U] o [U] My father is a 
very calm person, but my mother is just the opposite. 
© [C] Do you think it’s true that opposites are at- 
tracted to each other? 


FACING /‘ap-a-zat/ prep, adj, adv [not gradable] be- 
ing in a position on the other side; facing © The 
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two settlements are on opposite sides of the river. © 
We're in the building opposite the gas station. O She 
asked the man sitting opposite if she could borrow 
his newspaper. 


opposition /,ap-a'ziJ-an/ n [U] disagreement 
with something, often by speaking or fighting 
against it, or (esp. in politics) the people or group 
who are not in power © The proposal faces strong 
opposition. © They expect to defeat the opposition. 


Oppress RULE /9'pres/ v [T] to govern people in 
an unfair and cruel way and prevent them from 
having opportunities and freedom © In his speech 
he spoke against those who continue to oppress the 
poor. 
oppression /a'pref-an/ n [U] © There's less op- 
pression and freer speech here now. 
oppressive /a'pres-1v/ adj © an oppressive 
government 
oppressor /a'pres-ar/ n [C] © They're not the 
powerful oppressors that society says they are. 

MAKE UNCOMFORTABLE /a'pres/ v [T] to make a 
person feel uncomfortable or anxious © He’s feeling 
oppressed by the approach of a deadline. 
oppressive /a'pres-1v/ adj 1 an oppressive sense 
of guilt 2 Oppressive weather is hot, with a lot of 
wetness in the air. 
oppressively /a'pres-1v-li/ adv © It was oppres- 
sively hot on the bus. 


opt /apt/ v [I] to make a choice, esp. for one thing 
or possibility in preference to any others © Instead 
of a soft drink, she opted for water. © He opted out 
of the health insurance plan (= chose not to be a 
part of it). 


WORD FAMILY opt 


Nouns 


option Verbs opt 


Adjectives optional Adverbs optionally 


optical /‘ap-ti-kal/ adj [not gradable] connected 
with the eyes or sight, or connected with or using 
light © an optical telescope 
optic /‘ap-tik/ adj [not gradable] medical referring 
to the eyes © the optic nerve 
optician /ap'tiJ-an/ n [C] a person who makes 
LENSES for eyeglasses or sells eyeglasses 
optics /‘ap-tiks/ n [U] the study of light 


optical illusion n [(C] something that you 
think you see, but that is not really there © Some 
sort of optical illusion makes these things seem to 
travel faster than they really do. 


optimal /‘ap-ta-mal/ adj OPTIMUM 


optimism /‘ap-ta,miz-am/ n [U] the tendency 
to be hopeful and to emphasize or think of the 
good part in a situation rather than the bad part, 
or the feeling that in the future good things are 
more likely to happen than bad things © There was 
a note of optimism in his voice as he spoke about his 
recovery. © Opposite: PESSIMISM 
optimist /‘ap-ta-mast/ n [C] © She was an opti- 
mist in the face of adversity. 
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optimistic /,ap-ta'mis-tik/ adj © I’m optimistic 
that they can work things out. 
optimistically /,ap-ta'mis-ti-kli/ adv © White 
optimistically predicted success. 


optimum /'ap-ta:mam/, optimal adj [not grad- 
able] being the best or most likely to bring success 
or advantage © For optimum flavor, prepare just be- 
fore serving. 


option © /‘ap-san/ n[C] 1 one thing that can 
be chosen from a set of possibilities, or the free- 
dom to make a choice © The program helps students 
explore career options. 2 An option is also a part of 
a contract that allows for something to happen in 
the future: He decided to exercise an option to break 
the team’s lease on the stadium. 
optional © /'ap-fan-l/ adj [not gradable] not 
necessary or demanded but possible or available; 
depending on what you decide to do 0 / think mili- 
tary service should be completely optional. 


IDIOM with option 


ekeep your options open, leave your options open 
to wait before making a choice © | haven't signed 
a contract — I’m leaving my options open. 


optometrist /ap'tam-s-trast/ n [C] a person 
trained to test the sight of people and to decide 
how best to improve their sight, if necessary, by 
ordering glasses or CONTACT LENSES for them 
optometry /ap 'tam-a-tri/ n [U] o She decided to 
study optometry. 


opulent /‘ap-ja-lent/ adj rich in appearance; 
showing great wealth © He lived an opulent lifestyle 
that included sports cars and enormous homes. 
opulence /‘ap-ja-lans/ n (U] 


Or POSSIBILITIES /2:r, ar/ conjunction 1 used to 
connect different possibilities © /s today Tuesday or 
Wednesday? © You can get that blouse in blue, gray, 
or white. 0 There were ten or twelve people in the 
room (= approximately that number of people). © 
We'd better make a decision soon or the whole deal 
will fall through. 2 After a negative verb, or can also 
continue the negative meaning of the verb: He 
won't eat meat or fish (= and will not eat fish 
either). , 

EXPLAIN /o:r, ar/ conjunction used to show that a 
word or phrase means the same as, or explains or 
corrects, another word or phrase © Photons, or in- 
dividual particles of light, travel huge distances in 
space. O Things were going well, or seemed to be, 
but the relationship had already begun to change. 


IDIOMS with or 


eor else 1 or O We'd better be there by eignt or else 
we'll miss the beginning. 2 When or else is spoken 
at the end of a demand, it can also be a mild 
threat: You'd better remember to bring the baby bot- 
tles this time, or else! 

©or so approximately © We raised $500 or so for 
charity. 


OR n [C] abbreviation for OPERATING ROOM 


Oral SPOKEN /'s:r-al, ‘our-, ‘ar-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] spoken; not written © an oral agreement/exam 


orchestrate 


orally /‘s:r-a-li, 'our-, ‘ar-/ adv [not gradable] © 
She decided to give the report orally rather than in 
writing. 

MOUTH /'o:r-al, 'our-, ‘ar-/ adj [not gradable] of, 
taken by, or done to the mouth © oral medication 
© oral surgery 
orally /‘s:r-a-li, 'our-, ‘ar-/ adv [not gradable] o 
This medicine is to be taken orally. 


oral history n [U/C] English, social studies re- 
corded information about the past that has been 
collected from the speech of people who were 
there, or a book based on such information 


orange COLOR /‘'ar-and3, ‘a:r-/ adj, n [U] (of) 
the color that is a mixture of red and yellow © an 
orange jacket © The setting sun made the sky orange. 
FRUIT /‘ar-and3, ‘o:r-/ n [C/U] a round, orange-col- 
ored fruit that is valued mainly for its sweet juice 


orangutan, orangutang /9'rzeq-9 ten, -,taen/ 
n [C] a large APE (= animal like a monkey) with 
red-and-brown hair and long arms 


Oratorio /,2:r-9'to:r-i:,0u, ,ar-, -'tour-/ n [C] 
music a long piece of music for singers and instru- 
ments in which a religious story is told in songs 


oratory /'s:r-9 tori, ‘ar-, -,tour-i/ n [U] the ac- 
tivity of giving skillful and effective speeches in 
public 
oration /9:'rer- fan/ n[C] a formal public speech 
about a serious subject © a funeral oration 
orator /'s:r-at-ar, 'ar-/ n[C] © Daniel Webster was 
famous as an orator. 


orbit /'9:r-bat/ n [C/U] 1 physics the curved path 
through which objects in space move around a 
planet or star that has GRAVITY (= a pulling force) 
2 physics An orbit is also the path an ELECTRON 
takes around the NUCLEUS (= central part) of an 
atom. 3 biology Orbit also means the round hol- 
low area surrounding the eye. 
orbit /'s:r-bat/ v [I/T] physics 


orbital /'s:r-bat-9l/ n [C] physics the path that 
an ELECTRON or electrons take around the NU- 
CLEUS (= central part) of an atom 


orchard /'s:r-tfard/ n [C] an area of land where 
fruit trees are grown © an apple orchard 


orchestra /'s:r-ka-stra, -,kes-tra/ n[C] 1 a large 
group of musicians playing different instruments 
and usually organized to play together and led by 
a CONDUCTOR © the New York Philharmonic Or- 
chestra 2 The orchestra of a theater is the part on 
the main floor: We’ve got seats in the fifth row of 
the orchestra. 
orchestral /o:r'kes-tral/ adj [not gradable] © an 
orchestral arrangement 
orchestrate /'s:r-ko,strert/ v [T] to arrange or 
write a piece of music to be played by an orchestra 
orchestration /,9:r-ka'strer: fan/ n [C/U] 


orchestrate /'s:r-ka,streit/ v [T] to plan and 
organize something carefully and sometimes se- 
cretly in order to achieve a desired result © The 
White House orchestrated a series of events to show- 
case the president on the global stage. 
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orchid /'s:r-kad/ n [C] a plant with three-part 
flowers, or one of its flowers, which can be white 
or of several different colors 


ordain />2:r'dein/ v [T] to make someone offi- 
cially a priest, minister, or rabbi in a religious cer- 
emony © Related noun: ORDINATION 


ordeal /2:r'di:l/ n [C] an experience that is very 
painful, difficult, or tiring © Her seven-month stay 
in the hospital was quite an ordeal. 


order INSTRUCTION /'s:rd-ar/ n [C] something 
you are told to do by someone else and which you 
must do 0 [+ to infinitive] The company has received 
an order to stop releasing pollution into the air. © His 
defense was that he was only obeying orders. 
order /'s:rd-ar/ v [T] (esp. of a person in author- 
ity) to tell someone to do something © They or- 
dered him to leave the room. 


REQUEST /'s:rd-ar/ v [I/T] to ask for something to 
be made, supplied, or delivered © [I] Are you ready 
to order, or do you need a little more time? © [T] ! 
ordered some pasta and a mixed salad. © [T] After 
looking through the catalog, she called the store and 
ordered new sheets and towels. 
order /'s:rd-ar/ n[C] 1 Can I take your order now 
or would you like to have a drink first? 0 | would like 
to place (= make) an order for the new software. 2 
An order is also the thing that has been requested: 
The store phoned to say your order has come in. 3 If 
something is on order, you have asked for it to be 
obtained but have not yet received it: The lamp 
has been on order for several weeks. 


ARRANGEMENT /'o:rd-ar/ n[U] 1 the way in which 
people or things are arranged in relation to one 
another or according to a particular characteristic 
© Please arrange the books in alphabetical order by 
author. © | can’t find the files | need because they’re 
all out of order (= they are not arranged in the cor- 
rect way). 2 If you leave/put things in order, you 
make them neat: / want to leave my desk in order 
before | go on vacation. 
order /'s:rd-ar/ v [T] © The records are ordered by 
date. 
orderly /'s:rd-ar-li/ adj well arranged or orga- 
nized © During the fire drill, the children were asked 
to proceed in an orderly way down the stairs and out 
of the building. 


CORRECT BEHAVIOR /'s:rd-ar/ n [U] a situation in 
which rules are obeyed and people do what they 


are expected to do © Observers were present to pre- 
serve order during the voting. 


USABLE CONDITION /'s:rd-ar/ n [U] the state of 
working correctly or of being suitable for use © The 
set of power tools are all in good working order. © 
Are your immigration papers in order (= legally cor- 
rect)? 0 The elevator is out of order (= not working). 

SYSTEM /'9:rd-ar/ n[C] a social or political system 
© a new economic order 


WORD FAMILY order 


Nouns order 
disorder 
orderly 


Adjectives orderly 


disorderly 


Verbs order 


IDIOMS with order 


ein order right for the occasion © | think congrat- 
ulations are in order for the new graduates in the 
room! 

ein order for something to happen if you want a 
particular result © In order for us to win, we'll all have 
to try a little harder. 

ein order to do something with the aim or purpose 
of doing something © He came home early in order 
to see the children before they went to bed. 


PHRASAL VERB with order 


eorder around someone [M] to tell someone what 
to do in an annoying way © The older waitresses 
didn’t talk to her except to order her around. 


orderly /'s:rd-ar-li/ n [C] a hospital worker who 
does jobs for which no training is necessary, such 
as helping nurses or carrying heavy things 


ordinal (number) /'s:rd-9n-al (‘nam-bar)/n 
[C] a number like 1st, 2nd, 3rd, that shows the 
position of something in a list of items © In “She 
was fifth in the race,” “fifth” is an ordinal number. 
© Compare CARDINAL (NUMBER) 


ordinance /'s:rd-®n-ans/ n[C] social studies a 
law or rule made by a government or authority © 
A city ordinance forbids the parking of cars in this 
area. 


ordinary /'s:rd-®n,er-i/ adj not different, spe- 
cial, or unexpected in any way; usual © His music 
was of the sort that ordinary Americans could relate 
to. © Computers are now widely available in ordinary 
school settings. 
ordinarily /,2:rd-®n'er-a-li/ adv usually; most of- 
ten © We ordinarily get paid on Friday, but because 
Friday is a holiday, we’re getting paid on Thursday 
instead. 


ordinate /'s:rd-°n-at/ n [C] mathematics the 
second number in a pair; a number on a Y-AXIS (= 
line) that shows the COORDINATE (= place along 
that line) of a point 0 Compare ABSCISSA 


ordination /,5:rd-®n'er- fan/ n[C/U] a religious 
ceremony at which someone is officially made a 
priest, minister, or rabbi O Related verb: ORDAIN 


ore /s:r, our/ n[C/U] a substance formed naturally 
in the ground and from which metal can be ob- 
tained © [U] iron ore 


oregano /a'reg:a,nou/ n (U] an herb whose 
dried leaves are used in cooking 


org /,ov ,ar'd3i:, a:rg/ n [U] used at the end of US 
INTERNET addresses to show that the address be- 
longs to a group or company that is not estab- 
lished to make a profit © dictionaries@cup.org 


organ BODY PART /'s:r-gan/ n[C] biology a part 
of the body of a person, animal, or plant that per- 
forms a special job 


INSTRUMENT /'s:r-gan/ n [C/U] a musical instru- 

ment with one or more rows of keys that are 
pressed with the fingers to play notes produced by 
forcing air through pipes of different sizes, or a 
similar electronic instrument © [U] Fred taught his 
wife to play the organ. 
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organist /'s:r-ga-nast/ n[C] © He is the organist 
at Washington Cathedral. 


organelle /,s:r-ga'nel/ n[C] biology any of the 
parts inside a living cell that have a particular pur- 
pose, such as a NUCLEUS (= central part) or a 
CHLOROPLAST (= part in a plant cell) 


organic LIVING /9:r'gzen-1k/ adj [not gradable] 
1 consisting of or relating to living plants and ani- 
mals, or the substances of which they are made 2 
biology, chemistry Organic also means relating 
to, or belonging to a group of substances contain- 
ing the chemical element carbon. © Compare 
INORGANIC 


NO CHEMICALS /9:r'gzen-1k/ adj not using artificial 
chemicals in the production of plants and animals 
for food © organic fruits and vegetables 


organism /'>s:r-ga,niz-am/ n[C] biology a sin- 
gle living plant, animal, or other living thing 


organization /,9:r-go-na'zer-fan/ n [C] a 
group whose members work together for a shared 
purpose in a continuing way © the National Orga- 
nization of Women © Labor organizations have con- 
tributed heavily to the Democratic campaigns. 
organizational /,9:r-ga-na'zer:fan-*l/ adj [not 
gradable] © The new campaign promotes our orga- 
nizational effectiveness. 


organize PLAN /'>:r-ga,naiz/ v [T] to make the 
necessary plans for something to happen; arrange 
© The group organizes theater trips once a month, © 
They organized a meeting between the students and 
teachers. 
organization /,2:r-ga-na'zer-fan/ n [U] © He 
didn't want to be involved in the organization of the 
conference. 
organizational /,>:r-ga-na'zer:fan-Al/ adj [not 
gradable] © Her networking and organizational skills 
came in handy for a charity boxing event she hosted. 
organizer /'s:r-ga,nar-zar/ n [C] © a union 
organizer 
MAKE A SYSTEM /'s:r-g9,naiz/ v [T] to do or ar- 
range something according to a particular system 
© She had organized her work so that she could do 
some of it at home. 
organization /,o:r-ga-na'zer-fan/ n [U] ar- 
rangement according to a particular system © An 
organization by subject rather than by date seems 
to make sense. 
organizational /,>:r-ga-na'zer-fan-9l/ adj [not 
gradable] © The White House Office of Management 
and Budget issued a revised organizational chart. 
organized /'s:r-ga,naizd/ adj 1 able to plan 
things carefully and keep things neat © We are look- 
ing for a person who is well organized. 2 Organized 
also means relating to groups or people who are 
members of large and often powerful organiza- 
tions in a particular area of activity: organized labor 
© organized sports O organized crime 


WORD FAMILY organize 


Adjectives organizational 
organized 
disorganized 


Nouns organization 
disorganization 
reorganization 


organizer Verbs 


organize 
reorganize 


organized labor n [U] social studies LABOR 
UNIONs (= organizations of workers) considered as 
a group 


orgasm /'s:r gzz-am/ n [C/U] the moment of 
greatest pleasure in sexual activity 


orient © FIND DIRECTION /'o:r-i:-ont, ‘our-, 
-,ent/, esp. Br orientate /'o:r-i:-an ,tert, 'our-/ v [T] 
to discover the position of yourself in relation to 
your surroundings © After she came out of the sta- 
tion, she paused to orient herself. 

orientation © /,s:r-i:-an'ter-fan, ,our-/ n [(U] 
the position of something in relation to its sur- 
roundings © The church has an east-west orientation 
(= has one main side facing east and the opposite 
side facing west). 


MAKE FAMILIAR /‘s:r-i:-ant, ‘our-, -,ent/, esp. Br or- 
ientate /'s:r-i:-an tert, 'our-/ v [T] to make some- 
one familiar with a new place O Incoming freshmen 
have advisers to help orient them to the university. 
orientation © /,s:r-i:-an'ter-fan, ,our-/ n [C/ 
U] © [C] There’s an orientation (= meeting to help 
you become familiar with a new place) for fresh- 
men tonight. 


Orient /'s:r-i:-ant, ‘our-/ n [U] the countries in 
the east and southeast of Asia 

oriental /,o:r-i:'ent-l, ,our-/ adj [not gradable] 
O oriental cuisine/art 


orientation © / >:r-i:-an'ter-Jan, ,our-/ n[U] 
the particular interests, activities, or aims of a per- 
son or an organization © He has never tried to hide 
his political orientation. 
oriented © /,o:r-i: ent-ad, ,our-/ adj showing 
the direction in which something is aimed © Hotels 
are a Service-oriented industry. 


Origin /'>:r-a-d3an, ‘ar-/ n[C/U] 1 the thing from 
which something comes, or the place where it be- 
gan © [C] the origins of language © [U] He studied 
the origin and development of the nervous system. 2 
A person’s origin is the country from which the 
person comes: [U] The population is of Indian or 
Pakistani origin. 3 mathematics The origin is the 
zero point on a NUMBER LINE (= drawing that rep- 
resents all the numbers that exist), or the point 
where the horizontal and vertical lines on a GRAPH 
(= drawing) cross. 
original /a'ridz:an-Al/ n[C] 1 the first one made 
and not a copy © Send a copy of your receipt, but 
keep the original. 2 An original is also a piece of 
work by an artist or designer and not a copy by 
someone else. 3 Someone who is an original be- 
haves or speaks in a way that is not like other 
people. 
original /a'rid3:an-°l/ adj [not gradable] 1 in the 
earliest form of something, or in the form that ex- 
isted at the beginning © The original plans have 
been changed. 2 Original can also mean different 
from anything or anyone else and therefore new 
and interesting: Our teacher said we’d better come 
up with something original. 3 An original piece of 
work, such as a painting or drawing, is produced 
by the artist or writer and is not a copy. 
originality /a ,rid3-a'nzel-at-i/ mn [U] © The essays 
will be judged on the basis of style and originality (= 
the degree to which they are new and different). 
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original jurisdiction 

originally /a'rid3-an-4l-i/ adv [not gradable] 9 It 
was a bedroom originally (= in the beginning), but 
we turned it into a study. © They now live in Califor- 
nia, but originally they came from Mexico. 
originate /a'rid3-a,neit/ v [I] to come from or 
begin in a particular place or situation © Jazz orig- 
inated in the US and is now popular throughout the 
world. 

originator /a'rid3-9 ,nert-ar/ n[C] © Morton was 
the originator of Arbor Day. 


WORD FAMILY origin 


Nouns origin 
Original 
originality 
originator 


Adjectives original 
unoriginal 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


originate 


originally 


original jurisdiction n [U] social studies 
the right of a court to be the first to hear a legal 
case O Compare APPELATE JURISDICTION 


oriole /'s:r-i:-al, ‘our-/ n[C] a bird found in many 

parts of North America, the male of which has 
bright black and orange or black and yellow 
feathers 


ornament /'s:r-na-mant/ n [C] an object that 
is decorative rather than useful O They spent de- 
cades collecting these colorful, Victorian-era orna- 
ments. 
ornament /'s:r-na,ment/ v [T] ° Climbing plants 
ornamented the wall. 
ornamental /,2:r-na'ment-*l/ adj © The buttons 
on the sleeves are just ornamental. 


ornate /s:r'neit/ adj having a lot of decoration 
© ornate jewelry/buildings 


ornery /'a:r-na-ri/ adj infml tending to get angry 
and argue with people © He’s ornery and opinion- 
ated, but he doesn’t lie. 


ornithology /,>:r-na'‘eal-a-d3i/ n [U] the study 
of birds 
ornithologist /,2:r-na'éal-a-dzast/ n [C] some- 
one who scientifically studies birds 


orphan /'s:r-fan/ n[C] a child whose parents are 
dead 
orphan /'s:r-fan/ v [T] © She was orphaned at an 
early age. 
orphanage /'o:r-fa-nid3/ n [C] a home for chil- 
dren whose parents are dead or unable to care for 
them 


orthodontist /,s:r-6a'dant-ast/ n [C] a DEN- 
TIST who specializes in correcting the position of 
the teeth 


orthodox /'>:r-93 ,daks/ adj (of beliefs, ideas, or 
activities) following generally accepted beliefs or 
standards © orthodox methods of teaching 
orthodoxy /'s:r-8a ,dak-si/ n [C/U] 0 Any ques- 
tioning of conservative orthodoxy was viewed as an 
act of betrayal. 


Orthodox Church n [C/U] a Christian reli- 
gious group with many members in Greece and 
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eastern Europe, or any particular church belonging 
to this group 


orthopedics /,>:r-6a'pi:d-tks/ n [U] the medi- 
cal specialty that deals with the treatment of bones 
that did not grow correctly or are damaged 
orthopedic /,2:r-@a'pi:d-1k/ adj [not gradable] 
© an orthopedic surgeon 


OSn [C] abbreviation for OPERATING SYSTEM 


Oscar /'as-kar/ n [C] trademark an ACADEMY 
AWARD © He won an Oscar for best supporting actor. 


oscillate /‘as-a,leit/ v [I] to move repeatedly 
from side to side or up and down between two 
points, or to vary between two feelings or opinions 
© She oscillates between cooperation and hostility. 
oscillation /,as-a'ler-fan/ n [C/U] 


osmoregulatory /,az-‘ma'reg-ja:la,to:r-i, -,tour- 
i/adj biology relating to the process by which the 
amount of water in living things and the sub- 
stances it contains are controlled 


Osmosis /az'mou-sas, as-/ n [(U] 1 biology the 
process in animals and plants by which a liquid 
passes gradually from one part to another through 
a MEMBRANE (= tissue that covers cells) 2 Osmosis 
is also the process by which ideas and information 
are absorbed without conscious effort: Children of- 
ten learn by osmosis. 


ostensible /a'sten-sa-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
appearing or claiming to be one thing when it is 
really something else © Rous published 60 scientific 
papers after his ostensible retirement. 
ostensibly /a'sten-sa-bli/ adv [not gradable] © /f 
the engine on an ostensibly low-mileage car is filthy, 
it may have higher mileage than it seems. 


ostentation /,as-tan'ter-fan/ n [U] a show of 
wealth, possessions, or power intended to attract 
admiration or notice 


ostentatious /,as-tan'ter-fas/ adj intended to 
attract admiration or notice © ostentatious jewelry 
© ostentatious gestures 
ostentatiously /,as-tan'ter-fa-sli/ adv o She 
waved her hand about, ostentatiously displaying her 
large diamond ring. 


osteoporosis /,as-ti:,ou-pa'rou-sas/ n [U] a 
medical condition that causes the bones to 
weaken and become easy to break 


ostracize /‘as-tra saiz/ v[T] to prevent someone 
from being part of a group because you dislike the 
person or disapprove of something the person has 
done © She was ostracized by fellow officers after 
bringing charges against her partner. 
ostracism /'‘as-tra ,s1z-am/ n [U] © Those who re- 
fused to conform risked ostracism. 


ostrich /‘as-trit{/ n[C] a very large bird from Af- 
rica that has a long neck and long legs and cannot 
fly 

other PART OF A SET /'nd-ar/ pronoun 1 the sec- 
ond of two things or people, or the item or person 
that is left from a group or set of things © Hold the 


z bat | a hot | a1 bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


out 


racket in one hand and the ball in the other. © Some 
people like living in big cities, but others prefer the 
suburbs. 2 Or other is used after words such as 
some, someone, something, or somewhere when 
you cannot be exact about what you are saying: 
The event will be held in some park or other. 
other /'né-ar/ adj [not gradable] 1 Where’s the 
other key to the back door? © I’ve found one glove — 
have you seen the other one? 2 The other end/side 
means the opposite end or side: Put this chair at 
the other end of the table. © Jeanne was waiting on 
the other side of the street. 


MORE /'né-ar/ adj [not gradable] 1 more of the 
same kind as the item or person already men- 
tioned © In addition to the microwave oven, the 
kitchen has several other modern appliances. © There 
is one other point | would like to discuss with you. © 
Are there any other people you want to invite? 2 
Other can be used at the end of a list to show that 
there are more items without being exact about 
what they are: milk, cheese, and other dairy 
products 
others /'né-arz/ pronoun 1 | only know about this 
book, but there might be others (= other books), © 
This one is broken — can you find any others? 2 Oth- 
ers also refers to people in general, not the person 
you are talking to or about: You shouldn’t expect 
others to do your work for you. 


DIFFERENT /'ad-ar/ adj [not gradable] different 
from the item or person already mentioned © I’m 
going to have to take the car — there’s no other way 
to get there. 0 Ask me some other time, when I’m 
not so busy. » Usage: another or other? at AN- 
OTHER ADDITIONAL 


IDIOMS with other 


ein other words to explain it more clearly O He 
was economical with the truth — in other words, he 
lied. 

eon the other hand in a way that is different from 
the first thing you mentioned © My husband likes 
classical music — 1, on the other hand, like all kinds. 
eother than except © The form cannot be signed 
by anyone other than you. 

ethe other day, the other night/week recently © 
I saw him the other day, © She called the other night. 


otherwise /'né-ar waiz/ adv [not gradable] 1 
differently, or in another way © Samuel Clemens, 
otherwise known as Mark Twain © Parts of the com- 
pany will be sold or otherwise dismantled. 2 Other- 
wise also means except for what was just referred 
to: | like working outside when it’s warm, but other- 
wise | stay indoors. 
otherwise /'aé-ar,waiz/ conjunction if not; or 
else © Tell me if you want it, otherwise I'll give it to 
Freya. 


otter /‘at-ar/ n[C] a water mammal with four legs 
and dark brown fur, which eats fish and is related 
to the WEASEL 


ouch /avtJ/ exclamation used to express sudden 
pain © Ouch, you're hurting me! 


ought DUTY />:t, at/ modal verb [+ to infinitive] 
ought used to say that it is necessary or desirable 


to perform the action expressed in the verb © We 
ought to clean up before we go home. © She really 
ought to apologize. 


PROBABLE /92:t, at/ modal verb [+ to infinitive] 
ought used to say that the action expressed in the 
verb is probable or expected © He ought to be home 
by seven o’clock. © The curtains ought to be ready 
on Monday. © At his age, he ought to have known 
better. 


ounce WEIGHT /auns/, abbreviation oz. n[C] 1 a 
unit of measurement of weight equal to 1/16 
pound or 28 grams 2 An ounce is also a very small 
amount: /f he’s got an ounce of common sense, he'll 
realize that this project is bound to fail. 


VOLUME /auns/, abbreviation oz. n [C] a FLUID 
OUNCE 


our /aur, ar/ pronoun [pl] belonging to or con- 
nected with us; the possessive form of we, used 
before a noun © These are our children. © Our plans 
have changed. 


ours /aurz, arz/ pronoun [pl] belonging to, or that 
which belongs to us © He’s a cousin of ours. © That’s 
their problem — not ours. © | think these seats are 
ours. 


ourselves /aur'selvz, ar-/ pronoun [pl] the per- 
son speaking and one or more others; the reflexive 
form of we © We promised ourselves a long vacation 
this year. © It’s a big garden, but we do the gardening 
by ourselves (= without help). © Everyone else is 
busy, so we'll have to go all by ourselves (= without 
other people). © We had the swimming pool all to 
ourselves (= we did not have to share it). 


oust /aust/ v [T] to force someone out of a job or 
position © The school board voted to oust the school 
superintendent. 
ouster /‘au-star/ n[U] © She publicly called for his 
ouster as chairman. 


out FROM INSIDE /aut/ prep, adv [not gradable] 
from within to a place or position that is not inside 
a building or not enclosed or contained © I’m going 
out for a walk. O He leaned out the window and 
waved. © Our office looks out on a public park. © See 
also: OUT OF OUTSIDE 


BEYOND /aut/ adv [not gradable] in the area be- 
yond a building or room, or OUTDOORS (= not in 
a building) © It’s cold out today. © They camped out. 
© Keep out (= Do not enter). © See also: OUT OF 
OUTSIDE 


AWAY /avt/ prep, adv [not gradable] 1 away or ab- 
sent from your home or place of work © Ili be out 
tomorrow. © Leo went out to lunch. © We often eat 
out (= at restaurants). © Bill asked me out (= to go 
somewhere enjoyable together). O See also: OUT 
TO LUNCH at OUT IDIOMS 2 If something is out, it 
is not where it is usually kept or belongs: | checked 
at the library and that book is out. © See also: OUT 
OF OUTSIDE 

REMOVED /aut/ adv [not gradable] to the point 
where something is removed or disappears © The 
stain on my tie won’t come out. © Cross out the sec- 
ond number. 
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FROM A PLACE /aut/ prep, adv [not gradable] away 
from a place or starting point, or far away © They 
moved out to the country. © Have you sent out the 
invitations yet? © See also: OUT OF OUTSIDE 


COMPLETELY /avt/ adv [not gradable] completely, 
or as much as possible © She stretched out on the 
bed. © We were tired out. 

ALOUD /aut/ adv [not gradable] aloud, so other 
people can hear © Her mother called out to us. 


AVAILABLE /aut/ adj, adv [not gradable] (esp. of a 
book, movie, or recording) available to the public 
© Is his new novel out yet? 


MADE KNOWN /aut/ adj, adv [not gradable] made 
known to the public © The secret’s out about her 
retirement. 


SEEN /aut/ adj, adv [not gradable] able to be seen 
O It stopped raining and the sun came out. 


NOT OPERATING /aut/ adj, adv [not gradable] 1 no 
longer operating or working © The electricity went 
out during the storm. 2 \f something that burns is 
out, it is no longer burning: Be sure the fire is out. 
O See also: OUT OF NOT IN A STATE OF 


NOT AWARE /aut/ adj, adv [not gradable] uncon- 
scious, sleeping, or not aware © He passed out (= 
became unconscious). © Matt was so tired, he’s out 
cold (= in a deep sleep). © See also: OUT OF NOT IN 
A STATE OF 


COMPLETELY USED /aut/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
(coming) into a condition in which something has 
been used and no more of it is left © Our money 
ran out. © His luck was running out. © Renew your 
membership before the month is out. © See also: OUT 
OF NOT HAVE 


NOT ACCEPTABLE /aut/ adj [not gradable] not ac- 
ceptable, not possible, or not allowed © Thursday 
is out so let’s meet Friday. © See also: OUT OF NOT IN 
A STATE OF 


NOT FASHIONABLE /aut/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
infmi not fashionable or popular © Long hair is out. 
O See also: OUT OF NOT IN A STATE OF 


INTENDING /aut/ adj [not gradable] infm/ intending 
to do or get something © He’s just out for a good 
time. © The mayor is out to get some publicity. 


BASEBALL /aut/ adj [not gradable] failing or having 
failed to reach a BASE © He was out on a close play 
at second base. O Compare SAFE BASEBALL 
out /aut/ n [C] © He made an out ona fly ball. 


EXCUSE /aut/ n [C usually sing] infmi an excuse or 
reason for avoiding an unpleasant situation O The 
kids need to get home, so we have an out if we need it. 


IDIOMS with out 


¢out of commission not working or no longer in 
use O My car is out of commission again. 

eout of it not aware of what is happening © I’m 
sorry | forgot to call you back — I’m completely out of 
it today. 

¢ out of your league doing something that you are 
not skilled enough to do, esp. compared to other 
people doing the same thing © She has been work- 
ing very hard on the project, but | think she’s a little 
out of her league. 


a 


*someone/something is out of someone’s league 
someone or something is too good or expensive 
for someone to have © She was the most beautiful 
girl in school, and | knew she was out of my league. 
e out of line beyond what is considered acceptable 
behavior © You can disagree with her, but calling her 
dishonest was out of line. 

eout of your mind crazy or behaving in a crazy 
way © You have to be out of your mind to go swim- 
ming when it’s below freezing outside. 

eout of order not operating because it is broken 
0 I’m afraid we have to walk up the stairs — the el- 
evator is out of order. 

eout of place not comfortable in or not suitable 
for a situation © The picture looks out of place here. 
© | felt out of place in my huge new school. 

eout of shape not physically healthy enough for 
difficult exercise because you have not been in- 
volved in physical activities © I’m so out of shape 
that | get out of breath climbing the stairs. 

eout of sight, out of mind not able to be seen, 
and so not thought about © Problems in remote 
places can be out of sight, out of mind for many 
people. 

eout of sorts in an unhappy mood © Peter over- 
slept this morning and has been out of sorts all day. 
eout of step with someone/something not having 
the same ideas or beliefs as other people, or not 
being aware of other people’s beliefs © The gover- 
nor’s remarks show that she is seriously out of step 
with the voters. 

¢ out of the blue unexpectedly © My old roommate 
called me out of the blue. 

¢out of the corner of your eye without looking at 
something directly 0 | was watching TV when | saw 
something move out of the corner of my eye. 

¢out of the frying pan into the fire from a bad 
or difficult situation to one that is even worse © 
Many kids who try to run away from unhappy homes 
discover that they’ve jumped out of the frying pan 
into the fire when they try to live on their own. 
¢out of the question not possible or not allowed 
© The class ends at 2, and leaving before then is out 
of the question. 

eout of the running having no chance of being 
successful in a competition or election © He wasn’t 
able to raise enough money for his campaign and 
declared himself out of the running. © ge OT at IN 
THE RUNNING at RUN IDIOMS 

eout of the way 1 completed © / can relax when 
this term paper is out of the way. 2 A place that is 
out of the way is far away from areas that are cen- 
tral: The post office is a bit out of the way. 

¢out of the woods not having a problem or dif- 
ficulty any longer © It’s too soon to say if either air- 
line is out of the woods yet. 

¢out of thin air from nowhere or from nothing © 
She seemed to appear out of thin air. 

¢out of this world extremely good © The food at 
that restaurant is out of this world. 

eout of touch not informed or not having the 
same ideas as most people about something, so 
that you make mistakes © A few of the older teachers 
are completely out of touch with their students. 
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eout to lunch infmi slightly crazy or not thinking 
clearly © You must have thought | was completely 
out to lunch when | forgot about meeting you. 


out of OUTSIDE /'--/ prep 1 from a place or po- 
sition inside something to a place or position that 
is beyond it or not part of it O / jumped out of bed 
and ran downstairs. © My daughter just got out of 
the hospital. 2 lf you are out of an activity, you are 
no longer involved in it: He decided to get out of 
teaching. 3 If something is out of sight it is hidden 
or too far away to be seen. 

NOT IN A STATE OF /'--/ prep 1 not in the best or 
in a correct state, or not in a particular state or 
condition © The picture was out of focus. © James 
has been out of work for over a month. © This dress 
is out of style (= no longer fashionable). 2 If a per- 
son’s behavior is out of character, it is very differ- 
ent from the usual way that person behaves: /t was 
out of character for Charles not to offer to help. 3 
Someone or something out of control is difficult 
to manage: The weeds in the garden are out of con- 
trol. 4 A book that is out of print is no longer avail- 
able. 5 When a fruit or vegetable is out of season, 
it is a time of the year when it does not usually 
grow locally and must be obtained from another 
region or country: Tomatoes are out of season now. 

WITH /'--/ prep with the help of © / paid for the com- 
puter out of my savings. 

BY USING /'--/ prep (of a material or substance) by 
using, to produce something © The dress was made 
out of velvet. 

NOT HAVE /'--/ prep in a condition in which you 
have no more of something, esp. because it has all 
been used © We'll soon be out of gas. © I’m out of 
patience with her. © We're out of time — we've got to 
leave right now. 

COMING FROM /'--/ prep coming from © She copied 
the pattern out of a magazine. 

BECAUSE OF /'--/ prep because of © She volunteered 
out of a sense of duty. 

FROM AMONG /'--/ prep from among a group or a 
particular number © The poll showed that six out of 
ten people approved of the job the president is doing. 


out-and-out /‘aut:®n aut/ adj [not gradable] 
complete; in all ways © He’s an out-and-out fraud. 


outbreak /‘avt-breik/ n [C] a sudden appear- 
ance of something, esp. of a disease or something 
else dangerous or unpleasant © an outbreak of chol- 
era O the outbreak of war 


outburst /‘aut-barst/ n[C] a sudden, violent ex- 
pression of emotion, esp. anger 


outcast /'aut-keest/ n [C] a person who is not 
accepted or has no place in society or in a partic- 
ular group © a Social outcast 


outclass /aut'klzes/ v[T] to be much better than 
someone or something © Jason outclasses everyone 
on the team. 


outcome © /‘aut:kam/ n[C] 1 the result or ef- 
fect of an action, situation, or event © /t’s too early 
to predict the outcome of the election. 2 mathe- 


matics An outcome is one of the possible results 
in a PROBABILITY (= likelihood) experiment. 


outcrop /‘avt-krap/ n [C] earth science an area 

of BEDROCK (= solid rock that supports the earth 
above it) that can be seen at the surface of the 
earth 


outcry /‘avt-krai/ n [C] a strong expression of 
public anger and disapproval © Plans to tear down 
the old courthouse led to a public outcry. 


outdated /avt'deit-ad/, out-of-date adj no 
longer useful or modern © an outdated computer 
system O This handbook is outdated. 


outdistance /aut'dis-tans/ v[T] to go faster or 
farther than other competitors, esp. in a race O He 
easily outdistanced the other runners. 


outdo /avt 'du:/ v [T] outdoes, past simp. outdid, 

past part. outdone to do more or be better than 
someone else © He always tries to outdo his 
teammates. 


outdoor / aut ,do:r, -,dour/ adj [not gradable] 
existing, happening, or done outside a building © 
The city’s outdoor pools open June 1 9th. 
outdoors /aut'do:rz, -'dourz/, out of doors adv 
[not gradable] out in the air, not in a building © 
We'll eat outdoors. © The kids are playing outdoors. 
outdoors /aut 'do:rz, -'dourz/, out-of-doors n[U] 
O Mike enjoys the outdoors. 


outer /'aut-ar/ adj [not gradable] on the outside, 
or at a greater distance from the center or inside 
© an outer covering/layer © A line of trees marks the 
outer edge of the property. 


outermost /‘avt-ar moust/ adj [not gradable] 
farthest away, or farthest from the center or from 
the inside © We took a ferry ride to the outermost 
island. 


outer space n [U] the universe beyond the 
earth’s ATMOSPHERE (= the air surrounding the 
earth). 


outfield /‘avt-fi:ld/ n [C/U] (in baseball) the part 
of the playing field beyond the BASES, or the three 
players whose positions are in this area O Compare 
INFIELD 
outfielder /'aut fi:l-dar/ n [C] 


outfit CLOTHES /‘aut:-fit/ n[C] 1 a set of clothes 
worn for a particular occasion or activity O Susan 
wore a black outfit. 2 An outfit is also a set of equip- 
ment for a particular purpose: She got a complete 
ski outfit as a gift from her parents. 

outfit /‘aut-fit/ v [T] to provide someone with 
clothes or other equipment © / found a place that 
can outfit us for the canoe trip. 

ORGANIZATION /‘aut-fit/ n [C] an organization or 
group © Our company merged with another con- 
sulting outfit. 


outflow /‘at-flou/ n [C] the flow from some- 
thing © an outflow of waste water 


outgas /‘at-gzs, aut'gzes/ v [I/T] earth science 
to release gases and water in the form of gas from 
hot liquid rock into the air 
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outgoing FRIENDLY /‘aut,gou-1n/ adj friendly 
and willing to meet new people © Sherry is a very 
outgoing person. 

LEAVING /‘aut ,gou-10/ adj [not gradable] leaving a 
particular job, office, or position O the outgoing 
chairman 


outgrow /avt'grou/ v [T] past simp. outgrew, 
past part. outgrown to grow too large for some- 
thing © Our teenager has outgrown most of his 
clothes. © The company outgrew its office space. 


outgrowth /‘avt-groue/ n[C usually sing] a re- 
sult or further development of something © The 
new emphasis on science teaching is an outgrowth 
of a report that criticized the way science had been 
taught. 


outhouse /‘aut-haus/ n[C] p/outhouses a small 
building containing a seat over a hole that is used 
as a toilet, used esp. by people who live in houses 
that do not have water moving in pipes 


outing /‘avt-1n/ n[C] a short trip, taken for plea- 
sure or entertainment © a family outing © an outing 
to the beach 


outlandish /avt'len-dif/ adj strange and un- 
usual © She liked to dress in outlandish clothes. 


outlast /aut'lest/ v[T] to exist or operate longer 
than someone or something © This type of battery 
outlasts the ordinary kind. 


outlaw /‘avt-ls:/ n [C] a criminal, esp. one who 
is trying to avoid being caught 
outlaw /‘avt:-ls:/ v [T] to make something illegal 
© Only one state has outlawed the use of cell phones 
while driving. 


outlay /‘avt-le1/ n [C] an amount of money 
spent, esp. at the beginning of a planned activity 
or business © This year's advertising outlay was over 
$250,000. 


outlet OPENING /‘aut-lat, -let/ n[C] an opening 
through which something, usually a liquid or gas, 
can come out © an outlet to the sea O The plumber 
tightened the outlet valve. 


METHOD OF EXPRESSION /‘aut-lat, -let/ n [C] a 
method by which emotions, energy, or abilities 
can be expressed © Drawing classes provided an 
outlet for her creativity. 


STORE /‘aut-lat, -let/ n [C] a store selling the goods 
of a particular company or goods of a particular 
type, often one selling goods at prices that are 
lower than usual © a factory outlet © The company 
has more than 1200 retail outlets nationwide. 


ELECTRICITY /'aut-lat, -let/ n [C] a device con- 
nected to the electricity system that a plug fits into 
in order to supply electricity to something © a wall 
outlet 


outline STATEMENT /‘aut-lain/ n [C] a state- 
ment of the main facts, ideas, or items © The House 
approved the broad outlines of the president’s 
budget. 
outline /‘aut-lain/ v[T] © I’ve outlined my research 
paper and begun writing the first draft. 


LINE /‘aut-lain/ n [C] a line or lines showing the 
main shape of something © She drew the outline of 
a face. 


outlive /aut'Irv/ v [T] to live or exist longer than 
someone or something © At 90, I’ve outlived most 
of my friends. 


outlook FUTURE SITUATION /‘aut-luk/ n[C usu- 
ally sing] the likely future situation © The economic 
outlook is good. 


ATTITUDE /‘avt-luk/ n [C usually sing] a person’s 
general attitude or way of thinking about some- 
thing © He has a positive outlook on life. 


outlying /‘avt lar-1n/ adj away from the center 
or main area O Many of the students come from out- 
lying areas. 


outmaneuver / avut:ma'nu:-var/ v [T] to 
obtain an advantage over someone, esp. a com- 
petitor, in a skillful or intelligent way © He outma- 
neuvered the competition. 


outmoded /avt'moud-ad/ adj old-fashioned; 
no longer modern, useful, or necessary © The city 
is replacing its outmoded sewage-treatment plant. 


outnumber /avt'nam-bar/ v [T] to be greater 
in number than someone or something © Girls out- 
numbered boys by a margin of 2 to ]. 


out-of-bounds, out of bounds adj, adv [not 
gradable] 1 (in sports) not within the playing area 
© The ball was ruled out of bounds. © The ball went 
out-of-bounds. 2 lf something is out-of-bounds, it 
is beyond the usual limits of acceptable behavior 
or the usual standards: The President claimed the 
Senator’s comments were out of bounds and dam- 
aging to reform. 


out-of-date adj [not gradable] OUTDATED © 
The information in the book is out of date. © out-of- 
date fashions 


out-of-doors, out of doors n, adj, adv [not 
gradable] OUTDOORS © On nice days in summer, we 
sometimes eat out-of-doors in the backyard. © See 
at OUTDOOR 


out-of-the-way adj away from where people 
usually go © We had dinner at a little, out-of-the- 
way place. 


outpace /avt 'peis/ v [T] to increase, move, or 
grow faster than another thing © Aging boomers 
will outpace the supply of nurses who could help care 
for them at home. 


outpatient /‘avt ,per- fant/ n [C] a person who 
receives medical care from a hospital but who does 
not stay in the hospital for one or more nights © 
Anna had foot surgery as an outpatient. © Compare 
INPATIENT 


outperform / avt-par'fo:rm/ v [T] to perform 
better or do better than someone or something © 


Technology stocks are outperforming the rest of the 
market. 


outplay /avt'ple/ v [T] to play better than an- 
other person or team 
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outpost /'avt-poust/ n[C] a small town or group 
of buildings in a place that is far away, usually es- 
tablished as a center for military or trade 
operations 


outpouring /‘avt,po:rin, -,pour-in/ n [C] 
something that flows out in large amounts or with 
strong force, esp. emotion © an outpouring of love/ 
sympathy 


output © /‘avt-put/ n[U] an amount that a per- 
son, machine, or organization produces © agricul- 
tural/industrial output 


outrage /‘at-reid3, aut 'rerd3/ v [T] to cause 
someone to feel very angry, shocked, or upset © 
The proposed pay cut outraged the staff. 
outrage /‘aut-reid3/ n [C/U] a strong feeling of 
anger and shock, or an act or event that causes 
these feelings © [C] The terrible living conditions of 
migrant workers, he said, were an outrage. 
outrageous /aut're1-d3as/ adj unacceptable, of- 
fensive, violent, or unusual O He made outrageous 
claims. 
outrageously /aut 're1-d3a-sli/ adv 


outrank /avt 'raenk/ v [T] to have greater impor- 
tance than someone or something, or to have a 
higher rank than someone © She outranks the other 
officers involved in the investigation. 


outreach /‘avt-ri:t f/ n [U] an effort to bring ser- 
vices or information to people where they live or 
spend time © The center was awarded a grant for 
counseling and outreach to the homeless. 


outright /avt'rait/ adv [not gradable] directly 
and plainly, or immediately instead of in stages © 
They bought their car outright. © | told him outright 
that | think he is making a mistake. 
outright /‘aut-rart/ adj [not gradable] © Environ- 
mentalists are asking for an outright ban on logging 
in the old-growth forest. 


outrun /avt 'ran/ v [7] pres. part. outrunning, past 
simp. outran, past part. outrun to run faster than 
someone, or to increase faster or do better than 
something © Martha can outrun everyone on the 
team. 


outs IDIOM /avts/ 
eon the outs in a state of disagreement or un- 
friendliness © Dick is on the outs with his father. 


outset /‘aut-set/ n [C usually sing] the start or 
beginning © From the outset we planned to conduct 
our research together. 


outside OUTER PART /aut'said, ‘aut-said/ n [U] 
the outer part of something, or the area or side 
that faces out or can be seen © She stood in the 
snow on the outside, watching him. 0 Compare IN- 
SIDE INNER PART 
outside /aut'said, ‘aut-said/ prep, adj, adv {not 
gradable] © Hordes of cats howled outside the 
window. 

NOT PART OF SOMETHING /aut'said, ‘aut-said/ 
prep, adj, adv [not gradable] 1 not within or part 
of something © / live just outside (of) Baltimore. © 
Cars, movies, and radio linked small towns to the 


outside world. 2 Outside of means other than or 
except for: There are few cities outside of Boston, 
New York, and Chicago where baseball fans get this 
excited. 

outside /aut'said, ‘aut-sard/ n [U] © People look- 
ing from the outside would say | had a dream 
childhood. 

outsider /aut 'satd-ar/ n [C] a person who is not 
involved with a particular group of people or an 
organization, or who does not live in a particular 
place © | moved here three years ago, but | still feel 
like an outsider. 


SLIGHT /avut'said, ‘aut:sard/ adj slight, small, or un- 
likely © There’s an outside chance that Boston will 
make it to the playoffs. 


outskirts /‘aut-skarts/ p/n (of cities and towns) 
the areas that form the edge © the outskirts of town 


outsmart /avt 'smart/ v [T] to obtain an advan- 
tage over someone by using your intelligence and 
often by using a trick; to OUTWIT © You think you 
can outsmart me? 


outsource /‘aut-so:rs, -sours/ v [I/T] to get work 
done by making a contract with another company 
to do it, often in another country, rather than in 
your own company © The candidate talks about 
working-class issues, particularly about jobs being 
outsourced overseas. 

outsourcing /‘aut,soir-sin, -,sour-sin/ n [U] © 
Outsourcing might be inevitable, but that doesn’t 
make it any more attractive to American workers. 


outspoken /avt 'spou-kan/ adj (of a person) ex- 
pressing strong opinions very directly without 
worrying if other people will be upset by them © 
an outspoken critic of corruption 


outstanding EXCELLENT /aut'stzen-din, ‘aut 
,staen-/ adj very much better than usual; excellent 
© You've done an outstanding job. 


NOT FINISHED /aut'staen-din, ‘aut ,staen-/ adj not 
yet done, solved, or paid © My credit cards usually 
have an outstanding balance. 


outstretched /avt'stretst/ adj stretched as far 
as possible or held out in front © outstretched arms 


outstrip /avt 'strip/ v [T] -pp- to be or become 
greater than something or someone in amount, 
degree, or success © Car dealers worry that demand 
will outstrip their supply. 


outta /'aut-a/ prep not standard (spelled the way it 
is often spoken) out of © / gotta get outta here. 


outward SEEMING /‘aut-ward/ adj [not grada- 
ble] relating to how people, situations, or things 
seem to be, rather than how they are inside © There 
were no outward signs that she was injured. 
outwardly /‘aut-ward-li/ adv [not gradable] o 
Outwardly, he seemed confident, but he was full of 
doubt. 

AWAY FROM /'‘aut-ward/, outwards /‘aut-wardz/ 
adv [not gradable] away from a particular place or 
toward the outside © The door opens outward. © 
Compare INWARD 
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outweigh /avt 'we1/ v[T] to be likely to be more 
important than or have an effect on something 
else © The benefits of increased immigration out- 
weigh the costs. 


outwit /avt'wit/ v [T] -tt- to obtain an advan- 
tage over someone by being more intelligent; to 
OUTSMART © It is impossible to negotiate if one side 
feels that the other side is trying to outwit them. 


oval /'ou-val/ adj shaped like a circle that is flat- 
tened with two long, straight sides and round 
ends, or shaped like an egg © an oval table 
oval /'ou-val/ n[C] © The sculptor created patterns 
of cylinders, cones, and ovals. 


ovary /'ou-va-ri/ n [C] biology either of the pair 
of organs in a woman’s body that produce eggs, 
or the part of any female animal or plant that pro- 
duces eggs or seeds 
ovarian /ou'ver-i:-an/ adj [not gradable] 


ovation /ou'ver-fan/ n [C] loud clapping that 
expresses a crowd’s great enjoyment or approval 
of something © At the end of the program, the danc- 
ers received a thunderous ovation. 


oven /'av-an/ n [C] part of a stove that is box- 
shaped with a door, in which food is baked or 
heated, or a separate device with this shape and 
use O Roast the turkey in a 325° oven for four hours. 
© a toaster/microwave oven 


over ABOVE /'ou-var/ prep in, to, on, or at a po- 
sition above or higher than something else, some- 
times so that one thing covers the other; above © 
The sign over the door said, “Private.” © He put a 
sweater on over his shirt. © The horse jumped over 
the fence. © | couldn't hear what she said over the 
sound of the music (= The music was louder than 
her voice). © Compare UNDER LOWER POSITION 
over /'ou-var/ adv [not gradable] © We repaired 
the cracks in the wall and painted over them. 


ACROSS /'ou-var/ prep 1 across from one side to 
the other, esp. by going up and then down 0 Once 
we get over the bridge we'll stop for lunch. O She 
tripped over the rug. O The car went over the cliff (= 
across the edge of it). 2 Over also means on the 
other side of: Their house is just over the river. 
over /'ou-var/ adv [not gradable] 1 She leaned 
over and kissed the baby. © Who’s that man over 
there? 0 When is Howard coming over (= coming to 
your house)? 2 Over also describes the way an ob- 
ject moves or is moved so that a different part of 
it is facing up: The dog rolled over onto its back. 


MORE THAN /'ou-var/ prep 1 more than © Most of 
these rugs cost over $1000. © Children over 12 (= 
older than 12) pay full price. 2 If someone or 
something gues over a limit or point, it increases 
beyond it: Construction costs are already $25 million 
over budget. O Compare UNDER LESS THAN 
over- /,0u-var/ prefix too much or more than 
usual © overpriced O overdressed © He’s always been 
an overachiever. 


CALCULATE /'ou-var/ prep mathematics infm! di- 
vided by 


DOWN /'ou-var/ adv (not gradable] from a higher 
to a lower position; down © The little boy fell over 
and started to cry. 


USING /'ou-var/ prep using a device such as a tele- 
phone © They spoke over the phone. © We transfer 
files over the Internet. 

DURING /'ou-vor/ prep during a period of time, or 
while doing something © She made a lot of changes 
over the past six months. © Can we discuss this over 
lunch? 


AUTHORITY /'ou-var/ prep greater in authority, 
power, or position than © Parents want to have con- 
trol over their children. 


ABOUT /‘ou-var/ prep about or connected with © 
There’s no point in arguing over this. 


FINISHED /'ou-var/ adj [not gradable] (esp. of an 
event) finished, completed, or ended © I'll be glad 
when the meeting is over. O The game was over by 
5 o'clock. © I’m worried about the test, but at least 
it will be all over (= completely finished)in an hour. 
over /'ou-var/ prep (esp. of illness) no longer suf- 
fering from © Is he over the flu yet? © His wife died 
last year and he’s still not over it. 


AGAIN /'ou:var/ adv [not gradable] again or re- 
peatedly © You've ruined it — now I'll have to do it 
over. 


IDIOMS with over 


eover your head too difficult for someone to un- 
derstand © Most of that lecture was over my head. 
e over the hill no longer able to do something well 
because of age © | don’t think of myself as being 
over the hill yet. 


overall © /,ou-va'ro:l/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
in general rather than in particular, or including all 
the people or things in a particular group or situ- 
ation © The overall situation is good. © The second 
act was a little long, but overall it was a good 
performance. 


overalls /‘ou-va,ro:lz/ pl na pair of pants with 
an extra piece of cloth that covers the chest and is 
held in place by a strap over each shoulder 


over and over adv repeating many times © 
We have to explain the same thing over and over 
before he understands. 


overbearing /,ou-var'ber-1n, -'bzr-/ adj too 
confident and too determined to tell other people 
what to do, in a way that is unpleasant and not 
easy to like © an overbearing father 


overblown /,ou-var'bloun/ adj made to seem 
more important or bigger than what is really true 
O As for the wage gap, Davis says it’s overblown. 


overboard /'ou-var,b2:rd, -,bourd/ adv [not 
gradable] over the side of a boat or ship and into 
the water © Someone fell overboard. 


overburdened /,0u-var'bard-®nd/ adj having 
too much to carry, contain, or deal with O We’re 
trying to stop development in areas with overbur- 
dened roads and schools. 


overcast § /‘ou-var,kast, ,oU-var'keest/ adj 
cloudy and therefore not bright and sunny © an 
overcast sky/day 
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overcoat /'ou-var kout/ n [C] a long coat, esp. 
a thick one used in cold weather 


overcome DEALWITH /,ou-var'kam/ v [I/T] 
past simp. overcame, past part. overcome to defeat 
or succeed in controlling or dealing with some- 
thing © [T] / eventually overcame my shyness in 
class. © [I] | believe that we will overcome in the end. 


UNABLE TO ACT /,ou-var'kam/ v[T] past simp. over- 
came, past part. overcome to prevent someone 
from being able to act or think in the usual way © 
He was overcome by smoke before he could get out 
of the apartment. 


overcompensate /,ou-var'kam-pan seit/ v 
[|] to try too hard to produce a usual or correct 
state from one that is not usual, and therefore pro- 
duce a new difficulty or lack of balance © Chris 
overcompensates for his lack of height by being a 
clown. 


overcrowded /,0u-var'kraud-ad/ adj contain- 
ing too many people or things © The prisons are 
overcrowded. 
overcrowding /,ou-var 'kraud-1n/ n [U] © Over- 
crowding in classrooms is an important issue in this 
election. 


overdo /,ou-var'du:/ v [T] overdoes, past simp. ov- 
erdid, past part. overdone to do, use, or say some- 
thing in a way that is too extreme © They should get 
the attention they need without overdoing it. 


overdone /,ou-var'dan/ adj (esp. of meat) 
cooked too long © The steak was dry and overdone. 


overdose /'ou-var dous/ n[C] an amount of a 
medicine or drug that is too large 
overdose /,ou-var'dous/ v [I] 


overdrawn /,ou-var'dro:n/ adj (of a person) 
having taken more money out of a bank account 
than the account contained, or (of a bank account) 
having had more money taken from it than was 
originally in it © Your account is overdrawn. 


overdrive /'ou-var ,dratv/ n [U] a state of great 
activity, effort, or hard work © The show’s cast went 
into overdrive to prepare for the first performance. 


overdue /,oU-var'du:/ adj not done or happen- 
ing when expected or when needed; late 0 She 
feels she’s overdue for a promotion. 


overeat /,ov-va'ri:t/ v [I] past simp. overate, past 
part. overeaten to eat more food than your body 
needs, esp. so that you feel uncomfortable © You‘re 
supposed to overeat on Thanksgiving. 


overestimate © /,ou-va'res-ta,meit/ v [I/T] 
to think that something is or will be greater, more 
extreme, or more important than it really is © [T] 
I’m afraid Theresa is forever overestimating her 
strength. 


overflow /,ov-var'flou/ v [I/T] (of a liquid) to 
flow over the edges of a container because there 
is too much, or to contain more of something then 
can be held © [T] Because of the heavy rains, the 
river overflowed its banks. © [I] The sink quickly over- 
flowed, flooding the room. © [I] The train platform 
was overflowing with passengers. 


overflow /'ou-var flou/ n [C] © There is sewer 
overflow due to the storm. © (fig.) The old barn is 
being used to house the overflow of guests. 


overgrown COVERED / ou-var'groun/ adj hav- 
ing a thick, dense covering of plants growing ina 
wild way © The playground is overgrown with weeds. 


TOO LARGE /,0U-var'groun/ adj disapproving (of 
people) grown large or too large © Even Professor 
Adams looked like an overgrown schoolboy beside 
him. 


overhand /'ou-var hzend/ adj, adv [not grada- 
ble] (esp. of a throw) made with the hand and part 
or all of the arm moving above the shoulder © an 
overhand pitch O Throw the ball overhand. 


overhang /,ou-var'hen/ v [T] past overhung 
(of something at a high level) to stick out farther 
than something at a lower level and therefore not 
to have any support from below, or to hang over 
0 The balcony overhangs the patio, creating a shady 
place to sit. 
overhang /'ou-var ,heen/ n[C] © The house has a 
deep overhang facing the southern sun. 


overhaul /,0u-var'ho:!/ v [T] to repair or im- 
prove something so it works well © They repaired 
and maintained aircraft and overhauled their en- 
gines. © Congressional leaders are considering over- 
hauling the Clean Air Act. 
overhaul /‘ou-var ,ho:l/ n [C] © | think our justice 
system needs a major overhaul. 


overhead INAIR /‘ou-var,hed/ adj, adv [not 
gradable] at a level higher than a person’s head; 
in the air or the sky above the place where you are 
© overhead lighting © A flock of geese flew overhead. 


EXPENSES /'ou-var ,hed/ n [U] the regular and nec- 
essary costs, such as rent, heat, electricity, and tele- 
phone, involved in operating a business © overhead 
expenses 


overhear /,ou-var'hir/ v [I/T] past overheard to 
hear what other people are saying unintentionally 
and without their knowledge © [T] / overheard a 
funny conversation on the bus this morning. © [I] 
They were so loud, | couldn't help overhearing. 


overjoyed /,ou-var'd321d/ adv extremely 
pleased and happy © [+ to infinitive] They were 
overjoyed to learn that their son had not been injured 
in the accident. 


overkill /‘ou-var ,kil/ n [U] much more of some- 
thing than is needed or suitable © Running so fast 
with the competition so far behind might seem like 
overkill, but that’s Gardner. 


overland /'ou-var lznd, -land/ adj, adv [not 
gradable] (of travel) across the land, and not by 
sea or air O They're taking an overland trip across 
Canada. 


overlap © PARTLY COVER /,ou-var'‘lap/ v[I/T] 
-pp- to partly cover something with a layer of 
something else © [I] The edges of the wallpaper 
should overlap slightly. 

SHARE FEATURES /,0u-var'lap/ v [I] -pp- to have 
some parts or features that are the same © Their 
core businesses do not overlap much. 
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overload 


eg ee Se 


overlap © /,ou-var'lep/ n [C] © There’s little 
overlap between James’s playlist and ours. 


overload / 0u-var'loud/ v [T] 1 to put too great 
a load in or on something © Don’t overload the 
washer or it won’t work properly. © (fig.) | can’t go 
out tonight — I’m overloaded with work (= | have a 
lot of work to do). 2 If you overload an electrical 
system, you put too much electricity through it. 


overlook View /,ou-var'luk/ v [T] to have or 
give a view of something from above © Our hotel 
room overlooked the harbor. 
overlook /'ou-var luk/ n [C] a place that pro- 
vides a good view of what is below, esp. an area 
of natural beauty > Usage: oversee or overlook? 
at OVERSEE 


NOT NOTICE /,ou-var'luk/ v [T] 1 to fail to notice 
something © His film was nominated for an Oscar, 
but Reiner himself was overlooked as best director. 2 
To overlook is also to forgive bad behavior: We'll 
overlook your absence this time, but don’t let it hap- 
pen again. 


overly /‘ou-var-li/ adv [not gradable] too; very © 
Sales forecasts were overly optimistic. 


overnight /,ou-var'nait/ adj, adv [not grada- 
ble] for or during the night © You can stay overnight 
with us if you want to. © (fig.) The book was an over- 
night success (= a sudden success). 


overpass /'‘ou-var ,pzs/ n [C] a bridge that car- 
ries a road or railroad over another road 


overpopulated /,0v-var'pap-ja,lett-ed/ adj 
having too many people or animals for the 
amount of food, materials, and space available 

overpopulation /,ou-ver ,pap-ja'ler fan/ n (U] 


overpower /,ou-var'pau-ar, -'paur/ v[T] to de- 
feat someone by having greater strength or power 
© The team’s forward is strong enough to overpower 
smaller defenders and quick enough to drive past big- 
ger ones. 
overpowering /,ou-var'pau-a-rn, -'pau-rin/ adj 
© His overpowering laugh made him immediately 
identifiable, even in a crowded room. 


overpriced /,ou-var'praist/ adj offered for sale 
at too high a price © | think these coats are 
overpriced. 


overran /,ou-var'rzn/ past simple of OVERRUN 


overrated /,0u-var'reit-ad/ adj (of something) 
considered to be better than it really is © After see- 
ing the award-winning movie, we decided it was 
overrated. 


overreact /,ov-var-ri:'akt/ v [!] to react too 
strongly O She overreacted when | said she’d made 
a mistake. 
overreaction /,ou-var-ri:'ak: fan/ n [C/U] 


override / ou-var'raid/ v [T] past simp. overrode, 
past part. overridden to ignore or refuse to accept 
a suggestion, idea, or method that already exists 
or operates © The legislature voted to override the 
presidential veto. 


overriding /,ov-var'ratd-1n/ adj [not gradable] 
most important; main © The government's overrid- 
ing concern is to reduce inflation. 


overrule /,ou-var'ru:l/ v [T] to make a decision 
that opposes and changes another decision or 
suggestion from a position of higher authority © 
The judge was constantly overruling the objections 
of the prosecution. 


overrun /,ou-var'ran/ v [T] pres. part. overrun- 
ning, past simp. overran, past part. overrun to 
spread over an area quickly and in large numbers 
© The city has become increasingly unpleasant be- 
cause it is overrun with tourists. 


overseas © /,ou-var'si:z/ adj, adv [not grada- 
ble] in, from, or to countries that are across the sea 
© The Air Force was recalling troops from overseas 
bases. © I’ve had to travel overseas fairly often. 


oversee / ou-var'si:/ v[T] past simp. oversaw, past 
part. overseen to watch and manage a job or ac- 
tivity © As marketing manager, her job is to oversee 
all the company’s advertising. 


USAGE ;, ei Suvunm esl wok Manet a stable 


oversee or overlook? 


Oversee cannot be used to mean “to fail to 
notice or consider something.” The correct 
word for this meaning is overlook. 

Two important facts have been overlooked in 

this case. 

Two-i , ; 


overshadow / 0u-var'faed-ou/ v [T] to cause 
someone or something to seem less important or 
noticeable © Karen has always been overshadowed 
by her older sister. 


overshoot /,ou-var'fu:t/ v [T] past overshot to 
go past or beyond a limit or stopping place © The 
plane overshot the runway and wound up in a 
cornfield. 


oversight MISTAKE /'ou-var ,sait/ n [C] a mis- 
take caused by a failure to notice or do something 
© Because of a bank oversight, the money had not 
been credited to my account. 


MANAGEMENT /'ou-var ,sart/ n[U] management of 
an operation or process © The FBI provided technical 
expertise and general oversight to the investigation. 


oversimplify /,ou-var'sim-pla,far/ v [I/T] to 
state something in such a simple way that it is no 
longer accurate © [T] The issue.has been oversim- 
plified for political purposes. 
oversimplification /,ou-var sim-pla-fa'ker- fan/ 
n [C/U] 


oversized /'ou-var saizd/, oversize /'ou-var ,saiz/ 
adj bigger than the usual size 0 The house is a Span- 
ish-style mansion with two tennis courts and an over- 
sized ballroom. 


oversleep /,ou-var'sli:p/ v [I] past overslept to 
sleep longer or later than you intended to © / 
missed the bus because | overslept. 
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owe 


overstate /,ou-var'steit/ v [T] to state some- 
thing too strongly, or to state that it is greater than 
it really is © The prospect of a trade war is vastly 
overstated. 


overstep / ovu-var'step/ v [T] -pp- to go beyond 
what is permitted or acceptable © He overstepped 
his authority in agreeing to those terms. 


overt /ov 'v3rt/ adj [not gradable] done or shown 
obviously or publicly; not hidden or secret © There 
are no overt signs of damage. 
overtly /ou'vart-li/ adv [not gradable] © He re- 
frained from overtly criticizing his opponent. 


overtake GO PAST /,ou-var 'terk/ v[T] past simp. 
overtook, past part. overtaken to go beyond some- 
thing by being a greater amount or degree, or to 
come from behind and move in front of © In the 
1500-meter race, he finished with a late rush to over- 
take Barbosa in 1 minute, 44.84 seconds. O The Bru- 
ins got within three points late in the game but just 
couldn't overtake the Cowboys. 

HAPPEN /,0u-var 'terk/ v[T] past simp. overtook, past 
part. overtaken (esp. of unpleasant emotions or 
events) to happen suddenly and unexpectedly © 
The family was overtaken by tragedy several years 
ago. 


over-the-counter /,ou-var-a'kaunt-ar/ adj 
[not gradable] (of drugs) legally sold without a 
PRESCRIPTION (= special written instruction from a 
doctor) © The painkiller is available as an over-the- 
counter drug. 


overthrow / 0v-var 'érou/ v [T] past simp. over- 
threw, past part. overthrown to remove from 
power, esp. by force © He allegedly plotted to over- 
throw the government. 
overthrow /'ou-var ,6rou/ n[C] © The overthrow 
of the dictatorship occurred in 1922. 


overtime /‘ou-var ,tarm/ n[U] 1 time worked in 
addition to your usual job hours 2 Overtime is also 
the period of time in a game, such as football or 
BASKETBALL, in which play continues if neither 
team has won in the usual time allowed for the 
game. 
overtime /'ou-var ,tarm/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
© I’m working overtime this week. 


overtly /ou 'vart-li/ adv © See at OVERT 


overtone /'ou-var ,toun/ n[C usually pl] a qual- 
ity, attitude, or emotion that is suggested in ad- 
dition to what is stated © His music has been called 
R&B with jazz overtones. 


overtook /,0u-var'tuk/ past simple of OVERTAKE 


overture MUSIC /‘ou-var tfur, -tfar/ n [C] a 
piece of music that is an introduction to a longer 
piece, such as an opera 

APPROACH /'ou-var ,tfur, -tfar/ n[C] an approach 
made to someone in order to discuss or establish 
something © The country’s leaders rejected all over- 
tures for a peace settlement. 


overturn / ou-var't3rn/ v[I/T] 1 to turn over, or 
to cause something to turn over © [I] The truck 


overturned, spilling its cargo. 2 To overturn a deci- 
sion or judgment is for a court to change it so it 
will not be in effect: [T] The court of appeals over- 
turned her conviction and ordered a new trial. 


overuse /,ou-var'ju:z/ v [T] to use something 
too often or too much © We all tend to overuse 
certain expressions. 
overuse /,0u-var 'ju:s/ n[U] © You can strain your 
muscles from sudden twisting or overuse. 


overview /'ou-var ,vju:/ n[C] a short description 
of something that provides general information 
but no details © /’/l give you a brief overview of what 
the job involves. 


overweight /,0u-var'weit/ adj too heavy or 
too fat O He’s at least 20 pounds overweight. 


overwhelm / ou-var'welm, -'hwelm/ v[T] 1 to 
be too much to deal with © The number of refugees 
overwhelmed the relief agencies in the area. 2 To 
overwhelm is also to cause someone to feel sudden 
strong emotion: He was overwhelmed by feelings of 
remorse for what he had done. 
overwhelming /,ou-var'wel-min, -'hwel-m1n/ 
adj very great or strong © An overwhelming majority 
voted in favor of the proposal. © | felt an overwhelm- 
ing sense of relief when the semester was over. 
overwhelmingly /,ou-var'wel-min:li, -‘hwel-/ 
adv [not gradable] 


overwork / ou-var'wark/ v [I/T] to work or 
make a person or animal work too hard or too long 
© [T] She overworks her staff. 
overwork /,ou-var'wark/ n [U] © Her headaches 
are likely caused by overwork. 
overworked /,ou-var'warkt/ adj © | feel over- 
worked and underpaid. 


ovule /‘av-ju:|, ‘ouv-/ n[C] biology the part in- 
side the OVARY of a plant that contains the egg cell 
and will develop into a seed 


Ovum /'ou-vam/ n[C] biologyan egg ina female 
animal or plant that can grow into a baby or new 
plant 


OW /au/ exclamation used to express sudden pain 
© Ow, Stop it, you're hurting me! 


Owe HAVE A DEBT /ou/ v [I/T] to have the re- 
sponsibility to pay or give back something you 
have received from someone © [T] Don't forget -— 
you owe me ten dollars. 


BE GRATEFUL /ou/ v[T] to be grateful to someone 
or something because of what the person or thing 
provided or made possible © / owe a lot to my par- 
ents, who have always supported and encouraged 
me. 


IDIOMS with owe 


¢ owe it to someone to do something to have a duty 
to do something for someone © We owe it to our 
students to prepare them well for college. 

* you owe it to yourselfto do something you deserve 
to do something © You owe it to yourself to take a 
long vacation. 
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owing to ae 


owing to /'---/ prep fmi because of © The perfor- 
mance has been canceled owing to the strike. 


owl /aul/ n[C] a bird with a flat face, large round 
eyes, a hook-shaped beak, and strong, curved 
nails, that hunts small mammals at night 


OWN /oun/ adj belonging to or done by a partic- 
ular person or thing © Mary has her own car. © You'll 
have to fix your own dinner. © The police testified that 
the woman left of her own accord (= she chose to 
do it without being forced). 
own /oun/ v [T] to have or possess something © 
We own some property in Texas. 
owner /‘ou-nar/ n[C] © Will the owner of the gray 
Ford parked in front of the restaurant please move it? 
ownership /'ou-nar ,fip/ n[U] the right or state 
of being an owner © His business interests include 
ownership of a county newspaper. 


WORD FAMILY Own 


Nouns Verbs own 


disown 


owner 
ownership 


Adjectives own 


IDIOMS with own 


ein your own right, in its own right because of 
your own ability, effort, or situation and not be- 
cause of anyone or anything else 0 Her husband 
has money, but she’s wealthy in her own right. © This 
hospital is an advanced critical care center in its own 
right. 

eon your own 1 alone o | don’t mind going to the 
movies on my own. 2 If you do something on your 
own, you do it without help from anyone else: 
Bridget learned to tie her shoes on her own when she 
was three. 


PHRASAL VERB with own 


eown up to tell the truth or to admit that you are 
responsible for something © A young nurse looked at 
the two men and waited for one of them to own up. 


OX /aks/ n[C] pioxen an adult animal of the cattle 
family, esp. a male that has had its sexual organs 
removed 


oxidation /,ak-so'der-fan/ n [U] chemistry 1 
the process by which iron and steel RUST 2 Oxi- 
dation is also the chemical process by which an 
atom or group of atoms loses ELECTRONS. 


oxide /‘ak-said/ n [C/U] chemistry a chemical 
combination of oxygen and one other element © 
[U] nitrogen/iron oxide 


oxidize /‘ak-s9 ,daiz/ v[I/T] chemistry 1 to react 
with oxygen and RUST 2 Oxidize also means to 
cause an atom or group of atoms to lose ELEC- 
TRONS during a chemical reaction. 


oxygen /‘ak-sa-dzan/ n [U] biology, chemistry 
a colorless gas, one of the chemical elements, that 
forms a large part of the air on earth and is needed 
to keep most living things alive and to create fire 


oxygenate /‘ak-so-d3a,neit/ v [T] biology, 
chemistry to get oxygen into a substance 


oxyhemoglobin / ak-si:'hi::ma,glou-ban/ n 
[U] biology the bright red form of HEMOGLOBIN 
(= substance in red blood cells) that contains ox- 
ygen and gives blood its bright red color 


oxymoron /,ak-si'mo:r-an/ n [C] grammar a 
phrase or statement that seems to say two oppo- 
site things, as in “jumbo shrimp” and “agree to 
disagree” 


oyster /'s1-star/ n[C] a water creature that grows 
within a shell, some types of which can be eaten, 
and other types of which produce PEARLS (= small, 
round, white stones used in jewelry) 


OZ. n[C] pl! oz., ozs. abbreviation for OUNCE 


ozone /'ou-zoun/ n [U] a colorless gas that is a 
form of oxygen 


ozone layer n [U] a layer of OZONE (= a form 
of oxygen) above the earth that protects the earth 
from the sun’s ULTRAVIOLET light 
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Pp 


P, p /pi:/ n [C] pi! P’s, Ps, p’s, ps the 16th letter of 
the English alphabet 


P. n [C] pl pp. abbreviation for PAGE PAPER O See 
“Sleepwalking Through History,” p. 368. 


Pa /pa, p2:/ n[C] infm! father © Do you know where 
pa went? 


Pa n[C] physics abbreviation for PASCAL 


PAC /pzek/ n [C] p! PACs abbreviation for POLITICAL 
ACTION COMMITTEE 


pace SPEED /peis/ n[U] the speed at which some- 
one or something moves, or with which some- 
thing happens or changes © She walks four miles 
every day at a brisk pace. © You seem to be working 
at a slower pace than normal. © (fig.) The Orioles 
won their ninth straight game to keep pace with Bos- 
ton (= stay in the same position compared to 
them). 
pace /peis/ v[T] 1 /t was a cheaply produced film, 
sluggishly paced and poorly acted. 2 To pace a 
group is to lead them: Smith scored 17 points to 
pace North Springs to a 78-38 victory. 

WALK /peis/ v [I/T] to walk in one direction and 
then in the opposite direction, often because you 
are worried or waiting for something to happen © 
[1] She paced back and forth outside the courtroom. 


pacemaker /‘peis imei-kor/ n [C] a small, elec- 
tronic device that is put near a person’s heart, usu- 
ally under the skin, in order to control the rate at 
which the heart beats 


pacifier /'pzes-9 ,fai-ar/ n [C] a rubber or plastic 
object with a part that sticks out like a NIPPLE and 
that is given to a baby to suck, usually to calm the 
baby 


pacifism /‘pzes-9 ,fiz-am/ n [U] the belief that 
war and violence are wrong 
pacifist /‘pzes-a-fast/ n [C] © Einstein was an ar- 
dent pacifist who promoted the cause of world peace. 


pacify /'pzs-:a far/ v[T] 1 to cause someone who 

is angry or upset to be calm and satisfied © The 
governor later apologized, but union members 
weren’t pacified. 2 To pacify a place is to bring 
peace there or end a war: The US plans to send 
troops to pacify the country. 


pack PUT INTO /pzk/ v [I/T] to put items into a 
container, esp. for transporting them or for storage 
© [I] You'd better start packing. © [T] | forgot to pack 
my socks. © [T] Pack your bag, we’re leaving tonight. 
pack /pzek/ n[C] 1 a number of things usually of 
the same kind that are tied together or stored in a 
container, or the container itself © a pack of bubble 
gum © a pack of cards 2 A pack is also a BACKPACK. 
packer /'peek-ar/ n [C] a person whose job is 
wrapping or tying items or putting them in con- 
tainers © a meat packer 
packing /'pzek-1n/ n[U] the act of putting things 
in containers for travel or storage © We still have a 
lot of packing to do before our trip. 


FILL /paek/ v [T] to fill a space, or to crowd people 
or things together, esp. in large numbers © [T] Peo- 
ple packed Times Square, waiting for the new year 
to begin. © The cooler was packed with cans of soda. 
© (fig.) How much can you pack into a short 
vacation? 
packed /paekt/ adj © Several people in the packed 
courtroom were crying. 

PRESS TOGETHER /pzek/ v [T] to press something 
consisting of a lot of small pieces together so that 
they form a solid mass © Nina packed the snow into 
a hard snowball. 

GROUP /pzk/ n[C] a group of animals © Wolves live 
and hunt in packs. 


WORD FAMILY pack 


Nouns pack 
packer 


Adjectives packed 


Verbs pack 
unpack 


package 


packing 
package 
packaging 
packet 


IDIOM with pack 


pack it in infm/ to stop doing something © When 
it started to rain again, we decided to pack it in and 
go home. 


PHRASAL VERBS with pack 


e pack someone in [M] to attract large numbers of 
people © A movie depicting the country’s top war 
criminal as a hero is packing them in. 

*pack off someone [M] to send someone some- 
where else O We packed the kids off to their grand- 
parents for the weekend. 

e pack up to stop doing an activity © It’s 5:30, time 
to pack up and head home. 


package /'‘peek-1d3/ n [C] 1 a box or container 
in which something is put, esp. to be sent or sold, 
or a group of objects wrapped together © a pack- 
age of frozen spinach © She went to the post office 
to mail a package. © a five-night ski package 2 A 
package is also a group of objects, plans, or ar- 
rangements that are related and offered as a unit: 
a retirement package 

package /'peek-1d3/ v [T] 1 to put something in 
a box or container, or to wrap things together, esp. 
to be sold © The book and CD are packaged to- 
gether. 2 To package someone or something is also 
to represent it in a way to make it seem attractive: 
You have an idea, but how do you package it? 
packaging /'peek-1-d31n/ n [U] © frozen food 
packaging © It came shrink-wrapped in its original 
packaging. 


packed /pzkt/ adj See at PACK FILL 
packer /'pek-ar/ n [C] © See at PACK PUT INTO 


packet /‘peek-at/ n [C] 1 a small package or en- 
velope, or a collection of things in it © a packet of 
stamps 2 A packet is also a piece of information 
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; 


packings = a CC 


that is exchanged between computers or over the 
Internet: The device converts speech into digital 
packets that scatter and reassemble at their 
destination. 


packing /'pek-1n/ n [U] © See at PACK 
PUT INTO 


pact /peaekt/ n [C] a formal agreement between 
two people or groups of people © a peace pact 


pad PAPER /peed/ n [C] a number of sheets of 
paper glued along one edge so that they can be 
easily carried about together but separated as 
needed © He gave me a pencil and laid a pad on my 
bed for me to write on. 


SOFT MATERIAL /pzed/ n [C] a flat piece of soft ma- 
terial used to protect a surface, to prevent injury 
to a person, or to give a fuller shape to clothing © 
Hockey players wear these pillow-thick leg pads. 0 A 
carpet and pad on the floor help insulate against the 
cold. 
pad /peed/ v [T] -dd- 1 Old-fashioned Valentine's 
cards were often padded with satin. 2 If you pad a 
document or report, you add something extra that 
is unnecessary or not correct: Lawyers occasionally 
pad their hours. 
padding /'pzed-in/ n[U] © We put some padding 
around the sides of the baby’s crib. 

WALK /pzed/ v [I] -dd- to walk with a soft, light step 
© She padded silently into his bedroom. 


HOUSE /pzed/ n[C] slang a person’s house or apart- 
ment © a bachelor pad 


paddle /'ped-al/ n [C] 1 a short pole with a 
wide, flat part at one or both ends, used for mov- 
ing a small boat through the water 2 A paddle is 
also a flat blade held with a short handle that is 
used in some games such as TABLE TENNIS for hit- 
ting a small ball. 
paddle /'pzed-4l/ v [I/T] © [T] She paddled her ca- 
noe across the lake. 


padlock /'pzd-lak/ n [C] a movable lock with a 
U-shaped part that is pushed into another part to 
close and is usually opened with a key © One of the 
gates has a padlock on it. 
padlock /'pzed:lak/ v [T] © After 10 p.m. the doors 
are padlocked. 


pagan /'pei-gan/ adj belonging to or used in a 
religion that worships many gods © Those altars 
were used in pagan worship. 


page PAPER /perd3/, abbreviation p. n[C] one side 
of a sheet of paper in a book, newspaper, maga- 
zine, etc. © What page are the baseball standings 
on? 0 It’s a terrific novel, but it’s over 800 pages long. 
© The article is continued on page 43 (= a side of a 
sheet of paper numbered 43). 

COMPUTER /peid3/ n [C] a group of text and im- 
ages shown together on a computer screen © Do 
you have a home page? © It took her only 20 minutes 
to customize a Web page. 

COMMUNICATE /perd3/ v [T] to communicate with 
a person by having the person’s name announced 
publicly or by sending a signal to an electronic de- 


vice the person is carrying © Doctors are paged by 
their answering services at all hours. ; 
pager /'per-d3ar/ n [C] a small electronic device 
that you carry or wear that makes a noise or shows 
a message to tell you that someone is trying to 
contact you; a BEEPER 


pageant /'pzed;3-ant/ n [C] a show, celebration, 
or PARADE (= a large number of people walking or 
marching together), esp. one in which people 
wear special clothing or act out events from the 
past © the Miss Chinatown pageant © Our school 
held a Pageant of Great Women. 
pageantry /'pzed3-an-tri/ n [U] © Between 
games, the traditional pageantry includes the Parade 
of Champions. 


pagoda /pa'goud:a/ n [C] a tall building that is 
used for religious worship in Asia, each floor of 
which has its own curved and decorated roof 


paid /peid/ past simple and past participle of PAY 


pail /perl/ n[C] a container, usually with a curved 
handle attached to opposite sides of the top edge 
O She carried a pail of water. 


pain /pein/ n [C/U] a bad or unpleasant physical 
feeling, often caused by injury or illness, that you 
want to stop, or an emotional feeling of this type 
© [U] Your whole perspective on life changes when 
you're in pain. © [C] He was admitted to the hospital 
with chest pains. 
pain /pein/ v [T] fm! 0° It pained him when he did 
not make the high school football team. 
painful /'pern-fal/ adjo A painful leg injury forced 
her to withdraw from the competition. 
painfully /'pein-fa-li/ adv 1 We were painfully (= 
unpleasantly but clearly) aware of the money that 
we had lost already. 2 Painfully is also used to em- 
phasize a quality or situation that is unpleasant or 
not desirable: He’s a bright boy, but painfully shy. 
painless /'pein-las/ adj without pain, or causing 
no pain © Laser treatments for this condition are sim- 
ple and painless. © The company tried to make the 
layoffs as painless as possible. 


WORD FAMILY pain 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


pain pain 


Adjectives pained 
painful 
painless 


painfully 
painlessly 


WORD CHOICES pain 


Ache is used for a pain which is continuous and 
unpleasant but not very strong. 


I’ve got a dull (= slight) ache in my back. 


If you have a pain in a particular part of your 
body, you can say that it hurts. 

My leg hurts. 
Sore can be used when you feel pain because 
of an injury or infection. 

I've got a sore throat. 


If you feel pain when you touch a part of your 
body, you can use the word tender. 


The glands in my neck feel really tender. 
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677 pall 


You can say that someone who is in extreme 
pain is in agony. 
He was lying on the floor in agony, clutching 
his stomach. 
In informal situations, if you feel a lot of pain 
in part of your body, you can say that it is killing 
you. 
| must take my shoes off, my feet are killing 
me. 


IDIOM with pain 


ea pain (in the neck) infmi someone or something 
that is annoying or difficult to deal with O One of 
my students is a real pain in the neck. 


painkiller /‘pein kil-ar/ n [C] a pill or other 
medicine used to reduce or remove physical pain 


painstaking /‘pein ster-kiq/ adj (esp. of work) 
very careful and needing a lot of attention © /t took 
many months of painstaking research, but he was 
now ready to write the book. 


paint /peint/ n [C/U] a colored liquid that is put 
on a surface to protect or decorate it © [C] acrylic/ 
oil paints 0 [U] We need some white paint for the 
kitchen. 
paint /peint/ v [I/T] 1 [T] We hired three men to 
paint the outside of our house. 2 Someone who 
paints may make a picture by using paints: [I] She 
always loved to paint. 
painter /'peint-ar/ n[C] an artist who uses paint 
to create pictures, or a worker whose job is to 
cover parts of buildings with paint 
painting /'peint-1n/ n [C/U] a picture created by 
putting paint on a surface, or the activity or skill of 
creating pictures by using paint ° [C] oil paintings 
O [U] In later years, he took up painting as a hobby. 


WORD FAMILY paint 


Nouns paint 
painter 
painting 


Verbs paint 


IDIOM with paint 


¢paint a picture (of something) to describe some- 
thing ina particular way © The statistics do not paint 
an optimistic picture. 


paintbrush /'peint-braj/ n[C] a brush used for 
putting paint on a surface 


_ Pair /per, per/ n [C] p! pairs, pair two things of 
the same appearance and size that are intended 
to be used together, or something that consists of 
two parts joined together © a pair of gloves/shoes 
© a pair of pants/scissors © Each package contains 
three pairs of socks. 

pair /per, pzr/ v [I/T] to make or become one of 
a pair O [T] Famous paintings have been paired with 
poems by Sandburg, Angelou, and others. 


PHRASAL VERB with pair 


¢pair off to form a group of two © The skaters, six 
girls and six boys, paired off and started across the 
ice. 


paisley /‘peiz-li/ adj [not gradable] (esp. of 
cloth) having a pattern of curved, colored shapes 
© a paisley tie 


pajamas /pa'd3am-az, -'d3zem-az/, infm! pj's pl 
n clothes worn in bed, consisting of a loosely fit- 
ting shirt and pants © | need a new pair of pajamas. 


pali /pzel/ n [C] infmi a friend © The two politicians 
were never really pals. 


palace /‘pzl-as/ n [C] a large, highly decorated 
house, esp. one that is the official home of a king 
or queen © Most of the palace is open to the public 
as a museum. © Related adjective: PALATIAL 


palatable /'pzl-at-a-bal/ adj 1 good enough to 
eat or drink © They could make powdered eggs into 
palatable omelets. 2 \f something is palatable, it is 
acceptable: The city council has tried to make prop- 
erty taxes more palatable by giving homeowners 
more time to pay them. 


palate /‘pzl-at/ n[C] 1 the top part of the inside 
of your mouth 2 A person’‘s palate is also the ability 
to taste and judge good food and drink: / let my 
palate dictate what | eat. 


palatial /pa'ler-fal/ adj (of a house or other 
property) large and highly decorated; like a PAL- 
ACE © They lived in a palatial apartment. 


pale /peil/ adj [-er/-est only] (of a person’s face) 
having less color than usual, or (of a color or light) 
not bright or strong © a pale blue scarf © A pale 
young man answered the door. 
pale /peil/ v [I] to become lighter than usual in 
color © Madeleine sickened and paled during the 
next two days. 


IDIOM with pale 


epale in comparison (with something/someone), 
pale by comparison (with something/someone) to 
be not nearly as good as something or someone 
else © The paintings he made later pale in compari- 
son with his earlier work. 


paleontology /,per-li:-an 'tal-a-d3i, ,pzel-i:-/n 
[U] earth science the scientific study of organisms 
that lived on earth before there were written rec- 
ords, esp. by examining FOSSILS 
paleontologist /,pet-li:-an 'tal-a-d3ast, ,pael-i:-/ 
n[C] earth science 


palette /'pzl-at/ n [C] a thin board that artists 
use to hold and mix paints before putting them 
on the picture surface, or a range of colors, esp. 
those typically used by an artist © Van Gogh’s pal- 
ette included brilliant yellows and blues. 


palisade /,pzl-a'serd/ n (C] earth science a 
long row of CLIFFS (= high area of rock with a steep 
side) 

palisade layer /,pz!-a'seid ‘ler-ar/ n [C] bi- 
ology a layer of long cells between two thin sur- 
face layers of a leaf, that contains a lot of 
CHLOROPLASTS (= parts of a cell where energy 
from the sun is turned into food) 


pall COVERING /po:I/ n [C] 1 a dark, thick cov- 
ering or cloud that blocks light © A heavy pall of 
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pallbearer 


i i S — SS 


smoke from the forest fires blotted out the sun. 2 A 
pall can also be a feeling of being unhappy or 
hopeless: News of his death cast a pall over the 
evening. 

BECOME LESS GOOD /po:1/ v [I] to become less in- 
teresting or enjoyable © The joy of being his own 
boss began to pall after working 70-hour weeks. 


pallbearer /'p>:| ber- ar, -,baer-ar/ n [C] a per- 
son who helps to carry a COFFIN (= a box that 
holds a dead body) at a funeral or who walks be- 
side it 

pallid /'pzl-ad/ adj pale and looking unhealthy 
© He looked pallid and bloated a few years ago. 
pallor /'pzel-ar/ n[U] the condition of being pale 
O The pallor of his skin contrasted with his dark hair. 


palm /pam, palm/ n [C] the inside part of your 
hand from your wrist to the base of your fingers © 
| wiped my palm on my shirt. 


IDIOM with palm 


ein the palm of your hand under your complete 
control © The audience was fascinated by his per- 
formance — he had them in the palm of his hand. 


PHRASAL VERB with palm 


epalm off something [M] to persuade someone to 
accept something that you do not want or some- 
thing that has no value © They produced fake 
stamps and palmed them off as genuine. 


palm (tree) /‘pam (tri:), 'palm/ n [C] a tree 

growing in warm regions and having a tall, 
straight trunk, no branches, and a mass of long, 
pointed leaves at the top 


Palm Sunday /'‘pam'san-di, 'palm-, -det/n[C/ 
U] the Sunday before Easter in the Christian year 


palpable /'pzl-pa-bal/ adj so obvious that it can 
easily be seen or known, or (of a feeling) so strong 
that it seems as if it can be touched or physically 
felt © The tension in the room was palpable during 
the exam. 


palpitations /,pzl-pa'ter-Janz/ p/n fast and 
strong beating of the heart 


paltry /'po:\-tri/ adj less than expected or 
needed; too small or slight © | don’t think my paltry 
student grants are enough for us to live on. 


pamper /'pzm-per/ v[T] to treat with too much 
kindness and attention © Our children are pampered 
by their grandparents. 


pamphlet /‘pzm-flat/ n [C] a few sheets of pa- 
per folded toyether to form a thin magazine that 
contains information or opinions about something 
© a voter's information pamphlet © She wrote the 
pamphlet, “Grow Your Own Vegetables.” 


pan CONTAINER /pzn/ n[C] any of various types 
of metal containers, usually not deep, used for 
cooking food © a frying pan © Louise moved around 
some pots and pans on the stove. 


CRITICIZE /pzen/ v [T] -nn- infm/ to severely criticize 
something © Critics panned the concert. 


MOVE SLOWLY /pzn/ v [I] -nn- (of a movie cam- 
era) to move gradually in one direction © Opening 
scenes panned the crowded, cluttered street. 


PHRASAL VERB with pan 


pan out to develop or be successful © Not all his 
ideas have panned out as he would have liked. 


panacea /,pzn-a'si:-a/ n [C] something that 
will solve all problems or cure all illnesses © Books 
are not meant to be a panacea for an illness or loss. 


Pan-Africanism /pzn ‘efri-ka,niz-am/ n[U] 
world history a belief that people from Africa and 
their DESCENDANTs (= younger related people) 
should be united, or a movement to achieve such 
unity 


Pan-Arabism /pen ‘zr-ab 1z:9m/ n[U] world 
history a belief that Arab people and nations 
should be united, or a movement to achieve such 
unity 


pancake /'pzn:ketk/, flapjack, hot cake n[C] a 
thin, flat, usually round cake made from a mixture 
of flour, milk, and egg that is fried on both sides 
and usually eaten for breakfast © He poured the ma- 
ple syrup on his stack of pancakes. 


pancreas /'pzpkri:-9s/ n {C] biology an organ 
in the body that produces INSULIN (= a chemical 
substance that controls the amount of sugar in the 
blood) and substances that help to digest food 


panda /'pzn-da/ n [C] a large black-and-white 

mammal, similar to a bear, that lives in forests in 
China and eats BAMBOO (= stems of a type of 
grass) 


pandemic /pzn'dem-1k/ n [C] a dangerous 
disease that infects many people at one time © 
What can be done to prevent a bird flu pandemic? 

pandemic /pan'dem-1k/ adj [not gradable] © 
Scientists who study viruses say they don’t know 
what a pandemic strain would look like. 


pandemonium / pzn-da'mou-ni:-am/ n (U] 
noisy confusion and wild excitement © Pandemo- 
nium erupted in the courtroom when the verdict was 
read. 


pander to someone/something /'pzn- 
dor ,tu:, -,tu, -ta/ phrasal verb to please other peo- 
ple by doing or saying what you think they want 
you to do or say © She accused the other candidate 
of pandering to radical environmental groups. 


pane /pein/ n[C] a flat piece of glass used in a 
window or door © a window pane © a pane of glass 


panel © TEAM /'pzn-@l/ n [C] a small group of 
people chosen to give advice, make a decision, or 
publicly discuss their opinions © A panel of experts 
was formed to look into the causes of the fire. 
panelist /‘pzen-l-ast/ n [(C] a member of a panel, 
esp. on a television or radio show © He was a pan- 
elist on the popular television show “Meet the Press. ” 


PART /'pzen-9l/ n [C] a flat section in the shape of 
a rectangle that is part of or fits into something 
larger © We sanded down the insides of the door 
panels. 
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panel /'paen-l/ v[T] © The hall has been tastefully 
paneled in cherrywood. 

paneling /'pzen-al-1n/ n [U] © My den had dark 
wood paneling at one end. 

CONTROL DEVICE /'pzen-*l/ n[C] a surface with de- 
vices that a person uses to control or get infor- 
mation about the operation of one or more 
machines © The car’s instrument panel has buttons 
that give off a little blue-green light at night. 


pang /pen/ n[C] a sudden, sharp feeling of pain 
or painful emotion © hunger pangs © pangs of 
remorse 


Pangea /pzn'd3i:-9/ n [U] earth science the 
name given the one large area of land that, in the- 
ory, broke apart to create the present continents 


panhandle ASK /'pzn ,heen-d@l/ v [I] to ask for 
money, esp. in a public place; to BEG O A homeless 
man often panhandles in front of the bank. 

AREA /'pzen ,|heen-dal/ n[C] a long, narrow piece of 
land joined to a larger area © The Oklahoma pan- 
handle extends over Texas. 


Panic /'pzen-1k/ n [C/U] 1 a sudden, strong feel- 
ing of anxiety or fear that prevents reasonable 
thought and action and may spread to influence 
many people © [U] When fire broke out, 602 people 
died in the panic that ensued. 2 Panic is also used 
to describe any behavior that is sudden, extreme, 
and results from fear: [C] A brief panic overtook the 
financial markets in October. 
panic /'pzen-tk/ v [I/T] pres. part. panicking, past 
panicked © [I] The driver who hit him panicked and 
fled. 
panicky /'pzen-1-ki/ adj © a panicky feeling 


IDIOM with panic 


«hit the panic button, press/push the panic but- 
ton to react to a situation with fear and confusion 
© The coach isn’t going to hit the panic button just 
because we lost two games. 


panic-stricken adj [not gradable] very 
frightened 


panorama / pzn-a'rem-:sa, -'ram-9/ n [C] a 
view from a great distance that covers a very large 
area O From the top floor of the hotel you get a pan- 
orama of the whole city. 
panoramic /,pzn-a'raem-1k/ adj © a panoramic 
view of the city 


pansy /'pzn:zi/ n[C] a small garden plant with 
flowers of many different colors 


pant /peent/ v [I] to breathe quickly and loudly 
through your mouth, usually because you have 
been doing something energetic © Blake was pant- 
ing hard after running up the hill. 


panther /'pzen-¢ar/ n [C] a black LEOPARD (= 
large wild cat) or a COUGAR 


panties /'pznt-i:z/ p/n underwear worn by 
women and girls that covers the area between the 
waist and the tops of the legs 


pantomime /'pent:2,maim/ n[C/U] the art or 
act of expressing thoughts and emotions with 
movement rather than speech; MIME 


paperwork 


pantry /‘pzen-tri/ n [C] a small room or storage 
area near a kitchen, where food is kept 


pants /pzens/ p/n 1 a piece of clothing covering 
the lower part of the body from the waist to the 
foot, and including separate sections, joined at the 
top, for each leg © / need a new pair of gray pants 
to go with this jacket. 2 Br Pants are UNDERPANTS. 
3 A pants/pant leg is either of the separate sections 
covering a leg in a pair of pants. 


pantsuit /'pzent-su:t/ n [C] a matching jacket 
and pair of pants worn by women 


pantyhose /'pent-:i:,houz/ p/n a piece of 
clothing made of a thin material that stretches to 
cover the body below the waist, including the legs 
and feet, and that is usually worn under dresses or 
skirts by women and girls © She bought a new pair 
of pantyhose. 


Papa /'pap-9a/ n [C] dated, infmi father; DAD 


papacy /'pei-pa-si/ n[U] the position of the POPE 
(= leader of the Roman Catholic Church) 
papal /'pei-pal/ adj [not gradable] © a papal au- 
dience/Mass 


papaya /pa'pai-9/ n[C/U] a large, oval fruit that 
grows on trees in hotter regions of the world, hav- 
ing a yellow skin and sweet, orange flesh 


paper /'per-par/ n [C/U] 1 a thin, flat material 
made from crushed wood or cloth used esp. for 
writing and printing on and in packaging © [U] a 
piece/sheet of paper © [U] a paper bag/towel © [U] 
paper cups/napkins/plates © Let’s put some of your 
good ideas down on paper (= write them down) 2 
A paper is also a newspaper: [C] / read it in the 
paper. 3 A paper is also a piece of writing by a 
student for a course: [C] One of the course require- 
ments is a 20-page paper. 
paper /'pei-par/ v [T] to put WALLPAPER (= dec- 
orative paper) on a surface, esp. a wall © We plan 
to paper the dining room. 
Papers /'per-parz/ p! no The guard asked to see 
my papers (= official documents). 


IDIOM with paper 


*On paper according to a theory or idea as op- 
posed to something that has been tried © On paper 
it looks like it could work, but | won't believe it until 
! see it in Operation. 


paperback /'pei-par ,bak/ n[C] a book with a 
cover made of thick paper © / want to get a paper- 
back to read on the plane. 0 Compare HARDCOVER 


paper clip n [C] a small piece of bent wire or 
plastic used for holding pieces of paper together 


paper-thin adj [not gradable] very thin © The 
walls are paper-thin — you can hear every word our 
neighbors say. 


paperweight /'pei-par weit/ n [C] a small, 
heavy object, often decorative, placed on papers 
to keep them together 


paperwork /‘per-par wark/ n[U] the activity of 
keeping records and writing reports © She liked ev- 
erything about her job except the paperwork. 
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apier-maché 


papier-maché /per-par-ma' fer, pap yer m-/ 
n [U] paper mixed with glue or flour and water 
that can be shaped to make decorative objects or 
models that become hard when dry © a papier- 
maché mask 


paprika /pa'pri:-ka, pz-/ n [U] a red powder 
used as a spice to give a slightly hot flavor to food, 
esp. in meat dishes 


Pap test /'pzp-test/, Pap smear /‘peep-smir/ n 
[C] an examination of cells contained in the thick 
liquid on the surface of a woman’s CERVIX (= en- 
trance to the uterus) to discover if there is CANCER 
(= a disease) 


par /par/ n [U] 1 the usual standard or condition 
© About half the teachers are good, and the rest are 
clearly below par. 2 \In golf, par is the expected 
number of times a good player should have to hit 
the ball in order to get it into a hole or into all the 
holes: Walker shot a par 72 for the victory. 


IDIOMS with par 


eon (a) par with someone/something equal or simi- 
lar to someone or something © In my opinion, none 
of the new jazz trumpeters are on a par with Miles 
Davis. 

e par for the course what should be expected be- 
cause of past experience © The school budget is go- 
ing to be cut again this year, but then that’s par for 
the course. 


par. n [C] abbreviation for PARAGRAPH 


parable /'pzr-a-bal/ n [C] a simple story told 
because it represents a basic moral truth or reli- 
gious principle 


parabola /pa'reb-a-la/ n[C] geometry 1 a U- 
shaped curve 2 A parabola is the GRAPH (= draw- 
ing) of a QUADRATIC EQUATION. 


parachute /'pzr-a,fu:t/ n [C] a large, usually 
circular piece of special cloth fastened to someone 
or something so that when dropped from an air- 
craft, it will catch the wind like a sail to make the 
person or thing fall slowly and safely to the ground 
parachute /'peer-a,fu:t/ v [I/T] © [I] When the 
plane went down, three of the crewmen parachuted 
to safety. 


parade /pa'reid/ n[C] 1 a large number of peo- 
ple marching, walking, or riding in vehicles, all 
moving in the same direction, usually in a formal 
way as part of a public celebration © We used to go 
and see the Thanksgiving Day parade in New York. 
2 A parade is also a military ceremony in which 
soldiers march in front of important officials or as 
part of a public celebration. 
parade /pa'reid/ v [I/T] © [!] The Saint Patrick’s 
Day marchers paraded up Fifth Avenue. © [T] The 
owners paraded their dogs in front of the audience 
before the winners were announced. © [I] We all pa- 
raded down to the cellar to carry up boxes of books 
(= went there together). 


paradigm © /'pzr-a,daim/ rn [C] fmi a very 
clear or typical example used as a model © His ruth- 
less accumulation of wealth stands as a paradigm of 
greed in the business world. 


paradise /'per-a dais, -,daiz/ n[U] 1 a place or 
condition of great happiness where everything is 
exactly as you would like it to be © His idea of par- 
adise is to spend the day sailing. © (infml) This place 
is a shopper’s/children’s/pickpocket’s paradise (= a 
place where the conditions are exactly right for 
them). 2 Paradise is another word for heaven. 


paradox /'pzr-a,daks/ n [C] a statement or sit- 
uation that may be true but seems impossible or 
difficult to understand because it contains two op- 
posite facts or characteristics © /t’s a strange paradox 
that people who say you shouldn't criticize the gov- 
ernment criticize it as soon as they disagree with it. 
paradoxical /,pzer-a'dak-st-kal/ adj © a paradox- 
ical quality 
paradoxically /,pzer-a'dak-st-kli/ adv 0 The hot 
thing in video equipment is, paradoxically, sound. 


paragon /'pzr-a,gan, -gan/ n [C] a person or 
thing that is perfect or has a large amount of a 
particular good characteristic © a paragon of virtue 


paragraph @ /'per-a gref/, abbreviation par.n 
[C] a short part of a text that begins on a new line 
and consists of one or more sentences dealing with 
a single idea 


parakeet /'pzr-a,ki:t/ n [C] a small PARROT (= 
type of tropical bird) with a long tail 


parallel © POSITION /'per-s 
lel, -lal/ adj [not gradable] ge- 
ometry (of two or more straight 
lines) being the same distance 
apart along all their length © The 
wood was marked with parallel dark 
bands. 
parallel @ /'pzer-a lel, -lal/ n[C] 
earth science one of the imagi- 
nary latitude lines around the 
earth that are parallel to the equator © the 40th 
parallel > Picture: earth 
parallel @ /'pzer-a lel, -lal/ adv [not gradable] © 
Maple Street runs parallel to State Street. 
parallel © /'pzer-a lel, -lal/ v [T] © The highway 
parallels the river for about 20 miles. 

SIMILARITY /'pzer-a lel, -lal/ n [C] something very 
similar to something else, or a similarity between 
two things © There’s an incredible parallel between 
the talking blues of 50 years ago and today’s rap 
music. © The black experience in America has been 
without parallel in the experience of other peoples. 
parallel © /‘pzer-9 lel, -lal/ adj similar or match- 
ing © Parallel experiments are being conducted in 
Europe and the United States. 
parallel @ /'pzer-a,lel, -lal/ v [T] © Her account 
of the incident closely parallels what others have 
reported. 


parallel circuit n [C] physics an electrical CIR- 
CUIT in which current flows in more than one path 
at the same time 


parallelism /'pzr-a-lel 1z-am, -la,iz-am/ n[U] 
writing the use of matching sentence structure, 
phrases, or longer parts so as to balance ideas of 
equal importance 


parallelogram / pzr-a'lel-a ,grzem/ n[C] ge- 
ometry a flat shape with four sides, with opposite 


PARALLEL LINES 
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parent 


ee ne 


sides parallel and equal in length > Picture: ge- 
ometry 


paralysis /pa'rzl-a-sas/ n [U] the state of being 
unable to move or act © Some spinal cord injuries 
can cause permanent paralysis. 


paralyze /'pzr-a laiz/ v[T] to cause a person or 
animal to lose the ability to move or feel part of 
the body, or to cause someone or something to 
be unable to act or operate correctly © He was par- 
alyzed from the waist down. 0 Commuter traffic par- 
alyzes the city’s roads every morning. 


paramecium / pzr-o'mi:-fiz-am, -Jam, -si: 
am/ n[C] pi paramecia, parameciums biology a 
type of PROTOZOAN (= organism with only one 
cell) that lives in water and swims by moving struc- 
tures similar to hairs that are attached to its body 


paramedic /,pzr-a'med-ik/ n [C] a person 
who is trained to give medical help, especially in 
an emergency, but who is not a doctor or a nurse 


parameter © /pa'rzm-at-ar/ n[C usually pl] 
a fixed limit that establishes how something 
should be done © Aspin outlined the parameters of 
the debate between Congress and the Pentagon. 


paramilitary /,pzr-o'mil-a,ter-i/ adj [not 
gradable] similar to an army, but not official and 
sometimes not legal © paramilitary forces 


paramount /'pzr-a,maunt/ adj [not gradable] 
more important than anything else © Everybody 
agrees that education is the paramount issue. 


paranoia /,pzer-a'nor-a/ n [U] a strong ten- 
dency to feel that you cannot trust other people 
or that other people have a bad opinion of you, or 
medical a mental illness that causes extreme feel- 
ings that others are trying to harm you 


paranoid /‘pzr-a,no1d/ adj anxious because 
you do not feel you can trust others, or medical suf- 
fering from PARANOIA © My husband is very para- 
noid about making sure everything's locked. 


paraphernalia /,pzer-o-fa'neil-ja, -far-/ n [U] 
a collection of objects, esp. equipment needed for 
or connected with a particular activity © photog- 
raphy paraphernalia. 


paraphrase /'pzr-s freiz/ v [T] to state some- 
thing written or spoken in different words, esp. in 
a shorter and simpler form to make the meaning 
clearer © I'll have to paraphrase it because | didn’t 
get a chance to memorize it. 


paraplegic /,peer-a'pli:-d3ik/ n [C] a person 
who has lost the ability to move the legs and lower 
part of the body, usually because of a severe injury 
to the SPINE (= bones in the back) 


parasite /'pzr-9 sart/ n(C] 1 biology an animal 
or plant that lives on or in another animal or plant 
of a different type and feeds from it 2 A parasite is 
also a person who uses others to obtain an advan- 
tage without doing anything in exchange. 
parasitism /'pzr-a-sat 1z-am, -,sait ,1Z-am/ n[U] 
biology the relationship that exists between 
parasites 


parasol /'pzr-a,so:l, -,sal/ n [C] a type of UM- 

BRELLA (= round cloth-covered frame on a stick) 
carried by women, esp. in the past, for protection 
from the sun 


paratrooper /'pzr-a,tru:-par/ n [C] a soldier 
who is trained to be dropped from an aircraft with 
a PARACHUTE © French paratroopers held war games 
last week. 


parcel /'par-sal/ n [C] 1 an object or collection 

of objects wrapped in paper; a package © a food 
parcel 2 A parcel of land is an area of it: a 50-acre 
parcel on Lake Mead 


PHRASAL VERB with parcel 


eparcel out something [M] , -ll- to divide some- 
thing and give it in parts to different people © More 
than $13,000 in awards will be parceled out, with 
$6000 going to the first-prize winner. 


parcel post n [U] the cheapest way to send 
packages through the mail 


parched /part/t/ adj dried out because of too 
much heat © My lips were parched. 


parchment /‘partJ-mant/ n [C/U] the dried, 
pale skin of some animals which was used in the 
past for writing on, or a paper made to look like 
this © [U] / found a scrap of parchment dating from 
the 17th century. 


pardon /'pard-®n/ v[T] 1 to forgive someone for 
something © Satellite radio is about to — pardon the 
expression (= forgive me for using this phrase) — go 
into orbit. 2 If someone who has committed a 
crime is pardoned, the person is officially forgiven 
and punishment is stopped: He was convicted of 
murder, but was later pardoned by the governor. 
pardon /'pard-®n/ n [C] forgiveness © He had ac- 
tively sought a pardon (= official forgiveness) from 
the president. 

pardon /'pard-®n/ exclamation said when you 
have not heard what someone has said to you and 
you want the person to repeat it © “The train leaves 
Gt spa, Pardone. 

pardonable /'pard-®n-a-bal/ adj able to be for- 
given © a pardonable mistake 


IDIOM with pardon 


e pardon me 1 please repeat what you just said © 
Pardon me? | didn’t hear you. 2 Pardon me is some- 
times used to say you are sorry when you do some- 
thing slightly rude, such as BURP or accidentally 
push someone. 3 Pardon me is also polite way of 
attracting someone’s attention: Pardon me, does 
this train go to Oakland? 4 Pardon me can also be 
used to show respect before disagreeing with 
someone: Pardon me, but | think you have that 
wrong. 


pare /per, pzr/ v [T] to cut away the thin outer 
layer of something, esp. food, or to reduce the size 
of something © [M] He turned the blade to pare off 
a piece of cheese. © [M] We have to pare down and 
eliminate the waste and inefficiency. © [T] Simon had 
to pare the play. 


parent /'pzr-ont, 'per-/ n [C] 1 a person who 
gives birth to or raises a child © His parents live in 
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New York. 2 biology A parent is also any animal or 
plant that produces another. 

parentage /'pzer-ant-1d3, ‘per-/ n[U] one’s par- 
ents or origins © She's of Puerto Rican parentage. 
parental /pa'rent-*l/ adj (not gradable] © paren- 
tal guidance 

parenthood /‘pzer-ant ,hhud, 'per-/ n (U] © Just 
barely newlyweds, they now have to confront the 
harsh realities of parenthood. 

parenting /'pzer-ant-1n, 'per-/ n [U] the raising 
of children and all the responsibilities and activities 
involved in it © parenting skills 

parents-in-law /'pzr-an-san lo:/ pin the par- 
ents of someone’s husband or wife 


parenthesis /pa'ren-6a-sas/ n [C usually pl] p/ 
parentheses either of a pair of marks ( ), or the 
information inside them, used in a piece of writing 
to show that what is inside these marks should be 
considered as separate from the main part © Dates 
in parentheses indicate when the film was reviewed. 


parenthetical /,pzr-an'set-1-k?l/,__ paren- 
thetic /,pzer-an '@et-1k/ adj [not gradable] written 
in PARENTHESES, or said in addition to the main 
part of what you are saying © He added a paren- 
thetical comment to his original statement. 


Parent-Teacher Association, abbreviation 
PTA n[C] an organization of parents and teachers 
of children at a school that tries to help the school, 
esp. by arranging activities that raise money for it 


par excellence /,par,ek-sa'lans, -'las/ adj 
[only after n] [not gradable] of the best quality of 
its type O He praised her as the teacher par 
excellence. 


pariah /ps'rar-9/ n [C] a person who is avoided 
or not accepted by a social group, esp. because he 
or she is not liked, respected, or trusted; an OUT- 
CAST © Because of its poor human rights record, the 
country was treated as a pariah by other nations. 


parish /‘pzr-1f/ n [C] 1 an area that a church 
provides for © She lived her whole life in this parish. 
2 A parish is also a political division within the state 
of Louisiana. © Related adjective: PAROCHIAL OF A 
CHURCH 
parishioner /pa'r1J-a-nar/ n (C] a member of a 
particular parish, esp. one who frequently goes to 
its church 


parity /‘per-at-i/ n[U] 1 equality, esp. of pay or 
position © Washington, DC, hopes to achieve politi- 
cal parity with the states. 2 US history Parity is also 
the ability of farmers to buy things at the same 
level as during a past time set as a standard and 
maintained by government price support. 


park AREA OF LAND /park/ n [C] a large area of 
land with grass and trees which is maintained for 
the pleasure of the public © a picnic in the park © 
Central Park 


STOP /park/ v [I/T] to leave a vehicle in a place 
where it can stay for a period of time, or fig., infml 
to put yourself or something in a particular place 
for a period of time © [I] Where did you park? © [T] 
Just park your car out front. © [T] (fig.) (infml) He 
parked himself in front of the TV. 


parking /‘par-kin/ n (U] 1 the act of parking, or 
the spaces in which cars are parked © There’s lots 
of parking available at the theater. 2 A parking ga- 
rage is a building, or an area under a building, 
where cars can be parked. 


parka /'par-ka/ n (C] a long, often waterproof, 
warm jacket with a HOOD (= covering for the 
head) 


parking lot n(C] an open area where cars can 
be parke 


parking meter n[C] a device in the street or 
in a PARKING LOT that you put money into so that 
you can park your car next to it for a particular 
period of time 


parkway /'par-kwei/ n [C] a wide, usually di- 
vided, road with an area of grass and trees on both 
sides 


parliament /‘par-la-mant/ n [C/U] world his- 
tory 1 the group of people who make the laws in 
some countries 2 Parliament often refers to the 
legislature of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland. 

arliamentary /,par-la'ment-a-ri, -'men-tri/ adj 
fost gradable] © a parliamentary election 


parlor STORE, Cdn, 8r parlour /‘par-lar/ n (C] a 
store that sells a stated product, or a business that 
provides a stated service © an ice cream parlor © a 
beauty parlor 


ROOM, Can, 8r parlour /‘par-lar/ n [C] dated a room 
in a private house used esp. for entertaining guests 
© the front parlor 


Parmesan (cheese) /‘par-ma,zan ('tfi:z), 
-,3an/ n[U] ahard, dry, Italian cheese that is usually 
GRATED (= broken into small pieces) 


arochial OF ACHURCH /ps'rou-ki:-al/ adj 
[not gradable] connected with a PARISH (= an area 
that a church provides for) or with a church © a 
parochial school 


LIMITED /pa'rou-ki:-al/ adj limited to a narrow or 
local range of matters © The US coverage of the 
summit has been extremely parochial. 


parody /'pzr-ad-i/ n [C/U] literature a piece of 
writing or music that copies the style of a serious 
piece in a way that is intentionally humorous © [C] 
Brando did a parody of the character he played in 
“The Godfather.” 
parody /'pzer-ad-i/ v [T] © Downey started the 
show by parodying a performance artist. 


parole /pa'roul/ n (U] the release of a prisoner 
before that person’s period in prison is finished, 
with the agreement that the person will behave 
well © a life sentence without parole 
parole /pa'roul/ v [T] © He was paroled after serv- 
ing ten years. 


paroxysm /'per-ak,siz-am, pa'rak-/ n [C] a 
sudden and powerful expression of strong feeling 
© The mention of his name can send people into par- 
oxysms of anger. 


parquet /par'ke1/ n (U] floor covering that con- 
sists of small blocks of wood arranged in a pattern 
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parrot BIRD /'pzr-at/ n [C] a tropical bird with 
a curved beak and usually colorful feathers, some 
of which can be taught to repeat words 


REPEAT WORDS /'peer-at/ v[T] to repeat something 
said by someone else without thought or under- 
standing © She just parrots anything he says. 


parsley /'par-sli/ n [U] an herb with curly or flat 
green leaves, used to add flavor to food or to deco- 
rate it 


parsnip /'par-snap/ n[C] a long, cream-colored 
root eaten as a vegetable 


part SOME /part/ n [C/U] some but not all of 
something larger or greater © [U] / could only eat 
part of my dinner. © [C] Parts of the movie were good. 
© [U] Surgeons had to remove part of his lung. © [U] 
Part of the problem is that she doesn't like her boss 
very much. 
part /part/ adj, adv [not gradable] © She’s part 
scientist and part artist. O Al is a part owner of a 
restaurant (= one of the owners). 
partly /'part-li/ adv [not gradable] © The house is 
partly owned by her father. 


SEPARATE PIECE /part/ n [C] 1 a separate piece or 
unit of something, esp. a piece that combines with 
other pieces to form the whole of something © The 
garage stocks auto parts from all current car models. 
2A part is also one of two or more equal measures 
of something: Mix one part vinegar with three parts 
olive oil. 3 A part is also a single broadcast of a 
series of television programs or a division of a 
story: Part three will be broadcast Tuesday. 


SEPARATE /part/ v [I/T] to cause to separate, or to 
come apart © [I] The curtains parted, revealing a 
darkened stage. 
parting /‘part-1n/ n [C/U] the act of leaving or of 
moving apart © [C] It was a sad parting, because 
we knew it was the last time we would see each other. 

pacing /‘part-1n/ adj [not gradable] © She gave 


im a parting wave. 

INVOLVEMENT /part/ n[C usually sing] 1 involve- 
ment in or responsibility for an activity or action © 
He admitted his part in the robbery. © It was a mis- 
take on Julia's part (= she was responsible). 2 A part 
in a movie or play is one of its characters, or the 
words written for that character: She plays the part 
of Lady Macbeth. © Ben is learning his part for the 
school play. 


WORD FAMILY part 


Nouns part 
counterpart 
parting 


Adjectives part 
partial 
parting 


partiality 
partition 
part partiy 
partition 


Adverbs part 
partially 


HAIR /part/ n [C] a line formed by the hair on a 
person’s head where the hair is divided 
part /part/ v [T] © I’ve always parted my hair on 
the left side. 


IDIOM with part 


ea parting of the ways different ideas or a dis- 
agreement about something that make two peo- 


ple or groups decide they cannot work together 
any longer © We had a parting of the ways over 
when we couldn't agree on how to manage the 
company. 


PHRASAL VERB with part 


epart with something 1 to give away or get rid of 
something, esp. a possession that you enjoy hav- 
ing © | just couldn’t part with my old car, even 
though it uses too much gas. 2 If you part with 
money, you spend it or give it to someone, al- 
though you may not want to: You really have to be 
a Dylan fan to part with $50 for “Highway 61 In- 
teractive,” released earlier this year. 


partake /par'terk/ v [I] past simp. partook, past 
part. partaken fm/ 1 to become involved with or 
take part in something with other people 2 To par- 
take of food or drink is to eat or drink some of it: 
Feel free to partake of the food and drink displayed 
on tables. 


partial NOT COMPLETE /‘par-: fal/ adj [not grad- 
able] not complete © He made a partial repayment 
of the loan. 
partially /'par-fa-li/ adv [not gradable] © The ac- 
cident left him partially paralyzed. 

PREFERENCE /'par-: jal/ adj to have a particular pref- 
erence or liking for someone or something © I’m 
partial toward the larger dogs. 
partiality /,par- fi: 'zel-at-i/ n [U] an unfair pref- 
erence for one person or group over another © 
Some parents complained about the partiality of the 
teacher toward certain students. 


participant © /par'tis-a-pant/ n[C] a person 
who takes part in or becomes involved in a partic- 
ular activity © Participants in the experiment also 
keep track of what they eat and drink over three days 
so their eating habits can be evaluated. 


participate © /por'tis:a,peit/ v [I] to be or 
become involved in an activity © The teacher tries 
to get everyone to participate in the classroom 
discussion. 

participation © /par ,tis-a'per: fan/n[U] © Par- 
ticipation in the program was voluntary. 
participatory © /par'tis-o-pa,tar-i, -,tour-i/ 
adj © Participatory sports are becoming more 
popular. 


participle /‘port-a,sip-al/ n [C] grammar a 
form of a verb, often ending in ”-ed” or ”-ing” and 
used with auxiliary verbs to make verb tenses, or 
to form adjectives 


particle /'part-1-kal/ n [C] 1 an extremely small 
piece of something © dust particles 2 physics A par- 
ticle is also any of the smallest pieces of matter that 
make up atoms or the parts of atoms. 


particular SPECIAL /par'tik:ja-lar, pa'tik-/ adj 
special or single, or this and not any other © /s there 
a particular restaurant you'd like to eat at? © What 
in particular (= special things) did you like about the 
last apartment that we saw? 
particularly /par'tik-ja-lar-li, pa'tik-/ adv very 
or very much; especially © We’re particularly inter- 
ested in hearing from people who are fluent in both 
Spanish and English. 
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[oe eS 


particulars /par'tik-ja-larz, pa'tik-/ p/n details 
or information about a person or an event © We're 
going to discuss a little bit more about the particulars 
of the case. 
CAREFUL /par'tik:ja-lar, pa'tik-/ adj wanting to 
make choices carefully because you are not easily 
satisfied © She’s very particular about what she eats. 


particulate /par'tik-ja-lat/ adj [not gradable] 
science relating to or consisting of very small 
pieces of a substance 


parting shot n [C] a remark made as you are 
leaving, so that it has a stronger effect © “And the 
dress that you bought me doesn't fit either!” was her 
parting shot. 


partisan /‘part-a-zan, -san/ adj involving loyal 
support of a person, principle, or political party © 
partisan politics 
partisanship /‘part-a-zan , Jip, -san-/ n[U] © The 
political parties are more divided by partisanship 
than ever before. 


partition /par'tiJ-an/ n [C/U] 1 the division of 
something into smaller parts, or something that 
divides a space © [U] The partition of the building 
into separate apartments brought in enough income 
that she could retire from her job. 2 world history 
Partition is also the division of a country or region 
into two or more separate political units: [U] Both 
sides agreed to the partition of the disputed territory. 
3 A partition is also a wall that separates one part 
of aroom or building from another: [C] These par- 
titions between our desks allow us to work in relative 
privacy. 

partition /par'trf-an/ v [T] © Germany was par- 
titioned after World War Il. 


partly /'part-li/ adv © See at PART SOME 


partner ® /'‘part-nar/ n[C] 1 one of two people 
who do something together or are closely involved 
in some way © Children, hold your partner's hand 
when you cross the street. 2 A partner in a company 
is one of the owners. 3 A partner is also one of two 
people who dance together or who play a sport or 
a game together, esp. when they play as a team. 
4 A person’s partner can also be the person to 
whom someone is married, or to whom the person 
is not married but with whom they have a close 
relationship. 

partnership © /'part-nar,fip/ n [C/U] © [C] a 
business partnership 


part of speech n [C] grammar any of the 
groups into which words are divided depending 
on their use, such as verbs, nouns, and adjectives 


partook /far'tuk/ past simple of PARTAKE 


part-time /‘part'taim/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
(of an activity or work) done for periods of time 
shorter than the usual hours or schedule © She got 
a part-time job working three days a week. © Joe 
works part-time. 
part-timer /'‘part 'tar-mar/ n [C] © We have a full- 
time staff of three, plus two part-timers. 


party SOCIAL GATHERING /'part-i/ n[C] a social 
gathering at which people talk, eat, drink, and en- 


joy themselves © a birthday party © Sally is having 
a party at her place tonight. 
party /'part-i/ v [I] infmito enjoy yourself at a party 
with others, esp. by drinking alcohol, dancing, etc. 

POLITICAL GROUP /'part-i/ n [C] social studies a 
political group with particular beliefs and aims and 
which supports members who are trying to get 
elected to public office © the Democratic/Republi- 
can Party © a political party 

PARTICULAR GROUP /'part-i/ n [C] a particular 
group of people who are involved in an activity © 
| made a dinner reservation for a party of eight. 

ONE INVOLVED /'part-i/ n [C] one of the people or 
sides involved in a formal agreement or argument, 
esp. a legal one © The UN called on all parties to lay 
down their arms. 


pascal /pzs'kzl, pas'kal/, abbreviation Pa n [C] 
physics the standard unit for measuring pressure 


Pass GO PAST /pes/ v [I/T] to go past or move 
beyond something or someone © [T] A car passed 
us doing 70 miles per hour. © [I] | was just passing 
by and stopped to say hello. 
passable /'pezs-a-bal/ adj able to be traveled on 
or through © It’s snowing, but the roads are 
passable. 
passing /'pees-1n/ adj [not gradable] 

GO THROUGH /pzs/ v [I/T] to cause something to 
go around, across, through, etc., something else, 
or to be positioned in such a way © [T] Pass the 
wire through the slot and pull it out from the other 
side. © [| always + adv/prep] The causeway passes 
across the bay and takes you to the mainland. 
passage /'pzs-1d3/ n [U] © Passage through the 
Panama Canal will take a number of hours. © See 
also: PASSAGE CONNECTING WAY; PASSAGE PART; 
PASSAGE TRAVEL 


GIVE /pezes/ v [I/T] 1 to give something to someone 
© [T] Please pass the bread. 2 In team sports played 
with a ball, if you pass, you throw, kick, or hit the 
ball to someone on your team. 
pass /pzes/ n[C] the act of giving or sending the 
ball to another player on your own team © The 
receiver dropped the pass. 


DO WELL /pees/ v [I/T] to be successful in a test, 
exam, or course, or to judge someone as having 
been successful in it © [T] The professor said that if 
| passed the final exam, she'll pass me. 
pass /pzes/ n [C] a mark given to show that a 
student has successfully completed a course or an 
exam 
passable /'pzs-a-bal/ adj satisfactory but not ex- 
cellent © Angie can speak passable Russian. 

TIME /pees/ v [I/T] to go past or through a period 
of time © [I] The hours passed quickly. 
passage /'pees-1d3/ n[U] 0 Memory fades with the 
passage of time. O See also: PASSAGE CONNECTING 
WAY; PASSAGE PART; PASSAGE TRAVEL 


APPROVE /pes/ v [I/T] to approve or be approved 
by a group having authority, esp. by voting © [T] 
The bill passed both houses of Congress and was 
signed by the president. © [l] The bill passed unani- 
mously. 
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pass-fail 


Passage /'pzes-1d3/ n[U] © The speaker urged pas- 
sage of the tax bill. © See also: PASSAGE CONNECT- 
ING WAY; PASSAGE PART; PASSAGE TRAVEL 


NOT DO /pes/ v [I] to choose not to do, have, take 
part in, or take a turn at something © / think I'll 
pass on going to the movies. 


DOCUMENT /pes/ n [C] an official document or 
ticket showing that you have the right to go some- 
where or do something © We bought three-day 
passes to the amusement park. © The children get 
bus passes to travel to and from school. 


BE ACCEPTED /pzs/ v [I] to be accepted as being 
something that you are not, esp. something better 
or more attractive © Marion looks so young she 
could pass for 30. © Do this jacket and skirt match 
well enough to pass as a suit? 


WORD FAMILY pass 


Nouns pass 
overpass 
underpass 
passage 


Adjectives passable 
passing 


Verbs pass 


IDIOMS with pass 


ein passing while talking or thinking about some- 
thing else © Leo mentioned in passing that you are 
going on vacation next week. 

epass the buck to leave a difficult problem for 
someone else to deal with 0 Don’t try to pass the 
buck - this is your responsibility, not mine. 

epass the hat to ask a number of people to give 
money for something, esp. to help pay for some- 
thing or reward someone © They’re passing the hat 
around the company to get money for charity. 
epass the time to do something to keep busy 
while waiting © [T] We passed the time in the airport 
playing cards. 

e pass judgment on someone/something to express 
a strong opinion about someone or something © 
Don’t pass judgment on Lori until you hear what 
happened. 


PHRASAL VERBS with pass 


* pass around something [M] to give something to 
someone, who will then give it to others O Jour- 
nalists had been passing around the link to the photo 
all week. 

*pass away to die © Her father passed away last 
week. 

epass down something [M] 1 to give something 
to someone who is younger, less important, or at 
a lower level than you © The word being passed 
down from the leadership is that the polls are show- 
ing good results. 2 |f property, diseases, or biologi- 
cal conditions pass down, they go from parents to 
children: Should | pass down wealth now or wait 
until | die? 

*pass someone/something off as something [M] to 
try to make others believe that someone or some- 
thing is something other than what the person or 
thing is © Maurice is trying to pass himself off as a 
journalist to get admitted to the press conference. 
*pass on DIE to die © /t’s important to remember 
friends and family who have passed on. 


*pass on something RECEIVE AND GIVE [M] 1 to 
give something to someone, after someone else 
gave it to you © Some organizations passed on sub- 
stantially less money to the candidates. 2 If you pass 
on information, you tell it to someone else after 
you have heard it: No one passed the news on to me. 
*pass on something WITHIN FAMILIES [M] 1 to 
give something to someone who lives after you 
die, usually a person in your family © You may want 
a way to pass on money to your children or to cover 
the taxes on your estate. 2 If you pass on a bio- 
logical condition, you have it and your children 
also have it: There are some diseases that a woman 
might pass on to her child. 

* pass on something/someone SAY NO infm! to re- 
fuse an opportunity involving something or some- 
one; DECLINE REFUSE © Many stars passed on the 
sequins and glitz for simple satin at this year’s 
awards. 

epass out UNCONSCIOUS to become uncon- 
scious O He passed out from the heat. 

* pass out something GIVE [M] to give something 
to each person in a group © Jeff, please pass out the 
test booklets. 

* pass over someone/something [M] to ignore or to 
not give attention to someone or something © 
They passed Sal over for promotion. 

* pass up something [M] to fail to take advantage 
of an opportunity © / can’t believe she passed up the 
chance to go to South America. 


Passage CONNECTING WAY /'‘pzs-1d3/, pas- 
sageway /'pzes-1d3 ,wei/ n[C] 1 a usually long and 
narrow part of a building with rooms on one or 
both sides, or an enclosed path that connects 
places © A narrow passage led through the house to 
the yard. 2 A passage is also an entrance or open- 
ing: the nasal passages O See also: PASSAGE at PASS 
GO THROUGH; PASSAGE at PASS TIME; PASSAGE at 
PASS APPROVE 

PART /'pzs-1d3/ n [C] a short piece of writing or 
music that is part of a larger piece © a short passage 
for a trumpet solo O See also: PASSAGE at PASS GO 
THROUGH; PASSAGE at PASS TIME; PASSAGE at PASS 
APPROVE 

TRAVEL /'pzes-1d3/ n [U] the right to travel or to 
leave a place O We booked passage ona cruise ship. 
© He was guaranteed safe passage to the border. © 
See also: PASSAGE at PASS GO THROUGH; PASSAGE 
at PASS TIME; PASSAGE at PASS APPROVE 


passé /pze'se1/ adj no longer fashionable © Writ- 
ing personal letters, unfortunately, is passé. 


passenger /'pzs-an-d3zar/ n [C] a person who 
is traveling in a vehicle but is not operating it or 
working as an employee in it © airline passengers © 
Taxis are allowed to carry no more than four 
passengers. 


passerby, passer-by /,paes- ar 'bat/ n [C] p/ pas- 
sersby someone who is going past a particular 
place © A passer-by saw smoke and called the fire 
department. 


pass-fail adj [not gradable] (of college and uni- 
versity courses) having only two marks, one for 
passing and one for failing 
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passing /'pzs-1n/ n [U] fm/ someone's death © 
We note with sorrow the passing of Raymond Wilson, 
a member of the board. 


passion EMOTION /'pzj-an/ n[C/U] a powerful 
emotion or its expression, esp. the emotion of 
love, anger, or hate © [U] romantic passion © [C] 
Passions were running high in the aftermath of the 
accident. 

passionate /'pzJ-a-nat/ adj full of emotion o a 
passionate speech 

passionately /‘pzJ-a-nat-li/ adv © He really 
cares passionately about getting students to stay in 
school. 

STRONG INTEREST /'pzf-an/ n[C] something that 
you are strongly interested in and enjoy © She has 
two passions in life — her cats and opera. 


Passive © BEHAVIOR /'pzs-1v/ adj not reacting 
to what happens, or not acting or taking part © 
They attack people who are too weak or too passive 
to resist. 
passively @ /'pzes-iv-li/ adv © She watched pas- 
sively as the children ran wild. 
passivity © /pzs'1v-at-i/ n[U] © Unemployment 
leads to political passivity, according to a study in 
Sweden. 


GRAMMAR /'pes:1v/ adj [not gradable] grammar 
describing a verb or sentence in which the subject 
is the person or thing to which something stated 
is done Oo In the sentence “I was given a gift by Alex, ” 
the verb “give” is passive, or in the passive voice. © 
USAGE: In English, passive verbs or sentences are 
formed with a form of the verb “to be” and a past 
participle. ©O Compare ACTIVE GRAMMAR 


passive immunity 1 [U] biology protection 
against disease in the form of ANTIBODIES (= sub- 
stances in the blood that fight disease) that come 
from someone else, for example, from the 
mother’s milk 


passive resistance n [U] a way of showing 
your opposition to a law or official activity without 
acting violently 


passive voice n[U] grammar the relationship 
between a subject and a verb in which the subject 
receives the action of the verb, or the verb forms 
which show this relationship © In the sentence “He 
was hit by the ball,” “was hit” is in the passive voice. 
oO Compare ACTIVE VOICE; VOICE 


Passover /'pzs ,ou-var/ n [U] a Jewish celebra- 
tion in March or April, lasting seven or eight days, 
in memory of the escape of the Jews from Egypt 


passport /'pzs-po:rt, -pourt/ n [C] an official 
document provided by the government of a par- 
ticular country which shows that the owner is a 
citizen of that country and allows that person to 
travel to foreign countries 


password /‘pzs-w3rd/ n [C] a secret word or 
phrase that is used to obtain access to a place, 
information, or a computer system 


past TIME BEFORE /pzest/ n [C/U] 1 the period 
before and until, but not including, the present 


time © [U] In the past, a streetcar line ran down 13th 
Avenue. 2 Your past is your life before the present 
time: [C] He never talks about his past. 

past /pzest/ adj [not gradable] © I’ve been working 
out regularly for the past six months. © Rising tem- 
peratures signal that the worst of winter is past (= 
finished). 

GRAMMAR /peest/ adj [not gradable] grammar 
having the tense used to describe actions, events, 
or states that happened or existed before the pres- 
ent time © The past tense of “change” is “changed.” 


FAR SIDE /pzest/ prep, adv [not gradable] on the far 
side of something, or from one side to the other © 
They live just past the post office. 0 Three boys went 
past us on bikes. 


BEYOND /peest/ prep, adv [not gradable] beyond or 
above a particular point © Melissa is past the age 
where she needs a babysitter. © It’s already past 
noon. 


pasta /'pas-ta, 'pzes-/ n[U] a food made of flour, 
water, and sometimes egg which is formed into a 
variety of shapes that are hard when dry and soft 
when cooked 


paste /peist/ n [U] a thick, wet substance used 
for sticking things together, or any soft, wet mix- 


' ture of powder and liquid © Use paste, glue, or tape 


to attach the pictures. © tomato paste 

paste /perst/ v [T always + adv/prep] to stick 
something to something else © She pasted a heart 
onto the valentine. 


pastel COLOR /pes'tel/ adj (of colors) pale and 
soft 
pastel /pzes'tel/ n [C] © Her room is decorated in 
pink and pastels. 


COLORED STICK /pzs'tel/ n [C] a soft, powdery, 
coloring material that is pressed into a stick and is 
used for drawing, or a picture made using these 
sticks 


pasteurize /'pzs-t{o,rarz/ v [T] to heat some- 
thing, esp. milk, at a high temperature for a fixed 
period of time in order to kill bacteria 
pasteurization /,pzs-tfa-ra'zer-fan/ n[U] © ul- 
tra-high temperature pasteurization 


pastime /'pzes-taim/ n [C] an activity that is 
done for enjoyment © Hockey is Canada’s national 
pastime. 


pastor /'pzs-tar/ n[C] a minister of a Christian 
church, esp. one that is Protestant 
pastoral /'pzes-ta-ral/ adj © pastoral work/duties 


pastoral /'pes-ta-ral/ adj (of a piece of art, writ- 
ing, or music) having or representing the pleasant, 
traditional features of the countryside © a pastoral 
scene 


past participle n [C] grammar a form of a 
verb that is used to show past action or to make 
PERFECT tenses and adjectives © “Sung” is the past 
participle of the verb “sing.” 


past perfect n [U] grammar a tense usually 
formed with “had” that is used to refer to the ear- 
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lier of two different times in the past © The sentence 
“She had broken her leg once before,” is in the past 
perfect. 


pastrami /po'stram-i/ n [U] spicy smoked BEEF 
(= meat from a cow), usually cut in slices © a pas- 
trami sandwich on rye 


pastry /‘per-stri/ n [C/U] 1 a mixture of flour, fat, 
and water which is used as a base or covering for 
other foods and baked © [U] pie pastry 2 A pastry 
is a sweet, baked food made of a mixture of flour, 
fat, and water and often filled with fruit or cream: 
[C] We were offered a selection of pastries for dessert. 


pasture /'pzs-tfar/ n [C/U] land covered with 
grass or similar plants suitable for animals, such as 
cows and sheep, to eat © [C] The best places to find 
bluebirds are open pastures. 


pasty /'pei-sti/ adj (of someone’s skin) pale and 
unhealthy looking © a pasty face 


pat TOUCH /pet/ v[T] -tt- to touch someone or 
something lightly and repeatedly with an open 
hand © He patted me on the shoulder. © Pat the 
vegetables dry with a paper towel. 
pat /pet/ n [C] 

PIECE /pzet/ n[C] a small, flat piece of butter 

WITHOUT THINKING /pzt/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
usually disapproving (esp. of an answer) having been 
already prepared and therefore said without think- 
ing much about the question © You've got a pat 
response to every question that comes along. 


IDIOM with pat 


ea pat on the back praise © You’ve done a great 
job, and you deserve a pat on the back. 


patch AREA /pzet{/ n[C] a small part of a surface 
that is different in some way from the area around 
it © Watch for patches of ice on the road. © We have 
a small vegetable patch (= area for growing 
vegetables). 
patchy /'pzetJ-i/ adj 1 happening or existing in 
small areas © patchy rain/fog 2 If information is 
patchy, only small parts of it are known: My know/l- 
edge of physics is pretty patchy. 

PIECE OF MATERIAL /pzet J/ n[C] a piece of material 
put over a damaged area or hole to repair, 
strengthen, or cover it © His old jeans are covered 
with patches. 
patch /pezet{/ v [T] © to patch a tire 


PHRASAL VERB with patch 


epatch up something [M] to fix the problems in a 
relationship © The couple are working on patching 
up their differences. 


patchwork /‘pet{-wark/ n[U] cloth consisting 
of smaller pieces of differently patterned cloth that 
are sewn together © a patchwork quilt © (fig.) We 
looked down at the patchwork of fields below us. 


pate /peit/ n [C] dated, humorous the top of a per- 
son’s head © A hat covered his bald pate. 


pate /pa'ter, pz-/ n [C/U] a thick, smooth, soft 
mixture made from ground meat, fish, or 
vegetables 


patent LEGAL RIGHT /'pzt-ent/ n [C] the legal 
right to be the only one who can make, use, or sell 
an invention for a particular number of years 
patent /‘pet-®nt/ v [T] © Otis patented a steam 
elevator in 1861. 

OBVIOUS /'pet-nt, 'peit-/ adj (of ideas or char- 
acteristics) obvious © He felt the notion of beginner's 
luck was patent nonsense. 
patently /‘pzt-nt-li, 'pert-/ advo Your entire ar- 
gument is patently ridiculous. 


patent leather /'pzt-nt ‘led-ar/ n [U] 
leather with a hard, shiny surface © black patent- 
leather shoes 


paternal /pa'tsrn-l/ adj 1 behaving or feeling 
as a father does toward his child © His father gave 
him a good-humored, paternal smile. 2 Paternal also 
means related by way of the father: paternal grand- 
parents © Compare MATERNAL 

paternity /pa'tar-nat-i/ n[U] the fact or state of 
being a father 

paternalism /pa't3rn-4l ,1z-am/ n [U] the prac- 
tice of controlling esp. employees or citizens in a 
way that is similar to that of a father controlling 
his children, by giving them what is beneficial but 
not allowing them responsibility or freedom of 
choice 

paternalistic /pa,t3rn-l'1s-tik/ adj © a pater- 
nalistic employer 


path /pze/ n[C] 1 a way or track made by or for 
people walking on the ground, or a line along 
which something moves © a bike path © The forest 
fire burned everything in its path. 2 A path is also a 
set of actions that lead to a result or goal: Ashe 
pioneered the path of black tennis players to the top 
of the game. 3 physics The path of an ELECTRON 
is the space it travels in around the center of an 
atom. 


pathetic SAD /pa'éet-1k/ adj causing feelings of 
sadness or sympathy © / think it’s pathetic that only 
half of the eligible voters tend to vote. 
pathetically /pa'eet-1-kli/ adv © a pathetically 
small dog 

UNSUCCESSFUL /po'6et-1k/ adj unsuccessful, use- 
less, or worthless © a pathetic excuse © Bernie’s hit- 
ting was pretty pathetic! 


pathogen /'pxe-a-d3an/ n [C] biology any 
small organism that can cause disease 


pathological / pee@-a'lad3-1-kal/ adj (of a per- 
son) unreasonable, or unable to control part of his 
or her behavior © a pathological fear of heights © a 
pathological liar 


pathology /pa'cal-a-d3i, pze-/ n [U] the scien- 
tific study of disease 
pathological /,pze-a'lad3-1-kal/ adj of or 
caused by disease © a pathological laboratory 
pathologist /pa'éal-9-dzast, pze-/ n[C] a doctor 
who has expert knowledge of pathology 


pathos /'pei-6as, -e0us, -@0:s/ n [U] a quality in 
life or art that causes feelings of sadness or sym- 
pathy © The dying girl’s speech generates genuine 
pathos. 
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pathway /'pze-wei/ n [C] a PATH © a rough 
pathway on the mountainside 


patience /‘per-Jans/ n [U] the ability to accept 
delay, suffering, or annoyance without complain- 
ing or becoming angry © He’s a man of great pa- 
tience. © Her constant complaining was beginning to 
test/try my patience. 
patient /'per-fant/ adj © Just be patient — dinner’s 
almost ready. 
patiently /'per-fant-li/ adv © He waited patiently 
for his name to be called. 


patient /‘per-fant/ n [C] a person who is receiv- 
ing medical care, esp. in a hospital, or who is cared 
for by a particular doctor or DENTIST when 
necessary 


WORD FAMILY patient 


Adjectives patient 
impatient 


Nouns patience 
impatience 


patient 


Adverbs __ patiently 


impatiently 


patina /pa'ti:-na, 'pzet-en-a/ n[C usually sing] a 
thin layer of a substance, usually green, that de- 
velops on the surface of some metals, caused by 
their reaction to air 


patio /'pzt-i: ,ou/ n[C] p! patios an outside area 
with a solid floor next to a house, where people 
can sit 


patriarch /'per-tri: ark/ n [C] a powerful and 
usually older man in charge of a family, or the male 
leader of a society in which men hold power © 
Compare MATRIARCH 
patriarchal /,per-tri:'ar-kal/ adj © a patriarchal 
societ 
patriarchy /'per-tri: ,ar-ki/ n[C/U] social studies 
1 a form of social organization in which fathers or 
other males control the family, clan, tribe, or larger 
social unit, or a society organized in this way 2 
Patriarchy is also the control by men, rather than 
women or both men and women, of most of the 
power and authority in a society. 


patrician /p9'trf-an/ n [C] 1 a person of high 

social class © She is descended from a long line of 
patricians 2 world history |n ancient Rome, a pa- 
trician was a member of one of the families of 
original citizens of the city 


patriot /'per-tri:-at, -,at/ n [C] 1 a person who 
loves his or her country and defends it when nec- 
essary 2 US history A patriot during the American 
Revolution was a person who believed in or fought 
for independence from Britain. 
patriotic /,er-tri: ‘at-1k/ adj © Candidates love to 
associate themselves with patriotic values. 
patriotism /'per-tri:-a ,tiz-am/ n[U] © This really 
calls into question his patriotism. 


patrol /pa'troul/ v [I/T] -ll- to go around an area 
or a building to check that it is free from trouble 
or danger © [T] Security guards patrol the building 
at night. 
patrol /pa'troul/ n [C/U] © [C] State troopers 
make regular patrols of the highway. © [U] Aircraft 
are on patrol in the region. 


patrol car, squad car n[C] a car used by police 
officers that has radio equipment for communi- 
cating with other police officers 


patron SUPPORTER /'per-tran/ n[C] a person or 
group that gives money or support to a person, an 
activity, or an organization © Auchincloss is a long- 
time patron of the arts. 

CUSTOMER /'pei-tran/ n[C] a customer of a store, 
restaurant, hotel, etc., esp. a regular customer 
patronage /'pa-tra-nid3, 'pei-/ n [U] © We 
would like to thank all of our customers for their 
patronage. 
patronize /'per-tra,naiz, 'pee-/ v[T] © Local writ- 
ers and artists patronize the coffee house. 


patronage /'pz-tra-nid3, 'pel-/ n [U] esp. dis- 
approving the power to give someone an important 
job or advantages in exchange for help or support 
oO New rules would minimize the effects of political 
patronage. 


patronize /'per-tra naiz, ‘pae-/ v[T] disapproving 
to treat others in a manner that shows you con- 
sider yourself to be better or more important than 
they are © She’s angry, smart, and not about to be 
patronized. 
patronizing /'pet-tra,nat-z1n, 'pae-/ adj disap- 
proving © a patronizing manner/attitude 


patsy /'peet-si/ n [C] slang a person who is easily 
cheated or made to suffer 0 He claimed he was a 
patsy being framed by the police. 


patter TALK /'pzt:ar/ n[U] fast, continuous talk, 
esp. that of an entertainer or someone trying to 
sell things © Phinizy’s clever patter kept his audience 
in a good mood. 

SOUND /'pzet-ar/ n[U] the sound of quick, light hits 
or steps O Now that she’s older, we have the patter 
of little feet in our hallways. 


pattern WAY /'pet-arn/ n[C] a particular way 
in which something is done or organized, or in 
which something happens © Our weather pattern 
comes from the northwest. 0 A whole variety of be- 
havior patterns affect infants. 

SHAPES /'pzt-arn/ n [C] 1 a regular arrangement 
of lines, shapes, or colors © A human fingerprint can 
be viewed as a geometric pattern. 2 A pattern is also 
a design or set of shapes that show how to make 
something: a dress pattern 
patterned /'pzt-arnd/ adj © a rose and black 
patterned skirt 


patty /'pzt-i/ n [C] pieces of food, esp. meat, 
formed into a thin, circular shape and then usually 
cooked © hamburger patties 


paucity /'po:-sat-i/ n [U] fm! the condition of 
having very little or not enough of something © 
The authorities had to cope with the paucity of in- 
formation about the effects of the storm. 


paunch /pointf, pantf/ n[C] a fat stomach 
pauper /'po:-par/ n[C] dated a very poor person 


pause /po:z/ n [C] a moment in which some- 
thing, such as a sound or an activity, stops before 
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starting again © There was a long pause during 
which we all wondered what he would say next. 
pause /po:z/ v[I] © She paused to catch her breath. 


Pave /peiv/ v [T] to cover an area of ground ora 
road with materials such as stone, concrete, or 
bricks that will form a hard, level surface 


IDIOM with pave 


epave the way (for something/someone) to make 
it possible or easier for something or someone to 
follow © Data from the space flight should pave the 
way for a more detailed exploration of Mars. 


pavement /'peiv-mant/ n [C/U] the hard sur- 
face of a road, a SIDEWALK (= path next to a road), 
or other area of ground © [U] The umbrella fell to 
the pavement with a clatter. 


pavilion /pa'vil-jan/ n[C] 1 a large, open struc- 
ture or tent, providing shelter esp. in a park or at 
a FAIR (= temporary public event) 2 A pavilion is 
also one of a group of related buildings, such as a 
hospital. 


Paw /po:/ n[C] the foot of an animal, such as a 
cat, dog, or bear, that has CLAWS or nails 
paw /po:/ v [I/T] 1 [I/T] The dog was pawing (at) 
the door to be let in. 2 infml A person who paws 
someone else feels or touches the other person, 
often in a sexual way that is too forceful. 


pawn MONEY /po:n/ v [T] to leave a possession 
with someone in order to borrow money from that 
person, with the understanding that if you do not 
pay it back within the agreed time, the person can 
keep your possession and sell it 

GAME PIECE /po:n/ n [C] 1 any of the eight least 
valuable pieces in the game of CHESS 2 A pawn is 
also a person who is controlled by others and used 
for their own advantage: She felt she had been used 
as a political pawn. 


pawnshop /'po:n- fap/ n [C] a store where you 
can leave possessions in order to borrow money, 
or buy objects that others have left there and that 
are now for sale 


Pay GIVE MONEY fOR /pe:/ v [I/T] past paid 1 to 
give money to someone for goods or services © [T] 
We paid a lot of money for that table. © [|] Would 
you prefer to pay by credit card? © [I] (fig.) We all 
eventually pay for our mistakes (= suffer or are pun- 
ished because of our mistakes). 2 To pay is also to 
give someone or something money for an amount 
you owe: [T] We've got to pay the rent. © [T] We 
have so many bills to pay. 
payable /'pei-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] © Please 
make your check payable to Broadway Antiques. 
payee /pei'l:/ n[C] a person to whom money is 
given or owed 
payer /'pei-ar/ n[C] a person who pays or owes 
money that should be paid 
payment /'per-mant/ n [C/U] an amount of 
money paid, or the act of paying © [C] When is the 
first payment due? © [U] Usually we ask for payment 
when the order is placed. 
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pay for 

Remember that pay is usually followed by the 
preposition for if there is a direct object and 
the money is being paid to obtain something. 


You have to pay for the tickets in advance, 
I'm afraid. 
Vout a megane 4! 
afraid: 
If you pay an amount you owe, pay is not fol- 
lowed by a preposition. 
Did you pay the electric bill this month? 


GIVE EARNINGS /pei/ v [I/T] past paid to give 
money to someone that the person has earned for 
work done © [T] We pay our salespeople a salary 
plus a bonus based on their sales. © [1] Construction 
jobs generally pay well. 
pay /pe1/ n[U] ©! asked the boss for a raise in pay. 


USAGE > 
pay, wage, salary, or income? 
Pay is a general word which means the money 
that you receive for working. 

Olive was suspended without pay from her 

job. 
A wage or wages is an amount of money you 
receive each hour, day, or week that you work, 
and is often based on a certain rate of pay per 
hour. 

We spent a week's wages on one dinner out. 
A salary is the total amount of money you re- 
ceive in a year, part of which is usually paid 
once or twice a month. 

His salary is $70, 000. 

Your income is the total amount of money that 
you earn by working or investing money. 

She has a monthly income of $2,400. 


, Sy bj] cls o- 6 


PROFIT /pe1/ v [I] past paid to give a profit, advan- 
tage, or benefit © [+ fo infinitive] It never pays to 
take risks where human safety is concerned. © The 
moral is, “Crime doesn’t pay.” 

PROVIDE /pe1/ v [T] past paid to provide or do 
something © Please pay attention. © It’s always nice 
to be paid a compliment. 


WORD FAMILY pay 


Nouns pay 
payee 


Adjectives unpaid 
payable 
underpaid 


poy, 
repay 


payer 
payment 
repayment 


Verbs 


IDIOMS with pay 


* pay someone a visit to visit someone © Why don’t 
you pay us a visit next time you're in town ? 

epay your dues to earn the right to have some- 
thing because you worked hard © I’ve paid my dues 
for the last 25 years, and now I'm ready for a com- 
fortable retirement. 


d3 jump | j yes | little | 9m hm | °n cotton | 9 sing | { shoe | t meeting | 6 think | d this | tf choose | 3 measure 


peyosce a. 


e pay through the nose (for something) to pay too 
much money for something © /f you drive into the 
city, you have to pay through the nose for parking. 


PHRASAL VERBS with pay 


epay back something [M] to return money to 
someone from whom you have borrowed it © /’l/ 
pay you back as soon as | get my next paycheck. © 
Related noun: PAYBACK MONEY RETURN 

pay down something [M] to reduce a debt © She 
plans to live at home with her mother while she pays 
down her student loan. 

epay off something GIVE MONEY OWED [M] to 
give all of or the last part of an amount that you 
owe © | expect to pay the debt off within two years. 
epay off HAVE SUCCESS to result in success © | 
hope all this work pays off. © Related noun: PAYOFF 
REWARD 

epay off someone MONEY FOR HELP [M] to give 
someone money, often illegally, after the person 
has done something to help you © He paid off the 
inspectors with bribes of $500. © Related noun: PAY- 
OFF MONEY 

pay out (something) to spend money © The fed- 
eral government paid out $7.7 billion as a result of 
damage caused by hurricanes this year. O Related 
noun: PAYOUT 

epay up to give all the money that is owed or 
asked for O Some ballplayers charge fans $10 for 
autographs, and the fans, incredibly enough, pay up. 


payback PUNISHMENT /'per-beek/ n [C/U] an 
action that punishes someone for something bad 
that the person did to you; REVENGE © [U] They 
view the proposed initiative as payback to those sen- 
ators who have not shown enough Republican 
loyalty. 

MONEY RETURN /'‘per-bzek/ n [C usually sing] the 
activity of giving money that is owed, or of getting 
back something for money spent © He ‘Il have a 20- 
year payback on his investment, and the improve- 
ments should last another 20 years after that. © 
Related verb: PAY BACK 


paycheck /'per-tfek/ n [C] a check used to pay 
an employee the amount of money the employee 
has earned 


payday /'per-der/ n [C] the day on which em- 
ployees receive their pay 


payload /'per-loud/ n [C] the amount of explo- 
sive that a MISSILE carries, or the equipment carried 
in a spacecraft 


payment /'per-mant/ n [C/U] © See at PAY GIVE 
MONEY FOR 


payoff REWARD /'per-9:f/ n[C] infm/a result that 
rewards you for your effort or work © After years of 
study, the payoff is supposed to be a good job. © 
Related verb: PAY OFF HAVE SUCCESS 


MONEY /'pet-9:f/ n [C] money paid to someone for 
something that you want done or to not cause you 
trouble © He denied receiving any kickbacks or pay- 
offs for giving a large contract to the company. © 
Related verb: PAY OFF MONEY FOR HELP 


payout /'per-aut/ n [C] an amount of money 
paid to someone © The payout was increased from 
10 cents to 11 cents a share. © Related verb: PAY 
OUT 


pay phone n [C] a public telephone that you 
operate by putting coins into it or by using a spe- 
cial card 


payroll /‘per-roul/ n[C] a list of a company’s em- 
ployees and the amount each earns, or the total 
earnings a business gives to its employees 


PC COMPUTER, pc /pi:'si:/ n [C] abbreviation for PER- 
SONAL COMPUTER (= a small computer used in 
homes and offices) 


CORRECT adj abbreviation for POLITICALLY CORRECT 
pct adv abbreviation for PERCENT 


PDA n [C] abbreviation for personal digital assistant 
(= a very small computer that you can carry with 
you to store information and to do simple com- 
puter jobs) 


PDE n [C/U] abbreviation for 1 portable document 
format (= an electronic way to store pictures and 
text so they can be printed on any computer or 
looked at on the Internet) 2 A PDF is also a com- 
puter file that contains information in PDF form: 
The printable PDF includes six papers and an 
introduction. 


pea /pi:/ n[C] an edible, round, green seed, that 

grows with others in a POD (= outer covering), 
from which they are removed to be cooked as a 
vegetable 


peace NO VIOLENCE /pi:s/ n [U] (a period of) 
freedom from war or violence, esp. when people 
live and work together without violent disagree- 
ments © People don’t like to think about spending 
money on the military in a time of peace. © The coun- 
try has been at peace for 25 years (= not involved 
in war during this period). 
peaceful /'pi:s-fal/ adj [not gradable] © The US is 
promoting a peaceful and rapid solution to the pres- 
ent crisis. 
peaceable /'pi:-sa-bal/ adj [not gradable] not 
liking or involving fighting or argument © The 
group supports peaceable, nonviolent protest. 
peaceably /'pi:-sa-bli/ adv 
CALM /pi:s/ n [U] calm and quiet; freedom from 
worry or annoyance © | need peace and quiet to 
study. 
peaceful /'pi:s-fal/ adj [not gradable] © It’s so 
peaceful by the lake. 
peacefully /'pi:s-fa-li/ adv [not gradable] © She 
died peacefully in her sleep at the age of 90. 
peacefulness /'pi:s-fal-nas/ n [U] 


WORD FAMILY peace 


Nouns peace 


peacefulness 


Adverbs peacefully 
peaceably 


Adjectives peaceful 
peaceable 
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IDIOMS with peace 


eat peace with something/yourself feeling calm 
and relaxed about something or yourself © She 
seems at peace with herself. 

«peace of mind a feeling of calm or not being 
worried © For my peace of mind, please check that 
the door is locked. 


peacekeeping /'pi:s,ki:-pin/ n [U] the main- 
taining of peace, esp. the use of armed forces not 
involved in the disagreement to prevent fighting 
in an area 
peacekeeper /'pi:s ,ki:-par/ n [C] a special sol- 
dier whose only job is to stop violence in a trou- 
bled area O U.N. peacekeepers were brought in to 
the troubled area. 


peacemaker /'pi:s mei-kar/ n [C] a person 
who tries to influence people, organizations, or 
countries to stop fighting or arguing 


peacetime /'pi:s-tam/ n [U] a period when a 
country is not at war 


peach FRUIT /pi:t{/ n [C] a round fruit with 
sweet, juicy, yellow flesh, soft red and yellow skin, 
and a large seed in its center 

COLOR /pi:tf/ adj, n[U] (of) a pink-orange color © 
a set of peach towels 


peacock /'pi:-kak/ n [C] a large bird with long, 
bright, showy, blue and green tail feathers that it 
can spread out 


peak REACH HIGHEST POINT /pi:k/ v [I] to reach 
the highest point, value, or level © Official figures 
show unemployment peaked in November. 
peak /pitk/ n[C] © Kelly is at the peak of her skating 
career. 
peak /pi:k/ adj [not gradable] © During the peak 
season, the population swells with over 50,000 
tourists. 
MOUNTAIN TOP /pi:k/ n [C] the pointed top of a 
mountain, or the mountain itself 


peaked /'pi:-kad/ adj [not gradable] (of a per- 
son) looking slightly ill and often pale 


peal /pi:!/ v [I] to sound loudly © The bells pealed 
from the town hall tower. 
peal /pi:l/ n [C] a loud sound © A peal of thunder 
woke him up. 


peanut /'pi:-nat, -nat/ n [C] a small nut that 
grows in a shell under the ground 


peanut butter 1 [U] a soft food made of 
crushed, ROASTED PEANUTS, that is often spread on 
bread 


peanuts /'pi:-nats, -nats/ p/n infml a very small 
amount of money © They expect us to work for 
peanuts. 


pear /per, pzr/ n [C] a sweet, juicy, yellow or 
green fruit with a round base and slightly pointed 
top 


pear /'p3rl/ n[C] a small, shiny, hard ball, usually 
white or blue-gray, that forms around a grain of 
sand inside some OYSTER shells and is valued as a 
jewel © a string of pearls 


peasant /'pez:ant/ n[C] world history a mem- 
ber of a low social class of farm workers and own- 
ers of small farms 


peat /pi:t/ n [U] partly decayed plant matter, 
used to improve garden dirt or as fuel 


pebble /'peb-al/ n [C] a small stone, made 
smooth by the action of water 


pecan /pr'ka:n, -'keen/ n[C] an edible nut with 
a smooth shell 


peck /pek/ v [I/T] (of a bird) to hit, bite, or pick 
up something with the beak 
peck /pek/ n[C] A peck is also a quick kiss: Aunt 
Velma gave me a peck on the cheek. 


pecking order n[C usually sing] infm/ the or- 
der of importance of people in a group © The 
teachers are so low in the social and economic peck- 
ing order that nobody listens to them. 


peculiar STRANGE /pi'kju:I-jar/ adj [not grada- 
ble] unusual and strange © The copy editor will 
check type size and technical details to see if any- 
thing looks peculiar. 
peculiarity /p1 ,kjus-li: 'aer-at-i/ n [C/U] © [C] The 
owners love the house in spite of its peculiarities (= 
strange characteristics). 


BELONGING TO /pi'kju:l-jar/ adj [not gradable] 
characteristic especially of a particular person, 
group, or thing © Katherine Hepburn’s way of talk- 
ing was peculiar to her. 
peculiarly /pr'kju:l-jar-li/ adv [not gradable] o 
He identifies this social practice as peculiarly Irish. 


peculiarly /p1'kju:|-jar-li/ adv [not gradable] 
very or specially © Her complex writing style makes 
this book peculiarly difficult to read. 


pedagogical /,ped-a'gad3-1-kal, -'goud3-/ adj 
relating to the practice of teaching and its meth- 
ods © The book describes current pedagogical meth- 
ods used in teaching reading. 


pedal /‘ped-9I/ n[C] a small part of a machine or 
vehicle that you can press down with your foot to 
operate the machine or make the vehicle move © 
bicycle pedals © You have to press down hard on the 
gas pedal to get this car up hills. 
pedal /'ped-®l/ v[I/T] © [I/T] He struggled to pedal 
(his bike) up the hill. 


pedantic /pi‘dznt-1k/ adj caring too much 
about unimportant rules or details and not enough 
about understanding or appreciating a subject © 
Professor Harris had a narrow, pedantic approach to 
history that put us to sleep. 


peddle /'ped-@l/ v [T] to sell things, esp. by tak- 
ing them to different places 0 Mrs. Cawthorn ped- 
dled vegetables out of the back of a pickup truck to 
earn a living. 
peddler /'ped-lar/ n [C] a person who sell things 
on the street or by going to people’s houses © His 
grandfather was a street peddler on NY’s Lower East 
Side. 


pedestal /'ped-o-stal/ n [C] a base for a statue, 
or a base for a column © Museum staff plan to re- 
place the cracked pedestal under the statue. 
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Peagestriam 


IDIOM with pedestal 


put someone/something on a pedestal to behave 
as if one person is more important than others © 
We put athletes and movie stars on a pedestal. 


pedestrian WALKER /pe'des-tri:-an/ n [C] a 
person who is walking, esp. in an area where ve- 
hicles go © Bicyclists and pedestrians use the path. 

NOT INTERESTING /pa'des-tri:-an/ adj showing lit- 
tle imagination; not interesting © The lyrics are 
pretty pedestrian. 


pediatrics / pi:d-i:'z-triks/ n [U] the area of 
medicine that deals with children 

pediatric / pi:d-i:'ae-trik/ adj [not gradable] © a 
pediatric nurse 

pediatrician /,pi:d-i:-a'trif-an/ n [C] a doctor 
with special training in medical care for children 


pedicure /‘ped-1,kjur/ n[C] a treatment for the 
feet that involves cutting and sometimes painting 
the nails, and softening or MASSAGING (= rubbing) 
the skin 


pedigree /‘ped-agri:/ n [C] 1 the parents and 
other family members of a particular animal, or a 
record of them © a dog’s pedigree 2 The pedigree 
of a person, idea, or activity is its history: Populism 
and conservatism have strong Southern pedigrees. 


pee /pi:/ v [I] infm/ to excrete urine; to URINATE 
pee /pi:/ n (U] infmi 


peek /pi:k/ v [I] 1 to look, esp. for a short time or 
while trying to avoid being seen © Close your eyes 
and don’t peek. 2 If something peeks out or up, it 
can be partly seen: The dog’s head peeked out from 
behind the tree. 
peek /pi:k/ n [C] © She took a peek down the hall. 


peek-a-boo /'pi:-ka,bu:/ exclamation, n [U] a 
game played with very young children in which 
you hide your face, esp. with your hands, and then 
suddenly take your hands away, saying “peek-a- 
boo” 


peel REMOVE VEGETABLE SKIN /pi:I/ v [T] to re- 
move the skin of fruit and vegetables © Peel, core, 
and chop the apples. 
peel /pi:l/ n [C/U] © [C] banana peels © [U] strips 
of lemon peel 
peeler /'pi:-lar/ n [C] a utensil for removing the 
skin of fruit and vegetables © a vegetable peeler 
REMOVE COVERING /pi:|/ v[I/T] 1 to remove a cov- 
ering slowly and carefully, or of a covering to come 
off o [T always + adv/prep] We peeled the wallpaper 
off the walls. © [1] My back is peeling from that sun- 
burn | got last weekend. 2 If you peel off clothing, 
you take it off: [M] Ramon peeled his sweaty shirt 
off and hung it on a chair to dry. 


peep LOOK /pi:p/ v[I] 1 to look quickly and often 
secretly © He peeped over his shoulder to see if any- 
one was watching. 2 lf something peeps up or out, 
it has just begun to appear: Daisies were peeping 
through the turf. 
peep /pi:p/ n [C usually sing] © Take a peep at 
this (= Look quickly at it). 


SOUND /pi:p/ n [C] a sound, or a spoken word © 
She’s too scared to make a peep. 


peephole /'pi:p-houl/ n [C] a small hole in a 
door or a wall through which you can see to the 
other side 


peer LOOK /pir/ v [I always + adv/prep] to look 
carefully or with difficulty © The judge peered over 
his glasses at the jury. 

EQUAL /pir/ n [C] a person of the same age, the 
same social position, or having the same abilities 
as other people in a group © Getting help from a 
peer is easier than asking a teacher. 
peerless /'pir-las/ adj [not gradable] fm/ better 
than all others © peerless beauty 


peer pressure n[U] the pressure that you feel 
to behave in a certain way because your friends or 
people in your group expect it © There is tremen- 
dous peer pressure among teenagers to dress a cer- 
tain way. 


Peg HANGING DEVICE /peg/ n [C] a small, 
shaped piece of wood or other material on which 
objects can be hung © She hung her apron on the 
peg. 

ATTACHING TOOL /peg/ n [C] a device used to at- 
tach something or hold it in place 

FIX AMOUNT /peg/ v [T] -gg- to fix the amount or 
value of something in relation to something else © 
There's talk of trying to peg the value of the peso to 
the dollar. 

DISCOVER /peg/ v [T] -gg- infm/ to recognize or dis- 
cover what something is; IDENTIFY O They had you 
pegged as a sucker the minute you walked in. 


PHRASAL VERB with peg 


epeg down [M] to fix something in place © The 
tent’s ropes were pegged down by two-foot stakes. 


pejorative /pr'd3o:r-ot-1v, -‘dgar-/ adj fmi in- 
sulting, disapproving, or suggesting that some- 
thing is not good or is of no importance © Is 
“Yankee” a pejorative term? O USAGE: said of words 


pelican /'pel-1-kan/ n[C]a large, fish-eating bird 
with a long beak and a throat that is like a bag 


pellet /'pel-at/ n[C] a small, hard, ball-shaped or 
tube-shaped piece of any substance © shotgun pel- 
lets © plastic pellets 


pelt THROW /pelt/ v [I/T] to throw a number of 
things quickly at someone or something © [T] 
Youths tried to pelt them with stones. 


SKIN /pelt/ n[C] the skin and fur of a dead animal, 
or the skin with the fur removed © rabbit pelts 


pelvis /'pel-vas/ n [C] the bones that form a 
bowl-shaped structure in the area below the waist 
at the top of the legs, to which the leg bones and 
SPINE (= row of bones in the back) are joined 
pelvic /'pel-vik/ adj [not gradable] 


Pen WRITING DEVICE /pen/ n [C/U] a thin device 
with a point used for writing or drawing with ink 
© [C] a fountain/ballpoint/felt-tip pen © [U] You must 
fill out the application in pen (= using a pen). 
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pen /pen/ v [T] -nn- © She penned (= wrote) a 
thank-you note. 

ENCLOSED SPACE /pen/ n [C] a small area sur- 
rounded by a fence in which animals are kept, or 
slang a prison or JAIL 
pen /pen/ v [T] -nn- © Sheep are penned behind 
the barn. 


penal /'pi:n-l/ adj [not gradable] of or con- 
nected with punishment given by law © the penal 
system 
penalize /‘pi:n-*l,aiz, 'pen-/ v [T] to punish 
someone, esp. for breaking the law or a rule O The 
new law penalizes the taxpayers who can least afford 
fo pay. © Boone was penalized for unnecessary 
roughness and thrown out of the game. 
penalty /'‘pen-4l-ti/ n [C] 1 a punishment, esp. 
the usual one, for breaking a law © Repeat offenders 
should face stiff/tough penalties. 2 A penalty is also 
a type of punishment for breaking an agreement 
or not following rules: /f you pay off the loan early, 
they'll charge an extra month's interest as a prepay- 
ment penalty. © When a football team gives up 143 
yards in penalties, they deserve to lose. 


penal code n [C] the system of legal punish- 
ment in a particular place © the Swedish Penal Code 


penance /'pen-ans/ n [C/U] activity that shows 
you regret some previous action, sometimes for 
religious reasons © [U] They are doing penance for 
their sins. 


penchant /‘pen-tfant/ n[C usually sing] a liking 
for or a habit of doing something, esp. something 
that other people might not like © Ives had a pen- 
chant for musical experimentation. 


pencil /'pen-sal/ n [C/U] a thin, usually wooden, 
tube-shaped device for writing or drawing which 
has colored material in the center and a point at 
one end © [C] colored pencils © [U] Make your cor- 
rections in pencil (= using a pencil). 
pencil /‘pen-sal/ v [T] -L-, -Il- 0 [T] She penciled (= 
wrote) the name “Sloan” inside a circle. © [M] Bill 
spent a couple of hours penciling in corrections. 


pencil sharpener n [C] an electric, mechan- 
ical, or small hand-held device for making a sharp 
point on pencils 


pendant /'pen-dant/ n [C] a piece of jewelry 
worn around the neck consisting of a long chain 
with an object hanging from it, or the object itself 


pending /'pen-din/ adj [not gradable] about to 
happen or waiting to happen © His application for 
citizenship was still pending. 
pending /'pen-din/ prep until after © Flights were 
suspended pending an investigation of the crash. 


pendulum /'pen-d3a-lam/ n[C] 1 a device con- 
sisting of a weight hanging on a rod or cord that 
moves from one side to the other, esp. one that 
forms a part of a clock 2 A pendulum is also power 
or control of an activity that changes from one 
group to another: In labor-management relations, 
the pendulum has swung wildly in the direction of 
the players. 
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penetrate MOVE /'pen-a,treit/ v [I/T] to move 
into or through something © [I] The drill isn’t sharp 
enough to penetrate into the rock. 0 [T] Women have 
begun to penetrate a lot of fields that were domi- 
nated by men for centuries. 

penetration /,pen-a'trer-fan/ n [U] © The pro- 
gram’s penetration in Utah schools varies from dis- 
trict to district. 


UNDERSTAND /'pen-9a,trert/ v [1/T] to understand 
something, or to be understood as a result of study 
or INVESTIGATION © [1] Her writing penetrated to the 
heart of contemporary life. 
penetrating /'pen-a,trett-1n/ adj showing a 
very good understanding © a penetrating critique © 
penetrating observations 


penetrating /‘pen-a treit-1n/ adj 1 very loud 
© | heard a penetrating scream. 2 Someone with 
penetrating eyes or a penetrating gaze seems able 
to understand or know you just by looking at you. 


penguin /'pen-gwon, 'pen-/ n [C] a black-and- 

white sea bird found in cold, southern parts of the 
world which cannot fly and swims using its small 
wings 


penicillin /,pen-a'sil-an/ n [U] a type of ANTI- 
BIOTIC (= medicine that kills bacteria) 


land \ 


peninsula 


le 


peninsula /pa'nin-sa-la/ n [C] an area of land 
mostly surrounded by water but connected to a 
larger piece of land © the Monterey Peninsula 


PENINSULA 


penis /'pi:-nas/ n[C] an organ of male mammals 
that is used to excrete urine and for sex 


penitence /'pen-a-tans/ n [U] regret for a mis- 
take and willingness to correct it © He expressed his 
penitence for what he had done. 

penitentiary /,pen-a'ten-tfa-ri/ n [C] a prison 
© a federal/state penitentiary 


penknife /‘pen-naif/ n [C] a small knife with a 
blade that folds into its handle 


penmanship /'pen-man fip/ n [U] the ability 
to write neatly, or the activity of learning to do this 


pen name n [C] an invented name used by a 
writer when he or she publishes something © C. L. 
Dodgson published under the pen name Lewis 
Carroll. 


pennant /'pen-ant/ n [C] a flag shaped like a 
triangle 


penny /'pen-i/ n [C] 1 in the US and Canada, a 
coin worth 1/100th of a dollar; a cent 0 / keep pen- 
nies ina jar. 2 A penny can also mean the smallest 
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amount of money possible or the total cost of 
something: Our insurance didn’t cover a penny of 
our medical bills. 0 It was an expensive meal but 
worth every penny. 

penniless /'pen-i:-las/ adj, adv without any 
money at all © a penniless youth 


IDIOM with penny 


ea penny for your thoughts | would like to know 
what you are thinking © You haven’t said very much 
— a penny for your thoughts. 


pen pal n [C] someone with whom you ex- 
change letters as a hobby, esp. someone in an- 
other country 


pension /'pen-tfan/ n [C] a sum of money paid 
regularly to a person who has RETIRED (= stopped 
working because of having reached a certain age) 


pension fund n [C] a supply of money that 
many people pay into, which is invested in order 
to provide them with a PENSION 


pension plan n [C] a system of investment 
that allows a person or group to receive a PENSION 


pensive /'pen-siv/ adj quiet and thinking seri- 
ously © James was more pensive than usual. 
pensively /'pen-stv-li/ adv © He gazed pensively 
out the window. 


pentagon /'pent-a,gan/ n[C] geometry a flat, 
five-sided shape with five angles » Picture: 
geometry 


Pentagon /'pent-3,gan/ n [U] the building 
where the US Defense Department is based, or the 
US Defense Department itself 


pentatonic scale / pent-a'tan-1k 'skeil/ n[C] 
musica SCALE based on five notes, such as the one 
that uses only the black keys on a piano 


penthouse /'pent-haus/ n [C] p/ penthouses a 
comfortable, expensive apartment or set of rooms 
at the top of a hotel or tall building 


pent-up /'pent'ap/ adj (of feelings) not ex- 
pressed or released © His pent-up anger and frustra- 
tion burst forth. 


peony /'pi:-a-ni/ n [C] a plant with large red, 
pink, or white flowers 


people PERSONS /'pi:-pal/ p/n 1 men, women, 
and children generally; p/ of PERSON © There were 
a lot of people there. © Some people were hurt. 2 
People can refer to a particular group mentioned: 
young/old people © poor/rich people © Those people 
look as if they're lost. 3 When you say the people, 
you mean the large number of ordinary men and 
women who do not have positions of power: The 
president wanted to take his message directly to the 
people. O USAGE: See the usage note at PERSON. 
people /'pi:-pal/ v [T] If a place is peopled by a 
particular type of people, they have moved there 
or live there: Honolulu is peopled by native Hawai- 
ians, Japanese, Chinese, Filipinos, white Americans, 
and others. 


NATION /'pi:-pal/ n[C] a culture or nation o It isa 
custom shared by many Native American peoples. 


Pep /pep/ n [U] infmi energy or enthusiasm © That 
morning she felt full of pep and decided to go for a 
long walk. 


PHRASAL VERB with pep 


*pep up (something/someone) [M] 1 to make 
something more exciting or interesting © Add 
cheese and horseradish to pep up the flavor of 
mashed potatoes. 2 If you pep up someone, or if 
someone peps up, the person starts behaving with 
more energy and enthusiasm: The sight and smell 
of a rose will pep you up. 


pepper SPICE /'pep-ar/ n [U] a black or cream- 
colored spice, often used in powdered form, that 
gives a spicy hot taste to food 

VEGETABLE /'pep-ar/ n [C] a vegetable that is 
green, red, or yellow, having a rounded shape, 
that is hollow with seeds in the middle 

ATTACK /'pep-ar/ v[T] 1 to direct something sud- 
denly and repeatedly at someone, as if attacking 
the person © The mayor was peppered with ques- 
tions from reporters about the municipal corruption 
scandal. 2 To pepper is also to add to something 
in many places: He peppered his speech with jokes. 


peppermint /‘pep-ar,mint/ n [C/U] 1 a 
strong, fresh flavoring from a type of MINT plant 
2 A peppermint is a candy that has the flavor of 
peppermint. 


pepperoni /,pep-a'rou-ni/ n [U] a type of Ital- 
ian SAUSAGE © Do you want pepperoni on your 
pizza? 


pep rally n[C] a gathering of people who want 
to show their support and enthusiasm, esp. for a 
sports team before a game 


pep talk n [C] a short speech intended to en- 
courage someone to make more effort or to think 
more positively © The coach gave them a pep talk 
at halftime. 


peptide /'pep-taid/ n [C] biology a chemical 
that is made of two or more AMINO ACIDS, which 
combine to make PROTEIN (= chemicals that are a 
necessary part of cells) 


per /p3r, par/ prep for each © The speed limit is $5 
miles per hour. © This dish is 225 calories per serving. 


per capita /por'kep-at-a/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] for each person, esp. when considering all of 
the people in a group © New Hampshire ranks sec- 
ond per capita in the percentage of National Guard 
members who served in Iraq. 0 Texas has the most 
state and local government employees on a per-cap- 
ita basis. 


perceive © THINK OF /por'si:v/ v [T] to think 
of something in a particular way © The way people 
perceive the real world is strongly influenced by the 
language they speak. © In those days, crime wasn’t 
even perceived as a problem. 
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perfect 


NOTICE /par'si:v/ v [T] to notice something or 
someone by using sight, sound, touch, taste, or 
smell © / perceived something moving in the 
shadows. 


percent ©) per cent /par'sent/, abbreviation pct, 
symbol % adv [not gradable] for or out of every 100 
© You got 20 percent of the answers right. © Only 
48% of registered voters actually voted in the 
election. 
percentage © /par'sent-1d3/ n [C] an amount 
of something, often expressed as a number out of 
100 © TV ratings are based on the percentage of sets 
tuned to a particular program. 


percentage /par'sent-1d3/ n [U] an improve- 
ment or advantage, esp. when considered against 
other possibilities © There’s no percentage in work- 
ing long hours if you don’t plan to stay in that job. 


perceptible /por'sep-ta-bal/ adj that can be 
seen, heard, felt, tasted, smelled, or noticed © His 
pulse was barely perceptible (= difficult to feel) upon 
arrival at the hospital. 


perception © BELIEF /por'sep:san/ n [C] a 
thought, belief, or opinion, often held by many 
people and based on appearances © Even though 
he had done nothing illegal, the public's perception 
was that he had acted dishonestly, and he was forced 
to resign. 

AWARENESS /por'sep:Jan/ n [U] an awareness of 
things through the physical SENSES, esp. sight 
perceptive /par'sep-tiv/ adj able to notice and 
understand things that many other people do not 
notice © Her books are full of perceptive insights. 


perch /p3rtj/ v [I/T] (of a bird) to rest on a branch 
or other object, or of a person or thing to sit or be 
on the edge or top of something © [T] A baseball 
cap, turned backwards, was perched on his head. 
perch /partJ/ n[C] © From their perches in the tow- 
ers, the prison guards could see the entire prison 
yard, 


percolate /'p3r-kaleit/ v [I] (of a liquid) to 
move through a substance by going through very 
small spaces within it © Underground water had per- 
colated through the soil to form puddles. 
percolator /'par-ka,lert-ar/ n [C] a device for 
making coffee that boils water and forces it up a 
tube and through crushed coffee beans held in a 
container 


percussion /par'kaJ-an/ n [U] musical instru- 
ments, such as drums, that are played by being hit 
with an object or with the hand 


peremptory /pa'remp-ta-ri/ adj fmi having the 
expectation of immediate and complete obedi- 
ence, or to be obeyed without explanation © In his 
usual peremptory manner, he ordered us all into the 
conference room. 


perennial TIME /pa'ren-i:-al/ adj lasting a long 
time, or happening repeatedly or all the time © 
Each year, the nation’s marketers try to answer the 
perennial question, What do consumers really want? 


PLANT /pa'ren:i:-al/ n[C] a plant that lives for more 
than two years © Compare ANNUAL PLANT; 
BIENNIAL 


perestroika / per-o'strar-ka/ n [U] world his- 
tory economic and government REFORMs (= 
changes to make things better) established in the 
Soviet Union in the 1980s 


perfect RIGHT /'par-fikt/ adj 1 complete and 
right in every way; having nothing wrong © The 
car is two years old but it’s in perfect condition. 2 
You can also use perfect to mean complete and 
emphasize the noun that comes after it: / felt like 
a perfect fool when | forgot her name. 
perfect /par 'fekt/ v [T] to make something per- 
fect © She practices tennis whenever she can, hoping 
to perfect her serve. 
perfectly /'par-fik-tli/ adv 1 extremely well; ina 
perfect way © He managed everything perfectly. 2 
Perfectly can also mean very or completely: | want 
to make it perfectly clear that | have no intention of 
selling this company. 
perfection /par'fek: fan/ n (U] 1 She is a superb 
violinist, and combines technical perfection with an 
exciting performance style. 2 \f something is done 
to perfection, it is done very well and happens ex- 
actly as planned: /n the last few minutes of the foot- 
ball game, they tried a trick play, and it worked to 
perfection. 
perfectionist /por'fek-fa-nast/ n [C] a person 
who wants very much to get every detail exactly 
right © As a film director, Alfred Hitchcock had the 
reputation of a perfectionist. 


WORD CHOICES perfect — Yea 


If something is perfect because it has no mis- 
takes or anything bad, you can use adjectives 
such as faultless, flawless, immaculate, and 
impeccable. 
They gave a faultless performance. 
The house was always in immaculate 
condition. 
His English is impeccable. 
She has a flawless complexion. 
The adjective ideal is sometimes used to de- 
scribe something that is perfect for a particular 
purpose. 
The book is ideal for children aged between 
four and Six. 
In informal situations, if you want to describe 
something such as a job, house, etc., which is 
perfect for you, you can describe it as a dream 
job, dream house, etc. 
A pretty cottage on the lake — that would be 
my dream home. 


BEST /'p3r-fikt/ adj exactly right for a particular pur- 
pose or situation; being the best possible © /t was 
a warm, sunny day, a perfect afternoon for a 
ballgame. 

GRAMMAR /'p3r-fikt/ adj [not gradable] grammar 
having the tense of a verb that shows action that 
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has happened in the past or before another time 
or event and has continued up to the present or 
up to a particular point © See also: PRESENT PER- 
FECT; FUTURE PERFECT; PAST PERFECT 


WORD FAMILY perfect 


Nouns perfection 
imperfection 
perfectionist 


Adjectives perfect 
imperfect 


Adverbs __ perfectly 


Verbs perfect 


perforated /'p3r-fo,reit-od/ adj [not gradable] 
(of a surface) having a hole or holes in it © He was 
taken to the hospital to have emergency surgery for 
a perforated stomach ulcer. 
perforation /,p3r-fa'rer-fan/ n [C] © The perfo- 
rations (= very small holes) make it easy to remove 
checks from your checkbook. 


perform DO /per'fo:rm/ v [I/T] 1 to do an ac- 
tion or piece of work © [T] The operation was per- 
formed with the patient under general anesthesia. 2 
If something performs well or badly, it operates 
satisfactorily or does not operate satisfactorily: [I] 
The car performed poorly during the tests. 
performance /par'fa:r-mans/ n[U] 1 the act of 
doing something, such as your job © If the accident 
happened during the performance of his regular du- 
ties, he’s covered by disability insurance. 2 Perfor- 
mance also refers to how well an activity or job is 
done: With a record of 2 wins and 3 defeats, the 
team’s performance has been disappointing. 


ENTERTAIN /por 'fo:rm/ v [I/T] to entertain people 
by singing, dancing, playing music, etc. © [T] The 
magician performed a number of tricks that had us 
gasping in surprise. 
performance /par 'fo:r-mans/ n [C] © Her per- 
formance in the play won rave reviews. 
performer /par'fo:r-mar/ n [C] © By the age of 
12, she was a seasoned circus performer. 
performing /par 'fo:r-min/ adj [not gradable] 


WORD FAMILY perform 


Nouns performance 
performer 


Adjectives performing 
Verbs 


perform 


performance art n [U] art art that consists 
only of a person or group performing something 
and that does not exist apart from when it is being 
performed 


performing arts p/n acting, singing, danc- 

ing, and other forms of public entertainment © 
Season tickets to the theater are a perfect gift for 
someone who loves the performing arts. 


perfume /'psr-fju:m, par 'fjuim/ n [C/U] a liquid 
produced and sold for its strong, pleasant smell, 
often used on the skin © [U] She put a few drops of 
perfume on the back of her neck. 


perfunctory /por'fag-ta-ri/ adj done quickly 
and without showing that you care or have much 
interest O She asked a few perfunctory questions 
about my family and then ended the conversation. 


perhaps /por'heps, pa'reeps/ adv [not grada- 
ble] used to show that something is possible or 
that you are not certain about something; MAYBE 
© Perhaps the greatest swimming coach in history, 
Kiphuth retired after 41 years at Yale. © Soon, per- 
haps as early as this week, she is to testify in the trial. 


peril /‘per-al/ n [C/U] fm! danger, or something 
that is dangerous © [U] The president said that we 
are entering a time of great peril. 
perilous /'per-a-las/ adj fmi dangerous 


perimeter /po'rim-st-ar/ n [C] 1 the outer 
edge of an area or the border around it © Several 
bombs landed near the perimeter of the airport. 2 
geometry The perimeter is the outer edge of a flat 
shape or area. 3 geometry Perimeter is also the 
distance around the outer edge of a flat shape. 


PERIMETER 


period © TIME /‘pir-i:-ed/ n [C] 1 a length of 
time © The study will be carried out over a six-month 
period. 2 A period in the life of a person or in his- 
tory is a particular time during that life or history: 
The period after World War II was marked by rapid 
economic growth. 3 A period is a division of time 
in an event of fixed length, such as a day at school 
or a game: There was no scoring in the second pe- 
riod. 4 physics A period is the time it takes for one 
complete repetition of a pattern that repeats. A 
second is used as the standard unit in most areas 
of science. 5 Period costume/dress/furniture is the 
clothing or furniture of a particular time in history: 
At the Revolutionary War theme park, everyone was 
wearing period costumes. 
periodic © /,pir-i:'ad-ik/, periodical /,pir-i: 
‘ad-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] 1 happening repeat- 
edly although not necessarily frequently © He suf- 
fers periodic mental breakdowns. 2 physics A 
pattern or other event is periodic if it repeats at 
periods of time that are equal. 
periodically © /,pir-i:'ad-1-kli/ adv [not grad- 
able] © The equipment should be tested periodically 
(= repeatedly at regular times). 

MARK /'pir-i:-ad/ n[C] 1 a mark (.) used in writing 
to show where the end of a sentence is, or to show 
that the letters before it are an ABBREVIATION (= 
short word form) 2 infm/ You can say period at the 
end of a statement as a way of adding emphasis: 
There will be no more shouting, period! 


BLEEDING /'pir-i:-od/, menstrual period /‘men- 
Stral ,pir-i:-ad, -stra-wal-/ n [C] the bleeding from 
a woman’s uterus that happens approximately 
every four weeks when she is not pregnant 

REPEATED EVENT /'pir-i:-ad/ n[C] science the time 


needed to complete a regularly repeating event or 
series of events 


z bat | ahot | ar bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


697 permit 


periodic /,pir-i:'ad-1k/ adj [not gradable] sci- 
ence happening repeatedly in a fixed pattern 
periodicity /,pir-i:-a‘dis-at-i/ n [U] science the 
tendency of an event or series of events to happen 
repeatedly in a fixed pattern 

ROW /'ptr-i:-ad/ n[C] chemistry any of the rows in 
the PERIODIC TABLE of chemical elements 


periodical / p1r-i:'ad-1-kal/ n [C] a magazine 
that is published regularly © The library subscribes 
to a number of periodicals dealing with the arts and 
sciences. 


periodic table n [U] chemistry a list of the 
symbols of all the chemical elements arranged in 
rows and COLUMNS down a page 


peripheral nervous system /pa'nf.s: 
ral 'nar-vas ,sis:tam/ n[C] biology the part of the 
NERVOUS SYSTEM that includes all the nerves in the 
body outside the brain and the SPINAL CORD 


periphery /pa'nf-a-ri/ n (C usually sing] the 
outer edge of an area O We've planted 50 small 
trees around the periphery of the property. 
peripheral /pa'rif-a-ral/ adj 1 not central or of 
main importance © First of all, we had to find out 
who the thief was - getting the money back was a 
peripheral issue. 2 Peripheral vision is what you can 
see to the sides of what you are looking at. 
peripheral /pa'rif-a-ral/ n [C] a piece of equip- 
ment, such as a printer, that can be connected to 
a computer 


periscope /'per-a skoup/ n [C] a vertical tube 
containing mirrors that can give you a view of 
what is above you when you look through the bot- 
tom of the tube © The periscope of the submarine 
was visible just above the surface of the water. 


perish /'per-1{/ v [I] to die, esp. as a result of an 
accident, violence, or war © Without this assistance, 
thousands of refugees would perish from hunger and 
neglect. 
perishable /'per-1-fa-bal/ adj Food that is per- 
ishable has to be used quickly or it will decay so 
that you cannot eat it: He owns one of the largest 
distributors of perishable foods. 


peristalsis /per-a'stal-sas, -'sto:l-, -'stael-/ n [U] 

biology the repeated movements made in the 
tube that carries food away from the stomach, 
which push food and waste through the body 


perjury /'p3r-d3a-ri/ n[U] law the crime of telling 
a lie in court after promising formally to tell the 
truth 
perjure /'p3r-d3ar/ v[T] law Perjuring yourself (= 
Telling a lie in court) is a criminal offense. 


perk ADVANTAGE /park/ n [C] infml a special ad- 
vantage or benefit, in addition to the money you 
are paid, that you are given because of your job © 
Free child care for preschool children of employees 
was a popular perk. 

MAKE COFFEE /pa3rk/ v[!/T] (of boiling water or cof- 
fee) to move up a tube in a PERCOLATOR (=a type 
container for making coffee) when the coffee is 
being made © [I] The coffee had begun to perk. 


PHRASAL VERB with perk 


eperk up (something/someone) [M] 1 to make 
something more interesting or exciting, or to be- 
come this way © The city is trying to perk up the 
business district by planting trees. 2 If someone 
perks up or you perk someone up, the person be- 
comes more energetic and happier: She perked up 
considerably when her sister arrived. 


perky /'psr-ki/ adj showing a lot of energy in a 
happy, confident way © Kimberly burst in with a 
crowd of perky teenagers. 


perm /p3rm/, permanent (wave) /'p3r-ma-nant 
('‘weiv)/ n[C] a chemical process that makes a per- 
son’s hair curly 
perm /p3rm/ v [T] © Tiffany got her hair permed. 


permanent /'p3r-ma-nant/ adj [not gradable] 
lasting for a long time or forever © Are you looking 
for a temporary job or something permanent? © He 
entered the United States in 1988 as a permanent 
resident with a green card. 
permanently /'p3r-ma-nant-li/ adv [not grada- 
ble] © The accident left him permanently paralyzed. 
permanence /'p3r-ma-nans/ n [U] 


permeable /‘p3r-mi:-2-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
science allowing liquids or gases to go through 
permeability /,p3r-mi:-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] science 


permeate /'p3r- mi: ,e1t/ v[T] to spread through 
something and be present in every part of it © The 
smell of detergent and bleach permeated the air. 


permission /par'm1f-an/n[U] the act of a..ow- 
ing someone to do something, or of allowing 
something to happen © Parents have to give their 
permission for their children to go on school trips. © 
[+ to infinitive] We had to get permission (= ap- 
proval) from the city to build an extension to our 
house. 

permissible /par'mis:a-bal/ adj © It is no longer 
permissible for athletic programs in universities to 
give a lot more money for men’s sports than for 
women’s sports. 

permissive /par'mis-1v/ adj esp. disapproving al- 
lowing a wide range of choices, esp. in an area 
where there have traditionally been rules that had 
to be obeyed © The neighbors thought they were 
too permissive with their children, letting them stay 
up so late at night. 

permissiveness /par'mis-1v-nas/ n [U] 


permit /par'mit/ v [T] -tt- to allow something, 
or make something possible © Playing loud music 
is not permitted after 10 pm. 
permit /'p3r-mit, par'mit/ n [C] an official doc- 
ument that allows you to do something © Do you 
have a permit to park here? 
permitting /par'mit-1g/ adj [only after n] used 
to show that an activity depends on an uncertain 
condition O Weather permitting (= if the weather is 
good enough), the picnic will be next Saturday. 


WORD FAMILY permit 
Nouns permissiveness Adjectives permissible 


permission impermissible 
permit permissive 
Verbs permit df pss 
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permutation /,p3r-mju:'ter-fan/ n[C] math- 
ematics any of the various arrangements in which 
a set of objects can be organized 


pernicious /por'n1J-as/ adj having a very harm- 
ful effect or influence © The book focuses on the 
pernicious effects of slavery. 


peroxide /po'rak sard/ n [U] HYDROGEN PER- 
OXIDE 


perpendicular /,per- pan 
‘dik-ja-lar/ adj [not gradable] 
1 geometry at an angle of 
90° to another line or surface 
© Two perpendicular lines form 
a right angle. 2 Perpendicular 
is also standing or rising 
straight up: The cliff was 
nearly perpendicular and im- 
possible to climb. 


perpetrate /'p3r-po,treit/ v [T] to commit a 
crime or other harmful act © We will find the person 
who perpetrated this crime. 
perpetrator /'p3r-pa,treit-ar/ n [C] © He prom- 
ised vigorous action against the perpetrators of this 
crime. 


perpetual /por'pets-o-wal/ adj [not gradable] 
continuing forever, or happening all the time © 
They lived in perpetual fear of being discovered. © 
She resented his perpetual complaining about her 
cooking. 
perpetually /por'petJ-a-wa-li/ adv [not grada- 
ble] o She is perpetually late. 


perpetuate /per'pet{-o,weit/ v [T] to cause 
something to continue © The movie perpetuates ste- 
reotypes of small-town life. 


perpetuity /,psr-pa'tu:-at-i/ n fmi forever o 
Wildlife areas have to be maintained in perpetuity. 


perplex /por'pleks/ v [T] to cause someone to 
be confused or uncertain over something that is 
not understood © The symptoms of the disease have 
continued to perplex her doctors. 
perplexed /par'plekst/ adj © just when it ap- 
peared that interest rates were headed up, they fell, 
leaving some analysts clearly perplexed. 


per se /p3r'ser/ adv [not gradable] by or of itself 
O It is not a pretty town per se, but it is where my 
family comes from, so | like it. 


persecute /'p3r-si,kju:t/ v [T] to treat people 
unfairly or cruelly over a period of time because of 
their race, religion, etc. 0 She claimed the govern- 
ment was persecuting its opponents. 
persecution /,par-sr'kjuz:fan/ n [U] © political/ 
religious persecution 

persecutor /'p3r-si ,kju:t-ar/ n [C] © Given the 
chance, victims may seek revenge on_ their 
persecutors. 


persevere / p3r-sa'vir/ v[I] to try to do or con- 
tinue doing something in a determined way, de- 
spite difficulties © If | had persevered, | probably 
would have gotten the job. 
perseverance /,p3r-sa'vir-ans/ n[U] © Persever- 
ance accounts for much of their success. 


PERPENDICULAR 
LINES 


persist © /por'sist, -'zist/ v [I] to continue to 
exist past the usual time, or to continue to do 
something in a determined way even when facing 
difficulties or opposition © /f the pain persists, con- 
sult a doctor. © Although the meeting had ended, she 
persisted in trying to question the mayor. 
persistence @ /par'sis-tans, -'z1s-/ n [U] © A 
problem with pesticides is the persistence of chemi- 
cals in the soil. © His persistence paid off - he won 
the contract. 
persistent © /por'sis-tant, -'z1s-/ adj © a persis- 
tent cough © persistent rumors 
persistently © /par'sts-tant-li, -'z1s-/ advo The 
rains persistently fell. 


person /'p3r-son/ n [C] p/ people, persons 1 a 
man, woman, or child © Nei! Armstrong was the first 
person to set foot on the moon. © The auditorium 
can seat about 500 people. © The plane crashed just 
after takeoff, killing all 29 persons aboard. 2 Person 
is also used when describing someone’s character 
or personality: | don’t think of him as a book person 
(= someone who likes books). © She’s nice enough 
as a person, but she’s not right for the job. O USAGE: 
In formal writing, the plural “persons” is some- 
times preferred over “people,” but “persons” is 
also used in news reports — At least 30 persons are 
dead or missing - and in the phrase “person or per- 
sons” when the number of people is not known — 
We expect to catch the person or persons responsible. 


IDIOM with person 


ein person by meeting with someone rather than 
talking on the phone, e-mailing, or writing to the 
person © You must apply for the license in person. 


persona /par'sou-na/ n [C] pi personas, per- 
sonae 1 the particular type of character that a per- 
son seems to have, which is often different from 
the real or private character that person has © the 
senator’s public persona 2 literature A persona is 
also the voice in which an author writes a story or 
poem 


personable /'p3r-so-na-bal/ adj having a pleas- 
ing and attractive manner © She is an intelligent 
and personable young woman. 


personal /'p3r-son-4l/ adj 1 relating or belong- 
ing to a single or particular person © | think you 
have a personal responsibility to know when to stop. 
© That’s my personal opinion. O He was given one 
hour to pack his personal belongings_and leave. 2 
Personal is also used to refer to your body: Students 
are taught about personal hygiene. 3 A personal ac- 
tion is one that is done by someone directly rather 
than by someone else: The governor made a per- 
sonal appearance at the hospital. 4 Personal also 
means private or relating to someone’s private life: 
Simon’s songs are intensely personal. © He’s got 
problems in his personal life. S$ Personal also refers 
to an intentionally offensive or critical remark 
about someone’s character or appearance: There’s 
no need to get personal. 
personalize /'p3r-san-*l aiz/ v [T] 1 to make 
something specially suitable for a particular person 
© We try to personalize these stories for the people 
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who are listening. 2 \f you personalize an issue, you 
talk about how it relates to particular people: In his 
description, he personalizes the plight of the home- 
less. 3 Objects that are personalized have your 
name or something else you choose on them: per- 
sonalized checks © personalized license plates 4 If 
you personalize an argument or discussion, you 
Start to criticize the other person’s faults instead of 
discussing the facts: We shouldn't personalize these 
negotiations. 

personally /'p3r-san-l-i/ adv 1 Personally can 
refer to yourself or your own opinion: Personally, | 
think their marriage won’t last. © /I haven’t been 
there personally, but I’ve read a lot about it. 2 If you 
do something personally, you do it yourself rather 
than asking someone else to do it: He plans to per- 
sonally direct the fund-raising drive. © He believes 
that parents should be made personally responsible 
for their children’s behavior. 3 Personally also refers 
to an intentionally offensive remark about some- 
one’s character or appearance or which is under- 
stood as being critical: Please don’t take this 
personally, but | think you need to brush your teeth. 


WORD FAMILY personal 


Adjectives personal 
impersonal 


Nouns 


person 
personality 
personification orp. 


personalize 
personify 


Adverbs personally 


personal ad, short form personal n [C] a short 
advertisement about yourself that you put in a 
newspaper or magazine in order to meet a roman- 
tic partner 


personal computer, abbreviation PC n[C] a 
small computer used in homes and offices 


personality /,p3r-sa'nzl-at-i/ n [C/U] 1 the 
special combination of qualities in a person that 
makes that person different from others, as shown 
by the way the person behaves, feels, and thinks 
© [C] She has a cheerful, attractive personality. © [U] 
Personality is formed at a very early age. 2 A per- 
sonality is also a famous person, esp. in popular 
entertainment or sports: [C] a TV personality 


personal pronodn n [C] (in grammar) a 
word such as “I,” “you,” or “they,” that refers to 
a person in speech or in writing 


personify /par'san-a,fai/ v [T] 1 to be a person 
who is a perfect example of a thing or quality © 
The senator personifies Washington, DC, to many 
people. 2 lf a particular quality or idea is personi- 
fied, it is represented in the form of a person: In 


Greek myth, love is personified by the goddess 
Aphrodite. 

personification /par ,san-a-fi'ker-fan/ n[U} lit- 
erature the description of an object or an idea as 
if it had human characteristics © They paid tribute 
to the artist as “the personification of excellence.” 


personnel /,p3r-sa'nel/ pin the people working 
in an organization or for a particular type of em- 
ployer © Saturday was the most convenient day for 
students, parents, and school personnel. © military 
personnel 
personnel /,p3r-sa'nel/ n [U] HUMAN RE- 
SOURCES 


perspective © VIEW /por'spek-tiv/ n[C/U] 1 
a particular way of viewing things that depends on 
one’s experience and personality © [C] He brings a 
new perspective to the job. © [C] From a social per- 
spective, | am very much a liberal, although my eco- 
nomic policies are very conservative. 2 Perspective 
also means the ability to consider things in relation 
to one another accurately and fairly: [U] With more 
maturity and experience, you will gradually acquire 
perspective. 3 If something is in perspective, it is 
considered as part of a complete situation so that 
you have an accurate and fair understanding of it: 
Let’s try to talk about both sides of the issue and put 
it in perspective. 

ART /par 'spek-tiv/ n [U] art the method by which 
solid objects drawn or painted on a flat surface are 
given the appearance of depth and distance 


perspire /poar'spair/ v [I] fmi to excrete a salty, 
colorless liquid through the skin which cools the 
body; SWEAT . 
perspiration /,p3r-spa'rei-fan/ n[U] fm/o Beads 
of perspiration glistened on his forehead. 


persuade /par'sweid/ v [T] to cause people to 
do or believe something, esp. by explaining why 
they should © The government is trying to persuade 
consumers to save more. © She tried to persuade 
them that they should leave. 
persuasion /par'swer-3an/ n [U] 1 Most of the 
time he gets what he wants with gentle persuasion. 
2 writing Persuasion is also a form of speech or 
writing that uses argument or emotion to make 
the listener or reader believe what the author is 
saying. 
persuasive /par'swet-siv, -z1v/ adj © a persuasive 
argument 


WORD FAMILY persuade 


Nouns 


persuasion Verbs persuade 


dissuade 


Adjectives persuasive 


vanishing 
point 


PERSPECTIVE 
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WORD CHOICES persuade es 


The phrasal verb talk someone into doing 
something can be used instead of “persuade.” 
She managed to talk me into going along. 
The verbs cajole or coax are often used when 
someone persuades a person to do something 
by saying nice things to that person. 
He really knows how to cajole people into 
doing what he wants. 
A mother was coaxing her reluctant child to 
get into the water. 
If someone persuades a person that something 
is true, you could use the verb convince. 
The lawyer convinced the jury of the man’s 
innocence. 
The verb dissuade means “to persuade some- 
one not to do something.” 
I tried to dissuade her from leaving. 


persuasion /por'swer-3an/ n[C] a particular set 
of beliefs, esp. religious or political ones © People 
of all religious persuasions are welcome. 


pert /part/ adj [not gradable] 1 (esp. of a young 
woman) energetic, enthusiastic, and confident 2 
Pert can also mean small and attractive: a pert nose 
3 Pert can also mean too confident and not show- 
ing respect: a pert reply 


pertain to something /par'tein,tu:, -,tu, 
-ta/ phrasal verb to relate to or have a connection 
with something © regulations pertaining to high- 
tech industries © Seaweed’s properties, as they per- 
tain to skin care, are still in dispute. 


pertinent /'part-2n-ant/ adj relating directly to 
the subject being considered; RELEVANT © a perti- 
nent question 


perturbed /par'tarbd/ adj fm! worried or trou- 
bled © Ms. McCurdy was too perturbed to pay 
attention. 


peruse /pa'ru:z/ v [T] 1 to read or look at some- 
thing in a relaxed way © He opened the newspaper 
and perused the sports pages. 2 Peruse can also 
mean to read carefully in a detailed way. 


pervade /par'veid/ v [T] to spread through all 
parts of something © The influence of the early jazz 
musicians pervades American music. 
pervasive /por'vei-siv, -ziv/ adj © a pervasive 
smell of insecticide © pervasive political corruption 


perverse /par'v3rs/ adj having the effect of be- 
ing, or intended to be, the opposite of what is 
usually expected or considered reasonable © Some- 
times | think he refuses to cooperate just to be per- 
verse. O She takes perverse pleasure in shocking 
people. 


pervert CHANGE /per'vart/ v [T] to change 
something from its correct use or original purpose 
© These journalists are perverting the news. © The 
will of the people is being perverted by their elected 
representatives. 


perverted /par'vart-ad/ adj He used a perverted 
form of nationalism to incite anger among the crowd. 
perversion /par'v3r-3an/ n [C/U] © [C] What 
we're being shown here is not normal family life, it’s 
a perversion of that. 

UNNATURAL PERSON /'p3r-vart/ n [C] a person 
whose sexual behavior is considered unnatural and 
morally wrong 
perverted /par'vart-od/ adj 
perversion /par'var-3an/ n [C/U] sexual behav- 
ior that is considered unnatural and morally wrong 


pesky /'pes:ki/ adj infmi annoying or causing trou- 
ble © No matter how often | weed the garden, those 
pesky weeds keep coming back. 


pessimism /'pes-2,miz-am/ n[U] the tendency 
to see the bad side of things or to expect the worst 
in any situation © There has been a mood of growing 
pessimism about the nation’s economy. © Compare 
OPTIMISM 
pessimist /'pes-a:-mast/ n [C] © How come you're 
such a pessimist? 
pessimistic /,pes-a'mis-tik/ adj © She’s pretty 
pessimistic about her chances (= thinks her chances 
are not good). 


pest /pest/ n [C] 1 an insect or small animal that 
is harmful or damages crops © The aphid is a garden 
pest. 2 infml A pest is also an annoying person, esp. 
a child: My brother is such a pest. 


pester /'pes-tar/ v [T] to annoy someone by do- 
ing or asking for something repeatedly © The kids 
keep pestering me to buy them a new video game. 


pesticide /'pes-to,said/ n [C] a chemical sub- 
stance used to kill harmful insects, small animals, 
wild plants, and other unwanted organisms © 
Compare INSECTICIDE 


pestilence /'pes-ta-lens/ n [C/U] fm a disease 
that spreads quickly and kills large numbers of 
people 


pestle /'pes-al, ‘pes-t@l/ n [C] a tool used for 
crushing substances into a powder 


pesto /'pes-tou/ n [U] a green sauce used in Ital- 
ian cooking, esp. on pasta 


pet ANIMAL /pet/ n[C] an animal that is kept in 
the home as a companion and treated affection- 
ately © She has several interesting pets, including a 
couple of snakes. 


LIKED /pet/ adj [not gradable] especially liked or 
personally important © The legislation will face 
strong opposition from senators whose pet projects 
would be cut back. 

TOUCH /pet/ v [I/T] -tt- to touch an animal or per- 
son gently and affectionately with the hands © [T] 
Our dog loves to be petted and tickled behind the 
ears. 


petal /'pet-2l/ n (C] any of the usually brightly 
colored parts that together form most of a flower 
© rose petals 


peter out / pi:t-9'ravt/ phrasal verb to be re- 
duced gradually so that nothing is left © We 
thought the storm would peter out. 
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petite /pa'ti:t/ adj 1 of smaller than average 
height 2 Petite is also a size of clothing for small 
women. 


petition /pa'tis-an/n[C] a document signed by 
a large number of people requesting some action 
from the government or another authority, or law 
a formal letter to a court of law requesting a par- 
ticular legal action © More than 2000 people signed 
a petition to protect a wildlife area from develop- 
ment. © (law) She’s filing a petition for divorce. 
petition /pa'tis-an/ v [I/T] © [T] They plan to pe- 
tition the governor to increase funding for the project. 


pet name n[C] an informal, affectionate name 
given to someone by family or friends © Bruce's pet 
name for Noelle is “Otter,” which can be embar- 
rassing when other people hear it. 


pet peeve /'pet-: 'pi:v/ n [C] something that es- 
pecially annoys you © Weak coffee is one of my pet 
peeves. 


petrified /'pet-ra fard/ adj very frightened o As 
soon as they got on the stage they were petrified with 
fright. 


petrochemical / pe-trou'kem-1-kal/ n[C] any 
chemical substance obtained from PETROLEUM or 
natural gas 


petrol /'pe-tral/ n [U] Br GAS LIQUID FUEL 


petroleum /pa'trou-li:-am/ n [U] a dark, thick 
oil obtained from under the ground and made into 
fuels such as GAS and heating oil, and used in mak- 
ing plastics 


petty SMALL /'pet-i/ adj small or of little impor- 
tance © a petty thief © | don’t have time for petty 
matters like that. 

SELFISH /'pet-i/ adj selfish and mean, esp. because 
of having too much interest in small and unim- 
portant matters © The women in the story are petty 
and hateful. 
pettiness /'pet-i:-nas/ n [U] 


petty cash n[U] asmall amount of money kept 
for buying cheap items, esp. in an office 


petulant /‘petf-a-lant/ adj easily angered or an- 
noyed, esp. in a rude way © He plays the part of a 
petulant young man in the film. 


petunia /pr'tu:n-ja/ n [C] a plant with white, 
pink, or purple, bell-shaped flowers 


Pew /pju:/ n[C] along, wooden seat with a back 
in a church, usually forming one of a number of 
rows facing the ALTAR in the front 


pewter /'pju:t-ar/ n [U] a blue-gray metal that is 
a mixture of TIN and LEAD 


PG adj abbreviation for parental guidance © USAGE: 
Used in the US for movies that some parents might 
think unsuitable for their children. © Compare G 
MOVIE; NC-17; R MOVIE 


PG-13 adj [not gradable] (of movies) possibly un- 
suitable for children under the age of 13 because 


of sex, violence, or bad language © Compare G 
MOVIE; NC-17; R MOVIE 


PH /pi:‘eit{/ n[C usually sing] chemistry, biology 
a number in a range from 0 to 14 that shows how 
strong an acid or an ALKALI a substance is 


phagocyte /'fzeg-a,sait/ n [C] biology a cell 
that gets rid of bacteria and other cells that cause 
harm by absorbing them 


phagocytosis / fzg-a,sat'tou-sas/ n [U] biol- 
ogy the process by which PHAGOCYTES absorb and 
get rid of harmful bacteria 


phantom /‘feent-am/ n [C] 1 something that 
appears or seems to exist but is not real or is imag- 
ined 2 A phantom is also a GHOST. 


pharmaceutical /,far-ma'su:t-1-kal/ adj [not 
gradable] connected with the science, prepara- 
tion, and production of medicines © the pharma- 
ceutical industry 
pharmaceutical /,far-ma'su:t-1-kal/ n [C] 1 a 
drug that is made by a big drug company © Dozens 
of pharmaceuticals have been detected in minute 
quantities in treated wastewater. 2 infml A pharma- 
ceutical is also a big drug company: Don’t expect 
major pharmaceuticals to let reforms pass without a 
well-funded political fight. 


pharmacist /'far-ma-sast/, druggist n [C] a 
person who is trained in the preparation of medi- 
cines © Rachel is studying to be a pharmacist. 
pharmacy /'far-ma-si/ n [C] a store or a part of 
a store where medicines are prepared and sold 


pharynx /‘fer-inks/ n [C] pl pharynges biology 
the soft part at the top of the throat which con- 
nects the mouth and nose to the throat 


phase /feiz/ n[C] 1 any stage in a series of events 
or in a process of development © The project is only 
in its first phase of planning, so we haven't yet es- 
tablished the cost. 2 The phases of the moon are 
the regular changes in its shape as it appears to 
people on earth. 3 physics A phase is one of the 
forms in which matter can exist, such as solid, liq- 
uid, or a gas. 4 physics A phase is also one of the 
stages or points in a repeating process measured 
from a specific starting point. 


PHRASAL VERBS with phase 


e phase something in [M] to introduce something 
gradually in stages © We start phasing in the new 
software this week. 

phase something out [M] to gradually stop using 
something © The airlines are phasing out any air- 
craft that is more than 20 years old. 


Ph.D. n [C] abbreviation for doctor of philosophy (= 
the highest college degree or a person having this) 
© He earned a Ph.D. in physics from Northwestern 
University. 


pheasant /‘fez-ant/ n [C/U] a large bird with a 
rounded body and long tail, sometimes hunted as 
a sport and eaten as food 
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phenolphthalein / final '@zel-i:-an,  -'@zel 
‘iin, -'eel-/ n [U] science a substance that is col- 
orless when it is mixed with an acid and pink or 
red when mixed with an ALKALI 


phenomenon © EXPERIENCE /fi'nam-a 
\nan, -nan/ n [C] pi phenomena anything that is 
or can be experienced or felt, esp. something that 
is noticed because it is unusual or new © We dis- 
cussed the ever-growing popularity of talk radio, and 
wondered how to explain this phenomenon. 

SPECIAL PERSON/THING /f1'nam-a,nan, -nan/ n[C 
usually sing] p/ phenomenons someone or some- 
thing special, esp. because it is completely differ- 
ent or extremely unusual © He was a kind of 
phenomenon, an actor running for president. 
phenomenal @ /f1'nam-an-9l/ adj unusually 
great; much more or much better © Angela can do 
a phenomenal amount of work in one day. © He has 
a phenomenal memory. 
phenomenally /f1'nam-an-4l-i/ adv © Her first 
play was phenomenally successful. 


phenotype /‘fi:-no,taip/ n [C] biology all the 
characteristics of a living thing, especially the qual- 
ities that you can see, for example the color of the 
hair and eyes, the weight, etc. 


philanthropy /fo'lzn-érs-pi/ n [U] the giving 
away of money, esp. in large amounts, to organi- 
zations that help people © Minnesota has long been 
considered a beacon of philanthropy. 
philanthropic /,fil-on'@rap-1k/ adj © a philan- 
thropic organization 
philanthropist /fa'lan-é6ra-past/ n [C] © As a 
philanthropist he donated substantial sums to many 
educational and charitable institutions. 


philistine /'fil-9,sti:n, fa'lis ,tiin/ n [C] disapprov- 
ing a person who enjoys only popular entertain- 
ment but does not appreciate art, literature, or 
music of high quality 


philodendron / f1l-2'den-dran/ n[C] a climb- 
ing plant with leaves that are usually green and 
heart-shaped 


philosophy © /fa'las-a-fi/ n [C/U] 1 the study 
of the nature of reality and existence, of what it is 
possible to know, and of right and wrong behav- 
ior, or a particular set of beliefs of this type © [C] 
the philosophy of Kant © [U] Id like to take a course 
in philosophy next semester. 2 The philosophy of a 
subject is a group of theories and ideas related to 
the understanding of that subject: [U] the philos- 
ophy of language/science 3 A philosophy is also the 
beliefs you have about how you should behave in 
particular situations in life: [C] /t was always my 
philosophy to pay my debts promptly. 
philosopher @ /fa'las-a-far/ n [C] © Plato, Ar- 
istotle, and the other Greek philosophers 


philosophize @ /fa'las-a,faiz/ v [1] © That’s 


when she'll start philosophizing about the notion of 
time. 

philosophical © / fil-a'saf-1-kal/ adj 1 relating 
to philosophy © Pragmatism is a philosophical the- 


ory. 2 To be philosophical about something, esp. 
something disappointing, is to accept it calmly: 
You just have to be philosophical about losing some 
games, because you can’t win them all. 
philosophically © / fil-a'saf-1-kli/ adv 


phlegm /flem/ n [U] a thick, liquid substance 
produced in the throat and nose esp. when you 
have a cold 


phlegmatic /fleg'mzt-1k/ adj not easily ex- 
cited or emotional; calm © He is a retired lawyer 
with a solid, phlegmatic manner. 


phloem /'‘flou-em/ n [U] biology the part of a 
plant that carries food from the leaves to other 
parts where the food is needed 


phobia /‘fou-bi:-9/ n [C] an extreme fear of a 
particular thing or situation, esp. one that does not 
have a reasonable explanation © a phobia about 
heights 


phone /foun/ n[C] short form of TELEPHONE © The 
phone is ringing — would you answer it? 
phone /foun/ v [I/T] © [1] Fernando phoned just 
after lunch. 


phone book n [C] a book containing the tele- 
phone numbers of people and businesses in a par- 
ticular area 


phone Card n [C] a card that you buy and use 
to pay for telephone calls from a public and some- 
times from a private telephone 


phone number n [C] a series of numbers 
which you use to call a particular telephone 


phonetic /fa'net-1k/ adj [not gradable] English, 
grammar relating to the sounds made in speaking 
phonetics /fa'net-1ks/ n [U] English, grammar 
the study of the sounds made by the human voice 
in speech 


phonics /'fan-1ks/ n [U] English a method of 
teaching how to read that emphasizes the rela- 
tionship between letters and sounds 


phony /'fou-ni/ adj represented as real but ac- 
tually false; intended to deceive © They were ac- 
cused of submitting phony claims to insurers, 
including Medicare. 
phony /'fou-ni/ n [C] infm! a person who falsely 
pretends to be something © | think he’s a phony. 


phosphate /‘fas:fert/ n [C] a chemical COM- 

POUND (= substance consisting of at least two 
elements) that contains PHOSPHORUS © a phos- 
phate-free detergent © The plant fertilizer contains 
phosphates. 


phosphorescent / fas-fa'res-ant/ adj giving 
off or shining with light, and giving off little or no 
heat 
phosphorescence / fas-fa'res-ans/ n [U] 


phosphorus /‘fas-fa-ras/ n [U] a poisonous, 
yellow-white chemical element that shines in the 
dark and burns when in the air 
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photo /‘fovt-ou/ n[C] p! photos short form of PHO- 
TOGRAPH © Giraldo takes a lot of photos. 


photochemical / fout-ou'kem-1-kal/ adj [not 
gradable] biology, chemistry relating to the effect 
of light on some chemicals 


photocopier /‘fovt-a,kap-i:-ar/ n [C] a ma- 
chine to make copies of pages with printing, writ- 
ing, or drawing on them by a process using light 
and electricity 
photocopy /‘fout-a,kap-i/ n[C] a copy of a doc- 
ument made on a photocopier 
photocopy /'fout-a,kap-i/ v [T] 


photoelectric /,fout-ou-1'lek-trik/ adj [not 
gradable] physics involving the production of 
electricity from light 


photo finish n([C] a race in which competitors 
finish so close together that a photograph must be 
examined to decide who won 


photogenic /fovt-a'dzen-ik, -'d3i:-ntk/ adj 
having an appearance that is attractive in 
photographs 


photograph /‘fout-a,grzt/, short form photo n 
[C] an image of a person, object, or view that is 
produced by using a camera and film © color/black- 
and-white photographs 
photograph /'fout-a,graf/ v [T] © We photo- 
graphed the house to document the damage done 
by the storm. 
photographer /fa'tag-ra-far/ n [C] © a fashion/ 
newspaper photographer 
photographic /,fout-a'greef-1k/ adj [not grad- 
able] © photographic equipment © You can store 
photographic images on your computer’s hard drive. 
photography /fa'tag-ra-fi/ n [U] the skill or ac- 
tivity of taking or processing photographs 


WORD FAMILY photograph 


Adjectives photogenic 
photographic 


Nouns photo 

photograph 
photographer vorps 
photography 


photograph 


photon /'fou-tan/ n {C] physics a very small 
piece of matter that is the basic unit of ELECTRO- 
MAGNETIC energy, and that travels in waves and 
carries light and other forms of RADIATION 


photosynthesis / fout-a'sin-6a-sas/ n [U] bi- 
ology the process by which a plant uses the energy 
from the light of the sun to make its own food 


phrasal verb /‘frei-zal 'varb/ n [C] grammar 
a combination of a verb and an adverb or a verb 
and a preposition, or both, in which the combi- 
nation has a meaning different from the meaning 
of the words considered separately © “Catch on” is 
a phrasal verb meaning to understand. 


phrase /fre1z/ n[C] 1 a group of words express- 
ing a particular idea or meaning © | think the phrase 
“bundle of energy” describes Mara very well. 2 
grammar A phrase is a group of words forming a 
part of a sentence: In “He was a man of great 
wealth,” “of great wealth” is a prepositional phrase. 


3 music A phrase is also a group of notes with a 
clear beginning and ending within a larger piece 
of music. 

phrase /freiz/ v[T] to express something ina par- 
ticular way when speaking or writing © The word- 
ing of his resignation was carefully phrased to avoid 
any admission of guilt. 

phrasal /‘frer-zal/ adj 


phylum /‘fa-lam/ n [C] biology one of the 
groups into which animals are divided, mainly 
based on the shape of the animal’s body and the 
way that the body is arranged 


physical © MATERIAL /'fiz-1-kal/ adj existing as 
or connected with things that can be seen or 
touched © The physical dimensions of the theater are 
smaller than | thought. 


BODY /'fiz-1-kal/ adj connected with the body © 
physical strength/disabilities © She tries to keep her- 
self in good physical condition. © See also: PHYSICAL 
at PHYSICS O Compare MENTAL 
physical (examination) /'fiz-1-kal (ig ,zeem- 
a'ner:fan)/ n[C] a careful look at a person’s body 
by a doctor in order to discover if that person is 
healthy, sometimes done before a person can be 
accepted for a particular job © They found the can- 
cer during a routine physical. 
physically @ /'frz-1-kli/ adv 1 She works out at 
a gym and is very physically fit. 2 People who are 
physically disabled/handicapped/challenged lack 
the full use of their body. 


physical education, abbreviation PE,, phys. 
ed. n(U] school classes in which children exercise 
and learn to play sports, or the area of study relat- 
ing to such classes 


physical science n [C usually pl] any of the 
sciences such as physics, chemistry, and ASTRON- 
OMY that examine matter and energy and the way 
the universe behaves 


physical therapy, physiotherapy / f1z-i:-ou 
‘@er-a-pi/ n (U] the treatment of stiffness, muscle 
weakness, and pain, esp. by rubbing and moving 
the sore parts and through exercise 
physical therapist, physiotherapist /,f1z-i:-ou 
‘8er-a-past/ n [C] a person whose job is treating 
people using physical therapy 


physician /fa'zif-an/ n [C] a medical doctor, 
esp. one who is not a SURGEON 


physics /‘fiz-tks/ n [U] science the scientific 
study of matter and energy and the effect that 
each has on the other © nuclear/particle/theoretical 
physics 
physical /'fiz-1-kal/ adj connected with physics © 
See also: PHYSICAL BODY 
physicist /'fiz-a-sast/ n [C] a person who studies 
physics or whose job is connected with physics 


. physiology / fiz:i:'al-a-d3i/ n [U] the scientific 


Study of the way in which the bodies of animals 
and plants work © the physiology of the brain 

physiotherapy /(fiz-i:-ou'¢er-a-pi/ n [UJ 
PHYSICAL THERAPY 
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physiotherapist / fiz-i:-ou'@er-a-past/ n[C] a 
PHYSICAL THERAPIST 


physique /fo'zi:k/ n [C] the appearance, esp. 
shape and size, of a human body © a small/large 
physique © a dancer’s physique 


phytoplankton / fart-ou'plagk-tan, -tan/ n 
[U] biology very small plants that float near the 
surface of water 


pi /par/, symbol x n [U] geometry a number that is 

the RATIO (= comparison) of the distance around 
a circle to the distance across the circle, equal to 
about 3.14159 


piano /pi:'zn-ou/ n [C/U] p! pianos a large mu- 
sical instrument with a row of black and white keys 
that are pressed with the fingers to play notes, or 
this type of instrument generally © [C] a grand/ 
upright piano © [U] | play piano. 
pianist /pi:'zen-ast, ‘pi:-a-nast/ n [C] someone 
who plays the piano © a concert/jazz pianist 


piccolo /'pik-9,lou/ n [C/U] p! piccolos a very 
small musical instrument that is like a FLUTE and 
plays high notes, or this type of instrument 
generally 


pick CHOOSE /prk/ v[T] to take some things and 
leave others © She’s been picked for the Olympic 
team. © We finally picked February 14 as the date for 
our wedding. 
pick /p1k/ n [C/U] a choice, or something that is 
chosen © [U] Mick gets first pick of where to sit. © 
[C] Here are my picks for the ten best restaurants. 
picky /'prk-i/ adj liking only a few things and 
therefore difficult to please © a@ picky eater 

REMOVE /prk/ v [T] to remove or move something 
with your fingers or hands © / picked a piece of lint 
off my suit. © We picked apples yesterday. 
picker /‘ptk-ar/ n [C] a person or machine that 
picks crops © fruit pickers 

MUSIC TOOL /pik/ n [C] a thin piece of plastic or 
metal used to pull at the strings of a guitar 


DIGGING TOOL /pik/ n [C] a PICKAX, or a sharp, 
pointed tool © They worked with a pick and shovel. 


IDIOMS with pick 


e pick a fight to intentionally start a fight 0 Some 
kids were teasing him, trying to pick a fight. 

epick and choose to take only the things you 
want from a group © You can’t pick and choose 
which rules you want to follow and which ones you 
don't. 

epick someone's brain to ask someone’s advice 
about a subject the person knows a lot about © 
Can | pick your brain about how you got rid of those 
weeds? 

e pick someone’s pocket to steal small objects, esp. 
money, from someone’s pockets or bag © One of 
the kids tried to pick my pocket. 

e pick up steam to start working or producing at 
a faster rate or more effectively © After a slow start, 
the project began to pick up steam. 

e pick up the tab (for something), pick up the bill 
(for something) to pay for something, esp. for what 


someone else has bought or used © The company 
will pick up the tab for this trip. 

epick your way somewhere to walk carefully and 
slowly © Charlie picked his way through the muddy 
field. 

ethe pick of something the best of a group © This 
puppy was the pick of the litter. 


PHRASAL VERBS with pick 


e pick at something to eat food in small pieces and 
without enjoyment © She only picked at her dinner. 
e pick off someone/something [M] to shoot a per- 
son or animal chosen out of a group, esp. from a 
distance 

epick on someone to criticize, annoy, or punish 
someone repeatedly and unfairly © He gets picked 
on because he’s small. 

e pick out something/someone [M] to choose, find, 
or recognize something or someone in a group © 
From all the puppies, we picked out the smallest one 
to take home. © We could pick our parents out easily 
in the old photos. 

e pick over something [M] to examine a group of 
things carefully in order to choose the ones you 
want © She picked over the strawberries, selecting 
the largest ones. 

e pick through something to look at the things in 
a group and take only what you want © | had to 
pick through the trash to find my electric bill. 

¢ pick up something/someone LIFT [M] to lift some- 
thing or someone © He picked his briefcase up and 
headed for the door. © She picked up the little boy 
and kissed him. 

¢pick up someone/something TAKE [M] 1 to get 
or bring someone or something from somewhere 
© Whose turn is it to pick up the kids from school? © 
A truck picks up the recycling once a week. 2 If the 
police pick someone up, they catch the person: 
Cops picked up the suspect a few miles away. © Re- 
lated noun: PICKUP GETTING 

epick up something OBTAIN [M] to obtain or re- 
ceive something © While you're in town, would you 
pick up a book for me? 0 Can you pick up the Yankees 
game up here (= receive broadcasts of it)? © She 
picked up her soccer skills from her older brother (= 
learned them informally). © Gwen picked up a cold 
on her trip (= started to suffer from it). 

epick up someone MEET [M] infm/ to meet some- 
one for the first time and begin having a romantic 
relationship 

epick up IMPROVE/INCREASE to improve an ac- 
tivity or increase an amount © Retailers are starting 
to see sales pick up again. © The truck picked up 
speed slowly. O Related noun: PICKUP INCREASE 
epick up (something) START AGAIN [M] to start 
again after an interruption © The author picks up 
the theme again on page ten. © In tomorrow's class 
we'll pick up where we left off. 

epick up on something GIVE ATTENTION to give 
particular attention to something that someone 
has said or done © / want to pick up on a point that 
Susan made about role models. © Sporting-goods 
makers were quick to pick up on surfers’ innovations 
like foot straps for leaping giant waves. 

epick up on something UNDERSTAND to under- 
stand something that is not communicated di- 
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rectly © He obviously didn’t pick up on her lack of 
interest in the subject. 


pickax, pickaxe /‘pik-eks/, pick n[C] a tool with 
a long wooden handle fitted into the middle of a 
curved metal bar with a sharp point 


picket /'pik-at/, picketer /‘pik-at-ar/ n[C] a per- 
son or group of people who have a disagreement 
with a company, usually the one where they work, 
and who walk around in a line outside the place 
of business to tell other people not to enter until 
the problem is solved © Three pickets stood at the 
factory gate. 
picket /'pik-at/ v [I/T] © [I/T] The women picketed 
(outside) the factory for three months. 


picket fence /‘pik-at'fens/ n [C] a low fence 
made of a row of flat, vertical sticks, pointed at the 
top, usually with space between them and con- 
nected by a few horizontal sticks 


picket line n [C] a group of people holding 
signs to show that they are not working and are 
having a disagreement with their employer © Truck 
drivers refused to cross the picket line. 


pickle /‘pik-al/ n [(C] a CUCUMBER (= a green, 
tube-shaped vegetable) that has been preserved 
in a liquid containing salt and other spices or vin- 
egar © a sweet/dill pickle 
pickle /'prk-al/ v [T] to preserve in a liquid con- 
taining salt or vinegar 
pickled /'pik-ald/ adj © pickled tomatoes/herring 


pick-me-up /'pik-mi:,ap/_n [C] infm! some- 
thing, often food or drink, that gives you more 
energy or makes you feel better © / need a little 
pick-me-up in the middle of the afternoon. 


pickpocket /'pik ,pak-at/ n [C] a thief who 
steals things out of pockets or bags, esp. in a 
crowd 


pickup GETTING /‘pik-ap/ n [C] the act of get- 
ting something or someone © Trash pickups are on 
Tuesdays and Fridays. © We arranged the pickup for 
ten o'clock, O Related verb: PICK UP TAKE 


INCREASE /'pik-ap/ n [U] 1 an increase in some- 
thing that has different levels at different times o 
Next year is expected to show some pickup in infla- 
tion. 2 Pickup in a vehicle is its power to increase 
its rate of speed: The car is easy to turn but it lacks 
pickup. © Related verb: PICK UP IMPROVE/INCREASE 

INFORMAL /'pik-ap/ adj (of games) not officially or- 
ganized © The basketball courts bustled with pickup 
games. 


pickup truck, short form pickup n [C] a vehicle 
with an open part at the back in which things can 
be carried 


picky /'pik-i/ adj See at PICK CHOOSE. 


picnic /'pik:nik/ n [C] 1 a meal you take to a 
place outside to be eaten there in an informal way, 
or an occasion on which such a meal is eaten © a 
church picnic 2 infml A picnic is also any pleasant 
activity: Did you think law school would be a picnic? 
O Filing tax returns is no picnic. 


picnic /‘prk-nik/ v [I] pres. part. picnicking, past pic- 
nicked © We can picnic in the park. 


pictorial /pik'to:r-i:-al, -'tour-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] consisting of or having the form of a picture 
or pictures © a pictorial history of America 


picture REPRESENTATION /'pik-tfar/ n[C] 1a 
representation of someone or something pro- 
duced by drawing, painting, or photographing © 
He drew/painted a picture of my dog. © Brian takes 
lots of pictures (= photographs). 2 A picture is also 
an image seen on a television or movie screen: It’s 
an old set, and the picture is a little fuzzy. 3 A picture 
is also a movie: It won an Academy Award for best 
picture. 
picture /'pik-tfar/ v [T] to imagine how some- 
thing looks © Try to picture yourself lying on a beach 
in the hot sun. 


DESCRIPTION /'prk-tfar/ n [C/U] 1 a description of 
a situation, or the situation itself © [C] Do news 
reports give an accurate picture of events? O [U] 
They're looking at individuals and not at the overall 
picture. © [U] Don’t say any more —1 get the picture 
(= understand the situation). © [U] Marilyn’s 
mother more or less stayed out of the picture (= was 
not involved). 2 To paint a picture is to describe a 
situation: [C] The statistics do not paint an optimistic 
picture. 


WORD FAMILY picture 
Nouns picture 
Verbs 


Adjectives pictorial 
picturesque 


picture 


IDIOM with picture 


ethe picture of something a very good example of 
a particular condition or attitude O He’s the picture 
of health. 


picturesque /,pik-tfa'resk/ adj (esp. of a 
place) attractive in appearance © We strolled 
through the picturesque streets of the old city. 


piddling /‘pid-lin, -lan/ adj infmi very small or 
unimportant © a piddling amount/figure 


pidgin /'pid3-an/ n [C] a language that has de- 
veloped from a mixture of two or more languages 
and is used for communicating by people who do 
not speak each other’s language 


pie /pai/ n [C/U] a round pastry with a filling such 
as fruit, meat, or vegetables © [C] a blueberry pie © 
[U] We're having sweet potato pie for dinner. 


IDIOM with pie 


«pie in the sky something good that is unlikely to 
happen © | wanted to be a major league baseball 
player, but I knew it was probably pie in the sky. 


piece PART /pi:s/ n[C] a part of something © a 
piece of cake/chicken/pizza © The vase lay on the 
floor in pieces (= broken into small parts). © She 
was so mad that she ripped the letter to pieces (= 
into small parts). 

ITEM /pi:s/ n[C] 1 a single item that is one of other 
similar items © a piece of furniture/equipment/lug- 
gage/paper © | have an important piece of informa- 
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tion for you. 2 A piece can be something created 
by an artist, writer, or musician: He’s written anew 
piece of music. 


COMMON LEARNER ERROR . — 
piece 


Piece cannot be used to mean one of the 
rooms in a building. You should use the word 
room instead. 
The+ we ts ae a 
The house needed redecorating in every room. 


re 


IDIOMS with piece 


ego to pieces, fall to pieces to become unable to 
think clearly and control your emotions because of 
something unpleasant or difficult that you have 
experienced © She went to pieces at the funeral. 

ea piece of cake infmi something that is easy to do 
O For him, taking tests is a piece of cake. 

ea piece of the action infm/ a part of the profits or 
advantages that come from an activity © When it 
comes to lawsuits, everyone seems to want a piece 
of the action. 

ea piece of the pie a share of something © When 
the business started making money, everyone in his 
family wanted a piece of the pie. 


PHRASAL VERB with piece 


e piece together something [M] 1 to put the parts 
of something into place © Archeologists have pieced 
together fragments of the pottery. 2 If you piece 
together facts or information, you collect them in 
order to understand a situation: Investigators are 
trying to piece together what happened just before 
the accident. 


piecemeal /'pi:-smi:l/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
not done according to a plan but done at different 
times in different ways © Do we fix it all now, or do 
we approach it piecemeal over time? 


piecework /'pi:s-wark/ n [U] work for which 
the amount of pay depends on the number of 
items completed rather than the time spent mak- 
ing them 

pie chart n[C] a circle that is divided into parts 
to show how a total amount is divided 


PIE CHART 


piecrust /'par-krast/ n [C/U] the pastry on the 
top or bottom of a PIE 


pier STRUCTURE /pir/ n [C] a structure built out 
over the water on posts, along which boats can 
land © a fishing pier 

COLUMN /pir/ n[C] a thick, strong column used to 
support a structure such as a bridge 


pierce /pirs/ v[T] to go in or through something, 
esp. with a pointed object, making a hole © Pierce 
the potatoes with a fork to see if they’re done. © She 
got her ears pierced. 
piercing /'pir-stn/ adj feeling or seeming very 
sharp or powerful © He had piercing blue eyes. © She 
let out a piercing (= loud) shriek. 


piety /'par-at-i/ n [U] a strong belief in God or a 
religion, shown by your worship and behavior © 
Related adjective: PIOUS 


Pig ANIMAL /pig/ n[C] a farm or wild animal with 
pink, brown, or black skin, short legs, and a SNOUT 
(= flat nose) 
piggy, piggie /'pig-i/ n [C] a child’s word pig 

PERSON /pig/ n [C] infmi a person who is messy, 
selfish, or rude, or someone who eats too much 


PHRASAL VERB with pig 


pig out infml to eat too much © We just pigged 
out on potato chips while we watched the movie. 


pigeon /'pid3-an/ n [C] a large, usually gray- 
and-white bird that lives esp. in cities © We fed the 
pigeons in the park. 


pigeonhole /'pid3- an ,houl/ v [T] to put some- 
one or something into a group or type, often un- 
fairly © He’s was pigeonholed early on in his career 
as a gospel singer. 


pigeon-toed adj (of a person) having feet that 
point in toward each other 


piggyback /'pig-i: beek/ adj, adv [not grada- 
ble] on someone’s back © Uncle Sean loves to give 
Tyler piggyback rides. 


piggy bank n[C] a container, sometimes in the 
shape of a pig, that holds coins and is used esp. 
by children for saving money 


pigheaded /'pig,hed-ad/ adj unwilling to 
change very strong opinions © Not even somebody 
as pigheaded as Ira could argue about it. 


piglet /‘pig-lat/ n [C] a young pig 


pigment /'pig-mont/ n [C/U] 1 biology a nat- 
ural substance that produces color in animals and 
plants, such as of skin, hair, and leaves 2 Pigment 
is also the substance in a paint or DYE that gives it 
its color. 
pigmentation /,pig:man'ter:fan/ n [U] 


pigpen /'pig-pen/, pigsty /‘pig:stai/ n [C] 1 an 
enclosed area where pigs are kept 2 A pigpen is 
also a dirty or messy place: Your bedroom is a 
pigsty! 

pigtail /'pig-terl/ n [C usually pl] one of usually 
two lengths of hair gathered at each side of the 
head, either hanging loose or in a BRAID © a little 
girl in pigtails 
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pike FISH /patk/ n [C] p/ pike a large fish with 
sharp teeth that lives in lakes and rivers 

ROAD /paik/ n [C] short form of TURNPIKE © Traffic is 
slow along Rockville Pike. 


pile THINGS /pail/ n [C] 1 a number of things 
lying on top of each other © a pile of newspapers © 
After dinner there is always a pile of dishes to be 
washed. 2 infm! A pile or piles can also be a lot of 
something: !|’ve got piles of homework. 
pile /parl/ v [always + adv/prep] to put (things) 
near or on top of each other, or to collect in this 
way © {I] Magazines just pile up on my desk at work. 
© [M] ! asked her to pile on extra potatoes. 

MOVE /pail/ v {I always + adv/prep] (of a group of 
people) to move together, esp. in a way that is not 
organized © About ten kids piled into the room, all 
talking at once. 0 Someone yelled “Fire!” and we all 
piled out into the street. 

SURFACE /pail/ n [U] the soft surface of short 
threads on a CARPET (= material for covering a 
floor) or on some types of cloth © carpets with a 
deep pile 


PHRASAL VERB with pile 


epile up to increase in amount © The work was 
piling up, and I decided | had to go in to the office 
on the weekend. 


pileup /'pail-ap/n[C] a traffic accident involving 
several vehicles © Police reported a ten-car pileup on 
an icy road. 


pilfer /'pil-far/ v [I/T] to steal things of little value 
or in small amounts © [I/T] Neighborhood kids were 
pilfering (candy) from the corner Store. 


Pilgrim /‘pil-gram/ n [C] US history a member 
of the group of English people who sailed to Amer- 
ica and began living in Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
in 1620 


pilgrim /‘pil-gram/ n [C] a person who travels 
to a holy place as a religious act 

pilgrimage /'pil-gra-mid3/ n [C/U] a trip, often 
a long one, made to a holy place for religious 
reasons 


pill /pil/ n [C] a small, solid substance that a per- 
son swallows whole, esp. as medicine © a sleeping 
pill 

pillage /‘pil-1d3/ v [I/T] fmi to steal something 
from a place or a person by using violence, esp. 
during war © [T] Rioters pillaged and set fire to 
downtown buildings. 


pillar /‘pil-ar/ n [C] 1 a strong vertical column 
made of stone, metal, or wood that supports part 
of a building or stands alone for decoration 2 A 
pillar is also someone or something that is an im- 
portant part of a group, place, or activity: He’s a 
pillar of the Dallas business community. 


pillow /‘pil-ou/ n[C]a cloth bag filled with feath- 
ers or soft artificial fibers that supports a person's 
head while resting or sleeping © / was asleep the 
minute my head hit the pillow. 


pillowcase /‘pil-ou kets, 'pil-a-/ 1 [C] a cloth 
cover for a bed PILLOW 


pilot PERSON /'par-lot/ n [C] a person who flies 
an aircraft, or someone who directs a ship safely 
through an area of water © an airline pilot © a har- 
bor pilot 
pilot /‘par-lat/ v [T] © He piloted the ship through 
the busy harbor. 


TEST /‘pat-lat/ adj [not gradable] (of a plan, prod- 
uct, or system) done as a test before introducing 
it O From the pilot episode, this looks to be one of the 
best new shows we'll see this fall. 
pilot /'par-lat/ v [T] © Our district is piloting a day- 
care program. 


pilot (light) /‘par-lat (‘lart)/ n[C] a small flame 
that lights gas in a BURNER of a stove, or a device 
that heats a home, water, etc. 


pimp /pimp/ n [C] a man who controls PROSTI- 
TUTES (= people who are paid to have sex) 


pimple /'pim-pal/ n [C] a small, raised spot on 
the skin 
pimply /'pim-pa:li/ adj © a pimply teenager 


Pin FASTENER /pin/ n [C] 1 a thin piece of stiff 
wire with a pointed end that you can stick through 
two things to fasten them together © Mary put a 
pin in her hair to hold her hat on. 2 A pin can also 
be decorative and used as jewelry: She wore a 
beautiful gold pin on her coat. 
pin /pin/ v[T] -nn- © She kept a map of Manhattan 
pinned on the wall. 

HOLD FIRMLY /pin/ v[T always + adv/prep] -nn- to 
hold someone or something firmly in the same po- 
sition or place © After the earthquake there were 
several people pinned in the wreckage. © (fig.) No 
one could pin the label of “conservative” on him (= 
call him that). 


IDIOM with pin 


eon pins and needles worried or excited about 
something that is going to happen © Don’t keep 
Margaret on pins and needles - give her a call. 


PHRASAL VERBS with pin 


¢pin down something DISCOVER [NM] to discover 
the exact details about something © The fire de- 
partment is trying to pin down the cause of Wednes- 
day’s fire. 

*pin someone down QUESTION [M] to force 
someone to be specific or make his or her inten- 
tions known, esp. by asking a lot of questions © / 
tried to pin him down on where the money would 
come from. 

¢ pin down someone LIMIT [M] to limit someone’s 
ability to move or act, esp. by using force © Soldiers 
were pinned down by enemy fire. 

¢pin something on someone/something 1 to blame 
someone for something © He tried to pin the mess 
on his brother, but it didn’t work. 2 If you pin hopes 
or expectations on something, you want that 
thing to bring success: They pinned their a on 
the new technology. 


PIN /pin/ n [C] abbreviation for personal identifica- 
tion number (= a secret number that can be read 
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by a computer to prove who you are) © | punched 
my PIN into the ATM machine and took out $100. 


pinball /‘pin-bo:!/ n[U] a game played on a ma- 

chine in which the player tries to prevent a ball 
from rolling off the end of a sloping surface by 
causing the ball to bounce between devices that 
score points © a pinball machine 


pinch eRESs /pint{/ v [I/T] to tightly press some- 
thing, esp. someone’s skin, between your finger 
and thumb or between two surfaces © [T] He 
pinched his nose together and breathed through his 
mouth. © [T] | had to pinch myself so I’d know | 
wasn’t dreaming. 
pinch /pint{/ n [C usually sing] © He gave her a 
playful pinch on the cheek. 

AMOUNT /pintf/ n [C] a small amount of some- 
thing, esp. the amount that you can hold between 
your finger and thumb © a pinch of nutmeg/pepper 


IDIOM with pinch 


ein a pinch if necessary © You should use lime juice, 
but in a pinch lemon juice will work. 


pinched /pintst/ adj 1 (of someone's face) thin 

and anxious, or (of clothing) narrow © Nora was 
short, with a pinched face, and wore thick glasses 
with wire rims. © Her dress was pinched at the waist. 
2 A person or organization that is pinched does 
not have enough money: The space program is 
pinched. 


pinch-hit /‘pint{'hit/ v [I] (in baseball) to take 
another player’s turn to hit 
pinch hitter /'pint'hit-ar/ n [C] 0 They took me 
out for a pinch hitter. 


pincushion /'‘pin,kuf-an/ n [C] a small bag 
filled with soft material into which pins are pushed 
until they are needed 


pine TREE /pain/ n [C/U] an evergreen tree that 
has thin leaves like needles and that grows in cool 
northern regions, or the wood of these trees 


DESIRE /patn/ v [I always + adv/prep] to strongly 
desire esp. something that is difficult or impossible 
to obtain © Bradley pined for his wife, who was far 
away. 

pineapple /'pat,nzp-al/ n [C/U] a large, juicy 
fruit that grows in hotter regions, having a rough 


skin, a short stem, and pointed leaves on the top, 
or its sweet, yellow flesh 


pinecone, pine cone /'pain-koun/ n [C] a hard, 
oval fruit from a pine tree that opens and releases 
seeds 


ping /pin/ n[C] a short, often electronic, ringing 
sound 

Ping-Pong /'pin-p2:n, -pan/ n [U] trademark TA- 
BLE TENNIS 

pinhole /‘pin-houl/ n[C] a very small hole made 
by a pin or by something like it 

pinion /'pin-jan/ v[T] to hold or tie someone by 
the arms to prevent the person from moving © He 
was pinioned to the wall by the two men. 
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pink /pink/ adj, n [C/U] (of) a pale red color © a 
pink hat © (U] The bridesmaid wore pink. 


pinkeye /'p1n-kai/ n [U] an infectious illness of 
the eyes in which the eye and the surrounding area 
become red and swollen, a condition that is easily 
spread from one person to another 


pinkie, pinky /'p1n-ki/ n [C] the smallest finger of 
a person’s hand 


pink slip n [C] a notice from an employer in- 
forming employees that they no longer have jobs 
© Management started issuing pink slips yesterday. 


pinnacle SUCCESSFUL POINT /'pin-1-kal/ n [C 
usually sing] the most successful point © The Olym- 
pics represent the pinnacle of athletic achievement. 


TOP /'pin-1-kal/ n [C usually pl] a small pointed 
structure on top of a building, or a pointed top 
on a mountain © The volcanic range is extremely 
rugged, with many cliffs, gorges, canyons, and 
pinnacles. 


pinpoint /‘pin-point/ v [T] to discover or estab- 
lish something exactly © They were unable to pin- 
point the source of the noise. 


pinstripe /‘pin-strarp/ n [C] a narrow line of a 
light color in the design of a cloth, or the cloth 
itself with such parallel lines © a dark blue suit and 
pants with gray pinstripes 
pin-striped /'pin-straipt/, pin-stripe /‘pin-strarp/ 
adj [not gradable] © a pin-striped suit 


pint /paint/, abbreviation pt. n [C] a unit of mea- 
surement of volume equal to 1/2 quart or about 
0.47 liter 


pint-sized, pint-size adj [not gradable] infmi 
smaller than usual or expected © The school library 
was full of pint-sized scientists setting up their science 
experiments. 


pin-up /'pin-ap/ n[C] a picture of an attractive, 
usually famous person, suitable for hanging on a 
wall, or a person shown in such a picture 


pioneer /,par-e'nir/ n [C] 1 a person who is 
among the first to study or develop something © 
He was a pioneer in big-band jazz. 2 US history A 
pioneer is also a person who is among the first to 
enter and live in an area, esp. European Americans 
in the western US: The pioneers made their way 
across the desert. 
pioneer /,par-a'nir/ v [T] © He pioneered the de- 
sign of the Internet. 


pious /'par-as/ adj strongly believing in God ora 
particular religion, and living in a way that shows 
this belief © Related noun: PIETY 


Pipe TUBE /paip/ n[C] a tube through which liq- 
uids or gases can flow © You have to remember to 
shut off the water in winter or the pipes will freeze 
and burst. 
pipe /parp/ v [T always + adv/prep] © Hot water 
is piped to all the apartments from the boiler. 
piping /'par-pin/ n[U] pipes, or a system of pipes 
© See also: PIPING 
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709 pit bull (terrier) 


DEVICE FOR SMOKING /parp/ n[C] a short, narrow 
tube with a small bowl at one end, used for smok- 
ing esp. tobacco 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT /parp/ n[C] 1 a musical in- 
strument consisting of a short, narrow tube that is 
played by blowing through it 2 Pipes are also the 
metal or wood tubes in an ORGAN (= musical in- 
strument played by pressing keys) that produce 
sound. 


PHRASAL VERBS with pipe 


epipe down infm/ to stop making noise; become 
quieter © You kids better pipe down in there! 
epipe up to speak suddenly, esp. in an excited 
way © “Ill bet you dropped it,” Cherry piped up. 


pipe dream n [C] an idea or plan that is not 
practical or possible O Many people still believe that 
traveling to Mars is just a pipe dream. 


pipeline /‘paip-lain/ n [C] a series of connected 
tubes for transporting gas, oil, or water, usually 
over long distances 


IDIOM with pipeline 


ein the pipeline being developed © Twenty-eight 
lawsuits were filed this week, and another 200 cases 
are in the pipeline. 


Piping /'pat-pin/ n[U] a folded strip of cloth, of- 
ten enclosing a cord, used to decorate the edges 
of clothes or furniture © Contrasting fabric was used 
for the cushion’s piping. © See also: PIPING at PIPE 
TUBE 


piping hot /'pat-pin'hat/ adj [not gradable] (of 
food or drinks) very hot © / like my soup piping hot. 


pipsqueak /'pip-skwi:k/ n [C] infm/ a small or 
unimportant person © I’m not afraid of that little 
pipsqueak! 


piquant /'pi:-kant, pi: 'kant/ adjhaving a strong, 
slightly sour, slightly spicy taste or smell © a pi- 
quant sauce 


Pique EXCITE /pi:k/ v [T] to excite or cause in- 
terest © Labor law piqued his interest in law school. 
ANGER /pi:k/ n [U] anger or annoyance © He 
stormed from the room in a fit of pique. 
pique /pi:k/ v [T] © Something piqued him and he 
had words with our coach. 


piranha /po'ran-9/ n[C] p/ piranha, piranhas a 
small, South American river fish with sharp teeth, 
that attacks and eats small animals 


pirate COPY /‘pat-rat/ v [T] to illegally copy and 
sell something, such as recorded music, a film, 
etc., without permission © A lot of this software is 
pirated. 
pirate /'par-rat/ n [C] © Video pirates are stealing 
movie company revenues. 
piracy /'pat-ra-si/ n [U] © The agency tries to halt 
piracy of copyrighted recordings. 

SEA THIEF /'par-rat/ n[C] a person who sails on the 
sea and attacks and steals from other ships 
piracy /'par-ra-si/ n [U] the practice of attacking 
and stealing from ships at sea 


pirouette / pir-o'wet/ n [C] a fast turn of the 
body on the toes or the front part of the foot, per- 
formed esp. by a BALLET dancer 
pirouette /,pir-a'wet/ v [I] © Dancers pirouetted 
across the stage. 


Pisces /'pat-si:z, 'prs-i:z/ n [C/U] pl! Pisces the 
twelfth sign of the ZODIAC, covering the period 
February 19 to March 20 and represented by two 
fish, or a person born during this period 


pistachio /po'steJ-i:-ou/ n [C/U] p! pistachios 
1 an edible green nut with a hard shell 2 Pistachio 
is also a pale green color. 


pistil /‘p1s-t9l/ n [C] biology the female part of a 
flower, consisting of one or more of the organs 
that produce seeds 


pistol /'pis-tal/ n (C] a small gun which can be 
held in and fired from one hand 


piston /‘pis-tan/ n [C] an engine part, usually a 
short, solid tube or round, flat object, which moves 
up and down or forward and backward inside a 
cylinder, and causes other parts of an engine or 
machine to move 


pit HOLE /pit/ n[C] 1 a large hole in the ground, 
or a hollow in any surface © The trash had been 
buried in a six-foot-deep pit. © a fire pit 2 A pit is 
also the area in the front of a theater where the 
musicians perform. 3 The pit of your stomach is 
the center of your body, where you feel esp. fear 
and anxiety: / got a sick feeling in the pit of my stom- 
ach before the performance. 
pitted /'pit-ad/ adj (of a surface) covered with 
holes © Their cars have been pitted by acid rain. 


SEED /pit/n[C] a large, hard seed that grows inside 
some types of fruit and vegetables © a peach/plum/ 
cherry pit 
pitted /'pit-ad/ adj [not gradable] having the 
seed removed © pitted cherries/olives 

REPAIR AREA /pit/ n [C] an area on the side of a 
TRACK on which cars race, where the cars are given 
fuel or repaired during a race 

UNDERGROUND METALS /pit/, pit mine n [C] a 
hole from which natural substances, such as rocks 
and MINERALS, are dug; MINE 


IDIOM with pit 


ethe pits infmi a very bad or unpleasant thing © 
When | first came to the college, this place was the 
pits, but it’s improved a lot. 


PHRASAL VERB with pit 


epit someone/something against someone/some- 
thing to put someone or something in opposition 
or competition with someone or something else © 
That talk show is always pitting men against women. 


pita (bread) /'pi:t-a (‘bred)/ n [C] a round or 
oval flat bread that is hollow and can be filled with 
other food 


pit bull (terrier) /‘pit-bul (‘ter-i:-ar)/ n[C]a 
type of small dog with a wide chest and short hair, 
known for its strength and sometimes trained to 
fight 
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pitch THROW /pit{/ v [T] to throw something, 
esp. forcefully © She pitched a stone into the river. 

THROW BASEBALL /pit{/ v [I/T] (in baseball) to 
throw a baseball toward a player from the oppos- 
ing team who tries to hit it with a baseball BAT 
pitch /pitj/ n [C] © Wait for a good pitch before 
you swing. 
pitcher /'pitf-ar/ n[C] a person who pitches the 
baseball to a BATTER © See also: PITCHER 

FALL /pit{/ v [always + adv/prep] to fall suddenly © 
[T] The bus stopped suddenly, pitching everyone 
forward. 

SOUND QUALITY /pit{/ n [C/U] music the degree 
to which a sound or a musical note has a high or 
low quality 
pitch /prtf/ v [T] © He pitched his voice just so, 
making them pay attention. 

PERSUASION /pitf/ n[C] a speech that attempts to 
persuade someone to buy or do something © a 
sales pitch 

RAISE /pit{/ v [T] to raise a tent and fix it in place 
© We pitched our tent in a sheltered area. 

SLOPE /pit{/ n [U] the degree of slope, esp. of a 
roof 
pitched /pitjt/ adj [not gradable] © a pitched roof 

BLACK SUBSTANCE /pit/ n[U] a thick, black, sticky 
substance used to make ships and roofs water- 
proof, and to cover cracks in roads 

SPORTS FIELD /pit{/ n[C] 8r FIELD SPORTS 


PHRASAL VERB with pitch 


epitch in to become involved in esp. something 
helpful © /f we all pitch in, the cleanup shouldn't take 
long. 


pitch-black adj [not gradable] completely 
black © a moonless, pitch-black night 


pitch-dark adj [not gradable] completely dark 
© In winter it was already pitch-dark by 5. 


pitcher /‘pitf-or/ n [C] a container for liquids 
with a handle on one side and a shaped opening 
at the top of the other side for pouring © See also: 
PITCHER at PITCH THROW BASEBALL 


pitchfork /'pit{-fo:rk/ n [C] a tool with a long 
handle and two or three large points used for mov- 
ing HAY (= cut dried grass) or STRAW (= cut dried 
stems of crops) 


pitfall /‘pit-fo:I/ n [C] an unexpected danger or 
difficulty 0 Who knows what kind of pitfalls they're 
going to run into. 

pithy /'p1e-i/ adj (of speech or writing) brief and 
full of meaning © pithy comments © a pithy quote 

pit stop CAR REPAIR n [C] a brief stop for fuel 
or repairs in a car race 


STOP FOR NEEDS rn [C] infmi a brief stop during a 
car trip to get food or fuel, or to use the bathroom 


pittance /'pit-ens/ n[C usually sing] a very small 
amount of money © He couldn’t live on the pittance 
his mother sent him. 


pituitary gland /ps'tu:-a ter-i_,gland/ n[C 
usually sing] biology a small organ at the bottom 


of the brain which controls how the body grows 
and develops by producing HORMONES (= chem- 
icals that influence the body’s processes) 


pity /‘pit-i/ n (U] 1 sympathy and understanding 
for someone else’s suffering or troubles © She did 
not want his pity. 2 \f something is described as a 
pity, itis a cause for regret: It’s a pity you can’t come 
to the party. 
pity /‘pit-i/ v [T] © | pity people who have to work 
with statistics. 
pitiful /'pit-1-fal/, pitiable /'prt-i:-a-bel/ adj 1 She 
made a pitiful plea for acceptance. 2 Something de- 
scribed as pitiful is not considered to be satisfac- 
tory or deserving of respect: The party is a pitiful 
example of an opposition party. 
pitifully /'prt-1-fa-li, -fli/, pitiably /‘prt-i:-9-bli/ 
adv [not gradable] © / was pitifully ill-informed. 
pitiless /'prt-1-las/ adj [not gradable] having or 
showing no pity © a pitiless dictator 


pivot /'piv-at/ n [C] a fixed point supporting 
something which turns or balances, or a person or 
thing on which something else depends © Boston 
was the pivot of his emotional and intellectual life. 
pivot /'piv-at/ v [I/T] -tt- to turn or twist © [T] She 
pivots her left foot. © [I] He pivoted on his heels and 
headed out. © [I] Future deals will pivot on easing 
commercial conflicts (= they will depend on this). 
pivotal /'piv-at-l/ adj (not gradable] important 
because other things depend on it © She played a 
pivotal role in the civil rights movement. 


pixel /'pik-sal/ n [C] technology the smallest unit of 
an image on a television or computer screen 


pixie /‘pik-si/ n (C] (esp. in children’s stories) a 
small, imaginary person 


pizazz, pizzazz /p1'zeez/ n (U] infml, approving ex- 
citement, energy, or style © / want food that’s low 
in fat but that has some pizazz. 


pizza /'pi:t-se/ n[C/U] a flat, usually round bread 
that is baked covered with TOMATO sauce, cheese, 
and often pieces of vegetables or meat © [U] a slice 
of pizza © [C] | phoned for a pizza. 


pj /‘pi:-jerz/ pln infml PAJAMAS 


placard /'plek-ard, -ard/ n [C] a notice or sign 
hung in a public place or carried by people © Fo- 
ley’s placard read, “Go home.” 


placate /‘pler-kert, 'plek-ert/ v[T] to stop some- 
one from feeling angry © She’s more easily placated 
than her husband. 


place AREA /pleis/ n[C] 1 an area, a building, or 
a city, town, or village © Airports are usually busy 
places. © Larchmont is a nice place to live. 2 Your 
place is your home: We can meet at my place. 3 A 
place is also an area or building used for a specific 
purpose: a place of worship 


POSITION /pleis/ n [C] 1 a particular position © 
That’s the best place for the piano. © The librarian 
put the book back in its place (= in the right posi- 
tion). 2 A place is also a space for a person, as in 
a theater, at a table, or in a line: Will you hold my 
place in line for a minute? 3 \f plans are in place, 
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they have been made: /| think everything's in place 
for the wedding. 4 In place can also be used to talk 
about something that is being used now © The new 
building code will replace the rules that are currently 
in place. 

place /plers/ v[T] © Flowers had been placed on all 
the tables. 

placement /'pler-smant/ n [U] © The placement 
of the furniture makes it hard to walk around. 


RANK /pleis/ n[C] the rank someone or something 
has © Our team finished in second place. 
place /plers/ v [I] © She placed high on the tests. 
placement /'pler-smant/ n [U] 

JOB /plers/ n [C] a job, or a position in an organi- 
zation, at a school, etc. © Ann just got a place at 
Yale. 
place /plets/ v [T] © The agency is usually able to 
place temporary workers for the summer. 
placement /'pler-smant/ n [U] © There are stu- 
dents for whom this school is not the best possible 
placement. 


RECOGNIZE /pleis/ v [T] to recognize someone or 
something because of memory or past experience 
© She looks familiar, but | can’t place her. 

DUTY /pleis/ n [U] a person’s duty or position of 
authority © [+ to infinitive] /t’s not your place to tell 
me what to do. 

PUT /pleis/ v [T] to put someone in a situation © 
They placed him in a nursing home. © She was placed 
under arrest. 

INVEST /pleis/ v [T] to invest or risk money © They 
placed a significant amount in stocks. 


GIVE /plers/ v [T] to arrange to get something by 
telling someone who will supply it © / placed an 
order for three CDs. 


WORD FAMILY place 


Nouns place Adjectives misplaced 


Verbs 


placement 
replacement 


place 
displace 
replace 


IDIOM with place 


etrade places (with someone), change places 
(with someone) to exchange positions with some- 
one O We traded places so he could sit near the win- 
dow. © He might be rich, but | wouldn't change 
places with him for anything. 


placebo /plo'si:-bou/ n [C] pi placebos a sub- 
stance that is not medicine, but that is given to 
someone who is told that it is a medicine, used to 
test the effect of a drug or to please a patient 


place mat, placemat /'pleis:mzet/ n[C] a piece 
of cloth, paper, or plastic put on a table under 
someone’s plate and eating utensils 


placement test n [C] a test that measures 
someone’s ability in order to put that person in a 
particular class or group 


placenta /pla'sent-a/ n[C] p/placentas biology 
an organ that develops inside the uterus of a preg- 


nant woman or animal and provides food for the 
developing baby 
placental /pla'sent-l/ adj [not gradable] 


place setting n [C] the arrangement of dishes 
and utensils that a person uses when eating at a 
table 


placid /'plas-ad/ adjcalm and peaceful © a placid 
child © The placid lake was perfect for canoeing. 


plagiarize /‘pler-d3a ,ratz/ v[I/T] to use another 
person’s idea or a part of that person’s work and 
pretend that it is your own 
plagiarism /'plet-d3a,r1z-am/ n[U] © She’s been 
accused of plagiarism. 


plague CAUSE DIFFICULTY /plerg/ v[T] to cause 
someone or something difficulty or suffering, esp. 
repeatedly or continually © Financial problems have 
been plaguing the company. © That pain in my 
shoulder is plaguing me again. 

DISEASE /pleig/ n [C/U] 1 a serious disease which 
kills many people 2 world history The plague re- 
fers to a disease that appeared several times in the 
14th century and later and that killed more than 
one-third of the people in Europe and many peo- 
ple in Africa and Asia; BLACK DEATH. 3 A plague is 
also a large number of insects or animals which 
cause damage or unpleasant conditions in an area: 
[C] Trees throughout the Northeast are being at- 
tacked by a plague of gypsy moths. 


plaid /plad/ n [U] a pattern of different colored 
straight lines crossing each other at 90° angles, or 
a cloth with this pattern 


plain WITH NOTHING ADDED /plein/ adj [-er/ 
-est only] not decorated in any way; with nothing 
added © The catalog was sent in a plain brown en- 
velope. © The food is pretty plain (= prepared simply 
and without strong flavors), but there’s lots of it. 
plainly /'plein-li/ adv © a plainly furnished room 

CLEAR /pletn/ adj [-er/-est only] obvious, or clear 
and easy to see or understand; not complicated © 
A group of wild horses was in plain view (= We could 
see them clearly). 0 Why can’t they write these in- 
structions in plain English? 
plain /plein/ adv [not gradable] infm/ © It was just 
plain stupid to give him your telephone number. 
plainly /'plein-li/ adv clearly or obviously o 
Plainly, the new tax rules are a major headache. 

NOT ATTRACTIVE /plein/ adj [-er/-est only] (esp. of 
a woman or girl) not attractive O She always 
thought of herself as plain. 

LAND /pletn/ n[C usually pl] earth science a large 
area of flat land at low ELEVATION (= height above 
the surface of the earth) © A number of paintings 
by Western artists show Indian settlements in the 
plains. 


plainclothes /'plein-klovdz, -klouz/ adj [not 
gradable] not wearing the uniform that is con- 
nected with a job © plainclothes detectives/ 
policemen 


plaintiff /‘plernt-af/ n [C] awa person who ac- 
cuses someone else in a law case of having done 
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laintive FA2 


something illegal © Compare DEFENDANT at DE- 
FEND PROTECT 


plaintive /'pleint-1v/ adj (esp. of a sound) hav- 
ing a sad quality © / love the plaintive sound of the 


bagpipes. 
plait /pleit, plaet/ v, n esp. Br BRAID HAIR 


plan METHOD /plen/ n [C/U] 1 a method for 
doing or achieving something, usually involving a 
series of actions or stages, or something you have 
arranged to do © [C] The financial plan calls for 
growth of 5% next year. © [C] They had plans to have 
dinner at a local restaurant. 2 A plan is also an ar- 
rangement for investment: [C] a pension/savings 
plan 3 If something goes according to plan, it hap- 
pens the way you wanted it to: [U] Producing a new 
movie rarely goes exactly according to plan. 
plan /plzn/ v [I/T] -nn- to think about and decide 
on a method for doing or achieving something © 
[+ to infinitive] She’s planning to visit her sister in 
Australia next year. © [| always + adv/prep] He 
planned on taking his vacation in July. © [| always + 
adv/prep] You’ve got to plan ahead and save your 
money for your retirement. 


MAP /plzen/ n[C] a drawing that shows the shape, 
size, and position of important details of a build- 
ing or other structure, or of objects within it 0 The 
floor plan showed us exactly where everyone’s office 
would be. 
plan /pleen/ v [T] -nn- 0 Few American cities were 
planned — they just grew larger in all directions. 
planner /'plzen-ar/ n [C] a person whose job is 
to plan something, esp. how land in a particular 
area is to be used and what should be built on it 
© a city planner ° an urban planner 


WORD FAMILY plan 


Nouns plan 
planner 


Verbs plan 


Planck’s constant /‘plens ‘kan-stant, 'planks-/ 
n [U] physics a number that never changes and 
that expresses the relationship between the en- 
ergy of a PHOTON and its FREQUENCY 


plane AIRCRAFT /plein/, airplane n[C] a vehicle 

that is designed for air travel and that has wings 
and one or more engines © Shelley’s plane is due in 
at 10, but it’s a half-hour late. 


SURFACE /plein/ n[C] geometry a flat surface that 
continues in all directions > Picture: geometry; 
triangle 

LEVEL /pletn/ n [C] a level or standard © Once we 
got a new financial manager, our business meetings 
were conducted on a much higher plane. 


TOOL /pletn/ n [C] a tool with a blade in a flat sur- 
face that is rubbed against wood to cut away 
rough parts and make it smooth 


planet /‘plaen-at/ n [C] earth science an ex- 
tremely large, round mass of matter, such as Earth 
or Mars, that moves in a circular path around the 
sun or another star 
planetary /'plaen-a,ter-i/ adj [not gradable] 
earth science © planetary scientists 


planetarium / plen-e'ter-i:-am/n[C] a build- 
ing specially equipped to show images of the stars 
in the sky and other objects in space on a curved 
ceiling 


plank FLAT PIECE /plzenk/ n[C] a long, flat piece 
of wood or other material, esp. one wide enough 
and strong enough to walk on © They walked across 
the creaky, wooden-plank floor of the old house. 

PRINCIPLE /plzenk/ n [C] an important principle on 
which the activities of a political or other group 
are based © He prepared the peace plank in the Dem- 
ocrats’ 1864 presidential platform. 


plankton /'plenk-ten, -tan/ n [U] biology, 
earth science very small organisms that float in 
water, esp. near the surface, and are food for fish 
and other animals that live in water 


plant LIVING THING /plent/ n[C] a living thing 
that usually produces seeds and typically has a 
stem, leaves, roots, and sometimes flowers 0 We 
brought a house plant as a gift when we spent the 
weekend with our friend Sylvia. 
plant /plaent/ v [T] to put a seed or plant into the 
ground or into a container of earth so that it will 
grow © We’ve planted some trees along the back of 
our property. 
planter /'plzent-ar/ n [C] 1 a large container in 
which esp. decorative plants are grown 0 The side- 
walk is lined with planters overflowing with flowers. 
2 A planter is also someone who owns a PLANTA- 
TION (= large farm in a hot part of the world). 


GROUP /plzent/ n [U] biology one of five KING- 
DOMS (= groups) into which living things are di- 
vided, the members of which have many cells, are 
unable to control their own movement, and get 
their energy from the light of the sun 


PUT /plzent/ v[T always + adv/prep] 1 to put some- 
thing firmly in a particular place © He planted a kiss 
on her forehead. 2 To plant an idea or story is to 
cause it to exist: Defense lawyers try to plant doubts 
in the minds of the jurors about what actually 
happened. 

PUT SECRETLY /plznt/ v [T] to put something or 
someone in a position secretly, esp. in order to 
deceive 0 She insisted that the real thief had planted 
the evidence in her car. 


FACTORY /plzent/ n[C] a factory and the machinery 
in it used to produce or process something © a 
manufacturing plant 


WORD FAMILY plant 


Nouns plant Verbs plant 


transplant 


planter 
transplant 
plantation 


plantain /plent-2n/ n [C] a fruit of the hotter 
regions that looks like a BANANA and is usually 
cooked before being eaten 


plantation /plzn 'ter-fan/ n [C] a large farm, 
esp. in a hot part of the world, on which a partic- 
ular crop is grown © a coffee/rubber plantation 
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plaque RECORD /plek/ n[C] a flat object, often 
of stone or metal, with text that records informa- 
tion about a person, place, or event © The plaque 
on the building pays tribute to the founder's 
generosity. 

SUBSTANCE /plak/ n [C/U] 1 a substance that 
grows on your teeth if you do not brush them reg- 
ularly 2 Plaque is also a substance that may grow 
inside the body with certain diseases: About 20 
companies are working on treatments for Alzheimer’s 
that would interfere with plaque formation. 


plasma /'plez-ma/ n[U] biology the liquid part 
of blood that carries the blood cells 


plaster WALL COVERING /'ples-tor/ n[U] a sub- 
stance that is used esp. for spreading on walls and 
ceilings because it makes a smooth, hard surface 
after it dries 

plaster /'plas-tar/ v [T] 1 Someone will come in 
tomorrow to plaster the wall where the plumber had 
to make a hole. 2 infmi To plaster a surface or an 
object with something is to cover it completely or 
thickly: She has plastered her bedroom walls with 
posters of pop singers. 


INJURY PROTECTION /'plzes-tar/ n[C] 8r BAND-AID. 


plaster of Paris n (U] a mixture of a white 

powder and water that becomes hard as it dries 
and is used to make statues, MOLDS, and other 
objects 


plastic MATERIAL /'plzs-tik/ n [C/U] any one of 
a group of materials made chemically and shaped 
into different forms for different uses © [U] The 
cover of the book is actually made of plastic, though 
it looks like cloth. © [C] Plastics can be produced in 
the form of fibers or sheets and are used in building 
materials as well as in consumer goods. 
plastic /'plas:-tik/ adj [not gradable] © a plastic 
bag/bottle/container 

SOFT /'plees-tik/ adj soft enough to be shaped into 
different forms © Clay is a plastic material. 


plastic surgery n [U] medical operations to 
repair a damaged or badly formed area of skin or 
bone, or to improve a person’s appearance 


plate DISH /pleit/ n [C] 1 a flat dish on which 
food is served or from which it is eaten 2 A plate 
(also plateful) is an amount of food on a plate: 
Dominic helped himself to a plate of spaghetti. 

FLAT PIECE /pleit/ n [C] a flat piece of something 
that is hard, does not bend, and is usually used to 
cover something © Large, metal plates covered the 
trench in the roadway. 

ADD THIN LAYER /pleit/ v [T] to cover a metal ob- 
ject with a thin layer of another metal, esp. gold 
or silver © gold plated 
plate /plert/ n [U] © The knives and forks are silver 
plate. 

LAYER /pleit/ n[C] earth science one of the large 
moving layers of rock that the earth’s surface is 
believed to be made of > Picture: tectonic plate 


plateau /ple 'tou/ n[C] 1 earth sciencea large, 
flat area of land that is higher than the land around 


it 2 A plateau is also a period during which there 
are no big changes: The crime rate in the city 
reached a plateau in the 1980s and then declined. 
plateau /ple 'tou/ v [I] to reach a level and stay 
there, rather than rising or falling © The population 
increase is expected to plateau in the year 2007. 


plate glass n [UJ large sheets of glass used esp. 
as windows and doors in stores and offices © a 
plate-glass window 


platelet /'pleit-lo/ n[C] biology a very small cell 
in the blood that makes the blood thicker and 
stops it from flowing when you cut yourself 


plate tectonics /'pleit tek'tan-iks/ n [U] 
earth science the theory that the earth’s surface 
is made of large layers of rock that are always mov- 
ing, causing EARTHQUAKES and VOLCANOES, and 
explaining the creation of the varied features of 
the earth’s surface > Picture: tectonic plate 


platform /‘pleet-fa:rm/ n[C] 1 a flat, raised area 
or structure © We waited on the platform for the 
train to arrive from Boston. 2 Politicians’ or political 
partys’ platforms are the things they say they be- 
lieve in and that they will achieve if they are 
elected: He campaigned on a platform of reducing 
taxes and cutting the costs of government. 


platinum /‘plaet-®n-am/ n[U] a valuable metal 

that is silver in color, does not react easily with 
other elements, and is used in jewelry and in 
industry 


platitude /‘plaet-9 ,tu:d/ n [C] a statement that 
has been repeated so often that it is meaningless 
© They nodded at every platitude about making sac- 
rifices today for a better tomorrow. 


platonic /pla'tan-1k/ adj (of a relationship or 
emotion) affectionate but not sexual 


platoon /ple'tu:n/ n [C] a military unit consist- 
ing of a group of about 20 soldiers who are all 
members of a COMPANY 


platter /‘plet-or/ n[C] 1 a large plate used for 

serving food 2 In a restaurant, a platter is a dish 
with a variety of foods on it: /’d like the seafood 
platter, please. 


plaudit /‘plo:d-at/ n[C usually pl] fm/ an expres- 
sion of approval; praise © She won plaudits for her 
toughness during tense labor negotiations. 


plausible /'plo:-za-bal/ adj possibly true; able to 
be believed © a plausible excuse/explanation 


play ENJOY /plei/ v[I] to spend time doing some- 
thing enjoyable or amusing © The children spent the 
afternoon playing. 
playful /‘plet-fal/ adj done as a form of play 
rather than intended seriously, or wanting to have 
a good time and not feeling serious © She gave him 
a playful push. oO My mother was in a playful mood 
that day. 

COMPETE /pler/ v [I/T] 1 to take part in a game or 
other organized activity © [T] He loves playing foot- 
ball. © [|] What team does she play for? 2 \f you play 
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a person or team, you compete against them: [T] 
We're going to the stadium to see New York play 
Chicago. 3 If you play the ball or a shot, you hit or 
kick the ball: [T] In golf, you have to take time to 
decide how to play difficult shots. 4 In a card game, 
to play a card is to choose it from the ones you are 
holding and put it down on the table. 

play /pler/ n 1 [U] Play was suspended because of 
a heavy rainstorm. 2 |f a ball or something else is 
in play, it is in a position where it can be used as 
part of the regular action in a game or sport, and 
if it is out of play, it is not in such a position: [U] 
She put the ball in play in midfield. 3 In sports, a 
play can also be a particular action or a plan for a 
specific set of actions: [C] The school football team 
has been practicing new plays all week. 

player /'pler-ar/ n[C] someone who takes part in 
a sport or game © This basketball team has a lot of 
talented players. © (fig.) The company is one of the 
leading players (= organizations taking part) in the 
deal. 

ACT /plei/ v 1 to perform as a character in a play 
or movie, or (of a performance) to be shown © [T] 
She played the part of a beautiful and brilliant sc- 
entist. © [I] What’s playing at (= being shown at) 
the local movie theaters? 2 To play is also to behave 
or pretend in a particular way, esp. to produce an 
effect or result: [L] Don’t play dumb with me (= pre- 
tend you don’t know anything) — you know very 
well what happened! 3 To play can mean to influ- 
ence or have an effect on: [T] The president denied 
that politics played any part in his decision to appoint 
a woman to the Supreme Court. 4 To play a joke on 
someone or play a trick on someone is to deceive 
someone for amusement or in order to get an ad- 
vantage: She loves to play jokes on her friends. 
play /pler/ n[C] literature a story that is intended 
to be acted out before people who have come to 
see it O She starred in many Broadway plays in her 
career. 


PRODUCE SOUNDS/PICTURES /pler/ v [I/T] to per- 
form music on an instrument, or to cause some- 
thing that produces sound or a picture to operate 
© [I/T] She plays (the piano) beautifully. 0 [T] | was 
just playing my stereo. © | learned how to play the 
guitar by ear (= by listening rather than by reading 
music). 
player /'plet-ar/ n [C] 1 someone who plays a 
musical instrument © a cello/flute player 2 A player 
is also a machine: a CD/record player 


RISK MONEY /plei/ v [T] to risk money, esp. on the 
results of races or business deals, hoping to win 
money © He plays the stock market. 


WORD FAMILY play 


Nouns play 
interplay 


Verbs play 
outplay 
replay 


playfully 


replay 
player 
Adjectives playful 


Adverbs 


IDIOMS with play 


ea play on words an amusing use of a word or 
phrase that has more than one meaning 


eplay ball infm! to agree to work with or help 
someone in the way the person has suggested © 
The family wanted a full-time nurse but the insurance 
company refused to play ball (= would not pay for 
one). 

e play your cards right to do the correct things to 
achieve the desired result © If you play your cards 
right, you could make a lot of money out of this. 

e play games to behave in a way that is not serious 
or honest enough © I’m not interested in playing 
games with people at city hall on the tax issue. © 
Stop playing games with me, or you will not be al- 
lowed to go out this weekend. 

eplay hardball infm/ to behave in an unpleasant, 
threatening way so that you get what you want © 
He’s a nice guy, but he can play hardball when he 
has to. 

eplay havoc with 1 to make a situation much 
more difficult or confusing © The snowstorm is re- 
ally playing havoc with rush-hour traffic. 2 to dam- 
age something © The acid rain plays havoc with 
marine life. 

eplay hooky, play hookey to stay away from 
school without permission © They played hooky and 
went fishing. 

eplay it by ear to decide what to do when you 
know what is happening, rather than planning in 
advance © “/ can’t tell you what to expect.” “Don’t 
worry, I'll play it by ear.” 

e play it safe to avoid any risks © Let’s play it safe 
and allow an extra ten minutes to get there. 

e play with fire to do something that could cause 
you trouble later © You’re playing with fire if you try 
to cheat on the test. 


PHRASAL VERBS with play 


eplay along to act as if you agree with something 
that is happening, esp. if it is something wrong © 
She claims she was fired because she refused to play 
along with the coverup. 

eplay around to have a sexual relationship with 
someone other than your husband or wife 

e play back something [M] to hear a sound record- 
ing or see a film that has been previously recorded 
O She taped the Olympic speed skating final so that 
she could play it back later. © Related noun: 
PLAYBACK 

eplay down something [M] to make something 
seem less important than or not as bad as it really 
is O The doctor tried to play down the seriousness of 
my father’s illness, but we weren't fooled. 

e play up CAUSE TROUBLE to behave or operate in 
a way that causes difficulty © /s your ulcer playing 
up again? 

eplay up something GIVEIMPORTANCE [M] to 
make something seem more important or better 
than it really is, esp. to get an advantage © The 
report plays up the benefits of the plan, but doesn’t 
say much about the costs. 

eplay with something to use something in a way 
that is not serious or careful © You're not really mak- 
ing a budget, you're just playing with numbers. © 
Stop playing with your food. 


playback /'plet-beek/ n [C/U] the act of listening 
to or watching something that was previously re- 
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corded © [C] Each playback will sound as pure as 
the original. O Related verb: PLAY BACK 


playboy /‘plei-b21/ n [C] a rich man who spends 
his time and money on luxuries and a life of 
pleasure 


playful /‘plei-fal/ adj o See at PLAY ENJOY 


playground /‘pler-graund/ n [C] an outside 
area designed for children to play:in 


playhouse THEATER /'ple1-haus/ n[C] a theater 


CHILD’S TOY /'pler-hauz/ n [C] a small house that 
is a model of a real house, designed for children 
to play in 


playing card n [C] one of a set of 52 small, 
rectangular pieces of stiff paper, each with a num- 
ber or face and one of four signs printed on it, used 
in games _ 


playing field PLACE FOR SPORTS n [C] an 
open, outside area for sports, esp. one that is 
marked with lines for playing a sport 

COMPETITION n[C usually sing] a situation where 
there is competition © All we ask is that there be a 
level playing field (= equal opportunities) for every- 
one bidding for the work. 


playmate /‘pler-meit/ n [C] a friend, esp. an- 
other child, with whom a child often plays © We 
were childhood playmates. 


playoff, play-off /‘plei-2:f/ n [C] one of a series 
of games played after the regular season to decide 
which teams will advance to play for the CHAM- 
PIONSHIP (= compete to be recognized as the best 
team) © the basketball playoffs © a playoff game 


playpen /'plei-pen/ n [C] a small structure with 
bars or a net around the sides but open at the top, 
for a baby to play in 


plaything Toy /'ple1-619/ n [C] a child’s toy, or 
something used like a toy © Fancy cars were the 
playthings of the rich. 

PERSON /'ple1-@1n/ nm [C] a person who is not 
treated with care or respect 


playwright /‘plei-ratt/ n [C] a person who 
writes plays . 


plaza /'plzz,9, ‘plaz-a/n[C] an open, public area 
in a city or town, or a group of buildings with 
stores, often including an open, public area 0 New 
York City’s Rockefeller Plaza 


plea REQUEST /pli:/ n [C] an urgent and emo- 
tional request © The president made a strong plea 
to Congress to vote on the health-care bill. 

STATEMENT /pli:/ n [C] /aw the answer that a per- 
son gives in court to the accusation of having com- 
mitted a crime © He received a sentence of 5 to 10 
years for his guilty plea to the robbery. 


plea bargain »n [C] social studies an agree- 
ment to allow someone accused of a crime to ad- 
mit to being guilty of a less serious crime in order 
to avoid being tried for the more serious one 
plea bargaining n [C] social studies the legal 
discussion that may result in a plea bargain 


pleat 


plead REQUEST /pli:d/ v [I] past pleaded, pled to 
make an urgent, emotional statement or request 
for something © She appeared on television to plead 
for help in finding her child. 


STATE /pli:d/ v[T] past pleaded, pled fm/ to give an 
official answer to an accusation in a law court © to 
plead guilty/not guilty 


pleasant /'plez-ant/ adj enjoyable or attractive, 
or (of a person) friendly and easy to like © We spent 
a pleasant afternoon at the beach. © She had a 
pleasant manner and was popular with everyone. 
pleasantly /'plez-ant-li/ adv 0 Mohammed was 
pleasantly surprised to get a B in history. 


pleasantry /'plez:an-tri/ n [C usually pl] a po- 
lite remark, usually made by people when they first 
meet to show they are friendly © The officials shook 
hands and exchanged pleasantries about the 
weather before getting down to business. 


please POLITE REQUEST /pli:z/ exclamationcom- 
monly used in order to make a request more po- 
lite, or, sometimes, to make it stronger or urgent 
© Could | please have some ketchup for my ham- 
burger? © Please be sure to take all your personal 
belongings when you leave the train. © Please do as 
! say and don't ask questions. 0 “Would you like 
some more salad?” “Please (= yes, | would).” 


MAKE HAPPY /pli:z/ v [I/T] to make someone feel 
happy or satisfied, or to give someone pleasure © 
[I/T] He did what he could to please her, but she was 
hard to please. © [T] I’m pleased to report that sales 
have increased by 15%. © [I] She'll listen to what you 
say, but in the end she'll do as/what she pleases (= 
what she wants to do). 
pleased /pli:zd/ adj 1 happy or satisfied © a 
pleased expression 0 Mom was not pleased when she 
saw my grades. 2 A person may say (I’m) pleased 
to meet you as a polite way of greeting someone 
when they meet for the first time. 
pleasing /'pli:-z19/ adj giving a feeling of satis- 
faction or enjoyment © a pleasing performance/ 
design 


WORD FAMILY please 


Nouns pleasure Adjectives 
pleasantry 


displeasure 


pleasant 
unpleasant 
pleased 
pleasing 


Verb 
<= pleasurable 


please 
displease 


Exclamations please 


Adverbs pleasantly 
unpleasantly 


pleasure /'ple3-ar/ n [C/U] a feeling of enjoy- 
ment or satisfaction, or something that produces 
this feeling © [U] The boy’s visits gave his grand- 
parents a great deal of pleasure. © [C usually sing] 
It’s always a pleasure to see you. 
pleasurable /'ple3:a-ra-bal/ adj pleasant © The 
hotels were not so good, but on the whole the trip 
was a pleasurable experience. 


pleat /pli:t/ n[C] a flat, usually narrow, fold made 
in a piece of cloth by pressing or sewing two parts 
of the cloth together 
pleated /'pli:t-ad/ adj a pleated skirt 
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pled /pled/ past simple and past participle of PLEAD 


pledge /pled3/ n [C] a formal promise, or some- 
thing that is given as a sign that you will keep a 
promise © a pledge of friendship © The telethon 
raised $150,000 in pledges for leukemia research. 
pledge /pled3/ v © [T] Many countries have 
pledged food and funds to aid the region. © [+ to 
infinitive] The police pledged to arrest those 
responsible. 


Pledge of Allegiance n[U] a promise to be 
loyal to the US that is said esp. by children at 
school at the start of each day © The teacher asked 
the children to stand and recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 


plenary /'‘pli:-na-ri, 'plen-a-/ adj [not gradable] 
fmi having all the members of a group or organi- 
zation present © a plenary session 


plenty /'plent-i/ n [(U] an amount or supply that 
is enough or more than enough, or a large number 
or amount © This car has plenty of power. © | didn’t 
eat them all — there’s plenty left for you. 0 (infml) 
This car cost me plenty (= a lot of money). © Have 
another sandwich — there’s plenty more where that 
came from (= a lot more available). 
plenty /'plent-i/ adv [not gradable] infm/o He was 
plenty mad. 
plentiful /'plent-1-fal/ adj © Strawberries are in 
plentiful supply this year. 


plethora /'pleo-a-ra/ n (U] a very large amount 
of something, esp. a larger amount than you need, 
want, or can deal with © a plethora of excuses/agen- 
cies/diet books 


pliable /'plat-o-bal/, pliant /‘plar-ant/ adj (of a 
substance) easily bent without breaking or crack- 
ing, Or (of a person) easily influenced or controlled 
by others © soft, pliable materials © A more pliant 
leader would compromise. 


pliers /'plat-arz/ p! na small tool used for pulling, 
holding, or cutting that has two handles that you 
press together in order to bring together two spe- 
cially shaped pieces of metal at the other end 


plight /plart/ n [C usually sing] an unpleasant 
condition, esp. a serious, sad, or difficult one 0 My 
problems aren’t much compared with the plight of 
the storm victims. 


PLO / pi:-el'ou/ n [U] world history abbreviation for 
Palestine Liberation Organization (= an organiza- 
tion formed to protect and to represent Palestini- 
ans and that seeks to establish an independent 
Palestinian state). 


plod WALK /plad/ v [I always + adv/prep] -dd- to 
walk taking slow steps as if your feet are heavy © 
Danny plodded through the store behind his wife. 


WORK /plad/ v [I always + adv/prep] -dd- to work 
or do something slowly and continuously in a tir- 
ing or boring way © | sat at my desk, plodded ahead 
doggedly, and finished the paper before noon. 
plodding /'plad-1n/ adj o I'll try not to bore you 
with a lot of plodding details. 


plop SOUND /plap/ n[C] a soft sound like that of 
something dropping lightly into a liquid 

PUT /plap/ v [always + adv/prep] -pp- to sit down 
or land heavily, or to put something down heavily 
without taking care © [I] He came over and plopped 
down next to me. © [T] He plopped the sandwich into 
the pan. 


plot SECRET PLAN /plat/ n[C] a secret plan to do 
something that is wrong, harmful, or illegal © The 
police discovered a plot to rob the bank. 
plot /plat/ v -tt- 0 [T] They were accused of plotting 
the removal of the king. © [+ to infinitive] They were 
plotting to blow up the dam. 
plotter /'plat-ar/ n [C] 

STORY /plat/ n[C] literature the plan or main story 
of a book, film, play, etc. © The novel has a com- 
plicated plot that is sometimes difficult to follow. 


MARK /plat/ v [T] -tt- 1 mathematics to mark a 
paper or use a computer to show the position of 
a number or represent a solution to an EQUATION 
(= mathematical statement) and create a GRAPH (= 
drawing) 2 To plot something is also to mark or 
draw lines showing a route on a piece of paper or 
a map, or to put numbers on a piece of paper to 
show how amounts are related: He plotted a course 
between Hawaii and Tahiti. oO We measured and plot- 
ted the amounts of chemicals that were released in 
the countryside. 


GROUND /plat/ n [C] a small piece of land that has 
been marked or measured for a particular purpose 
© a garden plot 


plow TOOL /plau/ n [C] a large farming tool with 
blades that dig into the earth, or a large, curved 
blade fixed to the front of a vehicle that moves 
snow or sand 
plow /plau/ v [I/T] ° [T] /t rained so much | thought 
I‘d have to plow the crops under. © [I] | won't be able 
to drive to the store until they plow. 


FORCE /plau/ v [always + adv/prep] to force your 
way, or to advance slowly although it is difficult o 
[I] His truck left the road and plowed through some 
small trees. © [T] He picked the book up again and 
plowed his way through two more chapters. 

INVEST /plau/ v [T always + adv/prep] to invest 
money in a business to make it successful © If we’re 
hit by higher taxes, we'll have a little less to plow 
back into the business. 


ploy /plo1/ n [C] something that is done or said, 
often dishonestly, in order to get an advantage; a 
trick © a marketing ploy 


pluck REMOVE /plak/ v [T] 1 to remove some- 
thing, esp. with a sudden movement © Astronauts 
plan to use the shuttle’s robot arm to pluck the sat- 
ellite out of space. 2 If you pluck something, you 
remove hair or feathers from it by pulling: She 
plucked her eyebrows. © | don’t think | could pluck a 
chicken. 

BRAVERY /plak/ n [U] bravery and a strong desire 
to succeed © Her 80-plus years have not dulled her 
pluck. 
plucky /'plak:i/ adj brave © Terriers are plucky little 
dogs with independent spirits and reckless courage. 
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717 pluralism 


PULL AT /plak/ v [I/T] to pull at something with 
your fingers and then release it © [T] Jenkins’s idea 
of swinging is plucking violins. © [I] (fig.) Her stories 
are designed to pluck at your heartstrings. 


plug ELECTRICAL DEVICE /plag/ n [C] 1 a small 
plastic or rubber device with metal pins that con- 
nects the end of a wire on a piece of electrical 
equipment to a supply of electricity 2 A plug is also 
a SPARK PLUG. 
plug /plag/ v[I/T] -gg- © [M] All you have to do is 
plug in the computer. © [T] I'd like to plug the stereo 
into that outlet. © [I] These systems plug into TV sets 
and run games. 


HOLE BLOCK /plag/ n [C] a small piece of esp. 
rubber or plastic that fits into a hole in order to 
block it © / was trying to fill the bathtub, but Mat- 
thew kept pulling out the plug. 
plug /plag/ v [T] -gg- © Workers finished plugging 
the hole in the dam. 

ADVERTISE /plag/ v[T] -gg- to advertise something 
by talking about it or praising it, esp. on television 
or radio 
plug /plag/ n[C] © He took the opportunity to put 
in a plug for his new book. 


PHRASAL VERB with plug 


e plug away to keep working hard in a determined 
way, esp. at something that you find difficult 0 
She's been plugging away at that novel for years. 


plug-in n [C] a small device or computer pro- 
gram that is designed to be used with and fits into 
a larger one 


plum FRUIT /plam/n[C] a small, round fruit with 
a smooth, usually red-purple skin, sweet flesh, and 
a single large seed 

SOMETHING GOOD /plam/ n[C] something that is 
very good and worth having 
plum /plam/ adj [not gradable] © Senior staff 
members get all the plum assignments. 


plumbing /'plam-in/ n [U] the system of pipes 
and other devices that carry water in a building © 
bathroom plumbing 
plumber /'plam-ar/ n [C] someone whose job is 
to supply, connect, and repair water pipes and 
devices 


plume /plu:m/n[C] 1a long, large feather © She 
wore a hat with a tall white plume. 2 A plume of 
something like smoke, steam, or dust is a long 
mass of it that rises up into the sky: A black plume 
of smoke rose from the ship. 
plumage /'plu:-mid3/ n [U] the feathers that 
cover a bird © a parrot with bright plumage 


plummet /‘plam-at/ v [I] to fall very quickly and 
suddenly © Temperatures plummeted last night. © 
The parachute failed to open and he plummeted to 
the ground. 


plump /plamp/ adj [-er/-est only] having a soft, 
rounded shape; slightly fat © plump hands © a 
plump, middle-aged woman © The berries are plump 
and juicy. 


plump /plamp/ v[T] © The nurse plumped the pil- 
lows (= shook them to make them bigger and 
softer). 


PHRASAL VERB with plump 


eplump for something/someone infmi to support 
something or someone enthusiastically © Marcy 
had been writing campaign speeches and plumping 
for McCarthy since December. 


plunder /'plan-dar/ v [I/T] to steal goods force- 
fully from a place, esp. during a war © [I] After the 
battle the soldiers began looting and plundering. © 
[T] (fig.) He plundered (= took from) his ballet scores 
in writing his later operas. 
plunder /'plan-dar/ n [U] © We met after school 
and divided our plunder so each boy would have 
about the same amount. 


plunge /pland3/ v [I/T] 1 to move or fall sud- 
denly forward, down, or into something © [I] Her 
car plunged off the cliff. © [I] He plunged into the 
crowd, smiling and shaking hands. © [T always + 
adv/prep] She suddenly plunged the knife into the 
cake. 2 If a value or price plunges, it suddenly be- 
comes less: [!] Rumors on Wall Street have caused 
stock prices to plunge. 3 If a person or group 
plunges into an activity, or a place plunges into a 
condition, it suddenly experiences it: [I always + 
adv/prep] The economy was in danger of plunging 
into a depression. © [T always + adv/prep] The storm 
cut power lines, plunging the town into darkness. 
plunge /pland3/ n[C] © A tree broke his plunge 
downhill. © The rapid plunge of the stock market 
caused panic among investors. 


plunger /'plan-d3ar/ n[C] a device consisting of 
a cup-shaped piece of rubber on the end of a stick, 
used to remove substances blocking a pipe, esp. 
in a kitchen or bathroom 


plunk Put /plagk/ v [T always + adv/prep] 1 to 
put something down heavily or suddenly o [M] 
She plunked the trashcan down in the driveway. 2 If 
you plunk money down, you pay it: [M] She 
plunked down most of her savings to buy the house. 

SOUND /plank/ n [U] a sound like that made when 
a hollow object is dropped © The stone dropped in 
the lake with a satisfying plunk. 


pluperfect /plu: 'psr-fikt/ n, adj grammar the 
PAST PERFECT 


plural /'plur-al/ adj [not gradable] grammar be- 
ing the form of a word used to talk about more 
than one thing © a plural verbo “Cats” and “cattle” 
are plural nouns. © Compare SINGULAR GRAMMAR 
plural /'plur-al/ n [C/U] grammar o [U] “Geese” 
is the plural of “goose.” 
pluralize /'plur-a,laiz/ v [T] grammar to make 
a word plural in form © Certain nouns, such as “in- 
formation,” cannot be pluralized. 


pluralism /'plur-aliz-am/_n [U] social studies 
the existence of people of different races, religious 
beliefs, and cultures within the same society, or the 
belief that this is a good thing © religious pluralism 
© political pluralism 
pluralistic /,plor-a'lis-tik/, pluralist /'plor-a-last/ 
adj social studies © the pluralistic American system 
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plurality: 


plurality /plu'rel-at-i/ n [C/U] social studies 
(in elections involving three or more people) the 
difference between the number of votes received 
by the person who won and the number received 
by the person who is second, or a number of votes 
or places in a legislature that is more than any 
other party has but less than half the total number 
© [C] Jenson won by a plurality of 2000 votes over 
her nearest rival. 


plus © ADDITION /plas/, symbol + prep added to, 
or and in addition © Six plus four is ten. O That will 
be $16.99, plus tax. 
plus © /plas/, symbol + adj [not gradable] 1 They 
earn $100 an hour, plus or minus 10%. © Those cars 
cost $30,000 plus (= more than that amount). 2A 
mark such as B-plus (B+) or C-plus (C+) given to a 
student’s work means that the work is slightly bet- 
ter than if it were given the B or C mark. 
plus © /plas/ conjunction and also © The four of 
us, plus my son’s girlfriend, went out to dinner. 

ADVANTAGE /plas/ n [C] p/ pluses, plusses an ad- 
vantage or a good feature © Your teaching experi- 
ence will be a plus in this job. 


plush COMFORTABLE /plaf/ adj[-er/-est only] ex- 
pensive, comfortable, and of high quality © a plush 
hotel room 


CLOTH /plaf/ n[U] thick, soft cloth, with a surface 
like short fur, that is used esp. for covering 
furniture 


plus sign n[C] infmi an ADDITION SIGN 


Pluto /'plu:t-ou/ n [U] a large, round mass of 
matter ninth in order of distance from the sun, af- 
ter Neptune, considered in the past to be a planet 


plutonium /plu: 'tou-ni:-am/ n[U] a metal that 
is used esp. as a fuel in the production of nuclear 
power, and in nuclear weapons 


ply LAYER /plai/ n [U] a layer of something such 
as wood or paper, or a thread that is wrapped with 
other threads to form YARN (= wool cord) or rope 
© two-ply facial tissue 


WORK /plai/ v [T] to work at something regularly © 
New buses plied the city’s bus routes this week. 


TRAVEL /plai/ v [I/T] to travel over distances regu- 
larly by boat or other form of transport © [T] Large 
numbers of vessels plied the waters between New 
York and Cape Hatteras. 


PHRASAL VERB with ply 


eply someone with something 1 to give large 
amounts of something to someone © We were plied 
with coffee, doughnuts, and refreshments. 2 \f you 
ply someone with questions, you ask that person 
many questions: Anxious to hear firsthand the latest 
about the outside world, they plied us with questions. 


plywood /‘plai-wud/ n [U] wood in sheets that 
is made of several thin layers glued together © ply- 
wood bookshelves 


p.m. P.M. /pi:'em/ adv [not gradable] used when 
referring to a time between twelve o’clock in the 
middle of the day and twelve o’clock at night; in 
the afternoon or evening or at night © Our plane 
is due to arrive at 8:30 p.m. OC Compare A.M. 


PMS rn [U] abbreviation for PREMENSTRUAL SYN- 
DROME 


pneumatic /nu'met-tk/ adj [not gradable] op- 
erated by air pressure, or containing air © pneu- 
matic tires 


pneumatic drill n [C] a JACKHAMMER 


pneumonia /nvu'moun-ja/_n [U] a serious ill- 
ness in which one or both lungs become red and 
swollen and filled with liquid © The patient died of 
pneumonia. 


P.O. n[U] abbreviation for POST OFFICE 


poach COOK /pout{/ v [T] to cook something in 
water or another liquid that is almost boiling © 
poached eggs 


TAKE ILLEGALLY /pout{/ v [I/T] to catch or kill an 
animal without permission on someone else’s 
property, or to kill animals illegally to get valuable 
parts of them © [T] Anybody you see with a piece of 
ivory has poached it. © [|] Foreign fishing boats were 
caught poaching offshore. 
poacher /'pou-tfar/ n [C] 


P.O. Box n [C] a POST OFFICE BOX 


pocket BAG /'pak-at/ n[C] 1 a small bag, usually 
made of cloth, sewn on the inside or outside of a 
piece of clothing and used to hold small objects © 
coat/pants/shirt pockets © She took her keys out of 
her pocket. © | paid for my ticket out of my own 
pocket (= with my own money). 2 A pocket is also 
a small container that is part of or attached to 
something else: The map is in the pocket on the car 
door. 3 In the game of POOL, the pockets are the 
holes around the edge of the table into which the 
balls are hit. 
pocket /'pak-at/ v [T] to put something in your 
pocket, or (fig.) to take money esp. when it has 
been obtained unfairly or illegally © He pocketed 
his change. © (fig.) Some sold nonexistent land and 
pocketed all the cash. 
pocket /'pak-at/ adj [not gradable] small enough 
to be kept in a pocket © a pocket diary © a pocket 
watch 
pocketful /'pak-at ,ful/ n[C] © a pocketful of coins 
PART /'pak-at/ n [C] a small part of something 
larger that is considered separate because of a par- 
ticular quality © It remained a pocket of poverty 
within a generally affluent area. 


pocketbook /‘pak-at ,buk/, bag, handbag, 

purse n[C] 1 a bag, often with a handle or a strap 
going over the shoulder, used esp. by women for 
carrying money and small items such as keys © | 
have a map in my pocketbook. 2 Someone’s pock- 
etbook is that person’s finances or ability to pay 
for something: The sales tax hits consumers in the 
pocketbook. 


pocketknife /'pak: at ,naif/ n [C] a small knife 
with one or more blades that can be folded into 
its handle 


pocket money on [U] a small amount of 
money for small expenses 


pocket-size, pocket-sized adj small enough to 
fit in a pocket © a pocket-size book 
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pocket veto n [C] social studies an indirect 
VETO (= refusal) of a new law by leaving it un- 
signed until the legislature has finished its work 


pockmark /'pak-mark/ n [C] a small hollow on 
the skin caused by a disease 
pockmarked /'pak-markt/ adj 1 a pockmarked 
face 2 A surface that is pockmarked has a lot of 
hollows in it: @ pockmarked wall 


pod /pad/ n [C] a long seed container that grows 
on some plants © a pea/bean pod 


podcast /'pad-kast/ n [C] a broadcast that is 
placed on the INTERNET for anyone who wants to 
listen to it or watch it © Some radio stations already 
are posting their talk shows on websites to reach 
podcast audiences. 

podcasting /'pad ,kzes-tin/ n [U] © Podcasting 
represents the next wave of do-it-yourself peer-to- 
peer broadcasting. 


podiatrist /pa'dai-a-trast/ n [C] a person 
trained in the treatment of problems and diseases 
of people’s feet 
podiatry /pa'dar-a-tri/ n [U] 


podium /'poud:i:-am/ n [C] 1 a small, low box 
or stage that someone stands on in order to be 
seen by a group of people, esp. to speak or CON- 
DUCT music © The conductor mounted the podium. 
2 A podium is also a LECTERN. 


poem /'pou-am, 'po:-1m/ n [C] literature a 
piece of writing in which the words are carefully 
chosen for the images and ideas they suggest, and 
in which the sounds of the words when read aloud 
often follow a particular rhythmic pattern 


WORD FAMILY poem 


Nouns poem 
poet 


poetry 


Adjectives poetic 


poet /'pou-at/ n [C] literature someone who 
writes poems 
poetic /pou'et-1k/ adj literature of or suggesting 
poets or poems © poetic language 
poetry /'pou-a-tri/ n [U] literature poems, esp. 
as a form of literature © the poetry of john Donne o 
Compare PROSE 


poetic justice /pou ,et-1k'd3as-tas/ n [U] a 
punishment or a reward that you feel is just, esp. 
when it is unexpected or unusual 


poetic license n [U] changes by a writer to 
facts or rules of good writing to make the work 
more interesting or effective 


pogrom /psa'gram, -'gram; 'pou-gram/ n [C] 
world history organized killing of a large group of 
people, esp. Jews, because of their religion or race 


poignant /'poin-jant/ adj causing a feeling of 
sadness O The monument is a poignant reminder of 
those who died in the war. 
poignantly /'psin-jant-li/ adv 
poinsettia / poin'set-a, -'set-i:-9/ n [C] a Cen- 
tral American plant with groups of bright red 
leaves that look like flowers 


Point SHARP END /point/ n [C] 1 the sharp or 
narrow end of something, such as a knife or pin © 
I stuck myself with the point of the needle. 2 A point 
is also a narrow piece of land that stretches out 
into the sea. 
pointed /'point-ad/ adj © a pointed arch © See 
also: POINTED 
pointy /'pornt-i/ adj [-er/-est only] © pointy shoes 

SHOW /point/ v[I/T] 1 to direct other people’s at- 
tention to something by signaling toward it with 
your finger © [I] “Look,” she said, pointing at the 
sign. © [M] Which one is your sister — would you point 
her out to me? 2 If something points in a particular 
direction, it is turned toward that direction: [I] The 
arrow points left. 
pointer /'point-ar/ n[C] 1 any of various things 
used for pointing, esp. a long, thin stick © The lec- 
turer used a pointer to show what part or the dia- 
gram he was referring to. 2 A pointer is also a 
helpful piece of advice or information: The booklet 
gives some useful pointers for getting around in 
Washington. 


IDEA EXPRESSED /point/ n [C] 1 an idea, opinion, 
or piece of information that is said or written O He 
made some good points in his speech. © The lawyers 
reviewed the issues point by point. © You have a point 
(= What you say is reasonable). 2 The point is the 
main or most important idea: He doesn’t have 
much money, but that’s not the point. 

POSITION /point/ geometry an exact position in 
Space that has no size and is usually represented 
by a small, round mark 


CHARACTERISTIC /point/ n [C] a particular quality 
or characteristic © Truthfulness is not one of his 
strong points. 


TIME OR PLACE /point/ n [C] a particular time, 
place, or stage reached in a process © She felt that 
they were at a critical point in their marriage. 

ADVANTAGE /point/ n[U] purpose or usefulness © 
What’s the point of leaving at six in the morning? 
pointless /'point-las/ adj having no useful pur- 
pose © a pointless argument © The trip seemed 
pointless. 

UNIT /paint/ n[C] a unit for measuring or counting 
© Our team won by seven points. © Interest rates 
dropped two percentage points. 

POSITION /poaint/ n[C] an exact position, or a small 
mark showing an exact position © Find the point in 
the map where Broadway intersects 15th Street. 
WORD FAMILY point 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


point 
pointer 


point 
pointlessly 
pointedly 


Adjectives pointy 
pointed 
pointless 


IDIOMS with point 


¢ point the finger at someone to say that someone 
should be blamed © / just tried to do what was right, 
and now everyone's pointing the finger at me. 
epoint the way (to something) to be among the 
first to show how something can be done © The 
new research points the way to the development of 
better vaccines. 
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PHRASAL VERBS with point 


epoint out something [M] to direct attention to- 
ward something © Angela pointed out some spelling 
errors in my paper. 

e point up something to make something clearer; 
show © The program teaches tolerance but also 
points up cultural similarities. 


point-blank /'point 'blaenk/ adv [not gradable] 
aimed or fired directly at from a close position © 
He was shot in the back, point-blank. © (fig.) He 
asked me point-blank (= directly) if | was lying. 


point charge n [C] physics a point in space 
that has an electrical CHARGE that exists only in 
theory and that cannot be measured 


pointed /'psint-ad/ adj intending criticism © He 
made a pointed remark about her unwillingness to 
volunteer. © See also: POINTED at POINT SHARP END 
pointedly /'point-ad-li/ adv in an obvious and 
intentional way © She pointedly ignored him. 


pointer /‘psint-ar/ no See at POINT SHOW 


pointless /'point-las/ adjo See at POINT ADVAN- 
TAGE 


point of no return n [C usually sing] the 
stage in a process when it is too late to change 
what you are doing so that you must continue © 
Once the contract is signed, we’ve reached the point 
of no return. 


point of view, viewpoint n [C] 1 a person’s 
opinion or particular way of thinking about some- 
thing © We’re interested in hearing all points of view. 
2 literature Point of view is also the voice in which 
a story is told and its relationship to the events in 
the story. 3 art In a painting or photograph, the 
point of view is the place where the artist chooses 
to stand and what this tells you about the subject. 


pointy /'point-i/ adj o See at POINT SHARP END 


poise /po1z/ n (U] behavior or a way of moving 
that shows calm confidence © “I! think it was a 
credit to our team that we kept our poise,” the coach 
said, “even when we were down by 21 points.” 
poised /paizd/ adj © Angela is a polite, poised 
young woman. 


poised /p1zd/ adj [not gradable] ready to move, 
or prepared and waiting for something to happen 
© The lion was poised to Strike. 


POisON SUBSTANCE /'po1-zan/ n [C/U] a sub- 
stance that causes illness or death if swallowed, 
absorbed, or breathed into the body © [U] poison 
gas © [C] Some cleaning products are poisons. © [U] 
He sprayed the weeds with poison. 
poison /'po1-zan/ v [T] to cause a person or ani- 
mal to take in poison, or to add poison to food or 
a liquid © He thinks someone is trying to poison him. 
© Her tea was poisoned. 
poisonous /'por-za-nas/ adj © The mushrooms 
they picked were poisonous. 


CAUSE HARM /'po1-zan/ v[T] to cause serious harm 
to something © Jealousy poisoned our relationship. 
© | don’t see why you think TV poisons people’s minds 
(= influences them in a bad way). 
poison /'po1-zan/ n[U] © the poison of hatred 


poison ivy n [UJ a North American plant that 
can cause your skin to become red and ITCH if the 
leaves touch you 


poke PUuSH /pouk/ v[I/T] to push a finger or other 
object into someone or something, or to push 
something through or past someone or something 
© [T] Quit poking me to move ahead — there are 
people in front of me. © [T] Josie poked her head 
around the corner to see what made the noise. 
poke /pouk/ n[C] © He gave his brother a poke in 
the arm. 


INVOLVE /pouk/ v [I always + adv/prep] to involve 
yourself or take part in (something) that is not your 
responsibility or does not involve you © He’s always 
poking into other people’s business. 


IDIOM with poke 


epoke fun at someone/something to make some- 
one or something seem ridiculous by making jokes 
about the person or thing © Late night comedy 
shows often poke fun at politicians. 


PHRASAL VERB with poke 


epoke around/about to search through some- 
thing, esp. without permission or without any par- 
ticular idea of what you might find © He loves going 
to auctions and poking around antique shops. 


poker GAME /'pou-kar/ n [U] a game played 
with cards in which people try to win money from 
each other 


TOOL /'pou-kar/ n [C] a long, metal pole that you 
can stick in a fire to move wood or coal so that it 
will burn better 


poker face n [C] an expression on someone’s 
face that does not show what the person is think- 
ing or feeling 
poker-faced adj, adv © He stared at us poker- 
faced. 


polar bear n [C] a large, white bear that lives 
in the cold regions of the north 


Polaris /ps'ler-as, -'lar-, -lzr-/ n [U] earth sci- 
ence the bright star almost directly above the 
North Pole 


polarize DIVIDE OPINIONS /'pou-la ,raiz/ v[1/T] 
to cause people in a group to have opposing po- 
sitions O [T] The property tax issue polarized the city 
council. 


LIGHT /'pou-la ,raiz/ v [T] physics to cause light to 
travel in a particular pattern, rather than going in 
all directions at once 
polarization /,pou-la-ra'zer:fan/ n [U] 


Polaroid /'pou-la ,rard/ n [C] trademark a camera 
that takes a picture and prints it after a few sec- 
onds, or a photograph taken with this type of 
camera 


pole STICK /poul/ n [C] a long, usually round, 
piece of wood or metal, often used to support 
something © a telephone pole © a tent pole 

PLACE /poul/ n [C] either of the two points at the 
most northern and most southern ends of the 
earth or another planet, around which the planet 
turns © the North/South Pole 
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polar /'pou-lar/ adj [not gradable] of or near the 
area around the most northern or most southern 
points of the earth © the polar ice cap © a polar 
expedition 

ELECTRICITY /poul/ n [C] either of the two ends 
of a magnet or two parts of a BATTERY (= device 
that produces electricity) which have opposite 
CHARGES 

polar /'pou-lar/ adj 1 (fig.) The play’s main char- 
acters are polar opposites (= They are completely 
opposite). 2 chemistry Polar also describes a sub- 
stance whose MOLECULES have opposite positive 
and negative poles 

polarity /pou ‘leer: at-i/ n [U] physics the quality 
in an object that produces opposite magnetic or 
electric charges 


polemic /pa'lem-1k/ n [C] mia piece of writing 
or a speech in which a person argues forcefully for 
Or against someone or something 
polemical /pa'lem-1-kal/ adj fm! © a series of po- 
lemical essays 


pole vault n [U] a sports competition in which 
you hold a long, stiff pole near one end and force 
it to bend so that when it straightens, it pushes 
you up over a high bar 


police /po'li:s/ p/n an official force whose job is 
to maintain public order, deal with crime, and 
make people obey the law, or the members of this 
force © | think you should call the police. © Police 
arrested two people in connection with the robbery. 
police /pa'li:s/ v[T] to control or maintain order, 
esp. with police © Security forces policed the border. 
© It’s up to the government to police the financial 
markets. 


police department n [C] an organization of 
police in a city,.region, or state 


police force n[C] the group of people who are 
employed as police in a city, region, or state 


police officer, male policeman /pa'li:-sman/, 
female policewoman /pa'li: swum-an/ n [C] pl po- 
licemen, p/ policewomen a member of the police 
force 


police state n [C] disapproving a country con- 
trolled by the government police 


police station n [C] the office of the local po- 
lice force 


policy © PLAN /'‘pal-a-si/ n [C] a set of ideas or 
a plan for action followed by a business, a govern- 
ment, a political party, or a group of people © The 
White House said there will be no change in policy. 

DOCUMENT /'pal-9-si/ n [C] a document showing 
an agreement you have made with an INSURANCE 
company © a life-insurance policy 


policyholder /‘pal-a-si: houl-dar/ n [C] a per- 
son who owns INSURANCE for a car, home, life, etc. 
© Each of the company’s 12 million policyholders will 
see premium increases of about 6%. 


policymaker, policy-maker /'pal-a-si:,mer-kar/ 
n[C] amember of a government department, leg- 
islature, or other organization who is responsible 


for making new rules, laws, etc. © U.S. policymakers 
are forced to make hard choices between national 
security and domestic priorities. 

policymaking, policy-making /‘pal-a-si: ;mer- 
kin/ n[U] © The Bundesbank said Thursday its policy- 
making council left the German discount rate 
unchanged. 


polio /'pou-li:,ou/, medical poliomyelitis /,pou- 
liz-OU ,;mal-9'lart-as/ n [U] a serious, infectious dis- 
ease of the nerves of the SPINE (= row of bones in 
the back) that can cause temporary or permanent 
PARALYSIS (= inability to move the body) 


polis /‘pal-as/ n[C] pi poleis world history a city- 
state in ancient Greece 


polish /‘pal-1f/ v [T] 1 to make something 
smooth and shiny by rubbing © He polished the 
hardwood floor. 2 \f you polish your nails, you paint 
them with a colored or colorless liquid to make 
them shine. 
polish /'pal-1J/ n [U] 1 1 just give my shoes a 
quick polish. 2 Polish is a cream or other substance 
that you use to clean or shine something: shoe/ 
furniture/silver polish 3 Someone or something 
with polish has great skill or perfect style: The rest 
of the cast comes nowhere near equaling his polish 
onstage. 
polished /‘pal-1ft/ adj [not gradable] 1 highly 
polished furniture 2 Someone who is polished is po- 
lite, graceful, and stylish: He’s suave, polished, and 
charming. 3 Something that is polished shows 
great skill: a polished performance 


PHRASAL VERBS with polish 


«polish off something [M] infmito finish something 
quickly and easily © He polished off two burgers and 
a mountain of French fries. 

epolish up something [M] to improve something 
© | write a rough draft on the computer and then 
polish it up a bit. 


polite /pa'lait/ adj behaving in a way that is so- 
cially correct and shows respect for other people’s 
feelings © She was too polite to point out my 
mistake. 
politely /pa'lait-li/ adv © He politely asked them 
to leave. 
politeness /pa'latt-nas/ n [U] © With unfailing 
politeness he answered their questions. 


WORD FAMILY polite 


Nouns politeness Adverbs politely 


impolitely 


Adjectives polite 
impolite 


WORD CHOICES polite 


The adjectives courteous, respectful, and well- 
mannered are sometimes used when someone 
is polite and shows respect for other people. 
Although she often disagreed with me, she 
was always courteous. 
They were quiet, well-mannered children. 
A man who is polite to a woman is sometimes 
described as chivalrous. > 
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prONic re 


He held open the door in that chivalrous way 
of his. 
Someone who is polite but in a formal and not 
very friendly way can be described as civil. 
Try to at least be civil toward him even if you 
don’t like him. 
Conversation which is polite and calm is some- 
times described as civilized. 
Let’s discuss this in a civilized manner. 


politic /'pal-a ,tik/ adj wise or practical © It would 
not be politic for you to be seen there. 


political /pa'itt-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] politics 
& government relating to politics © political parties 
© a political speech © Free trade is an ongoing politi- 
cal issue because it affects local employment rates. 
politically /pa'ttt-1-kli/ adv [not gradable] poli- 
tics & government © They encourage young people 
to become more politically active. 


political action committee, abbreviation 
PAC n [C] an organization that gives money and 
support to politicians in order to influence them 


politically correct, abbreviation PC adj disap- 
proving avoiding language or behavior that any 
particular group of people might feel is unkind or 
offensive © The politically correct term “firefighter” 
is used instead of “fireman.” 


political prisoner n [C] a person who has 
been put in prison for criticizing the government 


political science n [U] the study of govern- 
ment and political systems 


politics /‘pal-a,tiks/ n politics & government 1 
the activities of the government, politicians, or po- 
litical parties, or the study of these activities © [U] 
She got involved in local politics. 2 A person’s poli- 
tics are that person’s opinions about how a coun- 
try should be governed: [pl] His politics are 
becoming increasingly liberal. 3 Politics are also the 
activities of people who are trying to obtain an 
advantage within a group or organization: [pl] / 
don’t like to get involved in office politics. 
politician /,pal-a'trf-an/ n [C] politics & gov- 
ernment a person who Is active in politics, esp. as 
a job 
politicize /pa'lit-a,sa1z/ v[T] politics & govern- 
ment to make an organization, individual, or ac- 
tivity political or more aware of political matters © 
Law enforcement should not be politicized. 


WORD FAMILY politics 


Nouns politician 
politics 


Adjectives political 
apolitical 


Verbs  politicize politicized 


Adverbs __ politically 


polka /'poul-ka, 'pou-/ n [C] a fast, active dance 
from eastern Europe, or a piece of music for this 
dance 


polka dot /'pou-ka dat/ n[C usually pl] one of 
many round spots that form a pattern on cloth © 
a polka-dot bow tie 


poll OPINION /poul/ n [C] a study of a group’s 
opinion on a subject, in which people are ques- 
tioned and their answers examined © an opinion 
poll © We took a poll this week. 
poll /poul/ v [T] o Almost 86% of the parents polled 
said yes, and only 7% said no. 


RECEIVE VOTES /poul/ v [T] to receive a particular 
number of votes in an election © Bob Friedman 
polled 67% of the vote. 
polls /poulz/ p/n the places where people vote in 
a political election © The polls close in an hour. 


pollen /‘pal-an/ n (U] biology a powder pro- 
duced by the male part of a flower that causes the 
female part of other flowers of the same type to 
produce seeds 


pollen count n[C] a measurement how much 
POLLEN is in the air in a particular place or on a 
particular day 


pollinate /‘pal-a,neit/ v [T] biology to carry 
POLLEN from a male part of a flower to the female 
part of another flower of the same type 
pollination /,pal-a'ner-fan/ n [U] 


pollster /‘poul-star/ n [C] a person whose job is 
to ask people their opinions on a subject, as part 
of a POLL (= opinion study) 


poll tax n [C] social studies a tax of a set 
amount that must be paid by each adult, esp. in 
order to vote 


pollute /psa'lu:t/ v [T] to make air, water, or 
earth dirty or harmful to people, animals, and 
plants, esp. by adding harmful chemicals or waste 
© Chemical fertilizers and pesticides are polluting the 
groundwater. 
pollutant /pa'lu:t-®nt/ n [C] © Maybe there’s 
some kind of chemical pollutant in their drinking 
water. 
polluter /pa'lu:t-ar/ n [(C] a person or organiza- 
tion that pollutes 
pollution /pa'lu:-fan/ n (U] the act of polluting, 
or the substances that pollute © air pollution © Pol- 
lution from the factory could be contaminating 
nearby wells. 


polo /'pou-lou/ n[U] a game in which players rid- 
ing horses use wooden hammers with long han- 
dles to hit a ball into the opposing team’s goal 


polo shirt /‘pou-lou , fart/ n[C] a shirt with short 
sleeves, a collar, and some buttons at the neck 


polyatomic /,pal-i:-a'tam-1k/ adj (not grada- 
ble] physics, chemistry containing more than two 
atoms 


polychromatic /,pal-i:-krou'met:-1k/ adj phys- 
ics involving or producing light in all colors 

polyester / pal-i:'es-tar/ n (U] a cloth made 
from artificial substances © polyester pants 

polygamy /pa'lig:a-mi/ n (U] the custom or 
condition of being married to more than one per- 
son at the same time © Compare MONOGAMY 

polygon /'pal-1,gan/ n [C] geometry a flat 
shape with three or more straight sides © Triangles 
and squares are polygons. 
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poor 


polygonal /pa: 'lig-a-n*l/ n [C] geometry 


polygraph /‘pal-1,grzef/_n [C] fmi a LIE DE- 
TECTOR 


polyhedron / pal-i:'hi:-dran/ n [C] p! polyhe- 
drons, polyhedra geometry a solid shape with 
four or more flat surfaces 


polymer /'pal-a-mar/ n [C] chemistry a natural 
or artificial substance made from many smaller 
MOLECULES (= groups of combined atoms) 
polymerization /pa,lim-a-ra'zer-fan, _,pal-o- 
ma-ra-/ n [U] chemistry a chemical reaction in 
which many small molecules join to make a 
polymer 


polynomial /, pal-a'nou-mi:-al/ n [C] algebra 
a number or VARIABLE (= mathematical symbol), 
or the result of adding or subtracting two or more 
numbers or variables 


polyp /'pal-2p/ n [C] a small mass of tissue that 
grows in the body 


polysaccharide / pal-i: 'szek-9,rard/ n [U] bi- 
ology a type of CARBOHYDRATE (= substance that 
provides energy), whose MOLECULES (= smallest 
units of a substance) are groups of sugar molecules 
joined together 


polytechnic /,pal-a'tek-nik/ n [C] a college 
where students study scientific and technical sub- 
jects O Compare UNIVERSITY 


polytheism / pal-1'éi: 1z-am/ n[U] the belief in 
or worship of more than one god 


polyunsaturated fat / pal-i: an'szet/-9,rert- 
ad/n[C] a fat or oil with a chemical structure that 
does not easily change into CHOLESTEROL (=a fatty 
substance that can cause heart disease) in the 
blood 


pomegranate /'pam-a,gren-at, ‘pam ,green-/ 
n[C] a round, thick-skinned fruit with a center full 
of large, juicy, edible seeds 


pomp /pamp/ n [U] showy, formal ceremony, 
esp. on public occasions © Pomp and pageantry ac- 
companied the royal couple on their state visit. 


Pompom /'pam-pam/, pompon /'pam-pan/ n 
[C] a small ball of loose strings or pieces of YARN 
used as a decoration, esp. on the top of a hat, or 
a ball of loose strips of paper or plastic waved at 
sports events 


Pompous /'pam-pes/ adj disapproving feeling or 
showing that you think you are better or more im- 
portant than other people © / regarded him as 
somewhat pompous and opinionated. 
pomposity /pam'pas-at-i/, pompousness /'pam- 
pa-snas/ n [U] disapproving O the pomposity of New 
York society 


poncho /'pan-tfou/ n [C] p! ponchos an outer 
piece of clothing without sleeves which hangs 
from your shoulders, made of a large piece of ma- 
terial with a hole in the middle for your head 


pond /pand/ n [C] a still area of water smaller 
than a lake, often artificially made 


ponder /‘pan-dar/ v[I/T] to consider something 
carefully for a long time © [T] She ponders the re- 
action she'll receive. © [|] The back porch is a quiet 
place where | can ponder. 


ponderous /'pan-do-ras/ adj slow and awk- 
ward because of being very heavy or large, or (esp. 
of speech or writing) boring and difficult © a pon- 
derous pace © ponderous dialogue 


pontiff /‘pant:af/ n [C] a POPE (= leader of the 
Roman Catholic Church) 


pontificate /pan'tif-1,kert/ v [I] to speak in an 
important manner as if only your opinion was cor- 
rect © Experts get on the tube and pontificate about 
the economy. 


pontoon /pan'tu:n/ n [C] a small, flat boat or 
similarly shaped metal structure used esp. to form 
or support a temporary floating bridge 


pony /'pou-ni/ n [C] a small type of horse 


pony express n [(U] a system for carrying mail 
using horses and riders, which existed in the Amer- 
ican West in the 1800s 


ponytail /‘pou-ni: ,terl/ nC] a hairstyle in which 
the hair is gathered and fastened at the back of 
the head so that it hangs down loosely 


pooch /pu:tJ/ n [C] infmla dog 


poodle /'pu:d-4l/ n [C] a type of dog with curly 
hair that is usually cut only on parts of its body 


pool LIQUID /pu:l/ n[C] 1 a small area of usually 
still water, or a small amount of liquid © pools of 
water in the gutter © a pool of blood 2 A pool is also 
a SWIMMING POOL. 

COLLECTION /pu:l/ n [C] 1 an amount of money 
or anumber of people or things collected together 
for shared use by several people or organizations 
© Their profits get plowed back into a pool to pay 
subscribers’ claims. 2 A pool is also the total 
amount of money risked by people on the result 
of a card game or sports event: an office Super Bowl 
pool 
pool /pu:l/ v [T] © The kids pooled their money to 
buy their parents plane tickets. 

GAME /pu:|/ n [U] a game played by two or more 
people in which a CUE (= long, round stick) is used 
to hit a white ball against other balls in order to 
roll them into one of six holes around the edge of 
a special table © a pool table 


POOP /pu:p/ n [U] infmi excrement 
poop /pu:p/ v [I] infm! 

poop out /'pu:p'‘avt/ v [I] infmi to become very 
tired © | just poop out if | stay up too late. 


pooped /pu:pt/ adj infmivery tired 0 Students are 
pooped because they’re juggling classes, studying, 
and jobs. 

pooper-scooper /'pu:-par'sku:-par/ n [C] a 
small tool used for picking up dog excrement from 
public places 


poor NO MONEY /pur, pour/ adj [-er/-est only] 
having little money or few possessions, or lacking 
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something important © He came from a poor, im- 
migrant family. © Most of the world’s poorest coun- 
tries are in Africa. © The country is poor in natural 
resources. 
poor /pur, pour/ p/n poor people © She gives a 
lot of money to the poor. 
WORD CHOICES poor 
Penniless or impoverished are more formal al- 
ternatives to “poor.” 

! was a penniless student. 

Benefits should be targeted at the most 

impoverished families. 
In informal English, broke or the phrase 
strapped (for cash) are ways of saying that 
someone has very little money at a particular 
time. 

I’m not going away this year. I’m broke. 

Most schools are pretty strapped for cash. 
Needy people are poor and do not have 
enough food, clothes, etc. 

Your donations will make a difference to 

needy children all over the world. 
lf a person or place is poverty-stricken, that 
person or place is suffering very badly from the 
effects of being poor. 

He visited poverty-stricken countries where 

people are starving. 
Destitute is used when someone is extremely 
poor and has no house or possessions. 

The floods left thousands of people destitute. 

The adjectives deprived or disadvantaged are 
often used when people are poor and do not 
have the good living conditions and opportu- 
nities that other people have. 

It’s one of the most deprived areas of the city. 

The program was set up to help 

disadvantaged children. 


BAD /pur, pour/ adj [-er/-est only] of a very low 
quality or standard; not good © poor eyesight © 
poor grades © He’s in very poor health. 
poorly /‘pur-li, '‘pour-/ adv [not gradable] © Crit- 
ics say the plan was poorly conceived. © The kids are 
doing poorly at school. 


DESERVING SYMPATHY /pur, pour/ adj [not grad- 
able] deserving sympathy © That poor dog looks like 
it hasn't been fed in a while. 


POP SOUND /pap/ v [I/T] -pp- to make a short 
little explosive sound, often by bursting some- 
thing, or to cause this to happen © [T] The kids were 
popping all the birthday balloons. 
pop /pap/ n[C] © There was a loud pop as the cork 
came out of the bottle. 


MOVE /pap/ v [I always + adv/prep] -pp- to move 
or appear quickly, suddenly, or when not expected 
O McEnroe hits it and the ball pops over his shoulder. 
© There are lots of good young players popping up 
these days. 


POPULAR /pap/ adj [not gradable] of or for the gen- 
eral public © pop art © pop culture © pop music 


FATHER /pap/ n [C] infmi a father © Hey Pop, can | 
borrow the car? 

DRINK /pap/, dated soda pop n [C/U] regional US a 
SOFT DRINK 


IDIOM with pop 


a pop infml for each one O The tickets cost $200 a 
pop. © USAGE: Used after an amount of money, 
esp. a large one. 


PHRASAL VERBS with pop 


epop in/into (somewhere) VISIT infm! 1 to visit 
briefly © Why don’t you pop in and see us this after- 
noon? 2 \f you pop into a place, you visit there 
briefly, usually for some purpose: All | have to do 
on the way home is pop into the drugstore. 

epop (something) in/into something MOVE 
QUICKLY infm/ 1 to put something quickly into 
something else © Pop the CD-ROM into a personal 
computer. © Just pop your supper in the microwave. 
2 Something that pops into your head/mind is an 
idea that you suddenly have: He jotted down story 
ideas that popped into his head. 

epop off to say something quickly and without 
thinking, esp. because of anger © Rice popped off 
about his teammate on a TV interview. 


pop. n[U] abbreviation for POPULATION (= the num- 
ber of people living in a place) © Devil’s Lake, N.D. 
(pop. 7442) 


popcorn /'pap-ks:rn/ n [U] seeds of corn that 
are heated until they burst, becoming light, white 
balls that are usually eaten with salt and butter or 
a sweet covering on them 


pope /poup/ n [C/U] the leader of the Roman 
Catholic Church © [U] Pope John Paul II 


poplar /'pap-lar/ n [C] a tall, straight, fast-grow- 
ing tree with soft wood 


poplin /'pap-len/ n [U] a plain, closely woven 
cloth with a slightly shiny surface 


poppy /'pap-i/ n [C] a plant with large, usually 
red flowers, and small, black, edible seeds 


Popsicle /'pap ,sik-al/ n[C] trademark a sweet, fla- 
vored ice on a stick 


populace /'pap-ja-las/ n [U] the people who live 
in a particular country or place, or ordinary people 
© It seemed as if the town’s entire populace had 
turned out for the parade. 


popular LIKED /'pap-ja-lar/ adj liked, enjoyed, 
or admired by many people or by most people in 
a particular group © In-line skating is increasingly 
popular. 
popularity /,pap-ja'lzr-at-i/ n [U] © The gover- 
nor’s popularity will probably guarantee his 
reelection. 
popularize /'pap-ja-la,raiz/ v [T] to cause some- 
thing to become known, admired, or used by 
many people © He helped to popularize the hard- 
bop style of jazz in the mid-1950s. 
GENERAL /'pap-ja-lar/ adj involving or relating to 
ordinary people or to all the people who live in a 
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country or area © Contrary to popular belief, air 
travel is less dangerous than travel by car. 
popularize /'pap-ja-la ,raiz/ v [T] to make some- 
thing known or understood to ordinary people © 
His books helped popularize the study of language. 
popularly /'pap-ja-lar-li/ adv by most people © 
In the 1970s, so many Russian immigrants came to 
live in Brighton Beach that it became popularly 
known as Little Odessa. 


WORD FAMILY popular 

Nouns popularity 
unpopularity 
popularization 


Adjectives popular 
unpopular 


popularly 


Adverbs 


Verbs popularize 


popular MUSIC, short form pop music, short form 

pop n [U] the kind of music with words and a 
strong rhythm that many young people enjoy lis- 
tening and dancing to 


population /,pap-ja'ler-fan/, abbreviation pop. 
n[C/U] 1 all the people living in a particular coun- 
try, area, or place © [U] What is the population of 
Toronto (= how many people live there)? 2 biol- 
ogy Population is also used to refer to all the living 
things of a particular type or group who live in a 
particular area or environment. 
populated /'pap-ja lert-ad/ adj lived in © densely 
populated cities 
populous /'pap-ja-las/ adj (of a country, area, or 
place) having a lot of people living there © popu- 
lous metropolitan areas 


populist /'pap-ja-last/ n[C] social studies a per- 
son or a politician who is mainly interested in the 
problems and needs of ordinary people © His pop- 
ulist ideas appeal to both poor and middle class 
workers. 
populism /'pap:ja ,liz-am/ n[U] social studies o 
American populism has always had two faces: eco- 
nomic and cultural. 


porcelain /‘po:r-sa-lan/ n [U] a hard but deli- 

cate, shiny, white substance made by heating a 
special type of clay to a high temperature, used 
esp. to make cups, plates, and small, decorative 
objects © a porcelain figurine 


porch /po:rt{/ n [C] a covered area next to the 
entrance of a house, sometimes open to the air 
and sometimes surrounded by a SCREEN (= wire 
net) O The back porch looks out on our garden. 


porcupine /'po:r-kja ,parn/ n[C] a small, brown 
mammal with a covering of QUILLS (= long, sharp 
points) on its back 


pore /po:r, pour/ n [C] one of many very small 
holes in the skin of people or other animals or on 
the surface of plants 


PHRASAL VERB with pore 


* pore over something to look at and study a book, 
document, etc. carefully © She spends a lot of time 
poring over the historical records of the church. 


pork /po:rk/ n[U] meat from a pig, eaten as food 
© pork chops 


pork barrel, pork /ps:rk/ n [U] the spending 

of federal or state government money for local im- 
provements to help a politician win popularity 
with local voters © pork-barrel politics 


pornography /p2:r'nag-ra-fi/ n [U] pictures, 
movies, or writing that show or describe sexual behav- 
ior for the purpose of exciiing people sexually 
pornographer /po:r'nag:ra-far/ n [C] a person 
who makes or sells pornography 
pornographic/,po:r-na'gref-1k/ adj 


porous /'poa:r-as, 'pour-as/ adj allowing liquid or 
air to pass through ° porous soil 


porpoise /'p2:r-pas/ n [C] a large mammal that 
lives in the sea and swims in groups 


porridge /‘poi:r-td3, ‘par-/ n [U] dated a thick, 
soft food made from OATS (= a type of grain) 
boiled in water or milk; OATMEAL 


port CITY /po:rt, pourt/ n [C/U] a city or town 
that has a HARBOR (= sheltered area of water where 
ships can load or unload) on the sea or a river, or 
the harbor itself © [C] a fishing/naval port 


CONNECTION /po:rt, pourt/ n [C] technology a part 
of a computer where wires can be connected in or- 
der to control other pieces of equipment, such as a 
printer 

LEFT /po:rt, pourt/ n[U] the left side of a ship or air- 
craft as you are facing forward © Compare 
STARBOARD 


portable /'ps:rt-9-bal, ‘pourt-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] small and light enough to be carried or moved 
easily, and not attached by electric wires © a porta- 
ble phone/radio 


portal BUILDING /'po:rt-4l, 'pourt-/ n [C] fmia 
large and often highly decorated entrance to a 
building © We entered the side portal of the 
cathedral. 

INTERNET /'po:rt-al, 'pourt-/ n [C] a page on the 
WORLD WIDE WEB that users can change so it 
shows information they want to see © The portal 
lets you access specific information from anywhere in 
the site. 


portend /po:r'tend, pour-/ v [T] fm/to be a sign 
that something is likely to happen in the future © /t 
was a major scandal whose full exposure portended 
the end of a popular presidential reign. 


porter /'poirt-ar, 'pourt-/n[C] 1 a person whose 
job is to carry bags at railroad stations and airports 
2A porter is also a person whose job is to clean, 
esp. in a large building. 


portfolio CONTAINER /po:rt'fou-li:,ou, pourt-/ 
n[C] p! portfolios 1 a large, flat container used for 
carrying large drawings, documents, or other pa- 
pers 2 art A portfolio is also a collection of draw- 
ings, designs, or other papers that renpesen a 
person’s work. 

INVESTMENTS /po:rt'fou-li:,ou, pourt-/ n iC} pl 
portfolios a collection of investments that are 
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owned by a particular person or organization © a 
stock portfolio 


porthole /‘po:rt-houl, 'pourt-/ n [C] a small, 
usually round, window in the side of a ship 


portico /'p>:rt-1,kou, ‘pourt-/ n[C] p/porticoes, 
porticos an open structure with a roof supported 
by columns, which serves as an entrance, usually 
to a large house or a public building 


portion © /'ps:r- fen, 'pour-/ n[C] 1 a part or 
share of something larger © She read large portions 
of the manuscript and offered many useful sugges- 
tions. O A portion of my paycheck was withheld for 
taxes. 2 A portion is also the amount of food served 
to or suitable for a person: They serve children’s por- 
tions at half-price. 


portly /‘poirt-li, 'pourt-/ adj slightly fat © a tall 
portly man 


portrait /‘po:r-trat, ‘pour-/ n[C] 1 a painting, 
photograph, or drawing of a person 2 A portrait 
is also a description or representation of some- 
thing: The book paints a grim portrait of wartime 
suffering. 


portray /po:r'trer, pour-/ v[T] 1 to represent or 
describe someone or something in a book, movie, 
etc. O The book portrayed him as somebody who was 
uncaring, even bigoted. © The writer portrays life in 
a working-class community at the turn of the cen- 
tury. 2 To portray is also to act the part of someone 
in a movie or play: Michael Douglas portrays the 
president of the United States. 
portrayal /po:r'trer-al, pour-/ n[C] © A lot of peo- 
ple felt the film wasn’t quite an accurate portrayal. 


pose © CAUSE /pouz/ v [T] 1 to cause some- 
thing, esp. a problem or difficulty © Does this de- 
fendant really pose a threat to the community? 2 To 
pose a question is to bring attention to a problem, 
often in the form of a question: Joanna poses the 
question, “How do we accomplish these goals?” 


POSITION /pouz/ v [I] to move into and stay in a 
particular position, usually so that you can be pho- 
tographed or have your picture drawn or painted 
© We all posed for our photographs in front of the 
Lincoln Memorial. 
pose © /powz/ n[C] the position in which some- 
one stands or sits when posing © Can you hold that 
pose? 

PRETEND /powz/ v [I] to pretend to be someone 
else in order to deceive others © The detective posed 
as a sailor to try to catch the smugglers. 


posh /paf/ adj expensive, comfortable, and of 
high quality © a posh hotel/restaurant 


position PLACE /p9'ziJ-an/ n[C/U] 1 the place 
where something or someone is, often in relation 
to other things © [C] /’ve switched the positions of 
the sofa and the chair. 2 |In sports, a position is the 
place where you play on your team, or the re- 
sponsibilities of someone who plays in that place: 
[C] He played the shortstop position when he started 
in baseball. 
position /pa'zrf-an/ v [T] © The Secret Service 
men quickly positioned themselves around the 
president. 


RANK /pa'zif-an/ n[C] 1a rank or level in a com- 
pany, competition, or society © She’s devoted her 
life to improving the position of women in society. 2 
A position in a company or organization is also a 
job: He applied for the position of marketing 
manager. 

SITUATION /pa'z1f-an/ n[C usually sing] 1 a situ- 
ation or condition © a shaky financial position Oo She 
found herself in a difficult position and didn’t know 
what to say. 2 If you are in a position to do some- 
thing, you are able to do it, usually because you 
have the necessary power or money: [+ fo infini- 
tive] Do you think she’s in a position to help you? 

OPINION /pe'zif-an/ n[C] a way of thinking about 
a particular matter; opinion © Our position is that 
we've made a very fair offer to settle this dispute. 


ARRANGEMENT OF BODY /poa'zif-an/ n [C] the 
way in which the body is arranged © My knees get 
stiff when I sit in the same position for a long time. 


positive © CERTAIN /'paz-ot-1v/ adj without 
any doubt; certain 0 I’m absolutely positive that he’s 
the man I saw. 
positively © /'paz-at-1v-li/ adv ° | positively will 
be there. 

HAPPY /'paz-at-1v/ adj happy or hopeful, or giving 
cause for happiness or hope 0 /t’s important to have 
a positive attitude when you have a Serious illness. © 
Opposite: NEGATIVE NOT HAPPY 
positively © /'paz-at-v-li/ adv o | just don’t re- 
spond positively to being bossed around. 

MORE THAN ZERO /'paz-at-1v/ adj [not gradable] 
algebra (of anumber or amount) more than zero 
© Two is a positive number. © Opposite: NEGATIVE 
LESS THAN ZERO 


ELECTRICITY /'paz-at-1v/ adj [not gradable] physics 
of the type of electrical CHARGE that a PROTON has 
© Compare NEGATIVE ELECTRICITY 
positively /'paz-at-1v-li, ,paz-o'tiv-li/ adv phys- 
ics © positively charged 

MEDICAL TEST /'paz-at-1v/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
medical test) showing that the disease or con- 
dition for which the person is being tested does 
exist O Her TB test was positive. O Compare NEGA- 
TIVE NO 


COMPLETE /'paz-at-1v/ adj [not gradable] (used to 
add force to an expression) complete © She was a 
positive joy to have around. 
positively /'paz-at-1v-li/ adv [not gradable] © You 
look positively gorgeous in that outfit! 


positron /'poz-a ,tran/ n[C] physics a very small 
piece of matter with a positive electrical CHARGE, 
and with the same size as an ELECTRON 


posse /'pas-i/ n [C] a group of people following 
a person in order to catch him or her © /n a lot of 
old westerns, the sheriff gathers a posse to chase the 
bad guy. 


Possess OWN /po'zes/ v [T] to have or own 
something, or to have a particular quality O Those 
states are the countries that possess nuclear weap- 
ons. O She possesses the unusual talent of knowing 
when to say nothing. 
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possession /pa'zef-an/ n [C/U] 1 something 
that you own, or the condition of owning some- 
thing © [U] She couldn’t take possession of the house 
until the current occupants moved out. © [C] Mean- 
while, all her possessions were in storage. 2 fmilf you 
are in possession of something, you have it with 
you: He was in possession of two tickets to the 
concert. 
possessive /pa'zes-1v/ adj 1 If you are possessive 
about something that you own, you do not like 
sharing it: He’s very possessive about his car. 2 
Someone who is possessive in feelings and behav- 
ior toward another person wants all of that per- 
son’s love and attention. © See also: POSSESSIVE 
possessor /pa'zes-ar/ n [C usually sing] © | am 
now the proud possessor of a driver's license! 
CONTROL /pa'zes/ v [T] (of a desire or an idea) to 
take control over a person’s mind, making that 
person behave in a strange way © | don’t know 
what possessed me to start yelling like that. 


possessive /pa'zes-1v/ adj [not gradable] 
grammar having or relating to the CASE (= form) 
of a word used to show who or what something 
belongs to © See also: POSSESSIVE at POSSESS OWN 


possible ACHIEVABLE /‘pas-a-bal/ adj [not grad- 
able] that can be done or achieved, or that can 
exist O [+ fo infinitive] /s it possible to get an earlier 
flight? © If possible I’d like to get there before noon. 
© We need to send that letter off as soon as possible. 
possibly /'pas-a-bli/ adv [not gradable] © He 
can’t possibly mean what he says. 
possibility /,pas-a'bil-at-i/ n[C] © One possibility 
is to hire more people. 

NOT CERTAIN /'pas-9-bal/ adj [not gradable] that 
might or might not happen or exist © [+ (that) 
Clause] It’s possible (that) Mary will turn up tonight. 
possibly /'pas-a-bli/ adv [not gradable] 0 “Do 
you think this skirt might be too small for her?” “Pos- 
sibly, she has put on weight.” 
possibility /,pas-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] © There’s a pos- 
sibility of snow tonight. 


WORD FAMILY possible 


Nouns possibility Adverbs 


impossibility 


possibly 
impossibly 


Adjectives possible 
impossible 


possumM /'pas-am/ /n short form of OPOSSUM 


post POLE /poust/ n [C] a vertical pole stuck in 
the ground, usually to support something or to 
mark a position © Al leaned against a fence post. 

JOB /poust/ n[C] a job, esp. one in which someone 
is performing an official duty © Novello was the first 
woman and first Hispanic to hold the post of surgeon 
general. 
post /poust/ v [T] © Police officers will be posted at 
every intersection during the march. 

MAKE KNOWN /poust/ v[T] 1 to make information 
known to the public, or to put up signs on land or 
other property © Snow advisories were posted for 
Ohio and Pennsylvania. © All over town, for-sale 


signs are posted in front of houses. 2 To post some- 
thing is also to put it on the Internet where others 
can see it: The earnings release also will be posted 
on the Company’s website. 

posting /'pou-stin/ n[C] a single act of putting 
information on the Internet, or the information it- 
self © A hoaxer wrote a widely publicized posting in 
Ms. Hilton’s name. 


PAY /poust/ v [T] to pay money to a law court, as 

a formal promise that a person released from 
prison will return for trial © McLaughlin posted 
$3000 bail after his arrest. 


WORD FAMILY post 
Nouns post 


Adjectives postal 
postage Verbs 


t 
posting Co 


post- /poust/ prefix after (a time or event) © post- 
9/11 © post-election 


postage /'pou-stid3/ n [U] the money charged 
or paid for sending letters and parcels by mail 


postal /'pou-stal/ adj [not gradable] relating to 
the delivery of mail, or to or about the POST OFFICE 
© Two postal workers were accused of theft. 


postcard /'poust-kard/ n [C] a small, rectangu- 
lar card, often with a picture on one side, that can 
be sent in the mail without an envelope © a picture 
postcard 


postcode /'poust-koud/ n [C] Bra ZIP CODE 


postdate /pous'deit/ v [T] to write a DATE (= 
day, month, and year) that is later than the present 
on (a check, letter, or document) 


poster /'pou-star/ n [C] a large printed picture 
or notice put up for advertising or decoration © She 
had a poster of some rock star on the wall. 


posterior /pa'stir-i:-ar, pou-/ n [C] inf, usually 
humorous a person’s buttocks © Park your posterior 
on that seat. 


posterity /pa'ster-at-i/ n [U] the people who 
will exist in the future © Their recollections were re- 
corded for posterity. 


postgraduate / poust 'grzed3-a-wat/ n [C] a 
student who is doing advanced studies after al- 
ready obtaining one degree 
postgraduate /,poust 'graed3:9-wat/, graduate 
adj [not gradable] © postgraduate studies 


posthumoui5s /'pas-t/a-mas/ adj [not gradable] 
happening after a person’s death 
posthumously /'pas-t{a-ma-sli/ adv [not grad- 
able] © Dillon was posthumously awarded a Silver 
Star. 


Post-It (note) /'pou-stat (‘nout)/ n [C] trade- 
mark a piece of paper with a sticky strip on the back 
that allows it to be stuck temporarily to smooth 
surfaces 


postmark /'poust-mark/ n [C] an official mark 
on letters or packages, showing the place and day, 
month, and year of mailing 
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postmark /'poust-mark/ v [T] © Contest entries 
must be postmarked no later than July 16. 


postmaster /'poust ,mzs-tar/, female postmis- 
tress /‘poust ,mis-tras/ n[C] a person in charge of 
a POST OFFICE © He’s the local postmaster. 


postmodern, post-modern /poust'mad:arn/ 
adj involving a view of society or a style in art that 
is very recent but different from what came im- 
mediately before © The book reassures adherents of 
postmodern culture that they are on the cutting edge 
of change. 


post-mortem /poust'ms:rt-am/ n[C] a medi- 
cal examination of a dead body to discover the 
cause of death, or a discussion of an event after it 
has happened © The disease can be confirmed only 
in a post-mortem. © a post-mortem on Harkin’s pres- 
idential campaign 


postnatal /poust'neit:°I/ adj [not gradable] re- 
lating to the period of time immediately after a 
baby has been born © a postnatal exercise program 
© Compare PRENATAL 


post office n [C] a place where you can mail 
letters or packages and buy stamps, or infm/ the US 
Postal Service 


post office box, abbreviation P.O. Box n[C] a 
small, numbered, locked box at a post office to 
which letters are delivered 


postpartum /poust'part:am/ adj [not grada- 

ble] following the birth of a child © They offer the 
full package of prenatal, delivery, and postpartum 
care. 


postpone /poust 'poun/ v [T] to delay an event 
or arrange for it to take place at a later time © The 
trip has been postponed twice. 
postponement /poust'poun-mant/ n [C/U] © 
[C/U] Rain forced (a) postponement of the match. 


postscript /'pous-skript/ n [C] an extra mes- 
sage added at the end of a story or letter © There 
is a postscript to this story. 


post-traumatic stress disorder, abbre- 
viation PTSD n[C usually sing] medical a mental con- 
dition in which a person suffers severe anxiety and 
illness after a very frightening or shocking experi- 
ence, such as a war or an accident 


postulate /'pas-tfalert/ v [T] fm! to suggest or 
accept that a theory or idea is true as a starting 
point for reasoning or discussion © [+ that clause] 
Astronomers postulate that the comet will reappear 
in 4000 years. 
postulate /'pas-tfa-lat, -lert/ n [C] fmi o He sug- 
gested an original and interesting postulate. 


posture POSITION OF BODY /'pas-tfar/ n [C/U] 
a position of the body, or the way in which some- 
one holds the body when standing, sitting, or 
walking © [C] Newton sat back ina reclining posture. 
© [U] She’s got good/bad posture. 

ACT FALSELY /'pas-tfar/ v [I] to act falsely in order 
to attract attention or achieve an effect © This trial 
turned into a carnival, with everybody posturing and 
playing to the camera. 


postwar /'pous-two:r/ adj [not gradable] hap- 
pening or existing in the period after a war, esp. 
World War II 


pot CONTAINER /pat/ n [C] 1 a round container 
used for cooking, serving, storing, and other pur- 
poses © a clay/brass pot © a flower pot © We need 
space for our pots and pans. 2 A pot is also the 
substance contained in a pot: The pot was simmer- 
ing. © He made a new pot of coffee. 
pot /pat/ v [T] -tt- to put a plant into a pot o We 
should be potting the roses. 

AMOUNT /pat/ n[C] infm/ 1a large amount, esp. of 
money © There are pots of money involved in this 
deal. 2 A pot is also all the money being risked at 
a single time in a card game. 


IDIOM with pot 


ethe pot calling the kettle black a situation in 
which one person criticizes another for a fault the 
first person also has © Sean called me a liar — that’s 
the pot calling the kettle black! 


potassium /ps'tes-i:-em/ n [U] a soft, silver- 
white metal that burns quickly in the air and is 
used in special hard glasses and FERTILIZERS (= sub- 
stances that help crops grow better) 


potato /poa'tert-ou/ n [C/U] p/ potatoes a white 
vegetable with a brown or reddish skin which 
grows underground and is used for food, or the 
plant on which this grows © [C] a baked potato © 
[U] mashed potato 


potato chip n[C usually plural] a very thin slice 
of potato fried until stiff, and sometimes flavored 


potbellied stove n [C] an old-fashioned 
round stove that uses wood or COAL for fuel 


potbelly /‘pat ,bel-i/ n [C] a fat, round stomach 
potbellied /'pat ,bel-i:d/ adj © a small, potbellied 
old man 


potent /‘pout-ent/ adj powerful, persuasive, or 
effective © This is the most potent headache remedy 
you can get without a prescription. O Her voice has 
been a potent force on concert stages for more than 
30 years. 
potency /'pout-2n-si/ n[U] © Scientists are testing 
the potency of the new drug. 


potential © /pa'ten-tfal/ adj [not gradable] 
possible but not yet achieved © He was eager to 
talk with potential customers. 

potential @ /pa'ten-tfal/ n [U] 1 He saw little 
potential (= possibility) for change. 2 Someone's 
potential is an ability the person has not yet de- 
veloped: She keeps saying | should live up to my 
potential. 3 physics Potential energy is the energy 
that something has because of its position and 
structure, not because of its movement. 4 physics 
Electric potential is a measure of the power of elec- 
trical energy, measured in VOLTS. 

potentially @ /pa'ten-t{a-li/ adv[not gradable] 
© Potentially dangerous products are often recalled 
by their manufacturers. 


potential energy rn [U] physics the energy 
stored by something because of its position com- 
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pared with other objects, its condition, or its elec- 
trical CHARGE 


potholder /‘pat ,jhoul-dar/ n[C] a small piece of 
thick material for protecting your hands when 
holding hot pots or pans 


pothole /‘pat-houl/ n [C] a hole in the surface 
of a road caused by traffic and bad weather 


potion /'pou:fan/ n[C] a drink that is believed 
to be poisonous, to have magical power, or to be 
able to cure an illness © We don’t have a magic 
potion to make you tell the truth. 


pot fuck /'pat'lak/ adj [not gradable] offering 
whatever is available or what others bring © We 
invited all the neighbors over for a pot luck supper 
last night. 


pot pie n[cja pastry filled with vegetables and 
usually meat © a chicken pot pie 


potpourri / pou-pa'ri:/ n [C/U] 1 a mixture of 
dried flower petals and spices, used to make a 
room or drawer smell pleasant © [U] She liked the 
scent of floral potpourri. 2 A potpourri is also a 
mixed grouping of things: [C] a potpourri of scenes 


pot roast n [C] a piece of BEEF (= meat from 
cattle) cooked whole in a covered pot 


potshot /'pat: fat/ n[C] a criticism made without 
careful thought © Her opponent has taken potshots 
at her for not being tough enough. 


pottery /‘pat-a-ri/ n[U] dishes, bowls, and other 
objects made from baked clay 


potty /'pat-i/ n[C] a small toilet used by children 
when they are being trained to use a toilet 


pouch /paut{/ n [C] 1 a bag or soft container o 
The raincoat is folded inside a small waterproof 
pouch. 2 A pouch is also a pocket of skin on the 
lower part of the body of some female animals, 
such as KANGAROOS, in which they carry their 
young. 

poultry /‘poul-tri/ n [U] birds, such as chickens, 
kept for their meat or eggs, or.the meat from these 
birds © Mediterranean diets favor fish and poultry 
over red meat. 


pounce /pauns/ v [I] to attack suddenly, esp. by 
jumping or flying down to catch or take hold of 
something or someone © The mountain lion 
pounced onto the back of an elk. 


pound WEIGHT /paund/, abbreviation |b., symbol # 
n [C] a unit of measurement of weight equal to 
0.453 kilogram 

HIT /paund/ v [I/T] 1 to hit repeatedly with force, 
or to crush by hitting repeatedly © [T] The speaker 
pounded his fists on the table. © [lI] Waves were 
pounding at the rocks. 2 lf your heart pounds, it 
beats very strongly: [I] My heart was still pounding 
after we nearly crashed on the Interstate. 
pounding /'paun-din/ n [C/U] the sound, feel- 
ing, or action of something beating repeatedly © 
[U] The pounding in her chest was loud. © [U] All 
that pounding from running really isn’t good for your 


knees. © [C] (fig.) The dollar’s going to take a pound- 
ing (= its value will be damaged). 

PLACE /paund/ n [C] a place where pets that are 
lost or not wanted are kept © We got this mutt at 
the pound. 


MONEY /paund/, symbol £ n [C] the standard unit 
of money in the United Kingdom and some other 
countries 


pound cake /‘paund:kerk/ n [C] a type of cake 
made with flour, butter, sugar, and eggs 


pound sign TELEPHONE KEY n[C] the symbol 
# on a telephone or computer key © Enter your 
Social Security number, then press the pound sign. 

MONEY n[C] the symbol £, which is put in front of 
amounts of money in pounds 


POUF CAUSE TO FLOW /po:r, pour/ v [T] to make 
a substance flow, esp. out of a container and usu- 
ally into another container © [T] Pour the sugar into 
the bowl. © [T] Would you like me to pour you some 
coffee? 

FLOW QUICKLY /pd:r, pour/ v [always + adv/prep] 
T to flow quickly and in large amounts, or to cause 
(something) to flow in large amounts © [I] Water 
poured into the basement. © [I] When the movie 
ended, the crowd poured into the street. 2 If you say 
about the weather that it is pouring, you mean 
that it is raining heavily: [I] You’d better take an 
umbrella — it’s pouring out there. 


PHRASAL VERBS with pour 


epour something into something to give a lot of 
money or effort to something with the idea of 
making it successful © Most of the money raised by 
the new taxes will be poured into the arena project. 
epour something out [M] to give many details 
about your feelings in speech or writing © He could 
tell her everything, pour out his soul and let her 
sponge it up. 


pout /pavt/ v [I] to show annoyance esp. by 
pressing the lips together or pushing out the lower 
lip © Our four-year-old pouts whenever she doesn’t 
get what she wants. 


poverty /'‘pav-art-i/ n [U] the condition of being 
poor © He grew up in poverty. 


poverty line, poverty level n [U] the amount 
of income a person or family needs in order to 
maintain an acceptable standard of living, and be- 
low which they are considered poor 


poverty-stricken adj [not gradable] ex- 
tremely poor © My grandparents arrived in this 
country as poverty-stricken immigrants. 


POW /pau/ exclamation (a word representing) a 
sudden loud noise, as that of an explosion or of a 
gun being fired © All of a sudden we heard pow! 
pow! pow! - like shots being fired. 


POW 0 [C] abbreviation for PRISONER OF WAR 


powder /'paud-ar/ n [C/U] 1 a loose, dry sub- 
stance of extremely small pieces, usually made by 
breaking up something into smaller parts and 
crushing them 2 Powder is also any of various 
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loose, dry, usually pleasant-smelling substances 
that people put on their skin as a help in healing 
or as makeup: [U] talcum powder 3 Powder is also 
GUNPOWDER. 

powdered /'paud-ard/ adj [not gradable] being 
in the form of a powder © powdered milk 
powdery /'paud-a-ri/ adj having the form of 
powder 


powder keg n[C] a situation that is dangerous 
and that could become violent © Tension was high 
following the protest and several city leaders called 
the inner city a powder keg. 


powder room n [C] dated a bathroom for 
women 


power CONTROL /'pau-ar/ n [U] the ability or 
right to contro! people and events, or to influence 
the way people act or think in important ways © 
The election results showed that the Democrats had 
lost power, with Republicans taking over five more 
Democratic seats. 

powerful /‘pau-ar-fal/ adj having a lot of power 
© He’s in a powerful position as an adviser of the 
president. 

powerless /'pau-er-las/ adj without the power 
to do something or to prevent something from 
happening © [+ to infinitive] The government seems 
powerless to do anything about the rising price of oil. 


STRENGTH /'pau-ar/ n[U] physical strength or force 
© He’s a good baseball player — he hits with a lot of 
power. 
power /'pau-ar/ v [T] © At the start of the race, 
she dived into the pool and quickly powered her way 
into the lead. 
powerful /'pau-ar-fal/ adj 1 strong © The picture 
quality is bad because the TV signal isn’t powerful 
enough. 2 Things that are powerful have a strong 
effect: a powerful drug 
powerfully /'pau-ar-fa:li, -fli/ adv © Dewayne is 
powerfully built (= has a strong body). 

ENERGY /'pau-ar/ n[U] 1 the ability to produce en- 
ergy, or the energy produced © electrical/nuclear/ 
solar power 2 physics Power is also the rate at 
which work is done or at which energy is pro- 
duced, measured in WATTS. 3 Power is also elec- 
tricity: Whenever there’s a storm in these parts, you 
can expect a power outage (= a loss of electrical 
power). 
power /'pau-ar/ v [T] to provide something with 
the energy it needs to operate © [T] Many buses 
and trucks are powered by diesel fuel. 
powerful /'pau-ar-fal/ adj © Do you really need a 
car with such a powerful engine? 

MATHEMATICS /'pau-ar/ n [U] mathematics the 
number of times that a number is to be multiplied 
by itself, or the number that is the result of mul- 
tiplying a number by itself © Three to the fourth 
power can be written 3%. 

NATION /'pau:oer/ n [C] world history an indepen- 
dent nation 

PERSON WHO CONTROLS /'pau-ar/ n[C] someone 
or something, such as an organization or country, 
that has control over others, often because of au- 


thority, importance, or wealth © She is a power in 
the field of medical education. 


NATURAL ABILITY /'pau-ar/ n [C/U] a natural skill or 
ability to do something © [U] She was so shocked 
that for a moment she lost the power of speech. © 
[C] The doctor did everything in her power to save 
him. 


WORD FAMILY power 


Nouns power Verbs 
superpower 


empowerment 


power 
empower 
overpower 


Adjectives Adverbs 


powerful 
overpowering 
powerless 


powerfully 


PHRASAL VERB with power 


¢ power up (something) [M] to provide something 
with energy so that it can begin to operate © The 
phone sits in the stand to power up. 0 Warm water 
acts as fuel for a hurricane’s engine, powering it up. 


powerboat /‘pav-ar bout/ n [C] a small, fast 
boat often used in racing 


powerhouse /‘pau: ar ,haus/ n[C] a person, or- 
ganization, or country with a lot of energy, power, 
or influence © The country is the economic power- 
house of the European Union. 


power of attorney 1 [C/U] awa legal doc- 
ument in which you give another person the right 
to act for you, esp. in financial or legal matters 


power plant n [C] a building where electricity 
is produced 


power steering 1 [U] a system that lets the 
driver of a vehicle easily change the direction in 
which it is moving by using power from the engine 


Powwow /'pau-wau/ n [C] an American Indian 
meeting or gathering for making decisions or for 
ceremonies or celebrations © In South Dakota each 
summer, a Sioux powwow attracts dancers from all 
over the US. © (fig.) I'm going home for a family 
powwow (= discussion) this weekend. 


PP. pln abbreviation for PAGES © There is a detailed 
discussion on pp. 101-123. 


ppm rn [U] chemistry abbreviation for parts per mil- 
lion (= a unit for measuring the amount of a sub- 
stance that is mixed with a liquid or another 
substance ) 


PR rn [U] abbreviation for PUBLIC RELATIONS 


practicable /‘prak-ti-ka-bal/ adj able to be 
done or put into action © A detailed report on the 
cause of the accident will be made public as soon as 
practicable. 


practical ACTUAL/REAL /‘preek-ti-kal/ adj 1 re- 
lating to actual experience or to the use of knowl- 
edge in activities rather than to knowledge only or 
ideas O | know you've been trained as a teacher, but 
do you have any practical teaching experience? 2 If 
you say that a person is practical, you mean the 
person behaves in ways that relate more to the 
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realities of the world than to ideas or desires: 
You've got to learn to be practical and save your 
money. 

practicalities /,praek-tr'kzl-at-i:z/ p/n the par- 
ticular conditions of a situation; the actual facts o 
| know you have to be in Paris tomorrow, but you 
have to understand the practicalities of arranging 
transportation on such short notice. 


EFFECTIVE /'praek-ti-kal/ adj 1 fitting the needs of 
a particular situation in a helpful way; helping to 
solve a problem or difficulty; effective or suitable 
© We didn’t want to spend the night at a motel, but 
it just wasn’t practical to do the trip in one day. © In 
some cities, it isn't practical to keep the subways op- 
erating all night because there aren‘t enough pas- 
sengers. 2 When used of objects such as clothes, 
practical can mean directed only to the goal of 
doing their intended work, and often plain in style 
or character: | wear clothes that are practical rather 
than fashionable. 
practically /'praek-ti-kli/ adv 0 Many people have 
offered help, but there’s little they can practically do. 


WORD FAMILY practical 
Nouns 


practicalities 
practicality 


Adjectives practicable 
practical 
impractical 


Adverbs practically 


practical joke n [C] a joke intended to make 

someone seem foolish that involves a physical ac- 
tion rather than words © She glued the cup and 
saucer together as a practical joke. 


practically /'prak-tr-kli/ adv [not gradable] al- 
most or very nearly © Practically everybody will be 
at the party. © It’s practically impossible to get home 
in less than an hour. 


practical nurse n [C] a NURSE who has lim- 
ited medical training © Compare REGISTERED 
NURSE 


practice ACTION /'preek-tas/ n [U] [not grada- 
ble] action rather than thought or ideas © /t seemed 
like a good idea, but in practice it was a disaster. © 
How soon will the new procedures be put into 
practice? 


REGULAR ACTIVITY /‘praek-tas/ n [C/U] something 
that is usually or regularly done, often as a habit, 
tradition, or custom © [U] /t was his usual practice 
to buy a newspaper every morning on the way to the 
Office. 
practice, esp. Cdn, Br practise /'praek-tas/ v [T] © 
The right to practice religion as you choose is guar- 
anteed by the US Constitution. 
practicing, esp. Cdn, Br practising /'praek-ta-sin/ 
adj [not gradable] following the rules esp. of a re- 
ligion © a practicing Catholic/few/Muslim 

TRAIN, esp. Cdn, Br practise /'praek-tas/ v [I/T] to do 
or play something regularly or repeatedly in order 
to become skilled at it © [T] /’m good at tennis but 
| need to practice my serve. 
practice /'prak-tas/ n [C/U] © [U] | need more 
practice before | take my driving test. 

WORK, esp. Cdn, Br practise /'praek-tas/ v [I/T] to do 
work of a particular type for which a lot of training 


is necessary © [T] The firm has been practicing law 
for over a hundred years. 

practice /'praek-tas/ n[C] 0 He gave up the prac- 
tice of medicine when he came to the United States. 
practicing, esp. Cdn, Br practising /'praek-to-sin/ 
adj [not gradable] © He remained a practicing ar- 
chitect until he died at the age of 89. 


WORD FAMILY practice 


Nouns practice 
practitioner 


Adjectives practicing 
Verbs 


practice 


IDIOM with practice 


e practice what you preach to behave in the way 
you tell other people to behave © She’s always tell- 
ing me to exercise, but she should practice what she 
preaches. 


practitioner © /prek'tif--nar/ n [C] some- 

one whose regular work has involved a lot of train- 
ing © Dr. Goldstein is a family/general practitioner 
(= a medical doctor who treats general condi- 
tions). 


pragmatic /preg 'met-1k/ adj based on prac- 
tical judgments rather than principles © He made 
a pragmatic decision to settle the lawsuit because in 
the end it would cost more to try it in court. 
pragmatism /'preg:ma,tiz:am/ n [U] social 
studies an approach to problems and situations 
that is based on practical solutions 


Prairie /'prer-i/ n a wide area of flat land, cov- 
ered with grass, esp. a large area in central North 
America that was originally covered by grass and 
is now mainly farming land 


prairie dog n[C] a small animal found in west- 
ern North American that is a kind of SQUIRREL that 
lives in large groups underground 


Praise SHOW APPROVAL /preiz/ v [T] to express 
strong admiration for or approval of a person or 
something done © The “Times” praised the mayor’s 
decision to reappoint the parks commissioner. 
praise /preiz/ n [U] © His economic policies have 
won praise from fellow Republicans. 


WORD CHOICES: Dratse. 2° Ui 


If you congratulate someone, you praise that 
person and say that you are pleased for his or 
her success or because something special has 
happened. 
! congratulated him on passing his driving 
test. 
Compliment can be used when someone 
praises what someone has done or the way that 
person looks. 
! was just complimenting Robert on the 
wonderful meal he has cooked. 
If someone praises a person publicly or offi- 
cially, you can use the verb commend or the 
phrase pay tribute to. 
The judge commended her for her bravery. 
He paid tribute to the firefighters who had ° 
saved his daughter’ life. > 


d3 jump | j yes | I little | 9m hm | °n cotton | n sing | f{ shoe | t meeting | @ think | 4 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


prance 


i) tain anc, 


Flatter means “to make someone feel impor- 
tant or attractive, or to praise someone in order 
to please him or her.” 
| knew he was only flattering me because he 
wanted to borrow some money. 
In informal English, the verb rave is used when 
someone praises someone or something a lot. 
Everyone’s raving about the new band. 


GOD /preiz/ v [T] to honor, worship, and express 
admiration for (God or a god) © Praise God/the 
Lord. 


prance /prens/ v [I] to walk or dance in an en- 
ergetic way, with high, kicking steps © In the square 
dance, each couple took turns prancing together un- 
der the linked arms of the other couples. 


prank /preenk/ n[C] a trick that is intended to be 
amusing and often to make someone look foolish 
© She’s always playing pranks on her little brother. 


pray /pre1/ v 1 to speak to God or a god either 
privately or in a religious ceremony esp. to express 
thanks or to ask for help © [I] Then the minister said, 
“Let us pray.” © [+ (that) clause] We often prayed 
(that) the war would end. 2 To pray also means to 
hope: [+ (that) clause] | prayed (that) she wouldn't 
discover my secret. 
prayer /prer, preer/ n [C/U] the act or ceremony 
of speaking to God or a god, esp. to express thanks 
or to ask for help, or the words used in this act © 
[C] an evening prayer © [C] a prayer of thanks © [U] 
She knelt in prayer. 


praying mantis /'prer-1n'mzent-as/ n [C] a 
large, green insect that holds its front legs in a way 
that makes it look as if it is praying 


pre- /\pri:/ prefix before (a time or an event) © 
precooked food © a preexisting condition 


preach SPEAK IN CHURCH /pri:t{/ v[I/T] to give 
a religious speech 0 [T] The minister preached a ser- 
mon on the need for forgiveness. 
preacher /'pri:-tfar/ n [C] a person who gives a 
religious speech, esp. one whose job is to do this 
PERSUADE /pri:t{/ v [I/T] 1 to try to persuade other 
people to do or accept something © [T] Should 
Liddy be allowed to preach hatred? 2 To preach is 
also to try to persuade other people to have par- 
ticular beliefs or behave in particular ways: [I] My 
mother’s always preaching at me about studying 
harder. 


IDIOM with preach 


e preach to the choir, preach to the converted to 
try to persuade people who already agree with you 
© The men who really need to hear the message don’t 
come to the meetings, so I’m just preaching to the 
choir. 


preamble /'pri: ,zem-bal/ n [C] an introduction 
to a speech or piece of writing © the preamble to 
the Constitution 


prearranged / pri:-a'reind3d/ adj [not grad- 
able] arranged in advance © a prearranged plan 


precarious /pri'ker-i:-as, -'ker-/ adj in danger 
because not firmly fixed; likely to fall or suffer harm 
© | climbed onto a precarious platform to get a better 
view. 
precariously /pri'keer-i:-a-sli, -'ker-/ adv O The 
vase was precariously perched on a narrow shelf next 
to the door. 


precaution /pri'ko:-fan/ n[C] an action taken 
to prevent something unpleasant or dangerous 
from happening © Homeowners should take the ba- 
sic precaution of locking their doors and windows. 
precautionary /pri'ko:-fa,ner-i/ adj [not grad- 
able] 0 The company has withdrawn the drug as a 
precautionary measure while further testing is done. 


precede © /pri'si:d/ v [T] to be or go before 
someone or something in time or space © John Ad- 
ams preceded Thomas Jefferson as president. © 
Nouns are often preceded by adjectives 
preceding © /pri'si:d-19/ adj [not gradable] © 
The table on the preceding page shows the test 
results. 


precedence © /'pres:ad-ans/ n [U] the con- 
dition of being dealt with before other things or 
of being considered more important than other 
things © What takes precedence here, environmental 
cost or consumer convenience? 


precedent © /'pres-ad-ant/ n [C/U] a previous 
action, situation, or decision that can be used as a 
reason or example for a similar action or decision 
at a later time © [C] Conditions have changed enor- 
mously, and the past is not much of a precedent. © 
[U] Precedent indicated that a change would take 
place sooner rather than later. 


precept /'pri:-sept/ n[C] a rule for action or be- 
havior, esp. one based on moral consideration © 
common precepts of decency 


precinct /'pri:-sigt/ n[C] 1 a division of a city or 
town, esp. an area protected by one police station, 
or a division used for elections 2 The precincts of 
a place are the areas that surround it, esp. when 
enclosed: the private precincts of the university 


preciOus VALUABLE /'prej-as/ adj 1 of very 
great value or worth © precious memories © Children 
are our most precious resource. 2 Precious metals 
are gold, silver, and PLATINUM. 3 A precious stone 
is a jewel: Diamonds and rubies are precious stones. 

VERY /'preJ-9s/ adv infmi very © He earns precious 
little money. 


precipice /'‘pres-a-pas/ n [C] a very steep side 
of a cliff or mountain © We stood at the edge of the 
precipice and looked down at the sea. 


precipitate MAKE HAPPEN /prr'sip-9,tert/ v 
[T] fmi to make something happen suddenly or 
sooner than expected © An invasion would certainly 
precipitate a war. 
precipitate /pri'sip-at-at/ adj fml © We were 
alarmed by his precipitate actions. 

SEPARATE /pri:'sip-9,tert/ v [I/T] chemistry to 
separate, or cause a substance to separate from a 
liquid as a solid 
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precipitate /pri:'srp-at-at, -2,tert/ n [C] chem- 
istry a substance that separates from a liquid as a 
solid 

precipitation /pri: ,stp-a'ter-fan/ n [U] chem- 
istry the chemical process that causes a substance 
to precipitate 


precipitation /pr sip-9'ter-Jan/ n [U] water 
that falls from the clouds toward the ground, esp. 
as rain or snow 


precipitous /prt'sip-ot-as/ adj very steep, or 
falling a long way very fast © precipitous cliffs O New 
fads could result in a precipitous drop in sales. 


précis /‘prer-si, prer'si:/ n[C] pl précis fmia short 
form of a text that gives only the important parts 


precise © /pri'sais/ adj exact and accurate in 
form, time, detail, or description © The precise rec- 
ipe is a closely guarded secret. O Years of doing this 
research had made her very precise in her working 
methods. © There was a good turnout for the meeting 

— twelve of us, to be precise. 

precisely o /pri'sar-sli/ adv 1 Tell me precisely 
what happened. © He works slowly and precisely, 
whereas | tend to rush things and make mistakes. 2 
Precisely is also used to emphasize the accuracy of 
what you are saying: Armed conflict is precisely what 
the government is trying to avoid. 
precision © /pr's13-an/ n[U] 1 Great precision 
is required to grind the lenses accurately. © She writes 
with clarity and precision. 2 science Precision is also 
the level of agreement of a particular measure- 
ment with itself when it is repeated. O Compare 
ACCURACY 


COMMON LEARNERERROR 
precise 
You cannot use precise as a verb. It is only an 
adjective. If you want to use a verb with a simi- 
lar meaning, you can use words such as spec- 
ify, explain, or make clear. 
Your-advertisement-doesnt-_precise-whether 
flights-areincluded-inthe-priee; 
Your advertisement doesn’t explain whether 
flights are included in the price. 


WORD FAMILY precise 


Adjectives precise 
imprecise 


Nouns _ precision 


Adverbs precisely 


preclude /pri'klu:d/ v [T] fm/ to prevent some- 
thing or make it impossible 0 Although your appli- 
cation was not accepted, it doesn’t preclude the 
possibility of your applying again later. 


precocious /pri'kou- fas/ adj showing unusu- 
ally early mental development or achievement © 
Lucy was a verbally precocious child. 


preconceived /,pri:-kan 'si:zvd/ adj [not grad- 
able] (of an idea or opinion) formed too early, esp. 
without enough consideration or knowledge © 
Since I'm new, | have no preconceived notions about 
how it should be done. 


preconception / pri:-kan'sep-fan/ n [C] an 
idea or opinion formed before enough informa- 
tion is available to form it correctly © Many people 
still have preconceptions about how Native Ameri- 
cans live. 


precondition / pri:-kan'dif-an/ n [C] some- 

thing that must happen or be true before it is 
possible for something else to happen © Sound fi- 
nancial policies are a precondition for economic 
growth. 


Precursor /pri'k3r-sar, ‘pri: ,kar-/ n [C] some- 
thing that comes before another and may lead to 
it or influence its development © Opponents fear 
this would be a precursor to development of the en- 
tire canyon. 


predate /pri: ‘dert/ v [T] to have existed or hap- 
pened before another thing © These burial mounds 
predated the arrival of Europeans in North America. 


predator /‘pred:at:ar/ n [C] an animal that 
hunts and kills other animals for food 
predatory /'pred:-a,to:r-i, -,tour-/ adj 1 a pred- 
atory bird 2 People or organizations who are pred- 
atory tend to use others for their own advantage: 
Larger companies, which played a predatory role, 
swooped down to cash in on the new fad. 


predecessor /'pred:a,ses-ar, 'pri:d-/ n [C] a 
person who had a job or position before someone 
else, or a thing that comes before another in time 
or in a series © My predecessor worked in this job for 
twelve years. O The latest model is faster and sleeker 
than its predecessors. 


predestination /pri: des-to'ner-jan/ n [U] 
the belief that events in life are decided in advance 
by God or by FATE and cannot be changed 


predicament /pri'dik-a-mant/ n [C] an un- 
pleasant or confusing situation that is difficult to 
get out of or solve © With no money and no job, he 
found himself in a real predicament. 


predicate GRAMMAR /'pred:1-kat/ n[C] gram- 
mar the part of a sentence that gives information 
about the subject © In the sentence “We went to the 
airport,” “went to the airport” is the predicate. 


STATE /'pred:9,kert/ v [T] fm/ 1 to state that some- 
thing is true © [+ that clause] One cannot predicate 
that the disease is caused by a virus on the basis of 
current evidence. 2 \f an idea or argument is pred- 
icated on something, it depends on the existence 
or truth of that thing: The sales forecast is predi- 
cated on a growing economy. 


predict © /pri'dikt/ v to say that an event or 
action will happen in the future © [T] Astronomers 
can predict the exact time of an eclipse. © [+ that 
clause] Who could have predicted that she would win 
the election? © [+ to infinitive] The storm is predicted 
to reach the Florida coast tomorrow morning. © [+ 
question word] No one can predict when the disease 
will strike again. 
predictable © /pri'‘dik-ta-bal/ adj acting or 
happening in a way that is expected © Comets usu- 
ally appear at predictable times. 0 She’s so predict- 
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able — she always wants to go to the same old 
restaurant. 

predictably @ /pri'dik-ta-bli/ advo Predictably, 
the movie was a hit. 

predictability @ /pri,dik-ta'bil-at-i/ n [U] © 
Can the predictability of these results be improved? 
prediction @ /pri'dik- fan/ n[C/U] o[C] We are 
not yet able to make accurate predictions about 
earthquakes. 


predilection /,pred-4l'ek-fan, ,pri:d-/ n[C] a 
strong liking or preference © a predilection for spicy 
foods 


predispose /,pri:d-1'spouz/ v [T] to influence 
someone to behave or think in a particular way or 
to have a particular condition © Individualism pre- 
disposes many people to look for individual solutions 
to social problems. © Your family history can help a 
doctor determine if you are predisposed to developing 
heart disease. 
predisposition /,pri: dis-pa'z1f-an/ n[C] o She 
has an annoying predisposition to find fault with ev- 
erything. © There is evidence that a predisposition 
toward asthma runs in families. 


predominant © /pri'dam-a-nant/ adj [not 
gradable] being the most noticeable or largest in 
number, or having the most power or influence © 
Women have a predominant role as health care 
professionals. 

predominantly @ /pri'dam-a-nant-li/ adv 
[not gradable] © This neighborhood is now pre- 
dominantly Hispanic. 

predominance @ /pri'dam-a-nans/ n [U] © 
The predominance of white males in powerful school 
positions sends a signal to youngsters about who is 
going to be successful in life. 


predominate © /pri'dam:a,neit/ v [I] to be 
the most important or the greatest in number © 
We live in an area in which livestock, poultry, and 
dairy farming predominate. 


preeminent /pri:'em-a-nant/ adj [not grada- 
ble] more important or powerful than all others © 
He was the preeminent scientist of his day. 
preeminence /pri:'em-a-nans/ n [U] © Before 
the 19th century, China’s preeminence in Asia was 
never challenged. 


preempt /pri:'empt/ v [T] 1 to prevent some- 
thing from happening by taking action first © State 
laws preempted local governments from restricting 
newspaper displays. 2 |f a broadcast is preempted, 
it is replaced by another, usually more important 
broadcast: One station preempted its Friday night 
schedule to televise the high school playofts. 
preemptive. pre-emptive /pri:'emp-tiv/ adj 
[not gradable] © a preemptive air strike on an enemy 
base 


preen /pri:n/ v [I/T] 1 (of a bird) to clean and 
arrange its feathers using its beak 2 People who 
preen make themselves more attractive: [I] As they 
preened in the sun, Evelyn snapped photos of them. 


prefabricated /pri:'feeb-ra,kert-ad/, infm! pre- 
fab /'pri:-feeb/ adj [not gradable] built from parts 
that have been made in a factory and can be put 


together quickly © Our school is using prefabricated 
buildings for extra classrooms. 


preface /'pref-s/ n [C] literature something 
that comes before and introduces a more impor- 
tant thing, esp. an introduction at the beginning 
of a book that explains its aims © an author's 
preface 

preface /'pref-as/ v[T] © He didn’t preface the bad 
news with “I don’t know how to tell you this, but.” 


prefer /pri ‘fsr/ v-rr- to choose or want one thing 
rather than another © [T] We have tea and coffee, 
but perhaps you'd prefer a cold drink. © [T] He prefers 
watching baseball to playing it. © [+ that clause] She 
prefers that we meet at the station. © [+ to infinitive] 
Would you prefer to leave? 

preferable /'pref-a-ra-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
better or more desirable 0 We could take a later 
flight if it would be preferable. © Surely a diplomatic 
solution is preferable to war. 

preferably /'pref-a-ra-bli/ adv [not gradable] © 
We’re looking for a new house, preferably one closer 
to the school. 

preference /'pref-a-rans/ n[C/U] 1 [C] What are 
your preferences in music? 2 A preference is also an 
advantage given to someone: [U] The city gives 
preference to job applicants who live there. 
preferential /,pref-a'ren-tfal/ adj better than 
that given to others 0 Some prisoners had appar- 
ently received preferential treatment. 

WORD FAMILY prefer 

Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


preference prefer 


Adjectives preferable 
preferential 


preferably 


prefix /'pri:-fiks/ n (C] grammar a letter or 
group of letters added to the beginning of a word 
to change the meaning or make a new word 0 In 
the words “unknown” and “unusual,” “un-” is a pre- 
fix meaning “not.” 0 Compare SUFFIX 


pregnant DEVELOPING YOUNG /'preg-nont/ 
adj [not gradable] (of female mammals) having 
young developing in the uterus © She’s seven 
months pregnant. 
pregnancy /'preg:nan:si/ n [C/U] © [U] She ex- 
perienced morning sickness during her first months 
of pregnancy. 

HAVING MEANING /'preg:nant/ adj filled with 
meaning that has not been expressed © There fol- 
lowed a pregnant pause in which each knew what 
the other was thinking but neither knew what to say. 


preheat /pri:'hi:t/ v [T] to heat something be- 
fore using it © Preheat the oven to 350°F. 


prehistoric /,pri:-his'toir-ik, -'tar-/ adj [not 

gradable] world history happening in the period 
of human history before there were written re- 
cords © Painting originated in prehistoric times with 
murals drawn on cave walls. 


prejudge /pri:'d3ad3/ v [T] to form an opinion 

about someone or something before knowing or 
examining all the facts © | am not prejudging your 
guilt or innocence. 
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prejudice /'pred3-ad-as/ n [C/U] an unfair and 
unreasonable opinion or feeling formed without 
enough thought or knowledge © [U] racial preju- 
dice © [C] The experience merely confirmed all his 
prejudices about living in the city. 

prejudice /'pred3-ad-as/ v [T] to unfairly influ- 
ence a person or matter so that an unreasonable 
opinion or decision results © Both sides pledged not 
to do anything to prejudice the final outcome.1 
prejudicial /,pred3-a'di1J-al/ adj © An official in- 
vestigation would have a prejudicial effect on the 
company’s reputation. 

prejudiced /'pred3-0d-ast/ adj 


preliminary @ /pri ‘lima ner-i/ adj [not grad- 
able] coming before a more important action or 
event, esp. introducing or preparing for it © prelim- 
inary talks © a preliminary investigation © The prelim- 
inary rounds of negotiation went well. 
preliminary © /pri'lim-a,ner-i/ n[C usually pl] 
O Her time of 12:32 took four seconds off the mark 
she set in Friday’s preliminaries. 


prelude INTRODUCTION /'‘prel-ju:d, 'prer-lu:d/ 
n[C usually sing] something that comes before a 
more important event or action and introduces or 
prepares for it O The dinner was only a prelude to a 
much larger meeting. 

MUSIC /'prel-ju:d, 'prei-lu:d/ n [C] music a piece 
of music that introduces a longer piece of music, 
or a short piece of music written esp. for the piano 


premarital /pri:'mzer-at-l/ adj [not gradable] 
before marriage © premarital counseling 


premature / pri:-ma'tur, -'t{ur/ adj happening 
or done too soon, esp. before the natural or de- 
sired time © a premature death at age 500 A spokes- 
man said it was premature to comment on the 
negotiations. 
prematurely /,pri:-ma'tur-li, -'tfur-/ adv o 
Twins often are born prematurely. © Tony is getting 
prematurely gray (= his hair is becoming gray). 


premed /pri:'med/ adj [not gradable] being in 
a university course that prepares students for 
medical school © He was a premed student at the 
University of California. 


premeditated /pri:'med:a,teit-ad/ adj [not 
gradable] thought of or planned before being 
done © The police believe the crime was premedi- 
tated. 


premenstrual /pri:'men:-stra-wal/ adj [not 
gradable] of the time just before a woman’s PE- 
RIOD (= bleeding each month from her uterus) 


premenstrual syndrome, abbreviation PMS 
n [U] pains and feelings of unhappiness or anxiety 
that some women experience a few days before 
their PERIOD (= flow of blood each month from the 
uterus) begins 


premier BEST /pri'mir, ‘pri:-mir, 'prem-ir/ adj 
[not gradable] best or most important © He was 
widely regarded as one of the world’s premier au- 
thorities on heart disease. 


LEADER /pri'mir, ‘pri:-mir, ‘prem-ir/ n [C] the 
leader of the government of some countries, or the 
leader of the government of a part of a country © 
the premier of Ontario 


premiere, premiére /prim'jer, pri'mir/ n [C] 
the first public showing of a play, opera, movie, 
television program, or other entertainment © The 
season premieres of two of my favorite TV shows are 
on Wednesday. 
premiere /prim'jer, pri'mir/ v [I] © The three- 
part BBC program will premiere in the United States 
on the Discovery Channel on Sunday. 


premise /'prem-as/ n [C] an idea or theory on 
which a statement or action is based © [+ that 
clause] We don’t accept the premise that cutting 
taxes will necessarily lead to increased economic 
productivity. 


premises /'prem-a-saz/ p! na house or other 
building and the land on which it is built © The 
bread sold here is baked on the premises. 


premium PAYMENT /'pri:-mi:-am/ n [C] an 
amount of money paid at regular times to INSURE 
(= protect against risk) your health or life, or your 
home or possessions © That could mean higher 
Medicare premiums for retirees. 

EXTRA /'pri:-mi:-am/n[C] 1 something extra given 
or an extra amount charged © You get a lipstick as 
a premium with the purchase of this makeup. © Our 
customers are willing to pay a premium for a superior 
product. 2 If you get something at a premium, you 
pay a high price for it, esp. because it is not easily 
available: /t’s possible to get a large apartment, but 
only at a premium. 3 A premium is also a great 
amount of importance: The admissions office places 
a premium on a Student’s character in the selection 
process. 
premium /'pri:-mi:-am/ adj [not gradable] of 
higher than usual quality or value © premium 
gasoline 


premonition /,prem-a'nif-an, ,priz-mo-/_n 

[C] a feeling that something, esp. something un- 
pleasant, is going to happen © a premonition of 
danger 


prenatal /pri:'neit-°l/ adj [not gradable] hap- 
pening or existing before birth © prenatal care 


prenuptial /pri:'nap- fal, -tfal/ adj [not grada- 
ble] before getting married 


prenuptial agreement n [C] a legal doc- 

ument signed by two people before they marry 
stating what will happen to their money and pos- 
sessions if they DIVORCE (= legally end their 
marriage) 


preoccupy /pri:'ak-ja,par/ v [T] to be the main 
thought in someone’s mind, causing other things 
to be forgotten 0 The wedding next month preoc- 
cupied her. 

preoccupied /pri:'ak-ja,paid/ adj © He’s been 
preoccupied lately because of problems at school. 
preoccupation /pri: ,ak-ja'per-fan/ n [C/U] the 
thing you think about most © [U] His preoccupation 
with sports is affecting his grades. 
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prep /prep/ v [T] -pp- infmi 1 to prepare © The 
president’s advisers are busy prepping him for the 
debate. 2 medical To prep is also to get a person in 
a hospital ready for an operation. 


preparatory school, short form prep school, 
short form prep n [C] a private school for children 
over the age of eleven that prepares them to go 
to college © He went to St. John’s Prep. 


prepare /pri'per, -'pzer/ v [I/T] to make or get 
something or someone ready for something that 
will happen in the future © [T] Keane is preparing a 
film version of the play. © [I] The Southeast prepared 
for the worst as the hurricane turned toward the At- 
lantic coast. 
prepared /pri'perd, -'paerd/ adj © Everything 
looked prepared for the party. © The press represen- 
tative read a prepared statement (= one already 
written). 
preparedness /pr1'per-od-nas, -'pzer-ad-/ n[U] 
© earthquake preparedness 
preparation / prep-a'rer-fan/ n [C/U] the state 
of being ready for something that will happen, or 
an action taken to become ready © [U] The teacher 
said my preparation for the exam was inadequate. © 
[C] By the next morning our preparations for the 
storm were complete. © [U] A platform had been set 
up in preparation for the ceremony. 
preparatory /pri'pzer-a,tor-i, -'per-, -,tour-i/ 
adj [not gradable] © Plans for building a new school 
are under way, but so far only in the preparatory 
stage. 


WORD FAMILY prepare 


Nouns preparation 
preparations 
preparedness 


Adjectives prepared 
unprepared 
preparatory 


Verbs prepare 


IDIOM with prepare 


ebe prepared to do something to be willing to do 
something © | don’t mind explaining it to you, but 
I’m not prepared to do it for you. 


preponderance /pr1'pan-da-rans/ n [U] the 
largest part or greatest amount © The preponder- 
ance of evidence suggests the crash was an accident. 


preposition /,prep-a'zif-an/n [C] grammar a 
word that connects a noun, a noun phrase, ora 
pronoun to another word, esp. to a verb, another 
noun, or an adjective © In the sentence, “We jumped 
in the lake,” “in” is a preposition, and in the sen- 
tence, “I heard the sound of loud music,” “of” is a 
preposition. 


prepositional phrase n [C] a combination 
of a PREPOSITION followed by a noun or pronoun 


preposterous /pri'pas-ta-ras/ adj completely 

unreasonable and ridiculous; not to be believed © 
It was a preposterous idea, and no one took it 
seriously. 


preppie, preppy /'prep-i/ n [C] a person who is 
or was a student at a PREPARATORY SCHOOL (= pri- 
vate school that prepares students for college), or 


someone who dresses in the traditional style of 
such students © Dressed like a preppie, she wears a 
pleated skirt, cotton shirt, and knee socks. 


prep school /'prep-sku:l/ n short form of PREPA- 
RATORY SCHOOL 


prerequisite /pri:'rek-wa-zot/ n [C] some- 
thing that must exist or happen before something 
else can exist or happen © Introductory physics is a 
prerequisite for any of the advanced courses in 
physics. 


prerogative /pri'rag- at-1v/ n[C] a special ad- 
vantage that allows some people the freedom to 
do or have something that is not possible or al- 
lowed for everyone © It’s the president’s prerogative 
to nominate judges who share his political 
philosophy. 


Pres. /prez/ n[C] abbreviation for PRESIDENT POLI- 
TICS 


Presbyterian / prez-ba'tir-i:-an/ n[C] amem- 
ber of a Christian religious group that is one of the 
Protestant churches 
Presbyterian / prez-ba'tir-i:-an/ adj [not grad- 
able] © a Presbyterian church © a Presbyterian 
minister 


preschool /‘pri:-sku:I/ n [C/U] a school for chil- 
dren who are between about three and five years 
old 
preschooler /'pri: sku:-lar/ n [C] 


prescribe GIVE MEDICAL TREATMENT = /pri 
'skraib/ v [T] to order treatment for someone, or 
to say what someone should do or use to treat an 
illness or injury © Many doctors prescribe aspirin to 
forestall second heart attacks. © My doctor prescribed 
rest and gave me a painkiller for my knee. 


GIVE RULE /pri'skraib/ v[T] to tell people what they 
must have or do, or to give as a rule © A secretary 
of education cannot and should not prescribe the cur- 
riculum of the nation’s colleges. 


prescription MEDICINE /pri'skrip-Jan/ n[C]a 
doctor’s written direction for the medicine that 
someone needs and how it is to be used, or the 
medicine itself © The doctor gave me prescriptions for 
antibiotics and cough syrup. © The drugstore called to 
say your prescription is ready to be picked up. 

RULES /pri'skrip-fan/ n[C] rules or a situation that 
will have a particular effect © The company’s reor- 
ganization could be a prescription for disaster. 
prescriptive /pri'skrip-tiv/ adj tending to say 
what someone should do or how something 
should be done © His basic attitude toward lan- 
guage is highly prescriptive. 

preseason /'pri: si:-zan/ n [C usually sing] the 
period before a sports team begins its official com- 
petition © He has played three preseason games, av- 
eraging 4.3 points. 

presence of mind » [Uv] the ability to make 


good decisions and to act quickly in a difficult 
situation 


present SOMETHING GIVEN /'prez-ant/ n [C] 
something that is given without being asked for, 
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esp. On a special occasion or to say thank you; 
a GIFT O a birthday present © Did you wrap the 
present? 

PROVIDE /pri'zent/ v [T] 1 to give, show, provide, 
or make known © The mayor presented five firefight- 
ers with medals for saving people’s lives. © Two clubs 
in the neighborhood present jazz on Thursdays. © Dr. 
Gottlieb will present her research in a series of lec- 
tures this spring. 2 \f you present yourself, you go 
to someone or make yourself known to someone: 
Paul Groncki presented himself to the receptionist on 
the 41st floor. 3 If something presents itself, it hap- 
pens or takes place: An opportunity suddenly pre- 
sented itself. 


CAUSE /pri'zent/ v[T] to cause something © Falling 
tax revenues present a problem for the city. 

NOW /'prez-ant/ n [U] this period of time, not the 
past or the future; now O The story moves back and 
forth between the past and the present. 
present /'prez-ant/ adj [not gradable] © the pres- 
ent situation 
presently /'prez-ant:li/ adv [not gradable] at this 
time © Three of the ten boats are presently being 
repaired. © See also: PRESENTLY 


GRAMMAR /'prez:ant/ adj [not gradable] gram- 
mar having the tense of a verb used to describe 
actions, events, or states that are happening or ex- 
isting at this time © Her book is written entirely in 
the present tense. 


PLACE /'prez:ant/ adj [not gradable] in a particular 
place © The mayor was present during the entire 
meeting. 
presence /'prez-ans/ n [C/U] 1 [U] We shouldn't 
discuss Jeff’s progress in the presence of the other 
students (= when the other students are there). © 
[U] Those who disagreed with the funding proposal 
made their presence felt (= made their opinions 
known). 2 Presence is also a person’s ability to 
make his or her character known to others: [U] He 
writes better, he reports better, and his presence on 
camera is better. 3 |f a country or organization has 
a presence somewhere, some of its members are 
there. 


INTRODUCE /pri'zent/ v [T] fm/ to introduce a per- 
son © I’m pleased to present my son, Charles. 


WORD FAMILY present 


Adjectives present 
presentable 
representative 


Nouns presence 
present 
presentation 


representation orp. present 

representative represent 
resenter 

P Adverbs _ presently 


presentable /pri'zent-2-bal/ adj looking suit- 
able or good enough, esp. in the way you are 
dressed © You need to look presentable for the in- 
terview. © A coat of paint made the house 
presentable. 


presentation / prez-an'tei-Jan, ,pri:,zen-/ n 
[C/U] the act of giving or showing something, or 
the way in which something is given or shown © 
[C] a multimedia presentation © [C] After the sales 


presentation, the board had a number of questions. 
© [U] Presentation of the awards takes place at a 
banquet in June. © [U] Both the food and its presen- 
tation were excellent. 


present-day adj [not gradable] modern; of to- 
day rather than of earlier times © The setting is pres- 
ent-day London. 


presently /'prez-ant-li/ adv [not gradable] 
soon; not at this time but after a short time in the 
future © We will be leaving presently. © See also: 
PRESENTLY at PRESENT NOW 


present participle » [(C] grammar a form 
of a verb that ends in “ing” and comes after an- 
other verb to show continuous action © In the sen- 
tence “The children are watching television,” 
“watching” is a present participle. 


present perfect py [U] grammar the tense 
you use to talk about actions or events that hap- 
pen in both the past and the present © The sen- 
tence “She has broken her leg” is in the present 
perfect. 


preserve KEEP /pri'z3rv/ v[T] 1 to keep some- 
thing as it is, esp. in order to prevent it from de- 
caying or to protect it from being damaged or 
destroyed © The committee will suggest ways to pre- 
serve historically important buildings in the down- 
town area. 2 To preserve food is to treat it in a 
particular way so it can be kept for a long time 
without going bad: My grandmother preserved 
cherries in syrup. 
preserve /pri'zarv/ n[C usually pl] fruit cooked 
with sugar © apricot preserves 
preservative /pri'zar-vat-1v/ n [C/U] © [C] arti- 
ficial/natural preservatives 
preservation /,prez-ar'ver-fan/ n [U] © Janet is 
very interested in historic preservation (= protecting 
places of historic importance). 
preservationist /,prez-ar'ver-fa-nast/ n [C] 0 
Preservationists were outraged at the proposal to 
tear down a historic theater. 


SEPARATE ACTIVITY /pri'z3rv/ n[C] an activity that 
only one person or a particular type of person does 
or is responsible for © The gardening is Jeanne’s spe- 
cial preserve. 

SEPARATE PLACE /pri'z3rv/ n [C] an area of land 
kept in its natural state, esp. for hunting and fish- 
ing or for raising animals and fish © a wildlife 
preserve 


preside /pri'zaid/ v [I] to be in charge of or to 
control a meeting or event © The vice president will 
preside at today’s meeting. 


president POLITICS /'prez-ad- ant, -a ,dent/, ab- 
breviation Pres. n [C] politics & government the 
highest political position in the United States and 
some other countries, usually the leader of the 
government © Several people are considering run- 
ning for president, but none have announced their 
candidacy yet. 
presidential /,prez-a'den-tfal/ adj © a presiden- 
tial candidate 
presidency /'prez-ad-an-si, -a,den-/ n [C] poli- 
tics & government the position of being presi- 
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dent, or the length of time during which someone 
is president © the office of the presidency © Franklin 
D. Roosevelt's presidency lasted more than 12 years. 

ORGANIZATION /'prez-ad-ant, -2 ,dent/ n[C] a per- 
son who has the highest position in a company or 
organization © The company’s board of directors will 
name a new president at its next meeting. 


press PUSH /pres/ v[I/T] 1 to push firmly against 
something that is fixed in position © [T] | pressed 
the volume button on the remote. © [| always + adv/ 
prep] The crowd pressed up against the doors. © (I 
always + adv/prep] He pressed down hard on the 
accelerator, and the car shot ahead. 2 When you 
press clothes, you use an IRON (= a heavy device 
with a flat base) to make them smooth. 


PERSUADE /pres/ v [T] to try to persuade or cause 
someone to do something, or to act in a deter- 
mined way to cause something to be accepted © 
The police pressed her to identify the man she had 
seen. © Marquez will visit Washington to press his 
country’s case. © She decided not to press charges 
against him (= make an official complaint). 


DEVICE /pres/ n[C] any of various devices that use 
force © a pants press © a garlic press © a printing 
press 


NEWSPAPERS /pres/ n [U] 1 newspapers, maga- 
zines, and other businesses that communicate 
news to the public by print, television, or radio, or 
the people who work to prepare and present the 
news © Is the press too conservative? 2 Good/bad 
press is the positive or negative reaction of news- 
papers, magazines, etc., to a person or thing: At 
some point, every president has complained about 
bad press. 


PUBLISHER /pres/ n [C] a business that prints and 
produces books or other printed material 0 Cam- 
bridge University Press 


WORD FAMILY press 
Nouns 


press Verbs 


pressure 


press 
pressure 


Adjectives pressed 
pressing 


PHRASAL VERBS with press 


epress ahead (with something) to continue to do 
something although there is opposition to it 0 The 
company pressed ahead with plans to build the 
skyscraper. 

e press for something to work hard to win support 
for a plan so that it will succeed © He will press for 
stricter pollution controls. 

epress on to continue traveling or doing some- 
thing © We didn’t have time to stop, and pressed on 
into Arizona. © The witness started crying, but the 
lawyer pressed on. 


press conference n [C] a meeting at which 
government or business officials make a public 
statement and reporters can ask questions 


pressing /‘pres-1n/ adj urgent or needing to be 
dealt with immediately © a pressing need/issue 


press release n [C] a written statement from 
a person or group that is given to newspapers and 


broadcasting organizations to become part of the 
news 


pressure FORCE /'preJ:ar/ n [C/U] 1 the force 
produced by pressing against something © [U] air/ 
blood/water pressure 2. physics Pressure is also the 
force that is put on a surface with reference to the 
area of the surface. 


INFLUENCE /'‘pref:ar/ n [C/U] 1 a strong, often 
threatening influence on an organization or per- 
son © [C] Competitive pressures will force the com- 
pany to sell off its factories. 2 lf you put pressure on 
someone, you try to cause that person to do some- 
thing by persuading or threatening them: [U] They 
put a lot of pressure on him to resign. 
pressure /'pref-ar/ v[T] © She was pressured into 
signing the agreement. 


worrY /'preJ-ar/ n [U] worry and fear caused by 
the feeling that you have too many responsibilities 
and cares © | like this job — there’s not so much pres- 
sure to produce every day. 


pressure cooker 1 [C] a container with a 
tightly fitting lid that cooks food quickly in steam 


prestige /pres'ti:3, -'ti:d3/ n [U] respect and ad- 
miration given to someone or something, usually 
because of a reputation for high quality, success, 
or social influence © No one would go into this sort 
of work for the prestige. 
prestigious /pres'tid3-as/ adj © a prestigious 
school 


presume © BELIEVE /pr1'zu:m/ v[T] to believe 
something to be true because it is likely, although 
not certain © [+ (that) clause] | presume (that) 
they’re not coming, since they haven't replied to the 
invitation. © People accused of a crime are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty. 
presumably © /pri'zu:-ma-bli/ adv [not grad- 
able] © Presumably they can afford to buy an apart- 
ment, or they wouldn't be looking. 


BE RUDE /pri'zu:m/ v[I] to be rude by doing some- 
thing you know that you do not have a right to do 
oO [+ to infinitive] How can you presume to criticize 
me when you did the same thing yourself? 


presumption © BELIEF /pri'zamp- fan/ n[C] 
a belief that something is true because it is likely, 
although not certain © There is no scientific evidence 
to support such presumptions. 


RUDENESS /pri'zamp-fan/ n [U] behavior that is 
rude or shows that you expect too much © What 
presumption, to assume that I’d pay for everyone! 


presumptuous © /pri'zamp-tfa-was/ adj 

rude because of doing something although you 
know you do not have a right to do it © /t would 
be presumptuous of me to speak for the others. 


presuppose /,pri:-sa'pouz/ v [T] fm/ to think 

that something is true in advance without having 
any proof, or to consider that something is nec- 
essarily true if something else is true © [+ that 
clause] You’re presupposing that he told her — but 
he may not have. © Teaching presupposes a formal 
education. 


pretax /'pri: 'taeks/ adj [not gradable] before tax 
is paid © pretax income/earnings/profit 
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pretend /pri 'tend/ v [I/T] to behave as if some- 
thing is true when you know that it is not, esp. in 
order to deceive people or as a game © [+ fo infin- 
itive] Tom pretends to care. © [+ (that) clause] The 
children pretended (that) they were dinosaurs. 
pretend /pri'tend/ adj {not gradable] © a pre- 
tend tea party 
pretense /'pri:-tens, pri'tens/ n(U] a way of be- 
having that is intended to deceive people o He 
made no pretense of looking for work. © [pl] Money 
was collected under false pretenses (= by deceiving 
people). 


pretension /pri'ten-tfan/ n [C/U] 1 the ap- 
pearance of being more important or more serious 
than there is reason for © [U] Leonard’s paintings 
have a real freedom from pretension. 2 A pretension 
is also a claim or belief that you can succeed or 
that you are important or have serious value: [C 
usually pl] He has no pretensions for higher office. 


pretentious /pri'ten-t{as/ adj disapproving try- 
ing to give the appearance of great importance, 
esp. in a way that is obvious © pretentious restau- 
rants © pretentious, silly poetry 


pretext /'pri:-tekst/ n [C] a pretended reason for 
doing something that is used to hide the real rea- 
son © He called her on the pretext of needing help 
with his homework. 


pretrial, pre-trial /‘pri:-trail/ adj, adv {not grad- 

able] happening in or involving the period before 
a trial begins © Cooper failed to testify ina March 1 
pretrial hearing. 


pretty PLEASANT /'prit-i/ adj [-er/-est only] 
pleasant to look at, or (esp. of girls or women or 
things connected with them) attractive or charm- 
ing in a delicate way © a pretty view O My older 
sister is prettier than | am. 
prettiness /'prit-i:-nas/ n[U] © Her prettiness was 
matched by her intelligence. 

TO ALARGE DEGREE /'prit-i/ adv [not gradable] 
(used to give emphasis) to a large degree; to some 
degree © /’ve got a pretty clear idea of what’s going 
on. © She was pretty tired. © “How are you feeling?” 
“Pretty good, thanks. ” 


IDIOM with pretty 


epretty much, pretty well almost completely o 
I've pretty much finished packing now. © I’ve pretty 
well decided I’m not going to go. 


pretzel /'pret-sal/ n [C] a kind of hard or chewy 
bread, usually with salt on it, that is baked in the 
shape of a loose knot or stick 


prevail /pri'veil/ v [I] to exist and be accepted 
among a large number of people, or to get a po- 
sition of control and influence © Let’s hope that 
common sense prevails. © In spite of injuries, our 
team prevailed and went on to win. 
prevailing /pri'ver-l1p/ adj [not gradable] exist- 
ing and accepted © The prevailing view is that eco- 
nomic growth is likely to slow down. 


PHRASAL VERB with prevail 


eprevail on/upon someone to do something to 
persuade someone to do something © My father 
prevailed on some friends to let us stay with them. 


prevalent /'prev-9-lant/ adj existing commonly 
or happening frequently © Drought conditions have 
been prevalent across the area for several years. 
prevalence /'prev-a-lans/ n [U] © He was sur- 
prised by the prevalence of middle-aged women 
among the job seekers. 


prevent /pri 'vent/ v[T] to stop something from 
happening or someone from doing something © 
The police tried to prevent him from leaving. © Can 
this type of accident be prevented? 
preventable /pri'vent-9-bal/ adj © Fortunately, 
the suffering caused by ulcers is entirely preventable. 
prevention /pri'ven-tfan/ n [U] © crime pre- 
vention 
preventive /pri'vent-1v/, preventative /prt 
vent-at-1v/ adj [not gradable] intended to stop 
something before it happens © preventive measures 
© preventative health care 


Pi AS a SEP 
prevent or protect? 
Prevent means to stop something from hap- 
pening. 
Wearing sunscreen can help prevent skin 
cancer. 
Protect means to keep someone or something 
safe from bad things. 


The police wear bulletproof vests to protect 
themselves. 


WORD FAMILY prevent 


Nouns prevention 
Verbs 


Adjectives preventable 
preventive 
preventative 


‘WORD CHOICES prevent 
Two common alternatives to “prevent” are 
avoid or stop. 
Label the boxes to avoid confusion. 
This should stop any further trouble. 
They've put barriers up to stop people from 
getting through. 
To talk about preventing something bad from 
happening, the verb avert can be used. 
We had to act quickly to avert disaster. 
If something prevents something else by mak- 
ing it impossible, you can use the verb 
prohibit. 
Behavioral problems in the classroom prohibit 
learning. 
Check can be used when something prevents 
another thing from continuing or increasing. 
Children are being vaccinated in an attempt 
to check the spread of the disease. 
The verbs foil and thwart mean to prevent 
someone or something from being successful. 
The attempted kidnapping was foiled by some 
undercover police. 
My trip to London was thwarted by a pilots’. 
Strike. 


prevent 
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preview /'pri:-vju:/ n [C] an advance showing 
of something such as a movie or play before its 
formal opening, or the showing of a few parts of 
a movie or television program as an advertisement 
preview /'pri:-vju:/ v[T] © Members got a chance 
to preview the new show at the museum. 


previous © /‘pri:-vit-as/ adj [not gradable] 
happening or existing before the one mentioned 
© The previous owner of the house added a back 
porch. 
previously © /'pri:-vi:-a-sli/ adv [not gradable] 
© She was previously employed as a tour guide. 


prewar /pri:'wo:r/ adj [not gradable] existing or 
happening before a war, esp. World War IO Com- 
pare POSTWAR 


prewriting /‘priz ratt-19/ n [U] writing the first 
stage in writing, in which you gather ideas and 
information and plan how to organize them 


prey /prei/ n [U] a creature that is hunted and 
killed for food by another animal © The prey had 
been sighted. 


IDIOM with prey 


efall prey to someone/something, be prey to some- 
one/something to be influenced by someone or 
something © We worry that our children will fall prey 
to the influence of bad kids. 


PHRASAL VERB with prey 


eprey on something/someone 1 to kill and eat an 
animal © Lions prey on huge herds of wildebeest and 
zebra. 2 Someone who preys on a group of people 
tries to get something from them illegally or un- 
fairly: These telemarketers prey on the elderly and 
call them 5 or 10 times a day. 


price /prais/ n [C] the amount of money for 
which something is sold or offered for sale © high/ 
low prices © The price of gas went up five cents a 
gallon. 
price /prars/ v[T; not gradable] © The car is priced 
at $24,000. 
priceless /'prat-slas/ adj more valuable than any 
amount of money; precious © He has a priceless 
collection of antique silver. 
pricey /'prar-si/ adj comparative pricier, superlative 
priciest expensive © That restaurant’s too pricey for me. 


WORD FAMILY price 


Nouns price 
Verbs 


Adjectives overpriced 
priceless 


pricey 
COMMON LEARNERERROR 


price or prize? 
These two words sound similar but have differ- 
ent spellings and very different meanings. 
Price means “the amount of money that you 
pay to buy something.” 
The price of oil has risen by 20%. 
Fhe-prize-of eit hastiser-by 20%: 
Prize means “something valuable that is given 
to someone who wins a competition or who 
has done good work.” 


price 


She won first prize in the competition. 


She-wen-first-price_in-the-compe tition. 


cee sa ince 


IDIOM with price 


eat a price for alot of money © Shell decorate your 
house however you want it — at a price. O Compare 
FOR A PRICE at FOR IDIOMS 


price tag n [C] a piece of paper attached to 
something for sale that shows how much it costs, 
or the cost of something © The price tag for restor- 
ing the building will be around $150 million. 


prick /prik/ v [T] to make a small hole or holes in 
the surface of something © The nurse pricked his 
finger to draw blood. 


IDIOM with prick 


e prick up your ears to listen carefully 0 The chil- 
dren pricked up their ears when they heard the word 
“candy.” 


prickle /'prik-al/ n [C] 1 a stinging feeling as if 
made by a sharp point © A prickle of fear ran up the 
back of my neck. 2 A prickle is also a sharp point 
that sticks out of a plant or animal. 
prickle /'prik-al/ v [I/T] © [T] She lay on the dry 
grass, which prickled the back of her legs. 
prickly /‘prik-li/ adj having sharp points that stick 
out, or causing a stinging feeling © a prickly cactus 
© The wool felt prickly and itchy against his skin. 


pride FEELING OF SATISFACTION /praid/ n[U] a 
feeling of pleasure and satisfaction that you get 
because you or people connected with you have 
done something good © Their son’s outstanding ac- 
ademic record was a source of great pride to them. 
© We take pride in the high quality of our food. © 
Related adjective: PROUD SATISFIED 


FEELING OF WORTH /praid/ n[U] 1 your feelings of 
your own worth and respect for yourself © Out of 
pride, he refused an offer to take over his business. 
2 disapproving Pride is also the belief that you are 
better or more important than other people. © Re- 
lated adjective: PROUD RESPECTING YOURSELF 


GROUP /praid/ n [C] a group of lions 
IDIOMS with pride 


e someone's pride and joy a person or thing that 
gives someone great joy and satisfaction © Those 
flowers are her pride and joy. 

epride yourself on something to value a special 
quality or ability that you have © He prides himself 
on his singing. 


priest /pri:st/ n[C] a person, usually a man, who 
has been trained to perform religious duties in 
some Christian churches, esp. the Roman Catholic 
Church, or (female priestess) a person with partic- 
ular duties in some other religions © a Catholic 
priest 
priesthood /'pri:st-hud/ n [U] the position of 
being a priest © He entered the priesthood after three 
years of study. 


prim /prim/ adj formal, neat, and socially correct 
© She wore a silk gown and prim white gloves. 


primacy © /'prai-ma-si/ n[U] the state of being 
important or most important © Satellite television, 
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boasting 300 digital channels, was threatening the 
primacy of cable TV. 


prima donna /,prim-a'dan-a, 'pri:-ma-/ n[C] 
p! prima donnas the most important woman sing- 
ing in an opera company, or disapproving a person 
who is difficult to please and who expects to be 
treated better than anyone else © The performance 
was met with enough applause to please the most 
demanding prima donna. 


primal /‘prar-mal/ adj [not gradable] character- 
istic of the earliest time in the existence of a person 
or thing, basic O The appeal of music is primal. 


primary © MOST IMPORTANT /'prai,mer-i, 
-ma-ri/ adj [not gradable] more important than 
anything else; main © The primary goal of the space 
flight was to recover a satellite. 
primarily © /prar'mer-a-li/ adv [not gradable] 
mainly © The company’s failure was primarily due to 
weak sales. 

EDUCATION /‘prai ,mer-i, -ma-ri/ adj [not gradable] 
relating to the first part of a child’s education © the 
primary grades 

EARLIEST /'prai,mer-i, -ma-ri/ adj [not gradable] 
happening first © the primary stages of development 

ELECTION /'prai,mer-i, -ma-ri/ n [C] politics & 
government an election in which people who be- 
long to a political party choose who will represent 
that party in an election for political office 


primary care n [U] medical basic medical care 
that is available when someone first goes to a doc- 
tor to be helped © a primary care physician 


primary color n[C] artone of the three colors 
— red, yellow, or blue - that can be mixed together 
in various ways to make any other color 


primary school n [C] a school for children 
from the ages of about five to nine, or an ELEMEN- 
TARY SCHOOL 


primate /‘prar-meit/ n [C] biology a member of 
the most developed and intelligent group of mam- 
mals, including humans, monkeys, and APES 


prime © MAIN/BEST /praim/ adj [not gradable] 
most important, or of the best quality © You’re a 
prime candidate to be spending money on foolish 
things. © This is a prime example of native Utah ar- 
chitecture. © The hospital is located on prime Upper 
East Side property. 

PREPARE /praim/ v [T] 1 to prepare someone or 
something for the next stage in a process © Their 
teachers are getting those kids primed for the tests. 
2 To prime a surface is to cover it with a special 
paint before the main paint is put on. 
primer /'prat-mar/ n [C/U] a type of paint put on 
a surface before putting on the main paint 


IDIOMS with prime 


ein your/its prime, in the prime of your life in the 
best, most successful, most productive stage © The 
horse retired from racing while still in his prime. © 
She was in the prime of her working life when she 
retired, but she continued as a consultant. 


*past your/its prime after the best, most success- 
ful, most productive stage © He can still play, but 
he’s past his prime. 


prime minister n [C] the leader of the gov- 
ernment in some countries 


prime number n [C] mathematics a number 
that cannot be divided by any other number ex- 
cept itself and the number 1 


primer /'prim-ar/ n[C] a basic text for teaching 
something © As a primer for Navaho thinking, this 
book is a good place to start. 


prime time n [U] the period between 8 and 11 
at night when the largest number of people are 
watching television © prime time programs 


primeval /prai'mi:-val/ adj existing at or from 
a very early time; ancient © primeval forests 


primitive /'prim-at-1v/ adj of or typical of an 

early stage of development; not advanced or com- 
plicated in structure © primitive art/tools © The pi- 
oneers who settled the west had to cope with 
primitive living conditions. 


primordial /prat'mo:rd-i:-al/ adj existing at or 
since the beginning of the world or the universe © 
primordial gases 


primrose /'prim-rouz/_n [C] a wild plant with 
pale yellow flowers 


prince /prins/ n[C] 1 a member of a ROYAL fam- 
ily, esp. a son of a king or queen 2 A prince is also 
a male ruler of a small country. 


princely /'prin-sli/ adj [not gradable] (esp. of 
money) very large in amount © Advertisers pay a 
princely sum for prime-time commercials. 


princess /‘prin-sas, -ses/ n[C] 1 a member of a 
ROYAL family, esp. a daughter of a king or queen 
2 A princess is also the wife of a PRINCE. 


principal © MAIN /'prin-sa-pal/ adj [not grad- 
able] first in order of importance © Iraq’s principal 
export is oil. 
principally © /'prin-sa-pli/ adv [not gradable] 
more than anything or anyone else; mainly © The 
advertising campaign is aimed principally at women. 
PERSON /'‘prin-sa-pal/ n [C] a person in charge of 
a school 
MONEY /'prin-sa-pal/ n[C usually sing] an amount 
of money that is lent, borrowed, or invested, apart 
from any additional money such as INTEREST 


principality / prin-sa'pzel-at-i/ n [C] a country 
ruled by a PRINCE 


principle © MORAL RULE /'prin-sa-pal/ n [C/ 
U] 1 a moral rule or standard of good behavior or 
fair dealing © [C] His guiding principle is that every- 
one should have equal access to high-quality health 
care. © [C] He refused to compromise his principles. 
2 If you believe or act on principle, you are follow- 
ing a personal standard of behavior: On principle, 
I never eat meat. 
principled © /'prin-sa-pald/ adj based on prin- 
ciples, or (of a person) having good personal stan- 
dards of behavior © She was known among her 
colleagues as a principled professional. 
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BASIC TRUTH /'prin-sa:pal/ n[C often pl] 1 a basic 
truth that explains or controls how something 
happens or works © the principles of Newtonian 
physics 2 Someone who agrees to something in 
principle, agrees with the idea, but may not agree 
with using the idea to bring about practical 
changes: In principle | agree that mothers should 
spend as much time as possible with their young chil- 
dren, but it isn’t easy. 


print MAKE TEXT /print/ v[T] 1 to put letters or 
images on paper or another material using a ma- 
chine, or to produce books, magazines, newspa- 
pers, etc., in this way O The newspaper printed my 
letter to the editor. 2 To print is also to write with- 
out joining the letters together: Please print your 
name clearly below your signature. 3 To print some- 
thing out is to print text or images from a machine 
attached to a computer: [M] Just print out the first 
two pages. 
print /print/ n[U] 1 text or images that are pro- 
duced on paper or other material by printing 2 If 
something is in print, it is published and available 
to buy. © Is the book still in print? 3 If a book is out 
of print, it is no longer available from a publisher 
0 I’m afraid you can’t get that book — it’s out of print. 
printing /'print-19/ n[C/U] 1 the process or busi- 
ness of producing printed material 2 A printing is 
the number of copies of a book printed at one 
time: [C] The first printing will be 25,000 copies. 
printer /'print-ar/ n [C] 1 a machine connected 
to a computer that prints onto paper using ink © 
a laser printer 2 A printer is also a person whose 
job is to print material. 


PICTURE /print/ n[C] 1 a single photograph made 
from film, or a photograph of a painting or other 
work of art © We made extra prints of the baby to 
send out with the birth announcement. 2 A print is 
also a picture made by pressing paper or other ma- 
terial against a special surface covered with ink: 
woodcut prints 
print /print/ v [T] © Photographs are better if they 
are printed from the original negative. 

PATTERN /print/ n [C] a pattern produced on a 
piece of cloth, or cloth having such a pattern © a 
print dress 


MARK /print/ n[C] 1 a mark left on a surface where 
something has been pressed on it © The dog left 
prints all over the kitchen floor. 2 A print is also a 
FINGERPRINT. 


WORD FAMILY print 


Nouns print 
printer 
printing 


Verbs print 


printing press n [C] a machine that prints 
text or images, esp. to produce books, magazines, 
and newspapers 


printout /'print-aut/ n[C] a paper copy of com- 
puter text and images produced by a PRINTER at- 
tached to the computer 


prior © /'prat-ar/ adj, adv[not gradable] coming 
before in time, order, or importance © She denied 


prior knowledge of the meeting. © Passengers may 
board the plane twenty minutes prior to (= before) 
departure. 


priority © /prat's:r-at-i, -'ar-/ n [C/U] 1 some- 
thing that is considered more important than 
other matters © [C] The president vowed to make 
education one of his top priorities. 2 \f something 
takes priority over something else, it is more im- 
portant: [U] Getting fresh water and food to the 
flood victims takes priority over dealing with their in- 
surance claims. 
prioritize © /prar's:r-a,tarz, -'ar-/ v [I/T] to ar- 
range in order of importance so that you can deal 
with the most important things before the others 
0 [I] You have to prioritize in this job because you 
can’t do everything. 
prioritization © /prar,s:r-at-a'zer-fan, -,ar-/ 
n{U] 


prism /'priz-am/ n[C] a transparent object, often 
glass, that separates white light into different 
colors 


prison /'priz-an/ n [C/U] a building where crim- 
inals are kept as a punishment © [U] He was sent 
to prison for life. 
prisoner /'priz-a-nar/ n [C] 1 a person who is 
kept in prison as punishment 2 Prisoners are also 
people who are not physically free because they 
are under the control of someone else: Two security 
guards were held/taken prisoner during the robbery. 


WORD FAMILY prison 


Nouns prison 
prisoner 
imprisonment 


Verbs imprison 


prisoner of war, abbreviation POW n [C] a 
member of the armed forces who has been caught 
by enemy forces during a war 


pristine /‘pris-tiin, pri'stizn/ adj [not gradable] 
original and pure; not spoiled or worn from use © 
The car seemed to be in pristine condition. 


private PERSONAL /‘prat-vat/ adj 1 for the use 
of or belonging to one particular person or group 
only, or not shared or available to other people © 
The sign on the gate said “Private Property — Keep 
Out.” © Let’s go somewhere private so we can talk 
freely. 2 lf you do something in private, you do it 
without other people present: / asked if | could talk 
to her in private. 
privately /'prar-vat-li/ adv[not gradable] © Could 
| speak with you privately (= without other people 
present)? © Despite his public support, privately (= 
in his own mind) he was worried. 
privacy /'prat-va-si/ n [U] the state of being 
alone, or the right to keep one’s personal matters 
and relationships secret © A fence would give us 
more privacy in the backyard. 


INDEPENDENT /'prat-vat/ adj [not gradable] be- 
longing to or managed by a person or indepen- 
dent company rather than the government © The 
governor visited Ireland as a private citizen (= not as 
an Official). 
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roblem 


OC 


privately /‘prai-vat-li/ adv [not gradable] © She 
was privately educated at an exclusive girls’ school. 
privatize /'prat-va,taiz/ v [T] social studies (of 
an industry, company, or service) to change from 
being owned by a government to being owned 
and controlled independently 

privatization /,prar-vat-a'zer-fan/ n[U] 
RANK /'prar-vat/ n [C] a person in the military of 
the lowest rank, below a CORPORAL 


WORD FAMILY private 


Nouns privacy 
private 
privatization 


Adjectives private 
Verbs 
Adverbs 


privatize 


privately 


private enterprise n [C/U] a_ business 
owned and controlled independently and not by 
government, or the system that encourages such 
businesses 


private investigator, private detective, 
infm! private eye n [C] a person whose job it is to 
discover information about people, but who is not 
a member of a police force 


private parts p/n someone's sexual organs 


private school pn [C] a school that does not 
receive its main financial support from the 
government 


private sector n [C usually sing] all the busi- 
nesses that are not owned and controlled by the 
government © The project will be financed by the 
government and two companies in the private sector. 


privilege /‘priv-a-I1d3/ n [C/U] a special advan- 
tage or authority possessed by a particular person 
or group © [C] As a Senior executive, you will enjoy 
certain privileges. © [C] | had the privilege (= the 
honor) of interviewing the prime minister of Canada. 
privileged /'priv-a-l1d3d/ adj [not gradable] 1 As 
an old friend of the president, he enjoys privileged 
Status. 2 law Information that is privileged is secret: 
A person’s medical history is privileged information. 


Privy /'‘priv-i/ adj [not gradable] fm/ having secret 
knowledge © Only top management was privy to 
(= knew about) the proposed merger. 


prize /praiz/ n[C] a reward for victory in a com- 
petition or game © David won first prize in the 
school science fair. 
prize /praiz/ adj [not gradable] given as a prize, 
or having won or deserving to win a prize © prize 
money 
prize /praiz/ v [T] 1 to value greatly © The Japa- 
nese prize personal relationships in doing business. 
2 A prized possession is one that is very important 
to you. > Learner error: price or prize? at PRICE 


prizefight /‘praiz-fait/ n [C] a boxing compe- 
tition between fighters who get paid 


PFO SPORTS PERSON /prou/ n[C] p/pros infmi 1a 
person who receives money for playing a sport © 
a tennis pro 2 A pro is also someone who is very 
good at something: Debbie is a real pro at arrang- 
ing flowers. 


ADVANTAGE /prou/ n[C] p/ pros an advantage or 
a reason for doing something © | made a list of all 
the pros and cons (= advantages and disadvan- 
tages) of each school before | made my decision. 


Ppro- /prov/ prefix supporting or approving of 
something © pro-American 0 Compare ANTI- 


proactive, pro-active /prou 'ak-tiv/ adjintend- 
ing or intended to produce a good result or avoid 
a problem, rather than waiting until there is a 
problem © The agency decided to take a proactive 
approach to better serve its clients. 


probability / prab-a'bil-at-i/ n [C/U] mathe- 
matics 1 a number that represents how likely it is 
that a particular thing will happen 2 Probability is 
the study of the mathematics of calculating the 
likelihood that particular events will happen. 


probable /'prab-a-bal/ adj likely to be true or 
likely to happen © The doctor said that the most 
probable cause of death was heart failure. 
probably /'prab-a-bli/ adv [not gradable] © /’// 
probably be home about midnight. 
probability /,prab-a'bil-at-i/ n [C/U] the likeli- 
hood of something happening or being true © [C] 
There’s a higher probability of now having a state 
income tax (= the tax is more likely now). © In all 
probability he would never see her again (= very 
likely he would not see her again). 


WORD FAMILY probable 


Nouns 


probability 
improbability 


Adverbs probably 
improbably 


Adjectives probable 
improbable 


probation /prov'ber-fan/ n[U] 1 a period dur- 
ing which a person’s behavior or performance on 
a job or in a school is watched closely to see 
whether the person is good enough to stay © I’m 
on probation this semester, so I've really got to study 
hard. 2 Probation for criminals is the condition of 
being allowed freedom if they commit no more 
crimes and follow certain rules. 


probation officer n (C] an officer whose job 
is to manage criminals who are on PROBATION 


probe /proub/ v[I/T] 1 to search into or examine 
something © [I] Investigators are probing into new 
evidence in the case. 2 To probe something with a 
tool is to examine it: [T] Using a special instrument, 
the doctor probed the wound for the bullet. 
probe /proub/ n[C] 1 a careful and detailed ex- 
amination © The probe explored allegations of cor- 
ruption in the police department. 2 A probe is also 
a long, thin tool used by doctors in medical ex- 
aminations or operations. 
probing /'prou-bin/ adj (of a question) difficult 
to answer without telling the truth © probing 
questions 


problem /'prab-lam/ n [C] 1 something that 
causes difficulty or that is hard to deal with © Fi- 
nancing the camp's athletic program is a problem. © 
He has a serious health problem. © I’m having prob- 
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lems with my in-laws again. 2 mathematics A 
problem is also a question to be answered or 
solved, esp. by reasoning or calculating: math 
problems 

problematic /,prab-la'maet-1k/ adj © Social in- 
teractions are really problematic with a lot of chil- 
dren. » Usage: trouble or problem? at TROUBLE 
DIFFICULTIES 


WORD CHOICES problem 


The noun difficulty is a common alternative to 
“problem.” 


The company is having some financial 
difficulties at the moment. 


You can describe several problems as trouble. 


We've had a lot of trouble with the new 
computer system. 


A small, temporary problem may be described 
informally as a hitch. 


The ceremony went without a hitch. 


A glitch is a problem that stops something 
from working properly. 


We've had a few technical glitches, but I’m 
confident we'll be ready on time. 


A hurdle or obstacle is a problem that you need 
to deal with so that you can continue to make 
progress. 


Getting a work permit is only the first hurdle. 


There may be too many obstacles in the way 
of progress. 


A pitfall is a problem that is likely to happen in 
a particular situation. 


It’s just one of the pitfalls of buying a house. 


A setback is a problem that makes something 
happen less quickly than it should. 


The project has suffered a series of setbacks 
this year. 


A snag is a small problem in something which 
is mostly good. 


The only snag is the cost. 


procedure © /pra'si:-dgar/ n [C/U] an order 
or method of doing something © [U] It’s standard 
procedure for those at the top of the list to be called 
first. 
procedural @ /pra'si:-d3a-ral/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © Defense lawyers most often challenge test re- 
sults based on procedural grounds. 


proceed @ /pra'si:d, prou-/ v [I] 1 to start or 
continue an action or process © The building project 
is proceeding smoothly. © You should ask a lawyer 
for advice on how to proceed. 2 To proceed is also 
to move forward or travel in a particular direction: 
The warning signs said “Proceed with caution.” 


proceedings © /pra'si:d-19z, prou-/ pina se- 
ries of actions that happen in a planned and con- 
trolled way © As the president was sworn in, the 
nation watched the proceedings on TV. 


proceeds © /'prov-si:dz/ p/n the amount of 
money received from a particular sale or event © 


All proceeds from the auction will be donated to 
charity. 


process @ /'pras-es, 'prou-ses/ n [C] 1 a series 
of actions or events performed to make something 
or achieve a particular result, or a series of changes 
that happen naturally © Completing his degree at 
night was a long process. © Graying hair is part of 
the aging process. © We are still in the process of 
redecorating the house (= working to decorate it). 
2 A process is also a method of doing or making 
something, as in industry: A new process has been 
developed for removing asbestos. 
process @ /'pras-es, 'prou-ses/ v [T] 1 to deal 
with something according to a particular set of ac- 
tions © Your insurance claim will take about a month 
to process. 2 If a computer processes information, 
it performs a series of operations on it. 3 To pro- 
cess food or raw materials is to prepare, change, 
or treat them as part of an industrial operation. 
processed @ /'pras-est, ‘prou-sest/ adj [not 
gradable] (of food) treated with chemicals that 
preserve it or give it extra taste or color © processed 
cheese/meat 
processor /'pras ,es-ar, 'prou ,ses-/ n [C] a per- 
son, device, or business that processes things © a 
food processor 


WORD FAMILY process 


Nouns process 
procession 
processor 


Adjectives processed 


Verbs process 


procession /pra'sef-an/ n[C] a line of people, 
vehicles, or objects moving forward in an orga- 
nized manner, esp. as part of a ceremony © a fu- 
neral procession 

processional /pra'ses-an-°l/ adj [not gradable] 
O There was tight security along the processional 
route. 


pro-choice /'prou'tfors/ adj [not gradable] 
supporting the belief that a pregnant woman 
should have the freedom to choose an ABORTION 
(= an operation to end a pregnancy) if she does 
not want to have a baby © Compare PRO-LIFE 


proclaim /pra'kletm, prou-/ v [T] to announce 
something publicly or officially © She confidently 
proclaimed victory even as the first few votes came in. 
proclamation /,prak-la'mer:Jan/ n[C] a public 
announcement, or the act of making it 


procrastinate /pra'krzs-ta net/ v[I] to delay 
doing something © When it comes to housework, | 
tend to procrastinate. 


procreate /'prou-kri: ,e1t/ v [I] to reproduce 
sexually 
procreation /,prou-kri:'er fan/ n [U] 


procure /pra‘kjur, prou-/ v [T] to obtain some- 
thing, esp. after an effort 0 We procured maps and 
directions from the tourist office. 
procurement /pra'kjur-mant, prou-/ n[U] © the 
city’s procurement process 


prod /prad/ v [I/T] -dd- to push something or 
someone with your finger or with an object, or to 
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encourage someone to take action, esp. when the 
person is slow or unwilling © [T] The barber prodded 
the back of Ray's head. © [|] No matter how much | 
prod he will not tell me what happened. 

prod /prad/ n [C] © The protests were a prod for 
Congress to debate the issue. 


prodigal /'prad-1-gal/ adj esp. fmi tending to 
spend or use something without thinking of the 
future © He was prodigal with his talents. 


prodigious /pra'did3-as/ adj extremely great 
in ability, amount, or strength © Americans are the 
world’s most prodigious consumers. 
prodigiously /pra'did3-a-sli/ adv © a prodi- 
giously gifted artist 


prodigy /'prad-a-d3i/ n [C] a child who shows a 
great ability at a young age © a child prodigy on the 
piano 


produce MAKE /pra'du:s/ v [T] to create some- 
thing or bring into existence © Bukowski produced 
poetry and novels. © Dairy goods and beef are pro- 
duced locally. 

producer /pra'du:-sar/ n [C] a company, coun- 
try, or person that makes things, usually for sale, 
esp. things made by an industrial process or grown 
or obtained from the ground © a producer of au- 
tomobiles/wheat 

ORGANIZE A SHOW /pra'du:s/ v[T] to organize the 
financial and other practical matters connected 
with the making of a movie, play, television show, 
or other entertainment program © He produced a 
couple of wonderful films. © Compare DIRECT 
CONTROL 

producer /pra'du:-sar/ n [C] © a movie/record 
producer 

BRING OUT /pra'du:s/ v[T] to bring something out 
and show it © He walked up and produced his 
passport. 

CAUSE /pra'du:s/ v [T] to cause a reaction or result 
© Too much coffee can produce unwanted side- 
effects. 

FOOD /'prad-u:s, 'proud-u:s/ n [U] food that is 
grown or raised through farming, esp. fruits and 
vegetables © local produce 


WORD FAMILY produce 
Adjectives productive 


Nouns produce 


producer counterproductive 
product reproductive 
production unproductive 
reproduction adverbs productively 
productivity unproductively 


Verbs produce 
reproduce 


product THING MADE /'prad-akt, -akt/ n [C] 
something that is made to be sold, esp. something 
produced by an industrial process or something 
that is grown or raised through farming © industrial 
products © A new product can require two years to 
develop. 
production /pra'dak:fan/ n [U] the process of 
making or growing goods to be sold, or the 


amount of goods made or grown © mass produc- 
tion © Agricultural production has increased dramat- 
ically this year. 

RESULT /'prad-akt, -akt/ n [C] 1 a result obtained 
from experiencing something © She’s a product of 
the city’s public schools. 2 mathematics A product 
is the number you get when you multiply num- 
bers: The product of 6 and 3 is 18. 3 chemistry A 
product is also the substance that results from a 
chemical reaction between other substances. 


production ENTERTAINMENT /pra'dak:fan/n 
[C/U] a movie, television program, play, or other 
entertainment, or the work of organizing the prac- 
tical matters involved in a show © [C] a terrific pro- 
duction of “The Wizard of Oz" 0 [U] She’s hoping to 
get into television production. 

PROCESS /pra'dak:fan/ n [U] biology (of living 
things) the process of making a natural substance, 
such as a HORMONE 


productive /pra'dak-tiv/ adj causing or provid- 
ing a good result or a large amount of something 
© We had a very productive meeting — a lot of prob- 
lems were solved. © What was once desert has be- 
come productive farmland. 
productively /pra'dak-trv-li/ adv © Her students 
worked less productively than the teacher hoped. 
productivity /,prou dak'tiv-at-i, ,prad-ak-/ n 
[U] the rate at which a person, company, or coun- 
try does useful work © A pleasant working environ- 
ment increases productivity. 


Prof. /praf/ n abbreviation for PROFESSOR © Prof. 
Linda Chen © USAGE: Used in writing before a 
name. 


profane /pra'fein, prou-/ adj (esp. of words) 
offensive because of not respecting religion, or 
offensive because of being rude © profane language 
© His letter is too profane to print, but it is very funny, 
too. © Compare SACRED 
profanity /pra'feen-at-i, prou-/ n [C/U] © [U] The 
film contains profanity and violence. © [C usually pl] 
They shouted profanities at us. 


profess /pra'fes, prou-/ v to claim something, 
sometimes falsely © [+ to infinitive] They professed 
to have no knowledge of the event. © [T] She contin- 
ues to profess her innocence. 
professed /pra'fest/ adj [not gradable] © a pro- 
fessed belief 
profession /pra'fef-an/ n[C] © His professions of 
regret were not sincere. 


profession /pra'fef-an/ n [C/U] any type of 
work, esp. one that needs a high level of education 
or a particular skill 0 [C] the medical/teaching pro- 
fession © [U] I’m a writer by profession. 
professional © /pra'fef-an-*l/ adj 1 done as a 
job, or relating to a skilled type of work © a profes- 
sional athlete © professional sports © He spent his 
professional career at the University of Pennsylvania. 
2 Professional also means having the qualities of 
skilled and educated people, such as effectiveness 
and seriousness of manner: Wearing jeans to work 
is not looked upon as being professional. O Compare 
AMATEUR 
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professor 


professional © /pra'fes-an-l/ n [C] a person 
who has a job that needs skill, education, or train- 
ing © Don't you wish you had hired a professional to 
paint your house? © Many of these homes have been 
restored by young professionals. 

professionally @ /pra'fes-an-l-i/ adv © | al- 
ways wanted to sing professionally. 
professionalism © /pra'fef-an-4l 1z-am/ n[U] 
the qualities connected with trained and skilled 
people © We were impressed with the professional- 
ism of the staff. 


SPELLING 


profession 


Many people make mistakes when spelling this 
word and related words. The correct spelling 
has one “f” and two “s’s.” 

Engineering was her chosen profession. 


en re LLL LE 


WORD FAMILY profession 


Adjectives professional 
unprofessional 


Nouns profession 
professional 


professionalism ,qverbs professionally 


professor /pra'fes:ar/, abbreviation Prof. n [C] a 
teacher of high rank in an American university or 
college © Professor W. B. Ofuatey-Kodjoe © a history 
professor/professor of history 


proficient /pra'fif-ant/ adj skilled and experi- 
enced © a proficient swimmer © He studied Chinese 
and became proficient in the language. 
proficiency /pra'fis-an-si/ n [U] © Morgan has 
great proficiency as a jazz saxophonist. 


profile SIDE VIEW /'prou-farl/ n [C/U] a side view 
of a person’s face © [C] !’d seen her profile on a 
billboard. © [U] A face in profile never looks at the 
viewer. 


DESCRIPTION /‘prou-fatl/ n [C] a description of 
someone containing all the most important or in- 
teresting facts about that person © There’s a profile 
of producer Hal Willner in “New York” magazine. 
profile /‘prou-fail/ v [T] © Gilbert was recently pro- 
filed by a Washington business magazine. 


ATTENTION /'prou-fail/ n [C usually sing] the 
amount of public attention that someone or some- 
thing receives © He keeps a low profile and doesn’t 
go after headlines. © She has had a high profile in 
the world of fashion for many years. 


profit /'‘praf-at/ n [C/U] 1 money that a business 
earns above what it costs to produce and sell 
goods and services © [U] Any profit made on the 
sale is taxable. O [C] A lot of businesses are reaping 
huge profits. 2 Profit can also mean benefit: [Uj He 
could see little profit in arguing with them. 
profit /'praf-at/ v [I/T] © [I] /t’s sickening that 
somebody would profit (= earn money) from her 
misfortune. © [T] (fml) What will it profit us to make 
this bargain (= How will we benefit)? 
profitable /'praf-at-e-bal/ adj resulting in or 
likely to result in a profit or a benefit © a profitable 
business © | try to make profitable use of my time. 


profitably /'praf-at-a-bli/ adv © We can operate 
profitably within that market. 

profitability /,praf-at-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] © He re- 
vealed plans to restore the magazine's profitability. 


WORD FAMILY profit 


Nouns _ profit 
profitability 


Adjectives profitable 
unprofitable 


Verbs _ profit Adverbs __ profitably 


profit margin n [C] the amount that is made 
in a business after the costs have been subtracted 
© Many farmers claim that the profit margin for 
growing trees remains slim. 


profit sharing n [U] a system in which the 
people who work in a company are given part of 
the profits in addition to their regular pay 


profligate /‘praf-l-got, -,gert/ adj wasting 
something, esp. money © profligate spending 


profound EXTREME /pra'faund/ adj felt or ex- 
perienced strongly; extreme © The speech had a 
profound influence on her. 
profoundly /pra'faun-dli/ adv © The operation 
can profoundly improve patients’ lives. 

SHOWING UNDERSTANDING /pra'faund/ adj 
showing a clear and deep understanding of serious 
matters © You’re touching on a very profound 
question. 


profuse /pra'fjuis/ adj large in amount 
profusely /pra‘fju:-sli/ adv © a profusely illus- 
trated book © Quinn was bleeding profusely. 
profusion /pra'fju:-3an/ n [U] © a profusion of 
beautiful flowers 


progeny /'prad3-a-ni/ n[U] the young of a per- 
son, animal, or plant; OFFSPRING © Housewives 
chased their progeny out-of-doors. 


progesterone /pra'dges-ta,roun/ n [U] biol- 
ogy a female HORMONE (= chemical that influ- 
ences growth and development) which causes the 
uterus to prepare for pregnancy 


prognosis /prag'nou-sas/ n [C] p! prognoses a 
doctor’s judgment of the likely or expected devel- 
opment of a disease, or a statement of what the 
likely future situation is © After successful surgery his 
prognosis was good. 


program ACTIVITIES /'prou-greem, -gram/ n 
[C] a group of activities or things to be achieved © 
a training program © the university basketball pro- 
gram © a pilot recycling program 

BROADCAST /'prou-grzem, -gram/ n [C] a broad- 
cast or series of broadcasts on television or radio © 
What's your favorite program? 


COMPUTER /'prou-graem, -gram/ n [C] a series of 
instructions that make a computer perform an 
operation © a word processing program 
program /'prou-graem, -gram/ v[T] -mm.- to in- 
struct a computerized device or system to operate 
in a particular way or at a particular time © The CD 
player can be programmed to play the songs in any 
order. 
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programmer /'prou ,gram-ar/ n [C] a person 
whose job is to write computer programs 
programmable /'prou ,greem-a-bal/ adj o a 
programmable thermostat 

THIN BOOK /'prou-graem, -gram/ n[C] a thin book 
or piece of paper giving information about a play 
or musical or sports event 


progress /'prag:ras, -res/ n[U] 1 movement to- 
ward an improved or more developed state, or to 
a forward position © The talks failed to make any 
progress toward a settlement. 2 If something is in 
progress, it is happening or being done now: The 
construction work is already in progress. 
progress /pra'gres/ v [|] © Construction is pro- 
gressing well. © As the game progressed | was bounc- 
ing in my chair. 
progression /pra'greJ-an/ n[U] © The show ex- 
amines one woman’s progression from youth to old 
age. 
progressive /pra'‘gres-1v/ adj 1 His papers show 
a progressive (= gradually advancing) change in 
style. 2 A progressive disease is one that gets in- 
creasingly worse. 3 Progressive ideas or systems 
encourage change in society or in the way things 
are done: She worked for women’s rights, labor re- 
forms, and other progressive causes. 
progressively /pra'gres-iv-li/ adv© My eyesight 
has gotten progressively worse over the years. 


WORD FAMILY progress 


progress Verbs progress 


Progression adverbs progressively 
Adjectives progressive 


Nouns 


progressivism /pra'gres-1,viz‘-am/ n [U]} so- 
cial studies a social or political movement that 
aims to represent the interests of ordinary people 
through political change and the support of gov- 
ernment actions 


prohibit © /pra'hib-at, prou-/ v [T] 1 to offi- 
cially forbid something © The law prohibits smoking 
in restaurants. 2 To prohibit is also to prevent 
something by making it impossible: Loud music 
prohibited serious conversation. 

prohibition @ /,prou-ha'bif-an, ,prou-e-/ n 
[C/U] 1 [C] Are you proposing a prohibition on bilin- 
gual signs? © [U] Prohibition of free speech is forbid- 
den by the Constitution. 2 US history In the US, 
Prohibition was the period from 1920 to 1933 
when the production and sale of alcohol was 
illegal. 

prohibitive © /pra'hib-at-1v/ adj (of costs) too 
expensive to pay © The cost of a nursing home is 
prohibitive. 

prohibitively /pra'hib-at-1v-li/ adv © Fees are 
prohibitively expensive. 


project © PIECE OF WORK /'prad3-ekt, -1kt/ n 
[C] a piece of planned work or activity that is com- 
pleted over a period of time and intended to 
achieve a particular aim © a research project © con- 
Struction projects © Painting the bedroom is Steve’s 
next project. 

BUILDING /'prad3-ekt, -1kt/ n [C usually pl] a HOUS- 
ING PROJECT 


CALCULATE /pra'dzekt/ v [T] to calculate an 
amount or result expected in the future from in- 
formation already known © The hotels are project- 
ing big profits. © [+ (that) clause] They project (that) 
31 billion people will watch the World Cup. 
projected © /pra'dzek-tad/ adj [not gradable] 
© The projected population growth will keep doctors 
busy. 
projection © /pra'd3ek: fan/ n [C] © Sales pro- 
jections made last year were too optimistic. 

STICK OUT /pra'd3ekt/ v [I] to stick out beyond the 
edge of something © The hotel dining room projects 
(out) over the water. 
projection © /pra'dgek-fan/ n [C] © It was a 
strange-looking house, with little projections off the 
Sides. 

MAKE AN IMAGE /pra'dzekt/ v [T] to cause a pic- 
ture or light to appear on a surface © We don’t have 
a screen but we can project the slides onto the back 
wall. 
projection /pra'dgek:Jan/ n [C/U] © [C] A pro- 
jection of his face appeared on the back wall. 
projector /pra'd3ek-tar/ n[C] a device for show- 
ing movies or other images on a screen or other 
surface 
projectionist /pra'dzek: fa-nast/ n[C] a person 
whose job is to operate a projector in a movie 
theater 


THROW /pra'dzekt/ v[T] 1 to throw something for- 
ward or into the air © The device allows you to scoop 
up a ball and project it some 140 feet. 2 To project 
is also to speak or sing loudly and clearly: Singers 
are used to projecting their voices. 


IDIOM with project 


¢ project an image to represent yourself in a par- 
ticular way through your speech, behavior, and 
appearance © He’s trying to project a more confident 
image by dressing better. 


projectile /pra'dgek-tal, -,tail/ n [C] an object 
that Is thrown or fired, esp. from a weapon 


prokaryotic / prou ker:i: ‘at-1k/ adj [not grad- 
able] biology of or relating to organisms such as 
bacteria that have only one cell, which lacks a 
NUCLEUS 


proletariat /,prou-lo'ter-i:-at/ n (U] world 
history the people in a society who do not control 
production and must work in order to live, or the 
lowest social and economic group in a society 


pro-life /'‘prou 'laif/ adj [not gradable] support- 
ing the belief that it is immoral for a pregnant 
woman to have the freedom to choose to have an 
ABORTION (= an operation to end a pregnancy) if 
she does not want to have a baby © Compare PRO- 
CHOICE 


proliferate /pra'lif-s,reit/ v [I] to increase 
greatly in number or amount, usually quickly © 
Amusement and theme parks are proliferating across 
the country. 
proliferation /pra lif-a'rei-fan/n[U] © The-pro- 
liferation of cell phones has changed the ways we 
communicate. 
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prolific /pra'hf-1k/ adj producing a great num- 
ber or amount of something © He was probably the 
most prolific songwriter of his generation. 


prologue /'prou-ls:g, -lag/ n [C] literature a 
part at the beginning of esp. a play, story, or long 
poem that introduces it 0 The essay provides a pro- 
logue to the book. 


prolong /pra'lo:n/ v [T] to make something last 
a longer time © They’re trying to prolong their lives. 
prolonged /pra'lo:iqd/ adj © Grasslands were 
damaged by the prolonged drought. 


prom /pram/ n[C] a formal party held at the end 
of the school year for older students in HIGH 
SCHOOL © Who are you taking to the senior/junior 
prom? 


promenade /,pram-a'nerd, -'nad/ n[C] a wide 
path for walking on, esp. one built next to a sea, 
lake, or river © We strolled along the promenade. 
promenade /,pram-a'neid, -'nad/ v [I] dated to 
walk slowly along a street or path, usually where 
you can be seen by many people, for relaxation 
and pleasure 


prominent /‘pram-a-nant/ adj 1 very noticea- 
ble, important, or famous © She plays a prominent 
role in the organization. 2 If something is promi- 
nent, it sticks out from a surface or can be seen 
easily: She has a prominent chin/nose. 
prominently /'pram-a-nant-li/ adv © promi- 
nently displayed pictures 
prominence /'pram-a-nans/ n [U] © Despite his 
prominence, he was never able to make a living. 


promiscuous /pra'mis-kja-was/ adj disapprov- 
ing (of a person) having a lot of different sexual 
partners 
promiscuity /,pram-a'skju:-at-i/ n [U] 


promise STATE CERTAINLY /'pram-as/ v[I/T] to 
state to someone that you will certainly do some- 
thing © [T] We promised the kids (that) we'd take 
them to the zoo. © [+ to infinitive] She promised to 
be careful. 
promise /'pram-as/ n [C] a statement that you 
will certainly do something © ‘Il try to get back in 
time, but I’m not making any promises. © He broke 
his promise to (= said he would but did not) give 
his art collection to the county museum. 


USAGE nied [RSP i ie 
promise 

When you use the expression promise someone 

something or promise you will do something no 

preposition is needed after the verb. 


He promised his mom he would clean his 
room. 

He promised he would clean his room. 

He-promised_to-his-mom-he-weuld-cleantis 
room: 


To plus an infinitive is needed in the expression 
promise to do something. 


He promised to clean his room. 


WORD CHOICES promise 
Guarantee is an alternative to “promise.” 
| can’t guarantee that the operation will be 
successful. 
To give someone your word is a formal way of 
saying “promise.” 
He gave me his word that the job would be 
finished on time. 
If someone promises a person something in or- 
der to make that person feel less worried, the 
word assure is often used. 
“Don't worry, your car will be ready 
tomorrow, ” the mechanic assured him. 
Swear can be used when someone promises in 
a strong way that he or she is telling the truth 
or will do something or behave in a particular 
way. 
| didn’t know anything about what happened, 
| swear. 
Pledge is used when someone formally prom- 
ises to give or do something. 
We are asking people to pledge their support 
for our campaign. 
lf you make a promise to yourself that you will 
do something, you can use the verbs resolve 
or vow. 
| vowed | would never speak to him again 
after the way he treated me. 
| have resolved to lose ten pounds. 


eer a A TS A 


LIKELY SUCCESS /'pram-as/ n [U] the likelihood of 
success or achievement © She shows great promise 
as a fiction writer. 
promise /'pram-as/ v to seem likely © [+ to infin- 
itive] The new movie promises to be one of the big- 
gest money-makers of all time. 
promising /'pram-a-sin/ adj showing signs of fu- 
ture success or achievement © a promising career 


promote © ENCOURAGE /pra'mout/ v [T] to 
encourage or support something, or to help some- 
thing become successful © A new campaign has 
been launched to promote safe driving. 
promoter @ /pra'mout-er/ n [C] a person or 
company that organizes or finances a sports event 
or a performance, esp. of musical entertainment 


ADVERTISE /pra'mout/ v[T] to advertise something 
in order to sell it © The new model cars are being 
heavily promoted on television. 
promotion © /pra'mou- fan/ n [C/U] advertis- 
ing intended to increase the sales of a product or 
service 
promotional /pra'mou: fan-4l/ adj [not grada- 
ble] 0 We picked up some promotional material on 
holiday tours to Europe. 


ADVANCE /pra'mout/ v[T] 1 to advance someone 
to a more important rank or position © She was 
promoted to division manager last year. 2 A student 
who is promoted advances to the next GRADE (= 
level of schooling). © Opposite: DEMOTE 
promotion @ /pra'mou- fan/ n [C/U] © [C/U] 
She’s been recommended for a promotion. 
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prompt QUICK /pramt/ adj [-er/-est only] (of an 
action) done quickly and without delay, or (of a 
person) acting quickly or arriving at an arranged 
time © The agency sent back a prompt reply to my 
inquiries. 
promptly /'pram-tli/ adv © She arrived promptly 
at 9 o'clock. 

CAUSE /pramt/ v[T] 1 to cause someone to say or 
do something © [+ to infinitive] What prompted you 
to say that? 2 If you prompt an actor or speaker, 
you help by quietly saying the next word or phrase 
if it has been forgotten. 
prompt /pramt/ n [C] 1 a sign from the com- 
puter that shows it is ready to receive your instruc- 
tions 2 writing A prompt is also a set of directions 
or a passage from a book, poem, or play to give 
you ideas for writing something 


prone LIKELY /proun/ adj likely to do, get, or suf- 
fer from something © As a child, he was prone to 
ear infections. © Carol’s kind of accident-prone (= 
seems to have a lot of accidents). 


LYING DOWN /proun/ adj [not gradable] lying on 
your chest, with your face looking down © The in- 
jured player was lifted into a cart and driven off the 
field in a prone position. 


prong /pro:n, pran/ n[C] one of two or more long 
pointed parts at the end of a tool, electric plug, or 
other object 
pronged /pro:qd, prand/ adj [not gradable] A 
two/three-pronged plan involves two/three differ- 
ent ways of achieving the same aim: The govern- 
ment has launched a two-pronged attack against 
poverty. 


pronoun /'prou-naun/ n [(C] grammar a word 
that is used instead of a noun or a noun phrase © 
Pronouns are often used to refer to a noun that has 
been previously mentioned. 0 “She,” “it,” “them,” 
and “who” are all examples of pronouns. 


pronounce MAKE SOUND /pra'nauns/ v [T] 
English to say a word or a letter in a particular way 
or in a correct way © Around here, “aunt” is not 
pronounced the same as-“ant.” © How do you pro- 
nounce your last name? © Related noun: 
PRONUNCIATION 


TO STATE /pra'nauns/-v [T] to state something of- 
ficially or formally © Dewey was mistakenly pro- 
nounced the winner of the election. 
pronouncement /pra'naun-smant/ n [C] an 
official or formal statement 


pronounced /pra'naunst/ adj easily noticea- 
ble; obvious © The need for strong leadership is more 
pronounced (= clearer) during wartime. 


pronto /'pran-tou/ adv [not gradable] infmi 
quickly and without delay © When you get fresh 
corn, eat it pronto. 


pronunciation /pranan-si:'er-fan/ n [C/U] 
the way in which a word or letter is said, or said 
correctly, or the way in which a language is spoken 
© [U] Her pronunciation of English is improving. © [C] 
There are two acceptable pronunciations for the 
word “either.” © Related verb: PRONOUNCE MAKE 
SOUND 


proof FACTS /pru:f/ n [U] facts or documents 
that can be used to show that something is true © 
You will need to have proof of citizenship in order to 
get a passport. 


PRINTED COPY /pru:f/ n[C] a printed copy of writ- 
ten material that is examined and corrected before 
final copies are printed © Page proofs went out yes- 
terday to all the contributors to the book. 


CALCULATION /pru:f/ n [C] mathematics the cal- 
culations that show how the solution to a mathe- 
matical problem or EQUATION was reached 


AMOUNT OF ALCOHOL /pru:f/ n[U] [not gradable] 
a measure of the percentage of alcohol in an al- 
coholic drink, equal to twice the actual percentage 
of alcohol © Liquor that is 50 proof is 25% alcohol. 


proofread /'pru:-fri:d/ v [I/T] to read and cor- 
rect a piece of written work © [I/T] Tondra proof- 
reads (books) for a small publishing company. 


PrOp SUPPORT /prap/ v [T] -pp- 1 to support 
something by putting something else under or 
against it © She propped the door open with a foot- 
stool. 0 He was reading in bed, propped up by pil- 
lows. 2 fig. To prop up something/prop something 
up is to support something that would fail or be- 
come weaker without such help: [M] The US joined 
with other nations in a coordinated effort yesterday 
to prop up the value of the dollar. 
prop /prap/ n [C] an object used to support 
something or hold it in position 


THEATER/MOVIES /prap/ n[C usually pl] an object 
that is used on a theater stage or in a movie © The 
only props used in the show are a table, a chair, and 
a glass of water. 


propaganda /prap-a'gzen-da/ n [U] infor- 
mation or ideas that are spread by an organized 
group or government to influence people’s opin- 
ions, esp. by not giving all the facts or by secretly 
emphasizing only one way of looking at the facts 


propagate /'prap-a geit/ v [I/T] 1 to produce 
a new plant from a parent plant, or of a plant or 
animal to reproduce 2 To propagate ideas, opin- 
ions, or Customs is to spread them among people, 
or to spread them to other places. 


propane (gas) /'prou-pein (‘gzs)/ n [U] a 
colorless gas used as a fuel © Camps for mobile 
homes usually provide propane gas for cooking and 
heating. 


propanone /'prou-pa,noun/ n[U] chemistry a 
colorless liquid that burns easily and is used in 
paints, glues, etc., to make them flow 


propel /pra'pel/ v [T] -Il- to cause something to 
move forward © Seals use their fins and flippers to 
propel them through the water with great force. © 
(fig.) If the team won the next two games, they 
would be propelled into the number one ranking in 
collegiate football. 
propeller /pra'pel-ar/ n[C] a device with two or 
more blades that spin around to produce a force 
for moving the ship or aircraft to which it is 
attached 


propensity /pra'pen-sat-i/ n[U] fm/a tendency 
to behave in a particular way © [+ to infinitive] The 
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propemme 


poll confirmed Americans’ growing propensity to in- 
vest in the stock market. 


proper SUITABLE /'prap-ar/ adj fitting or right 
for a particular situation; suitable © We didn’t have 
the proper tools to do the job right. 0 With proper 
treatment she should recover completely. 
properly /'prap-ar-li/ adv © If the plants are 
tended properly, they’ll thrive in this climate. 

CORRECT /'prap-ar/ adj [not gradable] correct, or 
considered to be correct © The coach showed him 
the proper way to hold a bat. 

properly /'prap-ar-li/ adv [not gradable] © To 
learn to speak a language properly, you have to live 
in the country where that language is spoken. 

SOCIALLY ACCEPTABLE /'prap-ar/ adj according to 
socially accepted standards of behavior © / didn’t 
think it was proper to just invite myself in. 
properly /'prap-ar-li/ advo | expect you to behave 
properly at the restaurant. 

CENTRAL /'prap-ar/ adj [only after n] [not gradable] 
being in the central or main part or place © They 
live in the suburbs, not in Boston proper. 


proper noun n [C] grammar (in grammar) 
the name of a particular person, place, or thing 
that is spelled with a beginning capital letter © 
“San Francisco” and “White House” are proper 
nouns. O Compare COMMON NOUN 


property THINGS OWNED /'prap-art-i/ n [C/U] 
1 a thing or things owned by someone; a posses- 
sion or possessions © [U] The books are the property 
of the public library. 2 Property is also land and 
buildings: [C] He owns some valuable waterfront 
properties. 

QUALITY /'prap-ert-i/ n [C] 1 a quality that some- 
thing has © Wool has excellent properties for cloth- 
ing, since it can keep you warm while letting air in. 
2 science A property is also a particular physical or 
chemical characteristic of a substance. 


prophase /'prou-feiz/ n [U] biology the first 
stage in cell division 


prophecy /'praf-a-si/ n[C] a statement that tells 
what will happen in the future © biblical prophecies 
prophesy /'praf-a,sar/ v[T] to say what will hap- 
pen in the future © He prophesied a Democratic de- 
feat in the next election. 


prophet /'praf-at/ n[C] a person who speaks for 
God or a god, or a person who tells what will hap- 
pen in the future 
prophetic /pra'fet-1k/ adj accurately saying 
what will happen © His predictions about how com- 
puter technology would revolutionize the workplace 
were prophetic (= true). 


propitious /pra'prJ-as/ adj likely to result in 
success, or showing signs of success © With eco- 
nomic conditions so uncertain, he felt it was not a 
propitious time to make a big investment. 


proponent /pra'pou-nant/ n[C] a person who 
supports an idea, plan, or cause © Long a proponent 
of government health insurance, he pointed out that 
millions of Americans have no health insurance at all. 


proportion @ /pra'par-Jan/ n [C/U] 1 a part 
or share of the whole, or the relationship between 
one thing and another in size, amount, or degree 
© [C] The proportion of the population that is over 
65 has been growing. © [pl] The occurrence of the 
disease has reached epidemic proportions. 2 Pro- 
portion is also the right relationship between one 
thing and another: [U] His anger was out of all pro- 
portion to the offense (= was much too strong). 3 
art Proportion is also the correct relationship of 
the parts of a work of art to each other, especially 
in their size. 4 mathematics A proportion is also 
a EQUATION (= mathematical statement) that 
shows two RATIOS (= comparisons) are equal. 
proportional ©® /pra'pa:r-fan-4l/, proportion- 
ate /pra'po:r-Ja-nat/ adj 1 in correct relation to © 
The degree of punishment is meant to be propor- 
tional to the seriousness of the crime. 2 mathemat- 
ics Proportional also means that two things have 
the same size relationship or RATIO. 
proportionally @ /pra'po:r-fan-*l-i/, propor- 
tionately /pra'po:r:fa-nat-li/ adv 


propose SUGGEST /pra'pouz/ v 7 to suggest or 
state (a possible plan or action) for consideration 
o [+ to infinitive] She proposed to keep the schools 
open all summer. © [+ that clause] /t has often been 
proposed that the president be elected by direct pop- 
ular vote. 2 If you propose to someone, you ask 
that person to marry you: [I] She felt sure he was 
going to propose. 
proposal /pra'pou-zal/ n [C] a suggestion for a 
possible plan or action © The president’s proposal 
was to tax a percentage of Social Security benefits 
for high-income people. 


'USAGE potty [2 a 5 I? ea 
propose/proposal 
Propose and proposal are more formal words 
that are usually only used when suggesting a 
plan or idea in politics, business, or in a college 
or university. 

The housing project is an ambitious $6 million 
proposal with a nursing home, assisted living 
quarters, and apartments. 

Suggest or recommend are the normal words 
used when suggesting a plan or idea. 

Since you don’t have much time, | suggest 
you fly to Seattle. 

5; ae Apts 
you-flyte-Seattle: 

Propose and proposal are not usually used 
when you are giving something to someone or 
asking someone to do something with you. 
The normal words here are offer and invite. 

She invited me to come for the weekend, and 
| accepted her offer. 


She-propesed-_temethattcometorthe 
weekend-andt accepted her_propesat 
Propose is not used to talk about the services 
which are available somewhere. The normal 
verb here is offer. 
Does your resort offer any fitness facilities? 
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INTEND /pra'pouz/ v fm/ to intend to do something 
© [+ to infinitive] How do you propose to complete 
the project in such a short time? 


proposition /prap-a'z1J-an/ n [C] a sugges- 
tion or statement for consideration © The chairman 
was advised that it was a risky business proposition. 


proprietor /pra'prar- at: ar/ n [C] a person who 
owns and usually manages a business © He is the 
proprietor of one of the best hotels in Orlando. 
proprietary /pra'prar-a,ter-i/ adj [not gradable] 
owned and legally controlled by a particular com- 
pany © This is proprietary software, and you have no 
right to copy it without a license from the owner. 


propriety /pra'prai-at-i/ n [U] correct moral be- 
havior or actions © Critics questioned the propriety 
of the senator's appearance at a political fundraiser 
with a convicted criminal. 


props /'praps/ pl n slang respect for someone © 
I’ve got to give her her props for being such a great 
athlete. 


propulsion /pra'pal-fan/ n [U] the force pro- 
duced by a system for moving a vehicle or other 
object © jet propulsion 


prosaic /prov'zer-tk/ adj ordinary and not es- 
pecially interesting or unusual © Only a few prosaic 
tables and chairs remained by the time we got to the 
auction. 


proscribe /prou 'skratb/ v[T] to forbid an action 

or practice officially © The sale of materials that 
could be used in making nuclear weapons is pro- 
scribed by US law. 


prose /prouz/ n [U] English written language in 
its ordinary form rather than in the form of poems 
© Compare POETRY at POET 


prosecute /'pras-1 ,kju:t/ v [I/T] to officially ac- 
cuse someone of committing an illegal act, and to 
bring a case against that person in a court of law 
© [T] The banker was prosecuted for fraud. 
prosecution /,pras-1'kju::fan/ n [C/U] 1 [U] She 
was granted full immunity from prosecution by the 
State in return for her testimony. 2 law The prose- 
cution refers to the lawyers in a trial who try to 
prove that a person accused of committing a crime 
is guilty of that crime. 
prosecutor /'pras-1 ,kju:t-ar/ n [C] a legal rep- 
resentative who officially accuses someone of 
committing a crime in a court of law O Federal pros- 
ecutors intend to retry the case. 


proselytize /‘pras-a-la ,tarz/ v[I/T] to try to per- 
Suade someone to change their religious beliefs, 
political party, etc., to your own © [I] Missionaries 
were sent to proselytize in rural areas of the country. 


prose poem n [C] literature a poem that is 
written on the page like PROSE, but that has 
rhythm, images, and patterns of sound 


prospect © POSSIBILITY /'‘pras-pekt/ n [C/U] 
the possibility or likelihood that something will 
happen © [C] Losing the elections is a prospect that 


still appears unlikely. © [U] She smiled at the prospect 
of seeing him again. © [pl] Prospects (= Chances for 
success) in the computer industry are excellent. 
prospective © /pra'spek-tiv/ adj [not grada- 
ble] possible © There were offers from several pro- 
spective buyers. 


SEARCH /'pras-pekt/ v [I] to search for gold, oil, or 
other valuable substances on or under the surface 
of the earth 
prospector /'‘pras ,pek-tar/ n [C] © a prospector 
searching for gold 


prospectus /pra'spek-tas/ n [C] a small book 
that describes a college, school, etc., and its activ- 
ities, ora document that advertises a planned busi- 
ness, investment opportunity, etc. 


prosper /'pras-par/ v [I] to be successful, esp. 
financially © As the company prospered, we 
prospered. 

prosperity /pras'per:at-i/ n [U] © a period of in- 
creasing prosperity 

prosperous /'pras-pa-ras/ adj © a prosperous 
business 


prostate (gland) /'pras-teit (‘glaend)/ n[C] 
an organ in males that surrounds the URETHRA 


prosthesis /pras'6i:-sas/ n [C] p/ prostheses an 
artificial body part, such as an arm or leg 
prosthetic /pras'¢et-1k/ adj [not gradable] o 
prosthetic devices 


prostitute /‘pras-ta,tu:t/ n [C] someone, usu- 
ally a woman, who has sex with people for money 
prostitute /'pras-ta,tu:t/ v[T] 0 (fig.) Some critics 
say that he is prostituting his writing talent (= using 
it in a way that does not deserve respect, esp. to 
earn money). 

prostitution /,pras-ta'tu:-Jan/ n [U] the busi- 
ness of having sex for money 


prostrate /'pras-treit/ adj lying flat with the 
face down © She lay there prostrate, exhausted after 
a long day's work. 


protagonist /prov'tag:a-nast/ n [C] litera- 
ture an important character in a story or play 


protease /'prout:i: ers, -,e1z/ n [U] biology an 
ENZYME (= substance made by living cells) that 
causes PROTEINS to break into smaller pieces 


protect /pra'tekt/ v [T] to keep someone or 
something safe from injury, damage, or loss O He 
says he was protecting his home and family. © A cit- 
izens’ group worked to protect forest areas. 
protected /pra'tek-tad/ adj © a protected envi- 
ronment © a protected species 
protection /pra'tek: fan/ n [C/U] © [U] Their tent 
offered little protection against the storm. © [C] The 
proposed law is intended to provide legal protections 
for farm workers. © [U] These laws may not provide 
enough protection for some endangered species. 
protective /pra'tek-tiv/ adj © Firefighters wear 
protective clothing to reduce the risk of being burned. 
O She is fiercely protective of her family. 
protector /pra'tek-ter/ n [C] ° After his parents 
died, he became the protector of his sisters. 0 A $20 
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surge protector can save your computer. » Usage: 
prevent or protect? at PREVENT 


| WORD FAMILY protect | 


Adjectives protected 
unprotected 
protective 


Nouns protection 
protector 


Verbs protect 
Adverbs protectively 
protectorate /pra'tek-ta-rat/ n[C] world his- 
tory 1 a region or political unit that is controlled 
by another, or the government by which it is ruled 
2 The Protectorate refers to the government of En- 
gland from 1653 to 1659. 


protege /‘prout:a ,3e1/ n [C] someone who is 
helped, taught, or protected by an important or 
more experienced person 


protein /'prou-ti:n/ n [C/U] biology any of a 
large group of chemicals that are a necessary part 
of the cells of all living things 


protest /'prou-test/ n [C/U] a strong complaint 
expressing disagreement, disapproval, or opposi- 
tion O [U] Three board members walked out of the 
meeting in protest. © [C] A protest against capital 
punishment was held outside the courthouse. © [U] 
He paid the tax under protest to avoid a penalty. 
protest /pra'test, ‘prou-test/ v [I/T] © [I/T] 
Groups of students have been protesting (against) 
the tuition increase. 


Protestant /'prat-a-stant/ n [C] a member of 
one of the major Christian divisions to which a 
number of different religious groups belong © 
Methodists, Baptists, and Lutherans are all 
Protestants. 

Protestant /'prat-a-stant/ adj [not gradable] © a 
Protestant minister 

Protestantism /'prat-a-stant 1z-am/ n [U] the 
beliefs of the Protestant religions 


protista /prou'tis-ta/ p/n one of five KINGDOMS 
(= groups) into which living things are divided, the 
members of which usually have only one cell 
which contains a NUCLEUS (= central part) 


protocol © RULES /'prout-a,ko:l, -,kal/ n [C/U] 
1 the formal system of rules for correct behavior 
on official occasions © [U] According to protocol, the 
new ambassador will present his credentials to the 
president. 2 science A protocol is also the rules to 
be followed when doing a scientific study or an 
exact method for giving medical treatment: [U] 
medical protocol © [C] a treatment protocol 

AGREEMENT /'prout:9,ko:l, -,kal/ n [C] a formal in- 
ternational agreement 


proton /‘prou-tan/ n[C] physics, chemistry the 
part of an atom that has a positive electrical 
CHARGE and is part of the atom’s NUCLEUS (= cen- 
tral part) © Compare ELECTRON; NEUTRON » Pic- 
ture: atom 


protoplasm /'provt-a,plzez-am/ n[U] biology 
the transparent liquid that is inside all living cells 


prototype /‘prout-o,tarip/ n [C] the original 
model of something from which later forms are 
developed 
prototypical /,prout-a'tip-1-kal/ adj [not grad- 
able] © a prototypical jazz singer 


protozoan /,prout-a'zou-an/ n [C] pi proto- 
zoans, protozoa biology a very small organism 
with only one cell 


protracted /prou'trek-tad/ adj lasting for a 
long time, or made to continue longer than nec- 
essary © Their protracted legal battle may soon be 
resolved. 


protractor /prou'trak-tar/ n [C] a device for 
measuring and drawing angles, usually shaped in 
a half circle and marked with degrees 


protrude /pra'tru:d/ v [I/T] to stick out from 
something © [I] Tufts of gray hair protruded from 
under his hat. © [T] The snake protruded its tongue 
and hissed loudly. 
protrusion /pra'tru:-3an/ n [C/U] © [C] A protru- 
sion on the cliffs looks like a human head. 


proud SATISFIED /praud/ adj [-er/-est only] feel- 
ing satisfaction and pleasure because of some- 
thing that you have achieved, possess, or are a part 
of © He’s very proud of his daughters. 0 The company 
is proud of its environmental record. © [+ to infini- 
tive] | am proud to have played a part in what this 
team achieved. 
proudly /'praud-li/ adv © We proudly announce 
the birth of our son, Logan. 


RESPECTING YOURSELF /praud/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 
having respect for yourself, or showing feelings of 
your own worth oO Americans are a proud people. © 
He might be poor but he’s too proud to accept char- 
ity. 2 People may also be proud in an unpleasant 
way and have too high an opinion of themselves: 
[+ to infinitive] She is too proud to admit that she 
could ever be wrong. © Related noun: PRIDE 
FEELING OF WORTH 
proudly /'praud-li/ adv © Crow warriors rode 
proudly through the village. 


prove SHOW /pru:v/ v past part. proved, proven 
to show after a time or by experience that some- 
thing or someone has a particular quality O[L] The 
dispute over rights to the song could prove impossible 
to resolve. O [+ to infinitive] The new safety proce- 
dures have so far proven to be satisfactory. © As a 
newcomer, | felt | had to prove myself (= show | am 
skilled). 
proven /'pru:-van/ adj [not gradable] © You can’t 
trust him — he’s a proven liar. 

MAKE CLEAR /pru:v/ v[T] past part. proved, proven 
to make it clear that something is or is not true © 
They suspected she cheated, but they could never 
prove it. © [+ (that) clause] | had to take all my re- 
cords to the bank to prove (that) the mistake was 
theirs. © Under our legal system, you're innocent until 
proven guilty. 


WORD FAMILY prove 


Nouns proof Verbs prove 


disprove 


Adjectives proven 


ze bat | ahot | a1 bite | au house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | acut | 9 alone 


753 prude 


proverb /‘prav-3rb/ n [C] literature a short 
statement, usually known by many people for a 
long time, that gives advice or expresses some 
common truth © A Chinese proverb says that the 
longest journey begins with a single step. 
proverbial /pra'var-bi:-al/ adj [not gradable] © 
Yelling at me was the proverbial straw that broke the 
camel’s back. 


provide GIVE /pra'vaid/ v[T] to give something 
that is needed or wanted to someone © The com- 
pany provides medical benefits to all employees. © | 
can provide you with directions to their house. 
provider /pra'vaid-ar/ n [C] © The company’s 
medical plan allows you to choose your health-care 
provider. © He is the main provider in the family (= 
earns most of the family’s money). 


USAGE SS eee) 
provide 
Remember to use the preposition with in the 


phrase provide someone with something. 
Could you provide us with a list of hotels in 
the area? 
“ould 5 ol hea Mee 
area? 


STATE /pra'vaid/ v (of a law or contract) to state 
that something must happen or be done © [I] The 
new statute provides for life imprisonment without 
parole. © [+ that clause] Many loan agreements pro- 
vide that the interest rate will change. 


WORD FAMILY provide 


Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs provisionally 


provider 
provision 


provide 


Adjectives provisional 


PHRASAL VERB with provide 


e provide for someone to give someone the things 
needed to live © The men must learn to provide for 
themselves once they've left the halfway house. 


provided (that) /pra'vaid-ad (dat, ,dzt)/, 
providing (that) /pra'vaid-in (dat, ,dzet)/ conjunc- 
tion if; only if © | know what to do, provided that 
nobody asks me. : 


providence /'prav-ad-ans, -a,dens/ n [U] the 
care and control of God or of a force that is not 
human in origin © He trusts in divine providence. 


Province REGION /'prav-ans/ n[C] 1 a division 
of a country that has its own government © The 
province of Quebec has voted several times on in- 
dependence from Canada. 2 The provinces are the 
parts of a country outside its capital or most im- 
portant city. 
provincial /pra'vin-tfal/ adj 1 of or relating toa 
province, or to the parts of a country outside its 
capital or most important city © provincial govern- 
ments 2 disapproving A provincial person has limited 
ideas and is not willing to understand or accept 
new ideas or ways of behaving. 


SUBJECT /'prav-ans/ n [U] fm! a subject or activity 
of special interest, knowledge, or responsibility 


© Architecture is within the province of the art 
department. 


PFrOVISION SOMETHING NEEDED /pro'vi3-an/ n 
[C/U] 1 something that is needed or wanted, or 
the act of considering the need for something and 
arranging for it 0 [U] When designing buildings in 
California, you have to make some provision for 
earthquakes. © [C] Ample provisions for aircraft sta- 
bility have been made. 2 Provisions are also supplies 
of food and other necessary items: [pl] Provisions 
had to be flown in by helicopter. 

AGREEMENT /pra'vi3-an/ n [C] a statement in an 
agreement or a law that a particular thing must 
happen or be done © Her contract contains a pro- 
vision covering additional expenses. 


provisional /pra'vi3-an-@l/ adj for the present 
time but likely to change; temporary © a provi- 
sional government 
provisionally /pra'vi3-a-na-li/ adv © | was pro- 
visionally accepted at Stanford. 


provocation /,prav-a'ker-fan/ n [C/U] an ac- 
tion that is intended to cause a reaction, esp. anger 
or annoyance © [U] a deliberate act of provocation 
provocative /pra'vak-at-1v/ adj 1 a provocative 
speech © provocative advertisements 2 |f behavior 
or clothing is provocative, it is likely to cause sexual 
desire. 

provocatively /pra'vak- at-1v-li/ adv 


provoke ANGER /pra'vouk/ v [T] to try to make 
a person or an animal angry or annoyed © He was 
trying to provoke me into a fight. 

CAUSE REACTION /pra'vouk/ v [T] to cause a par- 
ticular reaction or feeling © I’m trying to make peo- 
ple think, provoke their emotions. © His death 
provoked huge demonstrations. 


provost /'prou-voust/ n [C] an official of high 
rank at a college or university 


Prow /prau/ n[C] the front part of a boat or ship; 
BOW 


prowess /'prau-as/ n [U] great ability or skill © 
athletic prowess 


prow! /praul/ v [I/T] to move around an area qui- 
etly and secretly, as when hunting © [T] At night, 
scorpions prowl the desert for insects. © [I] There have 
been reports of a man prowling in the neighborhood. 
prowl /praul/ n [U] 


IDIOM with prowl 


eon the prowl moving around an area and look- 
ing for something or someone © On the way home 
I saw a raccoon on the prowl. 


proximity /prak'sim-at-i/ n [U] the state of be- 
ing near in space or time © Mexico is a popular 
vacation spot because of its proximity to California. 


proxy /'prak-si/ n [C/U] authority given to some- 
one to act for you, as by voting for you in an elec- 
tion, or the person to whom this authority is given 


prude /pru:d/ n (C] disapproving a person who is 
easily shocked by rude things 
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Prudent<= RN ee 


prudish /'pruid-1f/ adj disapproving 


prudent /'pru:d-@nt/ adj showing good judg- 
ment in avoiding risks and uncertainties; careful © 
His decision was prudent and timely. 
prudence /‘pru:d-@ns/ n [U] © A little prudence 
would be appropriate. 


prune CUT /pru:n/ v [T] to cut off unwanted 
branches from a tree, bush, or other plant © They 
advise growers not to prune fruit trees heavily. 


FRUIT /pru:n/ n [C] a dried whole PLUM (= fruit) 


prurient /'pror-i:-ant/ adj having or showing 
too much sexual interest in things 


pry OPEN /prai/ v [T always + adv/prep] 1 to 
open, move, or lift something by putting one end 
of a tool under it and pushing down on the other 
end © She pried the oyster open. 2 fig. To pry is also 
to get something with much effort: They pried the 
information out of him. 

ASK QUESTIONS /prat/ v [I] to try to obtain private 
facts about a person © Reporters were prying into 
her personal life. 


P.S. n abbreviation for POSTSCRIPT © P.S. Best wishes 
to your father. O USAGE: Added at the end of a letter 
when you want to write something more. 


psalm /sam, salm/ n[C] a religious poem or song 


pseudonym /'su:d-@n ,1m/ n[C] a name some- 
one uses instead of his or her real name, esp. on a 
written work © Samuel Clemens used the pseudo- 
nym Mark Twain. 


pseudopod /‘su:d-a,pad/ n [C] biology a part 
that temporarily sticks out of the PROTOPLASM (= 
liquid inside a cell) of some organisms that have 
only one cell, used for movement and to get food 
> Picture: amoeba 


psych STUDY OF THE MIND /satk/ 1 short form of 
PSYCHOLOGY 

PREPARE MENTALLY /sartk ap/ v [T] infm/ to prepare 
yourself mentally to do something difficult © / re- 
ally tried to psych myself up to do it. 


PHRASAL VERB with psych 


epsych someone out [M] infmi to cause someone 
to lose confidence in dealing with a difficult situ- 
ation © He hit a couple of bad shots at the start and 
| think it just psyched him out. 


psyche /'sat-ki/ n [C] the mind, or the deepest 
thoughts, feelings, or beliefs of a person or group 
© the male/female psyche 


psychedelic /,sai-ka'del-1k/ adj 1 causing un- 
usually strong experiences of color, sound, smell, 
taste, and touch, and other mental effects such as 
feelings of deep understanding or HALLUCINATION 
(= imagining things that do not exist) 2 Psyche- 
delic also means likely to produce a strong effect 
because of having bright colors or patterns. 


psychiatry /sar'kai-a-tri/ n [U] the medical 
study and treatment of mental illness 


psychiatric /,sar-ki:'-trik/ adj [not gradable] © 
psychiatric treatment 

psychiatrist /sar'ka1-a-trast/ n [C] a doctor with 
special training in treating mental illness 


psychic /'sai-kik/ adj 1 having to do with the 
mind and the emotions rather than with the body 
O Regular exercise has psychic as well as physical 
benefits. 2 \f a person, experience, or event is said 
to be psychic, the person’s abilities or the nature 
of the experience or event cannot be explained by 
modern science: psychic phenomena 
psychic /'sar-kik/ n[C] a person believed to have 
abilities, esp. involving a knowledge of the future, 
that cannot be explained by modern science 


psycho /'sat-kou/ n pi psychos infml a PSYCHO- 
PATH 


psychoanalysis / sa-kou-a'nzl-a-sas/ n[U] a 
theory and method of treating mental illness in 
which a person is encouraged to talk about private 
thoughts and events to someone trained in this 
method 
psychoanalyst /,sat-kou'zn-4l-ast/, short form 
analyst n [C] a person with special training in 
psychoanalysis 


psychology © /sat'kal-9-d3!/, short form psych 
n [U] the scientific study of how the mind works 
and how it influences behavior, or the influence of 
character on a particular person’s behavior © She 
took a course in abnormal psychology. 
psychological @ /,sat-ka'lad3-1-kal/ adj 1 re- 
lating to the study of the mind © psychological test- 
ing © Her problems were psychological. 2 
Psychological also means having an effect on or 
involving the mind: psychological stress/well-being 
© Her new novel is a psychological thriller. 
psychologically © /,sat-ka'lad3-1-kli/ adv © 
Gifted children are well-adjusted, popular and psy- 
chologically healthy. 
psychologist @ /sar'kal-a-dzast/ n [C] some- 
one who studies the mind and emotions and their 
relationship to behavior 


psychopath /'sar-ka ,pzd/, infm! psycho n[C] a 
person who is likely to commit violent criminal acts 
because of a mental illness that causes the person 
to lack any feelings of guilt 
psychopathic /,sat-ka'pzeé-1k/ adj © psycho- 
pathic tendencies 


psychosis /sat'kou-sas/ n [C/U] pi psychoses 
medical a severe mental illness 

psychotic /sar'kat-1k/ adj medical © psychotic 
delusions 


psychosomatic /,sar-kou-sa'met-1k/ adj re- 
lating to a physical problem caused by emotional 
anxiety and not by illness, infection, or injury © The 
doctor thinks Leo’s symptoms are psychosomatic. 


psychotherapy /sat-kou'eer-a-pi/ n [C/U] 
any of various methods of treating mental illness 
in which the people who are ill are encouraged to 
talk about themselves to each other or to a person 
trained in the method being used 
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755 pucker 


psychotherapist /,sat-kou 'ser-a-past/ n [C] 
pt. n[C] p! pt. abbreviation for PINT 


PTA nr [C] abbreviation for PARENT-TEACHER 
ASSOCIATION. 


PTSD n abbreviation for POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS 
DISORDER 


pub /pab/ n[C] a BAR DRINKING PLACE 


puberty /‘pju:-bart-i/ n [U] the stage in a per- 
son’s life when the person develops from a child 
into an adult because of changes in the body that 
make the person able to have children 


pubic /'pju:-bik/ adj [not gradable] on or in the 
body near the sexual organs 


public INVOLVING PEOPLE /'pab-Itk/ adj [not 
gradable] relating to or involving people in gen- 
eral, rather than being limited to a particular 
group of people © public opinion © They're trying 
to raise public awareness of the benefits of early- 
childhood education. © His ideas have very little pub- 
lic support. © The results won't be made public (= 
told to people in general). 
public /‘pab-Ik/ n [U] 1 all the people, esp. all 
those in one place or country © The park is open to 
the public from sunrise to sunset. 2 The public is also 
the people who do not belong to a particular 
group or organization: The book is not yet available 
to the general public. 3 Your public is the people 
involved with you or your organization, esp. in a 
business relationship: The newspapers publish the 
stories they know their public wants to read. 
publicly /'pab-l-kli/ adv [not gradable] by or 
among ordinary people © publicly traded stock 

OPEN /'pab-Itk/ adj 1 allowing anyone to see or 
hear what is happening © a public performance © a 
public display of temper 2 Something done in pub- 
lic is done where anyone can see or hear it: He was 
afraid to be seen in public for some time after the 
incident. 
publicly /'pab-Ir-kli/ adv o She spoke out publicly 
in opposition to US participation in the war. 

BY THE GOVERNMENT /'pab-Itk/ adj [not gradable] 
1 involving or provided by the government, usu- 
ally for the use of anyone © public transportation © 
a public park © public housing 2 Public also means 
supported by government funds, sometimes also 
by money given by private citizens: public broad- 
casting/radio/television 
publicly /'pab-l-kli/ adv [not gradable] 0 The 
new airport will not be publicly funded. 


WORD FAMILY public 


Nouns public 
publication 
publicist 
publicity 


Adjectives public 
Verbs 
Adverbs 


publicize 


publicly 


publication © / pab-la'ker-fan/ n [C/U] a 
book, magazine, newspaper, or document, or the 
act of making information or writing available, 
esp. in a printed form 0 [C] His writing appears fre- 
quently in French, Mexican, and Canadian publica- 


tions. © [U] The publication of the marathon finishers 
will be in next Sunday's newspaper. 


public defender n [C) a lawyer paid for by 
the government to represent an accused person 
who cannot pay for a private lawyer 


public health n [u] the government system 
for providing for the health needs and services of 
all the people of a country or region © The county's 
public health officer urged parents to keep their chil- 
dren home from school when they have the flu. 


publicity /pa'blis-at-i/ n [U] the activity of mak- 
ing certain that someone or something attracts a 
lot of interest or attention from many people, or 
the attention received as a result of this activity o 
The publicity surrounding the case made jury selec- 
tion difficult. © His speech attracted a lot of publicity. 
publicist /'pab-lo-sast/ n[C] someone whose job 
is to draw attention to events and give information 
to reporters and broadcasters 
publicize /'pab-la,saiz/ v [T] to make informa- 
tion available about someone or something © Luna 
has helped publicize the problem of homelessness. 


public relations, abbreviation PR n [U] the ac- 
tivity of keeping good relationships between an 
organization and the people outside it 


public school n [C] a free school, supported 
by taxes, and managed by local representatives 


public sector n[C usually sing] the offices and 
responsibilities of government © She worked in the 
public sector for years before returning to private 
practice in her old law firm. 


public servant n [C] an elected official or 
someone employed by local or national 
government 


public service n [U] the work that elected of- 
ficials and government employees do for the ben- 
efit of the public 


publish © /'pab-I1f/ v[I/T] to make available to 
the public, usually by printing, a book, magazine, 
newspaper, or other document © [T] She was 29 
when her first novel was published. © [T] We plan to 
begin publishing a newsletter on the Internet. 
publisher © /'pab-Irf-ar/ n [C] 1 an organiza- 
tion that publishes books, magazines, or newspa- 
pers 2 Publisher is also the title of a person in a 
company who is responsible for publishing partic- 
ular books, magazines, or newspapers. 
publishing © /'pab-lrf-1n/ n [U] the buiness of 
makeing books, magazines, or newspapers avail- 
able to the public © She hopes to pursue a career in 
publishing. 


WORD FAMILY publish 


Adjectives unpublished 
Verbs 


Nouns publisher 
publishing 


publish 


puck /pak/ n [C] a small, hard, rubber disk used 
in HOCKEY (= a game played on ice) 


pucker /'pak-ar/ v[T] to press together and form 
small folds in something such as cloth or skin 0 She 
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puckered her lips and gave her grandma a kiss. © [M] 
This hem is all puckered up. 

pucker /'pak-ar/ n[C] © Puckers were sewn in the 
sleeves of the blouse. 


pudding /'pud-1n/ n [C/U] a sweet dish, often 

made from sugar, milk, flour, and flavoring, and 
usually eaten after a meal © [U] /’// make rice pud- 
ding for dessert. 


puddle /'pad-4l/ n [C] a pool of liquid on the 
ground or floor, formed by filling up the holes in 
uneven surfaces © You have to step around the pud- 
dles in the street after a rain shower. 


pudgy /'pad3-i/ adj short and fat © He jabbed a 
pudgy finger at me. 


pueblo /‘pweb-lou, pu: 'eb-/ n [C] p/ pueblos a 
group of flat-roofed, connected buildings made of 
pressed, dried earth or stone, built by American 
Indians in the southwestern US 0 While in New 
Mexico we visited the ruins of an ancient pueblo. 


puff BREATHE /paf/ v [I] 1 to breathe quickly and 
with a lot of force, usually as a result of an activity 
that needs a lot of physical effort © Ricardo was 
puffing hard after he raced up five flights of stairs. 2 
To puff is also to breathe in and blow out smoke 
from a cigarette, CIGAR (= rolled tobacco), or PIPE 
(= device for smoking). 
puff /paf/ n[C] an act of breathing in and blow- 
ing out smoke 

SMALL BURST /paf/ n [C] a small burst of smoke, 
air, or something that can rise into the air in a small 
cloud © We felt a puff of wind as the door open and 
closed. 
puff /paf/ v [I] © The volcano continued to puff out 
poisonous gases. 

SWELL /paf/ v [I/T] to swell or increase in size o [T] 
One eye was puffed and her cheek was bruised dark 
as a coal smear. © [T] The child held a deep breath 
and puffed her cheeks until they turned red. 
puffy /'paf-i/ adj swollen to a size slightly larger 
than usual © His eyes were red and puffy. 

CAKE /paf/ n[C] a small, round cake or other food, 
esp. one made from pastry with a filling inside © a 
cream puff 


puffin /'paf-an/ n [C] a sea bird that lives in 
northern parts of the world and has a large, 
brightly colored beak 


puff pastry n [UJ a light pastry made in layers 
with butter between them 


pugnacious /pag'ner:Jas/ adj ready to fight or 
to argue very forcefully © a pugnacious politician 


puke /pju:k/ v [I/T] slang to vomit © [I] /t makes 
me want to puke, just thinking about tt. 
puke /pju:k/ n [U] slang vomit 


pull MOVE TOWARD YOU /pul/ v [I/T] to move 
something toward yourself, sometimes with great 
physical effort © [I] Could you help me move this 
bookcase over there? You pull and Ill push. © [T] Alice 
lay down and pulled a blanket over her. © [I] The 
little girl pulled at his sleeve (= moved it slightly and 
repeatedly toward her). 


pull /pul/ n [C/U] © [C] Give the rope a hard pull. 
If someone is pulling something heavy, you 
could use the verbs drag or haul. 
She dragged the canoe down to the water. 
They hauled the boat out of the water. 
If a vehicle is pulling another vehicle behind it, 
the word tow is used. 
You shouldn’t drive fast when your car is 
towing a trailer. 
Yank is used in informal language when some- 
one pulls something very quickly and hard. 
She marched to the door and yanked it open. 
You could use the verb wrench when someone 
pulls something violently from its position. 
The phone had been wrenched from the wall. 
If you pull something several times with your 
fingers, the verbs pull at or pluck at are often 
used. If you do it hard, you could use tug at. 
The child pulled at my sleeve to catch my 
attention. 
| felt a small hand plucking at my jacket. 
Tom tugged at the doorknob. 


REMOVE /pul/ v [T] 1 to take something out of or 
away from a place, esp. using physical effort o [M] 
The dentist had to pull two of my teeth out. © [M] | 
spent the morning pulling up weeds in the garden. © 
She’s asking companies to pull their ads from the 
program. 2 Someone who pulls a weapon on you 
takes it from a hidden place and points it at you. 


BRING BEHIND YOU /pul/ v [I/T] to hold or be at- 
tached to the front of something and cause it to 
move with you © [T] The car was pulling a trailer. © 
[1] Elise sat on the sled while Carol pulled. 


MOVE INA DIRECTION /pul/ v [I always + adv/ 
prep] 1 to move or move something in the stated 
direction © Her car pulled out into traffic. 0 The sun 
was so strong we had to pull down the blinds. 0 He 
pulled off his wet clothes and laid them out to dry. 2 
If you pull up a chair, you move a chair so you can 
sit with other people: Pull up a chair and join us. 

MOVE YOUR BODY /pul/ v [I/T] to move your body 
or a part of your body © [I] He started yelling at the 
referee and had to be pulled away by teammates. © 
[T always + adv/prep] He pulled his arm out just as 
the doors were closing. © [T always + adv/prep] She 
pulled herself up onto the rock. 


OPERATE A DEVICE /pul/ v [T] to operate a device 
that makes a piece of equipment work © She took 
out a quarter, dropped it into the slot machine, and 
pulled the lever. 


ATTRACT /pul/ v [T] to attract a person or people © 
She was able to pull more votes than the other can- 
didates. © [M] The networks are grabbing for any 
edge that pulls in viewers. 
pull /pul/ n [U] © Our bodily processes are influ- 
enced by the moon’s gravitational pull. 

INFLUENCE /pul/ n[U] infm!/ influence, esp. with im- 
portant people © The manufacturer used political 
pull to get the application approved. 
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INJURE /pul/ v [T] to injure a muscle by stretching 
it too much © Marie pulled a hamstring and couldn't 
play in the finals. 
pull /pul/ n [C] © a muscle pull 

BE DISHONEST /pul/ v[T] slang to perform an action 
that is dishonest or intended to deceive © Mikey 
was pulling his usual stunt of feeding most of his 
lunch to the cat. © Why would you try to pull a trick/ 
prank like that on her? 


IDIOMS with pull 


epull a fast one to trick someone © | don’t think 
he was being truthful ~ | think he was just trying to 
pull a fast one. 

pull someone’s leg infmi to tell someone some- 
thing that is not true as a way of joking with the 
person © Stop pulling my leg — you didn’t have lunch 
with Bono! 

epull out all the stops to make a lot of effort to 
do something well © The kids pulled out all the stops 
and organized a really great party. 

epull strings to use your influence over important 
people to get something or help someone else © / 
may be able to pull a few strings for you if you need 
the document urgently. 

¢ pull the plug to stop something from continuing 
© The network pulled the plug on the show after three 
weeks. 

epull the rug out (from under someone) to sud- 
denly take away important support from someone 
© The school pulled the rug out from under the city 
soccer league when they asked them to pay for using 
their field. 

epull the wool over someone’s eyes to decieve 
someone © He doesn't have any special powers — 
he’s just trying to pull the wool over your eyes. 

e pull yourself together to get control of your emo- 
tions or actions after being very upset © | blew my 
nose and tried to pull myself together. 

epull your weight to do your fair share of work 
that a group of people is doing together © /f he 
doesn’t start pulling his weight, he'll lose his job. 


PHRASAL VERBS with pull. 


e pull away to increase a score or improve a rank 
© The Cowboys hit five shots in a row to pull away 
from Marquette. © USAGE: Used to describe a game 
or team in sports. 

e pull back STOP SUPPORTING to stop supporting 
or doing something © Both parties indicate they will 
not pull back from a new peace deal. 

¢pull back (something) REDUCE [M] to reduce or 
remove something © Stock prices pulled back Tues- 
day, as investors continued to worry about interest 
rates. O She criticized his proposal to pull back se- 
curity forces from the province. 

epull down something DESTROY [M] to destroy 
something, esp. a building © Many of those old 
buildings will soon be pulled down. 

epull down something EARN infm/ to earn an 
amount of money © She’s pulling down over 
$100,000 a year. 

e pull off something [M] infmi to succeed in doing 
something difficult or unexpected © He won five 
straight games and pulled off one of the tourna- 
ment’s biggest upsets. 


e pull out (someone/something) [M] to leave or no 
longer be involved in something © They'll be pulling 
the rest of the troops out by next spring. © She’s con- 
sidering a run for governor but is stalling to see who 
else may jump in or pull out. © Related noun: 
PULLOUT 

¢ pull over (someone/something) [M] to stop your 
car at the side of the road, or to force another car 
or driver to do this © Be sure you're in an area where 
a taxi can safely and legally pull over to pick you up. 
© The police officer pulled him over for changing 
lanes without signaling. 

pull (someone/something) through (something) 
to help someone or something to continue to exist 
or live after a serious problem or illness © He pulled 
the city through a financial crisis. 0 | didn’t think he’d 
survive, but he pulled through. © Some people pull 
through things that seem impossible. 

e pull together WORK EFFECTIVELY to work well 
with others in a group to achieve a particular result 
© | think the team won because they really made an 
effort to pull together. 

epull something together FORM A GROUP [M] to 
bring various people or things together in a group 
for a particular purpose © Bradford pulled together 
a group of experts to help him research his idea. © 
The website pulls several independent electronic book 
libraries together into a new archive. 

epull up STOP A VEHICLE to cause a vehicle to 
stop O The boat pulled up at the dock. © | was at the 
gas station, and he pulled up next to me. 

e pull up something GET INFORMATION [M] to get 
information, esp. on a computer screen © Click on 
a square to pull up an overview of the site with name, 
description, location, and domain. 


pulley /‘pul-i/ n [C] a piece of equipment for 
moving heavy objects up or down, consisting of a 
small wheel over which a rope or chain attached 
to the object can be easily pulled or released slowly 


pullout /‘pul-aut/ n [C] the act of ending in- 
volvement in something, esp. in military action © 
a troop pullout © His pullout from the race leaves her 
the likely winner. O Related verb: PULL OUT 


pullover /'pul ov-var/ n [C] a piece of clothing, 
esp. made of warm material, that is worn on the 
top part of the body and put on by pulling it over 
your head 


pulmonary /'pul-maner-i/ adj [not gradable] 
medical relating to the lungs © a test of pulmonary 
function 


pulp /palp/ n [U] 1 a soft, wet mass, often pro- 
duced by crushing something © Mash the bananas 
to a pulp and then mix in the yogurt. 2 Pulp is also 
a mixture of water and small pieces of paper, cloth, 
or wood that is used for making paper: wood pulp 


pulpit /'pul-pat, 'pal-/ n[C] a raised place ina 
church, with steps leading up to it, from which a 
minister or priest speaks 


pulsate /'pal-seit/ v [I] to make sounds or move- 
ments with a regular rhythm © A fight pulsates in 
the distance. 
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pulse /pals/ n [C] 1 biology a regular rhythm 
made by blood being moved through your body 
by your heart, esp. when it is felt at the wrist or 
side of the neck 2 physics A pulse is also a single 
burst of light or some other form of energy that is 
sudden and strong. 
pulse /pals/ v [I] to move with a regular beat © 
The music pulses with soul, Creole, and Cuban 
rhythms. 


pulverize /‘pal-va,raiz/ v [T] to press or crush 
something until it becomes powder or a soft mass 
© Seashells were pulverized by the ocean’s waves. © 
(infml) Our team aims to pulverize the competition 
(= badly defeat them). 


puma /'pju:-ma, 'pu:-/ n [C] a COUGAR (= large 
wild cat) 


pummel /'pam-al/ v [T] -/, -Il- to hit someone 
or something repeatedly, esp. with your FISTS © 
She hates watching boxers pummel and be pum- 
meled in the ring. © (fig.) The region was pummeled 
by its second storm in less than a week. 


Pump DEVICE /pamp/ n [C] a piece of equip- 
ment used to cause liquid, air, or gas to move from 
one place to another © a gas/water pump 
pump /pamp/ v[T] 1 You have to pump your own 
gasoline at that station. © He ran toward us, 
pumping his arms (= moving them up and down 
energetically). © [M] She pumped her bike tires up 
(= filled them with air). 2 If you pump money into 
something, you spend a lot of money trying to 
make it successful: We’re pumping millions into this 
new program. 3 infml When you pump someone, 
you ask for information, esp. in an indirect way: / 
pumped him for details about the deal. 


SHOE /pamp/ n[C usually pl] a women’s shoe with 
no fasteners 


IDIOM with pump 


e pump iron infmi to lift heavy weights for exercise 
© | usually pump iron at the gym for an hour in the 
morning. 


PHRASAL VERBS with pump 


epump something into something to direct large 
amounts of money toward a particular organiza- 
tion or cause © The federal program has pumped 
$14 million into Texas for care for the elderly. 
epump up someone [M] infmi to make someone 
more confident or more enthusiastic © Myerson 
spent a lot of time trying to pump up his partners. 


pumpernickel /‘pam- par nik-al/ n[U] a type 
of dark brown bread made from RYE 


pumpkin /'pamp-kan, 'pag-kan/ n [C] a large, 
round vegetable with hard yellow or orange flesh 


pun /pan/ n [C] an amusing use of a word or 
phrase that has several meanings or that sounds 
like another word © People groan at a pun if it’s told 
correctly. 
pun /pan/ v[I] -nn- © She kept punning on “whole” 
and “hole.” 


punch Hf /pantj/ n[C] a forceful hit with a FIST 
(= hand with the fingers closed tight) 


punch /pant{/ v[I/T] © [1] She punched the pillow, 
trying to fluff it up. 

EFFECT /pantf/ n [U] the power to be interesting 
and have a strong effect on people © His acting 
gives the show its emotional punch. 

DRINK /pant{/ n [C/U] a cold or hot drink made by 
mixing fruit juices, pieces of fruit, and sometimes 
alcohol © [U] Would you like a glass of punch? 

TOOL /pant{/ n[C] a piece of equipment that cuts 
holes in a material by pushing a piece of metal 
through it © a hole/leather punch 
punch /pant{/ v[T] © The rod came loose, punch- 
ing a hole in the box. 


PHRASAL VERBS with punch 


epunch in something ENTER INFORMATION [M] 
to enter information into a computer or other de- 
vice, using keys or buttons © Trev lifted the receiver 
and punched in the telephone number. 

epunch in RECORD HOURS to use a special clock 
to record the time you start working © | punched 
in on the time clock. 

e punch out to record the time you finish working 
on a special clock © | punched out and walked out 
the door. 


punching bag n[C] a bag filled with material 
that is hung from a frame or attached to a stand 
and hit for exercise or boxing practice 


punch line n[C] the last part of a joke or a story 
that explains the meaning of what has happened 
previously or makes it amusing 


punctual /‘pantfa-wal/ adj arriving, doing 
something, or happening at the expected or cor- 
rect time; not late O Please try to be punctual, so we 
can start the meeting on time. 
punctually /'pan-tfa-wa-li/ adv Oo We arrived 
punctually at 8. 
punctuality /,pan-tfo'weel-at-i/ n[U] © He’s ob- 
sessive about punctuality. 


punctuate /'paj tsa ,weit/ v[T] to regularly in- 
terrupt something that is happening © His com- 
ments were punctuated by shouts from hecklers. 


punctuated equilibrium n [U] biology a 
theory of EVOLUTION (= change in the develop- 
ment of living things) that claims that change hap- 
pens suddenly over short periods of time followed 
by long periods of no change 


punctuation /,pantfo'wer-fan/ n [U] special 
marks that are placed in a text to show the divi- 
sions between phrases and sentences, or the use 
of these marks © Check your spelling and 
punctuation. 
punctuate /'pan-tfe,weit/ v [T] © | would punc- 
tuate that sentence differently. 


punctuation mark n [C] writing a mark 
that you add to a text to show the divisions be- 
tween different parts of it © Periods, commas, sem- 
icolons, question marks, and parentheses are all 
punctuation marks. 


puncture /'pajtfar/ n[C] a small hole made vy 
a sharp object 
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puncture /'pan-tfar/ v [I/T] © [I] Hot-air balloons 
are made so that they won't puncture easily. © [T] 
The bullet hadn't punctured any vital organs. 


pundit /'pan-dat/ n [C] a person who knows a 
lot about a particular subject, or someone who 
gives opinions in a way that sounds intelligent or 
wise © Wall Street pundits are divided over whether 
the economy is slowing down. 


pungent /'pan-dgant/ adj (of a smell or taste) 
very strong, sometimes in an unpleasant way © 
pungent odors 


punish /'pan-1J/ v [T] to cause people who have 
done something wrong or committed a crime to 
suffer by making them do something they don’t 
want to do or sending them to prison © She was 
punished for being late to school. 

punishable /'pan-1J-a-bal/ adj © Swimming in 
the Potomac is punishable by a fine. 
punishment /'pan-1f-mant/ n [C/U] 0 [C] Serv- 
ing your community is seen as a punishment these 
days. 


WORD FAMILY punish 


Nouns punishment 
Verbs 


Adjectives punishable 
punishing 


punish 


punishing /‘pan-1J-19/ adj extremely difficult or 
tiring © a punishing schedule 


punitive /'pju:-nat-1v/ adj intended as a punish- 
ment © No punitive action was taken against Dawk- 
ins after he smashed the backboard during warmups. 


punk CULTURE /pank/ n [UJ a style or culture 
popular among young people, esp. in the late 
1970s, expressing opposition to authority through 
shocking behavior, clothes, and hair, and through 
fast, loud music © punk music/rock 

CRIMINAL /pank/ n [C] slang a young person who 
fights and is involved in criminal activities © Some 
punk tried to steal my coat. 


punt /pant/ v[T] (in football) to kick the ball after 
you have dropped it from your hands and before 
it touches the ground _ 
punt /pant/ n[C] ©! caught the punt and started 
running. 


puny /'pju:-ni/ adj [-er/-est only] small and weak, 
or not effective 0 Don’t tell me you're afraid of that 
puny little kid. 0 In 1981, computers were puny com- 
pared with today’s machines. 


PUP /pap/ n[C] the young of particular animals, 
or a PUPPY DOG © a seal pup 


pupil STUDENT /'pju:-pal/ n [C] a person who is 
being taught, esp. a child at school 

EYE PART /'pju:-pal/ n[C] the circular, black area in 
the center of the eye that gets larger and smaller 
and lets in light 


puppet /'pap-at/ n [C] 1 a type of toy that looks 
like a person or animal and is moved by a person us- 
ing strings or putting a hand inside it 2 disapproving 


lo? 


urge 


A puppet is also a person or group whose actions 
are controlled by someone else: The mayor is a pup- 
pet who does what business leaders tell him to. 
puppeteer /pap-a'tir/ n [C] a person who 
makes or uses puppets 


puppy (dog) /'pap:i (,d2:g)/, pup n [C] a 
young dog 

puppy love /'pap:i:,lav/ n [U] romantic love 
that a young person feels for someone else 


purchase @ /'psr-t{as/ v [T] to buy something 
© To qualify for this fare, you must purchase your 
ticket 21 days in advance. 
purchase © /'par-tJas/ n [C/U] 1 [C] The mak- 
eover is free with a $50 purchase. 2 Purchase can 
also mean the act of buying: [U] You can apply the 
value of your old car to the purchase of a new one. 
purchaser © /'par-tJa-sar/ n[C] © Software pur- 
chasers have reported problems with the product. 


pure NOTMIXED /pjur/ adj [-er/-est only] not 
mixed with anything else © The scarf is pure silk. © 
It was a moment of pure joy. © The mountain air was 
fresh and pure (= not polluted). 
purify /'pjor-a ,far/ v [T] to rid something of dirty 
or harmful substances © Flower growers here are re- 
quired to purify all their runoff water. 
purist /'pjor-ast/ n[C] a person who believes that 
it is important to speak, write, or do things in a 
correct or traditional way © Some purists complain 
that the buildings are not being accurately restored. 
purity /'pjor-at-i/ n [U] © The purity of the city’s 
water is checked regularly at its reservoirs. 
purification /,pjur-a-fa'ker- fan/ n [U] 

MORALLY GOOD /pjur/ adj [-er/-est only] morally 
good, or relating to someone’s inner character © 
His motives were pure, but his approach was tactless. 
purify /'pjor-a ,fat/ v[T] © White sage is sometimes 
burned to purify people and places. 
purity /'pjor-at-i/ n [U] © purity of heart 

COMPLETE /pjur/ adj [not gradable] complete; only 
© Getting the job was pure luck. 
purely /'pjur-li/ adv [not gradable] only; just © 
Meeting Gail in the airport was purely coincidental. 


WORD FAMILY pure 


Nouns purification 
purist 


Adjectives pure 
impure 


purify 
purely 


purity 
impurity 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


puree, pureé /pju'rer, -'ri:/ v [T] to crush food 
into a thick, soft sauce © Puree the bananas thor- 
oughly in a blender. 
puree, pureé /pju 'ret, -'ri:/ n[C/U] © [U] Add two 
tablespoons of tomato puree. 


purge RID /p3rd3/ v [T] to rid a group or orga- 
nization of unwanted people © They purged the se- 
nior ranks of the department by offering them 
generous retirement packages. 
purge /p3rd3/ n [C] © The purge of alleged Com- 
munists and progressives had started as early as 
April. 
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REMOVE /p3rd3/ v[T] to remove something bad or 
wrong © The system is designed to purge impurities 
from the city’s drinking water. 


Puritan, puritan /'pjor-at-2n/ n[C] a member of 
an English religious group in the 16th and 17th 
centuries who wanted to make church ceremonies 
simpler and emphasized moral behavior that for- 
bid many pleasures 
puritanical /,pjur-a'teen-1-kal/ adj [not grada- 
ble] having standards of moral behavior that for- 
bid many pleasures © His coach believes in rules and 
regulations and has puritanical standards for be- 
havior. 


purple /'psr-pal/ adj, n [C/U] (of) the color that 
is a mixture of red and blue © a purple dress © [C] 
The walls are a pale purple. 


purport /por 'po:rt, -‘pourt/ v [+ fo infinitive] fmi 
to claim that something is true, but without proof 
O The story purports to explain the origin of the game 
of chess. 
purported /par'pa:rt-ed, -'pourt-/ adj [not 
gradable] claimed but not proved to be true © [+ 
to infinitive] The new brand of potato chips is pur- 
ported to be lower in cholesterol, fat, and calories. 


purpose REASON /'p3r-pas/ n [C/U] 1 an inten- 
tion or aim; a reason for doing something or for 
allowing something to happen © [C] For budgeting 
purposes, you really have to start estimating costs 
now. © [C] The delay really served no good purpose 
and may have harmed the negotiation. 2 lf you do 
something on purpose, you do it intentionally: 
This is the second time in a row that he didn’t show 
up, and | believe he did it on purpose. 3 Purpose is 
also determination: [U] The project gave him a re- 
newed sense of purpose. 

purposeful /'p3r-pas-fal/ adj 1 aimed at achiev- 
ing something; determined © He desired to lead a 
more purposeful life. 2 Purposeful also means inten- 
tional: the purposeful destruction of historic sites 
purposely /'p3r-pa-sli/ adv [not gradable] with 
a specific intent © / purposely spoke loud enough to 
be overheard. 

RESULT /'p3r-pas/ n[C] an intended result or use © 
This budget is designed to meet one purpose and one 
purpose only, to do what is best for the economy. 


WORD FAMILY purpose 


Adverbs purposefully 
purposely 


Nouns purpose 


Adjectives purposeful 


purr /p3r/ v [I] (of a cat) to make a soft, low, con- 
tinuous sound, or (of a machine) to make a similar 
sound © After a tune-up, the car just purred like new. 
purr /p3r/ n[C] 


purse BAG /p3rs/ n[C] a bag, often with a handle 
or a strap going over the shoulder, used esp. by 
women for carrying money, keys, and small per- 
sonal items such as makeup; a POCKETBOOK 

AMOUNT OF MONEY /p3rs/ n [C] an amount of 
money offered as a prize in a sporting competition, 
or the total amount of money available for spend- 


ing © Yesterday’s race had a purse worth over 
$100,000. 
MOVE LIPS /p3rs/ v[T] to bring your lips tightly to- 
gether so that they form a rounded shape © She 
pursed her lips and said nothing. 


purse strings p/n control over how much 
money is spent © Retailers are hoping that American 
consumers will loosen their purse strings next year. 


pursue © FOLLOW /por'su:/ v [|/T] to follow or 
search for someone or something, in order to 
catch or attack that person or thing © [I] The police 
pursued on foot, but lost him in the crowd. 

ATTEMPT /por'su:/ v[T] to try to achieve © She sin- 
gle-mindedly pursued her goal of earning a law 
degree. 

CONTINUE /par'su:/ v[T] 1 to continue to do © The 
hobbies that | pursue in my spare time are crafts — 
woodworking, mainly. 2 To pursue is also to con- 
tinue to consider: | don’t think the idea is worth 
pursuing. 


pursuit © ACT OF FOLLOWING /par'su:t/ n[C/ 
U] the act of following or searching for someone 
or something, in order to catch or attack the per- 
son or thing © [U] The two children ran through the 
field in pursuit of their puppy. 

ATTEMPT /par'su:t/ n [U] an attempt to achieve 
something © The Declaration of Independence states 
that life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are ba- 
sic human rights. 


ACTIVITY /par'su:t/ n[C usually pl] an activity that 
you spend time and energy doing © scholarly 
pursuits 


purvey /par'vei/ v [T] fm! to provide food, ser- 
vices, or information as a business © The two mall 
shops purvey nearly identical merchandise. 
purveyor /par'ver-ar/ n [C] fm! © Radio stations 
are purveyors of music, information, and com- 
panionship. 


Pus /pas/ n [U] thick, yellow liquid that forms in 
and comes out from infected body tissue 


push USE FORCE AGAINST /puf/ v [I/T] 1 to put 
a continuing force against something to cause it 
to move forward or away from you 9 [I] We should 
be able to move this table if we both push together. 
© [T] She pushed her plate away. 2 To push is also 
to cause something to move or change in a stated 
direction: [M] Rising demand tends to push prices up. 
push /puf/ n[C] © She gave her daughter a push 
on the swing. 

MOVE FORCEFULLY /puf/ v [I/T] to move forcefully 
through a group of people or things © [I] Stop 
pushing and wait your turn! © [T always + adv/prep] 
Rescuers pushed their way through the rubble to 
reach survivors. 

PERSUADE FORCEFULLY /puj/ v [T] to persuade 
someone forcefully to do or accept something © 
She’s pushing me for an answer. © The administra- 
tion is pushing its new trade agreement with Mexico. 
0 (infml) This restaurant is pushing its carrot soup 
today (= trying to get people to order it). 
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push /puf/ n[C] © [+ toinfinitive] Florida is making 
a major push to attract more tourists. 

pushy /'puf-i/ adj disapproving trying too hard 
to persuade someone to do something © The 
salesman was a little too pushy, and we felt 
uncomfortable. 


WORD FAMILY push 


Nouns push 
pusher 


Adjectives pushy 
Verbs 


push 


IDIOM with push 


ewhen push comes to shove, if push comes to 
shove when all the easy answers to a problem have 
not worked, and something else must be tried 0 
Only a few people were there to help me when push 
came to shove. 


PHRASAL VERBS with push 


epush someone around [M] to use greater 
strength or power to treat someone in a rude and 
threatening way © When we were kids, my older 
brother liked to push me around. 

epush back something [M] to delay something; 
POSTPONE © The target date for construction has 
been pushed back at least until fall. 

epush for something to demand that something 
be done or to take strong action to cause some- 
thing to happen © The unions are pushing for job 
security even if it means settling for modest wage 
increases. 

epush off infmi to leave o I’d better be pushing off 
now —1’ve got work to do. 

epush on to continue in a determined way © We 
decided to push on to the top of the mountain while 
there was still daylight. 


pushchair /'puJ-tfer, -tfzer/ n[C] Bra STROLLER. 


pushover /'puJ,ou-var/ n [C] infmi something 
easy to do or win, or someone who is easily per- 
suaded, influenced, or defeated © Krista gets what- 
ever she wants — her parents are real pushovers. 


push-up n[C] a physical exercise performed by 
lying with your face down and using only your 
arms to raise and lower your body 


pussy /'pus-i/, pussycat /'pus:i: ,|keet/ n[C] achild’s 
word a Cat 


pussyfoot /'pus-i: fot/ v [I] to be careful about 
expressing an opinion or taking action, esp. be- 
cause you might hurt someone’s feelings © Quit 
pussyfooting around and tell me what you really 
think. 


pussy willow /‘pus.i: wil-ou/ n[C] a small tree 
that has gray, furry flowers in the spring 


put MOVE /put/ v[T always + adv/prep] pres. part. 
putting, past put 1 to move something or some- 
one into the stated place, position, or direction © 
She put her arm around him. © Put your clothes in 
the closet. 0 When you set the table, put the soup 
spoons next to the knives. © She put her coffee cup 
on the table. © The movie was so scary that she put 
her hands over her eyes. 2 lf you put someone to 


bed, you dress the person in the clothes worn for 
sleeping and see that the person gets into bed: /’/ 
call back after | put the kids to bed. 


WRITE /put/ v [T always + adv/prep] pres. part. put- 
ting, past put to write down or record © Put your 
name on the list if you want to go. © Put an answer 
in the space provided. 


EXPRESS /put/ v [T] pres. part. putting, past put 1 to 
express something in words © She wanted to tell 
him that she didn’t want to see him any more, but 
she didn’t know how to put it. © He has difficulty 
putting his feelings into words. 2 If you put some- 
thing in a particular way, you express it that way: 
To put it bluntly, Pete, you’re just no good at the job. 
© Dad was annoyed, to put it mildly. 


CONDITION /put/ v [T] pres. part. putting, past put 
to cause something to be in the stated condition 
or situation © Are you prepared to put your children 
at risk? O This puts me in a very difficult position. © 
What put you in such a bad mood? 


JUDGE /put/ v[T always + adv/prep] pres. part. put- 
ting, past put to judge something or someone in 
comparison with other similar things or people © 
I'd put him among the top six tennis players of all 
time. © The value of the painting has been put at 
$1.5 million. © He always puts his family first. 


IDIOMS with put 


e! wouldn't put it past someone (to do something) 
infmi | would not be surprised if someone did some- 
thing © ! wouldn't put it past Helena to tell a secret, 
especially if it helped her in some way. 

eput a damper on something to make something 
less enjoyable © The bad weather put a damper on 
this year’s New Year celebrations. 

e put down roots to feel that you belong in a place 
° Very quickly, settlers in Oregon built towns and put 
down roots. 

eput an end to something to cause something to 
stop existing or happening © Mrs. Carroll said she 
was going to put an end to all the talking and fooling 
around in our class. 

eput your feet up to relax and do very little © After 
working all week, you deserve to put your feet up. 
eput your finger on something to know or under- 
stand something, and be able to say exactly what 
it is O Something seemed to be wrong, but | couldn’t 
put my finger on it. 

e put your foot down to use your authority to stop 
something from happening © When she started 
borrowing my clothes without asking, | had to put 
my foot down. 

¢put your foot in your mouth to say or do some- 
thing that you should not have, esp. something 
that embarrasses someone else © | really put my 
foot in my mouth — | asked her if Jane was her 
mother, but she said Jane is her sister. 

eput in a good word for someone to say positive 
things about someone to other people © /’m ap- 
plying for a job in your department, so put in a good 
word for me. 

eput your heads together to share ideas in trying 
to solve a problem © If we can put our heads to- 
gether we'll figure out a way to deal with this. 


d3 jump | j yes | I little | ®m hm | °n cotton | 9 sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 8 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


put 


Pees ei ea SS 


eput someone in his/her place to let someone 
know that the person is less important than he or 
she thinks © When he tried to take charge, she im- 
mediately put him in his place. 

eput yourself in someone’s place, put yourself in 
someone’s position/shoes to imagine that you are 
someone in a difficult situation, and imagine how 
that person feels © Put yourself in my place — | was 
scared, and | had nobody to talk to. 

e put someone on to joke with someone by saying 
something that is hard for the person to believe © 
“| hear Joe’s quit his job.” “You're putting me on!” 
*put someone/something out of your mind to not 
think about someone or something © | tried hard 
to put the conversation with my mom out of my 
mind. 

put the brakes on something/someone to slow or 
stop the progress of something or someone © Rais- 
ing taxes now would put the brakes on economic 
recovery. 

eput the squeeze on something/someone to put 
pressure On someone or something to spend more 
money or to cause the person to earn less money 
© Budget cuts are putting the squeeze on scientific 
research. 

e put someone/something through his/her/its paces 
to test the ability or skill of a person or thing © / 
like to put a new car through its paces. 

eput someone/something to the test to test how 
good someone or something is, esp. in difficult 
conditions © Those icy roads certainly put my driving 
to the test. 

e put two and two together to understand some- 
thing by using the information you have © | didn’t 
tell her George had left, but she noticed his car was 
gone and put two and two together. 

e put words in someone’s mouth to say that some- 
one means one thing when the person really 
meant something else © / never said you should 
leave — don’t put words in my mouth. 


PHRASAL VERBS with put 


eput something across [M] to communicate an 
idea or opinion © What’s the most important thing 
you try to put across in your book? 

eput aside something IGNORE [M] to ignore or 
not deal with something © Let’s put aside our 
differences. 

eput aside something SAVE [M] to save some- 
thing, esp. money, for a purpose O We’re putting 
aside $20 a week for our vacation. © He puts some 
time aside each evening to read to his children. 
eput away something EAT [M] infm! to eat a lot of 
food © He put away a whole pie in one sitting. 
eput away something STORE [M] to store things 
where they are usually stored © You never put away 
your toys. 

e put away someone MOVE INTO CARE [M] infm/to 
move someone into prison, a mental hospital, or 
a home for old people © He deserves to be put away 
for life. 

eput back something [M] to move something to a 
place or position it was in before © Will you put the 
books back when you’re finished with them? 

eput something before someone/something to of- 
fer an idea or law to a group for a decision or vote 


© Our panel can put the proposal before the Executive 
Committee in July. 

eput something behind someone to try to forget 
or ignore something unpleasant © !’m going to put 
all this behind me and think about the future. 

eput down something/someone STOP CARRYING 
[M] to stop carrying or holding someone or some- 
thing © | have to put this bag down — it’s too heavy. 
© Put me down, Daddy! 

eput down something PAY [M] to pay money, 
esp. part of a total payment © She put $7000 down 
on an apartment this afternoon. 

eput down someone INSULT [M] infmi to make 
someone feel foolish and unimportant © They 
never put down other companies in their commer- 
cials. © Did you have to put me down in front of 
everybody? © Related noun: PUT-DOWN 

eput down something STOP [M] to stop or limit 
forces opposing an authority or government, usu- 
ally by using force © He helped put down the 
rebellion. 

e put someone down RECORD [M] to record some- 
one in a particular way © Put down my sister as 
agreeing with the Democrats. © Lauren accidentally 
put me down for five boxes of cookies, but | only 
wanted one. 

eput something down KILL [M] to kill an animal 
that is ill or injured and cannot be made healthy 
e put forward/forth something [M] to suggest an 
idea for consideration © None of the ideas that | put 
forward have been accepted. © He put forth a clear, 
logical argument. 

e put in something INCLUDE [M] to include some- 
thing, esp. in a piece of writing or a broadcast © 
Kids like this computer program because they can put 
in images that they create. © We put an ad in the 
paper to sell our car. 

eput in (something) OFFER OR REQUEST [M] 1 to 
offer something for consideration © She put in an 
application to the college. 2 \f you put in for some- 
thing, or put in to do something, you make a re- 
quest for it: / am putting in for a transfer to 
Washington. 

e put in something MAKE READY [M] to take a de- 
vice somewhere and make it ready to operate © 
They're putting Paul’s new stove in next week. 
eput in something DO [M] to do work, make ef- 
fort, or spend time © She’s put in a lot of effort on 
this proposal. 

eput something into something to give money or 
effort to an activity 0 We put all our profits back into 
the company. © She’s put a lot of energy into making 
the house look nice. 

eput off something/someone DELAY [M] to delay 
or move an activity to a later time, or to stop or 
prevent someone from doing something © The 
meeting has been put off for a week. © He keeps ask- 
ing me out, and | keep putting him off. 

eput someone off DISLIKE [M] to discourage 
someone from doing something, or from liking 
someone or something © | was put off by his ap- 
pearance. © The experience put me off politics. 
eput on something WEAR [M] to move something 
you wear onto your body © Put your shoes on. © 
She put on too much makeup. 
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e put on something ADD [M] to add or increase an 
amount or action © | put on weight when | went 
away to college. © The school puts a lot of emphasis 
on music and art. 

eput on something START [M] to start a piece of 
equipment, or to place a recording in a device that 
will play it © / put on the brakes too fast, and the 
car skidded. © | put the heat on, but it will take a 
minute for the car to warm up. © Put on that Ella 
Fitzgerald CD. 

*put on something DO [M] to do an activity, esp. 
one that others can watch © The second graders 
want to put a play on. © The experience of putting 
on a campaign was exciting. 

* put someone on something DOCTOR'S ORDER to 
order that someone start taking a particular med- 
icine or eating or avoiding certain foods © Doctors 
put her on antibiotics after discovering an infection. 
© He’s putting me on a liquid protein diet. 

eput on someone/something PRETEND [M] 1 to 
appear to have a feeling or way of behaving that 
is not real or not natural for you © | can’t tell 
whether he’s really upset or if he’s just putting it on. 
2 If you put someone on, you deceive someone, 
often in a joking way: He said they wanted me to 
do a show for the president, and | thought he was 
putting me on. 

eput out something MOVE AWAY [M] to move a 
part of your body away from the rest of you © She 
put out her hand to shake mine. 

eput out something INJURE [M] to injure a part of 
the body by pulling or twisting it © / put my back 
out last week when | fell. 

eput out something STOP BURNING [IM] to stop 
something that is burning from continuing to burn 
© Be sure to put out your campfire before you go to 
sleep. 

* put out something PUBLISH [M] to publish some- 
thing or make information generally known © The 
senator has put out a statement denying the 
allegations. 

eput someone out ANNOY [M] to annoy, upset, 
or inconvenience someone © Would you be put out 
if we came tomorrow instead of today? 

eput out something SPEND [M] to spend money 
0 I'll be putting a lot of money out when | buy my 
house. ' 

¢ put something over on someone infmi to persuade 
someone to believe something that is not true © 
My dad’s really smart — you can never put anything 
over on him. 

*put someone through something CAUSE TO 
EXPERIENCE to cause, allow, or pay for someone 
to experience or do something © I’m sorry to have 
fo put you through this. O She’s putting herself 
through college. 

eput someone through CONNECT TELEPHONES 
[M] to connect a person’s telephone call © / expect 
someone to either answer or at least put me through 
to somebody who | can talk to. 

*put someone to something CAUSE EXPERIENCE 
to cause someone to experience something © Your 
generosity puts me to shame. © He was put to death. 
© USAGE: Used to describe negative emotions or 
events. 


763 


putty 


eput something to someone EXPLAIN [M] to tell 
someone your explanation of something © Let me 
put it to you this way — you'll fail the test if you don’t 
study. © The suspects answered a series of questions 
which authorities had put to them. 
eput together something COMBINE [M] to com- 
bine people or things, or organize something © Put 
two and two together and you get four. © She earns 
more than all three of us put together. © After his first 
band failed, he put together a second orchestra. 
e put together something MAKE WHOLE [M] to re- 
pair something broken or make something out of 
parts © The bowl broke into so many pieces that | 
can’t put it back together again. 
eput something toward something to use money 
to help pay the cost of something © Grandma told 
me to put that money toward my college education. 
eput up something ATTACH [M] to attach some- 
thing, esp. to a wall © We put up some new pictures 
in the living room. 
eput up something RAISE [M] to raise something 
to a higher position © | put my hands up. © A statue 
of him was put up in Gramercy Park. 
eput up something BUILD [M] to build a structure 
in an empty space © They’re planning to put a hotel 
up where the museum used to be. 
eput up something SHOW FEELINGS to show or 
express your feelings about something © I’m not 
going to let them build a road here without putting 
up a fight. © Little Rory always puts up such a fuss 
around bedtime. © USAGE: Used when the feelings 
expressed are negative. 
eput up someone PROVIDE HOUSING [M] to pro- 
vide someone with a place to stay temporarily © 
Sally is putting me up for the weekend. 
eput up something PROVIDE MONEY [M] to pro- 
vide money so that an aim can be achieved © Dad 
put $1000 up to help me buy a car. 
eput someone up to something to encourage 
someone to do something, esp. something wrong 
© She never stole anything before —- maybe her friends 
put her up to it. 
eput up with someone/something to be willing to 
accept someone or something that is unpleasant 
or not desirable © | don’t know why she puts up with 
him. 

put-down, putdown /'put-daun/ n [C] infmi a 
negative statement about someone; insult © Call- 


ing American workers lazy was a mean-spirited put- 
down. © Related verb: PUT DOWN INSULT 


putrefy /‘pju:-tra,fai/ v [I] fm/ to decay, produc- 
ing a strong, unpleasant smell 


putrid /'pju:-trad/ adj very decayed and having 
an unpleasant smell © a putrid garbage dump 


putt /pat/ v [I/T] to hit a golf ball gently across an 
area of short and even grass toward or into a hole 
putt /pat/ n[C] 0 She won with an impressive six- 
yard putt. 


putter /'pat-ar/ v [I] to move around without 
hurrying and in a relaxed and pleasant way © He 
really enjoys puttering in the garden. 


putty /'pat-i/ n [U] a thick, soft material that be- 
comes hard when it dries and is used esp. for fixing 
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glass into window frames or for filling small holes 
in wood 


put-upon /'put-a,pan/ adj infm/ treated unfairly 
by others who want you to help them © Parents 
often feel put-upon by the school fund-raisers. 


puzzle /'paz-al/ n[C] 1 something thatis difficult 
to understand © Their son is a puzzle to them. © The 
police are trying to solve the puzzle of who sent them 
the letter. 2 A puzzle is also a game or toy in which 
you have to fit separate pieces together, or a prob- 
lem or question which you have to answer by us- 
ing your skill or knowledge: a jigsaw/crossword 
puzzle 

puzzle /'paz-al/ v[I/T] © [T] It puzzles me why she 
said that. © [| always + adv/prep] We puzzled over 
what it meant. 

puzzled /'paz-ald/ adj o She looked puzzled, then 
suspicious. 


Pygmy, Pigmy /‘pig-mi/ n[C] a member of one 
of several groups of very small people who live in 
central Africa 

pygmy, pigmy /'pig-mi/ adj [not gradable] (of 
an animal or bird) one of a type which is smaller 
than animals or birds of that type usually are © a 


pygmy hippopotamus 


pylon /‘pat-lan/ n [C] a tall, metal structure used 
as a support © power pylons 


pyramid /‘pir-a,mid/ n[C] 1 geometry a solid 
shape with a flat, square base and four flat, trian- 
gular sides which slope inward and meet to form 
a point at the top > Picture: solid 2 A pyramid is 
also a pile of things that has a triangular shape: 
The acrobats formed a pyramid by standing on each 
other's shoulders. 3 biology A pyramid is also a rep- 
resentation of a system with more items at the bot- 
tom and fewer at the top, for example, of the 
effect that one living thing has on another in the 
FOOD CHAIN. 


pyre /pair/ n[C] a large pile of wood on which a 
dead body is burned in some types of funerals 


Pyrex /'‘par-reks/ n [U] trademark a type of glass 
that is used to make containers for cooking be- 
cause it does not break when it is heated 


Pythagorean theorem /pa,dzg-a'ri:-an 
'gir-am/ n [U] geometry a statement that in a 
RIGHT TRIANGLE (= triangle with a 90° angle) the 
SQUARE (= number obtained by multiplying a 
number by itself) of the length of the side opposite 
the 90° angle is equal to the squares of each of the 
other two sides added together 


python /'‘pai-6an, -8en/ n [C] a very large snake 
that kills animals for food by wrapping itself 
around them and crushing them 
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Q. q /kju:/ n [C] p!Q’s, Qs, q's, qs the 17th letter 
of the English alphabet 


qt. n[C] pi qt. abbreviation for QUART 


Q-tip /'kju:-tip/ n [C] trademark a short stick with 
a small amount of cotton on each end, used for 
cleaning esp. the ears 


quack SOUND /kweek/ v [I] to make the sound 
DUCKS make © The ducks started quacking. 

FALSE DOCTOR /kweek/ n [C] a person who falsely 
pretends to have medical skills or knowledge 


quad /kwad/, quadrangle /'kwad ,reen-gal/ n [C] 
a square or rectangular outside area with buildings 
on all four sides, often part of the land of a college 
or university 


quadrangle /‘kwad ,rzeq-gal/ n [C] geometry 
a flat shape with four straight sides © Squares and 
rectangles are forms of quadrangles. 


quadrant /'kwa-drant/ n[C] mathematics one 
of four rectangular areas that a COORDINATE 
PLANE (= area with vertical and horizontal mea- 
sures) is divided into 


quadratic equation /kwa'dret-1k 1'kwer- 
3an/ n[C] algebra an EQUATION (= mathematica! 
statement) that includes an unknown value mul- 
tiplied by itself only once, and does not include an 
unknown value multiplied by itself more than 
once; an equation that can be expressed as 
(ax?+bx+c=0), when “a” does not equal zero 


quadrilateral /,kwa-dra'lzt-aral/ n [C] ge- 
ometry a flat shape with four straight sides 


quadriplegic /,kwad-ra'pli:-d3ik/ n [C] a per- 
son who is permanently unable to move any of his 
or her arms or legs © The riding accident injured his 
spine and left him a quadriplegic. 


quadruped /‘kwad-ra,ped/ n [C] biology any 
animal that has four feet © Horses and dogs are 
quadrupeds. 


quadruple /kwa'dru:-pal, -'drap-al/ v [I/T] to 
become or make something four times greater © 
[|] The number of students at the college quadrupled 
in the last ten years. 
quadruple /kwa'dru:-pal, -'drap-al/ adj [not 
gradable] consisting of four parts, or four times 
greater in amount, number, or size O My father had 
quadruple bypass heart surgery. 


quadruplet /kwa'dru:-plat, -'drap-lat/, short 
form quad /kwad/ n [C] any of four children who 
are born to the same mother at the same time 


quagmire /‘kwzg-marr, 'kwag-/ n [C] a situa- 
tion that can easily trap you so that you become 
involved with problems from which it is difficult to 
escape O When | tried to get my tax situation 
straightened out with the government, | ran into a 
bureaucratic quagmire. 


quail /kweil/ n [C/U] a small brown bird with a 
short tail, sometimes hunted as a sport and eaten 
as a food 


quaint /kweint/ adj [-er/-est only] attractive be- 
cause of being unusual and esp. old-fashioned © 
In Spain, we visited a cobblestone plaza with quaint 
little cafés around its perimeter. 


quake SHAKE /kwerk/ v[I] to shake, esp. because 
you are frightened © He quaked with fear at the 
thought. 


EARTH MOVEMENT /kwerk/ n [C] short form of 
EARTHQUAKE 


Quaker /'‘kwer-kar/ n [C] a member of a Chris- 
tian group called the Society of Friends, which be- 
lieves that a person can experience God directly 
and which does not have formal ceremonies or 
ministers, and whose meetings often include pe- 
riods of silence 


qualification SKILL /,kwal-a-fa'ker-fan/ n [C 
usually pl] 1 knowledge, skill, or some other char- 
acteristic that gives a person the ability or the right 
to do or have something © | assume my qualifica- 
tions for the job will be considered along with theirs. 
2 A qualification is also a level of skill or ability that 
you have to achieve to be allowed to do some- 
thing: Passing the advanced Red Cross life-saving 
course is a qualification for all our lifeguards. 


LIMITATION /,kwal-a-fa'ker:fan/ n [C/U] the act of 
limiting the use or range of a statement you make, 
or a particular limitation to a statement © [U] | can 
recommend Helen Hefferman for this position with- 
out qualification. 


qualify REACH A STANDARD /‘kwal:9 fat/ v [I/T] 
T to achieve or have the standard of skill, knowl- 
edge, or ability that is necessary for doing or being 
something, or to cause someone to reach that 
standard © [+ to infinitive] She was qualified to 
teach high school mathematics and physics. © [I] 
Derrick won his tennis match and qualified for the 
semifinals. © [|] James hopes to qualify as a nurse 
practitioner. 2 To qualify is also to have the legal 
right to have or do something: [I] She doesn’t qual- 
ify for maternity leave because she hasn't worked 
there long enough. 
qualified /'kwal-a ,faid/ adj © She was extraordi- 
narily well qualified to run the State Department. 


LIMIT /'kwal-a,fat/ v [T] to limit the strength or 
meaning of a statement © The press secretary later 
qualified the president’s remarks by saying he hadn't 
been aware of all of the facts. 


WORD FAMILY qualify 
Nouns 


qualification 
disqualification 


Verbs qualify 
disqualify 


Adjectives qualified 
unqualified 


qualitative © /‘kwal-a,tert-1v/ adj relating to 
the quality of an experience or situation rather 
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than to facts that can be measured © There’s a qual- 
itative difference between seeing a live performance 
in a theater and watching a movie. 

qualitatively © /,kwal-a'tert-1v-li/ adv o Com- 
pare QUANTITATIVE 


quality EXCELLENCE /'kwal-at-i/ n[U] 1 the de- 
gree of excellence of something, often a high 
degree of it © Our company guarantees the quality 
of our merchandise. 2 Quality often refers to how 
good or bad something is: The fabric was of the 
highest quality. 
quality /'kwal-at-i/ adj © This is a quality product 
(= an excellent product). 

CHARACTERISTIC /'kwal-at-i/ n [C] a characteristic 
or feature of someone or something © We’re look- 
ing for someone who loves children and has the qual- 
ities of a good teacher. 


quality of life n [U] the level of satisfaction 
and comfort that a person or group enjoys © Our 
quality of life improved tremendously once we fin- 
ished paying for our kid’s college education. 


qualm /kwam, kwalm/ n [C usually pl] an un- 
comfortable feeling of doubt about whether you 
are doing the right thing © Unfortunately, he said, 
there are people who have no qualms about bringing 
in replacement workers for strikers. 


quandary /'kwan-dri/ n[C usually sing] a state 
of not being able to decide what to do about a 
situation in which you are involved © I’ve had two 
job offers, and I’m in a real quandary about/over 
which one to accept. 


quantify /‘kwant:a,far/ v [T] to measure or 
judge the amount or number of something © It’s 
difficult to quantify how many people will have to pay 
higher taxes. 
quantifier /'kwant-9,fal-ar/ n [C] grammar a 
word or phrase that is used before a noun to show 
the amount of it that is being considered © 
“Some,” “many,” “a lot of,” and “a few” are ex- 
amples of quantifiers used in English. 


quantitative /'kwant-a,teit-1v/ adj relating to 
an amount that can be measured © Our employees 
receive a quantitative rating based on the dollar 
value of their sales. 0 Compare QUALITATIVE 


quantity /‘kwant-at-i/ n [C/U] the amount or 
number of something, or a particular amount or 
number © [C] a large/small quantity O [C] She 
served each of us a vast quantity of spaghetti. 


quantum /‘kwant-am/ n [C] p! quanta physics 
the smallest amount of energy that can be 
measured 


quantum leap /‘kwant-am'li:p/, quantum 
jump /'kwant-am'd3amp/ n [C] a great improve- 
ment or important advance in something © /t was 
a revolutionary generation of computers that was a 
quantum leap beyond anything on the market. 


quarantine /‘kwar-an ,ti:n, 'kwo:r-/ n[U] a pe- 
riod of time during which a person or animal that 
might have a disease is kept away from other peo- 
ple or animals so that the disease cannot spread © 
The horse had to spend several months in quarantine 
when it reached this country. 


quarantine /‘kwar-an tin, ‘kwoir-/ v [T] © He 
was quarantined with mumps, which is highly 
contagious. 


quark /kwark, kwo:rk/ n [C] physics one of the 
most basic forms of matter that make up atoms 


quarrel /‘kwar-al, 'kwo:r-/ n [C] an angry dis- 
agreement between people, groups, or countries 
0 A big family quarrel left Judith and me in tears. 
quarrel /'kwar-al, 'kwa:r-/ v [I] 1 We often heard 
our neighbors quarreling about/over money. 2 If you 
quarrel with facts or judgments, you do not accept 
them as true: While we may quarrel with his conclu- 
sions, there is no reason to doubt his sincerity. 


quarry PLACE /'kwar:i, 'kwair-i/ n [C] a large 
hole in the ground that workers dig in order to use 
the stone and sand for building material 
quarry /'kwar-i, 'kwa:r-i/ v [T] © The gray lime- 
stone in this area was once quarried for use in bridges 
and buildings. 

PERSON/ANIMAL /'kwar-i, 'kwo:r-i/ n[U] a person, 
animal, or group being hunted or looked for © Us- 
ing video cameras can be tricky for researchers trying 
to blend in with their quarry. 


quart /kwoa:rt/, abbreviation qt. n[C] a unit of mea- 
surement of volume equal to 2 PINTS or about 0.95 
liter 


quarter FOURTH PART /'kwo:rt-ar/ n[C] 1 one 
of four equal or almost equal parts of something 
© My house is one and three-quarter miles/a mile and 
three-quarters from here. 2 A quarter of/to the hour 
means 15 minutes before the stated hour: It’s a 
quarter to three. 3 A quarter past/after the hour 
means 15 minutes after the stated hour: /‘// meet 
you at a quarter past five. 4 A quarter is one of four 
equal or nearly equal periods of time into which 
an activity is divided: Many universities divide the 
school year into quarters rather than two semesters. 
quarter /'kwoairt-ar/ v [T] to divide something 
into four pieces of approximately the same size © 
Peel and quarter the tomatoes and put them in the 
stew. 
quarterly /'kwoa:rt-ar-li/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
(happening) four times a year © a quarterly journal 
© It’s published quarterly. 
quarterly /‘kwoirt-ar-li/ n [C] a magazine that is 
published four times a year 

MONEY /'kwo:rt-ar/ n [C] in the US and Canada, a 
coin worth 25 cents 


AREA /'kwoirt-ar/ n [C] an area of a city or place 
having a special history or character O We stayed 
in the French Quarter in New Orleans. 


WORD FAMILY quarter 


Nouns quarter 
quarters 
quarterly 


Adjectives quarterly 
Verbs 
Adverbs 


quarter 


quarterly 


quarterback /‘kwo:rt-ar baek/ n [C] (in foot- 
ball) the player who receives the ball at the start 
of every play and tries to move it along the field 
by carrying it or throwing or handing it to other 
members of the team 


ze bat | ahot | ar bite | au house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | vu put | u: rude | a cut | 9 alone 


767 queue 


quarterfinal /‘kwo:rt-ar fain-*l/ n [C] any of 

the four games in a competition that decides 
which players or teams will play in the two 
SEMIFINALS 


quarter note n [C] music a note that is typi- 
cally equal to one beat > Picture: notation 


quarters /'kwo:rt-arz/ p! na place where some- 
one lives or has a business © In 1998 he moved his 
company to larger quarters on State Street. 


quartet /kwo:r'tet/ n [C] four people who sing 
or play musical instruments together, or a piece of 
music written for four people © A string quartet was 
playing Mozart. © Compare DUET; QUINTET; TRIO 


quartz /‘kwo:rts/ n [U] a MINERAL (= hard sub- 

stance formed naturally in the ground) used in 
making electronic equipment and watches and 
clocks 


quash /kwaj/ v [T] to stop or block something 
from happening © The Secretary of Defense tried to 
quash speculation that he was planning to resign fol- 
lowing the disastrous military defeat. 


quasi- /,kwei zai, ,kwaz-i:/ prefix to a degree, but 
not completely © Do companies need to be quasi- 
monopolies to survive in this new global economy? 


quaver /‘kweti-var/ v [I] (of a person’s voice) to 

sound nervous, esp. because of emotion © Her 
voice quavered for moment before she gained 
control. 


quay /ki:, kei, kwei/ n [C] a long, usually stone 
structure beside water, where boats can be tied up 
and their goods can be loaded or unloaded 


queasy /‘kwi::zi/ adj feeling as if you are going 
to vomit © I’m a little queasy this morning. 


queen /kwi:n/ n [(C] 1 a woman who rules a 
country because she has been born into a family 
which by tradition or law has the right to rule, or 
the title given to such a woman © Queen Elizabeth 
I! 2 A queen is also a woman who is considered to 
be the best in some way: the reigning queen of 
crime writers © a beauty queen 3 In the game of 
CHESS, the queen is the most powerful piece on 
the board. 4 A queen is also a playing card with a 
picture of a queen on it: the queen of hearts 5 Ina 
group of insects, a queen is a large female that 
produces eggs: a queen bee 


queen-sized, queen-size adj [not gradable] 
larger than the ordinary size, but not the largest 
size © a queen-sized bed © Compare KING-SIZED 


queer /kwir/ adj [-er/-est only] dated unusual or 
strange O She had a queer expression on her face. 


quell /kwel/ v [T] 1 to completely stop or end 
something © The police were called in to quell the 
riot. 2 If you quell doubts, fears, etc., you calm 
them: He’s been unable to quell his wife’s suspicions. 


quench /kwent{/ v [T] to satisfy a need to drink 
by drinking liquid, or to stop fire from burning © 
We quenched our thirst at a mountain spring. © 
Heavy rains quenched the fire. 


query /‘kwir-i, 'kwer-i/ n [C] a question, often 
one expressing doubt about something or looking 
for information 
query /‘kwir-i, 'kwer-i/ v [T] © Lawyers queried 
Ann about what she wore that day. 


quest /kwest/ n [C] a long search for something 
that is difficult to find © a quest for the meaning of 
life 


questiOn SOMETHING ASKED /‘kwes-tfan/ n 
[C] a word or words used to find out information 
© May I ask you a personal question? © Our help line 
will answer your questions about patient care. 
question /'kwes-tfan/ v[T] 1 Mom’s always ques- 
tioning me about my friends. O The police questioned 
several men about the burglary. 2 \f you question 
something, you express doubt or uncertainty 
about it: [+ question word] The book questions 
whether people today are better off than their par- 
ents were. 
questionable /‘kwes-tfa-na-bal/ adj not cer- 
tain, or probably wrong in some way © [+ question 
word] It is questionable whether that investment will 
pay off. © His comments were in questionable taste. 
questioner /'kwes-tja-nar/ n [C] a person who 
asks a question 


USAGE - ing eT 
question 

Remember to use the verb ask with the noun 
question. 


We weren’t allowed to ask any questions. 


We-werert-allowed-to-make-any-questions: 


PROBLEM /'kwes-tfan/ n [C/U] 1 a matter to be 
dealt with or discussed, or a problem to be solved 
©[C] Your article raises the question of human rights. 
 [C] It’s simply a question of getting your priorities 
straight. © [C] The question is, are they telling the 
truth? © [U] | was at home on the night in question. 
2 In an exam, a question is a problem that tests a 
person’s knowledge: [C] Answer as many questions 
as you can. 


DOUBT /'kwes:tfan/ n [U] doubt or uncertainty 0 
He’s competent — there’s no question about that. © 
Her loyalty is beyond question. 


WORD FAMILY question 


Nouns question Adjectives questionable 
questioner unquestioned 
Verbs question unquestionable 


Adverbs unquestionably 


question mark n [C] a symbol (?) used in 
writing at the end of a word or group of words to 
show that it is a question 


questionnaire / kwes-tfa'ner, -'naer/ n [C] a 
written list of questions that people are asked so 
that information can be collected 


queue /kju:/ n[C] esp. Bra line of people or things 
waiting for something © There was a long queue for 
tickets at the theater. 
queue /kju:/ v [I] © Fans queued up to buy tickets. 
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quibble 


QU SS ama 


quibble /‘kwib-al/ v [I] to argue or complain 
about small and unimportant details © The issue is 
too important to quibble over. 
quibble /'kwib-al/ n [C] 0 My only quibble with 
the movie is that it’s too long. 


quiche /ki:{/ n [C/U] an open pastry filled with a 
mixture of eggs, cheese, and other foods © [C] a 
spinach quiche 


quick /kwik/ adj [-er/-est only] done, happening, 
or moving fast; lasting only a short time © She cast 
a quick glance in the mirror. © You're back already — 
that was quick! © He made a quick profit. © [+ to 
infinitive] John was quick to point out the error. 
quick /kwik/ adv not standard © We bought it quick, 
before someone else could. 
quick /kwik/ exclamation © Quick! Close the door 
before the dog gets out! 
quicken /'kwik-an/ v [I/T] to become or make 
faster or more active © [I] His pulse quickened when 
he saw her. 0 [T] Computers have quickened the pace 
of communications. 
quickly /'kwik-li/ adv © Emergency workers were 
on the scene quickly. 
quickness /'kwik-nas/ n [U] © She moves with 
quickness, balance, and grace. 


WORD CHOICES quick summit teh 54 


A very common alternative is fast. 


| tried to catch him, but he was too fast for 
me. 


If something is done quickly, without waiting, 
you can use the adjectives prompt, speedy, or 
swift. 

A prompt reply would be very much 

appreciated. 

He made a speedy recovery. 

His plea for aid resulted in a swift response. 
If something is done too quickly, without think- 
ing carefully, the adjectives hasty and hurried 
are often used. 

| don’t want to make a hasty decision. 

We left early after a hurried breakfast. 
A quick walk is often described as brisk. 

We took a brisk walk through the park. 


The adjective rapid is often used to describe 
quick growth or change. 
The 1990s were a period of rapid growth. 


quick fix n [C] an easy but temporary solution 
to a problem © Managers are looking for a quick fix. 


quicksand /‘kwik-szend/ n [U] a mass of wet 
sand into which people and objects can sink 


quick-witted adj [not gradable] able to react 
quickly and skillfully 


quid pro quo /,kwid ,prou'kwou/ n[C] p/quid 
pro quos something that is given or received in 
return for something else O Contributors expect a 
quid pro quo for their donations. 


quiet NO NOISE /'kwar-at/ adj 1 making very lit- 
tle or no noise © Our new dishwasher is very quiet. 
O Be quiet (= Stop making noise)! 2 A quiet person 
is one who does not talk much: a shy, quiet child 


quiet /'kwar-at/ v [I/T] © [T] He quieted the crowd 
by raising his hand. © [1] After a great deal of crying, 
the baby quieted down. © [M] | tried to quiet him 
down. 

quietly /‘kwar-at-li/ adv © “It’s time,” he said 
quietly. 

quiet /‘kwat-at/ n [U] © Let’s have some quiet in 
here! 

quietness /'kwai-at-nas/ n[U] © | need sustained 
quietness to write. 


CONFUSABLES Pa 
quiet or quite? 


) Sal 


Be careful, these two words look similar, but 
they are spelled differently and have com- 
pletely different meanings. 
Quiet means “making little or no noise.” 
The house was very quiet without the children 
around. 
The4 ae beset 
around: 
Quite is used in combination with “not” or fol- 
lowed by nouns. See the entry about it for 
examples. 


WORD CHOICES quiet = 


If there is no noise or sound at all, the word 
silent is often used. 
The stadium fell silent after the goal was 
scored. 
Voices or sounds which are quiet can be de- 
scribed as soft. 
“Come here!” he said in a soft voice. 
The restaurant had nice soft music playing in 
the background. 
If a sound is quiet and not clear you could de- 
scribe it as muffled. 
! could hear muffled voices from the next 
room. 
If a sound is so quiet you can only just hear it, 
the adjective faint can be used. 
There was the faint sound of traffic in the 
distance. 
Hushed is usually used when people are quiet 
because they are afraid that someone might 
hear them or because they are waiting for 
something important to happen. 
The judge delivered his decision to a crowded 
but hushed courtroom. 
Quiet places where not much happens can be 
described as peaceful, sleepy, or tranquil. 
He needed a peaceful place to write his novels. 
They retired to a sleepy little village. 
The hotel is in a tranquil rural setting. 
A person who is quiet and does not often talk 
very much can be described as taciturn. 
Her father was a shy, taciturn man. 


NO ACTIVITY /'kwat-at/ adj [-er/-est only] without 
much activity or many people © a quiet neighbor- 
hood © a quiet candlelit dinner 


a bat | ahot | at bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


Qur’an 


quiet /'kwar-at/ n [U] © After a hard day at work, 
all she wanted was some peace and quiet. 
quietly /'kwar-at-li/ adv without attracting atten- 
tion © The airline quietly increased fares by 10 
percent. 


WORD FAMILY quiet 


Nouns quiet 
quietness 


Adjectives quiet 
disquieting 


Verbs quiet Adverbs quietly 


quill /kwil/ n[C] a long, sharp point on a POR- 
CUPINE, or a large feather with the end cut to a 
sharp point that was used, esp. in the past, as a 
pen 


quilt /kwilt/ n [C] a covering for a bed, made of 
two layers of cloth with a layer of soft filling be- 
tween them, and stitched in lines or patterns 
through all the layers © a patchwork quilt 
quilted /'kwil-tad/ adj © a quilted coat 


quintessential /kwint-a'sen-tfal/ adj [not 
gradable] representing the most perfect or most 
typical example of something © a quintessential 
small town © a quintessential athlete 
quintessentially /,kwint-a'sen-tfa-li/ adv [not 
gradable] © She is quintessentially American. 


quintet /kwin'tet/ n [C] a group of five people 
who sing or play musical instruments together, or 
a piece of music written for five people Oo Compare 
DUET; QUARTET; TRIO 


quintuplet /kwin'tap-let, -'tu:-plat/ n [C] any 
of five children born at the same time to the same 
mother © Compare QUADRUPLET; TRIPLET; TWIN 


quip /kwip/ n [C] a quick, intelligent, and often 
amusing remark 
quip /kwip/ v [T] -pp- © The piano mover quipped, 
“Of course | love piano — | picked it up as a child!” 


quirk /kwark/ n [C] an unusual habit or type of 
behavior, or something that is strange and unex- 
pected © a personality quirk © It’s just one of the 
quirks of living there. 
quirky /'kwar-ki/ adj [-er/-est only] © a quirky, off- 
beat sense of humor 


quit /kwit/ v[I/T] quitting, past quit to leave a job 
or a place, or to stop doing something © [I] Her 
assistant quit without an explanation. © [T] | quit 
working to be at home with the kids. © [T] Quit wor- 
rying about him — he'll be fine! 


quite VERY /kwait/ adv [not gradable] 1 to a 
large degree © School is quite different from what it 
once was. 2 Quite a is used before some nouns to 
emphasize the large number, amount, or size of 
the subject referred to: We’ve had quite a lot of rain 
this year. O There were quite a few (= a lot) of people 
waiting in line. © She had quite a bit (=a lot) to say 
to him when he finally showed up. © | hadn't seen 
Rebecca in quite a while (= for a long time). > Con- 
fusables: quiet or quite? at QUIET NO NOISE 


COMPLETELY /kwait/ adv [not gradable] com- 
pletely © Quite frankly, the thought of performing 


terrifies me. © I’m not quite done yet. © I’m not quite 
sure | understand. 


REALLY /kwait/ adv [not gradable] really or truly © 
Winning this contest was quite an accomplishment. 
© It was quite a remarkable speech. 


quiver /‘kww-ar/ v [I] to shake slightly; TREMBLE 
© The dog quivered with fear. 
quiver /'kwiv-ar/ n [C] © A quiver of excitement 
ran through the crowd. 


quixotic /kwik'sat-1k/ adj literature having in- 
tentions or ideas that are admirable but not prac- 
tical © Many think these attempts to make lawyers 
behave are quixotic. 


quiz /kwiz/ n[C] a short, informal test 0 We had 
a history quiz today. 
quiz /kwiz/ v[T] -zz- © Reporters quizzed the jurors 
about their verdict. 


quizzical /'kwiz-1-kal/ adj expressing slight un- 
certainty or amusement © a quizzical look/smile 


quorum /'kwo:r-am, 'kwour-/ n[C] the number 
of members who must be present at a meeting in 
order for decisions to be officially made 


quota /'kwout:a/ n [C] a number, amount, or 
share that is officially allowed or necessary © A bill 
before Congress would impose import quotas that 
might save 3700 jobs. 


quotation mark, quote /kwout/ n[C usually 
pl] grammar either of a pair of symbols (” ”) used 
in writing before and after a word or group of 
words to show that they are spoken or that some- 
one else originally wrote them 


quote © SAY /kwout/ v [I/T] 1 to repeat words 
that someone else has said or written © [T] She 
quoted him as saying he couldn’t care less. © [|] He 
illustrated by quoting from Winston Churchill's 
speech. 2 lf you quote a fact or example, you refer 
to it to provide proof of something: [T] The judge 
quoted several cases to support his opinion. 3 You 
say quote or quote, unquote to show you are re- 
peating the words of someone else: He hailed the 
performance as, quote, an extraordinary achieve- 
ment. © She moved to New York City knowing that 
that’s where she had to live to, quote, unquote, make 
it in the music world. 
quotation © /kwou'ter-Jan/, quote /kwout/ n 
[C] literature a group of words from a book, play, 
speech, etc., that are repeated by someone who 
did not write them © A quotation from Shakespeare 
prefaces the novel. 

STATE A PRICE /kwout/ v [T] to state a price or 
amount that something will cost © The roofer 
quoted $3000 to fix the roof. 
quotation /kwou'ter: fan/, quote /kwout/ n [C] 
© He called back to say the price quotes were “not 
accurate.” 


quotient /'kwou: fant/ n[C] 1 the degree, rate, 
or amount of something © King had a full quotient 
of faults. 2 mathematics A quotient is also the re- 
sult you get when you divide one number by 
another. 


Qur'an /ka'ren, -'ran/ n [U] the KORAN 
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Rr 


R LETTER, r /ar/ n [C] p! R’s, Rs, r’s, rs the 18th 
letter of the English alphabet 

MOVIE adj [not gradable] abbreviation for RESTRICTED 
O USAGE: Used in the US for movies that people 
under the age of 17 will not be allowed in to see 
except if they are with an adult. © Compare G 
MOVIE; NC-17; PG 


rabbi /‘reb-a1/ n [C] (the title of) a Jewish reli- 
gious leader or a teacher of Jewish law 


rabbit /'rzb-at/ n [C] a small animal with long 
ears and a short tail, that lives in holes in the 
ground 


rabble /'reb-al/ n [U] disapproving the mass of 
people who are ordinary, unimportant, and poor, 
and sometimes threatening 


rabble-rouser /'rb-al ,rau-zar/ n[C] a person 
who excites others to anger, hate, or violence 


rabid /'rab-ad, 're1-bed/ adj 1 having RABIES (= 
serious disease of the nervous system) 2 A person 
who is described as rabid is extremely enthusiastic 
or has extreme feelings or opinions: rabid fans of 
baseball 0 rabid anticommunists 


rabies /‘rer-bi:z/ n [U] a disease of the nervous 
system of animals that can be spread to humans, 
usually by a bite of an infected animal, and that 
causes death if not treated quickly 


raccoon /re'ku:n/ n[C] a North American ani- 
mal whose fur is mainly gray and brown, but black 
around the eyes, and with a thick tail 


race COMPETITION /reis/ n [C] 1 a competition 
between people or animals to see who can get 
from the starting place to the finish before all the 
others © a horse race 0 She won the 100-meter race 
in 11.06 seconds. 2 fig. A race is also an urgent 
effort: [+ to infinitive] /t was a race against time to 
get the project finished by Friday’s deadline. 3 poli- 
tics & government A race is also a competition to 
be elected to a political position: The governor of 
California plans to enter the presidential race. 
race /reis/ v [I/T] 1 to compete in a race or runa 
race with someone © [I/T] He’s been racing (cars) 
for over ten years. 2 fig. To race is also to move fast 
or to happen quickly: [I always + adv/prep] The 
boys came racing across the playground. © [I always 
+ adv/prep] Last summer seemed to race by. 
racer /‘rer-sar/ n [C] © The average racer com- 
pleted the race in 13 hours last year. 
racing /‘ret-stn/ n [U] © thoroughbred/harness 
racing 
PEOPLE /reis/ n [C/U] any group into which hu- 
mans can be divided according to their shared 
physical or GENETIC characteristics © [U] Discrimi- 
nation because of race is against the law. 
racial /‘rei-fal/ adj [not gradable] of or involving 
a particular race or different races © racial discrim- 
ination/equality 


racially /'rer- Ja-li/ adv [not gradable] © They lived 
in a racially mixed neighborhood. 

racism /'rer,siz:am/ n [U] social studies the be- 
lief that some races are better than others, or the 
unfair treatment of someone because of his or her 
race 

racist /'rer-sast/ n [C] social studies a person 
who believes that some races are better than oth- 
ers, or who acts unfairly to someone because of his 
or her race 

racist /'ret-sast/ adj © a racist society 


WORD FAMILY race — 


Nouns race Adjectives racial 
racism multiracial 
racist racist 


Adverbs racially 
racehorse /'reis:ho:rs/ n[C] a horse that is bred 
and trained for racing 


racetrack /'reis-traek/ n [C] a usually oval path 
on which esp. horses or cars compete 


rack FRAME /rek/ n[C] a frame, often with bars 
or hooks, for holding or hanging things © a bike 
rack © a towel rack 

CAUSE PAIN /rzek/ v [T] to cause someone great 
physical or mental pain © Even near the end, when 
cancer racked his body, he remained hopeful. 


IDIOM with rack 


erack your brain to try very hard to think of or 
remember something © I’ve been racking my brain 
all day trying to remember her name. 


PHRASAL VERB with rack 


erack up something [M] infm/ to obtain or achieve 
something, or to score goals or points © The airline 
was racking up losses of $1.5 million a day. © Miller 
racked up 28 points in the first half, and kept racking 
them up in the second. 


racket SPORTS, racquet /'reek-at/ n[C] an object 
consisting of a net fixed tightly to an oval frame 
with a long handle, used in various sports for hit- 
ting a ball © a tennis/squash racket 

NOISE /'rzek-at/ n [U] infmi a loud, annoying noise 
© Who's making such a racket? 

ILLEGAL ACTIVITY /'rzk-at/ n [C] infmi a dishonest 
or illegal activity that makes money 
racketeer /,reek-a'tir/ n[C] a person who makes 
money through dishonest or illegal activities 
racketeering /,rek-a'tir-tn/ n (U] 


racquetball /‘rek-at ,b>:I/ n[U] a game played 
in an enclosed playing area between two or four 
people who use RACKETS to hit a small rubber ball 
against a wall 


racy /'re1-si/ adj[-er/-est only] causing slight shock 
because sex is mentioned or suggested © a racy 
story 
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raft 


radar /'rei-dar/ n [C/U] a device or system for 

finding the position or speed of objects, such as 
aircraft, that cannot be seen, by measuring the di- 
rection and timing of short radio waves that are 
sent out and reflect back from the objects 


radial (tire) /‘rerd-i:-al (‘tarr)/ n[C] a tire that 
has cords arranged across the edge of the wheel 
at an angle of 90 © Radials make a vehicle easier to 
control on wet surfaces. 


radian n [C] geometry the measure of an angle 
at the center of a circle opposite an ARC (= part of 
the edge of a circle) that is the same length as the 
RADIUS (= line from the center to the edge of the 
circle) 


radiant energy n(U] physics ENERGY POWER 
such as heat, light, and sound in the continuous 
repeating pattern of WAVES ENERGY FORM 


radiate SEND OUT HEAT/LIGHT /‘reid-i: ,e1t/ v 
[1/T] to send out heat or light, or (of heat or light) 
to be sent out © [T] The little stove radiated a sur- 
prising amount of heat. 
radiant /'rerd-i:-ant/ adj © Plants absorb radiant 
energy from sunlight. 
radiance /'reid-i:-ans/ n [U] © We basked in the 
radiance of the afternoon sun. 
radiation /,rerd-i: 'e1- fan/ n[U] (the sending out 
of) heat, light, or energy in waves © solar radiation 

EXPRESS /'reid-i: ,e1t/ v [I/T] to express strongly an 
emotion or quality, or of an emotion or quality to 
be expressed strongly by someone 0 [T] He simply 
radiates integrity. 
radiant /'retd-i:-ant/ adj expressing great hap- 
piness, hope, or beauty © The bride looked radiant 
on her wedding day. 
radiance /'reid-i:-ans/ n [U] 

SPREAD /'retd-i:,eit/ v [| always + adv/prep] to 
spread out from a central point O The major ave- 
nues of the city all radiate from this point. 


radiation / reid-i: ‘er: fan/ n(U] physics energy 
in the form of WAVES or PARTICLES (= any of the 
smallest pieces of matter that make up atoms) © 
Residents argued that electromagnetic radiation 
emitted by the radar towers might pose a health 
hazard. 


radiator /‘reid-i: ,eft-ar/ n [C] 1 a device for 
heating rooms in buildings, consisting of a series 
of pipes through which steam or hot water passes 
2 In a motor vehicle, a radiator is a device for cool- 
ing the engine. 


radical © SUPPORTING CHANGE /‘rzd-1-kal/ 
adj believing or expressing the belief that there 
should be great or extreme social, economic, or 
political change © White’s political orientation was 
decidedly liberal, but hardly radical. 

Bilical ie /'reed-1-kal/ n [C] a person who sup- 
ports great social, economic, or political change 
EXTREME /‘rzed-1-kal/ adj causing or being an ex- 
ample of great change; extreme © During bad eco- 
nomic times, radical steps may be necessary to 

restore the confidence of the consumer. 
radically @ /'reed-1-ka-li/ adv © Her views are not 
radically different from my own. 


radii /‘reid-i: iai/ pl of RADIUS 


radio /'reid-i: ou/ n [C/U] plradios 1 a device for 
receiving, and sometimes broadcasting, sound 
messages, or the receiving or sending of sound 
messages © [C] / listen to the radio in the morning 
to get the weather report. 2 Radio is also the work 
of broadcasting sound programs for the public to 
listen to. 3 physics Radio WAVES are the energy 
waves of a certain length that are used in radio 
broadcasts. 

radio /'reid-i: ,ou/ v [I/T] pres. part. radioing, past 
radioed to send a message to someone by radio © 
[\/T] They radioed (their base) for help. 


radioactive /,reid-i:-ou'ak-tiv/ adj physics 
Possessing or producing energy from the breaking 
up of atoms, or resulting from the production of 
such energy © radioactive waste 
radioactivity /,reid-i: ou-aek'tiv-at-i/ n [U] 
physics 


radiocarbon dating /,retd-i:-ou'kar-ban 
‘deit-1n/ n [U] science CARBON DATING 


radioisotope /reid-i:-ou'ar-sa,toup/ n [C] 
chemistry, physics an ISOTOPE that gives off RA- 
DIATION (= form of energy) 


radiology /,reid-i:'al-a-d3i/ n [U] the scientific 
study of the medical use of RADIATION (= type of 
energy), esp. X-RAYS 

radiologist /,reid-i:'al-a-dzast/ n [C] a doctor 
who specializes in the medical use of RADIATION, 
esp. X-RAYS 


radiotherapy /,reid-i:-ou'der-a-pi/ n [U] the 
use of controlled amounts of RADIATION (= type of 
energy), aimed at a particular part of the body, to 
treat disease 


radish /'reed-1{/ n[C] a small, red or white vege- 
table that grows as a root and is eaten raw, esp. in 
salads 


radium /‘red-i:-am/ n [U] a chemical element 
that is RADIOACTIVE (= producing energy from the 
breaking up of atoms) 


radius /'reid-i:-as/ n [C] p! radii geometry (the 
length of) a straight line from the center of a circle 
to its edge O The supermarket, shopping mall, and 
school are all within a one-mile radius of the house 
(= are all less than a mile away from it). > Picture: 
circle 


radon /‘rei-dan/ n [U] a colorless RADIOACTIVE 
gas that is formed when RADIUM (= a chemical 
element) and some other substances break down 


raffle /'‘rzf-al/n[C]a system of selling numbered 
tickets and then giving prizes to those people 
whose numbers are chosen by chance 


PHRASAL VERB with raffle 


eraffle off something [M] to sell chances to win 
something © Players signed footballs, which were 
raffled off along with a mink coat. 


raft FLOATING STRUCTURE /rzft/ n [C] 1 a flat, 
floating structure made of pieces of wood tied to- 
gether, often attached to the bottom of a river or 
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lake for use when swimming 2 A raft is also a small 
rubber or plastic boat that can be filled with air. 
rafting /'reef-trn/ n [U] the use of a rubber raft to 
travel with the current of a river, esp. as a sport © 
The camp offered bicycle tours, river rafting, fishing, 
and hiking. 

ALOT /rzft/ n [C] a large number or collection; a 
lot 0 We’ve identified a whole raft of problems af- 
fecting traffic flow. 


rafter /‘ref-tar/ n[C] any of the large, specially 
shaped pieces of wood that support a roof 


rag /reg/ n[C] a piece of usually old, torn cloth 
O | use these rags for cleaning. © They were dressed 
in rags (= in old, torn pieces of clothing). 


rag doll n[C] a child’s DOLL (= toy in the shape 
of a person) made of cloth filled with a soft 
material 


rage /reid3/ n [C/U] extreme or violent anger, or 
a period of feeling such anger © [C] / had never 
seen him in such a rage before. 
rage /re1d3/ v [I always + adv/prep] 1 He raged at 
me for sending the letter out before he had seen it. 
2 If something destructive rages, it happens in a 
way that cannot be controlled: The fire broke out 
and raged for four days, destroying most of the old 
city. 


ragged IN BAD CONDITION /'rzg-ad/ adj (of 
clothes) torn and usually in bad condition from too 
much use, or (of people) wearing clothes in this 
condition © A group of ragged children appeared, 
begging for coins. 


UNEVEN /'rzeg-ad/ adj not straight or even © His 
scalp had a ragged gash. 


rags-to-riches adj [not gradable] involving a 
change from being poor to becoming rich © her 
rags-to-riches success story 


ragtag /'reg-teg/ adj consisting of parts or 
pieces that are in no particular order or system © 
They put together a ragtag team for a third of the 
cost of the Yankees and they won it all. 


ragtime /'reg-taim/ n[U] a type of popular mu- 
sic, developed about 1900, with a strong beat 


raid /reid/ n[C] 1 a planned attack by a military 
group that is done suddenly and unexpectedly 
and is intended to destroy or damage something 
© an air raid © a bombing raid 2 A raid is also a 
planned but sudden and unexpected entering of 
a place by the police in order to search for some- 
thing or to stop an illegal activity. 
raid /reid/ v [T] 1 to enter a place suddenly and 
unexpectedly in order to search for something or 
to stop an illegal activity © The FBI said it had no 
plans to raid the suspect’s farm. 2 To raid is also to 
unfairly or secretly take something for your own 
use or benefit: The movie company was accused of 
raiding talent from other studios. 


rail TRAINS /retl/ n [C/U] 1 one of the two metal 
bars fixed to the ground on which trains travel 2 
Rail also means railroad: [U] rail transportation © [U] 
Commuter rail and subway lines will be linked. 


ROD /reil/ n[C] a straight bar or rod fixed in posi- 
tion, esp. to a wall or to vertical posts, used to 
enclose something or as a support © The car 
swerved out of control and crashed through a guard 
rail on the bridge. 

COMPLAIN /reil/ v [I always + adv/prep] to com- 
plain angrily © He railed against the injustices of the 
system. 


railing /‘rei-lin/ n [C] a type of fence made of 
one of more usually metal or wooden bars at- 
tached to posts, often along the edge of a path or 
at the side of stairs for safety and to provide sup- 
port © The iron railing at the edge of the boardwalk 
was some six feet above the beach. 


railroad TRANSPORTATION /'reil-roud/, railway 
/'retl-wei/ n [C] a system of transportation using 
special vehicles whose wheels turn on metal bars 
fixed to the ground, or a particular company using 
such a system © railroad tracks © a railroad station 
© the Pennsylvania Railroad 


FORCE /'re1l-roud/ v [T always + adv/prep] to force 
something to happen or force someone to do 
something, esp. quickly and unfairly © We feel our 
client was railroaded into pleading guilty. 


rain /rein/ n [U] drops of water that fall from 
clouds © It looks like rain (= as if rain is going to 
fall). 

rain /rein/ v [!] 1 /t’s raining hard (= heavily). © 
The tennis match was rained out (= stopped be- 
cause of rain). 2 Rain can also mean to fall in a 
large amount: Debris from the explosion rained 
down. 

rainy /'ret-ni/ adj © a rainy afternoon 


IDIOMS with rain 


erain cats and dogs to rain very heavily © Don't 
forget to take your umbrella - it’s raining cats and 
dogs out there. 
ea rainy day a time when money might unex- 
pectedly be needed © She had saved some money 
for a rainy day. 


rainbow /'rein-bou/ n[C] an arch of many col- 
ors sometimes seen in the sky for a short time 
when it rains and the sun is shining 


rain check TICKET FOR LATER n([C] a part of a 
ticket to a game, activity, etc., that can be used 
later if bad weather prevents the original event 
from happening 

DELAY IN ACCEPTING rn [C usually sing] an offer or 
request to do or get something at a later time than 
was originally intended © I’m busy now, but can ! 
take a rain check on that cup of coffee? 


raincoat /‘rein-kout/ n[C] a coat worn for pro- 
tection from the rain 


rainfall /‘retn-fo:1/ n[C] the amount of rain that 
falls © Heavy rainfall is expected in the northwest. 


rain forest, rainforest /'rein fo:r-ast, -,far-ast/ 
n[C] a forest in a hot area of the world that re- 
ceives a lot of rain 


rainstorm /'rein-sto:rm/ n [C] a period with 
strong winds and heavy rain 


ze bat | ahot | ai bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | 9 alone 


rancid 


_————— a a eee 


rainwater /'rein wo:t-ar, -,wat-ar/ n [U] water 
that has fallen as rain 


raise LIFT /reiz/ v [T] to cause something to be 
lifted up or become higher © He raised the window 
shades. © Stephie raised her hand to ask the teacher 
a question. » Confusables: rise or raise? at RISE 
INCREASE 


BECOME BIGGER /re1z/ v[T] to cause something to 
become bigger or stronger; increase © / had to raise 
my voice to be heard over the noise in the classroom. 
© There are no plans to raise taxes, the president 
said. © | don’t want to raise your hopes too much, 
but | think the worst of the flooding is over. 
raise /reiz/ n [C] an increase in the amount 
money you earn © She asked her boss for a raise. 

DEVELOP /reiz/ v [T] to take care of children or 
young animals until completely grown © They 
raised a family and now want to enjoy their 
retirement. 

BRING ABOUT /reiz/ v[T] 1 to bring something to 
your attention; cause to be noticed © This raises a 
number of important issues. 2 To raise money is to 
succeed in getting it: / want to start my own busi- 
ness if | can raise enough money. 


IDIOM with raise 


eraise hell 1 to behave in a way that is not con- 
trolled and causes trouble 2 Raise hell can also 
mean to argue loudly or make demands. 


raisin /'rei-zan/ n[C] a dried GRAPE (= a small, 
round fruit) 


rake /reik/ n[C] a garden tool with a long handle 
and pointed parts sticking out in a row at the bot- 
tom, used for making earth level or for gathering 
leaves or cut grass 
rake /reik/ v[T] © Some workers raked leaves in the 
park. 


PHRASAL VERB with rake 


erake in something [M] to earn a lot of money o 
These huge websites rake in $20 million in a year. 


rally MEETING /'rel-i/ n [C] a public meeting of 
a large group of people, esp. to show support for 
a particular opinion, political party, or sports team 
© He helped organize the first national rally against 
the war. 
rally /'reel-i/ v [I/T] to bring or come together in 
order to provide support or make a shared effort 
© [I] African-American groups rallied around the pres- 
ident when he was under attack. 


IMPROVE /'reel-i/ v [I/T] to return or bring to a bet- 
ter condition; improve or cause to succeed 0 [I] 
Cleveland rallied in the fourth quarter to beat Wash- 
ington, 111-102. © [I] The dollar rallied against the 
yen in trading today. 
rally /‘rael-i/ n [C] 1 Stock prices fell again today 
after yesterday's rally. 2 In baseball, a rally is a pe- 
riod during which a team scores a lot of RUNS (= 
points), esp. when it has been losing. 


ram PUSH /rzm/ v[I/T] -mm- to hit or push with 
force © [I/T] Someone rammed (into) my car in the 


parking lot. © [T] (fig.) The governor tried to ram the 
budget through in the last days of the legislative 
session. 


ANIMAL /raem/ n [C] an adult male sheep 


RAM /rzem/ rn [U] abbreviation for random-access 
memory (= a type of computer memory that can 
be searched in any order and changed as 
necessary) 


Ramadan /'ram-9,dan, 'raem-/n [C] the ninth 
month in the Islamic year, during which Muslims 
take no food or drink during the day from the time 
the sun appears in the morning until it can no 
longer be seen in the evening 


ramble WALK /'rzem-bal/ v [I] to walk for plea- 
sure, esp. in the countryside © | love to ramble 
through the woods. 
ramble /'raem-bal/ n [C] © We took a ramble 
through the park. 

TALK /'rzem-bal/ v [I] to talk or write in a confused 
way, often for a long time © /t was hard to listen to 
her ramble on and on about her vacation. 


rambunctious /rem ‘ban: fas/ adj full of en- 
ergy and difficult to control © Driving a long dis- 
tance with four rambunctious children is not exactly 
fun. 


ramification /,rem-a-fa'ker-fan/ n [C usually 
pl] the possible result of a decision or action © Have 
you considered all the ramifications of changing ca- 
reers at this stage of your life? 


ramp /remp/ n [C] 1 a surface connecting a 
higher and a lower level; a slope © Wide ramps 
flanked the stairs at the entrance. 2 A ramp is also 
a road that lets you drive onto or leave a large 
road, such as an EXPRESSWAY: an entrance/exit 
ramp 


rampage /'rzm-peid3/ v [I] to move, run, and 
do things in a wild, violent way © Youths rampaged 
through the downtown district. 
rampage /'rem-peid3/ n [C] © The hurricane 
continues its rampage through the Caribbean. 


rampant /‘rem-pent/ adj [not gradable] hap- 
pening a lot or becoming worse, usually in a way 
that is out of control © Weeds are growing rampant 
in the garden. 


ramshackle /'rzm, fek-al/ adj badly made 
and likely to break or fall down easily © a ram- 
shackle building with-a sagging roof 


ran /rzen/ past simple of RUN 


ranch /rent/n[C] a type of large farm on which 
animals are kept © a cattle ranch 
rancher /'raen-tfar/ n[C] someone who owns or 
works on a ranch 


ranch house, ranch /reent{/ n[C] a house built 
on one level and usually in the shape of a long 
rectangle, or this style of house 


rancid /‘ren-sad/ adj (of food containing a fat 
such as butter or oil) tasting or smelling unpleas- 
ant because it is not fresh 
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rancor, Cdn, Brrancour /'reeg:kar/ n[U] fm/ bitter 
anger or unfriendly feelings © Can we settle this 
disagreement without rancor? 
rancorous /'ren-ka-ras/ adj fml © a rancorous 
debate 


random ® /'ren-dam/ adj 1 happening, done, 
or chosen by chance rather than according to a 
plan or pattern © a random sample © He was 
stopped at the border in a random check. 2 At ran- 
dom means by chance, or without any organiza- 
tion or plan: Dylan picked several books at random. 
randomly @ /‘ren-dam-li/ adv © The people ! 
interviewed were chosen randomly. 
randomness © /'ren-dam-nas/ n [U] 


rang /rzp/ past simple of RING SOUND 


range © LIMIT /reind3/ n [C/U] 1 the level to 
which something is limited, or the area within 
which something operates 0 [C] a wide range of 
subjects © [C] The coat was beautiful, but way out 
of my price range. © [C] | like temperatures in the 
60s and 70s, somewhere in that range. 2 Range is 
also the period of time within which something 
happens, or the distance something travels: [U] the 
short/intermediate/long range © [U] He was shot at 
very close range. 3 A vehicle's or aircraft’s range is 
the distance that it can travel without having to 
stop for more fuel. 
range © /reind3/ v [I always + adv/prep] © Prices 
range from $50 to $250. © Our discussions ranged 
over many issues. 

SET /reind3/ n[C] 1 aset of similar or related things 
© We offer a wide range of options. © The clinic pro- 
vides a full range of medical services. 2 A range (also 
(line) ) is a group of products of a particular type. 

MOUNTAINS /retnd3/ n [C] a group of mountains 
or hills © the San Juan Range 


PRACTICE AREA /reind3/ n [C] an area where peo- 
ple can practice shooting guns or hitting golf balls, 
or where weapons can be tested 


LAND /reind3/ n[C] a large area of land for animals 
to feed on, or the region a type of animal or plant 
comes from and is most often found in 
range © /reind3/ v [I always + adv/prep] to 
move or travel with complete freedom © The hikers 
ranged over the hills all day. 


STOVE /reind3/ n[C] a stove used for cooking that 
has a top surface with BURNERs (= devices for con- 
trolling flames or heat) for heating food and usu- 
ally an OVEN (= enclosed cooking space) © gas/ 
electric range 


ranger /‘rein-d3ar/ n [C] a person whose job is 
to care for or protect a forest, park, or public lands 


rank POSITION /raenk/ n [C/U] a position in re- 
lation to others higher or lower, showing the im- 
portance or authority of the person having it © [C] 
You get more privileges if you have a higher rank, © 
[U] He rose quickly in rank. 
rank /reenk/ v [I/T] © [I] Sylvia ranks in the top 5 
percent in her class. © [T] The tennis association 
ranks her second. 
ranking /‘reen:kin/ adj [not gradable] having the 
highest rank or standing in relation to others of the 


same kind © The Senator is the ranking Republican 
on the committee. 

rankings /'reen-kiqz/ pl no She has been near the 
top of the 800-meter rankings for the past 13 years. 
ranks /raenks/ p! n the members of a group or | 
organization, or members of the armed service 
who are not officers © He rose through the ranks to 
become a director of the company. 


SMELLY /raenk/ adj smelling very unpleasant © a 
rank odor 


rank and file n [U] soldiers who are not offi- 
cers, or the members of an organization who are 
not part of the leadership 


rankle /'ren-kal/ v [I/T] to cause annoyance or 
anger that lasts a long time © [I] The way she left 
him still rankles. 


ransack /'rzn-szk/ v [T] to completely search a 
place in a way that causes mess and damage © 
Burglars ransacked the house. 


ransom /'rzn-sam/ n[C/U] a sum of money de- 
manded in exchange for someone or something 
that has been taken © [C] The kidnappers demanded 
a huge ransom. © [U] The man’s brother was held 
for ransom. 
ransom /'ran-sam/ v [T] to free someone who 
has been taken away by paying money © The ex- 
ecutive was ransomed for a million dollars. 


rant /rznt/ v [I] to speak or shout in a loud or 
angry way © | got really wound up and started rant- 
ing and raving. 


rap HIT /rzep/ v [I/T] -pp- to hit suddenly and 
forcefully © [I] We heard him rap on the door. © [T] 
She rapped the table to get everyone’s attention. 
rap /reep/ n[C] © He got a nasty rap on the head. 


MUSIC /rep/ n[U] a type of popular music of Af- 
rican-American origin that features rhythmic 
speaking set to a strong beat 
rap /reep/ v [I] -pp- © On his new album he raps 
about his hard life and hard times. 
rapper /‘reep-ar/ n [C] © The rapper will release 
two albums on Sept. 14. 

ACCUSATION /rzp/ n [C usually sing] slang an ac- 
cusation that someone has committed a crime, or 
punishment for a crime 


REPUTATION /rzep/ n[C usually sing] slang a judg- 
ment, report, or reputation © The smell of the Great 
Salt Lake has given it a bad rap. 


rape /reip/ v [T] 1 to force someone to have sex 
when he or she is unwilling 2 Rape also means to 
damage or destroy something by using it in an 
unsuitable way: Developers are raping the country- 
side. 
rape /retp/ n[C/U] © [U] He was convicted of rape. 
rapist /'ret-past/ n[C] aman who rapes someone 


rapid /‘rep-ad/ adj quick or sudden © rapid 
growth © There’s been rapid change in China. © We 
kept vl a rapid pace. 
rapidly /'raep-ad-li/ adv © Males grow more rap- 
idly than females. 


rapids /‘reep-adz/ pl na fast-flowing part of a 
river 
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rapport /re'po:r, ra-, -'pour/ n [U] agreement 
or sympathy between people or groups © She has 
a good rapport with her staff. 


rapprochement /,rzp ,rous'ma, -,ro:f-/n 
[C/U] fmi agreement reached by opposing groups 
or people © [C] Both countries have agreed to seek 
a rapprochement. 


rap sheet n [C] a list of crimes a person has 
committed or been accused of that is kept by the 
police 


rapt /rept/ adj receiving someone’s full interest, 
or complete © / haven't been following the conver- 
sation with rapt attention. 


rapture /'rzp-tfar/ n [C/U] extreme pleasure 
and happiness © [U] Life was rapture for a little 
while. 


rare NOT COMMON /rer, rzr/ adj not common 
and therefore sometimes valuable © rare species of 
birds © Success like that is extremely rare. © She's 
usually positive, but on rare occasions disappoint- 
ment shows through. © With rare exceptions, the 
families in this town have lived here for generations. 
rarely /'rer-li, 'raer-/ adv © | rarely have time to 
read the newspaper. 

rarity /'rer-at-i, 'reer-/ n [C/U] something rare, or 
the state of being rare © [C] Snow in Florida is a 
rarity. 

SLIGHTLY COOKED /rer, raer/ adj [-er/-est only] 
(esp. of meat) not cooked for very long and still 
red inside © rare steak 


WORD FAMILY rare 


Nouns rarity 


Adverbs rarely 


Adjectives rare 


rarefied /'rer-a,faid, ‘raer-/ adj not ordinary, 
esp. because of being related to wealth, high social 
position, art, or literature O You get a very rarefied 
view of things living on a college campus. 


raring /'rer-1n, ‘reer-, -an/ adj [+ to infinitive] infm! 
very enthusiastic or eager O Everyone is raring to go. 


rascal /‘rzs-kal/ n [C] a person who behaves 
badly or dishonestly but who is usually likable o 
The group includes thieves, politicians, and rascals of 
every sort. 


rash WITHOUTTHOUGHT /reJ/ adj without 
thought for what might happen or result; unwise 
in your actions © a rash statement © It was rash of 
them to get married so quickly. 

SKIN CONDITION /rzeJ/ n[C] a group of spots ora 
raised area on the skin resulting from illness or 
from touching a harmful substance © an itchy rash 


LARGE NUMBER /reJ/ n [C usually sing] a large 
number, esp. of something happening in a short 
period of time © There's been a rash of robberies in 
the valley. 


rasp /rzsp/ n[U] an unpleasant sound, like some- 
thing with a rough surface being rubbed 
raspy /'rees-pi/ adj [-er/-est only] © His voice had 
dwindled to a raspy croak. 


raspberry /'rzz ,ber-i, -ba-ri/ n[C] a small, soft, 
red fruit that grows on a bush 


rat ANIMAL /rzt/ n[C] a small animal that looks 
like a large mouse © A rat was sniffing around the 
trash. 


PERSON /reet/ n[C] infm/ an unpleasant person who 
deceives or is not loyal 


ratchet /‘ret{-at/ v [I/T] to change an activity, 
amount, or feeling by degrees © [I] Interest rates 
always ratchet down in an election year. © [M] Critics 
are trying to ratchet up public pressure on 
lawmakers. 


rate MEASUREMENT /reit/ n [C] a measurement 
of the speed at which something happens or 
changes, or the number of times it happens or 
changes, within a particular period © the rate of 
change/decay © rates of digestion/oxygenation 0 We 
have relatively low unemployment rates these days. 
© If we improve students’ self-esteem, we could re- 
duce the dropout rate. 


PAYMENT /reit/ n [C] an amount or level of pay- 
ment © Interest rates may rise soon. © Rental rates 
vary depending on the size of the car. 


VALUE /reit/ v 1 to judge the value or worth of 
something © [T] Half of those surveyed rated his 
work as good. © [L] The movie is rated R. © [1] Mark 
Twain has rated as an enduring author for 100 years. 
2 disapproving If you say someone or something 
doesn't rate, you mean it is of poor quality or not 
worth consideration. 
rating /‘rert-1n/ n[C] 1 Chez Paul got a three-star 
rating from our restaurant reviewer. 2 A rating is a 
record of the number of people who watch or lis- 
ten to a particular broadcast: Advertisers are inter- 
ested in ratings. 


WORD FAMILY rate 


Nouns rate 
rating 


Verbs rate 
underrate 


Adjectives overrated 
underrated 


rather PREFERABLY /'rzed-ar, 'rad-, 'rad-/ adv 
[not gradable] in preference to, or as a preference 
© She wants us to meet her here rather than go to 
her apartment. © I’d rather wear the black shoes. © 
She's saying things that many would rather not hear. 


TO SOME DEGREE /'rzé-ar, 'raé-, 'rad-/ adj, adv 
[not gradable] to a noticeable degree; SOMEWHAT 
O It all seems rather unimportant. 


MORE EXACTLY /'rae6-ar, 'rad-, 'rad-/ adv [not grad- 
able] more accurately; more exactly © These were 
not common criminals, but rather enemies of the 
state. 


ratify /'ret-9,fai/ v [T] (esp. of governments or 
organizations) to agree in writing to a set of rules, 
or to officially approve a decision or plan © Four 
countries have now ratified the agreement. 
ratification /,rat-a-fa'ker-fan/ n[U] © The'Sen- 
ate will consider ratification of the treaty in July. 
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ratio © /'rer jl:,ou/ n [C] pi! ratios 1 mathe- 
matics a comparison of two numbers calculated 
by dividing 2 Ratio is also a relationship between 
two groups or amounts that expresses how much 
bigger one is than the other: a low student-teacher 
ratio © The ratio of men to women at the conference 
was ten to one. 


ration /'ref-on, ‘rer: fan/ n[C] a limited amount 
(of something) that one person is allowed to have, 
esp. when there is not much of it available © Ra- 
tions of rice were distributed to the refugees. 
ration /'raf-an, 'rer-fan/ v [T] © Even their cloth- 
ing is rationed. 
rationing /‘rej-a-nin, 'rei-Ja-/ n [U] © food 
rationing 
rations /'ref-anz, 'ret-fanz/ pin the food given 
to someone at one time, esp. to soldiers © He fed 
prisoners the same rations he fed his own troops. 


rational © /'ref-en-3l/ adj showing clear 
thought or reason © a rational decision O Obviously, 
he wasn't rational. 
rationally @ /‘rzJ-an-l-i/ adv [not gradable] o 
It’s hard to behave rationally at such times. 
rationality © /,rzJ-a'nzl-at-i/ n[U] © You have 
too much faith in rationality (= reason). 


rationale /,;zJ-9'nzl/ n [C/U] the reasons or 
intentions for a particular set of thoughts or ac- 
tions © [C] | don’t understand your rationale. 


rationalism © /‘re-an-l-1-z9m/ n [U] the 
belief or principle that actions and opinions should 
be based on reason 


rationalize © /'rz{-an-l ,aiz/ v [I/T] to create 
a reason, explanation, or excuse for something © 
(T] You can rationalize your way out of anything. 
rationalization © /,rej-an-4l-a'zer-fan/ n[C/ 
U] © [C] Parents are fed up with rationalizations 
about why schools don’t work. 


rational number n(C] mathematics anum- 
ber that can be expressed as the RATIO (= relation- 
ship expressed in numbers showing how much 
bigger one thing is than the other) of two whole 
numbers 


rat race n[C usually sing] a situation or way of 
life in which there is severe competition © | love the 
city, but sometimes it’s a rat race. 


rattle /‘rzt-l/ v [I/T] to make a noise consisting 
of quickly repeated knocks © [I] The windows rattled 
when the wind blew. © [T] Manny slammed the door, 
rattling the cups on the shelf. 
rattle /'reet-l/ n [C/U] 1 [U] We could hear the 
rattle of stones as they fell down the well. 2 A rattle 
is also a baby’s toy that rattles when it is shaken. 


PHRASAL VERB with rattle 


erattle off something [M] to say something quickly 
o She rattled off the names of everyone coming to 
the party. 


rattled /'rzt-ld/ adj worried or nervous © Walter 
got rattled when they didn’t call. 


rattlesnake /'ret-4l,sneik/, rattler /reet-lar/ n 
[C] a poisonous snake of the southwestern US and 
Mexico that produces a noise by shaking its tail 


raucous /'ro:-kas/ adj loud, excited, and not 
controlled, esp. in an unpleasant way © raucous 
laughter 


raunchy /'ro:n-tfi, 'ran-/ adj infm! rude or offen- 
sive because of showing or talking about sex in an 
obvious way © raunchy language/humor 


ravage /'rev-id3/ v [T] to cause great damage 
to something or someone © Hurricane Mitch rav- 
aged the tiny Central American country. 
ravages /'reev-1-d302z/ pl no They survived the rav- 
ages of disease and malnutrition. 


rave ENTHUSIASTIC /retv/ adj admiring; giving 
praise © The show has received rave reviews. 
rave /reiv/ n [C] © Her speech drew raves from 
everyone. 
rave /reiv/ v [I] infmlo Everyone is raving about that 
new Vietnamese restaurant. 


SPEAK FOOLISHLY /reiv/ v [I] to speak or shout ina 
way that is out of control, usually because of anger 
or mental illness © She was wild and raving, tearing 
up her books. 


raven /'rer-van/ n [C] a large, black bird that is 
bigger than a CROW 


ravenous /'rev-a-nas/ adj [not gradable] ex- 
tremely hungry © We were ravenous after hiking all 
day. 


ravine /ro'vi:n/ n [C] a deep, narrow valley with 
steep sides 


raving /'rei-vin/ adj, adv [not gradable] com- 
plete or extreme, or completely or extremely © He 
was raving mad near the end of his life. 


ravioli /,rzv-i:'ou-li/ p! n small squares of pasta, 
often filled with meat or cheese, that are cooked 
in boiling water 


raw NOT COOKED /ro:/ adj [not gradable] not 
cooked © raw fish/oysters 


NOT PROCESSED /r>:/ adj (not gradable] 1 not pro- 
cessed or treated; in its natural condition © raw 
milk © raw silk © Raw sewage ran in ditches along 
the streets of the village. 2 lf people or their qualities 
are raw, they have not been developed or trained: 
Even when she first started skating, you could see the 
determination and the raw talent. © Alex was just a 
raw recruit when he was handed this job. 

SORE /ro:/ adj sore because the skin has been 
rubbed or damaged 


COLD /r>:/ adj [not gradable] (of weather) cold and 
wet 0 It was a raw, wintry day with a cold wind. 


IDIOM with raw 


ea raw deal unfair treatment or arrangements © 
He felt he had gotten a raw deal but didn't complain. 


raw material n [(C] any material, such as oil, 
cotton, or sugar, in its natural condition, before it 
has been processed for use © The cost of raw ma- 
terials was going up. 
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ray BEAM /re1/ n [(C] physics a narrow beam of 
light, heat, or energy 


LINE /re1/ n [C] geometry half of a line 


AMOUNT /rer/ n [CJ a slight amount or signal of 
something good © One couple seems interested in 
buying our house, which is a ray of hope after all 
these months. 


rayon /'ret-an/ n [U] smooth, shiny material 
made from CELLULOSE (= wood fibers) 


FaZe /reiz/ v [T] to destroy a building, structure, 
etc. completely © Developers razed the old buildings 
on the site to make way for new construction. 


FaZOF /'ret-zar/ n[C] a device with a sharp blade 
for removing hair from the skin’s surface © an elec- 
tric razor 


razor blade n[c]a very thin, sharp blade that 
can be used in a RAZOR © She used a razor blade to 
cut out newspaper articles. 


razor-sharp adj [not gradable] very sharp © 
These animals have razor-sharp teeth. 


razor-thin adj [not gradable] very thin or small 
© The administration’s economic program was ap- 
proved by a razor-thin margin in the Senate. 


razzle-dazzle /,rzz-al'dez-al/_ n [U]_infmi 
showy appearance or performance, intended to 
attract attention or cause confusion © The razzle- 
dazzle in this movie doesn’t make up for the lack of 
plot. 


RCMP n [U] abbreviation for Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (= a Canadian police force known 
for special police services and for ceremonial ap- 
pearances in red uniform and on horses). 


Rd. n[U] abbreviation for road © The center is located 
at 1065 Edwards Rd. 


re /rei, ri:/ prep (esp. in business letters) about; on 
the subject of 0 Re your memo July 10, | have indeed 
received the order. 


re- /ri:/ prefix used esp. with verbs to add the 
meaning “do again” © reactivate; reactivation; reas- 
Sess; reassessment; reassign; recommence; re-create; 
redistribute; redistribution; redraft; reevaluate; re- 
evaluation; refocus; reformulate; reformulation; re- 
interpret; reinterpretation; reinvest; reinvestment; 
reoccur; reorient; reorientation 


reach ARRIVE /ri:t{/ v [T] to arrive somewhere © 
The storm continues to move west and is expected to 
reach the east coast of Florida tomorrow. 


USAGE te ‘ LW UTR aay rw thye 
reach 
When reach means “arrive somewhere” or 
“get to a particular level” it is not normally fol- 
lowed by a preposition. 
We finally reached the hotel just after 
midnight. 
The project has now reached the final stage. 
Fhe-project-has-now- reached-_to-thetinal 
stage: 


BECOME HIGHER /ri:tJ/ v [T] 1 to become higher 
or greater so as to equal a particular level O The 
temperature is expected to reach 90° today. © The 
government fears unemployment will reach 10%. 2 
To reach is also to develop to a stage in order to 
achieve a particular result: We hope to reach agree- 
ment soon on the new trade policy. © They reached 
the conclusion that nothing further could be done. 


STRETCH /ri:t{/ v[I/T] 1 to stretch out your arm to 
its full length in order to take or touch something 
©[T] Our little girl isn’t tall enough to reach the light 
switches. © [I always + adv/prep] The receptionist 
reached for the phone. © [| always + adv/prep] She 
reached across the table and took his hand. 2 \f an 
object reaches something, the top or bottom of it 
touches that thing: [T] The ladder won't quite reach 
the roof. 
reach /ri:tJ/ n[U] the distance to which you can 
put out your arm and touch something © All med- 
icines should be kept out of the reach of children. 


COMMUNICATE /ri:tJ/ v [T] to communicate with 
someone in another place, usually by telephone © 
I’ve been trying to reach you all afternoon, but your 
phone was busy. 


PHRASAL VERB with reach 


ereach out to someone to make an effort to com- 
municate with people or to give them your sup- 
port © The Democrats have to reach out to these 
people to win this election. 


react © /ri:'zkt/ v [I] 1 to act in a particular way 
as a direct result of something else © How do you 
think she‘ll react when she hears the news? © The 
State Department reacted favorably to the proposal. 
2 chemistry \f substances react, they change when 
brought together. 
reaction © /ri:'zk-Jan/n[C] 1 behavior, a feel- 
ing, or an action that is a direct result of something 
else O My initial reaction was to call off the party. © 
Senator, what is your reaction to the proposal to cut 
Medicare benefits? 2 A reaction is also a change 
that opposes a previous opinion or behavior: His 
art is a reaction against photographic realism. 3 bi- 
ology A reaction can also be an unpleasant effect 
on the body resulting from something eaten or 
taken, such as a drug. 4 chemistry A chemical re- 
action is the change that happens when two or 
more substances are mixed with each other. 


WORD FAMILY react 


Nouns reaction Adjectives reactionary 
reactor Verbs react 
reactionary overreact 


overreaction 


reactant /ri: 'ak-tant/ n [C] chemistry a chem- 
ical substance that reacts with another 


reactionary © /ri:'zk-[a,ner-i/ n [C] social 
studies a person who opposes political or social 
change 
reactionary © /ri:'ak: Ja,ner-i/ adj [not grad- 
able] © Reactionary forces opposed to the president's 
reforms could move to oust him. 


reactivity /,rit-aek 'tiv-at-i/ n [U] chemistry a 
measure of how much a substance reacts when it 
is mixed with another substance 
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reactor /ri:'zk-tar/ n[C] a NUCLEAR REACTOR 


read OBTAIN MEANING /ri:d/ v [I/T] past read 1 
to obtain meaning or information by looking at 
written words or symbols © [T] / read the book over 
the weekend. © [I] She couldn’t read or write. © [I] 
Did you read about the plan to build a new road to 
the airport? © [+ that clause] | read that the job mar- 
ket for teachers is excellent. © [T] He reads music. 2 
To read is also to say aloud the written words: [I/ 
T] She read the story to the class. 
readable /'ri:d-a-bal/ adj easy or enjoyable to 
read © Reviewers praised it as a highly readable and 
rewarding book. 
reader /'ri:d-ar/ n[C] a person who reads © Both 
of my parents were great readers (= they read a lot). 
© The local newspaper welcomes comments from its 
readers. 
reading /"ri:d-1n/ n[C/U] 1 the skill of activity of 
getting information from written words © [U] 
Reading is my favorite pastime. 2 Reading is also 
text to be read: [U] These books are required reading 
for architecture students. 3 A reading is an occasion 
when a literary work or formal text is read aloud 
to a group of people: [C] a poetry reading 

UNDERSTAND /ri:d/ v [I/T] to understand the 
meaning or intention of something © [T] /f!’ve read 
the situation right, we'll soon have agreement ona 
contract. 
reading /'ri:d-1n/ n[C] the way in which you un- 
derstand something © My reading of the situation 
is that John wanted an excuse to resign. 


SHOW/STATE /ri:d/ v past read 1 to show or state 
information © [L] The sign read, “No parking here 
to corner.” 2 If you read a device, you look at the 
measurement it shows: [T] The gas company sends 
someone to read the meter every month. 
reading /'ri:d-1n/ n[C] © Temperature readings in 
the area are in the 30s. 


WORD FAMILY read 


read 
reader 
reading 


Nouns Adjectives readable 


unreadable 


Verbs read 


IDIOMS with read 


eread between the lines to find meanings that 
are intended but that are not directly expressed in 
something said or written © She said she could af- 
ford it, but reading between the lines | don’t think 
she has enough money. 

eread someone’s mind to know what someone is 
thinking without being told © How did you know ! 
wanted that CD for my birthday — you must have 
read my mind. 


PHRASAL VERBS with read 


eread something into something [M] to give your 
own meaning to something rather than what was 
intended © | think you’re reading too much into his 
comments — he’s not trying to trick anyone. © Too 
much shouldn't be read into the city rankings. 

eread out something [M] to read something to 
people so that it becomes officially known © The 


three-judge panel read out the verdict to a packed 
courtroom. 

eread up on something to learn about something 
by reading 0 | don’t know much about Malawi — | ‘Il 
go home and read up on it. 


readjust © /,ri:-9'd3ast/ v[I/T] 1 to change the 
way you live or behave to fit a new or different 
situation © [I] The government program was estab- 
lished to help soldiers returning from World War II 
readjust to civilian life. 2 To readjust something is 
to change it, move it, or correct it: [T] /t’s time to 
readjust income taxes so the more well-to-do pay a 
higher percent of tax. 
readjustment © /,ri:-3'd3as-mant/ n [C] © Re- 
tirement is a readjustment — no question about it. 


readout /'ri:d-aut/ n [C] information produced 
by electronic equipment and shown in print on a 
screen 


ready PREPARED /'red-i/ adj [not gradable] pre- 
pared and suitable for action or use © Dinner is 
ready. © The twins are getting ready for bed. © [+ to 
infinitive] I’m ready to go now. © [+ to infinitive] 
“Are you ready to order?” the waiter asked. 
readily /'red-@l-i/ adv quickly or easily © The com- 
plete collection is now readily available to researchers 
through the Internet. 
readiness /'red-i:-nas/ n [U] the state of being 
ready or prepared © Military readiness is the coun- 
try’s overriding concern. 

WILLING /'red-i/ adj [not gradable] willing o My 
friends are always ready to help me out. 
readily /'red-4l-i/ adv [not gradable] © Cory read- 
ily admits he was hired because of his contacts. 

QUICK /'red-i/ adj [not gradable] quick, esp. in an- 
swering or in thinking of what to say © He had a 
ready reply to every question. 


WORD FAMILY ready 


Nouns 


readiness Adverbs readily 


Adjectives ready 


ready-made adj [not gradable] in finished 
form, or available to use immediately © | didn’t sew 
the curtains — they came ready-made. 


reaffirm /,ri:-9'farm/ v[T] to state something as 
true again, or to state your support for something 
again © This album reaffirms his reputation as a 
splendid songwriter and guitarist. 


real ACTUAL /ri:|/ adj existing in fact; not imagi- 
nary © There is a real possibility that he will lose his 
job. © This is a true story about real people. 
realism /'ri:-a,liz-am/ n [U] 1 a tendency to ac- 
cept and deal with people and situations as they 
are 2 literature Realism is also a style of writing, 
art, or film that shows things as they are in life. 
realist /'ri:-a-last/ n [C] a person who tends to 
accept and deal with people and situations as they 
are 

realistic /,ri:-a'lis-tik/ adj 1 having or showing a 
practical awareness of things as they are © She is 
realistic about her chances of winning. 2 Realistic 
also means appearing to be existing or happening 
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in fact: The scene in the movie where the dinosaur 
hatches from the egg is incredibly realistic. 
realistically /,ris-a'lis-t-kli/ adv [not gradable]o 
Realistically, we can’t afford a piano. 

reality /ri:'zel-at-i/ n [C/U] 1 the actual state of 
things, or the facts involved in such a state [U] The 
reality is I’m not going to be picked for the team. 0 
[C] The realities of parenthood were overwhelming 
at first. 2 In reality means what actually happened 
or what the actual situation is: He told the police he 
was out of town, but in reality, he never went 
anywhere. 

really /'ri:-li/ adv [not gradable] © What really 
happened that day? © | just don’t know if we would 
really use it that much. © See also: REALLY SINCERELY; 
REALLY EXPRESSING SURPRISE; REALLY at REAL VERY 
GREAT 


NOT FALSE /ri:l/ adj being what it appears to be; 
GENUINE © Are those flowers real or fake? © The chest 
of drawers is a real antique. 


VERY GREAT /ri:l/ adj [not gradable] very great or 
to a great degree © He's a real gentleman. © The 
current situation is a real mess. 
real /ri:l/ adv [not gradable] infm! © | get cold real 
easy. © It’s real nice to meet you. 
really /'ri:-li/ adv [not gradable] © That was a re- 
ally good movie. © This room is really hot. © See also: 
REALLY SINCERELY; REALLY EXPRESSING SURPRISE; 
REALLY at REAL ACTUAL 


WORD FAMILY real 


Nouns realism Adjectives real 
realist unreal 
reality realistic 
unreality unrealistic 
realization = Adverbs __real 

Verbs realize really 


realistically 


IDIOM with real 


ethe real McCoy the original or true person or 
thing, and not a copy O We've seen so many repro- 
ductions of the Mona Lisa, but when we were in Paris 
we saw the real McCoy. 


real estate /'ri:-la,steit/ n [U] property in the 
form of land or buildings 


real estate agent n[C]a person whose busi- 
ness is to arrange the selling or renting of houses, 
land, offices, or buildings for their owners 


reality check n [C] an occasion when some- 
one must consider the unpleasant truth about 
something rather than trying to ignore it © The 
disappointing results of the last election were a reality 
check for the Republicans. 


realize BECOME AWARE /'ri:-9,la1z/ v [T] to be- 
come aware of or understand a situation © He re- 
alized the store would be closing in a few minutes. © 
[+ (that) clause] Suddenly | realized (that) | was lost. 
realization /,ri:-a-la'ze1-fan/ n [C usually sing] 
© You soon come to the horrible realization that the 
flat skinny letters mean, No, you are not accepted. 

ACHIEVE /'ri:-a,la1z/ v [T] to achieve things you 
hope for or plan for © They finally realized their goal 
of buying a summer home. 


realization /,ri:-a-la'zer-fan/ n [U] © Playing in 
the major leagues was the realization of his dreams. 


really SINCERELY /'ri:-li/ adv [not gradable] sin- 
cerely; truly © /’m really telling the truth this time. © 
If she really cared about me, she would have called 
by now. © See also: REALLY at REAL ACTUAL; REALLY 
at REAL VERY GREAT 


EXPRESSING SURPRISE /'ri:-li/ exclamation used to 
express interest, surprise, or annoyance O “Debbie 
and | are getting married.” “Really? When?” 0 Really, 
Jen, you should have let me know sooner. © See also: 
REALLY at REAL ACTUAL; REALLY at REAL VERY 
GREAT 


realm /relm/ n [C] an area of interest or activity 
© the economic/political realm © the realm of art/ 
literature/music 


real number nr [C] mathematics a number 
that can represented using a NUMBER LINE (= 
drawing that represents all the numbers that exist) 


realtor /‘ri:l-tar, 'ri:-lat-ar/ n[C] 1 a REAL ESTATE 
AGENT (= a person sells or rents houses, land, of- 
fices, or buildings) 2 trademark A Realtor is also a 
member of the National Association of Realtors, an 
organization of REAL ESTATE AGENTS. 


ream /riim/ n [C] a standard measure of paper 
equal to 500 sheets 


reams /ri:mz/ pln infmi a very large amount of 
something © They had reams of data to prove their 
point. 


reap /ri:p/ v[I/T] 1 to obtain or receive something 
as a result of your own actions © [T] They didn’t 
reap any benefits from that deal. 2 If you reap a 
crop, you cut and collect it. 
reaper /'ri:-par/ n [C] a machine that cuts and 
collects crops, or a person who cuts and collects 
crops by hand 


rear AT THE BACK /rir/ adj [not gradable] at or 
near the back of something © | had the rear brakes 
on the car redone. © She entered the school through 
an unlocked rear door. © Our dog hurt his rear left 
leg. 
rear /rir/ n [C/U] 1 [U] The bus driver told us to 
move to the rear. 2 infm! Your buttocks are some- 
times called your rear. 

CARE FOR /rir/ v [T] to care for young children or 
animals until they are able to care for themselves 
© She reared eight children. 

RISE /rir/ v[I/T] to rise up or to lift up © [1] The horse 
suddenly reared (up) on its hind legs. 


IDIOM with rear 


¢something rears its (ugly) head something un- 
pleasant appears © Racism once again reared its ugly 
head in our town. 


rear end /rir'end/ n[C] the back of something 
© the rear end of the car © (infml) The cow rose from 
the ground rear end first. 
rear-end /rir'end/ v [T] to hit esp. the back of a 
vehicle from behind © A truck rear-ended a car 
stopped in traffic on the expressway. 
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rearguard action, rear-guard action n [C] 
an effort to do something effective or get an ad- 
vantage after the main effort has failed © Support- 
ers trying to keep the museum open are fighting a 
rear-guard action. 


rearrange /,ri:-9'reind3/ v[T] to change the or- 
der, position, or time of arrangements already 
made © Our bedrooms are so small we can’t rear- 
range the furniture. 
rearrangement /,ri:-a'reind3-mant/ n [C/U] © 
[C] There was a last-minute rearrangement of the 
schedule. 


rearview mirror, rear-view mirror n [C] a 
mirror inside a car in which the driver can see what 
is happening behind the car 


reasOn EXPLANATION /'ri:-zon/ n [C/U] the 
cause of an event or situation, or something sug- 
gested as an explanation © [C] She had never 
stopped by before for any reason. © [C] There must 
be a reason why she’s not here yet. © [U] Adams had 
good reason to fire Pickering. 

JUDGMENT /'ri:-zon/ n [U] the ability to think and 
make judgments, esp. good judgments © Medita- 
tion seemed to have improved her ability to reason. 
reason /'ri:-zan/ v1 [+ (that) clause] He reasoned 
(that) he had only four or five years left as an athlete. 
2 To reason with someone is to argue with and try 
to persuade someone: [I] Grace kept her voice gen- 
tle, as if she were reasoning with a child. 
reasonable /'ri:-za-na-bal/ adj 1 based on or us- 
ing good judgment, and therefore fair and prac- 
tical O Johnson was a reasonable man. © It seemed 
like a reasonable question/explanation. 2 Reason- 
able also means not expensive: You can still get a 
good house for a very reasonable price. 3 Reason- 
able also means satisfactory or not bad: He could 
read French with reasonable fluency. 
reasonably /‘ri:-za-na-bli/ adv © He kept talking 
slowly and reasonably (= in a way that showed 
good judgment). © | was reasonably certain she 
would be home (= it seemed likely). 
reasoned /'ri:-zand/ adj using judgment © He 
offered reasoned responses to our questions. 
reasoning /'ri:-za-nin/ n [U] ° | didn’t follow her 
reasoning. 


WORD FAMILY reason 


Nouns reason Adjectives reasoned 
reasoning reasonable 
Adverbs reasonably unreasonable 


unreasonably Verbs reason 


reassure /ri:-a'fur/ v [T] to comfort someone 
and stop that person from worrying © Her smile 
didn’t reassure me. 

reassuring /,ri:-a'for-in/ adj © His reassuring 
manner convinced her she was safe. 
reassuringly /,ri:-9'fur-1n-li/ adv Oo | bent down 
and patted the dog reassuringly. 

reassurance /,ri:-a'fur-ans/ n [C/U] © [C] We 
need reassurances our company isn’t going to be 
closed. © [U] The boy looked at his parents for 
reassurance. 


rebate /'ri:-beit/ n[C] money that is returned to 
you after you pay for goods or services, done in 
order to make the sale more attractive O Chrysler 
announced cash rebates of $1000 on some trucks. 


rebel /‘reb-al/ n [C] 1 a person who refuses to 
accept the government's power and uses force to 
oppose it, or a person who opposes authority and 
thinks or behaves differently © The government 
tried to set up talks with the rebels. © Though he 
dressed unusually, he never meant to be a rebel. 2 
US history Soldiers fighting for the southern states 
in the American Civil War were called rebels. 
rebel /ra'bel/ v [I] -ll- © Children often rebel against 
being forced to eat certain foods. 
rebellion /ra'bel-jan/ n [C/U] 1 violent action 
organized by a group of people who refuse to ac- 
cept their government’s power and are willing to 
use force to oppose it © [C] The African-American 
Nat Turner led an 1831 rebellion. 2 Rebellion is also 
a feeling of strong disagreement with an organi- 
zation or with people in authority: [U] Many stu- 
dents were in rebellion against the older generation. 
rebellious /ra'bel-jas/ adj © A peace agreement 
was signed yesterday between the republic and its 
rebellious region. © He was a rebellious young man. 


rebirth /ri:'b3re/ n [U] a new period of growth 
of something or an increase in popularity of some- 
thing that was popular in the past © Spring is the 
season of rebirth. © This production was hailed as a 
rebirth of Swedish theater. 


rebound /'ri:-baund, r1'baund/ v [I] 1 to return 
to an earlier and better condition; improve © Older 
athletes find it harder to rebound from injuries. 2 If 
a ball or other object rebounds, it bounces back 
after hitting a hard surface. 
rebound /'ri:-baund/ n [C/U] © [U] The artist is 
on the rebound from his midcareer slump. 


rebuff /ri'baf/ v [T] to refuse to accept a sug- 
gestion or an offer to help, often in an unfriendly 
ny © Our request for assistance has been rebuffed. 
rebuff /r1'baf/ n [C] © Boren’s idea took a sharp 
rebuff. 


rebuild /ri:'bild/ v [I/T] past rebuilt 1 to build 
something again that has been damaged or de- 
stroyed © [T] The historic building was completely 
rebuilt after it had burned down. 2 If you rebuild a 
system or organization, you develop it so that it 
works effectively: [I] The company is rebuilding un- 
der new management. 


rebuke /rr'bju:k/ v [T] fm! to criticize someone 
strongly because you disapprove of what the per- 
son has said or done © He was publicly rebuked for 
his involvement in the scandal. 
rebuke /r1'bjurk/ n [C/U] fm/o [C] a sharp rebuke 


rebut /r'bat/ v [T] -tt- fm/ to argue that a state- 
ment or claim is not true © He appeared on TV to 
rebut the charges against him. 


rebuttal /rr'bat-°l/ n [C] fmi a statement that a 
claim or criticism is not true © She issued a rebuttal 
of the charges. 
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recalcitrant /r'kzl-sa-trant/ adj unwilling to 
do what you are asked or ordered to do, even if it 
is reasonable © Tenants petitioned their recalcitrant 
landlord to finish repairs to their building. 


recall REMEMBER /r'ko:I/ v [T] to bring the 
memory of a past event into your mind © | can 
vividly recall our first kiss. © [+ that clause] He re- 
called that he had sent the letter over a month ago. 
© [+ question word] Can you recall what happened 
last night? 
recall /ri'kail, 'ri:-ka:l/ n [U] the ability to remem- 
ber things © He has perfect/total recall. 

ASK TO RETURN /rt'ko:I/ v [T] to order the return 
of a product made by a company because of a 
fault in the product 
recall /'ri:-koil/ n [C usually sing] © The govern- 
ment ordered a recall of the garment, saying it could 
burst into flames. 


recant /r'kzent/ v [I/T] to announce in public 
that your past beliefs or statements were wrong or 
not true and that you no longer agree with them 
© [I] Anderson recanted, saying his brother had told 
him to lie. 


recap /'ri:-keep, ri'kaep/ v [I/T] -pp- short form of 
RECAPITULATE © [T] We saw a video recapping her 
early career. © [|] To recap, we expect sunny skies in 
the morning, rain by nightfall. 
recap /'ri:-keep/ n[C] © They give a quick recap of 
the top news Stories. 


recapitulate / ri:-ka‘pit-alert/ v [I/T] fmi to 
repeat the main points of an explanation or de- 
scription © [T] The passage recapitulates the version 
he offers in his prologue. 


recapture /ri:'kzp-tfar/ v [T] 1 to take some- 
thing into your possession again, esp. by force © 
American troops recaptured Guam in July 1944. 2 If 
something recaptures an emotion, it allows you to 
experience that emotion again: They're bent on re- 
capturing their past glory. 

recede /r'si:d/ v [I] 1 to move further away into 
the distance, or to become less clear © McLaughlin 
expects to go home again when the flood waters re- 


cede. 2 lf a man has a receding hairline, he is losing 
the hair from the front of his head. 


receipt PAPER /ri'si:t/ n [C] a piece of paper 
which proves that money or goods have been re- 
ceived © Ask the taxi driver for a receipt. 


RECEIVING /ri'si:t/ n [U] fmi the act of receiving 
something, esp. of money or goods © We are 
awaiting receipt of your check. 


WORD FAMILY receipt 
Adjectives receptive 
Verbs 


Nouns receipt 


receipts 
receiver 
reception 


receive 


receipts /r1'si:ts/ p/n the amount of money re- 
ceived during a particular period by a business or 
government © tax receipts © box-office receipts 


receive GET /r'si:v/ v [T] 1 to get or be given 
something © She received a letter from her son. © I'll 


receive my bachelor’s degree in the spring. 2 When 
a radio or television receives signals, it changes 
them into sounds or pictures. © Related noun: RE- 
CEPTION RADIO/TELEVISION 

receiver /r1'si:-var/ n[C] 1a piece of equipment 
that changes radio and television signals into 
sounds and pictures, or that changes electrical sig- 
nals into sound © a telephone receiver O a stereo 
receiver 2 in football, a receiver is one of the players 
who can catch the ball on the team that is trying 
to score points. O See also: RECIPIENT 


WELCOME /ri'si:v/ v [T] fmi to welcome someone 
or something © The president received Fulbright cor- 
dially. © Related noun: RECEPTION WELCOME 


IDIOM with receive 


eon the receiving end of something, at the re- 
ceiving end of something suffering from something 
unpleasant when you have done nothing to de- 
serve It O She was on the receiving end of a lawsuit. 


recent /'ri:-sant/ adj having happened or having 
been done a short time ago © He sent me a copy 
of his most recent article. © A recent study shows that 
most of the country-music audience is female. 
recently /'ri:-sant-li/ advo We just recently moved 
to Texas. 


receptacle /r'sep-ti-kal/ n [C] fmia container 
for holding things or that you can put things in © 
a trash receptacle 


reception WELCOME /ri'sep-fan/ n [C] 1 the 
way in which people react to something or some- 
one © The proposed jail has received a cool/luke- 
warm reception from local residents. © American 
musicians found a warm reception in Europe in the 
1960s. 2 A reception is also a formal party: a cock- 
tail/wedding reception © Related verb: RECEIVE 
WELCOME 


RADIO/TELEVISION /r1'sep-fan/n[U] the degree to 
which radio or television sounds and pictures are 
clear © We get poor reception around here. © Related 
verb: RECEIVE GET 


receptionist /r'sep-sa-nast/ n [C] a person 
who works in an office, store, or hotel, helping vis- 
itors or giving information 


receptive /r1'sep-tiv/ adj willing to listen to and 
accept new ideas and suggestions © /| think you're 
more receptive to new ideas when you’re younger. 


receptor /ri'sep-tar/ n[C] biology a nerve end- 
ing that reacts to a change, such as heat or cold, 
in the body by sending a message to the CENTRAL 
NERVOUS SYSTEM 


recess PAUSE /'ri:-ses, ri'ses/ n [C] a period of 
time in which an organized activity such as study 
or work is temporarily stopped © Congress returns 
from its August recess next week. © After lunch, the 
kids have recess. 

SECRET PLACE /'ri:-ses, ri'ses/ n [C usually pl] 1 a 
secret or hidden place © He pointed his flashlight 
into the dark recesses of the cave. 2 A recess is also 
an ALCOVE. 


recession /r1t'sef-an/ n [C/U] social studies a 
period when the economy of a country is not do- 
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ing well, industrial production and business activ- 
ity are at a low level, and there are many people 
unemployed © [U] The country is mired in recession. 
0 [C] The Japanese economy is experiencing its worst 
recession in 20 years. 


recessive /ri'ses-1v/ adj biology of or relating to 
a GENE (= chemical pattern) that causes a partic- 
ular characteristic only when it is passed on by 
both parents 


recharge /ri:'tfard3/ v [T] to give (a BATTERY) 
the ability to supply electricity again by connect- 
ing it to a piece of electrical equipment and filling 
it with electricity 
rechargeable /ri:'tfar-d3a-bal/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © a rechargeable electric razor 


recipe /'res-a-pi:/ n [C] a set of instructions tell- 
ing you how to prepare and cook a particular food, 
including a list of what foods are needed for this © 
When | make pies, | don’t need to follow a recipe. 


IDIOM with recipe 


ea recipe for something an idea, situation, or 
method that is likely to result in something © Treat- 
ing teenagers like six-year-olds is a recipe for disaster. 


recipient /r1'sip-i:-ant/ n [C] a person who re- 
ceives something © Lund was the first female recip- 
ient of an artificial heart. © See also: RECEIVER at 
RECEIVE GET 


reciprocal SIMILIAR /r'sip-ra-kal/ adj fmi op- 
erating for both, esp. equally or to a similar degree 
0 They share a truly reciprocal relationship. O USAGE: 
said about two people or things 
reciprocate /ri'sip-ra,keit/ v [I/T] fm! to do 
something for someone because the person has 
done something similar for you © [I] We gave them 
information, but they didn’t reciprocate. © [T] Hem- 
ingway loved Stein and she reciprocated his love. 


NUMBER /ri's1p-ra-kal/ n [C] mathematics a num- 
ber that when multiplied by another number re- 
sults in 1 


recital /ri'sait-2l/ n [C] a performance of music 
or dance, usually given by one person or a small 
group of people © a piano recital 


recite /ri'satt/ v [I/T] to say a piece of writing 
aloud from memory © [I] He was nervous about re- 
citing in front of the class. © [T] The children recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance every morning. 
recitation /,res-a'ter-fan/ n[C] fml° a recitation 
of the “Gettysburg Address” 


reckless /'‘rek-las/ adj showing a lack of care 
about risks or danger, and acting without thinking 
about the results of your actions © These punks 
have a reckless disregard for the law. © He pleaded 
innocent to reckless driving charges. 
recklessly /'rek-la-sli/ advo She spends her money 
recklessly. 
recklessness /'rek-lo-snas/ n [U] © The accident 
was a result of recklessness. 


reckon CALCULATE /'rek-an/ v [T] to calculate 
an amount based on facts or on your expectations 
© Do you reckon this watch has a little value? © [+ 


that clause] Brusca reckons that the value of all 
goods and services produced declined last quarter. 
reckoning /'rek-a-nin/ n [U] © By my reckoning, 
we should get there in another hour or so. 

CONSIDER /'rek-9n/ v [T] to consider or have the 
opinion that something is as stated O She reckoned 
they were both equally responsible. © She was widely 
reckoned to be the best actress of her generation. © 
| reckon | better get goin’ now. 


PHRASAL VERB with reckon 


ereckon with something/someone to consider the 
effect something or someone will have © Experts 
did not reckon with his determination. © Bening is a 
force to be reckoned with. 


reclaim /r'klerm/ v [T] to take back something 
that was yours © Students whose averages drop can 
reclaim their scholarships if they raise their grades. © 
The team reclaimed the lead and increased it to 13. 


recline /ri'klain/ v [I/T] 1 to lean or lie back with 
the upper part of your body in a nearly horizontal 
position, or to cause (something) to lean back © [I] 
Hacker was reclining leisurely in an office chair, his 
legs propped up on a desk. 2 If a seat reclines, you 
can change the position of its back so that it is in 
a leaning position: [I] The bus has air conditioning 
and seats that recline/reclining seats. 


recluse /'rek-lu:s, ra'klu:s/ n [C] a person who 
lives alone and avoids going outside or talking to 
other people 


recognition KNOWLEDGE /,rek-1g'n1J-an/ n 
[U] the fact of knowing who a person is or what a 
thing is because of having seen or experienced 
that person or thing before © Dole obviously had 
the greatest name recognition of all the Republican 
candidates. © Related verb: RECOGNIZE KNOW 

APPRECIATION /,rek-1g'n1J-an/ n [(U] 1 public ap- 
preciation for a person’s or group’s achievements 
© She gained recognition as an expert in energy con- 
servation. 2 Recognition also refers to the accept- 
ing of something as true: Charges were dropped in 
recognition of the fact that there simply wasn’t 
enough evidence. © Related verb: RECOGNIZE 
ACCEPT AS TRUE 


recognize KNOW /'rek-1g ,naiz/ v [T] to know 
someone or something because you have seen or 
experienced that person or thing before © / rec- 
ognized my old high school teacher from the pho- 
tograph. © Doctors are trained to recognize the 
symptoms of different diseases. © Related noun: 
RECOGNITION 
KNOWLEDGE 
recognizable /'rek-1g ,nai-za-bal/ adj familiar 
because of having been seen or experienced be- 
fore O The cartoon character was instantly recogniz- 
able to millions of children. 
recognizably /'rek-1g ,nat-za-bli/ adv © a rec- 
ognizably American name 
ACCEPT AS TRUE /'rek-1g ,naiz/ v [T] 1 to accept 
that something is true, important, or legal © [T] We 
recognize the problems you've faced and sympathize 
with you. © [+ that clause] He recognized that it was 
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unlikely he would ever see her again. 2 To recognize 
is also to show public appreciation for the achieve- 
ments of someone, or a person or group: [T] With 
this medal, we would like to recognize Lynn Jennings 
for excellence in women’s running. © Related noun: 
RECOGNITION APPRECIATION 


WORD FAMILY recognize 
Verbs 
Adverbs recognizably 


Nouns recognition recognize 


Adjectives recognizable 
unrecognizable 


recoil /ri'ko1l/ v [I] to make a sudden movement 
away from something esp. because of fear or dis- 
gust © (fig.) Sun-worshipers might recoil in horror at 
the chilling winds and rough seas, but we loved the 
place. 
recoil /‘ri:-korl, rt'korl/ n [U] the sudden, back- 
ward movement that a gun makes when it is fired 


recollect /,rek-a'lekt/ v [I/T] to remember 
something © [I] There were five young men in the 
car, as near as | can recollect. 
recollection /,rek-a'lek-fan/ n [C/U] a memory 
of something, or the ability to remember past 
events O [C] / have fond recollections of the times 
our families vacationed together in Vermont. 


recombinant DNA /ri:'kam-ba-nant di: 
ien'ei/ n [U] biology DNA (= chemical that con- 
trols the structure and purpose of cells) that is pro- 
duced artificially by combining DNA from different 
organisms or cells. 


recombination / ri: kam-ba ‘ner: fan/n[C/U] 
biology the process of creating new combinations 
of GENES with characteristics different from those 
in either parent 


recommend /,rek-a'mend/ v [T] to suggest 
that someone or something would be good or 
suitable for a particular job or purpose, or to sug- 
gest that a particular action should be done © Can 
you recommend a hotel in San Francisco? © [+ that 
clause] / recommend that you go on a diet. 
recommendation /,rek-a-man ‘der: fan, -,;men-/ 
n [C/U] a statement that someone or something 
would be good or suitable for a particular job or 
purpose, or the act of making such a statement © 
[U] / have to get five letters of recommendation to 
support my application to medical school. 


SPELLING _ eres i, SPI Te .-) 


recommend 

Many people make mistakes when speliing this 
word. The correct spelling has one “c” and two 
“m’s.” One way to remember this is that the 
word is made up of “re” + “commend.” 


! can recommend the cheeseburger — it’s 
excellent. 


recompense /'rek:-am ,pens/ n[U] fm/ payment 
given to someone for an injury suffered, or for the 
loss of or damage to property © The government 
seized the land without recompense to the owners. 


reconcile /'rek-an sail/ v{T] 1 to adjust the way 
you think about a fact or situation that is opposed 
to another fact or situation so that you can accept 
both © How do we reconcile the seemingly contra- 
dictory notions of cutting taxes and balancing the 
budget? 2 If two people are reconciled, they be- 
come friendly again after having argued so seri- 
ously that they kept apart: After two years of not 
speaking to one another, the two brothers were fi- 
nally reconciled. 3 To reconcile yourself to a situa- 
tion is to accept it even if it is unpleasant or painful, 
because it cannot be changed: He has reconciled 
himself to the loss of the election and is moving on. 
reconciliation /,rek-an ,stl-i: ‘er fan/n[C/U] the 
process of making two people or groups of people 
friendly again after they have argued seriously or 
fought and kept apart from each other, or a situ- 
ation in which this happens 


reconnaissance /ri'kan-a-sans, -zans/ n [U] 
the process of obtaining information about enemy 
forces or positions by sending out small groups of 
soldiers or by using aircraft © Aerial reconnaissance 
showed the location of the enemy’s tanks. 


reconsider /,ri:-kan'sid-ar/ v [I/T] to think 
again about (a decision or opinion) and decide 
whether you want to change it © [I] He begged her 
to reconsider. 


reconstruct © /,ri:-kan'strakt/ v[T] 1 to build 
or create again something that has been damaged 
or destroyed 2 If you reconstruct something that 
happened in the past, you combine a lot of details 
to try to get a clear idea of what happened: De- 
tectives tried to reconstruct the crime by comparing 
all the statements of the eyewitnesses. 
reconstruction © /,ri:-kan 'strak- fan/ n [C/U] 


Reconstruction /,ri:-kan'strak:fan/ n [U] US 

history the period after the US Civil War from 
1863 to 1877 when the southern states were 
brought back into the nation 


record STORE INFORMATION /ri'koird/ v [T] 1 
to keep information for the future by writing it 
down or storing it on a computer © She carefully 
recorded the events of the meeting. 2 To record is 
also to use a device to measure an amount, rate of 
speed, etc. and show it: Wind gusts of up to 50 miles 
per hour were recorded. 
record /'rek-ard/ n[C/U] 1 a piece of information 
or a description of an event that is written on paper 
or stored in a computer © [C] Did anyone make a 
record of what the president said at that meeting? 0 
[C] All medical records are kept confidential. © [C] 
She has a long criminal record (= there is official 
information about many crimes she has done). © 
[U] This summer has been the hottest on record (= 
the hottest summer known about). 2 A person’s 
or organization’s record is the actions that have 
been done in the past, and esp. how well or badly 
those actions have gone: [C] During his twenty 
years as a football coach, he compiled an outstand- 
ing record. 

STORE SOUNDS/IMAGES /ri'ko:rd/ v [T] to put 
sounds or pictures onto magnetic TAPE or a com- 
puter using electronic equipment so that they can 
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record-breaking 


recora-preaking 


be heard or seen later © The Beatles recorded many 
terrific albums over the years. 0 When | tried to phone 
her, all | got was a recorded message. 

record /'rek-ard/ n [C] a flat, plastic disk on 
which music is recorded 

recording /r1'ka:rd-1n/ n[C] a group of sounds 
or pictures on a disk or TAPE that can be heard or 
seen when played in a machine 


BEST /'rek-ard/ n[C] the best or fastest ever done 
o She set a new world record in the high jump. © 
Sales this season broke/shattered the record (= were 
better than ever before). 
record /‘rek-ard/ adj [not gradable] at a higher 
level than ever achieved before © Farmers in the 
Midwest are reporting a record harvest this year. 


WORD FAMILY record 


Nouns record Adjectives record 
recorder recorded 
recording unrecorded 


record 


record-breaking adj [not gradable] better or 
more extreme than anything that has come before 
0 This is going to be a record-breaking year for the 
company. 


recorder /ri'k2:rd-ar/ n [C/U] a musical instru- 
ment consisting of a wooden tube with holes 
along its length that are covered by the fingers to 
vary the notes and played by blowing into one 
end, or this type of instrument generally 


record player n [C] a machine on which re- 
cords can be played 


recount DESCRIBE /ri'kaunt/ v [T] to describe 
the particular events of an experience, or to tell a 
story © She recounted some of her experiences work- 
ing as a nurse in a hospital emergency room. 


COUNT /'ri:-kaunt/ n [C] a second or another 
count, esp. of the number of votes in an election 
O The final vote was so close that they demanded a 
recount. 


recoup /ri'ku:p/ v [T] to get back money that 
has been spent or lost © /t takes a while to recoup 
your initial costs when you begin a new business. 


recourse /'ri:-koirs, -kours/ n [U] fm! a way of 
dealing with a difficult or unpleasant situation © /f 
the company won't pay me, the only recourse left to 
me is to sue them. 


recover © /r'kav-ar/ v[I/T] 1 to get better after 
an illness or a period of difficulty or trouble © [I] /t 
took her a while to recover after the operation. 2 To 
recover something is to find or get back the use of 
something lost or taken away: [T] The police recov- 
ered her handkag, but her wallet was gone. 
recovery © /ri‘kav-a-ri/ n [C/U] the act or pro- 
cess of getting better; improvement © [U] The 
economy is showing signs of recovery. © [U] The story 
deals with the recovery of (= getting back) stolen 
jewelry. 


recreation / rek-ri:'e1- Jan/ n [C/U] something 
done for pleasure or to relax, or such activities gen- 
erally © [C] Sarah’s favorite recreation is shopping 
for antiques. 


recreational /,rek-ri:'e1-Jan-*l/ adj © Recrea- 
tional facilities include a swimming pool, gym, and 
fully-equipped exercise center. 


recreational vehicle, abbreviation RV n[C] a 
large motor vehicle in which you can sleep and 
often cook, used for traveling and CAMPING 


recrimination /r krim-a'ner Jan/ n [C/U] ar- 
gument between people who are blaming each 
other, or the particular way they blame each other 
o [U] Western leaders, instead of presenting a co- 
herent policy, have repeatedly lapsed into finger- 
pointing and recrimination. 


recruit /r'kru:t/ v [T] to persuade someone to 
become a new member of an organization © The 
coach spends a lot of time recruiting the top high 
school athletes. 
recruit /ri'kru:t/ n [C] a new member of an or- 
ganization, esp. a military organization 
recruiter /rt'kru:t-ar/ n[C] 0 He worked as a mili- 
tary recruiter in Texas. 


rectal /'rek-tal/ adj o See at RECTUM 


rectangle /‘rek tzn-gal/ n [C] geometry a flat 
shape with four sides and four 90° angles, with 
opposite sides of equal length and two sides 
longer than the other two > Picture: geometry 
rectangular /rek'teen-gja-ler/ adj geometry 
having the shape of a rectangle © The painting con- 
sists of four rectangular blocks of color. 


rectify /'rek-ta ,far/ v [T] to correct or make right 
0 | hadn’t meant to cause trouble, and asked what | 
could do to rectify the situation. 


rector /'rek-tar/ n [C] 1 (in some Christian 
groups) a priest in charge of a PARISH (= area) 2A 
rector can also be the person in charge of a uni- 
versity or school. 
rectory /'rek-ta-ri/ n[C] a house in which a rector 
or other priest lives 


rectum /'rek-tam/ n [C] the lowest end of the 
bowels, through which excrement passes as it 
leaves the body 
rectal /'rek-tal/ adj [not gradable] © She took the 
baby’s temperature with a rectal thermometer. 


recuperate /ri'ku:-pa,reit/ v [I] to become 
stronger and better again after an illness or injury 
o After leaving the hospital, he continued to recu- 
perate at home. 
recuperation /r1,ku:-pa'rer-Jan/ n [U] © a 
lengthy recuperation 


recur /r1'k3r/ v [I] -rr- to happen again or happen 
many times © /f the problem recurs, ‘ll see my doctor 
about it. 
recurring /ri'k3r-1n/, recurrent /ri'k3r-ant/ adj 
[not gradable] © He suffered recurring nightmares 
that someone was chasing him. 
recurrence /ri'k3r-ans/ n [C/U] 


recycle /ri:'sat-kal/ v [I/T] to collect and treat 
used objects and materials that are ready to be 
thrown out in order to produce materials that can 
be used again © [T] The law requires us to recycle 
paper products, glass bottles, soda cans, and some 
kinds of plastic. 
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recyclable /ri:'sar-kla-bal/ adj able to be recy- 
cled © Are plastic bottles recyclable or do they go in 
the garbage? 


red /red/ adj, n[C/U] -dd- 1 (of) the color of fresh 
blood © red gloves © [U] She wore red. © [C] These 
reds don’t match. 2 physics Red is also the color of 
light with the longest WAVES that humans can see. 
reddish /'red-1f/ adj slightly red © The leaves turn 
bright yellow or reddish-orange in the fall. 
redden /'red-®n/ v [I/T] to make or become red 
O [I] His face reddened with embarrassment. 


IDIOM with red 


ein the red spending more money than you earn 
© The company has been in the red for the last three 
quarters. O Compare IN THE BLACK at BLACK IDIOMS 


Red /red/ n[C] world history a COMMUNIST (=a 
person who believes in shared ownership of prop- 
erty and control of the methods of production) 


red blood cell n [Cc] biology any of the cells 
that carry oxygen around the body © Compare 
WHITE BLOOD CELL 


Red Crescent n [U] a group belonging to an 
international organization that takes care of peo- 
ple suffering because of war, storms, or other 
events 


Red Cross n [U] a group belonging to an inter- 
national organization that takes care of people suf- 
fering because of war, storms, or other events © 
There are 185 national Red Cross and Red Crescent 
societies in the world. 


redeem IMPROVE /ri'di:m/ v [T] to improve 
yourself, or to take action to improve the way 
other people think of you or something you have 
done © After his poor performance in the golf tour- 
nament two weeks before, he was determined to re- 
deem himself by playing well. © Very few TV talk 
shows have any redeeming values (= have good 
qualities that make their bad qualities less 
important). 

BUY BACK /ri'di:m/ v [T] to buy back something, 
or to exchange something for money or for goods 
or services © You can redeem the bond at any time, 
but you will lose some interest. 


redefine © /,riz-di 'fain/ v[T] to give something 
a new meaning © Researchers have called for the 
government to redefine dietary guidelines. 


redemption /r'dem-san/ n [U] the state of 
being kept from evil or of improving morally © The 
political leadership in that state is so corrupt that it’s 
beyond redemption (= it will always be morally 
bad). 


redesign /,ri:-di'zain/ n [C/U] a change in the 
design of something © [C] Major redesigns come 
once a decade. © [U] That meant further redesign to 
add additional support. 
redesign /,ri:-di'zain/ v [T] © In 1993 NASA re- 
designed the planned space station. 


redevelopment / ri:-di'vel-ap-mant/n[C/U] 
the improvement of an area that is in bad condi- 


tion, esp. an area of old buildings in a city © [U] 
Parking is something many plans for downtown re- 
development now recognize as critical. 


redhead /'red-hed/ n[C] a person whose hair is 
red or a brown color that is partly red 


red herring n [cj something that takes atten- 
tion away from a more important subject O Racism 
was not a factor in the case — that was a red herring 
thrown in by the defense lawyers. 


red light n[C) a red traffic light, where vehicles 
have to stop © Compare GREEN LIGHT 


red meat n[U] meat from animals with four legs 
such as cows, pigs, and sheep 


redneck /‘red-nek/n [C] slang a poor, white per- 
son without education, esp. one living in the 
countryside in the southern US, who is believed to 
have PREJUDICED (= unfair and unreasonable) ideas 
and beliefs © USAGE: This word is usually consid- 
ered offensive. 


redouble /ri:'dab-al/ v [T] to make something 
much stronger; increase © We must redouble our 
efforts to provide help quickly. 


redox /'ri:-daks/ n [U] chemistry a chemical pro- 
cess in which an atom, MOLECULE, etc., either 
gains or loses ELECTRONS 


redress /ri'dres/ v [T] fm/ to correct a wrong © 
Affirmative action to help minorities is intended to 
redress wrongs. 


redshift /‘red' sift/ n [U] physics a change in the 
way that light reaches the earth from stars and 
other objects in space because they are moving 
away from the earth 


red tape n [U] official rules and processes that 
seem unnecessary and delay results © Rescue work 
is often hampered by red tape at national borders. 


reduce /ri'du:s/ v [T] 1 to make something less 
in size, amount, degree, importance, or price © A 
low-fat diet can reduce the risk of heart disease. © 
Grunn employs 17,900 people, but that number will 
be reduced by 500 workers. © All electronic equip- 
ment in the store has been reduced (= lowered in 
price). 2 To reduce someone or something to a 
particular state is to cause that person or thing to 
be in that state: Without any information, we’ve 
been reduced to guessing what happened. © The 
town was reduced to rubble in the fighting. 
reduction /ri'dak-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] a 2% re- 
duction in the budget © [U] There will be no reduction 
in services. 


reducing agent n(C] chemistry a substance 
that adds one or more ELECTRONS to another 
substance 


redundant /rn'dan-dant/ adj 1 more than 
what is usual or necessary, esp. using extra words 
that mean the same thing © My English teacher was 
merciless if what we wrote was abstract, sentimental, 
or redundant. 2 Br People who are redundant have 
become unemployed because they are no longer 
needed at their place of work. 
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redwood 
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redundancy /ri'dan-dan-si/ n[U] © They're try- 
ing to cut the redundancy of some federal programs. 


redwood /'red-wud/ n [C/U] an evergreen tree 
that grows esp. in California and can become very 
tall, or the valuable brown-red wood of this tree 


reed /ri:d/ n[C] 1 a type of tall, stiff grass that 
grows near water 2 A reed is also a thin strip of 
wood in some musical instruments, such as the 
CLARINET or OBOE, that produces sound when air 
is blown over it. 


reef /ri:f/ n [C] a line of rocks or sand at or near 
the surface of the sea © a coral reef 


reek /ri:k/ v [I] to have a strong, unpleasant smell 
© The locker room reeked of gym clothes. 
reek /ritk/ n[U] © the reek of dead fish 


reel HOLDER /ri:I/ 7 [C] a round or cylindrical de- 
vice on which a rope, wire, film, or other long, thin 
strip or object is rolled, or the amount of some- 
thing stored on this © a reel of film 


MOVE /ri:l/ v [I] 1 to move from side to side as if 
you are going to fall while walking or standing © 
Reeling a bit, he tripped and fell. 2 lf you reel, or 
your mind or brain reels, you feel very confused or 
shocked: Our team is reeling from five straight losses. 


PHRASAL VERBS with reel 


ereel in/out something [M] to move something by 
using a REEL O Gibson reeled in a 10-pound large- 
mouth bass. © The firemen reeled the hoses out. 
ereel in something/someone [M] to get control of 
something or someone, sometimes by offering 
something in exchange © The article offers tips on 
how computer users can avoid being reeled in by in- 
ternet hustlers. 

ereel off something [M]} to do something quickly 
and easily © He reeled off the names of his grand- 
children. © The Hawks reeled off nine straight points. 


reelect /,ri:-a'lekt/ v [T] to elect someone again 
© He was reelected despite some concerns about his 
personal life. 
reelection /,ri:-a'lek-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] Reelec- 
tion seemed unlikely after her arrest. 


reenact /,ri:-a'nekt/ v [T] to repeat the actions 
of an event that happened in the past as a hobby 
or as a performance © The show reenacts medical 
emergencies. 
reenactment /,ri::a'nzekt-mant/ n [C] © a reen- 
actment of Civil War battles 


reenter /ri: ‘ent: ar/ v [I/T] to enter a place again, 
or to join an activity again © [T] She reentered the 
game shortly after being injured. 
reentry /ri:'en-tri/ n [C/U] © [U] The highest risks 
in space flight are on launch and during reentry into 
Earth’s atmosphere. 


ref /ref/ n[C] short form of REFEREE 
refer /ri'far/ v -rr- 
PHRASAL VERBS with refer 


erefer to someone/something MENTION to men- 
tion or talk about someone or something © / don’t 


know which of his sisters he was referring to. O Re- 
lated noun: REFERENCE MENTIONING 

erefer to someone/something RELATE to relate to 
or involve someone or something © The town’s 
name may refer to a nearby underground spring. © 
Related noun: REFERENCE CONNECTION 

erefer to something LOOK AT to look at some- 
thing for information or help © He referred to the 
dictionary for the correct spelling of the word. © Re- 
lated noun: REFERENCE AUTHORITY 

erefer someone/something to someone/something 
SEND to send someone or something to a differ- 
ent place or person for help © First see your pedia- 
trician, who may refer you to a pediatric allergist. © 
Related noun: REFERRAL 


WORD FAMILY refer 


Nouns refer 


referee 


referee Verbs 


reference 
referral 


referee /,ref-9'ri:/, short form ref n [C] (in some 
sports) a person who controls a game and makes 
sure the rules are followed, or more generally a 
person who helps to find a fair solution to a dis- 
agreement © Fans booed the referee’s call. 
referee /,ref-a'ri:/ v [I/T] © [T] He volunteered to 
referee the game. 


reference MENTIONING /'ref-rans/ n [C/U] the 
act of mentioning someone or something in 
speech or writing © [U] Avoid making any reference 
to his accident. © Related verb: REFER TO MENTION 


STATEMENT /'ref:rans/ n [C] a written statement 
describing your character and abilities, or the per- 
son who writes this statement © She has excellent 
references. © Could | list you as a reference on my 
application? 

CONNECTION /'ref-rans/ n [U] the act of making a 
connection between subjects © His comments were 
in reference to a stupid question someone asked. © 
Related verb: REFER TO RELATE 


AUTHORITY /'ref-rans/ n[C/U] 1 a text that records 
facts and information © [C] There is a list of the 
author's references at the end of the article. 2 A ref- 
erence is also the act of looking at a text: [U] These 
books are for reference only and may not be checked 
out of the library. 3 A reference can also mean a 
REFERENCE BOOK: [C] What references did you use 
for this research? © Related verb: REFER TO LOOK AT 


reference book n [C] a book of facts, such as 
a dictionary or an ENCYCLOPEDIA, which you look 
at to get information 


referendum /ref-a'ren-dam/ n [C] pi refer- 
endums, referenda a vote in which all the people 
in a country or an area decide on an important 
question 


referral /r '‘f3r-al/ n[C] an act of sending some- 
one or something to a person or place where what 
is wanted or needed can be obtained © Her doctor 
gave her a referral to a specialist. 0 Related verb: 
REFER TO SEND 
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refill /ri:'fil/ v [T] to fill something again with 
more of the same thing © He refilled their glasses 
with ice-cold lemonade. 
refill /‘ri:-fl/ n [C] A refill is also a container or an 
amount of what is needed to fill something again: 
a prescription refill © The waitress asked if | wanted 
a refill of coffee. 


refine © /ri'fain/ v [T] 1 to make a substance 
pure by removing unwanted material © Sugar and 
oil are refined before use. 2 To refine something also 
means to improve it by making small changes: We 
haven't finished refining the plan yet. 
refined © /ri'faind/ adj 1 Regional exports in- 
clude refined oil and copper. 2 Someone who is re- 
fined is polite, graceful, and aware of quality and 
style: The hotel lobby reflects the refined taste of the 
owners. 
refinement @ /r'fain-mant/ n [C/U] the pro- 
cess of improving something © [C] The accuracy of 
the machine has been increased through a number 
of refinements. © [U] The refinement of sugar cane 
produces sugar. © [U] She grew up in a home envi- 
ronment of culture and refinement (= politeness and 
quality). 
refinery /ri'fat-na-ri/ n [C] a factory where raw 
substances, such as sugar, oil, or metal, are made 
pure 


reflect SEND BACK /rr'flekt/ v [I/T] physics to 
send back light, heat, energy, or sound from a sur- 
face O [T] Light-colored clothing reflects the sun’s 
heat rather than absorbing it. © [!] Moonlight re- 
flected off the surface of the lake. 
reflective /ri'flek-tiv/ adj © Joggers should wear 
reflective clothing at night. © See also: REFLECTIVE at 
REFLECT THINK 
reflection /rt'flek-fan/n [C/U] 1 physics the re- 
turn of light, heat, sound, or energy from a surface 
2 A reflection is also an image seen in a mirror or 
other shiny surface © Standing on the dock, we could 
see the reflection of the sky in the still water. 3 phys- 
ics The angle of reflection is the angle that a beam 
of light or other energy that is reflected from a 
surface makes with a line vertical to that surface. 
reflector /r1'flek-tar/ n [C] © His new lighting sys- 
tem uses lamps and reflectors. 

SHOW /r1'flekt/ v [T] to show, express, or be a sign 
of something © His blank face reflected his boredom. 
reflection /r1'flek-fan/ n [C] © Their finely deco- 
rated home is a reflection of their good taste. © The 
team’s losses of late seem to be a reflection on the 
coaching. 


THINK /ri'flekt/ v [1] to think carefully © She felt she 
needed time to reflect on what to do next. 
reflection /rt'flek:fan/ n [C/U] © [C] Her reflec- 
tions on life are recorded in her journal. © [U] After 
much reflection, he decided to return to teaching. 
reflective /ri'flek-tiv/ adj © In my more reflective 
moments, | write poetry. O See also: REFLECTIVE at 
REFLECT SEND BACK 


WORD FAMILY reflect 


Nouns reflection 
reflector 


Adjectives reflective 


Verbs reflect 


IDIOM with reflect 


ereflect on someone/something to influence peo- 
ple’s opinion of a person, group, or organization 
© When one player behaves badly, it reflects on the 
whole team. © The outstanding work of our scientists 
reflects well on the entire university (= influences 
people to have a good opinion of the university). 
0 Trash in the streets reflects badly on the community 
(= influences people to have a bad opinion of the 
community). 


reflex /'ri:-fleks/ n [C usually pl] 1a sudden, au- 
tomatic reaction to something © He’s strong, al- 
ways has good positioning, and his reflexes are 
fantastic. 2 biology A reflex is also an automatic 
reaction involving nerve cells that is not controlled 
by the brain, and, therefore, does not involve 
choice, for example, sneezing or vomiting 


reflexive /r'flek-siv/ adj [not gradable] gram- 
mar showing that the action of the verb is directed 
back on the subject © In the sentence “He hurt him- 
self,” “hurt” is a reflexive verb and “himself” is a 
reflexive pronoun. 


reform /ri'fo:rm/ v [I/T] social studies to be- 
come better, or to make something better by mak- 
ing corrections or removing any faults © [T] As 
governor, he reformed election procedures. © [|] She 
insists that she has finally reformed. 
reform /rt'fo:rm/ n [C/U] © [U] The administra- 
tion is proposing welfare reform. 
reformation /,ref-ar'mer:fan/ n [C/U] © [U] ref- 
ormation of the health care system 
reformed /ri'fo:rmd/ adj © I’m a reformed guy - 
! eat a low-fat diet and exercise every day. 
reformer /r1'fo:r-mar/ n[C] social studies a per- 
son who works for political, social, or religious 
change 


refract /r'frzekt/ v[T] physics to change the di- 
rection of light, sound, heat, or other energy as it 
travels across or through something 
refraction /r1'fraek-fan/ n [U] physics 1 The ab- 
solute index of refraction is a calculation of the 
relationship between the speed of light moving 
through a MEDIUM (= a substance) and the speed 
of light in a VACUUM (= place with no matter in 
it). 2 The angle of refraction is the angle that a 
beam of light or other energy that is refracted by 
a surface makes with a line vertical to that surface. 


refrain NOT DO /r1'frein/ v [I] to not let yourself 
do something © Please refrain from talking during 
the lecture. 


SONG /r1'frein/ n[C] a short part of a song or poem 
that is repeated, esp. at the end of each longer 
part, or any phrase that is often repeated © Every 
year we hear the same refrain, that women are mak- 
ing great strides in business. 


refresh /ri'fref/ v [T] to give new energy and 
strength to someone © A good night's sleep will re- 
fresh you. 
refresher /r1'freJ-ar/ n [C] 0 Lemonade is a good 
refresher on a hot summer day. 
refreshing /ri'fref-1n/ adj © a refreshing breeze 
on a hot day © [+ to infinitive] /t’s refreshing to see 
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refresher course 
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so many young families moving into the neigh- 
borhood. 

refreshingly /ri'fref-19:li/ adv © a refreshingly 
honest statement 

refreshment /ri'fref-mant/ n [C/U] a small 
amount of food or drink © [C] Light refreshments 
will be available after the meeting. 


IDIOM with refresh 


erefresh someone's memory help someone re- 
member something © She reread her notes to re- 
fresh her memory. 


refresher course n [C] a training course that 
keeps people informed about new developments 
in their area of interest or skill 


refrigerate /r'frid3-9,reit/ v [T] to make or 
keep something, esp. food or drink, cold so that it 
stays fresh, usually in a REFRIGERATOR © Refrigerate 
the mayonnaise after opening the jar. 
refrigeration /r1,frid3-a're1-Jan/ n [U] © The 
food will spoil without refrigeration. 
refrigerator /ri'frid3-9,reit-ar/, infml fridge n 
[C] a large piece of equipment that uses electricity 
to preserve food at a cold temperature © Compare 
FREEZER at FREEZE 


refuge /'ref-ju:d3, -ju:3/ n [C/U] protection or 
shelter from danger, trouble, etc., or a place that 
provides this © [U] Residents took refuge in their 
basements during the tornado. © [C] The bay is also 
a wildlife refuge for large numbers of birds. 
refugee /,ref-ju'd3i:, ‘ref-ju ,d3i:/ n [C] a person 
who leaves his or her home or country to find 
safety, esp. during a war or for political or religious 
reasons 


refund /ri'fand, 'ri:-fand/ v [T] to pay back 
money received or spent © The theater refunded our 
money when the performance was canceled. 
refund /'ri:-fand/ n [C] © If you overpaid, you 
should demand a refund. 


refurbish /r1'f3r-bif/ v [T] to make a room or 
building look fresh and new again © You've refur- 
bished the kitchen. 


refuse SAY NO /ri‘fju:z/ v [I/T] to say or show 
that you are not willing to do, accept, or allow 
something © [I] She asked him for a loan, but he 
refused. © [T] We were refused admission to the 
building. © [+ to infinitive] On cold mornings, the car 
may refuse to start. 

refusal /ri'fju:-zal/ n [C/U] © [C] His refusal to 
contribute money angered the organizers. 
GARBAGE /'ref-ju:s, -ju:z/ n [U] worthless or un- 
wanted objects or materials; garbage © We sepa- 
rate refuse from recyclables. 


refute /ri'fju:t/ v [T] to prove a statement, opin- 
ion, or belief to be wrong or false © Are you refuting 
the evidence? 


regain /ri'gein/ v [T] to get something back 
again © | had to move out to regain my sanity. 


regal /'ri:-gal/ adj suitable for or in the manner 
of a king or queen © a regal bearing 


regale /r'geil/ v [T] to entertain someone with 
stories or jokes © Grandpa regaled us with tales of 
his small-town childhood. 


regalia /ri'geil-ja/ n [U] special clothes and dec- 
orations, esp. those used at official ceremonies © 
He wore the full regalia of a Kiowa chieftain. 


regard /r'gard/ v [T always + adv/prep] to con- 
sider or think about something in a particular way, 
or to look carefully at someone or something © 
Laura is highly regarded by her colleagues. © The dog 
regarded me with suspicion as | approached the door. 
regard /ri'gard/ n [U] © She has no regard for 
other people’s feelings. © The boss holds her opinions 
in high regard. 
regarding /ri'gard-1n/ prep in relation to; about 
© | have a question regarding your last statement. 
regardless /ri'gard-las/ adv [not gradable] de- 
spite what has been said or done © We want tax 
cuts, but regardless, we need to limit expenditures. 


IDIOMS with regard 


ein regard to someone/something, with regard to 
someone/something in relation to someone or 
something © / am calling in regard to your recent 
inquiry. 

eregardless of something without being influ- 
enced by any other events or conditions © / tell 
them the truth, regardless of what they want to hear. 


regards /r'gardz/ pl n greetings and expres- 
sions of affection © Please give my regards to your 
sister. 


regatta /ri'gat-9, -'gzet-2/ n [C] a boat race or 
series of races 


regenerate IMPROVE /ri:'d3en-9,rert/ v [T] to 
improve a place or system so that it is active or 
producing good results again © As president of the 
college, he regenerated a failing institution. 

GROW AGAIN /ri:'dzen-9,reit/ v [I/T] biology to 
grow again, or to make something grow again, for 
example, new tissue or a new part 
regeneration /ri: ,dzen-a'ret-fan/ n [U] 


regent /'ri:-dzant/ n [C] (in the US) a member 
of the governing group of a university or educa- 
tional system © the Board of Regents 


reggae /'reg-e1, 're1-ger/ n[U] a type of popular 
music from Jamaica with a strong second and 
fourth beat 


regime © /re1'3i:m, ra-/ n[C] a particular, gov- 
ernment, or a system or method of government © 
a Communist/totalitarian regime 


regimen /'red3-9:man/, regime /re1'3i:m, ra-/n 
[C] a set of rules about food, exercise, or behavior 
that you follow, esp. in order to improve your 
health © His doctor put him on a strict regimen of 
exercise and low-fat food. 


regiment /'red3-a-mant/ n[C] a large group of 
soldiers combining several BATTALIONS 

regimented /‘red3-9,ment-ad/ adj extremely 
controlled © They lead a very regimented life. 
regimentation / red3-a:man'ter: fan, --men-/n 
[U] © He hated the regimentation of boarding school. 
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region © /'ri:-d3an/ n[C] 1 a particular area or 
part of a state, country, or the earth’s surface © 
Wheat is the major crop of this region. 2 A region is 
also a particular area or part of the body: He’s com- 
plaining of pain in the lower abdominal region. 
regional © /'ri:-d3an-9l/ adj [not gradable] 0 a 
regional trade and rail center 
regionally © /'ri:-dzan-l-i/ adj 


IDIOM with region 


¢ (somewhere) in the region of approximately o 
The temperature yesterday was somewhere in the re- 
gion of 30°. 


regionalism /‘ri:-dzan-4l 1z-am/ n[C] a word 
or expression characteristic of a particular area © 
“Spider” is a New England regionalism for a type of 
frying pan. 

register © RECORD /'red3-9-star/ v {I/T] 1 to 
record someone’s name or ownership of property 
on an official list © [T] | registered the car in my 
name. © [+ to infinitive] Voters have until February 
16 to register to vote in the primary. © [I] Students 
are currently registering for summer courses. 2 If you 
register a letter or package when you mail it, you 
pay extra to have it recorded and receive special 
care in delivery. 
register © /'red3-a-star/ n[C] a book containing 
an Official list or record © The American Film Institute 
drew up a register of the 100 greatest American films 
ever made. 
registered © /'red3-a-stard/ adj [not gradable] 
© Only registered voters can be picked for jury 
selection. 
registration @ /,red3:a'strer-fan/ n[C/U] o[C] 
Keep your car registration with the vehicle. © [U] With 
an election approaching, both political parties are 
encouraging voter registration. 
registry /'red3-a-stri/ n [C] an official list or rec- 
ord, or a place where official records are kept © a 
voter registry 

MEASURE /'red3-9-star/ v[I/T] (of an instrument) to 
measure and record an amount © [T] The thermom- 
eter registered 79°F. O [I] The tremor barely registered 
on the Richter scale. 

SHOW /'red3-a-star/ v [T] to show an emotion by 
the expression on your face © Her face registered 
shock at the news. 

HAVE EFFECT /'red3-a-star/ v{I] to have some effect 
© The loss of her home has not really registered on 
her yet. 

RANGE /'red3-9-star/ n[C] all the notes that a voice 
or musical instrument can produce, from the high- 
est to the lowest 

MONEY /'‘red3-a-star/ n [C] short form of CASH 
REGISTER 

DEVICE /'red3-a-star/ n [C] a device that controls 
the flow of air from a heating or cooling system 
through an opening into a room 


registered mail n [U] a way to send a letter 
in which you pay extra to have a record of when 
it was delivered and who received it 


registered nurse, abbreviation R.N. n [C] a 
nurse who has formally trained and passed an 


exam and is officially qualified to perform all nurs- 
ing duties O Compare PRACTICAL NURSE 


registered trademark, symbol @ n [C] a 
TRADEMARK that is officially recorded by a govern- 
ment office 


registrar /,red3-a'strar/ n [C] a person who 
keeps records, esp. a college or university official 
who is responsible for students’ records of classes 
and marks 


regress /ri'gres/ v [I] to return to a previous and 
less advanced or worse state © Our team improved 
in the second half, while our opponents regressed. 
regression /ri'gref-an/ n {U] © Learning a lan- 
guage requires regression to childlike simplicity. 


regret /ri'‘gret/ v -tt- 1 to feel sorry or unhappy 
about something you did or were unable to do © 
[T] He regretted his decision to leave school. © [+ 
(that) clause] | regret (that) | didn’t buy more when 
they were on sale. © [T] I’m going to regret eating 
all those nachos. 2 fml Regret is also used to express 
in a polite way that you feel sorry about some- 
thing: [+ (that) clause] My husband regrets (that) 
he couldn’t be here tonight. © [+ to infinitive] The 
weather, | regret to say, is getting worse. 
regret /ri'gret/ n [C/U] © [C] | have no regrets 
about quitting. © [U] She expressed regret for letting 
her friends down. 
regretful /ri'gret-fal/ adj feeling or expressing 
sadness or disappointment © a regretful sigh 
regretfully /r1'gret-fa-li/ advo “We never spoke 
of it,” Anne regretfully acknowledged. 
regrettable /ri'gret-a-bal/ adj causing or de- 
serving sadness or disappointment © The omission 
of a sponsor’s name on the program was a regret- 
table error. 
regrettably /ri‘gret-a-bli/ adv © Regrettably, he 
died before he could see her again. 


WORD FAMILY regret 
Nouns regret Verbs regret 


Adjectives regrettable Adverbs regrettably 
regretful regretfully 


regroup /ri:'gru:p/ v [I/T] to organize again in 
order to make a new effort, esp. after a defeat © [I] 
They lost their first game, but then regrouped and 
beat Detroit and Hartford. 


regular REPEATED /'reg:ja-ar/ adj happening 
repeatedly in a fixed pattern, with equal or similar 
amounts of space or time between one and the 
next © a regular heartbeat © working regular hours 
© Trees were planted at regular intervals along the 
avenue. 
regularly /'reg-ja-lar-li/ adv 0 We meet regularly 
each morning for coffee. © See also: REGULARLY at 
REGULAR OFTEN 
regularity /,reg-ja'leer: at-i/ n[U] © The regularity 
of the design gets boring after a while. © See also: 
REGULARITY at REGULAR OFTEN 


USUAL /'reg:ja-lar/ adj 1 usual or ordinary; NOR- 
MAL © He drove his regular route to work. © Her reg- 
ular assistant is on vacation. 2 Regular also means 
of an average or standard size: That minivan is 
longer than a regular station wagon. 3 The regular 
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army is the permanently organized army of a 
country. 4 grammar A regular verb, noun, adjec- 
tive, or other type of word follows the usual rules 
in the language for changing word endings. 5 If 
you describe a man as a regular guy, you mean 
that he is an ordinary, likable person: He wanted to 
prove he was a regular guy by going fishing. 
OFTEN /'reg:ja-lar/ adj doing the same thing or go- 
ing to the same place often © a regular contributor 
to the magazine © a regular customer 
regular /'reg-ja-lar/ n [C] © He’s one of the regu- 
lars at the club. 
regularly /'reg-ja-lar-li/ adv © She appears regu- 
larly on national TV. © See also: REGULARLY at REG- 
ULAR REPEATED 
regularity /,reg-ja'lzer-at-i/ n [U] © She watches 
those shows with amazing regularity. © See also: 
REGULARITY at REGULAR REPEATED 
EQUAL /'reg:ja-lar/ adj shaped equally on all sides 
© Her teeth are small and regular. 


WORD FAMILY regular 


Nouns regular Adjectives regular 
regularity irregular 
irregularity = Adverbs ~—_ regularly 


irregularly 


regulate © /'reg:jaleit/ v [T] 1 to control an 
activity or process by rules or a system © A com- 
puter system regulates production. © [+ question 
word] Their parents regulate how much TV the chil- 
dren can watch. 2 Regulate also means to adjust 
something to a desired level or standard: As a di- 
abetic, she regulates her sugar intake carefully. 
regulation @ /,reg-ja'ler- fan/ n [C/U] 9 [C] fea- 
eral safety regulations © [U] She favors government 
regulation of health-care systems. 
regulation @ /,reg:ja'ler-Jan/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © Soldiers wear a regulation uniform. 
regulator @ /'reg-ja,lert-ar/ n [C] a person or 
organization whose job is to control an activity or 
process and make certain that it operates as it 
should © Federal regulators prepare to set stricter 
rules for cars and fuel. 
regulatory @ /'reg:ja-la,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ adj Oo a 
regulatory agency © federal regulatory standards 


regulation /,reg-ja'ler-Jan/ n [U] biology the 
chemical and nerve processes that allow people to 
adjust to changes in themselves and their environ- 
ment so that they can continue to live 


regurgitate /ri'g3r-d39 ,tert/ v[I/T] 1 to repeat 
information without understanding it © [+ ques- 
tion word] People are just regurgitating what they 
see on TV. 2 Regurgitate also means to vomit. 


rehabilitate /,ri:-ho'bil-a,tert, ,ri:-a-/, short 
form rehab /‘ri:-heeb/ v [T] to return someone to a 
healthy or usual condition or way of living, or to 
return something to good condition © The aim is 
to rehabilitate the prisoners so that they can lead 
productive lives when they are released. © That 
builder rehabilitates older housing which he then sells 
for a profit. 


rehabilitation /,ri:-ha,bil-a'ter- Jan, —,rit-a-/, 
short form rehab /'ri::haeb/ n [U] © How much re- 
habilitation will your knee require? 


rehash /'ri:-hzeJ/ v [T] to present something old 
in a new way or form without any real change or 
improvement © The kids keep rehashing the same 
old argument about whose turn it is. 
rehash /'ri:-haef/ n [C] © The new season's fash- 
ions seem like a rehash of last year’s. 


rehearse /r'h3rs/ v [I/T] to practice something, 
such as music or a speech, or lead a person or 
group in practicing it, in order to prepare for a 
public performance © [I] We rehearse all day and 
do the show that evening. 
rehearsal /r1'har-sal/ n [C/U] © [C] Zubin Mehta 
will conduct several rehearsals as well as the actual 
concert. © [U] The play is in rehearsal. 


reign /rein/ v [I] to rule a country, or to have 
power or control 
reign /rein/ n[C] © the reign of Louis XIV 


reimburse / ri:-om'b3rs/ v [T] to give back the 
amount of money that someone has spent © 
They‘re going to reimburse me for the airfare. 
reimbursement /,ri:-am'b3r-smant/ n [C/U] 
the act of paying back, or the money that is paid 
back 


rein /rein/ n [C usually pl] a long thin piece of 
material, esp. leather, used to control a horse 


PHRASAL VERB with rein 


erein in something/someone [M] to control unde- 
sirable activity or growth, or control someone who 
is behaving badly © The federal government is at- 
tempting to rein in health care costs. 0 The premier 
will soon rein in his new security chief. 


reincarnation /ri: 1n-kar'ner-fan/ n [C/U] the 
belief of some people that the spirit of a dead per- 
son returns to life in another body or form, or a 
person or thing believed to have returned or been 
brought back in this way 
reincarnate /,ri:-tn'kar ,nert/ v [T] to live again 
in a different body or form 


reindeer /‘rein-dir/ n [C] p/ reindeer a type of 
deer that has horns like branches and lives in 
colder, northern parts of the world 


reinforce © /,ri:-an'fo:rs, -'fours/ v [T] 1 to 
make something stronger, usually by adding more 
material or another piece © Building codes in Cali- 
fornia required that steel rods be used to reinforce 
cinder-block construction. 2 Something that re- 
inforces an idea or opinion provides proof or sup- 
port: But let me just cite one other fact to reinforce 
what you're saying. 3 To reinforce an army is to 
provide it with more soldiers or weapons. 
reinforcement © /,ri:-on 'fo:r-smant, -'four-/n 
[U] 1 something added to provide more strength 
or support © The dam urgently needs reinforcement. 
2 Reinforcements are soldiers sent to join an army 
to make it stronger. 3 Reinforcement is also a way 
of influencing behavior through rewards and pun- 
ishments: positive/negative reinforcement 


reinstate /,ri:-on'stert/ v [T] to put someone 
back in a job or position previously held, or to put 
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related 


a law or rule back into effect © She will be reinstated 
to her full professorship and receive back pay and 
benefits. © The hospital suspended Goldstein during 
the investigation but reinstated him when the report 
cleared him of any wrongdoing. 


reinvent / ri:-an'vent/ v[T] to change someone 
or something so much that the person or thing 
seems completely new © He promised to reinvent 
government if elected. 


IDIOM with reinvent 


ereinvent the wheel to waste time learning how 
to do something when it is already known how to 
do it © We don’t need to reinvent the wheel, we just 
need to hire someone who already knows how to 
make the system work. 


reissue /ri:'1f-u:/ v [T] to print or produce again 
© The recording was reissued on CD. 


reiterate /ri:'it-,reit/ v [T] fm/ to say some- 
thing again © He reiterated his view that it was time 
to withdraw from the region. 


reject © /ri'dgekt/ v [T] 1 to refuse to accept, 
use, or believe something or someone © The school 
rejects a third of all applicants. 2 To reject someone 
is also to treat someone in a way that shows you 
do not feel affection for that person: As a child, she 
had felt rejected by her mother. 3 medical If your 
body rejects tissue or an organ that comes from 
another person, your body has a dangerous physi- 
cal reaction to it. 


reject ® /'ri:-dzekt/ n [C] a damaged or faulty, 


object, or a person who has had many jobs be- 
cause of not being successful at any of them © /n 
desperation the hockey team picked up a 35-year- 
old reject as a backup goalie. 

rejection © /r'd3ek-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] fear of 
rejection O [C] | applied for ten jobs and got ten 
rejections. 


rejoice /ri'd3215/ v [I] fm/ to feel or show great 
happiness © Everyone rejoiced at the news of his safe 
return. 


rejoin /ri:'d321n/ v [T] to return to a person or 
group © She rejoined her husband in Toronto. 


rejoinder /ri'd321n-der/ n [C] fmi a quick an- 
swer, often given in a way that is competitive or 
amusing © The reviewer's mistakes were so flagrant 
that Gove drafted a strong rejoinder. 


rejuvenate /r'd3u:-va,neit/ v [T] 1 to make 
someone look or feel young and energetic again © 
She felt rejuvenated by her vacation. 2 To rejuvenate 
an organization or place is to improve the way it 
works or looks and make it seem fresh: They can 
do much to rejuvenate old neighborhoods and keep 
the city from declining again. 


relapse /r'leps/ v[I] to return to a previous bad 
condition or a worse way of life after making an 
improvement © She briefly relapsed twice after being 
released from the hospital. 
relapse /ri'leeps, 'ri:-laeps/n[C] the return of an 
illness suffered previously 


relate CONNECT /ri'lert/ v[I/T] to be connected 
with something, or to show that something is con- 


nected with something else © [I always + adv/prep] 
The point I’m making now relates to what | said be- 
fore. © [T] She relates rising unemployment rates di- 
rectly to government policies. 

related /ri'lert-ad/ adj [not gradable] connected 
© We discussed inflation, unemployment, and related 
issues. O They invested in technology-related com- 
panies. O See also: RELATED 

relation /r1'le1-fan/ n 1 connection or similarity 
© [U] There was little relation between the book and 
the movie. 2 Relations are the connections be- 
tween people, groups, organizations, or countries: 
[pl] diplomatic relations © [pl] business/economic 
relations 

relationship /r1‘ler- fan, fip/ n[C] 1 the way in 
which things are connected or work together o 
Write an essay on the economic relationship between 
farming and transportation. 2 A relationship is the 
way two or more people are connected, or the way 
they behave toward each other: “What is your re- 
lationship to the soloist?” “She's my daughter.” o 
The two men have a good working relationship. 3 A 
relationship is also a close romantic friendship be- 
tween two people. 


USAGE", 5 *s ap A lg 
relationship 
Be careful to use the preposition with when the 


expression “have a relationship” is followed by 
a name or pronoun. 


| have a good relationship with my parents. 


thave-a-good-relationship-te-my-parents: 


TELL /ri‘leit/ v [T] to tell a story or describe a series 
of events © She related the story over dinner. © [+ 
question word] In this article, the author relates 
what it felt like to return to school at the age of 47. 


WORD FAMILY relate 


Nouns related 
unrelated 


relative 


relation 
relations 


Adjectives 


relationship 
relative 


Adverbs relatively 


relate 


IDIOM with relate 


ein relation to something 1 in connection with 
something © The drug is being studied for possible 
beneficial effects in relation to migraine headaches. 
2 In relation to also means compared with: She 
checked the map to see where Miami is in relation to 
Orlando. 


PHRASAL VERB with relate 


«relate to someone/something to understand and 
appreciate someone or something © The kids need 
a teacher who can relate to them. © “Malcolm 
thought people should learn to live together.” “I can 
relate to that.” 


related /r1'leit-ad/ adj [not gradable] belonging 
to the same family © Of course Elise and Linda are 
related — they’re cousins. © José and Alfonso are re- 
lated by marriage. © See also: RELATED at RELATE 
CONNECT 
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relative 


re i es 


relation /ri'ler-fan/ n [C] a person who is a 
member of the same family as another person © 
On our trip, we visited friends and relations on both 
sides of the family. 


relative COMPARED WITH /'rel-at-1v/ adj [not 
gradable] as judged or measured in comparison 
with something else © We considered the relative 
merits of flying to Washington or taking the train. © 
Relative to (= Considering) birthweight, the new- 
borns were doing well. 
relatively /'rel-at-1v-li/ adv [not gradable] o The 
stereo was relatively inexpensive. 

FAMILY /‘rel-at-1v/ n [C] a member of your family 
O All her relatives came to the wedding. 


relative clause n[C] grammar a clause in a 
sentence that cannot exist independently, begins 
with a RELATIVE PRONOUN, and describes a noun 
that comes before it © In the sentence “The movie 
that we saw was very good,” “that we saw” is a 
relative clause. 


relative pronoun n[C] (in grammar) a pro- 
noun such as “which,” “who,” or “that,” that is 
used to begin a RELATIVE CLAUSE 9 In the sentence 
“The movie that we saw was very good,” “that” is 
a relative pronoun. 


relativity /,rel-a'tiv-at-i/ n [U] physics a two- 
part theory in physics describing motion and the 
relationships between space, time, and energy © 
Einstein’s theory of relativity 


relax © /r'leks/ v [I/T] 1 to become or cause 
someone to become calm and comfortable, and 
not worried or nervous, or to become or cause a 
muscle or the body to become less tight © [I] She 
saw a need for a downtown club where women could 
relax. © [T] This exercise will help you to relax your 
neck muscles. © [T] He relaxed his grip on my arm (= 
held it less tightly). 2 When rules or controls are 
relaxed, they are made less severe. 
relaxation @ /,ri: ,lak'ser-fan/ n[U] © The sen- 
ator and his family flew to West Palm Beach for golf 
and relaxation. 
relaxed @ /ri'lakst/ adj comfortable and infor- 
mal © It’s a very relaxed atmosphere on campus. 


WORD FAMILY relax 


Nouns relaxation Verbs relax 


Adjectives relaxed 


WORD CHOICES relax — > 


The phrasal verb chill out is a common, infor- 
mal way of saying “relax.” 


We spent the whole week chilling out on the 
beach. 


The verb unwind means “to start to relax after 
working or doing something difficult.” 


Music helps me to unwind. 
If a person relaxes and doesn’t use much en- 
ergy, the expression take it easy is often used. 
You'll need to spend a few days taking it easy 
after the operation. 


The fixed expression put your feet up is also 
often used to mean “sit down and relax.” 
I’m going to make myself a cup of coffee and 
put my feet up for half an hour. 


relay /ri:'ler, ‘ri:-le1/ v [T] to tell something you 
heard © | relayed the news to the others. 


relay (race) /‘ri:-le1 (‘rets)/ n [C] a running or 
swimming race between two or more teams usu- 
ally of four members, each of whom goes a part 
of the distance © the Penn Relays 


release © MAKE FREE /ri'li:s/ v [T] 1 to give 
freedom to someone © Agents questioned the men, 
then released them because they had done nothing 
wrong. 2 If you release a device, you move it from 
a locked position and allow it to move freely: She 
released the brake and the car rolled forward. 
release @ /rt'li:s/ n[C usually sing] © Diplomatic 
efforts were underway to secure the release of the two 
journalists. 


STOP HOLDING /r1'‘li:s/ v[T] to drop, or to stop car- 
rying, holding, or containing something © The dog 
brought the ball back to us but wouldn't release it. 
© The company was charged with releasing toxic 
gases into the atmosphere. 


MAKE PUBLIC /ri'‘li:s/ v [T] to let something be 
shown in public or made available for use © The 
police released a drawing of the suspect. 
release /ri'lits/ n [C] © The release of the movie 
was delayed for several months. 


relegate /'rel-a,gert/ v [T] fm/ to put something 
or someone into a lower or less important rank or 
position © In the past when African-American men 
worked as sailors aboard ships, they were often rel- 
egated to jobs as cooks and stewards. 


relent /ri'lent/ v [I] to do something you had 
refused to do before, or to allow someone to do 
something that you had refused to allow before © 
For days we begged him to see a doctor about his 
cough, and finally he relented. 


relentless /ri'lent-las/ adj continuing in a de- 
termined way without any interruption © the re- 
lentless pursuit of wealth and power 
relentlessly /r1'lent-la-sli/ advo He is campaign- 
ing relentlessly, trying to build support. 


relevant © /'rel-a-vant/ adj related to a subject 
or to something happening or being discussed © 
We turned over relevant documents to the investi- 
gating team. 
relevance @ /'rel-a-vans/, relevancy /'‘rel-a- 
van:si/ n[U] © the relevance of railroads to the de- 
velopment of the American west 


reliable © /ri'lat-a-bal/ adj deserving trust; DE- 
PENDABLE © My car is old but it’s reliable. 
reliably @ /r1'lat-a-bli/ adv © His whereabouts 
were unknown, but he was reliably reported to be 
alive. 
reliability © /rt,lat-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] © The reli- 
ability of this smoke detector is guaranteed. 
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remark 
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reliance © /r'lat-ans/ n [(U] the condition of 
depending on something or someone © She said 
that there is too much reliance on meat in our diet. 
reliant © /rt'lat-ant/ adj © The nation is still reli- 
ant on imported oil. 


relic /‘rel-1k/ n[C] 1 an object from the past, esp. 
one that has no modern use but is often valued for 
its meaning or importance in history © The ship was 
a relic of the Spanish-American War. 2 A relic is also 
a part of the body or clothing of a SAINT (= holy 
person), or something that belonged to a saint. 


relief HAPPINESS /r1'li:f/ n [U] 1 a feeling of hap- 
piness that something unpleasant has not hap- 
pened or has ended © She breathed a sigh of relief 
when she finished her exams. 2 Relief also means 
the reduction or end of pain: Aspirin may give you 
some relief. 

HELP /r1'li:f/ n[U] food, money, or services for peo- 
ple in need © disaster relief 

WORK OF ART /ri'li:f/ n [C/U] the building up of 
parts of a surface to form a picture or design that 
can be seen above the background, or a work of 
art made by this method © [C] the reliefs of the 
Parthenon 


relieve LESSENPAIN /r‘li:v/ v [T] 1 to make 
something bad or painful less severe © The addition 
to the school will relieve overcrowding. © She was 
given morphine to relieve the pain. 2 To relieve your- 
self is to excrete urine. 
relieved /r1'‘li:vd/ adj happy that something un- 
pleasant has not happened or has ended © She was 
immensely relieved when the medical test proved to 
be negative. 

REPLACE /r1'li:v/ v[T] to arrive or come in order to 
take the place of another person © The guard is 
relieved at 6 p.m. by the night watchman. 


PHRASAL VERB with relieve 


erelieve someone of something to take a respon- 
sibility or job from someone © After the story ap- 
peared in the newspaper, the captain was relieved of 
his commana. 


religion /ri'lid3-an/ n [C/U] the belief in and 
worship of a god or gods, or any such system of 
belief and worship 
religious /r1'l1d3-as/‘adj © a religious holiday © He 
is deeply religious. 
religiously /ri'lid3-a-sli/ adv If you do some- 
thing religiously, you do it regularly: | exercise re- 
ligiously, | really do. 


relinquish /r1'lin-kw1{/ v [T] to give up some- 
thing, such as a responsibility or claim © He refused 
to relinquish control of his company. 


relish ENJOY /'rel-1J/ v [T] to like or enjoy some- 
thing © | enjoyed our vacation, but didn’t relish the 
twenty-hour trip back home. 
relish /'rel-1f/ n [U] the enjoyment you get from 
doing something 

SAUCE /'rel-1f/ n [C/U] a type of sauce, usually 
made of vegetables cut into small pieces, vinegar, 
and spices, that adds flavor to food © [U] We have 
relish for the hamburgers and hot dogs. 


relive /ri:'iv/ v [T] to remember an experience 
clearly © She and | like to reminisce and relive the 
good-old days. 


relocate © /ri:'lou keit/ v [I/T] to move to a 
new place © [I] The company will relocate, but anew 
home has not been chosen yet. 
relocation @ /,ri: lou'ker-Jan/ n [C/U] © Big 
contracts make the relocation of those players 
unlikely. 


reluctant © /r'Iak-tant/ adj not wanting to do 
something and therefore slow to do it © [+ fo in- 
finitive] She had trouble sleeping but was reluctant 
to take sleeping pills. 
reluctantly @ /ri'lak-tant-li/ adv © He reluc- 
tantly resigned. 
reluctance @ /r1'Iak-tans/ n (U] 


rely on/upon something/someone © 
/rr'lai,2:n, -,an; -9,p2:n, -a,pan/ phrasal verb to 
depend on or trust someone or something © You 
can’t rely on good weather for the whole trip. © The 
system relies too heavily on one person. 


remain /r'mein/ v 1 to stay in the same place 
or in the same condition © [I] The doctor said he 
should remain in bed for a few days. © [L] She re- 
mained silent. 2 \f something remains, it continues 
to exist when other parts or things no longer do: 
[!] Only the foundation of the ancient temple 
remains. 
remainder /r1'mein-dar/ n[C usually sing] 1 the 
part that is left after the other parts are gone, used, 
or taken away © It rained the first day but was sunny 
for the remainder of the trip. 2 mathematics A re- 
mainder is the amount left when one number can- 
not be exactly divided by another. 
remaining /ri'mer-nin/ adj [not gradable] o Use 
half the dough and keep the remaining half covered. 
remains /ri'meinz/ pl n 1° Rescue workers 
searched the remains of the house. 2 A person’s re- 
mains are that person’s dead body. > Usage: rest, 
stay, or remain? at REST RELAX 


WORD FAMILY remain 


Nouns remainder 


remains 


Adjectives remaining 


Verbs remain 


IDIOM with remain 


e something remains to be seen something is still 
unknown or unclear 0 Whether the Republican can- 
didate can still win the election remains to be seen. 
O It remains to be seen what the students think of 
their teachers’ ideas. 


remake /ri:'merk/ v [T] past remade to make 
something again as new © The President is slipping 
in the polls and he is trying to remake his image. © 
Hollywood studios often remake foreign films 
remake /'ri:-meik/ n [C] © Have you seen the re- 
make of “King Kong”? 


remark /r1'mark/ v1 to give a spoken statement 
of an opinion or thought © [+ (that) clause] She 
remarked (that) she’d be home late. 2 \f you remark 
on something, you notice it and say something 
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remarkable 
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about it: [1] All his friends remarked on the change 
in him. 

remark /ri'mark/ n [C] © | think if you read his 
remarks, you'll find them very fair. 

WORD FAMILY remark 


Nouns 


Verbs remark 


Adverbs 


remark 
remarkably 


Adjectives remarkable 
unremarkable 


remarkable /r'mar-ka-bal/ adj approving un- 
usual and surprising © He’s a remarkable young 


man. 
remarkably /rt'mar-ka-bli/ adv approving © They 
were remarkably calm after the crash. 


rematch /'ri:-mzt{/ n[C] asecond competition 
or game between competitors © The teams meet 
in a rematch of last season’s conference finals. 


remedial /ri'mi:d-i:-al/ adj [not gradable] (of 
an activity) intended to correct or improve some- 
thing, esp. skills © Students can enroll in remedial 
English classes. 


remedy /'rem-ad-i/ n[C] a substance or method 
for curing an illness, or a way of dealing with a 
problem or difficulty © cold remedies 
remedy /'rem-ad-i/ v [T] © We’re working to rem- 
edy these shortcomings. 


remember /ri'mem-bar/ v [I/T] to be able to 
bring a piece of information back into your mind, 
or to keep a piece of information in your memory 
© [T] Naomi vividly remembers the day her daughter 
was born. © [I] I’ve been a Tiger fan as long as | can 
remember. © [T] Williams will be remembered for his 
generosity. © [+ question word] Can you remember 
where we parked the car? O [+ that clause] You have 
to remember that these things take time. © [+ to in- 
finitive] Remember to buy some stamps. 
remembrance /r'mem-brans/ n [C/U] © [C] 
The video makes a nice remembrance of the party. 
» Usage: remind or remember? at REMIND 


USAGE: (2-0 Sein aeoe, he jae err a 
remember or memory? 
Remember is a verb. Use remember when you 


think about or bring thoughts into your mind 
about a person, place, or event from the past. 


| can remember when | went skiing in 
Colorado for the first time. 
Memory is a noun. Use memory to talk about 
the person, place, or event from the past that 
you think about. 
| have many good memories of when | was a 
child. 


WORD CHOICES remember | 


More formal alternatives are verbs such as re- 
call and recollect. 


| don’t recall arranging a time to meet. 
| didn’t recollect having seen him. 


Remind means “to make someone remember 
something,” or “to make someone remember 
to do something.” 


Every time we meet he reminds me about the 
money he lent me. 
Will you remind me to buy some eggs? 
The phrasal verb come back is often used when 
someone suddenly remembers something. 
I'd forgotten his name but it’s just come back 
to me. 
To reminisce is to remember and talk about 
pleasant things that happened in the past. 
We were just reminiscing about our school 
days. 
To keep/bear something in mind is to remem- 
ber someone or something that may be useful 
in the future. 
When you book your flight, keep/bear in mind 
that the holidays are the busiest period. 
If something sticks in your mind, you can re- 
member it easily, often because it is strange or 
exciting. 
His name stuck in my mind because it was 
very unusual. 


remind /r'maind/ v[T] to make someone aware 
of something forgotten or possibly forgotten, or 
to bring back a memory to someone © Remind him 
to call me. O Anna reminds me of her mother. 
reminder /rt'main-dar/ n [C] something that 
helps someone remember © She kept the shells as 
a reminder of our days together. © [+ that clause] 
The park serves as a reminder that nature is worth 
preserving. 


USAGE a Sali 
remind or remember? 
If you remember a fact or something from the 


past, you keep it in your mind or bring it back 
into your mind. 


| can’t remember the name of that film. 
Did you remember to bring your passport? 


When you remind someone to do something, 
you make them remember it. 


Can you remind me to phone Anna 
tomorrow? 


€an-you-remembermeto_phone Anna 
tomorrow? 


reminisce /,rem-o'nts/ v [I] to talk or write 
about past experiences that you remember with 
pleasure © Grandpa likes to reminisce about his years 
in the navy. 
reminiscence /,rem-a'nts-ans/ n [C/U] © [C] 
She published reminiscences of her life in China. 
reminiscent /,rem-a'nis-ant/ adj O That tune is 
reminiscent of a song my mother used to sing. 


remiss /n'mis/ adj not doing a duty carefully or 
well enough © | would be remiss if | didn’t mention it. 


remission /ri'mif-an/ n [C/U] a period of time 
when an illness is less severe © [U] Her leukemia is 
in remission. 
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rent 
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remit /r'mit/ v [T] -tt- fmi to send money to 
someone © Please remit payment by the 15th of the 
month. 


remnant /'‘rem-nant/ n [C] a small piece or 
amount of something that is left from a larger, 
original piece or amount © a carpet remnant 


remodel /ri:'mad-®1/ v [I/T] --, -Il- to give a new 
shape or form to something, esp. a room or house 
O [T] We remodeled the kitchen. 


remorse /ri'mo:rs/ n[U] a strong feeling of guilt 
and regret about something you have done o 
Judges took account of the prisoner’s remorse. 
remorseful /ri'mo:rs-fal/ adjo I’m still remorseful 
for having broken it. 
remorseless /rt'mo:r-slas/ adj © a remorseless 
tyrant 


remote /ri'mout/ adj 1 far away in distance, 
time, or relation; not close 0 Ben grew up ina re- 
mote part of Montana. © It happened in the remote 
past. © There is a remote possibility (= slight chance) 
that we won't be able to make the trip. 2 Someone 
whose behavior is remote is not friendly or inter- 
ested in others. 
remotely /r1'mout-li/ adv [not gradable] © He 
isn’t even remotely (= in any way) like his brother. © 
a remotely operated car 


remote control, short form remote n [C/U] a 
device or a system for controlling something from 
a distance © Is this remote for the TV or the DVD 
player? © The robot, standing about 3 feet tall, can 
be operated by remote control. 
remote-controlled adj [not gradable] © Re- 
mote-controlled cameras monitor the entrance. 


remove © /ri'mu:v/ v [T] to take something 
away from an object, group, or place © Please re- 
move your books from the counter. O Club soda will 
remove that stain. 0 He was removed from office (= 
forced to leave an official position). © Space flight 
is pretty far removed from (= not part of) most peo- 
ple’s experience. 
removal © /r'mu:-val/ n [U] © He ordered the 
immediate removal of the troops. 
removable @ /r1'mu:-va-bal/ adj able to be re- 
moved © This jacket has a removable collar. 
remover /ri'mu:-var/ n[U] © paint remover 


remuneration /r1 mju:-na'rer-fan/ n [U] fml 
pay for work or services 


renaissance /‘ren-a sans, -,zans/ n[C] 1 anew 
growth or interest in something, esp. art, litera- 
ture, Or music © a poetry renaissance 2 world his- 
tory The Renaissance was a period of growth and 
activity in the areas of art, literature, and ideas in 
Europe during the 14th, 15th, and 16th centuries. 


rename /ri:'neim/ v[T] to give something anew 
name © Upon completion, the fort was renamed in 
honor of its commander. 


rend /rend/ v [T] past rent dated to break some- 
thing violently; tear 


render CAUSE /'ren-dar/ v[T] to cause someone 
or something to be in a particular state O New tech- 
nology renders a computer obsolete in a year. 


REPRESENT /'ren-dar/ v[T] to represent something 
in a work of art or a performance © The drawing 
was rendered in muted pastels. 
rendering /'ren-da-rin/ n [C] © a watercolor 
rendering 


GIVE /‘ren-dar/ v[T] fm/ to give something to some- 
one © An employee is someone who renders his or 
her services in exchange for pay. 


rendezvous /‘ran-di,vu:, -dei-/ n [C] pi ren- 
dezvous 1 a meeting at a particular place and time 
© a secret rendezvous 2 A rendezvous is also a par- 
ticular place where people often meet: This restau- 
rant is a popular rendezvous for local artists. 
rendezvous /‘ran-di,vu:, -der-/ v [I] © Shall we 
rendezvous around 6 p.m.? 


rendition /ren'diJ-an/ n [C) a particular way in 
which music is performed or a drawing or painting 
is produced or appears © new renditions of old Beat- 
les tunes 


renegade /'ren-1,gerd/ n [C] a person who has 
changed from supporting esp. one political, reli- 
gious, or national group to supporting another © 
a renegade state © She’s always been a renegade. 


renege /ri'nig, -'neg/ v [I] to not do what you 
previously agreed to do; to fail to keep a promise 
or agreement © He reneged on his offer. 


renew INCREASE ACTIVITY /ri'nu:/ v [T] to be- 
gin doing something again or with increased 
strength O She renewed her efforts to contact her 
sister. 

renewed /r1'nu:/ adj [not gradable] © renewed 
interest/enthusiasm 


CONTINUING USE /ri'nu:/ v [T] to increase the pe- 
riod of time that something can be used or is in 
effect © to renew a passport/subscription 
renewable /r1'nu:-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 1 a 
renewable agreement 2 Renewable substances can 
be used and easily replaced: renewable energy 
resources 
renewal /rt'nu:-al/ n [C/U] © [U] renewal of a 
license 


renounce /ri'nauns/ v [T] to say publicly that 
you no longer own, support, believe in, or have a 
connection with something © Gandhi renounced 
the use of violence. O Related noun: RENUNCIATION 


renovate /'ren-9,vert/ v [T] to repair and im- 
prove something, esp. a building 
renovation /,ren-a'ver:fan/ n [C/U] 0 [C] The 
museum is closed for renovations. 


renown /ri'naun/ n [U] fm/ the state of being 
famous © an artist of national renown 
renowned /ri'naund/ adj © The region is re- 
nowned for its natural beauty. 


rent PAYMENT /rent/ n [C/U] a fixed amount of 
money paid or received regularly for the use of 
usually an apartment, house, or business space © 
[C] Rents in this building are ridiculously high. © [U] 
How much rent do you pay? © [U] Are there any 
apartments for rent (= available) there? 
rent /rent/ v [T] © | rented a car for the trip to 
Boston. 
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renunciation 


rental /'rent-I/ n [C/U] the act of renting, an 
amount paid in rent, or something rented © [U] 
boat/car rental 


USAGE 
rent 


This verb can be confusing because people 
sometimes use it to mean two different things. 
Usually if you rent an apartment or house, you 
pay someone so that you can live there. 
| rent a 2-bedroom apartment. 
If you rent or rent out an apartment or house 
that you own, you accept money from some- 
one else who is living there. 
We usually rent out the cabin during hunting 
season. 
We thought we should look for a house that 
had apartments that we could rent to pay 
the mortgage. 


TORN /rent/ past simple and past participle of REND 


renunciation /r1,nan-si:'e1-fan/ n [C] the act 
of RENOUNCING (= no longer supporting) some- 
thing © the renunciation of the use of force 


reopen /ri:'ou-pan/ v[I/T] 1 to open something 
again after it has been closed for a period of time 
© [I] Restaurant and hotel owners were wondering 
when they could reopen. © [T] He said he would re- 
open the road during morning and evening rush 
hours. 2 If a process or discussion reopens, it be- 
gins again after it has stopped for a period of time: 
[T] This may present an opportunity to reopen peace 
talks. 


reorganize /ri:'5:r-ga,naiz/ v [I/T] to organize 
something differently © [I] After the battle, the pla- 
toon reorganized on the edge of the town. © [T] The 
IRS has proposed a new plan to reorganize the 
agency. 
reorganization /,ri: ,s:1r-ga-na'zer- fan/ n[C/U] 
© [U] The company may announce a reorganization 
of management before the end of this year. 


rep SALES /rep/ n [C] short form of SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

REPUTATION /rep/ n [C usually sing] short form of 
REPUTATION © | wouldn’t spend time with him — he’s 
got a bad rep. 


Rep. n [C] abbreviation for REPRESENTATIVE 


repaid /r'perd/ past simple and past participle of 
REPAY 


repair /ri'per, -'pzr/ v [T] to put something 
damaged, broken, or not working correctly back 
into good condition or make it work again © Sur- 
geons repaired the severed artery. 
repair /ri'per, -'pzer/ n [C/U] © [C] My car is in 
the garage for repairs. © [U] Our building is in poor 
repair (= bad condition). 


WORD FAMILY repair 


Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs irreparably 


repair 
disrepair 


repair 


Adjectives irreparable 
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WORD CHOICES repair 


The verbs 
alternatives. 
| must get my bike fixed. 
Can you mend that hole in my trousers? 
The phrasal verb fix up is often used when 
someone repairs something and improves it. 
Nick loves fixing up old cars. 
The verb service is often used when examining 
and repairing cars or other machines. 
I'm taking the car to the garage to have it 
serviced this afternoon. 
The verb patch can be used when someone 
fixes something in a basic and temporary way. 
We managed to patch the hole in the roof. 


fix and mend are common 


repairman /r'per-man, m'pzr-, --mzen/ n[C] 
someone whose job is to make things that are bro- 
ken work correctly © a TV repairman 


reparation /,rep-a'rer-fan/ n [C/U] payment 
for harm or damage © [C] The company paid rep- 
arations to the victims of the explosion. 
reparations /,rep-a'rer:fanz/ p!n world history 
payments made by a defeated nation after a war 
to pay for damages or expenses it caused to an- 
other nation 


repatriate /ri:'per-tri: ert, -'pze-tri:-/ v [T] to 
send or bring someone or something back to the 
country that person or thing came from 
repatriation /ri: per-tri: ‘er fan, -,pze-tri:-/ a [U] 
© Repatriation of refugees is essential to rebuilding 
the country. 


repay /ri'pe1/ v [T] past repaid to pay someone 
money that was borrowed, or to reward (some- 
one) © How can | ever repay you for your kindness? 
repayment /ri:'per-mant/ n [C/U] o [U] They ex- 
pect repayment of the loan over three years. 


repeal /rr'pi:!/ v [T] (of a government) to make 
a law no longer a law © Legislators repealed the sales 
tax. 
repeal /ri'pi:l/ n[U] © Senators called for the law’s 
repeal. 


repeat /r1'pi:t/ v [T] to say, tell, or do something 
again © She repeated the question. © Listen to the 
tape and repeat each word. 
repeat /ri'pi:t, 'ri:-pi:t/ n [C] © We're hoping to 
avoid a repeat of last year’s disaster. 
repeated /r1'pi:t-ad/ adj [not gradable] happen- 
ing again and again © repeated attempts/warnings 
repeatedly /ri'pi:t-ad-li/ adv [not gradable] © 
He has repeatedly denied being there. 


WORD FAMILY repeat 


Nouns _ repeat 


repetition 


Adjectives repeated 
repetitive 


Adverbs repetitious 


repeatedly 
repetitively 


Verbs repeat 


repel /r'pel/ v [T] -Il- 1 to force away something 
unwanted © This coat repels moisture. 2 Repel can 
also mean disgust: Even the idea of him repels her. 
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797 represent 


repellent /n'pel-ant/ n [C/U] © [U] Bring insect 
repellent along on the hike. 


repent /r'pent/ v[I/T] to be sorry you did or did 
not do something © [I] Jenkins returned, to repent 
and face justice. 


repercussion /,ri:-par'kas-an, ,rep-ar-/ n [C 
usually pl] the usually bad effect of an event, ac- 
tion, or decision © The repercussions of her com- 
ments could be serious. 


repertoire /'rep-ar,twar/ n [C] all the music, 
plays, dances, operas, etc., that a person or a 
group can perform, or that exist in a particular 
type of activity related to the arts © Americans don’t 
know the American repertoire, aside from Gershwin. 


repertory /‘rep-ar ,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ n [C/U] a se- 
ries of performances by a group of actors or danc- 
ers presenting several different works during a 
particular period, or a REPERTOIRE 


repetitive /r ‘pet: at-1v/ adj expressed or hap- 
pening in the same way many times © a repetitive 
task © a series of repetitive motions © Related verb: 
REPEAT 
repetitious /,rep-a'tif-as/ adj © The movie got a 
little repetitious after the third car chase. 
repetition /,rep-a'trf-an/ n [C/U] © [U] It takes 
time, patience, and repetition to learn a language. 


rephrase /ri:'freiz/ v [T] to say or write some- 
thing again in a different way © Could you rephrase 
your question? 


replace CHANGE FOR /r1'pleis/ v [T] to take the 
place of something or put in the place of some- 
thing or someone else © We replaced our old air 
conditioners. © The ailing actress was replaced by her 
understudy, 
replacement /rr‘pleis-mant/ n [C/U] © [U] The 
replacement of typewriters by computers happened 
quickly. 

PUT BACK /ri'‘pleis/ v [T] to put something back 
where it was before © After dusting the vase, she 
replaced it on the shelf. 


replay REPETITION /‘ri:-plei/ n[C usually sing] a 
repetition of an earlier event © Interest rates were 
lowered to avoid a replay of the stock market crash. 

REPEAT PLAYING /'ri:-plei/n[C] a playing for a sec- 
ond time, sometimes ‘at a slower speed, of a re- 
cording, esp. of an event shown on television © 
News programs broadcast endless replays of the 
shooting. 
replay /ri:‘plei/ v [T] © | replayed the night in my 
mind. 


replenish /ri'plen-1f/ v [T] to fill something 
again, or return something to its earlier condition 
© We need to replenish our cookie supply. 


replete /ri 'pli:t/ adj fm/full 0 a heart replete with 
(= full of affection 


replica /'rep-li-ka/ n [C] a copy of an object 


replicate /'rep-la,kert/ v [I/T] 1 to copy or re- 
peat something © [T] Researchers tried to replicate 
the original experiment. 2 biology To replicate an 
organism, cell, or DNA means to produce an exact 
copy of it. 


replication /,rep-la'ker-Jan/ n[C] 


reply /r1'plai/ v to answer a question © [I] She 
asked him how old he was but he didn’t reply. © [+ 
that clause] He replied that he wasn’t interested. 
reply /r1'plar/ n [C/U] © [C] Mary’ reply was care- 
fully considered. © [U] When he made no reply, she 
continued. 


report TELL /ri'po:rt, -'pourt/ v [T] to give a de- 
scription of something or information about some- 
thing to someone © We called the police to report 
the theft. 0 The accident was reported in all the news- 
papers. © [+ that clause] The crew reported that the 
situation was normal. 
report /r1‘po:rt, -'pourt/ n [C] © a financial report 
© | have to write a report on immigration. © Accord- 
ing to reports there has been an earthquake in Los 
Angeles. 
reportedly /rt'po:rt-ad-li, -'pourt-/ adv [not 
gradable] © New York is reportedly a very exciting 
place to live (= People say that it is). 
reporter /rt'po:rt-ar, -'pourt-ar/ n [C] a person 
whose job is to discover information about news 
events and describe them for a newspaper or mag- 
azine or for radio or television 

GO SOMEWHERE /ri'po:rt, -'pourt/ v [I always + 
adv/prep] to go to a place and say that you are 
there or inform someone about what you are do- 
ing © | report for work/duty at 8 a.m. every morning. 
9 In this job you'll be reporting directly to (= working 
for) the president. 


WORD FAMILY report 


Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


report 
reporter 


report 


reportedly 


Adjectives unreported 


report card n [C] 1 a teacher's written state- 
ment about a student’s performance at school 0 
Sam got three A’s and a B on his report card. 2 A 
report card can also be a report about the perfor- 
mance of an organization or program that is made 
public: The report card evaluates the performance of 
private and public universities. 


reported speech, indirect speech n [U] En- 
glish a description of what someone has said with- 
out using the exact words used © The sentence “He 
told me that he would like to go” is an example of 
reported speech. 


repository /ri'paz-a,to:ri, -,tour-i/ n [C] a 
place where things are stored © a nuclear waste 
repository © (fig.) The proverbs amounted to a re- 
pository of wisdom. 


reprehensible /,rep-ri'hen-sa-bal/ adj [not 
gradable] deserving blame; recognized as bad © 
His conduct, though morally reprehensible, is not a 
crime. 


represent ACTFOR /,rep-ri'zent/ v [T] to 
speak, act, or be present officially for a person or 
group © His law firm is representing a dozen of the 
families involved in that disaster. 
representation /,rep-ri-zen'ter- fan, -zan-/ n 
[U] © People too poor to pay for legal representation 
get a public defender. 
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representative 798 


representative /,rep-ri'zent-at-1v/ aaj [not 
gradable] © Democracy is a representative system of 
government. 

representative /,rep-ri'zent-at-1v/ n [C] 4 a 
person who represents another person or a group 
© The company has representatives in most European 
capitals. 2 politics & government A representative 
is also a member of a law-making group. © See 
also: REPRESENTATIVE 


DESCRIBE /,rep-ri'zent/ v [T] to show or describe 
something, or to be a sign or symbol of something 
© The memorial represents the sacrifice of men and 
women who gave their lives in the war. 
representative /,rep-ri'zent-at-1v/ adj [not 
gradable] serving to describe, esp. a larger group 
of the same type © A good political poll is based on 
a representative sampling of voters. O See also: 
REPRESENTATIVE 

BE /,rep-ri'zent/ v[L] to be the result of something, 
or to be something © This represents years of work. 
© China and India represent 40% of the world’s 
population. 


| WORD FAMILY represent 


Nouns representation 
representative 


Adjectives representative 
unrepresentative 


Verbs 


represent 


representative, Representative /,rep-r'zent- 
at-Iv/, abbreviation Rep. n [C] politics & govern- 
ment a member of the US House of Representa- 
tives; a CONGRESSMAN or CONGRESSWOMAN © 
See also: REPRESENTATIVE at REPRESENT ACT FOR 


repress /ri'pres/ v [T] to prevent feelings, de- 
sires, or ideas from being expressed © In the end, 
it was impossible to repress her emotions. © The gov- 
ernment repressed all reports from the region. 
repressed /ri'prest/ adj 0 repressed memories 
repression /r1'prej-an/ n [U] © The report dealt 
with the repression of civil liberties during the period. 
repressive /ri'pres-1v/ adj © The military regime 
was repressive and corrupt. 


reprieve /ri'pri:v/ n [C] 1 an official order to 
delay or stop a prisoner’s punishment, esp. the 
punishment of death © The warden notified Shaw 
of his reprieve. 2 A reprieve is also any delay that is 
welcomed: The play, about to close, was granted a 
four-week reprieve. 
reprieve /r1'pri:v/ v [T] 


reprimand /‘rep-ra,mzend/ v [T] to tell some- 
one, esp. officially, that his or her behavior is 
wrong and not acceptable © The committee repri- 
manded and censured him for his uncooperative 
attitude. 
reprimand /'rep-ra ,mzend/ n[C] © His boss gave 
him a severe reprimand for being late again. 


reprint /ri:'print/ v [T] to print a book again © 
The first edition sold out, so it is being reprinted. 
reprint /'ri:-print/ n [C] 


reprisal /ri'prar-zal/ n [C/U] an act of damage 
or injury against an enemy in reaction to an act of 


damage or injury done to you © [C] Employees 
didn’t speak out about the company’s pollution for 
fear of reprisal. 


reprise /ri'pri:z/ n [C] a repeat of something © 
The actor is planning a reprise of his role in the play. 
reprise /r1'pri:z/ v [T] to repeat a song, perfor- 
mance, or set of actions © / was to play the doctor, 
reprising a role I’d done years earlier. 


reproach /ri'prout{/ v [T] to criticize or find 
fault with someone © He’s still reproaching himself 
for the accident. 
reproach /rt'proutf/ n [C/U] © [U] The child's be- 
havior was above/beyond reproach (= blameless). 


reproduce PRODUCE NEW LIFE /,ri:-pra'du:s/ 
v [I/T] biology (of living things) to produce a new 
living thing of the same type as itself 
reproduction /,ri:-pra'dak: fan/ n[U] the act or 
process of producing new life 
reproductive /,ri:-pra'dak-tiv/ adj [not grada- 
ble] relating to the production of new life 

COPY /,ri:-pra'du:s/ v [I/T] to produce a copy of 
something, or to show or do something again © 
[T] The design was reproduced on T-shirts. 
reproduction /,ri:-pra'dak-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] 
The poster is a reproduction of a Monet painting. 


reptile /'rep-tal, -tail/ n [C] any of various ani- 
mals whose blood temperature changes with the 
outside temperature and whose bodies are cov- 
ered by SCALES or PLATES (= hard material) © 
Snakes, turtles, and crocodiles are all reptiles. 


republic /r1'pab-lik/ n [C] politics & govern- 
ment a country that is governed by elected rep- 
resentatives and an elected leader 
republican /rt'pab-l1-kan/ n [C] politics & gov- 
ernment a person who supports or believes in rep- 
resentative government 


Republican Party n [U] one of the two main 
political parties in the US. Traditionally it supports 
lower taxes and smaller government, and is sup- 
ported by wealthy people and businesses. 


repudiate /r1'pju:d-i: ,ert/ v [T] fm to refuse to 
accept or obey something or someone; REJECT © 
The evidence presented at the trial has since been 
repudiated. 
repudiation /rt,pju:d:i:'er: fan/ n [U] 


repugnant /ri'pag-nant/ adj [not gradable] 
causing a feeling of strong dislike or disgust © The 
trade in wild animals was repugnant to most people. 


repulse /ri'pals/ v [T] 1 to push someone or 
something back or away, esp. to successfully stop 
an attack O The enemy attack was quickly repulsed. 
2 If something repulses you, it causes you to have 
a strong feeling of dislike and want to avoid it. 
repulsion /ri'pal-fan/ n [U] © When she was 
pregnant, certain foods produced a feeling of repul- 
sion in her. 
repulsive /rt'pal-stv/ adj causing a feeling of 
strong dislike or disgust © a repulsive odor/crime 


reputation /,rep-ja'ter fan/ n [C] the general 
opinion that people have about someone or some- 
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reserve 


—————— — ——————— — —  —————— a ee eee ee eee 


thing © a good/bad reputation 0 His work in Con- 
gress won him a reputation as reliable and 
industrious. 

reputable /'rep-jat-a-bal/ adj having a good 
reputation © Call a reputable heating contractor to 
inspect your furnace. 

reputed /ri'pju:t-ad/ adj [not gradable] gener- 
ally reported or believed © [+ to infinitive] The res- 
taurant is reputed to be the best of its kind in the 
city. 

reputedly /rt'pju:t-ad-li/ adv [not gradable] 0 At 
one time he was reputedly the richest man in 
America. 


WORD FAMILY reputation 


Nouns 


reputation 
disrepute 


Adjectives reputable 
disreputable 
reputed 


Adverbs reputedly 


request /ri'kwest/ n [C/U] an act of asking for 
something, or the thing asked for © [C] The library 
gets a lot of requests for books about new babies, © 
[U] An application will be sent to you upon request 
(= if you ask). 
request /ri'kwest/ v [T] © [+ that clause] The 
caller requested that his name not be mentioned on 
the air. » Confusables: require or request? at RE- 
QUIRE NEED 


require © NEED /r'kwair/ v[T] to need some- 
thing, or to make something necessary © /f you 
require assistance with your bags, I'll be glad to get 
someone to help you. © This game requires total 
concentration. 
requirement © /m'kwair-mant/ n [C] some- 
thing needed or necessary © Previous experience is 
one of the requirements for the job. 


VGONFUSABLES.«  _ i Sa 
require or request? 


The main meaning of require is “need.” 
Learning a language requires time and effort. 
Request means “ask for.” 
! wrote a letter to request more information. 
Fwrote-cetter-to-require-more-information. 


ORDER /ri'kwair/ v to order or demand something, 
or to order someone to do something, esp. be- 
cause of a rule or law © [+ fo infinitive] We’re re- 
quired to check your identification before letting you 
in. © [T] A building permit is required. 


requisite /'rek-wa-zat/ adj [not gradable] fm/ 

needed for a particular purpose or result © / worked 
to develop the requisite skills for a managerial 
position. 


requisition /,rek-wa'zif-an/ n [C/U] a formal 
or official request for something needed © [C] The 
staff made a requisition for new desks. 
requisition /,rek-wa'z1f-an/ v[T] to officially re- 
quest or take (something) © The army requisitioned 
all the trucks in the region. 


reroute /ri:'ru:t, -'raut/ v[T] to change the route 
of someone or something © Traffic is being rerouted 
due to construction. 


rerun /ri:'ran/ v[T] pres. part. rerunning, past simp. 
reran, past part. rerun to show again a television 
program or movie 
rerun /'ri:-ran/ n [C] © There’s nothing on TV but 
reruns. 


reschedule © /ri:'sked3-u:l, -al/ v [T] to ar- 
range something for a different time © / reschedu- 
led my doctor’s appointment for later in the week. 


rescind /r'sind/ v [T] fm/ to make a law, order, 
or decision no longer have any legal effect © The 
vote rescinds zoning decisions made earlier in the 
decade. 


rescue /'‘res-kju:/ v [T] to save someone or some- 
thing from a dangerous, harmful, or difficult situ- 
ation © Medical teams immediately rushed in to 
rescue persons trapped in buildings and give medical 
aid. 
rescue /‘res-kju:/ n [C/U] © [U] Rescue workers ar- 
rived at the scene within minutes. 
rescuer /'res-kju:-ar/ n [C] © Rescuers in helicop- 
ters and on foot continued their search for survivors. 


research © /'ri:-sartf, rt's3rts/ n [U] a detailed 
study of a subject in order to discover information 
or achieve a new understanding of it © medical/ 
scientific research 0 The US government has funded 
some research on high-speed trains. © | like doing 
research, 
research @ /ri'sart{, ‘ri:-sartf/ v [I/T] © [T] Ob- 
viously they didn’t research it and get enough 
information. 
researcher @ /'ri:,sar-tfor, ri'sar-/ n [C] 


resell /ri:'sel/ v [T] past -sold to sell something 
that you previously bought 0 The buyer hoped to 
fix up the car and resell it. 


resemble /ri'zem-bal/ v [T] to be similar to 
someone or something © Several of the women re- 
semble one another closely enough to be sisters. 
resemblance /r1'zem-blans/ n [C/U] © [C] There 
is a clear resemblance between the two breeds of 
dogs. 


resent /r'zent/ v [T] to dislike or be angry at 
something or someone because you have been 
hurt or not treated fairly © She resented being 
treated like a child. 

resentful /r1'zent-fal/ adj © Marshall was resent- 
ful that he had made almost nothing from his 
discovery. 

resentment /ri'zent-moant/ n[U] © There is some 
community resentment toward the school’s new 
policy. 

reservation /,rez-ar'ver-fan/ n [C/U] a doubt 
or reason for not accepting or agreeing with some- 
thing completely o [C] We have reservations about 
letting the children stay home alone. 


reserve /ri‘z3rv/ v [I/T] 1 to keep something for 
a particular purpose or time © [T] He reserved the 
right to veto any future plans. 2 |f you reserve some- 
thing such as a table in a restaurant or a room in 
a hotel, you arrange for it to be kept for your use 
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at a later time: [I] /t’s a popular restaurant, and 
you'll have to reserve well in advance. © [T] I’m sorry, 
this seat is reserved. 

reservation /,rez-ar'ver-fan/n[C] 1 an arrange- 
ment to have something kept for a person or for 
a special purpose © / made a reservation at the res- 
taurant for 7 o'clock. 2 A reservation is also an area 
of land set apart for a particular group of people 
to live on, esp. American Indians. 

reserve /r1'z3rv/ n[C/U] 1 [C] | have a reserve of 
food in case of emergency. © [U] The book is on re- 
serve and can’t be checked out. © She keeps a little 
money in reserve (= for use if and when needed). 
2 A reserve (also preserve) is also an area of land 
kept for the protection of animals and plants: [C] 
a nature/game reserve 3 The reserves are a part of 
a country’s armed forces that are not always on 
active duty but are available in an emergency. 


reserved /ri'zarvd/ adj tending to keep your 
feelings or thoughts private rather than showing 
them © Marcus is more reserved than his brother. 


reservoir /'rez-or ,vwar, -ar vwa:r/ n[C] 1a nat- 
ural or artificial lake for storing and supplying wa- 
ter for an area 2 A reservoir is also a large supply 
of something that could be used if needed: There's 
a tremendous reservoir of goodwill out there. 


reshape /ri:'ferp/ v [T] to change the character 
or organization of something © Baby boomers con- 
tinue to reshape society as they age. © Governments 
have sought to reduce or reshape health programs. 


reshuffle /ri:'faf-al/ v [T] to change the posi- 
tions of people or things within a group ° It /s ru- 
mored that the president will reshuffle his Cabinet. 


reside © /ri'zaid/ v [I always + adv/prep] fm! to 
live in a place © The family resides in Arkansas. 
residence @ /‘rez-ad-ans/ n [C/U] the place 
where someone lives, or the condition of living 
somewhere © [C] That big building is the Governor's 
official residence (= home). © [U] She took up resi- 
dence in Boston (= began living there). 
residency /'rez-ad-an-si/ n [C/U] 1 [U] You have 
to meet residency requirements (= live in a place 
long enough) before you can apply for citizenship. 
2 A residency is also a period of work, usually in a 
hospital, for a doctor to get practical experience 
and training in a special area of medicine. 
resident © /'rez-ad-ant/ n[C] 1 someone who 
lives in a place © The local residents were angry at 
the lack of parking spaces. 2 A resident is also a 
doctor who is working, usually in a hospital, to get 
practical experience and training in a special area 
of medicine. 
residential @ /,rez-a'den-tfal/ adj [not grada- 
ble] of or relating to houses where people live 
rather than to places where they work © Glen Oaks 
is a residential neighborhood. 


residue /'rez-a ,du:/ n [C] something that is left 
after the main part is no longer present © Pesticide 
residue is present in many fruits and vegetables, even 
after proper washing. 
residual /r1'z1d3-a-wal/ adj [not gradable] re- 
sulting or left from something that was previously 
present O Residual oil has to be cleaned up. 


resign /r'zain/ v[I/T] to give up a job or position 
O [I] He resigned from the committee. 


PHRASAL VERB with resign 


eresign yourself to something to make yourself ac- 
cept something unpleasant that cannot be 
changed © He was resigned to living alone. © Related 
noun: RESIGNATION ACCEPTING DIFFICULTY © Re- 
lated adjective: RESIGNED 


resignation LEAVING POSITION /,rez-1g ‘nel: 
fan/ n [C/U] the act of leaving a job or position 
and making a statement that you are doing this © 
[U] a letter of resignation © [C] Protesters took to the 
streets in massive numbers to demand the president’s 
resignation. 


ACCEPTING DIFFICULTY /,rez-1g 'nei: fan/ n[U] the 
attitude of accepting something unpleasant be- 
cause you Cannot change it © She received the dis- 
appointing news with resignation. 


resigned /r1'zaind/ adj [not gradable] willing to 
accept something unpleasant © They are resigned 
and a little depressed at the thought of losing money 
for at least the first year. 


resilient /ri'zil-jant/ adj [not gradable] able to 
improve quickly after being hurt or being ill © Life 
is hard there, but the people are resilient. 
resilience /ri'zil-jons/, resiliency /rt'zil-jan-si/ 
n[U] 


resin /'rez-an/ n [U] a clear, yellow, sticky sub- 

stance produced by some trees and plants and 
used to make VARNISH, medicine, or plastics, or a 
similar substance produced chemically for use in 
industry 


resist /ri'zist/ v [I/T] 1 to fight against or oppose 
something or someone © [T] Students want to dis- 
cover the truth themselves, and they resist having 
conclusions forced upon them. 2 To resist is also to 
keep or stop yourself from doing something: [T] / 
couldn't resist laughing at him. 
resistance /ri'zis-tans/ n [U] 1 A good diet helps 
the body to build up resistance to disease. 2 science, 
physics Resistance is the degree to which a sub- 
stance prevents the flow of electricity through it: 
Copper has low resistance. 
resistivity /r1,zis'tiv-at-i, ,ri:-/ n [U] physics a 
measure of the electrical resistance of a substance 
resistant /ri‘zis-tant/ adj not easily changed or 
damaged, or not accepting of (something) © fire 
resistant O Why are you so resistant to change? 


resistor /rt'zis-tor/ n [C] physics a device used 
to stop the flow of electricity in a particular place 


resolute /'rez-a,lu:t/ adj determined in charac- 
ter, action, or ideas 0 | admired her resolute opti- 
mism in those difficult times. 
resolutely /'rez-a,lu:t-li, ,rez-a'lu:t-/ adv O She 
resolutely refuses to lower her standards. 


resolution © SOLUTION /,rez-a'lu:-fan/n[C/ 
U] 1 the act of solving a problem or finding a way 
to improve a difficult situation © [C] Negotiators are 
working tirelessly for a swift resolution of this crisis. 
2 physics Resolution is also the process of finding 
out the direction and strength of a VECTOR. 
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DECISION /,rez-a'lu:-fan/ n [C] 1 a formal state- 
ment of decision or opinion © The chairing officer 
called for a vote on the resolution. 2 If you make a 
resolution, you promise yourself to do something: 
[+ to infinitive] | made a New Year's resolution to 
lose ten pounds. 


resolve © SOLVE /r'zalv, -'z2:Iv/ v [T] to solve 
or end a problem or difficulty © The couple resolved 
their differences. 


DECIDE /ri 'zalv, -'z>:lv/ v to make a determined de- 
cision © [+ that clause] They resolved that they 
would never argue over money. © [+ to infinitive] / 
resolved to run a mile a day. 
resolve /ri'zalv, -'zo:lv/ n [U] strong determina- 
tion © The experience increased her resolve to change 
careers. 
resolved /rt'zalvd, -'zo:lvd/ adj © [+ to infinitive] 
We're resolved to get together more often. 


resonate /'rez-a ,neit/ v [I] 1 to produce or be 
filled with clear, continuing sound © The noise of 
the bell resonated through the building. 2 physics 
An object that resonates reflects sound waves and 
makes them seem louder. 
resonant /'rez:a-nant/ adj (of sound) clear and 
continuing © a resonant voice 
resonance /'rez-a-nants/ n [U] physics 


resort /r'zo:rt/ n [C] a place where people can 
go on vacations to relax or for an activity they en- 
Joy © a ski resort 


PHRASAL VERB with resort 


eresort to something to do or use something be- 
cause it is the only thing available © There’s hope 
the countries will reach a settlement without resort- 
ing to armed conflict. 


resound /r'zaund/ v [I] to sound loudly or for a 
long time, or (of a place) to be filled with sound © 
The air resounds with the delightful music of birds. 


resounding /r'zaun-din/ adj very great; com- 
plete © The remake of the movie was a resounding 
SUCCESS. 


resource @) /'ri:-so:rs, -zo:rs/ n[C] 1 something 
that can be used to help you © The library was a 
valuable resource, and he frequently made use of it. 
2 Resources are natural substances such as water 
and wood which are valuable in supporting life: 
[pl] The earth has limited resources, and if we don’t 
recycle them we use them up. 3 Resources are also 
things of value such as money or possessions that 
you can use when you need them: [pl] The gov- 
ernment doesn’t have the resources to hire the num- 
ber of teachers needed. 


resourceful © /ri'so:rs-fal, -'z>:rs-/ adj able to 
find and use different ways to help achieve your 
goals © She plays the part of a tough, resourceful 
newspaper reporter. 


respect ADMIRATION /ri'spekt/ n [U] admira- 
tion for someone or something that you believe 
has good ideas or qualities © / believe people had 
more respect for teachers back then. 
respect /ri'spekt/ v [T] to admire an ability or 
good quality, or to admire someone for the abil- 


ity or qualities that person has © While | respected 
his deep knowledge of American history, he wasn't a 
very effective teacher. 


POLITE ATTITUDE /r1'spekt/ n [U] 1 the polite atti- 
tude shown toward someone or something that 
you consider important © Some drivers don’t have 
any respect for other motorists. 2 Respects are polite 
expressions of greeting or sympathy: [pl] Give my 
respects to your parents. O [pl] We stopped by the 
funeral home to pay our respects. 
respect /ri'spekt/ v [T] © We should try to respect 
one another no matter what we believe. 
respectful /r1'spekt-fal/ adj © The protestors were 
respectful and polite. 
respectfully /r1'spekt-fa-li/ adv © Most old ac- 
quaintances address him respectfully as “Governor.” 


FEATURE /ri 'spekt/ n [C] a particular feature or de- 
tail © In some respects, | had to admit, | had behaved 
foolishly. 


WORD FAMILY respect 


Nouns respect Adjectives respectable 
disrespect respectful 
respectability disrespectful 

Adverbs respectfully respective 
disrespectfully Verbs respect 
respectively 


respectable /r'spek-ta-bal/ adj 1 socially ac- 
ceptable because of having a good character or 
appearance or behaving in a way that is approved 
of © It was hard to find a clean shirt that looked 
respectable enough to be seen in. 2 Respectable also 
means large enough or good enough to be ac- 
ceptable: a respectable income © Her school has a 
respectable basketball program. 
respectability /r ,spek-ta'bil-at-i/ n[U] © Every- 
thing in the hotel had an air of old-time 
respectability. 


respectively /r'spek-tiv-li/ adv [not gradable] 
(of two or more items) with each relating to some- 
thing previously mentioned, in the same order as 
first mentioned © George and Kenneth were married 
in 1980 and 1985, respectively. 
respective /r1'spek-tiv/ adj [not gradable] © Bar- 
kley and jordan are the two best players on their 
respective (= separate) teams. 


respiratory /‘res-po-ra ,to:ri, -,tour-i/ adj [not 
gradable] biology of or relating to breathing 
respirator /'res-pa,reit-ar/ n [C] a device that 
forces air into a person’s lungs when the person 
cannot breathe independently and needs help to 
breathe © Miya was hooked up to a respirator at 
University Hospital. 
respiration /,res-pa'rer-fan/ n [U] biology the 
process of breathing 


respite /'res-pat, ri'spait/ n [C/U] a pause or rest 
from something difficult or unpleasant © [C usually 
sing] The center provides a respite for teens in 
trouble. 


resplendent /r'splen-dant/ adj fm! beautiful 
and seeming to shine © a white hat resplendent with 
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red velvet flowers © USAGE: said esp. about a per- 
son’s clothes or jewelry, usually because they are 
fashionable and expensive 


respond © /ri'spand/ v{I] 1 to say or do some- 
thing as a reaction to something that has been said 
or done © / want to respond to something that Nor- 
man said. 2 \f a disease responds to treatment, the 
harmful effects of the disease begin to lessen. 
respondent © /rt'span-dant/ n[C] 1 someone 
who responds to a question or offer © Most re- 
spondents in the survey voiced an unfavorable atti- 
tude toward the policy. 2 In the legal system, a 
responent is the person against whom a case is 
brought. 


WORD FAMILY respond 


Adjectives responsive 
unresponsive 


Nouns response 


responsiveness 


Verbs respond 


response © /ri'spans/ n [C/U] 1 something 
said or done as a reaction to something that has 
been said or done; an answer or reaction © [C] 
She’s applied for admission and is still waiting for a 
response from the school. © The law was passed by 
the town council in response to (= as a result of) 
complaints from residents. 2 biology A response is 
also a reaction of an organism to a change in its 
environment. 
responsive @ /rt'span:stv/ adj quick to act, esp. 
to meet the needs of someone or something © He 
had promised a government responsive to the 
people. 
responsiveness @ /r1'span-stv-nas/ n [U] 


responsible DUTY /ri'span-sa-bal/ adj 1 hav- 
ing the duty of taking care of something © The 
government's Energy Regulatory Board is responsible 
for nuclear safety. 2 A responsible job/position is an 
important one involving control and authority 
over something. 
responsibility /ri span-sa'brl-at-i/ a [C/U] © [C] 
With this promotion, Jorge’s responsibilities will be 
increased. © [U] Parents must assume responsibility 
for their children. 


BLAME /ri'span-sa-bal/ adj being the cause of a 
particular action or situation, esp. a harmful or un- 
pleasant one © We are not responsible for things get- 
ting lost in the mail. 
responsibility /ri,span-sa'bil-at-i/ n [U] O The 
oil company has denied responsibility for the leak. 

GOOD JUDGMENT /ri'span-sa-bel/ adj having 
good judgment and the ability to act correctly and 
make decisions on your own © We want to be re- 
sponsible citizens. 
responsibly /ri'span-sa-bli/ adv © Parties are 
permitted, so long as everyone behaves responsibly. 


WORD FAMILY responsible 


responsibility Adverbs responsibly 
irresponsibly 


Nouns 


Adjectives responsible 
irresponsible 


rest RELAX /rest/ v [I/T] to stop being active for a 
period of time in order to relax and get back your 


strength, or to cause someone or something to 
stop doing an activity in order to get back strength 
oO [I] We hiked for five miles and then rested for a 
while. © [T] The coach decided to rest some of the 
team’s starters tomorrow night. © [T] / just need to 
sit down and rest my legs. 

rest /rest/ n [C/U] 1 [C] What you need is a nice 
long rest. © [U] The doctor told him to get plenty of 
rest and drink lots of fluids. 2 At rest means not 
doing anything active or not moving: The cat 
seemed coiled to spring, even when it was at rest. 
restful /'rest-fal/ adj causing a feeling of calmness 
O The island was quiet and restful and so beautiful. 
restless /'rest-las/ adj 1 moving because you are 
unable to relax, esp. because you are worried or 
bored, or (of an activity) having a lot of movement 
as a characteristic © He dozed off to a restless sleep. 
© The audience began to get restless. 2 Restless can 
also mean not satisfied with your situation and 
wanting a change: The opposition parties provide 
no clear alternative for restless voters. 

restlessly /'rest-la-sli/ adv 0 | wandered restlessly 
around the apartment. 

restlessness /‘rest-la-snas/ n[U] 0 He paced back 
and forth out of sheer restlessness. 


USAGE il) Coe Oe 
rest, stay, or remain? 


Rest means to relax or sleep because you are 
tired or ill. 

The doctor told him to rest. 
Stay means to continue to be in the same 
place, job, or particular state. 

It was raining, so we stayed home. 


itwas-rainingse-werested heme: 
Remain means to continue to be in the same 
state, or to continue to exist when everything 
or everyone else has gone. 
He remained unconscious for a week after the 
accident. 
After the earthquake, nothing remained of the 
village. 


MUSIC /rest/ n [C] music a mark in written music 
that shows when and for how long an instrument 
should be silent > Picture: notation 


STAY /rest/ v [I] to be or stay under the control of 
a particular person or organization © The final de- 
cision rests with the City Council. 

SUPPORT /rest/ v [I!/T] to lie or lean on something, 
or to put something on something else so that its 
weight is supported © [T] She rested her elbows on 
the table. 

OTHER PART /rest/ n [U] the other things, people, 
or parts that are left 0 / want to do something else 
with the rest of my life. 


WORD FAMILY rest 


Nouns rest 
unrest 
restlessness 


restless 
restful 


Adjectives 


Adverbs 


restlessly 


rest 
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IDIOMS with rest 


erest assured to be certain that something will 
happen © You can rest assured that you’re going to 
get a good deal. © USAGE: Used to make someone 
feel safe or less worried about something. 

erest in peace to be free from trouble © the late 
Pat McLaughlin, may he rest in peace © USAGE: Used 
only about dead people. 

erest on your laurels to feel comfortable because 
you have been successful in the past 0 The com- 
pany can't just sit back and rest on its laurels — we 
have to move on to something new. 


rest area, rest stop n[C] a place beside a large 
road where a vehicle can stop and where toilets 
and sometimes food and fuel are available 


restart /ri:'start/ v [I/T] to begin or start some- 
thing again after it has stopped for a period of time 
© [I] Sometimes the computer wouldn’t restart at all. 
© [T] He offered to restart the talks which broke down 
last year. 


restaurant /‘res-ta-rant, -ta ,rant/ n[C] a place 
of business where people can choose a meal to be 
prepared and served to them at a table, and for 
which they pay, usually after eating © a Chinese/ 
Italian/Mexican restaurant 


SPELLING 
restaurant 


Be careful with the “au” vowel combination in 
the middle of this word. 
First Wok is a wonderful restaurant. 


restaurateur /res-ta-ra'tar/ n [C] a person 
who owns or manages a restaurant 


restitution / res-ta'tu:-fan/ n[U] law payment 
for damage or loss of property, or the return of 
items stolen or lost © The company has agreed to 
make restitution of $44,930 and to pay an equal 
fine. 


restive /'res-tiv/ adj fm! unwilling to be con- 
trolled or be patient © The crowd began to get res- 
tive during the long wait for the concert to begin. 


restore © /ri'sto:r, -‘stour/ v[T] to return some- 
thing or someone to an earlier condition or posi- 
tion, or to bring something back into existence 0 
Power company crews were working yesterday to re- 
store electrical service to homes in the area. © Sur- 
geons restored the sight in her right eye. 
restoration © /,res-ta'rer-fan/ n [C/U] the act 
or the process of returning something to its origi- 
nal condition, or to a state similar to its original 
condition © [U] She is in charge of the restoration of 
paintings in the collection. © [C] Elise has worked on 
a number of 19th-century building restorations. 


restrain © /rt'strein/ v [T] 1 to control the ac- 
tions or behavior of someone by force, esp. in or- 
der to stop that person from doing something © 
Seamons got into a shouting match and had to be 
restrained by his teammates. © | could hardly restrain 
my laughter. 2 To restrain is also to limit the growth 


or force of something: Politicians are reluctant to 
restrain spending. 

restrained © /r1'streind/ adj © Considering the 
abuse they receive from fans, athletes are remarkably 
restrained (= calm and controlled). 

restraint © /ri'streint/ n [C/U] 1 determined 
control over behavior in order to prevent the 
strong expression of emotion or any violent action 
© [U] You really have to show a lot of restraint to stay 
out of debt. 2 A restraint is something that limits 
freedom of movement, action, or growth: [C] So- 
cial restraints seem to have become dangerously 
unrestrictive. 


restrict © /r'strikt/ v[T] to limit someone's ac- 
tions or movement, or to limit the amount, size, 
etc., of something © The government has so sharply 
restricted his fishing that he can barely pay his crew. 
© The state legislature voted to restrict development 
in the area. 
restricted © /r1'strik-tad/ adjo Many events are 
free, so families on restricted budgets can participate. 
restriction © /ri'strik-fan/ n [C/U] o [C] You 
can get a discount fare, but some restrictions (= rules 
about limits) apply. 
restrictive © /r1'strtk-tiv/ adj o She campaigned 
against restrictive immigration laws. 
restrictively © /r1'strik-tiv-li/ adv 


restroom /‘rest-ru:m, -rum/ n[C] a room ina 
public building in which there are toilets > Usage: 
toilet, bathroom, or restroom? at TOILET 


restructure © /ri:'strak-tjar/ v [T] to change 
the jobs and responsibilities within an organiza- 
tion, usually in order to make the organization op- 
erate more effectively 0 The commission developed 
guidelines for restructuring the city’s police 
department. 


result /ri'zalt/ n[(C] 1 something that happens 
or exists because of something else © The mayor 
says crime is lower as a result of good police work. © 
A lot of people survived the crash as a direct result of 
the excellent training our pilots and flight attendants 
receive. 2 Results are what you discover after ex- 
amining something: The election results show that 
the governor is not as popular as she was two years 
ago. © Results of the medical tests showed no sign of 
cancer. 
result /r1'zalt/ v [I] 0 Weeks of negotiations resulted 
in an agreement. © The flight delay resulted from 
mechanical problems. 


WORD CHOICES result >, te ¥ 


The result of a particular influence is an effect. 


The radiation leak has had a disastrous effect 
on the environment. 


Consequence is used especially when the result 
of an action or situation is bad or inconvenient. 


Failure to do proper safety checks may have 
serious consequences. 


Outcome or upshot are alternatives to “result.” 
It’s too early to predict the outcome of the 


meeting. 
The upshot of the discussions is that there will 
be no layoffs. > 
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The result of a process or series of events is the 
end result. 

The end result of these changes should be a 
more efficient system for dealing with 
complaints. 

Fallout is also used when a result is very bad. 

The political fallout of the revelations was very 
damaging for the President. 

A byproduct is something unexpected that 
happens as a result of something else. 

Unpleasant noises in the head can be a 
distressing byproduct of some forms of 
deafness. 


resultant /n'zalt-2nt/ n [C] physics the total 
when two or more VECTORS are added 


resume /ri'zu:m/ v [I/T] to start something 
again after a pause or period of time © [T] The di- 
rector hopes to resume filming next week. © [I] Gov- 
ernment officials hoped talks will resume. 


résumé, resume /'rez-9,mei/ n [C] a written 
statement of your educational and work experi- 
ence © He looked at her résumé, asked her a few 
questions, and then offered her the job. 


resumption /r'zam- fan/ n[U] the act of start- 
ing something again after a pause or period of 
time © He worked for the resumption of economic 
ties between Vietnam and the US. 


resurface COVER /ri:'sar-fas/ v[T] to put anew 
surface on a road © Expect delays while they resur- 
face the highway. 


APPEAR /ri:'s3r-fas/ v [I] to appear again after not 
being seen or heard © The tax issue is likely to re- 
surface next year. 


resurgence /ri's3r-d3ans/ n [C/U] an increase 
of activity or interest in a particular subject or idea 
which had been forgotten for some time © [C usu- 
ally sing] There’s been a resurgence of criticism of 
the president. 


resurrect /,rez-a'rekt/ v [T] to bring someone 
back to life, or bring something back into use or 
existence after it disappeared © Buckley enjoys res- 
urrecting some of the more obscure words of the En- 
glish language. 
resurrection /,rez:a'rek: fan/ n [U] 1 the resur- 
rection of his political career 2 In the Christian reli- 
gion, the Resurrection is Jesus Christ’s return to life 
after his death. 


resuscitate /ri'sas-9,tert/ v[I/T] to bring some- 
one who is dying back to life, wake someone who 
is unconscious, or bring something back into use 
or existence © [T] You should learn how to resusci- 
tate a person whose breathing has stopped. © [Tj He 
led the effort to resuscitate the local newspaper. 


retail /‘ri:-terl/ n [U] the activity of selling goods 
to the public, usually in small amounts, for their 
own use O Compare WHOLESALE SELLING 
retail /'ri:-terl/ adj, adv [not gradable] © Retail 
sales are rising. © The company has three retail out- 
lets/stores in the Washington area. 


retail /'ri:-terl/ v [I/T] to sell goods to the public, 
usually in small amounts, for their own use © [T] 
Country Miss makes and retails sportswear. © [|] The 
software retails for $69. 

retailer /'ri:-ter-lar/ n[C] © If you bought it there, 
you can't take it back to another retailer. 


retain © /r'tein/ v [T] to keep or continue to 
have something © Francis retained control of the 
company. © His capacity to retain (= remember) 
facts was as keen as ever, but he had trouble remem- 
bering people’s names. 


retainer © /n'ter-nar/ n [C] 1 an amount of 
money that you pay to someone in advance so 
that the person will work for you when needed © 
He was on a $150,000 retainer from Lloyd’s of Lon- 
don. 2 A retainer is also a device that holds some- 
thing in place. 3 A retainer that you wear in your 
mouth helps to straighten your teeth. 


retake /ri:'terk/ v [T] past simp. retook, past part. 
retaken to take something into possession again, 
esp. by force © He ordered his troops to prepare to 
retake the town. 


retaliate /r'tel-i: e1t/ v [I] to hurt someone or 
do something harmful to someone because that 
person has done or said something harmful to you 
© His first instinct was to retaliate against the 
attacks. 
retaliation /ri ,tzl-i: ‘er fan/ n [U] © She said she 
was fired in retaliation for her reports of illegal busi- 
ness practices earlier this year. 


retard /rt'tard/ v [T] to make something slower 
© Reductions in pollution levels could retard global 
warming. 
retarded /r1'tard-ad/ adj having a slower mental 
development than other people of the same age 
© mentally/emotionally retarded © USAGE: Because 
“retarded” has sometimes been used as an insult, 
the term is now less often used to describe people 
with slow mental development. 
retardation / ri: ,tar'der-fan/ n [U] fmi the pro- 
cess of making something happen or develop 
slower than it should 


retch /retf/ v [I] to make the sound and action of 
vomiting, esp. when nothing is actually vomited 


retention © /ri'ten-tfan/ n [U] the ability to 
keep or continue having something © Officials are 
focusing on job creation, not job retention. 
retentive © /rt'tent-1v/ adj© a retentive memory 


rethink /ri:'e1k/ v [T] past rethought to think 
again about something, such as a plan in order to 
change or improve it © /t’s time to rethink whether 
we need a part-time or full-time mayor. 


reticent /‘ret-a-sant/ adj unwilling to speak 
about your thoughts or feelings © At first she was 
reticent, but later she relaxed and was more 
forthcoming. 

reticence /‘ret-a-sans/ n [U] © Due to his reti- 
cence, little is known about his personal life. 


retina /'ret-®n-9/ n[C] the area at the back of the 
eye that receives light and sends an image to the 
brain so that seeing can happen 
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retinue /'ret-®n,u:/ n [C] fmia group of people 
who help and who travel with an important person 
© He jets around the country with a retinue of aides 
and attorneys. 


retire STOP WORKING /ri'tair/ v [I/T}] to leave 
your job or stop working because of having 
reached a particular age or because of ill health, 
or to Cause someone or something to stop being 
employed or used © [I] He worked in television after 
retiring from baseball. © [|] I'll be retiring soon. © [T] 
The aircraft was retired in 1990. 
retired /ri'taird/ adj [not gradable] © He is a re- 
tired airline pilot. 
retirement /r1'tair-mant/ n [C/U] the point at 
which someone stops working, esp. because of 
having reached a particular age or because of ill 
health, or the period in someone’s life after the 
person has stopped working © [C] He announced 
his retirement in September. 
retiree /ri ,tar'ri:/ n[C] © Florida and Arizona are 
the most popular states for retirees (= people who 
have stopped working). 

LEAVE A PLACE /ri'tair/ v [I] fm/ 1 to leave a room 
or group of people and go somewhere quiet or 
private © The judge retired to her study to review the 
case. 2 To retire also means to go to bed. 


WORD FAMILY retire 


Nouns retiree 


retirement 


Adjectives retired 


retiring 


Verbs retire 


retiring /ri'tatr-1n/ adj unwilling to be noticed 
or to be with other people © He’s a shy, retiring sort 
of person. 


retort /ri'to:rt/ v[T] to make a quick answer that 
is often amusing and sometimes expresses anger 
or annoyance © When the telephone operator called 
him boy, he retorted, “That’s Mr. Boy to you!” 
retort /ri'to:rt/ n [C] 


retort stand /ri'to:rt stzend, ‘ri:-to:rt-/ n [C] 
science a device that is used to hold glass contain- 
ers esp. during a chemistry experiment 


test tube 


RETORT STAND 


retouch /ri:'tat{/ v[T] to make small changes to 
something, such as a picture or photograph, in or- 


der to improve it © Photographs do not lie, unless 
they are retouched. 


retrace /ri:'tres/ v[T] to go back over a path or 
a series of past actions © This trail is not circular, so 
you have to retrace your steps back to the start. 


retract /ri'trakt/ v [I/T] 1 to say publicly that 
you will not do something you had said you would 
do, or to admit that something that you had said 
was true is false 0 [T] She had to retract statements 
in published articles. 2 To retract is also to pull 
something back or in: [T] The pilot retracted the 
landing gear soon after takeoff. 
retractable /r1'traek-ta-bal/ adj [not gradable] © 
Cats have retractable claws (= they can be pulled 
back). 


retread /'ri:-tred/ n [C] a worn tire that has had 
a new rubber surface joined to its outer part 


retreat /ri'tri:t/ v [I] 1 to move back and away 
from someone or something, esp. because you are 
frightened or want to be alone © She burst into 
tears and retreated to the bedroom. 2 To retreat is 
also to go away from a person or place because 
you are unwilling to fight any more: Under heavy 
fire, the soldiers retreated. 

retreat /ri'tri:t/ n [C/U] 1 the act of going away 
from a person or place because you are unwilling 
to fight any more or are frightened © [U] Rebel sol- 
diers were in (full) retreat. 2 A retreat is also a pri- 
vate and safe place where you can be alone. 


retrial /‘ri:-trail/ n [C] a new trial of a law case © 
The appeals court ordered a retrial. 


retribution /,re-tra'bju:-fan/ n [U] fm! de- 
served punishment © He was seeking retribution for 
the crime committed against him. 


retrieve /r'tri:v/ v [T] to find and bring back 
something © Important historic documents were re- 
trieved from a dumpster last week. 
retrieval /r1'tri:-val/ n [U] © information storage 
and retrieval 


retro /'re-trou/ adj having the appearance of 
something that existed in the past © a stylish retro 
look © retro fashions/cars/clothing 


retroactive /,re-trou'ak-tiv/ adj [not grada- 
ble] (of a law or other agreement) having effect 
from the time before the law or agreement was 
approved 0 /’m getting a retroactive salary increase. 
retroactively /,re-trou 'ak-tiv-li/ adv [not grad- 
able] © The courts cannot apply a new rule 
retroactively. 


retrospect /'re-tra,spekt/ n an act of thinking 
about the past © In retrospect, (= thinking about 
the past now) / think their marriage was doomed 
from the beginning. 
retrospective /,re-tra'spek-tiv/ adj looking 
back over the past O He was the subject of a retro- 
spective exhibit. 


return GO BACK /ri't3rn/ v [I] to come or go 
back to a previous place, subject, activity, or con- 
dition © He returned to New York last week. © He 
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worked at other jobs but kept returning to mining. © 
She was returning home from a business trip when 
the plane crashed. 

return /r1'tarn/ n[C] © She looked forward to the 
return of spring. © On her return (= When she came 
back), she decided to take a few days off. 

return /r'tarn/ adj [not gradable] 1 return post- 
age 2 A return address is the address from which 
a letter is being sent. 

PUT BACK /ri't3rn/ v[T] to put, send, or give some- 
thing back to where it came from © Emily returned 
the blouse because it didn’t fit. 

EXCHANGE /ri't3rn/ v [T] to give, do, or get some- 
thing in exchange © She just doesn’t return phone 
calls. 
return /ri'tarn/n 


DECIDE /ri't3rn/ v [T] fm! to decide on something 
such as a judgment or decision © The jury returned 
a verdict of not guilty. 


IDIOM with return 


ein return for something as an exchange for some- 
thing © The farmer offered us food in return for our 
work. 


returns /ri't3rn/ p/n the results of voting in an 
ELECTION (= a political competition) © Officials ha- 
ven't finished counting the returns yet. 


reunification / ri: ju:-ni-fi'ker-Jan/ n [U] the 
process of joining two parts of something, esp. a 
country, that were previously divided © The reuni- 
fication of Germany meant that East Germany no 
longer existed as a legal entity. 


reunion /ri:'ju:n-jan/ n[C] a gathering of peo- 
ple who have been together before, esp. as a spe- 
cial event at a planned time © a family reunion o a 
high school reunion 


reunite /,ri:-ju'nait/ v [I/T] to bring together 
again © [T] He was reunited with his sister after 14 
years. 


reuse /ri:'ju:z/ v[T] to use something again oO We 
reuse our grocery bags. 
reusable /ri:‘ju:-za-bal/ adj [not gradable] © re- 
usable containers 


rev /rev/ v [I/T] -w- to increase the speed of the 
engine of a vehicle while the vehicle is not moving 
oO [T] The pilot moved the plane into position and 
rewed its engines. 


PHRASAL VERB with rev 


erev up something [M] 1 to increase the speed of 
the engine of a vehicle while the vehicle is not 
moving © He revved up the engine of the sportscar. 
2 If people rev up, they become more excited: The 
art world is rewing up for the Jackson Pollock show 
at the Museum of Modern Art. 


revamp /ri:'vemp/ v [T] to change something, 
or to make or arrange something differently, in or- 
der to improve it © This country’s health care system 
needs revamping. 


reveal © /ri'vi:l/ v to make known or show 
something usually secret or hidden © She revealed 


her history to him because she thought it was im- 
portant. © [+ that clause] X-rays revealed that my 
ribs had been cracked but not broken. 

revealing @ /ri'vi:-lin/ adj 1 showing more 
than is usual © The dress code bans revealing cloth- 
ing. 2 Revealing also means explaining more than 
you might expect: The book provides a revealing 
glimpse of how the organization works. 


revel /'rev-al/ v [I] -I-, -ll- to dance, sing, and en- 
joy yourself with others in a noisy way 
revelry /'rev-al-ri/ n [C] the activity of a noisy 
party or other celebration 


PHRASAL VERB with revel 


erevel in something to get great pleasure from a 
situation or activity © They reveled in their success. 


revelation © /,rev-a'ler Jan/ n [C/U] the act 

of making known something that was secret, or a 
fact that has been made known © [C] The first 
planet discovered around an ordinary star was a 
strange and unexpected revelation. 


revenge /ri'vend3/ n [U] harm that you do to 

someone as a punishment for harm that the per- 
son has done to you © He had been seeking a 
chance for revenge against those who had helped 
oust him from his leadership position in Congress. 


revenue @ /‘rev-9 ,nu:/ n[C/U] the income that 
a business or government receives regularly, or an 
amount representing such income © [C usually pl] 
state/federal revenues © [U] Company revenue rose 
4% last year. 


reverberate /r1'v3r-ba,reit/ v [I] (of sound) to 
continue to be heard; to ECHO repeatedly © The 
loud music reverberated off the walls. 


revere /r1'vir/ v[T] to greatly respect and admire 
someone or something © Nelson Mandela is widely 
revered for his courage and leadership. 
reverence /'rev-a-rans/ n [U] O Most Americans 
have little reverence for their political leaders. 


Reverend /‘rev-rand, -a-rand/, abbreviation Rev. 
n[C] a title for a member of the Christian CLERGY 
(= official workers of the church) © /’d like you to 
meet Reverend Smith. 


reverie /‘rev-a-ri/ n [C/U] (a state of having) 
pleasant thoughts © [U] She was lost in reverie. 


reversal © /ri'v3r-sal/ n [C/U] a complete 
change of direction, order, or position © [C] In a 
significant reversal of earlier trends, people are mov- 
ing back to Salt Lake City. 


reverse © /ri'v3rs/ v [I/T] to cause something 
to go in the opposite direction, order, or position 
© [T] The group is trying to reverse the trend toward 
developing the wetlands. 
reverse @ /n'v3rs/ n [C/U] 1 [U] A car came 
down the street in reverse. 2 A reverse is also a de- 
feat or failure: [C] He suffered a series of financial 
reverses in the 1980s. 
reverse © /ri'v3rs/ adj [not gradable] © Repeat 
the steps in reverse order to shut the system off. 
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reversible © /ri'v3r-sa-bal/ adj 1 a reversible 
condition 2 Something that is reversible can be 
placed or worn with either side out: a reversible 
jacket 


reverse discrimination n [U] the practice 
of giving unfair preference to people from groups 
such as African-Americans or women who were 
treated unfairly in the past so that someone else is 
at a disadvantage © Compare AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 


reversion /r1'v3r-3an/_n [U] fml a change back 
to a previous and often worse condition © Rever- 
sion to the wild isn’t easy for a captive animal. 


revert to something /r'vart,tu:/ phrasal 
verb to go back to a previous condition © The 
money will revert to the state general fund if it isn’t 
claimed. 


review /r'vju:/ v [T] to consider something in 
order to make changes in it, study it, or give an 
opinion about it © Officials have to review the text 
before it’s made public. © Pauline Kael reviewed mov- 
ies (= wrote opinions about movies) for “The New 
Yorker.” © She spent half the night reviewing her 
notes for the French test (= studying them again). 
review /rt'vju:/ n [C/U] © [U] The proposed bud- 
get Is under review. O [C] Cash’s work got rave re- 
views (= published opinions of it were good). © [C/ 
U] The teacher devoted the last week of the semester 
to review (= studying again what was taught). 
reviewer /rt'vju:-ar/ n [C] someone who writes 
articles expressing an opinion about a book, play, 
movie, etc. O She's the restaurant reviewer for the 
“New York Times.” 


revile /r:'vail/ v [T] to criticize someone strongly 
© Works of art are often reviled when they are first 
produced. 


revise © /ri'vaiz/ v [I/T] 1 to change or correct 
something, esp. a piece of writing © [T] With the 
final exam, you don’t revise it after the teacher reads 
it. 2 Br To revise is to study again what you have 
been learning in order to prepare for an exam. 
revised © /rt'vaizd/ adj [not gradable] © Her 
book is available in a new revised edition. 
revision © /rt'v13-an/ n [C/U] the act of chang- 
ing or correcting something, or the thing that has 
been changed or corrected © [U] The Senate is ex- 
pected to act on tax revision. 


revisit /ri:'viz-ot/ v [T] to examine or consider 
something again, for example a subject or rule © 
Justices have repeatedly refused to revisit issues 
raised by their 1980 decision. 


revitalize /ri: 'vait-l ,a1z/ v [T] to put new life or 
energy into something © to revitalize a city/the 
economy 


revival meeting, short form revival n [C] a 
Christian religious meeting that is intended to 
make people enthusiastic about Christianity 


revive /ri'vaiv/ v [I/T] to come back to life, 
health, existence, or use, or bring something back 
to such a state © [T] She tried to revive the uncon- 


scious woman. © [I] My plants revived as soon as | 
gave them a little water. 

revival /r1'vat-val/ n [C/U] 1 [C] There’s been a 
revival of ancient disputes in the region. 2 A revival 
is also a performance of a play which has not been 
seen for a long time: [C] a revival of Pinter’s 1960 


play 
revoke /ri'vouk/ v [T] to say officially that an 


agreement, permission, or law is no longer effec- 
tive © Licenses can be revoked for up to five years. 


revolt FIGHT /rt'voult/ v [I] to take violent action 
against authority, or to refuse to be controlled or 
ruled © Californians may be ready to revolt against 
broad cuts in government services. 
revolt /rt'voult/ n [C/U] © [U] a spirit of revolt © 
[C] The punk movement was a revolt against both 
the sound and the system of popular music. 


DISGUST /ri 'voult/ v [T] to make someone feel dis- 
gusted © | was revolted by his cruelty. 
revolting /rt'voul-tin/ adj © I’ve never eaten such 
revolting food! 


revolution © /,rev-a'lu:fan/ n [C/U] social 
studies a sudden and great change, esp. the vio- 
lent change of a system of government © [U] The 
country seems to be heading toward revolution. © [C] 
The discovery of penicillin produced a revolution in 
medicine. © See also: REVOLUTION at REVOLVE 
revolutionary © /,rev-a'lu:: fa ,ner-i/ adj social 
studies relating to a complete change in a system 
of government, or bringing or causing great 
change © a revolutionary leader/program/idea © 
Computers have brought revolutionary changes to 
publishing. 

revolutionary © /,rev-a'lu: fa,ner-i/ n[C] so- 
cial studies a person who supports or takes part 
in a revolution 

revolutionize © /,rev-9'lu::fa,naiz/ v [T] to 
produce a very great or complete change in some- 
thing © Newton’s discoveries revolutionized physics. 


revolve /r1'valy, -'vo:lv/ v[I/T] to move ina circle 
or a Curve around a central point, or to cause 
something to do this © [T] The plane revolved 162 
degrees onto its back. © [I] The earth revolves around 
the sun, roughly in a circle. © [I] (fig.) His life revolves 
around (= He is only interested in) football. 
revolution /,rev-a'lu:-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] The 
moon makes one revolution around the earth in 
about 29.5 days. O See also: REVOLUTION 


revolver /ri'val-vor, -'vo:l-/ n [C] a small gun 
that is held in one hand and can be fired several 
times before needing more bullets 


revolving door n[C] 1 aset of doors that you 
go through by pushing them around in a circle 2 
lf you say that a situation is a revolving door, you 
mean that people or other things are continuously 
coming and going, rather than staying some- 
where: The department was a revolving door for top 
leaders, as 10 directors came and went over a dozen 
years. 


revue /ri'vju:/ n [C] a theater show with songs, 
dances, jokes, and short plays, often about recent 
events 
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revulsion /r'‘val:fan/ n [U] a strong, often sud- 
den, feeling of dislike or disgust © Most of us feel 
only revulsion from such crimes. 


reward /ri'wo:rd/ n[C/U] 1 something given in 
exchange for a useful idea, good behavior, excel- 
lent work, etc. © [U] Students hoped for more reward 
than an announcement in the school paper of their 
achievement. © [C] The rewards (= benefits) of 
motherhood outweigh the difficulties. 2 A reward is 
also an amount of money given to someone who 
gives information about a crime to the police or 
who helps to return lost or stolen property to its 
owner. 
reward /r1'wo:rd/ v [T] © He was rewarded for his 
bravery with a medal from the president. 
rewarding /ri'woird-1n/ adj satisfying or bene- 
ficial O a rewarding experience 


WORD FAMILY reward 
Nouns 
Verbs 


reward 


Adjectives rewarding 
unrewarding 


reward 


rewind /ri:'waind/ v [T] past rewound to put a 
TAPE recording back to the beginning 


rework /ri: 'wark/ v[T] to change a speech, other 
writing, or a drawing to make it better or more 
suitable for a particular purpose 


rewrite /ri:'rait/ v[T] past simp. rewrote, past part. 
rewritten writing to write a book, speech, etc. 
again to improve or change it or to correct infor- 
mation in it 
rewrite /'ri:-rart/ n [C] writing © The producer 
says the last scene in the play needs a rewrite. 


rhapsody /‘rep-sad:i/ n [C] a piece of music 
written without a formal structure that expresses 
powerful feelings and emotional excitement © 
Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue” 


rhetoric /'ret-9-r1k/ n [U] 1 speech or writing 
that is effective and persuasive 2 literature Rheto- 
ric is also the art of speaking and writing effec- 
tively, or the study of this art. 
rhetorical /rr'to:r-t-kal, -'tar-/ adj 


rhetorically /ri'to:r-1-kli, -'tar-/ adv [not grad- 
able] without expecting or needing an answer © 
“Why did this happen to me?” she asked rhetorically. 


rhetorical question n [C] a statement 
made in the form of a question with no expecta- 
tion of an answer 


rhetorical strategy n [C] English one of 
four forms of writing and speech: DESCRIPTION, 
EXPOSITION EXPLANATION, NARRATION, PERSUA- 
SION 


rheumatism /'ru:-me,tiz-am/ n[U] a medical 
condition that causes stiffness and pain in the 
joints or muscles 


rhinestone /‘rain-stoun/ n [C] a bright, color- 
less, artificial jewel that looks like a DIAMOND 


rhinoceros /rat'nas:a-ras/, short form rhino 
/‘ra1-nou/ n[C] p/rhinoceroses, rhinoceros a very 


large, thick-skinned animal that eats plants and 
has one or two horns On its nose 


rhizoid /‘rat-z21d/ n [C] biology a part similar to 
a root that provides food to some types of plants 
such as ALGAE and FUNGI 


rhododendron /,roud-a'den-dran/ n [C] a 
large evergreen bush with flat, shiny leaves and 
bright pink, purple, or white flowers 


rhombus /'ram-bes/ n [C] p! rhombuses, 
rhombi geometry a flat shape with four sides of 
equal length and four angles that usually are not 
90° 0 Compare: PARALLELOGRAM; SQUARE > Pic- 
ture: geometry 


rhubarb /'ru:-barb/ n [U] the long red stems of 
a plant that are prepared in a pie or as a sweet fruit 
dish 


rhyme /ram/ v [I/T] literature (of words) to 
have the same final sound, or to use words that 
have the same final sound © [I] “Love” and “above” 
rhyme. 
rhyme /rarm/ n [C/U] literature © [C] Can you 
think of a rhyme for “orange”? © [U] She does not 
use rhyme in her poems. 


rhyme scheme n[C] literature a regular pat- 
tern of rhyme at the end of the lines in a poem 


rhythm /'r13-9m/ n [C/U] 1 music a regularly 
repeated pattern of sounds or beats used in music, 
poems, and dances © [C] a jazz rhythm © [U] You 
need a sense of rhythm to be a good dancer. 2 
Rhythm is also a regular movement: [C] The 
rhythm of a boat rocking in the water lulled him to 
sleep. 3 Rhythm is also a regular pattern of change: 
[C] Waking and sleeping are examples of biological 
rhythms. 
rhythmic /'r1é-mik/, rhythmical /'r1d-m1-kal/ adj 
© The rhythmic sound of the rain on the roof put the 
child to sleep. 


rhythm and blues, abbreviation R&B n [U] a 
type of popular music with a strong beat and jazz 
influence, developed by African-Americans in the 
1940s and 1950s 


rib BONE /rib/ n[C] 1 one of the bones that curve 
around from the SPINE (= the line of bones down 
the center of the back) on each side of the upper 
part of the body to form the chest 2 A rib is also a 
piece of meat taken from this part of an animal: 
barbecued ribs 3 Ribs are also the thin, curved 
pieces of metal or wood that shape and support 
the sides and bottom of a boat or the top of an 
UMBRELLA (= a cover that protects from rain or 
sun). 

JOKE /rib/ v [T] -bb- infm!/ to laugh at or joke about 
someone ina friendly way; TEASE © The two leaders 


ribbed each other good-naturedly during the press 
conference. 


ribbon /'rib-an/ n [C/U] 1 a long, narrow strip 
of material used to tie things together or as a dec- 
oration © [U] He tied the present with ribbon. © [C] 
(fig.) A ribbon of road stretched before us. 2 Aribbon 
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is also the narrow strip of material that contains 
the ink for a TYPEWRITER or computer PRINTER. 


rib cage n[C] the structure in the body formed 
by the RIBS (= bones in the chest that protect the 
heart, lungs and other organs) 


ribonucleic acid / ra1-bou-nu |kli:-1k 'zs-ad, 
-,kler-tk-/ n [C/U] biology RNA. 


ribosomal RNA /,rat-ba'sou-mal ar ,en'er/, 
abbreviation rRNA n [U] biology the type of RNA (= 
a chemical in all living cells) that forms the 
RIBOSOME 


ribosome /‘rar-ba,soum/ n [C] biology a small 
structure in cells that produces PROTEIN from 
AMINO ACIDS 


rice /rats/ n [U] the small brown or white seeds 
produced by a grass plant that are a major food 
source in many countries, or the plant itself, which 
is grown in warm, wet places 


rice paddy n [Ca flooded field in which rice is 
grown J 


rice pudding n [C/U] a sweet dish made by 
cooking rice in milk and sugar 


rich WEALTHY /rit{/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 having a 
lot of money or valuable possessions; wealthy © a 
rich man © The United States is one of the world’s 
richest nations. 2 Rich also means made of some- 
thing beautiful and expensive or valuable: a rich 
brocade jacket 
rich /rtj/ p!n people who have a lot of money or 
valuable possessions © The resort is crowded with 
the rich and famous in winter. 
riches /'ritJ-92z/ p/n great wealth 


WORD CHOICES rich , = 


The adjectives wealthy and well-off are com- 
mon alternatives to “rich.” 
Oliver's parents are very wealthy/well-off. 
If someone is very rich, in informal situations 
you can use the adjective loaded. 
They don’t have any money worries — they're 
loaded. 
If someone is richer than he or she was previ- 
ously, the adjective better off is often used. 
We’re a lot better off now that Jane’s working 
again. 
The adjectives affluent and prosperous are 
sometimes used to describe areas where peo- 
ple are rich. 
It’s a very affluent neighborhood. 
In a prosperous country like this, no one 
should go hungry. 


HAVING ALOT /rit{/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 having or 
containing a large amount of something desirable 
or valuable © The country is rich in oil, minerals, and 
timber. © Orange juice is rich in vitamin C. 0 The 
island has a rich and complex history 2 Earth that is 
rich contains a large amount of substances that 
help plants to grow. 3 If the style or decoration of 


ride 


something, such as a piece of furniture or a build- 
ing, is rich, it has a large amount of valuable and 
beautiful decoration. 

riches /'ritf-9z/ pina large amount of something 
desirable or valuable © ojil/mineral/cultural riches 
richly /'ritf-li/ adv [not gradable] to a great de- 
gree © richly decorated gowns of scarlet and gold © 
a richly deserved reward 

richness /'ritf-nas/ n [U] © the richness of detail 
© the richness of Mexico’s history 


FOOD /ritf/ adj [-er/-est only] (of food) containing 
a large amount of oil, butter, eggs, or cream © This 
chocolate butter cream is too rich for me. 
richness /'ritJ-nas/ n[U] © The richness of the food 
made him feel slightly ill. 


COLOR/SOUND /ritf/ adj [-er/-est only] (of a color, 
sound, smell, or taste) strong in a pleasing or at- 
tractive way © The fields were bathed ina rich, red- 
gold light from the setting sun. © He has a rich, 
resonant voice. 


WORD FAMILY rich 


Nouns rich 
riches 
richness 
enrichment 


Adjectives rich 
Verbs 
Adverbs 


enrich 


richly 


Richter scale /'nk-tar/ n[U] a system that uses 
the numbers one through ten and that measures 
how severe an EARTHQUAKE is 


rickety /'nk-at-i/ adj in bad condition or weak 
and therefore likely to break © a rickety old chair 


ricochet /‘rik-9,fer/ v [I] (of a ball, bullet, or 
other small object) to bounce off a surface 0 The 
ball ricocheted off the goalie’s foot and into the net. 
ricochet /'rtk-9, fet/ n[C] © Carey bent a free kick 
that took three ricochets before landing in the goal. 


ricotta /ra'kat-9/ n [U] soft, white Italian cheese 
that does not have a strong flavor 


rid /rid/ v [T] past rid to free a person or place of 
something unwanted or harmful © In the city, it is 
hard to rid a building permanently of pests. 


riddle QUESTION /'rid-l/ n [C] a question that 
has a surprising or amusing answer, or something 
that is a mystery or is hard to explain © Scholars 
have not completely solved the riddle of the sphinx. 


MAKE HOLES /'rid-°l/ v[T] to make a lot of holes in 
something © By the end of the game we had riddled 
the wall around the dartboard with a dozen little 
holes. 
riddled /'r1d-*ld/ adj [not gradable] full of some- 
thing unwanted © an old sweater riddled with holes 
© a book riddled with errors 


ride /raid/ v [l/T] past simp. rode, past part. ridden 
1 to sit on a horse, bicycle, etc. and travel on it 
while controlling its movements, or to travel in a 
vehicle, such as a car, bus, or train © [I] | ride to 
work on my bike. © [T] We rode the subway from 
Coney Island to the Bronx. 2 To ride someone is to 
criticize someone, esp. to forcefully persuade that 
person to do more or to do what you want: [T] 
Your boss rides you much tao hard. 
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ride /raid/ n[C] 1 a trip on an animal or bicycle, 
etc., or in a vehicle © /t’s a short bus ride to the 
airport. 2 A ride is also a machine in an amusement 
park which spins or moves people for entertain- 
ment: My favorite ride is the Ferris wheel. 

rider /‘raid-ar/ n[C] a person in a vehicle, or on 
an animal, bicycle, etc. 

ridership /‘rard-ar , {1p/ n[U] the number of pas- 
sengers on a transportation system © This month, 
ridership on the Chicago subway went down again. 
riding /‘ratd-1n/ n[U] the sport or activity of rid- 
ing horses © See also: RIDING > Usage: drive or 
ride? at DRIVE USE VEHICLE 


WORD FAMILY ride 


Nouns ride Adjectives overriding 


Verbs ride 
override 


rider 
riding 
ridership 


IDIOMS with ride 


eride a wave of something, ride the wave of some- 
thing to be helped by being connected to some- 
thing attractive or interesting © The president was 
riding a wave of good feeling about the economy, 
but it didn’t last long. 

eriding high doing very well © The soccer team 
was riding high after winning four straight games. 


PHRASAL VERBS with ride 


eride on something to need something to make a 
result happen © The future of the company is riding 
on the new management. 

eride out something [M] to stay and experience a 
difficult situation, rather than trying to escape it © 
Some of the children have fears about riding out an- 
other storm. 

eride up CHANGE POSITION (of a piece of cloth- 
ing) to move toward the top of the body © That 
sweater rides up in the back. 

eride up TRAVEL TOWARD [M] to travel toward 
someone or something on an animal, bicycle, or 
MOTORCYCLE © Julie rode up on a mustang. © The 
boys rode up close to the group, then got off their 
bikes and walked. 


ridge /rid3/ n[C] 1 a long, narrow, raised part of 
a surface, esp. a high edge of a hill or mountain © 
a mountain ridge © Plowed ridges looked like stripes 
across the field. 2 A ridge of high pressure is a nar- 
row air mass that brings good weather. 3 The 
ridge of a roof is where the sloping parts or sides 
come together at the top. 


ridicule /‘rid-a ,kju:l/ n [U] words or actions that 
make someone or something seem foolish or stu- 
pid © He was an unhappy figure of ridicule, not a 
figure of fun, among his colleagues. 
ridicule /'rid-a,kju:!/ v [T] to laugh at someone 
or something in an unkind way © She was ridiculed 
for her old-fashioned ideas. 
ridiculous /ra'dtk-ja-las/ adj foolish or unreason- 
able and deserving to be laughed at © Don't be 
ridiculous — there’s no way | can buy a car. 


riding /‘raid-1n/ n [C] Cdn a particular area of a 
country which is represented by an elected official 
© See also: RIDING at RIDE 


rife /ratf/ adj [not gradable] 1 (of something un- 
pleasant) very common or frequent © Graft and 
corruption were rife in city government. 2 If a place 
is rife with something unpleasant, it is full of it: The 
office is rife with rumors that many of us will be fired. 


riff /rif/ n[C] (in popular music) a simple tune that 
is used as a pattern for creating more complicated 
musical patterns 


riffraff /‘rif-raef/ p! n disapproving people with a 
bad reputation or of a low social class © She warned 
her son to keep away from such riffraff. 


rifle GUN /'rar-fal/ n[C] a type of gun with along 
BARREL (= cylindrical part) which is fired from the 
shoulder 

SEARCH /'‘rar-fal/ v [I/T] to search quickly through 
something, esp. in order to steal something © [I] 
He rifled through the safe, but the diamonds were 
gone. 

HIT OR THROW /'rat-fal/ v [T] to hit or throw a ball 
very hard © By the game’s end, he had rifled two 
balls out of the ball field. 


rift /rift/ n [C] something that divides partners or 
friends © The border dispute caused a rift between 
Canada and the US. 


rig) ARRANGE /rig/ v [T] -gg- to arrange an event 
or amount in a dishonest way © The station had 
rigged gasoline prices. © Until this year, all elections 
were rigged by the ruling party. 

FIX IN PLACE /r1g/ v [T] to fix a piece of equipment 
in place, or to put something together quickly, for 
temporary use 0 [M] / rigged up a TV antenna from 
a coat hanger. 


STRUCTURE /rig/ n[C] a structure used to support 
machinery and equipment for a particular purpose 
© an oil rig © a camera/plow rig 
rigging /‘rtg-1n/ n (U] the ropes that hold and 
control the sails on a boat or ship 

TRUCK /rig/ n[C] a large truck consisting of at least 
two sections, including an engine to drive it and 
another part to hold a load 0 A huge rig, a sixteen- 
wheeler, rolling downhill, flew right by me. 


rigamarole /'r1g-9-ma,roul/ n [U] RIGMAROLE 


right CORRECT /rait/ adj, adv correct, true, or ex- 
act © He said the trip would take two hours and he 
was absolutely/exactly right. © My watch has 
stopped — do you have the right time? © Ellen is the 
right person for the job. O She got every answer right. 
© Opposite: WRONG NOT CORRECT 
rightly /‘rart-li/ adv [not gradable] © | think these 
people don’t rightly know what they’re doing. > Us- 
age: correct or right? at CORRECT 


CONFUSABLES San enn 


right or true? 
Right is usually used to say something is correct 
or to agree with something someone has said. 
He gave the right answer. 
“That’s right, they live in downtown 
Minneapolis.” 


True is usually used to say that something is 
based on facts. 
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Is it true that she’s leaving? 
Everything I've told you is true. 


WISE /rart/ adj having or showing good judgment; 
wise © [+ to infinitive] The president was right to 
veto that bill. © | think we reached the right 
conclusion. 
rightly /‘rart-li/ adv [not gradable] © You did have 
the opportunity, and rightly or wrongly, you didn’t 
follow up on it. 


SUITABLE /rart/ adj, adv suitable or desirable, or as 
it should be © [+ fo infinitive] He thought the time 
was right to expand his new business. © That hat 
looks just right on you. O Opposite: WRONG NOT 
SUITABLE 


MORAL RULE /rait/ n [U] 1 what is considered to 
be morally good or acceptable or fair © You know 
the difference between right and wrong. © [+ to in- 
finitive] You have no right (= You are wrong) to criti- 
cize me. 2 Someone who is in the right is morally 
or legally correct. © The jury had a hard time agree- 
ing about which side was in the right. © Opposite: 
WRONG IMMORAL 
right /rat/ adj, adv [not gradable] considered fair 
or morally acceptable by most people © /t isn’t 
right to tell a lie. 
right /ratt/ v [T] © Lawsuits were brought to right 
wrongs (= to correct unfair situations) in the 
workplace. 
rightly /‘rart-li/ adv [not gradable] © She rightly 
protested against the idea that women can’t succeed 
in politics. 

LEGAL OPPORTUNITY /rait/ n [C] social studies 
your opportunity to act and to be treated in par- 
ticular ways that the law promises to protect for 
the benefit of society © civil/human rights © You 
have a right to a trial by jury. © [+ to infinitive] Pa- 
tients have a right to keep their medical records con- 
fidential. 0 The dispute is over fishing rights. 
rightful /‘rait-fal/ adj [not gradable] © The stolen 
property was returned to the rightful owners. 
rightfully /'rart-fa-li/ adv [not gradable] © This 
portion of land is rightfully theirs. 
rights /rarts/ p/n the legal authority to publish, 
copy, or make available a work such as a book, 
movie, recording, or work of art © electronic/reprint 
rights ’ 

DIRECTION /rait/ adj, adv, n [C/U] the side of the 
body opposite the side that contains the heart, or 
the direction that is the opposite of left © Most 
people throw a ball with their right hand. © Our 
house is on the right. © [C] After you go over the 
bridge, make a right (= turn to the right). © Op- 
posite: LEFT DIRECTION 

POLITICS /rait/ n [U] politics & government po- 
litical groups that believe in limited government 
and economic controls, private ownership of prop- 
erty and wealth, and traditional social attitudes o 
Compare LEFT POLITICS 

HEALTHY /rart/ adj, adv [not gradable] healthy, or 
working correctly 0 / haven't felt right all day. 

AGREEMENT /rait/ exclamation used to express 
agreement with someone or to show that you 
have understood what someone has said © “Rob- 


ert, be sure to pick up Susan on your way home.” 
“Right.” 

EXACTLY /rait/ adv [not gradable] exactly; just o/’m 
too busy to talk right now but I'll get back to you 
later. © He sat right behind me. © I'll be right back 
(= | will return very soon). 


WORD FAMILY right 


Nouns right Adjectives right 
rightness righteous 
rights rightful 
righteousness adverbs right 

Verbs right rightly 


rightfully 


IDIOMS with right 


eget off on the right foot, start off on the right 
foot to make a successful start O He really got off 
on the right foot with my mother. 

eright away immediately © | need someone to help 
me right away. 

eright on slang exactly correct © | heard them talk- 
ing about how we needed to change the way things 
work around here, and | was thinking to myself “right 
on!” © USAGE: Used to agree with someone and 
show approval. 

eright on (the money) exactly correct © Shania 
guessed there were 126 jelly beans, and she was 
right on the money. 


right angle n [C] geometry an angle of 90° o 
Join the two pieces of wood at a right angle. > Pic- 
ture: angle 


righteous /‘rai-t{as/ adj behaving in a morally 
correct way, or considered morally correct © a righ- 
teous man 


right-hand adj [not gradable] on or to the 
right © The picture is on the right-hand page. 


right-handed adj [not gradable] using the 
right hand for writing and for most other things © 
Compare LEFT-HANDED 


right triangle n[C] geometry a triangle with 
an angle of 90° > Picture: triangle 


right-wing adj supporting the political opin- 
ions of the right 
right-winger n [C] a person who supports the 
political right 


rigid © NOTVARYING /'rid3-0d/ adj not per- 
mitting any change © rigid rules of behavior © | keep 
to a rigid schedule. 
rightly ©) /'r1d3-ad-li/ adv © rigidly defined terms 
rigidity @ /ra'dzid-at-i/ n [U] 

STIFF /'r1d3-ad/ adj not able to be bent © rigid plastic 
rigidly /'r1d3-ad-li/ adv 
rigidity /ra'‘d3rd-at-i/ n [U] 


rigmarole /'rig:‘ma,roul/, rigamarole n [U] a 
long, complicated, or silly process © You have to go 
through this whole rigmarole before you can register 
for a course. 


rigor, Cdn, Brrigour /'rig-ar/ n[U] high standards 
O She studied ways to improve academic rigor in high 
schools. 
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rigorous /'rig-9-ras/ adj severe or difficult, esp. 
because at a high level © rigorous standards of ac- 
curacy © The Manhattan district attorney's office had 
a pretty rigorous training program. 


rigors /'rig-arz/ pin difficult conditions © Chan 
shows how the rigors of big-city American life can 
affect a new immigrant. 


rile /rail/ v [T] to annoy or make angry © Many 
farmers have been riled by Department of Agriculture 
fines. © [M] Your loud parties rile up the neighbors. 


rim /rim/ n[C] the outer edge of something, esp. 
of something curved or circular © The rim of this 
cup is chipped. 


rind /raind/ n [C/U] the hard outer layer or cov- 
ering of some fruits and foods © [U] lemon/orange/ 
melon rind 


ring CIRCLE /rin/ n[C] 1 a circular piece, esp. of 
jewelry worn on a finger © a gold wedding ring 2 A 
ring is also any group of things or people in a cir- 
cular shape or arrangement: a key ring © A ring of 
people joined hands in the dance. 3 earth science 
A ring is also the small pieces of matter that circle 
around a planet. 
ring /r1n/ v[T] to surround something © The island 
is ringed with rocks. 

SOUND /rin/ v [I/T] past simp. rang, past part. rung 
to make a sound, esp. the sound made when 
metal is hit, or to cause a bell to make a sound © 
[1] The telephone rang. © [T] | rang the doorbell but 
nobody answered. © [I] My ears are ringing (=| hear 
a noise that is not really there). 
ring /rtn/ n[C usually sing] a telephone call © /’// 
give Sophia a ring. 
ringer /'rin-ar/ n [C usually sing] © | turned the 
ringer off on my phone so | could get some sleep. 

GROUP /rin/ n[C] a group of people who work to- 
gether, often secretly in criminal activities © a spy 
ring 

SPACE /'r1n/ n[C] a space where people perform or 
compete that is separated from, and usually at the 
center of, the space where people can watch the 
event © a boxing ring © a one-ring/three-ring circus 


IDIOM with ring 


e something rings a bell something, esp. a name, 
is familiar to you © His name rang a bell, but | don’t 
know where | met him. 


PHRASAL VERBS with ring 


ering up something SELL [M] to record items be- 
ing bought and calculate the cost, using a CASH 
REGISTER © He finished ringing up a sale and handed 
Mrs. Drummond her change. 

ering up someone TELEPHONE [M] to telephone 
someone © She rang me up at home. 


ringleader /‘rp,li:d-ar/ n [C] the leader of a 
group of people who cause trouble or commit 
crimes 

ringside /'rin-said/ n [U] the area just outside 
the space where people compete or perform © 
They had ringside seats. 


ringworm /'rin-wa3rm/ n [U] a disease caused 
by a FUNGUS that leaves red rings on the skin 


rink /rink/ n [C] a large, separate area having a 
flat surface specially prepared, sometimes with ice, 
for SKATING, or a building having such an area © 
an ice-skating/roller-skating rink 


rinse /rins/ v[T] to use water to clean soap or dirt 
from something © Rinse the silverware before drying 
it. © [M] Don’t forget to rinse the dishes off. © [M] 
Did you rinse out your bathing suit? 
rinse /rins/ n[C usually sing] 1 / put the clothes 
through a cold rinse in the washing machine. 2 A 
rinse is also a temporary coloring for hair. 


riot /‘rar-at/ n [C] 1 a noisy and violent public 
gathering © The streets in this district include South 
Central Los Angeles, where the riots broke out two 
years ago. 2 infml A riot is also something very 
amusing: [C usually sing] The show was a riot. 
riot /'rar-at/ v [1] © Inmates rioted yesterday at the 
prison. 
rioter /'rar-at-ar/ n[C] © The police said 80 rioters 
had been arrested. 


rip TEAR /rip/ v [I/T] -pp- 1 to tear something 
quickly and with force, or to break apart some- 
thing © [T] | ripped my sleeve. © [T] The wind ripped 
the flag to shreds. © [M] The letter made me so an- 
gry, | ripped it up. © [M] He lost control of the car 
and it ripped down a fence. 2 To rip out something 
is to remove it: [M] The previous owner ripped out 
the fireplace. 


MOVE QUICKLY /rip/ v [I always + adv/prep] to 
move quickly or violently © A hurricane ripped 
through Rhode Island yesterday. 
rip into someone/something to attack or criticize 
someone or something with great force © Riker was 
not going to give her lawyer a chance to rip into his 
witnesses before the trial. 


PHRASAL VERB with rip 


erip off someone/something [M] infmi to cheat 
someone by charging too much money, or to steal 
something © We got ripped off buying our new car. 
© Some accuse the company of ripping off the pro- 
gramming language from its competitor. O Related 
noun: RIP-OFF 


ripe /raip/ adj 1 wholly developed, esp. of fruit 
ready to be collected or eaten O The tomatoes 
aren't ripe. 2 fig. A ripe old age is a very old age: 
My grandmother lived to the ripe old age of 95. 
ripen /‘rar-pan/ v [I/T] © [I] Mangoes need to ripen 
at room temperature until the fruit yields to the 
touch. 


IDIOM with ripe 


eripe for something ready or in a good condition 
for something to happen © The city is ripe for an 
explosion in the film industry. 


rip-off n [C] slang an act of cheating someone by 
charging too much or not giving anything of value 
for money spent © Don’t eat in the museum restau- 
rant — it’s a rip-off. O Related verb: RIPOFF 


ripple /'rip-al/ n [C] 1 a small wave or a slight 
movement of a surface, esp. the surface of water 
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oO The stone hit the water and caused a ring of ripples 
to spread out. 2 A ripple is also a sound or feeling 
that is slight but is noticed: A ripple of laughter ran 
through the crowd. © The story created ripples of 
alarm here in Washington. 

ripple /'rip-al/ v [I/T] 1 [T] A breeze rippled the 
water. 2 Something that ripples moves in a way 
that is not obvious but is noticeable: [I always + 
adv/prep] A shy smile rippled nervously over his 
features. 


ripple effect n[C] a series of things that hap- 
pen as the result of a particular action or event © 
It is hoped the arts center will have a ripple effect 
by attracting more shops and other arts-related 
activities. 


rise MOVE UP /raiz/ v [!] past simp. rose, past part. 
risen 1 to move up from a lower to a higher po- 
sition, or to become higher © Smoke rose from the 
campfire. © The trail rises gently to the top of the 
ridge. © We watched the sun rise over the bay. © New 
buildings are rising (= becoming higher as they are 
built) throughout the city. © On a clear day, you can 
see the mountains rising (= appearing high) in the 
distance. 2 To rise is also to stand up: She rose to 
welcome us. 3 To rise is also to get out of bed, esp. 
in the morning. 
rise /raiz/ n[C] a small hill or slope o The house is 
built on a rise. 
riser /‘rai-zar/ n [C] © Paul is an early riser (= gets 
out of bed early). 

INCREASE /raiz/ v [I] past simp. rose, past part. risen 
1 to become more or greater in amount, size, or 
degree; increase © Real estate prices have risen rap- 
idly. © The temperature rose to 80° by midday. © Our 
hopes rose when the doctors told us that she was 
conscious and alert. 0 A murmur rose from the crowd 
(= began to be heard). 2 To rise is also to move 
into a more important rank or position: He rose to 
fame in the 1940s. 
rise /raiz/ n [C/U] © [C] a rise in temperature © [U] 
Inflation is on the rise (= increasing). 


CONFUSABLES,) pt 2 nes? 
rise or raise? 


Be careful not to confuse these two verbs. Rise 
means to increase or move up. This verb can- 
not be followed by an object. . 
The price of energy is rising. 
The-price-of energy ts-raising: 
Raise means to lift something to a higher po- 
sition or to increase an amount or level. This 
verb must always be followed by an object. 
Power companies keep raising the price of 
energy. 
Po ee Pe calor 
energy: 


FIGHT /raiz/ v [| always + adv/prep] past simp. rose, 
past part. risen to begin to oppose or fight (esp. a 
bad government or ruler) as a group © He urged 
his followers to rise up against the oppressive regime. 


PHRASAL VERBS with rise 


erise above something to not allow something un- 
pleasant to influence your behavior © She rose 


above the personal tragedy in her life and became a 
senator. 

erise to something to react to a difficult situation 
by working hard to succeed © There were some 
other very good competitors, but Megan rose to the 
challenge and sang beautifully. 


risk /risk/ n [C/U] 1 danger, or the possibility of 
danger, defeat, or loss © [C] There’s a risk of an 
accident happening in this fog. © [C] | was afraid to 
take the risk of quitting my job before | had another 
one lined up. © [U] We want clean rivers and lakes, 
where you can swim without risk to your health. © 
[U] It was a high/low risk situation (= a situation 
with a lot of/very little danger). 2 A risk is also 
someone or something that could cause a prob- 
lem or loss: [C] Teenage drivers are considered 
higher risks. 3 To be at risk is to be in danger: A 
child who hasn't been vaccinated is at risk. 

risk /r1isk/ v[T] to do something or to enter a sit- 
uation where there is a possibility of being hurt or 
of a loss or defeat © He risked his life helping another 
man escape the fire. © We risk losing the business if 
we don’t pay off the loan on time. 

risky /'ris-ki/ adj © The business investment was a 
risky proposition. 


risque /r1'ske1/ adj slightly shocking, usually be- 
cause of being connected with sex 


rite /rait/ n [C] a set of fixed words and actions, 
often said and done as part of a religious ceremony 
© the marriage rite 


ritual /‘rits-a-wal/ n [C/U] 1 a set of actions or 
words performed in a regular way, often as part of 
a religious ceremony 2 A ritual is also any act done 
regularly, usually without thinking about it: [C] My 
morning ritual includes reading the newspaper while 
! drink my coffee. 


ritzy /'rit-si/ adj [-er/-est only] infml expensive and 
showy © They had a ritzy wedding. 


rival /‘rai-val/ n [C] a person, group, or organi- 
zation competing with others for the same thing 
or in the same area © business/political rivals 
rival /‘rat-val/ adj [not gradable] © rival political 
organizations © rival claims 
rival /'rat-val/ v [T] to equal or be as good as 0 
No computer can rival a human brain. 
rivalry /‘rar-val-ri/ n [C/U] a serious and often 
continuing competition © [C] Jerusalem was the 
scene of more passions and rivalries than any other 
city on earth. 


river /'riv-ar/ n [C] 1 water that flows naturally 
through a wide channel that is surrounded by land 
© the Mississippi River 0 We went swimming in the 
river. 2 A river is also any large flow of a liquid: 
Rivers of sweat ran down his back. 


riverbank /'riv-ar bank/ n[C] the land at either 
side of a river 


riverbed /'riv- er ,bed/ n[C] the low ground over 
which a river flows 


riverside /‘riv-ar said/ n [U] the land along ei- 
ther side of a river 
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rivet /‘rv-at/ n[C] a metal pin used to fasten to- 
gether flat pieces of metal or other thick materials 
such as leather 
rivet /'r1v-at/ v[T] 1 Parts of the aircraft are riveted 
together. 2 If something rivets someone, it attracts 
and keeps someone’s attention: Her performance 
riveted the audience. 
riveting /'riv-at-1n/ adj extremely interesting ° a 
riveting TV show 


R.N. n[C] abbreviation for REGISTERED NURSE © Ruth 
Retallack, R.N. 


RNA n [U] biology abbreviation for ribonucleic acid 
(= an important chemical present in all living cells) 


roach /rout{/ n [C] short form of COCKROACH 


road /roud/ n [C/U] 1 a route for traveling be- 

tween places by vehicle, esp. one that has been 
specially surfaced and made flat © [C] a gravel/dirt/ 
paved road 2 Road (abbreviation Rd.) is often used 
in the names of roads: [U] 82 Mill Road 


IDIOMS with road 


eon the road traveling to different places Oo The 
band spends three months a year on the road. 

eon the road to something likely to achieve some- 
thing © The doctors say she’s on the road to recovery. 


roadblock /‘roud-blak/ n [C] 1 a temporary 
structure put across a road to stop traffic, esp. to 
try to stop illegal activity © a police roadblock 2 fig. 
A roadblock can also be anything that stops prog- 
ress: There have been several roadblocks in the peace 
process. 


road rage n[U] dangerous behavior by people 
who become angry while driving a vehicle 


roadrunner /'roud ,ran-ar/ n[C] a fast-running 
bird from the southwestern US, Mexico, and Cen- 
tral America which has a long tail and feathers that 
stand up on the top of its head 


roadside /'roud:-said/ n [C] the edge of a road 


road test DRIVING TEST n[C] an official test of 
driving skill that must be passed in order to obtain 
a DRIVER’S LICENSE 


VEHICLE TEST rn [C] a test of a new vehicle, ma- 
chine, or idea to see how well it works © The truck 
currently is undergoing a seven-day road test and 
initial reports are good. 


road trip n[C] a long trip taken for pleasure or 
business in which the travel is on roads 


roadway /'roud-wei/ n[C] the part of the road 
on which vehicles drive 


roadworthy /‘roud ,w3r-6i/ adj (of vehicles) in 
good condition for driving 


roam /roum/ v [I/T] to walk or travel without any 
real purpose or direction © [I] Our dog just likes to 
roam. 


roar /ro:r, rour/ v [I] 1 to make a long, loud, deep 
sound © Lions were roaring in their cages. © The 
crowd roared with laughter. 2 If a vehicle roars 
somewhere, it moves there quickly making a lot of 
noise: His truck roared down the steep mountain. 


roar /roir, rour/ n[C/U] © [U] Living near the high- 
way, we hear the constant roar of traffic. 

roaring /‘ro:r-1n, ‘rour-/ adj, adv 1 a roaring river 
2 A roaring fire is very large, noisy, and bright. 


roast /roust/ v [I/T] to cook meat or other food 
by dry heat in an OVEN or over a fire 
roast /roust/, roasted /'rou-stad/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © roast beef/turkey 
roast /roust/ n[C] 1 a large piece of meat cooked 
in an OVEN © a beef roast 2 A roast is also an outside 
event at which food is cooked over a fire: a Jobster 
roast 


rob /rab/ v [T] -bb- 1 to take money or property 
from a person or place illegally © Two men robbed 
the store last night. 2 If someone is robbed of a 
quality, that quality is taken away: Elderly people 
should not be robbed of their dignity. 
robber /‘rab-ar/ n[C] a person who takes money 
or property illegally 
robbery /‘rab-a-ri/ n [C/U] © [U] armed robbery 
© [C] He’s accused of several bank robberies. 


robe /roub/ n [C] a long, loose-fitting piece of 
clothing, esp. one worn at home ° | had on paja- 
mas and a robe. 


robin /'rab-an/ n [C] a brown North American 
bird with a red chest 


robot /'rou-bat, -bat/ n [C] a mechanical device 
that works automatically or by computer control 
© Industrial robots are replacing people. 
robotic /rou 'bat-1k/ adj © He spoke in a robotic 
monotone. 
robotics /rou 'bat-1tks/ n [U] the science of de- 
signing and operating ROBOTS 


robust /rou'bast/ adj (of a person, animal, or 
plant) strong and healthy, or (of food or drink) full 
of flavor © She was in robust health. 0 The house 
blend of coffee is particularly robust. 


rock STONE /rak/ n[C/U] 1 a large mass of stone 
that sticks up out of the ground or the sea, or a 
separate piece of stone © [U] This ts some of the 
oldest rock on the earth’s surface. © [C] Waves 
crashed against the rocks. 0 [C] Bees poured into the 
neighborhood when boys threw rocks at the hives. © 
Compare MINERAL; SOIL EARTH 2 slang A rock is 
also a DIAMOND or other jewel. 
rocky /'rak-i/ adj covered with, or consisting of, 
stones © a rocky path O See also: ROCKY 


MOVE /rak/ v [I/T] 1 to move something or cause 
something to move backward and forward or from 
side to side © [T] He rocked the baby to sleep. © [I] 
If you rock back on that chair, you’re going to break 
it. 2 lf a building or area rocks, it shakes it violently: 
[1] An earthquake rocked the downtown area today. 
3 If a person or place is rocked, it is surprised, up- 
set, or excited: [T] The university was rocked by the 
scandal. 
rocker /'rak-ar/ n[C] a ROCKING CHAIR (= a chair 
built on two pieces of curved wood), or one of the 
two curved pieces under the chair that allow it to 
move forward and backward 


MUSIC /rak/, rock-and-roll /,rak-an'roul/, rock ‘n’ 
roll n [U] a type of popular music with a strong 
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beat, which is usually played with electric guitars 
and drums 

rocker /'rak-ar/ n [C] infm! someone who per- 
forms or likes ROCK music 


BE EXCELLENT /rak/, n [I/T] to be extremely good 
© [I] She’s such a great role model for young women 
~ she really rocks! 


IDIOMS with rock 


eon the rocks 1 infm! failing © Their marriage is on 
the rocks. 2 If an alcoholic drink is on the rocks, it 
is served with ice. 

erock the boat infm/ to do or say something that 
upsets people or causes problems © It’s better not 
to rock the boat when you first start a job. 


rock-bottom adj infmi at the lowest possible 
level or in the worst situation © rock-bottom prices 
O The team hit rock bottom, losing 12 games in a 
row. 


rocket /‘rak-at/ n [C] a cylindrical device con- 
taining material that explodes, sending the device 
through the air © The rocket was launched 
yesterday. 
rocket /'rak-at/ v [I/T] to travel by rocket, or to 
rise, increase, or move very quickly © [T] The astro- 
nauts were rocketed into space. © [I] A train rocketed 
by. © [I] Anna rocketed to fame in the late 1980s. 


IDIOM with rocket 


eit doesn’t take a rocket scientist to do some- 
(hing, you don’t have to be a rocket scientist to do 
something humorous it is easy to do or understand 
something © It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to fig- 
ure out that if you treat her well, she’ll be happier. 


rocking chair, short form rocker /'rak-ar/ n[C] 
a chair built on two pieces of curved wood so that 
you can move forward and backward when you 
sit in it 

rocking horse n [C] a toy horse that a child 
sits on and goes backward and forward 


rocky /'rak-i/ adj difficult or uncertain © Their sea- 
son got off to a rocky start with three straight losses. 
© See also: ROCKY at ROCK STONE 


rod /rad/ n [C] a long, thin pole made of wood, 
metal, or other material © a fishing/curtain rod 


rode /roud/ past simple of RIDE 


rodent /‘roud:@nt/ n[C] a type of small mammal 
with sharp front teeth O They expect to catch ro- 
dents, mostly mice. 


rodeo /'roud-i: ,ou, ra'de1-ou/ n[C] pl rodeos a 
public performance or competition in which COW- 
BOYS (= people who take care of cattle) show their 
skill at riding cattle and wild horses and at catching 
cattle with ropes 


roe /rou/ n [U] the mass of eggs inside a female 
fish, which is eaten as food 


rogue /roug/ n [C] a person, organization, or 
country that does not behave in the usual or ac- 
ceptable way © Buzzy’s a fun-loving teenage rogue. 
rogue /roug/ adj [not gradable] © A rogue em- 
ployee might tap into the computer. 


roll 


role © DUTY /roul/ n [C] the duty or use that 
someone or something usually has or is expected 
to have © Bouchard hopes to play a pivotal/major/ 
key role in Quebec’s future. 


REPRESENTATION /roul/ n[C] the person whom an 
actor represents in a movie or play © Astin plays the 
role of Radford, the store’s owner. 


role model n [C] a person whose behavior is 
copied by others 


roll MOVE /roul/ v [I/T] 1 to move in a direction 
by turning over and over or by traveling on 
wheels, or to cause something to move in this way 
© [I] The coin rolled off the table. © [T] | rolled the 
spare tire around to the side of the car. © [I] Tears 
rolled down his cheeks. © Bob rolled over (= turned 
his body while lying down) onto his stomach. 2 If 
you roll a car window up or down, you turn a han- 
dle or press a button that opens or closes the 
window. 
roll /roul/ n [C/U] © [C] You have to allow for the 
roll of the ball when it lands after you hit it. 
roller /'rou-lar/ n [C] a cylinder or wheel that 
turns over and over in order to move something 
along 


FORM ROUNDED SHAPE /roul/ v [T] to form some- 
thing soft into a rounded shape © He rolled the clay 
into a ball. © [M] She rolled up her pants so they 
wouldn't get wet. 
roll /roul/ n [C] 1 a long piece of something that 
bends, formed into a cylinder © a roll of film/tape/ 
aluminum foil 2 A roll is also a rounded mass of 
something: rolls of fat 


SOUND /roul/ v [I/T] to make a continuous re- 
peated sound © [I] Thunder rolled in the distance. 
roll /roul/ n [C usually sing] © a drum roll 

LIST /roul/ n [C] an official list of names © a roll of 
eligible voters 


BREAD /roul/ n [C] a small loaf of bread 


WORD FAMILY roll 


Verbs roll 
unroll 


Nouns roll 
roller 


IDIOMS with roll 


¢on aroll infml experiencing a period of success or 
good luck © They’ve won nine games in a row, so 
they're obviously on a roll. 

(all) rolled into one combined © He is a busi- 
nessman, community leader, and family man all 
rolled into one. © USAGE: Used esp. to talk about 
someone or something that has many good 
qualities. 

eroll your eyes to move your eyes around in a cir- 
cle because someone has said or done something 
stupid or strange © “Don’t pay any attention to 
what he says,” Carrie said rolling her eyes. 

erolling in the aisles infm! laughing very hard o 
The comedian had the audience rolling in the aisles. 
eroll out the red carpet (for someone) to give a 
guest special treatment O New York rolled out the 
red carpet for the astronauts. 

eroll up your sleeves infmito prepare for hard work 
© We've planned everything — now it’s time to roll up 
our sleeves and get started. 
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PHRASAL VERBS with roll 


eroll around (of a time or event) to happen © Will 
you still be here when spring rolls around? 

eroll back something [M] to reduce something to 
an earlier level or standard © The president's plan 
to roll back environmental protections was not pop- 
ular. © The governor plans to roll property taxes back. 
© USAGE: Usually said about a price or rate 

eroll in 1 to arrive © Fog rolled in overnight. 2 infml 
If you say someone rolls in, you mean that person 
has arrived late or unexpectedly: What time did you 
roll in last night? 3 infmi lf something such as money 
rolls in, it arrives in large amounts: Business was 
great, and the money was rolling in. 

eroll out something MAKE SMOOTH [M] to make 
something smooth and flat, by pushing a cylin- 
drical object or tool over it © Roll out the cookie 
dough between two sheets of wax paper. 

eroll out something MAKE AVAILABLE [M] to 
make something available or known to people for 
the first time © The company has rolled out new 
services faster than any other in the field. © Related 
noun: ROLLOUT 


roll call n[C] the act of reading aloud the names 
of people on a list to check whether they are 
present 


roller /‘rou-lar/ n [C] a cylinder used for shaping 
something, or for spreading something over a sur- 
face © hair rollers © a paint roller 


Rollerblade /'rou:lar ,bleid/ n [C] trademark an 
IN-LINE SKATE 


roller coaster /'rou-lar kou-star/ n[C] piroller 
coasters 1 a small railroad, esp. in an AMUSEMENT 
PARK, with open cars that travel quickly along a 
steep, curved track 2 A roller coaster is also a feel- 
ing, situation, or experience that changes very 
quickly: an emotional roller coaster 


roller skate /‘rou-lar skeit/ n [C usually pl] a 
boot with wheels on the bottom that lets you roll 
quickly over a smooth surface 
roller-skate /'rou-lar ,skeit/ v [I] © Jessica loves to 
roller-skate in the park. 


rollicking /‘ral-1-kip/ adj [not gradable] (esp. of 
an experience or story) happening with a lot of fast 
action and good humor and often noise © a rol- 
licking adventure movie 


rolling /'rou-lin/ adj [not gradable] (of hills) 
gently rising and falling 


rolling pin n [C] a cylinder that you roll over 
DOUGH or pastry to make it flat 


rollout /'rou-laut/ n [C] 1 the act of making 
something, esp. a product or service, available for 
the first time © Since its rollout in fall of 1999, PayPal 
has gained millions of members. 2 A rollout of pro- 
posals, laws, or information is the first time they 
are made known to the public. © Related verb: 
ROLL OUT 


Roman Catholic /,rou-man'kzé-a-ltk/ n [C] 
a member of the largest Christian religion 
Roman Catholic /,rou-man 'ke6-a-l1k/ adj [not 
gradable] © a Roman Catholic priest © the Roman 
Catholic church 


Roman Catholicism /,rou-man-ka'éal-a,s1z- 
am/ n [U] the beliefs of the Roman Catholic 
religion 


romance /rou'mens, ‘rou-mzens/ n [C/U] Ta 
close relationship between two people who are in 
love with each other © [C] Their three-year romance 
never went smoothly. 2 Romance is also the feeling 
of comfort and pleasure you experience in a rela- 
tionship with someone you love: [U] Without ro- 
mance, marriage is a lot like an old habit. 3 
Romance is also a quality of excitement or mystery 
connected with an experience or place: [U] He 
loves the romance of traveling by train. 4 literature 
A romance is a story of love between two people, 
often containing exciting events or magic: [C] He 
is the successful author of rollicking historical 
romances. 


WORD FAMILY romance 


Adjectives romantic 
unromantic 


romanticized 


Nouns romance 


romantic 


Verbs romance 


romanticize Adverbs 


romantically 


Roman numeral /‘rou-mean'nu:-ma-ral/ n 
[C] one of the letters that the ancient Romans used 
to write numbers © Written in Roman numerals, 
14=XIV and 2001=MMI. © Compare ARABIC 
NUMERAL 


romantic /rou'meent-1k/ adj 1 relating to love 
or to an affectionate, loving relationship © a ro- 
mantic comedy/novel 2 If something is romantic, it 
is exciting and mysterious and has a strong effect 
on your emotions: | think Egypt is an incredibly ro- 
mantic country. 3 Romantic ideas and people are 
not practical or related to real life: She has a ro- 
mantic idea of what it’s like to be an actor. 
romantic /rou'mezent-1k/ n [C] © You’re such an 
old-fashioned romantic, always bringing me flowers. 
romantically /rou'meaent-1-kli/ adv © Their 
names have been romantically linked. 
romanticize /rou'meent-a,saiz/ v [T] to believe 
that something is better, more interesting, or more 
exciting than it really is © He romanticized the life of 
a spy, not knowing how boring and lonely it can be. 


romp /ramp, ro:mp/ v [I] 1 to play or run in a 
happy, excited, and noisy way © The puppy and 
children romped together in the yard. 2 To romp is 
also to succeed or win easily: The unbeaten Char- 
lottesville Crackers romped past the Beantown Bean- 
ies 68-26. 
romp /ramp, ro:mp/ n[C usually sing] 1 The film 
is a comic romp. 2 A romp is also an easy victory 
over an opponent: Nothing could stop his romp to 
the nomination. 


roof /ru:f, ruf/ n[C] 1 the covering that forms the 
top of a building, vehicle, or other object O The 
school has a flat roof. 2 The roof of your mouth is 
the mouth’s upper, inside surface: Peanut butter 
sticks to the roof of your mouth. 
roof /ru:f, ruf/ v [T] © They roofed the house with 
old-fashioned shingles. 
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roofing /‘ru:-fin, 'ruf-1n/ n [U] material used for 
roofs, or the process of building roofs 


IDIOM with roof 


ea roof over your head a place to live © /t is hard 
to keep a roof over your head and food in the fridge 
when you get paid $6.50 an hour. 


roof rack n([C] a device attached to the roof of 
a car to hold bicycles, boxes, etc. 


rooftop /‘ru:f-tap, 'ruf-/ n[C] the top surface of 
the roof of a building 


rook /ruk/, castle n [C] (in the game of CHESS) a 
piece that can move in a straight line in any direc- 
tion but not on a diagonal 


rookie /'ruk-i/ n [C] a person with little experi- 
ence who is just starting to work in a job or to play 
on a sports team © a rookie goalie/cop 


room PLACE /ru:m, rum/ n[C] an area within a 
building that has its own walls, floor, ceiling, and 
door © The house has a laundry room. 
room /ru:m, rum/ v[! always + adv/prep] to share 
a room with someone, esp. a rented room © | 
roomed with Anita in college. 

SPACE /ru:m, rum/ n[U] space available for some- 
thing © Is there any room for me in the car? © (fig.) 
She writes better, but there is still room for 
improvement. 
roomy /'ru:-mi, 'rum-i/ adj [not gradable] hav- 
ing a lot of space © Her new apartment is very 
roomy. 


room and board n [U] a charge for renting 
a room and the cost of meals © / pay each semester 
for room and board at college. 


roommate /'ru:m-meit, 'rum-/ n [C] a person 
with whom you share a room, apartment, or house 


room service n [U] a hotel service that pro- 
vides food and drink to guests in their rooms 


roost /ru:st/ n[C] a place, such as a branch of a 
tree, where birds rest or sleep 
roost /ru:st/ v [I] © In the city, pigeons roost on the 
ledges of buildings. 


rooster /‘ru:-star/, cock n [C] an adult male 
chicken 


e 


root PLANT PART /ru:t, rut/ n [C] biology 1 the 
part of a plant which grows down into the earth 
2 The root of a hair, tooth, or nail is the part of it 
that is inside the body. 
root /ru:t, rut/ v[I/T] (of a plant) to develop roots 
and begin to grow 


ORIGIN /ru:t, rut/ n [C] the origin or source of 
something © We must get to the root of this problem. 
rooted /'ru:t-od, ‘rut-/ adj [not gradable] © 
deeply rooted loyalty 
roots /ru:ts, ruts/ p/n family origins, or the par- 
ticular place you come from and the experiences 
you have had living there © Somehow, | had for- 
gotten my roots in Kansas. 

- rootless /‘ru:t-las, 'rut-/ adj [not gradable] hav- 
ing no family origins or connections, or having no 
feeling of belonging to a particular place 


WORD /ru:t, rut/ n[C] the basic form of a word, to 
which prefixes or endings can be added © The root 
of the word “sitting” is “sit.” 


NUMBER /ru:t, rut/ n algebra a number that is the 
solution of an EQUATION (= mathematical 
statement) 


PHRASAL VERB with root 


¢root for someone/something to express your sup- 
port for the success of someone or something © 
The crowds have been large, with the vast majority 
of the fans rooting for Mexico. 


root beer n [U] a sweet, bubbly drink, flavored 
with the roots of various plants, that is not 
alcoholic 


root canal n[C] a treatment for a tooth where 
the infected roots are removed and replaced by a 
hard substance 


rope /roup/ n[C/U] a strong, thick cord made of 
twisted fibers 
rope /roup/ v[T] 1 to tie something with rope © 
We roped the box to the top of the car. 2 To rope 
something off is to put rope or cord around it to 
keep it separate: [M] The site has been marked with 
“no trespassing” signs and areas have been roped 
off. 


IDIOMS with rope 


eon the ropes in serious trouble or likely to fail © 
For a while, our business was on the ropes. 

ethe ropes the practices or rules you need to 
know in order to get something done © / spent a 
day in our warehouse showing the new guy the 
ropes. 


PHRASAL VERBS with rope 


erope someone in [M] to force or persuade some- 
one to join a group or become involved in some- 
thing © The National Guard roped him in for another 
two years of service. 

*rope someone into something to persuade a per- 
son or group to do something © / was roped into 
playing softball last night. 


rosary /'rou-za-ri/ n [C] a series of prayers said 
by Roman Catholics, or a string of BEADS (= little 
balls) used to count prayers 


rose RISE /rouz/ past simple of RISE 


PLANT /rouz/ n [C] a plant with pleasant-smelling 
flowers and THORNS (= sharp points) on its stems, 
or a flower from this plant © a bunch of roses © | 
am planting roses this year. 


COLOR /rouz/ adj, n[U] (of) a light red-purple color 
© a rose dress © [U] painted in rose 
rosy /'rou:zi/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 of a pale red or 
pink color © sunset’s rosy glow 2 Rosy also means 
optimistic, bright, happy: Our future looks rosy. 


rose-colored glasses p/ na happy or posi- 
tive attitude that fails to notice negative things, 
leading to a view of life that is not realistic 


rosemary /'rovz,mer-i/ n [U] an herb whose 
leaves are used to flavor foods and to make PER- 
FUME (= pleasant-smelling liquid) 
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Rosh Hashanah /,rou-ha' fou-na, ,raJ-, -'Jan- 
3/, Rosh Hashana rn [U] the Jewish New Year, cele- 
brated in early fall, either on the first or second day 
of the first month of the Jewish year 


roster /'ras-tar/ n[C] a list of people’s names and 
sometimes their work schedules, esp. for a military 
unit or a sports team 


rostrum /'ras:tram/ n[C] a PODIUM 


rot /rat/ v[I/T] -tt- to decay, or to cause something 
to decay or weaken © [I] The fallen apples rotted on 
the ground. © [T] Dampness rotted the old wood. 
rot /rat/ n [U] © Rot weakened the beams in the 
house. 
rotten /'rat:®n/ adj 1 The room smelled of rotten 
eggs. 2 Rotten also means bad: a rotten trick © rot- 
ten behavior 


rotary /‘rout-a-ri/ adj [not gradable] turning ina 
circle around a fixed point, or having one or more 
parts that turns in this way © a rotary motor/mower 
rotary /'rout-a-ri/ n [C] a TRAFFIC CIRCLE 


rotate TURN /'rou-tert/ v [I/T] to turn around a 
fixed point, or to cause something to do this © [I] 
The wheel rotates on an axle. 
rotation /rou'ter-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] Two rota- 
tions of the dial opens the lock. 
rotational /rou'ter-fan-4l/ adj [not gradable] 


TAKE TURNS /'rou-tert/ v [I/T] to happen in turns, 
or to cause something to happen in a particular 
order © [T] Every 30 days we rotate shifts. 
rotation /rou'ter-fan/ n [U] © crop rotation 


rote /rout/ n [U] the process of learning some- 
thing by repetition, rather than by really under- 
standing it © She learned multiplication by rote. 


rotisserie /rou 'tis-9-ri/ n[C] a device that turns 
meat around slowly to cook it over a flame or in 
an OVEN (= enclosed cooking space) 


rotten /'rat-®n/ adj See at ROT. 


rotund /rou 'tand/ adj rounded or fat © a rotund 
piglet/man 


rotunda /rou 'tan-doa/ n[C] a building or part of 
a building that is round in shape, and often has a 
DOME (= rounded roof) 


rouge /ru:3, esp. Southern ru:d3/ n [U] BLUSH 
MAKEUP 


rough UNEVEN /raf/ adj [-er/-est only] (of a sur- 
face) not even or smooth © /t was a rough road, full 
of potholes. © Her laugh was rough and loud. 
roughen /'raf-an/ v [T] to make or become 
rough © | roughened the edges and glued them 
together. 


VIOLENT /raf/ adj [-er/-est only] violent or stormy © 
The sea was too rough for sailing. © They live in a 
rough neighborhood. 
rough /raf/ adv [not gradable] © The team had a 
reputation for playing rough. 
roughly /'raf-li/ adv [not gradable] © He pushed 
the luggage roughly to the side. 

DIFFICULT /raf/ adj [-er/-est only] difficult or un- 
pleasant © She’s had a rough year — she lost her job, 
then her father died. 


NOT EXACT /raf/ adj [-er/-est only] not exact or de- 
tailed; approximate © / quickly made a rough table 
from some boards. © Can you give us a rough esti- 
mate of the cost? 
roughly /'raf-li/ adv [not gradable] © The town’s 
population has roughly doubled. 


WORD FAMILY rough 
Adjectives rough 
Verbs 


Adverbs rough 


roughly 


rough 
roughen 


IDIOM with rough 


erough it to live without comforts, esp. running 
water, heat, etc. © We roughed it until our house was 
repaired. 


PHRASAL VERB with rough 


erough up someone [M] to attack someone phys- 
ically © Who roughed this guy up in the parking lot? 


rough-and-tumble adj very competitive 
and failing to pay attention to rules O rough-and- 
tumble politics 


rough-hewn OBjEct adj looking not finished 
or not smooth © The students sang ona rough-hewn 
stage. 


PERSON /'raf-hju:n/ adj not very polite and having 
a lack of grace and style © The hero in the film is a 
rough-hewn detective. 


roughhouse /'raf-haus, -hauz/ v [I] to play ina 
rough and noisy way © The boys roughhoused 
outdoors. 


roughshod IDIOM /'raf- fad/ 
erun roughshod over someone, ride roughshod 
over someone to act without caring how you will 
affect someone or something © He ran roughshod 
over his employees when he thought they weren’t 
working hard enough. 


round CIRCULAR /raund/ adj [-er/-est only] 
shaped like a circle or having a surface like part of 
a ball © They sat at a round table. 0 She held up a 
round mirror. © Carlos was a round-cheeked boy. 
rounded /'raun-:dad/ adj curved © rounded 
pebbles 


APPROXIMATE /raund/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
number) not exact but approximate, and ending 
in zero O In round numbers, about three million tour- 
ists visit each year. 


MOVE AROUND /raund/ v [T] to go around some- 
thing and arrive on the other side © The car 
rounded the corner and stopped in front of the house. 
round /raund/ adv around 


SINGLE EVENT /raund/ n [C] 1 a single event or a 
small group of similar events that are part of a 
larger series of events © The first round of negotia- 
tions got nowhere. 2 In many sports, a round is a 
stage in a competition: They lost in the first round 
of the tournament. 3 In golf, a round is a complete 
game. 4 In boxing, a round is one of the periods 
during which the competitors fight. 5 A round of 
applause is a period of clapping to show approval: 
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Let’s give the band a nice round of applause. 6 A 
round (of drinks) is a drink for each person in a 
group. 

BULLET /raund/ n[C] a bullet or other piece of AM- 
MUNITION (= something that can be shot from a 
weapon or exploded) © They fired several rounds, 
then fled. 


WORD FAMILY round 


Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


round round 


round 
roundly 


Adjectives round 
rounded 


IDIOMS with round 


e round and round moving in circles © The children 
spun round and round until they made themselves 
dizzy. © Compare AROUND AND AROUND at 
AROUND IDIOMS 

eround the clock all day and all night without 
stopping © He studied round the clock, losing forty 
pounds during that time. © He requires round-the- 
Clock care. © Compare AROUND THE CLOCK at 
AROUND IDIOMS 


PHRASAL VERBS with round 


e round out something [M] to complete something 
© A bit more research is needed to round out the 
article. 

eround up something/someone [M] to gather peo- 
ple, animals, or things into one place © The broth- 
ers set about rounding up the horses. © Related 
noun: ROUNDUP 


roundabout NOT DIRECT /‘raun-da ,baut/ adj 
not simple, direct, or quick © You took the round- 
about way to get here. 


CIRCLE /'raun-da ,baut/ n [C] 8r a TRAFFIC CIRCLE 


round-robin pn [C] a competition in which ev- 
eryone competes at least once against each other 
competitor © a round-robin tennis tournament 


rounds /raundz/ p/n a work activity that regu- 
larly involves going to several different places © 
Doctors made their daily rounds, visiting patients in 
the hospital. 


roundtable, round-table /‘raund ,ter-bal/ adj 
[not gradable] involving several people who talk 
about something as equals © The writers will take 
part in round-table discussions and read from their 
works. 


round trip n [C] a trip from one place to an- 
other and back to where you started © | drive 45 
miles round trip every day for work. 
round-trip adj [not gradable] © I’d like a round- 
trip ticket to Baltimore, please. 


roundup /'raun-dap/ n[C] the act of gathering 
together people, animals, or things © a cattle 
roundup © a roundup of local news stories © Related 
verb: ROUND UP 


rouse /rauz/ v [T] to wake someone or make 
someone more active or excited O She roused him 
from his sleep. 


rousing /'rav-zin/ adj enthusiastic, or causing en- 
thusiasm © a rousing speech © They gave hima rous- 
ing welcome. 


rout /raut/ v[T] to defeat an enemy or competitor 
completely 
rout /raut/ n [C usually sing] © Washington de- 
feated Orlando in a 141-104 rout. 


route © /ru:t, raut/ n [C] 1 a particular way or 
direction between places © The most direct route is 
to take the expressway. 2 A route is also a fixed path 
for regularly moving or delivering people or 
things: bus routes © a supply route 
route €) /ru:t, raut/ v [T always + adv/prep] © 
The airline thinks my bags were routed (= sent) to 
Portland, Oregon instead of Portland, Maine. 


router /'ravt-ar/ n [C] an electronic device that 
deals with communications between two or more 
computer networks 


routine /ru:'ti:n/ n [C/U] 1 a usual set of activ- 
ities or way of doing things © [C] Getting coffee and 
a bagel was part of my daily routine. 2 A routine is 
also a particular set of activities performed to en- 
tertain others: [C] a comedy/skating routine 
routine /ru:'ti:n/ adj [not gradable] © The test is 
part of a routine six-month checkup. 
routinely /ru:'tin-li/ adv [not gradable] 0 She 
routinely works out at the gym. 


rove /rouv/ v [I/T] to move, travel, or look around 
an area, without having a particular place you in- 
tend to go to © [I] He roved around town, looking 
for work. 


rOW LINE /rou/ n [C] 1 a line of things arranged 
next to each other © Everybody lined up in a neat 
little row. © | want to sit in the front row. 2 \f some- 
thing happens a number of times in a row, it hap- 
pens that many times without interruption: 
They've won six games in a row. 


Uy eae pe ee 
row 
Remember to use the preposition in when you 
say that something or someone is in a partic- 
ular row. 
We had seats in the last row. 
We-had-seats-atthetastrow. 


MOVE IN WATER /rou/ v [I/T] to cause a boat to 
move by pushing against the water with OARS (= 
long poles with flat ends), or to move people in a 
boat in this way © [T] Dad rowed us back to shore. 
rowing /'rou-1n/ n [U] © Sarah won an Olympic 
medal in rowing. 


rowboat /'rou:bout/ n [C] a small boat that is 
moved by using OARS 


rowdy /'raud-i/ adj noisy and seeming likely to 
become violent © The theater was full of rowdy teen- 
agers throwing popcorn and yelling. 


row house, rowhouse /‘rou-haus/n [C] a house 
in a city that is joined to others like it on either side 
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royal /'ro1-al/ adj [not gradable] belonging or 
connected to a king or queen © Sweden's royal 
family 


WORD FAMILY royal! 


Adjectives royal 
Adverbs royally 


Nouns royal 
royalty 


Royal Canadian Mounted Police, infm! 
Mounties p/ n Canada’s national police force. 


royalty PEOPLE /'ro1-al-ti/ n [U] kings or queens 
and their families as a group, or the rank or power 
of these people © They treated her like royalty. 


PAYMENT /‘ror-al-ti/ n [C usually pl] a payment 
made esp. to writers and musicians every time 
their books or songs are bought or used by others 


rpM nr abbreviation for revolutions per minute (= a 
measurement of the number of times something 
goes around during a minute) © a 78 rpm record 


rRNA nr [U] biology abbreviation for RIBOSOMAL 
RNA 


RSS n [U] abbreviation for really simple syndication 
(= a way of sending electronic information that 
changes often to people who ask to receive it) © 
Hundreds of websites now offer RSS feeds on every 
subject imaginable. 


RSVP v [I] abbreviation for repondez sil vous plait 
(= French for “please answer”) O RSVP by October 
9th. © USAGE: Often used on written invitations. 


rub /rab/ v[I/T] -bb- to press or be pressed against 
something with a repeated circular, side to side, or 
up and down movement © [T] / rubbed the place 
where | bumped my head. © [T] /f you rub linseed oil 
into the wood, it will protect it. 
rub /rab/ n[C] 1 Give my neck a rub. 2 The rub is 
something that prevents success: She got good re- 
views for her original cooking, but the rub was that 
people wanted very traditional dishes. 


IDIOMS with rub 


erub it in to make someone feel worse about 
something the person already feels embarrassed 
about © | know! shouldn't have paid that much for 
the poster — don’t rub it in, OK? 

erub shoulders with someone, rub elbows with 
someone to meet or spend time with someone so- 
cially, esp. someone important or famous © He 
loved his job because he got to rub shoulders with 
high-powered Hollywood stars. 

erub someone the wrong way to annoy someone 
© He was known as an arrogant player who rubbed 
his teammates the wrong way. 


PHRASAL VERBS with rub 


erub down someone [M] to rub or press some- 
one’s body in order to dry it or reduce muscle stiff- 
ness or pain © After the game the trainer was 
rubbing my arm down. © Related noun: RUBDOWN 
erub off on someone to become part of someone 
because that person has been in a place where it 
was present © | like to think that our love of reading 
will rub off on our children, © USAGE: Usually said 
about a quality, skill, condition, or interest. 


erub out something/someone [M] infm! to get rid 
of something, or to kill someone 


rubber /'rab-ar/ n[C/U] 1 an elastic, waterproof 
substance made either from the juice of a tree that 
grows in hotter parts of the world or artificially © 
[U] rubber boots/gloves © [U] Tires are made of 
rubber. 2 Br A rubber is an ERASER. 3 Rubbers are 
waterproof shoes made of rubber, which are worn 
over regular shoes to keep them dry: [pl] Wear your 
rubbers — it’s raining. 

rubbery /'rab-a-ri/ adj 1 elastic and difficult to 
break, like rubber © / don’t like squid, it’s too rub- 
bery. 2 Rubbery also means feeling weak: His legs 
were rubbery. 


rubber band n [C] a thin ring of rubber used 
for holding things together © She brought five or 
six pencils and put a rubber band around them. 


rubbernecking /‘rab-ar nek-1n/ n [U] the act 
of slowing down while driving to look at some- 
thing interesting, esp. an accident © There are de- 
lays due to rubbernecking at the scene of the 
accident. 


rubber stamp /'rab-or'steemp/ n[C] 1 a de- 
vice used for printing with raised letters, numbers, 
or pictures made of an elastic substance such as 
rubber that you cover with ink and press against a 
surface, or the printed letters, etc., made in this 
way © The guard marked my pass with a rubber 
stamp. 2 disapproving A rubber stamp is also an ap- 
proval given without much thought: The mayor 
has a lot of power, and city counselors provide a 
rubber stamp. 
rubber-stamp /'rab-ar'staemp/ v[T] disapproving 
to approve something without giving it much 
thought © Congress is not going to simply rubber- 
stamp any policy the president proposes. 


rubbish /'rab-1f/ n [U] worthless and unwanted 
things or ideas; garbage © All that was left of the 
property was a pile of rubbish nine feet high. © | can’t 
believe they broadcast such rubbish. 


rubble /'rab-al/ n [U] broken wood, stones, 
bricks, etc., that are left when a building falls down 
or is destroyed 


rubdown /'rab-daun/ n [C] the act of rubbing 
someone's body to dry it or to make it feel better 
© | got a rubdown after my workout. © Related verb: 
RUB DOWN 


rubella /ru:'bel-9/ nm [U] medical GERMAN 
MEASLES. 


ruby /'ru:-bi/ n [C] a dark red jewel © a ruby ring 


ruckus /'rak-as/ n [C usually sing] infmi a noisy 
situation or argument © He caused quite a ruckus. 


rudder /'rad-ar/ n [C] a flat blade at the back of 
a boat or aircraft that is moved from side to side 
in order to control the direction of travel 


ruddy /'rad-i/ adj (of a white person’s skin) hav- 
ing a red color, often suggesting good health © a 
ruddy-cheeked girl 
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rude NOT POLITE /ru:d/ adj [-er/-est only] behav- 
ing in a way that hurts other people’s feelings; not 
polite © / apologized for Ted’s rude behavior. © | 
thought it was rude of him not to introduce me. 
rudeness /'ru:d-nas/ n[U] © He asked too many 
questions, and his curiosity verged on rudeness. 
rudely /'ru:d-li/ adv 


WORD CHOICES rude 


A more formal alternative to “rude” is the word 
impolite. 
She asks direct questions without being in any 
way impolite. 
If someone is rude or does not show respect to 
a person who is older or has more authority, 
that person might be described as impertinent 
or insolent. 
It was clear that they found his questions 
impertinent. ‘ 
The adjective abrasive describes someone's 
manner when being rude and unfriendly. 
| thought he was kind of abrasive. 
A person who is rude and unpleasant is some- 
times described as uncouth. 
She considers him loud-mouthed and 
uncouth. 
Language which is rude, often because it refers 
to the body in an unpleasant way, can be de- 
scribed as vulgar or crude. 
He told a pretty vulgar joke over dinner. 


SUDDEN /ru:d/ adj [-er/-est only] sudden and un- 
pleasant © I’ve lived in Texas most of my life, so it 
was a rude awakening when | moved to New York. 
WORD FAMILY rude 
Nouns 


rudeness Adverbs 


rudely 


Adjectives rude 


rudimentary /,ru:d-a'ment-a-ri, -'men-tri/ 
adj only basic, and not deep or detailed © She has 
only a rudimentary grasp of the language. 
rudiments /'ru:d-a-mans/ pin the simplest and 
most basic facts O the rudiments of grammar 


rue /ru:/ v [T] to feel sorry about an event and 
wish it had not happened; regret 
rueful /'ru:-fal/ adj 0 She gave him a rueful smile. 


ruffle MAKE UPSET /‘raf-al/ v[I/T] to make some- 
one upset or nervous or reduce someone's confi- 
dence © [T] /t ruffled her composure, and she did not 
know how to respond. 
ruffled /'raf-ald/ adj [not gradable] © We spent a 
lot of time soothing the author's ruffled feeiings. 

MAKE UNEVEN /'raf-al/ v [T] to make something 
that is smooth uneven © A sudden, strong breeze 
ruffled the women’s skirts in the stands. 

FOLD /'raf-al/ n [C] a series of small folds made in 
a piece of cloth or sewn into it as decoration © lace 
ruffles 
ruffled /'raf-ald/ adj [not gradable] © a blouse 
with a ruffled neck 
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rule of thumb 


IDIOM with ruffle 


eruffle (someone's) feathers to cause someone to 
be upset © David ruffled a few feathers when he sug- 
gested cutting the teachers’ salaries. 


rug /rag/ n [C] a shaped piece of thick cloth for 
covering part of a floor © The rug we bought for the 
living-room has a beautiful red and gold pattern. 


rugby /'rag:bi/ n[U] a game played between two 
teams using an oval-shaped ball that is kicked or 
carried to goals at either end of a field 


rugged STRONG /'rag:ad/ adj 1 strong or pow- 
erful; not delicate O rugged individualism 2 \f you 
describe a man’s face as rugged, you mean it is 
strong and rough: rugged good looks 

UNEVEN /'rag-od/ adj (of land) uneven and wild; 
not easy to travel over © rugged terrain/cliffs 


ruin /‘ru:-an, -1n/ v [T] to spoil or destroy some- 
thing © It would be a shame to ruin such a beautiful 
place. © That guy isn’t going to ruin my life. 
ruin /'ruz-an, -1n/ n[C/U] © [C] an ancient Mayan 
ruin (= destroyed building) © The city lies in ruins 
(= destroyed). 
ruinous /‘ru:-a-nas/ adj [not gradable] causing 
permanent and severe harm © ruinous costs 


rule INSTRUCTION /ru:l/ n [C] an accepted prin- 
ciple or instruction that states the way things are 
or should be done, and tells you what you are al- 
lowed or are not allowed to do © The company’s 
chief executive failed to enforce federal workplace 
rules. © If you broke the rule, you’re going to be pun- 
ished for it. O It’s against the rules to kick someone. 


DECIDE /ru:|/ v [I/T] to decide officially © [I] A lower 
court ruled in favor of the society. © [+ that clause] 
The judge ruled that the defendant be taken back to 
Virginia. 
ruling /'ru:-lin/ n[C] an official decision © The US 
Supreme Court refused to review the state court's 
ruling. 

CONTROL /ru:l/ v [I/T] politics & government to 
control, or be the person in charge of a country © 
[I] The prince ruled wisely and well. 
rule /ru:l/ n(U] © This area was under Polish rule 
until the start of World War Il. 
ruler /'ru:-lar/ n [C] © a military ruler 
ruling /‘ru:-l1g/ adj [not gradable] politics & gov- 
ernment © the ruling party 


WORD FAMILY rule 


Nouns rule 
ruler 
ruling 


Adjectives ruling 


unruly 


Verbs rule 


overrule 


PHRASAL VERB with rule 


erule out something [M] to stop considering 
something as a possibility © It’s unlikely that he'll 
run for president, but you can never rule anything 
out. 


rule of thumb pn [C] p! rules of thumb a 
method of judging a situation or condition that is 
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ruler 
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not exact but is based on experience © As a rule of 
thumb, the ice on the lake should be at least two 
inches thick to support one person. 


ruler /‘ru:-lar/ n [C] a narrow, flat object with 
straight edges you can use to draw straight lines 
and having marks you can use to measure things 


rum /ram/ n [U] a strong alcoholic drink made 
from MOLASSES (= sweet liquid from sugar plants) 


rumble /‘ram-bal/ v [I] to make a continuous, 
low sound, or to move slowly while making such 
a sound © My stomach is rumbling. © The trucks 
rumbled across the field. 
rumble /'ram-bal/ n [C usually sing] 0 We could 
hear the rumble of distant thunder. 


ruminate /'ru:-ma,nert/ v [I] fm/to think slowly 
and carefully © He ruminated over his loss. 


rummage /'ram-1d3/ v [I always + adv/prep] to 
search for something by moving things around 
without care and looking into, under, and behind 
them © She rummaged through the drawer, looking 
for a pen. 


rummage sale /‘ram-id3'seil/ n [C] a sale of 
used clothing, books, toys, etc. 


rummy /'ram-i/ n [U] any of various card games 
in which two or more players try to collect cards 
that have the same value or whose numbers follow 
an ordered series 


rumor, Cdn, Br rumour /'ru:-mar/ n [C/U] an un- 
Official, interesting story or piece of news that 
might be true or invented, and that is communi- 
cated quickly from person to person © [C] Rumors 
about her are circulating at school. 
rumored, Cdn, 8 rumoured /'ru:-mard/ adj [not 
gradable] © The rumored plan to sell the company 
never actually took place. 


rump /ramp/ n [C] the back end of an animal, or 
a person’s buttocks © a rump steak 


rumple /'ram-pal/ v [T] to cause something 
smooth to become messy with unwanted folds © 
You’ll rumple your jacket if you don’t hang it up. 
rumpled /'ram-pald/ adj © a rumpled suit 


run GO QUICKLY /ran/ v [I/T] pres. part. running, 
past simp. ran, past part. run to move your legs faster 
than when walking, with the weight of your body 
pressing forward © [I] They ran for the bus and got 
there just in time. © [T] Hugh runs five miles a day. 
© [I] We want a place with a big backyard with room 
for the kids to run around. © [I] (fig.) I’ve got to run 
now (= hurry away) because I’m late for my 
appointment. 
run /ran/ n[C] © She goes for a three-mile run every 
evening after work. 
runner /'ran-ar/ n [C] © Distance runner Gwyn 
Coogan is a favorite in the marathon. © See also: 
RUNNER SHOE; RUNNER BLADE 
running /'ran-1p/ n[U] © Running is avery popular 
form of exercise. O See also: RUNNING at RUN 
OPERATE; RUNNING at RUN POLITICS 


WORD CHOICES FUnnaun an) 


If someone runs very fast over a short distance, 
you can use the verb sprint. 

! had to sprint to catch the bus. 

Jog is used when someone runs at a slow reg- 
ular speed, especially as a form of exercise. 

“What do you do to keep fit?” "I jog and go 

swimming.” 
If someone goes somewhere very quickly on 
foot, you can use the verbs race, rush, dash, or 
hurry. 

He raced up the stairs to answer the phone. 

Everyone rushed to the door when the alarm 

went off. 
The verb hurtle can be used when someone Is 
running so fast that it seems dangerous. 

A little boy came hurtling down the stairs. 
Bolt can be used when someone runs because 
he or she is frightened or is trying to escape. 

He bolted out of the door as soon as he saw 

her. 
If an animal runs somewhere with small short 
steps, you can use the verbs scamper or scurry. 

The dog scampered off into another room. 

The mouse scurried across the floor. 


TRAVEL/GO /ran/ v [I/T] pres. part. running, past simp. 
ran, past part. run 1 to travel or go, to move some- 
thing, or to be positioned in a particular way © [I] 
The bus runs three times a day between here and 
Albuquerque. © [I] I’m going to run down to the bank 
to cash my check. © [I] Trains are running twenty 
minutes late because of the weather. © [I] The car 
skidded on the ice and ran off the road. © [I] A shiver 
of fear ran through her. © [T] John said he’d run me 
back to school (= take me there in his car). © [I] A 
deep creek runs through the property. © [|] The road 
runs along the coast. 2 lf you run your finger or 
hand over something, you move it quickly: [T] She 
ran her fingers along the edge of the desk. 3 If you 
run something through your hair, you move it 
quickly and easily: [T] He ran a comb through his 
hair. 4 |f a driver or a vehicle runs a sign or signal 
to stop, the vehicle continues without stopping: 
[T] Our taxi ran a red light and a truck rammed us 
in the side. 
run /ran/ n[C] a trip © The train made its final run 
in 1986, 


OPERATE /ran/ v [I/T] pres. part. running, past simp. 
ran, past part. run 1 to manage or operate some- 
thing © [T] She runs the business out of her home. © 
[|] She left the engine running while she went into 
the store. © [T] Can you run both of these programs 
at once? 0 [T] They're running tests on his heart func- 
tions. 2 If something runs on a particular type of 
energy, it uses that type of energy to operate: [I] 
Some calculators run on solar power. 
running /'ran-tp9/ n [U] the management or 
operation of something © The running of a large 
household is not easy. © See also: RUNNING at RUN 
GO QUICKLY; RUNNING at RUN POLITICS 
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run 


FLOW /ran/ v [I/T] pres. part. running, past simp. ran, 
past part. run to cause a liquid to flow, or to produce 
a liquid that flows © [T] He ran a little cold water 
into the sink. © [|] He has a cold and his nose is 
running. © [|] Tears were running down her face. 
runny /'ran-i/ adj infm! producing a lot of liquid, 
or of a substance partly liquid © a runny nose © 
runny eggs 

LOSE COLOR /ran/ v [I] pres. part. running, past simp. 
ran, past part. run (of colors) to come out of ma- 
terial and mix with other colors, so that the origi- 
nal colors are lost © If you wash the dress in hot 
water, the colors will run. 


POLITICS /ran/ v[I] pres. part. running, past simp. ran, 
past part. run to try to get elected; be a CANDIDATE 
© Kutukas ran unsuccessfully for sheriff. 
run /ran/ n[C] © Gunter made a run for the US 
Senate. 
running /'ran-1n/ n [U] © See also: RUNNING at 
RUN GO QUICKLY; RUNNING at RUN OPERATE 


BE/CONTINUE /ran/ v pres. part. running, past simp. 
ran, past part. run to be, become, or continue in a 
particular way © [L] The doctor is running a bit late. 
© [L] We’re running low on gas. © [| always + adv/ 
prep] Inflation is running at 4%. © [| always + adv/ 
prep] The show ran on Broadway for six weeks before 
closing. 
run /ran/ n[C] a period during which something 
happens or continues © The movie starts a two- 
week run tonight. 


SHOW /ran/ v [T] pres. part. running, past simp. ran, 
past part. run to show something in a newspaper 
or magazine, or on television © Both parties are al- 
ready running campaign ads. 

POINT /ran/ n [C] (in baseball) a single point, 
scored by touching each of the four BASES (= po- 
sitions On a square) in the correct order 


HOLE /ran/ n[C] a long, vertical hole in particular 
types of cloth, esp. STOCKINGS (= thin, tight-fitting 
clothing for a woman’s feet and legs) 
run /ran/ v [I] pres. part. running, past simp. ran, past 
part. run O My stockings ran! 


WORD FAMILY run 


Nouns run 
rerun 
runner 
running 


Adjectives running 
runny 


« Verbs run 
outrun 
overrun 


IDIOMS with run 


ein the running having a chance of being suc- 
cessful, esp. in a competition or election © She’s 
still in the running for Treasurer. O Compare OUT OF 
THE RUNNING at OUT IDIOMS 

eon the run 1 while busy doing something else © 
He ate on the run, downing an apple in his car. 2 If 
criminals are on the run, they are trying to avoid 
being caught. © The two men were on the run for 
three weeks before being caught by police. 3 Some- 
one or something on the run is at a disadvantage 
in a competitive situation: Competition from Inter- 
net retailers has some big department stores on the 
run. 


erun afoul of something to do something you are 
not allowed to do, esp. breaking a rule or law © 
Foreigners who run afoul of the law are punished 
severely. 

erun amok to behave without control in a wild or 
dangerous manner © There were 50 little kids run- 
ning amok at the snack bar. 

erun out the clock, run down the clock to use all 
the available time © He was supposed to fall on the 
ball, allowing San Jose to run out the clock. © The 
president's strategy is to run the clock down until the 
elections, then win control of Congress. 

¢ something runs in someone’s family a skill or qual- 
ity is present in many of your relatives © / guess a 
love of music runs in the family. 

erun the gamut to include the whole range of 
possible things within a group or type © Their proj- 
ects run the gamut from mobile homes to luxury 
condos. 

erun the risk of doing something to make a partic- 
ular result possible © When doctors do not follow 
government guidelines, they run the risk of being 
sued. 

erun with it infmi to work independently to 
achieve something © The Japanese took that tech- 
nology and ran with it. 


PHRASAL VERBS with run 


erun across someone/something to meet someone 
unexpectedly, or to experience something unex- 
pected © You don’t run across many people who 
don’t own a TV. 

erun after someone/something to chase someone 
or something © / ran after her, trying to get her 
attention. 

erun around to exist or do something in the 
stated condition © I’m tired of running around on 
crutches. O Compare RUNAROUND 

erun around with someone to spend a lot of time 
with someone © Mom likes to know what kind of 
crowd I’m running around with. 

erun away to leave a place or person secretly and 
suddenly © Vinnie ran away from home when he was 
16. © Related noun: RUNAWAY 

erun something by someone to tell something to 
someone © Would you run that by me again? 

erun down something/someone HIT [M] to hit and 
hurt a person or animal with a vehicle, esp. inten- 
tionally © Some people drive like they’re trying to run 
you down. 

erun down (someone/something) WEAKEN [I] to 
lose energy, power, or strength © By 1923 the radio 
boom seemed to be running down. © Related adjec- 
tive: RUN-DOWN 

erun down something FIND [M] to learn the facts 
about something after searching for them © The 
police are running down several leads related to the 
crime. © Related noun: RUNDOWN 

erun down something EXAMINE to look at, ex- 
amine, think of, or deal with a set of things, esp. 
quickly © The safety inspector ran down the list of 
hazards present in a transit system. 

erun down something/someone CRITICIZE [M] to 
criticize something or someone, often unfairly © 
Those people are always running down our country 
and our values. 
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runaround 824 


erun (something) into something HIT to uninten- 
tionally drive a vehicle into something © He ran his 
car into a ditch. 

erun into someone MEET to meet someone by 
chance © / ran into Mike on Seventh Avenue. 

erun into something EXPERIENCE to experience 
something unexpectedly © The center ran into 
some financial trouble and had to borrow money. © 
USAGE: usually said about an unpleasant ex- 
perience 

erun off (somewhere) LEAVE to leave a place sud- 
denly and unexpectedly © She ran off before | had 
a chance to talk to her. 

erun someone/something off (somewhere) FORCE 
TO LEAVE to cause someone or something to leave 
Oo When the moose didn’t leave, | tried to run him off. 
© His business partner ran him off the road on 
purpose. 

erun off something PRODUCE [M] 1 to make cop- 
ies of something © She downloaded it, printed it, 
and ran off copies for her friends. 0 McKennitt ran 
off 5,000 copies of her CD and sold them on the 
streets of Toronto. 2 A person or team who runs off 
points in a competition scores quickly: lowa ran off 
12 straight points to take the lead. 

erun off with something/someone 1 to borrow, 
steal, or take something that does not belong to 
you © The dog ran off with my shoe. 2 |f a person 
runs off with someone else, the two people leave 
together secretly and suddenly. 

erun out to use something completely so that 
nothing is left © He just ran out of ideas. © Time is 
running out (= There is only a little time left). 
erun over something/someone HIT [M] to hit and 
drive over someone or something with a vehicle 
erun over something EXAMINE to look at, exam- 
ine, think of, or deal with a set of things, esp. 
quickly © They ran over the list to make sure there 
were no mistakes. 

erun (someone) through something PRACTICE [M] 
1 to practice something; to REHEARSE © The director 
wants us to run through the first act this morning. 2 
If you run someone through something, you prac- 
tice it or talk about it so the person will know it 
better: A technician ran me through the data recov- 
ery process. 

erun through something EXAMINE to look at, ex- 
amine, think of, or deal with a set of things, esp. 
quickly © / mentally ran through what | had eaten 
since Thursday. 

erun through something EXIST to be present in 
something, or in a group of people © The blues runs 
through all of Ned Hayden’s music. O USAGE: said 
about a quality or feeling 

erun to something to reach a particular amount, 
level, or size 0 Its 2006 budget ran to over $1 billion. 
erun up something [M] to increase a debt by 
spending more ° He ran up huge bills on clothes. 
erun up against something/someone to experi- 
ence an unexpected difficulty, or to meet someone 
who is difficult to deal with 0 He’s the slickest talker 
I’ve ever run up against. 


runaround /'ran-a,raund/ n [U] a series of ac- 
tions or answers to questions that prevent some- 


one from achieving something © He expected to get 
the runaround, but surprisingly, the store offered him 
a refund. 


runaway NOT CONTROLLED /‘ran-a,wel/ adj 
[not gradable] being or seeming to be out of con- 
trol, or happening suddenly and strongly © runa- 
way health-care costs © From the moment he 
launched the Boy Scout movement in 1908, it was a 
runaway SUCCESS. 


PERSON /'ran-a,wet/ n[C] a young person who has 
left home without permission © Related verb: RUN 
AWAY 


rundown /'ran-daun/ n [C] a report that pro- 
vides the most important information about some- 
thing © This guide gives a rundown on the basics of 
backpacking. © Related verb: RUN DOWN FIND 


run-down adj weak or in bad condition © an 
old run-down factory © She was run-down, thin, with 
no appetite. O Related verb: RUN DOWN WEAKEN 


rung RING /ran/ past participle of RING SOUND 
STEP /ran/ n[C] any of the short bars that form the 
steps of a LADDER (= a device used for climbing), 
or fig. a level or stage of progress © (fig.) Community 
colleges occupy the lower rung of the state’s higher 
education system. 


run-in /‘ran-tn/ n [C] infmi an argument, dis- 
agreement, or fight 0 She’d had a run-in with the 
dog before. 


runner BLADE /'ran-ar/ n [C] a long, narrow 
blade designed to slide over ice easily, fixed to the 
bottom of SKATES (= a type of boot) or snow ve- 
hicles © See also: RUNNER at RUN GO QUICKLY 


SHOE /'ran-ar/ n[C usually pl] a SNEAKER © See also: 
RUNNER at RUN GO QUICKLY 


runner-up /'ran-a,rap/ n [C] p/ runners-up a 
person or team that finishes second in a race or 
competition © Madison is the Eastern Region cham- 
pion and last year’s state runner-up. 


running /'ran-1n/ no See at RUN GO QUICKLY; 
RUN OPERATE; RUN POLITICS 


running back n [C] a football player who car- 
ries the ball from the line where the play starts 


running mate n [C] someone who is trying 
to get elected to the second of two top positions 
O It will soon be time for the presidential candidates 
to choose their running mates. 


running water n [U] water supplied by pipes 
to a house or building © The summer homes on the 
island have no running water. 


runny /'ran-i/ adj o See at RUN FLOW 


runoff ELECTION /'ran-9:f/ n[C] a second or fi- 
nal election held when no one got enough votes 
to win an earlier election 

LIQUID /'ran-2:f/ n [U] earth science 1 water that 
flows away from high areas to low areas © Houses 
and subdivisions can disturb spring water runoff from 
the mountains. 2 Runoff is also chemicals and ani- 


z bat | ahot | ar bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


rye 


mal excrement that flow into rivers and lakes and 
pollute the environment: Stormwater runoff is a 
major source of water pollution. 


FUN-UP /'ran-ap/ n [U] the period before an im- 
portant event © Wolfson is playing a key role in the 
run-up to the elections. 


runway /'ran-wei/ n [C] a long, level piece of 
ground at an airport, having a smooth, hard sur- 
face on which aircraft can take off and land 


rupture /'rap-tfar/ v [I/T] to burst or break, or 
to cause something to burst or break © [I] High 
winds caused the oil tank to rupture. 
rupture /'rap-tfar/ n [C] © There is a rupture in 
confidence in government. 


rural /‘rur-al/ adj in, of, or like the COUNTRY (= 
land not in cities) © She grew up in rural Utah. © 
Compare URBAN 


ruse /ru:z/ n[C] a trick intended to deceive some- 
one © You didn’t fall for my ruse. 


rush /raj/ v [I/T] to do something or move very 
quickly, or to cause someone to act in such a way; 
hurry © [I] She rushed toward me, talking and laugh- 
ing. © [I] You shouldn't rush out and buy one. © [T] 
We rushed her to the hospital. © [T] She never rushes 
her students. 
rush /raf/ n [C/U] 1 something moving quickly, 
or the need for quick action © [C] a rush of cold air 
O [U] There’s no rush, | can wait. © “It’s like this,” 
she said in a rush (= quickly). 2 A rush is also a 
sudden strong emotion or physical feeling: [C] a 
rush of excitement 


rush hour n [C] one of the busy parts of the 

day, either when people are traveling to work in 
the morning or when they are traveling home 
from work in the evening © Take alternate routes 
during the morning rush hour. 


rust /rast/ n[U] a red-brown substance that forms 
on the surface of iron and steel as a result of decay 
caused by reacting with air and water 
rust /rast/ v [I/T] © [I] Stainless steel won't rust. 
rusty /'ras-ti/ adj © People would toss their soda 
cans into rusty old barrels. © See also: RUSTY 


rustic /'ras-tik/ adj typical of the COUNTRY (= 
land not in cities), esp. because of being attrac- 


tively simple © We stayed in rustic cabins, with no 
electricity. 


rustle MAKE NOISE /'ras-al/ v [I/T] to make soft 
sounds, or to cause something, such as cloth, pa- 
per, or leaves, to make soft sounds © [T] A sudden 
breeze rustled the leaves. 

rustle /'ras-al/ n [C usually sing] © We heard the 
rustle of her dress. 

rustling /'ras-a-l1n/ n [C/U] © [U] the rustling of 
papers on the desk 

STEAL /'ras-al/ v[T] to steal cattle, horses, etc., from 
a farm or RANCH 

rustler /'ras-lar, -a-lar/ n [C] © Some rustlers had 
made off with half of their horses during the night. 


PHRASAL VERB with rustle 


erustle up something [M] infml to make, find, or 
prepare something quickly © Give me a minute and 
I'll rustle up some scrambled eggs. 


rusty /'ras-ti/ adj (esp. of a person) not as good 
at knowing or doing something as you once were, 
because you have not practiced it in a long time © 
We're alittle rusty after having the summer off. © See 
also: RUSTY at RUST 


rut /rat/ n[C] anarrow channel, esp. one that has 
been unintentionally cut into the ground by a 
wheel 


IDIOM with rut 


ebe in a rut to not have changed what you do or 
how you do it for a very long time so that it is not 
interesting any longer © / was ina rut and couldn’t 
get out of it. 


ruthless /'ru:6-las/ adj cruel, or determined to 
succeed without caring about others © a ruthless 
ruler © To compete abroad requires ruthless cost-cut- 
ting at home. 


RV 1 [C] abbreviation for RECREATIONAL VEHICLE (=a 
large motor vehicle in which you can sleep and 
often cook, used for traveling and CAMPING) 


Rx /'ar'eks/ n [C] symbol a medical PRESCRIPTION (= 
a doctor’s written order for a person’s medicine) 


rye /rat/ n[U] 1 a type of plant, the grain of which 
is used to feed animals and to make flour for bread 
2 Rye is a type of strong alcoholic drink made from 
this grain. 
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§ LETTER, s /es/ n[C] p!S’s, Ss, s’s, ss the 19th letter 
of the English alphabet 

SIZE adj [not gradable] abbreviation for SMALL LESS © 
USAGE: Used esp. on clothing to show its size. 


§., So. adj, n[U] abbreviation for SOUTH or SOUTHERN 


Sabbath /'szb-90/ n [C] the day of the week 
used by some religions as a day of rest and worship 


sabbatical /sa'bzt-1-kal/ n [C/U] time away 
from work given to college or university teachers, 
esp. to study, write, or travel © [U] Professor Logan 
will be on sabbatical this term. 


saber /'ser-bar/ n [C] a weapon with a sharp 
blade, used esp. in the past by soldiers on horses 


sable /'set-bal/ n [C] p/sables, sable a small ani- 
mal from cold regions that has very soft, dark 
brown fur, or the fur of this animal used esp. to 
make expensive coats 


sabotage /'szb-9,ta3/ v [T] to intentionally 
damage or destroy property © Enemy agents had 
sabotaged the bridge. © (fig.) The bombing was 
meant to sabotage the peace talks. 
sabotage /'szb-a ,ta3/ n [U] © The explosion was 
not an accident, it was sabotage. 


sac /szk/ n [C] biology a part inside a plant or 
animal which is like a small bag and contains liquid 
Or air 


saccharin /‘szk-a-ran/ n[U] a chemical with a 
sweet taste, used to replace sugar 


saccharine /'sak-a-ran, -9 ,rain/ adj disapproving 
too pleasant or charming, with too much feeling 
to be believed © Longfellow’s later poems are re- 
garded as saccharine. 


sack BAG /szk/ n[C] a bag, or the amount con- 
tained in a bag © plastic sacks © a sack of flour 
FOOTBALL /szk/ v [T] (in football) to bring the 
other tearn’s QUARTERBACK to the ground before 
he can complete a play 

STEAL /szk/ v [T] to steal all the valuable things 
from a place and destroy it, usually during a war 
© Villages were sacked and burned by the raiders. 


PHRASAL VERB with sack 


esack out infml to go to sleep © She sacked out in 
the front seat of the car. 


sacrament /'sek-ra-mant/ n [C] (in Christian- 
ity) an important religious ceremony, such as mar- 
riage, BAPTISM, or CONFIRMATION 


sacred /'ser-krad/ adj holy and deserving respect 
© sacred writings/music © (fig.) Art was sacred to her 
(= extremely important and deserving respect). © 
Compare PROFANE 


sacred cow n [C] something that people ac- 
cept or believe to be good or necessary without 
ever questioning their belief 0 Defense spending is 
a sacred cow in Congress. 


sacrifice GIVE UP /'szk-ra ,fars/ v [T] to give up 
something for something else considered more 
important © He sacrificed his vacations to work on 
his book. 
sacrifice /'szk-ra ,fars/ n [C/U] o [C] My parents 
made many sacrifices to pay for my college 
education. 


OFFER A LIFE /'szek-ra ,fars/ v [I/T] to offer the life of 
an animal or a person to a god or gods in the hope 
of pleasing them, usually as part of a ceremony 
sacrifice /'szk-ra ,fars/ n [C/U] © [U] animal/ritual 
sacrifice 


sacrilege /'szk-ra-l1d3/_n [C/U] the failure to 
treat something holy with the respect it should 
have, or an example of this o [U] Many thought it 
was sacrilege to move the bones to another place. 
sacrilegious /,szek-ra'l1d3-as/ adj 0 He consid- 
ered the artwork to be sacrilegious. 


sacrosanct /'szk-rou ,sznt/ adj so important 
that there cannot be any change or question © His 
time with his children was sacrosanct. 


sad NOT HAPPY /szed/ adj -dd- showing, feeling, 
or causing unhappiness or regret © I've just heard 
the saddest news. 
sadly /'seed-li/ advo She spoke sadly about the loss 
of her home. 
sadness /'szed-nas/ n [U] © There was a look of 
great sadness in his eyes. 
sadden /'szd-8n/ v [T] © It saddened me to learn 
of your father’s death. 


WORD CHOICES sad —s 
Unhappy and miserable can mean the same as 
“sad.” 

She’d had a very unhappy childhood. 

| just woke up feeling miserable. 
Someone who is upset is unhappy because 
something bad has happened. 

They'd had an argument and he was still 

upset about it. 

Mike got very upset when | told him the news. 

lf you are broken-hearted or heartbroken you 


are very sad, often because someone you love 
has ended a relationship with you. 


She was broken-hearted when Richard left. 


If you are devastated or distraught, you are ex- 
tremely upset. 
He was devastated when he lost his house. 
She was distraught over the article and feared 
losing her job. 
The adjectives depressed, down, or low are of- 
ten used when someone is very unhappy for a 
long time. 
It makes her depressed to think about the 
injury. 
I've been feeling a little down recently. 


He was very low for months after he lost his 
job. 
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UNPLEASANT /szed/ adj -dd- very bad or regretted 
© The sad fact is that all the trees have got the virus. 
sadly /'szed-li/ adv © If you think she doesn’t care, 
you're sadly mistaken. 


WORD FAMILY sad 


Nouns 


Verbs sadden 
Adverbs sadly 


sadness 


Adjectives sad 


IDIOM with sad 


esad to Say it is sad, regrettable, or embarrassing 
that this fact is true © Sad to say, the violin was never 
found. © Yes, sad to say, I’ve seen the movie fifteen 
times. 


saddle /'szd-°l/ n {C] 1 a seat, usually made of 
leather, fastened on the back of a horse for a rider 
2 A saddle is also a seat on a bicycle or 
MOTORCYCLE. 
saddle /'saed-l/ v [T] © She saddled her pony and 
went riding. 


PHRASAL VERBS with saddle 


esaddle up something [M] to fasten a seat on the 
back of a horse, or to ride a horse © Fred saddled 
up a horse and set out for Kingston to pick up the 
mail. 

esaddle someone with something to give a job or 
responsibility to someone who does not want it © 
They saddled me with cleaning up after the party. 


sadist /'seid-ast, 'szed-/ n [C] a person who gets 
pleasure from hurting another person © Compare 
MASOCHIST 
sadistic /sa'dis-tik/ adj © a sadistic act 
sadism /'ser ,diz:am, ‘seed ,1z-/ n [U] 


sadly /'seed-li/ adv © See at SAD NOT HAPPY; SAD 
UNPLEASANT 


Sadness /'szd-nas/ no See at SAD NOT HAPPY 


safari /sa'far-i/ n [C] p! safaris a trip to watch, 
photograph, or hunt wild animals in their natural 
environment © For his vacation, he plans to go on 
safari in Kenya. 


safe FREE FROM DANGER /seif/ adj 1 free from 
danger or harm, or not causing danger or harm © 
Have a safe trip. © Is this medicine safe for children? 
O | feel safe here. 2 Safe also means not involving 
any risk or disagreement: She’s looking for some 
safer investments. © [+ to infinitive] With most of the 
votes counted now, | think it’s safe to say that we 
won. 
safely /'se1-fli/ advo The plane landed safely in the 
storm. 

BOX /seif/ n{C] a strong box, usually made of steel, 
with a door and lock, where valuable things, esp. 
money or jewels, can be kept 

BASEBALL /seif/ adj [not gradable] (of a player in 
the game of baseball) having successfully reached 
a BASE © Compare OUT BASEBALL 


WORD FAMILY safe 


Nouns — safe 
safety 


Adjectives safe 
unsafe 


Adverbs _ safely 


IDIOMS with safe 


esafe and sound not hurt or damaged © Three 
days later, the hikers were found safe and sound. 
eto be on the safe side to avoid risk © Maybe it 
won't rain, but to be on the safe side, take your 
umbrella. 


safe deposit box, safety deposit box n [C]a 
strong box in a bank where you can keep valuable 
things, esp. documents or jewelry 


safeguard /'‘seif-gard/ v[T] to protect someone 
or something from harm or destruction © Judges 
have an obligation to safeguard our right to free 
speech and a free press. 
safeguard /'serf-gard/ n[C] © The best safeguard 
against someone Stealing your car is to lock it. 


safe haven n [C] an officially protected place 
in an area of military activity, or any safe or peace- 
ful place in a dangerous area 

safekeeping /'‘seif'ki:-pin/ n [U] protection 
from harm or loss © My friend left her jewelry with 
me for safekeeping when she went on vacation. 


safely /'ser-fli/ adv © See at SAFE FREE FROM 
DANGER 


safe sex n [U] the use of CONDOMS or other 
methods to avoid catching a sexual disease, esp. 
AIDS 


safety /'seif-ti/ n [U] the condition of not being 
in danger or of not being dangerous © For your 
safety, keep your seat belt securely fastened. © Fire 
officials worry about the safety of those heaters. 


USAGE aah eee AL 
safety or security? 

Safety is when you are safe or how safe some- 
thing is. 

There have been some safety issues with the 

tires. 

Children should have lessons in road safety. 
Security means activities or people that protect 
you from harm, or that try to stop crime. 

He works as a security guard. 

airport security 


safety belt n(C] a Seat BELT 


safety deposit box n [C] a SAFE DEPOSIT 
BOX 


safety net n[C usually sing] something, esp. a 
government program, that protects or helps peo- 
ple © Unemployment insurance is a safety net for 
people who lose their jobs. 


safety pin n[C]a pin witha round end to hold 
the sharp point, so that it will not stick you and 
will stay fastened 


safety valve n [(C] a device on a machine that 
allows steam or gas to escape if there is too much 
pressure © (fig.) For people with stressful jobs, week- 
ends in the country can be a good safety valve. 
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$ag /szeg/ v [I] -gg- 1 to bend or sink lower © It 
was a ramshackle building and its roof sagged. O Her 
shoulders sagged wearily. 2 Sag also means to be- 
come weaker or less firm: Muscles sag when you 
reach your 50s. O The economy is sagging. 


saga /'sag:a/ n [C] literature a long, detailed 
story of connected events 0 The Gold Rush was just 
one chapter in the saga of the old West. 


$age WISE /seid3/ adj [not gradable] wise, esp. as 
a result of long experience © sage advice 
sage /setd3/ n[C] a wise person, esp. an old man 
PLANT /se1d3/ n[U] an herb with gray-green leaves 
that is used to flavor foods in cooking 


Sagittarius / szed3-a'ter-i:-as/ n [C/U] the ninth 
sign of the ZODIAC, covering the period Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21 and represented by a crea- 
ture with a human upper body and horse’s lower 
body, or a person born during this period 


said /sed/ past simple and past participle of SAY 


sail /serl/ v [I/T] 1 to travel across water in a boat 
or ship, or to operate a boat or ship on the water 
O [I] He is not fun to sail with. O [T] | sail a small 
racing boat. 2 Sail also means to leave on a boat 
or ship: [I] When do we sail? 
sail /seil/ n [C] a sheet of material used to catch 
the wind and move a boat or ship © | restored an 
old wooden boat and got a new canvas sail for it. 
sailing /'ser-Itg/ n[U] the sport or activity of using 
boats with sails 0 | never really got into sailing. 
sailor /'ser-lar/ n [C] a person who operates or 
works on a boat or ship, or a person in the navy 
who is not an officer 0 My dad is a sailor. 


PHRASAL VERB with sail 


esail through (something) to do something easily 
and confidently © She sailed through her final 
exams. 


sailboat /'serl-bout/ n [C] a boat with one or 
more sails used to move it 


saint /seint/, abbreviation St. n[C] 1 a holy person, 
esp. one who has been officially honored with this 
title by a Christian church © Elizabeth Seton was the 
first person born in the US to be made a saint by the 
Roman Catholic Church. 2 A saint is also a good, 
kind, and patient person: His mother was a saint to 
everyone who knew her. 
saintly /'seint-li/ adj © He seemed the gentle, 
saintly man everyone said he was. 


sake ADVANTAGE /serk/ n [C] an advantage or 
benefit © For his sake, | hope he has some protection. 
© She tried to look healthy, for her husband’s sake. 

PURPOSE /serk/ n [U] purpose or reason © He is un- 
willing to oppose it just for the sake of opposing. 


salacious /sa'ler-Jas/ adj causing or showing 
too much interest in sexual matters 


salad /'szl-ad/ n{C/U] 1 a mixture of raw vege- 
tables, usually covered with a SALAD DRESSING © 
[C] a green salad 0 [U] Lunches include soup or 
salad. 2 A salad is also a dish of small pieces of cold 


food, usually mixed with a sauce such as MAY- 
ONNAISE (= a thick sauce of oil, vinegar, and eggs): 
[U] tuna/egg/potato/macaroni salad 


salad bar n[C] a table in a restaurant or store 
where you serve yourself from a variety of salads 


salad dressing n[C] a liquid mixture such as 
oil, vinegar, and spices, added to vegetable salads 
to give them flavor 


salamander /'szl-9 ,mzen-dar/ n [C] a small 
AMPHIBIAN (= animal that lives in water and on 
land) that has a long, narrow body, four short legs, 
a long tail, and soft, wet skin 


salami /sa'lam-i/ n [U] a large, strongly flavored 
SAUSAGE (= meat cut into small pieces and shaped 
in a tube) that is usually eaten cold in slices 


salary /'szl-a-ri/ n [C] a fixed amount of money 
paid to people for the work they are employed to 
do, esp. the amount paid every year © a meager/ 
generous salary © Teachers’ salaries would rise an 
average of $1000 under the proposal. 
salaried /'szel-a-ri:d/ adj [not gradable] © Al/ our 
salaried employees have agreed to take a pay cut. 
» Usage: pay, wage, salary, or income? at PAY GIVE 
EARNINGS 


sale SELL /seil/ n [C/U] an act of exchanging 
something for money © [U] You pay tax on the prof- 
its from the sale of buildings. © [C] The school raised 
money from book sales, bake sales, and individual 
contributors. 0 [U] When I bought this house, there 
were many, many homes for sale (= available to be 
bought). 
sales /serlz/ p/n 1 the number of items sold © [C] 
US car sales got off to a hot start in January. 2 Sales 
is also the department that sells a company’s prod- 
ucts: He works in sales. 


USAGE . “fo ua Le eee 
sale or sales? 
Remember that when you are talking about an 
amount of something that is sold, you use the 
plural noun sales. 
This could have a considerable effect on our 
sales in Europe. 
Thi ap aac bse 
salein-Europe: 


LOWER PRICE /seil/ n [C] an occasion when goods 
are sold at a lower price than usual © a clearance 
sale © Are these dresses on sale (= reduced in price)? 


salesclerk n [C] someone who works in a store 
and sells products to customers 


salesperson /'seilz,p3r-san/, male salesman 
/'setlz-man/, female saleswoman /'se1lz,wum-an/n 
[C] someone whose job is to sell something 


sales representative, short form sales rep, 
rep n[C] someone whose job is to sell a company’s 
products, often by traveling to different places 


sales tax n[U] a tax on things that people buy 
in stores, collected by many states and some cities 
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salient /'ser-li:-ant/ adj [not gradable] most no- 
ticeable or important © The salient fact about the 
case is that it involves an American. 


saline /'ser-li:n, -lain/ adj medical containing or 
consisting of salt © a saline solution 


salinity /s'lin-at-i, se1-/ n[U] chemistry, earth 
science a measure of the amount of salt dissolved 
in water, esp. sea water 


Saliva /sa'lai-vo/ n [U] biology the natural, wa- 
tery liquid in the mouth that keeps it wet and helps 
prepare food for digestion 
Salivate /'szel-a,veit/ v [I] to produce saliva 


salivary gland /'szl-s,ver-i glaend/ n[C] bi- 
ology one of the body parts that produce SALIVA 
(= liquid in the mouth) 


sallow /'szl-ou/ adj pale yellow and unhealthy 
looking © a sallow face 


salmon /'szem-an/ n [C/U] p!/salmon a medium- 
size fish with pink flesh which lives in the sea © [U] 
smoked/canned salmon © [U] They went salmon 
fishing. 


salmonella /sz!-ma'nel-a/ n [C/U] p! salmo- 
nella a group of bacteria, some types of which live 
in food and cause illness in people who eat the 
food, or the illness caused by this bacteria 


salon STORE /sa'lan, 'szel-an/n [C] a store where 
you can obtain esp. a beauty service or fashionable 
clothes © a beauty/tanning/hair salon 

MEETING /sz'l5:, sa'lan/ n [C] a regular meeting 
of important or influential people, esp. of writers 
or artists at the house of someone famous © the 
Paris salon of Gertrude Stein 


saloon /sa'lu:n/ n [C] a place where alcoholic 
drinks are sold and drunk; a bar 


salsa /'so:I-sa/ n[C/U] a spicy sauce made esp. of 
TOMATOES, onions, and CHILIES, that you put on 
Mexican foods 


salt FOOD /so:It/ n [U] a common, white sub- 
stance, found in sea water and in the ground, used 
to add flavor to food or to preserve it © a grain of 
salt © Please pass the salt and pepper. © Add a pinch 
of salt (= small amount of it). 
salt /so:lt/ v[T] © She salted and peppered her stew. 
salt /so:It/ adj [not gradable] containing or tasting 
of salt, or preserved with salt © a salt pond/lake © 
salt pork/cod 
salted /'so:|-tad/ adj [not gradable] © salted nuts/ 
pretzels 
salty /'so:l-ti/ adj tasting or smelling like salt © 
salty popcorn © salty sea air 

CHEMICAL /so:It/ n[C] chemistry 1 a chemical sub- 
stance made with an acid 2 Salt is used to melt ice 
on roads and SIDEWALKS in the winter. 
salt /so:It/ v [T] © Work crews were busy plowing 
and salting roads. 


PHRASAL VERB with salt 


e salt away something [M] to save something, esp. 
money, to use at a later time © She’s salting away 
more money for retirement. 


saltshaker /‘so:lt fer-kar/ n [C] a small con- 
tainer for salt with holes in the top so the salt can 
be shaken out of it 


saltwater /'so:It wo:t-ar, -,wat-ar/ n [U] water 
containing salt, esp. when it comes from an ocean 
or sea © saltwater fish/plants 


salutary /'seel-ja,ter-i/ adj fm/ causing improve- 
ment of behavior or character © The effects of such 
a decision would not be salutary. 


salutation /,seel-ja'ter-fan/ n [C/U] a greeting 
in words or actions, or the words used at the be- 
ginning of a letter or speech © [C] Start your letter 
with the salutation “Dear Friends.” 


salute RECOGNIZE /sa'lu:t/ v [I/T] to recognize 
or show respect for a member of the armed forces 
of higher rank than yourself, usually by raising the 
right hand to the side of the head © [I] When you 
see an officer, you must salute. 
salute /sa'lu:t/ n [C] 1 Uniformed soldiers gave 
him a salute. 2 A salute is also the firing of guns by 
a military organization to show respect for some- 
one: a 27-gun salute 


HONOR /sa'lu:t/ v [T] to honor or express admira- 
tion publicly © We salute the important work done 
by the association. 
salute /sa'lu:t/ n [C] © The Film Institute held a 
salute to Jack Nicholson. 


salvage /'szl-vid3/ v[T] to save something valu- 
able from damage, destruction, or loss © After the 
storm, we were able to salvage some of our belong- 
ings, but the house was destroyed. 


salvation /szl'vei-fan/ n[U] 1 something that 
prevents danger, loss, or harm © That blanket was 
my salvation when my car broke down in the snow. 
2 In some religions, salvation is the state of com- 
plete belief in God that will save those who believe 
from the punishment of God for evil or immoral 
acts. 


Salvation Army n [UJ an international Chris- 
tian organization whose members work to help 
poor people 


salvo /'szel-vou/ n [C] p! salvos, salvoes a firing 

of several guns at the same time, either in a war 
or in a ceremony, or a statement in an exchange 
of opinions © His opening salvo in the debate 
sparked a war of words. 


samba /'szem-ba, 'sam-/ n[C/U] a rhythmic style 
of dance from Brazil, or the music for this dance © 
[U] Fans jumped up and danced the samba. 


Same EXACTLY LIKE /se1m/ adj [not gradable] ex- 
actly like another or each other © My sister and | 
have the same color hair. © Our grades were exactly 
the same. © They are all the same, these “in-town” 
events. 
same /seim/ pronoun © Life was never the same 
again once the children started school. © It took 
longer to lose weight the second time, even though 
my diet was exactly the same. 
sameness /'serm-nas/ n[U] © The fall TV lineup 
promises another season of sameness. 
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NOT ANOTHER /seim/ adj [not gradable] this one; 
not another, different one © She keeps saying the 
same thing over and over. © Production is down by 
80% from the same period last year. O She started 
studying languages and became interested in travel 
at the same time. 


IDIOMS with same 


eat the same time despite what was just said © 
She’s optimistic that she can get results, but at the 
same time, she knows it’s a very hard job. 

ein the same boat in the same difficult situation 
as someone else © None of us has any money, so 
we're all in the same boat. 

ein the same league (as someone/something), in 
the same league (with someone/something) having 
qualities or achievements that are similar to some- 
one or something © The new charity will be giving 
away $55 million a year, putting it in the same 
league as other well-known charities. 0 He’s very 
good at his job, but he’s not in the same league as 
Gerry. 

eon the same wavelength thinking in the same 
way as someone else © Luckily, my husband and | 
are on the same wavelength about how to raise our 
kids. 

esame difference infmi the same thing © Either he’s 
a genius or he’s crazy - same difference really. 
esame here | agree © “/ thought that movie was 
awful.” “Same here.” 

ethe same old thing, the same old, same old 
something that has not changed, with the result 
that it seems boring © You get tired of eating the 
same old thing for breakfast. 


sample /'szem-pal/ n [C] 1 a small amount of 
something which shows what the rest is or should 
be like © a free sample © a blood/tissue sample o The 
booklet contains sample questions and answers. 2 A 
sample of people is a small group that is tested to 
obtain information about the larger group: The 
poll is based on a random sample of Montgomery 
voters. 
sample /'szem-pal/ v [T] to take or try a small 
amount of something © He sampled a little of each 
dish. © Buma sampled opinions from people in both 
countries. 


sanatorium /szn:9'to:r-i:-am, -'tour-/ na 
SANITARIUM 


sanctify /'szegk-te ,fai/ v [T] to make holy 0 a 
relationship sanctified by marriage 


sanctimonious /,szpk-ta'mou-ni:-as/ adj dis- 
approving showing that you believe you are morally 
better or more religious © sanctimonious remarks 


Sanction APPROVAL /'szenk:fan/ n [U] fm! ap- 
proval or permission © To be just, a government 
must have the sanction of the governed. © USAGE: 
usually describes formal or legal approval 
sanction /'szenk:-fan/ v [T] 0 The UN sanctioned 
intervention in the crisis. 

PUNISHMENT /'szenk: fan/ n(C usually pl] an official 
action taken against a government to force it to 
behave in a particular way or as punishment for 
not doing so © trade/economic sanctions 


sanctity /'szepk-tat-i/ n [U] the condition of be- 
ing holy or of deserving great respect © the sanctity 
of life 


sanctuary /'szenk:tfa,wer-i/ n [C/U] social 
studies 1 protection or a safe place, esp. for some- 
one or something being chased or hunted © [U] 
The storm’s survivors took sanctuary in the church. 
© [C] Soldiers attacked an enemy sanctuary. 2 A 
sanctuary is a place where birds or animals can live 
and be protected: [C] a wildlife/bird sanctuary 3 A 
sanctuary is the part of a church where religious 
ceremonies happen: [C] Nan and her parents found 
seats in the sanctuary for the service. 


sand SMALL GRAINS /szend/ n [U] a mass of very 
small grains that at one time were rock and now 
form deserts and beaches 
sandy /'szen-di/ adj 1 Cactuses grow well in sandy 
soil. 2 Sandy hair is pale brown. 

MAKE SMOOTH /szend/ v [T] to make a surface 
smooth by rubbing it with SANDPAPER (= strong, 
rough paper) or with a special tool 0 The bookcase 
has to be sanded and stained. 


sandal /'szen-d@l/ n [C] a light shoe consisting of 
a bottom part held onto the foot by straps © a pair 
of sandals 


sandbag /'send-beg, 'szn-/ n [C] a strong 
cloth bag filled with sand that is used as a defense 
against flooding and explosions 0 Thousands of 
sandbags were piled along the riverbank. 


sandbar /'szend-bar/ n[C] a BANK (= raised area) 
of sand that exists just below the surface or a sea 
or river > Picture: lagoon 


sandbox /'sznd-baks, 'szen-/ n [C] a square 
area filled with sand in which children can dig and 
play 

sandcastle /'szend ,kzs-al/ n[C] a model build- 
ing of sand, often made by children on the beach 


sand dune n[C] a DUNE 


sandman /'szeend-mzn/_n [C usually sing] an 
imaginary man who puts sand in children’s eyes 
to make them go to sleep 


sandpaper /'send ,pei-par/ n[U] strong paper 
with a layer of sand or a similar rough substance 
stuck to one side, used for rubbing a surface in 
order to make it smooth 
sandpaper /'szend ,pel-par/ v [T] to rub a sur- 
face, esp. wood with sandpaper to make it smooth 


sandstone /'szend:stoun/ n[U] a soft, yellow or 
red rock, often used as a building material 


sandstorm /'szend:-stoirm, 'szen-/ n [C] a 
strong wind in a desert carrying a large amount of 
sand 


sandwich /'szn-dwit{/ n [C] slices or pieces of 
meat, cheese, salads, etc., put between two pieces 
of bread that are held together by the person who 
picks them up when ready to eat © a bacon, lettuce, 
and tomato sandwich 0 My kids always eat peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches for lunch. 
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sandwich /'seen-dwitJ/ v [T always + adv/prep] 
to put something or someone in a small space be- 
tween two other, usually bigger, things or people 
© She lived in a skinny Victorian house sandwiched 
between two brownstones in Cambridge. 


sandy /'szen-di/ adj See at SAND SMALL GRAINS 


sane /sein/ adj [-er/-est only] having a reasonable 
or healthy mind, or showing good judgment and 
understanding © Your work, he said, is the one thing 
that keeps you sane in this crazy world. 
sanity /'szen-at-i/ n [U] © He was beginning to 
doubt his own sanity. 


sang /szn/ past simple of SING 


sanguine /'szq-gwan/ adj (of someone or 
someone’s character) positive and hopeful © Some 
people expect the economy to continue to improve, 
but others are less sanguine. 


Sanitarium /,szn-o'ter-i:-am/, sanatorium 
/,\seen-a'tozr-it-am, -'tour-/ n [C] (esp. in the past) 
a type of hospital for people who needed long pe- 
riods of rest and treatment for their illnesses © She 
died of tuberculosis at a sanitarium in Saranac Lake, 
N.Y, in 1914. 


sanitary /'szn-a,ter-i/ adj relating to being 
clean and healthy, esp. to the protection of health 
by the removal of dirt and waste, including human 
waste © He worked to improve sanitary conditions in 
New Orleans. 
sanitation /\szen-a'ter-fan/ n [U] the system 
used to keep healthy standards in a place where 
people live, esp. by removing waste products and 
garbage safely © the Department of Sanitation © 
Sanitation workers are picking up the garbage. 


sanitary napkin n [C) a soft paper product 
worn by a woman during her MENSTRUAL period 
(= bleeding each month from her uterus) 


Sanitize CLEAN /‘sen-a,taiz/ v [T] to make 
something completely clean © The majority of pub- 
lic swimming pools are sanitized with chlorine. 

CHANGE /'szen-a ,taiz/ v [T] to change something 
to make it less upsetting or unpleasant and more 
acceptable © The new text sanitizes early American 
history. 

sanity /'szen-at-i/ n 0 See at SANE 

sank /szenk/ past simple of SINK 


Santa Claus /‘szent-9,klo:z/, Santa /'szent-9/ n 
[C] an imaginary old man with white hair, a long 
white BEARD, and a red coat who, children are told, 
brings them presents at Christmas 


Sap WEAKEN /szep/ v [T] -pp- to gradually weaken 
someone's strength © Depression can sap the en- 
ergy and self-esteem from an individual. 

LIQUID /szp/ n [U] the liquid within a plant that 
carries food to all parts of it 

PERSON /szep/ n[C] dated a foolish person 


sapling /‘szp-lin/ n [C] a young tree 


saponification /sa,pan-a-fa'ker-fan/ n [U] 
chemistry the chemical reaction between a fat or 
oil and an ALKALI which produces soap 


sapphire /‘szf-atr/ n[C] a transparent precious 
stone that is usually bright blue 


saprophyte /'szp-ra fait/ n [C] biology an or- 
ganism that lives and feeds on dead and decaying 
plant and animal matter 


sarcasmM /'sar kzz-am/ n[U] literature remarks 
that mean the opposite of what they say, made to 
criticize someone or something in a way that is 
amusing to others but annoying to the person 
criticized © biting/heavy sarcasm 
Sarcastic /sar'kees-tik/ adj © sarcastic comments 


sardine /sar'di:n/ n[C] a small, edible fish, often 
packed in large numbers in flat metal containers 0 
The train was so crowded, we were packed in like 
sardines (= too close together). 


sardonic /sar'dan-1k/ adj showing an amused 
attitude toward someone or something that sug- 
gests a criticism but does not express it © a sardonic 
smile © Mildly sardonic, the chairman's soft-spoken 
cross-examination embarrassed hostile witnesses 
without humiliating them. 


Sari /'sar-i/ n[C] a dress consisting of a very long 
piece of cloth wrapped around the body, worn 
esp. by Indian and Pakistani women 


SASE n [C] abbreviation for self-addressed stamped 
envelope (= an envelope that has a stamp on it 
and the address of the person who sends it) 


sash CLOTHING /seeJ/ n[C] along, narrow piece 
of cloth worn around the waist, or a strip of cloth 
worn over the shoulder and across the chest 

WINDOW /szJ/ n [C] the frame of a window or 
door around a piece of glass 


Sassy /'sees-i/ adj [-er/-est only] rude but not se- 
riously offensive © / was a sassy kid who sometimes 
talked back to my mother. 


SAT /,es ,e1'ti:/ n [C] trademark one of two tests for 
entering college that measure students’ abilities 
and skills 


sat /szt/ past simple and past participle of SIT 
Sat. n[U] abbreviation for SATURDAY. 


Satan /'seit-n/ n the main evil spirit; the DEVIL 
(= the origin of evil and the enemy of God) 
satanic /sa'taen-ik, set-/ adj evil, or done in wor- 
ship of Satan 


satellite /'szt-9 ait/ n [C] physics a natural ob- 
ject moving around a larger object in space, or an 
artificial object sent up into space to travel around 
the earth © a spy/weather satellite © The moon is a 
satellite of the earth. 


satellite dish n[C] around dish-shaped object 
that receives television or other electronic signals 


satin /'szet-®n/ n[U] a type of cloth that is shiny 
on one side but not on the other © a satin dress 


satire /'sz-tatr/ n [C/U] literature a humorous 
way of criticizing people or ideas to show that they 
have faults or are wrong, or a piece of writing or 
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S@TUSTACTIORD 


a play that uses this style © [C] The play is a satire 
on corporate culture. 

satirical /so'tir-1-kal/ adj © satirical humor 
satirist /'szet-o-rast/ n [C] literature a person 
who writes or performs satires 

satirize /'szet-a,raiz/ v[T] © Garry Trudeau would 
satirize him in his Doonesbury comic strip. 


satisfaction / szt-as'fek:-fan/ n [C/U] 1 the 
pleasant feeling you get when you receive some- 
thing you wanted, or when you have done or are 
doing something you wanted to do © [U] She 
looked at the finished painting with satisfaction. © 
[U] He had the satisfaction of knowing he had done 
the right thing. © [U] The job had to be done to our 
satisfaction (= to a standard that we approved). 2 
Satisfaction is also the condition of having a desire 
or need fulfilled. 


satisfactory /szt-as'fek-te-ri/ adj good or 
good enough, esp. for a particular need or pur- 
pose © We did not feel the response was satisfactory 
and asked for more information. © Her progress so 
far has been satisfactory, and we expect a full 
recovery. 

satisfactorily /,szet-as 'feek-ta-ra-li/ adv O The 
heating system is working satisfactorily now. 


satisfy /'szet-as fat/ v[T] 1 to please someone by 
giving the person something that is wanted or 
needed, or to make someone feel pleased because 
a particular desirable result has happened © Giving 
the baby her bottle seemed to satisfy her, and she 
stopped crying. © | am not really satisfied with the 
job you did. 2 To satisfy a standard is to show that 
you are qualified for it: I’d like to go to that college 
if | can satisfy the entrance requirements. 3 To be 
satisfied is also to be sure, with all your doubts 
removed: [+ that clause] /’m satisfied that the doc- 
tors did all they could to save her. 
satisfying /'szet-as far-1n/ adj giving pleasure, 
esp. by taking care of a need or desire © [+ to in- 
finitive] It’s very satisfying to know that we were the 
ones who brought Sarah and Stephen together. 


WORD FAMILY satisfy 


Nouns _ satisfaction Adjectives satisfactory 
dissatisfaction unsatisfactory 
Verbs satisfy dissatisfied 
satisfying 


Adverbs _ satisfactorily 


saturate /'sztf-a,reit/ v [T] 1 to make some- 
thing or someone completely wet, or to make a 
place completely full of something © Water thor- 
oughly to saturate the soil. o Contemporary U.S. cul- 
ture is completely saturated with technology. 2 
chemistry Saturate also means to cause a sub- 
stance to combine with as much of another sub- 
stance as is possible. 
saturated /'sztJ-a,rert-ad/ adj [not gradable] 
chemistry 1 containing all of a substance that can 
be absorbed 2 Saturated also describes a HYDRO- 
CARBON in which the carbon atoms are joined to 
as many HYDROGEN atoms as possible. 
saturation / sztf-a'rer:fan/n [U] 


Saturday /'szt-ar-di, -,de1/, abbreviation Sat. n 
[C/U] the day of the week after Friday and before 
Sunday © [U] Do you want to go out Saturday night? 
0 [C] Saturdays are the only days | get to sleep late. 


Saturn /'szt-arn/ n [U] the planet sixth in order 
of distance from the sun, after Jupiter and before 
Uranus > Picture: solar system 


sauce /s>:s/ n [C/U] a thick liquid prepared and 
served with food to add flavor © [U] barbecue/to- 
mato sauce 


saucepan /'s>:s-pzen/ n[C] a deep cooking pan 
with a long handle 


saucer /'ss:-sar/ n[C] a small plate that goes un- 
der a cup © a cup and saucer 


saucy /'so:-si, 'saes-i/ adj[-er/-est only] 1 rude and 
lacking respect © a saucy child 2 Saucy also means 
confident and full of energy in an entertaining, ex- 
citing way: a saucy musical 


sauerkraut /'saur-kraut/ n [U] CABBAGE (= 
large, leafy vegetable) that has been cut into small 
pieces and preserved in its own salted juice © Do 
you want sauerkraut on your frankfurter? 


sauna /'so:-na, 'sau-na/ n [C] a room or small 
building, often with wooden walls, that is heated 
to a high temperature and in which people sit for 
their health 


saunter /'so:nt-ar, 'sant-/ v [I always + adv/prep] 
to walk in a slow and relaxed way © My cousin stood 
up, yawning, and sauntered away toward the door. 


sausage /'ss:-s1d3/ n[C/U] a food made of meat 
that has been cut into very small pieces, mixed 
with spices, and put into a thin and usually edible 
tube 


sauté /s>:'ter/ v [T] to fry food in a little oil or fat, 
usually until it is brown 


SavaGe FIERCE /'szev-1d3/ adj (of an animal) wild 
and fierce, or (of a remark or action) violently cruel 
© savage beasts © He writes about people who are 
savage and cruel. 

Savage /'szv-1d3/ v [T] to criticize someone cru- 
elly © The performance was savaged by the media. 
savagely /'szev-1d3'li/ adv © savagely attacked 
savagery /'szev-1d3-ri/ n [U] violent cruelty 

PERSON /'szev-1d3/ n [C] dated someone who Is 
thought to be in a wild state and to have no ex- 
perience of a CIVILIZED society (= highly developed 
society) O USAGE: This word is often considered 
offensive. 


SaVe MAKE SAFE /seiv/ v [T] to make or keep 
someone or something safe from danger or harm, 
or to bring something back to a satisfactory con- 
dition © She jumped into the pool and saved the child 
from drowning. © His leg was partly crushed in the 
accident but the surgeon was able to save it. © Smoke 
detectors can save lives. 


KEEP /seiv/ v [I/T] 1 to keep money or something 
else for use in the future © [I] /’m saving (up) for a 
new bike and I’ve got almost $100. © [T] If you save 
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the receipts from your business trip, the company will 
reimburse you. © [T] | forgot to get milk — will you 
save my place in line while | get it? 2 technology To 
save information on a computer is to store it in a 
computer file. 

Savings /'ser-vinz/ pln the money you keep, esp. 
in a bank or other financial organization © I’m go- 
ing to put some of my savings into a down payment 
on a car. 


NOT WASTE /serv/ v [I/T] to prevent time, money, 
or effort from being lost or spent, or to help some- 
one by taking an action to prevent time, money, 
etc., from being lost © [T] You‘ll save time if you 
take the car. 0 [T] The governor claims he can save 
the taxpayers $10 million a year. © [T] If you’d stop 
and pick up the kids on your way home, it will save 
me from having to do it later. 

SPORTS /serv/ n [C] (in some sports) the stopping 
of the ball or other object from going into the goal 
you are defending © We watched a soccer game on 
TV, and the goalie made several spectacular saves. 

EXCEPT /seiv/, save for /'seiv-fo:r, -far/ prep but or 
except (for) O They found all the lost documents save 
one. © The walls were bare save for a poster. 


WORD FAMILY save 


Nouns save Verbs save 


saving 
savings 
savior 


IDIOMS with save 


*save your breath to not say anything © / don’t 
know why | bother trying to explain this to you — | 
might as well save my breath. 

save face to keep your reputation and avoid oth- 
ers losing respect for you © We said he left “to pur- 
sue other interests” to let him save face, but actually 
we fired him. 


PHRASAL VERB with save 


*save on something 1 to spend less money for 
something © The city dimmed its street lights after 
9 p.m. to save on its electric bill. 2 If you save on 
something that can be used up, you use less of it: 
Smaller private planes will be used to save on fuel. 


savings account pn [C] an account in a bank 
or similar financial organization that earns INTER- 
EST (= a kind of profit) 


Savior, Cdn, Br saviour /'seiv:jar/ n{C] 1 a person 
who saves someone from danger or harm 2 In 
Christianity, the Savior is a name for Jesus. 


SAVOF, Cdn, Br savour /'sei-var/ v[T] to enjoy food 
or an experience slowly, in order to appreciate it 
as much as possible O He wanted to savor his time 
with Henrietta and their grown children. 


Savvy /'szv-i/ n[U] infmi practical knowledge and 
ability © She has a lot of marketing savvy. 
Savvy /'seev:i/ adj infml © He’s a politically savvy 
a 

SaW SEE /so:/ past simple of SEE 


TOOL /s9:/ n[C] a tool that has a blade with sharp 
points along one edge, used for cutting hard ma- 
terials, such as wood or metal © a circular saw O a 
hand-held saw 
Saw /so:/ v [I/T] past simp. sawed, past part. sawn, 
sawed to cut with a saw 0 [M] | sawed off the end 
of the plank. 


sawdust /'s>:-dast/ n [U] the very small grains 
that are produced when you cut wood 


sawmill /'so:-mil/ n [U] a place where wood is 
cut into boards or other forms, usually with heavy 
machinery 


saxophone /'seek:sa foun/, short form sax /szeks/ 
n [C/U] a musical instrument that is played by 
blowing through a REED (= thin piece of wood), or 
this instrument generally 


Say SPEAK /se1/ v [T] past said, says to speak or 
pronounce words © How do you say your name? © 
The child could say her ABCs when she was still a 
baby. 


USAGE — ong oo Pree! (St 
say or tell? 
Say can refer to any type of speech. 
“Good night,” she said. 
She said she was unhappy. 
Jim said to meet him here. 
Say is never followed directly by a person as an 
object. You must use “say something to some- 
one” for this. 
She said goodbye to me at the airport. 
She-said-me-geodbye-at-the-airport: 
Tell is used to report that someone has given 
information or an order. The verb tell is always 
followed by the person that the information or 
order is given to. 
Simon told them all to stay inside the house. 
Oscar told the boys a wonderful story about a 
giant. 
. Oscartold tothe beys-a-wonderful-stery 
about-a-giant: 


WORD: CHGICES, Say Pl She GC eo 


See also: tell 
Utter is a slightly formal word which means 
“say.” 
He sat through the meeting without uttering a 
word. 
Remark or comment can be used instead of 
“say” to talk about an opinion or thought, or 
in formal English you could use observe. 
He remarked/commented that she was looking 
thin. 
“I've always found German-made cars very 
reliable,” he observed. 
If someone says something, especially clearly 
and carefully, you could use the verb state. 
Union members stated that they were 
unhappy with the proposal. > 
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Announce or declare are often used when 
someone says something publicly. 
He suddenly announced in the middle of 
dinner that they were getting married. 
She declared that it was the best chocolate 
cake she had ever tasted. 
Claim can be used when someone says that 
something is true but cannot be proven. 
He claimed that he was not responsible for 
the accident. 
If someone says something suddenly and un- 
expectedly, you could use the phrase come out 
with. 
Young children come out with very funny 
things sometimes. 
If you say something although it is difficult be- 
cause other people are talking too, you could 
use the phrasal verb get something in. 
She couldn't get a word in because he just 
loves to talk. 


EXPRESS /se1/ v [I/T] past said, says 1 to express 
something in words, or to tell someone something 
0 [T] What did you say to him? © [I] Mom said to 
meet her in front of the building. 2 To say also means 
to communicate without using words, esp. in mu- 
sic and art: [T] What do you think the artist said in 
this painting? 

STATE AN OPINION /se1/ v [I/T] past said, says 1 to 
state an opinion © [+ (that) clause] /f they’re late, | 
say (that) we go without them. 2 Say can also mean 
imagine: [+ (that) clause] Let’s say (that) you are a 
planner and that you think far ahead. 
say /se1/ n [U] the right or opportunity to give 
your opinion or be involved in making decisions © 
| have no say in hiring and firing. 

GIVE INFORMATION /se1/ v [I/T] past said, says to 
provide information or instructions in writing © [T] 
What does that sign say? 


IDIOMS with say 


esay a lot about something/someone to clearly 
show or express something about someone or 
something © It says a lot about her that she’s willing 
to help people she doesn’t even know. © | think the 
way someone dresses says a lot about their 
character. 

esay something to yourself to think something © / 
said to myself, I‘d better take care of that now. 

e say when decide when to stop or end something 
o She started pouring the water and told me to “say 
when.” © USAGE: Used esp. when giving someone 
food or drink. 

eto say the least to not describe something in the 
strongest way you could, often in order to be po- 
lite 0 The dinner was not tasty, to say the least. 


saying /'ser-19/ n[C] a well-known expression or 
wise statement © | hate T-shirts with sayings on 
them. 


Say-SO /'se1-sou/ n [U] infmi authority or approval 
to do something © A coach's responsibility is to have 
the final say-so on any subject. 


scab SKIN COVERING /skeb/ n [C] a hard cover- 
ing of dry blood that forms over a cut or sore © 
Don't pick at your scab! 


WORKER /skeeb/ n [C] someone who takes the 
place of a worker who is STRIKING (= joining in an 
organized refusal to work) 


scads /skzedz/ p/n infmlalarge number or amount 
© There were scads of dogs, all sizes, shapes, and 
colors. 


scaffold /'skzf-ald, -ould/ n [C] a structure 
workers can stand on while working on a building, 
or a structure from which to HANG (= kill by hang- 
ing from a rope around the neck) criminals sen- 
tenced to death 


scaffolding /‘skzf-al-din, -,oul-din/ n [U] a 
raised structure that supports workers and mate- 
rials during work on a building © The scaffolding 
rises 10 stories above the street. 


scalar /'skei-lor/ adj [not gradable] mathemat- 
ics, physics having MAGNITUDE (= strength) but 
not direction 


scalawag /'skzl-2,wzeg/ n [C] someone who 
causes trouble in a playful way, or a charming per- 
son who is slightly dishonest © That's the last time 
that scalawag is going to steal from me. 


scald /sko:ld/ v [T] 1 to burn someone with very 
hot liquid or steam © The liquid spilled out and 
scalded his hand. 2 To scald a liquid is to heat it 
until it almost boils: scald the milk 
scalding /'sk:|-din/ adj, adv © You can wash off 
the wax with scalding water. 


scale MEASURING SYSTEM /skeil/ n [C] a range 
of numbers used as a system to measure or com- 
pare things © Restaurant ratings are on a scale of 
zero to five stars. 


SERIES OF MARKS /sketl/ n [C] a series of marks in 
a line with regular spaces between them for mea- 
suring, or an object for measuring marked in this 
way © The two scales show inches and centimeters. 


SIZE/LEVEL /skeil/ n [U] art the size or level of 
something in comparison to what is average © Our 
problems are like those in the city, just on a smaller 
scale. 


WEIGHING DEVICE /skeil/ n[C] a device for weigh- 
ing people or things © a baby scale © a postal scale 


SIZE RELATIONSHIP /skerl/ n [C/U] the relationship 
of the size of a map, drawing, or model of some- 
thing to the size of the actual thing 0 [C] The model 
was built at a 1-inch-to-1-foot scale. 


MUSIC /skerl/ n [C] music a set of musical notes in 
which each note is higher or lower than the pre- 
vious one by a particular amount © Tyler practices 
scales on the piano every day. 


SKIN /skerl/ n[C usually pl] any of the thin pieces 
of hard skin covering the bodies of fish, snakes, 
and LIZARDS 
scaly /'sker-li/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 Reptiles have 
scaly skin. 2 \f a person’s skin is scaly, it is very dry. 

CLIMB /skeil/ v [T] to climb up something steep, 


such as a cliff or wall © He scaled a steep cliff beside 
the river. 
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PHRASAL VERBS with scale 


escale back/down (something) [M] to reduce 
something in size, amount, or production © Sid willl 
have to scale back his plans. 

escale up (something) [M] to increase something 
in size, amount, or production © This research on 
seaweed could be scaled up at low cost. 


scalene triangle n [C] geometry a triangle 
in which all three sides are different lengths 


scallion /'skzl-jan/ n[C] a small, thin onion with 
a white bottom and a green stem and leaves, 
which is eaten in salads and other dishes 


scallop /'skal-ap, 'skael-/ n[C] a sea creature with 
two joined, flat, round shells, or the thick, round 
muscle of this animal eaten as food 


scalp HEAD /skzlp/ n [C] the skin on the top of 
the head where the hair grows © His hair was cut 
so short you could see his scalp. 
scalp /skeelp/ v [T] to cut the hair and skin off 
someone’s head 


SELL /skaelp/ v [T] to sell tickets increased prices 
without official permission 
scalper /'skeel-par/ n[C] © We tried to get tickets, 
but the scalpers wanted $150 per ticket. 


scalpel /'skzl-pal/ n[C] a small, very sharp knife 
used for exact cutting, esp. for an operation 


scam /skzem/ n[C] infmia dishonest or illegal plan 
or activity, esp. one for making money © She was 
involved in an insurance scam, collecting on false ac- 
cident claims. 


scamper /'skzm-par/ v [I always + adv/prep] 
(esp. of small children and animals) to run with 
small, quick steps © The kitten scampered around 
the kitchen, chasing a ball. 


scan /skeen/ v [I/T] -nn- 1 to examine something 
carefully © [I] This technique is used to scan for de- 
fective genes. 2 If an image or text on paper is 
scanned into a computer, it is changed into elec- 
tronic information by a special device: [T] A little 
hand-held device beeps as soon as it has scanned a 
bar code. 3 If you scan a text you read it quickly: 
[T] ! scanned a few pages of the book and thought 
it looked interesting. _ 
scan /skeen/ n [C] 1 A quick scan of my calendar 
shows that I’m pretty busy this week. © a security 
scan of passengers’ bags 2 A scan is an examination 
of the inside of something, such as part of the 
body or a package, using a computerized device 
to produce an image of what cannot be seen with 
the eyes: a medical scan of the head 
scanner /'skaen-ar/ n [C] a device that changes 
images or text into electronic form © a supermarket 
checkout scanner 0 An MRI scanner makes images of 
the brain, spinal cord, and other organs. 


scandal /'skzen-d@l/ n [C/U] an action or event 
that is considered immoral, causing the public to 
react with shock or anger © [C] People withdrew 
their money from banks caught up in the scandal. 
scandalize /'skzen-da laiz/ v [T] to shock some- 
one with an action or opinion thought of as im- 


moral or wrong © His novel scandalized readers with 
his description of Washington power brokers. 
scandalous /'skzen-da-las/ adj © She has a rep- 
utation for spreading scandalous gossip. 


scant /skeent/ adj [not gradable] 1 very little or 
not much © | paid scant attention to the movie's 
plot. 2 Scant can also mean not quite a full mea- 
sure of something: Pour the batter by scant 1/4 cups 
onto the hot griddle. 


scanty /'skzent-i/ adj smaller in size or amount 
than what is considered necessary or desirable © 
scanty food supplies 
scantily /'skzent-l-i/ adv 


scapegoat /'skeip-gout/ n [C] someone who is 
blamed or punished for another’s faults or actions 
© When things don’t go well, people always look for 
a scapegoat. 


scar /skar/ n [C] a mark left on the skin by a cut 
or burn that has healed 0 (fig.) The loss of a parent 
causes permanent scars for many children. 
scar /skar/ v[T] -rr- © She was badly scarred by the 
fire. 


scarce /skers, skzers/ adj [-er/-est only] not avail- 
able in necessary amounts, or rare © Jobs are scarce. 
scarcity /'sker-sat-i, 'skaer-/ n [C/U] a lack of 
something © [C] A scarcity of flour makes bread, 
cake, and other baked goods more expensive. 


scarcely ONLY JUST /'sker-sli, 'skaer-/ adv [not 
gradable] only just or almost not © | could scarcely 
move my arm after the accident. 


NOT /'sker-sli, 'skaer-/ adv [not gradable] fmi cer- 
tainly not © He would scarcely have broken it on 
purpose. 


scare /sker, skaer/ v [I/T] to feel frightened, or to 
cause someone to feel frightened © [T] Snakes 
scare me. © [I] Jesse doesn’t scare easily. 
scare /sker, skaer/ n[C] © You gave me a real scare. 
scared /skerd, skzerd/ adj © | was scared, and | 
wanted to go home. 
scary /'sker-i, 'skeer-i/ adj [-er/-est only] © New 
York isn’t very scary. 


WORD FAMILY scare 


Nouns scare 
Verbs 


Adjectives scared 
scary 


scare 


WORD CHOICES scare | 1 ose. 


Other common ways of saying “scared” are 
afraid or frightened. 

If someone is extremely scared, then you can 
use the adjectives petrified, terrified, panic- 
stricken or the informal phrase scared to death. 

I'm petrified/terrified of spiders. 

She was panic-stricken when her little boy 

disappeared. 

He’s scared to death of having the operation. 
If someone is scared because of worrying about 
something, then you can use adjectives like 
afraid or worried. 

I'm afraid/worried that something will go 

wrong. > 
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To talk about things that make you feel uncom- 
fortable and scared, you could use the idiom 
give me the creeps. 
Being alone in that big house gives me the 
creeps. 


IDIOM with scare 


escare someone to death, scare the (living) day- 
lights out of someone to frighten someone very 
much © Thunderstorms scare her to death. 


PHRASAL VERBS with scare 


e scare away/off someone/something [M] to cause 
a person or animal to go or stay away © | wish | 
could scare those crows away. © A show like that 
could scare off advertisers. 

escare up something [M] infm! to find or obtain 
something that is not easily available © She’s cam- 
paigning hard, trying to scare up votes. © I'll scare 
up something for us to eat. 


scarecrow /'sker-krou, 'skzr-/ n [C] an object 
that looks like a person dressed in old, torn clothes 
and that stands in a garden or field to frighten 
birds away 


scare tactics p!/ nways of achieving a particular 
result by frightening people so much that they do 
what you want them to do © Some of the companies 
selling anti-spyware tools employ scare tactics. 


scarf CLOTH /skarf/ n [C] pi scarves, scarfs a 
piece of cloth that covers the shoulders, neck, or 
head for warmth or appearance © A heavy woolen 
scarf hid most of his face. 


EAT /skarf/ v [I/T] infm! to eat a lot of food quickly © 
[I] In no time, | scarfed down two hamburgers, 
French fries, and something to drink. 


scarlet /'skar-lat/ adj, n(U] (of) a bright red color 
© scarlet roses © [U] She was dressed in scarlet. 


scary /'sker-i, 'skaer-i/ adj O See at SCARE 


scat /skzet/ exclamation infm! said to make an ani- 
mal go away quickly © Go on — scat! Get off my 
chair! 


scathing /'sker-d1n/ adj severely critical and un- 
kind © He delivered a scathing attack on the 
president. 


scatter /'skzt-ar/ v [I/T] to move apart in many 
directions, or to throw something in different di- 
rections © [I] We grew up in a small town, but now 
were scattered all over the country. 
scattered /'skzet-ard/ adj © There will be scattered 
showers throughout the afternoon. 


scatterplot /skzt-or-plat/, scatter diagram n 
[C] mathematics a graph in which each mark rep- 
resents a pair of values relating two sets of DATA 
(= numbers) drawn on a COORDINATE PLANE (= 
area with vertical and horizontal measures) 


scavenge /'skav-and3/ v [I/T] to search for and 
collect unwanted food or objects, or of animals or 
birds to feed on decaying flesh © [T] We scavenged 
a table and chairs someone had thrown out. © [I] 
The crows scavenged on the dead carcass. 


scavenger /'skeev-an-d3ar/ n[C] an animal, bird, 
or person who scavenges 


scavenger hunt n [C] a game in which peo- 
ple must collect a number of items in a given pe- 
riod of time without buying them 


scenario © /sa'nzr-i: ou, -'ner-, -'nar-/ n[C] pl 
scenarios 1 a description of possible events, or a 
description of the story of a movie, play, or other 
performance 2 The worst-case scenario is the 
worst situation that can be imagined: In the worst- 
case scenario, the whole coast would be under water. 


scene PLAY/MOVIE /si:n/ n[C] a part of a play or 
movie in which the action stays in one place for a 
continuous period © The opening scene of the movie 
was filmed in New York City. 


VIEW /sizn/ n[C] a view or picture of a place © The 
scene from the mountaintop was breathtaking. 0 He 
painted a Street scene. 


PLACE /si:n/ n [C usually sing] a place where an 
actual or imagined event happens © He was con- 
victed of leaving the scene of an accident. © Dozens 
of firefighters converged on the scene (= they arrived 
at the place quickly). 


EVENT /si:n/ n[C] an event, actual or imaginary © 
The novel recalls scenes from an era that’s vanished. 


AREA /si:n/ n(U] a particular area of activity or way 
of life © the fashion/music scene © He disappeared 
from the political scene after failing to win reelection. 


SHOW /si:n/ n [C] a show of emotion or anger © 
She made a scene at the checkout when | wouldn’t 
buy her any candy. 


scenery COUNTRYSIDE /'si:-na-ri/ n[U] the gen- 
eral appearance of natural surroundings, esp. 
when these are beautiful © We stopped at the top 
of the hill to admire the scenery. 

scenic /'sit-ntk/ adj [not gradable] having or 
showing beautiful natural surroundings © They 
took the scenic route on the way home. 

THEATER /'si:-na-ri/ n[U] the painted backgrounds 
used on a theater stage to represent the place 
where the action is 


scent /sent/ n [C/U] 1 a smell, esp. when pleas- 
ant, or a smell left behind by an animal or person 
© [C] The scent of lilacs permeated the air. © [C] The 
dogs were onto the lost boy’s scent (= were follow- 
ing his smell). 2 Scent is also PERFUME (= liquid 
with a pleasant smell). 

scent /sent/ v[T] 1 Perfume scented the air (= filled 
the air with a smell). © The dogs eventually scented 
the fox (= discovered it by smelling). 2 If you scent 
something, you have a feeling that something ex- 
ists or is present: We could scent danger/trouble/ 
SUCCESS. 

scented /'sent-ad/ adj [not gradable] © scented 
perfume/soap/candles 


scepter /'sep-tor/ n[C] a decorated stick that is 
carried by a queen or king as a symbol of authority, 
esp. at official ceremonies 


schedule © /'sked3-u:l, -al; Cdn often 'fed3-/ n 
[C/U] 1 a list of planned activities or things to be 
done at or during a particular time © [C] Amid her 


z bat | a hot | ar bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


school 
St COT 


hectic schedule, she found time to stop by. © [C] The 
work schedule for this month is posted on the staff 
bulletin board. © [U] The construction was completed 
ahead of/on/behind schedule (= early/on time/ late). 
© [U] Everything went according to schedule (= as 
planned). 2 An airline/bus/train schedule (also 
(timetable) ) is a list of days and times that aircraft/ 
buses/trains leave and arrive at particular places, 

schedule © /'sked3-u:l, -al; Cdn often fed3-/ v[T] 
to plan something for a particular time © The meet- 
ing has been scheduled for tomorrow afternoon. © 
The film is scheduled to begin production in August. 


schematic © /ski ‘meet-1k/ adj showing the 
main form and features of something, usually in 
the form of a drawing, which helps people to un- 
derstand it © a schematic diagram 
schematic © /skr'meet-1k/ n[C] a drawning or 
plan that shows the details of how something op- 
erates or is put together 
schematically © /skr'meet-1k-li/ adv 


scheme © /ski:m/ n [C] 1 a plan for doing or 
organizing something © The committee came up 
with a creative fundraising scheme. © The yellow and 
white color scheme brightened up the kitchen. 2 A 
scheme is also a secret and dishonest plan: [+ to 
infinitive] They devised a scheme to defraud the gov- 
ernment of millions of dollars. 
scheme © /ski:m/ v [I] to make a plan, esp. a 
secret and dishonest one © [+ to infinitive] He was 
scheming to get the top job from the moment he 
Joined the company. 
schemer /'ski:-mar/ n [C] disapproving 


IDIOM with scheme 


ein the (grand) scheme of things considering ev- 
erything © In the scheme of things, having lots of 
money isn’t as important as having friends. 


schism /'siz-am, ‘skiz-/ n [C] a division of a 
group into two opposing groups, esp. in a church 


schizo /'skit-sou/ adj, n short form of SCHIZO- 
PHRENIC 


schizophrenia / skit-sa'‘fri:-niz-9/ n [U] medical 
a mental illness in which a person’s thoughts and 
feelings are not related to reality 
schizophrenic /,skit-sa'fren-tk/, short form 
schizo /'skit-sou/ n .[C] a person who_ has 
schizophrenia 
schizophrenic /,skit-sa'fren-1k/, 
schizo /'skit-sou/ adj [not gradable] 


schlep CARRY /flep/, schlepp, shlep v [T] -pp- 
infml to carry an object with effort o [I] We 
schlepped our suitcases into the airport. 

GO /flep/ v [I] to go or move around with effort © 
I've been schlepping all over town looking for just the 
right present. 


schlock /flak/ n [U] slang anything cheap or of 
low quality © The jewelry she bought on the street 
was real schlock. 


schmaltzy, schmalzy /'Jmoilt-si, 'fmalt-/ adj 
infml, disapproving causing extreme emotions of love 
or sadness, esp. in the arts © They spend a lot of 
time together listening to schmaltzy love songs. 


short form 


schmaltz, schmalz /fmo:lts, fmalts/ n [U] infmio 
His writing ts full of schmaltz. 


schmooze, shmooze /Jmu:z/ v [I] infm/ to talk 
informally with someone © Mike’s out on the porch 
schmoozing with the neighbors. 


schnapps /fneeps, fnaps/ n [U] a colorless al- 
coholic drink, usually made from grain, potato, or 
fruit 


scholar /'skal-ar/ n [C] 1 a person with great 
knowledge, usually of a particular subject 2 A 
scholar is also a student who has been given a col- 
lege or university SCHOLARSHIP (= money to pay 
for studies). 
scholarly /'skal-ar-li/ adj relating to, or typical of 
scholars © John is more serious and scholarly than 
his brother. © Her research was published in a schol- 
arly journal. 
scholarship /'skal-ar ,fip/ n [C/U] 1 the quali- 
ties, methods, or achievements of a scholar © [U] 
Recent scholarship has addressed this scientific issue. 
2 A scholarship is also money given to someone 
to help pay for that person’s education. 


scholastic /ska'les-tik/ adj [not gradable] re- 
lating to school and education © Laura’s scholastic 
achievements won her acceptance into Harvard. 


school EDUCATION /sku:l/ n [C/U] 1 a place 
where people, esp. young people, are educated 0 
[C] a nursery/grade/elementary/secondary/gradu- 
ate school © [C] What school do you go to? © [U] 
The kids walk to school. © [C] The whole school knew 
about the incident (= all the students and teachers 
at the school knew about it). 2 School also means 
the time spent in school: [U] School is out early 
today. 3 School also means the process of being 
educated in a school: [U] Krista starts school in the 
fall. © [U] I’ve got one more year of school left. 4 A 
school is also a part of a college or university spe- 
cializing in a particular subject or group of sub- 
jects: [C] Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies 5 A school is also a place 
where a particular subject or skill is taught: [C] a 
driving/dancing/art school 6 School is also a college 
or university: [U] We went to school together in 
Atlanta. 
school /sku:|/ v [T] to train or teach © She was 
schooled locally and then went away to college. 
schooling /'sku:-lin/ n [U] training or education 
© He had little formal schooling (= education at 
school). 

GROUP /sku:I/ n [C] a group of artists, writers, or 
PHILOSOPHERS (= people with theories about ex- 
istence) whose styles, methods, or ideas are similar 
© Her painting belongs to the Impressionist school. 

SEA ANIMALS /sku:l/ n [C] a large number of fish 
or other sea animals swimming in a group 


WORD FAMILY school 
Nouns school Adjectives preschool 


Verbs 


preschool 
schooling 
preschooler 


school 
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schoolchild /‘sku:|-tfaild/ n [C] pi -children a 
child who goes to school © American schoolchildren 
are taught that everyone must obey the laws. 


school of thought n [C] a set of ideas or 
opinions about a matter that are shared by a group 
of people © There are two schools of thought on 
reducing unemployment. 


schoolteacher /'sku:! ,ti:-tfar/ n [C] a teacher 
in a school 


schoolwork /'sku:|-wark/ n [U] studying done 
at school or at home 


schooner /'sku:-nar/ n [C] a sailing ship with 
two or more MASTS, and sails parallel to the length 
of the ship 


science /'sai-ans/ n [C/U] 1 the systematic study 
of the structure and behavior of the natural and 
physical world, or knowledge obtained about the 
world by watching it carefully and experimenting 
0 [U] Advances in medical science mean that people 
are living longer. © [U] She shows a talent for math 
and science. 2 Sciences are also particular areas of 
science, such as biology, chemistry, and physics. 3 
Science also refers to subjects which are studied 
like a science: [U] political/computer science 


WORD FAMILY science 


Nouns 


science 
scientist 


Adjectives scientific 
unscientific 


Adverbs scientifically 


science fiction, short form sci-fi /'sat ‘fat/ n [U] 
a type of writing about imagined developments in 
science and their effect on life esp. in the future 


scientific /,sat-an'tif-1k/ adj 1 relating to sci- 
ence © The biotechnology center is on the cutting 
edge of scientific research. 2 Scientific also means 
using organized methods, like those of science: | 
haven’t been very scientific about the design of the 
garden. 
scientifically /,sat-an 'tif-1-kli/ adv 


scientific notation n[U] mathematics, sci- 
ence a way of writing very large or very small num- 
bers by multiplying power of 10 and a number 
between 1 and 10 © 3.6 x 10? 


scientist /'sat-an-tast/ n[C] an expert in science 
$Ci-fi /'sar 'fa/ n [U] short form of SCIENCE FICTION 


scintillating /‘sint-@l,e1t-1n/ adj exciting and 
intelligent © It was a superb script and a scintillating 
production. 


scion /'sat-an/ n[C] fmia young member of a rich 
and famous family 


SCISSOFS /'si1z-arz/ pl na cutting device consisting 
of two blades, each with a ring-shaped handle, 
which are joined in the middle so that their sharp 
edges move against each other, used esp. for cut- 
ting paper or cloth © a pair of scissors 


sclerosis /skla'rou-sas/ n [U] medical a medical 
condition that causes the soft organs and TISSUES 
of the body to become hard 


scoff /skaf, sko:f/ v [I] to speak about someone or 
something in a way which shows that you have no 
respect for that person or thing © The coach scoffed 
at the notion that he was about to resign. 


scold /skould/ v [T] to criticize angrily someone 
who has done something wrong © His mother 
scolded him for breaking the window. 
scolding /'skou!-din/ n [C/U] © [C] / got a scold- 
ing for coming home late. 


scone /skoun, skan/ n[C] a small, usually round, 
soft bread made with flour, milk, and fat 


SCOOP TOOL /sku:p/ n[C] 1 a tool with a handle 
and a curved, open end, used to dig out and move 
an amount of something © an ice-cream scoop 2 A 
scoop is also the amount held by a scoop: Just one 
scoop of mashed potatoes for me, please. 
scoop /sku:p/ v [T] © Scoop out the melon with a 
spoon. © He scooped the sand into a bucket. 


NEWS /sku:p/ n[C usually sing] 1 a news story dis- 
covered and published by one newspaper before 
all the others 2 The scoop is also the most recent 
information or details: What’s the scoop on the new 
boss? 
scoop /sku:p/ v [T] © Another paper scooped the 
story, just as we were about to publish it. 


scoot /sku:t/ v [I] infmi 1 to go quickly © | need to 

scoot over to the post office. 2 To scoot is also to 
slide while sitting: Scoot over and make room for 
your sister. 


scooter TOY /'sku:t-ar/ n [C] a child’s vehicle 
with two or three small wheels joined to the bot- 
tom of a narrow board and a long vertical handle 
fixed to the front wheel. The rider stands with one 
foot on the board and pushes against the ground 
with the other foot, while turning the handle to 
direct movement. 


MOTOR VEHICLE /'sku:t-ar/ n [C] a motor vehicle 
with two wheels, that is similar to, but smaller 
than, a MOTORCYCLE 


scope ©) RANGE /skoup/ n[U] the range of mat- 
ters considered or dealt with © We are going to 
widen the scope of the investigation. 

OPPORTUNITY /skoup/ n [U] the opportunity for 
activity © There is limited scope for further reducing 
the workforce. 


DEVICE /skoup/ infm! a device you look through to 
see something that is difficult to see directly, such 
as a MICROSCOPE or a TELESCOPE 


scorch /sko:rt{/ v [I/T] to burn a surface slightly, 
causing it to change color © [T] The iron was too 
hot and scorched the shirt. 
scorch /sko:rtf/ n[C] a burn mark on a surface 
scorcher /'skoir-tfar/ n[C] infmian extremely hot 
day © Yesterday was a real scorcher. 
scorching /'skoir-tf1g/ adj, adv [not gradable] (of 
the weather) very hot © | don’t want to be outside 
in this scorching heat. © It was scorching hot at the 
beach. 


score WIN /sko:r, skour/ v [I/T] to win or obtain 
a point or something else that gives you an ad- 
vantage in a competitive activity, such as a sport, 
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game, or test © [I] Has either team scored yet? © [T] 

\~fhe Packers scored a touchdown with two minutes 

to go in the football game. © [T] A student from Get- 

tysburg scored a perfect 1600 points on the college 

entrance exam. © [T] (fig.) He scored (= obtained) a 

_~ eal with a recording label two years ago. 
score /skoir, skour/ n [C] the number of points 
achieved or obtained in a game or other compe- 
tition © The final score was 103-90. © Who’s going 
to keep score when we play bridge? © (infml) So 
what's the score (= what are the facts of this situ- 
ation), doctor? Is it serious? 
scoreless /'sko:r-las, 'skour-/ adj [not gradable] 
© After eight innings, the game was still a scoreless 
tie (= neither team had made any points). 
scorer /'sko:r-ar, 'skour-/ n [C] someone who 
scores a point or points © Patrick is his team’s lead- 
ing scorer. 

MUSICAL TEXT /sk>:r, skour/ n[C] music a piece of 
written music showing the parts for all the differ- 
ent instruments and voices, or the music written 
for a movie or other entertainment 


MATTER /sko:r, skour/ n[C usually sing] a particular 
matter among others related to it © /Il let you have 
the money, so there’s nothing to worry about on that 
score. 

NUMBER /sko:r, skour/ n [C] (a set or group of) 20 
© Brandon received cards from scores of (= many) 
local well-wishers. 


WORD FAMILY score 


Adjectives scoreless 


Nouns score 


scorer 


Verbs score 


underscore 


IDIOM with score 


*score points (with someone) to do something 
that will make someone like you © He tried really 
hard to be funny and cool to try to score points with 
Amanda. 


scoreboard /'sko:r-bo:rd, 'skour-bourd/ n [C] 
a large board or screen, sometimes electronic, on 
which the score of a game is shown 


scorn /sko:rn/ n [UJ a strong feeling that some- 
one or something is of little or no worth and de- 
serves no respect © These countries deserve our 
respect, not the scorn of a politician. 
scorn /skoirn/ v [T] to treat with a great lack of 
respect, or to refuse something because you think 
it is wrong or not acceptable © He was scorned by 
his classmates for his bad behavior. 
scornful /'sko:rn-fal/ adj © a scornful laugh/look 


Scorpio /'sko:r-pi: ou/ n [C/U] pi Scorpios the 
eighth sign of the ZODIAC, covering the period Oc- 
tober 24 to November 21 and represented by a 
SCORPION, or a person born during this period 


scorpion /'sko:r-pi:-an/ n [C] a small creature 
that lives in hot, dry areas of the world and has a 
long body and a curved tail with a poisonous sting 


scotch /skatj/ v [T] to prevent something from 
being believed or being done © The company 
hoped to scotch the rumors of a takeover. 


Scotch (whiskey) /‘skats (‘wis-ki, ‘hwis-)/n 
[C/U] a strong alcoholic drink made in Scotland 


Scotch tape /'ska:ts'teip/ n [U] trademark a 
long, usually transparent strip of material with a 
sticky substance on one side, used for attaching 
two pieces of paper or fixing a torn place 


scot-free /'skat 'fri:/ adv [not gradable] without 
receiving the punishment deserved © She agreed 
to testify against her boyfriend and got off scot-free. 


scoundrel /'skaun-dral/ n [C] a person, esp. an 
elected official, who treats others badly and can- 
not be trusted 


$COUP CLEAN /skaur/ v[T] to clean something by 
rubbing it hard with rough cleaning material o We 
scoured the pots and pans with pads of steel wool. 

SEARCH /skaur/ v[T] to search a place or thing very 
carefully © Police are scouring the countryside for the 
missing child. 


scourge /sk3rd3/ n [C] someone or something 
that causes harm, evil, or destruction © Smallpox, 
that scourge of previous generations, now is effec- 
tively extinct. 


scout BOY/GIRL /skaut/ n [C] a BOY SCOUT or 
GIRL SCOUT 


SEARCH /skaut/ v [I/T] 1 to go to look in various 
places for something you want or to check for pos- 
sible danger © [I] Retired folks were scouting for 
homes in Florida. © [|] When not traveling worldwide 
to scout out ideas, they visit with their daughter 
Sarah. 2 In sports, to scout is to have the job of 
trying to find young players with the ability to play 
the sport well: [l] / scouted for the Angels baseball 
team for about 15 years. 
scout /skaut/ n [C] 1 someone whose job is to 
look for people with particular skills, esp. in sports 
or entertainment 2 A scout is also a person, esp. a 
soldier, sent out to get information about the 
enemy. 


scowl /skaul/ v [I] to use the face to express anger, 
esp. at someone © When | asked the boss for a day 
off, he just scowled and told me to get back to work. 
scowl /skaul/ n[C] © She is clearly annoyed, as you 
can tell from the scowl on her face. 


scrabble /'skraeb-al/ v [I] to move your hands or 
fingers quickly to find and pick up something, esp. 
something that you cannot see © She scrabbled 
around in her bag, trying to find her keys. 


scram /skrzem/ v [I] -mm- infm! to leave quickly; 
get away © We'd better scram! 


scramble MOVE QUICKLY /'skrzem-bal/ v [I] to 
move or climb quickly but with difficulty, often us- 
ing the hands © She scrambled to safety away from 
the fighting. © [+ to infinitive] (fig.) Poultry farmers 
scrambled (= worked hard and fast) to provide wa- 
ter to their flocks as pipes burst in Georgia’s coldest 
weather this century. 
scramble /'skreem-bal/ n [U] © (fig.) There was a 
mad scramble (= many people moving at once) for 
the best seats in the theater. 
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MIX EGGS /'skraem-bal/ v [T] to mix together and 
cook the transparent and yellow parts of eggs © 
We had bacon and scrambled eggs for breakfast. 


CHANGE SIGNAL /'skrazem:bal/ v[T] to change a ra- 
dio or telephone signal while it is being sent so 
that it cannot be understood without a special 
device 


scrap THROW AWAY /skrzp/ v[T] -pp- to get rid 
of something no longer useful or wanted © Over 
60% of all Georgians want to keep the present flag 
and only 29% want to scrap it. 


MATERIALS /skrzep/ n[U] old or used material, esp. 
metal, that has been collected in one place, often 
in order to be treated so that it can be used again 
© He was charged with stealing copper tubing, which 
he then sold as scrap metal. 


SMALL PIECE /skrzep/ n[C] a small and often irreg- 
ular piece of something, or a small amount of 
something © He jotted it down on a scrap of paper. 
O [pl] She picked up scraps of information about her 
husband's whereabouts, but nothing definite. 


scrapbook /'skrap-buk/ n [C] a book with 
empty pages where you can stick newspaper ar- 
ticles, pictures, etc., that you have collected and 
want to keep 


scrape /skreip/ v [I/T] to remove something by 
rubbing something rough or sharp against it, or 
to rub part of your body against something rough 
that tears away or injures your skin © [T] Jackie 
scraped her knee on the wall as she was climbing 
over it. © [T] Sheila scraped the snow off the wind- 
shield of her car. © [|] The metal gate scraped along 
the ground when | opened it. 

scrape /skrerp/ n [C] 1 a slight injury caused by 
having your skin rubbed against something rough 
© She had a few scrapes from the accident in the 
parking lot, but nothing serious. 2 infmi A scrape is 
also a difficult situation that you are in because of 
your own actions: Oh, he’s had a few scrapes with 
the law when he was younger, but he’s straightened 
his life out now. 


PHRASAL VERBS with scrape 


scrape by to have only enough money to pay for 
the basic things you need © Even with both of us 
working, we earn just enough to scrape by. 

escrape together/up something [M] to gather 
something with difficulty © He’s trying to scrape to- 
gether enough money to buy a computer. 


scrappy /'skrep-i/ adj [-er/-est only] approving 
very competitive and willing to oppose others 
without fear to achieve something © They were a 
scrappy team — you had to go all out to beat them. 


scratch CUT /skretj/ v [I/T] 1 to cut or damage 
a surface with something sharp or rough, or to rub 
a part of your body with something sharp or rough 
O [T] He used a penknife to scratch his initials into 
the bark of the tree. © [I] You can hold the cat — she 
won't scratch. 2 If you scratch your skin, you rub it 
with the nails of your fingers: [T] | know they itch, 
but don’t scratch your mosquito bites. 
scratch /skraetJ/ n[C] © Tiny particles of car wax 
fill in the little scratches on the car. 


REMOVE /skraet{/ v [I/T] 1 to remove yourself or 
another person or an animal from a competition 
before the start © [I] Mary Slaney scratched from the 
1500-meter run because of an Achilles tendon prob- 
lem. 2 To scratch is also to decide not to do some- 
thing that you had planned to do; to CANCEL: [T] 
We were going to remodel our kitchen, but we had 
to scratch that when | lost my job. 


IDIOMS with scratch 


escratch your head to have difficulty understand- 
ing something © All | can do is scratch my head and 
ask why. 

e scratch the surface to deal with only a small part 
of a subject or a problem © All the payments we've 
made have hardly scratched the surface of the 
amount we borrowed. 


scrawl /skro:l/ v [T] to write something in a fast, 
messy way © Someone had scrawled graffiti on the 
side of our garage. 
scrawl /skra:l/ n [C] © | had trouble reading the 
uneven scrawl of his signature. 


scrawny /'skro:-ni/ adj (of a person’s or animal’s 
body) very thin because not fed enough, so that 
you can see the shape of the bones under the skin 
© The store had only a few scrawny chickens left. 


scream /skri:m/ v [I/T] to cry or say something 
loudly and usually on a high note, esp. because of 
strong emotions such as fear, excitement, or anger 
© [1] The children screamed in delight as they sledded 
down the hill. © [|] Some people still trapped in the 
wreckage screamed for help. 

scream /skrizm/ n [C] 1 screams of joy/laughter/ 
pain 2 slang A scream is someone or something 
that is very entertaining: Josie’s a real scream — she’s 
never serious. » Usage: cry, scream, or shout? at 
CRY SHOUT 


screech /skri:t/ v [I] to make a long, loud, high 
noise © They clapped their hands and screeched with 
laughter. © A semitrailer truck screeched to a halt (= 
stopped suddenly with a long, loud, high noise of 
its BRAKES). 
screech /skri:tf/ n [C] © The truck stopped with a 
screech of brakes. 


screen PICTURE /skri:n/ n [C] 1 a flat surface in 
a theater, ona television, or on a computer system 
on which pictures or words are shown 0 | spend 
most of the day working in front of a computer 
screen. 2 The screen sometimes means the movies: 
Her ambition is to write for the screen. O a screen 
actor/actress 
screen /skri:n/ v[T] to show or broadcast a movie 
or television program © His new movie got rave re- 
views when it was screened at Cannes. 


EXAMINE /skri:n/ v[T] to test or examine people or 
things to discover if there is anything wrong with 
them © Airport security staff have to screen and 
check millions of bags a year. 0 The company presi- 
dent's secretary screens all his calls (= answers them 
first to prevent some from getting through). 

THING THAT SEPARATES /skri:n/ n[C] 1 something 
that blocks you from seeing what is behind it, esp. 
a stiff piece of material that you can stand up like 
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part of a wall and move around © Jennifer has a 
beautiful screen decorated with Japanese art. 2 A 
screen is also a stiff, wire net that has very small 
holes and is fixed within a frame, put in windows 
esp. in warm weather to let in air and keep insects 
out. 

screen /skri:zn/ v [T] © She raised her hand to 
screen her eyes from the sun. 


PHRASAL VERB with screen 


*screen out something/someone [M] to prevent 
something or someone undesirable from coming 
in © Home water filtration systems are supposed to 
screen out toxins and other contaminants. 


screen door n[C] a door fitted on the outside 
of a regular door that lets in air but keeps out 
insects 


screenplay /'skri:n-plei/ n [C] a story written 
with the words to be spoken by actors on televi- 
sion or in a movie 


screenwriter /'skri:n ,rart-ar/ n [C] someone 
who writes the story for a movie 


SCFrEW METAL FASTENER /skru:/ n[C] a thin piece 
of metal, usually with a pointed end and a flat top 
shaped to hold a tool, that is forced into wood or 
metal by turning, and is used esp. to join two 
pieces or to hold something in place 
screw /skru:/ v [T] 1 to fasten objects with a 
screw © The shelves were screwed to the wall. 2 To 
screw also means to attach to something by turn- 
ing: Screw the lid onto the jar. © [M] Just screw in 
that loose bulb. 


CHEAT /skru:/ v[T] slang to cheat or deceive some- 
one © He really got screwed on that stock tip. 


IDIOMS with screw 


escrew it slang | do not care what happens © It 
takes a lot of work to be successful, but most people 
are lazy and say screw it. 

¢screw up your courage to make a feeling of brav- 
ery stronger © / screwed up my courage and tried to 
eat the stuff. 


PHRASAL VERBS with screw 


«screw around slang to waste time © Stop screwing 
around and finish your work. 

escrew up (something/someone) DAMAGE [M] 
infm! 1 to do very badly or fail at something © You 
couldn’t screw up much worse than | did. 2 \f you 
screw someone up, you cause someone to be- 
come anxious, confused, or mentally ill. 

escrew up something TWIST to twist a part of the 
face © “This milk is sour,” she said, screwing up her 
face. 


screwball /'skru:-b2:I/n [C] slang a person who 
is strange and amusing 
screwball /'skru:-bo:I/ adj [not gradable] o 
screwball ideas 


screwdriver /'skru: drar-var/ n [C] a tool for 
turning screws that has a handle at one end anda 
metal rod at the other end, shaped to fit in the top 
of a screw 


screw top n [C] a lid that fastens by being 
turned 


screwy /'skru:-i/ adj [-er/-est only] infm! very 
strange, foolish, or unusual © She had some weird 
ideas, but her brother was even screwier. 


scribble /'skrib-al/ v[I/T] to write or draw some- 
thing quickly or without thought, or to make 
meaningless marks © [T] / scribbled a few words to 
her on a postcard. 
scribble /'skrib-al/ n [C/U] © [U] His scribble is 
completely illegible. 


scribe /skraib/ n [C] a person who made written 
copies of documents, before the invention of 
printing 


scrimp /skrimp/ v [I] to spend as little money as 
possible © She scrimped and saved to care for her 
two younger sisters. 


script TEXT /skript/ n [C] a text that is written 
for a movie, play, broadcast, or speech © They gave 
me the script and | only had five lines. 
scripted /'skrip-tad/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
speech, conversation, meeting, or public appear- 
ance) written or arranged in advance © The meet- 
ing was scripted, which means there was no real 
discussion. 

WRITING /skript/ n [C/U] 1 writing, esp. writing 
done by hand in which the letters of a word are 
joined to each other © [C] a neat, legible script 2 
Script is also the special set of letters used in writ- 
ing a language: [U] Arabic/Hebrew script 


scripture /'skrip-tfar/ n [C/U] 1 the holy writ- 
ings of a religion © [C] sacred Scriptures 2 Scripture 
or the Scriptures refers to the Bible, including the 
Old and New Testaments. 


scriptwriter /‘skript-rait-ar/ n [C] someone 
who writes stories for movies, television programs, 
etc. 


scroll MOVE TEXT /skroul/ v [I] to move text or 
pictures up or down on a computer screen to view 
different parts of them © Scroll to the end of the 
document. 


PAPER /skroul/ n[C] a long roll of paper or similar 
material, usually with official writing on it © parch- 
ment/ancient scrolls © a painted Japanese scroll 


scrotum /'skrout:am/ n[C] (in most male mam- 
mals) a bag of skin near the PENIS which contains 
the TESTICLES (= male sex organs) 


scrounge /skraund3/ v [I/T] infm/ to get some- 
thing by asking for it instead of buying it or work- 
ing for it, or to gather something you want or need 
from what is available 0 [T] Baxter scrounged fur- 
niture and equipment from local businesses. © [I] A 
black cat scrounged through piles of litter. 


scrub CLEAN /skrab/ v [I/T] -bb- to clean some- 
thing by rubbing it hard © [T] After the tomato 
sauce boiled over, | had to scrub the stove. © [I] You 
scrub and scrub, but those marks never come off. 


PLANTS /skrab/ n [U] low trees and bushes that 
grow in dirt that is not especially good or where it 
is windy and dry 
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scruff /skraf/ n the scruff of yourneck the back of 
your neck © She grabbed the dog by the scruff of his 
neck and hung on to him. 


scruffy /'skraf-i/ adj old and dirty; messy © a 
scruffy denim jacket 


scrumptious /'skram-{as/ adj tasting ex- 
tremely good; DELICIOUS © a scrumptious breakfast 


scrunch /skrantf/ v [I/T] to press or crush some- 
thing together © [I] He scrunched down to hide ina 
nearby doorway. 


scruple /'skru:-pal/ n [C/U] a strong belief about 
what is right or wrong that governs your actions 
© [C] He has scruples about going out with his 
students. 


scrupulous /'skru:-pja-las/ adj 1 extremely 
careful to do what is right or moral © She managed 
to get a copy of the report through a friend who 
wasn’t so scrupulous about sharing information. 2 
Scrupulous also means extremely accurate and ex- 
act: Her report is scrupulous in its detail. 


scrutinize /'skru:t-®n,aiz/ v [T] to examine 
someone or something very carefully © All new 
products are scrutinized by the laboratory. 
scrutiny /'skru:t:®n-i/ n [U] © Will the candidates 
stand up under all that scrutiny? 


scuba diving /'sku:-ba ,dar-vin/ n[U] the sport 
of swimming under water with special equipment 
for breathing 


scuff /skaf/ v [T] 1 to make a mark on a smooth 
surface, esp. on a shoe or floor © Always wear 
sneakers in the gym to avoid scuffing the floor. 2 \f 
you scuff your feet, you do not lift them as you 
walk. 


scuffle /'skaf-al/ n [C] a short fight that is filled 
with confusion © He had gotten into a scuffle with 
another employee. 
scuffle /'skaf-al/ v [I/T] © [|] Two men were scuf- 
fling on the sidewalk. 


sculpture /'skalp-tfar/ n[C/U] art the art of cre- 
ating objects out of material such as wood, clay, 
metal, or stone, or a work of art of this type © [C] 
In the ruins they found ancient stone sculptures. 
sculpt /skalpt/, sculpture /'skalp-tfar/ v [T] © Pi- 
casso sculpted the “Venus of Lapigue.” 
sculpted /'skalp-tad/, sculptured /'skalp-tfard/ 
adj © Dramatically sculpted red and gray sandstone 
cliffs came into view. 
sculptor /'skalp-tar/ n [C] © The sculptor super- 
vised the placement of his newest sculpture in the 
garden. 


scum /skam/ n[U] a thin layer that forms on the 
surface of a liquid O The tea was nasty-tasting stuff 
that looked like pond scum. © | wish you wouldn't 
leave soap scum in the bathtub. 


scurrilous /'sk3r-a-las/ adj rude and cruel, and 
sometimes damaging © scurrilous remarks 


scurry /'sk3r-i, 'ska-ri/ v [| always + adv/prep] to 
move quickly, esp. with small running steps © Mice 
scurried around the attic. 


scuttle RUN /'skat-l/ v [I always + adv/prep] to 
move quickly, with small, short steps © We heard 
rats scuttling by in the dark. 

GIVE UP /'skat-9l/ v [T] to give up a plan or activity, 
or spoil a possibility for success © Angry workers 
scuttled all hope of quick agreement on a new 
contract. 

SINK /'skat-2l/ v [T] to intentionally sink a ship by 
opening a hole in the bottom or sides 


scuttlebutt /'skat-l ,bat/ n [U] infm! informa- 
tion that may or may not be true; RUMOR © Scut- 
tlebutt around the office has it that he’s been fired. 


scythe /sar, sai/ n[C] a tool with along curved 
blade and a long handle, used esp. to cut down 
tall grass 


S.E. adj, adv, n [C] abbreviation for SOUTHEAST or 
SOUTHEASTERN 


sea /si:/ n [C/U] 1 a large area of salt water that is 
partly or completely surrounded by land, or the 
salt water that covers most of the surface of the 
earth © [C] the Caribbean/Mediterranean Sea © [C] 
The seas are filled with creatures we know nothing 
about. 2 lf you travel by sea, you go in a ship. 


IDIOMS with sea 


eat sea confused © With no data they could depend 
on, they were completely at sea. 

esea of something a lot of something © She looked 
out at the sea of faces in the audience. 


seabed /'si:-bed/ n [U] the land at the bottom 
of an ocean or sea 


seaboard /'si:-b2:rd, -bourd/ n [C usually sing] 
a country’s area of land next to the sea © the east- 
ern seaboard 


seacoast /'si:-koust/ n [C] the edge of the land 
next to the sea 


seafood /'si:-fuid/ n [C/U] fish or SHELLFISH 
eaten as food 


sea gull n [C] a large bird that usually lives near 
an ocean or other large body of water 


sea horse n [C] a type of fish whose head and 
neck look like those of a horse 


seal ANIMAL /si:I/ n [C] a large, fish-eating mam- 
mal that has very thick fur and lives in the sea © 
Seals are sometimes hunted for their valuable fur. 


OFFICIAL MARK /si:I/ n [C] 1 an official mark on a 
document which shows that it is legal or actually 
what it claims to be © Diplomas are stamped with 
the state seal. 2 A seal of approval means that 
something has been proven to be good or is very 
pleasing: My brother’s girlfriend got my mom's seal 
of approval. 
seal /si:l/ v [T] If you seal an agreement, you for- 
mally approve or agree to it: They sealed the agree- 
ment with their signatures. 


COVERING /si:I/ n [C] anything that prevents the 
escape of liquid or gas from a container or pipe © 
The oil seal broke, and all the oil leaked from the 
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engine. © Don’t use that jar of baby food if the seal 
is broken. 

seal /si:l/ v [T] 1 Rubber seals jars tightly. 0 He 
sealed the envelope and put a stamp on it. © [M] 
Broiling with high heat seals in the flavor of the meat. 
© [M] The police sealed off the area to search it. 2 If 
official documents are sealed, they cannot be seen 
or are not available to the public. 


sea level n[uU] the average level of the sea where 
it meets the land © The town is 300 feet above sea 
level. 


sea lion n[C] a large SEAL ANIMAL that has ears 


$€amM JOINT /si:m/ n [C] a line where two things 
join, esp. where two pieces of cloth or other ma- 
terial have been sewn together © My jacket came 
apart at the back seam. 
seamless /'si:m-las/ adj [not gradable] 1 seam- 
less tube socks 2 Seamless can also mean without 
noticeable change from one part to the next: The 
department hopes this will be a seamless transition 
from one computer system to another. 


LAYER /si:m/ n [C] a long, thin layer of rock or an- 
other substance that formed between layers of 
other rocks © a coal seam 


seaman /'si:-man/ n[C] 1 a man who lives and 
works mostly on ships at sea 2 A seaman is also a 
SAILOR in the US Coast Guard or Navy who is not 
an officer. 


seamstress /'si:m-stras/ n[C] a woman whose 
job is sewing, esp. clothes 


seamy /'si:-mi/ adj [-er/-est only] unpleasant and 
sometimes illegal, immoral, or violent © Every city 
has its seamy neighborhood. 


séance /'set-ans, -as/ n[C] a meeting where peo- 
ple try to communicate with the dead, often with 
the help of someone who claims to have special 
powers to do this 


seaplane /'si:-plein/ n [C] an aircraft that can 
land on and take off from water 


seaport /'si:-po:rt, -pourt/ n [C] a town or city 
on the water where ships load and unload freight 


sear /sir/ v [T] to burn the surface of something 
with very high heat, or, to cook meat quickly at a 
high temperature to keep in the juices and flavor 
© He seared the steaks on the grill. 
searing /'sir-1n/ adj 1 very hot © searing tempera- 
tures 2 Searing also means very powerful: Gary felt 
searing pain in his leg. 


search /sart{/ v[I/T] to look somewhere carefully 
in order to find something © [T] Dogs were brought 
in to search the area for survivors. © [|] Teens are 
often searching for their identity. 
search /s3rt{/ n [C/U] © [C] After a long search, 
they finally found the lost child. © [U] It’s a book 
about the search for love. 


USAGE _ ee ee ee 
search or search for? 


If you search a place or person, you look for 
something in that place or on that person: 


The police searched the man/the house for 
weapons. 
If you search for something or someone, you 
look for that thing or person. 
The police searched for the stolen computers 
but they were never recovered. 


Fhe-potice-searched-the-stofen-computers but 
they-were-neverrecovered: 


WORD FAMILY search 


Nouns search 
research 
researcher 


Adjectives 
Verbs 


searching 


search 
research 


WORD CHOICES search 


Look and hunt are very common alternatives 
to “search.” 
She was looking in her handbag for a pen. 
I'm looking for my keys. Have you seen them? 
I've hunted all over the place but | can’t find 
that book. 
Rummage can be used when someone 
searches in a drawer, bag, etc., for something. 
He rummaged through his pockets, looking for 
a pen. 
The phrasal verb ferret out can be used when 
someone searches for information, especially 
information that other people do not want 
known. 
The inspector general has broad powers to 
ferret out fraud on the state and local level. 
If someone searches a place very carefully in 
order to find something or someone, the words 
comb or scour are often used. 
Police combed the area for evidence. 
Police scoured the countryside looking for the 
missing child. 
If someone searches a place in a violent and 
careless way, you could use the verb ransack. 
Burglars had ransacked the house and stolen 
three watches. 
If you are on the lookout for something, you 
are continuously searching for it. 
He is always on the lookout for a bargain. 


search engine n [C] a computer program 
used for finding specific information on the 
INTERNET 


searching /'s3r-tfin/ adj intended to discover 
the hidden truth © Fran stared hard, her searching 
gaze trying to get him to admit what he knew. 


searchlight /'sartJ-lart/ n [C] a device that puts 
out a very bright beam of light and can turn in any 
direction 


search party n[C] a group of people who look 
for someone who is lost 


search warrant n [C] an official document 
that gives the police the authority to search a place 
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seashell /'si:- fel/ n [C] the empty shell of a sea 
animal 


seashore /'si:: fo:r, -Jour/ n[C/U] the land at the 
edge of the sea 


seasick /'si:-sik/ adj feeling like vomiting as a re- 
sult of traveling in a boat 


seaside /'si:-satd/ n[C usually sing] a place near 
the ocean or sea O a seaside resort 


S@aSON PART OF YEAR /'si:-zan/ n[C] one of the 
four parts a year is divided into; spring, summer, 
fall, or winter 
seasonable /'si:-za-na-bal/ adj expected at or 
suitable for a particular season © seasonable 
weather 
seasonal /'si:-zan-l/ adj © seasonal jobs/work 
seasonally /'si:-zan-4l-i/ adv © Sage grouse mi- 
grate seasonally from summer to winter habitat. 

PERIOD /'si:-zan/ n [C] 1 a period of time during 
the year, esp. a period that happens every year at 
the same time © flu season © the holiday season © 
The baseball season lasts from April to October. 2 A 
fruit or vegetable that is in season is available fresh 
locally at that time: Strawberries are in season. 
seasonal /si:-zan-*l/ adj © seasonal fruits and 
vegetables © seasonal decorations 
seasonally /'si:-zan-4l-i/ adv © New homes sold 
at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 671,000 
units. 


FLAVOR /'si:-zan/ v[T] to improve the flavor of food 
by adding small amounts of salt, herbs, or spices 
© Season the soup with fresh tarragon, salt, and 
pepper. 
seasoning /'si:-za-nin/ n [C/U] © [U] Adjust the 
seasoning to taste. 


seasoned /'si:-zand/ adj having much experi- 
ence and knowledge of a particular activity © sea- 
soned travelers/journalists 


seat PLACE TO SIT /si:t/ n [C] 1 a piece of furni- 
ture or other place for someone to sit © She left her 
jacket on the back of her seat. 0 | got a seat on the 
flight to New York. © Please take a seat (= sit down). 
2 A seat is a part of something on which a person 
sits: a bicycle seat © There’s a piece of gum stuck 
under the seat of the chair. 9 He stood up and 
brushed the sand off the seat of his pants. 

seat /si:t/ v [T] to have or be given a place to sit 
oO | was seated between Jasmine and Emily. © The 
concert hall seats 350. © Our group is still waiting to 
be seated for dinner. © Please be seated (= sit down). 
seating /'si:t-1p/ n [U] the seats provided in a 
place © The seminars are free but seating is limited. 
© The kids couldn’t agree on the seating arrange- 
ment in the car (= where they would sit). 


OFFICIAL POSITION /si:t/ n [C] an official position 
as a member of a legislature or group of people 
who control an organization © She decided to run 
for a seat on the school board. 

PLACE /si:t/ n [C] a place that is a center for an 
important activity, esp. government © Pittsburgh is 
the county seat of Alleghany County. 


WORD FAMILY seat 


Nouns seat 
seating 


Adjectives seated 


Verbs seat 
unseat 


IDIOM with seat 


eby the seat of your pants without the necessary 
experience or ability 0 We started a magazine by 
the seat of our pants, without any of the market test- 
ing that’s done today. 


seat belt, seatbelt /'si:t-belt/ n [C] a strap ina 
vehicle or aircraft that fastens around you, holding 
you in your seat to reduce the risk of injury in an 
accident 


seaweed /'si:-wi:d/ n [U] a green, brown, or 
dark red plant that grows in the sea 


sec /sek/ n [C] short form of SECOND TIME 0 Hang 
ona sec, Brian, I’ve got another call. 


secant n [C] 1 trigonometry in a triangle that 
has one angle of 90°, the RATIO (= comparison) of 
the HYPOTENUSE (= length of the side opposite the 
90° angle) to the length of the side next to an 
angle less than 90° 2 geometry A secant is also a 
line that crosses a circle at two places. 


secede /si'si:d/ v [I] US history to decide not to 
continue to be part of a larger group or organi- 
zation O The American Civil War began when the 
South seceded from the Union. 
secession /s1'sef-an/ n[U] US history the act of 
leaving an organization or government, esp. the 
decision of a state to separate from the govern- 
ment of the United States © Dabney had opposed 
secession at first. 


secluded /st'klu:d-od/ adj away from people 
and busy activities, and often hard to reach © a 
secluded area/beach 
seclusion /s1'klu:-3an/ n[U] © She spent her days 
in the seclusion of her room. 


second POSITION /'sek-and/ adj, adv, n [C] (a 
person or thing) coming immediately after the first 
© He missed only 2 of 11 shots in the second half. © 
[C] Rent is due the second of every month. © Related 
Number: TWO 
seconds /'sek-anz/ p/n an extra serving of food 
given after the first serving has been eaten 0 Would 
anybody like seconds? 
secondly /'sek-an-dli/, second adv [not grada- 
ble] © First, what does it cost? And secondly, who’s 
it for? 

TIME /'sek-and/, short form sec n[C] 1 any of the 60 
parts that a minute is divided into © She won by 22 
seconds. 2 A second is also any short period of 
time: I'll be back in a second. 

SUPPORT /'sek-and/ v [T] to make a formal state- 
ment of support for a suggestion made by some- 
one else during a meeting in order to allow a 
discussion or vote © | second the motion to adjourn. 


IDIOM with second 


ethe second (that) as soon as © The second | saw 
him, | knew he was going to be a star. © Compare 
THE MINUTE (THAT) at MINUTE IDIOM 
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secondary LESSIMPORTANT /'sek-an,der-i/ 
adj [not gradable] less important than related 
things © A coach’s first responsibility is to the team 
— everything else is secondary. 

EDUCATION /'sek-an der-i/ adj [not gradable] re- 
lating to the education of children approximately 
between the ages of 12 and 18 © The secondary 
curriculum will have to be drastically improved. 

COMING AFTER /'sek-an ,der-i/ adj [not gradable] 
developing from something similar that existed 
earlier © Someone who's been treated for cancer can 
get a secondary tumor 20 years later. 


secondary color n [C] art one of the three 
colors — orange, green, or purple — that can be 
made by mixing together two of the PRIMARY 
COLORs 


secondary school n [C] a HIGH SCHOOL 


second base, short form second n [C usually 
sing] the second place a baseball player has to 
touch in order to score, or a position near this 
place played by a member of the team on the field 


second-class adj [not gradable] considered to 
be less important or of lower quality than others © 
The poor are treated as second-class citizens. 


second-guess CRITICIZE v [T] to criticize 
someone’s decision after it has been made, and 
say what you think is wrong with it © /t doesn’t help 
to second-guess their decision. 


GUESS v[T] to guess what someone will do or what 
will happen 


secondhand OWNED BEFORE, second-hand 
/'sek- and 'heend/ adj, adv [not gradable] owned or 
used in the past by someone else © a secondhand 
car © | bought it second-hand at that bookstore on 
Elm Street. 

LEARNED INDIRECTLY, second-hand  /'sek-and 
'heend/ adj, adv [not gradable] learned or heard 
about from someone else rather than directly from 
the person involved © She said she had heard sec- 
ond-hand reports of officers sleeping on the job. 


secondhand smoke, second-hand smoke n 
[U] tobacco smoke that you breathe in because 
someone else is smoking 


second nature n [U] something that is so fa- 
miliar that it is done without having to think about 
it © Using the computer is second nature to me now. 


second person n [(U] grammar the form of 
pronouns and verbs that people use when speak- 
ing Or writing to someone else 0 “You” and “your” 
are second person pronouns. © Compare FIRST PER- 
SON; THIRD PERSON 


second-rate adj [not gradable] not of good 
quality © a second-rate hotel 


seconds /'sek:anz/ pi no See at SECOND POSI- 
TION 


second thought n [C] a change ina decision 
or opinion © He apparently had second thoughts 
about that remark. O On second thought (= after 


thinking about it further), / would like a glass of 
water. 


second wind n [Uj] a return of strength or en- 
ergy that makes it possible to continue in an activ- 
ity or start again © / was tired, but | ignored it until 
! got my second wind. 


secret /'si:-krat/ n[C] a piece of information that 
is not generally known or is not known by some- 
one else and should not be told to others © We 
don’t keep secrets from each other. © Don’t tell any- 
one — it’s a secret. O What’s the secret of your suc- 
cess (= How was it achieved)? 
secret /'si:-krat/ adj known, done, or kept with- 
out others knowing © secret information © The 
peace process began with secret talks in Norway. 
secretive /'si:-krat-1v/ adj not wanting others to 
know, or done privately so that others do not 
know O secretive dealings © She's secretive about her 
age. 
secretly /'si:-krat-li/ adv © They secretly took pho- 
tographs of Jack. 
secrecy /'si:-kra-si/ n [U] © What’s the reason for 
all this secrecy? 


WORD FAMILY secret 


Nouns secrecy Adverbs 


secret 


secretly 
secretively 


secret 
secretive 


Adjectives 


WORD CHOICES secret ee 


Covert is an alternative to “secret,” especially 
when talking about military or police actions. 
The government was accused of covert 
military operations. 
Clandestine is a formal word for “secret,” es- 
pecially describing something that is not offi- 
cially allowed. 
He arranged a clandestine meeting between 
his client and the candidate. 
If information is confidential, it is secret, espe- 
cially in a formal or business situation, and 
should not be told to anyone else. 
All the information you give us will treated as 
strictly confidential. 
Official government information that is secret 
is described as classified. 
These documents contain classified 
information. 
Innermost or private can be used for thoughts 
or feelings which someone keeps secret. 
She never told anyone her innermost 
thoughts. 
She kept her views on the subject private. 
If someone does something in a secret way be- 
cause he or she does not want other people to 
see that action, you could use the adjectives 
furtive or surreptitious. 
He kept giving her furtive glances. 
She took a surreptitious look at her watch. >» 
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wecretsy a 


If something is under wraps, it is secret and you 
are deliberately not telling anyone about it yet. 
He is doing some research for a new book 
which is under wraps at the moment. 


secretary OFFICE WORKER /'sek-ra,ter-i/ n [C] 
a person who works in an office and prepares let- 
ters, keeps records, schedules meetings, and 
makes other arrangements for a particular person 
or for an organization 
secretarial /,sek-ra'ter-i:-al/ adj [not gradable] © 
She does mostly secretarial work. 


GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL /'sek-ra,ter-i/ n [C] the 
head of a government department © the Secretary 
of the Treasury 

WRITER /'sek-ra,ter-i/ n [C] an official in an orga- 
nization who is responsible for writing notes about 
what happens at meetings and sending official let- 
ters O Freya is running for secretary of the student 
council. 


secrete /s1'kri:t/ v [T] biology to produce and 
release liquid, esp. from the cells or body © The 
thyroid gland secretes hormones that affect growth. 
secretion /s1'kri::fan/ n [C/U] biology © [C] na- 
sal secretions 


secretive /'si:-krat-1v/ adj 0 See at SECRET 
secretly /'si:-krat-li/ adv 0 See at SECRET 


secret police n (U] a government police or- 

ganization that keeps information about a coun- 
try’s citizens and prevents opposition to the 
government 


Secret Service n [U] a US government orga- 
nization responsible for the safety of important 
politicians, esp. the president 


sect /sekt/ n [C] 1 a religious group with beliefs 
that make it different from a larger or more estab- 
lished religion it has separated from © a Christian 
sect 2 A sect is also a small group of people who 
share a particular set of political beliefs. 
sectarian /sek'ter-i:-an/ adj [not gradable] relat- 
ing to a sect, or happening between sects © sec- 
tarian fighting 


section ® /'sek:fan/ n[C] a part of something 
© Dad always reads the sports section of the news- 
paper. © He lived in a poor section of town. © You'll 
find ice cream in the frozen food section of the 
supermarket. 

section @ /'sek-fan/ v [T] © If the tooth is sec- 
tioned lenghtwise, ridges of alternating dark and 
light rings can be seen. 


PHRASAL VERB with section 


esection off something [M] to separate one thing 
from another, or to divide into equal or similar 
parts © Security agents sectioned off the area where 
she shopped. 


sector © /'sek-tar/ n[C] 1 a part of society that 
can be separated from other parts because of its 
own special character © the farm sector © the non- 
profit sector © She works in the private/public sector 


(= for a business/government) 2 A sector is also an 
area of land or sea that has been divided from 
other areas: The buildings are in an industrial sector 
in the southern part of the city. 


secular /'sek-ja-lar/ adj not having any connec- 
tion with religion © secular society/music/education 


secure © FREE FROM RISK /sr'kjur/ adj 1 free 
from risk and the threat of change for the worse © 
a secure job © People want to feel secure economi- 
cally. © The museum has a large endowment, so its 
future is relatively secure. 2 Secure can also mean 
confident and free from worry: Children need to feel 
secure in order to do well at school. 
security © /st'kjur-at-i/ n [U] © financial/job se- 
curity O See also: SECURITY INVESTMENT; SECURITY 
MONEY; SECURITY at SECURE FREE FROM DANGER 


FREE FROM DANGER /s1'‘kjur/ adj free from danger 
or the threat of harm or unwanted access; safe © 
Troops were sent to make the border secure. © He 
questioned whether the government's computer 
database was secure from hackers. © For some time 
after the robbery we could not feel secure, even in 
our own home. 
secure @ /s1'kjur/ v [T] © The wall was originally 
built to secure the town from attack. 
security © /st'kjur-at-i/ n [U] social studies 1 
freedom from danger; safety © For security reasons, 
for the protection of the White House and the presi- 
dent, they felt it necessary to close the avenue. O A 
convicted spy, he sold information that may have 
damaged our national security. 2 Security is also the 
group of people responsible for keeping buildings 
or other areas safe: If anyone gives you trouble, just 
call security. © See also: SECURITY INVESTMENT; SE- 
CURITY MONEY; SECURITY at SECURE FREE FROM 
RISK » Usage: safety or security? at SAFETY 


FIXED /s1'kjur/ adj fixed, fastened, or locked into a 
position that prevents movement © That ladder 
doesn’t look very secure to me. O Just check that the 
door is secure — the lock doesn’t always work. 
secure @ /st'kjur/ v [T] to fasten something 
firmly © Secure the boat to the dock. 
securely @ /st'kjur-li/ adv O Please make sure 
that your seatbelts are securely fastened. 


OBTAIN /si'kjur/ v [T] to obtain something, some- 
times with difficulty O She managed to secure a loan 
from the bank. 


security © INVESTMENT /s1'kjur-at-i/ n[C usu- 
ally pl] an investment in a company or in govern- 
ment debt that can be traded on the financial 
markets © See also: SECURITY MONEY; SECURITY at 
SECURE FREE FROM RISK; SECURITY at SECURE FREE 
FROM DANGER 

MONEY /si'kjur-at-i/ nm [U] money you pay some- 
one that can be legally used by that person if your 
actions cause the person to lose money, but that 
will be returned to you if it is not used © You have 
give the landlord an extra month's rent as security 
when you sign the lease. O See also: SECURITY IN- 
VESTMENT; SECURITY at SECURE FREE FROM RISK; 
SECURITY at SECURE FREE FROM DANGER 


security blanket n [C] 1 a small BLANKET (= 
bed cover) sometimes carried by a child to provide 
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a feeling of safety 2 A security blanket is also any- 
thing that you use or keep to make you feel safe: 
Having my brother at the same college gave me the 
security blanket | needed to leave home. 


sedan /s1'dzn/ n [C] a type of car with two or 
four doors and seats for at least four people 


sedate /s1'deit/ adj calm and controlled, and of- 
ten traditional in habit or manner © She preferred 
standard ballads and sedate pop tunes to rock music. 


sedative /'sed-at-1v/ n [C] a drug that has a 
calming effect © /f your pet is unaccustomed to car 
travel, consider a mild sedative to help relieve its 
anxiety. 


sedentary /'sed-°n ,ter-i/ adj involving little ex- 
ercise or physical activity © Marilyn leads a more 
sedentary lifestyle now that she works at home. 


sediment /'sed-a:mant/ n [C/U] solid material, 
such as dirt or MINERALS, that falls to the bottom 
of a liquid 


sedimentary /,sed-a'ment:a-ri, -'men-tri/ adj 
[not gradable] earth science describes rock made 
from solid material left by the action of water, ice, 
or wind 


sedition /si'dif-an/ n [U] social studies \an- 
guage or behavior intended to persuade other 
people to oppose their government and change it, 
sometimes by using violence © He himself was tried 
for sedition and sentenced to ten years in jail. 
seditious /s1'dif-as/ adj 


seduce /si'du:s/ v [T] 1 to persuade or trick 
someone into doing something by making it very 
attractive © Nowadays you have to seduce students 
into learning through colorful graphics or exciting ad- 
venture themes. 2 If you seduce someone, you per- 
suade that person to have sex with you. 
seduction /s1'dak: Jan/ n [C/U] © [U] The movie 
is an advertisement for the seduction of flight. 
seductive /s1'dak-tiv/ adj © Their marketing cam- 
paign was Slick and seductive. 


see USE EYES /si:/ v [I/T] past simp. saw, past part. 
seen to be aware of what is around you by using 
your eyes; look at something © [T] From the kitchen 
window, | can see the kids playing in the backyard. 
© [+ question word] Can you see what is happening? 
O [T] The agent said they could see the house at 3 
p.m. © [T] Did you see that documentary about 
homelessness on TV last night? 


WORD CHOICES see ti—(i‘—:™*~S™S 
See also: look 


If you see or become aware of something, the 
verbs notice or perceive are often used, or in 
formal English, observe. 


! noticed a crack in the ceiling. 
Bill perceived a tiny figure in the distance. 
A teacher observed her climbing over the gate. 


Spot is used when you see someone or some- 
thing, especially when you are looking hard for 
them. 


We spotted several dolphins swimming 
nearby. 
The phrases catch sight of and catch a glimpse 
of are used when you suddenly see something 
for a moment. 
He caught sight of/caught a glimpse of his 
reflection in the glass. 
You use the verb witness when someone sees 
an event such as a crime or an accident. 
Did anyone witness the attack? 
The phrasal verb make something out is used 
when you see something but with difficulty. 
! could just make out a figure standing in the 
doorway. 


UNDERSTAND /si:/ v [I/T] past simp. saw, past part. 
seen to understand, know, or be aware © [I] “It’s 
easier if you hold it this way.” “Oh, | see.” © [T] I 
can’t see any reason why they would object. © [+ 
question word] | can see why you didn’t want to go 
out with him. 


CONSIDER /si:/ v [I/T] past simp. saw, past part. seen 
to consider someone or something in a particular 
way, or to imagine someone doing a particular ac- 
tivity O [T] Under the circumstances, | can’t see her 
accepting the job (= | do not think she will accept 
it). © [T] | can’t see my brother as a businessman. © 
[T] As | see it/the situation, we‘ll have to get extra 
help. © [I] “Do you think there’ll be time to stop for 
lunch?” “We'll see (= | will consider it).” © [+ ques- 
tion word] !’ll see how | feel tomorrow. 


MEET /si:/ v [T] past simp. saw, past part. seen to 
meet, visit, or spend time with someone 0 / saw 
Darlene last week. © Mom is seeing the doctor to- 
morrow. © They see each other on weekends (= they 
are often together then). © How long have they 
been seeing each other (= having a romantic rela- 
tionship)? » Usage: meet, see, visit, or get to 
know? at MEET COME TOGETHER 

TRY TO DISCOVER /si:/ v [+ question word] past 
simp. Saw, past part. seen to try to discover © Will 
you see who is at the door? 


MAKE CERTAIN /si:/ v [+ that clause] past simp. saw, 
past part. seen to make certain (that something 
happens) © She said she’d see that her boss gets the 
message. 


EXPERIENCE /si:/ v [T] past simp. saw, past part. seen 
1 to experience something © This coat has seen a 
lot of wear. © She’s seen a lot of changes in this office 
over the years. 2 If a time or place has seen some- 
thing, it happened or existed there or then: This 
summer has seen unusually high temperatures. 


IDIOMS with see 


esee eye to eye (with someone) to agree with 
someone O My sister didn’t see eye to eye with me 
about the how to tell my parents about the problem. 
esee fit (to do something) to think it is good or 
necessary to do something © You can leave it here 
or take it home with you, whichever you see fit. 

e seeing is believing if you see something yourself, 
you will believe it to exist or be true, despite the 
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fact that it is unlikely 0 / never thought he’d shave 
off his beard, but seeing is believing! 

eseeing that, seeing as (how) considering that © 
We might as well go, seeing as we've already paid 
for the tickets. 

eseeing things imagining that things are present 
or happening when they are not © Didn't Maria 
come in just now? | must be seeing things. 

esee red to become very angry © The corruption in 
government is making voters see red. 

esee stars to see bright flashes in front of your 
eyes, esp. because you hit your head © The fall 
made me see stars and left me with a huge bump on 
my head. 

esee the light to understand something you did 
not understand before © It wasn’t until | was in my 
thirties that | saw the light and started to work hard. 
esee the point of something to understand the 
reason for something © Most of the employees 
couldn't see the point of further training. 

esee you (later) infm! goodbye © “Ok, see you 
later.” “Yeah, I'll see you tomorrow.” 


PHRASAL VERBS with see 


esee about something to get information or 
knowledge of whether something can be done © 
I'll see about movie times and call you back. 

esee off someone [M] to watch someone leave on 
a trip O My parents saw me off at the airport. 

esee through someone/something NOT BE DE- 
CEIVED to understand the truth about someone or 
something and not allow yourself to be deceived 
© She saw through his excuse — he was trying to put 
the blame on someone else. 

esee someone through something SUPPORT to 
support someone during a difficult time © He was 
a real friend to see me through my long illness. 
esee something through CONTINUE DOING to 
continue until something is finished © She saw the 
project through to the end. 

esee to something fmi to do something that has to 
be done © They hired an event planner to see to all 
of the details of the party. O Please see to it that no 
one comes in without identification. 


seed PLANT /si:d/ n[C/U] biology a small, usually 
hard part of a plant from which a new plant can 
grow 
seed /si:d/ v [T] to plant seeds in the ground o 
We seeded the lawn with a different grass this year. 
seeded /'si:-dad/, seedless /'si:d-las/ adj [not 
gradable] with the seeds removed © seeded grapes 

BEGINNING /si:d/ n[C usually pl] the beginning or 
cause of something © A good defense lawyer knows 
how to plant these little seeds of doubt in the minds 
of jurors. 


SPORTS /si:d/ n [C] any of the players or teams 
ranked among the best in a particular competition 
seeded /'si:d-ad/ adj [not gradable] ranked as 
one of the better players or teams, in order to ar- 
range that these do not compete early in a com- 
petition O Michigan State University, seeded first in 
the Southeast, also plays today. 


seed money n[U] money that is used to start 
a business or activity 


seedy /'si:d-i/ adj [-er/-est only] in bad condition, 
esp. because not cared for and therefore unattrac- 
tive 0 We had quarters in a rather seedy hotel near 
the railroad tracks. 


seek © SEARCH /si:k/ v [T] past sought 1 to 
search for something or try to find or obtain some- 
thing © She is actively seeking work. © The govern- 
ment is seeking ways to reduce the cost of health 
care. 2 \f you seek advice/approval/help/permis- 
sion, you ask for it: They suggested she seek advice 
from the legal department. 
seeker /'si:-ar/ n [C] © job/thrill/ fortune seekers 

TRY /si:k/ v [+ to infinitive] past sought to try or 
attempt © They sought to reassure people that their 
homes would be safe from the flood. 


seem /si:m/ v to appear to be © [L] You seem very 
quiet today. O [L] He’s 16, but he seems younger. © 
[L] The news seemed too good to be true. © [L] She 
didn’t seem (to be) particularly happy. © [| always + 
adv/prep] They seemed like such a nice couple. © [+ 
to infinitive] | can’t seem to stay awake. 
seeming /'si:-min/ adj [not gradable] appearing 
true or obvious, although it might not be © Their 
seeming reluctance to demand better treatment was 
puzzling. 
seemingly /'si:z-min-li/ adv [not gradable] © He 
is seemingly untroubled by our recent problems. 


seen /si:n/ past participle of SEE 


seep /si:p/ v [I always + adv/prep] (of liquids) to 
flow slowly through something © The flood water 
seeped into the basement. 
seepage /'si:-p1d3/ n [U] 


seesaw /'si:-s9:/, teeter-totter n [C] a device for 
children’s play that consists of a board balanced at 
the center, with a place at each end for a child to 
sit on and push away from the ground with their 
feet, causing the other end to go down 
seesaw /'si:-so:/ v[l] to change direction or move 
backward and forward or up and down repeatedly 
© The lead seesawed (= first one side was winning, 
then the other) throughout the game. 


seethe /si:3/ v [I] to feel very angry © She was still 
seething, remembering how rudely she was treated. 


see-through adj infmi transparent or almost 
transparent © see-through material 


segment /'seg:mant/ n [C] 1 any of the parts 
into which something can be divided © The news 
program contained a brief segment on white-collar 
crime. 2 A segment is also one of several parts of 
an orange, lemon, or similarly divided fruits. 3 bi- 
ology A segment is also one of the parts of the 
body of an insect. 4 mathematics A segment is 
also one part of a line that has two end points. 
» Picture: line segment 


segregate /'seg-ra geit/ v [T] social studies to 
keep one group of people apart from others be- 
cause of race, religion, sex, etc. O Most people 
wouldn't remember that some ballparks were seg- 
regated (= black people were kept apart) in the 
early years. O The boys and girls were segregated into 
different classes. 
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‘ segregation /,seg-ra'ger: fan/ n[U] © racial seg- 
regation © Almost every community has laws prohib- 
iting segregation in housing. 


seismic /'saiz-mik/ adj [not gradable] earth sci- 
ence relating to, or caused by an EARTHQUAKE ‘CG 
sudden violent movement of the earth’s surface) 


seismograph /‘saiz:ma ,greef/ n [C] earth sci- 
ence a piece of equipment which measures and 
records the strength of an EARTHQUAKE (= sudden 
movement of the earth’s surface) 
seismographic /,saiz:ma'graef-1k/ adj [not 
gradable] earth science 


seize /si:z/ v[T] 1 to take something quickly and 
hold it © He seized her arm to lead her through the 
crowd. © (fig.) While she was distracted, | seized the 
opportunity to take a cookie. 2 Seize can also mean 
to take by force: Rebel forces seized control of six 
towns. 3 If police or other officials seize something, 
they take possession of it by legal authority: The 
goods that were seized had been hidden in a ship- 
ment of paint. 
seizure /'si:-3ar/ n [C/U] 1 the act of taking hold 
or possession of something © [U] Violators of the 
fishing regulations face seizure of the boat’s catch. 2 
A seizure is also a medical condition that can cause 
you to lose control of your muscles and, often, 
cause you to become unconscious: [C] The cat suf- 
fered several seizures after eating some poison. 


PHRASAL VERB with seize 


eseize on/upon something to use or bring atten- 
tion to something for your advantage © Immigra- 
tion issues have been seized on by conservative 
politicians. 


seldom /'sel-dam/ adv almost never © | seldom 
drive my car into the city. 


select © CHOOSE /sa'lekt/ v [I/T] to choose 
something, or to make a choice © [T] They have 
the option of selecting the school that they want their 
kids to go to. © [I] You can select from among the 
offerings shown on this screen. 
selection © /sa'lek-fan/ n [C/U] 1 the act of 
choosing, or the person or thing chosen © [C] They 
performed a mix of old hits and selections from their 
new CD. 2 A selection can also be a range and 
variety of something from which to choose: [C] 
That bookstore has a wide selection of mystery nov- 
els. © [U] Shop early for the best selection. 
selective @ /sa'lek-tiv/ adj [not gradable] care- 
ful in choosing © The school is very selective and 
accepts only those students who are extremely 
motivated. 
selectively @ /sa'lek-tiv-li/ adv 0 Purebred dogs 
have been selectively bred for thousands of years in 
some cases. 

BEST QUALITY /sa'lekt/ adj [not gradable] the best 
of its type or highest in quality © select fruit/school 
© a select group of people 


selective breeding » [U] biology the pro- 
cess of choosing only plants and animals with de- 
sirable characteristics to reproduce 


selenium /sa'li:-ni:-am/ n [U] chemistry a 
chemical element that is used in electronic devices 
and is also necessary in small amounts in the body 


self /self/ n [C/U] p! selves who a person is, in- 
cluding the qualities such as personality and ability 
that make one person different from another © [C] 
Now I'm feeling better, and I’m back to my old self 
again. © [U] / still assert the validity of self over social 
convention. 
selfish /'sel-frf/ adj caring only about what you 
want or need without any thought for the needs 
or wishes of other people © Am | being selfish to 
want more? 
selfless /'sel-flas/ adj caring more about other 
people’s needs and interests than about your own 
© She’s a selfless person who is deeply concerned 
about social justice. 


self-absorbed /sel-fab'sa:rbd, -'zo:rbd/ adj 
so involved with yourself that you do not think 
about anyone else; SELF-CENTERED © Henry is so 
self-absorbed it’s a miracle anyone bothers with him 
at all. 


self-addressed /\sel-fa'drest/ adj [not grada- 
ble] (of an envelope) having the name and address 
of the person who originally sent it on it © a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope © See also: SASE 


self-appointed /jsel-fa'paint-ad/ adj [not 
gradable] behaving as if you had special knowl- 
edge or authority without actually having it O Mrs. 
McElvey was the self-appointed spokeswoman for the 
group. 

self-assured /\sel-fa'furd/ adj having confi- 
dence in yourself © She moves with self-assured 
grace. 

self-assurance /,sel-fa'fur-ans/ n [U] © His calm 
self-assurance had vanished. 


self-centered /self'sent-ard/ adj caring only 
about yourself; SELF-ABSORBED © Angela is a good 
kid who is also, at times, whiny and self-centered. 


self-confident /self'kan-fad- ant, -fa,dent/ adj 
certain that you can manage any situation by your- 
self © She’s one of the most self-confident young 
women I’ve ever met. 
self-confidence /self'kan-fad-ans, -fa,dens/ n 
[U] © the self-confidence of an experienced 
professional 


self-conscious /self'kan:fas/ adj uncomfort- 
able about yourself and worried about disapproval 
from other people © She was self-conscious about 
her weight. 
self-consciously /self'kan-fa-sli/ adv © She 
blushed self-consciously when | complimented her. 


self-contained / self-kan 'teind/ adj (of some- 
one or something) having everything necessary to 
be independent or to work independently © a self- 
contained environment © a self-contained, indepen- 
dent person 


self-control / self-kan 'troul/ n [U] control over 
your emotions and actions; SELF-RESTRAINT © They 
try to teach teamwork, self-control, and how to deal 
with adversity. 


self-defeating / self-di'fi:t-1n/ adj [not grad- 
able] done in a way that keeps you from succeed- 
ing © He raises the issue in a way that: is 
self-defeating. 
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self-defense / self-di'fens/ n [U] the protec- 
tion of yourself © She says she shot him in self- 
defense. 


self-denial / self-di'nat-al/ n [U] a decision not 
to do or have something you want, esp. because 
it is good for you not to do or have it © He felt he 
had wasted his youth in self-denial. 


self-destructive / self-di'strak-tiv/ adj (of be- 
havior or actions) likely to harm or kill you © Free- 
dom is not an excuse to indulge in self-destructive 
behavior. 
self-destruction / self-dr'strak: fan/ n[U] © Bar- 
rymore was a brilliant actor bent on self-destruction. 


self-discipline / self'dis-a-plan/ n[U] the abil- 
ity to make yourself do things when you should, 
even if you do not want to do them © He lacked 
self-discipline and seemed unable to finish anything. 


self-employed / sel-fim 'ploid/ adj [not grad- 
able] having your own business and working for 
yourself rather than for an employer 


self-esteem /sel-fa'sti:m/ n [U] respect for 
yourself © The program is intended to build students’ 
self-esteem. © Does he suffer from low self-esteem? 


self-evident /sel'fev-ad-ant, -a,dent/ adj [not 
gradable] so clear or obvious that no proof or ex- 
planation is needed © self-evident facts 


self-fulfilling iDIOM / self-ful'frl-1n/ 
ea self-fulfilling prophecy a situation in which 
something happens because you expected or said 
it would happen: Sales predictions determine how a 
book is published, and a prediction of poor sales is 
often a self-fulfilling prophecy. 


self-help /‘self'help/ adj [not gradable] provid- 
ing ways to help you solve a problem, end a habit, 
learn a skill, etc. by yourself © self-help books © a 
self-help organization 


self-image /'sel 'fim-1d3/ n [C] your opinion of 
yourself, esp. how you appear to other people © 
Her self-image doesn’t depend entirely on profes- 
sional success. 


self-importance /,sel-fim'pa:rt-8ns/ n [U] 
the belief that you are more important or valuable 
than other people © He strutted into the room, self- 
importance written all over his face. 
self-important /,sel-fim'poirt-@nt/ adj o You 
are a Self-important little twerp. 


self-improvement /sel-fim'pru:v-mant/ n 
[U] learning new things on your own that make 
you a more skilled or able person © In the interest 
of self-improvement, | took a course in Spanish. 


self-indulgent / sel-fin'dal-dgant/ adj allow- 
ing yourself to have or do anything you want 0 A 
lot of the poetry is just self-indulgent nonsense. 
self-indulgence / sel-fin 'dal-dgans/ n(U] 0 My 
parents’ trip to Hawaii was an unusual self-indul- 
gence for them. 


self-inflicted / sel-fin 'flik-tad/ adj [not grad- 
able] (of something bad) done to yourself © a self- 
inflicted wound 


self-interest /sel'fin-trast, -'fint-a-rast/ n [U] 
consideration of advantages for yourself in making 
a decision, usually without worrying about its ef- 
fect on others © Each side was thinking only of their 
own self-interest. 


selfish /'sel-f1{/ adj [not gradable] © See at SELF 
selfless /'sel-flas/ adj [not gradable] © See at SELF 


self-made /'self'meid/ adj [not gradable] suc- 
cessful as a result of your own effort © a self-made 
man 


self-pity /‘self'pit-i/ n ([U] care and sadness 
about your own problems © /t’s not easy to face 
serious illness without self-pity. 


self-pollination / self pal-a'ner-fan/ n[U] bi- 
ology the process by which POLLEN from the male 
part of a flower is carried to the female part of the 
same flower or to another flower of the same type 


self-portrait /'self'po:r-trat, -'pour-/ n [C] a 
picture you make of yourself © How accurate is his 
self-portrait? 


self-possession /self-pa'zef-an/ n [U] the 
quality of being calm and in control of your emo- 
tions O She shows remarkable self-possession for a 
child. 
self-possessed / self-pa'zest/ adj 


self-preservation / self ,prez-ar'ver-fan/ n 
[U] the ability of animals or people to protect 
themselves from danger or destruction © an in- 
stinct for self-preservation 


self-proclaimed /self-pro'klermd/ adj [not 
gradable] said or announced by yourself about 
yourself © He is a self-proclaimed literary genius. 


self-reliance / self-ri'lar-ans/ n [U] the ability 
to depend on yourself or your own abilities oO 
Learning self-reliance is a slow, hard process. 
self-reliant /,self-r1'lar-ant/ adj © She’s cool, de- 
termined, and self-reliant. 


self-respect /jself-rt'spekt/ n [U] positive 
thoughts and feelings about yourself; SELF-ESTEEM 
O His self-respect is based on solid achievement. 
self-respecting /,self-r1'spek-t1n/ adj [not grad- 
able] © No self-respecting person would tolerate that. 


self-restraint / self-ri'stremnt/ n [U] control 
over your emotions and actions; SELF-CONTROL. © 
You need to exercise a little self-restraint. 


self-righteous /sel'frai-t{as/ adj believing that 
you are better and more moral than other people, 
often expressed in an annoying or offensive way © 
Spare us from your self-righteous nonsense. 


self-sacrifice /'self'szek-ra,fais/ n [U] a deci- 

sion to give up something you want or need so 
that others can have what they want or need © 
Heroism and self-sacrifice inspired the young men 
and women. 


self-satisfied  /'self'saet-as faid/ adj too 
pleased with yourself and what you have achieved 
© an annoyingly self-satisfied person 

self-service /'self'ssr-vas/ adj [not gradable] (of 
a business or machine) operated without employ- 
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ees to help you, so that you take items for yourself 
and then pay someone for whatever you have 
taken © a Self-service gas station/cafeteria 


self-starter /‘self'start-ar/ n [C] someone who 
can work well alone © Applicants must be self- 
Starters. 


self-sufficient /self-sa'fif-ant/ adj able to 
provide what is necessary without the help of oth- 
ers O a Self-sufficient economy/person 
self-sufficiency /,self-sa'fif-an-si/ n [U] © They 
showed their self-sufficiency by growing their own 
vegetables. 


self-supporting /\self-sa'po:rt-1n, -'pourt-/ 
adj [not gradable] having enough money to take 
care of yourself © Children eventually become self- 
supporting. 


self-taught /'self 'to:t/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
skill or knowledge) learned or trained by yourself 
© a Self-taught artist/musician 


sell EXCHANGE FOR MONEY /sel/ v [I/T] past sold 
to give a thing or perform a service in exchange 
for money © [T] The children sold lemonade. © [I] 
These baskets sell well (= people buy a lot of them). 
© See also: SALE SELL 
seller /'sel-ar/n[C] 1 The seller of the painting was 
kept secret. 2 A seller is also something that is sold: 
That CD is our best seller. 


WORD CHOICES SAL iL tS SS 


Retail is a word that means “sell” when talking 
about companies selling things in stores or by 
mail. 

The company makes and retails moderately 

priced sportswear. 
The phrasal verb deal in can be used when 
someone sells and buys things as part of a 
business. 

They mainly deal in rare books. 

Divest or sell off means “to sell something, es- 
pecially a business or part of a business.” 

The company is divesting/selling off the less 

profitable parts of its business. 
If a company or country sells goods to other 
countries, you could use the word export. 

France exports a lot of cheese. 

Hawk can be used when someone sells things 
informally in public places. 

There were lots of street vendors hawking 

candy. 
Peddle is a usually disapproving word when 
someone goes from place to place to sell 
things. 

They were caught on the street peddling 

counterfeit CDs. 
If you auction (off) something, you sell it at a 
public sale to the person who offers the most 
money. 

The family is auctioning off its art collection. 
Sell out (of) means to sell all of the supply that 
you have of something. 

We sold out of the T-shirts within two hours. 


PERSUADE /sel/ v [!/T] past sold to persuade some- 
one to accept an idea or plan, or to cause some- 
thing to be accepted © [T] That is a plan we can 
easily sell to the school board. 


IDIOM with sell 


e sell someone short to value someone too little o 
It’s a mistake to sell your audience short — they’re 
more intelligent than you think they are. 


PHRASAL VERBS with sell 


esell off something to exchange all or a large part 
of something for money © Farmers have had to sell 
off cattle because of the drought. 

e sell someone on something to persuade someone 
that something is good, valuable, or useful © The 
filmmakers sold me on the idea that my book would 
work on the screen. 

e sell out (something) EXCHANGE ALL [M] 1 to get 
rid of all of an item in exchange for money © We 
sold out (of) the T-shirts in the first couple of hours. 
© Ten of the Huskies’ 15 home games are already 
sold out (= all the tickets have been bought). 2 If 
a business sells out, it receives money in exchange 
for control of it: The owners of the Meadowlark Inn 
said they would be willing to sell out at a fair price. 
© Related noun: SELLOUT SUCCESSFUL SALES 

esell out (something) DO FOR MONEY [N] to give 
up support for a person or belief for money or per- 
sonal advantage © He wouldn't sell out the cause to 
serve his own interests. O Related noun: SELLOUT 
MONEY OPPORTUNITY 


sellout SUCCESSFUL SALES /'sel-aut/ n [C] the 
selling of all the tickets to an event, or of all avail- 
able items © Saturday’s show was a sellout. © Re- 
lated verb: SELL OUT EXCHANGE ALL 

MONEY OPPORTUNITY /'sel-aut/ n [C] the act of 
doing something selfishly for money, without con- 
sidering principles or damage to others © The 
peace deal was praised by some as a courageous 
breakthrough while others condemned it as a sellout. 
© Related verb: SELL OUT DO FOR MONEY 


seltzer /'selt-sar/ n [C/U] bubbly water 
selves /selvz/ pi of SELF 


semantic /sa'mzent-1k/ adj [not gradable] En- 
glish (of words and language) connected with 
meaning © Words are semantic units that convey 
meaning. 
semantics /sa'mezent-iks/ n[U] English the study 
of meaning in language 


semblance /'‘sem-blans/ n [U] a similarity to 
something, or the appearance of being or having 
something © She’s raising two kids, holding down a 
full-time job, and trying to maintain some semblance 
of a personal life. 


semen /'si::man/ n [U] biology a sticky, white 
liquid containing sperm which is produced by 
men and male animals 


semester /sa'mes:tar/ n [C] either of the two 
periods into which a year is divided at a school or 
university © fall/spring semester 
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IN EEE SS 


semi TRUCK /'sem-i, -al/, semitrailer n [C] pl 
semis infm/ a large truck with a separate TRAILER (= 
vehicle without an engine) for carrying freight, or 
such a trailer itself © The semi screeched to a halt. 


COMPETITION /'sem-i, -at/ n [C] p/ semis short form 
of SEMIFINAL 


semi- /,sem.i, -a1/ prefix half or partly © semiretired 
O semiserious 


semiautomatic /sem-i: ,2:t-a'met-1k, sem: 
ai-/ adj [not gradable] (of a gun) having a bullet 
in position and ready for firing when the TRIGGER 
is pulled © a semiautomatic pistol/rifle 


semicircle /'sem-i: ,s3r-kal/ n [C] geometry half 
of a circle, or something in this shape © Our tents 
were set in a semicircle. > Picture: geometry 


semicircular /,sem-i:'sar-kja-lar/ adj [not 
gradable] having the shape of half a circle 0 a semi- 
circular table 


semicolon /'sem-1,kou-lan/ n [C] grammar a 
mark (;) used in writing for separating large or im- 
portant independent parts of a sentence or items 
in a list 


semiconductor /'sem-i:-kan,dak-tar, ‘sem 
,ai-/ n[C] a substance, such as SILICON, that allows 
some electricity to flow through it, used in making 
electronic devices 


semifinal /'sem-1,fain-°l/, short form semi n [C] 
the game or set of games before the final game in 
a competition © France was eliminated in Saturday's 
semifinal. O Compare FINAL COMPETITION 


seminal /'sem-an-l/ adj containing important 
new ideas that influence later developments © 
“The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” is regarded as 
a seminal work of American literature. 


seminar /'sem-a-nar/ n[C] a meeting of a group 
of people with a teacher or expert for training, dis- 
cussion, or study on a particular subject © Police 
officers attended a seminar on relieving rush-hour 
traffic jams. 


seminary /'sem-a,ner-i/ n [C] a college where 
people are trained to become priests, ministers, or 
rabbis 


semipermeable /\sem-i:'p3r-mi:-a-bal/ adj 
[not gradable] biology, chemistry allowing some 
liquids and gases, but not others, to pass through 


Semitic /sa'mit-ik/ adj [not gradable] being or 
having to do with the Arabs and Jews of the Middle 
East 


semitrailer /'sem:1,trer-lar, 'sem,ai-/ n [C] a 
SEMI TRUCK 


senate /'sen-at/ n [U] politics & government 1 
the group of politicians who have the most power 
to make laws in a government © The US Senate has 
100 members. © He served in the state senate. 2 |n 
Canada, members of the Senate give advice about 
laws but do not make laws. 
senator /'sen-at-ar/, abbreviation Sen. n [C] poli- 
tics & government a member of a senate, esp. of 


the US Senate © Write to your senator about your 
concerns. 

senatorial /,sen-a'to:r-i:-al, -'tour-/ adj [not 
gradable] © senatorial candidates © a Senatorial 
committee 


send HAVE DELIVERED /send/ v [T] past sent to 
cause something to go or be taken somewhere 
without going yourself © Send a letter to my office. 
0 | like to send e-mail to my friends. 


MAKE SOMEONE GO /send/ v[T] past sent to cause 
or arrange for someone to leave or go O The UN 
sent relief workers to the region. © My parents want 
to send me back to Argentina when | finish my stud- 
ies. © Who can afford to send their kids to college 
these days? 


MAKE SOMETHING MOVE /send/ v [T] past sent to 
make something move quickly by force 0 Wind 
sent clouds skittering across the sky. © The researcher 
sent the particles flying apart. 


CAUSE TO HAPPEN /send/ v [T] past sent to cause 
someone to feel or behave in a particular way, or 
to cause something to happen © Final exams al- 
ways send me into a panic. 


IDIOMS with send 


esend a message, send a signal to do or say some- 
thing in order to try to influence someone else’s 
attitudes or behavior © We need to send a clear mes- 
sage that pollution will not be tolerated. 

esend someone’s love (to someone), send some- 
one’s regards (to someone) to express someone’s 
good feelings to someone else 0 Maggie sends her 
love to you and the kids. 

esend shivers down your spine, send shivers up 
your spine to feel very frightened or excited O The 
thought of what might have happened to us sent 
shivers down my spine. © Hearing that song still 
sends shivers up my spine. 


PHRASAL VERBS with send 


esend away for something to request something 
by mail © Carson sent away for a magic kit. 

«send back something [M] to return something to 
the place it came from © Send your steak back if it’s 
undercooked. 

esend for someone/something to request or de- 
mand that someone or something come © Once 
he was settled in America, he sent for his wife. 
esend in something MAIL [M] to mail something 
to a place O/ sent in my entry form, but I don’t expect 
to win anything. 

esend in something/someone CAUSE TO GO [M] 
to cause a group of people to go to a place © The 
commissioner sent in a team of investigators. 
esend off something MAIL [M] to mail something 
O She sent the manuscript off to her publisher. 
esend off someone CAUSE TO GO [I] to ask or tell 
someone to leave, usually for a particular purpose 
© Companies sometimes send a troubled boss off for 
counseling. 

esend out something MAIL [M] to mail something 
O Frank sent out about 400 invitations to his party. 
O USAGE: usually said about mailing many things 
that go to different places 
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«send out someone/something CAUSE TO'GO [M] 
1 to ask or demand that someone go somewhere 
© Mom sent me out to weed the garden. 2 If energy 
Or a signal is sent out, it is produced: The laser 
sends out a long red beam of light. 


send-off /'sen-do:f/ n [C] an occasion at which 
people express good wishes to someone who is 
leaving © Friends gave them a rousing send-off. 


senile /'si:-nail, 'sen-arl/ adj mentally confused as 
a result of old age © Her children couldn't cope with 
her because she’s somewhat senile. 
senility /sa'nil-at-i/ n [U] © Miller suffers from 
senility. 


SENiOF MORE ADVANCED /'si:n-jar/ adj more ad- 
vanced, or higher in rank © Senior officials denied 
that a problem exists. © Compare JUNIOR LESS 
ADVANCED 
seniority /si:n'joir-at-i, -'jar-/ n [U] higher rank 
or advantage obtained as a result of the length of 
job service O Most of these workers have 20 to 30 
years of seniority. 


SCHOOL /'si:n-jar/ n[C] a student in the fourth and 
final year of a program of study in a college, uni- 
versity, Or HIGH SCHOOL (= a school for students 
15 to 18 years old) 
senior /'si:n-jar/ adj [not gradable] © Alanna’s in 
her senior year of high school. 

OLDER /'si:n-jor/ adj older © The senior Griffey 
played on the same baseball team as his son, Ken 
Griffey, Jr. 
senior /'si:n-jar/ n[U] © She married a man almost 
40 years her senior. 


senior citizen, short form senior n [C] an older 
person, usually over the age of 60 or 65, esp. one 
who Is no longer employed © Senior citizens get a 
discount. 


senior high school n [C] a HIGH SCHOOL 


sensation FEELING /sen'ser: fan, san-/ n [C/U] 
a feeling in your body resulting from something 
that happens or is done to it, or the ability to feel 
as the result of touch © [C] He felt a sinking sensa- 
tion in the pit of his stomach. © [U] This part of your 
body doesn't have a lot of sensation. 


EXCITEMENT /sen'ser: fan, son-/ n [C] great excite- 
ment or interest, or someone or something that 
causes excitement © His first recordings caused a 
sensation and became classics of rock. 
sensational /sen'ser:fan-*l, san-/ adj 1 very ex- 
citing, or extremely good © She was absolutely sen- 
sational in that movie. 2 disapproving Something or 
someone sensational purposely shocks people and 
attracts their interest: Readers love sensational crime 
stories. 
sensationalism /sen'sei- fan: ,1z-am, san-/ n 
[U] the use of shocking or exciting subjects, lan- 
guage, or style in order to interest the public © Kids 
tend to watch news for its sensationalism. 


sense JUDGMENT /sens/ n the ability to make 
reasonable judgments © [U] /f the boy had any 
sense he would be scared. © [U] You ought to have 


more sense than to get involved with him. © [pl] Have 
you taken leave of your senses? 

sensible /'sen-sa-bal/ adj 1 having or using good 
judgment; reasonable © She was sensible and easy 
to deal with. © The only sensible thing to do is recycle. 
2 If an object is sensible, it is practical but not ex- 
citing: a sensible family car © sensible shoes 
sensibly /'sen-sa-bli/ adv © You have to eat more 
sensibly. 

senseless /'sen-slas/ adj lacking purpose or 
meaning © a senseless prank © It was senseless to 
treat me like that. 


=i Sit 


CONFUSABLES 
sensible or sensitive? 


Remember that sensible does not mean “easily 
upset” or “able to understand what people are 
feeling.” The word you need to express these 
two meanings is sensitive. 
Don't criticize her too much. She’s very 
sensitive. 
He’s very sensitive to atmosphere and other 
people’s feelings. 
He-s-very-sensible-to-atmesphere-and-other 
people s-feetings. 


BODY POWER /sens/ n [C] biology any of the five 
physical abilities to see, hear, smell, taste, and feel 
© Related adjective: SENSORY 
senseless /'sen-slas/ adj unconscious © They beat 
him senseless. 


AWARENESS /sens/ n [C usually sing] 1 an aware- 
ness of something, or an ability to do or under- 
stand something © / have a very bad sense of 
direction. 2 A sense of humor is the ability to un- 
derstand and enjoy jokes and amusing situations, 
or to make people laugh: Matt has a great sense of 
humor. 


FEELING /sens/ n [C] a feeling about something © 
They move with a sense of confidence. © Students 
need some sense of responsibility. 
sense /sens/ v [T] to feel or be aware of some- 
thing © Although she said nothing, | could sense her 
anger. © | sensed someone was approaching me from 
behind. 


MEANING /sens/ n[C] English a meaning of a word 
or phrase © This isn’t a travel book in the usual sense 
of the word. 


WORD FAMILY sense 


Nouns sense 
nonsense 
sensibility 
sensitivity 
insensitivity 


Adjectives sensible 
senseless 
sensitive 
insensitive 
nonsensical 


Adverbs Verbs 


sensibly 
sensitively 
insensitively 


sense 


sensibility /,sen-sa'bil-at-i/ n the ability to feel 
and react to something © [U] Those attitudes are 
offensive to the modern sensibility. © [pl] He 
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launched a crusade against publicly funded art that 
offended his moral sensibilities. 


sensitive UNDERSTANDING /'sen-sot-1v/ adj 
having or showing awareness and understanding, 
esp. of other people’s feelings and needs © My ex- 
perience made me very sensitive to the suffering of 
others. 
sensitively /'sen-sat-1v-li/ adv © How can I say 
this sensitively? 
sensitivity /,sen-sa'tiv-at-i/ n [U] © A good 
teacher has enthusiasm, intelligence, and sensitivity 
to students’ needs. >» Confusables: sensible or sen- 
sitive? at SENSE JUDGMENT 

UPSET /'sen-sat-1v/ adj (of a person) easily upset © 
Tom is extremely sensitive about his hair. © She’s very 
sensitive to criticism. 
sensitivity /,sen-sa'trv-at-i/ nthe tendency to be 
upset © [U] He didn’t want to say anything because 
of the sensitivity of the issue. © [pl] He tried to avoid 
offending their sensitivities. 


REACTING EASILY /'sen-sat-1v/ adj easily influ- 
enced, changed, or damaged, esp. by a physical 
activity or effect © an environmentally sensitive river 
© Their products include cleansers and moisturizers 
for sensitive skin. 
sensitivity /,sen-sa'tiv-at-i/, sensitiveness /'sen- 
sat-1v-nas/ n [U] O Many people have food sensitivi- 
ties or allergies. 


NEEDING CAREFUL TREATMENT /'sen-sot-1v/ adj 
needing to be treated with care © Raising fuel prices 
can be a sensitive issue. 
sensitivity /,sen-sa'tiv-at-i/ n [U] © Discussions 
about co-workers’ salaries need to be approached 
with special sensitivity. 


sensor /'sen-sar/ n [C] a device that discovers 
and reacts to changes in such things as movement, 
heat, and light © motion/radiation/humidity sensors 


sensory /'sen-sa-ri/ adj [not gradable] biology 
of or related to the physical SENSES of touch, smell, 
taste, sight, and hearing 


sensory neuron n [C] biology a nerve cell 

that receives messages from the environment or 
outer part of the body and carries them to the 
brain or SPINAL CORD 


sensual /'sen-tfa-wal/ adj expressing or sug- 
gesting physical pleasure © a sensual mouth o They 
shared the sensual satisfaction of French food. 
sensuality /,sen-tfa'weel-at-i/ n [U] 


sensuous /'sen:tfa-was/ adj 1 pleasing to the 
physical SENSES © Her flower garden is a totally sen- 
suous environment. 2 Sensuous can also mean SEN- 
SUAL: He’s wor. critical raves for his sensuous designs. 


sent /sent/ past simple and past participle of SEND 


sentence GRAMMAR /'sent:®ns/ n [C] gram- 
mar a group of words, usually containing a subject 
and a verb, expressing a statement, question, in- 
struction, or exclamation, and, when written, 
starting with a capital letter and ending with a PE- 
RIOD or other mark © Your sentences are too long 
and complicated. 


PUNISHMENT /'sent:9ns/ n[C] a punishment given 
by a law court to a person or organization that is 
guilty of a crime © She served a three-year prison 
sentence. 
sentence /'sent-®ns/ v [T] © He was sentenced to 
three years in jail and fined $40,000. 


sentiment GENERAL FEELING /'sent-a-mant/n 
[C/U] a general feeling, attitude, or opinion about 
something © [C] Writers learn that sentiments and 
ideas must serve the story, and not the other way 
around. © [U] Boyd tried to turn community senti- 
ment against the program. 


USAGE rT — ma a XE 
sentiments or feelings? 
Feelings is the normal word used for talking 
about the way someone feels. 


She couldn't find the words to express her 
feelings. 


She-couldttind-the-werds-to-express-her 
sentiments: 


Sentiments is a more formal word used espe- 
cially for the way a person feels or thinks about 
a particular subject. 
Many other people have expressed similar 
sentiments about the new plan. 


EMOTION /'sent-a-mant/ n [U] often disapproving 
gentle emotions such as love, sympathy, or caring 
© The film wallows in sentiment. © There was little 
room for compassion or sentiment in his world. 
sentimental /,sent-o'ment-°l/ adj 1 related to 
feelings rather than reason © When you ask which 
team will win, my sentimental favorite would have 
to be Philadelphia. 2 Sentimental also means ex- 
pressing or causing gentle emotions: He gets sen- 
timental and starts crying when we talk about his 
mother. 
sentimentally / sent-a'ment-l-i/ advo Children 
get sentimentally attached to their pets. 
sentimentality /,sent-2,men 'tzl-at-i, -man-/n 
[U] © She had never liked that song’s sentimentality. 


sentry /'sen-tri/ n [C] a soldier who guards a 
place and prevents those who are not allowed in 
from entering © Sentries stood guard at the palace. 


sepal /‘si:-pal/ n [C] biology one of the parts of 
the outer part of a flower, which surround the pet- 
als and are usually small and green 


separate /‘sep-a-rat, 'sep-rat/ adj existing or 
happening independently or in a different physical 
space © The middle school and the high school are 
in two separate buildings. © | have my public life and 
my private life, and as far as possible | try to keep 
them separate. 
separate /'sep-a,reit/ v [I/T] 1 to cause two or 
more people or things to stop being with or near 
each other, or to be positioned between two or 
more things © [T] A six-foot-high wall separates 
ticket holders from those hoping to get tickets. © [T] 
Fighting broke out between two hockey players, and 
it took nearly five minutes to separate them. 2 If two 
married people separate, they stop living together 
as husband and wife, often as a part of a legal 
arrangement. 
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serious 


separately /'sep-a-rat-li, 'sep-rat-/ adv © You 
have to wash dark clothes and white stuff separately. 
separation /,sep-a'rer-fan/ n [C/U] 1 [U] The 
laws now require the separation of garbage that can 
be recycled, such as newspapers and glass bottles. 2 
A separation is an arrangement, often a legal one, 
by which two married people stop living together 
as husband and wife. 


WORD FAMILY separate 


Nouns separation Verbs separate 
separatist = Adverbs inseparably 
Adjectives inseparable separately 


separate 


separatist /'sep-rat-ast, 'sep-a-ra-tist/ n [C] 
someone who supports an effort to become 
independent of the country or group to which 
the person belongs © Albanian/Basque/Chechen 
separatists 


September /sep'tem-bar, sap-/, abbreviation 
Sept. n [C/U] the ninth month of the year, after 
August and before October 


sequel /'si:-kwal/ n [C] a book, movie, or play 
that continues the story of a previous work © Se- 
quels to movies like “Jaws” and “Superman” have 
become big business in the film industry. 


sequence @ /'si:-kwans, -,kwens/ n [C/U] 1 a 
series of related things or events, or the order in 
which things or events follow each other © [C] The 
first chapter describes the strange sequence of events 
that led to his death. O [C] The test papers were not 
in the correct alphabetical sequence. 2 biology A 
gene sequence is the order in which the BASES (= 
chemical substances) in DNA are arranged in a par- 
ticular GENE (= chemical pattern the controls the 
characteristics of living things). 


sequential © /si'kwen-tJal/ adj following a 
particular order © a sequential exposition of the 
war’s events 
sequentially @ /s1'kwen-tfa-li/ adv © It stores 
the voting records sequentially on a strip of paper. 


sequester /si'kwes-tar/ v [T] law to keep the 
people on a JURY (= group deciding a legal case) 
separate from everyone else, even from their fam- 
ilies, while deciding a case © The judge refused to 
have the jury sequestered. 


sequin /'siz-kwan/ n [C] a small, shiny metal or 
plastic disk sewn on clothes for decoration © Her 
dress sparkled with sequins. 


sequoia /st '‘kwoar-a/ n[C] an evergreen tree that 
can reach a height of more than 300 feet and 
grows in California and Oregon 


serenade /ser-a'neid/ v [T] to play music or 
sing for someone © On Saturdays, shoppers at the 
mall are serenaded with live piano music. 
serenade /,ser-a'neid/ n[C] a piece of music or 
song performed for someone, esp. outside at night 


serene /sa'riin/ adj peaceful and calm, or (of a 
person) not worried or excited © He approached the 


job with the serene confidence that he could succeed 
where others had failed. 

serenity /sa'ren-at-i/ n [U] © He wrote of the 
beauty and serenity of the great river. 


serf /s3rf/ n[C] world history a member of a low 
social class of farm workers who cannot leave the 
land where they work and who are ruled by the 
owner of the land 


sergeant /'sar-dzant/ n [C] a person in the mili- 
tary below the rank of a LIEUTENANT (= an officer 
of the lowest rank) 


serial /'sir-i:-al/ adj [not gradable] happening 
one after another in time or order © She's the li- 
brarian in charge of serial publications (= maga- 
zines, newspapers, etc., that appear at regular 
periods). 
serial /'str-is-al/ n [C] a story printed in a news- 
paper or magazine or broadcast on television or 
radio in several parts 


serial music n [U] music music that is based 
on an arrangement of the notes in the TWELVE- 
TONE SCALE 


serial number pn [C] a number ona product, 
esp. electronic or electrical goods, that is different 
from all the other product numbers, used to prove 
who it belongs to if it is stolen or damaged 


series © /'sir-i:z/n[C] p/series a number of simi- 
lar or related events or things, one following an- 
other © A series of scandals over the past year has 
not helped public confidence in the administration. 


series circuit n [C] physics an electrical CiR- 
CUIT in which electricity flows in only one path 


Serious NOT JOKING /‘sir-i:-as/ adj not joking; 
not intended to amuse © You can never tell when 
he’s serious. 
seriously /'sir-i:-a-sli/ adv © Seriously (= Without 
joking), now, did he really say that? © You're not 
seriously (= really) thinking of quitting, are you? 

NEEDING ATTENTION /'sir-i:-as/ adj needing com- 
plete attention © That’s an interesting job offer — I'd 
give it serious consideration if | were you. 
seriously /'sir-i:-a-sli/ adv © The police have to 
take crowd control seriously. 


BAD /'sir-i:-9s/ adj severe in effect; bad © Fortu- 
nately, there were no Serious injuries. 
seriously /'str-i:-a-sli/ adv © Uncooked shellfish 
can make you Seriously ill. 
seriousness /'sir-i:-a-snas/ n [U] © | don't think 
he has any idea of the seriousness of the situation. 


DETERMINED /'sir-i:-as/ adj 1 determined to follow 
a particular plan of action © Is she serious about 
moving to Nevada? © You have to start getting se- 
rious about your studies. 2 lf two people who have 
a romantic relationship are serious about each 
other, they intend to continue the relationship and 
possibly marry. 


WORD FAMILY serious 


Nouns seriousness 


Adverbs seriously 


Adjectives serious 
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sermon 


sermon /'s3r-man/ n [C] a talk on a religious or 
moral subject, esp. one given by a religious leader 
during a religious ceremony 


serpent /'s3r-pant/ n[C] a snake 


serrated /sa'reit-ad, ‘ser ,ert-/ adj having a row 
of sharp points along the edge © You need a knife 
with a serrated edge for cutting bread. 


serum /'sir-am/ n[C/U] the watery, colorless part 
of the blood, or this liquid taken from blood, used 
for medical purposes 


servant /'s3r-vant/ n [C] 1 a person who is em- 
ployed to do work for another person, esp. to work 
in another person’s home doing jobs such as cook- 
ing and cleaning 2 Servant is also used in combi- 
nation to mean someone working for the public: 
a civil/public servant 


serve HELP /s3rv/ v[I/T] 1 (esp. of a person work- 
ing in a restaurant or store) to help a customer by 
getting what someone needs or by showing or 
selling goods, or to provide food or drinks to a 
customer or guest © [T] We’ve been in the restau- 
rant for half an hour and we’re still waiting to be 
served. © [T] Breakfast is served between seven and 
nine every morning. © [I/T] We’ll be ready to serve 
(lunch) soon. 2 To serve is also to provide an area 
or group of people with something that is needed: 
[T] As long as !am your representative, | will continue 
to serve the needs of this community. 

serving /'s3r-vin/ n [C] the amount of one type 
of food given to one person © This recipe makes 
enough for four servings. 


WORK /s3rv/ v [I/T] to work for, or to carry out your 
duty © [I] He served in the US Navy for twelve years. 
© [T] If memory serves me right (= If | am remem- 
bering correctly), | was 13 at the time. 


SPEND TIME /s3rv/ v [T] to spend a period of time 
in a job or activity O He served three terms in the 
senate. 


HELP ACHIEVE /s3rv/ v [I/T] to help achieve some- 
thing, or to be useful as something © [+ to infini- 
tive] Those discussions only served to reinforce her 
fears. © [I] The sofa can serve as (= be used as) a 
bed for a couple of nights. 


HIT BALL /s3rv/ v [I/T] (in tennis and other sports) 
to hit the ball to the other player or team as a way 
of starting play 
serve /s3rv/ n[C] © He’s got a powerful serve. 


IDIOM with serve 


eit serves someone right infml someone deserves 
the punishment given © People think this game is 
so important, and it would serve them right if it was 
rained out. 


PHRASAL VERBS with serve 


eserve out something [M] to continue to work or 
hold a position for a determined period © Should 
Mr. Murphy simply serve out the rest of his contract? 
¢serve up something [M] infmi to make something 
available to people; provide © The search engine 
serves up a list of Web sites that contain the user's 


query. 


WORD FAMILY serve 


Nouns servant 
serve 
server 
service 
serviceman 
servicewoman 
servitude 
disservice 
serving 


Adjectives serviceable 
servile 


Verbs serve 


service 


server /'ssr-var/ n [C] a central computer from 
which other computers obtain information 


service HELP /'s3r-vas/ n [U] the help provided 
to a customer by someone who works in esp. a 
restaurant or store © The service in this restaurant Is 
terrible — I’ve been waiting fifteen minutes. 


WORK /'s3r-vas/ n work done or help provided, esp. 
for the public or for a person or an organization © 
[U] She was given the award for a lifetime of public 
service. O [U] The airplane had been in service (= 
used) for fifteen years. © [pl] You should have the 
services of a lawyer. 

SYSTEM /'s3r-vas/ n[C/U] 1 a system, organization, 
or business that provides for a public need, or the 
operation of such a system © [C] the diplomatic/ 
postal service O [C] medical/social services © [U] 
There is bus service to Newark Airport every twenty 
minutes. 2 A service is a business that provides 
something for people but does not produce 
goods: [U] My brother runs a car service (= business 
that rents cars with drivers). 3 The service is the 
armed forces: [U] He spent ten years in the service. 


RELIGIOUS CEREMONY /'s3r-vas/ n[C] a formal re- 
ligious ceremony 


REPAIR /'s3r-vas/ v [T] to examine a machine and 
repair any parts that are not working © /’m taking 
the car in to have it serviced this afternoon. 

EMPLOYMENT /'s3r-vas/ n[U] 1 work done for oth- 
ers, such as cleaning or repairing, caring for a 
building, or making deliveries © This building has 
five service employees including the super. 2 A ser- 
vice entrance is an entrance to a building that is 
used for deliveries. 


BALL HIT /'s3r-vas/ n [U] the act of hitting a ball to 
put it in play in tennis and some other sports 


serviceable /'ssr-va-sa-bal/ adj (of an object or 
activity) able to do the work intended © /f this fan 
is still serviceable, we could use it in the office. 


service charge n [C] an amount of money 
added to the basic price of something you buy 
which pays for a service you used when buying it 
© There is a $4 service charge added to the price of 
each ticket if you order by phone. 


serviceman /'s3r-va,smzn, -sman/ n [C] pl 
-men aman who is a member of the armed forces 


service station n [C) a business that sells gas 
for vehicles and sometimes repairs them 


servicewoman /'s3r-va,swum-an/ n [C] pl 
-women a woman who ts a member of the armed 
forces 
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serviette / s3r-vi:'et/ n [C] Can, Bra NAPKIN 


servile /'ssr-val, -vail/ adj eager to serve and 
please someone else in a way that shows a lack of 
respect for yourself © As a waiter, you want to be 
pleasant to people without appearing servile. 


servitude /'ssr-va,tu:d/ n [U] the state of being 
under the control of someone else and of having 
no freedom; the condition of a SLAVE 


sessile /'ses-ail, -al/ adj [not gradable] biology 1 
describes a leaf or flower that has no stem of its 
own but is attached directly to the main stem of 
the plant 2 Sessile also describes animals that are 
permanently attached to one spot and cannot 
move around: sessile sponges 


$e@SSiOM FORMAL MEETING /'sef-an/ na formal 
meeting of an organization, esp. of a legislature or 
law court © [C] He wanted to introduce the bill be- 
fore the present session of the state legislature ad- 
fourned. © [U] Congress is in session (= continuing 
to have meetings) until the end of the month. 

ACTIVITY /'sef-an/ n [C] 1 a period of time or a 
meeting arranged for a particular activity © The 
musicians gathered in the studio, waiting for the start 
of the recording session. 2 At a college or university, 
a session is any of the periods of time into which 
a teaching year is divided: The first summer session 
starts June 3rd. 


set GROUP /set/ n [C] 1 a group of things that 
belong together or are used together © a chess set 
© She has a strange set of symptoms. 2 mathe- 
matics A set is a group of numbers or things with 
particular characteristics: a number set 3 A set is 
also a group of people who have similar interests 
and spend time together: the golf-playing set 4 In 
tennis, a set is a group of games between the same 
competitors: The match was over quickly, four sets 
to two. 


PUT /set/ v[T always + adv/prep] pres. part. setting, 
past set 1 to put something in a particular place or 
position © Set the box on its end. © Our house is set 
back from the road. 2 If you set something down, 
you put it on a surface: [M] She set down her teacup 
and leaned forward. 3 \f you set a story in a partic- 
ular place or time, the events happen then or 
there: Banks's novel is set in the years before the Civil 
War. 
setting /'set-1n/ n [C] the surroundings or place 
in which something is put © The house has a beau- 
tiful setting overlooking the river. O The setting of the 
novel is Paris in the 1920s. 


CAUSE A CONDITION /set/ v pres. part. setting, past 
set to cause someone or something to be in a par- 
ticular condition, or to begin doing something © 
[T] He carelessly dropped a match and set the grass 
on fire. 0 [T] His remarks set me thinking. © [L] The 
wildness in her paintings is what sets them apart. © 
[+ to infinitive] With the deadline only a few weeks 
away, | set to work right away. 

ARRANGE /set/ v [T] pres. part. setting, past set to 
arrange or adjust something so it is ready to work 
or be used © I’ve set the clock to daylight savings 


time. © To get rid of mice, set a trap — or get a cat. 
O My job is to set the table before dinner (= arrange 
the plates, utensils, etc.). 

Set /set/ adj [not gradable] with everything ar- 
ranged, ready © [+ to infinitive] Katy is set to go to 
college in September. © Is everything all set for the 
party? 

setting /'set-1n/ n [C] a position of the controls 
on a machine or instrument © /f the image is dark 
or fuzzy, adjust the settings. 


ESTABLISH /set/ v [T] pres. part. setting, past set to 
establish a pattern or example to follow © Parents 
should try to set a good example. © The governor 
wants to set spending limits. 0 She set a new world 
record at the Wannamaker Games. 


BECOME FIXED /set/ v [I/T] pres. part. setting, past 
set 1 to cause something to become fixed or firm 
O [T] Have they set a date for the wedding yet? © [I] 
Glue that sets quickly makes it easier to repair things. 
© [T] The old man’s face was set in a continual scowl. 
2 If you have your hair set, you have it arranged 
while it is wet so that it will stay in a particular style 
when it is dry. 3 If a stone is set, it is fixed in a 
piece of jewelry: [T] The blue stone was set in a gold 
ring. 4 When a broken bone is set, it is kept in a 
fixed position so that it can heal. 
set /set/ adj [not gradable] 1 fixed or firm © There 
wasn’t a set time for us to get there. 2 If you are set 
on something, you have firmly decided about it: 
HMOs are good if you aren't set on one specific 
doctor. 
set /set/ n [C/U] a position or an arrangement, 
esp. of the hair or body © [U] / could tell from the 
set of his jaw that he was angry. © [C] Could you 
give my hair a set like the one in the picture in this 
magazine? 
setting /'set-1n/ n [C] the part of a piece of jew- 
elry designed to hold a stone © /t was her grand- 
mother’s ring — a single diamond in a gold setting 


PLAY BACKGROUND /set/ n [C] something built or 
put together to represent a place where the action 
happens in a play or movie © The set looks just like 
a real subway car. 
set /set/ v 

MOVE DOWN /set/ v [I] pres. part. setting, past set 
(esp. of the sun or moon) to sink in the sky until it 
cannot be seen © The sun sets with a great show of 
color. O Opposite: RISE MOVE UP 


TELEVISION /set/ n[C] a television © | walked in the 
room and turned off the set. 


IDIOMS with set 


eset foot in (some place) to enter a place © Can 
you believe she’s never set foot in a McDonald’s? © 
USAGE: Used in questions and negative sentences. 
eset something in motion to begin something © 
Newly discovered evidence set a second investigation 
in motion. 

eset in stone to be very difficult or impossible to 
change © The schedule isn’t set in stone, but we'd 
like to stick to it pretty closely. 

eset in your ways not liking change in your life © 
They're very set in their ways — they always eat din- 
ner exactly at 6:00. 
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eset your mind to something to be determined to 
do or have something © You can lose weight if you 
set your mind to it. 

eset sail to begin a trip on a ship or boat © The 
ship set sail on January 2, 1589. 

eset your sights on something to decide on a goal 
that you want to achieve or something you want 
to have © She set her sights on becoming the first 
woman president of the United States. 

eset someone straight, set the record straight to 
tell someone the true facts about a situation that 
the person had not understood © | had to set him 
straight about what really happened. © The article 
about the trial really set the record straight. 

eset your teeth on edge to annoy you very much 
© The kids screaming in the next room really set my 
teeth on edge. 

eset the stage (for something) to make it possible 
for something else to happen © The new evidence 
sets the stage for a long and interesting trial. 

eset the tone (for something) to establish a par- 
ticular mood or character for something © The gov- 
ernor’s speech set the tone for the whole conference. 
© The good financial news set an optimistic tone for 
the year. 

eset something to music to write or provide music 
for a poem, story, or other words so that it can be 
performed © The poem was set to music in 1888. 
eset up shop to establish a business © Several chain 
stores have announced that they will set up shop in 
the new mall. 


PHRASAL VERBS with set 


eset about something to begin to do or deal with 
something © After putting up the tent, she set about 
making a fire. 

eset something against something COMPARE to 
consider one thing in relation to another © He de- 
scribes the major discoveries in the field, set against 
the backdrop of how scientists work together. 

eset someone against someone/something OP- 
POSE to cause a person or group to oppose an- 
other or to be opposed to something © It’s easy to 
learn, but most people just have their minds set 
against it. O Generational differences have now set 
family members against each other. 

eset someone/something apart to show someone 
or something to be different or special © Her origi- 
nal ideas set her apart from other students. 

eset aside something SAVE [M] to save for a par- 
ticular purpose © He sets aside some time every day 
to read to his children. Oo After melting the chocolate, 
set it aside and beat the eggs. 

eset aside something IGNORE [M] 1 to decide not 
to consider something © We need to set aside our 
differences and begin to cooperate. 2 To set aside a 
legal decision or a judgment is to state that it is no 
longer in effect: The court of appeals set aside his 
conviction. 

eset back someone/something DELAY [M] to delay 
or stop the progress of someone or something © 
Then | needed a second operation, which really set 
me back. O Related noun: SETBACK 

eset someone back (something) COST infmi to cost 
someone an amount of money © Our vacation set 
us back over $3000. 


eset down something [M] to write or print words, 
ideas, or information © It’s often a lot of work to set 
your thoughts down on paper. 

eset forth something [M] fmi to explain ideas, or 
make rules or suggestions © She set forth her views 
in “The Art of Making Dance.” © The board set forth 
the conditions for her release. 

eset in to begin © /f the wound is untreated, infec- 
tion may set in. © In winter, darkness sets in so early! 
© USAGE: said about conditions or situations that 
last for a period of time 

eset off BEGIN TRIP to start on a trip © What time 
do we set off tomorrow? 

eset off something CAUSE [M] , set to cause a de- 
vice to explode or a signal to start © | accidentally 
set the alarm off. 

eset someone off MAKE ANGRY [M] to make 
someone angry or upset © Two things set them off 
— fear of losing their jobs or feeling constantly 
picked on. 

eset someone/something on someone to cause 
someone or something to attack someone © The 
security guards set their dogs on the intruders. 

eset out START ACTION to begin to carry out a 
plan of action © So many young people set out to 
change the world. 

eset out something GIVE DETAILS [M] to give the 
details of or explain something, esp. in writing © 
Your contract sets out the terms and conditions of 
your employment. 

eset out something ARRANGE [M] to arrange or 
prepare something for others to see or use O The 
market was filled with fresh vegetables set out on 
tables. 

eset up something/someone ESTABLISH [M] 1 to 
establish or create something © I'd be willing to set 
up a seminar if | thought people would come. 0 We 
were so impressed that we set up a second interview 
for him. 2 \f you set someone up, you establish 
someone on a particular path through life esp. by 
paying for something or supplying money: His fa- 
ther set him up in the family business. 0 Thomson set 
himself up in an off-campus lab so he could do the 
research. O Related noun: SETUP SITUATION 

eset up something PREPARE [M] to prepare or ar- 
range something for use © We have a little area set 
up for serving food. © Related noun: SETUP AR- 
RANGEMENT 

eset up someone DECEIVE [M] to create the ap- 
pearance that someone has done something 
wrong, or to trick someone © The documents sup- 
port his claim that he was set up and wasn’t any- 
where near there that night. © Related noun: SETUP 
TRICK 


setback /'set bzk/ n[C] something that causes 
delay or stops progress © Democrats suffered a se- 
rious setback in yesterday’s election, losing all three 
contested seats. O Related verb: SET BACK DELAY 


setter /'set-ar/ n[C] a type of dog with long hair, 
sometimes trained to help people who hunt find 
birds or animals 


settle MAKE COMFORTABLE /'set-°I/ v [always + 
adv/prep] to get or to become comfortable © [7] 


z bat | a hot | ai bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


seventy 


Campbell settled herself in front of a blazing fire. © 
[I] He settled back in his chair and took out a book. 
settled /'set-ld/ adj © Although | lived there for 
over a year, | never really felt settled in that 
apartment. 


AGREE /'set-®l/ v [I/T] 1 to reach a decision or an 
agreement about something, or to end a disagree- 
ment © [T] Rogers paid $2 million to settle the law- 
suit. 0 [T] Americans turn to a dictionary to settle 
questions of language. © [|] Negotiators are hopeful 
the two sides will settle. 2 If you settle out of court, 
you reach an agreement in a legal case without 
holding a trial in court. © The defendant agreed to 
settle out of court. 
settlement /'set:l-mant/ n[C] 1 Both sides are 
working to negotiate a peace settlement. 2 A settle- 
ment is also an arrangement, often with payment 
of money, to end a legal disagreement without 
taking it to court. 

PAY /'set-®l/ v [T] to pay money owed © He sold his 
photographs to settle some old debts. 
settlement /'set-@l-mant/ n [C/U] © [U] We en- 
Close a check in settlement (= as payment) of your 
claim. 

LIVE /'set-®l/ v [I/T] to live in a place or to go some- 
where to live, esp. permanently © [I] After they got 
married, they settled in Virginia. © [T] Immigrants 
settled this island two hundred years ago. © [I] (fig.) 
An early-evening glow settles on the city (= the city 
has begun to glow). 
settled /'set-@ld/ adj © After living in several coun- 
tries, we're now enjoying a more settled life. 
settlement /'set-l-mant/ n [C/U] © [C] Perma- 
nent European settlements were established here in 
the 1830s. 0 [U] Early settlement developed around 
a copper mine. 
settler /'set-lar, 'set-@l-ar/ n [C] © The first settlers 
of this area were Germans. 


MOVE LOWER /'set-®l/ v [I] to move to a lower level 
and stay there; drop © Dust can settle into the wet 
paint and spoil the finish. 0 Unused farm machinery 
settled in high weeds behind the house. 


IDIOMS with settle 


esettle your nerves to make yourself feel calmer © 
After the accident, he went for a walk to try to settle 
his nerves. : 

esettle your stomach to make you feel less sick © 
Drink this tea, itll help to settle your stomach. 
settle the score, settle a score do something to 
someone because that person did something 
harmful or insulting to you in the past © After being 
embarrassed in front of the class, Dan was deter- 
mined to settle the score. 


PHRASAL VERBS with settle 


esettle down 1 to become quieter © OK, every- 
body, settle down. 2 Someone who settles down 
accepts responsibilities and lives a calmer life: He 
settled down after he married Vicki. 

esettle down to something to give all of your at- 
tention to something you are doing © When the 
work was done, we settled down to a home-cooked 
meal. 


settle for something to agree to or accept some- 
thing, although it is not what you want © They were 
hoping to sell their car for $2000 but settled for 
$1500. 

esettle in to arrange yourself and the things you 
own so you feel more comfortable in a new place 
© Once we've settled in, you'll have to come for 
dinner. 

esettle into somewhere/something to become 
comfortable in a place or doing an activity © Stu- 
dents settled into their desks and took out their note- 
books. © After moving frequently during his first 14 
years, he settled into a normal high school life. 
esettle on something to make a final decision 
about something, or to agree to accept something 
© Have you settled on a name for the baby yet? 0 
We wanted to buy a house, but at these prices we 
had to settle on an apartment. 

e settle up to pay all of an amount you owe 0 I’ve 
finished eating — just let me settle up and we can go. 


setup ARRANGEMENT /'‘set:ap/ n [C/U] an ar- 
rangement of things that allows something to 
happen, or the process that prepares this arrange- 
ment © [C] The novel’s setup smacks of stereotype, 
but its heroine has a strong voice and a spine of steel. 
O [U] This television’s excellent on-screen display 
make setup a breeze. O Related verb: SET UP PREPARE 


SITUATION /'‘set-ap/ n[C] a situation that has been 
arranged for some purpose © He’s in the sign busi- 
ness and has a nice setup with that. O Related verb: 
SET UP ESTABLISH 


TRICK /'set-ap/ n[C] an action that deceives some- 
one in order to profit or get an advantage © His 
family claims the trial was a setup from beginning to 
end. © Related verb: SET UP DECEIVE 


seven /'sev-an/ number 1 7 | have seven sisters. 
O a seven-week course 2 Seven can also mean seven 
o'clock. 
seventh /'sev-an@/ adj, adv, n [C] 1 Our team 
came in seventh. © [C] It’s the seventh of May today. 
2 A seventh is one of seven equal parts of 
something. 


IDIOM with seven 


ein seventh heaven extremely happy © Since they 
got married, they're in seventh heaven. 


seventeen / sev: an'ti:n/ number 17 © It is sev- 
enteen days until my birthday. © a seventeen-story 
building 
seventeenth / sev-®n 'ti:n@/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 the 
seventeenth century © [C] Her birthday is on the sev- 
enteenth. 2 A seventeenth is one of 17 equal parts 
of something. 


Seventh-Day Adventist n [C] a member 
of a Christian religious group that has Saturday as 
its day of worship 


seventy /'sev-en-ti, -di/ number 70 © Grandpa 
turned seventy last week. O a seventy-room hotel 
seventies, 70s, 70's /'sev:®n-tiz, -diz/ pln 1 the 
numbers 70 to 79 O The temperature was in the 
seventies (= between 70° and 79°). © Ginny must 
be in her seventies (= between 70 and 79 years old). 
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2 The seventies are the years between 1970 and 
O74 

seventieth /'sev-®n-ti:- 38, -di:-/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 
Today is his seventieth birthday. 2 A seventieth is 
one of 70 equal parts of something. 


sever /'sev-ar/ v [T] to separate or break some- 
thing, esp. by cutting © He severed a finger in the 
accident. © An explosion severed the plane’s hydrau- 
lic systems. © The US severed diplomatic relations 
with Cuba in 1967. 


several /'sev-ral, -a-ral/ adj [not gradable] (of an 
amount or number) more than two and fewer 
than many; some © I’ve seen “Star Wars” several 
times. 

several /'sev-ral, -a:ral/ pronoun © Several (= 
some of the people) in the building have com- 
plained about the fumes. 


severance /'sev-a-rans/ n[U] money paid by an 
employer to an employee ordered to give up a job 
© a severance package © severance pay © The com- 
pany offered severance to everyone who was let go. 


severe VERY SERIOUS /sa'vir/ adj causing great 
pain, difficulty, damage, etc.; very serious O a Se- 
vere earthquake © The family faced severe challenges 
when he lost his job. 
severely /sa'vir-li/ adv O Several people were se- 
verely injured in the accident. 
severity /sa'ver-at-i/ n [U] © You can’t imagine 
the severity of the heat here during the summer. 
NOT KIND /sa'vir/ adj not kind or sympathetic; 
HARSH © severe criticism 
severely /sa'vir-li/ adv © The teacher spoke se- 
verely to the noisy children. 
severity /sa'ver-at-i/ n [U] © The severity of her 
comments surprised everyone. 


SEW /sou/ v [I/T] past simp. sewed, past part. sewn, 
sewed to join together pieces of cloth by putting 
thread through it with a needle © [I] Do you like to 
sew? O [T] She sewed her outfit by hand. ° [M] 
Would you sew on these buttons? 0 [M] | had to sew 
up (= repair) a hole in my jeans. 
sewing /'sou-in/ n[U] 1 / have some sewing | need 
to finish. 2 A sewing circle is a group, usually of 
women, that meets regularly to sew. 


PHRASAL VERB with sew 


esew up something [M] infml to complete an ar- 
rangement or event successfully or control it com- 
pletely © The basketball team sewed up the 
championship this week with their ninth consecutive 
win. 


sewer /'su:-ar, sur/ n [C] an artificial passage or 
pipe, usually underground, that carries waste and 
used water from sinks and toilets away from build- 
ings to a place where they can be safely gotten rid 
of © The county is putting in new sewers. 
sewage /'su:-1d3/ n [U] waste and liquid from 
toilets © The storm caused raw sewage to flow into 
the bay. 


sewing machine n [C] a machine you use to 
sew pieces of cloth together 


SeX © MALE OR FEMALE /seks/ n [C/U] the state 
of being either male or female, or all males or all 
females considered as a group; GENDER © [C] List 
the name, age, and sex of each of your children. © 
[U] Employment discrimination on the basis of sex is 
illegal. © Related adjective: SEXUAL BEING MALE OR 
FEMALE 
sexism @ /'seks1z-am/ n [UJ] actions based on 
a belief that particular jobs and activities are suit- 
able only for women and others are suitable only 
for men © Sexism continues to keep girls out of 
plumbing, electrical, and construction trades. 
sexist /'sek-sast/ adj © sexist stereotypes O a Sexist 
joke 
sexist /'sek-sast/ n [C] © The girls said | was a 
sexist. 

ACTIVITY /seks/ n [U] the activity of sexual 
INTERCOURSE 
sexy /'sek-si/ adj 1 attractive in a physical way © 
a sexy movie star 2 Sexy also means interesting and 
exciting: a sexy job/car 


sex appeal n [U] the quality of being physically 
attractive 


sex chromosome n [C] biology a CHRO- 
MOSOME (= structure in living cells) that controls 
what sex an organism will be 


sex education n [U] a school course about 
sexual reproduction and sexual feelings 


sex symbol n[C] someone whom many people 
find physically attractive or exciting 


sexual © MALE ORFEMALE /'sek-[a-wal/ adj 
connected with being male or female © the sexual 
characteristics of butterflies © He’s always believed 
in sexual equality. © Related noun: SEX MALE OR 
FEMALE 


ACTIVITY /'sek- fa-wal/ adj connected with the ac- 
tivity of sex 
sexually © /'sek- fa-wa-li/ adv © The research fo- 
cused on sexually mature birds. © Three women in 
the neighborhood were sexually assaulted. 
sexuality @ / sek: fa'wal-at-i/ n [U] attitudes 
and activities relating to sex O human sexuality 

sexual harassment n [U] unwanted or of- 
fensive sexual attention, suggestions, or talk, esp. 
from an employer or other person in a higher 
position 

sexually transmitted disease, abprevia- 


tion STD n[C] any disease that infects people dur- 
ing sexual activity 


sexual orientation, sexual preference n[U] 
the tendency to have feelings of physical attraction 
for a person of the opposite or the same sex 


sexual reproduction n [U] biology the 
method of producing plants, animals, and people 
in which a male seed or SPERM cell and a female 
egg join O Compare ASEXUAL REPRODUCTION 


sh /{/ exclamation SHH 


shabby BAD CONDITION /'Jzb-i/ adj looking 
old and in bad condition because of wear or lack 
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shake 


of care © The man wore a long, shabby coat. © We 
parked near Bobby’s shabby trailer. 

shabbily /'Jaeb-a-li/ adv © A shabbily dressed man 
lay sleeping in the park. 

NOT FAIR /'jzb-i/ adj not fair or showing respect; 
unacceptable © Her salary is $305,000 this year — 
not too shabby (= very generous). 
shabbily /'Jab-a-li/ adv © Lawsuits arise when 
people feel that they were treated shabbily. 


shack /jeek/ n[C] a simple, small building © The 
family lived in a one-room shack. 


shackle /' jzk-al/ n[C usually pl] one of a pair of 
metal rings connected by a chain and fastened to 
a person’s wrists or the bottoms of the legs to pre- 
vent the person from escaping © The prisoner was 
led away in shackles. 
shackle /'faek-al/ v [T] © The convicts were shack- 
led and led onto the bus. © (fig.) She was no longer 
shackled by her memories (= they did not prevent 
her from doing what she wanted to do). 


shade DARKNESS /jeid/ n [C/U] 1 darkness and 
cooler temperatures caused by something block- 
ing the direct light from the sun © [U] The truck 
was parked in the shade. 2 A shade is a covering 
that is put over a light to make it less bright: [C] 
The lamps had matching shades. 3 A shade is also 
a cover, usually attached at the top of a window, 
that can be pulled over a window to block the light 
or to keep people from looking in. 
shade /Jeid/ v [T] © She shaded her eyes with her 
hand. © The backyard is shaded by tall oaks. 
shady /'Jerd-i/ adj © It’s nice and shady in front of 
the house. © See also: SHADY 
shades p/n infml SUNGLASSES 

DEGREE /Jeid/ n[C] 1 art a degree of darkness of 
a color O He painted the room a beautiful shade of 
red. 2 A shade can also mean one type among 
several: Simple yes-or-no questions can't reveal all 
shades of opinion. 

shade /feid/ v [I/T] © [T] Students shade (= 
darken) the ovals on multiple-choice tests. © [I] Use 
adjectives to shade in the mood of your sentences. 


IDIOM with shade 


ea shade slightly © He weighs a shade under 300 
pounds. 


shadow DARKNESS /'jzd-ou/ n [C/U] an area 
of darkness caused when light is blocked by some- 
thing, usually in a shape similar to the object that 
is blocking the light o [C] Chloe kept jumping on 
Tyler's shadow. © [U] This corner of the room is al- 
ways in shadow. © [C] He was standing in the shad- 
ows (= a dark area). > Picture: eclipse 
shadowy /'feed-a-wi/ adj 1 causing or covered 
by shadows © Orchids hung from shadowy trees. 2 
Shadowy can also mean mysterious: These crimi- 
nals have built a shadowy network of hard-to-trace 
bank accounts. 

SMALL AMOUNT /'Jzed-ou/ n[C] a small amount © 
He saw a shadow of malice in her dark eyes. © Are 
you convinced beyond a shadow of a doubt? 

FOLLOW /'Jzed-ou/ v[T] to follow someone closely 
© Matsuoka was shadowed by a security officer. 


WORD FAMILY shadow 
Nouns 


Verbs shadow 
overshadow 


shadow 


Adjectives shadowy 


IDIOMS with shadow 


ea shadow of your former self, a shadow of its 
former self someone or something that is not as 
strong, powerful, or useful as it once was © Since 
her accident, she’s become a shadow of her former 
self. 

ein the shadow of someone receiving little atten- 
tion because someone else is better known or 
more skillful © DeMarco plays a lawyer living in the 
shadow of a famous father. 


shadowboxing /'jzd-ou ,bak-sin/ n [U] the 
exercise of boxing without a partner by hitting at 
the air with your hands as if another person were 
boxing with you 


shady /Jeid-i/ adj dishonest or illegal © They’d 
been involved in shady real estate deals. © He has a 
shady reputation. © See also: SHADY at SHADE 
DARKNESS 


shaft POLE /jzft/ n [C] 1a long pole or rod o 
Energy from the wheels turns the shafts and produces 
electricity. © The feathers at the end of the arrow’s 
shaft help it travel in a straight line. © Sliced beef was 
curled around a scallion shaft, then fried. 2 A shaft 
of light is a single beam. 


PASSAGE /feeft/ n[C] along vertical or sloping pas- 
sage through a building or through the ground © 
a mine shaft © an elevator shaft 0 The window looks 
out on an air shaft. 


UNFAIR TREATMENT / jzeft/ n[U] slang bad or unfair 
treatment © Corporations pay almost nothing while 
taxpayers get the shaft. 


shaggy /' fzg-i/ adj having or covered with long, 
messy hair, or (of hair) long and messy © a large, 
shaggy dog © His gray hair was shaggy. 


shaggy-dog story n [C] a long story that is 
intended to be amusing and that has an intention- 
ally silly or meaningless ending 


shake MOVE /fetk/ v [1/T] past simp. shook, past 
part. Shaken 1 to move something backward and 
forward or up and down in quick, short move- 
ments © [T] Shake the can. © [T] She shook Dana 
gently. © [T] Cory shook some powdered sugar on 
her French toast. O[l] The explosion made the ground 
shake. © [M] Lily shook her long hair out (= moved 
her hair to make it fall loosely around her shoul- 
ders). 0 [M] She shook out the tablecloth (= shook 
it so anything on it fell off). 2 If you or part of your 
body shakes, you make quick, short movements, 
or you feel as if you are doing this, because you 
are cold, frightened, or upset: [I] She was soaking 
wet and shaking when she when she finally got 
home. © [I] Her hands shook as she opened the letter. 
3 If someone's voice shakes, its sound frequently 
changes because of fear or other emotions. 4 If 
you shake your fist, you hold your hand up with 
your fingers and thumb closed and move it back- 
ward and forward to show you are angry: They 
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stood at the gate, shaking their fists and shouting. 5 
lf two people shake hands, they greet or say good- 
bye by briefly joining hands and moving them 
slightly up and down: We shook hands and left. 6 
If you shake your head, you move it from side to 
side to say “no” or show disagreement, sympathy, 
sadness, or that you do not believe something: 
Frank shook his head in disbelief. 0 My dad shook his 
head, “No, you can’t go.” 

shake /Jferk/ n [C] 1 Give the bottle a shake. © 
Maria answered no with a shake of her head. 2 infm! 
A shake is a MILKSHAKE. 3 infmi/ The shakes is a con- 
dition in which most or all of your body moves 
slightly from cold, fear, or illness: Just thinking 
about the upcoming interview gave him the shakes. 
shaker /'Jer-kar/ n [C] 1 a container with holes 
in its lid from which spices and other powders can 
be shaken onto food © a salt/pepper shaker 2 A 
shaker is also a container with a tight-fitting lid in 
which liquids can be mixed together by moving 
the container quickly. 

shaky /'fer-ki/ adj © His hands were shaky. © She 
spoke in a shaky voice. 


UPSET /fetk/ v[T] past simp. shook, past part. shaken 
to cause someone to feel upset and troubled 0 
Juanita was shaken and tried not to cry. O The in- 
structor was shaken by the angry e-mails she 
received. 

shaky /'Jer-ki/ adj © This was my fourth time in a 
plane, but | still felt shaky. 

WEAKEN /Jeik/ v [T] past simp. shook, past part. 
shaken to make someone’s beliefs less certain or 
strong; to weaken © Nothing shook her conviction 
that there was no substitute for hard work. O The 
defense failed to shake Powell’s testimony. 
shaky /'Jer-ki/ adj 1 It was a shaky marriage from 
the start. O The building’s foundations are pretty 
shaky. 2 Shaky also means uncertain: The agree- 
ment is still shaky and hasn’t been approved yet. 3 
Someone whose performance is shaky is not per- 
forming well: After a shaky start, the team started 
moving the ball and communicating. 

GET RID OF /Jerk/ v [T] past simp. shook, past part. 
shaken to get rid of something, or escape from 
something © He couldn't shake the feeling that Tony 
had another motive. © I’ve had this cold all week and 
just can’t seem to shake it. 


WORD FAMILY shake 


shake 
shaker 


Verbs shake 
Adverbs _ shakily 


Nouns 


Adjectives shaky 


IDIOMS with shake 


eon shaky ground likely to fail O At least one fac- 
tory is on shaky ground, and the town expects more 
to shut down. 

e shake a leg to hurry © Better shake a leg, we leave 
in ten minutes. 


PHRASAL VERBS with shake 


eshake down someone [M] infmi to get money 
from someone by using threats © They tried to 


shake him down for five bucks. © Related noun: 
SHAKEDOWN 

eshake off something [M] to get rid of something 
bad © The team is trying to shake off its early-season 
losses and start winning again. 

eshake something up CAUSE CHANGE [M] to 
cause changes to something, esp. in order to make 
improvements © He’s running for senator as an out- 
sider who will shake things up. © Related noun: 
SHAKEUP 

eshake someone up UPSET [M] to upset someone 
O It really shook Gerry up when his best friend moved 
away. 


shakedown /'fetk-daun/ n [C] infm/ the act of 
getting money from someone by using threats © 
Her lawyers say the suit is a shakedown, an attempt 
to get her to pay them off. O Related verb: SHAKE 
DOWN 


shaken /'Jei-kan/ past participle of SHAKE 


shakeup /'fer-kap/ n[C] a new arrangement of 
something, esp. people’s jobs, that is intended to 
be an improvement © CBS announced a shakeup of 
its Friday night TV schedule. O Related verb: SHAKE 
UP CAUSE CHANGE 


shale /jJeil/ n [U] earth science a type of rock 
consisting of solid material that has been pressed 
into thin layers 


shall / Jz, fal/ modal verb fml used when referring 
to the future instead of “will,” esp. in questions © 
Shall we go? © (law) Nothing in this letter shall be 
construed as a license to use our property. O USAGE: 
In the past, as taught in schools, the future tense 
in English was formed with “shall” in the first per- 
son — /| shall go, we shall go - and “will” in the 
second and third persons — you will go, Mary will 
go, they will go. In modern American English, “will” 
is commonly used in speech and writing for all 
three persons — / will go, etc. “Shall” is used mainly 
in formal situations with the first person — We shall 
be pleased to accept your invitation — and in legal 
documents. 


shallow NOT DEEP /'Jzl-ou/ adj [-er/-est only] 
having only a short distance from the top to the 
bottom © shallow water © Transfer the tofu and 
broccoli to a shallow bowl. 


NOT SERIOUS /' fzel-0u/ adj [-er/-est only] not show- 
ing serious or careful thought or real understand- 
ing © Reviewers called the book lightweight, shallow, 
and simplistic. 


sham /Jzm/ n[C usually sing] someone or some- 
thing that is falsely represented, esp. as being im- 
portant or powerful © / thought the meeting was a 
total sham and a waste of time. 
sham /Jzm/ adj [not gradable] pretended; not 
real O a sham battle 


shambles /' szem-balz/ n [U] 1 a place or situa- 
tion that is in a state of confusion or disorder © The 
morning after the party, the house was a complete 
shambles. © The strike-shortened basketball season 
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was a shambles. 2 Shambles is also a messy or con- 
fused state: The candidate claimed that the econ- 
omy was in (a) shambles. 


shame GUILT /ferm/ n [U] an uncomfortable 
feeling of guilt or of being ashamed because of 
your own or someone else’s bad behavior © He 
pointed out that society needed to restore a sense of 
shame about certain things. 
shame /ferm/ v [T] © My aunt told us that in her 
day women who weren’t married by the age of 25 
were considered “old maids” and were so shamed by 
their families that they would do anything to get 
married. 
shameful /'ferm-fal/ adj causing you to feel 
guilty or ashamed, or being a cause for feeling 
ashamed © [+ that clause] /t’s shameful that his own 
country did not fully appreciate his talent until it was 
recognized abroad. 
shameless /'ferm-las/ adj 1 being something 
you should be ashamed of © /t was a shameless 
display of cowardice. 2 Shameless also means done 
without worrying about whether your actions are 
right or wrong: When the senator wanted some- 
thing from a colleague, he first resorted to shameless 
flattery. © shameless manipulation of the press 
shamelessly /'ferm-la-sli/ adv 


MISFORTUNE /feim/ n [U] an unlucky or disap- 
pointing situation © What a shame that they left just 
before we arrived. © [+ to infinitive] Have some more 
vegetables — it would be a shame to waste them. 


WORD FAMILY shame 


Nouns shame Verbs shame 


Adverbs shamefully 
shamelessly 


ashamed 
shameful 
shameless 


Adjectives 


IDIOM with shame 


e shame on you you should feel ashamed of what 
you have done © / can't believe you lied to her - 
shame on you! 


shampoo /jzem 'pu:/ n [C/U] pi shampoos 1 a 
liquid soap used for washing the hair, or the act of 
washing the hair with this liquid © [U] a bottle of 
shampoo © [C] The dog needs a shampoo. 2 A 
shampoo is also a liquid used to clean certain thick 
materials: [C] a rug shampoo 
shampoo /fzem'pu:/ v [T] shampoos, pres. part. 
shampooing, past shampooed © He took a shower 
and shampooed his hair. 


shamrock /'{zm-rak/ n [C] a plant with three 
round leaves on each stem, known as the plant 
that represents Ireland 


shanty /' feent-i/ n [C] a small, badly built house, 
usually made from pieces of wood, metal, or card- 
board, in which poor people live © He lived in a 
little shanty in the desert, miles from anything else. 


shantytown /'Jent-i: taun/ n[C] an area in or 
near a city in which poor people live in small, badly 
built houses 


shape APPEARANCE /Jeip/ n [C/U] 1 the partic- 
ular way something looks as a whole © [U] Our 


table is oval in shape. © [C] The birthday cake for 
Luis was in the shape of a heart. © [U] These old 
sweatpants are all stretched out of shape (= 
changed from their original form). 2 art A shape 
is also an arrangement that is formed by joining 
lines together in a particular way: [C] A triangle is 
a shape with three sides. > Picture: geometry; 
solid; triangle 3 A shape is also a person or object 
that you cannot see clearly because it is too dark, 
or because the person or object is too far away. 
shape /ferp/ v[T] to make something look a par- 
ticular way © Shape the dough into balls. 

-shaped /ferpt/ adj © an L-shaped room © heart- 
shaped leaves 

shapeless /'serp-las/ adj disapproving (of an ob- 
ject) not having an appearance that you consider 
clear, pleasing, or correct © Summer and winter she 
wore the same array of faded gingham dresses and 
shapeless sweaters. 

shapely /'fer-pli/ adj approving having an attrac- 
tive appearance © Businesswomen are wearing 
shapely suits. 


FORM /ferp/ v [T] to cause something to have a 
particular character or nature; form © We’re worried 
that they will try to shape the issue in a way that 
doesn’t reflect what’s really going on. © He had a 
major influence in shaping the government’s eco- 
nomic policies. 
shape /feip/ n [U] the way something is orga- 
nized; the general character or nature of some- 
thing © The governor’s new program is finally 
beginning to take shape (= become better 
organized). 

CONDITION /ferp/ n [U] 1 (of a thing) condition, 
or (of a person) state of health © The city’s finances 
are in bad shape. © | keep myself in good shape by 
running five miles a day. 2 Shape can also mean 
good physical condition: He’s in/out of shape (= in 
good/not in good condition). © / try to stay in 
shape. 


WORD FAMILY shape 


Adjectives -shaped 
shapeless 
shapely 


Nouns shape 
Verbs 


shape 


PHRASAL VERBS with shape 


eshape up DEVELOP to develop ° It’s shaping up 
to be a fierce battle for the leadership of Congress. 
eshape up IMPROVE to improve your behavior or 
performance © The coach told him to shape up and 
start practicing more. 


shard /sard/ n[C] a sharp broken piece of a hard 
substance © shards of glass/metal/pottery 


share PART /Jer, fzer/ n [C] one of the parts into 
which something has been divided © The total bill 
comes to $200, so our share is $40. 0 She’s not doing 
her fair share of the work. 
share /fer, feer/ v[I/T] to divide or use something 
with others © [T] Why don’t we share the salad? © 
[I/T] All the employees in the company share (in) the 
profits. © [T] She shares an office with Anne. © [T] 
It’s a long trip — why don’t we share the driving(= 
each do some of it)? © [T] Our whole family shares 
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an interest in hiking (= We all like it). o [T] / have 
an idea I'd like to share with you (= tell you). 


PART OWNERSHIP /Jer, fzer/ n[C] one of the equal 
parts into which the ownership of a company is 
divided 0 She owns 2000 shares of General Electric. 


sharecropper /'‘Jer,krap-ar, ‘feer-/ n [C] US 
history a member of a low social class of farm 
workers who receive a share of the value of the 
crop and who must pay the farm owner for seed, 
tools, food, and a place to live 


shareholder /' fer houl-dar, 'faer-/ n[C] some- 
one who owns SHARES in a company 


shark /sark/ n [C] 1 a type of large fish that has 
rows of sharp teeth 2 infmi A shark is also a person 
who cheats other people, esp. if they seem trust- 
ing: a loan shark 


sharp ABLE TO CUT /Jarp/ adj [-er/-est only] hav- 
ing a thin edge or point that can cut something © 
a sharp blade/knife © She put a sharp point on the 
pencil. 
sharpen /'far-pan/ v [T] © We just had these 
knives/scissors sharpened. © He sharpened his pencil 
(= made the end used for writing come to a point). 
O See also: SHARPEN ; SHARPEN at SHARP CLEAR 
sharpener /'far-pa-nar/ n[C] a device or tool for 
making something sharper, esp. pencils or knives 
© a pencil sharpener 
sharpness /'farp-nas/ n [U] 

SUDDEN /farp/ adj [-er/-est only] sudden and im- 
mediately noticeable © a sharp drop in temperature 
© a sharp increase in prices © There’s a sharp curve 
in the road up ahead. 
sharply /'far-pli/ adv © Interest rates rose sharply 
last month. 
sharpness /'farp-nas/ n [U] 

STRONGLY FELT /farp/ adj [-er/-est only] strongly 
felt O As he leaned over, he felt a sudden, sharp pain 
in his lower back. © This sauce is pretty sharp (= It 
has a strong taste). 
sharply /'far-pli/ adv © The movie is sharply funny 
in these scenes. 

SEVERE /farp/ adj [-er/-est only] intended to be 
strong enough to be felt as painful © The candidate 
delivered a sharp attack on her opponent’s voting 
record. O Leonard has a sharp tongue (= often 
speaks in a severe and critical way). 
sharply /‘Jar-pli/ adv © The current government 
has sharply criticized the court. 


CLEAR /Jarp/ adj [-er/-est only] easy to see or un- 
derstand; clear 0 High-definition television produces 
a very sharp picture. © Sales this month were up, in 
sharp contrast to the dismal sales of the last few 
months. 
sharpen /'far-pan/ v [T] to make something 
clearer © Turn the knob to sharpen the focus of the 
slide projector. © See also: SHARPEN; SHARPEN at 
SHARP ABLE TO CUT 
sharply /'Jar-pli/ adv © We have sharply differing 
views on this issue. 
sharpness /'farp-nas/ n [U] 

QUICK /farp/ adj [-er/-est only] able to understand 
or see quickly and easily © She has a really sharp 
mind and a great sense of humor. 


FASHIONABLE / farp/ adj [-er/-est only] infmifashion- 
able © a sharp dresser 
MUSIC /Jarp/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] music higher 
in PITCH than a particular or the correct note © 
Compare FLAT MUSIC 
sharp n[C] music a mark in written music show- 
ing that a note should be played a HALF STEP 
higher > Picture: notation 
EXACTLY /farp/ adv [not gradable] exactly at the 
stated time © The tour bus will leave at 8:30 a.m. 
sharp. 


WORD FAMILY sharp 


Nouns sharpener Verbs sharpen 


sharpness 


Adverbs sharp 
sharply 


Adjectives sharp 


sharpen /' Jar-pan/ v [T] to make stronger or im- 
prove © The dollar’s decline in value sharpened fears 
of another recession. © I’m taking a course that 
should help me sharpen my computer skills. 0 See 
also: SHARPEN at SHARP ABLE TO CUT; SHARPEN at 
SHARP CLEAR 


shatter /'szt-ar/ v [I/T] 1 to break suddenly or 
cause something to break suddenly into small 
pieces © [T] The earthquake shattered all the win- 
dows in the building. 2 fig. To shatter can also mean 
to end or damage: [T] The defeat shattered her 
confidence. 


shave /ferv/ v[I/T] 1 to remove hair from the face 
or body by cutting it close to the skin with a RAZOR 
(= a device with a blade) © [T] He shaved his face. 
© [I] He carefully shaved around the cut on his cheek. 
Oo [M] | was amazed to see he had shaved off his 
beard. 2 \f you shave an amount off or from an 
object or surface, you cut a thin layer from it: [M] 
She shaved about an eighth of an inch off the door, 
and now it closes. 
shave /ferv/ n [C] © After three days of camping, 
he needed a good shave. 
shaver /'fer-var/ n [C] a device, esp. an electric 
one, used to shave 0 Compare RAZOR 


shawl /f9:1/ n[C] a large piece of cloth worn esp. 
by women or girls over their shoulders or head 


she /fi:/ pronoun female 1 the female being spoken 
about, who has already been mentioned © | asked 
Barb if she’d lend me some money, but she said no. 
© She’s such a cute dog! 2 She is sometimes used 
instead of “it” to refer to something, such as a 
country, vehicle, or ship, that has already been 
mentioned: Look at my new car — isn’t she a beauty? 
she /fi:/ n[C] female © The kitten is a she, not a he. 


sheaf /fi:f/ n [C] p! sheaves a number of things 
held or tied together © A sheaf of papers lay on her 
desk. © Sheaves of dry corn stalks leaned against the 
fence. 


shear CUT /sir/ v [T] past simp. sheared, past part. 
sheared, shorn to cut off the hair of an animal or 
a person © The barber sheared Jim’s hair, just like 
you‘d shear a sheep. 

MOVEMENT /fir/ n[U] earth science movement in 
the PLATES LAYER in the surface of the earth that 
causes them to change shape or break 
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shelves 


shears /{irz/ p/n large SCISSORS (= cutting tool), 
or a similar tool for cutting © kitchen shears © prun- 
ing shears for the garden 


sheath /ji:6/ n [C] a close-fitting covering © The 
cable is a copper wire with a heavy plastic sheath. 
sheathe /Ji:3/ v [T] to put something, esp. a 
knife, in its cover 


sheaves /{i:vz/ pi of SHEAF 


shed BUILDING /Jed/ n[C] a small building usu- 
ally used for storage or shelter © The lawn mower 
is kept in the shed. 

GET RID OF /fed/ v [T] pres. part. shedding, past 
shed to get rid of something © As the day warmed 
up, she shed her sweater. 

FALL OFF /Jed/ v [I/T] to lose hair, leaves, or skin, 
or to cause hair, skin, or leaves to drop © [I] My cat 
shed all over the couch. © [T] By November, the trees 
had shed their leaves. 

FLOW /Jed/ v[T] to make blood or tears flow © He 
didn’t shed one tear when his old car was stolen. 

SPREAD /Jfed/ v[T] pres. part. shedding, past shed to 
spread light © A single bulb shed a harsh light on 
the table. 


IDIOM with shed 


eshed light on something to help to explain a sit- 
uation © Experts hope the plane’s flight recorders will 
shed light on the cause of the crash. 


she'd /fi:d/ contraction of she had or she would 
O She'd (= She had) already left. 0 | think she’d (= 
she would) like to go to the dance with you. 


sheen /fi:n/ n [U] a smooth shine or brightness 
© The polished floor had a beautiful sheen to it. 


sheep /fi:p/ n [C] pi sheep a farm animal with 
thick curly hair that eats grass and is kept for its 
wool, skin, and meat © Compare LAMB; MUTTON; 
RAM 


sheepish / fi:-p1/ adj embarrassed because you 
realize you have done something wrong or silly © 
a sheepish grin 
sheepishly /'fi:-prf-li/ adv © He sheepishly ad- 
mitted he hadn't done his homework. 


sheer COMPLETE /fir/ adj [not gradable] not 
mixed with anything else; pure or complete © 
Some of those books are sheer magic. 

EXTREME /fir/ adj [not gradable] (of size or weight) 
very large © The sheer size of the engine makes it 
difficult to transport. 

STEEP /fir/ adj rising almost straight up or down; 
very steep © She hauled herself up the sheer slope of 
the mountain. 


sheet /fi:t/n[C] 1a large rectangular piece of 
cloth used to cover a bed, or a rectangular piece 
of any material, such as paper, glass, or metal © 
She made up the bed with clean sheets. 0 Do you 
have a sheet of paper | could use? © She put the 
dough onto cookie sheets. 2 A sheet is also a thin 
layer of something: A sheet of ice formed on the 
puddles. 


sheik, sheikh /Sitk, ferk/ n [C] an Arab leader 


shelf /jelf/ n[C] pishelves a long, flat board hung 
on a wall or supported by a frame or cabinet, used 
to hold objects © Her shelves are filled with books 
and photographs. © Related verb: SHELVE PUT ON 
SHELF 


IDIOM with shelf 


eon the shelf delayed © Plans to start a free film 
series have been put on the shelf. 


shelf life n [U] the length of time that some- 
thing stays in good condition and can be used © 
Because it is vacuum-packed, it has a much longer 
shelf life than regular beef. 


shell COVERING /fel/ n[C/U] the hard outer cov- 
ering of nuts, eggs, a few vegetables, and some 
animals 0 [C] Turtles, snails, and crabs all have shells 
to protect them. 
shell /fel/ v[T] to remove the hard outer covering 
of nuts and other foods © He sits in front of the TV, 
shelling peanuts. 

EXPLOSIVE /Jel/ n [C] a tube filled with explosives 
that is fired from a large gun 
shell /fel/ v [T] to fire shells at something © Mili- 
tary forces began shelling areas north of the city. 


PHRASAL VERB with shell 


eshell out something [M] infml to pay money © | 
hope we don’t have to shell out a lot of money for 
tickets. 


she'll /si:|, J1l/ contraction of she will or she shall 
O She'll be there tomorrow, I’m sure. 


shellfish /' fel-fif/ n [C/U] pi shellfish an animal 
that lives in water and has a shell © [C] Lobsters, 
crabs, shrimp, mussels, and oysters are all shellfish 
commonly eaten as food. 


shell shock n [U] mental illness caused by ex- 
periences of war 
shell-shocked adj 


shelter /'jel-tar/ n [C/U] something that gives 
protection, such as a building or tent, or the pro- 
tection provided © [C] We took the stray dog to an 
animal shelter. © [U] The wall gave us some shelter 
from the wind. © [U] The program offers shelter to 
runaway teens. 
shelter /'‘fel-tar/ v [I/T] © [T] The city feeds, 
clothes, and shelters the orphans. © [l] We were 
caught in a thunderstorm and sheltered in a cave. 
sheltered /'fel-tard/ adj 1 We found a sheltered 
spot to have our picnic. 2 \f you have a sheltered 
life, you are protected from harmful, unpleasant, 
or frightening experiences: | wonder how well she 
will do on her own after leading such a sheltered life. 


shelve PUT ON SHELF /felv/ v [T] to put some- 
thing on a shelf or shelves © Would you shelve these 
books while | unpack the rest? 

DELAY /Jfelv/ v[T] to delay action on something © 
| shelved plans to buy a new car, because | can’t 
afford it right now. 


shelves /felvz/ p/ of SHELF 


dz jump | j yes | I little | 2m hm | °n cotton | g7 sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 6 this | t{ choose | 3 measure 


D 


shenanigans 


shenanigans /{3'nzn-1-ganz/ p/n humorous 
or dishonest tricks © | don’t know how he puts up 
with their shenanigans. 


shepherd /'fep-ard/, female shepherdess /'fep- 
ard:as/ n[C] a person who takes care of sheep 
shepherd /'Jep-ard/ v [T always + adv/prep] to 
move and care for sheep, or to lead people some- 
where © Visitors are shepherded through the man- 
sion by volunteers. © Roberti shepherded the 
legislation through Congress (= made sure it was 
approved). 


sherbet /'[ar-bat, 'Jar-bart/ n [U] a sweet, fruit- 
flavored ice, usually made with milk 


sheriff /'fer-af/ n [C] an elected law officer in a 
COUNTY (= an area of local government) 


sherry /'fer-i/ n [C/U] a type of strong wine, usu- 
ally brown in color, originally from Spain 


she’s /{i:z/ contraction of she is or she has © She’s 
(= She is) about to have her baby. © | think she’s (= 
she has) already left the house. 


shh, sh /{/ exclamation used to tell someone to be 
quiet; SHUSH © Shh, you'll wake the baby. 


shied /faid/ past simple and past participle of SHY 


shield /ji:ld/ n [C] a piece of metal or other ma- 
terial, carried to protect the front of the body 
when being attacked, or a person or thing that 
provides protection © The police held up their riot 
shields. 0 The ozone layer is the earth's shield against 
radiation from the sun. 
shield /fi:ld/ v [T always + adv/prep] © When the 
lights came on, | shielded my eyes with my hands, © 
Mom tried to shield us from the bad news. 


shies /faiz/ present participle of SHY 


shift © MOVE OR CHANGE /fift/ v [I/T] 1 to 
change direction or move from one person, posi- 
tion, or place to another © [I] The wind shifted to 
the east. © [T] She shifted her weight from one foot 
to the other. © [T] He tried to shift the blame onto 
his sister. 2 If you shift your emphasis or attitude, 
you change it: [T] Our attention has shifted from 
baseball to the election. 3 When you shift the GEARS 
of a vehicle, you move them into different posi- 
tions to change the speed of the vehicle. 
shift @ /fift/ n [C] © There’s been a substantial 
shift in doctors’ methods. 

PERIOD /fift/ n [C] the period that a person is 
scheduled to work, or a group of workers who 
work during the same period of time © /’m working 
the day shift this month. O The night shift is finished 
at 7 a.m. 


IDIOM with shift 
eshift gears, switch gears to suddenly change 


what you are doing © The first half is a comedy, but 
then the movie shifts gears. 


shiftless /' ift-los/ adj [not gradable] not having 
determination or purpose © He says only the shift- 
less are unemployed. 


shifty /'fif-ti/ adj (-er/-est only] disapproving intel- 
ligent and skilled in deceiving others © His shifty 
eyes make him look like a used-car salesman. 


Shiite /'fi:-a1t/ n a member of an ISLAMIC reli- 
gious group 
Shiite /‘fi:-art/ adj [not gradable] © a Shiite 
mosque © a Shiite cleric 


shimmer /'{1m-ar/ v [I] to shine with a soft light 
that changes strength © The stars shimmered in the 
night sky. 
shimmer /'fim-ar/ n [U] © the shimmer of moon- 
light on the lake 


shin /fin/ n[C] the front part of your leg between 
your knee and your foot 


shine SEND OUT LIGHT /fain/ v [I/T] past shone, 
shined to send out or reflect light © [T] Cops shone 
their flashlights into the car window. © [I] The area 
shines like Times Square. © [I] (fig.) Her dark eyes 
shone with happiness (= she looked very happy). 
shiny /'far-ni/ adj 0 Who owns the shiny new car? 
© (slang) Chloé’s new job is really shiny (= interest- 
ing and attractive). 

MAKE BRIGHT /fain/ v [T] to make something 
smooth and bright by rubbing © He used all my 
polish to shine his shoes! 
shine /fain/ n [C usually sing] © The stone was 
polished to a glossy shine. 

SHOW ABILITY /fain/ v [I] to show great ability in 
an activity 0 Shaw is an underrated actor who truly 
shines in this movie. 

WORD FAMILY shine 
Nouns 


shine Verbs shine 


Adjectives shiny 


shingle /' S19: gal/ n[C] a thin, flat piece of wood 
or other material, many of which are attached in 
rows to the outside of a roof or a wall 


Shinto /'fin-tou/, Shintoism /'fin-tou ,1z-am/ n 
[U] world history a religion of Japan that empha- 
sizes the spirits of nature and being loyal to the 
Japanese EMPEROR (= ruler) 


ship /{1p/ n (C] 1 a boat, esp. one that is large 
enough to travel on the sea © a cruise/cargo ship 2 
A ship is also an aircraft or spacecraft. 
ship /f1p/ v [T] -pp- to transport something or 
someone by air, train, boat, or truck O They shipped 
our furniture from Tennessee. © Parts for the space 
station are being shipped out there by spacecraft. 
shipping /'f1p-1n/ n (U] 1 ships as a group, or 
the business of transporting things © Shipping 
along the St. Lawrence River takes goods from the 
Atlantic Ocean to the heart of Canada. 2 Shipping 
or shipping and handling is the cost of sending 
something: You'll be billed $15.95 plus shipping. 
shipment /'fip-mant/ n [C/U] goods trans- 
ported together, or the act of transporting them © 
[C] A shipment of vegetables arrived last week. © [U] 
It was taken to the airport for shipment to Hawaii. 


PHRASAL VERB with ship 


eship someone/something off [M] to send some- 
one somewhere, esp. to an unpleasant place © 
When she was eight, her father shipped her off to 
Baltimore to live with her aunt. 
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shipwreck /'fip-rek/, wreck n [C/U] the de- 
struction or sinking of a ship at sea, or a ship de- 
stroyed this way © [C] Fog in the area caused many 
shipwrecks. 
shipwreck /'Jip-rek/ v [T] © The crew was ship- 
wrecked off the coast of Newfoundland. 


shirk /jf3rk/ v [I/T] to avoid work or a duty © [T] 
Town officials shirked their responsibilities by failing 
to follow up on residents’ complaints. 


shirt /Jart/ n [C] a piece of clothing worn on the 
upper part of the body, made of cloth and often 
having a collar and buttons at the front © a short- 
sleeved/long-sleeved shirt O Her shirt was untucked. 


shirtsleeves p/n 1 the parts of a shirt that cover 
the arms © Baker sat on the edge of his chair and 
rolled up his shirtsleeves. 2 People who are in their 
shirtsleeves have rolled them up so that their arms 
are showing. 


shish kebab, shish kabob /' fif-ka,bab/ n[C/U] 
small pieces of meat, esp. LAMB, and vegetables 
cooked on a stick or metal rod 


shiver /'fiv-ar/ v [I] (esp. of a person or animal) 
to shake slightly and quickly because of feeling 
cold, ill, or frightened © Your creepy look makes me 
shiver. 0 Robbins shivered in the chill air. 
shiver /'jrv-ar/ n[C] © “The temperature is down 
to 12 degrees,” she said with a shiver. 


shoal LAND /foul/ n [C] a raised bank of sand or 
rocks under the surface of the water 

FISH /Joul/ n [C] a large group of fish swimming 
together © shoals of mackerel 


Shock SURPRISE /Jak/ n [C/U] 1 a sudden, un- 
expected, and often unpleasant or offensive event, 
or the emotional or physical reaction to such an 
event © [C] /t was kind of a shock to hear they 
wanted to throw it out. 2 Shock is also a medical 
condition caused by severe injury, pain, loss of 
blood, or fright that slows down the flow of blood 
around the body: [U] She was going into shock — 
her flesh was becoming chilled and her muscles were 
contracting. 
shock /fak/ v [I/T] to make someone suddenly 
feel very upset or surprised © [T] Her painting might 
shock viewers. © [|] The ads were designed to shock. 
shocked /Jakt/ adj © [+ to infinitive] He was 
shocked to discover that he had no money left in his 
account. 
shocking /' fak-19/ adj © The book was considered 
shocking when it was first published. 

EFFECT FROM HITTING / fak/ n[U] the effect, often 
including damage or slight movement, of one ob- 
ject hitting another forcefully © Running shoes lose 
their ability to absorb shock. 

ELECTRIC CURRENT /Jfak/ n[C] a current of electric- 
ity going through the body © /f that cord is pulled 
loose, you ‘ll get a shock from the plug. 


WORD FAMILY shock 


shock Verbs shock 


Adverbs shockingly 


Nouns 


Adjectives shocked 
shocking 


shook 


shock absorber, short form shock /Jak/ n [C 
usually pl] a device that is attached to each of the 
wheels on a vehicle to reduce the effects of trav- 
eling over rough ground 


shock wave REACTION TO NEWS rn [C] a 
strong reaction within a group of people to an up- 
setting piece of news © The president’s sudden ill- 
ness sent shock waves around the world. 


INCREASE IN PRESSURE n [C] a sudden increase in 
pressure or temperature caused by an explosion or 
other violent or fast movement © The bomb’s shock 
wave tore the windshield off the truck. 


shoddy /' jad-i/ adj [-er/-est only] made or done 
without care © The furniture is shoddy and cheap. 


shoe /Ju:/ n[C] 1 one of a pair of covers for your 
feet, with an upper part made of a strong material 
such as leather and a base made usually of thick 
leather or rubber © tennis shoes © high-heeled shoes 
© patent leather shoes © He said he couldn’t afford 
a new pair of shoes. 2 A shoe is also a HORSESHOE. 
shoe /Ju:/ v [T] pres. part. shoeing, past shod, 
shoed 1 to wear shoes, or to put shoes on some- 
one © She was shod in loafers with soles as thin as 
paper. 2 If you shoe a horse, you nail a curved 
piece of metal to its foot. 


IDIOMS with shoe 


ein someone else’s shoes experiencing the same 
condition or situation as someone else, so that you 
know how the other person feels © Try to put your- 
self in her shoes, and think about what she might 
want. O What would you do if you were in my shoes? 
eon a shoestring with a very small amount of 
money © The theater company operates on a 
shoestring. 


shoehorn /'ju:-ho:rn/ n [C] a smooth, curved 
piece of plastic or metal that is placed in the back 
of a shoe when putting it on in order to help the 
foot slide in more easily 
shoehorn /'fu:-ho:rn/ v [T] to fit something or 
someone into a tight place 0 We’d have to build 
another school to shoehorn all our students in. 


shoelace /'Ju:-leis/ n [C] a thin cord of cloth or 
leather used to fasten shoes © Your shoelace is 
untied. 


shogun /'Jou-gan/n[C] world history a military 
governor in Japan before 1867 


shone /Joun/ past simple and past participle of 
SHINE 


shoo /ju:/ exclamation infml said to animals or to 
people to make them go away quickly © “Shoo! 
Get out of here!” 
shoo /Ju:/ v [T] shoos, pres. part. shooing, past 
shooed infml 0 My husband shooed me out of the 
car. 


shoo-in /'fu:-in/ n [C] infm! something that is 
certain to happen, or someone who is certain to 


win a competition © /f that election were held today, 
Kitzhaber would be a shoo-in. 


shook /fuk/ past simple of SHAKE 
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shoot 


shoot FIRE WEAPON /fu:t/ v [I/T] past shot 1 to 
fire a gun or other weapon, or to hit, injure, or kill 
someone or something by firing a gun or other 
weapon © [I] We’d take our bows and arrows and 
shoot at targets. 0 [T] A long time ago the sergeant 
learned how to shoot a gun. © [T] An unidentified 
man was shot yesterday afternoon. 2 infmi lf you say 
that someone or something should be shot, you 
are very annoyed by it: [T] This computer should be 
shot. 
shooter /'fu:t-ar/ n[C] © Large-caliber rifles allow 
a shooter to hit targets at a great distance. 
shooting /'fu:t-19/ n [C/U] 1 [U] She heard 
shooting (= guns being fired) in the distance. 2 A 
shooting is also an occasion on which someone is 
injured or killed by a bullet fired from a gun. 


SPORTS /fu:t/ v [I/T] past shot 1 to throw, hit, or 
kick a ball or other object toward a goal in order 
to score points © [T] Both teams shoot the ball 
well. © [|] When you shoot as poorly as we did, 
you can’t expect to win. 2 slang |f you shoot baskets 
or shoot hoops you play BASKETBALL. 3 s/ang If you 
shoot pool you play that game: Patrick and | were 
shooting pool after work. 
shooter /'fu:t-ar/ n [C] © She is a great outside 
shooter and gets the offensive rebounds. 

MOVE QUICKLY /fu:t/ v [I always + adv/prep] past 
shot to move in a particular direction quickly and 
without unnecessary turns or stops © The ambu- 
lance was shooting around the corner, its tires 
squealing. © Grace’s eyebrows shot up when she 
heard his voice. 


PLANT /fu:t/ n[C] the first part of a plant to appear 
above the ground as it develops from a seed, or a 
new growth on an already existing plant © Little 
green shoots appeared in the spring. 


FILM /fu:t/ v [I/T] past shot to film or photograph 
something © [T] The movie will be shot in the fall. 
shoot /fu:t/ n [C] © | remember doing a shoot 
there. 


SPEAK /Ju:t/ exclamation infm! used to tell someone 
else they should speak © “Dad, | need to talk to 
you.” “Shoot.” 


IDIOMS with shoot 


e shoot yourself in the foot to do or say something 
that causes problems for you © | think you might 
be shooting yourself in the foot if you don’t take his 
offer. 

eshoot your mouth off infmi to talk too much 
about things other people should not know o 
Don’t go shooting your mouth off about how much 
money you earn. 

eshoot the breeze infm/ to talk with someone 
about unimportant things for along time © We sat 
on the porch until late at night, just shooting the 
breeze. 


PHRASAL VERBS with shoot 


eshoot down something/someone [M] 1 to de- 
stroy an aircraft or kill a person with guns O A Navy 
missile may have shot down the aircraft. 2 To shoot 
down an idea or suggestion is to prevent it from 
being accepted: A proposal to require high school 
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students to take at least one AP course was shot 
down by concerned parents. 

e shoot for something infmi to try to achieve some- 
thing © Our football team will shoot for its first vic- 
tory today. 

e shoot off something to write and send a message 
quickly © My daughter will shoot off an e-mail before 
she'll sit down and write a letter. 

eshoot up INCREASE to increase very quickly in 
size or amount © Kerry shot up, growing something 
like six inches in six months. © If he lost his temper, 
his blood pressure would shoot up. 

eshoot up something FIRE GUNS [M] infmi to fire 
guns in a place, causing a lot of damage 


shooting star n [C] a METEOR 


shootout GUNS /'Ju:t-aut/ n [C] a fight using 
guns 

SPORTS /'fu:t-aut/ n [C] a competition in making 
goals, used in some sports to decide who will win 
when a game ends with both teams having the 
same number of points 


shop BUY THINGS /fap/ v [I] -pp- to look for and 
buy (things) © We shop in malls because they’re 
convenient. 
shop /Jap/ n [C] a place where you can buy 
goods or services; store 0 a gift shop ° a barber shop 
© a coffee shop 
shopper /'fap-ar/ n [C] a person who is looking 
for things to buy © Shoppers stroll through the 
StOres. 
shopping /'fap-1n/ n [U] the activity of looking 
for things to buy © | was out shopping this after- 
noon. © My daughter and | go shopping together. 


WORK AREA /fap/ n [C] a place where a particular 
type of thing is made or repaired © a bicycle repair 
shop © I work in a machine shop making wire. 


WORD FAMILY shop 


Nouns shop 
shopper 


Verbs shop 


shopping 


PHRASAL VERB with shop 


eshop around to compare the price and quality 
of items in different stores before you decide 
which one to buy © Did you shop around when you 
were looking for your car? 


shoplift /' fap-Iift/ v [I/T] to take goods illegally 
from a store without paying for them 
shoplifting /' fap ,lif-tin/ n [U] © He was charged 
with shoplifting. 
shoplifter /' fap ,lif-tar/ n [C] © Shoplifters will be 
arrested. 


shopping Cart n [C] a large container with 
wheels that you push around a store and fill 
with things you want to buy 


shopping center n [C] a group of stores with 
a common area for parking © There’s a little shop- 
ping center next door with a bank and a dry-cleaning 
place. 
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shopping mall n [C) a very large building or 

buildings containing a lot of stores and restau- 
rants, usually with space outside for parking © A 
shopping mall is no longer just a place to go to buy 
something, it’s a community and entertainment 
center. 


shore /Js:r, four/ n[C/U] the land along the edge 
of the sea, a lake, or a wide river © [U] We rode into 
the city along the shore of Lake Washington. © [pl] 
Although it happened far from our shores (= this 
country), the disaster has affected many Americans. 


PHRASAL VERB with shore 


eshore up something [M] to make something 
stronger by supporting it © The plan will enable his 
company to shore up its financial position. O After 
the earthquake we had to shore up ceilings and 
walls. 


shoreline /'J9:r-lain, ‘four-/ n [C] the edge of 
the sea, a lake, or a wide river © Most of the shore- 
line is swamp. 


shorn /fo:rn, fourn/ past participle of SHEAR 


short LENGTH /Jo:rt/ adj [-er/-est only] having 
little length, distance, or height © Short hair is back 
in Style. © It’s only a short walk to the store. 
short /fo:rt/ adv [-er/-est only] © She decided to 
cut her hair short. 
shorts /Jo:rts/ p! n pants that end above the knee 
or reach to the knee, or men’s underwear worn 
below the waist © He put on a pair of shorts and a 
T-shirt. © The doctor told him to strip to his shorts. 
shorten /'fo:rt-8n/ v [T] © I'd like to have this 
jacket shortened by about two inches. 

TIME /f:rt/ adj [-er/-est only] of a small amount of 
time, or less than the average or usual amount of 
time © Mary Lou was here a short while ago. © There 
will be a short delay in the flight while we load a few 
more bags. 
short /fo:rt/ adv [not gradable] © | started to say 
something, but he cut me short (= stopped me from 
continuing). 
shorten /'Jo:rt-2n/ v [T] © A high school knee in- 
jury probably shortened his football career. 
shortly /‘fo:rt-li/, adv [not gradable] soon o 
Shortly after you left the office, your wife called. 0 We 
will be landing shortly. . 

LACKING /Jo:rt/ adj [not gradable] not reaching a 
desired amount or level; lacking © The bill comes to 
$85, but we're $15 short. 
shortage /'Jo:rt-1d3/ n [C] a lack of something 
needed © There is a severe shortage of low-cost 
housing in the city. 
WORD FAMILY short 

short shorten 


short 
shortly 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


Nouns 


shortage 
shorts 


Adjectives short 


IDIOMS with short 


ebe short with someone to speak to someone 
rudely without saying much © You could tell Dad 


was worried about something because he was short 
with everyone. 

ein short briefly © In short, we have to decide 
whether to continue losing money or change the way 
we do business. 

ein the short run for a short period of time © This 
may save money in the short run, but it will even- 
tually cost you more. © Opposite: IN THE LONG RUN 
at LONG IDIOMS 

eshort for something as a less long form of a word 
or name © Their baby’s name is Libby, short for 
Elizabeth. 

ein short supply only available in small amounts 
© Money was in short supply. 

eshort of something 1 not having enough of 
something © I’m a little short of cash right now, so 
| can’t lend you anything. © She ran a little farther 
and then stopped, feeling short of breath (= felt as if 
she did not have enough air). 2 Short of some- 
thing also means not including something: There 
must be some punishment you can give him short of 
expelling him from school. 


shortchange /'Jo:rt'tfeind3/ v [T] to give 
someone or something less money, time, or atten- 
tion than is deserved © The report claimed that girls 
were being shortchanged in public education, par- 
ticularly in math and science. 


short circuit, infmi short n[C] an electrical con- 
nection that not working correctly and allows too 
much current to flow into a CIRCUIT (= a closed 
system of wires), causing a dangerous condition 


shortcoming /' fort ,kam-19/ n[C usually pl] a 
fault of someone or something © My father had 
some shortcomings as a businessman, but he was a 
good father. 


shortcut /‘Jorrt-kat/ n [C] a route that is more 
direct than the usual route, or a quicker way of 
doing something © The kids take a shortcut through 
the parking lot to get to school. © Don’t use shortcuts 
to solve the problem, or the answer is likely to be 
wrong. 


shorten /'Jo:rt-2n/ vo See at SHORT LENGTH; 
SHORT TIME 


shortening /'[2:rt-nin/ n[U] butter or other fat 
used in cooking, esp. to make pastry 


shortfall /' {o:rt-fo:1/ n[C] an amount that is less 
than what was expected or needed © The county 
had to close three of its four libraries because of a 
budget shortfall. 


shorthand /'J>:rt-hzend/ n [U] a system of fast 
writing, using lines and symbols to represent let- 
ters, words, and phrases 


short-handed adj, adv not having the usual 
or necessary number of workers O We've got two 
people out sick so we're short-handed today. 


short-lived /'[o:rt-l1vd, -larvd/ adj lasting only 
for a brief time © He got angry easily, but his anger 
was always short-lived. 


shortly /'fo:rt-li/ advo See at SHORT TIME 
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shorts 
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shorts /fo:rts/ pi no See at SHORT LENGTH ~ 


shortsighted, short-sighted /'fo:rt 'sart; ad/ 
adj showing a lack of thought for what might hap- 
pen in the future © /t’s shortsighted to spend all your 
money on having a good time. 


shortstop /'fo:rt-stap/ n [C] (in baseball) the 
position of the player on the inner field between 
second and third BASE (= a position on a square 
that a player must touch), or the player at that 
position 


short story n [C] literature an invented writ- 
ten story that is shorter than a NOVEL 


short-tempered adj tending to become an- 
gry quickly and easily 


short-term adj happening, existing, or contin- 
uing for only a little time © Short-term interest rates 
are going down. 


shortwave /'fo:rt-werv/ n [C/U] a radio wave 
that is smaller than that used in standard broad- 
casting and that can only be broadcast using a 
special radio 


shot SHOOT /fat/ past simple and past participle 
of SHOOT 

WEAPON /fat/ n [C] the action of firing a gun or 
another weapon 0 Several shots were fired. 

SPORTS /fat/ n [C] an attempt to score a point by 
throwing, hitting, or kicking a ball or other object 
© Roberts sank two foul shots to win the game. 

FILM /fat/ n [C] a photograph, or a short piece in 
a movie in which there is a single action or a short 
series of actions O | got some really good shots of 
the harbor at sunset. 

DRUG /fat/ n [C] an amount of a drug that is put 
into the body by a single INJECTION © The doctor 
gave him a shot of cortisone. 

METAL BALL /fat/ n [C/U] a heavy metal ball 
thrown in a sports competition, or small metal 
balls fired from a gun 

ATTEMPT /fat/ n [U] infm! an attempt to do or 
achieve something that is difficult, when success 
is uncertain © I’m not sure they'll consider me for the 
job, but I'll give it a shot. 

DESTROYED / fat/ adj [not gradable] infm/ no longer 
working or effective O The brakes are shot — you’d 
better take the car in to the garage. 


AMOUNT OF DRINK /fat/ n [C] a small amount of 
an alcoholic drink © a shot of whiskey 


IDIOM with shot 


ea shot in the arm something that has a sudden, 
strong, positive effect on something © Winning this 
award has been a big shot in the arm for the 
students. 


shotgun /'fat-gan/ n [C] a long gun that fires a 
large number of small metal bullets at one time, 
used esp. for hunting 


shot put n [U] a sports competition in which 
each competitor throws a heavy metal ball as far 
as possible 


should pbutTy /fud, fad/ modal verb used to ex- 
press that it is necessary, desirable, or important 
to perform the action of the following verb © He 
should have told me about the change in plans. © 
People like that should go to jail. © Where should we 
meet tonight? 

PROBABLE /fud, fad/ modal verb used to express 
that the action of the main verb is probable © She 
should be back at any minute. © If you follow these 
directions, you shouldn't have any trouble finding 
our house. © That should be enough food for five 
people. 

OPINION /fud, fad/ modal verb fml used to express 
a desire or opinion © | should think he’d be happy 
just to have a job. © | shouldn’t worry about that if 
| were you. 

ASKING WHY /fud, fad/ modal verb used after a 
question word, such as “how” or “why,” when 
asking a reason for something © How should | know 
where you put the car keys? 


shoulder Bopy PART /'foul-dar/ n[C] 1 one of 
the two rounded, bony parts of a person’s body 
on either side of the neck where the top of the arm 
is joined O She put her head on my shoulder. 2 A 
shoulder of a road is an edge just beyond the part 
you drive along, where you can stop safely. 
shoulder /'foul-dar/ v [T] © Shouldering her pack 
(= putting it on her shoulders to carry it), she strode 
off up the road. 

ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY /'foul-dar/ v [T] to ac- 
cept responsibility for something © /t is usually 
women who shoulder the responsibility for the care 
of elderly relatives. 


shoulder bag n [C] a bag carried by a long 
strap over the shoulder 


shoulder blade » (C] either of the two large, 
flat bones on the upper part of the back 


shouldn't /'Jud-ent/ contraction of should not o 
| shouldn’t have said that. 0 Shouldn’t we call and 
make a reservation? 


should've /' jud-av/ contraction of should have 
© | should’ve known better. 


shout /savt/ v [I/T] to say something in a loud 
voice © [I] If anyone’s up there,” he shouted sternly, 
“come out now!” 
shout /faut/ n [C] a loud call 0 When nominated 
for the presidency the entire audience came to its feet 
with a shout. » Usage: cry, scream, or shout? at 
CRY SHOUT 


WORD CHOICES shout 
An alternative to “shout” is yell or bellow. 
“What are you doing?” he yelled. 
“Listen to me!” he bellowed. 


Holler is an informal word for shout. 


“Dinner’s ready!” hollered Mrs. Jackson from 
the kitchen. 


Call or cry are used when someone shouts 
something to attract attention. 


“I’m up here,” he called. 
“Look out!” she cried. 


z bat | a hot | ar bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | u put | u: rude | acut | a alone 


show business 


Scream is often used when someone shouts be- 
cause of a strong emotion such as fear or 
anger. 


My sisters were always screaming at each 
other. 


“Let go of me!” she screamed. 


When someone shouts to show approval or en- 
couragement, you could use the verb cheer. 


The audience cheered as he came on Stage. 


shove /fav/ v [I/T] 1 to push someone or some- 
thing forcefully and with a lot of energy © [T] The 
opposing player said something, and Chris went over 
and shoved him. 2 To shove is also to slide some- 
thing along a surface by moving or pushing it: [T] 
She got into her coat and shoved her hands deep 
into her pockets. © [M] Jim shoved open the door (= 
pushed the door to open it), and invited his visitor 
in. 3 A shoving match is an angry disagreement in 
which two people push each other in the chest: 
The discussion in the jury room got so heated that at 
one point two jurors got into a shoving match. 
shove /fav/ n [C] © Someone in the crowd gave 
me a Shove in the back, and | almost went sprawling. 


shovel /' fav-al/ n [C] a tool consisting of a wide 
blade attached to a long handle, used for digging 
Za or moving loose material, such as earth or snow 
shovel /'fav-al/ v [T] © Sally is outside shoveling 
snow away from the driveway. 


ShOW MAKE SEEN /Jou/ v [T] past simp. showed, 
past part. shown to cause or allow something to be 
seen © You should show that rash to your doctor. © 
These trees show the effects of acid rain. © He’s start- 
ing to show his age. 
show /Jou/ n [C/U] © [C] Ray made a show of 
reaching for his wallet. © [U] Does this fireplace work 
or is it just for show? © [U] Half for show and half in 
real anger, | stood up and shouted, “I’m not your 
friend!” 
showy /'Jou-i/ adj attracting attention, some- 
times by being extreme in color, design, or ma- 
terials © We saw several showy insects that have 
colored patterns on their wings. 


EXPRESS /fou/ v [T] past simp. showed, past part. 
shown to express your feelings or opinion by your 
actions or words © | do not know how to show my 
thanks for all your help. © He is a scrappy lawyer and 
shows no mercy to any opponent. 


EXPLAIN /fou/ v [T] past simp. showed, past part. 
shown to explain something to someone by help- 
ing to do it or by giving instructions or examples 
to copy © [+ question word] The diagram shows 
how to fit the pieces together. 


PROVE /fou/ v [T] past simp. showed, past part. 
shown to make something clear or prove some- 
thing to be true © Your writing shows you can be a 
good writer. © He has shown himself to be unreliable. 

BE NOTICEABLE /fou/ v[I/T] past simp. showed, past 
part. shown to be able to be seen or noticed, or to 
make something noticeable © [I] /’ve been working 
for hours, and I've got nothing to show for it. 

LEAD /fou/ v [T] past simp. showed, past part. shown 
to lead someone somewhere or to point out some- 


thing © Could you show me the way to the post of- 
fice? © Show me which cake you want. 


RECORD /fou/ v [T] past simp. showed, past part. 
shown to record or express an amount, number, 
or measurement © My barometer shows a change 
in the weather is coming. 


ENTERTAINMENT /Jou/ n [C] a performance in a 
theater, a movie, or a television or radio program 
© a Stage/talk show 


PUBLIC EVENT /jfou/ n [C] an event at which the 
public can view a particular collection of things © 
a flower show © a fashion show 
show /fou/ v [I/T] past simp. showed, past part. 
shown 1 [T] This gallery is a place where young art- 
ists can show their work. 2 To show a movie is to 
offer it for viewing in a movie theater or on tele- 
vision: [T] That channel often shows foreign films. 
showing /'fou-1n/ n[C] © This is the first showing 
of his paintings in this country. © See also: SHOWING 

ACTIVITY /fou/ n [U] infm! an activity, business, or 
organization, considered in relation to who is 
managing it © Who will run the show when the boss 
retires? 


APPEAR /{fou/ v [I] to appear at a gathering or event 
© Jenny said she’d be here, but she never showed. 


IDIOMS with show 


e show your face to go somewhere where you are 
not expected or wanted, usually because you have 
done something offensive to someone else © | 
don’t know how he can show his face here after the 
way he talked to my brother. 

e show someone the door to tell someone to leave 
or make it clear you want someone to leave © Your 
boss isn’t going to show you the door just because 
you made a mistake. 


PHRASAL VERBS with show 


e show someone around to lead someone through 
a place © Phil had never seen Chicago, so | offered 
to show him around. 

e show off ATTRACT ATTENTION to do something 
to attract attention to yourself © My parents were 
in town and | wanted to show off. O Related noun: 
SHOW-OFF 

«show off something/someone MAKE SEEN [M] to 
make it possible for others to see and admire 
something or someone © She brought her baby pic- 
tures so she could show them off. © That shirt shows 
off the color of your eyes. 

eshow up ARRIVE to arrive for a gathering or 
event O He showed up late for the meeting. 

e show up APPEAR to appear or be seen © The virus 
does not show up in blood tests. 

eshow up someone EMBARRASS [M] to do some- 
thing that embarrasses someone or makes some- 
one seem stupid © She’s always trying to show up 
her colleagues to make herself look smarter. 


show-and-tell n (UJ a school activity in which 
a child brings an object to class and talks to the 
other children about it 


show business, infm! show biz n [U] the in- 
dustry that produces entertainment such as mov- 
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showcase 


ies and popular music, and the people who work 
in that industry 


showcase CABINET /' fou-ke1s/ n[C] a cabinet, 
usually of glass, in which objects are kept that are 
valuable or easily broken © a jeweler’s showcase 


OPPORTUNITY /'fou-kers/ n [C] a place or event 
where something, esp. something new, can be 
shown or performed © The Sundance Film Festival 
is an especially sympathetic showcase for unusual 
films. 
showcase /'fou-kers/ v [T] © In the opening set, 
he showcased his own songs. 


showdown /'jou-daun/ n[C] an event, such as 
a meeting or fight, that ends a disagreement or 
decides who will win © a military showdown © Sun- 
day’s showdown will decide whether Mexico or Italy 
is the world soccer champion. 


shower RAIN /'fau-ar, faur/ n[C] 1 a brief rain, 
or a light fall of snow © a snow shower 2 A shower 
is also something that falls like rain: a shower of 
sparks © a shower of confetti 
shower /'fau-ar, faur/ v [I] © It showered on and 
off all afternoon. 

GIVE /'Jau-ar, faur/ v[T always + adv/prep] to give 
a lot of something to someone © His family showers 
him with love. 
shower /'Jau-ar, Jaur/ n [C] a party held to give 
presents to someone who will soon be married or 
will become a parent © a bridal shower O a baby 
shower 


DEVICE /'Jau-ar, faur/ n[C] a device that sprays wa- 
ter on your body while you wash yourself, or an 
act of washing using such a device © He stays in 
the shower until there is no more hot water! © Have 
| got time to take a shower before we go out? 
shower /'Jau-ar, faur/ v [I] © | usually shower in 
the morning. 


shower curtain n [C] a usually plastic curtain 
that you pull across an opening when you are hav- 
ing a SHOWER to prevent the spray of water from 
getting out 


showing /'Jou-1n/ n [C] a performance in a 
competitive activity © A poor showing by the team’s 
offense led to a 22-17 loss. O See also: SHOWING at 
SHOW PUBLIC EVENT 


showman MAKER OF SHOWS /'Jou-man/n[C] 
-men someone who produces movies, stage 
shows, or other entertainment © P.T. Barnum, a 
founder of the circus, was a great showman. 

PERFORMER /'fou-man/ n[C] -men someone who 
is a skilled performer © The President is a great 
showman and a clever politician. 


showmanship /'Jou-man fip/ n [C] skill in 


making people feel entertained © His televised 
speeches demonstrate his showmanship. 


shown /Joun/ past participle of SHOW 


show-off n [C] a person who has a habit of at- 
tracting attention © David's a showoff in the kitchen 
— he loves having dinner guests. © Related verb: 
SHOW OFF ATTRACT ATTENTION 


showpiece /'Jou-pi:s/ n[C] an extremely good 
example of something that attracts attention or 
admiration © This painting will be the showpiece of 
the exhibit. 


showroom /'fou-ru:m, -rum/_n [C] a room in 
which goods for sale are arranged © a car dealer's 
showroom 


showy /' Jou-i/ adj 0 See at SHOW MAKE SEEN 
shrank /jraegk/ past simple of SHRINK 


shrapnel /'frep-nal/ n[U] small pieces of metal 
blown through the air when a bomb or other de- 
vice explodes © Most of the injuries were caused by 
flying shrapnel. 


shred CUT /{red/ v [T] -dd- to cut or tear some- 
thing into small pieces O Shred some lettuce into the 
salad bowl. © He shredded documents to get rid of 
them. 
shred /Jred/ n[C usually pl] © My silk blouse was 
ripped to shreds in the washing machine. 
shredder /' fred-ar/ n[C] amachine used for cut- 
ting things into very small pieces 

SMALL AMOUNT /Jred/ n [C usually sing] a very 
small amount of something © There isn’t a shred of 
evidence to support her accusation. 


shrewd /fru:d/ adj [-er/-est only] able to judge 
a situation accurately and turn it to your own ad- 
vantage © He’s a very shrewd businessman. © Bar- 
bara made some shrewd investments. 


shriek /jrisk/ n [C] a loud, high cry © the shriek of 
sea gulls O She heard a high-pitched shriek. 
shriek / frisk/ v [I/T] © [I] We shrieked with laughter. 


shrill /jril/ adj [-er/-est only] not pleasant to hear; 
loud and high © a shrill voice 
shrilly /'fril-li/ adv © The terrified woman shrilly 
ordered the goat out of her kitchen. 


shrimp ANIMAL /{rimp/ n [C/U] p! shrimp a 
small sea creature with a shell, ten legs, and along 
tail, or its flesh eaten as food 


PERSON /jrimp/ n [C] infm/ a short or small person 
O It’s hard to believe this sculpted athlete was once 
a shrimp. O USAGE: This word can be offensive un- 
less you are using it humorously with someone you 
know well. 


shrine / frain/ n[C] 1 a place where people come 
to worship, usually because of a connection with 
a holy person or a mysterious religious event or 
object 2 A shrine can also be a place that is hon- 
ored because of some connection with a famous 
person or event. 


shrink BECOME SMALLER / frink/ v[I/T] past simp. 
shrank, shrunk, past part. shrunk, past part. 
shrunken to become smaller or cause something 
to become smaller © [I] The show’s audience has 
shrunk in the last few months. © [T] | shrank my 
sweater by putting it in the dryer! 

shrinkage /'frin-kid3/ n [U] © Financial support 
for the university has undergone substantial 
shrinkage. 


MOVE AWAY /frink/ v [I always + adv/prep] past 
simp. shrank, shrunk, past part. shrunk, shrunken 
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shut 


T to move away from something unpleasant or 
frightening © My first reaction was to shrink in dis- 
gust at the sight of it. 2 If you shrink from some- 
thing, you avoid it: Kate’s a good worker, but she 
seems to shrink from responsibility. 


DOCTOR / frink/ n[C] slang a PSYCHIATRIST, PSYCHO- 
THERAPIST, or PSYCHOANALYST 


shrivel /'jriv-al/ v [I/T] -l-, -ll- to become dried 
out and smaller, appearing crushed or folded, or 
to make something do this © [T] The hot sun shriv- 
eled the flowers | put in the window. 


shroud /frasd/ n[C] 1 a cloth used to wrap a 
dead body before it is buried 2 A shroud is also 
anything that covers: He cleared the leafy shroud 
covering the sign. 
shroud /fraud/ v [T] to cover or hide something 
© The mountains were shrouded in fog. © The fate of 
the explorer is shrouded in mystery. 


shrub /jrab/ n [C] a plant with a wooden stem 
and many small branches that usually does not 
grow very tall 
shrubbery /'Jrab-a-ri/ n [U] low-growing plants 
considered as a group, or an arrangement of such 
plants in a garden 


shrug /jrag/ v [I/T] -gg- to raise your shoulders 
to express that you do not know, do not care, or 
are not sure about something © [I] My brother just 
shrugged in reply, too lazy to answer in words. 
shrug /frag/ n[C] © Bill’s only explanation was a 
careless shrug of his shoulders. 


shrunk /; rank/ past simple and past participle of 
SHRINK 


shrunken /'fran-kan/ past participle of SHRINK 


shucks /jaks/ exclamation dated used to express 
slight regret or to show you are disappointed, or 
sometimes to show that something is not very im- 
portant © Shucks, | wish | could have been there. © 
Shucks, it wasn’t that hard to do. 


shudder /'Jad-ar/ v [1] to shake suddenly and 
briefly, esp. because of an unpleasant thought or 
feeling © | shuddered, remembering the frightening 
stories | had heard. 
shudder /'Jad-ar/ n [C] © When the car flipped 
over, a shudder went through the crowd watching 
the race. © Just thinking about that film sends shud- 
ders down my spine. 


shuffle WALK /' faf-al/ v[I/T] 1 to walk by sliding 
your feet, rather than lifting them as you step © [I 
always + adv/prep] Grandfather shuffled into the 
kitchen, leaning on his cane. 2 lf you shuffle your 
feet, you move your feet slightly because you are 
uncomfortable or embarrassed: [T] When | asked 
where he‘d been, he just stared at the ground and 
shuffled his feet. 
shuffle /'Jaf-al/ n [U] © the shuffle of shoes on city 
sidewalks 


MOVE AROUND /' Jaf-al/ v[T] to move things to dif- 
ferent positions or into a different order © She shuf- 
fled papers on her desk as she waited for the phone 
to ring. © The software lets you shuffle all of your 
songs or albums with a single click. 


shuffle /'faf-al/ n [C] 1 She gave her papers a 
quick shuffle. 2 A shuffle is also a change in people 
or their positions in an organization: The top-level 
shuffle brought Groncki into the White House. 


shun /San/ v{T] -nn- to avoid or refuse to accept 
someone or something © She shunned publicity af- 
ter she retired from the stage. 


shunt /jant/ v [T always + adv/prep] to move 
someone or something to the side or away © Seals 
can shunt blood away from their skin to maintain 
body temperature. © You can’t just shunt your prob- 
lems aside. 


shush /faJ, Juf/ exclamation infm! used to tell 
someone to be quiet O Shush! You're too loud. 
shush /JaJ, Jus/ v [T] infmto Marge put a finger to 
her lips to shush us. 


shut /Jat/ v [I/T] pres. part. shutting, past shut to 
close something © [T] Would you shut the door, 
please? © [I] | can’t get this window shut. © [T] | shut 
the book (= closed it) and put it back on the shelf. 
shut /Jat/ adj [not gradable] © Her office door was 
shut all day. © Her eyes were shut, but she was still 
awake. 


IDIOM with shut 


e shut your mouth (infmi) to stop talking © Just shut 
your mouth and stop whining! 


PHRASAL VERBS with shut 


eshut down (something) [M] to stop operating © 
The company announced plans to shut down two 
factories. © Our town’s only grocery store shut down 
last year. 0 Related noun: SHUTDOWN 

shut off (something) STOP [MJ] to stop the opera- 
tion of a machine or system © Did you shut off the 
light in the bedroom? O Shut the engine off and take 
the keys. © Lift your foot and the water shuts off. 
eshut off something/someone/yourself SEPARATE 
[M] to separate something or someone from other 
parts, places, or people © Railroad tracks shut off 
the area from the rest of the city. © On cooler eve- 
nings we shut the living room off and stay warm by 
the fireplace. © These countries could suffer more if 
they shut themselves off from their neighbors. 
eshut out someone/something PREVENT EN- 
TRANCE [M] to prevent someone or something 
from entering a place © The double windows shut 
most of the traffic noise out. © (fig.) She can’t shut 
out the memory of the accident (= stop remember- 
ing it). 

e shut out someone PREVENT SCORING [M] to pre- 
vent a competitor from scoring any points © The 
White Sox shut out the Orioles today at Comiskey 
Park. O Related noun: SHUTOUT 

eshut up (someone/something) STOP TALKING 
[M] infmi to stop talking or making a noise, or to 
make a person or animal stop making noise © / wish 
you'd shut up and listen. © Can you shut that dog 
up? 

eshut up something/someone KEEP LOCKED [M] 
to keep people or animals in a locked place, or to 
completely close a place © The zoo keepers shut the 
animals up in cages at the end of the day. © They 
shut up the country house for the winter. 
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shutdown 874 


shutdown /'fat-daun/ n [C] the act of closing 
a factory or business or of stopping a machine © 
The shutdown of the military base is scheduled for 
next summer. © Related verb: SHUT DOWN 


shuteye /'fat-ai/ n [U] infm! sleep © Try to get 
some shuteye. 


shutout /'fat-aut/ n [C] a competition in which 

one team or player fails to score any points © He 
pitched a shutout. O Related verb: SHUT OUT PRE- 
VENT SCORING 


shutter CAMERA OPENING /'fat-ar/ n [C] the 

part of a camera that opens briefly to allow light 
to reach the film when a photograph is being 
taken 


WINDOW COVER /'Jat-ar/ n [C] a wooden cover 
like a door on the outside of a window 
shuttered /'Jat-ard/ adj [not gradable] © In the 
midday heat, all the houses were shuttered (= their 
shutters were closed). © Most of the region’s fac- 
tories are shuttered (= not operating). 


shuttle /'fat-2l/ n [C] 1 a vehicle or aircraft that 
travels regularly between two places, carrying 
people or things © You can take the shuttle across 
town. © The New York to Boston shuttle is usually on 
time. 2 A shuttle is also a SPACE SHUTTLE. 
shuttle /'fat-l/ v [always + adv/prep] © [I] A van 
shuttles between the hotel and the airport every ten 
minutes. 


shuttlecock /'Jat-l,kak/, infm! birdie, infm/ 
shuttle n [C] a small, light object with a rounded 
end to which real or artificial feathers are attached 
and which is hit over a net in the game of 
BADMINTON 


shut up exclamation stop talking or making 
noise © Shut up! I’m trying to think. O USAGE: Often 
used in an angry way. © Related verb: SHUT UP 


shy /Ja1/ adj [-er/-est only] comparative shyer, super- 
lative shyest uncomfortable with other people and 
unwilling to talk to them © He was too shy to ask 
her to dance with him. 
shy /fat/ v [I] If a horse shies, it moves back sud- 
denly, esp. from fear or surprise. 
shyly /'far-li/ adv o She smiled shyly. 
shyness /'far-nas/ n [U] © They have no shyness 
about telling you what they think. 


IDIOMS with shy 


e shy away from something to move away from or 
try to avoid something © He never shied away from 
a fight, no matter how powerful the foe. 

eshy of something to lack something © The bill was 
four votes shy of a majority. 


shyster /'Jai-star/ n [C] infmia dishonest person, 
esp. a lawyer 


SI /es'at/ n [U] science abbreviation for International 
System of Units (= an international system of units 
used for measurement in scientific work). 


sibling /'sib-lin/ n [C] a brother or sister © | have 
four siblings. 

sibling rivalry n [U] competition and argu- 
ments among brothers and sisters 


Sic /sik/ adv [not gradable] used in BRACKETS after 
a word or phrase copied from somewhere else to 
show the writer knows it appears to be wrong but 
this is intentional or exactly as in the original © The 
sign said, “Closed on Wendsday” [sic]. 


PHRASAL VERB with sic 


esic something on someone, sicced or sicked to 
order an animal, esp. a dog, to attack someone © 
The police will sic their dogs on you if they have to. 


sick ILL /stk/ adj physically or mentally ill; not well 
or healthy © We've got a sick cat. © | feel sick. © Only 
a sick mind could think of such things. © He’s out sick 
(= absent because of illness). © Samantha called in 
sick (= called to say she was ill and not coming to 
work). 
sicken /'stk-an/ v [I] © The animals sickened and 
died. © See also: SICKEN at SICK UNPLEASANT 
sickly /'stk-li/ adj weak and unhealthy © He was a 
sickly child. 
sickness /'stk-nas/ n [C/U] the state or condition 
of being ill, or a disease © [U] No one escapes oc- 
casional sickness. © [C] Raymond has a rare sickness. 


sick and ill 
These two words mean the same thing, but ill 
is more formal. 

He went home early because he felt sick. 
She’s never been ill for more than a day in her 
life. 
When nouns are used, however, illness and 
disease are both more common than sickness. 


VOMITING /sik/ adj [-er/-est only] feeling as if you 
are going to vomit © She was so nervous she got 
Sick. O | feel sick to my stomach (= likely to vomit). 


UNPLEASANT /sik/ adj [-er/-est only] causing or ex- 
periencing unpleasant feelings © Michelle is sick 
about not getting that job. © | can't believe she lost 
the election — it just makes me sick. 
sicken /'stk-an/ v [T] © | was sickened by the at- 
titude of people who could take enjoyment in the 
building's destruction. © See also: SICKEN at SICK 
ILL 
sickening /'stk-a-nin/ adj © She slipped and fell 
with a sickening thud. 


WORD FAMILY sick 


Nouns | sick 
sickness 


Adjectives sick 
sickening 


sickly 


Verbs — sicken 


Adverbs 


sickeningly 


IDIOM with sick 


esick (and tired) of someone/something to have 
experienced too much of someone or something 
with the result that you are annoyed © /|’m sick of 
him whining about money. 


sick day n [C] a day for which an employee re- 
ceives pay while absent from work because of 
illness 
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875 sideways 


sickle /'stk-al/ n [C] a tool with a short handle 
and a curved blade, used for cutting grass and 
other plants 


sick leave n [U] permitted absence from work 
because of illness 


sickle cell n[C] biology a RED BLOOD CELL with 
a curved shape that is produced in people with 
SICKLE CELL ANEMIA 


sickle cell anemia x [U] biology a form of 
ANEMIA (= condition in which the blood cannot 
carry enough oxygen) that is caused by a GENE (= 
chemical pattern) that is received from both 
parents 


Side SURFACE /satd/ n [C] 1 a surface of some- 
thing that is not the top or the bottom, or a surface 
of a flat object © Label all four sides of the box. © | 
painted one side of the boat green to see if we like 
the color. © The trail leads up the side of the moun- 
tain. © Please write on only one side of the paper. 2 
A side is also a surface that is not the front or the 
back: There's a scratch on the side of my new 
bookcase. 
side /satd/ adj [not gradable] at, on, of, or in the 
side of something © a side view © Please use the side 
entrance. 


EDGE /said/ n[C] 1 an edge or border of something 
© A square has four sides. © We rested by the side of 
the river. O There are trees on both sides of the road. 
2 geometry A side is one of the edges of a flat 
surface. 


NEXT POSITION /said/ n [U] 1 a place next to 
something © | have a small table by the side of my 
bed. 2 aside of some type of food is a small serving 
of food, esp. vegetables, served in addition to the 
main dish. © /’Il have a side of onion rings. 


LESS IMPORTANT /said/ adj less important or 
smaller than the thing it is connected with © a side 
issue O We parked on a side Street. 


PART /said/ n [C] a part of something, esp. in re- 
lation to a real or imagined central line © the right/ 
left side © The swimming pool is on the other side of 
town. © I’m Irish on my mother’s side (= her family 
is from Ireland). © Children came running from all 
sides (= from many directions). 

OPPOSING GROUP /sard/ n[C] one of two or more 
Opposing groups or people © This is a war which 
neither side can win. O Which side are you on (= 
Whom do you support)? © (fig.) The other candi- 
date had experience on his side (= as an advantage). 
side /satd/ v [| always + adv/prep] © Peter always 
sides with you (= supports you). 

OPINION /said/ n [C] an opinion held in an argu- 
ment, or a way of considering something © There 
are two Sides to every argument. 

PERSONAL QUALITY /said/ n [C] a part of some- 
one’s character © He has a gentle side. 


IDIOMS with side 


eon the side 1 in addition © He drives a bus, but 
he’s a tour guide on the side. 2 Food that is served 
on the side is served separate from other food o 
I'll have the salad with the dressing on the side. 
eside by side next to each other 0 The children sat 
side by side. 


sideboard /'said-b:rd, -bourd/ n[C] a piece of 

furniture with a flat top and enclosed shelves at 
the bottom, usually used for holding such things 
as glasses, plates, knives, and forks 


sideburns /‘said-b3rnz/ p/n areas of hair grown 
down the sides of a man’s face in front of the ears 


side dish n [C] a small serving of food, esp. 
vegetables, served in addition to the main dish 


side effect n[C usually pl] an unwanted or un- 
expected result or condition that comes along 
with the desired effects of something © Does this 
drug have any side effects? 


sidekick /'said-kik/ n [C] infmia friend, or a per- 
son who works with someone more important © 
The course will focus on fictional master sleuth Sher- 
lock Holmes and his sidekick Dr. Watson. 


sideline ACTIVITY /'satd-lain/ n [C] an activity 
that is less important than the main one © jean 
teaches French in the evening as a sideline. 


MARK ON GROUND /'said-lain/ n [C] (in some 
sports, esp. football) a line marking the side of the 
area of play © The ball fell just outside the sideline. 
0 (fig.) | don’t like dancing, I'd rather watch from the 
sidelines (= not to be directly involved). 
sideline /'satd-latn/ v[T] to remove a player from 
a game © He was sidelined because of injuries. 


IDIOM with sideline 


eon the sidelines not taking part in an activity 0 
Several countries chose to remain on the sidelines 
during the war. 


sidelong /'satd-l2:9/ adj, adv [not gradable] di- 
rected to or from the side © a sidelong glance 


side order, side n [C] a small serving of food 
sold at a restaurant, usually to be eaten with other 
food 


sideshow /'said: fou/ n [C] a small show in ad- 
dition to the main one, esp. at a CIRCUS (= trav- 
eling entertainment) 


sidestep /‘said-step/ v [I/T] -pp- 1 to avoid 
something © [T] The developer tried to sidestep city 
building rules. © [T] She skillfully sidestepped ques- 
tions about her past. 2 A person or animal who 
sidesteps moves quickly to the side. 


sideswipe /'said-swaip/ v [T] to hit a vehicle on 
the side while passing in another vehicle 0 My car 
was sideswiped in the parking lot. 


sidetrack /'said-trak/ v [!] to direct (someone) 
away from an activity or subject toward another 
one that is often less important O Rhonda was look- 
ing for an envelope and got sidetracked reading some. 
old letters. 


sidewalk /'sard-wo:k/ n [C] a path with a hard 
surface on which people walk along one or both 
sides of a road 


sideways /‘said-weiz/ adj, adv [not gradable] 1 
from one side to another, or with a side to the front 
O If you'd move sideways | could see better. © Turn 
the table sideways. 2 \f you look at something side- 
ways, you do not look at it directly. 
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siding 


876 


siding /'satd-1n/ n [U] material that covers the 
outer walls of a building © vinyl/aluminum/wood 
siding 

sidle /'sard-@l/ v [I always + adv/prep] to move in 
an uncertain manner with one side facing forward 
© Jordan sidled over to the girl and asked if she‘d like 
to dance. 


siege /si:d3, sit3/ n [C/U] the act of surrounding 
a place by an armed force in order to defeat those 
defending it © [C] After a month-long siege, they 
gave themselves up to federal agents. 0[U] The town 
was under siege. 


siesta /si:'es-to/ n [C] a rest or sleep taken at the 
beginning of the afternoon, esp. in hot countries 


sieve /siv/ n [C] a bowl-shaped tool with many 
very small holes in it, used to separate larger from 
smaller pieces or solids from a liquid 


Sift SEPARATE /sift/ v [T] to shake a powdered 
substance through a SIEVE in order to break lumps 
into very small grains © Sift some powdered sugar 
on top of the cake. 

EXAMINE /sift/ v [I/T] to make a close examination 
of something © [T] The police are carefully sifting 
the evidence. © [I] | had to sift through all my papers. 


sigh /sai/ v [I] to breathe out a deep breath that 
can be heard, esp. because you are tired, sad, 
pleased, or bored © Angelica sighed in relief. © She 
sighs again, looking bored. © (fig.) A soft breeze 
sighed through the trees. 
sigh /sat/ n[C] © You could hear an occasional sigh 
from the crowd. 


IDIOM with sigh 


ea sigh of relief a feeling of comfort after worrying 
about something © Residents in coastal areas are 
breathing a sigh of relief now that the storm has 
passed. 


sight SEEING /sait/ n[U] the ability to see, or the 
act of seeing something © Machines don’t have a 
sense of sight. 0 The sight of sick children disturbs 
her. 0 | know David by sight (= | know what he 
looks like). O Officers arrested the looters on sight 
(= as soon as they saw them). 
sightless /'sait-las/ adj [not gradable] blind 


VIEW /sait/ n [C/U] 1 something that is in some- 
one’s view, or the view someone has © [C] The 
finish line was a welcome sight for the runners. © [C] 
Don’t let the children out of your sight. © [U] Keep 
your bags in sight. 2 A sight is also an interesting 
place: [C] No sights in Moscow are more historic 
than the Kremlin. 
sight /sait/ v [T] © After several days at sea, the 
sailors finally sighted land. 
sighting /'sait-1n/ n [C] © This is the first sighting 
of an eastern bluebird in this part of the country. 
» Usage: sightseeing or sight? at SIGHTSEEING; 
view or sight? at VIEW SIGHT 

GUN PART /sait/ n [C] a device, esp. on a gun or 
TELESCOPE (= device for looking at objects that are 
far away), through which you look to help you aim 
at something © Locate the target in your sight. 


IDIOMS with sight 


ea sight for sore eyes someone or something that 
you are happy to see © After twenty hours of driving, 
my family was a sight for sore eyes. 

esight unseen without seeing or examining 
something © | never buy anything sight unseen. 


WORD FAMILY sight 

Nouns sight 
insight 
oversight 
sighting 


Adjectives sightless 
insightful 
unsightly 


Verbs 


sight 


sight-read y [I/T] to play or sing written music 
the first time you see it 


sightseeing /‘satt si:-1n/ n [U] the act of visit- 
ing interesting places, esp. while on vacation © Are 
you going to go sightseeing this afternoon? 
sightseer /'sart siz-ar/ n [C] someone who visits 
interesting places 


SIGN MARK /sain/ n[C] a written or printed mark 
that has a standard meaning © The symbol for sub- 
traction is the minus sign. 


PUBLIC INFORMATION /sain/ n [C] a device that 
gives information to people who see it O a stop sign 
© A neon sign marked the entrance to the parking 
garage. 

BODY MOVEMENT /sain/ n [C] a movement of the 
hands or body that gives information or an instruc- 
tion O He kept giving me the cut-throat sign to end 
the speech. 

Sign /sain/ v to communicate by using hand 
movements © [+ that clause] He signed that he’d be 
ready in five minutes. 


SIGNAL /sain/ n [C] a signal that something exists 
or that shows what might happen in the future © 
She was at least sharing her problems with me, and 
that was a sign of progress. © There was nobody in 
the place, and | thought that was a bad sign. © There 
are signs that he is thinking of running for president. 


WRITE /sarn/ v [I/T] 1 to write your name on a doc- 
ument to show that you agree with it or that you 
have written it yourself © [T] to sign a letter/con- 
tract/check © [I] Please sign for the package when it 
arrives (= write your name on a form to show that 
you have received it). 2 If an organization signs 
someone, that person has officially become a 
member of the organization by agreeing to a con- 
tract: [T] The team signed four new players this 
week. 


WORD FAMILY sign 


Nouns sign 
signal 
signatory 
signature 
signing 


Adjectives signed 
unsigned 


Verbs sign 
signal 


PHRASAL VERBS with sign 


esign away something [M] to give up your rights 
to something or ownership of it by formally sign- 
ing a document O She signed away her rights to the 
book before it became a best-seller. 
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sign in to write your name on a form when en- 
tering or leaving a place © Messengers are required 
to sign in at the front desk when they make a 
delivery. 

esign off to end a conversation or a television or 
radio broadcast 

esign off (on something) to approve something 
officially © Both sides signed off on a legally binding 
agreement last month. 

¢sign On 1 to agree to take part © Several corpo- 
rations have signed on to sponsor the tournament. 
2 If you sign on to an agreement, law, or idea, you 
State that you will support it: Nearly every state has 
signed on, agreeing to drop their lawsuits and accept 
a settlement. 

¢ sign something over (to someone) [M] to give up 
something by signing a formal document that 
gives it to someone else © He signed the land over 
to the city before he died. 

sign UP to join a group or organization © Kathy 
signed up for the soccer team this year. 

sign with someone to start working for an orga- 
nization or become a member of a sports team © 
Some teams have let players sign with other teams 
because they could not afford to keep them. 


signal ACTION /'sig:nal/ n [C] 1 an action, 
movement, or sound that gives information, a 
message, a warning, or an order © / tried to call but 
kept getting a busy signal. © When the lieutenant 
gave the signal, five police officers charged into the 
apartment. © In retrospect, looking at how she was 
acting, we should have been able to recognize the 
danger signals. 2 A signal is also a device, often 
with lights, that shows people or vehicles whether 
to stop, go, or move carefully. 
signal /'stg-nal/ v [I/T] © [I] When you learn to 
drive, you are told that you have to signal before you 
turn right or left. © [T] The police officer signaled us 
to stop. 

WAVE /'sig:nal/ n[C] a series of energy waves that 
carry a sound, picture, or other information © a 
low-frequency radio signal 

IMPORTANT /'sig-nal/ adj fm! unusual and impor- 
tant © You performed a signal service to our people, 
and we wish to express our gratitude. 


signatory /'sig-no,to:r-i, -,tour-i/ n [C] a per- 

son, organization, or country that signs an agree- 
ment © Canada was a signatory to the Geneva 
Convention. 


signature /‘sig-na-tfar, -,tfur/ n[C] your name 
written in the particular way you write it, esp. on 
a printed document to show that you have written 
it yourself © / need your signature on the credit card 
receipt. © We collected hundreds of signatures on our 
petition. 


significant © /sig'nif-1-kant/ adj important, 
large, or great, esp. in leading to a different result 
or to an important change © This election reaffirms 
a significant shift of the center of power. © Marriage 
is a significant commitment. 
significance © /sig'nif-1-kans/ n [U] © The full 
significance of space exploration may not be under- 
stood for many years to come. 


silence 


significantly © /sig 'nif-1-kant-li/ adv by a large 
amount © Our prison population has significantly in- 
creased in the last ten years. © Men are making sig- 
nificantly more money than women at the same 
professional level. 


signify © MEAN /'sig-na,fai/ v [T] to mean 
something, or be a sign of © Jn this picture, red 
represents sulfur and green signifies hydrogen. 


MAKE KNOWN /'sig-na ,fai/ v to make (something) 
known, to show © [I] All those in favor, please signify 
by raising your hands. © [+ that clause] | need a letter 
from you signifying that this matter is closed. 


WORD FAMILY SIGni 


Nouns significance Verbs signify 


insignificance Adverbs significantly 


Adjectives significant 
insignificant 


insignificantly 


sign language n [C/U] a system of commu- 
nication for people who cannot hear that uses 
hand and finger movements 


Signpost /'sain-poust/ n[C] 1 a pole with a sign 
on it, esp. showing the way to a place or the name 
of a road © The camp roads had signposts that read 
Sparks Street, Portage Avenue, Yonge Street, and the 
like. 2 fig. A signpost is also a clear signal that some- 
thing will happen: a signpost of progress 


Sikh /si:k/ na member of a religion based on the 
belief in one God and the equality of all people 
Sikh /si:k/ adj [not gradable] © a Sikh temple 
Sikhism /'si: kiz-am/ n [U] the Sikh religion 


silence QUIET /'sar-lans/ n [U] an absence of 
sound; complete quiet © A profound silence spread 
itself through the sleeping house. 
silent /'sar-lant/ adj © Madeleine turned back down 
the empty, silent street. 
silently /'sar-lant-li/ adv © Silently, he crept up the 
stairs. 
silencer /'sar-lan-sar/ n[C] a part that can be at- 
tached to a gun to reduce the noise when it is fired 


NO SPEAKING /'sai-lans/ n [C/U] a state of not 
speaking or making noise © [U] The two men ate in 
silence and listened to traffic swishing past on the 
highway. © [C] Her question was followed by a long 
silence (= a long period of time in which no one 
spoke). 
silence /'sai-lans/ v [T] to stop someone from 
speaking or from criticizing © Successful action 
could silence the administration’s critics. 
silent /'sar-lant/ adj 1 | have remained silent till 
now, Mike, but | have to tell you what | think. 2 If a 
letter in a word is silent, it is not pronounced: The 
“b” in doubt is silent. 
silently /'sar-lant-li/ adv without speaking, or 
only in the mind © After losing, the US players 
walked off the field silently. 


WORD FAMILY Sitence 


Nouns silence Verbs silence 


silencer 


Adverbs _ silently 


Adjectives silent 
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polit on 


silent partner n [C] someone who owns part 
of a business but does not make decisions about 
how it operates 


silhouette /jsil-o'wet/ n [C/U] a dark shape 
seen against a light background © [U] An uniden- 
tified witness was shown on camera in silhouette. 
silhouette /,sil-a'wet/ v [T] © Kate was silhouet- 
ted in the pale light of the porch. 


silicon /'sil-1-kan, -2,kan/ n[U] a common chem- 
ical element that is used in electronic devices, such 
as computers, and in making materials such as 
glass, concrete, and steel 


silicone /'sil-9,koun/ n[U] a chemical substance 
that is not easily damaged by heat or water, used 
for making many things including oils, plastics, 
and artificial body parts 


Silicon Valley n [UJ an area in northern Cali- 
fornia where there are many companies that make 
or use computer materials and electronic devices 


silk /silk/ n [U] a smooth, shiny cloth made from 
a thread produced by a type of CATERPILLAR (= 
small, tube-shaped insect), or the thread itself 0 a 
silk shirt 
silky /'stl-ki/, silken /'sil-kan/ adj made of silk, or 
soft and smooth like silk O a silky nightgown © silky 
fabrics 


silkworm /'silk w3rm/ n[C] a CATERPILLAR that 
produces threads which are used to make silk 


sill WINDOW BASE /sil/ n [C] a flat, horizontal 

piece, usually of wood, forming the base of the 
frame of a window © She leaned on the sill and 
looked out through the open window. 


ROCK LAYER /sil/ n[U] earth science a layer of rock 
that is created when hot melted rock forces itself 
into spaces between other rock, then cools and 
becomes solid 


silly /'sil-i/ adj showing a lack of thought or judg- 
ment; not serious and not showing much intelli- 
gence © a silly grin 0 | watched another silly movie 
last night. 
silliness /'stl-i:-nas/ n [U] © It’s time to stop the 
silliness and get serious. 


Silo /'sat-lou/ n[C] pisilos 1 a large structure, usu- 
ally cylindrical, used for storing grain or winter 
food for farm animals 2 A silo is also an under- 
ground structure for storing and firing MISSILES (= 
flying weapons). 

silt /silt/ n [U] sand or earth that has been carried 


along by flowing water and then left esp. at a bend 
in a river or at a river’s opening 


Silver METAL /'stI-var/ n[U] a white metal that is 
highly valued and used esp. in utensils, jewelry, 
coins, and decorative objects 
silver /'stl-var/ adj © a silver tray 

COLOR /'sil-var/ adj, n [U] (of) a bright gray-white 
color © silver hair 0 The book jacket was printed in 
silver and black. 


silver anniversary n [C] a celebration of the 
25th year of something, esp. a marriage 


silver medal n [C] a disk-shaped prize made 
of or covered with silver, given to a person or team 
that is second in a competition © Compare GOLD 
MEDAL; BRONZE MEDAL 


silverware /'sil-vor wer, -,wer/ n [U] knives, 
forks, and spoons used for eating and serving food, 
which may or may not be made of silver 


similar © /'sim-a-ler/ adj looking or being al- 
most the same, although not exactly © They both 
went to Ivy League schools and have similar back- 
grounds. © He used similar tactics to win the last 
election. 

similarity € /,s1m-a'lzr-at-i/ n [C/U] the state 
of being almost the same, or a particular way in 
which something is almost the same © [C] Even 
though there are many similarities between men and 
women, there still remain many differences. 
similarly @ /'stm-a-lar-li/ adv © The disease af- 
fects both sexes similarly. 


WORD FAMILY similar 


Nouns _ similarity Adjectives similar 


dissimilar 


Adverbs similarly 


simile /'stm-a-li:/ n [C/U] English an expression 
including the words “like” or “as” to compare one 
thing with another © [U] She was good at capturing 
a passing figure with an apt simile or comparison. 


simmer /'stm-ar/ v [I/T] to cook a liquid or 
something with liquid in it at a temperature 
slightly below boiling © [!] Add broth and simmer 
for 15 minutes. 
simmer /'stm-ar/ n [U] © Bring the water to a 
simmer. 
simmering /'stm-a-r1n/ adj [not gradable] 1 a 
pot of simmering water 2 fig. Something that is sim- 
mering is controlled but may burst out at any time, 
often violently: simmering tensions O The simmering 
controversy now appears to be coming to an end. 


simple PLAIN /'sim-pal/ adj [-er/-est only] with- 
out unnecessary or extra things or decorations; 
plain © a simple black dress © It’s a simple Boston 
lettuce salad. 
simplicity /stm 'plis-at-i/ n[U] © What fascinated 
us was the simplicity and usefulness of the design. 
simply /'stm-pli/ adv © He lived in a simply fur- 
nished apartment. © She lived simply, alone with her 
cat and her books. © See also: SIMPLY ; SIMPLY at 
SIMPLE EASY; SIMPLY at SIMPLE CONSIDERED 
ALONE 


EASY /'sim-pal/ adj [-er/-est only] easy to under- 
stand or do; not difficult or complicated © The rec- 
ipe is very simple. © There’s a simple solution if you 
don’t like what’s on TV — change the channel. 
simplicity /stm'plis-at-i/ n [U] © A flat tax has 
the virtue of simplicity, but | question how fair it 
would be. 
simplify /'stm-pla,far/ v [T] © We’re looking for 
ways to simplify the process of applying for US 
citizenship. 
simply /'stm-pli/ adv © To put it simply, we won't 
pay until we've received the goods we ordered. © See 
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879 sing 


also: SIMPLY; SIMPLY at SIMPLE PLAIN; SIMPLY at 
SIMPLE CONSIDERED ALONE 

simplification /,stm-plo-fi'ker- fan/ n [C/U] 
CONSIDERED ALONE /'sim-pal/ adj [not gradable] 
without considering or including anything else © 
The simple fact is the fee is high because the rights 
are valuable. 

simply /'stm:pli/ adv [not gradable] © Bowman 
said simply that “everything was OK.” © See also: 
SIMPLY; SIMPLY at SIMPLE PLAIN; SIMPLY at SIMPLE 
EASY 


COMMON /'sim:pal/ adj [-er/-est only] common or 
ordinary © I’ve got simple tastes, and I’m too old and 
cranky to change. 

FOOLISH /'sim-pal/ adj [-er/-est only] dated foolish; 
easily deceived © He’s a very simple young man. 


WORD FAMILY simple 


Nouns — simplicity 
simplification 


Adjectives simple 
simplistic 
simply 


Verbs Adverbs 


simplify 


simple-minded adj unable to deal with com- 
plicated matters 


simplistic /sim'plis:tik/ adj disapproving simple 
but not effectively dealing with a real situation or 
problem, which is more complicated © a simplistic 
idea/plan 


simply /'sim-pli/ adv [not gradable]} 1 just; only 
© | simply don't trust him. © We simply go to camp, 
set it up, and spend the weekend. © They voted not 
simply for him and his party, but against Boris Yelt- 
sin. 2 Simply is sometimes used for emphasis: That 
simply isn’t so! 0 See also: SIMPLY at SIMPLE PLAIN; 
SIMPLY at SIMPLE EASY; SIMPLY at SIMPLE CON- 
SIDERED ALONE 


simulate © /'sim-jaleit/ v [T] to create con- 
ditions or processes similar to something that ex- 
ists O Researchers are developing new techniques to 
simulate crashes. 
simulated © /'sim:ja,lett:ad/ adj [not grada- 
ble] made to look like something else; artificial © 
simulated leather 
simulation © /,sim:ja'ler:Jan/ n [C/U] a model 
of a real activity, created for training purposes or 
to solve a problem © [U] Astronauts are trained us- 
ing space flight simulation. 


simultaneous / sai-mal'ter-ni:-as, stm-al-/ adj 
[not gradable] happening or existing at exactly the 
same time © The report will be broadcast in Russian 
with simultaneous English translation. 
simultaneously /,sar-mal'ter-ni:-a-sli, sim: 
al-/ adv [not gradable] © To drive a car, you've got 
to learn to do several things simultaneously. 


sin /sin/ n [C/U] 1 an act of breaking a religious 
law, or such acts considered together © [C] in most 
religions, stealing is regarded as a sin. 2 Asin is also 
anything considered wrong: [C] /t is not a sin to 
drop your kid off at soccer practice and stay in the 
car to read a book. 
sin /stn/ v [I] -nn- 0 | don’t think there’s a good way 
to say | have sinned. 


sinful /'stn-fal/ adj 1 We all know that what he did 
is sinful, but it may not be illegal. 2 Sinful also means 
wrong: It’s sinful to waste food. 

sinner /'stn-ar/ n[C] a person who commits sins 


SIN (number) /'sin (‘nam-bar)/ n[C] Cdn, ab- 
breviation for SOCIAL INSURANCE NUMBER. 


since TIME /sins/ adv [not gradable] from a par- 
ticular time in the past until now © Alfredo left the 
house at six this morning, and we haven’t seen him 
since. 0 | got my first job in 1973 and I’ve been work- 
ing ever since (= from then until now). 
since /sins/ prep © A lot has happened since 1980. 
since /sins/ conjunction © It’s been more than two 
years since we moved back to New York. 


BECAUSE /sins/ conjunction because; as © Since 
you ve asked, I'll tell you what | really think. 


IDIOM with since 


esince when for how long have you believed o 
Since when do you have the right to tell me what to 
do? O USAGE: Used in questions to show anger be- 
cause you do not believe something is right or 
true. 


sincere /sin'sir/ adj (esp. of feelings, beliefs, 
Opinions, or intentions) honest; not false or in- 
vented © sincere modesty/belief/statement © More 
than sincere words of support, we need action. 
sincerely /sin'str-li/ adv [not gradable] 1 / sin- 
cerely hope she’s happy with her decision. 2 Sin- 
cerely or Sincerely yours is a common way to end 
a letter to someone who is not a friend or family 
member, before you sign your name. 

sincerity /sin'ser-at-i, -'str-/ n [U] 0 She spoke 
with such sincerity, you had to believe her. 


See also: honest 
An alternative to “sincere” is genuine. 

His surprise was perfectly genuine. 

He’s a very genuine person. 
True or real can be used about feelings which 
are sincere. 


He showed true concern for his students. 


She didn’t show any real regret for what she 
had done. 


If a feeling is strong and sincere, you could use 
the adjective heartfelt. 


His heartfelt desire is to end world hunger. 


sine /sain/, abbreviation sin n [C] trigonometry in 
a triangle that has one angle of 90°, the RATIO (= 
relationship) of the length of the side opposite an 
angle less than 90° divided by the length of the 
HYPOTENUSE (= the side opposite the 90° angle) 


sinew /'sin-ju:/ n [C usually pl] a strong cord of 
muscle found in meat; a TENDON 
sinewy /'sin-ja-wi/ adj © lean, sinewy thighs 


sinful /'sin-fal/ adj See at SIN. 


sing /stn/ v [I/T] past simp. sang, sung, past part. 
sung 1 to make musical sounds with the voice © 
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singe 


[T] She sings really terrible songs in the shower. © [I] 
At dawn, the birds began to sing. © [|] We sang along 
to (= sang with) the radio while driving. 2 \f you 
sing someone to sleep, you sing until the person 
goes to sleep: She sang her baby to sleep. 

singer /'stn-ar/ n [C] a person who sings, esp. 
someone whose job is singing 

WORD FAMILY sing 

Nouns 


singer Verbs sing 


Adjectives unsung 


IDIOM with sing 


esing someone’s/something’s praises, sing the 
praises of someone/something to praise someone 
or something with enthusiasm © The review in the 
paper sings the movie’s praises. 


singe /sind3/ v [T] pres. part. singeing to burn 
something slightly, or to be burned slightly © The 
candle singed his arm hairs. 


single OnE /'sin-gal/ adj [not gradable] 1 one 
only © A single customer was left in the shop. 0 Com- 
pare DOUBLE TWICE 2 A single bed is a bed for one 
person. 
singly /'stn-gli/ adv [not gradable] © Students can 
work singly or in pairs. 
single /'stn-gal/ n[C] 1 A single is a one-dollar 
bill. 2 A single is also a room for only one person. 
singles /'sin-galz/ n[C] pl singles (esp. in tennis) 
a game played with one player on each side 

SEPARATE /'sin-gal/ adj [not gradable] considered 
by itself or separate from other things © Taxes are 
the single most important source of funds for the 
government. 

NOT MARRIED /'sin-gal/ adj [not gradable] not 
married © He’s been single for so long, | don’t think 
he'll ever marry. 
single /'s1n-gal/ n[C] a person who is not married 
© Singles pay more in income tax than married peo- 
ple do. 


WORD FAMILY single 


Nouns 


single 


Adjectives single 
singular 


singly 
singularly 


singles 


singular Adverbs 


Verbs single 


PHRASAL VERB with single 


esingle out someone/something [M] to choose 
someone or something for special attention © You 
can’t just single out young people when you talk 
about what's wrong with the country. 


single file n [U] a line with one person behind 
another © The children walked single file down the 
hall. 


single-handed adj [not gradable] involving 
only one person’s work or effort © The round-the- 
world single-handed race is sailing’s ultimate 
challenge. 
single-handedly advo She single-handedly sup- 
ported the family after her husband's death. 
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single-minded aj only doing things that re- 
late to one activity or interest © She is single-minded 
in her pursuit of her studies. 


singsONng /'sin-so:n/ adj [not gradable] becom- 
ing higher and lower in a regular, boring way 
when speaking © Her singsong reading of that report 
actually put me to sleep. 


singular GRAMMAR /'stn-gja-ler/ adj [not grad- 
able] grammar being the form of a word used to 
talk about only one thing © a singular noun/verb © 
“Woman” is singular, but “women” is plural. © 
Compare PLURAL 
singular /'stn-gja-ler/ n [C/U] grammar o [U] 
The singular of “clouds” is “cloud.” 

NOTICEABLE /'sin-gja-lor/ adj [not gradable] un- 
usual and easily noticed © His campaign was sin- 
gular because he talked about issues and did not 
attack his opponents’ personal lives. 
singularly /'sin-gja-lar-li/ adv [not gradable] ob- 
viously or particularly O New England has some sin- 
gularly beautiful towns. 


sinister /'sin-a-star/ adj [not gradable] evil, or 
suggesting that something evil is going to happen 
© She has dark, sinister eyes that make you nervous 
when she looks at you. 


sink GO BELOW WATER /sink/ v [I/T] past simp. 
sank, sunk, past part. sunk to move below the sur- 
face of water © [I] The boat filled with water and 
began to sink. © [T] It isn’t clear exactly what sank 
the ship. © Related adjective: SUNKEN 

FALL /sink/ v [I/T] past simp. sank, sunk, past part. 
sunk 1 to fall or move to a lower level © [I] The sun 
sank slowly below the horizon. © [|] Exhausted after 
the race, she sank to the ground. © [I] My feet sink 
into the sand with every step. © [I] Gasoline prices 
sank last year. © [I] Relations between the countries 
have sunk to a new low. 2 To sink a ball is to hit it 
into a hole, as in golf and POOL, or throw it 
through a HOOP (= ring with a net) in BASKETBALL. 
3 People or animals who sink theirteeth into some- 
thing bite hard: | sank my teeth into the sandwich. 
sinking /'sin-kin/ adj 1 He throws a sinking fastball 
(= one that moves down). 2 A sinking feeling is a 
feeling that something bad is happening or will 
happen: He had a sinking feeling that he would not 
make the team. 


DESTROY /sink/ v[T] past simp. sank, sunk, past part. 
sunk to cause something to fail © A price war sank 
the company. © | thought these issues would sink his 
career. 

CONTAINER /sink/ n [C] a container for water in a 
kitchen or bathroom used for washing and con- 
nected to pipes that bring and carry off water 


IDIOMS with sink 


esink or swim a situation in which you will fail if 
you do not make a lot of effort © When we started 
the business, it was sink or swim. 

esink your teeth into something to become com- 
pletely involved in something © /t was a story you 
could really sink your teeth into. 
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sit 


PHRASAL VERBS with sink 


esink back to move into a relaxed, comfortable 
position © He sank back in his chair and closed his 
eyes. 

esink in BECOME KNOWN to become understood 
or known © It took a while for the reality of my sit- 
uation to sink in. 

esink in BE ABSORBED (of liquid) to be absorbed 
© Wait a few minutes to let the moisturizer sink in. 
esink into something BECOME WORSE to change 
to a worse state or condition © He sank into a coma. 
© The play starts well, then sinks into melodrama. 
esink something into something SPEND MONEY to 
spend money on something or invest money in 
something © No developer is going to sink millions 
of dollars into something he can’t sell. 

esink into something UNDERSTAND to realize or 
understand something © Finally the full extent of his 
words sank into her brain. 

esink into something BECOME COVERED to be 
covered or absorbed by something © My feet sank 
into the sand with every step. 


sinus /'sar-nas/ n [C] any of the hollow spaces in 
the bones of the head that open into the nose 


sip /stp/ v[T] -pp- to drink a liquid slowly by taking 
in small amounts at a time © He sipped the hot 
coffee. 
Sip /sip/ n[C] © He took another sip of tea. 


siphon, syphon /'sar-fan/ n[C] a tube for moving 
a liquid from one container to another or to a 
lower level, using the weight of air to keep the 
liquid flowing through the tube 
siphon, syphon /'sai:fan/ v[T always + adv/prep] 
© We had to siphon some gas into the tank before 
the car would start. 


PHRASAL VERB with siphon 


esiphon off something [M] to gradually steal 
money or goods, usually from a business or gov- 
ernment © Over the years, she siphoned off hundreds 
of thousands of dollars from various accounts. 


sir /s3r/ n[C] 1 a polite word used to address a 
man © Excuse me, sir, do you know what time it is? 
2 Sir is used at the beginning of a formal letter to 
a man you do not know: Dear Sir © Compare 
MADAM WOMAN 


Sir /s3r/ n [U] used as a title with the first or full 
name of a man given a rank of honor by a king or 
queen 


sire MALE PARENT /sair/ n[C] the male parent of 
an animal with four feet 
sire /sair/ v[T] to be the male parent of an animal 
© The large bay colt was sired by Pleasant Colony. 


KING /sair/ n [C] old use used as a form of address 
to a king 


siren DEVICE /'sai-ran/ n [C] a device that makes 
a loud warning noise © The terrible wail of sirens 
signaled a disaster. 

WOMAN /'sar-ran/ n [C] (in ancient Greek litera- 
ture) a creature who was half woman and half bird, 
whose singing brought ships into dangerous 
waters 


siren call) siren song n[C] a powerful attraction 
© | responded to the siren call of the road and left 
home to drive across the country. 


sirloin (steak) /'s3r-to1n (‘sterk)/ n [C/U] the 
best meat from the lower back of cattle 


SIS /s1s/ n [C] short form of SISTER 


sissy /'sts-i/ n [C] infml a boy who seems to be 
easily frightened and not brave, or who is not in- 
terested in things boys usually like © Dancing was 
for sissies when | was a kid. 


sister /'sis-tar/n [C] 1 a female who has the same 
parents as another person © an older/younger sister 
2 A sister is also a member of the same race, 
church, religious group, or organization: a sorority 
sister 3 Sister may be used as a form of address to 
a woman. 
sisterhood /'sis-tar hud/ n [U] a feeling of 
shared interests and support among women 
sister-in-law /'sis-ta-ran ,lo:/ n [C] pl sisters-in- 
law the wife of someone’s brother, or the sister of 
someone’s husband or wife, or the wife of the 
brother of someone’s husband or wife 
sisterly /'sis-tar-li/ adj like or characteristic of a 
sister © sisterly love 


sit REST /sit/ v[I/T] pres. part. sitting, past sat to be 
in a position with your buttocks on a surface that 
supports your body, or to cause someone to be in 
this position © [!] Andrea was sitting on the couch, 
watching TV. © [T] Dad sat her on a chair and told 
her not to move. © Sit still (= sit without moving) 
while | comb your hair! 
sitting /'sit-1n/ n [C] © | read the book in one sit- 
ting. © It took several sittings for the artist to paint 
her portrait. 


BE IN A POSITION /sit/ v [I] pres. part. sitting, past sat 
to be or stay in a position or place © That book is 
still sitting on my shelf unread. © The college sits on 
top of a hill. 


MEET /sit/ v [I] pres. part. sitting, past sat (of a leg- 
islature or court) to have an official meeting or se- 
ries of meetings © The Supreme Court sits from 
October to June. 


TAKE CARE /sit/ v [!/T] short form of BABY-SIT 
sitter /'sit-ar/ n [C] short form of BABY-SITTER 


IDIOMS with sit 


¢not sit well with someone to be difficult for some- 
one to agree with or accept © The principal's deci- 
sion did not sit well with many parents. 

esit on your hands to do nothing © The President 
sat on his hands for three years and blamed 
Congress. 

esit tight to wait patiently and take no action © 
You sit tight, and I'll go get help. 

esitting pretty in a good situation © Our apart- 
ment isn’t expensive, so we're sitting pretty. 

e sit up and take notice to suddenly give attention 
to something when you had not done so before 0 
The losses in the election have made party leaders 
finally sit up and take notice. 


PHRASAL VERBS with sit 


esit around (somewhere) to sit somewhere and do 
nothing or do nothing in particular © He just sits 
around the house watching TV. 
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sitcom 882 


esit back 1 to rest in a comfortable position © Sit 
back, relax, and enjoy the flight. 2 To sit back is also 
to take no action: You can’t just sit back and let 
them close the library. 

e sit by to do nothing when something bad is hap- 
pening or about to happen © The community will 
not sit by while others attack their freedom of 
expression. 

esit down to move from a standing position to a 
sitting position © They sat down on a park bench. © 
She slipped on the ice and sat down with a thump. 
e sit in BE PRESENT to be present at an event with- 
out being involved © Do you mind if | sit in on your 
Class? 

esit in ACT FOR SOMEONE 1 to fulfill a responsi- 
bility for another person © The vice president will sit 
in for the president at today’s meeting. 2 A musician 
who sits in plays music with someone the musician 
does not usually play with: Jeanne needed a drum- 
mer and asked if | could sit in. 

esit on something NOT USE to not use something 
O The supervisors want a tax increase for law enforce- 
ment when they are sitting on a huge budget surplus. 
© It’s hard to imagine how the government could 
have sat on this information. 

esit on something BE A MEMBER to be a member 
of an official group © Our senator sits on the sub- 
committee for foreign relations. 

e sit out something [M] to not be involved in some- 
thing © He sat out the football season because of a 
contract dispute. O She knew she couldn't sit this 
election out, as she had the last one. 

esit through something to stay until something is 
completed © It’s hard for little kids to sit through a 
whole baseball game. 

esit up STRAIGHTEN to straighten your body or 
move into a sitting position © She was finally strong 
enough to sit up in bed. 

e sit up STAY AWAKE to stay awake late, esp. past 
the time that you usually go to bed © We sat up 
talking until 2 a.m. 

esit with someone to be considered by someone 
O When someone calls you “a woman of letters,” 
how does that sit with you? © Their long conversa- 
tions didn’t sit well with the boss. 


sitcom /'sit-kam/, situation comedy n[C] a tele- 
vision series in which the same characters are in- 
volved in amusing situations in each show 


site © /satt/ n [C] a place where something is, 
was, or will be © The fort is now a historic site. 0 The 
fan club has its own Web site. 


sit-in /'stt-1n/ n[C] social studies a public event 
in which a person or group enters a place and re- 
fuses to leave until certain demands have been 
agreed to © Students carried out a sit-in at the gov- 
ernor’s office to protest higher tuition costs. 


sitting duck n [C] a person or thing in a situ- 
ation that is easy to attack © A car without side- 
impact airbags is a sitting duck if it’s hit broadside 
by an SUV. 


situate /'sitJ-9,weit/ v [T always + adv/prep] to 
put something in a particular position © The res- 
taurant is situated near the Hudson River. 
situation /,sitf-a'wer-fan/ n [C] a condition or 
combination of conditions that exist at a particular 


time © | was ina situation where | didn’t have cash 
handy. 


situation comedy n [C] a siITCOmM 


sit-up /'sit-ap/ n[C] an exercise that strengthens 
your stomach muscles, in which you lie down ana 
lift yourself into a sitting position without using 
your arms 


Six /stks/ number 1 6 © My sister is six. © a six-sided 
figure 2 Six can also mean six o'clock. 
sixth /stks@/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 This skater is ranked 
sixth in the world. 0[C] We leave on the sixth of June. 
2 A sixth is one of six equal parts of something. 


six-pack DRINKS, six pack n[C] a set of six cans 
or bottles of a drink sold together 


MUSCLES, six pack n [C] a set of well-developed 
muscles on someone’s stomach © | train to be fit 
for football, but | bare my six-pack on the beach in 
San Diego. 


sixteen /sik'sti:n/ number 16 © Jamie just turned 
sixteen. O a sixteen-piece picnic set 
sixteenth /stk'sti:n@/ adj, adv, n [C] 9 On this 
list, my name is sixteenth. © [C] This is the sixteenth 
of August. 2 A sixteenth is one of sixteen equal 
parts of something. 


sixteenth note n [C] musica note that is typ- 
ically equal to half the length of an EIGHTH NOTE 
> Picture: notation 


sixth sense n[C usually sing] an ability to know 
something without using the ordinary five SENSES 
of sight, hearing, smell, touch, and taste © My sixth 
sense told me something awful was going to happen. 


sixty /'stk-sti/ number 60 © My uncle is sixty. © a 
sixty-foot boat 
sixties, 60s, 60’s /'stk-sti:z/ p/ n the numbers 60 
through 69 © The temperature is expected to be in 
the sixties (= between 60° and 69°). © This building 
was a concert hall in the sixties (= between 1960 
and 1969). © Uncle Buddy is in his sixties (= between 
60 and 69 years old). 
sixtieth /'stk-sti:-20/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 He finished 
sixtieth in the marathon. 2 A sixtieth is one of sixty 
equal parts of something. 


Size DEGREE /saiz/ n [C/U] the degree to which 
something or someone is large or small © [C] an 
average size © [U] to double in size © [U] Have you 
seen the size of their house? © [C] Skirts come in 
many colors and sizes. © [U] The camera is roughly 
the size of a business-card case. 
sizable /'sat-za-bal/ adj large © Emanuel already 
has a sizable amount of money saved up for college. 
size /,saiz/, sized /,saizd/ adj of a particular size © 
The house is tiny, just three medium-size rooms and 
a kitchen. 0 We can give you a special rental rate on 
a full-sized car (= a large car). 

MEASURE /sa1z/ n[C] one of the standard measures 
according to which goods are made or sold © She 
generally wears a size 12. © What is your shoe size? 
© The boxes come in many sizes. 


PHRASAL VERB with size 


esize up something [M] to examine something in 
order to make a judgment or form an opinion © 


z bat | ahot | a1 bite | au house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | 9 alone 


skill 


After sizing up the opposition, Abe suggested a 
strategy. 


sizzle /'siz-al/ v [I] to make the sound of food 
frying © Doughnuts sizzled in the hot fat. © (fig.) This 
movie sizzles with excitement. 
sizzle /'s1z-al/ n [U] © (fig.) Their reporting lacks 
sizzle (= excitement). 


skate /skeit/ n [C] a special shoe or boot with 
wheels for moving quickly over a smooth surface, 
or an ICE SKATE (= shoe with a metal blade for slid- 
ing over ice) © | caught my skates in a rut and fell. 
skate /skeit/ v [I] © She skated over to me. 
skater /'skert-ar/ n [C] © Skaters glided across the 
ice. 
skating /'skeit-1n/ n [U] © She loves to go skating. 


skateboard /'skeit:bo:rd, -bourd/ n [C] a 
short, flat board with small wheels under each end 
which a person stands on and moves forward by 
pushing one foot on the ground 
skateboard /'skeit:bo:rd, -bourd/ v [I] © He 
skateboards to school sometimes. 


skeletal /'skel-at-2I/ adj of or like a SKELETON (= 
frame of bones) © skeletal injuries 


skeletal muscle n [C] biology any of the 
muscles that are connected to the bones and work 
to create movement of the bones and joints 


skeleton /'skel-at-2n/ n [C] the frame of bones 
supporting a human or animal body © We found a 
deer skeleton. 


IDIOM with skeleton 


ea skeleton in the closet a secret that would 
cause embarrassment if it were known © Almost 
everybody has a skeleton in the closet. 


skeleton crew, skeleton staff n [C] the small- 
est number of people needed to keep a business 
or organization operating © On weekends the hos- 
pital has a skeleton staff. 


skeptic /'skep-tik/ n [C] a person who doubts 
the truth or value of an idea or belief 
skeptical /'skep-ti-kal/ adjo They're very skeptical 
of his motives. 
skepticism /'skep-ta,siz-am/ n [U] © He displays 
a healthy skepticism toward his own beliefs. 


sketch DRAWING /sket{/ n [C] a simple, quickly 
made drawing © a pen and ink sketch 
sketch /sketf/ v [I/T] © [I] | like to sketch. 
HUMOROUS PERFORMANCE /sketJ/ n [C] a short, 
humorous part of a stage, television, or radio show 
© She helped write a sketch for a comedy show. 
DESCRIPTION /sket{/ n [C] a short description that 
does not give many details © a biographical sketch 
sketchy /'sketf-i/ adj not detailed or not com- 
plete © Officials provided only sketchy details of the 
trip. 


PHRASAL VERB with sketch 


e sketch in/out something [M] to give some details 
about something © Sketch out the situation for me. 


skew /skju:/ v [T] to cause information or results 
to be changed © Biased questions can skew the 
results. 


skewed /skju:d/ adj © Maybe your world view is a 
little skewed (= not accurate). © Her smile is slightly 
skewed (= not straight). 


skewer /'skju:-ar, skjur/ n [C] a long, thin rod 
that is put through pieces of food, esp. meat, for 
cooking 
skewer /'skju:-ar, skjur/ v [T] © He skewered the 
onion with a toothpick. 


ski /ski:/ n [C] either of a pair of long, narrow 
pieces of wood or other material which curve up 
at the front and are fastened to boots so the per- 
son wearing them can move quickly and easily 
over snow 
ski /ski:/ v [I] skis, pres. part. skiing, past skied © We 
skied a lot when we were younger. 
skier /'ski:-ar/ n[C] © There are lots of skiers on the 
slopes today. 
skiing /'ski:-1n/ n [U] © I'm going skiing. 


skid /skid/ v [I] -dd- (esp. of a vehicle) to slide 
unintentionally on a surface © His car skidded on a 
patch of ice. © (fig.) Stock prices skidded again today 
(= they dropped suddenly). 
skid /skid/ n [C] © The roads were slick, and we 
went into a skid. © (fig.) They won three games, then 
went into a skid (= begin to lose frequently). 


IDIOM with skid 


eon the skids failing © Both of the government pro- 
grams were on the skids. O Compare HIT THE SKIDS 
at HIT IDIOMS 


Skid Row /'skid'rou/ n [C usually sing] infmi a 

street or part of a town that is poor and dirty, 
where many people who have no jobs or homes 
spend time 


Skill /skil/ n [C/U] a special ability to do some- 
thing © [C] Schools often do not provide students 
with marketable skills. © [U] He lacked skill as a 
painter. 
skillful /'skil-fal/ adj Kraft was a skillful composer. 
skillfully /‘skil-fa-li/ adv © Some students are un- 
able to use dictionaries skillfully. 
skilled /skild/ adj © Many companies depend on 
skilled labor. 


WORD FAMILY skill 


Nouns _ skill Adjectives _ skillful 
skilled 


unskilled 


Adverbs _ skillfully 


A common phrase which means the same as 
“skillful” is good at. 

She’s very good at dealing with people. 
If someone is skillful and seems to have a spe- 
cial natural ability you could describe that per- 
son as able, gifted, or talented. 

She’s a very able student. 

She's a gifted musician. 

He's a very talented actor. 
Adept and deft are used when someone is very 
skillful and clever at doing something. > 
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skillet 


Her movements were deft and quick. 
She’s very adept at dealing with all 
management issues. 

Accomplished means skillful, especially when 
talking about someone who writes, plays mu- 
sic, etc. 

He’s an accomplished pianist. 
Someone who is skillful because he or she has 
practiced something a lot can be described as 
competent or proficient. 

She's a very competent skier. 

He’s a proficient horseback rider. 


skillet /'skil-at/ n[C] a FRYING PAN 


skim MOVE ABOVE /skim/ v [I/T] -mm- to move 
quickly just above or on a surface, or to cause 
something to move above or on a surface © [I] 
Skaters skim over the ice. © [T] | skimmed a pebble 
across the lake. 


READ QUICKLY /skim/ v [I/T] -mm- to read or look 
at something quickly to understand the main 
points, without studying it in detail O [T] You can’t 
just skim the tax forms. © [I] Skim through this report. 

REMOVE /skim/ v [T] -mm- to remove something 
solid from the surface of a liquid © Stew the chicken, 
then skim the fat. 


skim milk, skimmed milk n[U] milk from which 
the fat has been removed 


skimp /skimp/ v [I] to use less of something than 
is necessary © The district skimps on staff training. 
skimpy /‘skim:pi/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 skimpy 
knowledge 2 Skimpy clothing is made with only a 
small amount of material: skimpy swimsuits 


skin BODY COVER /skin/ n[C/U] the natural outer 
layer that covers a person or animal © [C] leopard 
skins © [U] He had dark, leathery skin. 
skin /skin/ v [T] -nn- to remove skin from an ani- 
mal, or to rub skin off a part of the body © Bridget 
fell off her bike and skinned her knee. 
FRUIT/VEGETABLE COVER /skin/ n [C] the outer 
covering of some fruits and vegetables © potato 
skins 

SURFACE /skin/ n [C/U] a thin, solid surface © [C] 
Those airplanes have titanium skins to survive the 
heat. 


IDIOM with skin 


eskin and bones extremely thin © Your brother is 
just skin and bones - has he been sick? 


skin-deep /'skin'‘di:p/ adj powerful or strong 
only in appearance © Her confidence was only skin- 
deep. 


skinhead /'skin-hed/ n[C] disapproving a young 
person, esp. a man, who has very short hair or no 
hair, refuses to accept society, and may behave 
violently toward others 


skinny THIN /'skin-i/ adj [-er/-est only] very thin 


© She’s shorter and skinnier than me. © My bike has 
skinny tires. 


INFORMATION /'skin-i/ n [U] slang the true infor- 
mation about someone or something © Get the 
skinny on hundreds of celebs in our “People Profiles” 
section. 


skin-tight adj (of clothes) fitting very tightly 


skip MOVE /skip/ v [I] -pp- to move lightly and 
quickly, esp. with small dancing or jumping steps 
© He skipped off to school. 

LEAVE /skip/ v [I/T] -pp- infmi/ to leave a place 
quickly © [T] Mark took the money and then skipped 
town. 


AVOID /skip/ v [T] to not do or have something; 
avoid © Martin skipped fifth grade. © | skipped lunch 
today. 


PHRASAL VERBS with skip 


eskip out (on something/someone) to avoid a re- 
sponsibility, esp. by leaving or not appearing © He 
explained why he skipped out on a live radio ap- 
pearance. © | was hoping | might be able to skip out 
at 4 o'clock, but my boss wants this done by 
Monday. 

e skip over something [M] to avoid reading or look- 
ing at something © | usually skip over the boring 
stuff. 


skipper /'skip-er/ n[C] infm/ the person in charge 
of a ship or boat 


skirmish /‘skar-mi1j/ n[C] (in wars) a short fight 
that is usually not planned and happens away from 
the main area of fighting, or any short fight © Gov- 
ernment troops lost a minor skirmish. O The court 
skirmish over video rights to the movie continues. 


skirt CLOTHING /‘sk3rt/ n[C] a piece of women’s 
clothing that hangs from the waist and does not 
have material between the legs, or the part of a 
dress below the waist © She looked good in a skirt 
and blouse. 


GO AROUND /'skart/ v [T] to go around or move 
along the edge of something © We were skirting 
the highways and taking the back roads. 


Skit /skit/ n[C] a short, amusing play © | wrote a 
skit for my English class. 


skittish /'skit-1f/ adj (of people and animals) 
nervous and easily frightened © The kitten was re- 
ally skittish. 


Skulk /skalk/ v [I] to hide or move around as if 
trying not to be seen, usually with bad intentions 
© Dogs were skulking in the alleys. 


skull /skal/ n [C] the bones of the head that sur- 
round the brain, or infm! someone’s mind or head 
© He fractured his skull in an automobile accident. © 
(infml) Cartoons will fill your skull full of mush. 


skullcap /'skal-kep/ n [C] a small, round hat 
that fits closely on the top of the head, worn esp. 
by some religious men 


skunk /skank/ n [C] a small, furry, black-and- 
white animal with a large tail, which makes a 
strong, unpleasant smell as a defense when it is 
attacked 


z bat | a hot | a1 bite | au house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


885 slap 


sky /skat/ n the area above the earth in which 
clouds, the sun, and the stars can be seen © [U] 
White clouds dotted the sky. © [pl] They strolled be- 
neath clear blue skies. 


IDIOM with sky 


ethe sky is the limit there is no limit © Houseboats 
can be inexpensive, but on prices for bigger boats the 
sky is the limit. 


skydiving /'skar ,dar-vin/ n [U] the sport of 
jumping from an aircraft and falling through the 
air before opening a PARACHUTE (= a circular cloth 
with ropes) 


sky-high adj at a very high level © Our expecta- 
tions of him were sky-high. 


skylight /'skar-lait/ n [(C] a window built into a 
roof 


skyline /'skar-lain/ n [C] the shape of objects 
against the sky, esp. buildings in a city 


skyrocket /'skar ,rak-at/ v [I] (esp. of amounts) 
to rise extremely quickly © The value of their busi- 
ness skyrocketed last year. 


skyscraper /'skai skret-par/ n [C] a very tall 
building © The restaurant is at the top of one of the 
big downtown skyscrapers. 


slab /slzb/ n [C] a thick, flat, usually square or 
rectangular piece of a solid substance © a marble 
slab 


slack NOTTIGHT /slzk/ adj [-er/-est only] not 
tight; loose © His jaw went slack, and he looked 
puzzled. 
slacken /'slak-an/ v [I/T] to loosen something, 
or to become loose © [I] His muscles slackened un- 
der the steaming shower. 
slack /slak/ n [U] © There was too much slack in 
the cable. 

NOT ACTIVE /slak/ adj [-er/-est only] showing a 
lack of activity; not busy or happening in a positive 
way © The teachers are kind of slack about enforcing 
rules. 
slacken /'slak-an/ v [I/T] to become slower or 
less busy © [T] Let’s slacken our pace a little. 
slacker /'slak-ar/ n[C] infml, disapproving a person 
who does not work hard © Dad says my boyfriend’s 
a Slacker. ; 
slack /slak/ n 


IDIOM with slack 


epick up the slack, take up the slack to improve 
a situation by doing something that someone else 
has not done or not completed © With our best 
player injured, other players have to pick up the slack. 


PHRASAL VERB with slack 


e slack off to work less hard or to be less than is 
usual or necessary © Workers tend to slack off on 
Mondays and Fridays. 


Slacks  /slzeks/ p/n a pair of pants © They both wore 
gray slacks and white shirts. 


slag /slag/ n [U] waste material produced when 
removing unwanted substances from metals 


slain /slein/ past participle of SLAY 


slake /sletk/ v [T] to satisfy a need to drink or a 
desire for something © Two new natural-gas plants 
should help slake the country’s demand for power. 


slalom /'slal-am/ n [C/U] a race, esp. down a 
mountain on SKIS, in which the competitors follow 
a path that curves around a series of poles © [C] 
He competed in his last World Cup slalom last March. 


slam /slzem/ v [I/T] -mm- to move against a hard 
surface with force and usually a loud noise, or to 
cause something to move this way © [I] The truck 
slammed into an oncoming car. © [T] Ray slammed 
the door shut. 
slam /sleem/ n[C usually sing] © He closed the door 
with a slam. 


slammer /'slam-ar/ n [U] slang prison © He’s do- 
ing ten years in the slammer. 


slander /'slzen-dar/n [C/U] a false, spoken state- 
ment about someone which damages that per- 
son’s reputation, or the making of such a 
statement © [U] Political campaigns are full of 
shameless slander. © Compare LIBEL 
slander /'slan-dar/ v[T] © Her statement was not 
meant to slander anybody — it’s just descriptive. 
slanderous /'slan-da-ras/ adj © McCarthy un- 
leashed slanderous accusations in every direction. 


slang /slzn/ n[U] Englishvery informal language 
that is used esp. in speech by particular groups of 
people and which sometimes includes words that 
are not polite © computer/teenage slang 
slangy /'sleen-i/ adj © a slangy style of writing 


slant LEAN /slznt/ v [I] to lean in a diagonal di- 
rection, or to Cause (something) to slope © Rays of 
sunlight slanted down on her. 
slant /slaent/ n [U] © Most ocean beaches are ona 
slant. 


OPINION /slaent/ n [C] someone’s opinion about a 
subject that is expressed by ignoring or hiding 
some information and emphasizing other infor- 
mation © He put his own liberal slant on the gen- 
eral’s writings. 
slant /sleent/ v[T] © He was known to slant reports, 
writing what his boss wanted to hear. 


slap HIT /slzp/ v [T] -pp- to hit someone quickly 
with the flat part of the hand © In the movie, he 
kisses her and she slaps his face. 
slap /sleep/ n [C] © She testified that she had only 
given her child a slap and had not meant to hurt her. 

PUT QUICKLY /slzp/ v[T always + adv/prep] to put 
or move something quickly or with force © Once | 
got to the counter, | slapped down my passport. 


IDIOMS with slap 


ea slap in the face an insult, esp. when it comes 
as a surprise © It was a real slap in the face when 
they didn’t invite me to the wedding. 

ea slap on the wrist a small punishment when a 
more severe punishment is deserved © They rob 
someone on the street and they get a slap on the 
wrist — thirty days in jail. 
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slapdash 


PHRASAL VERB with slap 


eslap down something/someone [M] to severely 
criticize or defeat something or someone © She 
showed no regrets after being slapped down by a 
panel of judges. 


slapdash /'slzp-de/ adj done or made in a 
hurry and without care 


slapstick /'slap-stik/ n [U] a type of acting in- 
tended to be amusing because of the timing of fast 
physical actions, typically of someone falling or be- 
ing hit by something or someone 


slash REDUCE /slz{/ v [T] to reduce an amount 
by a lot © Airfares have been slashed on most do- 
mestic routes. 
slash /slaef/ n[C] © a slash in prices 

CUT /sleJ/ v [I/T] to cut someone or something 
with a sharp blade in a quick, swinging action © [l] 
Arauz slashed through brush with a machete. 
SLOPING LINE /slze{/ n [C] a mark in the form of a 
sloping line (/), used in signs to mean not permit- 
ted, and to separate numbers or words © The no- 
parking sign had a red slash through a picture of a 
car. O Fractions are often written with slashes, for 
example 2/3. 


slat /slat/ n [C] a thin, narrow piece of wood, 
plastic, or metal used to make such things as 
floors, furniture, or window coverings © She closed 
the slats of the Venetian blinds. 


slate ROCK /sleit/ n[U] a dark gray rock that can 
be divided into wide, flat, thin pieces 
SCHEDULE /sleit/ v [T] to schedule or expect to 


happen © The festival is slated to run here January 
28th to February 7th. 


POLITICS /sleit/ n[C] the people of a particular po- 
litical party who are trying to be elected to offices 
in government in an election © The Republicans are 
expected to announce their slate tomorrow. 


slaughter KILLING ANIMALS /'slo:t-ar/ n [U] 
the killing of animals for their meat, or the killing 
of large numbers of animals in a cruel manner 
slaughter /'slo:t-ar/ v [T] to kill animals, esp. for 
their meat 

KILLING PEOPLE /'slo:t-ar/ n [U] the killing of large 
numbers of people 0 We must find ways of reducing 
the slaughter on the highways (= deaths of many 
people in car accidents). 
slaughter /'slo:t-ar/ v[T] 1 to kill large numbers 
of people 2 infm/|n sports and other competitions, 
to slaughter is to defeat easily: The Red Sox slaugh- 
tered the Yankees in last night’s baseball game, win- 
ning 12 to 0. 


slaughterhouse /'slo:t- ar haus/ n[C] a place 
where animals are killed for their meat 


slave /sle1v/ n[C] social studies a person who is 
legally owned by someone else and has no per- 
sonal freedom © Born a slave in 1760, he was sold 
as a child to a farmer in Delaware. 
slavery /'sler-va-ri/ n [U] social studies the con- 
dition of being legally owned by someone else, or 


the system in which some people are owned by 
others 

slavish /'slet-vif/ adj completely obedient © He 
was criticized for his slavish devotion to rules and 
regulations. 


slaw /slo:/ n [U] short form of COLESLAW 


slay /sle1/ v[T] past simp. slew, past part. slain to kill 
someone violently © They believe he was slain for 
organizing workers. 


sleazy /'sli:-zi/ adj morally bad and low in quality, 
but trying to attract people by a showy appear- 
ance or false manner © He’s a sleazy politician who 
ignored his responsibilities in order to make his 
friends rich. 


sled /sled/ n[C] a vehicle used for carrying people 
or goods over snow and ice, having narrow strips 
of wood or metal on the bottom instead of wheels 
© The children are playing in the snow with their 
sleds. 
sled /sled/ v [I] -dd- to ride on a sled over snow 
or ice, esp. in play 


sledgehammer /‘sled3,ham-ar/ n [C] a 
large, heavy hammer with a long handle, used for 
jobs like breaking stones or hitting posts into the 
ground 


sleek /sli:k/ aaj [-er/-est only] (esp. of hair or 
shapes) smooth, usually curved and shiny, and 
therefore looking healthy and attractive 0 The two 
horses paused, their sleek sides heaving gently as 
they waited. 


sleep /sli:p/ n [U] the resting state in which the 
body is not active and the mind is unconscious © 
! usually sit up in bed and watch the TV news before 
going to sleep. 
sleep /sli:p/ v [I/T] past slept © [I] / was too excited 
to sleep much that night. © [T] The boat sleeps four 
(= has space for four people to sleep) comfortably. 
sleeper /'sli:-par/ n[C] 1 Someone who is a light 
sleeper wakes easily, and someone who is a heavy 
sleeper does not. 2 A sleeper is also a person or 
thing that is unexpectedly successful: We almost 
gave up on this line of merchandise, but it’s a real 
sleeper — it keeps selling. 
sleepless /'sli:-plas/ adj [not gradable] without 
sleeping, or without being able to sleep © I’ve spent 
so many sleepless nights worrying about him. 
sleepy /'sli:-pi/ adj tired and needing sleep 
sleepily /'sli:-pa-li/ adv [not gradable] © She 
stumbled sleepily into the bathroom. 


WORD FAMILY sleep 


Nouns _ sleep 


sleeper 


Adjectives asleep 


sleepless 
Verbs sleepy 


Adverbs 


sleep 


sleepily 


IDIOMS with sleep 


esleep it off to stop the bad effects of having too 
much of something by sleeping for as long as it 
takes to end those effects © The police let him sleep 
it off in the cell. 
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esleep like a log infmi to sleep very well, without 
being woken by any noises 0 | slept like a log — | 
didn’t even hear the thunderstorm. 

esleep on it to wait before making a decision © 
Don't give me an answer now — Sleep on it and tell 
me whenever you're ready. 


PHRASAL VERBS with sleep 


esleep over to stay the night in someone else’s 
home © /f you don’t want to drive home this late, 
you're welcome to sleep over. © Related noun: 
SLEEPOVER 

e sleep in to sleep later than you usually do, or later 
than most people do © Amelia is an early riser, but 
Gorda sleeps in whenever she can. 


sleeping bag n [Ca large bag for sleeping in 
outside that has layers of material to keep you 
warm in cold weather 


sleeping pill n [C) a pill that you take to help 
you Sleep better 


sleepover /'sli: pou-var/ n [C] a visit to another 
person’s home to spend the night © Games, DVDs, 
and junk food are sleepover mainstays for both boys 
and girls. © Related verb: SLEEP OVER 


sleepwalking /'sli:p wo:-kin/ n[U] the activity 
of walking in the night while still sleeping 


sleepyhead /'sli:-pi: hhed/ n [C] a person, esp. 
a child, who is tired and looks ready to sleep © 
Come on, sleepyhead, it’s time for bed. 


sleet /sli:t/ n [U] rain that is partly frozen © The 
snow and sleet made driving hazardous. 


sleeve /sli:v/ n[C] the part of a piece of clothing 
that covers some or all of the arm © / wore the black 
dress with the short sleeves. 
sleeveless /'sli:v-las/ adj [not gradable] (of cloth- 
ing) without sleeves © a sleeveless blouse/T-shirt 


sleigh /sle1/ n[C] a large SLED (= vehicle for trav- 
eling over snow and ice) pulled by animals, esp. 
horses © a sleigh ride 


sleight of hand / slatt-av'hzend/ n [U] speed 
and skill with the hands when performing tricks 
that seem to be magic 


slender /‘slen-dar/ adj thin © The slender book 
runs all of 150 pages. © Sarane is a tall, slender man. 


slept /slept/ past simple and past participle of sleep 


sleuth /slu:6/ n [C] someone who discovers in- 
formation about crimes 


slew KILL /slu:/ past simple of SLAY 


LARGE AMOUNT /slu:/ n [C usually sing] infmi a 
large amount or number © There’s a whole slew of 
new movies that | want to see. 


slice /slais/ n[C] 1 a flat, often thin piece of food 
that has been cut from a larger piece © a Slice of 
bread/cake/pizza 2 fig. A slice is also any small part 
that has been separated from something larger: 
She demanded a slice of the profits. 3 If you describe 
a story as a slice of life, you mean that it shows 
ordinary details of the lives of the people men- 


slight 


tioned: The drama is a slice of life about Puerto Ri- 
cans living in the Bronx. 

slice /slars/ v[T] to cut something into thin pieces, 
or to cut one or more thin pieces from something 
O Slice the onions and fry them in butter. 


IDIOM with slice 


eany way you Slice it, no matter how you slice it 
there is only one possible result 0 Any way you slice 
it, there are going to be a lot of unhappy people when 
the winner is announced. 


Slick SKILLFUL /sitk/ adj 1 operating or perform- 
ing skillfully and effectively and without seeming 
to try hard © Maz was such a Slick fielder, one of the 
best in baseball. 2 Slick can sometimes mean skillful 
and effective but lacking in sincerity: He was a slick 
politician with an answer for everything. 

SMOOTH /sltk/ adj having a smooth, shiny surface 
so that you tend to slide when walking or riding 
on it © roads slick with ice 
slick /slik/ v [T] to cause hair to be smooth and 
shiny © His hair was slicked back. 


slicker /'stik-ar/ n [C] a waterproof coat used in 
wet weather 


slide MOVE EASILY /slaid/ v past slid to cause 
something to move easily over a surface, or to 
move in this way © [I] My mother slid into the car 
seat next to me. © [T] He slid his hand into his back 
pocket. 
slide /slard/ n [C] a structure used by children in 
their play that has a smooth, sloping side which 
lets them move down quickly from the top to the 
ground 

GET WORSE /slaid/ v [!] past slid to go into a worse 
state, often through lack of control or care O The 
stock market crashed in October 1929 and the na- 
tion slid into a depression. 

Slide /slaid/ n [C usually sing] © He felt he was on 
a downward slide in which nothing was going right 
in his life. 

PHOTOGRAPH /slaid/ n [C] 1 a small piece of film 
in a frame which, when light is passed through it, 
shows a photograph on a screen © The art history 
professor showed us slides of the Parthenon today. 2 
science |n scientific study, a slide is a small piece 
of glass on which you put something in order to 
look at it through a MICROSCOPE (= device that 
makes small objects look larger) and see its struc- 
ture. > Picture: microscope 


slide projector n [C] a machine that shines a 
light through a photograph made into a SLIDE to 
produce a larger image on a screen 


slight SMALLIN AMOUNT /slait/ adj [-er/-est 
only] small in amount or degree O He speaks with 
a slight French accent. © She had a slight cold, but 
wasn't feeling too bad. 
slightly /'slart-li/ advo She’s slightly taller than her 
sister. 

THIN /slait/ adj [-er/-est only] (of people) thin and 
delicate 0 He was a young man of slight build with 
sensitive eyes and expressive hands. : 
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INSULT /slart/ v[T] to insult someone by not paying 
attention or by treating the person as unimportant 
© He slighted his wife by neglecting to introduce her. 


WORD FAMILY slight 


Nouns slight Adverbs _ slightly 


Adjectives slight 


slim /slim/ adj [-er/-est only] -mm- 1 thin, or (esp. 
of people) attractively thin © She’s published several 
slim volumes of poetry. 2 Slim also means only a 
little or not much: Coaches told him his chances of 
making the team were slim at best. 


PHRASAL VERB with slim 


e slim down (of people) to become thinner, or (of 
things) to become smaller © Regular exercise has 
helped him slim down considerably. © Many firms 
have slimmed down, consolidating some offices and 
closing others. 


slime /slaim/ n [U] a smooth, sticky, liquid sub- 
stance usually considered unpleasant © A greenish 
slime covered the surface of the water near the sewer 
pipe. 
slimy /'slat-mi/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 slimy seaweed 
2 If you describe a person as slimy, you mean that 
the person appears to be friendly but cannot be 
trusted and is not sincere: He was really a slimy 
character. 


sling THROW /slin/ v [T always + adv/prep] past 
slung to throw or drop something quickly and not 
very carefully © She came in and slung her coat over 
a chair. 


SUPPORTING DEVICE /slin/ n[C] 1 a device used to 
support, lift, or carry objects, often by ropes or 
straps O The helicopter lowered a sling to the boat 
and rescued the sailor. 2 medical A sling is a piece of 
material tied around the neck and providing sup- 
port for a broken or damaged arm while it heals: 
They put his arm ina Sling. 


slingshot /‘slin: fat/ n [C] a Y-shaped stick with 
a piece of elastic fixed to the top parts, used esp. 
by children for shooting small stones 


slink /stink/ v [I always + adv/prep] past slunk to 
walk or leave quietly, esp. because you do not 
want to be noticed or are ashamed of something 
© | was so embarrassed that | tried to slink away. 


slinky /'sliq-ki/ adj (of women’s clothes) fitting 
the body closely © / like simple, slinky long dresses. 


Slip SLIDE /slip/ v [I] -pp- to slide suddenly and 
without intending to © He slipped onan icy sidewalk 
and broke his hip. © The blanket began to slip off my 
shoulders. 
slippery /'slip-a-ri/ adj 1 The sidewalks were slip- 
pery with ice. 2 Slippery also means not certain: 
Choosing the perfect juror can be a slippery matter. 
3 infml A person who is slippery is someone you 
feel you cannot trust: He is a slippery fellow, full of 
schemes. 


MOVE EASILY /slip/ v [I/T] -pp- 1 to move easily 
and quietly so you are not noticed, or to move 


something easily into position © [I always + adv/ 
prep] He was able to slip out of the room without 
disturbing anyone. © [T always + adv/prep] Ben 
slipped the credit card into the machine. © [I always 
+ adv/prep] (fig.) While | napped in my chair, the 
hours slipped by. 2 lf you slip something to some- 
one, you give it to that person without attracting 
attention: [T always + adv/prep] / slipped some 
money to the maitre d’ to get a table. © [T always + 
adv/prep] She slipped her hand into his. 


GET WORSE /slip/ v [I] -pp- to change to a worse 
state or condition 0 We’ve slipped even further be- 
hind schedule. © After slipping into a coma, he never 
woke up. 

PIECE OF PAPER /slip/ n[C] a small piece of paper 
© You get a slip from the cash machine when you 
take out money. 


MISTAKE /slip/ n[C] a mistake that someone makes 
when the person is not being careful © She has 
made some slips lately that show she’s thinking 
about other things. 
slip /slip/ v [I/T] -pp- © [I] They slipped up and 
ordered the wrong part for the car. © [+ that clause] 
My daughter let the news slip that she is going to get 
married. 

UNDERWEAR /slip/ n [C] women’s underwear that 
is shaped like a skirt or a dress 

ESCAPE /slip/ v [I/T] -pp- to get away from or get 
free from something © [T] The dog slipped its leash 
and ran off. © [| always + adv/prep] The ball slipped 
through my fingers. 


WORD FAMILY slip 


Nouns _ slip 
slipper 


Adjectives slippery 


Verbs slip 


IDIOMS with slip 


ea slip of the tongue a mistake made when what 
someone says is different from what was meant 
That one slip of the tongue caused me a lot of 
trouble. 

¢ something slips your mind to forget something 
© | was supposed to go to basketball practice, but it 
completely slipped my mind. 

e something slips through your fingers an oppor- 
tunity to achieve or have something is wasted © 
This is the best thing that’s happened to my career 
~! can’t let it slip through my fingers. 

e someone slips through your fingers someone es- 
capes from you © The police let the prisoners slip 
through their fingers. 


PHRASAL VERBS with slip 


eslip away LEAVE to leave without being noticed 
© Shortly before midnight, he slipped away to meet 
her. 

eslip away OPPORTUNITY (of an opportunity) to 
no longer be available © His chance at the medal 
slipped away as his Olympic teammate took the gold. 
eslip into something to put clothing on quickly 
and easily © Nancy slipped into her pajamas. 

e slip off something [M] to remove clothing quickly 
and easily © She slipped off her gloves. 
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slip on something [M] to put clothing on quickly 
and easily © After breakfast, we slipped on our coats. 
e slip out (something) LEAVE QUIETLY to leave qui- 
etly or quickly so that no one will notice © He 
slipped out to make a phone call. © Before | could say 
anything she had gathered her books and slipped out 
the door (= left quickly through the door). 

e slip out BECOME KNOWN to become known or 
be spoken unexpectedly © These rude and unap- 
preciated remarks just slipped out when he intro- 
duced me. 

¢slip out of something to remove clothing quickly 
and easily © Rose slipped out of her work clothes. 

¢ slip up to make a small mistake, often as a result 
of not thinking carefully © it’s easy for a journalist 
to slip up and use somebody else’s idea without cred- 
iting him or her. © Related noun: SLIP-UP 


slipcover /'slip ,kav-ar/ n [C] a cover for a chair 
or SOFA (= seat for two or more people) that is 
easily removed 


slipper /'slip-ar/ n [C] a soft, comfortable shoe 
worn inside the house 


slippery /‘slip-9-ri/ adj © See at SLIP SLIDE 


slipshod /'slip:fad/ adj showing lack of effort 
and attention © slipshod repairs 


slip-up n [C] a mistake that someone makes by 
not giving something enough attention © That 
slip-up cost a lot of money. © Related verb: SLIP UP 


slit /slit/ v [T] pres. part. slitting, past slit to make a 
straight, narrow cut in something © | slit open the 
envelope with a knife. 
slit /slit/ n [C] © Cut slits in the piecrust. © Her eyes 
are like little slits. 


slither /'si15-ar/ v [| always + adv/prep] to move 
by twisting or sliding © A long snake slithered to- 
ward them. 


sliver /'sliv-ar/ n[C] 1 a thin, sharp piece, usually 
broken off something larger © The glass smashed 
into Slivers. 2 A sliver is also any narrow or thin 
piece: / just want a Sliver of cake. 


slob /slab/ n [C] infmi 1 a person who is messy, 
unattractive, and rude © Some guys are real slobs. 
2 A slob is also someone who is just an ordinary 
person: a working slob * 


slobber /'slab-ar/ v [I] to let SALIVA (= the liquid 
in the mouth) or other liquid run out of the mouth 
© No one likes to have a dog slobber on them. 


sleg /slag, slo:g/ v [always + adv/prep] -gg- to 
walk heavily and with difficulty, or to work hard 
on something difficult © [I] / slogged through a mess 
of paperwork. © [T] We slogged our way through the 
mud. 


slogan /'slou-gan/ n [C] a short, easily remem- 
bered phrase used to describe the character of 
something, esp. a political idea or a product © That 
old campaign slogan really means that there should 
be jobs and enough food for all citizens. 


slop /slap/ v [I/T] -pp- (of a liquid) to flow or fall 
over the edge of a container, or to cause a liquid 


to do this © [I] The coffee slopped onto the table- 
cloth. 


slope SURFACE /sloup/ n [C] a surface that rises 
at an angle, esp. a hill or mountain, or the angle 
at which something rises © Students learn to ski on 
gentle slopes in a straight line. 0 Snow had settled 
on some of the higher slopes. 
slope /sloup/ v [I] © The path slopes down to the 
house. 


MEASURE /sloup/ n [C] geometry a measure of 
how steep an angle a line has 


sloppy CARELESS /'slap-i/ adj messy or lacking 
care or attention © sloppy clothes © a sloppy 
administrator 
sloppily /'slap-a-li/ adv 0 We played sloppily and 
lost the game. 
sloppiness /'slap-i:-nas/ n[U] © Such remarkable 
sloppiness was the result of too much hurry. 

TOO WET /'slap-i/ adj too wet to be pleasant © 
sloppy weather © Her grandchildren nearly smoth- 
ered her with sloppy kisses. 


slosh /slaJ, slo:s/ v [always + adv/prep] (of a liq- 

uid) to hit against the inside of a container, or to 
cause liquid to move around in this way © [1] Water 
sloshed over the sides of the pool as the children 
jumped in. © [T] John sloshed juice on his jacket by 
pouring too fast. 


slot HOLE /slat/ n [C] a narrow hole or opening © 
Drop the letter in the mail slot. 

POSITION /slat/ n [C] a place or position available 
to someone or something © Perry will fill one of the 
open slots on the commission. © Shaap’s program 
can be heard in the same time slot every morning. 
slot /slat/ v [T] -tt- to put someone or something 
in a particular position 0 Weather reports are slotted 
between commercials. 


sloth /slo:9, sloue/ n [C] an animal that moves 
very slowly and spends much of its time hanging 
by its feet from trees 


slot machine n [C] a machine on which you 
play a game of chance each time you put a coin 
in it 

slouch /slaut f/ v [I] to stand, sit, or walk with the 
shoulders and head bent forward © In a bad mood, 
the boy slouched off to the beach. 
slouch /slautf/ n [C] © He’s developed a slouch 
from leaning over his books all day. 


slough off something /'s\af'>:f/ phrasal verb 
[M] 1 to get rid of something, esp. a skin or shell 
2 If you slough something off, you treat it as un- 
important or do not take it seriously: Politicians 
sloughed off the issue. 


slovenly /'slav-an-li/ adj messy, dirty, or not 
careful © slovenly work © a slovenly housekeeper 


Slow /slou/ adj[-er/-est only] 1 lacking speed; not 
fast or quick O He was far too slow to catch me. 0 
We were slow to understand how we could use com- 
puters in our work. 2 A clock or watch that is slow 
shows a time that is earlier than the correct time. 
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slowdown 


3 A person who is slow does not understand or 
learn things quickly: a class for slower students 
slow /slou/ v [I/T] © [I] Traffic slowed to a crawl. 0 
[T] There’s still a chance to slow the spread of the 
disease. 

slow /slou/ adv [-er/-est only] © You're driving too 
slow. 

slowly /'slou-li/ adv © The medication took effect 
slowly. 


PHRASAL VERB with slow 


eslow down (something) [M] to move slower, or 
to cause someone or something to move slower © 
The car slowed down, then suddenly pulled away. © 
We tried to slow the guy down. © Related noun: 
SLOWDOWN 


slowdown /'slou-daun/ n [C] a reduction in 
speed or activity O Consumer buying has picked up 
again after a summer slowdown. © Related verb: 
SLOW DOWN 


slow motion »n [U] action on film that is made 
to appear slower than it was when it happened o 
a slow motion replay 


sludge /slad3/ n[U] wet dirt, or any other thick, 
wet substance © The dirty water left a layer of sludge 
in the bottom of the pail. 


slug CREATURE /slag/ n[C] 1 a small animal with 
a soft body like a SNAIL without a shell 2 If you say 
that someone is a slug, you mean that the person 
would rather do very little or nothing at all: / sup- 
pose you think I’m a slug for not helping. 
sluggish /'slag-1f/ adj moving, acting, or work- 
ing with less than usual speed or energy © a Slug- 
gish economy © a sluggish drain 

BULLET /slag/ n[C] infmia bullet 


DRINK /slag/ n [C] infmi an amount of a drink that 
fills your mouth © She took a huge slug of very cold 
water. 


HIT /slag/ v [T] -gg- infm/ 1 to hit someone hard; 
PUNCH © He made me so mad | wanted to slug him. 
2 If you slug a baseball, you hit it very hard. 

COIN /slag/ n[C] a piece of metal used instead of 
a coin in a machine © The new toll machines will 
reject slugs. 


IDIOM with slug 


eslug it out, slug this out to argue or compete 
with someone fiercely © The two groups have been 
slugging it out for years. 


slugger /'slag-ar/ n [C] a baseball player who 
hits the ball very hard 


slum /slam/ n[C] a very poor and crowded area 
of a city O She works with children in a rough New 
Jersey slum. 
slum /slam/ v [l] -mm- infm! to visit a slum, or to 
work doing something that is not suitable © Did 
you feel you were slumming by writing this kind of 
popular fiction? 


slumber /'slam-bar/ n [C/U] sleep © [C] She felt 
as if she had awakened from a long slumber. 
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slumber /'slam-bar/ v [I] © The small town slum- 
bered in the moonlight. 


slumber party n [C] a party in which a group 
of friends, esp. girls, sleep at one friend’s home 


slump FALL /slamp/ v [I always + adv/prep] to 
fall heavily and suddenly © She slumped to the floor 
in a faint. 


BEND /slamp/ v [I always + adv/prep] to stand or 
sit bent over, with the head and shoulders for- 
ward; SLOUCH © The old man slumped in his chair, 
asleep. © We both slumped against the wall. 


REDUCE SUDDENLY /slamp/ v [I] to fall suddenly in 
price, amount, or value © Home computer sales 
slumped dramatically last year. 
slump /slamp/ n[C] © a slump in the economy © 
The team is ina slump this year. 


slung /slan/ past simple and past participle of 
SLING 


slunk /stank/ past simple and past participle of 
SLINK 


slur PRONOUNCE BADLY /sl3r/ v [I/T] -rr- to pro- 
nounce words in a way that is not clear o [T] How 
can you possibly understand someone who slurs his 
speech? 
slur /slar/ n [C] © The injury made her speak with 
a slur. 

INSULT /sl3r/ n [C] words intended to insult some- 
one or injure someone’s reputation © He apolo- 
gized for shouting an ethnic slur at a fan. 


slurp /slarp/ v [I/T] to make sucking noises while 
eating or drinking © [T] / wanted to tell him not to 
slurp his soup. 


slush /slaj/ n [U] snow or ice that has started to 
melt © The city’s streets were covered with dirty, gray 
slush. 
slushy /'slaf-i/ adj © Slushy snow can be very 
slippery. 

sly /slai/ adj comparative slyer, superlative slyest not 
letting others know true opinions or intentions, or 
dishonest © She thought that by being sly, she could 
fool people. © A cat can be a very sly animal. 
Slyly /'slat-li/ advo He winked slyly and lowered his 
voice, as if he had some secret to reveal. 


sly /slar/ n [U] 
IDIOM with sly 


eon the sly secretly © On the sly, Dave was adding 
chilies to the desserts he made. 


smack HIT FORCEFULLY /smek/ v [I/T] to hit 
someone or something forcefully, usually making 
a loud noise © [T] | was afraid she was going to 
smack me. © [I] The car spun around and smacked 
into a tree. © [T] She smacked the ball over the fence. 
© [M] He smacked his hand down on the table to get 
our attention. 
smack /smeek/ n [C] © The men were keeping the 
volleyballs in the air with sure-handed smacks. 

DIRECTLY /smeek/ adv [not gradable] directly and 
with force © He stopped the car so suddenly, the car 
behind ran smack into him. 
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smart 


IDIOM with smack 


esmack your lips to make a noise to show that 
something is good by opening and closing your 
lips © The dogs were smacking their lips at the smell 
of the meat. 


PHRASAL VERB with smack 


esmack of something to show or seem to have a 
characteristic or quality © Their behavior smacks of 
very bad judgment. 


smack dab, smack-dab adv exactly in a place 
or at a time © You called smack dab in the middle of 
dinner. 


small LESS /smo:l/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 not big; 
less in size or amount than is average © a small 
business © small lunches O He’s small for his age. © 
Those jackets come in small, medium, and large 
sizes. 2 Small (abbreviation S$) is a size of clothing or 
other product that is smaller than average: Those 
sweaters are available in small, medium, and large 
(sizes). 3 The small of your back is the back below 
the waist where it curves in slightly. 
small /smo:l/ adv [-er/-est only] © The ingredients 
are printed so small | can hardly read them. 


USAGE 
small or little? 
Small refers to size and is the usual opposite of 
large. 

Could | have a hamburger and a small Coke 

please? 

Our house is pretty small. 
Little refers to size and is the usual opposite of 
big but when used with other adjectives also 
expresses the speaker’s feelings. 
They live in a beautiful little town on the river. 
Rats are horrible little animals. 


Little is a very common alternative to “small,” 
and can describe things or people. 

If someone is extremely small, you can say that 
the person is tiny, and if something is ex- 
tremely small, you can say that it is minute, 
tiny, or, in more formal contexts, microscopic 
or minuscule. 


The Chihuahua is the tiniest breed of dog in 
the world. 
The phone he pulled out of his pocket was 
minute. 
The cost of vaccination is minuscule compared 
to the cost of treatment. 
The adjectives dwarf and miniature are some- 
times used to describe things that are smaller 
than the normal size. 
There were dwarf fir trees in pots on the 
patio. 
It's a miniature bath for the doll’s house. 
If a person or thing is small in an attractive way, 
you can use the adjectives dainty or petite. 


She had dainty feet. 
Emma was dark and petite. 


The adjective slight is sometimes used with ab- 
stract nouns to describe things that are small 
and not important. 


There was a slight difference in color. 


YOUNG /smoa:1/ adj [-er/-est only] (of children) very 
young © His mother died when he was small. 
LACKING IMPORTANCE /smoa:l/ adj [-er/-est only] 
not having much importance or effect © a small 
problem © a small part in a movie 


LETTER SIZE /smo:|/ adj [not gradable] (of a letter 
of the alphabet) LOWERCASE O Compare CAPITAL 
(LETTER) 


IDIOM with small 


«a small fortune an amount of money that seems 
to be a lot © Getting the car fixed will cost a small 
fortune. 


small change n [U] coins of little value, or a 
small amount of money © | only had some small 
change in my pocket. © The cost of this project is 
small change compared to the one we'll be starting 
next year. 


small claims court n [C] a court where legal 
action can be taken against a person who owes a 
small amount of money 


small-minded adj disapproving unable to ac- 
cept different ideas or things that are not familiar 


small potatoes p/n infm! someone or some- 
thing that is unimportant © Compared to her prob- 
lems, mine seem like small potatoes. 


smallpox /'smo:|-paks/ n [U] an extremely in- 
fectious viral disease that causes fever, spots on the 
skin, and often death © smallpox vaccinations 


small-scale aaj small, esp. when compared to 
other things like it © The house is like a small-scale 
castle. 


small screen n [U] television o His novel has 
been adapted for the small screen. 


small talk n [U] social conversation about un- 
important things, often between people who do 
not know each other well © / hate conversation that 
is nothing but small talk. 


small-time aqj not very important or successful 
© a small-time football team © Compare BIG TIME 


small-town adj of or from a small town, and 
sometimes having a simple or limited quality © a 
small-town girl © small-town politics 


smart INTELLIGENT /smart/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 
intelligent, or able to think and understand quickly 
in difficult situations © Jed’s smart enough to get A's 
in this class. © Her daughter is smarter than she is. 
O Ginny is a very smart kid. © Quitting that job was 
a smart move. 2 Smart devices are ones that op- 
erate using Computers: smart phones © a smart card 
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smart-aleck 


STING /smart/ v [I] to feel a stinging pain © Abby’s 
eyes smarted from the smoke. © (fig.) Sacramento Is 
still smarting from the loss (= is upset by it). 


STYLISH /smart/ adj [-er/-est only] dated having a 
clean, neat, stylish appearance © She wore smart 
dresses and dashing hats. 
smartly /'smart-li/ adv dated 1 Sid dresses very 
smartly. 2 Smartly also means quickly: Soldiers 
marched smartly up the avenue. 


smart-aleck pn [C] infm! an annoying person 
who thinks that other people are less intelligent © 
That kid’s a real smart-aleck. 


smart money n [U] money invested by ex- 
perienced people who know a lot about investing 
money 


smash BREAK /smz{/ v [!/T] to break into small 
pieces, esp. by hitting or throwing © [T] Some kids 
smashed her bedroom window. © [I] Her cup fell and 
smashed to pieces on the stone floor. 0 [M] Police 
had to smash the door down to get into the house. 
© [M] The band reportedly smashed up their hotel 
room. 
smash /smzJ/ n [U] © | heard a smash and glass 
breaking. 


HIT /smeef/ v[I/T] to hit or move with force against 
something hard, usually causing damage or injury 
© [T] She smashed her right knee in the accident. © 
[|] His car flipped over and smashed into a tree. 
smash /smeJ/ n[C] a forcefully hit ball © Robin- 
son hit a smash to my left. 


DESTROY /smeJ/ v [T] to defeat or destroy com- 
pletely 0 The government smashed the rebellion. 


smash (hit) /‘smzej (‘hit)/ n[C] a popular and 
successful song, play, or movie © a smash hit album 
O His first movie was a box-office smash. 


smattering /'smzt-a-rin/ n [C usually sing] a 
slight knowledge of something, or a small amount 
© | know a smattering of German. © There was a 
smattering of boos when he was introduced. 


smear SPREAD /smir/ v[T always + adv/prep] to 
spread something soft or wet over a surface O Mom 
smeared peanut butter and grape jelly on bagels for 
lunch. 
smear /smir/ n[C] © He had a smear of paint on 
his shirt. 

ACCUSATION /smir/ n [C] an accusation made 
publicly with the intention of harming a person’s 
reputation © Throughout the election he had to con- 
tend with smears about his personal life. © She was 
upset by the smear tactics used by her opponents. 
smear /smir/ v [T] © He was smeared in the 
newspapers. 


smell ABILITY /smel/ n[U] the ability to notice or 
discover a substance in the air by using the nose 
© Smell is one of the five senses. O Dogs have a very 
good sense of smell. 
smell /smel/ v [I/T] © [T] | have a cold and I can’t 
smell anything. 


CHARACTERISTIC /smel/ n[C] the characteristic of 
something that can be recognized or noticed us- 


ing the nose © a sweet/strong/unpleasant smell © 
the smell of flowers/perfume/coffee/paint 0 | woke up 
to the smell of bacon and eggs. © | wish we could get 
rid of that smell in the garage. 

smell /smel/ vo [I] My hands smell of onions. © [I] 
It smells like you've been baking in here. © [L] That 
soup smells good. © [I] Your feet smell (= have an 
unpleasant smell). 

smelly /'smel-i/ adj having an unpleasant smell © 
smelly feet © The basement is damp and smelly. 


WORD CHOICES smell 


Aroma is often used when a smell is strong and 
pleasant, especially a smell from food or drink. 
The delicious aroma of fresh bread wafted out 
of the bakery. 
A sweet or pleasant natural smell is a fragrance, 
perfume, or scent. 
the delicate fragrance of the roses 
The perfume of the flowers filled the room. 
She smelled the sweet scent of the lilies. 
Odor is a slightly more formal word meaning 
“smell” and is often used when the smell is 
unpleasant. 
There was the unmistakable odor of sweaty 
feet. 
The word stench and the informal words reek 
and stink can all be used when a smell is very 
unpleasant. 
the stench of rotting fish 
The noisy engines filled the air with the reek of 
gasoline. 
There was a bad stink in the kitchen. 
If a smell just lasts for a short time, carried on 
a current of air, you could use the word whiff. 
He leaned towards me and | got a whiff of 
garlic. 


DISCOVER /smel/ v [T] to become aware of cr to 
discover something using the nose © Just smell this 
perfume! © She smelled something burning. © (fig.) 
Brenda can smell trouble a mile off. (= knows when 
there will be trouble.) 
smell /smel/ n [U] © Have a smell of this thyme. 


IDIOMS with smell 


esmell fishy to not seem to be truthful or honest 
© His excuses smell fishy to me. 

esmell a rat to believe something is wrong © When 
! got an e-mail asking for my password, | should have 
smelled a rat. 


smelt /smelt/ v [T] to obtain a metal from rock 
by heating it to a very high temperature 


smidgen /'smid3-an/ n [U] infmi a very small 
amount © | have a smidgen of hope that things will 
turn out all right. 


smile /smail/ n [C] an expression on the face in 
which the ends of the mouth curve up slightly, 
often with the lips moving apart so that the teeth 
can be seen, expressing esp. happiness, pleasure, 
amusement, or a friendly feeling © a big/happy/ 
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pretty smile © a smile of joy/satisfaction/amusement 
O We exchanged smiles as we passed in the hallway. 
smile /smail/ v [I/T] © [I] | couldn’t help smiling. © 
[1] When he smiled at me, | knew everything was OK. 
O [I] She smiled to herself. © [T] He smiled a happy 
smile. 

smiley /'smar-li/ adj infm! © He’s a very smiley, 
friendly baby. 


USAGE 
smile 


Be careful to use the preposition at after the 
verb smile if you are smiling in someone’s 
direction. 


She smiled at the little girl. 


She-smitedte-thetitte-girt. 


mig pre aT ay ST 


smiley face n [C] infmi a drawing that repre- 
sents a person smiling, using a simple circle for the 
head and two spots and a curve for the eyes and 
mouth 


smirk /smark/ v [I] to smile in a way that ex- 
presses satisfaction with yourself or pleasure about 
having done something or knowing something 
that is not known by someone else 0 When she told 
him he was cool, he just smirked. 
smirk /smark/ n [C] © Her lips curled into a smirk. 


smithereens /,smié-9'ri:nz/ pina lot of small, 
broken pieces © The vase smashed to smithereens 
when it fell. 


smitten /'smit-°n/ adj [not gradable] strongly 

influenced by someone or feeling the effects of 
something © He’s clearly smitten with publicity. © 
Howard was smitten by her beauty. 


smock /smak/ n[C] a piece of clothing like along 
shirt that is worn loosely over other clothing to 
protect it when working © an artist’s smock © a 
painting/gardening smock 


smog /smag, smo:g/ n [C/U] air POLLUTION 
caused by smoke or chemicals mixing with fog © 
[U] We get a lot of smog downtown. © [C] A poison- 
ous smog killed 20 people. 
smoggy /'smag-i, 'sm:-gi/ adj O a smoggy city/ 
day 


smoke CLOUDY AIR /smouk/ n[U] a cloudy gray 
or black mixture of air and very small pieces of 
carbon produced by something that is burning © 
The building filled with smoke. © Nobody died in the 
fire, but three people were treated for smoke 
inhalation. 
smoke /smouk/ v [I] to produce or give off smoke 
© The oil in the frying pan started smoking. 
smokeless /'smou-klas/ adj © smokeless candles 
smoky, smokey /'smou-ki/ adj © The chicken has 
a nice smoky flavor. 


BREATHE SMOKE /smouk/ v [I/T] to breathe smoke 
into the mouth or lungs from burning tobacco 
smoke /smouk/ n [C] an act of smoking 
smokeless /'smou-klas/ adj (of tobacco) chewed 
and not burned or smoked 
smoker /'smou-kar/ n [C] someone who smokes 


smooth 


smoking /'smou-kin/ n [U] the action or activity 
of smoking © Smoking is not permitted. 
smoky, smokey /'smou-k1/ adj filled with smoke 


PRESERVE /smouk/ v [T] to preserve and add a 
smoky flavor to meat, fish, or cheese using smoke 
from burning wood © They smoke the fish over 
wood chips. 


WORD FAMILY smoke 


Nouns smoke 
smoker 
nonsmoker 
smoking 


Adjectives smoked 
smoking 
smokeless 
nonsmoking 
smoky 


smoke 


PHRASAL VERB with smoke 


esmoke someone out [M] to force someone to 
leave a hiding place © He didn’t just walk in and 
surrender, we had to smoke him out. 


smoke detector n [C] a device that makes a 
loud noise when smoke is present to warn of a 
possible fire 


smoke screen n [C] something that hides the 
truth about a person’s actions or intentions O The 
story served as a useful smoke screen to conceal 
where he really got the money. 


smokestack /'smouk:stzek/ n[C] a tall, vertical 
pipe through which smoke or steam leaves a build- 
ing or engine 


smoking gun n [C] information that proves 
who committed a crime © The tapes provided pros- 
ecutors with the smoking gun they needed. 


smolder /'smoul-dar/ v [!] 1 to burn slowly with 
smoke but without flames © The fire was still smol- 
dering the next morning. 2 lf a strong emotion 
smolders, it continues to exist but is not expressed: 
This issue has been smoldering all week. 


smooch /smu:t{/ v [I] infmi to kiss someone 
smooch /smu:tJ/ n [C usually sing] infm! © She 
gave her husband a smooch on the way out. 


smooth REGULAR /smu:3/ adj [-er/-est only] 
having a surface or substance that is perfectly reg- 
ular and has no holes or lumps or areas that rise 
or fall suddenly © a smooth surface © Mix together 
the butter and sugar until smooth. © The baby’s skin 
is so smooth! 
smooth /smu:3/ v [T] © Use fine sandpaper to 
smooth the surface before varnishing. © She 
smoothed the wrinkles from her skirt. 
smoothness /'smu:é-nas/ n [U] © | love the 
smoothness of silk. 


NOT INTERRUPTED /smu:46/ adj [-er/-est only] hap- 
pening without any sudden changes, interruption, 
inconvenience, or difficulty © a smooth ride/flight © 
The bill had a smooth passage through both houses 
of Congress. 
smooth /smu:d/ v [T] © We must do more to 
smooth the country’s path to democratic reform. 
smoothly /'smu:6:li/ adv © Oil is used to make 
the parts of a machine move smoothly when they 
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rub together. © It’s nice to work in such a smoothly 
run office. 

smoothness /'smu:6-nas/ n [U] © The car deliv- 
ers power with the smoothness of a jet engine. 
POLITE /smu:4/ adj [-er/-est only] polite, confident, 
and persuasive, esp. in a way that lacks sincerity 0 
! trust an honest face more than a smooth talker. 


WORD FAMILY smooth 


Nouns 


Verbs smooth 


Adverbs smoothly 


smoothness 


Adjectives smooth 


PHRASAL VERBS with smooth 


esmooth down something [M] to make some- 
thing flat © He straightened his tie nervously and 
smoothed down his hair. 

¢smooth out something [M] to reduce or remove 
differences or changes in something © You can use 
a sander to smooth out any small dents in the frame. 
© They're working to smooth out the wild swings in 
the cost of oil. 

esmooth over something [M] to make less serious 
or easier to solve O Negotiators have been able to 
smooth over differences in one area of disagreement. 


smooth muscle n [C] biology a VISCERAL 
MUSCLE 


smorgasbord /'smo:r-gas ,bo:rd, -,bourd/ n 
[C] a mixture of many different hot and cold dishes 
that are arranged so that you can serve yourself as 
much as you want; a BUFFET © We'll have a smor- 
gasbord at the party. © (fig.) Candidates offered a 
smorgasbord of reforms (= a large variety of them). 


smother PREVENT BREATHING /'smad-or/ v [T] 
1 to prevent a person or animal from getting ox- 
ygen © Several animals were smothered by smoke 
from the fire. 2 To smother someone is to kill some- 
one by covering the person’s face, making it im- 
possible to breathe. 


COVER /‘smadé-ar/ v [T] to cover most or all of a 
surface O The pasta was smothered with a creamy 
sauce. 


STOP FIRE /'sma6-ar/ v[T] to stop a fire from burn- 
ing by covering it with something that prevents air 
from reaching it © Firefighters smothered the blaze 
with chemical foam. 


GIVE LOVE /'smaé-ar/ v [T] to give someone you 
love too much attention and make the person feel 
less independent © He felt smothered by her love. 


smudge /smad3/ n[C] a mark left on a surface, 
usually unintentionally, from having touched 
something wet or sticky O Trev wiped a smudge of 
chocolate from the side of his mouth. 
smudge /smad3/ v[T] 1 She was sweaty and her 
face was smudged with dirt. 2 lf you smudge some- 
thing that is neat, you make it messy: She draws a 
line and then smudges it with her finger. 


smug /smag/ adj [-er/-est only] -gg- disapproving 
very pleased and satisfied with yourself, and hav- 
ing no doubt about the value of what you know 
or have done © His attitude showed a smug indif- 
ference to the hardships others faced. 


smuggle /'smag-al/ v [T] to take things or peo- 
ple to or from a country or place illegally and se- 
cretly © He caught trying to smuggle goods across 
the border. 
smuggler /'smag-lar/ n [C] © drug smugglers 


smut /smat/ n [U] pictures, writing, language, or 
performances that deal with sex and are offensive 
smutty /'smat-i/ adj 


snack /snzek/ n[C] a small amount of food, esp) 
when eaten between meals 


snack bar n [Cc] a place where you can buy 
small amounts of food that are packaged or ready 
to eat O The snack bar on the train is open now. 


snafu /snz 'fu:/ n [C] a situation in which noth- 
ing happens as planned and everything goes 
wrong © The snowstorm created a terrible snafu at 
the airport, with hundreds of passengers waiting for 
flights to be rescheduled. 


snag PROBLEM /snzg/ n [C] a problem or diffi- 
culty that stops or slows the progress of something 
© The team was close to signing him to a long-range 
contract, but talks have hit a snag. 


BECOME CAUGHT /snzg/ v [I/T] -gg- to catch on 
something sharp or rough and become damaged 
O [T] Be careful not to snag your sweater on the rose 
bushes. 
snag /snzeg/ n[C] a tear, hole, or loose fiber in a 
piece of clothing or cloth caused by a sharp or 
rough object © a snag in a stocking 

OBTAIN /snzeg/ v [T] -gg- infm/ to obtain or catch 
something by acting quickly 9 | hoped to snag a 
good job. 


snail /sneil/ n [C] a small animal that has a shell 
and moves very slowly 


IDIOM with snail 


eat a snail’s pace extremely slowly © The roads 
were jammed with cars, and we were moving at a 
snail’s pace. 


snail mail n [U] inf mail that is sent through 
the post office, esp. in comparison with E-MAIL 


snake ANIMAL /snetk/ n [C] an animal with a 
long, cylindrical body and no legs 


TWIST /snetk/ v [I always + adv/prep] to move 
along a route that includes a lot of twists or bends 
© People spent hours waiting in lines that snaked 
around the stadium to get tickets. 


snap BREAK /snzp/ v [I/T] -pp- 1 to break some- 
thing quickly with a cracking sound © [I] High 
winds caused some power lines to snap, and we lost 
our electricity. 2 fig. People who snap suddenly lose 
control of their behavior when they experience 
very strong emotions: [I] His lawyer said he just 
snapped. 
snap /sneep/ n[C usually sing] the act of breaking 
something stiff, or the cracking sound made when 
it breaks © The plastic handle broke with a loud snap. 


MOVE QUICKLY /snzp/ v -pp- 1 to move (some- 
thing) or change into a new position quickly o [M] 
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snicker 


The sudden stop of the car snapped his head back. 
2 If you snap your fingers, you make a sudden, 
cracking noise by pushing a finger against the base 
of your thumb, usually in order to get someone’s 
attention. 


FASTEN/CLOSE /snzp/ v [I/T] -pp- 1 to make a 
quick, cracking sound by suddenly bringing to- 
gether the two parts of something © [T] She 
snapped her briefcase shut and marched out of the 
room. 2 lf a dog snaps at you, it suddenly tries to 
bite you. 
snap /snzep/ n [C usually pl] © The shirt fastens 
with snaps. 

SPEAK /snzp/ v [I/T] -pp- to speak or say some- 
thing suddenly in anger © [I] Don’t snap at your 
brother like that. 

TAKE PHOTOGRAPHS /snzp/ v [T] -pp- to use a 
camera to take a photograph without spending a 
lot of time doing it © Washington is full of tourists 
snapping pictures of each other. 


SOMETHING EASY /snzep/ rn [C usually sing] infm! 
something that can be done without any difficulty 
© Thinking that the exam would be a snap, she didn’t 
bother to study for it. 


SUDDEN /snzp/ adj done suddenly without allow- 
ing time for careful thought or preparation © Don’t 
make a snap decision — take some time to think it 
over. 


IDIOM with snap 


«snap out of it, snap out of something to stop ex- 
periencing something unpleasant or stop behav- 
ing in a negative way © | was depressed, and | 
couldn't snap out of it. © Johnson has finally snapped 
out of a four-week hitting slump. 


PHRASAL VERB with snap 


«snap up something [M] to buy or obtain some- 
thing quickly and enthusiastically © Tickets for the 
concert were snapped up within three hours of going 
on sale. 


snapdragon /'snzp dreeg-an/ n [C] a garden 
plant with white, yellow, pink, or red flowers that 
open like a pair of lips when they are pressed 


snapper /'snzp-ar/ n[C] an edible fish that lives 
in warm seas 


snappy /'snzp-i/ adj 1 immediately effective in 
getting people’s attention or communicating an 
idea © The music video was full of snappy editing and 
atmospheric lighting. 2 Snappy also means stylish 
and attractive: a snappy dresser/outfit 


snapshot /'snezp-fat/ n [C] an_ informal 
photograph 


snare /sner, snzr/ n[C] 1 a device for catching 
small animals, usually with a rope or wire that 
tightens around the animal 2 A snare is also a trick 
or situation that deceives you or involves you un- 
expectedly in a problem: The legal system is full of 
snares for the unwary. 
snare /sner, snzer/ v [T] to get or achieve some- 
thing that is difficult to get 0 Arriving in Nashville, 
she had hopes of snaring a country-music record 
contract. 


snarl THREATEN /snarl/ v [I/T] (esp. of dogs) to 
make a fierce sound while showing the teeth, or 
(of people) to speak or say something in an angry 
and fierce way © [I] “What do you want?” he 
snarled. 

snarl /snarl/ n [C] 


STOP MOVEMENT /snarl/ v[I/T] to make or become 
stuck. knotted, or blocked, and so unable to move 
easily © [T] The collision snarled traffic for 10 miles 
on the Interstate. 


snatch /sneztJ/ v[T] 1 to take hold of something 
suddenly and without warning © [M] They 
snatched up their coats and hats and ran outside. © 
Somebody snatched her purse when she wasn’t look- 
ing. 2 To snatch something is to do it in the short 
amount of time available: We rushed in and 
snatched the best seats we could get. 
snatch /sneetf/ n [C] a brief part (of something) 
© I could hear snatches of conversation from the peo- 
ple in the booth next to ours. 


snazzy /'snzz-i/ adj infm! modern and stylish in 
a way that attracts attention © snazzy computer 
graphics 


sneak /sni:k/ v [always + adv/prep] past sneaked, 
snuck to go or do something secretly, or take 
someone or something somewhere secretly © [I al- 
ways + adv/prep] He sneaked out of the house, go- 
ing out through the back way. © [T] | sneaked a look 
at my watch. © [T] Make sure you sneak a little bit 
of protein into your snacks. © [| always + adv/prep] 
He snuck out of the budget meeting and went back 
to the lab. 
sneaky /'sni:-ki/ adj secretive or dishonest © 
sneaky tricks 0 a sneaky way to raise taxes 


PHRASAL VERB with sneak 


«sneak up (On someone) 1 to approach someone 
quietly and surprise that person © Overton sneaked 
up behind Brown and knocked the ball out of bounds. 
2 If an event or day sneaks up on you, it arrives 
before you are ready for it. 


sneaker /'sni:-kar/ n [C] a light shoe that has a 
top made of cloth and a bottom made of rubber, 
worn esp. for sports 


sneaking /'‘sni::kin/ adj [not gradable] (of feel- 
ings or thoughts) slowly becoming stronger © | 
have a sneaking suspicion that | need more memory 
in my computer. 


sneer /snir/ v [I/T] to show in an expression on 
your face or in your manner of speaking that some- 
one or something is so foolish that it deserves to 
be ridiculed © [I] You may sneer (at it), but a lot of 
people like this kind of music. 
sneer /snir/ n[C] © “Is that the best you can do?” 
he asked with a sneer. 


smeeze /sni:z/ v [I] to send air out from the nose 
and mouth in an explosive way that you cannot 
control 0 | don’t know why, but | couldn't stop 
sneezing. 
sneeze /sni:z/ n [C] 


snicker /‘snik-ar/ v [I] infm/ to laugh quietly at 
someone or something that you think is silly or 
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snide 


slightly ridiculous © The audience of sportswriters 
tried to keep from snickering, but failed miserably. 
snicker /'snik-ar/ n [C] 


snide /snaid/ adj containing indirect and unkind 
criticism © snide remarks 


sniff SMELL /snif/ v[I/T] 1 to smell something by 
taking in air through the nose © [T] Jack crushed a 
bit of dried grass between his fingers and sniffed its 
scent. 2 To sniff is also to quickly take in a breath 
through the nose. 
sniff /snif/ n[C] 

SHOW DISAPPROVAL /snif/ v [I/T] to express a bad 
opinion of something or someone; to show dis- 
approval © [I] The museum’s front lawn does not 
need to be cluttered with silly pop art, sniffed a news- 
paper editorial. 


PHRASAL VERB with sniff 


e sniff out something [M] to discover something, 
usually only after a special effort © Professors are 
always trying to sniff out plagiarized term papers. 


sniffle /'snif-al/ v [I] to take in air through the 
nose repeatedly in a way that others can hear, usu- 
ally because you are crying or because you have a 
cold 0 | could hear her sniffling into her handkerchief. 
sniffle /'snif-al/ n [C] The sniffles is a slight cold. 


snip /snip/ v [T] -pp- to cut something, usually 
with a few quick actions using SCISSORS (= cutting 
device with two blades) or a similar device © | asked 
the barber just to snip the ends of my hair. 
snip /snip/ n [C] 


snipe /snaip/ v [I] to criticize, esp. in a mean way 
because you are annoyed or angry © Frustrated by 
the war, Republicans and southern Democrats con- 
tented themselves with sniping at the president. 


sniper /'snat-par/ n[C] someone who, while hid- 
den, tries to shoot a person with a gun 


snippet /'snip-at/ n [C] a small bit or part of 
something © I'll watch snippets of baseball games, 
but I just don’t have that much time to sit and watch 
the whole thing. 


snit /snit/ n[C] infmi an angry mood 0 He’s in a 
snit because his train was late. 


snitch TELL SECRETLY /snitJ/ v[I] infmito secretly 
tell someone in authority that someone else has 
done something bad, often in order to cause trou- 
ble © If you keep snitching on your friends, you won't 
have many left. 
snitch /snitf/ n[C] infmlo Don’t be a snitch. 


STEAL /snitJ/ v [T] infmi to steal, or to take without 
permission © | snitched a pencil from your desk — 
hope you don’t mind. 


snob /snab/ n [C] 1 a person who judges the im- 
portance of people mainly by their social position 
or wealth, and who believes social position or 
wealth make one person better than others 2 
Snobs can also be people who give a very high 
value to any quality which they believe they have 
that makes them better than other people: intel- 
lectual snobs 


snobbish /'snab-1f/, snobby /'snab-i/ adj O a 
snobbish remark 

snobbery /'‘snab-a-ri/, snobbishness /‘snab-1f- 
nas/ n[U] 


snoop /snu:p/ v [lI] infm! to look around a place 
secretly in order to discover things about it or the 
people connected with it © You have no business 
snooping around my office. 
snoop /snu:p/ n [C] infmi 


snooty /'snu:t-i, ‘snut-i/ adj infmi seeming by 
your manner to think that you are better than ev- 
eryone else © Some snooty kid opened the door and 
told me to use the side entrance. 


snooze /snu:z/ v [I] infmi to sleep lightly for a 
short time © The dog was snoozing in front of the 
fire. 
snooze /snu:z/ n [C] infm! 


snore /sno:r, snour/ v [lt] to make loud noises as 
you breathe while you are sleeping 0 My husband 
snores so loudly it keeps me awake at night. 
snore /sno:r, snour/ n [C] 


snorkel /‘sno:r-kal/ n [C] a tube that lets you 
breathe while swimming under water by keeping 
one end in the mouth while the other ends sticks 
up above the surface of the water 
snorkeling /'sno:r-ka-ltn/ n [U] © We went snor- 
keling off the coast of Key West. 


snort /sno:rt/ v [I/T] 1 to make an explosive 
sound by forcing air quickly through the nose 2 
To snort is also to express strong negative feelings, 
esp. by making a sound: [T] She snorted her dis- 
approval and walked away. 
snort /sno:rt/ n [C] © The teacher’s explanation 
drew snorts of laughter from the students. 


snot /snat/ n [U] slang a green or yellow substance 
sometimes produced in the nose, esp. when a per- 
son has a cold 


snotty /'snat-i/ adj infmi rude and showing a lack 
of respect for others, esp. because you think you 
are better than they are © He has three snotty teen- 
age daughters. 
snot /snat/ n [C] infmi a person who is disliked for 
being rude and lacking respect for others © / re- 
member this one little snot in my class who always 
talked back to the teacher. 


snout /snaut/ n[C] the nose and mouth that stick 
out from the face of some animals © a dog’s snout 


SNOW WEATHER /snou/ n [C/U] water that falls 
from clouds as soft, white FLAKES (= thin pieces) of 
ice when it is cold, or an amount of these flakes © 
[U] Six inches of snow fell overnight. © [C] We have 
had several snows in the past week. 
snow /snou/ v [I] © It snowed all weekend. 
snowy /'snou-i/ adj © It was one of the snowiest 
winters on record. 


DECEIVE /snou/ v[T] infm/ to deceive someone with 
charming, persuasive talk © This guy is very smooth 
and can snow anybody. 


IDIOM with snow 


esnowed under having too much to do © | am 
totally snowed under at school 
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So. 


PHRASAL VERB with snow 


esnow someone/something in [M] to be unable to 
leave because of too much snow © Many people 
were snowed in by Tuesday’s storm. 


snowball BALL OF SNOW /'snou-bo:l/ n [C] 
snow pressed into a ball 

INCREASE QUICKLY /'snou-bo:l/ v [I] to grow 
quickly in size or importance © Public support for 
military action has snowballed. 


snowboard /'snou-bo:rd, -bourd/ n [C] a 
board shaped like a wide SKI that you stand on to 
slide on the snow 


snowbound /'snou-baund/ adj [not gradable] 
unable to go anywhere because the snow is too 
deep 


snowdrift /'snou-drift/ n [C] a hill of snow cre- 
ated by the wind © There were some snowdrifts as 
high as twenty feet. 


snowfall /'snou-fs:l/ n [U] the amount of snow 
that falls during a period of time or in a place 


snowflake /'snou-fletk/ n [C] a single piece of 
snow that falls from the sky 


snowmobile /'snou-mou ,bi:l/ n [C] a small 
motor vehicle for traveling over snow 


snowplow /'snou-plau/ n [C] a large blade at- 
tached to the front of a truck that pushes snow off 
roads 


snowstorm /'‘snou-sto:rm/ n[C] a storm that 
brings a lot of snow and usually strong winds 


snow tire n [C] a vehicle tire designed to pre- 
vent sliding on ice or snow 


snub /snab/ v [T] -bb- to treat someone rudely, 
esp. by ignoring that person © They’re likely to snub 
people who aren't just like them. 
snub /snab/ n [C] © She was annoyed by their 
snubs. 


snuck /snak/ past simple and past participle of 
SNEAK 


snuff /snaf/ n[U] tobacco in the form of a powder 
that people breathe in through their noses 


PHRASAL VERBS with snuff 


esnuff out something STOP FLAME [M] to stop a 
flame from burning, usually by covering it © The 
child was allowed to snuff out the candles. 

esnuff out something END [M] to end something 
© There is concern that overfishing could snuff out 
some species. © His political career was snuffed out 
in its prime. 


snug WARM /snag/ adj [-er/-est only] -gg- warm, 
comfortable, and protected © Are you nice and snug 
in that sleeping bag? 
snugly /'snag-li/ adv [not gradable] © The cat 
curled up snugly in the armchair. 

CLOSE FITTING /snag/ adj fitting closely or tightly 
© snug blue jeans 
snugly /'snag-li/ adv [not gradable] © His vest fit- 
ted snugly. 


snuggle /'snag-al/ v [I always + adv/prep] to 
move close to someone for affection, warmth, or 
comfort, or to arrange something around yourself 
© They snuggled together on the couch. 


$O TO SUCH A DEGREE /sou, sa/ adv [not gradable] 
to such a great degree; very © He’s so stupid he’d 
believe anything you tell him. © Our families live so 
far away. 


SIMILARLY /sou/ adv [not gradable] (used usually 

before the verbs have, be, do, and other auxiliary 
verbs) in the same way; similarly O He was inter- 
ested, and so were a lot of other people. 


IN ORDER THAT /sou/ conjunction in order that, or 
with the result that O They moved so they could be 
closer to her family. 


THEREFORE /sou, sa/ conjunction and for that rea- 
son; therefore © My knee started hurting, so ! 
stopped running. 


IT IS THE SITUATION /sou/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
(used instead of repeating something that has just 
been mentioned) it is the situation O “! hope our 
paths cross again.” “I hope so too.” 


TRUE /sou/ adv [not gradable] true, or truly O He 
thinks I’m out to get him, but that simply isn’t so. 


IN THIS WAY /sou/ adv [not gradable] 1 more or 
less like this or in this way © Grandpa could be gen- 
erous when he so desired. 2 So is also used to sug- 
gest the approximate size of someone or 
something: The box is about so big. 


IDIOMS with so 


ein so many words directly © | have never lied to 
him in so many words. 

*so much to a great degree or very much © She 
wanted to go so much. 

eso much as but rather © / didn’t listen so much as 
survive the conversation. 

*so much so to such a great degree © /t was a 
great project, so much so that it won first prize. 
eso what infml it is of no importance O “We are not 
supposed to be here.” “So what?” 

eso there infm/it cannot be doubted or questioned 
O | said that book would be a hit, and it was. So 
there! 

eso be it it is necessary to accept the situation as 
it exists O If she spends all her money on clothes, so 
be it! 

eso far at this particular time © So far, only two 
Democrats have entered the race for governor. 

eso far, so good satisfactory up to this particular 
time © “How’s your new job?” “So far, so good.” 
eso help me this is true © So help me, they were 
having so much fun they didn’t hear me come in. 
eso long goodbye © So long, see you Thursday. 
«so long as only if © / ‘ll lend you the money so long 
as you'll pay me back. 

eso much for that is the end of © “It’s raining.” 
“So much for our day at the beach.” 

eso to speak this is one way to say itO / ama 
writer, so to speak. O USAGE: Used to suggest that 
some people may not think this is a good way to 
say something. © Compare IF YOU WILL at IF IDIOMS 


$0. adj, n[U] abbreviation for SOUTH or SOUTHERN 
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soak 


soak MAKE WET /souk/ v [I/T] 1 to make some- 
thing very wet, or of a liquid to be absorbed © [T] 
The hikers got soaked in the downpour. © [I] Water 
soaked through my shoes. 2 To soak something 
means to leave it in liquid for a period of time, esp. 
to clean or soften it: [T] Let’s just soak the dishes. 
soaking /'sou-kin/, soaking wet /,sou-kin'wet/ 
adj It’s so humid that my shirt is soaking wet before 
| leave the house. 


CHARGE /souk/ v [T] slang to charge someone too 
much money © | got soaked for the cab ride. 


PHRASAL VERB with soak 


esoak up something [M] to absorb or enjoy some- 
thing that exists around you © | just want to lie on 
the beach and soak up the sun. © She soaks up ev- 
erything that’s said in class. 


so-and-so /‘sou-an,sou/ n [C] pl so-and-sos 
infmi 1 (used instead of an actual name) a particular 
person or thing © He asked if | knew where so-anda- 
so lives. 2 If you say that someone is a so-and-so, 
you do not have a good opinion of that person: 
You can’t trust that so-and-so. 


$OaP /soup/ n[U] a substance used with water for 
washing or cleaning, or a block of this substance 
© liquid soap 
soap /soup/ v [I/T] to rub or cover someone or 
something with soap © [I] He soaped up and then 
rinsed off. 
soapy /'sou-pi/ adj containing soap © Wash your 
hands in soapy water. 


soap opera /'soup ,ap-ra/, infmi soap /soup/ n 
[C] a television program, usually broadcast five 
days a week, about the lives of a particular group 
of characters 


soapsuds /'soup-sadz/ p/n bubbles that form 
when soap is mixed with water 


SOaFr INCREASE QUICKLY /so:r, sour/ v [I] to in- 
crease or go up quickly to a high level © tempera- 
tures/prices soared O My spirits soared when | heard 
the good news. 

RISE IN AIR /so:r, sour/ v [I] 1 (esp. of a bird or air- 
craft) to rise or fly high in the air © Planes soared 
overhead, 2 lf you say that a mountain, building, 
or other object soars, you mean that it has great 
height: The mountain soars 10,000 feet above the 
village. 


sob /sab/ v [I/T] -bb- to cry ina noisy way, taking 
in sudden, short breaths 
sob /sab/ n[C] © | never heard such sobs. 


sober NOT DRUNK /'sou-bar/ adj having had no 
alcohol; not drunk © Related noun: SOBRIETY 
SERIOUS /'sou-bar/ adj serious and calm © The sober 
expression had not left Martin's face. 
soberly /'sou-bar-li/ adv © The jury soberly consid- 
ered the evidence. 
sobering /'sou-ba-rin/ adj © Jail has had a sober- 
ing effect on Hicks. 


PHRASAL VERB with sober 


e sober (someone) up [M] to stop drinking alcohol, 
or to cause someone to stop drinking 


898 


sobriety /sa'brat-at-i/ n[U] 1 the state or quality 
of being SOBER (= not drunk) 2 Sobriety also 
means the state of being serious and calm: This 
judge is known for his sobriety and fairness. 


sob story n [C] infmi, disapproving a long excuse 
or explanation that is meant to make you feel sorry 
for someone 


so-called © /'sou'ko:ld/ adj [not gradable] 1 
named or called in a particular way © Married tax- 
payers are hit hard by the so-called marriage penalty. 
2 People or things that are so-called may not fit 
their name: These so-called experts don’t know 
anything. 


SOCCEF /'sak-ar/ n[U] a game in which two teams 
of eleven players try to send a ball into the goal of 
the opposing side without using their arms or 
hands 


sociable /‘sou- fa-bal/ adj liking to be with peo- 
ple; friendly © The new sales rep is savvy and 
sociable. 


WORD FAMILY sociable 


Nouns society 
sociologist 


sociology 


Adjectives sociable 
unsociable 
social 
anti-social 
unsocial 


Verbs socialize 


Adverbs socially 


social OF HUMAN SOCIETY /'sou:fal/ adj [not 
gradable] related to the way people live together 
or to the rank a person has in a society © social 
conditions/position 
socially /'sou: fa:li/ adv © Certain behavior is so- 
cially unacceptable. 

OF MEETING PEOPLE /'sou- fal/ adj [not gradable] 
related to meeting and spending time with other 
people for pleasure © He had almost no social life. 
socially /'sou- fa-li/ adv [not gradable] © We first 
met socially and later worked together. 
socialize /'sou: fa ,laiz/ v [I] © Although he works 
a lot, Manny still finds time to socialize with friends. 


social climber pn [C] disapproving someone who 
tries to move into a higher social rank 


social contract n [C/U] social studies agree- 
ment among the members of a society or between 
a society and its rulers about the rights and duties 
of each 


Social Insurance Number /'sou- fal-in 
‘furans: 'nam-bar/, abbreviation SIN n [C] Cdn a 
number given to each citizen and used by the Ca- 
nadian federal government to provide citizens 
with government services or to collect taxes 


socialism /'sou: fa l1z-am/n [U] social studies 
any economic or political system based on gov- 
ernment ownership and control of important busi- 
nesses and methods of production © Compare 
CAPITALISM; COMMUNISM 
socialist /'sou-fa-last/ adj [not gradable] © So- 
cialist ideas are not as radical as we once thought. © 
Compare COMMUNIST 
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socialist /'sou:Ja-last/ n [C] © He is a dedicated 
socialist. 0 Compare COMMUNIST 

socialized /'sou: fa ,laizd/ adj [not gradable] © 
Political leaders are opposed to socialized medicine 
(= government control of medical care). 


social mobility n [UJ social studies the ability 
to move from one level of society to another 


social science n [C/U] the study of the cus- 
toms and culture of a society, or a particular part 
of this subject, such as history, politics, or 
economics 


Social Security n[U] the US government pro- 
gram that provides financial help and services for 
old people, people whose husbands or wives have 
died, and people who are unable to work 


social service n [C usually pl] any of the ser- 
vices provided by governments or other organi- 
zations to people with particular needs 


social studies p/ na course for younger stu- 
dents that includes many of the SOCIAL SCIENCES 


social welfare n [U] social studies services 
provided by the government or private organiza- 
tions to help poor, ill, or old people 


social worker n [C] a person who is trained 
to help people who are at a mental, physical, eco- 
nomic, or social disadvantage 


societal /sa'sar-at-l/ adj [not gradable] of or re- 
lating to human society © societal concerns/issues/ 
problems © Rapid societal changes have complicated 
parents’ task. 


society PEOPLE /sa'sar-at-i/ n [C/U] 1 people 
considered as a group, or a group of people who 
live together in a particular social system © [U] So- 
ciety is changing little by little. 0 [C] Societies change 
over the course of time. 2 Society also refers to that 
group of people who are rich, powerful, or fash- 
ionable: [U] He’s a part of Boston society. 

ORGANIZATION /sa'sat-at-i/ n [C] an organization 
for people who have special interests or who want 
to support particular activities © Zoological societies 
protect and study wild animals. 


USAGE 
society or company? 
Society is used to mean an organization of 
people with similar interests or one whose 
most important goal is doing something other 
than make a profit. 

the Baltimore Choral Society 

the National Geographic Society 
Company is the correct word for a business or- 
ganization whose most important goal is mak- 
ing money. 

| work for a large company. 

t-work-for-atarge-society. 


A ee A 


socioeconomic / sou:si:-ou ,ek-a'nam-ik, sou: 
fi:-ou-, -,i-ka-/ adj [not gradable] involving both 
social and economic matters © socioeconomic back- 
grounds/factors/resources 


soft 


sociology /,sou-si:'al-a-d3i/ n [U] the study of 
human societies 
sociologist /,sou-si:'al-a-dzast/ n [C] © He 
trained as a sociologist at the university. 


sock FOOT COVERING /sak/ n[C] pi socks, sox a 
covering for your foot, worn inside a shoe and 
made of soft material 

HIT /sak/ v [T] to hit someone © He socked his 
brother in the eye. 


PHRASAL VERB with sock 


esock in something/somewhere to stop all travel or 
movement of vehicles in an area because of fog © 
The entire coast was socked in all week. 


socket /'sak-at/ n[C] a hollow or curved part into 
which something fits 0 The bulb screwed easily into 
a socket. © Somehow the bone was pulled from its 
socket. 


sod /sad/ n[U] dirt with grass rooted in it © Truck- 
loads of sod were needed to make the new lawn. 


soda /'soud:a/, dated soda pop /'soud-a,pap/ n 
[C/U] regional US a SOFT DRINK 


soda water, short form soda n [U] plain water 
containing air bubbles 


sodden /'sad-®n/ adj [not gradable] extremely 
wet as a result of absorbing liquid © The carpet was 
a sodden mess. 


sodium /'soud-i:-am/ n [U] a soft, silver-white 
chemical element that is found only combined 
with other elements 


sodium chloride /'kls:r-aid/ n [U] chemistry 
salt 


sofa /'sou-fa/ n [C] a long, soft seat with a back 
and usually arms, large enough for two or more 
people to sit on; a COUCH 


sofa bed n [C] a bed that folds out of a SOFA 


SOft NOT HARD /so:ft/ adj [-er/-est only] not hard 
or firm; changing its shape when pressed © The 
crabs are plucked from the water before their soft 
shells have had a chance to harden. © The baby’s 
skin feels so soft (= smooth and enjoyable to 
touch). 
soften /'so:-fan/ v [I/T] © [I] The butter will soften 
if you leave it out. 
softness /'so:ft-nas/ n [U] © | sank into the soft- 
ness of my bed. 


GENTLE /so:ft/ adj [-er/-est only] not forceful, loud, 
or easily noticed © a soft voice © She likes soft pastel 
colors. 
soften /'so:-fan/ v [!/T] 0 [T] He made an effort to 
soften his tone. 
softly /'so:f-tli/ adv © She spoke so softly it was 
hard to hear her. 
softness /'so:ft-nas/ n[U] © There was a softness 
in her voice. 


WEAK /so:ft/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 not strong; weak 
© Car sales were soft last year. 2 If someone is said 
to be soft on crime, that person is thought to be 
not forceful enough in punishing criminals. 
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softball 


soften /'so:-fan/ v [T] © Congress will move to 
soften the law’s impact. 

softness /'so:ft-nas/ n [U] © A lot of people think 
that kindness is a sign of softness. 
EASY /so:ft/ adj [-er/-est only] not difficult; easier 
than other things of the same type © She asked 
some soft questions. 


WORD FAMILY soft 


Nouns 


Verbs soften 
Adverbs softly 


softness 


Adjectives soft 


IDIOM with soft 


esoften the blow to make a difficult experience 
less unpleasant © / put my arm around her before | 
gave her the bad news to try to soften the blow. 


PHRASAL VERB with soft 


esoften someone/something up [M] to weaken 
someone or something © She tried to soften me up 
by saying nice things about me, and then asked for 
the week off. 


softball /'s9:ft-b2:1/ n [C/U] a game similar to 
baseball but played with a larger, softer ball, or the 
ball used in this game 


soft-boiled adj [not gradable] (of an egg) 
boiled with its shell on and removed from the wa- 
ter while the yellow part is still soft © Compare 
HARD-BOILED EGG 


soft drink n [C] a drink, usually flavored, that 
does not contain alcohol 


soft-hearted, softhearted adj kind and willing 
to help other people © Compare HARD-HEARTED 


soft-pedal v [T] to treat something unpleasant 
as less important, because you want to avoid an- 
gering or hurting people © The movie soft-pedals 
the more sensational aspects of his life. 


soft-spoken adj usually speaking in a quiet 
voice © a soft-spoken, understated style 


Mercury 


Venus 


Earth 


900 


soft spot n [C usually sing] a strong liking for 
something or someone 0° /Il always have a soft spot 
in my heart for Denver. 


soft touch n[C usually sing] infmi someone who 
is easy to control or get money from © The chief, 
obviously a soft touch, gave him ten bucks. 


software /'s>:f twer, -,twzer/ n [U] the instruc- 
tions that control what a computer can do; com- 
puter programs © educational software O Compare 
HARDWARE COMPUTER 


SOGGY /'sag‘i, 'so:-gi/ adj (of a substance) very 
wet from having absorbed liquid © They played on 
a wet, soggy field. 


soil EARTH /so1l/ n [C/U] 1 the material on the 
surface of the ground in which plants grow; earth 
© [U] Plant the seeds in potting soil. 2 Soil is some- 
times a country: [U] At the Olympics he was com- 
peting on foreign soil for only the third time in his 
life. 

MAKE DIRTY /so1l/ v [T] to make something dirty 
soiled /sotld/ adj © soiled diapers 

sojourn /'sou-d33rn/ n [C] a temporary stay at 
one place, esp. while traveling 

sojourn /'sou-d33rn, sou 'd33rn/ v [I always + adv/ 
prep] © They sojourned in Memphis to celebrate Elvis 
Presley’s birthday. 


solace /'sal-as/ n [U] help and comfort when you 
are feeling sad or worried © She found solace in her 
memories of her grandmother. 


solar /'sou-lar/ adj [not gradable] of or from the 
sun, or using the energy from the sun to produce 
electric power © solar energy © solar power 


solar eclipse n [C] earth science ECLIPSE 


solar system n [C usually sing] earth science 

the sun and the group of planets that move 
around it, or a similar system somewhere else in 
the universe 


Neptune 
Uranus 


Saturn 


Jupiter 


SOLAR SYSTEM 
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sold /sovld/ past simple and past participle of SELL 


solder /'sad-ar/ n [U] a type of soft metal that is 
melted to join separate metal parts which are then 
permanently attached when the metal cools 
solder /'sad-ar/ v [T] © Wrap metal foil around the 
glass pieces and solder them together. 


soldier /'‘soul-d3ar/ n[C] a person who is in an 
army and wears its uniform, esp. someone who 
fights when there is a war O American/Italian/Chi- 
nese soldiers 


sole © ONLY /soul/ adj [not gradable] 1 being 
the only one; single © She is the sole survivor of the 
accident. 2 Sole also means belonging to one per- 
son or group: The team moved into sole possession 
of first place. 
solely © /'soul-li/ adv [not gradable] © These in- 
dustries aren’t solely responsible for hazardous 
wastes. 


BOTTOM PART OF FOOT /soul/ n [C] the bottom 
part of a foot which touches the ground when you 
stand or walk, or the front part of the bottom of a 
shoe © shoes with leather/rubber soles 


FISH /soul/ n [C/U] p/ sole a flat, round fish that is 
eaten as food 


solemn /'sal-am/ adj having or showing serious 
purpose and determination © He looked stern and 
solemn, and rarely spoke. 0 The memorial was a very 
solemn occasion. 
solemnly /'sal-am-li/ adv © Borden solemnly 
promised that he would take care of it. 
solemnity /sa'lem-nat-i/ n[U] © There was an air 
of solemnity in the room. 


solenoid /'sou-la noid, 'sal-a-/ n [C] physics a 
device consisting of a wire wrapped in the shape 
of a cylinder, which acts like a magnet when elec- 
tricity goes through it 


solicit /sa'lis-at/ v [T] to ask for something in a 
persuasive and determined way © He’s soliciting 
funds to keep the library open. © Grace has run an 
online campaign to solicit employee suggestions. 
solicitation /sa,l1s-a'ter-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] | get 
a lot of phone solicitations from banks. 


sphere 


pyramid 
SOLID (THREE-DIMENSIONAL) SHAPES 


tetrahedron 


901 


cone 


solid 


solicitor LAWYER /sa'lis-at-ar/ n [C] the official 
in a local government who deals with legal matters 
© He served as city solicitor. 


SELL /sa'lis-at-ar/ n [C] someone who asks for 
money or tries to sell you something © Beware of 
telephone solicitors who say, “All proceeds will go to 
charity.” 


solicitous /sa'l1s-at-as/ adj fm! eager to help © 
Carla becomes angry at her overly solicitous mother. 


solid FIRM/NOT LIQUID /'sal-ad/ adj 1 having a 
fixed shape that cannot be changed easily © After 
flying all night, he was glad to be on solid ground. 2 
chemistry A substance that is solid is not a liquid 
or a gas. 
solid /'sal-ad/ n [C] © After the operation, Mrs. 
Groncki couldn’t eat solids (= food that is not 
liquid). 
solidify /sa'lrd-a ,far/ v [I/T] to make something 
firm, or to become firm © [T] A chemical reaction 
solidifies the resin. © [l] Lava solidifies as it cools. 
solidity /sa'ltd-at-i/ n [U] © For solidity, glue the 
strip in place. 

SHAPE /'sal-ad/ n [C] geometry an object with 
three DIMENSIONS (= height, width, and length) © 
A cube is a solid. 


DENSE /'sal-ad/ adj 1 completely packed with ma- 
terial; not hollow © solid rock © a solid oak table 2 
A solid metal or color is pure and does not have 
anything else mixed together with it: solid gold o 
a solid blue background 
solid /'sal-ad/ adv [not gradable] with no open- 
ings; full © He has 54 tin boxes, packed solid with 
baseball cards. 
solidly /'sal-ad-li/ adv © The holes are solidly filled 
with concrete. 


STRONG /'sal-ad/ adj (of objects) made in a way 
that is strong, or (of a person) strong © It’s a solid 
house. © David has a solid, muscular body. 
solidly /'sal-ad-li/ adv © The rocking chair is solidly 
built. 

CERTAIN /'sal-od/ adj being of a good quality that 
can be trusted; certain or safe © All the performers 
showed solid musicianship and technique. © Rela- 


cylinder 


dodecahedron 
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a, 


tions between them are based on a solid foundation 
of friendship and trust. 

solidly /‘sal-ad-li/ adv completely; safely © He ap- 
pears to be solidly in control of the organization. 
solidify /sa'lid-a,fat/ v [I/T] to make something 
complete, or to become more certain or safer © [T] 
The play solidified his reputation as a serious writer. 
O [I] Her voice strengthened and solidified as she 
sang. 

WORD FAMILY solid 
Nouns _ solid Adjectives solid 
Verbs solidify 


Adverbs __ solidly 


solidarity 
solidity 
solids 


solidarity /,sal-a'dzer-at-i/ n [U] agreement be- 
tween and support for the members of a group © 
Hundreds of supporters gathered to show solidarity 
for the three men. 


Solidarity /sal-a'der-at-i, -'deer-/ n [U] world 

history a TRADE UNION (= an organization of 
workers) in Poland that began in 1980 and that 
was important in establishing free elections in 
1989 


soliloquy /sa'ltl-a-kwi/ n [C/U] literature a 
speech in a play which the character speaks to 
himself or herself or to the people watching rather 
than to the other characters © [C] Hamlet's solilo- 
quy begins, “To be or not to be.” 


solitaire JEWEL /'sal-a,ter, -,taer/ n [C] a single 
jewel that is part of a piece of jewelry, esp. a ring, 
or the ring itself © a diamond solitaire 

CARDS /'sal-a,ter, -,tzer/ n [U] a game played with 
cards by one person 


solitary /'sal-a,ter-i/ adj being the only one, or 
not being with other similar things, often by 
choice © / live a solitary life. © He enjoys solitary 
walks in the wilderness. 


solitary confinement n [U] the condition 
of being kept alone in a room in prison 


solitude /'sal-a,tu:d/ n[U] the situation of being 
alone, often by choice © He prefers the solitude of 
the country to the chaos of the city. 


solo /'sov-lou/ adj, adv [not gradable] alone; with- 
out other people 0 She takes long, solo bike rides to 
relax after work. © He decided to go solo instead of 
touring with the band. 
solo /'sou-lou/ n [C] pi solos a musical perfor- 
mance done by one person or one instrument 
alone, or in which one person is featured © a piano 
solo 0 a Miles Davis solo 
soloist /‘sou-la-wast/ n [C] © The cellist is a fea- 
tured soloist at the recital. 


solstice /'sal-stas, 'so:l-, 'soul-/ n [C] earth sci- 
ence either of the two times during the year when 
the sun is farthest from the equator, about June 
21st when the sun is farthest north of the equator 
and about December 22nd when it is farthest 
south © The summer solstice has the longest days, 
and the winter solstice has the shortest. O Compare 
EQUINOX 


solubility / sal-ja'bil-at-i/ n [U] chemistry a 
quality a substance has of being able to dissolve in 
another substance, or of being able to dissolve an- 
other substance 
soluble /'sal-ja-bal/ adj chemistry 


solute /‘sal-ju:t/ n[C] chemistry a substance that 
has been dissolved in another substance 


solution ANSWER /sa‘lu:-fan/ n[C] an answer 
to a problem © /t seemed a reasonable solution to a 
difficult problem. O Related verb: SOLVE 


USAGENopiiipsd. CD6.o6 bea pas 
solution 


The correct preposition after solution is usually 
to if what follows the preposition is the 
problem. 
The ambassador is still trying to find a 
diplomatic solution to the crisis. 
1 | Peleg at 
dip} - : ay A dil ? 


LIQUID /sa'lu:-fan/ n [C/U] chemistry a liquid in 
which other substances have been mixed and 
dissolved 

soluble /'sal-ja-bal/ adj able to be dissolved when 
mixed with a liquid © Sugar is soluble in water. 


solve /salv, so:lv/ v[T] to find an answer to a prob- 
lem © The arrests have not solved the mystery of 
what happened to the stolen cash. © Related noun: 
SOLUTION ANSWER 
solvable /'sal-va-bal, 'so:I-/, soluble /'sal-ja-bal/ 
adj © Hunger in this city is a solvable problem. 


WORD FAMILY solve 


Nouns solution 


Adjectives soluble 


solvent solvable 
Verbs dissolve insoluble 
unsolved 


solve 


solvent 


solvent HAVING MONEY /'sal-vant, 'so:I-/ adj 
(esp. of companies) having enough money to pay 
all your debts 
solvency /'sal-van-si, 'so:l-/ n [U] © The govern- 
ment should certify the solvency of the companies it 
regulates. 

LIQUID /'sal-vant, 'so:l-/ n [C] chemistry a liquid in 
which another substance can be dissolved 


somber /'sam-bar/ adj 1 serious and sad in ap- 
pearance or feeling © Raji is in a somber mood to- 
day. 2 Somber colors or clothes are dark and plain: 
Koch wore his somber blue suit. 


sombrero /sam'brer-ou/ n [C] pi/sombreros a 
large hat with a wide BRIM (= the bottom part that 
sticks out all around), worn esp. by men in Mexico 
and the southwestern US 


some UNKNOWN AMOUNT /sam, sam/ adj [not 
gradable] having an amount or number that is not 
known or not stated, or being a part of something 
© Let’s get some work done. © Some stories he wrote 
were made into movies. 
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903 somewhat 


some /sam, sam/ pronoun 1 If you want more spa- 
ghetti, please take some. © | like some of the people 
in my class. 2 Some can also mean some people: 
Some have compared him to President Kennedy. © 
USAGE: In negative sentences, you use “any” or 
“no” instead of “some.” In questions, you usually 
use “any” instead of “some.” 

some /sam/ adv [not gradable] infm/o | slept some 
in the car on the way home. 


USAGES EO ae ee ae 
some or any? 


Some is used in positive sentences. Any is used 
in questions and negative sentences. 

There are some flowers in front of the house, 

but there aren't any trees. 

Does he have any brothers or sisters? 
Some is sometimes used in offers or requests, 
or other polite questions. 

Would you like some more coffee? 
The same rules are true for something and 
anything, someone and anyone, and some- 
where and anywhere. 


LARGE AMOUNT /sam/ adj [not gradable] being a 
large amount or number of something © She was 
married to him for some years. © These things have 
been going on for some time. 


PERSON OR THING /sam, som/ adj [not gradable] 
used to refer to a person or thing when you cannot 
say exactly who or what it is O Some jerk backed 
into my car in the parking lot. O There’s got to be 
some way out of here. 


UNUSUAL /sam/ adj [not gradable] infmi used be- 
fore a noun and spoken with emphasis to show 
that something is unusual © Some party that turned 
out to be — nobody showed up. © Margo is really a 
terrific cook — that was some dinner! 


APPROXIMATELY /sam, som/ adv [not gradable] 
(used in front of a number) approximately; about 
© Some 200 people applied for the job. 


IDIOM with some 


esome thing or other something that is not 
known exactly © For some reason or other, these 
people have no place to-go. © You must have met 
her at some time or other if you were both working 
in the same office. 


somebody /'sam ,bad:i, -bod-i/ pronoun a per- 
son; someone 0 Id rather take care of my own kids 
than let somebody | don’t know raise them. © You 
don’t have the right to interfere in somebody else’s 
life. 


someday /'sam-dei/ adv [not gradable] at some 
time in the future which is not yet known or not 
stated © | keep thinking that maybe someday we'll 
move. 


somehow /'sam-hau/ adv [not gradable] in a 
way which is not known or not stated © Money has 
been extremely tight, but we’ve managed somehow. 
© He felt that everything was somehow connected. 


IDIOM with somehow 


esomehow or other in a way that you do not 
know or understand © /’m afraid that somehow or 
other we spoiled the kids. O Compare SOMETHING 
OR OTHER at SOMETHING IDIOMS 


someone /'sam-wan, -wan/ pronoun a person © 
I’m not interested in someone else’s experience. © | 
hate cutting the lawn, so | pay someone to do it. © 
USAGE: “Anyone” is usually used instead of “some- 
one” in negative sentences and questions. 


someplace /'sam-pleis/ adv [not gradable] in, 
to, or at a place which is not known or not stated; 
somewhere © The only time I’ve been to Florida | 
was on the way someplace else. 


somersault /'sam-arso:lt/ on [C] a rolling 
movement or jump, either forward or backward, 
in which you turn over completely, with your body 
above your head, and finish on your feet © She 
turned somersaults on the lawn. 
somersault /'sam-ar,so:lt/ v [t] © The bus 
plunged down the hill, somersaulted twice, and 
landed on its side. 


something /'sam-@19/ pronoun 1 a thing which 
is not known or stated © / was anxious to do some- 
thing. © Can | read you something else? © | was sure 
something had happened to him. © The ball and bat 
arrive at the same place at the same time, and the 
rest has something to do with (= is in some way 
connected with) the laws of physics. 2 Something 
can be used to describe a situation or an event that 
is good, although it is not everything you had 
hoped for: | exercise three times a week — it’s not 
enough, but at least it’s something. © USAGE: “Any- 
thing” is usually used instead of “something” in 
negative sentences and questions. 


IDIOMS with something 


e something else unusual, esp. extremely good or 
extremely bad © “He sang better than anyone I’ve 
ever heard.” “Yeah, | know, he’s really something 
else.” 

esomething like 1 similar to but not exactly like 
© The town’s Algonquian name means something 
like “water over a white bottom.” 2 Something like 
also means approximately when used about an 
amount or a number: She’s on page 285 or some- 
thing like that. 

e something or other something whose exact na- 
ture you do not know or have forgotten © He’s a 
professor of something or other, and now he’s living 
in China. © Compare SOMEHOW OR OTHER at 
SOMEHOW IDIOM 


sometime /'sam-taim/ adv [not gradable] at a 
time in the future or the past which is not known 
or stated © I’m having lunch with an old friend some- 
time next week. 


sometimes /'sam:taimz/ adv [not gradable] on 
some occasions but not all the time © Sometimes 
you think you can’t really trust anybody. 


somewhat © /'sam:hwat, -wat, -hwat, -wat/ 
adv [not gradable] to some degree © Washington, 
D.C., is somewhat smaller than Baltimore. © | was 
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somewhere 


somewhat disappointed. © USAGE: “Somewhat” is 
usually not used in negative phrases or sentences. 


somewhere PLACE /'sam:hwer, -wer, -hwer, 
-wer/ adv [not gradable] in, to, or at a place which 
is not known or not stated © / want to live some- 
where else. © Can we go somewhere and talk? o 


USAGE: “Anywhere” is usually used instead 
of “somewhere” in negative sentences and 
questions. 


APPROXIMATELY /'sam-hwer, -wer, -hweer, -weer/ 
adv [not gradable] (used esp. before a number) 
approximately; about © CDs cost somewhere 
around $15 apiece. 


IDIOM with somewhere 


esomewhere between with the qualities of each 
of two things © He made a sound somewhere be- 
tween a gurgle and a cough. 


SON /san/ n[C] a male child in relation to his par- 
ents © | have two sons. 
son-in-law /'san-an ,lo:/ n [C] pi sons-in-law the 
husband of a person’s daughter 


sonar /'sou-nar/ n[U] a device ona ship that uses 
sound to show the position of objects under the 
water 


sonata /sa'nat-9/ n[C] a piece of music in three 
or four parts, either for a piano or for another in- 
strument, such as a VIOLIN, sometimes also with a 
piano 


SONG /s9:n/ n[C/U] 1 a usually short piece of mu- 
sic with words that are sung © [C] We bought a CD 
of Cole Porter songs. 2 Song is also the act of sing- 
ing, Or singing when considered generally: [U] He 
was so happy he wanted to burst into song (= start 
singing). 3 The song of a bird is the musical sound 
it makes. 


song form n [U] music a form of music often 
used for songs that consists of two parts that re- 
peat, such as the VERSE and the CHORUS 


songwriter /'s9:n,rait-ar/ n [C] a person who 
writes songs 


sonnet /'san-at/ n[C] literature a poem that has 
14 lines and a particular pattern of RHYME and 
word arrangement 


SOON /su:n/ adv [-er/-est only] in or within a short 
time; before long; quickly © We'll soon be there. © 
How soon (= When) can we sign the contract? o 
“When would you like to meet?” “The sooner the 
better.” 


IDIOM with soon 


¢ sooner or later at some time in the future © Don’t 
worry, sooner or later the cat will come home. 


soot /sut/ n [U] a black powder produced when 
coal, wood, etc., is burned 


soothe /su:3/ v [T] to cause someone to be less 
upset or angry, or to cause something to hurt less 
O | picked up the crying child and tried to soothe her. 
soothing /'su:-d1n/ adj © a soothing ointment for 
sunburn 


SOP /sap/ n[C] something unimportant or of little 
value that is offered to stop complaints or unhap- 
piness O He regarded third prize as just a sop. 


PHRASAL VERB with sop 


¢sop up something [M] to absorb a liquid © She 
spilled some orange juice and sopped it up with paper 
towels. 


sophisticated /sa'fis-ta,kert-ad/ adj 1 having 
an understanding of the world and its ways, so 
that you are not easily fooled, and having an un- 
derstanding of people and ideas without making 
them seem simple © Sophisticated readers under- 
stood the book’s hidden meaning. 2 \f a way of 
thinking, a system, or a machine is sophisticated, 
it is complicated or made with great skill: sophis- 
ticated computer systems 

sophistication /soa,fis-ta'ker-fan/ n [U] © The 
level of sophistication in the cameras has grown tre- 
mendously. © | longed for the wit and sophistication 
of New York City. 


sophomore /‘saf ,mo:r, -,;mour/ n[C] a student 
in the second year of a program of study in a col- 
lege, university, or HIGH SCHOOL (= a school for 
students aged 14 to 18) 
sophomoric /saf'mo:r-tk, -'mour-/ adj (of an 
adult) typical of someone acting like a child © soph- 
omoric behavior 


sopping /'sap-1n/ adj [not gradable] extremely 
wet © You're sopping wet — go put some dry clothes 
on. 


soprano /sa'pren-ou, -'pran-/ n[C] pisopranos 
a woman’s or young boy’s singing voice in the 
highest range, or a person or musical instrument 
with this range 


sorbet /so:r'bet/ n [C/U] a food made from fro- 
zen fruit juice and water © [C/U] (a) raspberry 
sorbet 


sorcery /'so:r-sa-ri/ n [U] a type of magic that is 
used esp. to harm someone or make things 
happen 


sordid MORALLY BAD /'ss:rd-ad/ adj morally 
ugly, so that being involved makes you feel dirty 
© a sordid story © sordid details 


DIRTY /'so:rd-ad/ adj dirty and in bad condition o 
The sordid condition of many of the city school build- 
ings was shocking. 


Sore PAINFUL /so:r, sour/ adj painful and uncom- 
fortable, esp. (of a body part) because of injury or 
infection or (of a muscle) from being used too 
much © /f you have a sore throat, take aspirin. © | 
went rowing yesterday for the first time in years, and 
my arms are sore today. 
sore /soir, sour/ n[C] a painful area on the surface 
of a body, esp. an infected area 
soreness /'so:r-nas, ‘sour-/ n [U] 

ANGRY /so:r, sour/ adj [-er/-est only] infm! angry, 
esp. because you feel you have been unfairly 
treated © Chris wants to win, but he’s not a sore 
loser. 


sorely /'so:r-li/ adv very much O She will be sorely 
missed. 
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soul food 


sorority /sa'ro:r-at-i, -'rar-/ n [C] a social orga- 
nization for female students at a college or univer- 
sity © Compare FRATERNITY 


SOFrow /'sar-ou, 'so:r-/ n[C/U] a feeling of great 
sadness or regret, or something that causes this 
feeling o [U] The English language does not contain 
the words to express the sorrow | feel. 


sorry ASKING FORGIVENESS /'sar-i, 'so:r-i/ adj 1 
feeling bad because you have caused trouble or 
difficulty to someone else © [+ (that) clause] I’m 
really sorry (that) | forgot about our appointment 
yesterday. 2 Sorry is also used as a polite way to 
show your sympathy to someone because of a loss, 
problem, or trouble the person has had: [+ fo in- 
finitive] We were sorry to learn about the death of 
your grandmother. 3 Sorry is also used as a polite 
way of asking someone to excuse you for having 
done something that might have annoyed the per- 
son: The train will be moving shortly — we are sorry 
for the inconvenience. 

POLITE REFUSAL /'sar-i, 'so:r-i/ adj used as a polite 
way of expressing refusal or disagreement © I’m 
sorry, but | think you've made a mistake in our check. 
© Sorry, you can’t go in there. 

‘BAD CONDITION /'sar-i, 'so:r-i/ adj [-er/-est only] 

dated so bad as to cause feelings of sympathy © 

They were a sorry sight, dressed in rags and so weak 
they could hardly stand up. © USAGE: describing a 

situation or condition 


Sort TYPE /so:rt/ n [C] 1 a group of things that 
are of the same type or that share similar qualities 
© What sort of equipment will she need? 0 He was 
squinting through the eyepiece of some sort of nav- 
igational device. 2 Sort can sometimes refer to a 
person of a particular type: What sort of person do 
you think | am? 3 A person might say a sort of or 
sort of when describing something about which 
the person does not have a clear or exact knowl- 
edge: He’s a sort of agent for athletes, but not offi- 
cially. © She’s sort of running the company, | think, 
but her parents are still involved. 


FWORD CHOICES Som i> le > i] 


Kind, type, and form are alternative ways of 
saying “sort.” 
What kind of job are you looking for? 
He’s the type of man who never listens to 
what you Te saying. 
Swimming is the best form of exercise. 
If vou are talking about the sort of design that 
something has, you could use the word style. 
The street is full of buildings in different styles 
of architecture. 
If you want to talk about the different sorts of 
something, you could use the word variety. 
The article was about the different varieties of 
Spanish spoken in South America. 
This variety of rose is particularly hardy. 
If you are talking about a sort of animal, you 
could use the word breed. 
What breed of dog do you have? 


The words brand or make are used for talking 
about sorts of products. 
She always buys expensive brands of 
chocolate. 
What is the make of your car? 
If things that are of the same sort are consid- 
ered as a group, you could use the word 
category. 
There are three categories — standard, 
executive, and deluxe. 


PUT IN ORDER /so:rt/ v[I/T] to put things in a par- 
ticular order or separate them into groups accord- 
ing to a principle © [T] We have to sort the job 
applications into groups based on their qualifica- 
tions. © [T] Paper, plastic, and cans are sorted for 
recycling. 0 [M] Sort out the clothes that you don’t 
want, and we'll donate them to a charity. © [| always 
+ adv/prep] He spent hours sorting through the pho- 
tos (= searching them to find one). 


IDIOM with sort 


esort of in some way or to some degree © / feel 
sort of sorry for him, even though | know he’s not a 
nice person. © Compare KIND OF at KIND IDIOM 


PHRASAL VERB with sort 


esort out something [M] to deal successfully with 
a problem or a situation © Her financial records are 
a mess, but we'll sort them out. 


SOS /,es ,ou'es/ n [C] (esp. from a boat or ship) an 
urgent request for help 


$0-SO /'sou'sou/ adj, adv [not gradable] not very 
good but not very bad either 0 “You had a bad 
time with the flu — how are you feeling?” “So-so, I’m 
still pretty weak.” 


sought /so:t/ past simple and past participle of 
SEEK 


sought-after adj wanted or desired by many 
people © He was one the most sought-after speakers 
at political rallies. 


soul spirit /soul/ n[C] 1 the part of a person that 
some people believe continues to exist in some 
form after the body has died, or the part of a per- 
son or thing that expresses the basic qualities that 
make it what it is © May her soul rest in peace. 2 If 
you say that someone is the soul of a quality, you 
mean the person has that quality in a high degree: 
He is the soul of honor, and would never intentionally 
try to deceive you. 

BLACK CULTURE /soul/ n[U] a deep understanding 
of and pride in the culture of African-Americans 
PERSON /soul/ n [C] 1 a person of a stated type o 
a happy soul 2 Soul can also mean any person, and 
is usually used in negative statements: There wasn’t 

a soul around when we arrived at the beach. 


soul food n [C/U] food that comes from the 
African-American culture in the southern US © Corn 
bread, black-eyed peas, ham hocks, and sweet po- 
tato pie are all soul food. 
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soulful 


soulful /'soul-fal/ adj expressing feeling or emo- 
tion © The dog looked at me with her big, soulful, 
brown eyes. 


soul music n [U] a type of popular music with 
a strong beat and rhythm that developed from 
GOSPEL music 


soul-searching n[U] deep and careful consid- 
eration of inner thoughts © After much soul-search- 
ing, she decided not to run for reelection. 


sound SOMETHING HEARD /saund/ n [C/U] 
something heard or that may be heard © [C] They 
could hear the sound of an airplane overhead. 
sound /saund/ v [I/T] © [1] A bell sounds (= makes 
a noise) after fifty minutes to signal the end of the 
Class period. © [T] Sound the alarm — a prisoner has 
escaped! 

SEEM /saund/ v to suggest a particular feeling, 
state, or thing by the way something is said or a 
noise is made © [L] He sounded rather discouraged 
when | called him yesterday. © [| always + adv/prep] 
You sound as if you have a sore throat. © [I always 
+ adv/prep] From what you told me, she sounds like 
(= seems to be) a nice person. © [| always + adv/ 
prep] That sounds like fun (= seems likely to be 
enjoyable). 

HEALTHY /saund/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 in good con- 
dition; (of a person) healthy, or (of a thing) not 
broken or damaged © a person of sound mind © 
Engineers had to close the bridge because it was not 
sound, 2 Sound also describes sleep that is deep 
and peaceful: She was sound asleep when the phone 
rang. 

GOOD /saund/ adj [-er/-est only] good because 
based on good judgment or correct methods © /t 
was a sound approach to investing money. 

WATER PASSAGE /saund/ n [C] a passage of sea 
connecting two larger areas of sea, or an area of 
sea mostly surrounded by land © Puget Sound o 
Long Island Sound 


PHRASAL VERBS with sound 


esound off infmi to express opinions forcefully, 
esp. without being asked for them © He’s always 
sounding off about having to pay so much in taxes. 
esound out someone [M] to discover someone’s 
opinions or intentions 0 Why don’t you sound her 
out before the meeting, to see which way she’s going 
to vote? 


sound bite n[C]a short sentence or phrase said 
publicly, esp. by a politician, to be broadcast 


sound effects pin the sounds in a radio or 
television program or a movie that are added to 
make it seem more real 


sounding board n [C] someone you use to 
test a new idea or suggestion to see if it is liked o 
President Johnson said he used his wife as a sounding 
board for many of his ideas. 


soundly /‘saun-dli/ adv completely © She always 
sleeps soundly. © He was soundly defeated in his bid 
for reelection. 


soundproof /'‘saund-pru:f/ adj not allowing 
sound to go outside or come inside © a soundproof 
television studio 


soundtrack /‘saund-traek, ‘saun-/ n [C] a re- 
cording of the music from a movie or a play 


SOUP /su:p/ na liquid food made esp. by cooking 
vegetables and sometimes also meat or fish in wa- 
ter and usually served hot © [U] chicken/tomato/ 
vegetable soup 


PHRASAL VERB with soup 


esoup up something [M] to make mechanical 
changes to something, esp. a vehicle, in order to 
make it unusually powerful © He souped it up so 
that it could go at speeds of over 150 mph. © Related 
adjective: SOUPED-UP 


souped-up adj (of a vehicle or machine) made 
to go faster or be more powerful © a souped-up 
motorcycle O Related verb: SOUP UP 


soup kitchen n [C] a place where free food is 
given to people with no money or no homes 


SOUF TASTE /saur/ adj (esp. of food) having a 
sharp taste O The four basic tastes are sweet, salty, 
bitter, and sour. 
sour /saur/ v [I] to become sour © /’m afraid the 
milk has soured. 


UNPLEASANT /saur/ adj unfriendly or unpleasant in 
manner or attitude © The team’s perfect season 
went/turned sour after they lost their second straight 
game. 
sour /saur/ v [I/T] to become bad or unpleasant, 
or cause someone to feel bad or unhappy © [T] 
When the economy soured, donations to the charity 
dried up. 


source @ /so:rs, sours/ n [C] 1 something or 
someone that causes or produces something, or is 
the origin of it © a source of energy/light © Spinach 
is a good source of vitamins. © His wife was a con- 
stant source of inspiration to him. 2 A source is also 
someone or something from which you obtain in- 
formation: The reporter refused to cite the names of 
her sources. 
source @€ /ss:rs, sours/ v [T] to get something 
from a particular place © Where possible the produce 
used in our restaurant is sourced locally. 


sour cream n [U] cream that is made sour by 
adding special bacteria, used in cooking 


sour grapes n [U] bad behavior that happens 
because someone else is more successful © Are his 
criticisms justified, or is this a case of sour grapes 
from a less successful artist? 


south /sau@/, abbreviation $., abbreviation So. n [U] 
1 the direction opposite north, or the part of an 
area or country in this direction © The points of the 
compass are north, south, east, and west. 2 In the 
US, the South is the southeastern part of the coun- 
try: We moved to the South when | was a child. 3 
US history |In the US Civil War, the South was the 
group of states that fought to become separate 
from the federal government. 
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907 space age 


south /sau@/, abbreviation $., abbreviation So. adj, 
adv [not gradable] © The University is on the south 
side of town. O We drove south. 

southerly /'snd-ar-li/ adj © a southerly direction 
southern /'saé-arn/, abbreviation $., abbreviation 
So. adj [not gradable] © Louisiana is in the southern 
part of the US. 

southerner /'sad-ar-nar/ n[C] aperson fromthe 
southern part of a country, or (in the US) a person 
from the South 

southward /'sau8-ward/ adj [not gradable] to- 
ward the south © a southward direction 
southward /'sau@-ward/, southwards /'saud- 
werdz/ adv [not gradable] toward the south © They 
drove southward toward the Mexican border. 


WORD FAMILY south 


Nouns — south 


southerner 


Adjectives south 
southerly 


Rouen southern 


southward(s) 


Adverbs 


IDIOM with south 


esouth of the border Mexico and the other coun- 
tries south of the US border with Mexico. 


southeast /sau'di:st/, abbreviation $.E. n [U] [not 
gradable] the direction between south and east, or 
the part of an area or country in this direction O The 
house faces northwest, so southeast is behind us. 
southeast /sau'éi:st/, abbreviation S.E. adj, adv 
[not gradable] © She lives on the southeast side of 
town. O They drove southeast. 
southeastern /sau '6i:-starn/, abbreviation S.E. adj 
[not gradable] © There will be rain in southeastern 
Massachusetts. 


southpaw /'squé-po:/ n [C] infml a left-handed 
person, esp. in sports and particularly a PITCHER (= 
person who throws the ball in baseball) 


South Pole n [U] the point on the earth’s sur- 
face that is farthest south 


southwest /save'west/, abbreviation S.W. n [U] 
the direction between south and west, or the part 
of an area or country that is in this direction © He’s 
currently living in the Southwest. 
southwest /saue'west/, abbreviation $.W. adj, adv 
[not gradable] © The district is in the southwest cor- 
ner of the state. O We drove southwest. 
southwestern /saue'wes-tarn/, abbreviation S.W. 
adj [not gradable] © She grew up in southwestern 
Ohio. 


souvenir /,su:-va'nir/ n[C] something you keep 
or give to remember a special visit or event © /7// 
keep this as a souvenir of my trip to New York. 


BUSAGE rt <a Tir ea RI 
souvenir 
A souvenir is a thing, not a feeling. If you want 
to talk about a feeling or memory that you 
have about something in the past, you should 
use the noun memory. 

t-have-ctot-of happy souvenirs of staying-at 
my -grandparentsheuse. 


| have a lot of happy memories of staying at 
my grandparents’ house. 


sovereign /'sav-ran/ n[C] world history aking 
or queen, or a person having the power to govern 
a country 
sovereign /'sav-ran/ adj [not gradable] © Algeria 
was a colony but now is a sovereign nation. 
sovereignty /'sav-ran-ti/ n [U] social studies 
the power or authority to rule 


soviet /'sou-vi: et, -vi:-at/ n [C] world history 1 
a group elected to govern a region or area in a 
COMMUNIST country (= one based on public own- 
ership of property and control of production) 2 
world history the people and esp. the leaders of 
theaw.S/S.R. 


SOW PLANT /sou/ v [I/T] past simp. sowed, past part. 
sown, sowed to put seeds in the ground so that 
plants will grow © [T] Settlers sowed the seeds they 
had brought with them. 


ANIMAL /sau/ n [C] an adult female pig 


SOY /s>1/ adj [not gradable] made from SOYBEANS 
© soy milk/burgers/margarine 


soybean /'so1-bi:n/ n [C] a type of bean grown 
esp. in Asia and the US, used as a food for people 
and animals 


SOy sauce /'so1-so:s/ n [UJ] a salty, dark brown 
liquid made from SOYBEANS, used as a flavoring 
esp. in Chinese and Japanese cooking 


$pa /spa/ n [C] a place where people can stay to 
improve their appearance or health by eating well 
and exercising and sometimes also by drinking or 
bathing in water with natural substances in it 


Space EMPTY PLACE /speis/ n [C/U] 1 an empty 
place © [C] a parking/storage space © [U] He was 
staring into space, seeing nothing. 2 Open space is 
land that has nothing built on it: [C] Out west there 
are lots of wide open spaces. 3 art In a painting, 
space is the appearance of depth even though the 
painting only has width and height. 
space /speis/ v [T] to arrange the distance be- 
tween things © Try to space the stitches evenly as 
you sew. 
spacing /'sper-sin/ n [U] © Make sure there is 
equal spacing between you. 
spacious /'sper-fas/ adj having a lot of space © 
A spacious house is comfortable. 

BEYOND EARTH /speis/ n [U] the area beyond the 
ATMOSPHERE (= air) of the earth © space travel o 
The rocket blasted off to outer space. 

TIME /speis/ n [U] an amount of time © Within the 
space of three weeks, | felt much better. 
space /speis/ v[T] © The moves are spaced about 
eight to ten seconds apart. 
spacing /'sper-sin/ n[U] © The plan offered several 
options for the spacing of payments (= the amount 
of time between them). 


space-age adj very modern and using compli- 
cated electronics or equipment © DNA testing gives 
investigators a space-age tool to tackle crimes. 
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space bar 908 


space bar n [U] a long key on a computer or 
TYPEWRITER that you press to make an opening be- 
tween words 


spacecraft /speis-kreft/, spaceship /spers: fip/ 
n [C] a vehicle designed for travel in space © an 
unmanned spacecraft 


spaced out /spers'daut/, spacey /'sper-si/ adj 
slang not aware of or paying attention to what is 
happening around you 0 | just got home from work 
and I’m kind of spaced out. 


space shuttle n [CJ a vehicle that takes people 
into space and comes back to Earth again 


space station n[C] a structure in space where 
people can live and work 


spacious /'sper-fas/ adj See at SPACE EMPTY 
PLACE . 


spade /speid/ n [C] a tool with a blade for dig- 
ging, esp. one with a long handle 


spades /speidz/ pi n one of the four SUITS (= 
groups) of playing cards, the symbol for which is 
a black pointed leaf with a small stem 


spaghetti /spa'get-i/ n[U] pasta made in long, 
thin, round strips 


spam /spzm/ n [U] E-MAIL that is sent to a lot of 
people, esp. e-mail that is not wanted © Some In- 
ternet service providers block spam to subscribers. 
spam /spzm/ v[I/T] -mm- © He denies he’s spam- 
ming anyone. 


span /spzn/ n[C] 1 the length of something © A 
lifetime is a span of about seventy years. © The Rang- 
ers scored three goals in the span of five minutes. 2 
A span is also the distance between two points, 
esp. between the structures that hold up a bridge: 
In 1855, an 850-foot span was built to carry trains 
across the gorge. 
span /spen/ v [T] -nn- © An old bridge spans the 
river just outside the town. 


spangle /'spzen-gal/ n[C] a small piece of shiny 
metal or plastic, used esp. to decorate clothes 
spangled /'spzen-gald/ adj She wore a spangled 
top and a Striped skirt. 


spaniel /'spzen:jal/ n [C] a type of dog of small 
or medium size with soft hair and long ears that 
hang down 


spank /spzenk/ v[T] to hit someone, esp. a child, 
with the hand on the buttocks, usually as a 
punishment 
spanking /'spzn-kin/ n [C/U] © [U] My parents 
didn’t believe in spanking. 


spanner /'spzen-ar/ n [C] BF WRENCH TOOL 


Spar /spar/ v [I] -rr- 1 to practice the sport of box- 
ing without hitting hard © Dexter sparred with his 
partner for about an hour. 2 To spar also means to 
argue: State officials are still sparring over funding. 


Spare SAVE /spzr, sper/ v [T] to decide not to 
hurt or destroy something or someone © By reduc- 
ing workers’ hours, the company spared some peo- 
ple’s jobs. 


AVOID /sper, sper/ v [T] to avoid something © A 
quiet chat about this would spare everyone 
embarrassment. 
sparing /'sper-in, 'sper-/ adj © He certainly is 
sparing in his praise (= avoids giving much of it). 
sparingly /'spaer-1n li, 'sper-/ adv © Apply the lo- 
tion sparingly. 

GIVE /speer, sper/ v [T] to give or use something 
because you have enough available © Can you 
spare a dollar? © I’d love to come, but I’m afraid | 
can't spare the time. 

EXTRA /spzr, sper/ adj [not gradable] not being 
used, or more than what is usually needed © / keep 
my spare change in a jar. 
spare /speer, sper/ n[C] © In case | lose my key, ! 
keep a spare in the garage. 

THIN /speer, sper/ adj [-er/-est only] (of people) thin 
with no extra fat on the body © He had the spare 
build of a runner. 


IDIOMS with spare 


espare no effort, spare no expense to achieve 
something by working as hard as possible or 
spending as much money as is necessary © She 
spared no expense in decorating her office. 

eto spare still available © / caught the plane with 
only five minutes to spare. 


spare part n [C usually plural] an extra piece 
that can be used to replace a piece that breaks, 
esp. in a machine 


spareribs /'sper-ribz/, short form ribs pl n the 

RIBS (= chest bones) of a pig, with most of the meat 
removed © Barbecued spareribs are a Texas 
specialty. 


spare time n [U] time when you are not work- 
ing or do not have anything you must do © What 
do you like to do in your spare time? 


spare tire EXTRA TIRE, spare n[C] an extra tire 
for a car 


FAT n[C] a layer of fat around a person’s waist © | 
was determined to get some exercise and lose my 
growing spare tire. 


spark /spark/ n [C] 1 a very small bit of some- 
thing burning that flies out from a fire, or a flash 
of light seen when an electric current crosses an 
open space © Flame, smoke, and sparks climbed into 
the dark sky. © Sparks from the old wiring started the 
fire. © (fig.) No one can light the spark that will make 
you a writer (= the thing that causes you to write). 
2 A spark of something is a small amount of it: 
When students show a spark of interest, | try to give 
them extra encouragement. 
spark /spark/ v [T] 0 Downed power lines sparked 
fires in several parts of town. © Parks’s actions in 
1955 sparked the Civil Rights Movement. © We try 
to find stories that will spark our students’ 
imaginations. 


IDIOM with spark 


esparks fly there is an angry argument © The 
sparks really fly when my mother and her sister get 
together. 


ez bat | a hot | ai bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | U put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


sparkle /'spar-kal/ v [I] 1 to shine brightly o The 
lake sparkled in the sunlight. 2 fig. Someone or 
something that sparkles is energetic, interesting, 
and exciting: His writings sparkle with intelligence. 
sparkle /'spar-kal/ n [U] © We could tell she was 
happy by the sparkle in her eyes. 
sparkling /'spar-ka-lin, ‘spar-klig/ adj 1 His writ- 
ing is known for its sparkling dialogue. © The whole 
house was sparkling clean. 2 A sparkling drink has 
bubbles in it: sparkling water 


sparkler /'spar-klar/ n [C] a wire stick held in 
your hand and covered with a substance that pro- 
duces SPARKS as it burns 


spark plug n [C] a device in an engine that 
produces the electricity needed to start the fuel on 
fire 

Sparrow /'spzr-ou/ n [C] a common, small, 
gray-brown bird 


$parse /spars/ adj [-er/-est only] small in number 
or amount and not dense or close together © 
plants with sparse foliage © sparse attendance © a 
sparse vocabulary 
sparsely /'spar-sli/ adv This area is very sparsely 
settled because there isn’t much water. 


spartan /'spart:®n/ adj simple and not particu- 
larly comfortable © Our spartan way of life included 
hard beds, hard work, and no TV. 


$pasM /'spzz-am/ n [C] a sudden, uncontrolla- 
ble tightening of a muscle, or a sudden, burst of 
activity or energy © He left the game because of back 
spasms. O The rebels’ spasm of resistance was short- 
lived. 


Spat FORCE OUT /spzt/ past simple and past par- 
ticiple of SPIT FORCE OUT 

ARGUMENT /spet/ n[C] an argument about some- 
thing not important © This was a spat, not a serious 
fight. 


Spate /spert/ n[U] an unusually large number of 
events that happen suddenly and at about the 
same time © We have had a spate of burglaries 
recently. 


spatter /'spzt-ar/ v [I/T] to scatter small drops 
or bits of liquid on a surface, or of liquid to fall in 
small drops © [T] The taxi hit a puddle and spattered 
us with mud. 
spatter /'spzet-ar/ n [C] © You left paint spatters 
on the floor! 


spatula /'spzt{-a-lo/ n[C] a kitchen utensil with 
a wide, flat blade, used esp. for lifting and spread- 
ing foods 


Spawn /spo:n/ n [U] the eggs of fish 
spawn /spo:n/ v [I/T] (esp. of fish) to lay eggs © 
[I] Salmon swim up rivers and streams to spawn. © 
[T] (fig.) Generous loans have spawned hundreds of 
small businesses (= caused them to be started). 


Spay /spei/ v [T] to remove the organs that pro- 
duce eggs from an animal 

speak say WorDs /spi:k/ v [I/T] past simp. spoke, 
past part. spoken 1 to say words, to use the voice, 
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speak 


or to have a conversation with someone © [I] / 
heard someone speaking in the hallway. © [I] Please 
speak louder. © [I] “I’ll never speak to you again,” he 
said angrily. © [T] No one spoke a word (= No one 
said anything). © [I] She spoke in a whisper (= very 
quietly). 2 Speaking is used with adverbs ending 
in -ly to show that you are talking from a particular 
point of view: [I] Generally speaking, this is what 
happens when you see a nutritionist. 

speaker /'spi:-kar/ n [C] 1 a person who speaks 
or is speaking © Will the speaker please identify her- 
self? 2 literature The speaker in a work of litera- 
ture is the person who is imagined to be saying 
the written words, or the character who speaks a 
MONOLOGUE (= a long speech) © Related noun: 
SPEECH TALKING 

KNOW A LANGUAGE /spi:k/ v [T] past simp. spoke, 
past part. spoken to talk in a language © How many 
languages do you speak? © He speaks fluent Italian. 
© When | arrived in Canada, | didn’t speak a word of 
English (= | did not know any English). 
speaker /'spi:-kar/ n [C] someone who speaks a 
particular language © a French/Chinese speaker © 
See also: SPEAKER ; SPEAKER at SPEAK FORMAL TALK 

FORMAL TALK /spi:k/ v [I] past simp. spoke, past part. 
spoken to give a formal talk © Will you be speaking 
at the conference? © Ted will speak about careers in 
education. O Related noun: SPEECH FORMAL TALK 
speaker /'spi:-kar/ n[C] 1 a person who gives a 
speech at a public event © There will be three speak- 
ers at the graduation ceremony. © She’s not a good 
public speaker. 2 A speaker is also the person who 
controls the way in which business is done in an 
organization which makes laws, such as the US 
House of Representatives: the Speaker of the House 
© See also: SPEAKER ; SPEAKER at SPEAK KNOW A 
LANGUAGE 
speaking /'spi:-ktp/ n [U] © She looks on public 
speaking as an opportunity to share information, © 
He has several speaking engagements (= occasions 
when he will give a talk) next month. 

SUGGEST /spi:k/ v [I/T] past simp. spoke, past part. 
spoken to show or express something without us- 
ing words © [I always + adv/prep] The incident 
spoke of shady financial dealings between the part- 
ners. © [T] Her face spoke volumes (= showed clearly 
what she thought). 


IDIOMS with speak 


e speak for yourself | disagree with what you have 
just said © “None of us like the hotel.” “Speak for 
yourself — | think it’s OK.” 

¢on speaking terms friendly enough to talk 0 We 
had an argument, but we’re back on speaking terms 
now. 

e speaking as someone with the experience of be- 
ing this type of person © Speaking as a mother of 
four, | can tell you that children are exhausting. 
«speaking of someone/something 1 related to the 
subject being discussed 2 Casey is at a birthday 
party — speaking of birthdays, Abe’s is Friday. 
«something speaks for itself something is clear 
and needs no further explanation © The senator’s 
record speaks for itself - he has always voted for what 
is best for this state. 
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speaker 
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espeak too soon to say something which is 
quickly proven not to be true © It looks like Hanna 
will be late — | spoke too soon, here she comes now. 
eno something to speak of, nothing/not anything 
to speak of not enough of something to make it 
worth talking about 0 There was no snow to speak 
of this winter. 


PHRASAL VERBS with speak 


espeak for someone to express the opinions or 
wishes of someone 0 | can’t speak for the others. 

e speak out to say in public what you think about 
something such as a law or an official plan or ac- 
tion © He spoke out against the school’s admissions 
policy. 

e speak up TALK LOUD to speak louder © Speak up! 
We can’t hear you in the back. 

espeak up EXPRESS OPINION to express your 
opinion © If you disagree, please speak up. 

espeak up for someone/something to express sup- 
port for a person or idea O Many employees 
wouldn’‘t speak up for themselves. © There is no one 
in the capital speaking up for this part of Ohio. 


WORD FAMILY speak 


Nouns — speaker 
speech 


speaking 


Adjectives unspeakable 
speechless 
outspoken 


unspoken 


Verbs — speak 


Adverbs unspeakably 


speaker /'spi:-kar/ n [C] a piece of electrical 
equipment through which recorded or broadcast 
sound can be heard © We bought new speakers for 
our stereo system. O See also: SPEAKER at SPEAK 
KNOW A LANGUAGE; SPEAKER at SPEAK FORMAL 
TALK 


spear /spir/ n[C] a pole with a sharp point at one 
end, used as a weapon that is either thrown or held 
in the hand 
spear /spir/ v[T] © They catch the fish by spearing 
them. © (fig.) She speared the steak with her fork and 
lifted it off the grill. 


spearhead /'spir-hed/ v [T] to lead something 
such as a course of action or an attack © Joe will 
spearhead our new marketing campaign. 


spearmint /'spir-mint/ n [U] a strong, sweet 
flavoring, or the plant from which this flavoring 
comes © spearmint gum/toothpaste/tea 


spec /spek/ n [C usually pl] short form of SPECIFI- 
CATION © We’re drawing up the specs for your new 
bathroom this week. 


special NOT USUAL /'speJ-al/ adj 1 not ordinary 
or usual © a special occasion © special attention/ 
treatment O The car has a number of special safety 
features. O Is there anything special you'd like to do 
today? 0 The magazine published a special anniver- 
sary issue. 2 Special can also mean unusually great 
or important: Youre very special to me. 
special /'spef-al/ n[C] 1 There’s a two-hour spe- 
cial (= a television program that is not regularly 
shown) on the Olympics tonight. © Our restaurant's 


specials today are pasta primavera, baked chicken 
with rice, and shrimp scampi (= these foods are not 
always sold). 2 A special is also the sale of goods 
at a reduced price: The store had a special on lawn 
furniture this week. 
specialty /'spef-al-ti/, Br speciality /,spef-i:'zel- 
at-i/ n [C] a product that is unusually good in a 
particular place © Oysters are a local specialty. © 
Paella is the specialty of the house at this restaurant. 
WORD CHOICES special 
See also: unusual 
If someone or something is special because of 
being better than usual, you can describe that 
person or thing as exceptional or outstanding. 
Their standard of acting was very high but 
there was one exceptional/outstanding 
performance. 
The adjective extraordinary is sometimes used 
to describe someone or something that is spe- 
cial in a surprising way. 
Her capacity to remember things is 
extraordinary. 
She has an extraordinary talent. 
The adjectives deluxe and superior are some- 
times used to describe things you can buy that 
are special because they are particularly good 
quality. 
The clerk tried to sell us the deluxe model. 
The adjective rare is sometimes used instead of 
“special” when it means “unusual.” 
This is a rare opportunity to see inside the 
building. 


PARTICULAR /'spej:al/ adj [not gradable] having a 
particular purpose © Kevin goes to a special school 
for the blind. © She’s a special correspondent for Na- 
tional Public Radio. 
specialist /'spej-a-last/ n [C] 1 someone who 
limits his or her studying or work to a particular 
area of knowledge, and who is an expert in that 
area © She’s a specialist in financial management. 2 
A specialist is also a doctor who works in and 
knows a lot about one particular area of medicine: 
an eye/heart/joint specialist 
specialty /'spef-al-ti/, Br speciality /,spef-i:'al- 
at-i/ n [C] the subject of one’s study or work, or a 
particular skill 0 Her specialty is heart surgery. O The 
company’s specialty is high-performance cars. 
specialize /'spef-a,larz/ v [I] 0 She’s a lawyer who 
specializes in accident cases. © The store specializes 
in Asian antiques. 
specialization /,spej-a-la'zer-fan/ n [C/U] 1 
the limiting of one’s study or work to one partic- 
ular area, or a particular area of knowledge © [C] 
My main specialization was literature. 2 biology 
Specialization is also the development in organ- 
isms of cells that have particular purposes. 
specialized /'spef-a,laizd/ adj © Her job is very 
specialized. 
specially /'spef-a-li/ adv [not gradable] in a par- 
ticular way or for a particular purpose O Her wheel- 
chair was specially designed for her. 
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LOGNPUSABLES” ED ia Per 
specially or especially? 
Sometimes these two words both mean “for a 
particular purpose.” 

| cooked this meal specially/especially for you. 
Specially is often used before an adjective 
made from a past participle. 

specially prepared/specially trained. 

He uses a specially adapted wheelchair. 
Especially is used to give emphasis to a person 
or thing. This word is usually used at the be- 


ginning of a phrase but not at the beginning 
of a sentence. 


I like all kinds of films, especially horror films. 
: ie Bi spe 
WORD FAMILY special 


Nouns — special 
specialist 


Adjectives special 
specialized 


specialty 
specialization 


Verbs 
Adverbs 


specialize 
specially 


special education, short form special ed n[U] 
education for children with physical or mental 
problems, who need to be taught in a different 
way 


special effects p/n artificial images, esp. in a 
film, that appear real but are created by artists and 
technical experts © The movie won several awards 
for its special effects. 


special interest n[C] social studies a person, 
group, or organization that tries to influence gov- 
ernment decisions to benefit itself 


speciation / spi:-si:'er-fan, ,spir- fi:-/ n [U] bi- 
ology the process by which new types of living 
things are thought to develop from existing ones 
during EVOLUTION 


species /'spi:- fi:z, -si:z/ n[C] p! species biology 
a set of animals or plants, members of which have 
similar characteristics to each other and which can 
breed with each other 


specific © PARTICULAR /sp1'sif-1k/ adj relating 
to one thing and not others; particular © The virus 
attacks specific cells in the body. © The meeting is for 
the specific purpose of discussing the merger. 
specifically © /spr'sif-1-kli/ adv © These jeans 
were designed specifically for women. 0 We went to 
New York specifically to visit the Metropolitan 
Museum. 
specificity © /,spes-a'fis-at-i/ n [U] the quality 
of being particular to one person or thing 
EXACT /spr'sif-1k/ adj clear and exact © The report 
makes specific recommendations. © Can you be more 
specific? 
specifically & /spr'sif-1-kli/ adv © | specifically 
asked you not to be late. © She mentioned you 
specifically. 
specificity © /,spes-a'fis-at-i/ n [U] the quality 
of being clear and exact © There was a dramatic 
lack of specificity in his answer. 


spectator ion 


specifics @ /spr'sif-tks/ p/n exact details © The 
proposal lacked specifics. © The specifics of the plan 
need to be worked out. 


specification © /,spes-a-fa'ker-fan/, short 
form spec n [C usually pl] a clear, detailed plan or 
description of how something will be made © Spec- 
ifications have been drawn up for the new aircraft. © 
The house was built to the architect’s specifications. 


specify © /'spes-a ,fai/ v [T] to state or describe 
something clearly and exactly © The treaty specified 
terms for the withdrawal of troops. © [+ question 
word] He didn’t specify how much was spent on 
advertising. 
specifiable © / spes-a'fat-a-bal/ adj 


specimen /'spes:a-man/ n [C] 1 something 
shown or examined as an example; a typical ex- 
ample © He has a collection of rare insect specimens. 
2 medical A specimen is a smal! amount of some- 
thing, such as urine or blood, taken for testing. 


specious /'spi::fas/ adj fmi seeming to be right 
or true, but really wrong or false © a specious dis- 
tinction © His whole argument is specious. 


speck /spek/ n [C] a very small mark, piece, or 
amount © There are paint specks all over the floor. 
© These small islands are just specks on the map. © 
There's not a speck of dust in their house. 


speckled /'spek-ald/ adj having very small 
marks of a different color from the surface on 
which they are found © We saw some speckled 
goose eggs. 


spectacle UNUSUAL EVENT /'spek:ti-kal/ n [C] 
an unusual or unexpected event or situation that 
attracts attention © an amazing/terrible spectacle © 
The trial became a public spectacle. 0 She made a 
spectacle of herself (= behaved in a way that at- 
tracted attention and made her look ridiculous). 

PUBLIC SHOW /'spek:ti-kal/ n [C] a large public 
event or show © The fireworks were a magnificent 
spectacle. 


spectacles /'spek-tr-kalz/, short form specs 
/speks/ pl n glasses © You could just see his eyes 
behind the thick lenses of his spectacles. 


spectacular /spek'tak-ja-lar/ adj exciting and 
interesting because of being large or extreme © a 
spectacular sunset © The scenery is spectacular. © He 
scored a spectacular touchdown. © The raffle was a 
spectacular success. 
spectacularly /spek'tzek-ja-lar-li/ adv © The city 
is spectacularly lit at night. © She is spectacularly well 
paid. 
spectacular /spek'tzek-ja-lar/ n [C] a large, ex- 
citing event, show, or performance © a television 
spectacular 


spectator /'spek ,teit-ar/ n [C] a person who 
watches an activity, esp. a public event, without 
taking part © The stadium was packed with cheering 
spectators. 


spectator ion n([C] chemistry, physics an |ON 
that does not join in a chemical reaction 
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spectator sport 
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spectator sport n [C] a sport that people go 
to watch © Swimming is a popular form of recreation 
but not a popular spectator sport. 


specter, spectre /'spek-tar/ n [C] 1 something 
that causes fear or worry © The specter of inflation 
concerns many voters. © The familiar specter of ad- 
versity continues to accompany him. 2 A specter is 
also a GHOST (= the spirit of a dead person that 
can be seen). 


spectroscope /'spek-tra skoup/ n [C] science 
a piece of equipment that separates light into its 
colors 


spectrum RANGE /'spek-tram/ n[C] a range of 
objects, ideas, or opinions © There’s agreement 
across the political spectrum. O A wide spectrum of 
opinion was represented at the meeting. 


COLORS /'spek-tram/ n [C] p/ spectra, spectrums 
physics 1 the set of colors into which a beam of 
light can be separated 2 Spectrum also means a 
range of WAVES such as light waves or radio waves. 


speculate GUESS /'spek-ja,lert/ v [I] to form 
opinions about something without having the 
necessary information or facts; to make guesses © 
I'm just speculating about what happened. © Offi- 
cials refused to speculate on the cause of the crash. 
speculation /,spek-ja'let-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] The 
rumors were dismissed as mere speculation. © [U] 
There is widespread speculation that the company is 
about to collapse. © [C] Len kept his speculations to 
himself. 
speculative /'spek-ja-lat-1v/ adj © Our forecast 
for next year is speculative. 

TRADE /'spek-ja ,lert/ v [I] social studies to buy and 
sell with the hope that the value of what you buy 
will increase and that it can then be sold at a 
higher price in order to make a profit © He made 
his money speculating in the gold and silver markets. 
speculation /,spek-ja'ler- fan/ n [C/U] © [U] cur- 
rency/land speculation 
speculative /'spek-ja-lat-1v/ adj © a speculative 
venture 
speculator /'spek-ja leit: ar/ n [C] © a real estate 
speculator 


sped /sped/ past simple and past participle of 
SPEED 


speech TALKING /spi:t{/ n [U] 1 the ability to 
talk, or the activity of talking © People who suffer a 
stroke may experience a loss of speech. 2 Your 
speech is also your way of talking: His speech be- 
came slurred and indistinct. 3 Speech can also 
mean the language used when talking: Some ex- 
pressions are used more in speech than in writing. © 
Related verb: SPEAK SAY WORDS 
speechless /'spi:tf-las/ adj [not gradable] tem- 
porarily unable to talk or to know what to Say, esp. 
because of having strong feelings © Her remark left 
me speechless. 


FORMAL TALK /spi:t{/ n [C] a formal talk given usu- 
ally to a large number of people on a special oc- 
casion © an acceptance speech © I’m nervous about 
the speech I'm making tomorrow. © Related verb: 
SPEAK FORMAL TALK 


| USAGE Mon, oi et Same NS eae 
speech 
The correct verb to use with speech is usually 
make or give. 
| have to make a speech. 
thave-to-de-a-speech: 


He gave a speech at the conference. 


speechwriter /'spi:tj,rart-ar/ n [C] a person 
whose job is to write formal talks for someone else 


speed /spi:d/ n [C/U] 1 (a) rate at which some- 
thing moves or happens © [C] a speed of 25 miles 
per hour © [U] Both cars were traveling at high speed. 
© [U] They came racing down the hill at top speed 
(= as fast as they could go). © [U] The processing 
speed of my new computer is much faster. © [C] This 
electric drill has two speeds (= rates at which it 
turns). 2 physics Speed is also the rate at which 
something travels, expressed as the number of 
meters in a second. 3 A speed is also a GEAR (= part 
that controls the rate at which a vehicle moves): 
[C] | have a ten-speed bicycle. 
speed /spi:d/ v [I/T] past sped, speeded to move, 
go, or happen fast, or to cause something to hap- 
pen fast © [I] The train sped along at over 120 miles 
per hour. © [I] This year seems to be speeding by/ 
past. © [T] Ambulances sped the injured people (= 
moved them quickly) away from the scene. 
speeding /'spi:d-tn/ n [U] the act of driving a 
vehicle faster than is legally allowed © He was fined 
$75 for speeding. 
speedy /'spi:d-i/ adj very quick or fast © They 
hope to bring a speedy end to the conflict. 
speedily /'spi:d-®l-i/ advo The error can be speed- 
ily corrected. 


WORD FAMILY speed 


Nouns speed Verbs 


speeding 


speed 


Adverbs speedily 


Adjectives speedy 


PHRASAL VERB with speed 


espeed up (something) [M] to go or happen faster, 
or to cause something to happen faster © The car 
suddenly sped up and went through a red light. © He 
developed a new system to help speed up the work. 


speedboat /'spi:d-bout/ n[C] a small boat that 
has a powerful engine and can travel very fast 


speed limit n [C] the fastest rate at which ve- 
hicles can legally travel on a particular road 0 They 
raised the speed limit on the interstate to 65 miles 
per hour. 


speedometer /spi'dam-at-ar/ n [C] a device 
in a vehicle that shows how fast the vehicle is 
moving 


spell FoRM WORDS /spel/ v [I/T] to form a word 
or words with the letters in the correct order © [I] 
As a child he never learned to spell. 0 [T] Send it to 
Dr. Mikolajczyk — I'll spell that name for you (= say 
the letters that form the word). 
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SPF 


spelling /'spel-1n/ n [C/U] the forming of words 
with the letters in the correct order, or the way in 
which a word is formed © [C] | shouldn't be marked 
wrong just because | used British spellings rather 
than American. 


RESULT /spel/ v [T] to have usually something un- 
pleasant as a result © This cold weather could spell 
trouble for gardeners. 

PERIOD /spel/ n[C] a period of time during which 
an activity or condition lasts © a spell of wet weather 
© She lived in London for a short spell in the 1980s. 

POWER /spel/ n [C] a magic power produced by 
speaking a set of words or taking a specific set of 
actions © He was placed under a spell that could be 
broken only when the princess kissed him. 


WORD FAMILY spell 


Nouns spelling Verbs 


misspelling 


spell 
misspell 


PHRASAL VERBS with spell 


espell something out SAY LETTERS [M] to say or 
show letters © They spelled out the letters Y, M, © 
and A with their arms and bodies. 

espell something out EXPLAIN [M] to explain 
something in detail © The mayor has so far refused 
to spell out how he intends to raise the money. 


spellbound /'spel-baund/ adj having your at- 
tention completely held by something, so that you 
cannot think about anything else © At the circus, 
the children are spellbound, watching the acrobats 
perform. 


spelling bee n[C] a competition in which peo- 
ple, often students, try to spell increasingly difficult 
words until all but one make a mistake 


spend MONEY /spend/ v [I/T] past spent to give 
money as a payment for something © [T] We spent 
a lot of money on our vacation but we had a great 
time. 
spending /'spen-din/ n [U] the act of giving 
money for goods and services © Government 
spending for scientific research will be increased in 
next year’s budget. © We have to find ways to cut 
spending and keep down costs. 
USAGE i ie eet 
spend 
Remember to use the preposition on when you 
are talking about money or time you spend to 
do something. 
Schools should spend more money on new 
technology. 
Scheols-should-spend-more-money in-new 
technology: 
You're spending too long on these tasks, Jon. 


You-re-spending-too-tong for-these-tasks,-fon. 


“WORD CHOICES spend B 


The most common alternative is the verb pay. 
When you booked the tickets, how much did 
you pay? 
| paid an extra $30 to get a double room. 


: 


= 


The verb invest is used when someone spends 
money on something and hopes to get a profit. 
She’s invested all her savings in the business. 

If someone spends a lot of money on some- 
thing, the phrasal verb pay out is sometimes 

used. 
I’ve just paid out $700 to get the car fixed. 
If someone spends a lot of money on some- 
thing that he or she wants but does not need, 
you can use the verb splurge. 
We've just splurged on new kitchen 
appliances. 
If someone spends a lot of money on some- 
thing that seems like a waste of money, in in- 
formal English you can use the verb blow. 
We won a $15 million settlement in court and 
we blew it all in six years. 
The phrasal verb dip into is sometimes used 
when someone spends part of a supply of 
money that has been kept or saved. 
We had to dip into our savings to pay for the 
repairs. 
If someone spends money on something but 
does not want to, the phrasal verbs fork over 
and shell out are often used. 
We had to shell out $2000 to get the roof 
fixed. 
I’m not going to fork over another $20 for 
their tickets. 


TIME /spend/ v [T] past spent to use time; to allow 
time to go past © It doesn’t look as if you spent very 
long on your homework. © I’ve spent many years 
building up my collection. © You can spend the night 
here if you like (= stay here for the night). 

FORCE /spend/ v[T] past spent to use energy, effort, 
force, etc., until there is no more left © For the past 
month he’s been spending all his energy trying to find 
a job. 
spent /spent/ adj [not gradable] 1 completely 
used to the point of no longer having any power 
or effectiveness © Radio signals enabled recovery of 
the spent rocket 25 miles from the launch site. 2 
Spent also means having no energy left: After doing 
her shopping, she was spent. 


spendthrift /‘spend:6rift/ n [C] disapproving a 
person who wastes money, or spends more than 
is necessary © I’m not a spendthrift and | really have 
to think about my purchases. 


sperm /sp3rm/ n[C/U] pi sperm biology 1 a cell 
produced by a male animal for the purpose of re- 
producing 2 Sperm is also SEMEN (= liquid con- 
taining the cells of male animals for reproducing). 


spew /spju:/ v [I/T] to flow or let out in large 
amounts © [I/T] The volcano spewed (out) a giant 
cloud of ash, dust, and gases into the air. 


SPF rn [U] abbreviation for sun protection factor (= 
the level of protection that a substance gives 
against damage to your skin from the sun) © The 
American Cancer Society recommends people use 
sunscreen with at least 15 SPF. 
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sphere © ROUND OBJECT /sfir/ n[C] geometry 
a solid shape like a round ball © This changes the 
shape of the cornea from a spoonlike form to a 
sphere. » Picture: solid 
spherical © /'sfir-1-kal, 'sfer-/ adj 0 The earth is 
not perfectly spherical. 
spherically © /'sfir-1-kli, 'sfer-/ adv 

AREA /sfir/ n [C] a range or area of activity © In the 
foreign policy sphere, Li also indicated that China is 
ready to include human rights in its diplomacy. © 
When the children played they always remained 
within the sphere of their own little group. 


sphere of influence n [C] world history an 
area in which the power or interests of a country 
or an organization are of greatest importance 


sphinx /sfinks/ n [C] pi sphinxes an ancient, 
imaginary creature with a lion’s body and a human 
head 


spice /spars/ n [C/U] 1 a flavoring for food made 
from part of a plant, such as its fruit, seeds, or root, 
usually dried and often made into a powder © [C] 
Cinnamon, ginger, and cloves are all spices. © [U] 
This curry needs a little more spice. 2 Spice can also 
mean excitement or interest: [U] “Variety is the 
spice of life” is a common expression. 
spicy /'spat-si/ adj flavored with spices that are 
hot to the taste © spicy Mexican food 


PHRASAL VERB with spice 


e spice up something [M] 1 to add spice to food to 
make it more interesting © Ty is always looking for 
ways to spice up a recipe. 2 If you spice up some- 
thing you add excitement or interest to it: That 
bluesy sound really spices up Hargrove’s music. 


spick-and-span /,spik-an'spzen/ adj [not 
gradable] very clean and neat 


spider /‘spard-er/ n [C] a small creature that 
looks like an insect with eight thin legs 


abdomen 


SPIDER 


spiel /spi:!, Jpi:l/ n [C] a speech, esp. one that is 
long and spoken quickly and is intended to per- 
suade the listener about something © a sales/mar- 
keting spiel 


spiffy /'spif-i/ adj [-er/-est only] infm! stylish, at- 
tractive, or pleasing © She got a spiffy haircut. 


spigot /'spig-at, ‘spik-/ n [C] a device used to 
control a flow of liquid, esp. from a container or 
pipe © (fig.) When an industry decides to lobby Con- 
gress, the money spigot is always open. 


spike POINT /spatk/ n [C] 1 a long metal nail 
used to hold something in place, or a shape that 
is long and narrow and comes to a point at one 
end © railroad spikes 2 Spikes are also pointed 
pieces of metal fixed on the bottom of special 
shoes, used in some sports to catch in the ground 
and prevent falling or sliding, or the shoes them- 
selves. 3 A spike is also a sudden increase, often 
shown on a GRAPH (= type of drawing) by a long, 
narrow shape that comes to a point at the top: The 
upward spike in prices was attributed to bad weather 
in farm areas. 


MAKE STRONGER /spaik/ v [T] to add a strong or 
dangerous substance, usually to a drink or to food 
9 In Italy you would find yourself eating a local dish 
of goulash copiously spiked with paprika. © (fig.) 
Their writing is spiked with a dry, cutting wit. 


spill /spil/ v [1/T] to cause a liquid to flow or fall 
over the edge of a container or beyond the limits 
of something, or of a liquid to flow or fall in this 
way © [T] / just spilled gravy on my shirt. © [T] He 
tried to fill the sugar bowl and managed to spill sugar 
all over the floor. © [l] Some milk spilled on the floor. 
spill /spil/ n[C] 1 The tanker started to leak oil and 
officials worried about a major oil spill. 2 A spill is 
also a fall: Jockey Luis Ortega suffered a broken ankle 
in a spill at Hollywood Park yesterday. 


IDIOM with spill 


espill the beans to let secret information become 
known © We'll all be there at 6 for the surprise party 
— now don’t spill the beans! 


PHRASAL VERB with spill 


espill over to reach or influence a larger area; 
spread © The conflict threatens to spill over into 
neighboring regions. O Related noun: SPILLOVER 


spillover /‘spil,ou-var/ n [U] an effect that re- 
sults from a problem spreading © Chemotherapy 
poisons the bad cells, but we know there’s spillover, 
and sometimes the treatment hurts patients. O Re- 
lated verb: SPILL OVER 


spin TURN /spin/ v [I/T] pres. part. spinning, past 
spun to turn around and around, or to cause 
something or someone to turn © [I] The earth spins 
on its axis. © [!] She heard footsteps behind her, and 
spun around to see who was there. © [T] The slight 
contact spun Joyce around. 
spin /spin/ n[C/U] a fast turning movement © [C] 
| hit a patch of ice in the road, which sent the car 
into a spin. 

WAY OF REPRESENTING /spin/ n [U] a particular 
way of representing an event or situation to the 
public so that it will be understood in a way that 
you want it to be understood © They tried to put a 
positive/negative spin on the story (= They tried to 
make it seem better or worse), but nobody was 
fooled. 9 To understand spin, he said, is to under- 
stand that you get your story told without getting 
your fingerprints on it. 
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MAKE THREAD /spin/ v [T] pres. part. spinning, past 
spun to make thread by twisting fibers, or to pro- 
duce something using thread © Cotton is spun into 
thread. © Spiders spin webs. 


TRIP /spin/ n [C] a short trip taken for pleasure, 
usually in a car © We went for a spin in Bill’s new 
car. 


IDIOM with spin 


espin your wheels to use a lot of effort without 
achieving anything © / sat in front of the computer 
all night trying to write, but | felt like | was just spin- 
ning my wheels. 


PHRASAL VERBS with spin 


espin off something [M] 1 to produce something 
additional, often something not originally planned 
© The space program has spun off many new com- 
mercial technologies. 2 To spin off something is also 
to form a separate company from parts of an ex- 
isting company: The corporation will spin its main- 
tenance department off as an independent business. 
© Related noun: SPINOFF 

espin out something [M] to describe the details of 
something © Jay-Z spins out his raps over forceful 
grooves. 


spinach /'spin-it{/ n [U] a vegetable that has 
wide, dark green leaves that are eaten cooked or 
raw © a Spinach salad 


spinal cord »n [C) biology the set of nerves in- 
side the SPINE that connect the brain to other 
nerves in the body 


spin control n[U] an effort to control the dam- 
age done by a bad situation © Various spokesper- 
sons attempted a desperate exercise in spin control 
to deny that Reagan ever made such a promise. 


spindly /'spin-dli/ adj long or tall and thin, and 
not appearing to be very solid or strong © Carrie, 
almost six, was all spindly arms and legs. 


spin doctor n[C) slanga person who represents 
esp. a political situation in a way that is likely to 
help one side and hurt another © News coverage of 
the campaign can be influenced to a candidate’s ad- 
vantage by spin doctors. 


spine BONE /spain/, ‘backbone, spinal column n 
[C] the line of bones down the center of the back 
that provides support for the body 
spinal /'spain-*l/ adj [not gradable] © He suffered 
a spinal injury from the fall. 

POINT /spain/ n[C] one of the thin, pointed objects 
that are part of the outer surface of some animals 
and plants © Be careful of the cactus spines. 

BOOK PART /spain/ n [C] the end of a book where 
the pages are attached and which usually shows 
the writer’s name and title on its outer part 


spineless /‘spain-las/ adj disapproving lacking de- 
termination and the willingness to take risks © It 
upset me to realize how spineless | was. 


spinoff /‘spin-o:f/ n [C] 1 a result that is pro- 
duced in addition to the main result of a process 
© The research has spinoffs in the development of 
medical equipment. 2 A spinoff is also a separate 


spiritual 


company formed from parts of an existing com- 
pany. © Related verb: SPIN OFF 


spinster /'spin-star/ n[C] dated a woman who is 
not married, esp. a woman who is no longer 
young and seems unlikely ever to marry © USAGE: 
This word is likely to be offensive except if it is used 
about people in the past. 


spiral /'spat-ral/ n [C] a shape of a continuous, 
curving line that forms circles around a center 
point © A corkscrew is made in a spiral. © (fig.) Roy 
was bitter about the downward spiral of his life (= it 
was becoming continuously worse). 

spiral /'spai-ral/ adj [pot gradable] © New play- 
ground equipment includes a large spiral slide. 
spiral /'spar-ral/ v [I] -I-, -Il- © The engine quit, and 
my beautiful model airplane spiraled downward. © 
High winds spiraled around the storm center. 


spiral notebook pn [C] a book of paper for 
writing that is held together by a wire that curves 
around and around through small holes at the 
edge of the paper 


spire /spair/ n [C] a tall, narrow structure that 
rises to a point, esp. on a church © The mountains’ 
rocky spires surrounded us. 


spirit STATE OF MIND /'spir-at/ n [U] a state of 
mind or attitude © /t’s very important to play the 
game in the right spirit. © Rock music in the 1960s 
expressed the spirit of the times. 
spirits /'spir-ats/ pl na mood © I’ve been in low 
spirits all day. © See also: SPIRITS 

INNER CHARACTER /'spir-at/ n [C/U] 1 the inner 
character of a person, thought of as different from 
the material person we can see and touch © [U] All 
her life she remained young in spirit, bubbling with 
ideas. © [C] It is a belief of many religions that your 
spirit lives on after your body dies. 2 A spirit is also 
something that can be felt to be present but can- 
not be seen, similar to a GHOST. 


ENTHUSIASM /'spir-at/ n [U] enthusiasm and en- 
ergy © The orchestra performed the symphony with 
great spirit. 
spirited /'spir-at-ad/ adj © It was an unusually 
spirited performance of the play. 

MOVE /'spir-at/ v [T always + adv/prep] to move 
someone or something secretly © [M] Everyone 
wonders who spirited away the body. 


spirits /'spir-ats/ p/n fml strong alcoholic drink; 
LIQUOR © Sale of beer, wine, or spirits to anyone 
under 21 is illegal. © See also: SPIRITS at SPIRIT STATE 
OF MIND 


spiritual SONG /'spir-otJ-a-wal/ n[C] a kind of 
religious song, originally developed by African- 
Americans 


OF THE SPIRIT /'‘spir:atf-a-wal/ adj of or relating to 
the inner character of a person © Religion focuses 
on the spiritual side of life. 0 He’s the group’s spiritual 
leader. 
spirituality /,spir-atf-a'weel-at-i/ n [U] © Re- 
searchers are delving into the roots of human 
spirituality. 
spiritually /'spir-atf-a-wa-li/ adv © He seemed to 
be a rare person, both spiritually and physically. 
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spit 916 


spit FORCE OUT /spit/ v [I/T] pres. part. spitting, 
past Spat, spit to force out liquid in the mouth, esp. 
SALIVA (= liquid produced in the mouth) © [I] He 
spat on the ground and stared straight ahead. © [M] 
(fig.) He angrily spat an insult out (= said it quickly). 
spit /spit/ n [U] infmi SALIVA (= liquid produced in 
the mouth) © Spit dribbled down his chin. 

ROD /spit/ n[C] along, thin rod put through meat 
to hold it while it cooks over a fire 


LAND /spit/ n [C] a long, thin point of land that 
sticks out into water © Our hotel was perched on a 
spit of land in the harbor. 


IDIOM with spit 


e spit it out infm/tell me what you want to say with- 
out waiting any longer © Come on, spit it out — | 
can’t do anything if you don’t tell me what's going 
on. 


PHRASAL VERB with spit 


espit up (something) [M] to bring food up from 
the stomach out of the mouth, or cough some- 
thing up out of the mouth © A Jot of babies spit up 
after eating. 


spite /spait/ n [U] the desire to annoy, upset, or 
hurt someone © He let the air out of your tires just 
for spite. 
spite /spart/ v [T] 0 / think he died without making 
a will just to spite his family. 
spiteful /'spart-fal/ adj 0 They were just spiteful 
gossips spreading rumors. 


IDIOM with spite 


ein spite of something even though there is some- 
thing unpleasant or bad happening © In spite of his 
injury, Ricardo will play in Saturday’s game. 


splash HIT WITH LIQUID /splee/ v[I/T] to scatter 
liquid or to cause liquid to scatter through the air 
or onto something © [T] She splashed her face with 
cold water. © [I] Kids love to splash around in mud 
puddles. 
splash /splef/ n [C] an amount of liquid scat- 
tered, or the sound made by liquid being scattered 
© | wiped up the splashes from the floor. © Jimmy 
jumped into the pool with a splash. 

AREA OF BRIGHTNESS /splzJ/ n[C] a bright area of 
color or light © a splash of sunlight © The child's red 
dress brought a splash of color to the picture. 
splashy /'spleeJ-i/ adj attracting attention, par- 
ticularly colorful or showy © Her dress was made of 
a bright, splashy print. 


splat /spleet/ n [U] infmi the sound of something 
wet hitting a surface O The tomato hit the window 
with a splat. 


splatter /'‘splet-or/ v [I/T] (esp. of something 
wet) to hit and scatter onto a surface in small 
drops, or to cause this to happen © [T] The bike 
was splattered with mud. 
splatter /'splzet-ar/ n[C] © Splatters of paint cov- 
ered the floor. 


splay /splei/ v [I/T] to spread wide apart © [I] He 
lay on the floor, his legs splayed out beneath him. 


splendid /'splen-ded/ adj extremely good, 
large, or important O Our splendid weather ended 
with a terrible storm. © The splendid old opera house 
was torn down. 
splendidly /'splen-dad-li/ adv very well; admi- 
rably © Although we were very different, we got along 
splendidly. 


splendor, Cdn, 8r splendour /'splen-dar/ n[C/U] 
great beauty, or something that causes admiration 
and attention © [U] /t took several years to restore 
the building to its original splendor. 0 [C] We can 
only imagine the splendors of ancient Rome. 


splice /splars/ v [T] to join the ends of something 
so that they become one piece © Scientists splice 
genes to produce the protein. 


splint /splint/ n [C] a flat piece of material that 
does not bend, used to support a broken bone and 
to keep it in one position 


splinter /'‘splint-ar/ n[C] a small, sharp, piece of 
wood, glass, or similar material that has broken off 
a larger piece © She tried to ignore the splinter in her 
foot. 
splinter /‘splint-ar/ v [I] 0 The old tree cracked and 
splintered as it fell. 


splinter group n [(C] a group of people who 
have left a political party or other organization to 
form a new, separate organization 


split /split/ v [I/T] pres. part. splitting, past split 1 
to divide into two or more parts, esp. along a par- 
ticular line © [T] / suggest we split the profits between 
us. O[T] The teacher split the class into three groups. 
0 [I] His pants split when he jumped the fence. 2 slang 
To split also means to leave a place: [I] The movie 
was boring, so | split. 
split /split/ n [C] a long, thin tear, or a division © 
There's a split in this sheet. © Peace talks are threat- 
ened by a split among rebel leaders. 


IDIOM with split 


esplit the difference to accept only part of what 
you originally wanted when making an agreement 
with someone, esp. an agreement involving 
money © You want $50 for the bike and | say it’s 
worth $30 — let’s split the difference and I'll pay you 
$40. 


PHRASAL VERB with split 
esplit up to end a marriage or relationship 


split-level adj [not gradable] (of houses, build- 
ings, or rooms) having floors on slightly different 
levels with a few stairs connecting them © a split- 
level living room 


split second n [C] a very short period of time 
© Fora split second we thought the bus would crash. 

splitting /'split-1n/ adj [not gradable] very 
strong, severe, or painful © a splitting headache © 
an ear-splitting noise 

splotch /splat{/ n (C] a mark or spot with an 


irregular shape © The rash showed as red splotches 
on her face. 
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917 spoon 


splurge /'spl3rd3/ v [I/T] to spend money on 
something that is more expensive than you usually 
buy © [Il] We could save the money or splurge on a 
new car 
splurge /'spl3rd3/ n[C] © We go to that restaurant 
for our big end-of-the-year splurge. 


spoil DESTROY /spoul/ v [I/T] past spoiled, spoilt 
to destroy or damage something, or to become 
destroyed or damaged © [T] The oil spill spoiled five 
miles of coastline. © [T] Don't tell me how it ends, 
you ‘Il spoil the movie for me. © [I] Food spoils quickly 
in hot weather. 
spoiled /spaild/ adj [not gradable] © spoiled meat 


WORD CHOICES spoil 


Ruin is a very common alternative to “spoil.” 

| put too much salt in the sauce and ruined it. 
The verb deface is sometimes used when 
someone spoils the appearance of something 
by writing or drawing on it. 

Many of the library books had been defaced. 
The verb disfigure is sometimes used when a 
person’s physical appearance has been spoiled. 

Her face was disfigured by the scar. 

If something spoils a friendship or other rela- 
tionship, you can use the verbs sour or poison. 

The long dispute has poisoned/soured 

relations between the two countries. 
In informal situations you can use the phrasal 
verbs mess up and screw up to say that some- 
thing has been spoiled. 

Laurie’s illness has completely messed up all 

our holiday plans. 

That new software has really screwed up my 

computer. 


TREAT TOO WELL /spoul/ v [T] past spoiled, spoilt 
to treat someone very well, esp. by being too gen- 
erous O My vacation spoiled me. O “We're spoiling 
you,” he said, handing her another cookie. 
spoiled /spoaild/ adj [not gradable] © You're act- 
ing like a spoiled brat. 


WORD FAMILY spoil - 


Adjectives spoiled 
unspoiled 


Nouns _ spoils 
Verbs 


spoil 


spoils /spoilz/ pl n goods, advantages, or profits 
obtained by winning a war or being in a particular 
position or situation © Only one competitor wins and 
gets the spoils of victory. 

spoke SPEAK /spouk/ past simple of SPEAK 


WHEEL PART /spouk/ n[C] any of the rods that join 
the edge of a wheel to its center to strengthen it 


spoken /'spou-kan/ past participle of SPEAK 


spokesman /'spouk-sman/ n [C] pi -men a 
male SPOKESPERSON 


spokesperson /'spouk ,sp3r-san/ n[C] p!-peo- 
ple a person who makes official, public statements 


for a group or organization © a government 
spokesperson 


spokeswoman /'spouk ,swom:an/ n [C] pl 
-women a female SPOKESPERSON 


Sponge SUBSTANCE /spand3/ n [C/U] a sub- 
stance that is full of holes, soft when wet, and able 
to absorb a lot of liquid, used for washing and 
cleaning © [C] He wiped off the table with a soapy 
sponge. 
sponge /spand3/ v [T] to wash or clean, esp. by 
using a wet sponge or cloth © Sponge the stain 
promptly with cold water. © [M] She’s always spong- 
ing off the kitchen counter. 
spongy /'span-d3i/ adj O The ground was damp 
and spongy (= soft). 

GET MONEY /spand3/ v [I/T] to get money, food, 
or other needs from other people rather than by 
taking care of yourself, or to live by getting help 
from other people © [I] He’s been sponging off her 
for years. 


sponge cake n[C] a soft, light cake made with 
eggs, sugar, and flour but without fat 


SPONSOF /'span-sar/ v [T] to support a person, 
organization, or activity by giving money, encour- 
agement, or other help © The Rotary Club sponsors 
Little League baseball in the summer. 
sponsor /'span-sor/ n [C] © Corporate sponsors 
support many public TV programs. 
sponsorship /'span-sar ,fip/ n [C/U] © [U] cor- 
porate sponsorship of the arts 


spontaneous /span'ter-ni:-as/ adj happening 
naturally, without planning or encouragement © a 
spontaneous performance © spontaneous affection 
spontaneously /span'ter-ni:-a-sli/ adv © The 
children spontaneously gave us hugs and kisses. 


spoof /spu:f/ n [C] an original work that copies 
the style of another work in a way meant to be 
ridiculous or humorous © The book ends with a hi- 
larious spoof of an academic conference. 
spoof /spu:f/ v [I/T] © [T] The funniest part of the 
show spoofed TV news. 


spook FRIGHTEN /spu:k/ v [T] to frighten a per- 
son or animal © That car wreck spooked me badly. 
spooky /'spu:-ki/ adj infml 0 | think it’s very spooky 
sleeping in a dark and creaky house. 

SPIRIT /spu:k/ n [C] infmi GHOST 

PERSON /spu:k/ n [C] slang SPY PERSON 


spool /spu:l/ n[C] a cylinder that is wider at each 

end, around which esp. thread, wire, or film is 
wrapped © TV cables were unwound from huge 
spools. 


$poon /spu:n/ n [C] a utensil that is a small, flat 
bowl with a handle, used for mixing, serving, and 
eating food © a wooden cooking spoon © a silver 
baby spoon 
spoon /spu:n/ v[T always + adv/prep] © Spoon a 
little gravy over the meat. 
spoonful /'spu:n-ful/ n [C] pi spoonfuls, spoons- 
ful the amount that a spoon will hold © a spoonful 
of mustard 
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spoon-feed 


5) Ahlen ON Se 


spoon-feed PROVIDE INFORMATION v [T] past 
spoon-fed to give someone so much help or in- 
formation that the person has no opportunity to 
act or think independently © / was being spoon-fed 
friendly audiences that wouldn't give me trouble. 


FEED v[T] past spoon-fed to feed someone with a 
spoon © The zookeepers were spoon-feeding the 
baby chimpanzees. 


sporadic /spa'raed-1k/ adj not happening or ap- 
pearing in a pattern; not continuous or regular © 
She makes sporadic trips to Europe. © The storm 
caused Tee flooding throughout the region. 
sporadically /spa'raed-1-kli/ adv © I’ve been 
working sporadically this year. 


spore /spo:r, spour/ n[C] biology a cell produced 
by plants without seeds and by some other organ- 
isms and that is able to grow into a new plant or 
organism 


sport GAME /spoirt, spourt/ n [C/U] a game, 
competition, or similar activity, done for enjoy- 
ment or as a job, that takes physical effort and skill 
and is played or done by following particular rules 
© [C] Football, baseball, and basketball are all team 
sports. © [U] Do you hunt for sport or in order to eat? 
sporting /'spo:rt-1n, ‘spourt-/ adj connected 
with sports © The Olympics is the biggest sporting 
event in the world. 
sports /spo:irts, spourts/ adj [not gradable] con- 
nected with sports © He only reads the sports section 
of the newspaper. 
sportsmanship /'spoirt-sman ,fip, 'spourt-/ n 
[U] the quality of showing fairness, respect, and 
generosity toward the opposing team or player 
and for the sport itself when competing 


PERSON /spo:rt, spourt/ n [C] infm/ a person who 
has a good attitude about playing a game or hav- 
ing to do something © He was a very bad sport 
when he lost a game. © Be a sport and take your little 
sister to the movies with you. 

WEAR /spo:rt, spourt/ v[T] to wear or be decorated 
with something © Back in the 1960s he sported bell- 
bottoms and long hair. 


WORD FAMILY sport 


Nouns sport Adjectives sporting 
sports 


sporty 


sportsmanship 


Verbs sport 


sports car n [C] a fast, low car, often big 
enough for only two people 


sportscaster /'spo:rt skzes-tar/ n[C] someone 
who describes sporting events and news about 
sports for broadcast 


sports jacket, sport coat n[C] a man’s jacket, 
which is worn with pants of a different color or 
cloth 


sportswear /'spo:rt-swer, -sweer/ n [U] infor- 
mal clothing designed for comfort © Sportswear 
has become popular around the world. 


sport utility vehicle, abbreviation SUV n [C] 
a very large car with a truck engine and two or 
three rows of seats 


sporty /'spo:rt-i, ‘spourt-i/ adj stylish and suit- 
able for active people © They drive a sporty red car. 
© You're looking very sporty in your new jacket. 


spot MARK /spat/ n[C] 1 a mark, usually round, 
that is different esp. in color from the area around 
it © You got a spot on your new blouse. 2 esp. Cdn, 
Br A spot is a PIMPLE. 


SEE /spat/ v [T] -tt- to see or notice someone or 
something © Darryl spotted a woodpecker high on 
the tree. 

PLACE /spat/ n[C] 1 a particular place © a vacation 
spot © Our cat has a favorite spot where he loves to 
sleep. 2 A spot is also a job in a particular organi- 
zation or a position within a group, esp. in sports: 
When Sain was injured, they asked me to fill his spot. 

BROADCAST /spat/ n[C] 1 a period of time during 
which a broadcast takes place © NBC put the show 
on in the 7 p.m. spot. 2 A spot is also an advertise- 
ment: a 30-second spot 


WORD FAMILY spot 


Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs spotlessly 


spot spot 
Adjectives spotted 
spotless 


IDIOM with spot 


eon the spot 1 at that moment or place O He was 
arrested on the spot. 2 Someone who is put on the 
spot is forced to do or say something the person 
would rather not do or say: I’m not trying to put 
you on the spot, but could you explain why you did 
that? 


spot check n [C] a close look at a few items in 
a group © A spot check revealed that many students 
are out with flu. 


spotless /'spat-las/ adj 1 extremely clean © Her 
kitchen counters were spotless. 2 If someone’s be- 
havior or reputation is spotless, it is extremely 
good: a spotless career 


spotlight /‘spat-lait/ n[C] a circle of strong light 
that comes from a LAMP whose beam can be di- 
rected © Spotlights followed the two dancers around 
the stage. © (fig.) The incident brought toxic waste 
into the national spotlight (= directed attention to 


it). 

spotlight /'spat-lait/ v [T] © (fig.) Special-interest 
groups are effective at spotlighting neglected issues 
(= directing attention to them). 


SPOuUse /spaus, spauz/ n [C] a person’s husband 
or wife 


spout FLOW /spaut/ v [I/T] to send out liquid or 
flames quickly and with force, or of liquid or flame 
to flow quickly © [T] The volcano spouted flames and 
red-hot rocks. 

OPENING /spaut/ n[C] a tube-shaped opening that 
allows liquids to be poured out of a container © 
Fruit is put into the blender and juice comes out the 
spout. 

SPEAK /spaut/ v [I/T] to say or repeat something, 
often in a way that is annoying for other people © 
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[T] The man was spouting nonsense about people 
trying to spy on him. 


sprain /sprein/ v [T] to stretch or tear the tissue 
that limits the movement of a joint in the body © 
My dad fell and sprained his knee. 
sprain /sprein/ n [C] © He twisted his ankle and 
suffered a bad sprain. 


sprang /sprzen/ past simple of SPRING 


spraw! /spro:1/ v [I] to spread out esp. awkwardly 
over a large area O Jamie came home from school 
and sprawled on the couch. 
sprawling /'spro:-lin/ adj existing or reaching 
over a large area © the sprawling city of Los Angeles 
sprawl /spra:l/ n [C usually sing] © A massive 
sprawl of high-rise buildings fills the site. 


spray LIQUID /spre1/ n [C/U] a mass of very small 
drops of liquid forced through the air, or a con- 
tainer from which small drops of liquid are forced 
out © [U] As the waves crashed over the rocks, some 
of the ocean spray reached them where they stood. 
© [C] When my nose is stuffy, | use a nasal spray. 
spray /spre1/ v [I/T] © [T] Store employees offer to 
spray you with perfume. © [T] (fig.) They were 
sprayed with flying glass from the shattered 
windows. 

FLOWERS /sprei/ n [C] a single, small branch or 
stem with leaves and flowers on it, or a small ar- 
rangement of cut flowers © On the table was a 
spray of fresh flowers. 


spread COVER /spred/ v [I/T] past spread to 
cover or cause something to cover an object or an 
area © [T] Pianist Eubie Blake could spread his fingers 
over 20 keys. 0 [M] She spread out the tablecloth. © 
[I] | had toast spread with strawberry jam. © [I] A 
strange look spread over his face. 
spread /spred/ n [C] 1 A spread is a cover for a 
bed. 2 A spread is also a soft food put on bread or 
other food: a cheese spread 3 A spread is also a 
meal, esp. one with a lot of different foods ar- 
ranged ona table: This is quite a spread. 


MOVE /spred/ v [I/T] to move from one place to 
another, or to cause something to move or be 
communicated © [I] The flames quickly spread to the 
next room. © [!] Obesity is spreading in many coun- 
tries. © [I] Doctors fear the cancer may spread to 
other organs. © [T] She’s been spreading lies about 
him. © [T] Neighbors have been spreading the word 
(= communicating information) about the pro- 
posed building project. 
spread /spred/ n [U] © Jazz records fostered the 
spread of American culture. © More should be done 
to stop the spread of this disease. 


IDIOM with spread 


e spread yourself (too) thin to try to do too many 
different things at the same time © The company 
has expanded into many different areas and has 
probably spread itself too thin. 


PHRASAL VERBS with spread 


° spread out to cover a larger area © Soldiers spread 
out among the trees. © Dark clouds began to spread 
out across the sky. 


espread something out (over something) [M] to 
cause something to happen over a period of time, 
usually in stages © You can spread the payments out 
over six months if you want to. 


spree /spri:/ n [C] a short period of doing some- 
thing in an extreme way without control © a shop- 
ping/spending spree 


sprig /sprig/ n[C] a small branch of a plant with 
leaves on it © a sprig of mint 


spring SEASON /sprin/ n[C/U] the season of the 
year between winter and summer, lasting from 
March to June north of the equator and from Sep- 
tember to December south of the equator, when 
the weather becomes warmer and leaves and 
plants start to grow again © [C] /ast/this/next spring 
© [U] It was a beautiful spring day. 


CURVED METAL /sprin/ n [C] a piece of curved or 
bent metal that can be pressed into a smaller space 
but will return to its usual shape if released © / could 
feel the springs of the lumpy mattress. 

MOVE QUICKLY /sprin/ v past simp. sprang, sprung, 
past part. sprung to move quickly and suddenly to- 
ward a particular place or to a new condition © [I 
always + adv/prep] She sprang out of bed and ran 
to the window. © [L] A single kick made the door 
spring open. 

APPEAR SUDDENLY /sprin/ v [always + adv/prep] 
past simp. sprang, sprung, past part. sprung to ap- 
pear or exist suddenly, or to cause something to 
happen suddenly © [I always + adv/prep] Little 
patches of weeds seem to spring up everywhere in 
my backyard. © [T always + adv/prep] Mr. Pollack 
likes to spring quizzes on the class. 


WATER /sprin/ n [C] a place where water flows out 
from the ground © The lake is fed by underground 
springs. 


IDIOMS with spring 


¢ someone is no spring chicken, someone is not a 
spring chicken someone is no longer young © /| 
think | look pretty good, considering I’m no spring 
chicken. 

e spring to life to become active © By nine o’clock, 
the town had sprung to life with shoppers in the 
streets. 

e spring to mind to be quickly thought of © Men- 
tion fashion and Kate’s name immediately springs to 
mind. 


PHRASAL VERB with spring 


¢ spring for something infmI to pay for or buy some- 
thing © To increase the radio’s performance, spring 
for a powered antenna. 


springboard /'sprin-bo:rd, -bourd/ n [C] 1a 
board that bends when you jump on the end of 
it, used to help you jump higher in some sports or 
physical exercises 2 A springboard is also some- 
thing that provides an opportunity to achieve 
something: Many young women hope modeling will 
be a springboard to stardom. 


spring break n [C] a school vacation in the 
spring 
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spring chicken n[C] infmia young person ° | 
think | look pretty good, considering I’m no spring 
chicken. 


spring constant n [U] physics the force 
needed to to stretch or press a spring, divided by 
the distance that the spring gets longer or shorter 


spring fever n[U] a feeling of excitement be- 
cause the weather suddenly becomes warmer in 
spring 

springtime /'sprin-taim/ n [U] the season of 
spring 

sprinkle /‘sprin-kal/ v [I/T] 1 to scatter a few 
drops or small pieces of something © [T] Sprinkle 
cheese on the pizza. 2 Someone who says that it is 
sprinkling means it is raining lightly. 
sprinkle /'sprin-kal/, sprinkling /‘sprin:klin/ n[C] 
© We might get a sprinkle today (= a light rain). 
sprinkler /'sprin-klar/ n [C] a device used in gar- 
dens and areas of grass for scattering drops of wa- 
ter over the ground 


sprinkler system n [C] a set of pipes and 
devices that carry water through a building in or- 
der to spray it on a fire 


sprint /sprint/ v[I] to run very fast esp. for a short 
distance, either as a competitor in a sport or be- 
cause you are in a hurry to get somewhere © Clark 
sprinted past Smith and caught the ball in the end 
zone. © He sprinted off to meet his girlfriend. 
sprint /sprint/ n[C] a short race run at full speed, 
or any short period of fast running 
sprinter /'sprint-ar/ n [C] © Carl Lewis was a 
world-class sprinter for many years. 


sprout /spravt/ v [I/T] to begin to grow, or to 
produce new growth 0 [I] Our new seedlings have 
begun to sprout. 
sprout /spraut/ n [C] a new growth of a plant © 
a bean sprout 


spruce /spru:s/ n [C/U] an evergreen tree with 
thin, pointed leaves, or the wood of this tree 


PHRASAL VERB with spruce 


espruce up something [M] to improve the ap- 
pearance of something by making it neater or by 
adding decorations © She’d spruce the place up with 
plastic flowers. 


sprung /spran/ past simple and past participle of 
SPRING 


sprry /sprai/ adj (esp. of an old person) active and 
able to move quickly and energetically © A spry 
elderly lady was pulling weeds in a large garden. 


spud /spad/ n [C] infmi a potato 
spun /span/ past simple and past participle of SPIN 


spunk /spank/ n [U] approving brave determina- 
tion and confidence even in discouraging situa- 
tions © The kid showed lots of spunk to compete with 
her arm in a cast. 
spunky /'span:ki/ adj approving © a spunky nine- 
year-old 


Spur ENCOURAGE /spar/ v [T] -rr- to encourage 
an activity or development, or to cause something 


to develop faster © The huge new factory spurred 
economic growth in the entire region. 
spur /sp3r/ n [C] 

SHARP OBJECT /sp3r/ n [C] a sharp metal object 
sticking out of a U-shaped device that is attached 
to the heel of a boot and used by a rider to en- 
courage a horse to go faster 


IDIOM with spur 


eon the spur of the moment suddenly without 
any planning © On the spur of the moment, we de- 
cided to go to the beach. 


PHRASAL VERB with spur 


espur someone on [M] to encourage someone © 
Ambition spurred him on. 


spurious /'spjur-i:-2s/ adj fm! based on false rea- 
soning or information that is not true, and there- 
fore not to be trusted © They made spurious claims 
of personal injury. 


spurn /sp3rn/ v[T] to refuse to accept something 
oO She spurned his attentions and refused to see him. 


spurt /spart/ v[I/T] to flow out suddenly and with 
force © [I] Water spurted from the faucet into the 
sink. 
spurt /spart/ n[C] 1 There was a sudden spurt of 
flame. 2 A spurt is also a sudden and brief period 
of increased activity, effort, or speed: a child’s 
growth spurt © Penn State ended the game with a 
10-4 spurt (= period of scoring). 


sputter /'spat-ar/ v[I/T] 1 to make repeated ex- 
plosive sounds © [I] The plane’s engine began to 
sputter. 2 To sputter is also to speak in a way that 
is not clear, esp. because you are angry: [1] He sput- 
tered and flapped his hands in response. 


SPy PERSON /spat/, slang spook n[C] a person em- 
ployed by a country or organization to secretly 
gather and report information about another 
country or organization 
spy /spat/ v [I] © Bazoft confessed on television that 
he spied for Israel. 

SEE /spai/ v [T] to see or notice someone or some- 
thing © He kept on their trail until he spied firelight 
from a camp nestled in the rocks. 


spyware /'spai-wer, -weer/ n[U] a program that 
is put on a computer that is connected to the IN- 
TERNET without the knowledge of the user and 
that gathers information about the user © Viruses 
are bad, and spyware is even worse. 


$Q. adj abbreviation for SQUARE 


squabble /'skwab-al/ n [C] a disagreement, of- 
ten about an unimportant matter © family squab- 
bles with your brothers and sisters 
squabble /'skwab-al/ v [I] © They squabbled 
about how the money would be spent. 


squad /skwad/ n [C] a small group of people 
trained to work together as a unit © The rescue 
squad managed to free the child. 


squad car n[C] a PATROL CAR 


squadron /'skwad-ran/ n [C] a unit of one of 
the armed forces © a squadron of Navy jets 
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squalid /'skwal-ad/ adj extremely dirty, poor, 
and unpleasant © The squalid apartment was her 
first home in the city. 

squalor /'skwal-ar/ n [U] © He lived in dreadful 
squalor despite having a small fortune in the bank. 


squall /skwo:I/ n [C] a sudden, strong wind or 
brief storm, esp. over water © Occasional rain 
squalls blow furiously across the sea. 


squander /‘skwan-dar/ v [T] to waste money, 
or to use something valuable that you have a lim- 
ited amount of in a bad or foolish way © Govern- 
ment should not squander the taxpayers’ money. © 
Don’t squander your opportunities when you are 
young. 

square SHAPE /skwer, skwer/ n[C] geometry a 
flat shape with four sides of equal length and four 
angles of 90°, or an area or object having this 
shape » Picture: geometry 

square /skwer, skweer/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 They 
set up the square card tables for the bridge players. 
2 (abbreviation sq) A square unit of measurement is 
an area that is a particular distance wide and the 
same distance long: The box was three feet square. 
© The correct figure is 900 sq miles. 


MULTIPLY /skwer, skweer/ v [T] mathematics to 
multiply a number by itself 0 Ten squared equals a 
hundred. 
square /skwer, skweer/ n[C] the result of multi- 
plying a number by itself © The square of 7 1s 49. 


PLACE /skwer, skweer/ n [C] a small area of open 
land in a city or town, often one in the shape of a 
square 

EQUAL /skwer, skweer/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 having 
all debts paid or other matters arranged fairly © | 
paid last time, so if you pay now, we're square. 2 A 
square deal is a fair agreement: Al/ | want is a 
square deal. 


PERSON /skwer, skweer/ n [C] dated, slang a person 
who is old-fashioned 


PHRASAL VERBS with square 


esquare away something/someone [M] infm! to 
complete all necessary arrangements for some- 
thing or someone © I’ve got my tickets and hotel 
squared away. © The dishes are done and the kids 
are all squared away. 

e square Off to oppose someone in a competition 
or prepare to fight someone © Bradley is expected 
to square off with Cook in the next election. 
esquare something with something to accept one 
idea or fact as able to exist with something else © 
It’s hard to square his honest record in the past with 
these charges. 


square dance /'skwer-deens, ‘skweer-/ n [C] 
an active, often fast-moving dance in which each 
of four pairs of dancers takes a position opposite 
another pair and at the same distance, forming a 
square 


squarely /'skwer-li, 'skweer-/ adv [not gradable] 
1 directly and with no doubt © We have to face 
these issues squarely and honestly. © The blame for 
Wade’s death rests squarely on him. 2 Squarely also 


means in a direct way and esp. with force: Williams 
hit the ball squarely, sending it over the fence. 


square meal n [C] a satisfying meal with 
enough to eat 


square root n (C] mathematics of a particular 
number, a number that is SQUARED (= multiplied 
by itself ) to produce that particular number © the 
square root of 25 is 5 


squash VEGETABLE /skwaf/ n [C/U] pi squash, 
squashes a vegetable with a hard skin and many 
seeds at its center 

CRUSH /skwaj/ v [T] 1 to press down or crush 
something so that it becomes flat © Kate squashed 
the paper cup and dropped it into the trash can, 2 
If you squash a plan or idea, you stop it completely 
and suddenly: Republican leaders will probably try 
to squash the tax cut. 

PUSH /skwaf/ v [I/T] to push a person or thing into 
a small space © [T] Four of us were squashed into 
the back seat of his car. 


SPORT /skwaJ/ n [U] a game played in an enclosed 
playing area between two or four people who use 
RACKETS (= tightly fixed nets in frames attached to 
long handles) to hit a hard rubber ball against a 
wall 


squat SIT /skwat/ v [I] -tt- to position yourself 
close to the ground by bending your legs under 
you and balancing on the front part of your feet © 
He squatted down and picked up some pebbles. 


SHORT /skwat/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- short and wide 
© Mickey was a squat, dark man with a ragged 
beard. 


squatter /'skwat-ar/ n[C] a person who lives in 
an empty building or area of land without the per- 
mission of the owner 


squawk /skwoa:k/ v [I] 1 to make a loud, unpleas- 
ant cry © Sea gulls squawked overhead. 2 infml 
Someone who squawks about something com- 
plains about it in a way that gets attention: Em- 
ployers have begun to squawk because of rising 
health insurance costs. 

squawk /skwo:k/ n [C] © The owl flew off with a 
squawk. 


squeak MAKE SOUND /skwi:k/ v [I/T] to make a 
short, very high sound or cry © [I] Her expensive 
shoes squeaked when she walked. 
squeak /skwi:k/ n [C] © Every time | stepped on 
the brakes I’d hear a little squeak. 
squeaky /'skwi:-ki/ adj © The door swung open on 
its squeaky hinges. 

JUST DO /skwi:k/ v [I always + adv/prep] to just 
manage to do something © Our team squeaked out 
a victory in Sunday’s game. 


squeaky-clean adj infmi 1 extremely clean 2 

A person who is described as squeaky-clean is 
completely correct, esp. in public behavior, and 
has never done anything immoral. 


squeal MAKE SOUND /skwi:l/ v [I/T] to make a 
long, very high sound or cry © [I] The tires squealed 


dz jump | j yes | I little | ®m hm | °n cotton | n sing | J shoe | t meeting | ethink | d this | tf choose | 3 measure 


squeamish 922 


as | sped away. © [T] “This is awesome,” Mary Lou 
squealed in her coach’s ear. 

squeal /skwi:l/ n [C] © She collapsed into giggles 
and squeals when her sister tickled her. 

GIVE INFORMATION /skwi:l/ v [I] slang to give the 
authorities information about people you know 
who have committed crimes or done something 
wrong © He refused to squeal on his buddies. 


squeamish /'skwi:-m1J/ adj easily upset or dis- 
gusted by things or actions you find unpleasant © 
Dad was squeamish about killing roaches. 


SQUeeZE PRESS TOGETHER /skwi:z/ v[T] to press 
something firmly, or to force something out, esp. 
a liquid, by pressing © Bake for 15 minutes, then 
squeeze the cloves to get the softened garlic out. 0! 
squeezed her shoulder (= pressed it affectionately 
with a hand). 
squeeze /skwi:z/ n [C] © | gave his shoulder a 
squeeze. O (fig.) State parks will feel the squeeze from 
budget cuts (= the cuts will have a limiting effect). 


FORCE INTO /skwi:z/ v [always + adv/prep] to force 
someone or something into a small space or a 
short period of time © [I] /’m just not able to squeeze 
into last year’s swimsuit. © [T] She’s asking me to 
squeeze a shopping trip into my day off. © [M] You 
can squeeze in six people at the table. 
squeeze /skwi:z/ n [C usually sing] © /t’ll be a 
tight squeeze with four other people in the car, but 
I'll give you a lift. 


PHRASAL VERB with squeeze 


e squeeze something out of someone/something to 
get or obtain something from someone with dif- 
ficulty, or to cause something to happen by a con- 
tinuous and difficult effort © He used various tricks 
to squeeze money out of his father in England. © 
Small businesses are being squeezed out of the 
neighborhood by developers. 


squelch /skwelt{/ v [T] to stop something 
quickly and completely © One professor claimed 
that the university tried to squelch his criticisms. 


squid /skwid/ n [C/U] pi squid an edible sea crea- 
ture that has a long body with eight arms and two 
TENTACLES (= arm-like parts) around the mouth © 
[U] deep-fried squid 


squiggle /'skwig:al/ n[C] a short line written or 
drawn in an irregular, curving way © To my eye this 
picture just looks like squiggles. 
squiggly /'skwig:li/ adj © squiggly lines 


squint /skwint/ v [I] to look with your eyes partly 
closed © He squinted into the morning sun. 


squire OWNER /skwair/ n [C] old use (in the past 
in England) a man who owned most of the land 
around a village 


TAKE /skwair/ v [T always + adv/prep] fmi to take 
someone places; ESCORT © Skinner uses the plane 
to squire around bureaucrats. 


squirm /'skw3rm/ v [I] to make twisting move- 
ments with the body, esp. because of embarrass- 
ment, pain, or excitement © The kids squirmed in 
their chairs. 


squirrel /'skwar-al, 'skwa-ral/ n [C] a small furry 
animal with a long tail which climbs trees and 
feeds on nuts and seeds 


squirt /skwart/ v[I/T] to quickly force a liquid out 
of something, or of liquids to flow through a nar- 
row opening © [T] Squirt lemon juice on the clams 
and enjoy them. © [I] (fig.) The ball squirted free (= 
moved quickly away) and bounced out of bounds. 
squirt /skwart/ n[C] 1 A squirt of glue should fix 
it. 2 infml A squirt is also a small person you con- 
sider unimportant. © USAGE: This use is usually in- 
tended to be insulting. 


squish /skwiJ/ v [I/T] to crush something, or to 
make the sound you make when you walk through 
something soft and wet © [I always + adv/prep] We 
squished through the mud. 
squishy /'skwr1J-i/ adj soft and easily crushed or 
shaped © squishy white bread 


St. STREET /stri:t/ n abbreviation for street © 19 East 
17th St. © USAGE: Used in writing after the name 
or number of a street. 


PERSON rn abbreviation for SAINT © St. Bartholomew's 
Church 


stab /stzeb/ v [T] -bb- to injure someone using a 
sharp, pointed object © He was stabbed with a fork. 
stab /steeb/ n [C] 1 He’s recovering from stab 
wounds. 2 A stab is also a sudden feeling: Cheri felt 
a sudden stab of guilt. 3 A stab is also an attempt 
to do something that you may not be able to do: 
| wouldn't even take a stab at estimating its cost. 
stabbing /'stzb-1n/ n [C] © Police said they did 
not know what led to the stabbing. 


IDIOM with stab 


estab someone in the back to harm someone who 
trusts you © A lot of people in this business think they 
have to stab each other in the back to succeed. 


stable © FIXED /'ster-bal/ adj firmly fixed or not 
likely to move or change © Don’t climb the ladder 
until you're sure it’s stable. © She’s in the hospital in 
stable condition. © The country needs a stable gov- 
ernment that is free of corruption. 
stability @ /sta'bil-at-i/ n [U] © economic and 
political stability © I’m worried about his mental 
stability. 
stabilize @ /'ster-ba,laiz/ v[I/T] to cause some- 
thing to become fixed and stop changing, esp. in 
order to keep it from becoming worse, or to be- 
come fixed and stop changing © [T] These medi- 
cines stabilize your heart rate and lower blood 
pressure. © [l] Once your salary stabilizes you can 
start to save a little money. 
stabilization © /,ster-ba-la'zerfan/ n [U] ° 
stabilization of the economy 

BUILDING /'ster-bal/ n [C] a building in which 
horses or cattle are kept © The horses in the stable 
have plenty of straw. 


staccato /sta'kat-ou/ adj, adv 1 (of music) 
played as short, separate notes 2 If a noise is de- 
scribed as staccato, it consists of a series of short, 
quick sounds: The sudden staccato burst of fireworks 
startled us. 
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stack /staek/ n[C] 14 pile of things arranged one 
on top of another © a stack of pancakes © stacks of 
newspapers 2 In a LIBRARY (= a building with a col- 
lection of books and study materials), the stacks 
are the area where books are stored: | found the 
book in the stacks, but it was in the wrong place. 
stack /staek/ v [T] © The cases were stacked neatly 
in the middle of the room. 


IDIOM with stack 


estack the deck (against someone/something) to 
arrange something so that the results are unfair © 
Critics say that having so many businessmen on the 
panel stacks the deck against the environment. 


stadium /'steid-i::am/ n [C] a large structure 
consisting of many rows of seats surrounding an 
area of land on which sports are played and where 
sometimes other public events happen © a football 
stadium © Yankee Stadium 


staff PEOPLE /stzf/ n[C] a group of people who 
work for an organization, often for a special pur- 
pose, or who work for a manager within an orga- 
nization © The coaching staff felt we needed more 
defense. © She joined the staff of the Smithsonian 
Institution in 1954. 
staff /steef/ v [T] © The after-school program is 
staffed entirely by volunteers. 


USAGES Dil, bal ee es a 
staff or employee? 
Staff always refers to a group of people who 
work for a store, company, or organization. If 
you want to refer to a single person, you can 
use employee. 

The company has 17 full-time staff. 

The-company-hasttulltime staffs. 

Is there an employee who speaks Spanish? 


1s-there-a-staffwhe-can-speak Spanish? 


MUSIC /stzef/, stave /sterv/ n[C] music the five lines 
and four spaces between them on which musical 
notes are written 


staffer /'stzef-ar/ n [C] someone who is a mem- 
ber of the group of people who work for an or- 
ganization © a Senate staffer 


stag /stzeg/ n [C] an adult male deer 


stage PART /steid3/ n[C] 1 a part of an activity, 
or a period of development © The software is in the 
early stages of development. © At that stage of my 
life, | was married but didn’t have any children. 2 \f 
you do something in stages, you divide the activity 
into parts and complete each part separately: 
We're repairing the house in stages — first the roof 
and chimney, then the windows. 


COMMON LEARNER ERROR a 
stage 
Stage cannot be used to mean a training 


course. 
He took a course in web design. 


He-took-a-stage in-web-design 


staid 


THEATER /sterd3/ n [C/U] 1 the area in a theater, 
often raised above ground level, on which actors 
or entertainers perform © [C] When you’re sitting in 
the balcony, you see more of the ceiling than the 
stage. O [U} Berlin’s most successful stage musical 
was “Annie Get Your Gun.” © [U] She was a popular 
star of the musical stage (= of this type of theater). 
0 As a child, he appeared on stage (= performing in 
theaters). 2 A stage is also a particular area of pub- 
lic life: [C] His novel includes such actors on the world 
stage as Fidel Castro and the Pope. 
stage /ste1d3/ v[T] 1 to arrange the performance 
of a play or other entertainment © Bejart was stag- 
ing his own ballets. 2 If you stage an event, you 
organize it: Bus drivers are planning to stage a 24- 
hour Strike. 
staging /'stet-d31n/ n [C] © The theater produced 
the first staging of any of Eugene O’Neill’s works. 


stagecoach /'‘steid3-koutJ/ n [C] (in the past) 
a covered vehicle pulled by horses that carried pas- 
sengers and goods on regular routes © The coming 
of the stagecoach was once a major event in remote 
American settlements. 


stage fright n[U] feeling nervous because you 
are about to perform or talk to a large group of 
people 


stagger MOVE /'stzeg-ar/ v[I/T] to walk or move 
awkwardly, as if you have lost your balance, or to 
cause someone to move awkwardly or to lose his 
or her balance © [T] When he hit his head ona shelf, 
it momentarily staggered him. © [Il] She staggered 
out of bed to answer the phone. 


ARRANGE /'stzeg-oar/ v [T] to arrange events or 
schedules so that they happen at different times, 
or to arrange objects so they are not regular © The 
clinics will try to stagger vaccination times to mini- 
mize waits and confusion. 
staggered /'stzeg- ard/ adj [not gradable] © stag- 
gered payments © Cabinets can be hung at staggered 
heights. 


staggering /'stzg-a-rin/ adj shocking because 
of being extremely large © Nursing care costs a 
staggering $15,000 per week! 


staging /'ste1-d31n/ n[C] 0 See at STAGE THEATER 


staging area n [C] a place where people 
gather before going somewhere or doing some- 
thing © Bangalore is a comfortable staging area for 
several South India tours. 


stagnant NOT FLOWING /'stzeg-nant/ ad (of 

liquids or air) not flowing or moving, and often 
smelling unpleasant © Hot, stagnant air filled the 
subway. 


NOT BUSY /'stzeg:nant/ adj not growing or devel- 
oping © Jobs become scarce in a stagnant economy. 
stagnate /'stzeg:neit/ v [I] © The local economy 
stagnated when the factories closed. 
stagnation /stzg'nei-Jan/ n [U] © High costs 
have caused stagnation in the building industries. 


staid /ste1d/ adj not exciting or fashionable; se- 
rious © She never adjusted to her husband's staid 
lifestyle. 


d3 jump | j yes | little | @m hm | ®n cotton | 4 sing | { shoe | t meeting | @ think | 4 this | t{ choose | 3 measure 


stain 


924 


lie a ee 


stain /stein/ v [I/T] 1 to leave a mark on some- 
thing that is difficult to remove, or to become col- 
ored or spoiled by a mark © [T] Strawberry juice 
stained my shirt. © [|] This carpet is practical because 
it doesn’t stain easily. 2 \f you stain wood, you put 
a substance on it that changes its color: [T] Instead 
of painting the woodwork, she stained it dark brown. 
stain /stein/ n[C] 1 The tomato sauce left a stain 
on the tablecloth. 2 A stain is also a thin, oily liquid 
used to change the color of wood. 3 biology A 
stain is also a chemical used to color cells to make 
them easier to see when studying them under a 
MICROSCOPE. 
Stainless /'stein-las/ adj 


stained glass /steind ‘glzs/ n [U] pieces of 

colored glass that have been joined to form a pic- 
ture or pattern, used esp. in the windows of 
churches 


stainless steel n [U] a type of steel which does 
not chemically react with air or water and does not 
change color 


staircase /'ster-keis, 'stzer-/ n[C] a set of stairs 
inside a building, including the bars and posts that 
people to hold on to as they go up or down 


stairs /sterz, stzerz/ p! na set of steps that lead 
from one level to another, esp. in a building © Her 
office is at the top of the stairs. 
stair /ster, staer/ n [C] a step in a set of stairs © 
The top stair creaked loudly as she stepped on it. 


stairway /'ster-wel, 'star-/ n[C] a passage that 
contains a set of steps 


stake SHARE /ste1k/ n[C] 1a share in something, 
esp. a financial share in a business, or an emotional 
investment in something © He holds a 20% stake 
in the company. © Parents have a large stake in their 
children’s education. 2 In an activity or competi- 
tion, the stakes are the costs or risks involved in 
competing: Global competition has raised the stakes 
of doing business. 


RISK /ste1k/ n [C] the amount of money that you 
risk on the result of a game or competition © Al- 
most everyone has a stake in the global economy 
these days. 
stake /ste1k/ v [T] © He has talent and ambition, 
and I’d stake my reputation on his success. 

POLE /ste1k/ n[C] a thick, strong, pointed wood or 
metal pole pushed into the ground and used to 
mark a spot or to support something © Stakes in 
the ply marked the outline of the new building. 
stake /ste1k/ v[T] to fasten something to a stake 
© Tomato plants should be staked soon after they are 
planted. 


IDIOMS with stake 


eat stake in danger of being lost © About 3000 jobs 
are at stake if the company closes down. 

estake a claim (to something) to announce that 
something belongs to you © Stacy staked her claim 
to to her uncle’s fortune. 


PHRASAL VERBS with stake 


estake out something CLAIM [M] to claim own- 
ership of or a particular interest in something © All 


politicians will stake out lowering taxes as their very 
own idea. 

estake out something WATCH [M] to secretly 
watch a place, esp. for illegal activity © A group of 
reporters staked out the hallway, hoping to catch the 
singer on her way out. O Related noun: STAKEOUT 


stakeout /'ster-kaut/ n [C] an act of secretly 
watching a place or person, esp. to see if any illegal 
activity is taking place © The stakeout did not pro- 
vide much help to investigators. 0 Related verb: 
STAKE OUT 


stalactite /stz 'Iak ,tait/ n[C] a solid mass hang- 
ing from the top of a CAVE (= large hole in the 
ground) that is thicker at the top and thinner at 
the bottom and is formed by drops of water © 
Compare STALAGMITE 


STALACTITE 


stalagmite /sta'lzg,mait/ n [C] a solid mass 
rising from the bottom of a CAVE (= large hole in 
the ground) that is thicker at the bottom and thin- 
ner at the top and is formed by drops of water © 
Compare STALACTITE 


STALAGMITE 


stale /stetl/ adj [-er/-est only] not fresh or new © 
stale bread © Stale air smells very bad. © | used to 
like that sitcom, but it’s getting kind of stale. 


stalemate /‘steil-meit/ n [C/U] a situation in 
which nothing can change or no action can be 
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stand 


taken © [U] Stalemate in Congress over education 
reform has made voters angry. © [C] The arrival of 
fresh troops broke the military stalemate. 


stalk PLANT PART /sto:k/ n [C] any stem on a 
plant, esp. the main stem © Cynthia says those flow- 
ers have pretty tall stalks. 

FOLLOW /sto:k/ v [T] to follow an animal or person 
as Closely as possible without being seen or heard 
© He spent the weekend stalking deer to photograph 
them. © Celebrities are often stalked by photogra- 
phers and reporters. 
stalker /'sto:-kar/ n [C] someone who follows a 
person, usually intending to hurt that person © The 
idea of a stalker on the loose is quite frightening. 
stalking /'sto:-kin/ n [U] © The writer accused this 
one fan of stalking. 

WALK /sto:k/ v [| always + adv/prep] to walk in an 
angry or proud way © She didn't say anything but 
stalked furiously out of the room. 


stall DELAY /sto:I/ v[I/T] to delay or put off action 
O [I] They’re just stalling, trying to avoid making a 
decision. © [T] | can stall him for a few minutes. 
STOP WORKING /sto:I/ v [I/T] to cause a vehicle or 
engine to stop suddenly, or of a vehicle or engine 
to stop suddenly © [I] My car stalled at the traffic 
light. 

AREA /sto:I/ n [C] 1 a separate area in which an 
animal is kept 2 A stall is also a small enclosed 
space used for a particular purpose: The bathroom 
had a tiled shower stall. 


stallion /‘stzl-jan/ n [C] an adult male horse, 
esp. one used for breeding © Compare MARE 


stalwart /'sto:|-wart/ adj very loyal to someone 
or something © She has always been a stalwart sup- 
porter of the arts. 


stamina /'stzm-a-na/ n [U] the physical or 
mental strength to do something for a long time, 
esp. something difficult 0 The triathlon is a great 
test of stamina. 


stammer /'stzem-ar/ v [I/T] to speak or say 
something with unusual pauses or repeated 
sounds; STUTTER © [I] He stammers when he is 
nervous. 

stammer /'stzem-ar/ n [U] © Robert has a slight 
stammer which was much worse when he was 
younger. 


stamp HIT WITH FOOT /stzemp, stamp/ v[I/T] to 
hit the floor or ground hard with a foot, usually 
making a loud noise © [T] She stood by the road, 
stamping her feet to stay warm. © [I] | wish those 
people upstairs would stop stamping around. © 
Compare STOMP 
stamp /staemp, stamp/ n [C] © With a stamp of 
her foot she hurried out. 

MAIL /staemp/, postage stamp rn [C] a small piece 
of paper, usually with a colorful design, that is at- 
tached to a package or envelope to show that the 
charge for sending it through the mail has been 
paid © The new stamps depict blues singers. 
stamped /stzempt/ adj [not gradable] 0 Send a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope. 


MARK /stazemp/ n [C] a tool for printing or cutting 
a mark into an object, or the mark made by such 
a tool © The guard examined the permit, then 
reached for his rubber stamp. © The stamp on the 
rim shows that Paul Revere made this mug. 
stamp /steemp/ v [T] © An immigration official 
stamped his passport. © (fig.) That scene will be 
stamped in my memory forever. 

QUALITY /stzemp/ n[U] a particular quality or char- 
acter O This painting clearly bears the stamp of 
genius. 


PHRASAL VERB with stamp 


estamp something out [M] to stop or destroy 
something © Our first goal is to stamp out hunger. 


stampede /steem'pi:d/ n [C] a situation where 
a large group of frightened animals, esp. horses or 
cattle, all run in the same direction © (fig.) A stam- 
pede of fans tried to enter the stadium at once. 
stampede /stzem'pi:d/ v [I/T] © [T] A loud clap 
of thunder stampeded the herd. 


stance OPINION /stzens/ n [C] an opinion about 
something, esp. one that is publicly expressed © 
The governor’s stance on the issue of tax cuts is well 
known. 


WAY OF STANDING /stzens/ n[C] a way of standing 
© He had the stance of a baseball player focusing on 
the ball. 


stanch /sto:nt{, stants/ v [T] STAUNCH STOP 


stand BE VERTICAL /staend/ v [I/T] past stood 1 
to be on your feet or get into a vertical position, 
or to put someone or something into a vertical 
position © [I] | stood motionless as the snake slith- 
ered by. © [Il] Please stand back so the paramedics 
can get through. © [T always + adv/prep] / stood the 
ironing board against the wall. 2 If you stand on 
your hands or head, you hold yourself with your 
head near or on the ground and your feet in the 
air. 
standing /'staen-din/ adj [not gradable] © Only 
one building was left standing after the earthquake. 
© See also: STANDING PERMANENT; STANDING 
RANK 


BE IN SITUATION /stzend/ v past stood 1 to be or 
get into a particular state or situation © [I] As things 
stand right now, there’s no telling who will win. © [I] 
Let the mixture stand for fifteen minutes. © [L] Some 
of these older houses have stood empty for years. © 
[L] He stands accused of tax evasion. © [L] Even with- 
out her shoes, she stands over six feet tall. 2 If some- 
one stands trial, accusations against that person 
are examined in a court of law. © Berenson will 
stand trial next month in the county court. 


BE IN PLACE /stzend/ v [I] past stood to be in a par- 
ticular place © A desk stood in the middle of the 
room. © A taxi stood at the curb, waiting for a fare. 
O (fig.) If you want to apply for promotion, | won't 
stand in your way. 

ACCEPT /stzend/ v [T] past stood to be able to ac- 
cept or bear something unpleasant or difficult © 
Our tent won't stand another storm like the last’one. 
© How can you stand all that pressure at work? 
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OPINION /stzend/ n [C] an opinion, esp. one pub- 
licly expressed O What’s his stand on health care 
reform? © She’ll no doubt take a strong stand against 
raising taxes. 
stand /steend/ v [| always + adv/prep] past stood 
© On foreign policy, the president seems to stand to 
the left of his party. 

COURT /stzend/ n [C] short form of WITNESS STAND 

STRUCTURE /stzend/ n [C] a small structure where 
food, newspapers, candy, and other small items 
are sold © Hot dog stands with colorful umbrellas 
always attract a crowd. 


GROUP /stzend/ n[C] a group of trees or tall plants 
© Stands of spruce trees dotted the hills. 

FRAME /stzend/ n [C] a pole or frame designed to 
hold something © a coat stand © He mounts the 
baseballs on marble stands. 


WORD FAMILY stand 


Nouns stand 
standing 


Adjectives standing 
outstanding 


Verbs stand Adverbs outstandingly 


IDIOMS with stand 


e| stand corrected | admit that | said something 
that was not correct © /| stand corrected — the com- 
pany was founded in 1927, not 1926. 

eit stands to reason (that) something seems 
likely to be true © It stands to reason that with all 
his experience, he would not make such a simple 
mistake. 

eon standby ready to work or be used if necessary 
© Hospitals are on standby to care for casualties of 
the crash. 

estand a chance to have a chance of success 0 He 
doesn’t stand much of a chance in the election. 
estand your ground to refuse to change your 
opinion or give in to an argument © | kept trying 
to get my grandmother to find a smaller house, but 
she stood her ground. 

estand guard to guard someone or something © 
Soldiers stood guard over the prisoner. 

estand on your own (two) feet to provide your- 
self with all the things that you need without ask- 
ing for help © Ever since college, Jim has stood on 
his own two feet. 


PHRASAL VERBS with stand 


estand around to Stay in one place doing little or 
nothing © We stood around in the cold for an hour. 
estand by LET HAPPEN to let something happen 
or to be unable to prevent something © How could 
anyone simply stand by while the man was robbed? 
© We stood by helplessly while the fire destroyed our 
barn. 

estand by someone/something SUPPORT to sup- 
port or be loyal to someone or something © The 
editors stand by the story. O The boy’s friends stood 
by him, firmly convinced of his innocence. 

estand by BE PREPARED to be prepared for some- 
thing © The general ordered his troops to stand by 
for a possible attack. 0 Related noun: STANDBY 
estand for something REPRESENT to represent 
something © She explained that DIN stands for “do 
it now.” © Uncle Sam stands for the US. 


estand for something SUPPORT to support or ac- 
cept particular principles or values © I’m not sure 
what the Republican candidate stands for. © Maybe 
you think his behavior is OK, but | won't stand for it. 
e stand out to be easily seen or noticed © The black 
lettering really stands out against that background. 
© The applicant we hired was so well qualified, she 
stood out from all the rest. O Related noun: 
STANDOUT 

e stand over to watch someone closely 0 When you 
stand over me all the time, it makes me nervous. 
estand up someone NOT MEET [M] infm/ to fail to 
meet someone you had arranged to see © He was 
supposed to be here at seven, so by seven thirty | 
began to think that he stood me up. 

estand up PROVE TRUE 1 to prove to be true 
when closely examined © The evidence is weak and 
will not stand up in court. © Good research will stand 
up under any criticism. 2 To stand up also means 
to continue to be strong even after receiving se- 
vere treatment: This fabric will stand up well even if 
it gets lots of wear. 

estand up for someone/something to defend or 
support someone or something © Don’t be bullied 
— stand up for yourself and your beliefs. 

estand up to someone/something to deal effec- 
tively with a person or situation © She stood up to 
her boss when he accused her of arriving late and 
leaving work early. 


stand-alone /'stzn-da,loun/ adj [not grada- 
ble] single, complete by itself 0 Stand-alone houses 
have become too expensive for many people. 


standard USUAL /'stzen-dard/ adj 1 usual or ex- 
pected; not involving something special or extra © 
a standard contract © | don’t work a standard, 35- 
hour week. © The car came with an air conditioner 
and tape player as standard equipment. © This is a 
standard medical text (= a commonly used medical 
book). 2 A standard unit of measurement is an ac- 
cepted method of measuring things of a similar 
type. 
standardize /'stzen-dard ,aiz/ v [T] to make one 
thing the same as others of that type, or to com- 
pare one thing to something accepted as a model 
© Governor Vizard wants to standardize school 
spending throughout the state. 
standardized /'steen-dard ,atzd/ adj [not grad- 
able] © Standardized tests will be used to measure 
their progress. 
standardization /,steen-dard:a'zei-fan/ n [U] 
O At first, they made no attempt at standardization. 


LEVEL OF QUALITY /'stzen:dard/ n [C] something 
that others of a similar type are compared to or 
measured by, or the expected level of quality © 
moral/ethical/community standards © That’s not 
their usual standard of service. 0 The new standard 
will allow data to be sent over telephone wires at 
higher speeds. 


SONG /'stzen-dard/ n[C] a song or piece of music 
that has been popular for many years and that mu- 
sicians often perform 

FLAG /'stzen:dard/ n[C] a flag used as the symbol 
of a person, group, or organization © Pete carried 
the troop’s standard in the parade. 
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WORD FAMILY standard 


Nouns standard 
standardization 


Adjectives standard 
standardized 
substandard 


Verbs 


standardize 


standard-bearer nr [C] a person who leads a 
group or a political party © /s he qualified to be the 
UN's standard-bearer for democracy and freedom? 


standard of living 1 [C usually sing] the 
level of wealth and comfort people have in a par- 
ticular society © Our country has a very high stan- 
dard of living. 


standard operating procedum n [C/ 
U] the usual method followed in doing a particular 
thing © Running a credit check before opening new 
accounts is standard operating procedure. 


standard time rn [U] the time that is officially 
used in a region in the fall, winter, and spring © 
Compare DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 


standby /'stzend,bat/ n [C/U] p/ standbys 1 
something available for use when needed, or the 
state of being ready for use © | have several meals 
| use as standbys for unexpected company. © Cary 
also has sought to put more contractors on standby 
for major storms. 2 \f you fly standby, you hold a 
ticket and are ready to travel when space becomes 
available on a flight. © Related verb: STAND BY BE 
PREPARED 


stand-in /'stzen-din/ n [C] a person who takes 
the place or does the job of another person © Crit- 
ics serve as a kind of stand-in for the average person. 


standing PERMANENT /'stzen-din/ adj [not 
gradable] permanent or always continuing to exist 
or happen oO African-Americans headed five standing 
committees in the House of Representatives. © See 
also: STANDING at STAND BE VERTICAL 


RANK /‘stzen-din/ n 1 rank, position, or reputation 
in an area of activity, system, or organization © [U] 
Financial scandal will affect the institute’s standing 
in the academic community. © [U] You must pay dues 
to remain a member in good standing. 2 Standings 
are ranked lists of people or things: [pl] the league 
standings © See also: STANDING at STAND BE 
VERTICAL ‘i 


standing ovation n[C] the activity of people 
standing and clapping to show their appreciation 
O What began as applause turned into a long stand- 
ing ovation. 


standing room n [U] 1 a place for standing 
rather than sitting in a theater or other perfor- 
mance place © He buys standing room for whatever 
is playing because the tickets are cheaper. 2 If some- 
thing is standing room only, it means that all seats 
are filled: Last night, every bus was standing room 
only. 


standing wave n [C] physics a WAVE ENERGY 
FORM that appears to not move at certain points, 
between which are areas of the greatest possible 
movement 


standoff /'stzen-do:f/ n [C] a situation in which 
neither side has won a competition or argument, 


star 


or an occasion when someone prevents officials 
from acting, usually by threatening violence © The 
battle of wills between teacher and student was a 
standoff. O She locked herself in the house, but after 
a brief standoff, police convinced her to come out. 


standout /'stzen-daut/ n[C] someone or some- 
thing that is easily noticed, usually because of be- 
ing much better than others © Phelps is clearly the 
standout in a bright galaxy of American swimmers. 
O Related verb: STAND OUT 


standpoint /‘steend-point/ n[C] a set of beliefs 
and ideas from which opinions and decisions are 
formed © He looks at things from a technological 
standpoint. © From a fundraising standpoint, he’s 
been very successful. 


stands /stzendz/ p/n the large area containing 
many seats arranged in rising rows from which 
people can watch sports or other events O Gordon 
was sitting in the stands, eating hot dogs and watch- 
ing the game. 0 Compare GRANDSTAND 


standstill /‘staend:stil/ n [U] a condition in 
which all movement or activity has stopped © Bad 
weather brought construction to a standstill. 0 The 
truck came to a standstill in the muddy field. 


stand-up /'stzen-dap/ adj [not gradable] related 
to a type of performance in which someone stands 
in front of a group of people and tells jokes © stana- 
up comedy 
standup /'stzen-dap/ n[U] © She doesn’t do a lot 
of standup anymore. 


stank /staenk/ past simple of STINK 


stanza /'stzn-za/ n [C] literature a related 
group of lines in a poem or song; a VERSE 


staple WIRE /'ste1-pal/ n [C] 1 a short, thin, U- 
shaped piece of wire with ends that bend to fasten 
sheets of paper together © Put a staple in the upper 
left-hand corner. 2 A staple is also a small, thick, U- 
shaped piece of metal with sharp ends that is ham- 
mered into a surface to hold something in place. 
staple /'stet-pal/ v [T] © Please staple the reports 
together. 
stapler /'ster-plar/ n [C] a device used to attach 
papers together with staples 

BASIC ITEM /'ster-pal/ n[C] a basic food, or a main 
product or material © Because of the storm, most 
stores were low on staples such as bread and milk. © 
Scandals are a newspaper staple. 
staple /'ster-pal/ adj [not gradable] © staple foods 


staple gun n[C] a tool used to push STAPLES 
(= thin wires) into a surface such as wood 


star OBJECT IN SPACE /star/ n [C] a large ball of 
burning gas in space that is usually seen from earth 
as a point of light in the sky at night © Stars twin- 
kled in the night sky. O Related adjective: STELLAR OF 
OBJECTS-IN SPACE 

Starry /'star-i/ adj © a starry night/sky 

SHAPE /star/ n [C] 1 a shape having four or more 
pointed parts coming out from a center at equal 
distances © The children were cutting stars out of 
paper to make decorations. 2 A star is sometimes 
used as a symbol of quality: The Times gave this 
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restaurant three stars. 3 A star is also used as a sym- 
bol of rank or position: a four-star general 4 A star 
is also an ASTERISK (= the symbol *). 


PERFORMER /star/ n [C] 1 a famous and successful 
person, esp. a performer such as a musician, actor, 
or sports player © a rock/movie/basketball star 2 A 
star is also someone who is especially good at 
something: Janet is our star math student. 

Star /star/ v [I/T] -rr- to be one of the most im- 
portant performers in a show © [I] He has starred 
in several recent movies. © [T] The school play stars 
children in the seventh and eighth grades. 
stardom /'stard-am/ n[U] © He was destined for 
stardom (= fame). 


starboard /'star-bard/ n [U] the right side of a 
ship or aircraft as you are facing forward © Oppo- 
site: PORT LEFT 


starch FOOD /start{/ n [C/U] 1 biology a sub- 
stance that exists in large amounts in many plants 
2 Starches are foods containing a large amount of 
starch, such as potatoes, rice, bread, pasta, and 
CEREAL. 
starchy /'star-tfi/ adj [-er/-est only] © starchy 
foods 

CLOTH /start{/ n[U] a chemical that is used to make 
cloth stiff 
starch /start{/ v [T] © / starch all my dress shirts. 


stare /ster, stzer/ v [I/T] to look directly at some- 
one or something for a long time © [I] Don’t stare 
at people. © [M] The fighters tried to stare each other 
down (= cause the other to turn away). 
stare /ster, staer/ n [C] © She tried to silence him 
with a hard stare. 


IDIOMS with stare 


estare you in the face to be obvious © The answer 
was Staring us in the face. 

estare something in the face to deal with some- 
thing unpleasant directly 0 We are trying to deal 
with the reality staring us in the face. 


starfish /'star-fi{/ n [C] p! starfish a sea animal 
with five pointed parts growing out from around 
a circular body 


stark /stark/ adj[-er/-est only] 1 empty or without 
decoration © stark white walls 2 Stark also means 
completely clear: The dim halls made a stark con- 
trast with the bright, sun-drenched apartment. 3 
Someone who is stark naked is not wearing any 
clothes. 


starlet /'star-lat/ n[C] a young female actor who 
hopes to be or is thought likely to be famous in 
the future 


starlight /'star-lait/ n [U] the light produced by 
stars O We ate on the terrace by starlight. 


starling /‘star-lin/ n [C] a common bird with 
dark-colored feathers that lives in large groups in 
many parts of the world 


starlit /'star-lit/ adj [not gradable] lit by stars in 
the sky 


Star of David n [C) a star with six points that 
represents Judaism 


starry /'star-i/ adj Oo See at STAR OBJECT IN SPACE 


Start BEGIN /start/ v[I/T] 1 to begin to do some- 
thing or go somewhere, or to begin or happen © 
[T] When do you start your new job? © [|] We started 
with nothing when we got married. © [|] Classes start 
next month. © [I] Work starts at 9:00 a.m. © [I] Ticket 
prices start at $20 (= these are the cheapest prices). 
O [T] | just started this book (= began to read it). © 
[1] We'll start out with Lucy (= She will be the first). 
2 infmi If you tell someone not to start, you are 
warning that person not to begin complaining or 
annoying you: [I] Don’t start - | said no! 
start /start/ n [C/U] the time where something 
begins, or the act of beginning © [U] We were wor- 
ried from the start. © [U] They announced the start 
of the race. © [C] The play got off to a bad start. 
starter /'start-ar/ n [C] a person, thing, or orga- 
nization that is involved at the beginning of an 
activity, esp. a race © Only four of the ten starters 
finished the race. 


CAUSE /start/ v [T] to cause something to be or 
happen © His mother started the craft market at the 
community center. © You've been starting trouble all 
morning. 

MOVE SUDDENLY /start/ v [I] to move your body 
suddenly because something has surprised you © 
He started when the car backfired. 

Start /start/ n [U] 0 He woke with a start when the 
alarm sounded. 

OPERATE /start/ v [I/T] to cause something to op- 
erate, or to begin to work or operate © [T] Annie 
went outside to start the car. © [I] | heard a lawn- 
mower start. 


WORD FAMILY start 


Verbs start 
restart 


Nouns _ start 
starter 


IDIOMS with start 


estart something infm/ to begin an argument or 
fight © You could tell the guy wanted to start some- 
thing, so we just walked away. 

eto start with first 0 We'll need a half cup of sugar 
to start with, and then we'll need another cup later. 
© Compare TO BEGIN WITH at BEGIN IDIOM 


PHRASAL VERBS with start 


estart (something) off [M] to begin doing some- 
thing © | knew almost nothing when | started off in 
this business. © He started the meeting off by wel- 
coming the new members. 

estart (something) over [M] to begin something 
again © | decided to throw out what I'd written and 
start over. © We had to start the whole thing over 
when we realized our mistake. 

estart up (something) OPERATE ENGINE to cause 
an engine to begin to operate © / didn’t even hear 
the vacuum cleaner start up when Jose began clean- 
ing the carpets. © He heard the stranger start up a 
motorcycle. 

estart up something BEGIN COMPANY [M] to be- 
gin anew company, organization, or activity 0 We 
started up an opera theater company that toured all 
over the South. © Related noun: START-UP 
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startle /‘start-®l/ v [T] to surprise a person or ani- 
mal © She startled him when she said hello. 
startling /‘start-*l-1n/ adj O We've made some 
Startling discoveries. 


start-up, startup /'start-np/ n [C] a new busi- 
ness, or the activities involved in starting a new 
business © Start-ups need to generate revenue 
quickly. © Related verb: START UP 
start-up, startup /'start-ap/ adj [not gradable] o 
startup costs 


starve /starv/ v [I/T] 1 to become weak or die 
because there is not enough food to eat © [I] Many 
people could starve because of the drought. 2 lf you 
say you are starving, you want to eat: [1] I’m starved 
because | missed lunch today. 
starvation /star 'vei-fan/n[U] © The animals died 
of starvation. 


stash /stze{/ v [T] to store or hide something © 
Extra blankets are stashed in the closet. 
stash /stz{/ n[C] © He has a stash of old comic 
books in the attic. 


state WAY OF BEING /steit/ n[C] a condition or 
way of being © The stable was preserved in its origi- 
nal state. © Your room is in a terrible state. © It's a 
sad state of affairs (= a bad situation) when our 
rivers are so endangered. 


PLACE /steit/ n [C] politics & government 1 one 
of the political units that some countries, such as 
the US, are divided into © New York State © the 
State of Arizona 2 A state is also a country or its 
government: the member states of the United Na- 
tions 3 US history The States is another way of 
referring to the United States: When will you be 
visiting the States? 
state /steit/ adj [not gradable] 1 a state legisla- 
ture/law © state police 2 politics & government 
State also refers to formal or official government 
activities: a state dinner 
statewide /'steit-waid/ adj [not gradable] poli- 
tics & government in every part of a state © state- 
wide elections >» Usage: country, land, nation, or 
state? at COUNTRY POLITICAL UNIT 


EXPRESS /stert/ v [T] to express information clearly 
and carefully © His will states the property is to be 
sold. © Please state your preference. 
statement /'steit-mant/ n[C] 1 something that 
is said, esp. formally and officially © The candidate 
made a statement to the press. 2 Astatement is also 
an act or object that expresses an idea or opinion: 
a fashion statement © They wore the armbands as a 
political statement. 3 A statement is also a piece of 
paper that lists financial details: a bank/credit card 
statement 


WORD FAMILY state 


Nouns state 
statement 
understatement Verbs 


Adjectives statewide 
understated 


state 
overstate 


State Department np [U] the part of the US 
government that deals with other nations 
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station 


statehood /'steit-hud/ n [U] social studies 1 
the condition of being a political unit within a 
country, for example within the U.S. © Both Alaska 
and Hawaii achieved statehood in 1959. 2 State- 
hood is also the condition of being a country: the 
struggle for Palestinian statehood 


statehouse /'steit-haus/ n [C] the building in 
which a state legislature meets in any of the US 
states © the California statehouse 


stately /'steit-li/ adj formal in style and appear- 
ance © a Stately old hotel 


state of emergency n [U] an extreme con- 
dition caused by severe weather or war in which a 
government allows itself special powers O The gov- 
ernor declared a state of emergency in two counties 
hit by the hurricane. 


state of mind pn [C] a person’s mood and the 
effect that mood has on the person’s thinking and 
behavior © | was not in the right state of mind to 
laugh at his jokes. 


state-of-the-art adj the best and most mod- 
ern of its type © a state-of-the-art computer system 


statesman /'steit-sman/, female stateswoman 
/‘stert swum-an/ n [C] pl-men, -women a politi- 
cian or government official who is respected and 
experienced 
statesmanilike /'sterts-man laik/ adj © a states- 
manlike speech 


states’ rights n([U] US history the powers and 
authority that are neither held by the federal gov- 
ernment nor forbidden by the CONSTITUTION of 
the United States and that therefore belong to the 
state governments 


static /'steet-1k/ adj staying in one place without 
moving, or not changing for a long time © Oil 
prices remained static worldwide. 

static (electricity) /‘stat-ik (1 lek 'tris-at-i)/ 
n [U] 1 an electrical charge that collects esp. on 
the surfaces of some objects © There’s a lot of static 
in here — 1 keep getting shocks when | touch things. 
2 Static is also noise that interrupts radio or tele- 
vision signals. 


static equilibrium n [(U] physics the energy 
condition of an object when no outside force is 
used on it 


station BUILDING /'ste1:fan/n[C] a building or 
buildings and the surrounding area where a par- 
ticular service or activity takes place © a train/bus 
station © a gas station © a police/fire station 


USAGE “a, Tl a ies oY 
station or stop? 
Station is used for trains and buses. 
Ill meet you at the train station in an hour. 
Denver's main bus station 
a subway station 


Stop and bus stop are used mainly for buses, 
but people sometimes use stop for local trains 
in cities. > 
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| stood at the bus stop for over half an hour. 


Isn't Diversey a stop on the Brown Line in 
Chicago? 


BROADCAST ORGANIZATION /'ster-fan/ n [C] a 
place or organization that sends out radio or tele- 
vision broadcasts, or the broadcasts sent out © At 
our house in the mountains we only get two TV sta- 
tions. © | can’t tune in that radio station. 


POSITION /'ste1:fan/ v [T] to cause someone, esp. 
a soldier, to be in a particular place to do a job © 
| hear your son’s in the army — where’s he stationed? 
station /'ster-fan/ n [C] © The honor guard took 
their stations at the side of the road. 


stationary /'ster- fa,ner-i/ adj [not gradable] 
not moving, or not changing © House prices have 
been stationary for months. 


stationery /‘ster:fa,ner-i/ n[U] paper, esp. that 
used for writing letters, or writing materials such 
as pens, pencils, and books for writing in © busi- 
ness/personal stationery © | got these folders at the 
stationery store. 


station house n [C] a place where police or 
fire fighters keep their equipment and where they 
go to work 


station wagon n[C]a type of car witha large 
area behind the back seats for carrying things 


statistics © /sta'tis-tiks/, infml stats /steets/ pl 
na collection of NUMERICAL facts or measure- 
ments, as about people, business conditions, or 
weather © The statistics show that, in general, 
women live longer than men. 
statistics @ /sta'tis-tiks/ n[U] the science of us- 
ing information discovered from collecting, orga- 
nizing, and studying numbers 
statistic @ /sta'tis-trk/ n[C] a single number in 
a range of STATISTICS © The city’s most shocking 
statistic is its infant mortality rate. 
statistical @ /sta'tis-tt-kal/ adj © There is little 
statistical evidence to support the idea that stocks do 
better in summer than in other seasons. 
statistician © /,stzet-a'stif-on/ n [C] a person 
who studies or works with statistics 
statistically © /sto'tis-tr-kli/ adv 


statue /'stztf-u:/ n [C] a large art object, often 
representing a person or an animal, that is made 
from a hard material, esp. stone or metal 
statuette / stzetf-a'wet/ n[C] a very small statue 


Statue of Liberty n [UJ a large statue of a 
woman holding a lighted TORCH above her head 
in New York City 


stature REPUTATION /'stzetf-ar/ n [U] reputa- 
tion and importance based on admirable qualities 
or achievements © He is a philosopher of great stat- 
ure in the academic community. 

HEIGHT /'stzet{-ar/ n[C usually sing] the height of 
a person or an animal © Although short in stature, 
his voice and stage presence were remarkable. 


status © POSITION /'steit-as, 'stzet-/ n[U] 1 po- 
sition or rank, esp. in a social group or legal system 


© The association works to promote the status of re- 
tired people as active and useful members of the 
community. 2 Status can also mean state or con- 
dition at a particular time: The type of treatment 
used will depend on the patient’s health status. 
RESPECT /'steit-as, 'stzet-/ n [U] the position of re- 
spect and importance given to someone or some- 
thing © The leaders often seemed to be more 
concerned with status and privilege than with the 
problems of the people. 


status quo /steit-9'skwou, ,stzt-/ n [U] the 
present situation or condition © Are you in favor of 
statehood, independence, or the status quo for 
Puerto Rico? 


status symbol n [C] something that people 
want to have or do because they think other peo- 
ple will respect or admire them for it O The newest 
of these electronic gaming systems are the latest 
status symbols among teenagers. 


statute /'stzts-u:t/ n [C/U] a law that has been 
formally approved and written down © [U] The sal- 
aries of most federal workers are set by statute. 
statutory /'staetf-o,toir-i, -,tour-i/ adj [not 
gradable] 


statutory rape n [U] Jaw the crime of having 
sex with a person younger than the age at which 
she or he can legally have sex 


staunch LOYAL /sto:ntf, stant{/ adj [-er/-est 
only] strongly loyal to a person, organization, or 
set of beliefs or opinions © a staunch defender of 
free speech 
staunchly /'sto:ntf-li, ‘stantf-/ adv © She 
staunchly supports the party’s candidates. 


STOP /sto:ntf, stants/, stanch v[T] 1 to stop liquid, 
esp. blood, from flowing out O Mike pressed hard 
on the wound and staunched the flow of blood. 2 To 
staunch is also to keep something from continu- 
ing: The company abandoned the plan to staunch 
the departure of more managers. 


stave /steiv/ na STAFF MUSIC 
PHRASAL VERB with stave 


estave off something/someone [M] to prevent 
something, or prevent someone from doing some- 
thing, esp. until a later time © The Federal Reserve 
lowered interest rates to stimulate the economy and 
stave off a recession. © Els staved off Woods by a shot 
after entering the final day eight ahead. 


Stay NOT LEAVE /stei/ v [I] to not move away 
from or leave a place 0 | have a meeting at three so 
| can’t stay long. © They need an assistant who is 
willing to stay for six months. © Can you stay for 
dinner? O James had to stay after school to complete 
the assignment. © Because of the snow, he stayed 
home from school today. 0 She’s come back home 
to stay (= She will not move away again). >» Usage: 
rest, stay, or remain? at REST RELAX 


CONTINUE /ste1/ v to continue to be in a particular 
state or position, or to continue doing something 
O [I always + adv/prep] Stay away from the edge of 
the cliff. © [| always + adv/prep] His boss asked him 
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to stay on as manager for another year. © [| always 
+ adv/prep] Mom told me not to stay out/up too 
late. © [L] | found it difficult to stay awake/calm/ 
warm. © [L] The store stays open until 9 p.m. © [L] 
They stayed friends, even after they moved to differ- 
ent countries. © [L] For further news of the hurricane, 
stay tuned (= keep listening to this program). 
LIVE TEMPORARILY /ste1/ v [I] to live in a place for 
a short time as a visitor, or just sleep there © We 
stayed in San Francisco for a few days before flying 
to Hawaii. © I'll be staying overnight at my sister’s 
house. 
stay /ster/ n[C] © They plana short stay at a motel 
while the house is being painted. 


stay 


When you use stay to describe living tempo- 
rarily in a place, such as a hotel, remember to 
use the prepositions at or in or use the adverb 
where. 
| was really impressed by the hotel we were 
staying at. 
b-was-really-impressed_by the -hetelwe-were 
staying: 
She prefers the cottage where we stayed last 
year. 


IDIOM with stay 


estay put do not move from here © just stay put, 
and I'll get the car. 


STD n [C] abbreviation for SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED 
DISEASE 


steadfast /'sted-faest/ adj staying the same for 
a long time; not changing or losing purpose © 
steadfast beliefs © a steadfast friend 


steady GRADUAL /'sted-i/ adj happening or de- 
veloping in a gradual, regular way over a period 
of time © steady improvement © steady growth in 
profits © His recovery has been slow but steady. 
steadily /'sted-l-i/ adv © Prices have risen 
steadily. 

FIRM /'sted-i/ adj not.moving or changing sud- 
denly; continuing in the same condition © a steady 
job/relationship © I'll hold the boat steady while you 
climb in. © We drove at a steady 65 mph for most of 
the trip. 
steady /'sted-i/ v [I/T] © [T] He wobbled a little on 
the bike and then steadied himself. © [|] The stock 
market has steadied after a sharp fall in prices. 

CONTROLLED /'sted-i/ adj calm and under control 
© Her voice was steady as she described the accident. 
steady /'sted-i/ v [T] © He took a deep breath to 
steady his nerves. 


steak /steik/ n [C/U] a thick, flat slice of meat or 
fish that is cooked quickly 


steal TAKE AWAY /sti:I/ v [!/T] past simp. stole, 
past part. stolen 1 to take something without the 
permission or knowledge of the owner and keep 
it or use it © [T] They broke into cars to steal the 
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steam 


radios. © [T] He never paid me back, so basically he 
ended up stealing a hundred dollars from me. 2 To 
steal is also to do something quickly while trying 
not to be seen doing it: [I always + adv/prep] to 
steal out of a room © [T] She stole a glance at her 
watch. 


WORD CHOICES steal 


Take is often used instead of “steal.” 

Someone took their car from outside the 

house. 
if someone steals something from a store, you 
could use the verb shoplift. 

He was caught shoplifting by a store 
detective. 

If someone steals something from a place or 
person, often in a violent way, you could use 
the verb rob. 

He robbed a bank of about $5000. 
Burglarize is used when someone illegally en- 
ters a building and steals things. 

When she got home from work, she 
discovered that her house had been 
burglarized. 

Pilfer is used when people steal things that are 
not very valuable. 

Employees pilfering paper, pens, etc., can cost 
employers a lot. 

If large numbers of people steal things from 
stores and houses during a violent event, you 
could use the word loot. 

During the riots, stores were looted and cars 
set on fire. 

Embezzle can be used when someone steals 
money that belongs to the company or orga- 
nization they work for. 

She embezzled thousands of dollars from the 
charity. 


CHEAP ITEM /sti:I/ n [C] infm! something obtained 
at a much lower price than its true value © At half 
the original price, that designer dress is a steal. 


stealth /stele/ n[U] movement that is quiet and 
careful in order to avoid notice, or secret or indi- 
rect action 
stealthy /'stel-@i/ adj © a stealthy burglar 
stealthily /'stel-9a-li/ adv 


stealth bomber, stealth fighter n [C] an air- 
craft designed so that it cannot be seen on enemy 
RADAR (= equipment used for watching aircraft 
when they cannot be seen with the eyes) 


steam /sti:m/ n [U] 1 the hot gas that is pro- 
duced when water boils 2 Steam can be used to 
provide power: a steam engine 
steam /sti:m/ v [I/T] 1 [I] The ship steamed (= 
moved by steam power) out of the harbor. 2 \f food 
is steamed, it is cooked by steam. 
steamy /'sti:-mi/ adj 1 By the time Hannah fin- 
ished her shower, the bathroom was all steamy. 2 
infml Steamy also means having to do with sex. 
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WORD FAMILY steam 


Nouns 


steam Verbs steam 


Adjectives steamy 


PHRASAL VERB with steam 


esteam something up [M] to become covered with 
a thin layer of steam © Going into the warm room 
steamed my glasses up. 


steamroller VEHICLE /'sti:m rou-lar/ n [C] a 
vehicle whose wheels are large, heavy cylinders 
that roll over a road surface to make it flat 
FORCE /'sti:m ,rou-loar/, steamroll /'sti:m-roul/ v [T] 
to use great force to make someone do something 
or to make (something) happen © He steamrollered 
the bill through Congress. 


steel METAL /sti:I/ n [U] a strong metal that is 
made by processing iron to remove some of the 
carbon 0 steel doors/girders © the steel industry 
steely /'sti:-li/ adj (of a person’s behavior or char- 
acter) hard and strong as steel © Only their steely 
determination to survive kept them going. 


PREPARE /sti:|/ v [T] to prepare yourself to be able 
to do something unpleasant or difficult © She 
steeled herself to face her accusers. 


steel wool n [U] a mass of thin steel threads 
twisted together and used to clean a surface or rub 
it smooth 


steep NOT GRADUAL /sti:p/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 
(of a slope) rising or falling at a sharp angle © The 
train slowed as it went up a Steep incline. 2 A steep 
rise or fall is one that goes very quickly from low 
to high or from high to low: Yesterday’s steep de- 
cline in the value of the dollar was unexpected. 
steeply /'sti:-pli/ adv © The beach slopes steeply 
down to the sea. 

TOO HIGH /sti:p/ adj [-er/-est only] (esp. of prices) 
too high; more than is reasonable © We enjoyed 
our stay at the hotel, but the charges were a bit 
steep. 


MAKE WET /sti:p/ v [I/T] 1 to stay or cause to stay 
in a liquid, esp. in order to improve flavor or to 
become soft or clean © [I] Let the tea steep for five 
minutes. © [T] This stain will come out if you steep 
the cloth in cold water. 2 To be steeped in some- 
thing is to be filled with it or to know a lot about 
it: [T] The college is steeped in tradition. 


WORD FAMILY steep 


Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs steeply 


steepness steep 


Adjectives steep 


steeple /'sti:-pal/ n [C] a tall, narrow structure, 
esp. on a church, having a pointed top 


steer DIRECT /stir/ v [I/T] 1 to control the direc- 
tion of a vehicle © [T] /t’s not easy to steer the car 
through these narrow streets. © [I] (fig.) The speech 
steered clear of (= avoided) controversial issues. 2 If 
you steer people, you cause them to go in a par- 
ticular direction: [T] She steered her guests into the 
dining room. 3 If you steer an activity, you cause it 


to deal with a particular feature or topic: [T] /’d like 
to steer the discussion back to our original topic. 
MALE COW /stir/ n [C] a young male of the cattle 
family that has had its sex organs removed and 
that is usually raised for meat 


IDIOM with steer 


e steer clear of someone/something to avoid some- 
one or something because you think the person or 
thing may cause trouble or be dangerous © Davis 
steered clear of politics because of all the problems 
his father had had as governor. 


steering wheel n [C] the wheel in a vehicle 
that the driver turns in order to make the vehicle 
go in a particular direction 


stellar OF OBJECTS IN SPACE /'stel-or/ adj [not 
gradable] of a star or stars © stellar light 


HIGH IN QUALITY /'stel-ar/ adj [not gradable] (of 
people or their activities) extremely high in quality; 
excellent © The cellist gave a stellar performance be- 
fore an enthusiastic audience. 


stem CENTRAL PART /stem/ n[C] 1 a central part 
of something from which other parts can develop 
or grow, or which forms a support 2 The stem of 
a plant is the straight part that grows above the 
ground and from which leaves and flowers grow. 
3 The stem of a glass is the narrow, vertical part 
that supports the container into which you put 
liquid. 

STOP /stem/ v [T] -mm- to stop something un- 
wanted from spreading or increasing © The bank 
tried to stem the currency’s recent decline against the 
dollar. 


PHRASAL VERB with stem 


estem from something to develop or come from 
something © These practices stem from traditional 
Chinese medicine. 


stem cell pn [Cc] biology a type of cell that is able 
to divide to produce more cells, or to develop into 
a cell that has a particular purpose 


stench /stentj/ n [U] a strong, unpleasant smell 
© the stench of rotting fish 


stencil /‘sten-sal/ n [C] a piece of flat material in 
which shapes or letters have been cut out, so that 
when you paint or draw over it, images of the 
shapes or letters that have been cut out will be left 
on the surface below, or the patterns or letters 
made by this method 
stencil /'sten-sal/ v[T] © The back of the chair was 
painted solid black with designs stenciled in gold. 


stenographer /sta'nag-ra-far/ n[C] a person 
who does SHORTHAND (= system of fast writing) 
in an office or records speech using a special ma- 
chine in a court 

stenography /sta'nag-ra-fi/ n [U] a system for 
recording speech quickly by writing it down in 
SHORTHAND or by using a special machine 

step MOVE FOOT /step/ v [I always + adv/prep] 


-pp- to lift one foot and put it down in front of the 
other foot, as in walking or running © He stepped 
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to his left, picked up the ball, and threw. 0 We 
stepped carefully along the slippery path. 

step /step/ n[C] 1 He took a couple of steps into 
the room. 2 A step is the distance covered by one 
step: I’d only gone about three steps before | fell. 3 
A step is also the sound of making such a move- 
ment: / heard my father’s step on the stairs. 4 Astep 
is also a particular movement that you make with 
your feet when you dance: /’ve finally learned some 
dance steps. 5 If you move in step with someone, 
you move your feet at the same time and in the 
same way: Three angry women marched in step 
down the hall. 


STAGE /step/ n [C] a stage in a process © The first 
step in fixing our house is to put on a new roof. © 
Let’s make these changes carefully, a step at a time. 


MUSIC /step/, tone n [C] music the largest differ- 
ence in sound between two notes next to each 
other in a musical SCALE (= series of notes) O Tones 
in a scale are arranged in steps and half steps. 


ACTION /step/ n [C] one action in a series, taken 
for a particular purpose © As a first step, both sides 
agreed to a cease-fire. 


FLAT SURFACE /step/ n([C] a flat surface on which 
you put your foot when going up or down from 
one level to another © Mom took a picture of us 
sitting on the front steps of the house. O Compare 
STAIRS 


IDIOMS with step 


estep on someone’s toes to upset someone, esp. 
by getting involved in something that is that per- 
son’s responsibility © /t’s a very competitive business 
— you can’t afford to step on too many toes. 

ein step with someone/something 1 in agreement 
with someone or something © She is very much in 
step with the times. 2 In step with can also mean 
at the same speed or level as someone or some- 
thing: Gasoline prices rose in step with oil prices. © 
He found it hard to keep in step with the changes. 


PHRASAL VERBS with step 


estep back to stop being involved in something © 
We need to step back and look at all our options. 
estep down, step aside to give up a job or position 
© She stepped down as captain of the team. 

estep in to become involved © An outside buyer 
stepped in to save the company. 

estep out to leave a place, esp. for a short time © 
Mr. Taylor just stepped out of the office to get the 
mail. 

estep up something INCREASE [M] to make some- 
thing more effective, or to increase the size or 
speed of something © Efforts were stepped up in 
Congress to pass the bill. 

e step up TAKE ACTION to take action when there 
is a need or opportunity for it © Investors have to 
step up and assume more responsibility for their 
assets. 


step-by-step adj, adv one at a time in a partic- 
ular order © a Step-by-step guide to installing the 
software © She followed the instructions step-by-step. 


stepchild /‘step-tfatld/ n [C] p! stepchildren a 
child of a previous marriage of either a husband or 
a wife 


stepdaughter /'step do:t-ar/ n [C] a daugh- 
ter of a previous marriage of either a husband or 
a wife 


stepfather /'step ,fad-ar/ n [C] a man who is 
married to the mother of a child but is not the 
biological father 


stepladder /'step lzd-ar/ n [C] a piece of 
equipment for climbing up and down that can 
stand on its own or be folded for storage 


stepmother /'step ,mad-ar/ n [C] a woman 
who is married to the father of a child but is not 
the biological mother 


stepping stone /‘step-1n,stoun/ n [C] 1 
something that helps someone advance or achieve 
something © | hope this job will be a stepping stone 
to something better. 2 A stepping stone is also a 
stone that you step on to cross a stream or wet 
area: Flat stepping stones crossed the stream. 


stepson /'step-san/ n [C] a son of a previous 
marriage of either a husband or a wife 


stereo /'ster-i:,ou/ n [C/U] p/ stereos a device 
that plays recorded sound through two or more 
SPEAKERS, or sound produced in this way © [C] Mu- 
sic was blaring from her car stereo. 

stereo /'ster-i:,ou/, stereophonic /,ster-i-9'fan- 
ik/ adj [not gradable] © stereo sound © stereo 
equipment 


stereotype /'ster-i:-9,taip/ n [C] disapproving an 
idea that is used to describe a particular type of 
person or thing, or a person or thing thought to 
represent such an idea © All jobs can be made to fit 
stereotypes, but accountants are particularly easy 
targets. 
stereotype /'ster-i:-a,tarp/ v [T] disapproving © 
That unfortunate statement stereotypes all men as 
wimps. 
stereotypical /,ster-i:-a'tip-1-kal/ adj disapprov- 
ing © I'm not your stereotypical Texan. 


sterile UNABLE TO PRODUCE /'ster-al/ adj [not 
gradable] (of a person or animal) unable to pro- 
duce young, or of land unable to produce plants 
or crops © It was a small oasis surrounded by sterile 
desert. 
sterility /sta'ril-at-i/ n [U] © Certain chemicals 
cause Sterility in farm animals. 
sterilize /'ster-9,laiz/ v[T] © The clinic will sterilize 
your cat for free. 
sterilization /,ster-a-la'zer-fan/ n [U] © The 
compound causes sterilization in certain types of flies. 
WITHOUT BACTERIA /'ster-al/ adj [not gradable] 
free from bacteria © Medical equipment must be 
kept Sterile. 
sterilize /'ster-9 ,laiz/ v [T] © Dental instruments 
are routinely sterilized. 
sterilization /,ster-a-la'zer-fan/ n (U] © Sterili- 
zation of milk products kills dangerous bacteria. 
LACKING /'ster-al/ adj [not gradable] lacking in 
imagination, ideas, or enthusiasm © Suburban 
housing developments are often sterile environments. 


sterling /‘star-l1n/ adj [not gradable] of the high- 
est quality © McCoy had a sterling season last year. 
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sterling (silver) 


Nr ee 


sterling (silver) /'star-I1g (‘stl-var)/ adj (not 
gradable] silver that is very pure © The bracelet is 
made of sterling silver. 


stern SEVERE /'st3rn/ adj [-er/-est only] severe © 
Sterner punishment may produce better behavior, 
but | doubt it. 
sternly /'starn-li/ adv 0 He sternly reminded his son 
to drive carefully. 


SHIP PART /'st3rn/ n[C] the back end of a ship OA 
rope over the stern towed the little boat. 0 Compare 
BOW SHIP PART 


steroid /'stir-21d, 'ster-/ n (C] biology, chemis- 
try any of a large group of chemical substances 
produced in the body or in a plant, or an artificial 
form of these substances used to treat various 
medical conditions or to illegally improve sports 
performance 


stethoscope /'sted-9,skoup/ n [C] a medical 
device that allows a doctor to listen to your heart, 
lungs, or other part of your body 


stew COOK /stu:/ v [I/T] to cook food slowly in 
liquid or to cook slowly in liquid © [T] /t tastes good 
if you boil it, fry it in oil, and then stew it with chilies. 
stew /stu:/ n [C/U] a dish consisting usually of 
meat or fish and vegetables cooked slowly in a 
small amount of liquid 


BE ANXIOUS /stu:/ v [I always + adv/prep] infm/ to 
be anxious or upset about something © You’re not 
still stewing over the election results, are you? 
stew /stu:/ n [C] © She has been in a stew over 
plans for her wedding. 


steward /'stu:-ord/ n [C] 1 a person who is re- 
sponsible for an event or for the management of 
a place © a race steward © He has been a careful 
steward of our parks. 2 A steward is also a person 
who is responsible for food or drink at a restaurant. 
3 A steward (female stewardess) on an aircraft, 
ship, or train, is someone who helps and serves 
passengers. 
stewardship /'stu:-ard ,fip/ n (U] care or man- 
agement © The team has fallen to new lows under 
his stewardship. 


stick THIN PIECE /stik/ n [C] 1 a thin piece of 
wood © The campers collected sticks to start a fire. 
2 Astick is also a long, thin handle with a specially 
shaped end, used esp. to play HOCKEY and LA- 
CROSSE. 3 A stick can also be a long, thin piece of 
something: sticks of dynamite © a stick of chewing 
gum 

PUSH INTO /stik/ v [always + adv/prep] past stuck 
to push something pointed into or through some- 
thing, or to be pushed into or through something 
© [T] | simply cannot watch when someone sticks a 
needle in my arm. © [I] He throws the knife, and the 
blade sticks in the wall. 


ATTACH /stik/ v [1/T] past stuck to attach or become 
attached © [T] Stick the tape to the back of the pic- 
ture. © [I] It was so hot that my clothes stuck to me. 
sticky /'‘stik-i/ adj 1 tending to stick, or covered 
with a substance that sticks 0 You had better wash 
your sticky fingers. 2 If the weather is sticky, it is 
hot and the air feels wet. O See also: STICKY 


sticker /'stik-ar/ n[C] a small piece of paper with 
a picture or writing on one side and a sticky sub- 
stance on the other © Dana collects stickers of car- 
toon characters. 


PUT /stik/ v[T always + adv/prep] past stuck infm/ 1 
to put something somewhere, usually temporarily 
O Stick the packages under the table for now. 2 If 
you stick out your tongue, you push your tongue 
out of your mouth, usually as an insult: She stuck 
her tongue out at him and smiled. © USAGE: This 
action is usually done by children. 

UNABLE TO MOVE /stik/ v [I] past stuck to be fixed 
in position and unable to move © The window 
sticks, making it hard to shut it. Oo Related adjective: 
STUCK FIXED 


WORD FAMILY stick 


Nouns | stick 


Adjectives sticky 
stuck 
unstuck 


sticker 
Verbs — stick 


IDIOMS with stick 


esomething sticks in your mind you remember 
something © Her angry remarks stuck in my mind 
for a long time. 

«stick your neck out to take a risk O I’m really stick- 
ing my neck out by investing my money in this idea. 
e stick to your guns to refuse to change your beliefs 
or actions © My parents didn’t want me to be an 
actor, but | stuck to my guns. 


PHRASAL VERBS with stick 


e stick aroundinfm! to stay somewhere and wait for 
someone or for something to happen © You go 
ahead — I'll stick around until Candice shows up. 
estick by someone/something to continue to sup- 
port someone, or to not change your mind about 
something © He stuck by his earlier statements and 
never changed his story. 

e stick out (something) GO BEYOND [IM] to reach 
beyond the surface or edge of something © They 
built the house on a little peninsula that sticks out 
into the lake. © He stuck his arm out to hail a cab. 

e stick something out CONTINUE to continue to do 
something to its end © | didn’t really like the movie, 
but | stuck it out. 

estick out BE NOTICEABLE to be very noticeable 
because of being different 0 Dye your hair orange 
and you'll really stick out in a small town like this. © 
My colorful clothes stuck out like a sore thumb. 

e stick to something to continue with a subject, ac- 
tivity, or plan without changing © Would you stick 
to the point, please? 

estick together to support each other © /f we all 
stick together, we can succeed. 

estick up GO ABOVE to reach above the surface 
of something © A few green shoots were sticking up 
out of the ground. 

estick something up STEAL [M] infm! to use a gun 
to steal something from a person or place © Did 
you hear that someone stuck the post office up? © 
Related noun: STICKUP 

estick up for something/someone infmi to support 
or defend something or someone © Her friends 
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stuck up for her when other people said she was 
guilty. 

estick with someone/something STAY CLOSE infm! 
to stay close to someone, or to continue to do 
something © Stick with me, and we'll do lots of in- 
teresting things. © Once Stephen takes up a hobby, 
he sticks with it. 

estick someone with something FORCE TO HAVE 
to force someone to have or do something less 
desirable © Big power companies grab cheap sup- 
plies and stick everyone else with more expensive 
ones. 


sticker /'sttk-ar/ n [C] See at STICK ATTACH. 


stick figure n [C] a drawing of a person with 
the body made of single lines 


sticking point n[C] a subject that is very dif- 
ficult to reach agreement about © Dividing up the 
land is the main sticking point of the peace talks. 


stickler /'sttk-lar/ n [C] someone who believes 
in closely following rules or in maintaining a high 
standard of behavior © He was a stickler when it 
came to office manners. 


sticks /stiks/ p/n infml, disapproving The sticks is a 
humorous way of referring to a place in the coun- 
try: My parents live out in the Sticks. 


stick shift n [C] a GEARSHIFT in the floor of a 
car, or a car that has one of these 


stickup /'sttk-ap/ n[C] infmi an act of stealing in 
which a gun is used © The stickup at the bank was 
carried out in broad daylight. © Related verb: STICK 
UP STEAL 


sticky /'stik-i/ adj difficult to deal with or solve © 
a sticky situation © a sticky issue © See also: STICKY 
at STICK ATTACH 


stiff FIRM /stif/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 firm or hard 
and not bending or moving easily © He had stiff 
leather shoes on. © If the dough is stiff, add more 
sour cream. 2 lf your body is stiff, you cannot move 
easily and your muscles hurt when moved: He was 
unable to turn his head because of a stiff neck. 
stiffen /'stif-an/ v[I/T] © [T] To paint on linen, you 
first have to stiffen the fabric with a glue mixture. © 
[!] His back stiffened up after the game. 
stiffly /'stif-li/ adv © The gown is constructed so 
stiffly that it could stand up on its own. 
stiffness /'stif-nas/ n[U] ©! had some muscle stiff- 
ness after the bike ride. 

NOT RELAXED /stif/ adj [-er/-est only] not relaxed 
or friendly; formal o The performance was stiff and 
rather predictable. © You can't be stiff with a guy who 
takes you into his confidence. 
stiffen /'stif-an/ v [I] to become nervous and less 
relaxed © | stiffened when | saw him coming toward 


me. 

stiffly /'stif-li/ advo “I don’t think it has anything 
to do with you,” he said stiffly. 

stiffness /'stif-nas/ n [U] © His early stiffness and 
formality evolved into friendliness. 
SEVERE /stif/ adj [-er/-est only] severe; difficult to 
deal with or do © The penalties for corruption are 


935 


still 


stiff. © Most of the team’s losses have come against 
stiff competition. 

stiffen /'stif-an/ v [1/T] © [T] The measure would 
stiffen the penalties for driving without a license. © 
[I] Competition will stiffen considerably if another 
store opens in town. 

STRONG /stif/ adj strong or powerful © A stiff wind 
beat against the house. 

VERY MUCH /stif/ adv [not gradable] infm/ very 
much; to a great degree 0 /| was scared stiff during 
the air raids. 

PERSON /stif/ n [C] slang 1 a person of the type 
described © I’m just a working stiff. O You lucky stiff! 
2 slang A stiff is also a dead person’s body. 

CHEAT /stif/ v [T] to cheat someone out of money 
© She stiffed the taxi driver. 


WORD FAMILY stiff 


Nouns | stiffness 
stiff 
stiffen 
stiff 


Adjectives _ stiff 


Adverbs stiff 
stiffly 


Verbs 


stifle /'stai-fal/ v [T] to prevent something from 
happening, being expressed, or continuing © It is 
the responsibility of schools to encourage learning, 
not to stifle it. 


stifling /‘stai-flin/ adj extremely hot, with a lack 
of fresh air © Summers in Virginia have always had 
stifling humidity. 


stigma DISAPPROVAL /'stig:ma/ n [C/U] a 
strong lack of respect for a person or group of peo- 
ple or a bad opinion of them because they have 
done something society does not approve of 0 [C 
usually sing] There’s a stigma associated with low- 
income food programs. 
stigmatize /'stig:ma ,taiz/ v [T] to make people 
feel that they are not respected © Gabrielle felt stig- 
matized in math class because she was not seen as 
one of “the smart kids.” 

FLOWER /'sttg:ma/ n biology the part of the PISTIL 
(= female part) of a flower that receives the POLLEN 
(= powder produced by the male part) 


still UNTIL NOW /stil/ adv [not gradable] contin- 
uing until now or until a particular time © The uni- 
verse is still expanding. © Two years later she still had 
scars on her knees. 

DESPITE /stil/ adv [not gradable] despite that © He 
was diagnosed with cancer but still returned to work. 
© I’m a mother of two and | still hold down a job. 

EVEN GREATER /stil/ adv [not gradable] to an even 
greater degree or in an even greater amount © 
Lulu’s apartment is crammed with papers and boxes 
that hold still more papers. 

NOT MOVING /stil/ adj, adv {[-er/-est only] not mov- 
ing; staying in the same position © Just hold still — 
you've got a little cut on your head. © Time seems 
almost to stand still here, doesn’t it? 
still /stil/ n [U] © In the still (= quiet) of the night, 
nothing moved. 
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WORD CHOICES stil! 


Motionless means the same as “still.” 

He stood motionless when he saw the snake. 
The expression not move a muscle can also be 
used when someone is completely still. 

He sat there the whole time and didn’t move 

a muscle. 

Immobile or inert can be used when someone 
is still or unable to move. 

She sat immobile, wondering what to do next. 

The inert figure of a man could be seen lying 

in front of the car. 
If something is still and firm, you could use the 
adjective steady. 

I'll hold the boat steady while you climb in. 
Stationary is usually used for vehicles which are 
not moving. 

We sat stationary in heavy traffic for close to 

an hour. 
If someone becomes completely still because 
of being frightened, you can say that the per- 
son freezes. 

She saw someone outside the window and 

froze. 


EQUIPMENT /stil/ n [C] a piece of equipment used 
for making alcohol 


stillbirth /‘stil-b3re/ n [C] the birth of a baby 
who has already died inside the mother 


stillborn /‘stil-b2:rn/ adj [not gradable] dead at 
the time of birth O Her first child was stillborn. 


still life n [C] art a painting or drawing of an 
arrangement of objects that do not move, such as 
flowers or fruit 


stilted /'stil-tad/ adj (of behavior, speech, or 
writing) too formal and not smooth or natural © 
Legal language tends to be very stilted. 


stilts /stilts/ p/n long pieces of wood with sup- 
ports for the feet on which someone can stand and 
walk, or long pieces of wood that support small 
buildings above the ground or above water 


stimulate /'stim-ja,lert/ v [T] to encourage 
something to grow, develop, or become active © 
Tax cuts will stimulate the economy. © Read books 
to stimulate your child’s imagination. © Some vege- 
tables stimulate cells to manufacture a cancer-fight- 
ing enzyme. 
stimulant /'stim-ja-lant/ n [C] a drug or chemi- 
cal substance that encourages growth or increases 
activity 
stimulating /‘stim-ja ,lert-1n/ adj causing enthu- 
siasm and interest © The conversation was stimulat- 
ing, witty, and learned. 
stimulation /,stim:ja'ler- fan/ n [U] © | need the 
intellectual stimulation of work. 


stimulus /'stim-ja-las/ n [C/U] pi stimuli some- 
thing that causes growth, activity, or reaction O [C] 
Scientists are studying the cell’s response to stimuli. 


0 [U] The aid package would provide very little fiscal 
stimulus. 


sting HURT /stin/ v[I/T] past stung 1 (esp. of in- 
sects, plants, and animals) to produce a small but 
painful injury by making a very small hole in the 
skin © [1] Why do bees sting? 2 \f something stings, 
it causes you to feel pain: [T] Cold air stung Jack’s 
lungs. © [!] The soap made his eyes sting. 3 |f some- 
one’s remarks sting you, they make you feel upset 
and annoyed: [T] Managers were stung by criticism 
from environmentalists. 
sting /stin/ n[C] © Bee stings covered his hands. 
stinger /'stin-ar/ n [C] the pointed part of an in- 
sect, plant, or animal that stings 

POLICE ACTIVITY /st1n/ n[C] an operation in which 
police officers or others pretend to be criminals so 
they can catch people committing crimes © Offi- 
cers set up a Sting in which they sold him the jewels, 
and when he drove off with them they arrested him. 


stingy /'stin-d3i/ adj [-er/-est only] not generous, 
or unwilling to spend money © Some bankers are 
stingy in lending to small businesses. 


stink SMELL /stink/ v [I] past simp. stank, stunk, 
past part. stunk infm/ to smell very unpleasant © [1] 
Your feet stink. 
stink /stigk/ n[C] 01 can’t stand the stink of rotten 
meat. 
stinking /'stig:kin/ adj [not gradable] © Houses 
were built along stinking drainage ditches. 

BE BAD /stink/ v [1] past simp. stank, stunk, past part. 
stunk infmi to be extremely bad or unpleasant © 
The music scene here stinks. 
stink /sttnk/ n [U] infmi a negative reaction froma 
group of people or from the public © City employ- 
ees are raising a stink over the plan. 
stinker /'stiy:kar/ n [C] infmi an unpleasant per- 
son, thing, or situation © Don was punished for 
calling his mother a stinker. 
stinking /'stin:kin/ adj infml oO | hate this stinking 
job! 


PHRASAL VERB with stink 


estink up something [M] infmi to make a place 
smell unpleasant © That perfume stunk up the whole 
store. 


stint PERIOD /stint/ n [C] a period of time spent 
doing a particular job or activity 0 He took up box- 
ing during his stint in the army. 

LIMIT /stint/ v [I] to give, take, or use only a small 
amount of something © She doesn’t stint when it 
comes to buying new clothes. 


stipend /'stat-pend, -pand/ n[C] a fixed, regular 
income that is usually not based on an amount of 
work done © As a student advisor, she gets a 
monthly stipend from the college. 


stipulate /'stip-ja,lert/ v [T] to state exactly 
what must be done © [+ that clause] State laws 
stipulate that public education be free. 
stipulation /,stip-ja'ler-fan/ n[C] © There was a 
stipulation that the land be used as a park. 


stir MIX /st3r/ v [I/T] -rr- to mix liquids or other 
substances, or to move an object such as a spoon 
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937 


stockyard 


in a circular movement © [T] Chad stirred the thick 

paint in the buckets. © [|] Add tomatoes, stir, and 

bring to boil. © [M] Let the rice sit, and then stir it 
up. 

stir /st3r/ n [C] © Give the onions a stir. 

MOVE /st3r/ v [I/T] -rr- to move slightly, or to cause 
something to move © [T] A breeze stirred the palm 
trees. © [I] The old man stirred in his chair. © [M] Her 
boat went ahead of mine, so she‘d stir up the fish 
and I'd catch them. 


CAUSE /st3r/ v [T] to cause feelings or emotions to 
be felt O That music stirred some old emotions. © [M] 
He was just trying to stir up unrest. 
stir /st3r/ n [U] © He caused a stir at the music 
awards by emptying a glass of water over the pre- 
senter’s head. 


stir-fry /'star-frai/ v[T] to cook pieces of meat or 
vegetables quickly in very hot oil, moving them 
around all the time © She stir-fried the vegetables. 
stir-fry /'st3r-frat/ n [C] © Tomatoes add color to 
a stir-fry. 


stirrup /'st3r-ap, ‘stir-/ n [C] one of a pair of 
metal pieces that hangs from the side of a horse’s 
SADDLE (= seat), which you put your foot in when 
riding 

stitch THREAD /stit{/ n [C] 1 a piece of thread 
sewn in cloth, or the single movement of a needle 
and thread into and out of the cloth that produces 
this © She sewed neat, firm stitches. 2 A stitch is also 
a length of special thread used to join the edges 
of a deep cut in the flesh: A cut on his left ankle 
required Six stitches. 
stitch /stit{/ v [T] 1 His name is stitched onto the 
back of his boxing trunks. 2 Someone who has been 
stitched up has had a deep cut closed with 
stitches: [M] The operation started at 8 a.m., and 
Bobby was stitched up by midafternoon. 
stitching /'stitf-1n/ n[U] ©! sewit on so you can’t 
see the stitching. 

PAIN /stit{/ n [C] a sharp pain in the side of your 
stomach or chest 0 / got a stitch while | was running. 


IDIOM with stitch 


ein stitches laughing very hard © He was telling 
jokes at the dinner table that had us all in stitches. 


stock SUPPLY /stak/ n [C/U] 1 a supply of some- 
thing for use or sale © [C] New regulations should 
preserve stocks of haddock and other fish. © [U] The 
company won't let you return unsold stock. 2 Stock 
is also the total amount of goods or the amount 
of a particular type of goods available in a store: 
[U] New Video has 4000 titles in stock, 0 [U] That 
CD is out of stock. 
stock /stak/ v [T] © They stock all sorts of gifts for 
travelers. 

INVESTMENT /stak/ n [C/U] social studies a part of 
the ownership of a company that people buy as 
an investment © [C] There is more risk with stocks 
than with bonds. © [U] Stock prices fell this week. 

USUAL /stak/ adj [not gradable] (of an idea, ex- 
pression, or action) usual or typical © a stock 
phrase/response 


FLAVORED LIQUID /stak/ n [U] a liquid made by 
boiling vegetables or the bones from meat or fish 
in water which is used to add flavor to soups and 
other food © vegetable/beef/chicken stock 

ANIMALS /stak/ p/n short form of LIVESTOCK (= ani- 
mals, such as cows or sheep, kept on a farm) 

ORIGIN /stak/ n [U] the family, country, or group 
from which a person comes © He’s an American of 
Irish stock. 

GUN PART /stak/ n [C] the part of a RIFLE (= long 
gun) that rests against the shoulder 


IDIOM with stock 


estock up (on something) to buy a large amount 
of something so that you will have enough for the 
future © | hadn't stocked up on food, so | wasn’t 
ready to feed Kate and her friends. 


stockade /sta'kerd/ n [C] a strong wooden 
fence built around an area to defend it against 
attack 


stockbroker /'stak ,brou-kar/ n [C] a person or 
company that buys and sells investments for other 
people 


stock exchange, stock market n [C] a place 
where SHARES (= parts of the ownership of com- 
panies) are bought and sold, or the organization 
of people whose job is to do this buying and selling 
© The company’s shares fell sharply on the London 
stock exchange. 


stockholder /'stuk jhoul-dar/ n[C] a person or 
group that owns part of a company in the form of 
SHARES 


stocking /'stak-1n/ n [C usually pl] one of a pair 
of tight-fitting, thin, cloth covers for the feet and 
legs worn esp. by women 


stock in trade n (C usually sing] a person’s 
typical way of behaving, or a skill that is usual for 
someone © He spoke with the humor and warmth 
that has become his stock in trade. 


stock market n [C] 1 the value of all invest- 
ments that are traded © Rumors about the presi- 
dent’s illness caused the stock market to go down 
yesterday. 2 A stock market is also another word 
for a STOCK EXCHANGE.. 


stockpile /'stak-patl/ n [C] a large amount of 
goods kept ready for future use © a stockpile of 
wheat 
stockpile /'stak: parl/ v [T] © She stockpiled choco- 
late bars in her car. 


stock-stilll /'stak'stil/ adv [not gradable] with- 
out moving; completely still © He stood stock-still, 
waiting for them to pass. 


stocky /'stak-i/ adj (esp. of a man) wide and 
strong-looking © He was shorter and stockier than | 
expected. 


stockyard /'stak-jard/ n [C] a set of enclosed 
areas where farm animals are kept before being 
sold or killed 
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stodgy 
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stodgy /'stad3-i/ adj acting according to old, es- 
tablished methods and unwilling to change or 
consider new ideas © one of the stodgiest and most 
private of the nation’s banks 


Stoic /'stou-1k/, stoical /'stou-1-kal/ adj not show- 
ing or not feeling any emotion, esp. in a situation 
in which the expression of emotion is expected © 
He is somewhat stoic as he speaks of his past. 


stoke /stouk/ v[T] to add fuel to a large enclosed 
fire and move the fuel around so that it burns well 
and produces a lot of heat © Returning to the camp, 
he stoked the fire. © (fig.) The flag is a symbol used 
to stoke the flames of (= increase) national pride. 


stole /stoul/ past simple of STEAL TAKE AWAY 


stolen /'stou-lan/ past participle of STEAL TAKE 
AWAY 


stolid /'stal-ad/ adj showing little or no emotion 
or imagination © Stolid and impassive, the customs 
inspector listened to her explanation. 


stomach /‘stam-ak/ n [C] p! stomachs 1 biol- 
ogy an organ in the body where food is digested 
2 Your stomach is also the front part of your body 
near the waist. 3 Stomach can also mean desire or 
an interest in doing something: | used to watch the 
TV news all the time, but | no longer have the stom- 
ach for it. 
stomach /'stam-ak/ v [T] to accept or be able to 
deal with something that causes you difficulty © 
Vernon was simply too unreliable, and after awhile 
we couldn't stomach his behavior. 


stomachache, stomach ache /'stam-tk ,e1k/ n 
[C] a pain in the stomach 


stomp /stamp, st2:mp/ v [I/T] to put your foot 
down so that it hits the ground with a lot of force, 
or to walk with heavy steps © [I always + adv/prep] 
She had waited hours already and was about to 
stomp away furiously. 


stone HARD SUBSTANCE /stoun/ n [C/U] 1 the 
hard, solid substance found in the ground that Is 
often used as a building material, or a small piece 
of this substance © [U] The museum was made of 
stone. 2 A stone is also a jewel: [C] He wore a ring 
with a black stone on his little finger. 3 A stone is 
also a piece of hard material that can form in an 
organ in the body: [C] kidney stones 
stone /stoun/ v [T] to throw rocks or other hard 
objects at someone or something 
stone /stoun/ adv [not gradable] completely © By 
the time he was 80, he was stone deaf. 
stony /'stou-ni/ adj 1 The ground was too stony 
to be used as a farm. 2 Stony also means not show- 
ing any emotion, esp. sympathy, when you might 
expect it to be shown: Though we begged him, he 
gave us a stony look and turned away. 
SEED /stoun/ n[C] a PIT SEED © a cherry stone 
WORD FAMILY stone 
Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs 


stone stone 


stone 


Adjectives stoned 
stony 


IDIOM with stone 


ea stone’s throw (away) a short distance © The 
animal was sitting just a stone’s throw away from 
us. © The lodge is within a stone’s throw of the ski 
slopes. 


stone-faced adj not showing any emotion 


stonewall /'stoun-wo:!/ v[I/T] to prevent some- 
one from discovering information by not being 
helpful or by refusing to answer questions © [I] /f 
you refuse to be interviewed, or stonewall and make 
it difficult for us to do our job, you might face pun- 
ishment later. 


stood /stud/ past simple and past participle of 
STAND 


stool Seat /stu:l/ n [C] a seat without any sup- 
port for the back or arms © a piano stool © Sarah 
sat on a kitchen stool. 


SOLID WASTE /stu:I/ n [C] medicai a piece of 
excrement 


StOOP BEND /stu:p/ v [I] to bend the top half of 
the body forward and down 0 The mother stooped 
to button up the coat of her little girl. 
stoop /stu:p/ n [U] © He walks with a stoop be- 
cause of arthritis. 


STEPS /stu:p/ n[C] a structure that is part of the 
front of a house consisting of a few steps leading 
up from ground level, often with a raised, flat area 
near the door 


StOp FINISH /stap/ v [I/T] -pp- to finish doing 
something or end, or to cause someone or some- 
thing to finish © [I] When do you think the snow will 
stop? © [T] When will it stop snowing? © [T] Please 
stop pushing. © [T] Fortunately, police stopped the 
fight before anyone got hurt. 
stop /stap/ n [C] © Please wait until the plane 
comes to a complete stop before leaving your seat. 


USACH al = “a 2 te 
stop doing or stop to do? 


Stop doing something means “not continue 
with an activity.” 


Suddenly, everyone stopped talking. 


Stop to do something means “stop one activity 
so that you can do something else.” 
We stopped to look at the map. 


PREVENT /stap/ v[T] -pp- to prevent someone from 
doing something © Lifeguards stopped them from 
going into the water because sharks had been spot- 
ted in the area. 


PAUSE /stap/ v [I/T] -pp- to pause or stay in a place, 
or cause someone to pause ° [I] We stopped for gas 
and had something to eat. © [+ to infinitive] We'd 
better stop at the next rest area to let the kids go to 
the bathroom. © [T] Naomi was stopped at the gate 
and asked to show identification. 
stop /stap/ n[C] 1 It was a five-hour drive including 
a 30-minute stop for lunch. 2 A stop is a place where 
a bus or train pauses to allow passengers to get off 
and on: I’m getting off at the next stop. 
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989 story 


stoppage /'stap-1d3/ n[C] © After a two-day work 
stoppage in early July, another strike started in Sep- 
tember. » Usage: station or stop? at STATION 
BUILDING 


WORD FAMILY stop 
Nouns stop 


Verbs stop 
ik apa Adverbs 


Adjectives nonstop 


nonstop 


IDIOMS with stop 


estop on a dime to be able to stop almost im- 
mediately, even when moving very quickly © He 
runs up the field and stops on a dime to catch the 
ball. 

e stop (dead) in your tracks to suddenly stop mov- 
ing or doing something © | stopped dead in my 
tracks when | heard the scream. 


PHRASAL VERBS with stop 


estop by/in/off to visit a place or a person for a 
short time, esp. when you are on the way to some- 
where else © A group of friends stopped by to say 
hello. © I'll stop off on my way home and pick up 
some pop. 

estop over to stay at a place for a short period of 
time on the way to somewhere else or before re- 
turning home © Marj decided to stop over in Pitts- 
burgh to see an old friend. O Related noun: 
STOPOVER 


stopgap /'stap-gzep/ n[C] something that can 
be used until something better or more perma- 
nent can be obtained © Housing the homeless in 
shelters has to be seen as a stopgap measure. 


stoplight /'stap-lait/ n [C] a TRAFFIC LIGHT 


stopover /'stap ,ou-var/ n [C] a short stay at a 
place while in the middle of a trip © The tour in- 
cluded a stopover in Pisa on the way to Florence. © 
Related verb: STOP OVER 


stopper /'stap-ar/ n [C] a round object that fits 
into or covers a hole, such as in a sink, to prevent 
liquids from escaping it © a rubber sink stopper 


stop sign n [C] a red, eight-sided sign at the 
side of a road that signals drivers to stop before 
continuing 


stopwatch /‘stap-watf, -wa:tf/ n [C] a watch 
that you can start and stop to measure exactly how 
much time has passed 


store PLACE TO BUY THINGS /sto:r, stour/ n [C] 
a place where you can buy goods or services © a 
grocery/hardware/video store © convenience/depart- 
ment stores 


KEEP /sto:r, stour/ v [T] to put or keep things for 
use in the future O We store the garden tools in a 
shed in the backyard. © All the information is stored 
on a hard disk. 
storage /'sto:r-1d3, ‘stour-/ n [U] © Fire broke out 
in a basement storage area. © Much of the art 
they've acquired is still in storage (= being kept in a 
safe place and not yet in use). 


store /sto:r, stour/ n[C] a supply of something © 
energy stores O She has a store of anecdotes (= a 
large number of them) that she could draw on 
whenever she needed one. 


IDIOM with store 


ein store (for someone/something) planned or 
likely to happen © We have a big surprise in store 
for you. 


storefront /'sto:r-frant, 'stour-/ n [C] the part 
of a store that faces the street, usually a glass front 
oO In the downtown area, there are dozens of 
boarded-up storefronts. 0 Volunteers are working out 
of a storefront office (= an office that uses the space 
of a store). 


storehouse /'sto:ir-haus, 'stour-/ n [C] a WARE- 
HOUSE 


storekeeper /'sto:r,ki:-par, 'stour-/ n [C] a 
person who owns or operates a store 


storeroom /'sto:r-ru:m, ‘stour-, -rum/ n[C] a 
room in which things that are not being used can 
be kept © You can get a mop from the school’s store- 
room downstairs. 


storied /'sto:r-i:d, 'stour-/ adj famous, esp. be- 
cause of being ‘interesting or an important part of 
history © a storied career © storied buildings 


stork /sto:rk/ n[C] a large bird with long legs, a 
long neck, and a long beak that walks in water to 
find its food 


storm VIOLENT WEATHER /sto:rm/ n [C] an ex- 
treme weather condition with strong winds and 
heavy rain or snow O The storm left over a foot of 
snow on the ground. 
stormy /'sto:r-mi/ adj © | remember one stormy 
afternoon when Marcelle and | were kept indoors by 
the weather. © (fig.) The new president’s promise of 
dramatic change has already run into some stormy 
weather (= difficult problems) on Capitol Hill. 


STRONG FEELING /sto:rm/ n [C] a strong expres- 
sion of feeling, esp. in reaction to a statement or 
event © The new rent regulations raised a storm of 
criticism from both renters and landlords. 
storm /sto:rm/ v [I always + adv/prep] to move 
quickly and forcefully to show you are angry © 
Henry stormed into Giffen’s office waving a copy of 
the newspaper and yelling at the top of his lungs. 
stormy /'sto:r-mi/ adj full of difficulties or fights 
© He is best remembered for his stormy marriage to 
actress Bette Davis. 

ATTACK /sto:rm/ v [T] to attack a place or building 
suddenly © Officers stormed the building the dem- 
onstrators had occupied. 


WORD FAMILY storm 


Nouns storm Verbs storm 


Adjectives stormy 


story DESCRIPTION /'sto:r-i, ‘stour-i/ n [C] 1 a 
description of events that actually happened or 
that are invented © There was a news story on tele- 
vision about flooding on the west coast. 0 My daugh- 
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wtoryivook= 8 NO re ee 


ter won't go to bed without hearing a bedtime story. 
2 A story can also be a lie: Don’t tell me any stories 
— | want to know what really happened. >» Confus- 
ables: history or story? at HISTORY PAST EVENTS 


WORD CHOICES story 


Tale is an alternative to “story,” especially 
when it might be invented or difficult to 
believe. 

The book is a well-told tale about life during 

the Civil War. 

Narrative is a formal word for a story. 

It’s a moving narrative of wartime adventure. 
If a story is someone’s description of an event, 
you could use the word account. 

She gave a thrilling account of her life in the 

jungle. 

A short amusing story, especially about some- 
thing that someone has done, is an anecdote. 
He told one or two amusing anecdotes about 

his years as a police officer. 
The story of a book, film, etc., is its plot. 
The movie has a very simple plot. 
If a story is ancient and about famous people 
or events, the word legend is often used. 
The dance was based on several Hindu 
legends. 
Myths are ancient stories that explain the his- 
tory of a group of people or are about natural 
events. 
Greek myths 
A fable is a story that tells a general truth or is 
only partly based on facts. 
the fable of the hare and the tortoise 
Stories for children which involve magic and 
imaginary creatures are often called fairy tales. 


LEVEL /'sto:r-i, ‘stour-i/ n[C] a level of a building © 
She lived on the third floor of a seven-story building. 


storybook /'sto:r-i: ,buk, ‘stour-/ n [C] a book 
containing stories for children 


storyteller /'sto:r-i: tel-ar, ‘stour-/ n [C] a per- 
son who tells or reads stories to others 


storytelling /‘sto:r-i:,tel-19, 'stour-/ n [U] the 
art of telling stories © The celebration will include 
dance, song, and storytelling. 


stout FAT /stavt/ adj [-er/-est only] (of people) fat 
and solid-looking, esp. around the waist, or (of 
things) thick and strong © He was seen as a pleas- 
ant man — short, a bit stout and balding, with a ra- 
diant smile. 0 There is much to be said for having a 
stout fence to protect your flower beds. 


DETERMINED /staut/ adj [-er/-est only] determined 
and strong, esp. in opinion © He was the brains and 
the stout heart behind the best of these stories. 


stove /stovv/ n [C] 1 a piece of kitchen equip- 
ment having a top for cooking food in containers 
placed over gas flames or circles of metal heated 
by electricity, and that usually has an OVEN below 
© She got some eggs out and heated a pan on the 
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stove. 2 A stove is also a piece of equipment for 
heating a space inside a room, often using wood 
or a form of COAL as a fuel: a potbellied stove 


stow /stou/ v [T] to put something in a place 
where it can be kept safely © Please stow your carry- 
on bags under the seat in front of you. 


stowaway /'stou-a,wei/ n [C] someone who 
hides on a ship or aircraft to travel without having 
to pay 

straddle /'strad-4l/ v [T] 1 to have or put your 
legs on either side of something © Grace straddled 
her chair. 2 To straddle something is also to be 
unable to decide which of two opinions about 
something is better, and so to partly support both 
opinions: The president has tried to straddle the is- 
sue of political fund-raising. 


straggle /'strzeg-al/ v [I] to move alone or in 
small groups slowly and usually separated in dis- 
tance or time from those who went earlier © The 
players straggled in for the morning practice session. 
straggler /'strzeg-lar/ n [C] O | want all you chil- 
dren to stay together and hold hands when crossing 
a street — no stragglers! 


straight NOT CURVING /streit/ adj, adv[-er/-est 
only] not bending or curving © Draw a Straight line 
between the two dots. © Stand up straight. © The car 
seemed to be coming straight at me. 
straighten /'streit-®n/ v[I/T] to make something 
so that it does not bend © [I] Her shoulders straight- 
ened, and she cleared her throat. © [T] First bend and 
then straighten your leg. © [M] You must straighten 
out the pipe. 


LEVEL /strert/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] not leaning to 
either side; level © Since the wall is crooked, how 
can the picture hang straight? 
straighten /'streit-®n/ v [T] © Please straighten 
the lampshade - it tilts to the right. 


IMMEDIATELY /streit/ adv [not gradable] 1 without 
delay; immediately or directly © | got to the hotel 
and went straight to bed. 2 If you get straight to 
the point, you say immediately what is on your 
mind: My boss simply said, “I'll get straight to the 
point. You're fired!” 

BASIC /streit/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] 1 without any- 
thing added or changed; basic or true © Things 
have gotten so bad, | think it’s time for some straight 
talk. © She couldn’t give a straight answer to any 
question. © It’s important to tell the story straight, 
exactly as it happened. 2 \f an alcoholic drink is 
taken straight, it has no water, ice, or other liquid 
added to it. 


DIRECTLY /streit/ adv [not gradable] 1 clearly or 
directly © This valentine comes straight from my 
heart. 2 If you tell someone something straight 
out, you say it immediately and without a long 
explanation or any excuses: | walked in, and she 
told me straight out what had happened. 

CLEARLY /streit/ adv [not gradable] clearly; plainly 
O I’m so tired | can’t think straight anymore. 


FOLLOWING /streit/ adj, adv [not gradable] follow- 
ing one after another without an interruption; 
CONSECUTIVE © The team had won four straight 


A cut | a alone 


strange 


games before they lost this one. O Sometimes we 
work 16 hours straight. 


NOT HOMOSEXUAL /strert/ adj [not gradable] infm/ 
not homosexual; HETEROSEXUAL 


IDIOM with straight 


ethe straight and narrow (path) a course of be- 
havior that is correct © Ray runs an after-school pro- 
gram meant to keep young people on the straight 
and narrow. 


PHRASAL VERB with straight 


estraighten someone out IMPROVE [M] to cause 
someone to improve his or her behavior or char- 
acter © | thought marriage would straighten him out. 
estraighten something out ORGANIZE [M] to or- 
ganize or correct something © It took me a while to 
straighten out my father’s accounts. 

e straighten something up [M] to organize a place 
or make it neat © You need to straighten up your 
room before your friends come over. 


straight angle n (C] geometry an angle of 
180° 


straight face n[C usually sing] an expression 
on your face that shows on emotion in order to 
hide what you really think or feel © /t’s hard to ar- 
gue that point of view with a straight face. 


straightforward © UNDERSTANDABLE 
/streit'fo:r-ward/ adj easy to understand; clear © 
The doctor explained the operation in straightfor- 
ward English. 


HONEST /streit ‘fo:r-ward/ adj honest and without 
unnecessary politeness © She’s a straightforward, 
no-nonsense teacher. 


straightjacket /‘streit d3zek-at/ n [C] a 
STRAITJACKET 


strain worry /strein/ n [C/U] something that 
causes anxiety, worry, or difficulty © [U] Loss of 
funding has put a lot of strain on the day-care center. 
0 [C] The benefits of keeping our daughter at home 
make the strains of having only one income 
worthwhile. 
strain /strein/ v [T] to cause anxiety or problems 
O This relationship has been strained almost to the 
breaking point. © These extra costs have strained our 
financial resources. 
strained /streind/ adj © She had a strained ex- 
pression on her face. 


PRESSURE /strein/ n [U] physical pressure O The 
bookcase collapsed under the strain. 
strain /strein/ v[I] to create pressure or use effort 
© The dog strained at the leash, pulling his master 
along. © [+ to infinitive] | had to strain to hear the 
audio. 

INJURY /stretn/ n[C] an injury caused by working 
the muscles too hard © Running puts a strain on 
your heart. 
strain /strein/ v [T] © | strained my back carrying 
those boxes. 
strained /streind/ adj © a strained knee 

SEPARATE /strein/ v [I/T] to separate solid pieces 
from a liquid by pouring it through a utensil with 


small holes at the bottom of it or through a cloth 
© [T] Strain the liquid and discard the vegetables. 
strainer /'strer-nar/ n[C] © Force the cooked fruit 
through a strainer 


DIFFERENT TYPE /strein/ n[C] 1 an animal or plant 
that is only slightly different from other animals or 
plants of the same type © A new Strain of the virus 
has been found. 2 A strain is also a quality that gives 
something a particular character: There has long 
been a populist strain in American politics. 3 A strain 
is also a particular sound: Strains of piano music 
drifted across the room. 


strait /strert/ n [C] a narrow area of water that 
connects two larger areas of water © The strait lies 
between the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean 
Sea. 


straitjacket, straightjacket /'streit d3zek-at/n 
[C] a special item of clothing like a coat that ties 
the arms to the body and limits the movement of 
a violent or mentally ill person 


strand /strzend/ n [C] a fiber or group of fibers 
twisted together that form one part of a length of 
rope, cord, thread, etc., or a single string, hair, or 
line of objects © a strand of hair © She wore three 
strands of beads around her neck. © (fig.) There are 
many Strands (= types) of pacifism. 


stranded /'strzen-dad/ adj [not gradable] lack- 
ing what is necessary to leave a place or to get out 
of a situation © During the storm, stranded passen- 
gers slept at the airport. 


strange UNUSUAL /streind3/ adj [-er/-est only] 
not familiar, or difficult to understand; different © 
We kept hearing strange noises coming from the at- 
tic. 0 | had a strange feeling that we had met before. 
© That's strange — | thought | had locked this door 
when we left. 
strangely /'streind3;li/ adv 1 It seemed to me that 
she was acting strangely. 2 Strangely enough 
means that something is unusual or hard to ex- 
plain: Strangely enough, my father was the last one 
to know about my mother’s illness. 


WORD CHOICES strange 


See also: unusual 
Other ways of saying “strange” are odd, bi- 
zarre, and weird. 

| always thought there was something a bit 

odd about her. 

| had a really bizarre/weird dream last night. 
If something is strange because it is not what 
you usually expect, you can use the adjectives 
curious, funny, or peculiar. 

This lemonade tastes funny. 

The chicken had a peculiar smell. 

A curious thing happened to me yesterday. 


If someone always behaves strangely, you 
might describe that person as eccentric. 


The whole family is eccentric. 


NOT FAMILIAR /streind3/ adj [-er/-est only] not 
known or familiar © / really don’t like strange people 
coming to my door. 
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strangle 


stranger /'stretn-d3er/ n [C] 1 someone not 
known or not familiar © After being away so long, 
my sister seemed like a stranger. 2 A stranger ina 
particular place is someone who has never been 
there before: Sorry, | can’t direct you — I’m a stranger 
here myself. 


USAGE Le i | 
strange or foreign? 
Strange means unusual, unexpected, or not fa- 
miliar. Foreign means coming from another 
country which is not your country. 
There are a lot of foreign students in Los 
Angeles. 
Fhere-are-et of strange students nos 
Angeles: 


WORD FAMILY strange 


Nouns stranger Adverbs strangely 


Adjectives strange 


strangle /'strzn-gal/ v [T] to kill someone by 
pressing the throat so that the person cannot 
breathe 

strangulation /,streen-gja'ler-fan/ n [U] o An 
autopsy showed that he had died of strangulation. 


strap /streep/ n[C] a narrow piece of strong ma- 
terial, esp. leather, used for holding or fastening 
something © Her bag hung from its shoulder strap. 
© | lost my watch when the strap broke. 
strap /streep/ v [T always + adv/prep] -pp- © / 
strapped on my helmet and rode off. © We had to 
strap the mattress to the top of our car. 
strapless /'streep:las/ adj [not gradable] without 
straps 


strapped /strept/ adj not having enough 
money © /n the early days, we were strapped. 


IDIOM with strapped 


¢ strapped for something lacking something © Busy 
executives are strapped for time. 


strapping /'streep-1n/ adj [not gradable] 
healthy, big, and strong © The sickly child grew up 
to be a strapping six-footer. 


strata /'strzt-a, 'streit-9/ pl of STRATUM 


stratagem /'strzt-9-d3am, -,d3em/n[C]aplan 
or trick to achieve something © Barry devised sev- 
eral stratagems for escape. 


strategic weapon n[C usually pl] a weapon 
that is designed to attack an enemy from a 
distance 


strategy © /'strzt-a-d3i/ n [C/U] a long-range 
plan for achieving something or reaching a goal, 
or the skill of making such plans 0 [U] Chess is a 
game that requires strategy. 

strategic @ /stra'ti:-d3ik/ adj © The hill was of 
strategic importance for control of the countryside. 
strategically © /stra'ti:-d3ik-li/ advo The cam- 
eras are strategically placed in areas with the most 
criminal activity. 


strategist © /'strzet-o-dzast/ n [C] someone 
who is skilled in planning, esp. in military, political, 
or business matters © Democratic/Republican strate- 
gists 


stratified /'strzt-a ,fard/ adj [not gradable] ar- 
ranged in separate layers © stratified rock © a strat- 
ified society 


stratosphere /'‘strat-e,sfir/ n [U] earth sci- 
ence the layer of gases that surrounds the earth 
from about seven to 30 miles above it 


stratum /'stret-am, 'streit-/ n [C usually pl] pi 

strata a single layer of something © the upper 
strata of society © earth science Engineers could in- 
ject seawater into sandy strata (= layers of the 
earth) beneath the city. 


straw DRIED STEMS /stro:/ n[U] the dried yellow 
stems of crops such as wheat, used for animals or 
for weaving © straw hats/baskets 0 The horse had 
a warm bed of fresh straw. 


TUBE /stro:/ n[C] a thin tube, usually made of plas- 
tic, used to suck a drink from a container 


IDIOM with straw 


e the last straw, the final straw the latest problem 
in a series of problems, that makes a situation im- 
possible to accept © The last straw was when the 
company fired most of the managers. 


strawberry /'stro: ber-i, -ba-ri/ n [C] a small, 
juicy, red fruit shaped like a cone with seeds on its 
surface, or the plant on which this fruit grows 


stray MOVE AWAY /strei/ v [I] to move away 
from a place where you should be or from a direc- 
tion in which you should go © The children were 
told to stay together and not to stray. O The plane 
disappeared after straying several hundred miles off 
course. 


LOST /stre1/ adj [not gradable] 1 (of an animal) hav- 
ing no home, or lost 0 Eric and Lise rescued the stray 
cat and named her Pashmina. 2 Stray also means 
happening by chance and lacking direction: /t was 
just a stray thought | had while washing the dishes. 
stray /stre1/ n [C] © We have given a home to a 
number of strays. 


streak MARK /stri:k/ n[C] a mark of a color that 
is different from what surrounds it, or a thin strip 
of light © Streaks of gray and black colored the mar- 
ble. 0 The comet appeared as a dazzling streak in 
the sky. 
streak /stri:k/ v[T] 0 Her cheeks were streaked with 
sweat and dirt. 

CHARACTERISTIC /stri:k/ n [C] an obvious charac- 
teristic in a personality © He seems to have a mean 
streak that | hadn’t noticed before. 

PERIOD /stri:k/ n[C] a period during which a series 
of things happens © What will the team do after this 
memorable eight-game winning streak? 

MOVE FAST /stri:k/ v [I always + adv/prep] to move 
quickly © The space shuttle rose from its launching 
pad and streaked into the sky. 


stream SMALL RIVER /stri:m/ n[C] a small river 
that flows on or below the surface of the ground 
O Rivers are wider, deeper, and longer than streams. 
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FLOW /stri:m/ n[C] a continuous flow © The faucet 
leaked in a steady stream. © An endless stream of 
traffic clogged the roads today. 
stream /stri:m/ v [I] to move continuously © Rec- 
ord numbers of applications were streaming into our 
offices. © Tears streamed down her cheeks. © Sunlight 
was streaming through the window. 


SEND /stri:m/ v [T] to send continuous sound or 
moving images using computers © Wi-fi network- 
ing allows you to stream music from a PC to the 
device. 
streaming /'‘stri:-m1n/ adj [not gradable] © Jeff's 
new cell phone receives streaming video. 


streamline SHAPE /'stri:m-lain/ v [T] to shape 
something so that it moves as easily as possible 
through air or water © Designers streamlined the 
boat, hoping to improve its performance. 
streamlined /'stri:m-laind/ adj © a streamlined 
shape/appearance 

IMPROVE /'stri:m-lain/ v [T] to change something 
so that it works better, esp. by making it simpler 
© The company streamlined its operations and in- 
creased its profits. 

streamlined /'stri:m-laind/ adj © a streamlined 
system 


street /stri:t/ n [C] 1 a road in a city or town, 
usually with buildings along one or both sides © 
Our daughter lives across the street from us. © Look 
both ways when you cross the street. 2 A street 
sometimes means a road and the SIDEWALKS (= 
paths) along it: The streets were full of people. © A 
group of laughing children ran down the Street. 


streetcar /'stri:t-kar/ n [C] a TROLLEY 


streetlight /‘stri:t-lart/, streetlamp /'stri:t: 
lamp/ n [C] a light, usually on a tall post, that 
lights a road at night 


street people p/n people who have no homes 
and live on the streets 


strength PHYSICAL POWER /stren9, strené/ n 
[U] 1 the ability to do things that demand physical 
effort, or the degree to which something is strong 
or powerful © After having surgery, it takes a while 
to get your strength back. © Making baskets requires 
skill more than physical strength. © The storm is 
gathering/gaining strength. 2 The strength of a 
drug is its ability to have an effect. 
strengthen /'streg:8an, ‘stren-/ v [I/T] to be- 
come more powerful or more difficult to break, or 
to make something stronger © [T] /f something isn’t 
done to strengthen the railroad bridge, it may col- 
lapse. © [1] The tone of her voice strengthened sud- 
denly. © [T] Exercise will strengthen your legs. 

BRAVERY /stren®, strené/ n [U] bravery in dealing 
with difficulties © He showed real strength in refus- 
ing to change his vote in spite of the call from the 
president. 

GOOD FEATURE /strené, strené/ n[C/U] 1 a positive 
quality that makes you more effective © [C] The 
plan had both strengths and weaknesses. © [C] Her 
drive to succeed was a real strength. 2 The strength 
of a company or economy is its ability to produce 


goods, profits, and jobs: [U] a period of continuing 
economic strength 
strengthen /'stren-9an, ‘stren-/ v [I/T] © [T] 
Somehow his illness strengthened their marriage and 
brought them closer together. © [T] Parents can 
strengthen ties with their children. 
NUMBER /stregé, strené/ n [U] the number of peo- 
ple in a group © Estimates of enemy troop strengths 
differed. 


WORD FAMILY strength 


Verbs 
Adverbs strongly 


Nouns strength strengthen 


Adjectives strong 


IDIOM with strength 


eon the strength of something because of some- 
thing © | invested in the company on the strength of 
my brother's advice. 


strenuous /'stren:j9-was/ adj needing or using 
a lot of effort or energy © | think football is much 
more strenuous than baseball. 
strenuously /'stren-ja-wa:sli/ adv © He strenu- 
ously denies that he is guilty. 


strep (throat) /'strep (‘erout)/ n [C] an infec- 
tion of the throat caused by bacteria 


stress © IMPORTANCE /stres/ v [T] to give 
special importance or emphasis to something © I'd 
like to stress the differences between our opinions. 
stress © /stres/ n[U] © There’s constant stress on 
status in this community. 


worRY /stres/ n [C/U] worry caused by a difficult 
situation, or something that causes this condition 
© [U] Luis is under a lot of stress right now. © [C] It’s 
hard to ee with the stresses of raising a family. 
stressed @) /strest/, stressed-out /'strest 'aut/ adj 
© The kids are sick, | just lost my baby-sitter, and our 
toilet doesn’t work — no wonder | feel stressed-out! 
stressful © /'stres-fal/ adj © Working in the emer- 
gency room of a major hospital is highly stressful 
work, 

PRONOUNCE /stres/ v [T] English to pronounce a 
word or syllable with greater force than other 
words in the same sentence or other syllables in 
the same word © In the word “engine,” you should 
stress the first syllable. 
stress /stres/ n[C/U] English o [C] The main stress 
in the word “command” is on the second syllable. 
FORCE /stres/ n [C/U] a force that tends to change 
the shape or strength of an object © [U] /f a metal 
object experiences constant stress, it may bend or 
break. 


WORD FAMILY stress 


Adjectives stressed 
stressful 


Nouns — stress 
Verbs 


stress 


stress fracture n [C] a thin crack in a bone, 
esp. in the leg or foot 


stretch BECOME LONGER /stret{/ v [I/T] 1 to 
reach across a distance or become longer or wider, 
or to cause something to do this © [I] Rubber 
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stretches when you pull it. o [T] The banner was 
stretched across the street. 0 [M] He removed his hat 
and stretched out his arms to embrace her. 2 |f you 
stretch your body, your arms, or your legs, you 
straighten them so that they are as long as possi- 
ble: [T] “I’m so tired, ” she said, yawning and stretch- 
ing her arms. 

stretch /stretf/ n[C] © Before jogging, you should 
always do some stretches (= stretch parts of your 
body). 

BREAK LIMITS /stret{/ v[T] to go beyond, or almost 
beyond, the usual limit of something © Buying a 
new dishwasher will really stretch our budget. 0 We 
try to stretch ourselves in our reading group, picking 
books we wouldn't ordinarily read. 
stretch /stretf/ n[C usually sing] an unusual and 
sometimes difficult situation © Playing two games 
in two days is a bit of a stretch for us, but | think 
we Il make it. 


SPREAD OVER AREA /stretJ/ v [I always + adv/prep] 
to spread over a large area or distance 0 A huge 
cloud of dense smoke stretched across the sky. 
stretch /stretf/ n[C usually sing] an area of land 
or water © Traffic is at a standstill along a five-mile 
stretch of Route 17 just south of Bridgeport. 


EXIST OVER TIME /stretJ/ v [I always + adv/prep] to 
spread over a long period of time © [I] The dispute 
stretches back over many years. O [M] !’d like to 
stretch my mortgage payments out for 30 years. 
stretch /stretf/ n [C usually sing] a continuous 
period of time © We had a long stretch of days with 
sub-zero temperatures last month. 


IDIOMS with stretch 


eat a stretch continuously 0 Sometimes | work for 
ten hours at a stretch. 0 Compare ON END at END 
IDIOMS 

enot by any stretch of the imagination, by no 
stretch of the imagination even if you try, it is still 
difficult to accept © By no stretch of the imagination 
could you think of her as a real artist. 

e stretch your legs to stand or walk after sitting for 
along time © We drove there in five hours, including 
a couple of stops to stretch our legs. 


stretcher /'stretJ-ar/ n [C] a light bed made of 
cloth with poles for a frame, used for carrying peo- 
ple who are injured or dead 


strew /stru:/ v [T] past simp. strewed, past part. 
strewn, strewed to scatter things over a surface © 
The park was strewn with litter after the concert. 


striation /strat'er-fan/ n [C] a pattern of lines 
or GROOVES on the surface of something 


strict /strikt/ adj [-er/-est only] limiting people’s 
freedom to behave as they wish beyond what is 
usual © The school is an old-fashioned institution 
with strict discipline. © Do you think stricter laws 
would help reduce automobile accidents? © He’s not 
a vegetarian in the strictest sense (= if you are ex- 
act about the word’s meaning). 

strictly /'strik-tli/ adv completely or entirely © 
Photography is strictly forbidden. © Public assistance 
is strictly limited to those who are willing to work. © 
Strictly speaking (= Being completely accurate), 


pollen is like a virus in that both are not alive and 
cannot reproduce. 


‘WORD CHOICES Strict 


If someone is very strict in the way he or she 
deals with others, you can describe that person 
as firm. 
| was always very firm with my children. 
If someone is very strict in the way he or she 
deals with a particular thing, you could say that 
person takes a hard line on something. 
The school takes a hard line on bullying. 
A person, government, system, etc., that is 
strict in a way you disapprove of can be de- 
scribed as authoritarian. 
His manner is extremely authoritarian. 
Rules, laws, etc., which are strict can be de- 
scribed as stringent, tough, or tight. 
Stringent safety regulations were introduced 
after the accident. 
We need some tough new measures to 
combat crime. 
Tighter security has resulted in longer waits at 
airports. 
If you think rules are unreasonably strict, you 
can use the adjective draconian. 
He criticized the draconian measures used by 
the police in controlling the demonstrators. 


stride WALK /straid/ v [| always + adv/prep] past 
strode, past part. stridden to walk somewhere 
quickly with long steps © She strode across the room 
and demanded to speak to the manager. 
stride /straid/ n[C] a step, esp. a long step © He 
reached me in one long Stride. 

DEVELOPMENT /straid/ n [C usually pl] an impor- 
tant positive development © They have already 
made great strides in improving service. 


strident /‘straid-®nt/ adj forceful, or very loud o 
strident criticism O a strident voice 


strife /strarf/ n [U] angry disagreement or violent 
actions © civil/ethnic/political strife © He led the 
union through several years of labor strife. 


strike HIT /straik/ v [I/T] past struck 1 to hit or 
physically attack someone or something © [T] A car 
struck the man trying to cross a major highway. © 
[T] She was struck in the back of the head by a ball 
that was thrown across the field. 2 If you strike a 
match, you cause it to burn by rubbing it against 


_ a rough surface. 


strike /stratk/ n [C] a brief military attack © air/ 
military strikes 
CAUSE HARM /stratk/ v [I/T] past struck, past part. 
stricken to bring sudden harm, damage, or injury 
to a person or thing © [T] /t was a disease that struck 
mainly young people. © [|] Many public health offi- 
cials fear that a similar flu virus will one day strike 
again. © [T] He was stricken with polio at the age of 
13 and lost the use of his legs. 
stricken /'strik-an/ adj suffering severely from 
the effects of something © She grew up in a poverty- 
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stricken area of the state. © The little boy got abso- 
lutely panic-stricken when his mother left the doctor’s 
office. 


STOP WORK /stratk/ v [I/T] past struck social stud- 
ies to refuse to continue working because workers 
or their LABOR UNION (= employees’ organization) 
cannot come to an agreement with an employer 
over pay or other conditions of the job © [I] Flight 
attendants are threatening to strike to get more flex- 
ible schedules. 
strike /straik/ n [C/U] © [U] /f the teachers go on 
strike again and close the schools down, | don’t know 
what I'll do with the kids. 
striker /'strat-kar/ n [C] social studies a person, 
esp. a member of a LABOR UNION, who refuses to 
work until a satisfactory agreement with their em- 
ployer has been reached 


CAUSE AN IDEA /straik/ v [T] past struck 1 to cause 
someone to have a feeling or idea about some- 
thing © From what you ‘ve said, it strikes me that you 
would be better off working for someone else. © | was 
struck by her sincerity. 2 To strike also means to 
suddenly cause someone to think of something: / 
was immediately struck by the similarities in their 
appearance. 


DISCOVER /stratk/ v [T] past struck to discover 
something such as oil, gas, gold, etc., under- 
ground at a particular place © to strike gold/oil 


AGREE /straik/ v [T] past struck 1 to agree to or 
achieve a solution © My children and | have struck 
a deal — they can play any kind of music they want 
as long as | don’t hear it. 2 If you strike a balance 
between two things, you try to give an equal 
amount of attention or importance to each: /t’s a 
question of striking the right balance between quality 
and productivity. 


SHOW THE TIME /stratk/ v [I/T] past struck (esp. of 
a clock) to make a sound or a series of sounds that 
show the time © [T] The clock struck midnight. 


WORD FAMILY strike 


Adjectives stricken 
striking 


Nouns | strike 
striker 


Verbs strike Adverbs strikingly 


IDIOMS with strike 


estrike a chord (with someone) to cause you to 
remember that something is connected to you in 
some way © The healthcare reforms struck a chord 
with voters. 

e strike it rich to become suddenly and unexpect- 
edly rich © He struck it rich on the stock market when 
he was only twenty-four. 


PHRASAL VERBS with strike 


e strike back to attack someone who has attacked 
you; RETALIATE © When you bully people long 
enough they are going to strike back. 

e strike down something (of a court) to decide that 
a law or rule is illegal and should be ignored © The 
court struck down the law on the grounds that it was 
unconstitutional. 

estrike out BEGIN to begin a new and indepen- 
dent activity © / needed to strike out on my own. © 


Next year I’m hoping to strike out and find a job 
where | could make some money. 

estrike out (someone) BASEBALL [M] 1 (in base- 
ball) to be called OUT (= lose your chance to hit) 
because you have failed or did not try to hit the 
ball three times © After Buhner struck out, Sorrento 
singled. 2 |f you strike someone out, you PITCH (= 
throw) the ball in a way that the person cannot hit 


\it three times: The relief pitcher struck out the first 


two batters he faced. O Related noun: STRIKEOUT 

e strike out FAIL to try without success; fail O “How 
did you do at the auction?” “We really struck out — 
there wasn’t anything worth getting. ” 

estrike out at someone/something to violently at- 
tack or criticize someone or something © She struck 
out at the royal family in her famous TV interview. 

e strike up something START FRIENDSHIP to create 
or establish a relationship or conversation with 
someone O She struck up a relationship with an artist 
soon after she arrived in Paris. 

estrike up (something) START MUSIC to start to 
play music © The band struck up a medley of Cole 
Porter tunes. 


strikeout /'straik aut/ n[C] (in baseball) the act 
of failing three times to hit the ball or of causing a 
player to do this 0 Nolan Ryan was a great pitcher, 
and usually led the league in strikeouts. O Related 
verb: STRIKE OUT BASEBALL 


striking /'strat-kin/ adj obvious, interesting, and 
(esp. of a person) often attractive © Perhaps the 
most striking feature of this computer is that it is so 
easy to use. O There was a Striking physical resem- 
blance between the two men. O He was a striking 
figure with full beard and flowing, collar-length hair. 
strikingly /'strar-kin-li/ adv © a strikingly beautiful 
landscape © They came to strikingly different conclu- 
sions about what should be done. » Usage: 
graphic, graphical, or striking? at GRAPHIC CLEAR 


string CORD /strin/ n [C/U] a thin length of cord 
© [U] a piece of string 

string /strin/ v [T] past strung to attach a length 
of string or something similar by the ends, so that 
the middle hangs © They strung ribbons of bright 
paper around the room in preparation for the party. 
stringy /'strin:i/ adj [-er/-est only] having the ap- 
pearance of strings, or (of food) hard to chew © 
stringy meat © His black hair was stringy and brushed 
his shoulders. 


MUSIC /strin/ n [C] 1 a thin wire or cord that is 
stretched across a musical instrument and pro- 
duces musical notes when pulled or hit © Guitar 
strings are made from steel or nylon. 2 The strings 
in an ORCHESTRA is a group of instruments that 
produce sound with strings: Violins, cellos, and 
double basses are all strings. 


SET /strin/ n[C] a set of objects joined together in 
a row on a single cord or thread © a string of pearls 
string /strin/ v [T] past strung to put a thread or 
cord through each of a set of things © The child sat 
on the floor, stringing wooden beads. © (fig.) | can 
just barely string together (= say) a couple of sen- 
tences in Japanese. 
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SERIES /string/ n [C] a series of related things or 
events O He told the committee a string of lies. © Her 
new novel is the latest in a string of successes. 


IDIOM with string 


estrings attached special demands or limitations 
that affect something such as an agreement © You 
don't get anything for free - there are always strings 
attached. © | really wanted to give this money to my 
family with no strings attached. 


PHRASAL VERBS with string 


estring along something POSITION [M] to arrange 
things in a line © Occasional gas stations and small 
markets are strung along the roads. 

e string someone along ENCOURAGE [M] to falsely 
encourage someone to believe there is hope of a 
good result © He was stringing along a rep from one 
TV show while trying to book his client on a higher- 
rated program. 

estring out something POSITION [M] to arrange 
things in a line © A set of 10 powerful radio tele- 
scopes were strung out from the Virgin Islands to 
Hawaii. 

estring out something LENGTHEN [M] to cause 
something to last longer than it usually would © 
That ruling could string out the dispute for months. 


string bean n [C] a GREEN BEAN 


stringent /‘strin-d3ant/ adj extremely limiting 
or difficult; severe © Members of the organization 
have to be willing to abide by the stringent rules. © 
The city has stringent fire-safety standards. 


string quartet n [C] a group of four people 
who play music together on instruments with 
strings 


string theory n [C] physics a theory explain- 
ing the character of matter and the forces of the 
universe, based on the idea that they behave more 
like closed circles of string than like points 


string tie n[C] a length of cord, worn with a 
shirt, that goes under the collar and down the 
front and is held by a decorative device at the neck 


strip REMOVE COVERING /strip/ v [T] -pp- 1 to 
remove, pull, or tear the covering or outer layer 
from something © /| have this cabinet that had about 
eight layers of paint on it, and | stripped it down to 
refinish it. 2 lf you strip someone of something, you 
remove it from that person: Canada wants to strip 
Luitjens, a retired University of British Columbia bot- 
any instructor, of his citizenship. 


REMOVE CLOTHING /strip/ v [I/T] -pp- to remove 
your clothes, or to remove the clothes from some- 
one else 0 [M] /t was so hot that we stripped off our 
shirts. © [|] We were told to strip to the waist (= re- 
move our clothes above the waist). © [!] The nurse 
told me to strip down to my underwear (= remove 
all of my clothes except my underwear). 
stripper /'strip-ar/ n [C] someone whose job is 
removing all of his or her clothes to entertain other 
people 
strip /strip/ n [U] 

PIECE /strip/ n [C] a long, flat, narrow piece © a 
strip of land © He didn’t have a bandage, so he ripped 


up his shirt into thin strips. © To prolong the working 
life of your credit card, keep the magnetic strip pro- 
tected from scratches, heat, and moisture. 


stripe /straip/ n [C] 1 a line on a surface that is 
a different color from the rest of the surface © a 
blue tie with gray stripes 2 A stripe is also a partic- 
ular type, esp. when there are many possible 
types: Governments of every stripe (= of all political 
opinions) have a tendency to try to control the press. 
striped /straipt/ adj [not gradable] © a striped 
red-and-white shirt 


strip search n [C] the act of searching for il- 
legal items hidden on or in someone’s body, in 
which authorities force the person to remove all of 
his or her clothes 


striptease /'strip-ti:z/ n[C/U] a performance in 

which someone, usually a woman, takes off 
clothes to entertain people watching, or thts 
activity 


strive /strarv/ v [I] past simp. strove, strived, past 
part. striven, strived to try hard to do something 
or make something happen, esp. for a long time 
or against difficulties o [+ to infinitive] Neither Jef- 
ferson nor Madison was a pacifist, though both 
strove to keep America at peace. 


strode /stroud/ past simple of STRIDE WALK 


stroke TOUCH /strouk/ v[T] to move your hand 
or an object gently over something, usually re- 
peatedly © Asked another question, she stroked her 
chin and closed her eyes before answering. 


MARK /strouk/ n[C] a movement of a pen or pencil 
when writing, or by a brush when painting, or the 
line or mark made by such a movement © With a 
stroke of his pen, the governor signed the bill into 
law. 


ILLNESS /strouk/ n [C] a sudden change in the 
blood supply to a part of the brain, which can re- 
sult in a loss of some mental or physical abilities, 
or death © He suffered a stroke and died two days 
later. 


SWIMMING ACTION /strouk/ n [C/U] a particular 
type of repeated movement used in a method of 
swimming © [U] He swims the breast stroke com- 
petitively, but for his ads he did the butterfly stroke. 


EVENT /strouk/ n[C] an unexpected but important 
event or experience © The bid to take over the com- 
pany was seen as a bold stroke. © To get a job in 
those years was an incredible stroke of luck. 


TIME /strouk/ n [C] an exact time, or a sound or 
series of sounds that show this time © The fireworks 
will start at the stroke of 10. 


stroll /stroul/ v [1] to walk in a slow, relaxed man- 
ner, esp. for pleasure © We could stroll into town if 
you like. 
stroll /stroul/ n [C] © Sometimes he would take a 
stroll before dinner. 


stroller /'strou-lar/ n [C] a small chair having 
wheels, suitable for a small child to sit in and be 
pushed around 


strong PHYSICALLY POWERFUL /stro:n/ adj [-er/ 
-est only] physically powerful or energetic © You 
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must be strong to be able to lift all that weight. © | 
feel a little stronger every day. © Strong winds blew 
down a number of trees. © The doctor prescribed a 
stronger pain-killer. © Related noun: STRENGTH 
PHYSICAL POWER 

DIFFICULT TO BREAK /stro:n/ adj [-er/-est only] not 
easily broken or damaged © The swings are strong 
enough for any of the kids. © Related noun: 
STRENGTH PHYSICAL POWER 
strongly /'stro:n-li/ adv O The castle walls were 
strongly constructed of stone. 

DETERMINED /stro:n/ adj [-er/-est only] having a 
forceful and determined personality © He has a 
strong personality, but don’t let him intimidate you. 
© Related noun: STRENGTH GOOD FEATURE 

IMPORTANT /stro:n/ adj [-er/-est only] having a lot 
of influence or importance © My grandmother had 
a Strong influence on me as a child. © He is a strong 
supporter of the arts in the city. 
strongly /'stro:n:li/ adv © Beliefs are strongly tied 
to culture. 

PERSUASIVE /stro:/ adj [-er/-est only] believed or 
expressed without any doubt; persuasive © She has 
strong opinions about many things. © There are 
strong arguments to support both sides. 
strongly /'stro:n:li/ adv [not gradable] © He is 
strongly opposed to censorship. © Voters strongly 
supported the candidate. 

OBVIOUS /stro:n/ adj [-er/-est only] easily noticed, 
felt, tasted, or smelled; obvious © He bears a strong 
likeness to his brother. © This coffee is too strong! © 
There was a strong smell of gas. 

REALISTIC /stro:n/ adj[-er/-est only] likely or realistic 
O There’s a strong possibility that the naval base will 
close next year. 


strong acid n[C] chemistry an acid with a PH 
of between 1 and 3, whose MOLECULES break 
down into smaller molecules or atoms in water 


strong-arm adj [not gradable] disapproving in- 
volving force and threats to get people to do 
something © The curfew is just another of the city’s 
strong-arm policies. 


strong base n([C] chemistry a BASE CHEMICAL 
whose MOLECULES break down into smaller mol- 
ecules or atoms in water 


strong force n[U] physics the force that holds 
together the PARTICLES (= small pieces of matter) 
in the center of an atom 


stronghold /‘stro:q:hould/ n [C] a place that is 
well defended or is a center for particular beliefs 
or activities © Bears could return to the area that was 
once their last stronghold in Texas. © That county 
has always been a Democratic stronghold. 


strong-minded adj (of people) determined 
and independent in the way they think 


strong-willed adj (of people) determined to 
do what they want, even if other people disagree 
or disapprove © a strong-willed woman 


strove /strouv/ past simple of STRIVE 


struck /strak/ past simple and past participle of 
STRIKE 


structure © ARRANGEMENT /'strak-tfar/ n[C/ 
U] the arrangement or organization of parts in a 
system © molecular structure © [U] Grammatical 
structure changes from language to language. © [C] 
When the United States broke away from England, 
the social structure did not change very much. 
structure © /'strak-tfar/ v [T] © Office hours are 
structured to accommodate individual workers’ 
needs. 
structural © /'strak-tfa-ral/ adj [not gradable] 
© Private ownership of companies was the greatest 
structural change that occurred in the economy. 
structurally @® /'strak-tfa-ra-li/ adv 0 We don’t 
have evidence that the brain is structurally changed 
by stress. 


BUILDING /'strak-tfar/ n [C] something built, such 
as a building or a bridge © The bridge is the longest 
steel structure in the world. 
structural © /'strak-tfa-ral/ adj [not gradable] 
© Many of the city’s buildings suffered structural 
damage as a result of the earthquake. 
structurally @ /'strak-tfa-ra-li/ adv © The vast 
majority of buildings remain structurally sound (= 
they are not in danger of fallling down). 


WORD FAMILY structure 


Nouns Verbs structure 


restructure 


structure 
restructuring 


Adjectives structural Adverbs _ structurally 
struggle TRY HARD /'strag-al/ v [I] to work hard 
to do something © We watched boys on skateboards 
struggle to keep their balance. 
struggle /'strag-al/ n [C] © Central banks every- 
where are still fighting the struggle against inflation. 
FIGHT /'strag-al/ v [I] to fight, esp. physically © He 
struggled with his cousin, and his uncle had to step 
in to calm things down. 
struggle /'strag-al/ n [C] © Both men were ar- 
rested after their struggle in the street. 
MOVE /'strag-al/ v [I] to move with difficulty © She 
struggled out of her chair. 


strum /stram/ v [I/T] -mm- to play a guitar or 


similar instrument by moving the fingers lightly 
across all of the strings together 


strung /stran/ past simple and past participle of 
STRING 


strut WALK /strat/ v [I] -tt- to walk with your 
chest pushed forward and your shoulders back to 
show you are proud © The boys strutted around like 
peacocks, showing off to some girls nearby. 
SUPPORT /strat/ n[C] a support for a structure such 
as an aircraft wing, roof, or bridge 


IDIOM with strut 


estrut your stuff infmi to show other people what 
you can do well © Winnie loves to dance and has 
been strutting her stuff since she was very young. 


stub SHORT END /stab/n[C] the short end which 
is left after the main part of something has been 
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stubble 


used or removed, as of a pencil © / put the ticket 
stubs in my pocket after we went into the theater. 
stubby /'stab-i/ adjo A toddler’s legs are short and 
stubby. 

HURT /stab/ v[T] -bb- to hit your foot or toe against 
a hard object © | stubbed my toe on a rock. 


PHRASAL VERB with stub 


estub out something [M] to stop the end some- 
thing, such as a CIGAR, from burning by pressing 
it against something else 


stubble HAIR /'stab-al/ n [U] the short hair that 
grows on a man’s face if he has not recently 
SHAVED (= cut the hair) 

STEMS /'stab-al/ n [U] the stems left in the ground 
after a crop has been cut 


stubborn /'stab-arn/ adj [not gradable] 1 op- 
posed to change or suggestion © He’s sick, but he’s 
too stubborn to see a doctor. 2 if something is stub- 
born, it is hard to fix or deal with: stubborn stains 
© a stubborn problem 


stucco /'stak-ou/ n[U] a material that is soft and 
wet when it is spread on a surface and is hard 
when it dries, used esp. for covering walls 


stuck STICK /stak/ past simple and past participle 
of STICK 


FIXED /stak/ adj [not gradable] unable to move 
from a particular position or place, or unable to 
change a situation © This door seems to be stuck. © 
| hate being stuck at a desk all day. © Ty got stuck 
with doing the laundry. © Related verb: STICK 
UNABLE TO MOVE 


IDIOM with stuck 


estuck on someone infmi strongly attracted to 
someone © Mark’s wife was stuck on him from the 
day they met. 


stuck-up /'stak'ap/ adj infmi, disapproving too 
proud or satisfied with yourself 


stud MALE ANIMAL /stad/ n [C] a male animal 
kept esp. for breeding 


DECORATION /stad/ n [C] a small, bright-colored 
nail, often specially shaped, that is fixed esp. to 
cloth or leather as decoration 

studded /'stad-ad/ adj [not gradable] © a stud- 
ded jacket 


JEWELRY /stad/ n [C] a small ball fixed to a metal 
post that fits through a hole made in the body, 
esp. in the ear 


POST /stad/ n[C] any of the vertical wood or metal 
posts used to make the frame of a wall 


IDIOM with stud 


e studded with something having a lot of some- 
thing ° a hillside studded with trees 


student /'stu:d-®nt, Southem also -ant/ n[C] 1a 
person who is studying at a school, college, or uni- 
versity O He is a student at the University of Califor- 
nia. 2 Someone who is a student of a particular 
subject is very interested in it: As a nurse, you get 
to be a student of human nature. 


WORD FAMILY student 
Adjectives studious 
Verbs 

Adverbs 


Nouns student 


study 
studies 


study 
studiously 


student body n [C] all of the students in a 
school © Chatsworth School’s student body raised 
$5,000 for the charity. 


studied /'stad-i:d/ adj [not gradable] carefully 
prepared or considered, esp. to create an effect © 
He showed a studied disregard for her concerns. 


studies /'stad-i:z/ pi no See at STUDY LEARN 


studio ROOM /'stu:d-i: ,ou/ n [C] pl! studios a 
room where an artist paints or a musician practices 
© an artist’s studio 


RECORDING PLACE /'stu:d-i: ,ou/ n[C] p/ studios a 
specially equipped place where television or radio 
programs are made or music is recorded 

MOVIE PRODUCTION /'stu:d-i:,o:/ n [C] a place 
where movies are produced, or a company that 
produces movies © Most of the big studios are in 
Hollywood. 


studio apartment, short form studio n[C] an 
apartment with only one room, a bathroom, and 
a kitchen area 


study LEARN /'stad-i/ v [I/T] to learn a particular 
subject or subjects, esp. in a school or college or 
by reading books © [T] Next semester we'll be study- 
ing biology. © [I] I’ve got to study tonight. 

study /'stad-i/ n [C/U] 1 the activity of studying 
© [U] He began the study of violin when he was only 
three. 2 A study is a room used for reading and 
writing in a person’s home. 

studies /'stad-i:z/ p/ n the work a student does 
at school © His studies will suffer if he has to stay 
home for too long. 

studious /'stu:d-i:-as/ adj liking to study © She 
was a Studious child who spent hours reading. > Us- 
age: learn, teach, or study? at LEARN 


WORD CHOICES study = = | | 


if someone is studying something as his or her 
main subject at a college or university, you can 
use the verb major in. 

She majored in philosophy at Harvard. 
Cram or review can be used when someone is 
studying very hard just before an exam. 

She’s cramming for her history exam. 

I’m reviewing for the test tomorrow. 
if someone is studying a subject in order to dis- 
cover new facts, the verb research is often 
used. 

Scientists are researching possible new 

treatments for breast cancer. 


EXAMINE /'stad-i/ v [T] to look at something care- 
fully to learn about it © She studied the embroidery 
to see how it was done. 
study /'stad-i/ n [C] © Studies show that exercise 
is important to health. 
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stupid 


stuff SUBSTANCE /staf/ n[U] a substance or ma- 
terial O What's the black stuff on the rug? © This stuff 
tastes good. 

THINGS /staf/ n[U] a group of different things, ac- 
tivities, or matters © We helped him move his stuff 
to the new apartment. © I’ve got a lot of stuff to do 
this weekend. © They‘d heard all this stuff before. 

FILL /staf/ v [T] 1 to fill the inside of something © / 
can’t stuff another thing into this suitcase. 2 To stuff 
a TURKEY, or other meat or vegetable, is to fill it 
with other food before cooking it. 3 If you stuff 
yourself, you eat a large amount of food: The kids 
stuffed themselves with snacks. 
stuffed /staft/ adj [not gradable] filled with some 
material © Children love stuffed animals. 
stuffing /'staf-1n/ n[U] 1 material that is used to 
fill something © The stuffing was coming out of the 
mattress. 2 Stuffing is also food, usually a mixture 
of bread, onions, and herbs, which is used as a 
filling for TURKEY or other meats or vegetables. 


stuffed-up adj having difficulty breathing 
through your nose because of an illness or ALLERGY 


stuffy FORMAL /'staf-i/ adj formal, boring, and 
not modern © a stuffy, arrogant man 


LACKING AIR /'staf-i/ adj lacking fresh air © The of- 
fice gets so stuffy in the afternoon. 


stumble FALL /'stam-bal/ v [I] to hit your foot 

against something while walking and almost fall, 
or to walk awkwardly as if you might fall © She 
stumbled over a toy. © He stumbled around in the 
dark. 


MAKE A MISTAKE /'stam-bal/ v [I] to make a mis- 
take, or to pause unexpectedly when speaking © 
He stumbled through several early career choices. © 
Several times the reader stumbled over lines in the 
poem. 


PHRASAL VERBS with stumble 


estumble across/on something/someone to dis- 
cover or find something or someone by chance © 
Look at what | stumbled across at the flea market! 
estumble into something to start doing something 
by chance and without an intention © Fry says he 
stumbled into guitarmaking. 


stumbling block n [C) a difficulty that pre- 
vents progress, understanding, or agreement © 
Several major stumbling blocks must be resolved. 


stump PART LEFT /stamp/ n [C] the part of a 
tree, arm, etc. that is left after another part has 
been removed 


CONFUSE /stamp/ v [T] to confuse or cause some- 
one to be unable to understand or explain some- 
thing © He seemed stumped by our questions. 

SPEAK /stamp/ v [I] to talk in support of a politician 
or idea © Taylor stumped for him throughout the 
state. 


stun SHOCK /stan/ v [T] -nn- to shock someone 
so much that the person does not know how to 
react © She was stunned by his generous offer. 
stunning /'stan-1n/ adj © a stunning victory 


MAKE UNCONSCIOUS /stan/ v [T] -nn- to make a 
person or animal unconscious or confused, esp. by 
hitting their head hard © He was stunned by the 
sudden blow to his head. 


stung /stan/ past simple and past participle of 
STING 


stunk /stank/ past simple and past participle of 
STINK 


stunning /'stan-in/ adj {not gradable] ex- 
tremely beautiful or attractive © They make a stun- 
ning couple. 

stunt DANGEROUS ACT /stant/ n [C] an exciting 
and often dangerous act, usually performed for 
use in a movie by someone specially trained 

ACTIVITY /stant/ n [C] something done mainly to 
attract attention © This was not just some publicity 
stunt. 

PREVENT GROWTH /stant/ v [T] to slow or prevent 
the growth or development of someone or some- 
thing © Drought has stunted this year’s corn crop. 


stunt man n[C] a person whose job is perform- 
ing STUNTS (= difficult physical actions) that are 
too dangerous for the actors in a movie or televi- 
sion show to do 


stupefy TIRE /'stu:-pa,far/ v [T] to tire or bore 
someone so much that the person cannot think or 
do anything © His classes totally stupefied me. 
SURPRISE /'‘stu:-pa,fai/ v [T] to shock someone; 
STUN SHOCK © He was stupefied to learn that he 
was fired. 


stupendous /stu:'pen-das/ adj very great in 
amount or size © He ran up stupendous debts. 


stupid /'stu:-pad/ adj 1 lacking thought or in- 
telligence © | just made another stupid mistake. 2 
infml You might say something is stupid because it 
annoys you: Turn off that stupid program! 
stupidity /stu:'pid-at-i/ n [U] © Can you believe 
my stupidity? | locked my keys in the car! 
Some common alternatives to “stupid” are 
foolish or silly. 


She was really foolish to quit her job like that. 


It was silly of you to go out in the sun without 
a hat. 


If something or someone is stupid enough to 
be funny or strange, you can use the words 
absurd, ridiculous, or ludicrous. 
What an absurd thing to say! 
Do | look ridiculous in this hat? 
I think giving young children such expensive 
jewelry is a ludicrous idea. 
You can describe a stupid person as a fool or 
an idiot. 
You were a fool not to take that job. 
Some idiot dropped a lighted match in the 
wastepaper basket. 
In informal situations, if you think people have 
been stupid, you can say that they are out of 
their minds. > 
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stupor 950 


You must be out of your mind spending so 
much money on a car. 


WORD FAMILY stupid 


Nouns stupidity Adverbs stupidly 


Adjectives stupid 


stupor /'stu:-par/ n [C usually sing] a state in 
which a person is almost unconscious 


sturdy /'stard-i/ adj strong or solid © That ladder 
doesn’t look sturdy enough to hold you. 


stutter /'stat-ar/ v [I/T] to speak or say part of a 
word with difficulty, esp. by repeating it several 
times or by pausing before it © [I] He doesn’t nor- 
mally stutter when he speaks. 
stutter /'stat-ar/ n[C] O | type up tapes of people 
talking, all the stutters and everything. 


style © WAY /stail/ n [C/U] 1 a way of doing 
something that is typical of a person, group, place, 
or time © [C] Puente fused Latin with other musical 
styles. O [C] The book is written in the style of an 
18th-century novel. © [U] His portraits were awkward 
in style. 2 Style is also a special quality that makes 
a person or thing seem different and attractive: [U] 
I like this team — the players have style. 
stylistic /star'lis:ttk/ adj © The first major stylistic 
change in popular music after rock was punk. 
stylize © /'stail-aiz/ v [T] to show or do some- 
thing in a particular style © Looking for ways to re- 
arrange, stylize and add inspiration to your work 
area? 
stylized © /'stail ,a1zd/ adj art represented in a 
way that simplifies details rather than trying to 
show naturalness or reality O Curtis took stylized 
photographs of Native Americans. 


DESIGN /stail/ v [T] to arrange or design hair, 
clothes, a room, etc., so that it looks attractive © 
Most women style their hair. 
style © /stail/ n[C] 1 They had hundreds of styles 
(= designs) of light fixtures in stock. 2 Style also 
means fashion: [C] | keep up with the latest styles. 
© [U] The classic black dress is always in style. 3 art 
Style also refers to particular features of art that are 
found in a group of artists who lived and worked 
at the same time. 
stylish © /'star-l1f/ adj © stylish people © stylish 
clothing 
Stylist /'star-last/ n [C] © She gave up a career as 
a fashion stylist to rear two daughters. 


WORD FAMILY style 


Nouns | style 
stylist 
style 


Adjectives stylish 
Stylistic 


VeEDs stylized 


Adverbs stylishly 


stymie /'star-mi/ v[T] pres. part. stymieing to pre- 
vent someone from achieving a goal or doing 
something that had been planned © Students were 
stymied by the test. 


Styrofoam /'stat-ra,foum/ n [U] trademark a 
light, usually white plastic used to make containers 
that prevent foods and liquids from changing tem- 
perature or to protect delicate objects inside con- 
tainers © a Styrofoam cup/cooler © Styrofoam 
packing materials 


suave /swav/ adj (esp. of men) having a pleasant 
and charming manner that may not be sincere © 
He’s a suave Texas-bred lawyer. 


sub REPLACEMENT /sab/ n [C] short form of SUB- 
STITUTE TEACHER 
sub /sab/ v [!] -bb- © She subs at three schools. 


SHIP /sab/ n[C] short form of SUBMARINE © a nuclear 
sub 

FOOD /sab/ n [C] 
(SANDWICH) 


subatomic / sab-a'tam-1k/ adj [not gradable] 
physics smaller than or within an atom 


subcommittee /‘sab-ka ,mit-i/ n [C] a num- 
ber of people chosen from a COMMITTEE (= a small 
group of people who represent a larger organiza- 
tion) to study or manage a particular subject 


subcompact /sab'kam,pakt/ n [C] a very 
small car O We're renting a subcompact. 


subconscious /sab'kan-tfas/ adj [not grada- 
ble] relating to thoughts and feelings that exist in 
the mind and influence your behavior although 
you are not aware of them © On some subconscious 
level he wants to make her miserable. 
subconscious /sab'‘kan-tfas/ n[U] © My subcon- 
scious works on things while I’m asleep. 
subconsciously /sab 'kan-tfa-sli/ adv [not grad- 
able] © When people see these pictures, they subcon- 
sciously think of their childhoods. 


subcontractor /sab'kan-traek-tar, ,sab-kan 
'treek-/ n [C] a person or company that a CON- 
TRACTOR pays to do part of the work that the con- 
tractor has agreed to do © an electrical 
subcontractor 


subculture /'sab ,kal-tfar/ n [C] the way of life, 
customs, and ideas of a particular group of people 
within a society, which are different from the rest 
of that society © An entire subculture grew up 
around female bodybuilding. 


subdivide /'sab-di ,vaid/ v [T] to divide some- 
thing into smaller parts 
subdivision /'sab-di,viz-an/ n[C] 1 The book’s 
chapters have major subdivisions. 2 A subdivision is 
also an area of land containing many homes built 
at about the same time: We moved to a brand-new 
subdivision in 1965. 


subduction /sab'dak-fan, sab-/ n [U] earth 
science a situation in which of one of the earth’s 
PLATES (= large layer of rock that the earth’s surface 
is made of) slides under another, often causing an 
EARTHQUAKE or VOLCANO 


subdue /sab'du:/ v [T] to reduce the force of 
(someone or something) © She’d be hard to subdue 
if she got mad. 


short form of SUBMARINE 
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subdued /sab ‘du:d/ adj 1 (of color or light) not 
very bright, or (of sound) not very loud © a sub- 
dued voice © a subdued chalk-stripe suit 2 A person 
who is subdued is unusually quiet: Most of the fans 
were subdued, quietly waiting for the race to start. 


subgroup /'sab-gru:p/ n [C] a smaller group 
that is in some way different from the larger group 
to which it belongs © The Chinese make up the larg- 
est Asian subgroup. 


subject AREAOFDISCUSSION —/‘sab-d3ikt, 
-dzekt/ n [C] something that is being discussed or 
considered © School officials broached the subject of 
extending the school year. © It seemed like a good 
idea to change the subject. 


SCHOOL COURSE /'sab-d3ikt, -dzekt/ n [C] an area 
of knowledge that is studied in school or college 
O My favorite subjects are history and geography. 

PERSON /'sab-daikt, -dzekt/ n [C] a person who 
lives or who has the right to live in a particular 
country, esp. a country with a king or queen © a 
British subject © Compare CITIZEN 


GRAMMAR /'sab-daikt, -dzekt/ n [C] grammar the 
person or thing that performs the action of a verb, 
or which is joined to a description by a verb © 
“Bob” is the subject of the sentence, “Bob threw the 
ball.” © Compare OBJECT GRAMMAR 


IDIOM with subject 


e subject to something 1 likely to experience or suf- 
fer from something © The bay is subject to heavy 
fog in summer. © If the plants are growing well, 
they'll be less subject to pests. 2 If an action or event 
is subject to something, it needs something to 
happen before it can take place © The agreement 
is still subject to approval by the League's 30 teams 
and the players. 


PHRASAL VERB with subject 


esubject someone/something to something to 
cause someone or something to experience some- 
thing, esp. something unpleasant © | hate being 
subjected to boring lectures. 


subjective /sab ‘d3ek-tiv/ adj influenced by or 
based on personal beliefs or feelings, rather than 
based on facts © Whether something is objection- 
able is a subjective question. © Opposite: OBJECTIVE 
FAIR OR REAL 


subject matter n [U] the subject of a pro- 
gram, movie, book, article, etc. © Critics were upset 
by the subject matter of the book. 


subjugate /'sab-d3o ,gert/ v[T] fm! social stud- 
ies to defeat people or a country and rule them in 
a way that allows them no freedom 
subjugation /,sab-d3a'ger:fan/ n [U] fm! 


subjunctive /sab'd3agk-tiv/ n [U] grammar 
the MOOD (= form) of a verb used to refer to ac- 
tions that are possibilities rather than facts © /n the 
sentence “I wish | were rich,” the verb “were” is in 
the subjunctive. 


sublet /'sab'let/ v [I/T] pres. part. subletting, past 
sublet to rent all or part of a rented apartment, 
house, or other building to someone else 
sublet /'sab-let/ n [C] © a summer sublet 


subscribe 


sublime SATISFYING /sa'blaim/ adj extremely 
good, beautiful, or enjoyable, and therefore satis- 
fying © sublime food/scenery 


CHANGE /sa'blaim/ v [I/T] chemistry to change a 
solid directly into a gas without the solid first be- 
coming a liquid 
sublimation /,sab-la'mer: fan/ n [VU] 


subliminal /sab'lim-an-4l/ adj not recognized 
or understood by the conscious mind, but still hav- 
ing an influence on it © a subliminal message 


submarine /'sab-ma,ri:n, ,sab-ma'ri:n/, short 
form sub n [C] a ship that can travel under water © 
a nuclear submarine 


submarine (sandwich) /‘sab-ma ,ri:n (‘seen 
dwitf)/, short form sub n [C] Cdn, regional US a long, 
narrow sandwich filled with such things as meat, 
cheese, and vegetables; a HERO (SANDWICH) 


submerge /sab 'm3rd3/ v [!/T] to go below the 
surface of an area of water © [T] Take a normal 
breath and completely submerge yourself. © [|] Seals 
exhale so they can submerge more easily. 


submit © OFFER FOR DECISION /sob'mit/ v[T] 
-tt- to give or offer something for a decision to be 
made by others © Companies are required to submit 
monthly financial statements to the board. 
submission © /sab'mif-an/ n [C/U] © [C] The 
films were chosen from 350 submissions. 

GIVE POWER /sab'‘mit/ v [I/T] -tt- to give power or 
authority over a person or group to someone, or 
to accept something unwillingly © [T] He had never 
been able to submit himself to that sort of discipline. 
O [I] All newly hired employees must submit to a 
background check. 
submission @ /sab'mif-an/ n [U] © We raised 
our arms in submission. 
submissive /sab'mis-tv/ adj showing a willing- 
ness to be controlled by other people © a submis- 
sive gesture 


subordinate © /sa'bo:rd-n-at/ adj having a 
lower or less important position © I’m happy in a 
subordinate role. 
subordinate © /sa'baird-®n-at/ n [C] © You 
need to assign this job to a subordinate. 
subordinate © /sa'bo:rd-®n ,eit/ v [T] to treat 
someone or something as less important than 
something else © Japan has a tradition of subordi- 
nating individual desires to group goals. 
subordination © /sa,bo:rd-8n'ei-fan/ n [U] © 
She studies patterns of domination and subordina- 
tion among orangutans. 


subordinate clause n (C] grammar a DE- 
PENDENT CLAUSE 


subpoena /sa'pi:-no, -ni/ v [T] social studies 
law to order someone to go to a court of law to 
answer questions, or to order the appearance of 
documents in a court of law © to subpoena a 
witness 

subpoena /sa'pi:-na, -ni/ n [C] law O The judge 
issued a subpoena. 


subscribe /sab 'skraib/ v [I] to pay money to an 
organization in order to receive a product or use a 
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subsequent 


service regularly © She subscribes to a couple of 
magazines. 
subscriber /sab'skrar-bar/ n [C] © cable TV 
subscribers 
subscription /sab'skrip-fan/n[C] © a magazine 
subscription 


PHRASAL VERB with subscribe 


e subscribe to something to agree with or support 
an opinion, belief, or theory © They all believe the 
same rumors, subscribe to the same theories, and 
write the same Stories. 


subsequent © /'snb-st-kwant, -,kwent/ adj 
[not gradable] happening after something else © 
Everything | do makes me better at each subsequent 
thing. 
subsequently @ /'sab-st-kwant-li, -,kwent-li/ 
adv [not gradable] © He was made a partner, but 
he subsequently retired. 


subservient /sab's3r-vi:-ant/ adj disapproving 
willing to do what other people want, or consid- 
ering your wishes as less important than those of 
other people © /n the past, women were viewed as 
subservient to men. 
subservience /sab's3r-vi:-ans/ n [U] disapproving 
© Your subservience to your boss disgusts me. 


subset n [C] mathematics a set of numbers or 
things that is part of another, larger set 


subside BECOME WEAKER /sab'said/ v [I] (of a 
condition) to become less strong, or (of an activity 
or disagreement) to become less violent © When 
her pain didn’t subside, Matt drove her to the hos- 
pital. © Friction between the groups subsided 
gradually. 


GO DOWN /sab'sard/ v [I] (of a building, area of 
land, or level of water) to go down to a lower level 
O Forecasters predict the high tides will subside today. 


subsidiary © /sab'sid-i: ,er-i, -'std-a-ri/ n[C] a 
company that is owned by a larger company 
subsidiary © /sab'sid-i: ,er-i, -'std-a-ri/ adj 0 All 
the major record companies had subsidiary labels un- 
der their control. 


subsidy © /'sab-sad-i/ n [C] money given as 
part of the cost of something to help or encourage 
it to happen © export subsidies 0 farm subsidies 
subsidize @ /'sab-sa ,daiz/ v [T] to pay part of 
the cost of something © Taxpayers shouldn't sub- 
sidize a golf course. O The tenants live in federally 
subsidized apartments. 


subsist /sab'sist/ v [I] to obtain enough food or 
money to stay alive © These people subsist on rice, 
beans, fruits, and vegetables. 

subsistence /sab'sis-tans/ n [U] what a person 
needs in order to stay alive © Art satisfies a need 
beyond mere subsistence. © Palau’s economy is 
based on subsistence agriculture (= producing 
enough food to feed themselves). 


subsoil /‘sab-soil/ n [U] earth science the layer 
of earth under the TOPSOIL (= the layer of earth in 
which plants grow) 
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substance MATERIAL /'sab-stans/ n [C] a ma- 
terial with particular physical characteristics © The 
pesticide contains a substance that is toxic to insects. 
IMPORTANCE /'sab-stans/ n [U] importance, seri- 
ousness, or relationship to real facts © Surprisingly, 
these filmmakers opted for substance over style. 


WORD FAMILY substance 


Adjectives substantial 
insubstantial 
substantive 


Nouns — substance 


Verbs substantiate 


Adverbs substantially 


substance abuse n [U] medical the use of 
drugs or alcohol in a way that damages a person’s 
life 
substance abuser n [C] medical 


substandard /sab'staen-dard/ adj below a sat- 
isfactory standard © There’s plenty of substandard 
child care available. 


substantial /sab'stzen-tfal/ adj large in size, 
value, or importance © He took a substantial 
amount of money. © They do a substantial portion 
of their business by phone. 
substantially /sab'stzen-tfa-li/ adv to a large 
degree © Serious crime is down substantially. 


substantiate /sab'stzn-tfi: e1t/ v [T] fmi to 
show something to be true, or to support a claim 
with facts 0 They have enough evidence to substan- 
tiate complaints of vandalism. 


substantive /'sab-stan-trv/ adj having real im- 
portance or value © a substantive issue/matter O 
substantive talks/negotiations 


substitute © /'sab-sta,tu:t/ v [I/T] to use 
someone or something instead of another person 
or thing © [T] You can substitute oil for butter in this 
recipe. © [|] He was called on to substitute for the 
ailing star last night. 
substitute © /'sab-sta,tu:t/ n[C] © Talk is a poor 
substitute for action. 
substitution © / sab-sta'tu:: fan/ n [C/U] © [U] 
Substitution of less costly materials for bricks will hurt 
brick-makers. © [C] People who have difficulty di- 
gesting beans can make substitutions. 


substitute teacher, short form sub, substi- 
tute n[C] a teacher who replaces another teacher 
who is absent from work © We had a substitute in 
math yesterday. 


substrate /'sab-streit/ n [C] biology 1 a sub- 
stance or surface which an organism grows and 
lives on and uses as food 2 A substrate is also a 
substance which an ENZYME (= substance pro- 
duced by living cells) acts on to produce a chem- 
ical reaction. 


subsume /sab'su:m/ v[T] to include something 
in a larger group or a group in a higher position 


subterfuge /'sab-tar fju:d3/ n [C/U] an action 
taken to hide something from someone © [U] His 
excuse sounded more like subterfuge than a real 
reason. 


foal 
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subterranean /,sab-ta'rer-ni:-an/ adj [not 
gradable] under the ground © a subterranean pas- 
sage/river 


subtitle /‘sab ,tait-2l/ n [C] writing a word, 
phrase, or sentence that is used as the second part 
of a book title and is printed under the main title 
at the front of the book, or the words shown at 
the bottom of a film or television picture to explain 
what is being said in another language 

subtitle /'sab ,tart-l/ v [T] © The novel is subtitled 
“A Fable.” 


subtle /'sat-®l/ adj 1 not loud, bright, noticeable, 
or obvious © subtle flavors © a subtle shade of pink 
C The subtle nuances of English pronunciation are 
hard to master. 2 Subtle can also mean small but 
important: There are subtle differences between the 
two. 
subtly /'sat-4l-i, 'sat-li/ adv © He subtly affects the 
lives of everyone he encounters. 
subtlety /'sat-al-ti/ n [C/U] © [U] Her acting was 
full of subtlety. © [C] He’s baffled by the subtleties of 
modern life. 


subtotal /'sab ,tout-I/ n [C] the total of one set 
of numbers to which other numbers will be added 
© Add the tax to the subtotal. 


subtract /sab 'traekt/ v [T] mathematics to take 
a number or amount away from another number 
or amount © Four subtracted from ten equals six. © 
Compare ADD CALCULATE; DIVIDE CALCULATE 
subtraction /sab 'trak: Jan/ n[C/U] mathemat- 
ics the process of taking one number or amount 
away from another number or amount © [U] The 
test involves simple addition and subtraction. 


subtraction sign n [C] mathematics the 
symbol -, used to represent subtraction or show 
that a number is less than zero 


subtropical /sab'trap-1-kal/, subtropic /sab 
'‘trap-1k/ adj [not gradable] of or characteristic of 
the areas bordering the TROPICS (= hottest area of 
the earth) 


subunit /'sab ju:-nat/ n [C] biology a part of a 
MOLECULE, esp. a molecule of PROTEIN (= chemical 
in all living cells) 


suburb /'sab-3rb/ n[G] an area outside a city but 
near it and consisting mainly of homes, sometimes 
also having stores and small businesses © [pl] Most 
of the people who live in the suburbs work in the city. 
suburban /sa'b3ar-ban/ adj © He grew up in a 
wealthy suburban community near Chicago. 
suburbia /sa'bar-bi:-a/ n [(U] the suburbs of a 
city, or suburbs in general 


subversion /sab'v3r-3an/ n [U] world history 
an attempt to change or weaken a government or 
to remove it from power by working secretly 
within it 

subversive /sab'v3r-siv, -z1v/ adj tending to 
weaken or destroy an established political system, 
organization, or authority © The FBI had the duty of 
obtaining evidence of subversive activity. 
subvert /sab'vart/ v [T] fm! © The book describes 
the techniques that Hitler used to subvert democracy 
in the Weimar Republic. 


subway /'sab-wei/ n [C] 1 an underground, 
electric railroad in a city © Take the subway to Times 
Square. 2 Br A subway is an underground passage 
that people who are walking can use to cross un- 
der a busy street. 


succeed ACHIEVE SOMETHING /sak'si:d/ v[I] to 
achieve something that you have been aiming for, 
or (of a plan or piece of work) to have the desired 
results © She’s been trying to pass her driving test for 
years and she finally succeeded. © He succeeded in 
building the business into one the leaders in its field. 


USAGE 
succeed 


Remember that succeed is often followed by 
the preposition in and a verb in the present 
participle (the -ing form). It is never followed 
by an infinitive. 

Two prisoners succeeded in escaping. 


Fwe-prisoners- succeeded to-eseape- 


FOLLOW /sak'si:d/ v [T] fmi to take the place of an- 
other person or thing © [T] Kamen was named com- 
pany chairman, succeeding Robert Schwartz, who is 
retiring after 44 years. 


WORD FAMILY succeed 


Nouns success Adjectives successful 
succession unsuccessful 
successor successive 

Verbs succeed Adverbs successfully 


unsuccessfully 


success /sak'ses/ n [C/U] the achieving of de- 
sired results, or someone or something that 
achieves positive results © [U] We’ve tried to contact 
him, but so far without success. © [C] The dinner 
party was a great success. 
successful /sak'ses-fal/ adj achieving desired re- 
sults, or achieving the result of making a lot of 
money © a successful architect/doctor/lawyer © For- 
tunately, my second attempt at starting a business 
was more successful than my first. 
successfully /sak'ses-fa-li/ advo A number of pa- 
tients have been successfully treated with the new 
drug. 
USAGE 
success 
Be careful to choose the correct verb with this 
noun. 
The evening was a great success. 
They tried for weeks but had little success. 
They are determined to make a success of the 
plan. 
She-reached-suiceess-as-a-writer: 


succession © /sak'sef-an/ n [C/U] a series of 
things coming one after another © [U] /n rapid suc- 
cession he lost his job, his wife, and his health. © [U] 
(fml) At that time, the secretary of state followed, the 
vice president in line of presidential succession (= the 
order of taking over a position of authority). 
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successive © /sak'ses-iv/ adj [not gradable] 
happening one after the other © /t was the team’s 
third successive defeat. 
successively /sak'ses-1v-li/ adv 


successor @ /sak'ses:ar/ n [C] someone or 
something that next has the job, place, or position 
that was held by another © The company will an- 
nounce the appointment of a successor to its retiring 
chairman at the next board meeting. 


success story n [(C] something or someone 
who achieves an unusual degree of success 0 My 
mother’s sister, Karla, was a doctor and the success 
story in her family. 


succinct /sak'sinkt, sa'sinkt/ adj (of writing or 
speech) clear and short; expressing what needs to 
be said without unnecessary words © Keep your let- 
ter succinct and to the point. 


succulent /'sak-ja-lant/ adj (of food) pleasantly 
juicy © The sirloin is a quality piece of meat, tender 
and succulent. 


succumb) /sa'kam/ v [I] 1 to lose the determi- 
nation to oppose something, or to give up and 
accept something that you first opposed © She suc- 
cumbed to temptation and had a second helping of 
ice cream. 2 If you succumb to an illness, you die 
from it. 


such SOGREAT /satj, satf/ adj used before a 
noun or noun phrase to add emphasis © /’ve never 
in my life had such delicious food. © It seems like such 
a long way to drive. © It was such a pity they missed 
the show. © [+ that clause] /t was such a large fire 
that over 100 firefighters were on the scene. 


OF THAT TYPE /satJ, satf/ adj, pronoun of that or a 
similar type © With such evidence, they should have 
no difficulty getting a conviction. O Small companies 
such as ours are having a hard time. © They'll pay 
our expenses, such as food and lodging. © (infml) We 
talked about the kids and the weather and such (= 
and that type of thing). 


such and such /'satf-an,sat{/ adj, pronoun 
used to represent a specific person or thing when 
you cannot or do not want to give the actual in- 
formation © /f they tell you to arrive at such and such 
a time, get there about ten minutes early. 


suck PULLIN /sak/ v [I/T] 1 to pull liquid or air 
into your mouth without using your teeth, or to 
move the tongue and muscles of the mouth 
around something inside your mouth, often in or- 
der to dissolve it © [T] The two-year-old sucked his 
thumb. © [I] Sometimes a baby will hold the pacifier 
in her mouth without really sucking. © [|/T] We were 
all sucking (on) lollipops. 2 Something that sucks 
something in a particular direction pulls it with 
great force: [T] The vacuum cleaner sucks dirt into 
a disposable bag. 


BE BAD /sak/ v [I] slang to be bad or worthless © We 
all thought the movie sucked. 
IDIOM with suck 


eget sucked into something, be sucked into some- 
thing to become involved in a situation when you 


do not want to be involved © / got sucked into the 
argument because | was a friend of the family. 


PHRASAL VERB with suck 


esuck up to someone disapproving to try to win the 
approval and good opinion of someone in au- 
thority © She’s always sucking up to the boss, telling 
him how wondertul he is. 


sucker FOOLISH PERSON /'sak-ar/ n[C] infmila 
person who believes everything you say and is 
therefore easy to deceive 2 If you are a sucker for 
something, you like it so much that you cannot 
refuse it: fosie’s a sucker for burnt almond ice cream. 


THING /'sak-ar/ n [C] infmi used to refer to a thing 
that is surprising or that is causing trouble 0 My 
car won't start again, and hopefully between the two 
of us we can figure out how to make that sucker 
work. 


CANDY /'sak-ar/ n [C] a LOLLIPOP 


suction /'sak-fan/ n[U] the process of reducing 
air pressure by removing air or liquid from an en- 
closed space, or the force created by this reduction 
that causes two surfaces to stick together © Cylin- 
der vacuum cleaners work entirely by suction. 


sudden /'sad-®n/ adj happening or done quickly 
or unexpectedly © The cyclist lowered his head and 
put on a sudden burst of speed. 
suddenly /'sad-8n-li/ adv © Suddenly, from some- 
where behind us, a loud voice spoke out. O Carpenter 
suddenly felt dizzy. 


WORD FAMILY sudden 


Adjectives sudden Adverbs suddenly 


sudden death n [C usually sing] a method of 
deciding who will win a game when the score for 
each team is equal, in which the first player or 
team to score wins © The game went into sudden 
death overtime, and Cleveland’s field goal won the 
game. 


suds /sadz/ pl n the mass of small bubbles that 
forms on the surface of a liquid, esp. on water 
mixed with soap 


Sue /su:/ v [I/T] to take legal action against a per- 
son or organization, esp. by making a legal claim 
for money because of some harm that the person 
or organization has caused you © [T] She was hit 
by a city bus and is suing the city for $2 million. 


suede /sweid/ n [U] leather whose surface has 
been made slightly rough so that it is soft but not 
shiny © She decided to wear her brown suede shoes. 


suffer EXPERIENCE /'saf-ar/ v[I/T] to experience 
or show the effects of something bad © [T] About 
50,000 bicyclists suffer serious head injuries each 
year. © [T] Block’s own farm has suffered large finan- 
cial setbacks. © [I] If you and your husband have jobs 
in different cities, your marriage is likely to suffer. 

FEEL PAIN /'saf-ar/ v [I] to experience physical or 
mental pain © She suffers in cold weather when her 
joints get stiff. O He suffers from migraine headaches. 
sufferer /'saf-a-rar/ n [C] someone who experi- 
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ences physical or mental pain of a type that is men- 
tioned © High pollen counts are bad news for allergy 
sufferers. 

suffering /'saf-a-rin/ n (U] © The prolonged 
drought and famine caused widespread suffering. 


WORD FAMILY suffer 


Nouns 


Verbs suffer 


Adverbs 


sufferer 


suffering insufferably 


Adjectives insufferable 


suffice /sa'fais/ fmi to be enough © The problems 
were of global importance, and only an international 
effort would suffice to deal with them. 


sufficient © /sa'fif-ant/ adj [not gradable] 
enough for a particular purpose © [+ fo infinitive] 
The company did not have sufficient funds to pay for 
the goods it had received. 
sufficiency © /sa'fif-an-si/ n(U] an amount of 
something that is enough for a particular purpose 
sufficiently © /sa'fif-ant-li/ adv [not gradable] 
0 [+ to infinitive] Kulkowski hopes to have recovered 
sufficiently from his knee injury to play in the semi- 
finals next week. 


suffix /'saf-tks/ n([C] grammar a letter or group 
of letters added at the end of a word to make a 
new word © In the word “quickly,” “-ly” is a suffix 
meaning “in the specified manner.” © Compare 
PREFIX 


suffocate /'saf-9,keit/ v [I/T] to die because of 
a lack of oxygen, or to kill someone by preventing 
that person from breathing © [I] The government 
warned parents yesterday not to let infants sleep on 
small plastic pillows because the babies could 
suffocate. 


suffrage /'saf-rid3/ n (U] social studies tmi the 
right to vote in an election © She wrote a book 
about the women’s suffrage movement in America. 


sugar /'Jug-ar/ n[U] biology a sweet substance 
obtained esp. from particular plants and used to 
make food and drinks sweet 


suggest MENTION /sag 'dzest, sa-/ v[T] to men- 
tion an idea, possible plan, or action for other peo- 
ple to consider © They were wondering where to 
hold the office party and | suggested the Italian res- 
taurant on Main Street. © [+ that clause] | suggest 
that we ask someone for directions, or we'll never find 
the place. 
suggestion /sag 'd3es-tfan, so-/ n [C/U] © [C] 
She made some helpful suggestions on how to cut 
our costs. © [C] They didn’t like my suggestion that 
we should all share the cost. © [U] We’re open to 
suggestion (= willing to listen to other people’s 
ideas). 


WORD CHOICES suggest 
If someone suggests a plan or action, especially 
in business, you can use nouns such as pro- 
posal or proposition. 


The proposal for a new stadium has been 
rejected. 


dz jump | j yes 


He wrote to me with a very interesting 
business proposition. 
A suggestion about what to do is sometimes 
described as a thought or idea. 
Rebecca has a few ideas about how we could 
improve things. 
I’ve had a thought about what we might do 
this summer. 
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SHOW /sag'dzest, sa-/ v [T] to communicate or 
show an idea or feeling without stating it directly 
© His manner suggested a lack of interest in what we 
were doing. © [+ that clause] She’s applied for a lot 
of jobs recently, which suggests that she’s not alto- 
gether happy with her position. 
suggestive /sag 'd3es-tiv, sa-/ adj causing you to 
think about something © They said they had no in- 
tention of hiding the facts, but their behavior was 
suggestive of the opposite. 
suggestion /sag'dzes-tfan, sa-/ n [C] some- 
thing that shows the existence of something but 
is not obvious © Police said there was no suggestion 
of foul play and that the death was the result of an 
accident. 


suicide /'su:-a,said/ n [C/U] 1 the act of killing 
yourself intentionally © [U] She threatened to com- 
mit suicide. 2 Suicide can also refer to any act that 
has the effect of causing defeat: [U] It would be 
political suicide for him to refuse to support his own 
party’s platform. 
suicidal /,su:-a'satd-4l/ adj 1 having the ten- 
dency to want to kill yourself 2 Suicidal also means 
likely to cause your own defeat: The union leader 
argued that a strike now would be suicidal. 


suit WORK WELL /su:t/ v [T] 1 to be convenient 
or work well for someone or something © What 
time suits you best? © The job of a salesman seems 
to suit him. 2 To suit also means to make someone 
look more attractive: That new hairstyle really suits 
you — you look terrific. 
suitable /'su:t-9-bal/ adj being right or correct 
for a particular situation or person © The book is 
suitable as a text for a course in beginning chemistry. 
© The movie may not be suitable for very young 
children. 
suitability /,su:t-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] > Usage: fit or 
suit? at FIT CORRECT SIZE 


WORD CHOICES suitable 


A common alternative to “suitable” is the ad- 
jective appropriate. 
ls this film appropriate for young children? 
You should bring appropriate footwear. 
if an action is suitable for a particular situation, 
you can use the adjectives apt or fitting. 
“Unusual,” yes, that’s a very apt description. 
The promotion was a fitting reward for all his 
hard work. 
The adjective right can also be used to show 
that someone or something is suitable for a 
particular situation. 
I’m not sure that she’s the right person for the 
job. > 
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suitcase 


Is this the right way to do it? 
lf someone or something is very suitable, you 
can use the adjective perfect. 

It’s a perfect day for a picnic. 

She’d be perfect for the job. 
The expression in keeping with is sometimes 
used when something is suitable for a partic- 
ular style or tradition. 

The antique desk was very much in keeping 

with the rest of the furniture in the room. 


CLOTHES /su:t/ n[C] 1 a set of clothes made of the 
same material and usually consisting of a jacket 
and pants or skirt 2 A suit is also a set of clothes 
or a piece of clothing to be worn in a particular 
situation or for a particular activity: a bathing suit 
3 slang A suit is also someone in business, esp. 
when compared with an artist or ordinary worker: 
The network suits don’t care about the fans who 
show up at the ballpark. 


LEGAL CASE /su:t/ n[C] a LAWSUIT © She brought a 
suit against the HMO for medical malpractice. 


CARD TYPE /su:t/ n [C] any of the four types of 
cards in a set of playing cards, each having a dif- 
ferent symbol printed on it © The four suits in a deck 
of cards are hearts, spades, clubs, and diamonds. 


PHRASAL VERB with suit 


e suit up to prepare to take part in something, esp. 
a sport, by putting on a uniform © Anderson suited 
up only in Games 3 and 4 because of an injured right 
shoulder. 


suitcase /'su:t-kers/ n[C] a large container with 
a handle and often with wheels for carrying clothes 
and possessions while traveling © Have you packed 
your suitcase yet? 


suite ROOMS/FURNITURE /swi:t/ n[C] 1 a set of 
connected rooms, esp. in a hotel O Guests were 
invited to the publisher’s hospitality suite to meet the 
author. 2 A suite is also a set of matching furniture 
for one room: They bought a living room suite con- 
sisting of a sofa and two easy chairs. 


MUSIC /swi:t/ n [C] music a piece of music that 
consists of a set of related pieces, all for the same 
instruments 


suitor /'su:t-ar/ n[C] 1 aman who wants a par- 
ticular woman to agree to marry him 2 A suitor is 
also a person or company that wants to take con- 
trol of another company. 


sulfate /'sal-fert/ n [C] chemistry a substance 
formed from SULFUR, oxygen, and another 
element 


sulfide /'sal-faid/ n [C] chemistry a chemical 
formed from SULFUR and another element 


sulfur, sulphur /'sal-far/ n [U] a pale yellow 
chemical element with a strong smell that is found 
in various physical forms and burns with a blue 
flame 


sulfuric acid /sal'fjur-tk 'zes-od/ n [U] chem- 
istry a STRONG ACID with no color 
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sulk /salk/ v [I] to be silent and unpleasant be- 
cause you are angry or annoyed © She pouts and 
sulks, and she almost never smiles or laughs. 


suilen /'sal-an/ adj silent and unpleasant © They 
stared at him with an expression of sullen dislike. © 
(fig.) The skies looked very sullen (= dark and 
unpleasant). 


sulphur /'sal-far/ n (U] SULFUR 


sultan /'salt-®n/ n [C] a title of someone who 
rules or governs in some Muslim countries 


sultry HOT /'sal-tri/ adj (of weather) very hot and 
HUMID (= with air that contains very small drops 
of water) © /t was a sultry night, and | was walking 
home. 


ATTRACTIVE /'sal-tri/ adj sexually attractive © a sul- 
try dance 


sum © AMOUNT OF MONEY /sam/ n [C] a par- 
ticular amount of money © The sum involved in the 
sale was not reported. 


TOTAL /sam/ n[U] 1 mathematics a total found 
by the addition of two or more numbers © The sum 
of seven and twelve is nineteen. 2 In sum is said 
before giving a final, brief statement describing 
something: /n sum, the American public did not per- 
ceive global warming as urgent. 


PHRASAL VERB with sum 


esum up (something/someone) € [M] to express 
briefly the important facts about something or the 
characteristics of someone © The oral report should 
sum up the main points of the written essay. © He’s 
a man with a big ego ~ that about sums him up. 


summary © /'sam-a-ri/ n [C] 1 a brief, clear 
statement giving the most important facts about 
something © The assignment was to write a sum- 
mary of the news. 2 In summary is said before giv- 
ing a final, brief statement: In summary, Chen's 
book is a good introduction to the subject. 
summarize @ /'sam:a,raiz/ v [!/T] © [T] Before 
each episode, the narrator summarizes earlier events 
in the story. 
summarization © /,sam-a-ra'zer-fan/ n [U] 
the act of providing a clear statement of the im- 
portant points 


summation © /sam'er fan/ n [C/U] a short 
statement of the main points of what someone has 
done, said, or written © Marylanders deserve a com- 
plete and accurate summation of the facts in this 
debate. 


summer /'sam-or/ n[C/U] the season of the year 
between spring and fall, lasting from June to Sep- 
tember north of the equator and from December 
to March south of the equator, when the weather 
is warmest © [C] We always spend our summers on 
the island. 


summer school n [C] classes that students at 
a school, college or university can take during the 
summer 


summertime /'sam-ar ,taim/ n[U] the season 
of summer © We get quite a few tourists here in the 
summertime. 
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summer vacation n [C] a vacation during 
the summer, esp. the time when students are not 
in school © We took several short trips during sum- 
mer vacation. 


summit TOP /'sam-at/ n [C] the top or highest 
point, esp. of a mountain © We climbed to the sum- 
mit of Mount Rainier. 


MEETING /'sam-at/ n[C] a meeting of government 
leaders from several countries © The economic sum- 
mit did not accomplish all that the President had 
hoped it would. 


summon /'sam-an/ v [T] 1 to order someone 
come to a particular place, or to officially tell some- 
one to be present © The president summoned an 
emergency meeting of his advisers. © | have been 
summoned to appear in court. 2 To summon is also 
to find, call, or gather together something for use: 
| couldn’t summon any strength. © He summoned up 
enough energy to prepare a revision of his novel. 3 
To summon is also to remember or imagine some- 
thing: He recollects the streets of Paris when he was 
a student and summons up the faces of fellow 
students. 
summons /'sam:anz/ n [C] pi summonses a de- 
mand to appear in a particular place, esp. in a 
court of law © | received a summons to appear in 
court on June 25th. 


sumptuous /'sam-tfa-was/ adj of high quality, 
and often expensive © / had never seen such a 
sumptuous apartment. 


sum total n [C) the whole amount © That's the 
sum total of our knowledge about this. 


sun /san/ n[U] 1 the star around which the earth 
moves and that provides light and heat for the 
earth © The sun is the center of our solar system. 
> Picture: eclipse; solar system 2 Sun also means 
the light or heat that the earth receives from this 
star: Sit in the sun where it’s a lot warmer. 
sun /san/ v [I/T] -nn- © [T] All morning, the cat 
sunned herself on the stone wall. 
sunny /'san-i/ adj 1 Flowers filled a sunny corner 
of the garden. 2 A person who is sunny is happy 
and pleasant. 


Sum. n abbreviation for SUNDAY. 
sunbathe /'san-berd/ v [I] to sit or lie in the sun 


sunburn /'san-b3rn/ n (U] sore, red skin caused 
by too much time in the sun © A long day at the 
beach gave him a bad sunburn. 


sundae /'san-di, -det/ n[C] ice cream with a top- 
ping of sweet sauce, nuts, and cream 


Sunday /'san-di, -de1/, abbreviation Sun. n [C/U] 
the day of the week after Saturday and before 
Monday 


Sunday school n[C] a religious school for chil- 
dren held on Sunday by many Christian churches 


sundial /'san-dail/ n [C] a device that uses the 
light of the sun to show the time of day 


sundry /'san-dri/ adj [not gradable] several and 
different types of; various © Diaz is surrounded by 
sundry laboratory equipment. 


superb 


sunflower /'san flau-ar, -flaur/ n [C] a tall plant 
having a large, round, flat, yellow flower whose 
seeds can be eaten or used to make cooking oil 


sung /san/ past participle of SING 


sunglasses /'san glzes-as/ pin dark glasses you 
wear to protect your eyes from the light of the sun 


sunk SINK /sank/ past simple and past participle of 
SINK 


IN TROUBLE /sagk/ adj [not gradable] infm/ experi- 
encing serious trouble, or unable to solve a prob- 
lem © If | had to pay off that debt, I'd be sunk. 


sunken /'san-kan/ adj [not gradable] lying at the 
bottom of the sea or below a surrounding surface 
oO A few steps below the path lay a beautiful sunken 
garden. © Related verb: SINK GO BELOW WATER 


sunlight /'san-lait/ n [U] light that comes from 
the sun © These flowers need bright sunlight. 


sunlit /'san-lit/ adj lit up by light from the sun © 
a sunlit room/meadow 


Sunni /'son-ni, 'sun-i, ‘su:-ni/ na member of an 
ISLAMIC religious group 
Sunni /'sun-ni, 'sun-i, ‘suz-ni/ adj © a Sunni 
mosque © a Sunni cleric 


sunny /'san-i/ adj [-er/-est only] See at SUN 


sunrise EARLY MORNING /'san-raiz/, sunup 
/'san-np/ n(U] the time in the morning when you 
first see the sun © In winter, | leave the house before 
sunrise. 

SKY APPEARANCE /‘san-raiz/ n [C] the appearance 
of the sky when the sun comes up © a beautiful 
sunrise 


sun roof n [C] an opening like a window in the 
roof of a car 


sunscreen /'san-skri:n/, sunblock /'san-blak/ n 
(U] a substance you put on your skin to prevent it 
from being burned by the sun 


sunset: EVENING /'san-set/, sundown /'san- 
daun/ n [U] the time in the evening when you last 
see the sun 

SKY APPEARANCE /'san-set/ n [C] the appearance 
of the sky when the sun goes down © a brilliant 
purple sunset 


sunshine /'san: fain/ n [U] the light and heat 
that come from the sun © The towels dried quickly 
in the sunshine. 


suntan /'san--tzen/, short form tan n [C] a darker 
skin color that results from being in the sun 


super EXCELLENT /'su:-par/ adj [not gradable] 
infmlexcellent; extremely good © She’s done a super 
job and deserves to be promoted. © Your new haircut 
looks super. 

super /‘su:-par/ adv [not gradable] infml very; ex- 
tremely © Todd’s a super nice guy. 

PERSON /'su:-par/ n [C] short form of SUPERINTEN- 
DENT BUILDING MANAGER 


superb /sv'p3rb/ adj [not gradable] of the very 
best quality; excellent © superb seafood © The cast 
is superb, especially Philip Bosco. 
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Super Bowl 958 


superbly /su'p3r-bli/ adv © a superbly illustrated 
book 


Super Bowl n [C] an important football game 
that is played once a year between the two US 
teams that are the best in their divisions 


superficial NOT DEEP /,su:-par 'f1f-al/ adj Ton 
the surface only; not deep © a superficial wound 2 
If something written or said is superficial, it does 
not show any real understanding of the subject 
and does not include many details: Her book on the 
history of cars in America was extremely superficial. 
3 A person who is described as superficial does not 
want to think seriously about anything, even im- 
portant matters. 
superficially /,su:-par'fif-o-li/ adv © Superfi- 
cially, these books are very different. 

NOT MUCH /,su:-par'fif-al/ adj slight; not much © 
The storm was not bad, and most property damage 
was superficial. 
superficially /,su:-par'frf-a-li/ adv O Half asleep, 
| was only superficially aware of what was going on. 


superfluous /su 'p3r-fla-was/ adj more than is 
needed; extra and not necessary O Our new mayor 
plans to eliminate superfluous programs. O Much of 
the school day is wasted on superfluous activities. 


supergiant /‘su:-par ,dzar-ant/ n[C] earth sci- 
ence an extremely large star that is from 10,000 
to 100,000 times brighter than the sun 


superhero /‘su:-por ,hir-ou, -,hi:-rou/ n[C] -he- 
roes 1 a character in stories or movies who has 
special powers, such as the ability to fly, that are 
used for fighting evil or helping people 2 A super- 
hero is also a person whose actions or achieve- 
ments are far greater than what people expect: 
Police officers are the real superheroes. 


superhighway /\su:-per'har,wei/ n [C] a 
wide road with two or more LANES (= parallel di- 
visions) in each direction, usually separated, and 
on which traffic travels at high speeds 


superhuman /su:-par'hju::man, -'jur-/ adj 
[not gradable] having or needing powers or abili- 
ties that are greater than those of most people © 
Cops say he exhibited superhuman strength in re- 
sisting arrest. 


superimpose /su:-par-1m 'pouz/ v [T] to po- 
sition an image over another image so that both 
images can be seen together 


superintendent PERSON IN CHARGE /jsu:- 
pa-rin'ten-dant/ n [C] a person who is in charge 
of work done and who manages the employees in 
a particular office, department, or area O She was 
appointed superintendent of schools in Tacoma, 
Washington. 

BUILDING MANAGER /,su:-pa-rin'ten-dant/, short 
form super n [C] a person in charge of keeping a 
building in good condition © Ask the superinten- 
dent to check the boiler — we’re not getting any hot 
water. 


superior BETTER /su'pir-i:-ar/ adj [not grada- 
ble] 1 better than average, or better than others 


of the same type © They were clearly the superior 
team. © Some people think acoustic recordings are 
superior to digital ones. 2 disapproving People who 
are superior or behave in a superior way believe 
that they are better than other people: | can’t stand 
Bill’s superior attitude. 0 Compare INFERIOR 
superiority /su,prr-i:':r-at-i, -'ar-at-i/ n [U] ° 
Advertisements are designed to show the superiority 
of one product over its competitors. 

HIGHER /su'ptr-i:-ar/ adj [not gradable] higher in 
rank or position than others © When your superior 
officer gives you an order, you do it. 
superior /su'ptr-i:-ar/ n[C] © We will need a letter 
of recommendation from one of your superiors. 


superlative GRAMMAR /su'p3r-lat-1v/ n [C] 
grammar the form of an adjective or adverb that 
shows the thing or action described has more of 
the quality than all others of the same type © “Fun- 
niest” is the superlative of “funny.” © “Most” is the 
superlative of “more” and “many.” © Compare 
COMPARATIVE 
superlative /su'p3r-lat-1v/ adj [not gradable] 0 
The superlative form of “slow” is “slowest.” 

BEST /su'p3r-lat-1v/ adj [not gradable] of the high- 
est quality; the best O a superlative performance 


supermarket /'su:-par ,mar-kat/ n [C] a large 
store where many different foods and other goods 
used in the home are sold © | have to stop at the 
supermarket on the way home. 


supernatural /jsu:-par'netf-a-ral/ adj (of 
something’s cause or existence) not able to be ex- 
plained by the laws of science © From the center of 
the tree, a supernatural light began to glow. 
supernatural /,su:-par'nztf-a-ral/ n [U] forces 
or events that cannot be explained by science 


superpower /'su:-par ,pau-ar, -,paur/ n[C] any 
of the few countries considered to be among the 
most powerful in the world © a military/economic 
superpower 


supersaturated / su:-por'szetJ-a,rett-ad/ adj 
[not gradable] chemistry containing more of a 
substance than can be absorbed 


supersede / su:-par'si:d/ v[T] to replace some- 
thing older, less effective, or less important or of- 
ficial O Wireless broadband could supersede satellite 
radio one day. © The state law was superseded by 
the federal Family and Medical Leave Act. 


supersonic /\su:-par'san-1k/ adj [not gradable] 
faster than the speed of sound, or able to fly faster 
than sound travels © a supersonic plane O supersonic 
speed 


superstar /'su:-par ,star/ n [C] an extremely fa- 
mous person, esp. esp someone who performs or 
plays a sport © She is definitely one of the superstars 
of country music. 


superstition / su:-par'stif-an/ n [C/U] a belief 
that is not based on reason or scientific thinking 
and that explains the causes for events in ways that 
are connected to magic © [C] Do you have any su- 
perstitions about cutting your hair? 
superstitious /,su:-par'stif-as/ adj © Supersti- 
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tious baseball players will wear the same shirt every 
day when they are on a hitting streak. 


superstructure /'su:-par strak-tfar/ n [C] a 
structure built on top of something else, esp. the 
part of a building above the ground or the part of 
a ship above the main DECK (= floor) 


supervise /'su: par ,vaiz/ v[T] to be responsible 
for the good performance of an activity or job, or 
for the correct behavior or safety of a person © The 
Red Cross supervised the distribution of food to ref- 
ugees. © She supervises 75 employees in our order 
department. 
supervision /,su:-par'vi3-an/ n[U] © City schools 
were placed under state supervision last week. 
supervisor /'su: par ,vat-zer/ n[C] © a nursing/ 
construction supervisor © | have to get off the phone 
— my supervisor just walked into the office. 
supervisory /,su:-par'val-za-ri/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © He applied for a supervisory position in the 
bank. 


supper /'sap-ar/ n [C/U] a meal eaten in the eve- 
ning, esp. when eaten at home and usually the 
main meal of the day © [C] / usually heat a quick 
supper in the microwave when | get home from work. 
o [U] She has supper on the table (= it is ready to 
eat). O Compare DINNER 


suppertime /'snp-ar taim/ n [U] the time in 
the evening when people have a meal © / got home 
well past suppertime. 


supplant /sa'plaent/ v [T] to take the place of 
(something or someone) © Travel videos do not sup- 
plant guidebooks, but they can be useful when plan- 
ning a trip. 


supple /'sap-al/ adj bending or able to be bent 
easily; not stiff © His supple fingers manipulated the 
needle with the utmost delicacy. © (fig.) Adams 
brings a supple (= easily changing) voice to May- 
field’s songs. 


supplement © /'sap-lo-mant/ n [C] 1 some- 
thing that is added to something else in order to 
improve it or complete it; something extra © hor- 
mone/vitamin supplements 2 A supplement is also 
an extra part of a magazine or newspaper: an ad- 
vertising supplement 
supplement @ /'sap-la,ment/ v [T] to add to 
something © She got a second job to supplement her 
income. 
supplementary © /,sap-lo'ment:a-ri, -'men: 
tri/, supplemental /,sap:lo'ment-2l/ adj [not grad- 
able] O Teachers often create supplementary mate- 
rials for their classes. © Some workers are eligible for 
supplemental unemployment benefits. 


supplementary angles p/n geometry two 
angles that together add up to 180° > Picture: 
angle 


supply /so'plai/ v [T] to provide something that 
is needed or wanted, or to provide someone with 
what the person needs or wants © Fran Gebus sup- 
plied the recipe for these muffins. 0 The dam supplies 
San Francisco with water and power. 


O59 support 


supply /sa'plar/ n[C/U] an amount of something 
that is available for use O [U] In New York, demand 
for housing far outstrips supply. © [C] Medical sup- 
plies were desperately needed in the war zone. 
supplies /sa'plaiz/ pln food and other ordinary 
goods needed by people every day © On their 
fourth day out, the climbers began to run low on 
supplies. 

supplier /sa'plat-ar/ n[C] a person, company, or 
country that provides goods of a particular kind © 
They are the world’s largest supplier of baby foods. 


WORD FAMILY supply 


Nouns supplier 
supplies 
supply 


Verbs supply 


supply and demand n [U] the balance be- 
tween the amount of goods available and the 
amount that people want to buy © Oil prices should 
be set by supply and demand, and not artificially 
regulated. 


support ENCOURAGE /sa'p2:rt, -'pourt/ v[T] to 
give encouragement and approval to someone or 
something because you want that person or thing 
to succeed © The president strongly supported 
Egypt’s role in the negotiations. 
support /so'po:rt, -'pourt/ n [U] © The senator 
voiced his support for making health care available 
to all. 
supporter /sa'poirt-ar, -'pourt-ar/ n [C] © He is 
a strong supporter of states’ rights. 
supportive /so'pairt-iv, -'pourt-1v/ adj © They 
were supportive of immigration reform (= They en- 
couraged it). 

HELP /sa'po:rt, -'pourt/ v [T] to help someone or 
something in an emotional or practical way © My 
family always supported me in whatever | wanted to 
do. © Many companies support public television very 
generously. 
support /sa'pa:rt, -'pourt/ n [U] © | got a lot of 
support from my friends and colleagues. 
supporter /sa'po:rt-ar, -'pourt-ar/ n [C] a per- 
son who actively helps someone © Supporters of the 
bill expect it to pass. 
supportive /sa'pairt-iv, -'pourt-iv/ adj giving 
help and encouragement, esp. to someone who 
needs it © Housing is part of the growth of the neigh- 
borhood, and I’m generally supportive of that. 

PROVIDE /sa'po:rt, -'pourt/ v [T] to provide some- 
one with money or physical things that are needed 
© She has to work at two jobs to support her family. 
support /sa'poirt, -'pourt/ n [U] © The govern- 
ment promised financial support to the areas affected 
by the flooding. 


PROVE /sa'po:rt, -'pourt/ v [T] to show or seem to 
prove something to be true © New research sup- 
ports the theory. 
support /sa'pa:rt, -'pourt/ n [U] © He produced 
charts and graphs in support of his argument. 

STOP FROM FALLING /sa'pa:rt, -'pourt/ v [T] to 
hold something firmly or bear its weight, esp. from 
below, to stop it from falling © The pole is supported 
by wires. 
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support group 960 


support /sa'poa:rt, -'pourt/ n [C/U] o[C] The floor 
is held up by wooden supports. © [U] You may have 
to use crutches for support while your ankle heals. 


WORD FAMILY support 


Nouns support 
supporter 


Adjectives supportive 
Verbs 


support 


support group n [C] a group of people who 
meet regularly to give and receive help for a prob- 
lem by talking about it among themselves 


SUPPOSe THINK LIKELY /s9'pouz/ v[I/T] 1 to ex- 
pect or believe © [I] “Will you be going with them?” 
“Yes, | suppose (so).” © [+ (that) clause] “You don’t 
suppose (that) they forgot about meeting us, do 
you?” 2 Suppose can also show that you are guess- 
ing about something: [T] / suppose it’s about six 
months since | last had the brakes checked. 

WHATIF /sa'pouz/, supposing /sa'pou-zin/ con- 
junction (used at the beginning of a sentence or 
clause) what would happen if © Suppose we miss 
the train — what would we do then? 0 Supposing that 
you had that opportunity, Mrs. Gallagher, what 
would you say? 


WORD FAMILY suppose 


Nouns supposition Verbs suppose 


presuppose 


Adjectives supposed 


Adverbs supposedly 


supposed POSSIBLY TRUE /sa'pou:zad, 
-'‘pouzd/ adj [not gradable] believed by many peo- 
ple to be true, but not proven and often doubted 
by the person who is speaking or writing © Night- 
time experiments demonstrated that supposed eye- 
witnesses could not have seen anyone clearly enough 
to identify them at the distances described. 0 The 
cost of the plan far outweighs its supposed benefits. 
supposedly /sa'pou-zad-li/ adv [not gradable] 
O The tickets are supposedly in the mail. 0 I’ve been 
down to the south of England where supposedly King 
Arthur’s castle was. 
supposition /,sap-a'zif-an/ n [C] fml an idea 
that something may be true, although it is not cer- 
tain © [+ that clause] The investment was based on 
the supposition that there was adequate demand for 
a new modern office building. 

RESPONSIBLE FOR /sa'pouzd/ adj [not gradable] 
responsible © The children are supposed to be at 
school by 8:45 a.m. 

INTENDED /sa'pouzd/ adj 1 intended © These bat- 
teries are supposed to J/ast for a year. 2 if you are 
not supposed to do something you are not al- 
lowed to do it: You’re not supposed to park here. 

CONSIDERED /s9'pouzd/ adj [not gradable] consid- 
ered by many people © Her new book is supposed 
to be excellent. 


suppress END BY FORCE /sa'pres/ v [T] to end 
something by force © He either has to begin reforms, 
or he has to suppress the opposition. 
suppression /sa'pref-an/ n [U] 

KEEP HIDDEN /sa'pres/ v [T] to prevent something 
from being expressed or known © He was accused 


of suppressing evidence. O She could barely suppress 
a smile. 

suppression /sa'pref-an/ n[U] © the suppression 
of human rights 


supreme /sa'pri:m, su:-/ adj [not gradable] at 
the highest level © The dictionary was called the su- 
preme authority on all matters relating to the 
language. 
supremely /sa'pri:m-li, su:-/ adv [not gradable] 
© He was supremely self-confident. 
supremacy /sa'prem:a:si, su:-/ n[U] the highest 
authority or greatest power © He approved the su- 
premacy of a strong federal government over the de- 
mands of states. 


Supreme Being n [U] GoD 


Supreme Court n[U] the highest court in the 
US, consisting of nine judges 


surcharge /'ssr-tfard3/ n [C] a charge in addi- 
tion to the usual amount paid for something © /f 
you order the tickets by mail, there is a $5.00 
surcharge. 


sure /fur, Southern also four/ adj [-er/-est only] 4 
certain; without any doubt © “No more dessert for 
me, thank you.” “Are you sure?” © [+ (that) clause] 
I’m sure (that) | left my keys on the table. © [+ ques- 
tion word] /’m not sure where they live. © If there’s 
anything you're not sure of/about, just ask. O He said 
that he wasn’t completely sure of his facts (= not 
certain that his information was correct). © We ar- 
rived early, to be sure of getting a good seat. © [+ to 
infinitive] She’s sure to win. 2 If you are sure of 
yourself, you are confident: She’s much more sure 
of herself since she started work. 
sure /fur, Southern also four/ adv [-er/-est only] © 
“Do you want to come swimming with us?” “Sure (= 
Yes, certainly).” © | sure am hungry (= | am very 
hungry). 
surely /'four-li, Southern also 'four-li/ adv [not grad- 
able] 1 She is slowly but surely getting her strength 
back. 2 Surely can be used to express surprise, 
doubt, or disagreement: Surely you’re joking! © 
Surely they could have done better than that (= | 
believe they could have done better). 


IDIOM with sure 


esure enough as expected © He said he left the 
book on the desk, and sure enough, there it was. 


sure thing n[C usually sing] something certain 
to win or succeed © Your promotion is a sure thing 
— you're the best person for the job. 


surf WAVES /sarf/ n [U] the waves on the sea 
when they approach the coast or hit against rocks 
surf /sarf/ v [I] to use a SURFBOARD (= long, nar- 
row board) to ride waves toward a beach © They 
go surfing every weekend. 
surfer /'sar-far/ n [C] © When the waves are big, 
the surfers come out. 
surfing /'sar-fin/ n [U] © Dale took up surfing after 
his family moved to Los Angeles. 

MOVE QUICKLY /sarf/ v [T] to move quickly from 
one place to another within a system to learn what 
each place is offering © You can turn on your com- 
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surprise 


i SSS 


puter now and go surfing on the Web. © He spends 
a lot of time surfing TV channels. 


surface /'s3r-fas/ n[C] 1 the outer or top part or 
layer of something © the earth’s surface © a rough/ 
smooth surface © Try to find a level surface on the 
ground where you can spread out your sleeping bags. 
© There was very little wind, and the surface of the 
water was calm. 2 mathematics A surface is also a 
flat shape or area. 3 The surface can also be what 
is obvious about a person or situation rather than 
truer or more important facts that are hidden or 
hard to see: But the fear that lurks just below the 
surface emerges quickly in talks with villagers. © That 
may seem absurd on the surface, but in a few years 
it will seem like wisdom. 
surface /'s3r-fas/ v [I] 1 The ducks would dive to 
the bottom of the lake and surface (= appear at the 
surface) a minute or two later yards away. 2 If a 
feeling or information surfaces, it becomes known: 
This story first surfaced about a week ago. 
surface /'s3r-fas/ adj [not gradable] Surface 
means using the surface of the land or sea: When 
you land in the airport, look for signs directing you 
to surface transportation to get a bus to the city. © 
If you send it overseas by surface mail it will take 
forever. 


WORD FAMILY surface 


Nouns 


Verbs surface 


resurface 


surface 
Adjectives surface 


surfboard /'sarf-bo:rd, -bourd/ n [C] a long, 
narrow board made of wood or plastic that you 
can stand on to ride on waves as they come to- 
ward the beach 


surge /s3rd3/ n[C] a sudden and great increase 
© a surge in sales © a surge in the stock market © The 
young American's victory touched off a surge of in- 
terest in golf across the country. 
surge /s3rd3/ v[I] (of a large group) to move sud- 
denly forward © The crowd surged onto the field af- 
ter the game ended. 


surgeon /'s3r-d3an/ n [C] a doctor who per- 
forms medical operations © a brain/heart surgeon 


surgery /'s3r-d3e-ri/ n [C/U] 1 the treatment of 
injuries or diseases by cutting open the body and 
removing or repairing the damaged part, or an 
operation of this type © [U] He had undergone 
open-heart surgery two years ago. © [U] | ‘m recov- 
ering from back surgery, so it’s going to be awhile 
before | can ride a horse again. © [C] She has un- 
dergone several surgeries and will require more. 2 Br 
The surgery is a doctor’s office where you go to be 
examined. 
surgical /'sar-d31-kal/ adj [not gradable] © surgi- 
cal equipment/procedures 


surly /'ssr-li/ adj not wanting to please you or to 
be friendly © The clerks in this post office are sullen, 
surly, and inefficient. 


surmise /sor'maiz/ v [T] to decide that some- 
thing is true without having complete information 
or proof © [+ (that) clause] | quickly surmised (that) 
my dinner companion was something of a bore. 


surmount /sor'maunt/ v[T] to deal successfully 
with a difficulty or problem © She had to surmount 
the difficulties of bringing up five children on her own. 


surname /'s3r-neim/ n your LAST NAME 


surpass /sar'pzes/ v [T] to do or be better or 
more than something else © Our team’s achieve- 
ments surpass those of teams in earlier years. 


surplus /'ssr-plas, -plas/ n[C] 1 an amount that 
is more than is needed © The world is now producing 
large food surpluses. © The government is forecasting 
a budget surplus this year (= all the money available 
to be spent will not be spent). 2 A surplus is also 
the amount of money you have left when you sell 
more than you buy: a trade surplus 
surplus /'sar-plas, -plas/ adj [not gradable] © 
Farmers are feeding their surplus wheat to pigs. 


surprise /soar'praiz, s-/ n [C/U] an unexpected 
event, or the feeling caused when something un- 
expected happens © [C] Don’t tell Ann we're having 
a party for her — | want it to be a surprise. O [C] Last 
night’s heavy snow came as a complete surprise. © 
[U] To my great surprise, they gave us everything we 
asked for. 

surprise /sar'praiz, sa-/ adj [not gradable] © The 
basketball player paid a surprise visit to the campus 
on Thursday. 

surprise /sar 'praiz, so-/ v[T] 1 (of an event you 
did not expect) to cause you to feel excitement 
over a sudden discovery © She surprised a lot of 
tennis fans by winning the Canadian Open. 2 If you 
say that you are not surprised or would not be 
surprised if something happened, you mean that 
you almost expect it: /’m not surprised that their 
parents don’t want them to get married. © | would 
not be surprised to see the economy slow down next 
year. 3 To surprise someone is also to find the per- 
son unexpectedly: She jumped out and surprised her 
sister, who ran out into the hall. 

surprised /sar'praizd, sa-/ adj © He seemed sur- 
prised by the question. © [+ to infinitive] We were 
pleasantly surprised to find that the hotel was so 
comfortable. © [+ question word] Youd be surprised 
how quickly the time passes. 

surprising /sor'pral-zin, so-/ adj unexpected 
and causing surprise © The election results were sur- 
prising for a number of reasons. © There was a sur- 
prising amount of talk about resignations. 
surprisingly /sar'prat-zin:li, se-/ adv O These 
chairs are surprisingly comfortable. 


WORD FAMILY surprise 


Nouns — surprise Adjectives surprise 
Verbs surprise surprised 
surprising 


Adverbs surprisingly 


WORD CHOICES surprise 


A strong way of saying “surprise” is amaze. 
It would amaze me if they win the 


competition. 
Things that are very surprising can be de- 
scribed as incredible or amazing. > 
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surreal 


After missing so much school, it was incredible 

that she passed her exams. 

The team has made an amazing comeback 

after last season’s poor showing. 
Something that is so surprising that it is almost 
difficult to believe is sometimes described as a 
miracle. 

It’s a miracle that she survived the accident. 
An unpleasant surprise is often described as a 
shock. 

It will be a terrible shock if their income is cut 

in half. 
The expression a rude awakening Is sometimes 
used if someone has an unpleasant surprise 
when he or she discovers the truth about a 
situation. 

She'll be in for a rude awakening when she 

has to pay her own bills. 
If you want to say informally that an event is a 
surprise to you, you can use the expression be 
news to. 

Sarah is leaving? Well that’s news to me. 

You can use the idiom a bolt from the blue for 
something that is a surprise because you were 
not expecting it at all. 


The news of his marriage was a bolt from the 
blue. 


surreal /sa'ri:|/ adj strange, esp. because of com- 
bining items that are never found together in re- 
ality © a surreal landscape/painting 
surrealistic /sa,ri:-a'lis-tik/ adj 


surrender ACCEPT DEFEAT /sa'ren-dar/ v[I] to 
stop fighting and accept defeat © They would 
rather die than surrender. 
surrender /sa'ren-dar/ n [C/U] © [C] Robert E. 
Lee’s surrender, which ended the Civil War, was one 
of the most important events in American history. 


GIVE /sa'ren-dar/ v [T] to give something that is 
yours to someone else, usually because you have 
been forced to do so 0 U.S. Magistrate Celeste Bre- 
mer restricted Gruenwald’s travel and ordered that 
he surrender his passport. 


surreptitious /,s3r-ap'tif-as/ adj done se- 
cretly, without anyone seeing or knowing © a sur- 
reptitious glance 


surrogate /'s3r-a-gat, -,geit/ n[C] someone or 
something that replaces or is used instead of 
someone or something else; a SUBSTITUTE for an- 
other O She seems to regard him as a surrogate for 
her father. 


surround /soa'raund/ v[T] 1 to be around some- 
thing on all sides © Snow-capped mountains sur- 
round the city. O The house was surrounded by dense 
woods. 2 To surround something also means to 
have to do with it or to result from it: /’m interested 
in the circumstances surrounding the accident. © The 
controversy that surrounded the police action led to 
a number of investigations. 
surrounding /sa'raun-din/ adj [not gradable] o 
Hundreds of people fled from the city and are now 
living in the surrounding countryside. 


surroundings /sa'raun-digz/ pi n the place 
where you live and the conditions in which you 
live O Everyone wants safe, comfortable sur- 
roundings. 


CONFUSABLES 1) ary 
surroundings or surrounding? 
Do not confuse the plural noun surroundings 
with the adjective surrounding. 
It’s much better to see animals in their natural 
surroundings. 


WORD FAMILY surround 


Nouns surroundings Verbs surround 


Adjectives surrounding 


surveillance /sar'ver-lans/ n [U] the act of 
watching a person or a place, esp. a person be- 
lieved to be involved with criminal activity or a 
place where criminals gather © The parking lot is 
kept under video surveillance. 


survey © QUESTIONS /'s3r-ver/ n [C] a set of 
questions people are asked to gather information 
or find out their opinions, or the information gath- 
ered by asking many people the same questions 0 
A recent survey found that working women want bet- 
ter child care and flexible hours. 
survey /sor'ver, 's3r-vet/ v [T] O Researchers sur- 
veyed the political opinions of 2000 college students. 


LOOK AT /sar'vel, 's3r-vei/ v [T] to look at or ex- 
amine all of something © After we'd finished paint- 
ing the kitchen, we stood back and surveyed our 
work. 
survey /'s3r-vei/ n [C] © His new book is a survey 
of contemporary Latin American architecture. 


MEASURE /sor'ver, 's3r-vel/ v [T] to measure and 
describe the details of an area of land © The prop- 
erty must be surveyed before you can buy it. 
survey /'sar-ver/ n[C] © Geological surveys are an 
important tool used in locating oil reserves. 
surveyor /sor'vet-ar/ n [C] © It took a team of 
surveyors about three months to lay out this part of 
the new highway. 


survive © /sor'vaiv/ v [I/T] 1 to continue to live 
or to exist, esp. after a dangerous event © [I] The 
baby was born with a defective heart and survived 
for only a few hours. © [T] The building survived the 
earthquake with little damage. 2 |f someone is sur- 
vived by family members, those family members 
are still alive when that person dies: [T] He is sur- 
vived by his wife and two children. 
survival © /sar'vat-val/ n [U] © Doctors told my 
wife | had a 50/50 chance of survival. 
survivor @ /sar'vat-var/ n[C] 1 @ Holocaust sur- 
vivor O He was the sole survivor of the crash. © Busi- 
ness is bad, but she’s a survivor, she‘ll deal with it. 
2 A survivor is also a person who continues to live 
after a close relative dies: Her survivors include two 
children and five grandchildren. 
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SUV 


WORD FAMILY survive 


Nouns — survival 
survivor 


Verbs 


survive 


IDIOM with survive 


esurvival of the fittest the belief that only the 
people with a strong desire to succeed and the 
ability to change as conditions change will achieve 
success © Survival of the fittest will determine which 
farms make it. 


susceptible /sa'sep-ta-bal/ adj easily influ- 

enced or likely to be hurt by something © Some 
people are more susceptible to peer pressure than 
others. © He’s very susceptible to colds. 


sushi /'su:- fi/ n[U] a type of food, originally from 
Japan, made from cold, boiled rice pressed into a 
ball or square with small pieces of raw fish or other 
food on top 


suspect THINK LIKELY /sa'spekt/ v [T] to think 
or believe something is likely © Medical investiga- 
tors suspect the outbreak was caused by bacteria in 
the water supply. © Related noun: SUSPICION 
FEELING OR BELIEF 

THINK GUILTY /sa'spekt/ v [T] to think or believe 
that someone is guilty of something © Authorities 
have the power to evict residents when they suspect 
criminal activity. © Related noun: SUSPICION BE- 
LIEF IN GUILT 
suspect /'sas-pekt/ n [C] © After the robbery, the 
usual suspects were rounded up. 

DOUBT /sa'spekt/ v [T] to doubt or not believe in 
something © There is no reason to suspect their loy- 
alty. © Related noun: SUSPICION DOUBT 
suspect /'sas-pekt, sa'spekt/ adj © | can’t under- 
stand why my reasons seem suspect to a number of 
people. 


WORD FAMILY suspect 


Adjectives suspect 


Nouns suspect 


suspicion suspected 
Verbs suspect unsuspecting 
SUSPICIOUS 


Adverbs suspiciously 


e 


suspend © STOP /sa'spend/ v[T] 1 to stop do- 
ing an activity © Relief agencies suspended aid yes- 
terday. 2 A person who is suspended from a job, 
school, or an activity, is not allowed to be involved 
in it, usually as a punishment: Two students were 
suspended for damaging school property. 
suspension @ /sa'spen-tfan/ n [C/U] © [C] Ste- 
vens will begin his three-day suspension Tuesday. © 
[U] Students who are warned twice may face 
suspension. 

HANG /sa'spend/ v [T always + adv/prep] to hang 
down from something © The lights were suspended 
from long cords. 


suspenders /sa'spen-darz/ pina pair of straps 
that hold up a pair of pants, which are attached to 
the waist of the pants and stretch over the 
shoulders 


suspense /sa'spens/ n [U] a feeling of excite- 
ment or anxiety while waiting for something un- 
certain to happen © The suspense of waiting for her 
answer nearly drove him crazy. 


suspension (system) /sa'spen-tfan (‘sts- 
tam)/ n [C] a system connected with the wheels 
in a vehicle that reduces the effects of traveling 
over an uneven surface O The suspension can be 
raised for driving in snow. 


suspension bridge /sa'spen-tfan_,brid3/ n 
[C] a bridge supported by strong steel ropes hung 
from a tall structure at each of its ends 


SUSPICION FEELING OR BELIEF /sa'spif-an/n[C] 
a feeling or belief that something is likely or true 
o [+ that clause] There are suspicions that he may 
not be able to play at all. 0 Related verb: SUSPECT 
THINK LIKELY 
suspiciously /sa'sp1f-a-sli/ adv © The envelope 
contained something that looked suspiciously like air- 
line tickets (= seemed likely to be airline tickets). 

BELIEF IN GUILT /sa'spif-an/n[C/U] the belief that 
someone is guilty of something © [C] His strange 
behavior raised suspicions among his co-workers. © 
Related verb: SUSPECT THINK GUILTY 
suspicious /sa'spif-as/ adj © Last night's fire at 
the bank is being treated as suspicious. © Neighbors 
were asked if they had noticed anything suspicious. 


DOUBT /sa'spif-an/ n[U] lack of belief in someone 
or something; doubt © Because he was a new ar- 
rival, other workers looked at him with suspicion. © 
Related verb: SUSPECT DOUBT 
suspicious /sa'spif-as/ adj © Many of the workers 
were suspicious of the labor agreement. 
suspiciously /sa'sp1f-a-sli/ advo Our mayor won 
election by a suspiciously narrow margin. © Her eyes 
narrowed suspiciously (= in a way that expresses 
doubt). 


sustain © MAINTAIN /sa'stein/ v [T] to keep 
something in operation; maintain © It is hard to see 
what will sustain them when they have no income. 
sustainable @ /sa'ster-na-bal/ adjo The growth 
momentum is likely to be sustainable (= continued) 
into next year. 
sustainability © /sa ster-na'bil-at-i/ n[U]° We 
remain committed to ensuring sustainability of our 
social security system. 
sustained /sa'steind/ adj continuing for a time 
© sustained applause © We'll have to make a sus- 
tained effort to finish this job on time. 

SUFFER /sa'stein/ v [T] fm/ to suffer or experience 
damage or loss © She sustained serious injuries in 
the accident. 

SUPPORT /sa'stein/ v[T] to support someone emo- 
tionally © Throughout the ordeal, he was sustained 
by the belief that he would get home. 


sustenance @ /'sas-ta-nans/ n[U] food, or the 
energy and other things food provides people and 
animals to keep them strong and healthy The 
ranch animals get a lot of their sustenance from 
grazing. 


SUV n [C] abbreviation for SPORT UTILITY VEHICLE 
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S.W. 


S.W. adj, adv [not gradable] abbreviation for SOUTH- 
WEST or SOUTHWESTERN 


swab /swab/ n [C] a small piece of soft material 
at the end of a thin stick, used esp. for cleaning 
something or for putting on medicine © a cotton 
swab 


swagger /'sweg-er/ v [I] to walk, esp. with a 
swinging movement, in a way that shows that you 
are confident and think you are important © He 
swaggered into the room just like any bully would. 
swagger /'sweeg:ar/ n [C/U] © [C] He walked out 
of the room with a swagger that made me dislike 
him. 
swaggering /'sweeg:a-rin/ adj [not gradable] o 
Such swaggering self-confidence irritates a lot of 
people. 


swallow MOVE FOOD /'swal-ou/ v [I/T] to force 
food or liquid in your mouth to move into your 
stomach by use of the muscles of your throat © [I] 
My throat is so sore that it really hurts when | 
swallow. 
swallow /'swal-ou/ n[C] © He said he only wanted 
one swallow of milk — but it was a big one! 


ACCEPT /'swal-ou/ v [T] infm/ to accept something 
without question or without expressing disagree- 
ment © Not surprisingly, this excuse was too much 
for them to swallow. 


NOT EXPRESS /'swal-ou/ v [T] not to express or 
show feelings or emotions © / swallowed my anger 
and tried to be friendly. 


BIRD /'swal-ou/ n [C] any of various types of small 
bird with pointed wings and a tail shaped like a 
fork, which flies quickly, catching insects 


PHRASAL VERB with swallow 


eswallow up something/someone [M] to take 
someone or something in so that it is destroyed or 
no longer independent © The company was swal- 
lowed up by a competitor. © A house in Florida dis- 
appeared Thursday, as a 40-foot-wide sinkhole 
began swallowing it up. 


swam /swem/ past simple of SWIM 


Swamp WET LAND /swamp, swo:mp/ n[C/U] an 
area of very wet, soft land © [C] Alligators live in 
these swamps. 
swampy /'swam:pi, 'swo:m-/ adj © a low-lying, 
swampy region 

COVER WITH WATER /swamp, swo:mp/ v [T] to 
cover a place or thing with a large amount of water 
© The boat was swamped by an enormous wave. 


BE TOO MUCH /swamp, swo:mp/ v[T] to have too 
many of something, or to give someone too much 
to do © Foreign cars have swamped the market. © 
We've been swamped with emergencies today. 


swan /swan/ n [C] any of various types of a large, 
usually white bird with a long neck that lives on 
rivers and lakes 


swanky /'sween-ki/, swank /swaegk/ adj [-er/-est 
only] infmi expensive and fashionable, and there- 
fore admirable or desirable © a swanky new 
restaurant 


swap /swap/ v [I/T] -pp- infm/ to exchange one 
thing for another 0 [T] The two computers can easily 
swap data. 
swap /swap/ n[C] © They proposed a straight swap 
of food for tools. 


swarm /swo:rm/ n [C] a large group of insects, 
esp. bees, or any large, busy group © Swarms of 
reporters descended on the little town. 
swarm /swoa:rm/ v [| always + adv/prep] to move 
in a large group © In summer, mosquitoes swarm 
around that pond. © The playground swarmed with 
little kids. 


swarthy /'swo:r-3i, -9i/ adj [not gradable] hav- 
ing a dark or slightly dark skin 0 His companion was 
skinny, with a swarthy complexion. 


swastika /'swas-ti-ka/ n [C] an ancient symbol 
in the form of a cross with each of its arms bent in 
the middle at a 90° angle, used as a symbol by 
NAZIS in the 20th century 


swat /swat/ v [T] -tt- to hit something hard by 
suddenly swinging your hand or an object ° / swat- 
ted the fly with a folded newspaper. 
swat /swat/ n[C] © A buddy took a swat at him (= 
tried to hit him). 


swath /swa8, swo:6/ n[C] a strip or belt, oralong 
area of something © The sheriff's department polices 
a wide swath of the county. 


sway MOVE /swei/ v [I] to move slowly from side 
to side © The trees sway in the wind. 
sway /swei/ n [U] © The car showed lots of sway 
in crosswinds. 


PERSUADE /swer/ v[T] to persuade someone to be- 
lieve or to do something © Were you swayed by her 
arguments? 
sway /swei/ n [U] the ability to persuade © As a 
young musician, he fell under the sway of Louis Arm- 
strong. © Large corporations hold sway with 
Congress. 


Swear USE RUDE WORDS /swer, swer/ v [I] past 
simp. swore, past part. sworn to use rude or offen- 
sive language for emphasis or as an insult © He 
started swearing for no good reason. 


PROMISE /swer, sweer/ v [I/T] past simp. swore, past 
part. sworn to state or promise that you are telling 
the truth or that you will do something or behave 
in a particular way © [I] / swear to you I'll take care 
of them. © [T] All the soldiers swore allegiance to the 
republic. © [lI] (infml) | think she’s upstairs, but | 
wouldn't swear to it (=| am not completely sure). 
WORD FAMILY swear 
Nouns 


swearing Verbs swear 


Adjectives sworn 


PHRASAL VERBS with swear 


eswear by something to strongly believe in the ef- 
fectiveness of something © Some moms swear by 
storybook tapes from the library to entertain kids. 

e swear in someone [M] to formally give someone 
a new position or responsibility by promising to be 
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sweetheart 
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loyal or truthful © A ceremony to swear in the new 
government took place Wednesday. 

e swear off something , sworn to make a decision 
to stop using something, esp. something that 
harms you © He has sworn off coffee completely. 


swear word n([C] a rude or offensive word 


sweat /swet/, fm/ perspire v [I] past simp. sweat, 
sweated, pres. part. sweated 1 to excrete a salty, 
colorless liquid through the skin, esp. when you 
are hot or frightened © He was sweating profusely. 
2 If something sweats, it has drops of liquid on the 
outside: The soda cans sweat in this humidity. 3 You 
may say you sweat if you feel worried: We have 
to sweat about money because we don’t have much 
of it. 
sweat /swet/, fm/ perspiration n [U] 1 the salty, 
colorless liquid that you excrete through your skin 
© beads of sweat 2 Sweat is also effort or work: They 
lived off the sweat and toil of others. 
sweaty /'swet-i/ adj © His face was sweaty (= cov- 
ered in sweat). 


sweater /'swet:-ar/ n[C] a warm piece of cloth- 
ing with long sleeves, made of KNITTED wool or 
other material and worn on the upper part of the 
body © a turtleneck sweater 


sweat gland 1 [C] biology a gland in the skin 
that produces sweat 


sweatpants /'swet-pzents/ p/n pants made of 
thick cotton and worn esp. for exercising 


sweats /swets/ pl n SWEATPANTS, a SWEATSHIRT, 
or both of these 


sweatshirt /‘swet-fart/ n [C] a shirt made of 
thick cotton that you pull over your head, worn for 
exercise or to keep warm © He threw ona sweatshirt 
and jeans. 


sweatshop /'swet:fap/ n [C] a small factory 
where workers are paid very little and work many 
hours under bad conditions 


sweep CLEAN /swi:p/ v [I/T] past swept to clean 
a floor or other surface by using a brush to collect 
the dirt into one place from which it can be re- 
moved © [T] She sweeps the street in front of her 
house. © [M] The classroom is filthy — could you 
sweep it out? © [I] | swept under every piece of 
furniture. 


REMOVE /swi:p/ v[T always + adv/prep] past swept 
to remove or take something in a particular direc- 
tion, esp. suddenly and with force © She paused, 
sweeping a hair from her brow. © [M] Floodwaters 
were sweeping away gardens and driving residents 
to higher ground. 

MOVE /swi:p/ v [I/T] past swept to move quickly 
and sometimes forcefully © [I always + adv/prep] 
A stiff breeze swept across the parking lot. © [| always 
+ adv/prep] He would sweep through the room shak- 
ing hands with everyone. © [T] Our headlights were 
sweeping the trees ahead. 
sweep /swiip/ n[C] 1 a large movement across 
an area © the sweep of the clock’s hour hand © a 
police sweep 2 The sweep of an idea or piece of 


writing is the range of its subject: He is aware of 
the epic sweep of this project. 

sweeping /'swi:-pin/ adj having great effect or 
range © The proposal calls for sweeping changes in 
public land use. 


WIN /swi:p/ v [T] past swept to win all the parts of 
a competition © New York swept their series with 
Vancouver, 3-0. 
sweep /swi:p/ n [C] © She prevented Republicans 
from making a clean sweep of the election by winning 
the race in District 27. 


IDIOMS with sweep 


esweep something under the rug to hide some- 
thing damaging or unpleasant and try to keep it 
secret O This scandal can’t be swept under the rug. 
esweep someone off their feet to cause someone 
to fall suddenly and completely in love with you © 
He brought me flowers, kissed my hand, and swept 
me off my feet. 


sweepstakes /'swi:p-stetks/ p/na competition 
for a prize, esp. for money, in which those who 
win are chosen by chance © She won $5000 in a 
charity sweepstakes. 


sweet /swi:t/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 (esp. of food or 
drink) having a taste similar to that of sugar or 
HONEY © The four basic tastes are sweet, salty, bitter, 
and sour. © | like sweet cherries. O The desserts were 
not overly sweet. 2 If a smell or sound is sweet, it 
is pleasant and enjoyable: a sweet-smelling rose 
bush © These singers are known for their sweet 
voices. 3 Sweet can be used, esp. of something or 
someone small, to mean charming and attractive: 
What a sweet baby! 4 Sweet can also mean kind, 
generous, and likable: He was very sweet to her. 
sweets /swi:ts/ p/n sweet food, such as candy or 
cake © Rosie tries to avoid sweets. 
sweeten /'swi:t-9n/ v[T] © Sweeten the nut bread 
by adding dried fruit. © (infml) If they want to settle 
the strike, the owners still must sweeten their offer (= 
make it more valuable and attractive). 
sweetener /'swi:t-®n-ar/ n [C/U] an artificial 
substance that tastes sweet © [C] Excessive use of 
any artificial sweetener is unwise. 
sweetly /'swi:t-li/ adv © The birds sang sweetly. 
sweetness /'swi:t-nas/ n[U] © Melons have more 
sweetness in the summer. 


WORD FAMILY sweet 


Nouns sweet 


Adjectives sweet 


sweetener Verbs sweeten 
sweetness ee 
sweets verDs sweetly 


sweet-and-sour adj [not gradable] (of food) 
flavored with a sauce usually containing sugar and 
vinegar 


sweetheart /'swi:t-hart/, infm/ sweetie /‘swi:t- 
i/ n[C] 1 a person you love, esp. one with whom 
you have a romantic relationship © Jeanne was my 
high school sweetheart. © Hi, sweetheart. 2 A sweet- 
heart is also a kind, generous person: She’s a 
sweetheart. 
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sweet pepper 


sweet pepper n [C] a PEPPER VEGETABLE that 
is not spicy 


sweet potato, yam n [C] a brown or orange- 
colored vegetable with yellow or orange flesh 


sweet talk v [T] infmi to talk to someone in a 
very kind or pleasant way because you want to 
persuade that person to do, allow, or believe 
something © | tried to sweet talk my way out of 


going. 

sweet tooth n [C usually sing] a strong liking 
for sweet foods © | have a sweet tooth - | can't say 
no to cookies. 


swell INCREASE /swel/ v [I/T] past simp. swelled, 
past part. swollen, swelled to become larger and 
rounder © [I] /t’s spring, and the buds on the trees 
are beginning to swell. © [|] One of his eyes swelled 
shut. 0 [T] Immigrants swelled the city’s population 
(= increased it). © [I] (fig.) His chest swelled with 
pride at being chosen (= He felt extremely proud). 
swelling /'swel-1n/ n [C/U] © [U] We won't know 
how serious the injury is until the swelling subsides. 

WAVE MOVEMENT /swel/ n [C] the slow up and 
down movement of a long, smooth wave or series 
of waves in the sea © ocean swells 


EXCELLENT /swel/ adj [-er/-est only] dated, infml ex- 
cellent; very good © The food was good and the 
service was swell. 


sweltering /‘swel-ta-rin/ adj extremely hot o a 
sweltering summer day 


swept /swept/ past simple and past participle of 
SWEEP 


swerve /swa3rv/ v [I/T] to turn suddenly to one 
side while moving forward © [I] The cab slowed 
down and swerved towards the curb. 


swift /swift/ adj [-er/-est only] moving or able to 
move at great speed, or happening within a very 
short time; fast or quick © A swift current carried 
him downstream. © Public reaction has been swift 
and negative. 
swiftly /'swif-tli/ adv © The sky was swiftly becom- 
ing dark. 


swig /swid/ v [I/T] -gg- infmi to drink something 
in large swallows 
swig /swig/ n [C] infm! © He took a swig of coffee. 


swill DRINK /swil/ v [T] infm/ to drink something, 
usually alcohol, in large amounts 


PIG FOOD /swil/ n [U] waste food used for feeding 
pigs, or fig. bad or unpleasant food 


swim /swim/ v [I/T] pres. part. swimming, past 
simp. swam, past part. swum to move through wa- 
ter by moving parts of the body © [I] He jumped in 
the river and swam. © [T] Gertrude Ederle was the 
first woman to swim the English Channel. 
swim /swim/ n [C] © Let’s go for a swim this 
afternoon. 
swimmer /'swim-ar/ n [C] © Katy is a good 
swimmer. 
swimming /'swim-1n/ n [U] © Swimming is ex- 
cellent exercise. 
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WORD FAMILY swim 


Nouns swim Verbs swim 


swimmer 
swimming 


IDIOM with swim 


ebe swimming in something to have too much of 
something © This salad was swimming in oil. © The 
company is swimming in cash and trying to figure 
out what to do with it. 


swimming pool, short form pool n [C] an ar- 
tificial area of water for swimming 


swimsuit /'swim-su:t/ n[C] a piece of clothing 
for swimming; a BATHING SUIT 


swindle /'swin-d@l/ v [T] to obtain money or 
property from people by deceiving or cheating 
them © She tried to swindle him out of the tickets. 
swindle /'swin-dal/ n[C] © a stock swindle 
swindler /'swin-dler/ n[C] © a convicted swindler 


SWINE PERSON /swain/ n [C] p/ swine a person 
whom you consider to be extremely unpleasant 
and unkind © He can be such a swine sometimes. 


ANIMAL /swain/ n[C usually pl] p/swine a pig, esp. 
when raised for food 


SWING MOVE SIDEWAYS /swin/ v [I/T] past 
swung to move easily to one direction and then 
to the other from a fixed point, or to cause some- 
thing to move this way © [I] He hung upside down 
and swung back and forth. © [I] The heavy door 
swung open. © [T] Campanella knew how to swing 
a bat. © [T] He swung the car into the garage. 
swing /swin/ n[C] 1 Scott took a big swing at the 
ball and missed. 2 A swing is also an attempt to hit 
someone: This guy took a swing at me. 3 A swing 
is also a seat that moves backward and forward 
and hangs from ropes or chains. 4 A swing can 
also be a brief trip: Ed took a 10-day swing through 
France. 


CHANGE /swin/ v [I] past swung to change from 
one condition or attitude to another © The com- 
pany swung from record profits last year to huge 
losses this year. 
swing /swin/ n [C] © He’s very creative but prone 
to mood swings. 

BE EXCITING /swin/ v [I] past swung dated, slang to 
be exciting, enjoyable, and active 
swinging /'swin-1n/ adj dated, slang © a swinging 
party 

MUSIC /swin/ n [U] a form of jazz music that was 
popular esp. in the 1930s and 1940s 

ARRANGE /swin/ v [T] past swung infm/ to arrange 
to obtain or achieve something © The kids need 
new clothes, and | don’t see how | can swing it. 


PHRASAL VERBS with swing 


* swing around to turn quickly to face another di- 
rection © Juan swung around to look at her. 
*swing at someone/something to try to hit some- 
one or something © They were arguing, and then | 
saw him swing at Brian. 
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eswing by/past (somewhere) to briefly go some- 
where, esp. on your way to another place © / told 
Paul we'd swing by his place around 7:30. ° We can 
swing past the store on the way to the party. 


swipe HIT /swaip/ v[I/T] to hit or try to hit some- 
thing, esp. with a sideways movement of the arm 
O [I always + adv/prep] Ray swiped at a tear running 
down his cheek. 
swipe /swaip/ n[C] © No one took a swipe at the 
ball or tried to knock it away from me. © (fig.) 
Thomas took a swipe at the competition (= criticized 
them). 


STEAL /swaip/ v [T] infmi to steal © He was trying to 
swipe a sweatshirt. 


swirl /swarl/ v [always + adv/prep] to move 
quickly with a twisting circular movement, or to 
cause something to move this way © [I] Snowflakes 
swirled down from the sky. © [I] (fig.) Accusations 
continue to swirl around him. © [T] | swirled cocoa 
through the dough. 

swirl /swarl/ n [C] © We arrived in a swirl of jet 
fumes. 


swish /swif/ v [I/T] to move quickly through the 
air making a high, soft sound, or to cause some- 
thing to move this way © [I] The elevator doors 
swished open. © [T] Vizard swished the ball through 
the hoop. 
swish /swif/ n [C] © the swish of tires on wet 
pavement 


switch DEVICE /swit/ n (C] a device that con- 
trols an electric current and turns it on or off © Flip 
a switch and the coffee makes itself. 

CHANGE /swit{/ v[I/T] to change suddenly or com- 
pletely from one thing to another, or to exchange 
one person or thing with another © [T] Jeff decided 
to switch his major from engineering to medicine. © 
(\] | used to have tapes, but | switched to CDs. 
switch /switf/ n[C] © The team made a switch to 
a smaller, quicker lineup. 

STICK /switf/n[C]a thin stick that bends easily and 
is used esp. for hitting animals 


IDIOM with switch 


eswitch gears to suddenly change what you are 
doing esp. the way you think about a particular 
activity © First they threatened us, then they switched 
gears and started acting nice. 


PHRASAL VERBS with switch 


eswitch on/off something [M] to start or stop a 
device powered by electricity © She switched the 
light off. © Switch on the video camera, please. > Us- 
age: open or switch/turn on? at OPEN READY 
FOR USE 

e switch over to stop doing or using one thing and 
start another © The system switched over to the 
backup generator when the power went out. © Re- 
lated noun: SWITCHOVER 


switchblade /'swit{-bleid/ n[C] a knife having 
a blade hidden inside its handle which springs out 
when a button is pressed 


switchboard /'switJ-bo:rd, -bourd/ n (C] a 
piece of equipment that is used to direct all the 
telephone calls esp. in an office or hotel 


switchover /'switf'ou-var/ n [C] a change 
from using or doing one thing to another © The 
switchover to daylight-savings time represents a 1 
percent saving of electricity annually. © Related verb: 
SWITCH OVER 


swivel /‘swiv-al/ v [I/T] -l-, -ll- to turn around 
from a fixed point in order to face in another di- 
rection, or to turn something in this way © [I] Ken- 
nedy swiveled around in his seat. © [T] He swiveled 
his face toward Jack. 


swollen /‘swou-len/ adj, past participle of SWELL 
INCREASE © a swollen lip © swollen glands 


SWOON /swu:n/ v [I] 1 to have a feeling of ex- 
treme pleasure or happiness © Sarah swooned 
when her baby was handed to her. 2 dated to FAINT 
(= become unconscious) 


SWOOP /swu:p/ v [I] to move quickly in a smooth 
path, esp. through the air © Swarms of birds 
swooped down from the sky. 
swoop /swu:p/ n [C] © He lifted the baby up in 
one swoop. 


sword /s>:rd, sourd/ n[C] a weapon with a long, 
sharp, metal blade and a handle, used esp. in the 
past 


swordfish /'ss:rd-fif, '‘sourd-/ n [C/U] a large 
fish, often eaten as food, having a long, pointed 
part at the front of its head 


swore /swo:r, swour/ past simple of SWEAR 


SWOFN /swo:rn, swourn/ adj, past participle of 1 
SWEAR; formally or officially stated to be true © He 
was asked to give a sworn statement (= statement 
formally and officially stated as true) for the trial. 2 
Sworn enemies are people who are completely op- 
posed to each other. 


swum /swam/ past participle of SWIM 


swung /swan/ past simple and past participle of 
SWING 


sycamore /'sik-a,mo:r, -,mour/, plane tree n 
[C] a tree with divided leaves, spreading branches, 
and round fruit 


syllable /'sil-a-bal/ n [C] a single unit of speech, 
in English usually containing a vowel, consisting of 
either a whole word or one of the parts into which 
a word is separated when it is spoken or printed © 
There are two syllables in the word silver and three 
in appetite. 

syllabus /'sil-a-bas/ n[C] pl syllabi, syllabuses a 
plan showing the subjects or books to be studied 
in a particular course 

symbiosis /,sim bat ‘ou-sas, ,sim-bi:-/ n (U] bi- 
ology a close connection between different types 
of organisms in which they live together and ben- 
efit from each other 

symbol © /'sim-bal/ n [C] 1 anything used to 
represent something else, such as a sign or mark, 
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a person, or an event O Five interlocking rings is the 
symbol of the Olympic games. © She’s a symbol of 
hope for people living with this condition. 2 Symbols 
are used in mathematics, music, and science and 
also have various practical uses: The symbol on this 
label means that the shirt is washable. 

symbolic © /sim'bal-1k/ adj o The Oval Office in 
the White House has come to be regarded as sym- 
bolic of the presidency. 

symbolism © /'stm-ba,l1z-am/ n[U] the use of 
symbols to represent ideas, or the meaning of 
something as a symbol © poetic symbolism 
symbolize @ /'stm-ba,latz/ v [T] © The lighting 
of the Olympic torch symbolizes (= represents) peace 
and friendship. 

symbolically © /stm'bal-1-kli/ adv 


WORD FAMILY symbol 


Nouns symbol 


symbolism 


Verbs symbolize 


Adjectives symbolic 


symmetry /'sim-s-tri/ n [U] geometry the 
quality of having parts on either side or half that 
match or are the same size or shape 
symmetrical /sa'me-tri-kal/ adj geometry © 
Many types of triangles are symmetrical. 


symmetrical { ‘ asymmetrical 


SYMMETRY 


sympathy UNDERSTANDING /'sim-pa-6i/ n[U] 
a feeling or expression of understanding and car- 
ing for someone else who is suffering or has prob- 
lems that have caused unhappiness 0 When Robert 
died, | sent a letter of sympathy to his wife. 
sympathetic /,stm-pa'éet-1k/ adj 1 showing, 
esp. by what you say, that you understand and 
care about someone’s problems or suffering © He 
suffers from back trouble too, so he was sympathetic. 
2 A sympathetic character in a book or movie is 
one whose actions are understandable and who is 
therefore likable. 
sympathize /'sim-pa,6aiz/ v [I] to listen to 
someone who has a problem and show that you 
understand and care © | know what it’s like to have 
migraine heaaaches, so | do sympathize with you. 


USAGE J. po he —we F, 
sympathetic 

Be careful not to use sympathetic when you 
simply want to say that someone is nice, 
friendly, or kind. Remember that if you say 
someone is sympathetic, you mean that this 
person understands your problems. 

| explained to the teacher that | had been ill, 


but she wasn’t sympathetic at all. 

eB: 1 en ae 
wasin-Mentana: 

| met some very nice people while | was in 
Montana. 


SUPPORT /'sim-pa-6i/ n [U] a feeling or expression 
of support and agreement © She tends to be in sym- 
pathy with the left wing of the party. © [pl] On the 
subject of wilderness, her sympathies were clearly 
pro-environmental. 
sympathetic /,sim-pa'6et-1k/ adj © We are sym- 
pathetic with that point of view and have the same 
goals. 
sympathize /'stm-pa,6aiz/ v [I] © / sympathize 
with your position that it would be irresponsible to 
lower taxes now. 
sympathizer /'sim-pa,éar-zar/ n (C] © @ sus- 
pected communist sympathizer 


[ WORD FAMILY sympathy | 


Nouns sympathy 
sympathizer 


Adjectives sympathetic 
unsympathetic 


Verbs sympathize 


symphony /'sim-fa-ni/ n[C] music along piece 
of music usually in four parts and played by an 
ORCHESTRA (= large group playing different 
instruments) 


symptom /'sim-tam/ n [C] 1 any feeling of ill- 
ness or physical or mental change that is caused 
by a disease O Muscle aches and fever are symptoms 
of the flu. 2 A symptom is also a situation or prob- 
lem that seems to represent a more serious and 
general problem: This endless debate is a symptom 
of our lack of confidence. 


synagogue /'sin-3,gag/ n [C] a building in 
which people of the Jewish religion worship and 
study 


synapse /'sin-zps, s'nzps/ n [C] biology the 
point at which electrical signals move from one 
nerve cell to another 


synapsis /sa'nzp-sas/ n[U] biology the joining 
of CHROMOSOMES from each parent during the 
first stage of cell division 


sync /sink/ n[U] infm/a state in which things hap- 
pen at the same time or in the same way, or are 
suited to each other © The president and Senate 
majority leader are in sync (= think the same way) 
on the big issues. O She found that the job was out 
of sync (= not a good match) with her principles, 
and she had to leave. 


synchronize /'sin-kra,naiz/ v [T] 1 to cause 
something to happen in a planned way at exact 
times © The traffic lights were synchronized to allow 
cars to go at 30 mph and not have to stop for a red 
light. 2 lf you synchronize clocks or watches, you 
change them so that they all show the same time. 
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syncline /'sin-klain/ n (C] earth science a fold 
in layers of rock in the earth’s surface which curves 
down © Compare ANTICLINE 


syncopation /sin-ka'perfan/ n [U] music 
musical rhythm in which the emphasis is not on 
beats that are normally emphasized 


syndicate /'sin-di-kat/ n[C] a group of people 
or companies that join together in order to share 
the cost of a business operation, such as the buy- 
ing and publishing of newspaper stories, photo- 
graphs, etc. 

syndicated /'sin-da,keit-ad/ adj [not gradable] 
(of articles and photographs) sold to different 
newspapers and magazines for publishing, or (of 
television or radio programs) sold to different sta- 
tions © Her syndicated column appears in over 150 
newspapers. 


syndrome /'sin-droum, -dram/ n[C] 1 a com- 
bination of medical problems that commonly go 
together and that show the existence of a disease 
2 Syndrome is often used in the names of diseases: 
chronic fatigue syndrome 


synonym /'sin-3,nim/ n [C] English a word or 
phrase that has the same or nearly the same mean- 
ing as another word or phrase © Pleasant and 
agreeable are synonyms. 0 Compare ANTONYM 
synonymous /sa'nan-9-mas/ adj (not gradable] 
English 1 (of words) having the same or nearly the 
same meaning 2 If you say that one thing Is syn- 
onymous with another, you mean that the two 
things are so closely connected in most people’s 
minds that one suggests the other: The name of 
Alfred Hitchcock is synonymous with movie thrillers. 


syntax /‘sin-taeks/ n [U] grammar the gram- 
matical arrangement of words in a sentence 


synthesis /'sin-6a-sas/ n [C/U] pi syntheses the 
act of combining different ideas or things to make 
a whole that is new and different from the items 
considered separately © [C] His latest album is a 
synthesis of African and Latin rhythms. 
synthesize /'sin-69,saiz/ v [T] chernistry © The 
chemical compound was first synthesized in England 
in 1874. 


synthesizer /'sin-69,sai-zar/ n [C] an elec- 
tronic instrument used to reproduce, combine, 


and vary sounds, esp. of musical instruments or 
voices 


synthetic /sin '¢et-1k/ adj of or relating to prod- 
ucts made from artificial substances, often copying 
a natural product © synthetic sweeteners © a syn- 
thetic fiber 


syphilis /'sif-9-los/ n(U] a disease caught during 
sexual activity 


syphon /'sai-fan/ n [C] SIPHON 


syringe /sa'rind3/ n [C] a tube for collecting 
blood or other liquids or for putting liquids into 
the body usually through a needle that can be put 
under the skin © As a diabetic, she uses a syringe to 
inject herself with insulin. 


syrup /'s3r-op, ‘sarap, ‘sir-ap/ n [U] a sweet, 
sometimes thick liquid made by dissolving sugar 
in water, to which flavoring is often added 


system SET /'sis-tam/n[C] 1 a set of connected 
items or devices that operate together © the system 
of interstate highways © We’re having a new com- 
puter system installed. 2 In the body, a system is a 
set of organs or structures that have a particular 
job to do: the digestive system 
systemic /sis'tem-1k/ adj relating to or involving 
a whole system © The problems are systemic and 
will only worsen. 

METHOD /'sis:tam/ n[C] 1 a way of doing things; 
a method © My assistant will explain the system for 
filing a medical claim. © Under the US legal system, 
an accused person is innocent until proven guilty. 2 
A system is also a particular method of counting, 
measuring, or weighing things: the metric system 
systematic /,s1s-to'meet-1k/ adj using an orga- 
nized method that is often detailed © /n his typically 
systematic way, he laid out the pros and cons in nine 
numbered pene 
systematically /,sis-ta'meet-1-kli/ adv O They 
systematically analyze all the evidence. 


WORD FAMILY system 


Nouns 


system Adverbs systematically 


Adjectives systematic 


systole /'sis-to-li/ n [C] biology the part of a 
heart’s action where it pushes blood out 
systolic /sis'tal-1k/ adj [not gradable] 
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T, t /ti:/ n [C] pI T’s, Ts, t’s, ts the 20th letter of the 
English alphabet 


tab SMALL PIECE /tab/ n [C] 1 a small piece of 
material on a box, can, or container that is pulled 
to open it 2 A tab is also a small piece of paper or 
plastic attached to a paper or file so it can be found 
easily. 

AMOUNT CHARGED /tzb/ n [C] an amount 
charged for a service or for a meal in a restaurant 
© He offered to pick up the tab for lunch (= pay for 
it). 

tabernacle /'tab-ar nek-al/ n [C] a place of 
religious worship © We stopped for a prayer meeting 
at a tabernacle. 


table FURNITURE /'ter-bal/ n[C] 1 a piece of fur- 
niture that has a flat top supported by legs © We 
ate our meals sitting around a large dining room ta- 
ble. 2 The table also means all the people at a ta- 
ble: The whole table had a very good time. 


INFORMATION /'ter-bal/ n[C] 1 an arrangement of 
facts and numbers, usually in rows on a page, that 
makes information easy to understand 2 A table 
of contents is a list of what is in a book. 
tabulate /'tab-ja,leit/ v [T] to arrange facts, 
numbers, or other information in the form of a ta- 
ble © We plan to tabulate the findings of our survey. 


TABLE 


NOT DISCUSS /'ter-bal/ v[T] to leave something for 
discussion or consideration at a later time © We’l/ 
have to table these last two items until our next 
meeting. 


IDIOM with table 


eon the table being discussed or considered © 
There are several important issues on the table. 


tablecloth /‘ter-bal,klo:6/ n[C] a piece of cloth 
or paper used to cover a table, esp. during a meal 


tablespoon /'tei-bal spu:n/, abbreviationtbsp. n 
[C] a large spoon used for measuring or serving 
food, or the amount this spoon holds © Add three 
tablespoons of butter. 


tablet MEDICINE /'taeb-lat/ n[C] a small, round, 
solid object made of medicine; a pill © aspirin 
tablets 


STONE /'tzb-lot/ n [C] a piece of stone or other 
hard material used for writing, esp. in ancient 
times © The archaeologists found six tablets record- 
ing business transactions from over three thousand 
years ago. 


PAPER /'tzeb-lat/ n [C] sheets paper that have been 
fastened together at one edge, used for writing or 
drawing; a PAD © His pen swept across his drawing 
tablet. 


table tennis, trademark Ping-Pong n[U] agame 
played on a large table where players at each end 
hit a small, light ball over a low net 


tabioid /‘tzb-lo1d/ n [C] a type of newspaper 
that has smaller pages, many pictures, and short 
reports © The tabloids often attract readers with sen- 
sational headlines. 


taboo /to'bu:, te-/ n [C] p! taboos something 
that is avoided or forbidden for religious or social 
reasons © Dealing with mental illness is a sensitive 
issue, with a lot of taboos. 
taboo /ta'bu:, te-/ adj [not gradable] © The ar- 
ticle analyzes the ways in which English speakers deal 
with taboo words. 


tacit /'tzs-at/ adj [not gradable] understood 
without being expressed directly © He gave tacit 
approval to the plan. 


taciturn /'tzs-a,t3rn/ adj fm/ usually speaking 
very little © He was always quiet, reserved, and 
taciturn. 


tack NAIL /tak/ n[C] a short, sharp nail with a 
wide, flat end, or a THUMBTACK 
tack (up) /'teek ('ap)/ v [T] © We tacked up a few 
decorations for the party. 

WAY OF DEALING /tzek/ n [C] one of several possi- 
ble ways of dealing with something © When this 
tack didn’t work, | tried another. 


PHRASAL VERB with tack 


etack on something [M] to add something extra © 
They tacked an additional 18% on the bill as a ser- 
vice charge. 


tackle KNOCK DOWN /'tzk-al/ v [T] to catch 
and knock down someone who is running, esp. in 
the game of football © All four players were unable 
to tackle the quarterback before he scored a 
touchdown. 
tackle /'taek-al/ n[C] an act of knocking someone 
down, or a football player who is supposed to do 
this © A flying tackle brought him down. © He's an 
offensive/defensive tackle. 

ATTACK /'teek-al/ v [T] to attack or to deal with 
something © There are many ways of tackling this 
problem. 

EQUIPMENT /'tzek-al/ n [U] the equipment used in 
fishing or to lift or raise things on a ship 


tacky STICKY /'taek-i/ adj [-er/-est only] (of a sub- 
stance) sticky © / left a fingerprint in the tacky paint. 

CHEAP /'tzek-i/ adj [-er/-est only] infml, disapproving 
cheap in quality or design © She reads those tacky 
romance novels. 


taco /'tak-ou/ n[C] pi tacos a folded TORTILLA (= 
thin, flat bread) filled with meat, cheese, or salad 
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vegetables, that is fried and served with various 
sauces 


tact /tzkt/ n [U] the ability to say or do things in 
such a way that you do not make anyone unhappy 
or angry © The editors of this book have shown tact 
and good sense in their selections. 
tactful /‘taekt-fal/ adj o You were very tactful about 
the awful meal my mother fixed. 
tactfully /'teekt-fa-li/ adv o | tried to say as tact- 
fully as | could that she was totally wrong. 


tactic /'tak-tik/ n[C usually pl] 1 a specific action 
intended to get a particular result © Oliver’s clumsy 
tactics doomed the plan from the start. 2 Tactics is 
the science of planning the arrangement and use 
of military forces and equipment in war. 
tactical /'taek-tr-kal/ adj [not gradable] 1 He 
made a tactical error in agreeing to the debates. 2 
Tactical military operations or weapons are used to 
achieve specific goals. 


tad /tzd/ n[U] infm/a little bit; a small amount © 
Those French fries were a tad greasy. 


tadpole /‘tzd-poul/ n[C] a recently born crea- 
ture with a large head, long tail, and no arms or 
legs, which lives in water and develops into a FROG 
or TOAD 


tag SIGN /tzg/ n[C] a small piece of paper, cloth, 
or metal attached to an item and containing in- 
formation about it © Did you check the price tag on 
that sweater? 
tag /teeg/ v [T] -gg- © The items are tagged and 
stacked on shelves. 

GAME /taeg/ n[U] a game for children in which one 
child chases the others and tries to touch one of 
them, who then is the one who chases the children 
tag /tzg/ v[T] -gg- © | tagged you, now you're it! 


PHRASAL VERB with tag 


etag alonginfm! to go somewhere with a person 
or group of people, esp. when you have not been 
invited © James doesn’t want his little brother to tag 
along. 


tag sale n[C] a GARAGE SALE 


tail BODY PART /teil/ n [C] a part of the body of 
an animal attached to the base of the back, or 
something similar in shape or position © The dog 
greeted us, wagging its tail. 0 The comet’s tail glowed 
in the night sky. 

FOLLOW /te1l/ v [T] infm/ to secretly follow and 
watch someone © FBI agents tailed him for a month. 
tail /terl/ n[C] infm/© Police put a tail on the suspect 
as he left the airport. 


PHRASAL VERB with tail 


e tail off to become gradually less or smaller © Prof- 
its tailed off in the last half of the year. 


tailback /'tei!-baek/ n [C] a football player who 
stands farthest away from the ball at each play and 
who sometimes runs with the ball 


tail end n [C] the final part of something © the 
tail end of the evening 


tailgate DRIVE CLOSE /'te1l-gert/ v [I/T] to fol- 
low very closely behind another vehicle 


CAR DOOR /'teil-geit/ n[C] a door at the back of a 
vehicle that opens down for loading 


tail light n [C] either of the the two red lights 
on the back of a vehicle 


tailor CLOTHES MAKER /'te1-lor/ n [C] someone 
whose job is to make, repair, and adjust clothes 
tailored /,ter-lerd/, tailor-made /,te1-lar'meid/ 
adj (not gradable] © a tailored suit © Her clothes fit 
perfectly — they must be tailor-made. 


ADJUST /'ter-lar/ v [T] to adjust something to suit a 
particular need or situation © Their services are tai- 
lored to clients’ needs. 


tailpipe /'teil-paip/ n [C] the pipe at the back 
end of a vehicle that carries gases away from the 
engine 


tails /teilz/ pin the side of a coin that does not 
have an image of a head on it O Opposite: HEADS 


tailspin /'teil-spin/ n [C] a sudden fall that can- 
not be controlled © The plane went into a tailspin 
and crashed. © Events in Asia sent the stock market 
into a tailspin. 


tail wind n [(C] a wind blowing from behind © 
Flights from America to Europe usually have the help 
of a strong tail wind. 


taint /teint/ v[T] to damage the quality, taste, or 
value of something © Bacteria had tainted the meat. 
© His reputation was permanently tainted by the 
scandal. 
taint /teint/ n [U] © The taint of scandal followed 
him for years. 
tainted /‘teint-ad/ adj © tainted seafood © tainted 
election results 


take MOVE /teik/ v [T] past simp. took, past part. 
taken to move something or someone from one 
place to another © Please, take me with you! © It 
may rain, so take your umbrella. © The suitcases were 
taken to Madrid by mistake. © | thought I’d take her 
some chocolates. © | take home about $200 a week. 
> Usage: bring or take? at BRING TAKE 


REMOVE /te1k/ v [T] past simp. took, past part. taken 
1 to remove something © Here’s your pen — | took 
it by mistake. © A radio was taken from the car. 2 To 
take someone’s life is to kill someone: The fire took 
her life. 


ACCEPT /tetk/ v [T] past simp. took, past part. taken 
to accept something, or to receive something will- 
ingly © | tried to phone him, but he refused to take 
my call. © Does this restaurant take credit cards? © 
Take this medicine three times a day. © I can take 
three more people in my car. © It’s a girls’ school that 
has now started taking boys. © Bob took a lot of criti- 
cism for his decision. © | refuse to take responsibility 
for what's happened. 
taker /'ter-kar/ n [C usually pl] © But now at 60 
years old, she found no takers for her labor. 

THINK OF /te1k/ v[T] past simp. took, past part. taken 
1 to think of someone or understand something 
in a particular way; PERCEIVE © [+ to infinitive] / took 
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take 


him to be more honest than he really was. © The 
police are taking the robberies very seriously. © In the 
dim light | could have taken them for brothers. 0 I’m 
not going to forge his signature! What do you take 
me for? 2 Take is sometimes used to introduce an 
example of what you mean: It’s been really busy. 
Take last week — we had meetings every day. 

take /te1k/ n [C] © What’s your take on the new 
proposals for new health care? 


HOLD /terk/ v [T] past simp. took, past part. taken to 
hold something © He took my arm and led me to 
my seat. O Can you take this bag while | open the 
door? 


CATCH /terk/ v[T] past simp. took, past part. taken to 
catch, win, or get possession of something © Rebels 
ambushed the train and took several prisoners. O My 
roses took first prize at the flower show. 


NEED /te1k/ v [T] past simp. took, past part. taken 1 
to have as a necessary condition; need © Para- 
chuting takes a lot of nerve. 0 | take a size 9 shoe. O 
Transitive verbs take a direct object. © It didn’t take 
much persuasion to get her to go with us. 0 How 
long does this paint take to dry? O Broken bones al- 
ways take time to mend. 2 |If something takes for- 
ever, it happens very slowly: In rush-hour traffic, it 
takes forever to get home. 


ACT /terk/ v [T] past simp. took, past part. taken 1 to 
do something © I've started taking piano lessons. © 
The government urged both sides to take steps to end 
the strike. 2 Take is used with many nouns to make 
a verb phrase: We can’t delay any longer — we have 
to take action (= to act). © In the evening | like to 
take a walk (= to walk). © /f you're tired, you need 
to take a nap (= to sleep). 3 to take effect means 
to start working © The medicine should take effect 
quite quickly. 4 If you take turns, you and other 
people do the same thing, one after the other: The 
mothers in our group take turns driving the children 
to school. 
taker /'ter-kar/ n[C usually pl] © Census takers use 
a mathematical formula and apply it to the overall 
locality. 


MEASURE /terk/ v[T] past simp. took, past part. taken 
to measure something © Better take the baby’s tem- 
perature — she may have a fever. 


REACT /terk/ v [T] past simp. took, past part. taken 1 
to have or cause to have a particular feeling or 
opinion © He takes little interest in current events. © 
She takes offense too easily. 2 To take someone by 
surprise means to do something that is completely 
unexpected: His sudden proposal took her totally by 
surprise. 

CHEAT /terk/ v [T] past simp. took, past part. taken 
infml to cheat someone © You paid $500 for that 
thing? | think you got taken. 

WRITE /te1k/ v [T] past simp. took, past part. taken to 
write information provided by someone or some- 
thing © Take notes as you read. © Journalists took 
down every word he said during the interview. 

PHOTOGRAPH /terk/ v [T] past simp. took, past part. 
taken to make a photograph of someone or some- 
thing © We took lots of pictures of the new baby. 

TRAVEL ON /terk/ v [T] past simp. took, past part. 
taken to travel on something to get from one 


place to another © / always take the train. © Take 
the road on the left to get to my house. 

FILM /terk/ n [C] the filming of a small part of a 
movie © That scene needed ten takes before they got 
it right. 

MONEY /terk/ n[U] the amount of money received 
from an activity © The box office take has been huge 
for the new show. 


WORD FAMILY take 


Nouns take Verbs take 
overtake 


undertake 


taker 
undertaking 


IDIOMS with take 


enot take something lying down to complain 
about a situation rather than accepting it © / can’t 
take that criticism lying down. 

* take a deep breath to pause © / think we all need 
to stop the arguments, take a deep breath, and re- 
member why we came here. 

*take a dim view of something to disapprove of 
something © Most bosses take a dim view of long 
lunches. 

etake advantage of something to use an oppor- 
tunity to achieve results, sometimes in an unfair 
way © Let’s take advantage of the good weather and 
go to the beach. 

etake advantage of someone to use someone’s 
weakness to improve your situation 0 Don’t you 
realize that he’s taking advantage of you and your 
money? 

etake a hike infml go away © This is my property — 
take a hike! © USAGE: Used to rudely tell someone 
to leave. 

etake a hint, take the hint to understand or do 
something that is communicated indirectly © !’ve 
tried to get him to leave, but he can’t take a hint. 

e take a joke to be able to laugh at jokes or tricks 
about you © Don’t be mad - can’t you take a joke? 
etake a shine to infmi to begin to like someone 
very much 0 | think he’s taken a shine to your sister. 
etake a turn for the worse to become worse © 
Her health took a turn for the worse last year. 
etake someone/somewhere by storm to be sud- 
denly extremely successful in a place or popular 
with someone © As everyone knows, the Beatles took 
the US by storm. 

e take care (of yourself) infmi goodbye © “See you 
next month.” “Yeah, take care.” O USAGE: Usually 
said as part of ending a conversation. © Compare 
TAKE IT EASY 

etake care of someone/something 1 to be respon- 
sible for someone or something © | have to take 
care of my little sister this afternoon. 2 Take care of 
something also means to do whatever needs to be 
done in a situation © | was hoping a little money 
would take care of the problem. 

etake charge (of something) to accept responsi- 
bility for something and have control over it © She 
took charge of the project and made sure it was fin- 
ished on time. 

etake something for granted to never think about 
something because you believe it will always be 
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available or stay exactly the same © | took it for 
granted that | would find the perfect job. © It’s easy 
to take your parents for granted. 

e take heart to feel encouraged © Take heart. You ‘ll 
be done soon, and you won’t have to think about 
this paper ever again. 

etake hold, take root to become established © The 
economic recovery is just beginning to take hold now. 
© Fascism has never taken root in the United States. 
etake something in (your) stride to calmly deal 
with something unpleasant and not let it have an 
effect on you © Somehow the kids took all the con- 
fusion in stride. 

etake something into account to consider or re- 
member something when judging a situation © 
The report does not take into account the problems 
of people who do not speak English. 

etake issue with someone/something to disagree 
strongly with someone or something © / take issue 
with parents who push their children too hard. 
«take it easy 1 rest, relax, or be calm © You‘d better 
take it easy until you feel better. © Take it easy - don't 
get mad. 2 infmi You can say take it easy to some- 
one when you say goodbye: Ok, take it easy, you 
guys. Ill see you soon. © Compare TAKE CARE (OF 
YOURSELF) 

e take it or leave it either accept something with- 
out any change or refuse it © I'll give you $40 for 
the bike — take it or leave it. 

e take its toll, take a toll to cause harm or suffering 
© The constant stress takes its toll on emergency 
room workers. 

etake it upon yourself to do something to accept 
responsibility for something without being asked 
to © He took it upon himself to personally thank each 
person at the meeting. 

etake notice (of something) to give something 
your attention © Voters are beginning to take notice 
of him as a Serious candidate. 

etake (great) pains to do something to try very 
hard to so something © He took great pains to dress 
well for the occasion. 

take part in something to be actively involved in 
something with other people © All the children took 
part in the Thanksgiving play. 

«take your pick choose any one you want © You 
can take your pick of any dessert on the cart. 

etake place to happen © The story takes place in 
the 18th century. 

take sides to support one person or opinion over 
another © My mother never took sides when my 
brother and | argued. 

e something takes the cake infm/ something is the 
most extreme example © I’ve had some pretty bad 
injuries, but this one takes the cake. 

etake stock (of something) to examine a situation 
carefully © After the storm homeowners came out to 
take stock of the damage. 

take the bull by the horns to deal with a difficult 
situation in a very direct way © | took the bull by 
the horns and confronted him about his mistreat- 
ment of the workers. 

take the initiative to be the first one to do some- 
thing, esp. to solve a problem © Don't be afraid to 
take the initiative and say what you think. 


etake the plunge to decide to do something, esp. 
after thinking about it for a long time © They took 
the plunge and got married last month. 

etake the time to do something to spend enough 
time to do something well or carefully © She didn’t 
even take the time to say goodbye. © USAGE: Often 
used to show you are annoyed because someone 
did not do something well or carefully. 

«take the wraps off something to let people know 
about something that has been secret © Today the 
company takes the wraps off their newest product, a 
drug that they have spent millions of dollars 
developing. 

etake your time to not hurry © He took his time 
before answering the question. 

etake someone to task for something to criticize 
someone © My professor took me to task for not 
citing my sources correctly. 

etake something with a grain of salt to under- 
stand that something is likely to be untrue or in- 
correct © I’ve seen the article, which | take with a 
grain of salt. 

etake someone’s word for it to believe that what 
someone is saying is true © If she says she’s sick, 
you have to take her word for it. 


PHRASAL VERBS with take 


etake after someone to be like or to look like an- 
other family member or part of the family © Most 
of my children take after my husband. 

etake apart something [M] to separate the parts 
of something so that they are not together © | like 
to take things apart to see how they work. 

*take away something [M] to remove or subtract 
something © Take these chairs away — we don’t need 
them. © Twelve take away four equals eight. 

etake back something UNDO [M] 1 to receive or 
accept something that you previously sold, of- 
fered, or gave away © If you‘re not satisfied with 
your purchase, we'll take it back and refund your 
money. 2 If you take back something you have 
said, you admit that it was wrong: | said she was 
lying, but | take it back. 

etake someone back REMEMBER to make some- 
one remember or learn about an earlier period in 
time © These athletes take us back to our youth and 
make us remember that we always dreamed of doing 
the things that they do. 

etake down something REMOVE [M] to remove 
something that was previously put up or put in 
place © It must be time to take down the holiday 
decorations. 

etake down someone DEFEAT [M] to defeat or kill 
someone, or to stop someone from causing harm 
0 The Indiana Pacers took down Cleveland, 80-74. 
etake down something WRITE [M] to write some- 
thing that you are looking at or listening to 0 / can 
take down the messages that come in. 

etake in something UNDERSTAND [M] to com- 
pletely understand the meaning or importance of 
something © | had to read the letter twice before | 
could take it all in. 

etake in someone SHELTER [M] to provide a place 
for someone to live or stay © His aunt took him in 
when he first came to the city. 
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etake in something SEE to go to see something of 
interest O to take in a movie O We drove around the 
island and took in all the sights. 

etake in someone DECEIVE [M] to deceive or trick 
someone © Do you think the teacher was taken in 
by your excuse? O That sales pitch totally took us in. 
etake in something MAKE SMALLER [M] to make 
clothes smaller © These pants fit much better since 
| had them taken in. © Opposite: LET OUT WIDEN 
e take in something RECEIVE [M] to receive money 
from sales © The show took in $100,000. 

etake off LEAVE 1 (of an aircraft) to leave the 
ground and fly © The plane took off on time. 2 infml 
To take off is also to leave suddenly: When he saw 
me coming, he took off in the other direction. O Re- 
lated noun: TAKEOFF AIRCRAFT 

etake something off REMOVE [M] to remove or 
get rid of something © He took off his shirt and shoes 
and jumped in the lake. 0 After the poisoning scare, 
the product was taken off the market. 

etake off something BE ABSENT [M] to use a pe- 
riod of time for a purpose that is different from 
what a person usually does © I’ve decided to take 
next semester off and travel and write. 

etake off BECOME POPULAR to suddenly become 
popular or successful 0 The new product really took 
off among teens. 

etake on something BEGIN [M] to begin to have, 
use, or do something © A chameleon takes on the 
color of its surroundings. O Her voice took on a trou- 
bled tone. 

etake on someone/something FIGHT [M] to fight 
or compete against someone or something © /'I 
take you on in a game of chess. O You have to be 
brave to take on a big corporation in court. 

etake out something GET [M] to arrange to get 
something from a company, bank, etc. 0 /’m going 
to take out a life insurance policy. © He had to take 
out a loan to pay his taxes. 

etake out someone BRING [M] to go with some- 
one to a restaurant, theater, performance, etc. and 
pay for everything © Our boss took us out for dinner. 
etake out something/someone RID [M] to get rid 
of something by removing it © Take out the seeds 
before you slice the papaya. 

etake something out on someone to make some- 
one else suffer or be responsible for your own mis- 
takes, anger, sadness, etc. 0 Don’t take it out on me 
— I’m not your boss! 

etake over (something) [M] to get control of 
something, or to do something instead of some- 
one else O He's taken over the spare bedroom for his 
model railroad. 0 She took over management of this 
department last winter. 0 They made changes the 
minute they took over. O Related noun: TAKEOVER 
etake someone through something GIVE INFOR- 
MATION to give someone information about 
something © Greene’s essay takes the reader 
through the events leading up to the disaster. 

etake something through something CONTINUE 
DOING to continue doing something during a pe- 
riod of time © Without a fee, the defense attorney 
took his case through two trials, finally winning in 
the Ohio Supreme Court. 

*take to something/someone LIKE to like some- 
thing or someone © We took to our new neighbors 


very quickly. 0 He didn’t take kindly to the manager's 
insisting that he leave the restaurant. © The children 
have really taken to tennis. 

etake to something START A HABIT to start to use 
or do something as a habit © She's taken to walking 
along the beach after work. 

etake to somewhere GO to go to or escape to a 
place O The plane took to the air right on time. © 
Thousands of people took to the streets to demand 
a new election. 

etake up something BEGIN [M] to begin to do 
something © /’m not very good at golf - | only took 
it up recently. 

etake up something DISCUSS [M] to discuss or 
manage something © The school plans to take the 
matter up with the parents. 

etake up something FILL [M] to fill space or time 
O This desk takes up too much room. © My day is 
completely taken up with meetings. 

etake up something SHORTEN [M] to shorten 
clothes © This skirt is too long — I'll have to take it 
up. 

etake someone up on something to accept an offer 
or invitation from someone 0 | think I'll take him 
up on his offer of a free ticket. 

etake up with someone BECOME FRIENDLY to be- 
come friendly with or spend time with someone © 
She's recently taken up with a strange group of 
people. 

*take something up with someone DISCUSS [M] 
to begin discussing a subject with someone O You ‘/ 
have to take this up with the head of the department. 


taken /'ter-kan/ past participle of TAKE 


takeoff Copy /'ter-k2:f/ n [C] a humorous copy 
of the speech, manner, or style of someone, esp. 
someone famous © He does a great takeoff of Kermit 
the Frog. 


AIRCRAFT /'te1-ko:f/ n[C] the moment when an air- 
craft leaves the ground and starts to fly O Night 
takeoffs and landings are banned at this airport. © 
Related verb: TAKE OFF LEAVE 


takeout /'ter-kavt/, carryout n [C/U] a meal 
bought at a store or restaurant and taken some- 
where else to be eaten © [U] Let’s have Chinese 
takeout for dinner tonight. 


takeover /'te1,kou-var/ n [C] an act of taking 
control of something © Huge corporate takeovers 
were the big financial news this year. O Related verb: 
TAKE OVER 


talcum powder /'tz!-kam ,paud:ar/, tale /tzelk/ 
n [U] a powder for the skin that makes it feel 
smooth or keeps it dry 


tale /terl/ n [C] a story or report, esp. one that is 
invented or difficult to believe © a fairy tale O His 
life story makes a pretty remarkable tale. 


talent /‘tzl-ant/ n [C/U] a special natural ability 
to do something well, or people who have this 
ability © [C} His talents are being wasted in that job. 
0 [U] The baseball scouts are looking for new talent. 
talented /'tel-ant-ad/ adjo A very young and tal- 
ented violinist was the guest soloist. 


talk /to:k/ v [I/T] to say words aloud, usually to 
give or exchange information; to speak © [lI] / 
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talked with Carol on the phone yesterday. © [I] We 
talked about books. © [T] The candidates want to 
talk taxes (= discuss this subject). 

talk /to:k/ n [C/U] 1 [U] Talk won’t get us any- 
where. © [C] | had a talk with my boss. © [C] Sarah 
gave a talk (= a speech before a group of people) 
on skyscrapers. © [U] I’ve heard talk of a layoff (= 
unofficial information about it). 2 Talks are official 
discussions between organizations or countries: 
[C] Contract talks between the airline and the union 
began today. 

talker /'to:-kar/ n [C] © I’m not much of a talker 
(= a person who is comfortable speaking). 


USAGE 
talk 
When you use talk and are describing a partic- 


ular subject remember to use the preposition 
about. 


Let’s talk about our vacation plans. 
I didn’t know what to talk about. 
b-didn4Hnew-whette-talk 


er 


USAGE 
speak a language, not talk 


Remember that you speak a language. You do 
not talk it. 
She speaks excellent French. 
She-tatks-exeellent-french: 


WORD FAMILY talk 


Nouns _ talk 
talker 
talks 


Adjectives talkative 
Verbs talk 


a 
— 


WORD CHOICES talk 


es 


The most common alternatives are speak and 
say. 
Could you speak more quietly, please? 
I couldn’t hear what they were saying. 
The verb chat or the expression have a chat are 
often used if a person is talking with someone 
in a friendly, informal way. 
We were just chatting about the party on 
Saturday. 
Give me a call and we'll have a chat. 
If people talk for a long time about things that 
are not important, the verb chatter is some- 
times used. 
They spent the morning chattering away. 
If people talk for a long time about things that 
are important, the verb discuss can be used. 
We need to discuss arrangements for next 
week. 
If someone talks about something too much in 
an annoying way, you can use the expression 
go on (and on). 
He’s always going on and on about how 
much he hates his work. 
If someone talks quietly so that their voice is 
difficult to hear, often because they are com- 


plaining about something, then the verbs 
mumble and mutter are used. 


She walked past me, muttering to herself. 
He mumbled something about it being a 
waste of time. 
The verb whisper is used when someone talks 
extremely quietly so that other people cannot 
hear. 


What are you two girls whispering about? 


IDIOMS with talk 


etalk about something here is an extreme or sur- 
prising example © Talk about hot — it’s 97 today. © 
Talk about money — all these people were earning 
seven figure salaries. O USAGE: Used to emphasize 
what you are saying. 

etalk shop to talk about your job when not at 
work © She was sitting at a table with people from 
work, talking shop. 

etalk some sense into someone to help someone 
to think about a situation in a reasonable way © 
She won't listen to me — can you try to talk some 
sense into her? 

etalk the talk infm/ to say something in a way that 
appears to be true or real O She’s only been practic- 
ing law for three years, but she sure can talk the talk. 
© Compare WALK THE WALK at WALK IDIOMS 
etalk tough to speak in a way that makes other 
people fear you © The president talks tough but then 
doesn’t do anything. 


PHRASAL VERB with talk 


etalk back to answer someone in a rude way © 
Don’t talk back to your teacher. 

etalk down someone PERSUADE [M] to persuade 
people that they are wrong or that they should not 
act O Just as soon as the President voiced his dissent, 
his advisors talked him down. 

etalk down something LESSEN IMPORTANCE [M] 
to tell people that something is not important or 
interesting © Bonds is doing everything possible to 
talk down his achievements. 

etalk down to someone to speak to someone in a 
simple way, as if the person cannot understand 
things as well as you can © Our history teacher never 
talks down to us. 

etalk someone/yourself into something to persuade 
someone to do something, or to decide to do 
something © | tried to talk her into ordering ice 
cream. 

etalk out something [M] to discuss the details of 
something © They’ve been talking out their 
problems. 

etalk someone/yourself out of something to per- 
suade someone not to do something, or to decide 
not to do something © / talked him out of running 
on his sore ankle. 

etalk over something [M] to discuss something © 
We should get together and talk this over. 

etalk up something/someone [M] to speak in a 
positive way about something or someone in or- 
der to persuade others © The candidate talked up 
his own plan to provide coverage for 27 million un- 
insured Americans. 
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talkative /'to:-kat-1v/ adj talking a lot © Cynthia 
is lively and talkative. 


talk radio n [U] a type of radio program on 
which events and people in the news are discussed 
and listeners call to talk 


talk show n [C] a television or radio program 
on which guests, usually famous people, are asked 
questions about themselves 


tall VERY HIGH /to:I/ adj [-er/-est only] of more 
than average height © She’s tall and slim. © The 
Sears Tower is taller than the Empire State Building. 
© Opposite: SHORT LENGTH 


THIS HIGH /to:I/ adj [-er/-est only] of a particular 
height © Four of her friends are six feet or taller. 


tall order n[C] a request that is difficult to fulfill 
O Asking me to be charming at 7 a.m. is a pretty tall 
order. 


tall tale n [C) a story that may or may not be 
true, but that contains details that are hard to 
believe 


tally COUNT /'tzl-i/ n[C usually sing] a record or 
count of a number of items © The final tally was 21 
for and 16 against. 
tally /‘tael-i/ v [I/T] © [T] The judges are tallying the 
scores. O [T] Zolga tallied (= scored) 16 points. © 
[M] She tallies up our expenses each month. 

AGREE /'tzl-i/ v[I/T] to match or agree © [T] | need 
to finish tallying the receipts. © [l] His statement 
doesn’t tally with the other witnesses’. 


Talmud /‘tal-mud, 'tal-mad/ n [U] the collec- 
tion of Jewish laws and traditions relating to reli- 
gious and social matters 


talon /‘tzl-an/ n[C usually pl] a sharp nail on the 
foot of a bird that it uses esp. when hunting 
animals 


tambourine / tzm-ba'ti:n/n [C] asmall drum 
with metal disks around its frame that make a ring- 
ing sound, and which is played by holding it in 
one hand and hitting it with the other or by shak- 
ing It 

tame /teim/ adj 1 (esp. of animals) not wild or 
fierce, either naturally or because of training or 
long involvement with humans © Their goats seem 
very tame. 2 If an entertainment is tame, it is not 
very exciting. 
tame /teim/ v [T] © He tames wild horses. 


tamper /'tzm-par/ v [I] to touch or change 
something without permission or without enough 
knowledge of how it works © Don’t tamper with the 
boiler. 


tampon /'tem-pan/ n [C] a small cylinder of 
cotton or other material which a woman uses to 
absorb her menstrual blood 


tan COLOR /tzen/ adj, n[U] -nn- (of) a light brown 
or yellow-brown color 0 a tan jacket 
SKIN /tzen/, suntan n [C usually sing] the darker 


skin that white people often get from being in the 
sun © Ann’s sundress shows off her tan. 


tan /ten/, tanned adj -nn- © a tanned face 

tan /ten/ v [I] -nn- © Judy tans easily. 
CHANGE INTO LEATHER /tzn/ v[T] -nn- to change 
an animal skin into leather by wetting it with spe- 
cial chemicals 


tandem /'tzen-dam/ n [C] 1 two people or 
pieces of equipment that work together to achieve 
a result, or a team of two people or animals © Sev- 
eral races were held, including one for father-and- 
son tandems. 2 A tandem is also a bicycle built for 
two people. 3 If something is done in tandem, two 
people develop or work on it together or during 
the same period of time: This director and composer 
have worked in tandem on several films. 


tang /tezp/ n[U] a pleasantly strong taste or smell 
© the tang of sea air 
tangy /'tzen-i/ adj © the tangy taste of garlic 


tangent DIFFERENT SUBJECT /'tzen-d3ant/ n[C] 
a subject or activity that is different than the one 
you are talking about or doing © We were talking 
about exercise and got off on a tangent. 
tangential /tzn'd3en-tfal/ adj © a tangential 
issue 

MATH /'tzen-dzant/ n[C] 1 trigonometry in a tri- 
angle that has one angle of 90°, the RATIO (= com- 
parison) of the length of the side opposite an angle 
less than 90° divided by the length of the shorter 
of the two sides that are next to the angle 2 ge- 
ometry A tangentis also a line that touches a curve 
or solid at a particular point. > Picture: circle 


tangerine / tzn-dga'ri:n/ n [C] a type of or- 
ange that is small and has a thin skin 


tangible /‘tzn-d3a-bal/ adj real and able to be 
shown or touched © Drivers will see tangible im- 
provements on major roadways. 


tangle /‘teen-gal/ n [C] a messy mass of things © 
She pulled the tangle of wires out of the box. © Her 
hair was in a tangle. 
tangle /'taen-gal/ v [I/T] © [T] | tangled the cables 
and don’t know which is which. © [I] Her hair tangles 
easily. © [M] Who tangled these wires up? 
tangled /'tzen-gald/ adj She ran a hand through 
her tangled hair. 0 The whole issue is getting too 
tangled (= confused). 


IDIOM with tangle 


etangled up in something involved in something 
bad © | was not about to get tangled up in their 
argument. 


PHRASAL VERB with tangle 


etangle with someone to disagree or fight with 
someone © She’s not afraid to tangle with her father. 


tangoO /'ten-gou/ n[C] pitangos a dance of Latin 
American origin for two people, or the music for 
this dance 


tangy /‘tzn-i/ adj Oo See at TANG 


tank CONTAINER /tzenk/ n [C] a container that 
holds liquid or gas © a water tank © fuel/gas/oxygen 
tanks © a fish tank 


z bat | ahot | ai bite | av house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


977 tarantula 


eee 


tanker /'taen:kar/ n [C] a ship, aircraft, or truck 
built to carry liquids or gases © an oil tanker © We 
watched a tanker coming into the harbor. 
VEHICLE /taenk/ n [C] an enclosed military vehicle 
that travels on metal belts turned by wheels and 
is armed with large guns 


PHRASAL VERBS with tank 


etank up (something) FILL VEHICLE [M] infm/to fill 
the fuel container of a car © Dad asked me to tank 
the car up. 


tankard /‘tzn-kard/ n [C] a large drinking cup 
with a handle and usually a lid, mainly used for 
drinking beer 


tank top /‘tenk'tap/ n [C] a type of shirt that 
covers the upper part of the body but not the arms 
and is pulled on over the head 


tantalize /'taznt-4I a1z/ v [T] to excite or attract 
someone by offering or suggesting something 
that is unlikely to be provided or is not enough © 
Her paintings tantalize the eye. 
tantalizing /‘teent-l,a1-zin/ adj © a tantalizing 
question 


tantamount /‘tznt-a ,maunt/ adj equal © Her 
silence was tantamount to an admission of guilt. 


tantrum /‘tzn-tram/ n[C] a sudden period of 
extreme anger © My mom would throw a tantrum 
if | wouldn’t eat. 


tap HIT /tep/ v [I/T] -pp- 1 to hit something 
lightly and quickly, or to make a sound by doing 
this © [T] She tapped the back of his hand. © [I] Casey 
is tapping away at his computer. 2 To tap Is also to 
TAP-DANCE. 
tap /teep/ n[C] © She gave hima tap on the shoul- 
der. © There was a tap at the door. 

DEVICE /tzep/n[C] 1 a device that controls the flow 
of liquid, esp. water; a FAUCET © Please turn off the 
tap. 2 Beer that is on tap is served from a BARREL 
(= large container) through a tap. 

OBTAIN /tzep/ v [I/T] -pp- to obtain or make use of 
something © [T] Their try to tap the students’ nat- 
ural abilities. © [I] | can tap into computers all over 
the world. 


TELEPHONE /tzp/ n, v -pp- a WIRETAP 
IDIOM with tap 


eon tap available © There are several new movies 
on tap this weekend. 


PHRASAL VERBS with tap 


etap out something/someone USE UP [M] to use 
everything that is available, or to get all the money 
that you can from someone © After paying our 
daughter's college tuition, we're tapped out. 

etap out something USE KEYS [M] to use a com- 
puter or other device to write text O He tapped out 
the chapters on a home computer. 


tap-dance /‘teep-deens/ v [I] to dance wearing 
shoes with metal pieces attached to the bottoms 
to make a rhythmic sound 
tap dance /'tap-dzens/ n[C] © She does a tap 
dance with no music. 


tap dancing /‘tep ,den:sin/ n [U] © | took tap 
dancing when | was little. 


tape © STICKY MATERIAL /teip/ n [U] a long, 
narrow strip of plastic, cloth, or paper that is sticky 
on one side and is used to attach things © masking/ 
duct tape © packing/electrical tape © (trademark) 
Scotch tape 
tape © /teip/ v [T] © | taped a note on her door. 
© He taped the pages back together. 

RECORDING MATERIAL /te1p/ n [C/U] a long, nar- 
row strip of plastic or thin metal used to record 
and play sound or sound and pictures; a CASSETTE 
or VIDEOTAPE © [C] Did you make a tape of Tyler's 
concert? © [U] Is that movie available on tape yet? 
tape © /teip/ v [T] © This song was taped (= re- 
corded) live in concert. 

STRIP /terp/ n[C] along, narrow strip of cloth, pa- 
per, or thin metal © a tape measure 


tape deck n[C] a machine that plays and may 
also record sound on TAPE 


tape measure n([C] a long strip of plastic, thin 
metal, or cloth that is marked in units for measur- 
ing and can be rolled up to be stored © Compare 
RULER 


taper /'tei-par/ v [I/T] to become gradually nar- 
rower © [T] The drill bit is tapered on one end. 


PHRASAL VERB with taper 


e taper off to become smaller in size or less in de- 
gree © Mortgage rates may taper off in the spring. 
© The rain will taper off by morning. 


tape recorder n[C] a machine that is used for 
playing and recording sound 


tapestry /‘tzp-a-stri/ n [C/U] a strong cloth 
with colored threads woven into it to create a pic- 
ture or design, usually hung on a wall or used to 
cover furniture © [C] Mitchell creates tapestries that 
depict river landscapes. 


tapeworm /'teip-w3rm/ n [C] a PARASITE (= 
animal that lives in another organism and feeds 
from it) that sometimes lives inside the bowels of 
humans and other animals 


taps /teps/ p!na musical signal played at military 
funerals and in the evening to tell soldiers that 
lights are to go off © We heard the bugle playing 
taps. 


tap water n [U] the water that comes into 
houses and other buildings from the local water 
system 


tar SUBSTANCE FOR ROADS /tar/ n [U] a black 
substance, sticky when hot, used esp. for making 
roads 
tar /tar/ v[T] -rr- © They'll be tarring our street this 
week. 

SUBSTANCE IN SMOKE /tar/ n[U] a substance in to- 
bacco smoke that causes harm to the lungs 


tarantula /to'rzen-tfa-la/ n [C] a type of large, 
hairy SPIDER (= creature with eight legs), some of 
which have a painful bite 
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tardy /'tard:i/ adj late in happening or arriving © 
a tardy payment/delivery O You were tardy for school 
twice in the last week. 


target © INTENDED RESULT /'‘tar-gat/ n [C] a 
result or situation that you intend to achieve 0 We 
met our sales target for the year. O Your calculations 
were on target (= accurate). 
target © /'tar-gat/ v [T] to intend to achieve an 
effect or purpose, or to direct toward a particular 
person or group © The candidate's ads target con- 
servative, middle-class voters. 

OBJECT AIMED AT /'tar-gat/ n [C] 1 an object 
aimed and fired at during shooting practice, often 
a circle with a pattern of rings, or any object or 
place at which arrows, bullets, bombs, and other 
MISSILES are aimed © / missed the target. © The plane 
passed over the target. 2 A target is also a person 
Or group attacked in some way: The president was 
the main target of the senator's speech. 
target © /'tar-gat/ v [T] © /t is unfortunate that 
children have been targeted by so much advertising 
on TV. 


target practice n[U] the activity of shooting 
at TARGETS (= circles with colored rings around 
them) in order to improve your skill 


tariff /‘tzr-of/ n[C] social studies a government 
charge on goods entering or leaving a country © 
import tariffs 


tarmac /'tar-meek/ n [U] an area of ground cov- 
ered with a hard surface, esp. the areas of an air- 
port where aircraft park, land, and take off © The 
plane was damaged on landing when it slid off the 
tarmac. 


tarnish /‘tar-nif/ v [I/T] 1 (of metal surfaces) to 
become less bright or a different color © [I] Silver 
tarnishes easily. 2 lf something tarnishes your opin- 
ion of someone or something, you no longer be- 
lieve the person is as good as you had thought: [T] 
The scandal has tarnished the agency's reputation. 


tarot /'tzr-ou/ n [U] a set of cards with pictures 
on them that represent different parts of life and 
that are believed to show what will happen in the 
future 


tarp /tarp/, tarpaulin /tar'po:-lan, 'tar-pa-/ n [C] 
a large piece of waterproof cloth or plastic that is 
used as a cover O We hung a tarp above the picnic 
table to keep it dry if it rains. © A tarp was draped 
over the boxes. 


tar paper n [U] heavy paper covered with TAR 
that is sometimes used to protect buildings from 
rain 

tarry /‘tzr-i/ v [I] dated to stay somewhere longer 
than you should © The boy tarried awhile. 


tart SOUR /tart/ adj tasting sour © / like tart, firm 
apples, like Granny Smiths. 

FOOD /tart/ n[C] a small pastry with a usually sweet 
filling and no top © fruit tarts O | ordered the blue- 
berry tart. 


tartan /'tart-8n/ n[C] a cloth woven in a pattern 
of different colored straight strips crossing each 


other at 90 angles, or the pattern itself; PLAID © a 
tartan kilt 


tartar /'tart-ar/n[U] a hard yellow or brown sub- 
stance that forms on the teeth © / use a toothpaste 
that removes tartar. 


tartar sauce n [U] MAYONNAISE (= a cold, 
thick, creamy sauce) containing small pieces of 
herbs and vegetables, usually eaten with fish 


Taser /'tet-zar/ n [C] trademark a special gun used 
by police to stop criminals by making them tem- 
porarily unable to move 


task © /tzsk/ n[C] a piece of work to be done, 
esp. one done regularly, unwillingly, or with diffi- 
culty © Our first task after we moved was to find a 
doctor. © Making these pastries is no easy task. 
They face the daunting task of rebuilding their 
economy. 


task force n[C] a group of people working to- 
gether to do a particular job, esp. to solve a 
problem 


taskmaster /'tzsk mezs-tar/ n [C] someone 
who gives others a lot of work to do and expects 
them to work hard © Our new teacher is a tough 
taskmaster. 


tassel /'taes-al/ n [C] a group of short strings or 

cords held together at one end and used as a 
hanging decoration esp. on hats, curtains, and 
furniture 


taste FLAVOR /teist/ n [C/U] 1 a flavor and feel- 
ing produced by food or drink in your mouth that 
tells you what it is and lets you appreciate it, or 
the ability to have this feeling © [U] Sugar has a 
sweet taste and lemons have a sour taste. © [U] I’ve 
lost my taste for (= stopped enjoying the taste of) 
spicy foods. 2 A taste is also a small amount: [C 
usually sing] Have a taste of this sauce and tell me 
if it’s too salty. © [C usually sing] (fig.) | had a taste 
of (= | briefly experienced) factory work last sum- 
mer, and | didn’t like it at all. 
taste /teist/ v © [L] Coffee always tastes good in 
the morning. © [| always + adv/prep] This tastes as 
if/as though/like it has pepper in it. © [T] | hope you 
can taste the garlic. © [T] Taste (= try a little of) this 
and tell me if you like it. 
tasteless /'tets-tlas/ adj (of food) not producing 
any flavors or feeling in the mouth that tells you 
what is being eaten © The soup was watery and 
tasteless. 
tasty /'ter-sti/ adj (of food) producing a pleasant 
flavor and feeling in the mouth when eaten © a 
tasty meal/dessert 


JUDGMENT /teist/ n [C/U] 1 a person’s ability to 
judge and appreciate what is good and suitable, 
esp. in art, beauty, style, and behavior © [U] Bar- 
bara has good/poor taste in clothes. 2 Taste is also 
a person’s liking for or appreciation of something: 
[C] My son and | have very different tastes in music. 
tasteful /'terst-fal/ adj showing good judgment, 
esp. in style O a tasteful Oriental rug 
tasteless /'ters-tlas/ adj showing such bad judg- 
ment as to be offensive © They received hundreds 
of complaints after he told a tasteless joke on TV. 
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tastefully /'‘terst-fa-li/ adv 
WORD FAMILY taste 


Nouns _ taste Adjectives tasteful 
distaste distasteful 
Verbs taste ioe i 
as 
Adverbs _ tastefully 4 


taste bud n [C usually pl] any of a large group 
of cells found mostly on the tongue that allow dif- 
ferent tastes to be recognized 


tatters /'tzt-arz/ pl n torn pieces © His clothes 
were in tatters (= torn apart). 
tattered /'tat-ard/ adj (of cloth) damaged by 
continuous use or age, esp. torn in strips © old tat- 
tered flags 


tattoo /tz'tu:/ n[C] pitattoos a permanent pic- 
ture, pattern, or word on the surface of skin, cre- 
ated by using needles to put colors under the skin 
tattoo /tz'tu:/ v [T] pres. part. tattooing, past tat- 
tooed © An eagle was tattooed on his chest. 


taught /to:t/ past simple and past participle of 
TEACH 


taunt /to:nt, tant/ v[T] to try to make other peo- 
ple angry or upset by insulting them, laughing at 
them, etc. © The movie is about a criminal who 
taunts the police with phone calls. 
taunt /to:nt, tant/ n [C] © At school, he had re- 
ceived jeers and taunts because of his size. 


Taurus /'to:r-as/ n [C/U] the second sign of the 
ZODIAC, covering the period April 20 to May 20 
and represented by a BULL, or a person born dur- 
ing this period 


taut /to:t/ adj stretched tightly; tight © She tight- 
ened the strings of the guitar to make them taut. © 
(fig.) The story is a taut (= exciting, with fast action) 
psychological drama. 


tavern /'tzv-arn/ n [C] a place where alcoholic 
drinks are sold and drunk 


tawdry /'to:-dri, 'ta-dri/ adj showy, cheap, and 
of poor quality © tawdry jewelry/furnishings 


tawny /'to:-ni, 'tan-i/ ad [-er/-est only] of a light 
yellow-brown color, like that of a lion © tawny fur 


tax MONEY /tzeks/ n [C/U] social studies 1 (an 
amount of) money paid to the government, usu- 
ally a percentage of personal income or of the cost 
of goods or services bought © [C] income/sales/ 
Social Security tax © [C] a property/gasoline tax © 
[U] The senator proposed a tax increase/cut. 2 so- 
cial studies A tax refund is money returned to you 
from the government because you have paid more 
than you needed to for a particular year. 
tax /taeks/ v [T] © He maintained that corporations 
were not being taxed enough. 
taxable /'tak-sa-bal/ adj [not gradable] (of in- 
come) that must be included in calculating the 
percentage you have to pay the government 
taxation /tak'ser-fan/ n [U] the process by 
which the government of a country obtains 
money from its people in order to pay for its 
expenses 


NEED EFFORT /taks/ v [T] to be difficult for some- 
one or use too much of something © All he has to 
do is wash a few dishes — that shouldn't tax him too 
much. © Round-the-clock nursing care severely taxed 
her resources. 
taxing /'taek-stp/ adj needing too much effort © 
After the surgery, | couldn’t do anything too taxing 
for a while. 


WORD FAMILY tax 


Nouns tax 
taxation 


Adjectives taxable 
taxing 


Verbs tax 


tax break n [C] a change in law that results in 
the opportunity to pay less in taxes O With this 
change, high-income people will get a tax break. 


tax-deductible adj (not gradable] allowed to 
be subtracted from your income when you calcu- 
late your taxes 


tax-exempt adj (not gradable] not considered 
as part of your income when you calculate your 
taxes © tax-exempt municipal bonds 


taxi VEHICLE /'taek-si/, taxicab /'taek-si: ,keeb/, 
cab n[C] a car with a driver whom you pay to take 
you where you want to go © The buses weren't run- 
ning, so we took a taxi. 

MOVE /'tzek:si/ v [I] taxis, pres. part. taxiing, pasttax- 
ied (of an aircraft) to move slowly on the ground 
o After a half-hour delay, our plane taxied to the run- 
way for takeoff. 


taxpayer /'teks per-ar/ n [C] a person who 
pays taxes © $730 million of taxpayers’ money will 
be needed to build the new stadium. 


tax return n [C] a document on which you re- 
port your income each year to calculate your taxes 


tax shelter n [C] a financial arrangement by 
which a person can avoid paying the government 
the usual percentage of money. earned from in- 
vestments or income 


TB n (U] abbreviation for TUBERCULOSIS 


tbsp. n [C] pi tbsp. abbreviation for TABLESPOON © 
Add 1 tbsp. sugar. 


TD n [C] abbreviation for TOUCHDOWN FOOTBALL 
GOAL 


tea /ti:/ n [C/U] 1 the dried and cut leaves of esp. 
the tea plant, or a drink made by pouring hot wa- 
ter onto these © [U] I’d love a nice cup of hot tea. © 
[C] We have a variety of herbal teas. 2 Br Tea is also 
a light meal eaten in the late afternoon or early 
evening. 


tea bag n [C] a small amount of tea leaves ina 
thin paper bag 


teach /ti:tJ/ v [I/T] past taught 1 to instruct or 
train someone or give someone knowledge of 
something © [I] / taught for a few years before be- 
coming a lawyer. © [T] He taught his children English/ 
taught English to his children. 2 To teach school is 
to have a job instructing children in a school. 
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teacher /'ti:-tfar/ n[C] a person who instructs or 
trains others, esp. in a school © an English/math/ 
kindergarten teacher 

teaching /'ti:-tfiq/ n [C/U] © [U] | enjoy teaching, 
but it can be exhausting. >» Usage: learn, teach, or 
study? at LEARN 
WORD FAMILY teach 
Nouns teacher 


Verbs teach 


teaching 
teachings 


i 


WORD CHOICES teach 


Instruct can sometimes be used instead of 
‘teach 
His job is to instruct people in the use of the 
gym equipment. 
Train can be used when you are teaching peo- 
ple how to do a job or activity. 
She trains new hairdressers. 
If someone teaches special classes in sports or 
a school subject, especially to one person ora 
small group, you could use the verb coach. 
She coaches students in French. 
He coaches young football players. 
Tutor could also be used when talking about 
teaching a school subject to one person or a 
small group. 
She tutors students in French. 
Educate means “to teach someone, especially 
using the formal system of school or college.” 
How much does it cost to educate a child 
privately? 


IDIOM with teach 


eteach someone a lesson to show someone, as a 
result of experience, what should not be done in 
the future © / sat in the sun all day at the beach and 
got a terrible sunburn — it really taught me a lesson. 


teachings /'ti:-tJ1qz/ pin an accepted set of be- 
liefs, esp. religious beliefs © the teachings of the 
Buddha/Koran/Catholic Church 


teak /ti:k/ n [U] the wood of a tree that grows in 
hot areas of the world, often used in furniture © a 
teak table 


team © /ti:m/ n[C] 1 a number of people who 
act together as a group, either in a sport or in order 
to achieve something © a baseball/basketball/foot- 
ball team © the legal/medical team © My favorite 
team is the New York Giants. 2 A team is also two 
or more horses or other animals working together 
to pull a load: a team of oxen 
team © /ti:m/ v [I] to act together to achieve 
something © Lang teamed with Draper to develop 
the vaccine. © Williamson and Erving teamed to give 
the Nets another championship. 


PHRASAL VERB with team 


eteam up (of a person or group) to join another 
person or group, esp. in order to work together to 
do something © 50 Cent and Jim Sheridan will team 
up on a new film. 
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teammate /'ti:m-meit/ n[C] a player on some- 
one’s team 


team player n [C] a member of a group who 
tries to do what is good for the group rather than 
what is good for just himself or herself 


team spirit n [U] a feeling of belonging to- 
gether that the members of a group have toward 
others in the group 


teamster /'ti:m-star/ n[C] someone who drives 
a TRUCK as a job 


teamwork /'ti:m-wark/ n[U] the combined ac- 
tions of a group of people working together effec- 
tively to achieve a goal 


teapot /'ti:-pat/ n [C] a container with a handle 
and a SPOUT (= tube-shaped opening) for making 
and serving tea 


tear EYE LIQUID /tir/ n[C usually pl] 1 a drop of 
salty liquid that flows from the eye when it is hurt 
or as a result of strong emotion, esp. unhappiness 
or pain O By the end of the movie | had tears in my 
eyes (= | was ready to cry). © The boy had lost his 
money and was in tears (= crying). 2 
tearful /'tr-fal/ adj with tears of sadness © The 
school year ended with tearful farewells to favorite 
teachers and best friends. 


PULL APART /ter, tzer/ v[I/T] past simp. tore, past part. 
torn to pull or be pulled apart or away from some- 
thing else, or to cause this to happen to something 
© [T] | caught my shirt on a nail and tore the sleeve. 
© [T] | tore a hole in my sleeve. © [T] Several pages 
had been torn out of the book. © [M] She tore off a 
strip of bandage and wrapped it around the wound. 
© [M] He angrily tore the letter up (= into small 
pieces). © [M] They tore down (= destroyed) the old 
building. © [M] (fig.) The political situation threat- 
ened to tear the country apart. 
tear /ter, taer/ n[C] © There’s a tear in the lining of 
my coat. 

HURRY /ter, tzer/ v [| always + adv/prep] past simp. 
tore, past part. torn infmi to move very quickly; to 
RUSH © She was late and went tearing around the 
house looking for her car keys. 


WORD FAMILY tear 


Nouns tear 


Adverbs tearfully 


Adjectives tearful 


PHRASAL VERBS with tear 


etear apart something/someone [M] to severely 
criticize something or someone © The critics tore 
apart his first novel, but he never gave up. 

etear someone/yourself away to persuade some- 
one to leave with difficulty, or to find it difficult to 
leave O We were having such a good time that | had 
trouble tearing myself away from the party. 

*tear into something/someone ATTACK to attack 
or criticize someone or something violently © He 
tore into the witnesses and exposed inconsistencies. 
etear into something DO ENTHUSIASTICALLY to 
start doing something with energy and enthusi- 
asm 0 I'd love to see John Amos tear into the meaty 
role of the president. 
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etear off something [M] to quickly remove clothes 
© She tore off her apron and ran into the living room. 


tear gas n[U] a gas that hurts the eyes and pro- 
duces tears, and is used sometimes by police to 
control crowds 


tearjerker /'tir,d33r-kar/ n [C] infm! a book, 
movie, or other story that makes people cry or feel 
sad 


tease /ti:z/ v[I/T] to intentionally annoy a person 
or animal by saying something that is not true or 
pretending to do something, often in a playful way 
0 [T] Don’t tease the dog by showing her the treat if 
you're not going to give it to her. © [I] | was only 
teasing (= joking), | didn’t mean anything by it. 
tease /ti:z/ n [C] a person who likes to annoy 
other people by saying false things or pretending 
to do something 


WORD CHOICES tease 


If someone is teasing a person as a joke by tell- 
ing that person something that is not true, you 
could use the verbs joke or, in informal English, 
kid. 
I’ve lost your passport. Only joking! 
I’m sorry | forgot to get you a birthday 
present. Only kidding! 
You can also use the informal phrase pull some- 
one’s leg. 
Is that really your car or are you pulling my 
leg? 
lf someone is teasing a person in a friendly way, 
you can use the verb rib. 
His brothers were ribbing him about his new 
girlfriend. 
If someone is teasing a person in order to upset 
him or her, the phrase make fun of is often 
used. 
The other children made fun of him because 
he wore glasses. 
\f someone is teasing a person in order to upset 
him or her, you could in more formal situations 
use mock or ridicule. 
It was not unusual for our greatest inventors 
to be mocked and thought crazy. 
She didn’t say what she thought for fear of 
being ridiculed. 


LS 


teaspoon /'ti: spuin/, abbreviation tsp. n [C] a 
small spoon used to put sugar in coffee or tea and 
for eating or measuring food, or the amount this 
spoon holds 


teat /ti:t, tit/ n [C] the raised part of the female 
breast of a mammal through which an animal 
takes its mother’s milk; a NIPPLE 


technical © /'tek-ni-kal/ adj involving or need- 
ing special skills or knowledge, esp. in science or 
ENGINEERING (= the design and building of ma- 
chines, equipment, and structures) © The computer 
company ran into some last-minute technical prob- 
lems with its new disk drives. 
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technician /tek'nif-an/ n [C] a worker trained 
with special skills or knowledge, esp. in how to 
operate machines or equipment used in science © 
an X-ray technician © a laboratory technician 
> Confusables: technique or technical? at TECH- 
NIQUE 


WORD FAMILY technical 


Nouns technicality 
technicality 
technician 

technique 


Adjectives technical 


Adverbs technically 


technically © /'tek-ni-kli/ adv according to 
rules or to the law © Technically, lampreys are fish, 
though they are seen by many as snake-like 
monsters. 
technicality /,tek-ni'keel-at-i/ n [C] a decision 
based only on a specific rule or rules and not on 
any other consideration © The case was dismissed 
on a technicality and will be retried at a later date. 


Technicolor /'tek-ni,kal-ar/ n [U] trademark a 
method of making movies in color, or the colors 
typically produced by this method 


technique © /tek'ni:k/ n [C/U] 1 a way of per- 
forming a skillful activity, or the skill needed to do 
it © [C] New surgical techniques are constantly being 
developed. © [U] The violinist’s technique was flaw- 
less. 2 A technique is also a way of doing anything 
that involves planning: [C] She devised numerous 
techniques for annoying her father. 


CONFUSABLES 
technique or technical? 


A technique is a particular way of doing an ac- 
tivity. Do not confuse it with technical, which 
is an adjective usually describing the knowl- 
edge, machines, or methods used in science or 
industry. 
it’s a math textbook and it includes a lot of 
technical terms. 
it4s-a-math-textbeok-and-it-ineludes-atet-of 
teehnique-terms: 


technology © /tek'nal-a-d3i/ n [C/U] social 
studies 1 the methods for using scientific discov- 
eries for practical purposes, esp. in industry © [U] 
computer/medical/space technology 2 Technology 
is also a particular method by which science is used 
for practical purposes: [C] Dairy producers are ex- 
perimenting with new technologies to reduce the 
cholesterol in milk. 
technological @ /,tek-na'lad3-1-kal/ adj o We 
live in an era of rapid technological change. 
technologically @ /,tek-na'lad3-1-kli/ adv © 
The new cars will be energy efficient, environmentally 
friendly and technologically advanced. 


WORD FAMILY technology 
Nouns technology Adverbs technologically 


Adjectives technological 
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tectonic plate 


tectonic plate /tek'tan-1k ‘pleit/ n [C] earth 
science one of the parts of the earth’s surface that 
move in relation to each other 


teddy bear /‘ted-i: ber, -,bzer/ n [C] a soft toy 
bear 


tedious /'ti:d-i:-as/ adj boring and tiring, esp. 
because long or often repeated © tedious work/ 
tasks O Learning a new computer program can be a 
tedious process. 


tee /ti:/ n [C] in golf, the place where you begin 
to hit the ball at each HOLE (= area of play), or the 
small stick that holds the ball up so that you can 
hit it easily 


PHRASAL VERBS with tee 


etee off GOLF to begin a game or a hole in golf 
© The players teed off more than 90 minutes late 
because of heavy rains that made the course soggy. 
e tee someone off ANGER [M] slang to make some- 
one very angry © It really tees me off when she won't 
listen to me. 


teem /ti:m/ v [I] to rain heavily © You can’t go out 
without an umbrella — it’s teeming out there. 


PHRASAL VERB with teem 


«teem with something to contain large numbers 
of something, esp. animals or humans © a river 
teeming with trout © Belmont Avenue teems with ac- 
tivity on a typical weekday. 


teeming /'ti:-min/ adj [not gradable] filled with 
the activity of many people or things © He was 
enchanted by the teeming streets and outdoor mar- 
kets in the village. 


teenager /'ti: net-d3ar/, short form teen /ti:n/ n 
[C] a person who is 13 through 19 years old 


Juan 
de Fuca 
Plate 


Pacific 
Plate 


Cocos 
Plate 


teenage /'ti:-nerd3/, teenaged /'ti:-nerd3d/, 
short form teen /ti:n/ adj [not gradable] © They have 
two teenage sons. 


teens /ti:nz/ pi n 1 the years when you are 13 
through 19 years old © He hosted his own radio 
show while still in his teens. 2 The teens are also the 
numbers 13 through 19: Temperatures today will 
range from the teens to the twenties in the northeast. 


teeny /'ti:-ni/ adj [-er/-est only] infm/ small or little 
Oa teeny baby 0 | can't help thinking you're a teeny 
bit jealous. 


teepee /'ti:-pi:/ n[C] a TEPEE 
tee shirt /‘ti:-fart/ n [C] a T-SHIRT 


teeter /'ti:t-ar/ v [I always + adv/prep] to appear 
to be about to fall while moving or standing © They 
teetered around the room like two toddlers, helpless 
with laughter. © (fig.) The city is teetering on the 
brink/edge of (= dangerously close to) a financial 
calamity. 


teeter-totter /'ti:t-a,tat-ar/ n [C] a SEESAW 
teeth TOOTH /ti:6/ p! of TOOTH 


POWER /ti:6/ pi n effective force or power © This 
committee can make recommendations but it has no 
real teeth to enforce them. 


teethe /ti:3/ v [I] (of a baby or small child) to 
grow teeth © The baby was often cranky because 
she was teething. 


Teflon /'tef-lan/ n [U] trademark a chemically-pro- 
duced substance that is put on the inside of cook- 
ing pans to keep food from sticking 


tel. n[C] abbreviation for TELEPHONE © USAGE: Used 
esp. in writing. 


cp, North 
S5American 
Qa 


og 


Philippine 
Eurasian Plate 
Plate 


Pacific 


f Antarctic Plate 


TECTONIC PLATES 
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telecom /'tel-9,kam/ n [C] a TELECOMMUNICA- 
TIONS company (= one that provides telephone 
and related services) © Nearly every company in- 
volved in telecom is adopting Internet telephony 
technology in some way. 


telecommunications /ttel-9-ka,mju:-na 
‘kel: fanz/ pi n the sending and receiving of mes- 
sages by computer, telephone, radio, and televi- 
sion, or the business of doing this 

telecommuting /‘tel-3-ka ,mju:t-19/ n[U] the 
activity of working for a company but staying at 
home and communicating with an office by com- 
puter and telephone 
telecommuter /'tel-a-ka ,mju:t: ar/ n[C] © There 
are now millions of telecommuters with virtual 
offices. 


telegram /‘'tel-s,gram/, wire n [C] a message 
sent by TELEGRAPH 


telegraph /'tel-9,grzf/ n[U] a method of send- 
ing and receiving messages by electric signals that 
was used in the past, or the equipment used to do 
this 
telegraph /'tel-9,grzef/, wire v [T] © Reporters 
telegraphed details of the trial to their editors. 

telemarketing /'tel-s,mar-kat-19/ n [U] the 
selling of goods or services by telephone 

telepathy /ta'lep:a-6i/ n [U] communication 
with another person by thinking rather than by 
using words or other signals 


telephone /'tel-3,foun/, phone n [C/U] a de- 
vice for speaking to someone in another place by 
means of electrical signals 0 [C] Your telephone is 
ringing. © [U] | tried to reach her by telephone. 
telephone /'‘tel-o,foun/ v [T] © Palmer tele- 
phoned her attorney. 


USAGE aoe Sere Fa 
telephone and phone 

Telephone and phone are both used to mean 
the device. 

Can | use your phone/telephone, please? 
People usually use phone or call for the verb 
meaning “to use a phone.” 

I'll phone you this evening. 

Ill call you later. 

When the phone rings, you pick it up, answer 
it, or get it. 

Can you get the phone? 

When you finish a phone call, you hang up. 

Don't hang up —1 can explain everything! 


telephone book » [C] a PHONE BOOK 
telephone number n [(C] a PHONE NUMBER 


telephone pole, utility pole n [C] a tall pole 
to which telephone or electrical wires are attached 


telescope DEVICE /'tel-2,skoup/ n [C] a cylin- 


drical device that you look through to make ob- 
jects that are far away look nearer and bigger 


tell 


telescopic /,tel-a'skap-1k/ adj [not gradable] © 
My camera’s telescopic lens lets me take great close- 
ups. 

SHORTEN /'tel-9,skoup/ v[T] to shorten something 
© Redford telescoped decades of history into a two- 
hour TV show. 


telethon /‘tel-a,¢an/ n [C] a long television 
show broadcast to collect money for a CHARITY (= 
an organization that helps people) 


televise /‘tel-9,vaiz/ v [T] to broadcast an event 
or show on television © The game will be televised 
live from Cincinnati. 
televised /'tel-a,vaizd/ adj [not gradable] © a 
televised speech 


television /'tel-9 viz: an/, abbreviation TV n[C/U] 
1 a large box with a viewing screen which receives 
electrical signals and changes them into moving 
pictures and sound © [C] Most homes have televi- 
sions. 2 Television is also the programs that you 
watch, or the business of broadcasting them: [U] 
Is there anything interesting on television tonight? © 
[U] Your problem is that you watch too much 
television. 


USAGE 5 | eet 
television 
Be careful to say on television when you are 
talking about the programs that you watch. 
There’s never anything worth watching on 
television. 
There! “5 aa: 
Be careful to choose the correct verb with tele- 
vision. You watch television. You do not look 
television. 
Most children watch too much television. 
Most-childrentookteo-much-television: 


tell say /tel/ v [I/T] past told to say something to 
someone, esp. to give instructions or information; 
report © [T] Can you tell me how to get to the bus 
station? © [I] She told about her travels overseas. 
» Usage: say or tell? at SAY SPEAK 


USAGE , sd : [> 
tell 
Remember to use the preposition about in the 
phrase tell someone about something. 

Tell me about your trip - where did you go? 


WORD CHOICES tell! 


See also: say 
Let someone know is a common phrase that 
means the same as “tell.” 

Let me know if youd like to come. 
The verb give can be used when you tell some- 
one some information. 

Can you give the message to Jo? 

He gave me a few details of what had 

happened. > 
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teller 


Inform or notify can be used when someone 
tells a person some facts, especially in an official 
situation. 

The names of the injured will not be released 
until their relatives have been informed of 
the accident. 

The school is required to notify parents if their 
children fail to arrive at school. 

If someone tells a person official information, 
you could, in formal English, use the verb 
advise. 

They were advised of their rights. 

The verbs relate and recount are used in formal 
English when someone tells a story or talks 
about a series of events that have happened. 

She related the events of the previous week to 
the police. 

He recounted his adventures since he had left 
home. 

The phrasal verb pass something on can be 
used when you tell someone something that 
another person has told you. 

John told me they were getting engaged but 
please don’t pass it on to anyone else. 

If someone tells something to a lot of people, 
the phrase spread the word is sometimes used. 

I’ve arranged the meeting for next Tuesday so 
if you see anyone, spread the word. 

If you tell someone some bad news which will 
affect them, you could use the phrase break 
the news. 

| didn’t want to be the one to break the news 
to him. 


SHOW /tel/ v [T] past told to show or give infor- 
mation in ways other than talking © This light tells 
you when the battery is low. 


ORDER /tel/ v [T] past told to order someone to do 
something © /| told you to be home by eleven. 


KNOW /tel/ v[I/T] past told to know or recognize © 
[\] It’s hard to tell which is better. © [T] It’s easy to 
tell a robin by its red breast. © [+ (that) clause] | 
could tell that you were unhappy. © [T] This one is 
supposed to be better, but how can you tell the 
difference? 


IDIOMS with tell 


el'm telling you, I’ll tell you believe me when | say 
this © I’m telling you, he’s the best player in the 
American League. © We've been waiting a long time 
for this, I'll tell you. O USAGE: Used to emphasize 
what you are saying. 

etell it like it is to describe a situation honestly 
without avoicing any unpleasant details © / want 
a newspaper that tells it like it is, without any opinion 
or political bias. 

e tell me about it infm/| feel the same way or | have 
had the same experience © “He’s driving me crazy 
with his bad jokes.” “Tell me about it!” 

tell (someone) the truth to speak honestly © Ok, 
tell me the truth, did you take her purse? 

e(1) tell you what | will make you this offer 0 / tell 
you what, we'll pay for your plane ticket. 


e tell time to be able to read the time from a clock 
© Has Adam learned to tell time yet? 

eto tell (you) the truth | have to admit © To tell 
the truth, | couldn’t hear a word he said. 


PHRASAL VERBS with tell 


etell someone/something apart to recognize the 
difference between people or things that are simi- 
lar © Many people have a hard time telling less ex- 
pensive perfumes apart. 

etell off someone [M] to criticize someone angrily 
© Rob told off his boss, then quit. 

etell on someone infmi to give information about 
someone’s bad behavior or secrets © If you don’t 
stop hitting, I’m going to tell on you. 


teller /‘tel-ar/ n [C] a person in a bank who re- 
ceives and pays out money to customers 


telltale /'tel-tel/ adj important because of 
showing information © These are some of the telltale 
signs of termites. 


telophase /‘tel-a ,ferz, ti:-la-/ n [U] biology the 
last stage in cell division 


temp /temp/ n [C] infm! a person employed to 
work temporarily for a business 
temp /temp/ v [I] infmio | temped for a long time. 


temper STATE /'tem-par/ n [C/U] 1 the state of 
your mind or feelings © [C] john has a bad temper. 
2 Temper is also strong emotion, esp. anger: [U] 
a fit of temper © [C] You need to learn to contro! your 
temper. 3 A temper tantrum is a sudden show of 
great anger. 


LESSEN /'tem-par/ v[T] to lessen the force or effect 
of something © Perhaps you should temper your 
language. 


temperament /'tem-pra-mant/ n [C/U] the 
emotional character or state of mind of people or 
animals, as shown in their behavior © [C] Their tem- 
peraments are very different. © [U] Trudy has the nic- 
est temperament of all our dogs. 
temperamental /,tem-pra'ment:l/ adj [not 
gradable] 1 expressive of your emotional character 
© a temperamental young man 2 If a machine is 
temperamental, it sometimes works and some- 
times does not: Our VCR can be temperamental. 


temperance /'tem-pa-rans/ n [U] social stud- 
ies the habit or practice of avoiding extremes of 
behavior, esp. not drinking too much alcohol 


temperate /'tem-pa-rat/ adj [not gradable] 
not extreme; within a middle range © The climate 
here is pretty temperate. 


temperature /‘tem-pa-ra-tfar, -,tJur/ n [C/U] 
1 the measured amount of heat in a place or in 
the body © [C] Temperatures should reach the 50s 
today. © [U] An increase in temperature is normal. 2 
A temperature is also a fever: [C] You have a 
temperature. 


tempest /'tem-past/ n [C] a violent storm 
IDIOM with tempest 


etempest in a teapot something of no impor- 
tance that causes a great deal of excitement or 
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tendril 


trouble © /t seemed like an innocent remark, but it 
set off a tempest in a teapot. 


tempestuous /tem'pes-t/a-was/ adj violently 
emotional © They finally broke up, ending their tem- 
pestuous relationship. 


template /'tem-plat/ n [C] a shape made of 
metal, plastic, or paper which is used to make cop- 
ies or to help someone cut something accurately 
© The use of templates is crucial to stone carving. 


temple BUILDING /'tem-pal/ n [C] a building 
used for religious worship 

PART OF HEAD /'tem:pal/ n[C] the flat area at each 
side of the upper part of the face 


tempo /'tem-pou/ n [C/U] pi tempos 1 the 
speed of a movement or activity © [U] Tracy likes 
the tempo of city life. 2 music Tempo is also the 
speed at which music is played, sometimes written 
as a number at the beginning of a piece: [C] /t 
sounded like they were playing at different tempos. 


temporary © /'tem:pa,rer-i/ adj [not grada- 
ble] not lasting or PERMANENT © a temporary con- 
dition © a temporary contract 
temporarily @ /,tem-pa'rer-a-li/ adv [not 
gradable} © The player was temporarily suspended 
from the tournament. 


~WORD CHOICES | ee 


The phrase for now can be used to say that 
something should happen or be done now but 
can be changed later. 

Just put everything on the table for now — I'll 

sort it all out later. 
The adjective disposable can be used to de- 
scribe objects which are intended to be used 
temporarily and then thrown away. 

| bought a disposable camera at the airport. 

If something is temporary and low quality, you 
can say that it is makeshift. 

We built a makeshift shelter under the trees. 
The adjective short-lived can be used instead 
of temporary when it means “lasting for a short 
time.” 

| had a few relationships in college, most of 

which were fairly short-lived. 
The adjectives provisional or interim can be 
used when something is temporary because it 
is likely to change soon. 

After the war, a provisional government was 

SeCup. 

This is only an interim solution. 

The adjective acting is often used to describe 
someone who does a job temporarily while the 
person who usually does it is not there. 

He'll be the acting director until they appoint 

a permanent one. 


tempt /temt/ v [T] to encourage someone to 
want to have or do something, esp. something 
wrong © I’m trying to diet — don’t tempt me with 
that cake! 


temptation /tem'ter fan/ n [C/U] © [U] It’s not 
easy to resist temptation. © [C] Ice cream is always 
a real temptation for me. 
tempting /‘tem:tin/ adj [not gradable] © Any free 
offer is always tempting. 


IDIOM with tempt 


etempt fate to take a foolish risk because you de- 
pend too much on luck © Leaving your door un- 
locked is just tempting fate. 


ten /ten/ number 1 10 © The twins are ten. 0 a ten- 
seat minivan 2 Ten can also mean ten o’clock. 
tenth /tene/ adj, adv, n [C] 1 My sister spoke 
tenth, right after me. O [C] It was the tenth of May. 
2 A tenth is one of ten equal parts of something. 


tenacious /ta'ner-fas/ adj [not gradable]} un- 
willing to accept defeat or stop doing or having 
something © Seles is a tenacious opponent — she 
never gives in. 
tenacity /ta'nes-at-i/ n [U] © They cling with ad- 
mirable tenacity to their traditions. 


tenant /'ten-ant/ n [C] a person who rents a 
room, a building, or land © For years, they were 
tenants on my father’s property. 


tend BE LIKELY /tend/ v [I] to be likely to happen 
or to have a particular characteristic or effect 0 We 
tend to eat at home. © Children tend to be like their 
parents. 
tendency /'ten-dan:si/ n [C] © She has a ten- 
dency to work late. © There’s a growing tendency to 
try kids as adults. 


CARE /tend/ v[T] to care for something or someone 
© He carefully tends his garden all summer. 


tender GENTLE /'ten-dar/ adj gentle, caring, or 
sympathetic © He gave her a tender kiss. 

PAINFUL /'ten-dar/ adj easily hurt; painful O My arm 
was very tender after the injection. 

SOFT /'ten-dar/ adj (of food) easily cut or chewed 
© My steak was juicy and tender. 
tenderize /'ten-da,raiz/ v [T] © Certain ingredi- 
ents and cooking methods tenderize tough foods. 

YOUNG /'ten-dar/ adj [not gradable] young and 
not experienced © At the tender age of 17, he joined 
the army. 

OFFER /‘ten-dar/ v [T] to offer something, usually 
in writing, or to make an offer in writing to do 
something © The Secretary wants to leave but has 
not yet tendered his resignation. © This is the richest 
contract ever tendered to a baseball player. 
tender /‘ten-dar/ n[C] a formal offer, esp. to buy 
something 


tenderhearted /‘ten-dar'hart:ad/ adj gentle 
and caring © He was extremely tenderhearted with 
little children. 


tendon /‘ten-dan/ n [C] biology a strong cord 
that connects a muscle to a bone and allows 
movement, esp. of the arms, legs, and head 


tendril /‘ten-dral/ n [C] a thin stem of a plant 
that twists and curls, or anything similar, such.as a 
curl of hair 
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tenement 


tenement /‘ten-9-mant/ n [C] a type of apart- 
ment building, esp. one with many small apart- 
ments that is in a poor area 


tenet /'ten-at/ n [C] a principle that is an ac- 
cepted belief of a particular group © A major tenet 
of the women’s movement has been that society 
needs their talents. 


tennis /'ten-as/ n [U] a game played on a spe- 
cially marked playing area in which two or four 
people use RACKETS to hit a small ball across a cen- 
ter net 


tennis shoe n[C]a SNEAKER, esp. one designed 
especially for playing tennis 


tenor VOICE /'ten-ar/ n[C] a man’s singing voice 
in the highest range, or a person or musical instru- 
ment with this range 


CHARACTER /'ten-ar/ n [U] the character or usual 
pattern of something © Suddenly the tenor of the 
meeting changed, and people started insulting each 
other. 


tense © ANXIOUS /tens/ adj 1 anxious, unable 
to relax, or causing anxiety O She was very tense as 
she waited for the interview. © The family was faced 
with a tense financial situation. 2 If a situation is 
tense, it causes feelings of worry or anxiety. 
tension @ /'ten-tfan/n[U] 1 anxiety and worry 
© The tension was unbearable as we waited for our 
exam results. 2 Tension is also an anxious situation 
of anger and lack of trust between two groups of 
people. 

tensely © /'ten-sli/ adv 

STIFF /tens/ adj tight and stiff © Relax! Why are you 
so tense? 

tense €9 /tens/ v [I/T] © [T] He tensed his body 
just before diving from the high board. © [I] She 
tensed up as the car went faster and faster. 
tension @ /'ten-tfan/ n[U] © We need more ten- 
sion in the wires, so pull them tighter. 

tensely © /‘ten:sli/ adv 


VERB FORM /tens/ n[C] grammar any of the forms 
of a verb which show the time at which an action 
happened © “I sing” is in the present tense and 
shows action happening now, and “I will sing” is in 
the future tense, showing action that will happen 
later. 


tent /tent/ n [C] a movable shelter, usually made 
of a strong cloth supported by poles and held in 
position by ropes fixed to the ground © We pitched 
our tents near the stream. 


tentacle /‘tent-1-kal/ n ([C] a long, thin, arm of 
some sea animals, such as the OCTOPUS and 
JELLYFISH 


tentative /‘tent-at-1v/ adj not certain or confi- 
dent © We have tentative plans to go to Hawaii in 
February. 
tentatively /'tent-at-iv-li/ adv © We have tenta- 
tively agreed to buy that house. 


tenth /ten@/ adj, adv, n See at TEN. 


tenuous /'ten-ja-was/ adj weak, unimportant, or 
in doubt © The aging dictator's hold on power is 
tenuous. 


tenure /'ten-jar/ n [U] the period of time when 
someone holds a job, esp. an official position, or 
the right to keep a job permanently © During his 
tenure as mayor, relations with the police depart- 
ment worsened. © Michelle has tenure in her new 
teaching position. 


tepee, teepee, tipi /‘ti:-pi:/ n [C] a type of round 
tent made from animal skins and supported by a 
frame of poles, used by some American Indians 


tepid /‘tep-ad/ adj [not gradable] (of liquid) not 
very warm, or (of feelings or actions) not very 
strong © There is only tepid support in Congress for 
the proposal. 


tequila /ta'ki:-lo/ n [C/U] a strong alcoholic 
drink originally from Mexico 


term TIME /t3rm/ n[C] 1 a period of time during 
which something lasts © Watson's term as chairman 
expired last month. O He served a prison term for 
robbery. © This budget plan is good for the long term 
but it hurts in the short term. 2 A term can be one 
of the periods into which a year is divided at a 
school or college: I’m taking computer program- 
ming during the fall term. 


EXPRESSION /t3rm/ n [C] 1 a word or phrase used 
in relation to a particular subject © Erikson is said 
to have coined the term “identity crisis.” 2 mathe- 
matics A term is also any number, VARIABLE (= 
symbol), or PRODUCT (= result of mutiplying). © 
See also: TERMS 
term /t3rm/ v [T] © None of the problems was 
termed serious. 


terminal © DEADLY /'tsr-man-4l/ adj [not 
gradable] (of a disease or illness) leading to death 
© His mother has a terminal illness. 
terminally /'tar-man-4l-i/ adv [not gradable] © 
terminally ill cancer patients 


BUILDING /'t3r-man-®l/ n [C] the place where a 
train, bus, aircraft, or ship begins or ends a trip, or 
the building used by passengers who are arriving 
or leaving © Your flight leaves from Terminal 3. 


ELECTRICITY /'t3r-man-2l/ n [C] a point at which a 
connection can be made to an electrical CIRCUIT 
(= system through which electricity flows) 

COMPUTER /'t3r-man-*l/ n [C] a piece of equip- 
ment used for communicating with a computer, 
esp. a KEYBOARD and screen 


terminal moraine n (C] earth science the 
large mass of rocks and dirt that is left by a melting 
GLACIER (= large mass of ice) at its farthest point 
of movement 


terminate © /'t3r-ma,neit/ v[I/T] fm/1 to end 
or stop, or to cause something to end or stop ° [I] 
Trains that used to terminate in Hoboken now run 
into New York. © [T] It sounded like she was trying 
to terminate the conversation. 2 An employee who 
is terminated no longer has a job: [T} Employees 
can be terminated if they miss too much work with- 
out good reason. 
termination © /,t3r-ma'ner-fan/ n [C/U] © [U] 
The contract provides for termination after two years. 


terminology /,t3r-ma'‘nal-a-d3i/ n [U] special 
words or expressions used in relation to a partic- 
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test 


ular subject or activity © sports terminology © sci- 
entific terminology 


termite /'t3r-mait/ n[C] a small, pale insect that 
eats wood 


term paper n[C] the main report written by a 
student for a particular class 


terms /t3rmz/ pin 1 the conditions that are part 
of an agreement or arrangement, or the features 
of an activity or idea © He violated the terms of the 
agreement. © She considers results in purely eco- 
nomic terms. © | want to leave this job on my own 
terms. 2 If two people are on good/bad/friendly 
terms, they have a good/bad/friendly relationship 
with one another: He was on good terms with im- 
portant people in Brazil. © See also: TERM WORD 


IDIOM with terms 


ein terms of something in relation to something © 
We try to do what is best for our customers in terms 
of the quality of our products. 


terrace /'ter-9s/ n[C] a flat area outside a build- 
ing, often with a stone floor, or a narrow, flat strip 
of land on the slope of a hill that is used for grow- 
ing crops 


terra cotta / ter-a'kat-9/ n [U] hard, baked, 
red-brown clay © terra-cotta tiles 


terra firma /ter-9'far-ma/ n [U] dry or solid 
land, when compared with the sea or air O He 
stepped off the ladder onto terra firma. 


terrain /to'rein/ n[U] an area of land, esp. when 
considering its natural features © rugged mountain 
terrain 


terrestrial /ta'res-tri:-al/ adj [not gradable] 
earth science relating to the planet earth, or living 
or existing on the land rather than in the sea or air 
oO Newton investigated terrestrial and celestial mo- 
tion. © marine and terrestrial environments 


terrible /‘ter-a-bal/ adj very unpleasant or seri- 
ous or bad © | saw terrible things happen. © My 
mother was a terrible cook. 
terribly /'ter-o-bli/ adv 1 (usually about some- 
thing bad or unpleasant) very much © I’m terribly 
disappointed | couldn't be there. 2 Sometimes ter- 
ribly is used to emphasize something good: I’m 
terribly excited about tonight's show. 


terrier /‘ter-i:-ar/ n [C] any of several types of 
small, active dogs 


terrific VERY GOOD /ta'rif-1k/ adj very good or 
enjoyable © Kate looks absolutely terrific tonight. 


VERY GREAT /ta'rif-1k/ adj used to emphasize the 
great amount or degree of something © This book 
has had a terrific influence on me. 
terrifically /to'rf-1-kli/ adv © That's not a terrifi- 
cally good idea. 


terrify /'ter-9,far/ v [T] to frighten someone se- 
verely © His looks are enough to terrify anyone. 
terrified /'ter-9 ,faid/ adj © She’s always been ter- 
rified of spiders. 
terrifying /‘ter-9,far-in/ adj © a_ terrifying 
experience 


territory /‘ter-9,to:ri, -,tour-i/ n [C/U] an area 
of land, sea, or space, esp. when it belongs to or 
is connected with a particular country, person, or 
animal © [U] Maryland gave up territory to form 
Washington, DC. o [C] The UN is sending aid to the 
occupied territories. 
territorial /,ter-a'to:r-i:-al, -'tour-/ adj [not grad- 
able] © He served as territorial governor. O Some ani- 
mals are territorial (= they defend particular areas 
against other animals). 


IDIOM with territory 


ego with the territory, come with the territory 
to be part of a particular activity © Criticism goes 
with the territory in politics. 


terror /'ter-ar/ n [C/U] 1 extreme fear, or violent 
action that causes fear © [U] She was screaming in 
terror as the flames got closer. © [C] You can't hide 
from the terrors of the world. 2 A terror is also a child 
who behaves badly and is difficult to control: [C] 
My brother is a little terror. 
terrorize /'ter-9,ra1z/ v[T] © Wild dogs terrorized 
the neighborhood. 


terrorism /‘ter-9,r1z:am/_n [U] social studies 
violent action for political purposes 
terrorist /'ter-a-rast/ n [C] 


terse /t3rs/ adj using few words © He was shouting 
terse orders for vehicles to pull over. 
tersely /'t3r-sli/ adv © “Storm coming,” he said 
tersely. 


TESL /'tes-al/ n[U] abbreviation for teaching English 
as a second language 


TESOL /'ti:-sal, -sa:1/ n [U] abbreviation for teaching 
English to speakers of other languages 


test /test/ n[C] 1 a set of questions or practical 
activities that show what someone knows or what 
someone or something can do or is like © a spelling 
test 2 A test is also a medical examination of part 
of your body or of something from your body: an 
eye testO a DNA test 3 A test is also an act of using 
something to find out whether it is working cor- 
rectly or how effective it is: a safety test 
test /test/ v[T] 1 Multiple-choice questions tested 
the students’ knowledge. 0 We test every component 
we make. 2 To test people or things can also be to 
present them with a situation which shows how 
good they are at dealing with difficulties: His gen- 
eration was tested by a world war. 
tester /'tes-tor/ n[C] 1 someone who tests some- 
thing, esp. a new product © Our 11-year-old tester 
pronounced the gadget “very cool.” 2 A tester is also 
a device or machine that performs tests © a battery 
ester 
testing /'tes-tig/ n [U] © Statewide testing begins 
this fall. 


IDIOMS with test 


estand the test of time, withstand the test of 
time to work well over a long period of time © The 
US Constitution has withstood the test of time. 

etest the water(s) to find out whether something 
is likely to be successful before you do or try it © 
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testament 


Candidates like to test the waters before running for 
office. 


testament /‘tes-ta-mant/ n [C/U] 1 proof of 
something © [C usually sing] He is a walking tes- 
tament to the value of hard work. 2 A testament is 
also a WILL DEATH PLAN. 


test ban n[C] an agreement between countries 
to stop testing nuclear weapons 


test case n[C] a case in a court that establishes 
principles which are used to decide other similar 
cases in the future 


test-drive /'tes-dratv/ v[T] past simp. test-drove, 
past part. test-driven to drive a car that you are 
considering buying in order to see if you like it 
test drive /'tes-draiv/ n[C] © We went for a test 
drive in the new Toyota. 


testicle /'tes-ti-kal/ n [C] p/ testicles, testes ei- 
ther of the two round male sex organs that pro- 
duce sperm and are enclosed in the SCROTUM (= 
bag of skin) near the PENIS 


testify /'tes-ta,far/ v to speak seriously about 
something, esp. to tell what you know about a 
case in a court of law after you have officially prom- 
ised to tell the truth © [I] Elizabeth testified before 
a grand jury. © [+ that clause] One witness testified 
that she saw the thief running away. 


testimony /'tes-ta,mou-ni/ n[C/U] a spoken or 
written statement that something is true, esp. one 
given in a court of law, or the act of giving sucha 
statement © [U] The value of their testimony is 
questionable. 


testosterone /tes'tas:ta ,roun/ n[U] biologya 
male HORMONE (= chemical substance produced 
in the body) that causes growth and body changes 
in older boys 


test pilot n[C] someone whose job is to fly new 
aircraft in order to make sure that they work 
correctly 


test tube n [C] science a small glass 
tube with one closed end that is used in 
some scientific experiments 


testy /'tes-ti/ adj lacking patience and 
feeling upset © My wife gets testy if we 
don’t have dessert. 


tetanus /'tet-®n-as/ n [U] an infectious 
disease that causes the muscles esp. 
around the mouth to become stiff 


téte-a-téte / tet-a'tet, tert-a'tert/ n [C] a pri- 
vate conversation between two people © a roman- 
tic téte-a-téte 

tether /'ted-ar/ n[C] a rope, chain, or other de- 
vice used to attach a person or animal to a fixed 
object 
tether /'ted-ar/ v [T] © Asthma kept him tethered 
to an oxygen tank. 


tetrad /'te-trzed/ n [C] biology a group of four 
cells produced during cell division 
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tetrahedron / te-tra'hi:-dran/ n [C] p/ tetra- 
hedrons, tetrahedra geometry a solid shape with 
four flat, triangular surfaces of equal size > Pic- 
ture: solid 


Tex-Mex /'tek'smeks/ adj [not gradable] refer- 
ring to the Mexican-American culture existing in 
Texas and the southwestern US © In Texas the food 
is all Tex-Mex cooking and barbecue. 


text © WRITING /tekst/ n [C/U] written or 
printed material © [U] The text is based on Irish 
legends. 

textual ® /'teks-tfa-wal/ adj [not gradable] re- 
lating to written or printed material © textual er- 
rors/analysis 


SEND /tekst/ v [T] to send a TEXT MESSAGE © /f | 
texted him and didn’t see a response within 15 min- 
utes, | would worry. 


textbook Book /'teks:buk/ n [C] a book that 
provides reading and exercises for a school or col- 
lege course © medical textbooks 


TYPICAL /'teks-buk/ adj [not gradable] usual or typ- 
ical © The group’s rise to stardom is a textbook case 
of how to make it in the recording industry. 


textile /‘tek-stail, 'teks-tal/ n[C] a cloth, esp. one 
that is woven © Imports of textiles rose last year. 


text message n [C] a short message you send 
to someone’s CELLULAR PHONE by pushing buttons 
for letters on your phone © Customers can also get 
text messages alerting them of traffic tie-ups. 
text messaging n [U] 


texture /'teks-tfar/ n [C/U] 1 the quality of 
something that can be known by touch, or the 
degree to which something is rough or smooth or 
soft or hard © [U] Wall hangings add texture to a 
room. © [C] She uses unique colors and textures in 
her paintings. 2 art The texture of a work of art is 
the features of the surface of it, which comes from 
the materials used to make it. 3 music The texture 
of a piece of music is a feature of the way it sounds, 
based on how the different instruments mix their 
parts and the speed at which they play. 
textured /'teks-tfard/ adj © textured fabrics 0 
(fig.) The book is a richly textured re-creation of life 
in the early 1900s (= it has a lot of detail). 


than /dzn, den/ prep, conjunction 1 used to join 
two parts of a comparison © My brother’s older than 
you. © You're earlier than usual. 2 Than is used with 
more or less to compare numbers or amounts: He 
wrote more than 20 books. © He spent less than a 
year there. 


thank /eznk/ v [T] 1 to express appreciation to 
someone for something the person has done © 
Don’t thank me, thank my father — he paid for it. 2 
disapproving If you thank someone for something 
bad, you mean that the person is responsible for 
it: You can thank John for this disaster. 
thankful /‘eznk-fal/ adj pleased or grateful © [+ 
that clause] | was thankful that school was over. 
thankfully /'ezenk-fa-li/ advo It’s been hard work, 
but thankfully it’s finished. 
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thankless /'6zen-klas/ adj unlikely to be appre- 
ciated © a thankless task O USAGE: usually said 
about a job or some work 

thanks /ezenks/ p/n 1 appreciation and pleasure 
because of something that has been done for you 
© | want to offer a word of thanks to all those who 
helped. 2 Thanks to means because of: Thanks to 
Sandy, | found this great apartment. 


WORD FAMILY thank 


Nouns thanks 


Adjectives thankful 
thankless 


Verbs thank 
Adverbs thankfully 


IDIOM with thank 


ethank God, thank goodness | am happy that 
something bad has been avoided or has finished 
© Spring is coming at last, thank goodness. 


Thanksgiving /¢zpks'giv-in/, Thanksgiving 
Day n[C/U] a national holiday on the fourth Thurs- 
day in November in the US and on the second 
Monday in October in Canada, when families get 
together for a big meal and express their appre- 
ciation for life, health, etc. 


thank you, infm/thanks exclamation used to ex- 
press appreciation to someone for offering or giv- 
ing you something, for helping you, or for asking 
how you are feeling © Thank you for calling. © 
Thanks for cleaning up. © “How are you?” “Fine, 
thank you.” 
thank you /'ezn-kju:/ n [C] something you say 
or do to express your appreciation for something 
© You deserve a big thank you. © He wrote a thank 
you note to his grandmother for the birthday present. 


that SOMETHING NOT HERE /dzt, dat/ pronoun, 
adj {not gradable] p/ those 1 used to refer to a 
person, object, event, etc., separated from the 
speaker by distance or time, or to something that 
has been referred to before, or to point to a par- 
ticular thing © This peach isn’t ripe — can | have that 
one (= the one farther away) on the table? © Put 
that box (= the particular box referred to) down 
before you drop it. © Where’s that pen (= the one | 
was using earlier)? © If she could play like that (= 
the way she is now playing) every day, she’d be a 
star, © She called him.an imbecile, and at that (= 
immediately after that) he stormed out of the room. 
2 That is also used to make a connection with an 
earlier statement: My usual train was canceled. 
That's why I’m late. © | didn’t know she’d been so ill. 
That’s terrible. 3 You say that is when you want to 
give further details or be more exact about some- 
thing: | should be there by seven, that is, unless 
there’s a lot of traffic. © Compare THIS THING 
REFERRED TO 


INTRODUCING A CLAUSE /dzet, dat/ conjunction 
used to introduce a clause reporting something or 
giving further information, although it can often 
be omitted © She said (that) she’d pick up Michael 
after work. © It’s possible (that) there‘ll be a job open- 
ing in a few weeks. © It was so dark (that) | couldn't 
see anything. » Usage: which, who, or that? at 
WHICH USED TO REFER 


USED TO REFER /éeet, dat/ pronoun used to show 
what particular thing is being referred to © Have 
you been to the new restaurant that just opened? © 
That’s the guy | was talking about. > Usage: this/ 
these or that/those? at THIS THING REFERRED TO 


AS MUCH /ézt, dat/ adv [not gradable] as much as 
suggested © It cost at least that much, if not more. 
© The movie really wasn’t that good (= was not very 
good). 


IDIOMS with that 


e that’s (about) it, that’s that infm/there is no more 
to be said or done © OK everybody, | think that’s it. 
You can all go home. © We talked about the election 
— that was about it. 0 | won't agree to it and that’s 
that. 

ethat’s life you have to accept what happens, 
even if it is not exactly what you wanted © | ’ve had 
some good jobs and some not so good, but that’s 
life. 

ethat’s more like it infm/ that is an improvement 
© Try again and see if you can do better — yes, that’s 
more like it. 


that'd /‘dat-ad/ contraction of that would or that 
had © That’d (= That would) be nice, don’t you 
think? 0 When it happened, | didn’t realize that’d (= 
that had) been the reason. 


that'll /‘dat-l/ contraction of that will © | don’t 
think that‘ll be happening next year. 


that’s /dzts/ contraction of that is or that has © 
That’s (= That is) just my opinion. © That’s (= that 
has) got to be the dumbest thing I’ve ever seen. 


thaw /62:/ v [I] to cause something frozen and 
hard to become warmer and often softer or liquid 
© Remove the meat from the freezer and let it thaw. 
© It may take a couple of hours to thaw out. 
thaw /@.:/ n[C usually sing] 1 a period of warmer 
weather when snow and ice begin to melt © With 
the spring thaw, the rivers and lakes swelled. 2 A 
thaw is also a change to a friendlier attitude esp. 
between people or countries that were enemies: It 
was hoped that the agreement to exchange athletes 
would lead to a thaw in relations between the two 
countries. 


the PARTICULAR /%i:, 59/ definite article 1 used be- 
fore a noun to refer to a particular thing because 
it is clear which thing is intended © | just bought a 
new shirt and tie. The shirt was expensive, but the 
tie wasn’t. O There’s someone at the front door. © I'll 
pick you up at the airport at 6 o’clock. 2 “The” is 
used before some nouns to refer to a type of ac- 
tivity or thing intended: Let’s go to the movies. 3 
“The” is used to refer to things or people when 
only one exists at any one time: the Statue of Lib- 
erty 4 "The” is also used before superlatives and 
other words, such as first or only or numbers: 
What's the highest mountain in North America? © 
She’s leaving on the 24th of May. 5 “The” can mean 
each or every: My car gets 30 miles to the gallon. 6 
When used before some adjectives, “the” changes 
the adjective into a noun to refer to all of what is 
described: the homeless/poor/rich 7 You can use 
“the” before a singular noun to refer to all the 
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theater 


things or people represented by that noun: Nicole 
is learning to play the piano. 8 You use “the” before 
numbers that refer to periods of 10 years: the 
1930s 


YOUR /di:, 59/ definite article used instead of your, 
my, his, her, etc. © He tapped me on the (= my) 
shoulder. 0 How are Grace and the (= her) kids? 

ENOUGH /di:, 69/ definite article enough © He hasn't 
got the experience for this kind of work. 


theater BUILDING, theatre /'éi:-at-ar, @i: 'et-ar/ 
n[C] a building, room, or outside structure with 
rows of seats, each row usually higher than the one 
in front, from which people can watch a perfor- 
mance, a movie, or another activity © Lincoln Plaza 
Cinema has five movie theaters. 

PERFORMING ARTS, theatre /'Gi:-at-or, 6i:'et-or/ n 
[U] the art or activity of writing and performing 
plays, or the public performance of plays © We 
have tickets to the theater tonight (= to watch a 
performance). 
theatrical /6i:'ze-tri-kal/ adj 1 theatrical perfor- 
mances 2 Theatrical also means intended to attract 
attention, as if acting in a play: He threw out both 
arms to greet me in a theatrical gesture. 


theft /oeft/ n [C/U] the act of taking something 
that belongs to someone else and keeping it; steal- 
ing © [U] car theft 


their /der, zr, dar/ pronoun [pl] 1 belonging to 
or connected with them; the possessive form of 
they, used before a noun © It was their money, and 
they could spend it as they liked. 2 infmi Their is also 
used to refer to a person whose sex is not known: 
Someone forgot to take their umbrella. 


theirs /derz, deerz/ pronoun [pl] belonging to 
them, or that which belongs to them © Here’s my 
car. Where’s theirs? 


them /dem, $3m/ pronoun [pl] 1 the things or 
people being spoken about, who have already 
been mentioned; the objective form of they © / lost 
my keys and | can’t find them anywhere. 2 Them is 
also used to refer to a person whose sex is not 
known: As each person arrives, we ask them to fill 
out a form. 


thematic © /6¢i:'mezt-1k/ adj based on a sub- 
ject or group of subjects © The author has adopted 
a thematic rather than a chronological approach to 
the French Revolution. 
thematically © /ei:'meet-1k-li/ adv 


theme © SUBJECT /éi:m/ n [C] 1 topic of dis- 
cussion or writing © The theme of the conference 
was the changing role of women in modern society. 
2 literature, art A theme is also the main idea of 
a work of literature or art. 

MUSIC /6i:m/ n[C] 1 a short, simple tune on which 
a piece of music is based 2 music Theme and vari- 
ation is a musical form in which a theme is played 
and then repeated several times with small 
changes in interesting ways. 


theme music n [U] music that is written for 
and played during a particular television program 


or movie © From down the hall the theme music of 
the network news blared from Nana’s TV. 


theme park n [Cj a large, permanent area for 
public entertainment, with amusements, rides, 
food, etc., all connected with a single subject 


theme song n[C]a piece of music from a tele- 
vision show, movie etc. that is remembered as the 
music that represents that show or movie 


themselves /3em'selvz, am-/ pronoun [pl] 1 
the people being spoken about, the reflexive form 
of they © The girls made themselves sandwiches for 
lunch. 2 Themselves is sometimes used to empha- 
size the subject or object of a sentence: The police 
themselves apologized for overreacting. 3 \f people 
do something (all) by themselves, they do it alone 
or without help from anyone: The children set up 
the tent all by themselves. © They were left by them- 
selves. 4 lf people have something to themselves, 
they have it for their own use only: When their 
youngest child went off to college, they had the 
whole house to themselves. 


then TIME /den/ adj, adv [not gradable] at that 
time (in the past or in the future) © She was then 
sixteen years old. O Soon the sun will go down, and 
then it will be time to go. 


NEXT /den/ adv [not gradable] next or after that o 
He smiled, then turned to me and nodded. 


IN ADDITION /den/ adv [not gradable] in addition 
© We both want to go, and then there's Carmen, so 
we need three tickets. 


AS A RESULT /éen/ adv [not gradable] as a result; in 
that case; also used as a way of joining a statement 
to an earlier piece of conversation 0 Why don’t you 
call them to tell them we'll be late? Then they won't 
worry. O If | don’t hear from you by Friday, then I'll 
assume you're not coming. 


IDIOMS with then 


ethen again infm/ but after thinking about it © /t 
would be fun to see them — then again, | don’t really 
have the time. 

ethen and there infm! immediately © She walked 
in and | decided to tell her then and there. 


theocracy /6i: 'ak-ra-si/ n[C] politics & govern- 
ment government that is controlled by religious 
leaders, or a country with such a government 


theology /éi:'al-a-d3i/ n the study of religion 
and religious belief, or a set of beliefs about a par- 
ticular religion 
theologian /,6i:-a'lou-d3an/ n[C] a person who 
studies or is a specialist in religion © a Catholic/ 
Protestant theologian 
theological /,6i:-a'lad3-1-kal/ adj © The minister 
had attended the Princeton Theological Seminary. 


theorem /‘er-am/ n [C] mathematics a state- 
ment that can be shown to be true 


theoretical © /(¢i:-a'ret-1-kal/ adj based on 
theory or on possibilities © The president does not 
want to answer any theoretical questions. 
theoretically © / ¢i:-a'ret-1-kli/ adv 
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theory © /‘o1r-i, ‘di:-a-ri/ n [C/U] something 
suggested as a reasonable explanation for facts, a 
condition, or an event, esp. a systematic or scien- 
tific explanation © [U] Adele took a course in modern 
political theory. © [C] | have a theory (= an opinion) 
about why everybody in the city is in such a hurry. 
theorist © /'orr-ast, ‘@i:-a-rast/ n [C] someone 
who develops ideas that explain events or behav- 
ior © a political theorist 
theorize /'@i:-a,raiz/ v [I] to suggest an expla- 
nation for something © Investigators theorized that 
ice had built up on the wings of the plane, causing 
it to stall soon after takeoff. 


WORD FAMILY theory 


Nouns 


Verbs theorize 
Adverbs theoretically 


theory 
Adjectives theoretical 


IDIOM with theory 


ein theory possibly © They could, in theory, have 
been paid twice if someone hadn't caught the error. 


therapeutic / ¢er-a'pju:t-1k/ adj having a heal- 
ing effect; tending to make a person healthier © 
For arthritis sufferers, moderate exercise is 
therapeutic. 


therapy /'¢er-a:pi/ n [C/U] treatment to help a 
person get better from the effects of a disease or 
injury © [U] With physical therapy, you should even- 
tually be able to walk again. 
therapist /‘eer-a-past/ n [C] © a physical/speech 
therapist 


there PLACE /der, dzer/ adv {not gradable] in, at, 
or to that place © Put the chair there. 0 The museum 
was closed today, so we'll go there tomorrow. 


INTRODUCING A SENTENCE /éer, dzer/ pronoun 
used to introduce sentences, esp. before the verbs 
be, seem, and appear © There’s someone on the 
phone for you. © There will be plenty of time to pack 
tomorrow. 


IDIOMS with there 


ethere’s no (such thing as a) free lunch there is 
always a cost for something you want © In return 
for extra profit, investors take on additional risk, 
proving that there is no’such thing as a free lunch. 
ethere’s no telling it is not possible to know © 
There’s no telling how her parents will react to the 
news. 


thereafter /der'zf-tar, dzer-/ adv [not grada- 
ble] continuing on from a particular point in time, 
esp. after something else has stopped happening 
© For the first month you‘ll be working here, and 
thereafter in Chicago. 


thereby © /éer'bai, dzr-/ adv {not gradable] 
because of this; as a result of this action © They had 
failed to agree to a settlement, thereby throwing 250 
people out of work. 


there'd /éerd, zrd/ contraction of there would 
or there had © She assured me there'd (= there 
would) be a practice this morning. © They put up the 


they 


sign because there'd (= there had) been an incident 
in the past. 


therefore /'der-fo:r, ‘dzr-, -four/ adv [not grad- 
able] as a result; because of that; for that reason © 
We were unable to get funding and therefore had to 
abandon the project. 


therein /éer'in, dzr-/ adv fm in or into a partic- 
ular place, thing, or condition © Therein lies the risk 
(= Here is the risk). 


thereof /éer'av, dzer-/ adv fmi from that cause, 
or of that © The fund pays for tuition and books, or 
a portion thereof. 


there’s /derz, Szrz/ contraction of there is or 
there has © There’s (= There is) no place like home. 
© There's (= There has) never been such an exciting 
election as this. 


thermal /'63r-mal/ adj 1 of, connected with, or 
preserving heat 2 Thermal underwear is under- 
wear that has been specially designed to keep you 
warm. 


thermodynamics /,03r-mou ,dat'nzem-1ks/ 
n [U] physics the part of physics that deals with 
the relationship between heat and other types of 
energy 


thermometer /¢ar'mam-at-ar, 9a'mam-/ n 
[C] a device used for measuring temperature, esp. 
of the air or in a person’s body 


thermos /'63r-mas (‘bat-2l)/ n [C] a special bot- 
tle that keeps liquids hot inside two layers of glass 


thermostat /'93r-ma_stzt/ n [C] a device that 
controls the temperature of a system by automat- 
ically switching the supply of heat or cool air on 
and off when the temperature becomes too cool 
or too hot 


thesaurus /69'ss:r-as/ n [C] pi thesauri, the- 
sauruses a book or electronic text that helps you 
find words with similar meanings esp. by listing 
them together 


these /di:z/ pl of THIS THING REFERRED TO 
IDIOM with these 


ethese days infmi now © | used to talk to my sister 
every night. These days, we hardly speak to each 
other. 


thesis © /'éi:-sas/ n [C] p/ theses 1 a piece of 
writing involving original study of a subject, esp. 
for a college or university degree © a master’s thesis 
2 A thesis is also the main idea, opinion, or theory 
of a speaker or writer, who then attempts to prove 
it: His thesis was that World War | could have been 
avoided. 


they /de1/ pronoun [pl] 1 the things or people be- 
ing spoken about, who have already been men- 
tioned © Where are my glasses? They were on the 
table a minute ago. © They (= People who know) 
say we're going to get some rain. 2 They is also used 
to refer to a person whose sex is not known: “There 
is someone on the phone for you.” “What do they 
want?” 
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they'd 


they'd /deid/ contraction of they had or they 
would © They’d (= They would) come if you asked 
them to. O They'd (= They had) better be here on 
time. 


they‘Il /deil, del/ contraction of they will or they 
shall 0 They'll be in Baltimore for the next few days. 


they ‘re /der, dar/ contraction of they are © They’re 
taking attendance. 


they've /deiv, dev/ contraction of they have © 
They’ve always paid their bills promptly in the past. 


thick DEEP /e1k/ adj [-er/-est only] having a large 
distance from one side of something to the op- 
posite side © a thick book/steak O The walls are a 
foot thick. 
thickly /'e1k-li/ adv © thickly carpeted floors 
thickness /'erk-nas/ n [C/U] 

CLOSE TOGETHER /61k/ adj [-er/-est only] (of partic- 
ular things) close together with little space be- 
tween them © a thick fog 0 She had wonderful, thick, 
brown hair. 


NOT FLOWING /é1k/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 (of a liq- 
uid) not flowing easily © thick gravy/soup 2 fig. \f 
your voice is thick, it is lower than usual and not 
as even, usually because you are feeling a strong 
emotion: Tony could hardly speak, and when he did 
his voice was thick with emotion. 
thicken /'erk-an/ v [T] © Thicken the gravy with a 
little flour. 


WORD FAMILY thick 
Nouns thickness 
Adjectives thick 


Verbs thicken 
Adverbs _ thickly 


thicket /‘o:k-at/ n [C] an area of trees and 
bushes growing closely together 


thick-skinned adj not easily hurt by criticism 


thief /¢i:f/ n [C] pi thieves a person who steals © 
The thieves stole $10,000 and several pieces of 
jewelry. 


thigh /¢ai/ n [C] the part of a person’s leg below 
the hip and above the knee 


thimble /'o91m-bal/ n [C] a small, hard cover, 
shaped like a cup, that fits over the end of a finger 
to help you push a needle through material when 
sewing 


thin NOT DEEP /¢1n/ adj [-er/-est only] -nn- hav- 
ing a small distance from the top to the bottom 
side © thin summer clothing © The statue is coated 
with a thin layer of gold. 
thinly /‘ein-li/, thin /ein/ adv © Thinly sliced 
cheese is good for sandwiches. 

NOT FAT /61n/ adj [-er/-est only] -nn- having little 
extra flesh on the body © thin arms/legs © a thin 
face © Models must be tall and thin. 


WORD CHOICES thin — , a. 


Skinny or scrawny are words that mean “very 
thin” and are usually used when you 
disapprove. 
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You should eat more. You’re much too skinny. 
He hated his scrawny legs. 
Slim or slender can be used when someone is 
thin in an attractive way. 
He was tall, very slim, with pale, deepset 
hazel eyes. 
He put his arms around her slender waist. 
If a woman is short and thin in an attractive 
way, you could describe her as petite. 
She was a petite woman with long blonde 
hair. 
Emaciated is a formal word that you could use 
to describe someone who is thin and weak, es- 
pecially because of illness or extreme hunger. 
Emaciated refugees streamed into neighboring 
countries. 
Gaunt can be used when someone looks thin 
and ill. 
He looked at her tired and gaunt face. 
Bony can be used about parts of someone’s 
body when they are very thin. 
long bony fingers 


FEW /01n/ adj [-er/-est only] -nn- having only a few 
of something covering an area; not dense © His 
hair is thin on top. © Where there is little rain, grass 
and trees get thinner. 
thin /ein/ v [I/T] -nn- © [I] Traffic thins out after 
seven o'clock. © [T] An improving economy helped 
thin unemployment lines. 

FLOWING EASILY /61n/ adj [-er/-est only] -nn- (of a 
liquid) flowing easily © We began dinner with a thin 
but tasty soup. 
thinner /'e1n-ar/ n[C] a substance that makes a 
liquid flow more easily © Paint thinner comes in gal- 
lon cans. © Aspirin is an effective biood thinner. 

WEAK /61n/ adj [-er/-est only] -nn- lacking force or 
substance; weak © a thin, metallic tone © | thought 
the plot was a bit thin. © We slept poorly that night 
in the thin mountain air. 
thinly /‘e1n-li/ adv © It was a thinly disguised at- 
tempt to gain control. 


WORD FAMILY thin 


Nouns 


Verbs thin 
Adverbs _ thinly 


thinner 


Adjectives thin 


IDIOM with thin 


evanish into thin air, disappear into thin air to 
disappear suddenly and completely © The ship sim- 
ply vanished into thin air. 


thing OBJECT /e1n/ n[C] 1 a device, product, or 
part of nature that is not named © There’s a new 
thing that seals plastic bags. © There are some nice 
things in the stores on sale right now. 2 Your things 
are your small personal possessions: Get your 
things together and we'll leave. 

ANY POSSIBILITY /61n/ n [C] 1 an event, thought, 
subject of discussion, or possibility © A strange 
thing happened on my way to work today. © | have 
a few things to bring up at the next meeting. © Don’t 
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think 


worry about a thing - it’s all under control. 2 Things 
can refer to a situation in general: Things have been 
going really well for us this year. 

PERSON/ANIMAL /61n/ n [C] a person or animal © 
When did you eat last, you poor thing? © USAGE: This 
is used to refer to a person or animal affectionately 
or sympathetically. 


IDIOM with thing 


ethe thing is infmi this is the subject you have to 
consider © The thing is, my car broke down, so how 
can | drive? 


thingamajig /‘e19- ma ,d3ig/, thingy /'619;i/ 
n [C] infmi (esp. in spoken English) a thing, the 
name of which has been forgotten © He stood there 
holding this thingamayig. 


think HAVE OPINION /@1pk/ v [I/T] past thought 
to have or to form an opinion or idea about some- 
thing © [T] “Do you think this is the right address?” 
“| don’t think so.” © [I] It doesn’t make much sense 
when you think about it. © [I/T] Cloning animals has 
happened sooner than anyone thought (it would). © 
[T] | always thought he was a bit weird. © [|] What 
do you think of my new hat? © [I] Il always think of 
him as someone | can rely on. © [+ (that) clause] ! 
think (that) I’d better go now. © | still think of my 
self as (= believe | am) her friend. 
thinking /'@19-kin/ n [U] the process of forming 
an opinion or idea about something, or the opin- 
ions or ideas formed by this process © | feel that his 
thinking is outdated in some ways. © Several new 
books have changed my thinking about terrorism. 

USE REASON /@1nk/ v [I] past thought to use your 
mind to understand matters, make judgments, 
and solve problems © /'ll have to think about this. 
O She was thinking about running for the Senate. © 
| can’t think of anything to say right now. 
thinker /'e1j-kar/ n [C] © He’s a creative thinker 
and a good administrator. 
thinking /'@1n-k1n/ n [UJ] © I’ve done some serious 
thinking about our relationship. © Thinking, for me, 
is hard work! 


USAGE | 
think about or think of? 
Think about someone/something means to 
have thoughts in your mind about a person or 
thing, or to consider them. 

| was thinking about my mother. 

| thought about the question before 

answering. 

Lthought-the-question -before-answering: 
What do you think of/about someone/some- 
thing? is also used when asking someone to 
give their opinion. 

What do you think of/about the color? 

What-do-you-think-the-color? 

Think of doing something means to consider 
the possibility of doing something. 

We are thinking of having a party. 

We-arethinkingto-have-a party. 
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WORD CHOICES think 


See also: believe 
If you are thinking about a possibility or about 
making a decision, the verb consider is often 
used. 
Don’t make any decisions before youve 
considered the matter. 
If someone spends a lot of time thinking about 
something in a serious way, you can use the 
verbs contemplate, ponder, or mull over. 
He lay in a hospital bed contemplating his 
future. 
She sat back for a minute to ponder her next 
move in the game. 
| need a few days to mull things over before | 
decide. 
Reflect is a formal word that means “to think 
carefully, especially about possibilities and 
opinions.” 
| spent a lot of time reflecting on what he’d 
said. 
If you think about something anxiously for a 
long time, you could use the verb agonize. 
She agonized for days about whether she 
should take the job. 
Brood or dwell on are used when someone 
thinks about something for a long time in a 
way that makes that person unhappy. 
She sat brooding in her room for days after 
she and Gary split up. 
There’s no point in dwelling on the past. 
If you suddenly think about something, you 
can say that something crosses your mind or 
that something strikes you. 
The thought suddenly crossed my mind that | 
might not see him again. 
It’s just struck me that | haven’t paid you yet 
for the tickets. 
If you are thinking very hard to remember 
something or to find a way to do something, 
you can use the phrase rack your brain. 
I’ve been racking my brain all day but | can’t 
remember where | put my keys. 
If you think again about something in order to 
change or improve it, you can use the verbs 
rethink or reconsider. 
Her family’s disapproval made her rethink her 
plans. 
He was reconsidering whether to accept or 
not. 


REMEMBER /@1nk/ v [I always + adv/prep] past 
thought to remember or imagine © ! can’t stop 
thinking about her. © | can picture her, | just can't 
think of her name. © Think back to the early days of 
the Civil War. 


WORD FAMILY think 
Nouns think 


Adjectives unthinkable 


rethink Verbs think 
thinker rethink 
thinking 
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think tank 


IDIOMS with think 


enot think much of someone/something to have a 
low opinion of someone or something © | don’t 
think much of this techno music. 

enot think straight to be unable to use your mind 
in an effective way © | was so tired, | couldn't think 
straight. 

ethink better of something to decide that some- 
thing is not a good idea © He considered quitting 
college but thought better of it. 

ethink for yourself form opinions and solve prob- 
lems without depending on other people’s ideas © 
She’s intelligent and can think for herself. 

ethink long and hard to take the time needed to 
understand something before making a decision 
about it © | thought long and hard about it, and 
decided that | wouldn’t have the operation. 

ethink nothing of something, not think twice 
about something to find it easy to do something © 
When | was younger, | thought nothing of running 
20 miles a week. 

¢ think on your feet to think and react quickly, esp. 
having good answers ready 0 When you’re called 
on in class, you have to be able to think on your feet. 
ethink the world of someone/something, think 
highly of someone/something to have a very high 
opinion of someone or something © | think the 
world of my niece — she’s a smart, loving girl. © His 
professors at Columbia think very highly of him. 
ethink twice to consider something more care- 
fully © You might want to think twice before buying 
an insurance policy from them. © USAGE: Often used 
as a warning. 


PHRASAL VERBS with think 


ethink something over/through [M] to consider 
something carefully 0 They’ve made me a good of- 
fer, but I'll have to think it over. 0 We can’t make a 
decision until we’ve thought through the different 
possibilities. 

¢think up something [M] to invent a plan or so- 
lution © fust give him five minutes and he'll think up 
an excuse. 


think tank n [C] an organization whose work 
is to study specific problems and suggest solutions, 
often with a particular political view 


thin-skinned adj easily hurt by criticism 


third /osrd/ adj, adv, n [C] 1 (a person or thing) 
coming immediately after the second and before 
all others © My horse finished third in the race. © [C] 
They were married on the third of November. 2 A 
third is one of three equal parts of something. © 
Related Number: THREE 


third base, short form third n[C usually sing] the 
third place a baseball player has to touch in order 
to score, or the position near this place played by 
a member of the team in the field 


third-class, third class, third-rate. third rate adj 
of low quality © The company is earning third-rate 
profits. 


third degree n [U] severe questioning of 
someone to find out as much as you can © We gave 
the babysitter the third degree before we hired her. 


third-degree burn n [C] the most serious 
type of burn on the skin 


third party POLITICAL GROUP n [C] social 
studies any political PARTY (= organization to get 
people elected) that is not as big or as influential 
as the two main parties 


PERSON rn [C] a person who is not one of the two 
main people involved in an argument or legal case 


third person n [U] grammar the form of pro- 
nouns and verbs that people use when speaking 
or writing about other people 0 “He,” “him,” and 
“his” are third person singular pronouns, and “they,” 
“them,” and “their” are third person plural pro- 
nouns. O Novels are usually written in the third per- 
son. O Compare FIRST PERSON; SECOND PERSON 


third rail n[C]a metal bar, running parallel with 
train tracks, that supplies electricity to some types 
of trains 


Third World n [(U] world history the countries 
in the world whose economies are least developed 


thirst /osrst/ n [U] 1 the need or desire to drink 
something, esp. water © He took a long drink of 
water to quench his thirst. 2 A thirst is also a strong 
desire for something: She slaked her thirst for 
knowledge by reading everything she could. 
thirsty /'e3r-sti/ adj 0 She was very thirsty but took 
only a few sips of water. © (fig.) Always thirsty for 
power, he would do anything to get it. 


WORD FAMILY thirst 


thirst 
Adjectives thirsty 


Nouns 


Adverbs _ thirstily 


thirteen /eart 'tin/ number 13 © The bus has thir- 
teen seats for passengers. O a thirteen-story building 
thirteenth /eart 'ti:n6/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 He came 
in thirteenth in the marathon. © [C] The baby was 
born on the thirteenth of May. 2 A thirteenth is one 
of thirteen equal parts of something. 


thirty /‘eart-i/ number 30 © There are thirty stu- 
dents taking this course. © a thirty-mile journey 
thirties, 30s, 30's /'@art-iz/ p! n the numbers 30 
through 39 © My sisters are in their thirties (= be- 
tween 30 and 39 years old). 0 The temperature is 
expected to be in the thirties (= between 30° and 
39°) tomorrow. © These dresses were fashionable in 
the thirties (= between 1930 and 1939). 
thirtieth /‘osrt-i:-20/ adj, adv, n [C] 1 Ashley’s 
having a party to celebrate her thirtieth birthday. © 
[C] Today is the thirtieth of September. 2 A thirtieth 
is one of thirty equal parts of something. 


this THING REFERRED TO /d1s/ adj, pronoun pl 
these 1 used for a person, object, or thing to show 
which one is referred to or has been referred to 
before © This book is mine — yours is over there. © 
Try on these sunglasses to see how you look in them. 
© If you wear the scarf like this, it will look better. © 
(infml) So | said to this guy, “Do | know you?” 2 This 
also refers to something that is nearest to the 
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speaker in time and sometimes in space: /’ve got 
to see the doctor again this Thursday. © By this time 
tomorrow, I'll be in Paris. 3 People say this is to 
introduce someone: Harry, this is Joan. 4 This min- 
ute or this second means now: It doesn’t have to 
be done this minute, but it should be done before 
lunch. © Compare THAT SOMETHING NOT HERE 


USAGE Se 
this/these or that/those? 
Use this or these to talk about people and 
things that are close to the speaker in space or 
time. 

This is Sarah, who will be working with us for 

a few months. 

Do you like these earrings I’m wearing? 
Use that or those to talk about people and 
things that are further away from the speaker 
in space or time. 

That girl over there is called Sarah. 

| liked those earrings you wore last night. 


AS MUCH /é1s/ adv [not gradable] as much as 
shown, or to a particular degree © Can you jump 
this high? © She’s never been this late before. 


IDIOMS with this 


ein this day and age now, as opposed to an earlier 
time © How do the police handle such disputes in this 
day and age? 

ethis side of somewhere infml between here and 
the place mentioned © This is the best pizza I’ve 
tasted this side of Chicago. 


thistle /‘o1s-al/ n [C] a wild plant with sharp, 
pointed leaves and, typically, purple flowers 


thong /62:n, 6an/ n[C] 1 a light shoe, often made 
of rubber, consisting of a flat bottom attached to 
the foot by a narrow strap that fits between the 
big toe and the toe next to it 2 A thong Is also a 
narrow strip of material used to fasten something 
or worn for swimming or as underwear. 


thorn /62:rn/ n [C] a small, sharp, pointed 
growth on the stem of a plant © Rose bushes have 
thorns. - 
thorny /'9o:r-ni/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 Roses are 
thorny shrubs. 2 A thorny problem is one that is 
full of difficulties: The thorny issue of illegal immi- 
gration remains unresolved. 


IDIOM with thorn 


ethorn in your side, thorn in the side of someone 
someone or something that continually causes 
problems for you © Money problems have been a 
thorn in our side since the day we got married. © 
Health inspectors are a thorn in the side of most 
restaurants. 


thorough COMPLETE /'93r-0u, '8a-rou/ adj 
with nothing left out or omitted; complete © The 
district attorney’s office conducted a thorough inves- 
tigation. © The doctor gave him a thorough medical 
examination. 


thoroughly /‘esr-arli, '@a-ra-/ adv © The drug 
was thoroughly tested before being put on the 
market. 

thoroughness /'d3r-a-nas, '6a-ra-/ n[U] © You 
can rely on the thoroughness of his research. 

VERY GREAT /'03r-0u, '@a-rou/ adj [not gradable] 
(used for emphasis) very great O The meeting was 
a thorough waste of time. 
thoroughly /'9sr-a:li, '@a-ra-/ adv © The movie 
left me thoroughly confused about its real meaning. 
© We thoroughly enjoyed the movie. 


thoroughbred /'93r-3 bred, ‘ea-ra-/ n [C] a 
horse with good qualities typical of a particular 
breed and with parents that are officially recog- 
nized as being the same breed 


thoroughfare /‘e3r-9 fer, '9a-ra-, -,feer/ n [C] 
a road that connects to other roads © / live right on 
the main thoroughfare. 


those /d0uz/ pl! of THAT SOMETHING NOT HERE 
© Those of you who would like to come with us should 
sign up now. © Those houses are huge. 


IDIOM with those 


ethose were the days life was better in the past 
© “Do you remember when ice cream cones used to 
cost 50 cents?” “Yeah, those were the days!” 


thou /8au/ pronoun old use you © Thou shalt (= You 
shall) not kill. 


though /0u/ conjunction despite the fact that; 
although © There’s a chance he'll recover, though the 
doctors can’t say for certain. © Even though | was 
very young, | remember a little about the war. 
though /dou/ adv despite this © He felt a little 
guilty about being overpaid, though he wasn’t about 
to give it back. 


thought THINK /¢s:t/ past simple and past par- 
ticiple of THINK 


THINKING /62:t/ n [C/U] the act of thinking about 
something to form ideas and opinions, or an idea 
or opinion produced by thinking © [U] / have given 
this matter considerable thought. © [C] Do you have 
any thoughts on what we should do now? 0 [C] That 
fact never entered my thoughts. © [U] His early reli- 
gious training helped to shape his thought. © [C] It’s 
just a thought, but since it’s such a beautiful day, 
why don’t we go for a drive? © [U] The very thought 
of standing up in front of an audience scares me to 
death. 
thoughtful /'eo:t-fal/ adj 1 tending to think se- 
riously about things © You're looking very thoughtful 
— what’s on your mind? 2 Thoughtful also means 
showing care and consideration in how you treat 
other people: “Oh, how thoughtful of you,” Dina 
said, opening the gift. 
thoughtfully /'es:t-fa-li/ advo He answers ques- 
tions thoughtfully (= after thinking seriously). 
thoughtfulness /'ds:t-fal-nas/ n [U] © She was 
surprised by the thoughtfulness (= kindness) of peo- 
ple who wanted to help her. 
thoughtless /'9s:t-las/ adj not showing care for 
others © I’m sorry | was late — it was thoughtless of 
me not to call. 
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thousand 


thoughtlessly /'@s:t-la-sli/, adv © He thought- 
lessly made an unkind remark about her mother. 


WORD FAMILY thought 


thought 
thoughtfulness 


Nouns Adverbs thoughtfully 


thoughtlessly 


Adjectives thoughtful 
thoughtless 


thousand /'6au-zand/ number 1000 © A thou- 
sand people came to the game. © a thousand-dollar 
ring 

thousandth /'eau-zane/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 You are 

our one thousandth customer. 2 A thousandth is 

one of a thousand equal parts of something. 


thrash /érej/ v [!/T] 1 to make a series of wild, 
violent movements © [I] The startled animal 
thrashed around in the stall. 2 To thrash a person 
or animal means to hit the person or animal hard 
and repeatedly: [T] He hit me once, and if you 
hadn’t come along, he would have thrashed me. 3 
fig. To thrash also means to defeat badly: [T] At- 
lanta thrashed New York, 119-87. 


PHRASAL VERB with thrash 


ethrash out something [M] to discuss a problem 
completely in order to solve it O These issues will be 
thrashed out in court. 


thread FIBER /éred/ n[C/U] 1 a very thin twisted 
string of esp. cotton or silk, used mostly for sewing 
© [U] It takes practice to use a needle and thread 
well. © [C] There’s a loose thread on your dress. 2 A 
thread is also something continuous that connects 
different ideas or thoughts together: [C] Acommon 
thread runs through their various experiences. © [U] 
A ringing phone interrupted the thread of her story. 
thread /ered/ v [T] to put thread through the 
hole in a needle, or to put something narrow 
through a small opening © to thread a needle © He 
threaded a thin strip of tape through the machine. © 
(fig.) She threaded her way through the crowd (= 
moved along a narrow path to go around people 
in her way). 


TWISTING CUT /6red/ n [C] a continuous cut that 
twists around the outside of a screw or around an 
opening, as on a pipe © The threads are worn, and 
I can’t tighten the screw. 


threadbare /'ored-ber, -bzer/ adj (of material) 
looking worn and thin from much use © Her clothes 
were faded and threadbare. 


threat PROMISE TO HURT /éret/ n [C] a state- 
ment that someone will be hurt or harmed, esp. if 
the person does not do something in particular © 
She was fired after making threats to her co-workers. 
threaten /'dret-®n/ v [l/T] © [I] They threatened 
to drop him from the team if he didn’t come to prac- 
tice. © [T] Don’t threaten me! 
threatening /‘eret-8n-1n/ adj O She received sev- 
eral threatening phone calls after her appearance on 
television. 

UNWANTED POSSIBILITY /6ret/ n [C/U] the possi- 
bility that something unwanted will happen, or a 
person or thing that is likely to cause something 
unwanted to happen © [U] A threat of rain is in 
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today’s forecast. 0 [U] The boundary dispute raised 
the threat of war. 

threaten /‘éret-®n/ v [T] to warn of something 
unpleasant or unwanted © She threatened legal ac- 
tion against the newspaper. © Because of continuing 
drought, millions are threatened with starvation. 
threatening /'éret-®n-1n/ adj © Threatening skies 
meant a storm was coming. 


WORD FAMILY threat 


Nouns threat Verbs threaten 


Adjectives threatening Adverbs threateningly 


three /ori:/ number 1 3 © Ann-Marie has three chil- 
dren. © a three-bedroom house 2 Three can also 
mean three o’clock. O Related Number: THIRD 


three-dimensional ©, abbreviation 3-D adj 
art having or appearing to have height, length, 
and width © a three-dimensional computer image 


threesome /'éri:-sam/ n [C] infm/ three people 
as a group © These guys do as good a job as any 
threesome in broadcasting. 


thresh /éerej/ v [T] to remove the seeds of crop 
plants by hitting, using either a machine or a hand 
tool 


threshold STARTING POINT /'éref-hould/ n[C/ 
U] a point at which something starts © [C] a low 
threshold for pain © [U] We are on the threshold of 
a new era. 


ENTRANCE /'éref-hould/ n[C] the part of a floor at 
the entrance to a building or room 0 It’s traditional 
for a man to carry his bride over the threshold. 


threw /eru:/ past simple of THROW 


thrift /erift/ n [C/U] dated 1 the careful use of 
money, esp. by avoiding waste © [U] Trina learned 
thrift from her mother. 2 dated A thrift is also a type 
of bank. 
thrifty /‘erf-ti/ adj © They have plenty of money 
now, but they’re still thrifty. 


thrift store, thrift shop n[C] a store that sells 
used things such as clothes, books, and furniture 


thrill /ertl/ n[C] a feeling of great excitement and 
pleasure © /t gave me a thrill to see her again after 
so many years. 
thrill /eril/ v [1/1] © [T] Just standing next to him 
thrilled her. 
thrilled /erild/ adj extremely pleased O My par- 
ents weren't too thrilled when they found out. 
thriller /'ertl-ar/ n[C] a book, play, or movie that 
has an exciting and frightening story 
thrilling /‘ertl-19/ adj very exciting © a thrilling 
adventure 


thrive /eraiv/ v [I] to grow, develop, or be suc- 
cessful O She seems to thrive on hard work. 
thriving /‘erar-vin/ adj very healthy or successful 
© The dog is thriving in its new horne. 


throat /¢rout/ n[C] the front of the neck, or the 
space inside the neck down which food and air can 
go © A cop grabbed him around the throat. © | have 
a sore throat. © He cleared his throat and started 
speaking. 
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throaty /'erout-i/ adj having a low sound © a 
throaty voice/laugh 


throb /erab/ v [I] -bb- to produce a regular, force- 
ful beat © His head throbbed with pain. 
throb /érab/ n [C/U] © [U] We could feel the throb 
of the music from the party upstairs. 


throes /érouz/ n difficulties or pain © He was in 
the throes of despair after losing his job. 


throne /éroun/ n [C] a special chair used by a 
king or queen, or the condition of being such a 
ruler © He is heir to the throne. 


throng /ers:n/ n[C] a large group of people o A 
huge throng had gathered around the speaker. 
throng /@ra:n/ v[I/T] © [T] The narrow streets were 
thronged with tourists. © [| always + adv/prep] Re- 
porters thronged around her. 


throttle CONTROL /‘¢rat-41/ n [C] a device that 
controls how much fuel goes into an engine 
PRESS THROAT /'érat-®l/ v[T] to try to kill someone 
by pressing the throat so that the person cannot 
breathe © I’m so mad | could throttle him. 


through Across /éru:/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
1 from one side or end to the other, from one part 
to another, or from the beginning to the end O We 
drove through the tunnel © We took a shortcut 
through the woods. © Have you read the report all 
the way through? 2 If you drive through a red light 
or stop sign, you do not stop at it. 

FINISHED /@ru:/ adj, adv [not gradable] finished or 
completed © Are you through with that book? 0 My 
girlfriend says we're through (= our relationship is 
over). 

DURING /6ru:/ adj, adv [not gradable] during a pe- 
riod of time, esp. from the beginning to the end 
O We sat through two lectures and then left. o She 
had just enough energy to get through the day. ° | 
work Tuesdays through Saturdays (= each day dur- 
ing this period). 

AS A RESULT /€@ru:/ prep as a result of © Bob learned 
of the contract through a story in the newspaper. 

USING /@ru:/ prep by; using © Schools are financed 
through property taxes. 


IDIOMS with through 


efall through the cracks, slip through the cracks 
to not be noticed or dealt with © Little details often 
fall through the cracks. © Too many young people 
slip through the cracks in the health system. 
ethrough and through completely © My mother 
is Italian through and through. 

ethrough thick and thin in good times and bad 
times 0 My brother has stuck with me through thick 
and thin. 


throughout /éru: ‘aut/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
in every part, or during the whole period of © Grass 
grows throughout the world. © She was calm 
throughout her visit to the dentist. 


throughway /‘eru:-wei/ n [C] a THRUWAY 


throw SEND THROUGH AIR /érou/ v [I/T] past 
simp. threw, past part. thrown to send something 
through the air, esp. by a sudden movement of 
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the arm © [T] Throw me the ball./Throw the ball to 
me. © [I] | didn’t throw as well as | expected to. © [T] 
He was thrown from his motorcycle. 

throw /@rou/ n[C] © She timed her throw so the 
ball reached the base when he did. 


WORD CHOICES throw | 


Toss, and in informal English, chuck can be 
used when someone throws something in a 
careless way. 
She tossed the keys into her bag and went 
out. 
He read the letter and chucked it into the 
trash can. 
If someone throws something somewhere with 
a lot of force, you could use the verbs fling or 
hurl. 
He crumpled up the letter and flung it into the 
fire. 
Ina fit of temper he hurled the book across 
the room. 
Lob is used when someone throws something 
in a high curve. 
The boys spent an hour lobbing stones into 
the lake. 
If someone pelts a person or thing, they throw 
a lot of things at that person or thing very 
quickly. 
They pelted each other with snowballs on the 
way home from school. 


MOVE QUICKLY /@rou/ v [T] past simp. threw, past 
part. thrown to move something quickly or with a 
lack of attention, or to cause someone or some- 
thing to move quickly © He threw the switch and 
the lights came on. O He grabbed the snake and 
threw it to the ground. © [M] They threw up their 
hands to protect themselves from the hail. © [M] He 
threw his head back and laughed. © [M] Throw a few 
peppers in the pot. 


CONFUSE /@rou/ v [T] past simp. threw, past part. 
thrown infm/ to confuse someone © That question 
really threw me at first. 


IDIOMS with throw 


*throw a party to have a party © janelle threw a 
party for Brad’s 18th birthday. 

ethrow someone for a loop to completely surprise 
someone © When she told me she was married, it 
really threw me for a loop. 

ethrow someone in jail to put someone in prison 
ethrow in the towel to admit that you are de- 
feated or cannot do something any more © fim 
beat me for the fourth time, so | threw in the towel. 
ethrow yourself into something to do something 
enthusiastically © She’s thrown herself into this new 
job. 

ethrow money at something to spend a lot of 
money because you believe that only money can 
solve a problem © Many people agree that throwing 
money at our schools has not produced good results. 
e throw the book at someone to punish someone 
as severely as possible © The judge was not lenient 
— he threw the book at him. 
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ethrow your weight around to use your position 
or influence unfairly to get what you want © His 
teammates didn’t appreciate how he threw his 
weight around. 


PHRASAL VERBS with throw 


ethrow away something [M] to get rid of some- 
thing by treating it as garbage © When are you go- 
ing to throw away those old magazines? © Related 
adjective: THROWAWAY 

ethrow in something [M] infm! to include some- 
thing extra when selling something © | bought a 
new sofa and they threw in a chair. 

ethrow on something [M] infmi to quickly put 
clothes on © She threw on her jacket. 

e throw off something REMOVE CLOTHES [M] infm/ 
to quickly remove clothes © He threw off his shirt. 
ethrow off something/someone CONFUSE [M] to 
cause an amount to be wrong or a person to be 
confused © They left very rich people out of the study 
so their spending would not throw off the results. © 
A busy morning can throw off my entire daily 
schedule. 

¢throw out something GET RID OF [M] to get rid 
of something by treating it as garbage © Throw it 
out! O | threw out everything we didn’t eat. 

ethrow out someone FORCE TO LEAVE [M] to 
force someone to leave a place © | threw him out 
of my house. 

ethrow together something/someone [M] to sud- 
denly put people or things in one place without 
much planning © We were thrown together at a con- 
ference. © | just threw the cake together at the last 
minute (= made it quickly). 

ethrow up (something) [M] to vomit 0 He threw 
up all over his shoes. © | fed the baby some fruit, but 
she threw it up. 


throwaway /'érou-a,wei/ adj [not gradable] 
designed to be used only once and then gotten 
rid of © Throwaway cameras are light, compact, 
cheap, and simple. © Related verb: THROW AWAY 


throwaway line n [C] a remark that sounds 
unimportant because of the way the speaker says it 


throwback /'érou-bek/ n [C] something that 
is like a thing from an earlier time © This year’s styles 
are throwbacks to the fashions of the 1940s. 


thrown /éroun/ past participle of THROW 


thrush /eraj/ n [C] any of a large family of sing- 
ing birds that includes the ROBIN 


thrust /erast/ v [always + adv/prep] past thrust 
to push suddenly and strongly © [T] She thrust the 
money into his hand. © [l] He thrust at me with a 
stick. 
thrust /erast/ n [C/U] 1 [C] a sword thrust © [C] 
(fig.) The thrust (= main point) of her argument was 
the schools need improvement. 2 physics Thrust is 
also the force produced by an engine that pushes 
in one direction. 


thruway, throughway /'éru:-wer/ n [C] a wide 
road for fast-moving traffic, with a limited number 
of places where drivers can enter and leave it; an 
EXPRESSWAY © the New York State Thruway 


thud /@ad/ n[C] a sound made when something 
heavy hits a hard surface © the thud of boots on the 
stairs 
thud /@nd/ v [I always + adv/prep] -dd- © Her bag 
thudded to the floor. 


thug /6ag/ n[C] a man who acts violently, esp. a 
criminal © Some thugs smashed his windows. 


thumb /eam/ n [C] the short finger that is at an 
angle to the other fingers © How did you cut your 
thumb? 
thumb /@am/ v infmi 


IDIOMS with thumb 


«(give a/the) thumbs downa sign of disapproval 
Or opposition © We applied for a loan, but the bank 
gave us the thumbs down. 

e(give a/the) thumbs up a sign of approval or 
support © Legislators gave the thumbs up to new tax 
credits. 

¢thumb your nose at someone/something to show 
a lack of respect toward someone or something © 
Most pedestrians thumb their noses at jaywalking 
laws. 


PHRASAL VERB with thumb 


ethumb through something to turn the pages of 
a book or magazine quickly and read only small 
parts © | was thumbing through a magazine in the 
doctor’s office. 


thumbnail ON FINGER /'9am-neil/ n [C] the 
nail on the thumb 


SMALL PICTURE /'6am-neil/ n [C] a small copy of a 
larger picture on a computer, shown in this way 
to allow more to be seen on the screen © You can 
choose whether you would like to view your photos 
as thumbnails or in a slide show. © thumbnail images 
/‘@am-netl/ adj [not gradable] shorter or smaller 
than the usual length or size © a thumbnail profile 
of the author © He gave a thumbnail sketch (= a 
short description) of life in Moscow in the 1960s. 


thumbtack /'eam-taek/ n[C] a short, sharp pin 
with a flat, round top that can be pushed into soft 
wood or other material 


thump /eamp/ v [I/T] to hit something, making 
a soft, heavy noise © [T] He thumped his chest. 
thump /eamp/ n [C] © | heard a thump upstairs. 


thunder /'ean-dar/ n[U] the sudden, loud noise 
that comes after a flash of lightning © a clap of 
thunder 
thunder /'@an-dar/ v [I] © The sky grew dark and 
it started to thunder. O The horses thundered past (= 
moved making a lot of noise), shaking the house. 
thunderous /'@an-da-ras/ adj very loud © thun- 
derous applause 


thunderbolt /‘9an-dar boult/ n [C] a flash of 
lightning, esp. with the sound of thunder 


thunderclap /‘ean-dar klaep/ n [C] a single, 
loud sound of thunder 


thundercloud /‘ean-dear ,klaud/, thunderhead 
/'@an-dar ,hed/ n [C] a large, dark cloud 


thunderstorm /'9an-dar sto:rm/_n[C] a rain 
storm with thunder and lightning 
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Thursday /'9srz-di, -de1/, abbreviation Thur., ab- 
breviation Thurs. n [C/U] the day of the week after 
Wednesday and before Friday 


thus /ns/ adv [not gradable] fm/ in this way, or 
with this result 0 This plan will reduce waste, and 
thus cut costs. 


IDIOM with thus 


e thus far until now © We haven't had any problems 
thus far. 


thwart /ewo:rt/ v [T] to stop something from 
happening or someone from doing something © 
The city council thwarted his reform efforts. 


thyme /taim/ n [U] an herb with sweet-smelling 
leaves that is used to flavor foods in cooking 


thyroid (gland) /‘ea1-roid (,glaend)/ n [C] bi- 
ology a GLAND (= organ) in the front of the neck 
that helps to control growth and chemical pro- 
cesses in the body 


thyroid-stimulating hormone n [C 
usually sing] biology TSH. 


thyroxine /@a1'rak-sitn, -san/ n[U] biology the 
main chemical produced in the body by the THY- 
ROID (GLAND) (= organ in the neck), which in- 
creases the METABOLISM (= changing of food into 
energy) and in this way, makes the body grow and 
develop 


tiara /ti:'zer-9, -'er-9, -'ar-9/ n[C] a piece of jew- 
elry worn on the head by a woman at very formal 
social occasions 


tic /tik/ n [C] a sudden, small, uncontrollable 
movement, esp. of the face 0 He developed a tic 
when he was nervous. 


tick MAKESOUND /tik/ v [I] to make a quiet, 
short, regularly repeated sound like that made by 
a clock © That clock ticks too loudly. 
tick /tik/ n[C] © I could hear the ticks of the passing 
seconds. 
ticking /‘tuk-1/ n [U] © the ticking of a clock 
ANIMAL /tik/ n[C] any of several types of very small 
animals that suck the blood of other animals 


PHRASAL VERBS with tick 


etick off something LIST [M] to name items in a 
list © She ticked off six reasons for saying no. 

e tick off someone MAKE ANGRY [M] infm/ to make 
someone angry © Bad service in a restaurant ticks 
him off. 


- ticket PROOF OF PAYMENT /'tik:at/ n[C] a small 
card that shows that the person holding it has paid 
for an activity © a train/movie ticket O an airline 
ticket © Have you bought your ticket yet? 

LEGAL NOTICE /'tik-at/ n[C] an official piece of pa- 
per that tells someone that a traffic law has been 
broken © a speeding/parking ticket © Carla got a 
ticket for making a U-turn on a bridge. 
ticket /'trk-at/ v [T] © Charles was ticketed for 
speeding. 

POLITICAL GROUP /'tik-at/ n [C] a group of people 
from one political party who are trying to get 


elected at one time © She’s running on the Demo- 
cratic and Independent tickets. 


tickle /'tik-al/ v [T] to touch someone in a way 
that causes a slightly uncomfortable physical feel- 
ing which makes you laugh © She tickled his feet. 
tickle /'tik-al/ n [C] A tickle in your throat is an 
unpleasant feeling that might make you cough. 
ticklish /'tik-a-l1f/ adj 1 Are you ticklish (= Do you 
laugh if someone tickles you)? 2 A ticklish situation 
is one that needs to be dealt with carefully. 


IDIOM with tickle 


etickled pink, tickled to death infm/ very pleased © 
| was tickled pink to be invited. 


tick-tack-toe, tic-tac-toe / tik ,taek 'tou/ n [U] 
a game in which two players take turns putting 
O’s or X’s in a pattern of nine squares, trying to 
get three O's or X’s in a straight line 


tidal wave n [C] an extremely large wave 
caused by violent movement of the earth under 
the sea 


tidbit /‘tid-bit/ n [C] a small piece of interesting 
information, or a small item of food © We learned 
all sorts of historical tidbits. 0 She feeds her dog tid- 
bits from the dinner table. 


tide /taid/ n[C] 1 the rise and fall of the sea that 
happens twice every day © high/low tide 2 A tide 
is also any large change in something, esp. an in- 
crease in the amount of something: The tide of 
public opinion is turning against the president. 
tidal /‘taid-°l/ adj connected with, or influenced 
or powered by, the rise and fall of the sea © a tidal 
river 


PHRASAL VERB with tide 


etide someone over to supply someone with 
something that is lacking for a short period O Can 
you lend me some money to tide me over till next 
month? 


tidy NEAT /‘taid-i/ adj (of appearance or behav- 
ior) neat © a tidy house 


LARGE /‘taid-i/ adj (of amounts of money) large © 
He made a tidy sum/profit. 


tie FASTEN /ta1/ v [I/T] pres. part. tying, past tied to 
fasten together two pieces of string or other long, 
thin material, or to hold together with string, rope, 
etc. © [I] This dress ties at the back. © [T] She tied 
the ribbon in a bow/knot. 
tie /ta1/, necktie n[C] 1 a long, thin piece of ma- 
terial worn esp. by men which fits under a shirt 
collar, is tied in a knot, and hangs down the front 
of the shirt © a silk tie 2 A tie is also any piece of 
string, plastic, etc., used to hold together some- 
thing: Can you find the ties for the garbage bags? 
FINISH EQUAL /ta1/ v [I] pres. part. tying, past tied to 
finish at the same time or score the same number 
of points as someone or something else in a com- 
petition © Jane and | tied for first place. © The score 
is tied (up) at 3 to 3. 

tie /tai/ n[C] © It’s a tie for first place. 

CONNECTION /tai/ n[C] a connection or relation- 
ship between people, or a connection a person has 
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with a place, interest, activity, etc. O a tie to the 
past O Gray had close ties with other powerful poli- 
ticians. 0 He is a businessman and developer with 
strong ties to Beijing. 


WORD FAMILY tie 


Verbs tie 
untie 


Nouns tie 


IDIOM with tie 


etie the knot to get married © So when are you 
two going to tie the knot? 


PHRASAL VERBS with tie 


*tie down someone/something HOLD IN PLACE 
[M] to hold someone or something in place with 
ropes © Tie down anything that might blow away in 
the storm. 

etie down someone LIMIT [M] to limit someone's 
freedom © Family obligations tied him down. 

etie something in with something to show that 
something is connected to something else © Our 
dance teacher showed us the turn, then tied it in with 
the basic step. 

etie something to something CONNECT to show 
how one thing is connected to another © Research- 
ers have tied the increase in asthma to certain types 
of pollution. 

etie someone to something UNABLE TO LEAVE to 
force someone to stay in a place © Her work ties her 
to the east coast. 

etie up something HOLD [M] to hold something 
with string or rope © Tie your newspapers up with 
string. © Thieves tied up the night watchman. 

etie up something LIMIT MOVEMENT [M] to limit 
someone’s or something’s movement or use © It’s 
a good investment, but your money will be tied up 
for a long time. © Sorry I’m late — | got tied up in 
traffic. O Related noun: TIE UP TOO MANY THINGS 


tie-breaker n [C] an additional competition 
among competitors who have finished with equal 
scores 


tier /tir/ n[C] one of several layers or levels 0 We 
sat in one of the upper tiers of the stadium. 


tie-up COMBINING rn [C] an agreement that 
combines two companies © A tie-up between the 
two air carriers is likely to be approved. 


STOP n [C] a stop caused by having too many 
things come or happen together © An overturned 
truck caused a huge traffic tie-up. © Related verb: 
THE UP LIMIT MOVEMENT 


tiff /tif/ n [C] infmi a slight argument o We had a 
little tiff over whose turn it was to walk the dog. 


tiger /'tar-gar/, female tigress /'tar-gras/ n [C] a 
large, wild cat that has yellow-orange fur with 
thick lines of black fur 


tight FIRMLY TOGETHER /tait/ adj, adv [-er/-est 
only] 1 (held or kept together) firmly or closely o 
You have to wrap the bandage tight enough so that 
it really supports your ankle. © Make sure the door is 
shut tight (= completely closed) before you leave. 2 
Clothes that are tight fit the body closely, some- 
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times so closely that they are uncomfortable: She 
wore a tight black skirt. 0 These shoes feel a bit tight. 
3 If you say about two people that they are tight, 
you mean they are close friends. 

tightly /'tart-li/ adv © Dorothy held her dog tightly 
so he wouldn't run after them. 

tighten /'tart-?n/ v[I/T] © [T] You've got to tighten 
the laces of your ice skates. © [I] His arms tightened 
around her. 


LIMITED /tait/ adj [-er/-est only] (esp. of time or 
money) available in limited amounts © Arnold has 
a very tight schedule today and | don't know if he 
can see you. O We're on a tight budget and can’t 
afford to eat out much. © Parking is very tight on 
weekdays around here. 
tighten /'tart-9n/ v [T] to make something less 
easily available © The government plans to tighten 
credit and slow the growth of the money supply. 


CONTROLLED /tait/ adj strongly controlled © Secu- 
rity was tight at the meeting between the two 
leaders. 
tighten /'tait-?n/ v [T] © Security was tightened at 
US embassies around the world. 0 The government 
moved to tighten the rules on toxic substances in the 
air.O [M] Our team will have to tighten up its defense 
if we want to win. 
tightly /'tat-li/ adv © Her decision to run for office 
was a tightly held secret. 


DIFFICULT /tart/ adj 1 (of situations) difficult or hard 

to deal with oO We were in a tight financial situation. 
© | was in a tight spot (= difficult situation) and 
wasn't sure what | should do. 2 In a competition, 
tight means close, with the competitors almost 
even: He was involved in a very tight race for 
governor. 


WORD FAMILY tight 


Adjectives tight 
Verbs 


Adverbs tight 


tighten tightly 


IDIOM with tight 


etighten your belt to spend less money © Many 
small businesses are tightening their belts because of 
the slow economy. 


tight-fisted adj infm! unwilling to spend money 


tight-lipped adj refusing to say very much 
about something © He remained tight-lipped about 
whether the union would declare a strike. 


tightrope /‘tart-roup/ n [C] a stretched wire or 
rope fixed above the ground that skilled people 
walk across, esp. in a CIRCUS performance 


tights /taits/ p/n 1 a piece of clothing made of 
a material that stretches to cover the body below 
the waist, including the legs, worn esp. by dancers 
and people doing physical exercises © Ballet stu- 
dents should wear a leotard and tights. 2 Br Tights 
are also PANTYHOSE. 


tightwad /‘tait-wad/ n [C] disapproving a person 
who is not willing to spend money 


tile /tail/ n [C] a flat, thin, usually square piece of 
baked clay, plastic, or other material used for cov- 
ering floors, walls, or roofs © a tile floor o ceiling 
tiles 
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tile /tail/ v [T] © We’re going to tile the bathroom 
ourselves. 


till UNTIL /til, tal, t91/ prep, conjunction up to (the 
time that); until © Tell him to take it easy till we get 
there. 


PREPARE LAND /til/ v [T] to prepare and use land 
for growing crops © to till the soil 


MONEY CONTAINER /til/ n [C] a DRAWER where 
money is kept in a store © (fig.) We suspected him 
of dipping into the till (= stealing money from the 
store). 


tilt /tilt/ v[I/T] 1 to cause something to move into 
a sloping or uneven position, or to be in this po- 
sition O [T] He tilted his chair back and put his feet 
up on the desk. © [T] The woman tilted her head 
back, laughing at something Pascal had just said. 2 
fig. Something that tilts toward/away from some- 
thing increases or lessens its support for it: [I] UN 
spending has tilted away from development toward 
relief, O'Reilly says. 
tilt /tilt/ n [C usually sing] © The house was on 
tilt (= not horizontal). 


timber /'‘tim-bar/ n [C/U] wood from trees that 
is used for building, or trees grown for this use © 
[U] The houses were constructed of timber and 
whitewashed clay. 


timbre /‘taem-bar, 'tim-bar, 'tam-bra/ n[C] mu- 
sic a feature of sound in music that is produced by 
a particular instrument or voice 


time MEASURE OF EXISTENCE /tarm/ n[U] 1 the 
seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, 
years, etc., in which existence is measured, or the 
past, present, and future considered as a whole © 
| really don’t have time to call her today. © The chil- 
dren spent most of their time outdoors. © We’d save 
time (= It would be quicker) if we didn’t have to pick 
up Bobby on the way. 2 \f you waste time, you do 
not make good use of the amount of time available 
to you. 


PARTICULAR PERIOD /taim/ n [C/U] 1 a particular 
period of seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, 
months, years, etc., during which something has 
been happening or is needed or available © [U] The 
kids are well-behaved most of the time. © [C] She 
was very lonely at that time. © [C] They talked for a 
long time. © [U] She spent most of her free time lis- 
tening to music. © [C] It’s unusual to get snow at this 
time of year. © [U] Those kids are over here all the 
time (= often or continuously). 2 If you pass time, 
you do something while waiting for something 
else to happen: [U] While he was waiting, Joe passed 
the time looking through magazines. 3 Your time in 
a race is the number of seconds, minutes, and 
hours you take to complete it: [C] The track was 
soft, and the times were slow. 
time /tarm/ v [T] to measure the seconds, min- 
utes, and hours for something to happen or some- 
one to do something © We ran two miles and were 
timed at 12 minutes and 30 seconds. © You've got 
to time the roast or it will get overdone. 


MEASUREMENT ON A CLOCK /taim/ n [C/U] 1 a 
particular moment in the day, as expressed in 


time 


hours and minutes and shown on a clock, or a par- 
ticular point in the day, week, month, or year © [U] 
What time is it? 0 [U] What time do you finish work? 
© [U] He’s teaching his daughter to tell time (= to 
recognize what particular point in the day it is by 
looking at a clock). © [C] | catch the train at the 
same time every day. © [U] Parking is not allowed 
here at any time (= ever). 2 Time is also used to 
refer to the system of recording hours used in dif- 
ferent parts of the world: [U] Mountain Standard 
Time © [U] daylight saving time 

time /taim/ v[T] to arrange for something to hap- 
pen at a specific moment © We timed our arrivals 
at the airport so that we could meet and share a taxi 
to the city. 

timer /'tai-mar/ n[C] a device that starts or stops 
something at a set time or that makes a sound 
after a particular amount of time has passed 0 He 
set the timer on the VCR to start recording at 11:30. 
» Usage: hour or time? at HOUR 


SUITABLE POINT /taim/ n [C/U] 1 a point of the 
day, week, month, or year that is suitable for a par- 
ticular activity, or at which something is expected 
to happen © [U] We had enjoyed our visit, but now 
it was time to go home. © [U] Put away your toys, 
Leni, it’s time for bed. © [C] The times for meals are 
listed on the schedule. © [U] This is no time (= not a 
suitable moment) to change your mind. 2 To be in 
time for something is to arrive at the right mo- 
ment, before it is too late to do something © We 
arrived just in time for the show © I’m glad you got 
here in time to see Julie before she goes. © The plane 
is expected to arrive on time (= when schedulea). 
timely /'tarm-li/ adj given or made available at a 
suitable moment, esp. now © timely advice 
timing /'tar-min/ n [U] the ability to choose the 
right moment to do or say something, or the time 
when something happens © The difference between 
a joke told well and a joke told badly is the timing. 
O The timing of the airline strike was bad for our 
vacation plans. 


OCCASION /taim/ n [C] an occasion or period, or 
the experience connected with it © This is a time 
to be serious. © There were times when he almost 
gave up, but somehow he managed to survive. 0 We 
visit my mother a few times a year. © She takes the 
medicine three times a day. © He was holding down 
three jobs at the same time. © We had a good time 
at the party. 

HISTORICAL PERIOD /taim/, times n[C] 1 a period 
in history © Indians since ancient times have ground 
their corn by hand. 2 Something or someone who 
is before your time happened or existed before 
you were born or were old enough to remember: 
The Beatles were way before my time. 


| WORD FAMILY time | 


Nouns time Adjectives timeless 


overtime timely 

timer overtime 

timing untimely 
Verbs time 


overtime 
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time and a half 


IDIOMS with time 


eat a time during any one period © / can only do 
one thing at a time. 

edo time, serve time to spend a certain period in 
prison © He did time in a California prison. 

ethe time is ripe the conditions are good © The 
time is ripe for buyers looking for a bigger house. 
etime after time again and again; repeatedly o 
We've been hearing the same news story time after 
time. 

etime and (time) again very often © I’ve told you 
time and time again to lock both doors before you 
leave. 

e time flies a certain period has passed surprisingly 
quickly © Time flies when you're having fun. 

e time is on someone's side someone will do better 
by waiting © Your parents think time is on their side, 
and that you'll stop asking if they’re patient. 

etime on your hands a period when you have 
nothing you must do © Now that she was retired, 
Mary found that she had a lot of time on her hands. 
etimes have changed the situation is different 
now from the way it was in the past © Times have 
changed and many more women now have executive 
jobs than in the past. 

etime’s up infm/ an activity is finished © OK, every- 
one, time’s up — hand in your tests. 

e time will tell you will discover in the future what 
the result of a present situation is O Time will tell 
whether we made the right decision. 


time and a half n (U] payment for work that 
is SO percent more than the usual rate 


time bomb n [C] 1 a bomb attached to a de- 
vice that will make it explode at a particular time 
2 A time bomb is also a developing situation that 
will cause serious problems in the future if it is not 
stopped: He has the kind of nasty attitude toward 
management that is a time bomb in any work 
situation. 


time clock n [C] a clock that employees use to 
record the time when they arrive at and leave work 


time-honored aaj considered important be- 
cause of having existed for many years © Family 
Thanksgiving dinners are a time-honored tradition. 


timeless /'taim-las/ adj lasting forever; never 
showing the effects of aging © That song stands 
out as a timeless classic. 


timeline /‘tarm-lamn/ n [C] 1 a plan or idea of 
how much time something will or should take © 
Despite the short timeline, supporters gathered 
enough signatures to get the measure on the ballot. 
2 A timeline is also a written representation of a 
period of time, usually a line, that shows the order 
in which related events happened. 


timely /‘tarm-li/ adj o See at TIME SUITABLE 
POINT 


timeout /‘tarm'‘avt/ n [C] a short official pause 
during a game when the players plan what to do 
next 


timer /‘tai-mar/ no See at TIME MEASUREMENT 
ON A CLOCK 


1002 


times MULTIPLIED BY /taimz/, symbol x prep 
multiplied by © Two times two equals four. 


AMOUNT /taimz/ prep used to show the difference 
in amount of two things, by multiplying one of 
them by the stated number © She earns five times 
as much as | do. 


time signature n [C] music two numbers in 
written music that show how many beats are in a 
BAR (= part of a piece of music) and which note 
gets one beat © /f the time signature is 3/4, there 
are three beats to a measure and a quarter note gets 
one beat. > Picture: notation 


imetable /‘tarm ter-bal/ n [C] a list of the 
times when particular activities or events will hap- 
pen; schedule © An election is expected in one or 
two years, although no timetable has been 
announced. 


time zone n [C] one of 24 parts that the world 
is divided into so that different places can set their 
clocks correctly 


lang 


timid /'tim-ad/ adj easily frightened; not brave 
or confident © She was timid about swimming in 
deep water. © Opposite: BOLD BRAVE 
timidly /'tim-ad-li/ adv © She sang timidly but 
sweetly. 
timidity /ta'mid-at-i/ n [U] © A shaky voice re- 
vealed his timidity. 


timing /‘tar-min/ n [U] © See at TIME SUITABLE 
POINT 


tin /tin/ n [C/U] a soft, silver metal that is often 
combined with other metals or used as a layer to 
protect various metals 


tin can n[C] a CAN CONTAINER 


tinder /‘tin-dar/ n [U] a substance that burns 
easily, such as paper or thin sticks of wood, used 
to light fires 


tinderbox /'tin-dar ,baks/ n [C] a situation or 
place where sudden violence is likely © The press 
seems to encourage violence in an area that is al- 
ready a tinderbox. 


tinfoil /‘tin-forl/ n [U] FOIL METAL SHEET 


tinge /tind3/ v[T] to adda slight amount of color 
or a quality to something © The sunset tinged the 
sky red. 
tinge /tind3/ n [C] © The flowers are purple with 
tinges of pink. 


oP 


ingle /'tin-gal/ v[I] to have a slight stinging feel- 
ing © Her skin tingled after swimming in the cold, 
salty water. 

tingle /'try-gal/ n [C/U] © [C usually sing] | often 
get a tingle in my toes when they’re cold. 


tinker /‘tig-kar/ v [I always + adv/prep] to make 
small changes in something, because you hope to 
improve or fix it © Chuck tinkers with the car’s en- 
gine all the time. 


tinkle /‘tij-kal/ v [I] 1 to make light, ringing 
sounds © The wind chimes tinkled in the breeze. 2 a 
child’s word Tinkle also means to excrete urine. 
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tinkle /'tin:kal/ n [C usually sing] © We heard the 
tinkle of ice as he stirred the lemonade. 


tinny /‘tin-i/ adj (of sound) weak and high; lack- 
ing a full sound © The music sounded good even on 
the TV's tinny speakers. 


tinsel /'tin-sal, -zal/ n [U] thin strips of a shiny 
material used as decoration, esp. on Christmas 
trees 


tint /tint/ v [T] art to color something slightly 
tint /tint/ n[C] 1 art a variety of a color, or a pale 
color © Here, the ocean is gray with a blue tint. 2 A 
tint is also a substance used to change slightly the 
color of something, esp. hair or paint. 


tiny /'tai-ni/ adj [-er/-est only] extremely small © 
Just trim a tiny bit off my hair, please. 


tip END /tip/ n[C] the pointed end of something 
O The tip of the cat's tail is white. © She has a house 
on the western tip of the island. 


INFORMATION /tip/ n [C] a useful piece of infor- 
mation or advice, esp. something secret or not 
generally known © She gave me some helpful gar- 
dening tips. © Acting on a tip, the police arrested 
most of the smugglers. 


LEAN /tip/ v [I/T] -pp- to lean to one side, or to 
cause something to lean to one side © [T] She 
tipped the umbrella to keep the sun off the picnic 
table. 


FALL OVER /tip/ v [I/T] to fall or turn over, or to 
cause something to fall or turn over © [I] /feveryone 
sits on one side of the boat, it will tip (over). 

PAY /tip/ v [I/T] -pp- to give money to someone 
for service which is in addition to the amount be- 
ing charged © [T] He tipped the porter generously. 
tip /tip/ n[C] ° “That guy didn’t bother to leave a 
tip,” the waitress said disgustedly. 


IDIOMS with tip 


eon the tip of your tongue about to be said if you 
can remember it © | know her — her name is on the 
tip of my tongue, but it won’t come to me. 

ethe tip of the iceberg a small and known part 
of something much larger and unknown ° As with 
many injuries, the damage we can see is only the tip 
of the iceberg. . 

«tip the balance, tip the scales to cause a change, 
esp. in making something more likely to happen 
0 Introducing new fish to the lake tipped the balance 
and made it very hard for the trout that were already 
living there. 


PHRASAL VERB with tip 


*tip off someone [M] to give secret information to 
someone, or to give someone information without 
intending to © Apparently the mob leaders were 
tipped off that police were watching them. © Moving 
strike aircraft within range could have tipped off the 
bad guys. © Related noun: TIP-OFF 


tipi /‘ti:-pi:/ n [C] a TEPEE 


tip-off n [C] infmi a warning or information that 
something may happen © He began cutting classes 


— a tip-off that he was in trouble. © Related verb: TIP 
OFF 


tipsy /‘tip-si/ adj infm! slightly drunk 


tiptoe /'tip-tou/ v [I always + adv/prep] to walk 
with your heels raised off the ground © She tiptoed 
out of the room so she wouldn't wake him. 
tiptoe /'tip-tou/ n [C] © He had to stand on his 
tiptoes to reach the shelf. 


tiptop /'tip-tap/ adj [not gradable] infmi excel- 
lent; perfect © He swam a mile every day and kept 
himself in tiptop shape. 


tirade /ta'reid, 'tai-reid/ n[C] an angry speech, 
often lasting a long time, that expresses strong dis- 
approval O My father’s tirades against politicians 
were famous. 


tire LOSE ENERGY /tair/ v [I/T] 1 to cause some- 
one to lose energy, or to be without energy © [I] 
Weakened by the infection, he tires easily. © [T] Run- 
ning tired her. © [M] Going up all those stairs tires 
me out. 2 To tire of something is to become bored 
with it: Viewers never tire of nature programs. 
tired /taird/ adj [not gradable] 1 / had been up all 
night with the baby and was really tired. 2 If you are 
tired of something, you are bored or annoyed by 
it: I’m tired of cleaning up after you. 
tireless /'tatr-las/ adj [not gradable] not stopping 
or taking a rest from something © a tireless woman 
tirelessly /‘tarr-l9-sli/ adv O He worked tirelessly to 
improve the local schools. 
tiring /‘tar-rin/ adj [not gradable] causing you to 
feel you have no energy © Dad had a tiring day at 
work. 


|USAGE® oe Dagens ¥ 

tired of or tired from? 

If you are tired of something or tired of doing 

something, you are bored or annoyed by it. 
I’m tired of hearing his awful jokes. 

If you are tired from something, you want to 

rest because of it. 
He was tired from the long trip. 
He-was-tired-of the-thetong trip: 


WORD CHOICES tire - 


If someone is extremely tired, you can say that 
the person is exhausted or worn-out. 
I'm too exhausted to take the dog for a walk 
tonight. 
By the time | got home, | was completely 
worn out. 
You can describe someone who is tired because 
he or she has been working very hard as 
burned out or drained. 
He was completely burned out after a full 
week of performances. 
I'd worked a twelve-hour day and was 
absolutely drained. 
If someone is tired and wants to go to sleep, 
you can describe them as drowsy or sleepy. 
The heat had made me drowsy/sleepy. 


a 
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tiresome 


WHEEL /tair/ n[C] a rubber ring, usually filled with 
air, that fits around the wheel of a car, bicycle, or 
other vehicle © Most cars now have radial tires. 


WORD FAMILY tire 


Nouns _ tire Adjectives tired 
tireless 
tiresome 


tiring 


Verbs tire 


Adverbs tirelessly 


tiresome /'‘tair-sam/ adj [not gradable] tiring, 
annoying, or boring © /t’s getting a little tiresome, 
listening to you complain. 


tissue PAPER /'tiJ-u:/ n[C] a piece of soft, thin 
paper which absorbs liquids © He wiped his nose 
with a tissue. 


CELLS /'tiJ-u:/n[U] biology a group of related cells 
that forms larger parts of animals and plants 


tissue paper, short form tissue n [U] light, thin 
paper used for wrapping things, esp. things inside 
packages 


titanium /tai'ter-ni:-am, te-/ n [U] a hard, sil- 
ver-colored metal that is used esp. for making 
other metals stronger 


tit for tat /‘tt-far'tet/ n [U] something, esp. 
something annoying or unpleasant, done to 
someone because that person has done the same 
thing to you O She would not continue to fight, and 
rejected returning tit for tat. 


titillate /‘tit-4l e1t/ v [I/T] to cause someone to 
feel pleasantly excited © [T] We were titillated by 
the promise of things to come. 
titillating /'tit-l,ert-1n/ adj oO They attend get- 
rich seminars with titillating titles like “Turn an Ugly 
House into a Pot of Gold.” 


title NAME /'tart-*l/ n [C] the name of a book, 
movie, play, song, or work of art © The book is an 
index to song titles. 
title /‘tart-*l/ v [T] © He titled his autobiography 
“Beneath the Underdog.” 

RANK /'tart-9l/ n [C] a word or phrase that shows a 
person’s rank or job © Her job title is director of hu- 
man resources. 


SPORTS PRIZE /'tart-®l/ n [C] a prize or public state- 
ment showing that someone is the best in a par- 
ticular sport or competition © She won her third 
straight title in speed skating. 

LEGAL RIGHT /‘tart-®l/  [U] Jaw the legal right to 
own something, esp. a piece of land or a building 
© That little paper is your title to the car, so don’t 
lose it. 


WORD FAMILY title 


Nouns title 
subtitle 


Adjectives titled 


Verbs title 
entitle 
subtitle 


entitlement 


title page n [C] a page at the front of a book 
giving the name of the book and its writer and 
PUBLISHER 
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title role n [C] the main character in a play or 
movie whose name is in its title © Brando played 
the title role in “The Godfather.” 


title track n [C] the piece of music on a re- 
cording that has the same name as the recording 
itself 


titrate /‘tar-treit/ v [T] chemistry to measure 
how much of a substance is in a liquid by adding 
it to measured amounts of another substance 
which reacts to it, for example, by making it 
change color 

titration /tar'trer-Jan/ n [U] chemistry 


titter /'tit-ar/ v [!] to laugh in a nervous and quiet 
way © Some kids tittered at the boys who were mak- 
ing faces in class. 
titter /'trt-ar/ n [C] © There were titters from the 
audience but no big laughs. 


tizzy /'tiz-i/ n [C usually sing] infmi a state of ex- 
citement or confusion © She’s in a tizzy because she 
locked her keys in the car. 


TNT /,ti: ,en'ti:/ n [U] a powerful explosive 


to INFINITIVE /tu:, tu, ta/ prep 1 used before a verb 
showing that it is in the infinitive © She agreed to 
help. © | asked her to finish by Friday. © | need to eat 
something. © I’d love to visit New York. © | want to 
go now. 2 “To” followed by an infinitive is used 
after adjectives: /t’s not likely to happen. © | was 
afraid to tell her. 3 “To” followed by an infinitive is 
used after nouns: He has the ability to do two things 
at once. 4 "To” followed by an infinitive can begin 
a clause: To be honest (= Speaking honestly), | pre- 
fer the gray skirt. § “To” followed by an infinitive 
can be used to express requests or orders: /s it pos- 
sible to have tea instead? © You're not to go there by 
yourself. 6 “To” followed by an infinitive is used 
after “how,” “what,” “when,” “where,” 
“whether,” “which,” “who,” “whom,” — or 
“whose”: | don’t know what to do. © Can you tell 
me how to get there? 7 “To” followed by an infin- 
itive is used after “enough”: | was close enough to 
touch him. 


INSTEAD OF VERB /tu:, tu, to/ prep used instead of 
a verb clause when answering questions © “Would 
you like to go to the movies tonight?” “Yes, I’d love 
to.” 


FOR /tu:, tu, te/ prep for the purpose of doing 
something © | asked Helen out to dinner. 


SHOWING DIRECTION /tu:, tu, ta/ prep 1 in the di- 
rection of or as far as © We went to Montreal last 
year. © I’m going to the bank. © We were in mud up 
to our ankles. 2 “To” can be used to show the po- 
sition of something or someone in relation to 
something or someone else: We came face to face 
in the elevator. © The Rocky Mountains are to the 
west of the Great Plains. 3 “To” can show some- 
thing is on or around something: Can you tie the 
dog’s leash to the fence? 


BETWEEN /tu:, tu, te/ prep used in phrases that 
show a range of things or a distance between 
places © There must have been 30 to 35 people 
there. 0 We got two to three inches of snow at home. 
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© Read pages 10 to 25. 0 It’s two to three hundred 
miles from Boston to Washington. 

RECEIVING /tu:, tu, ta/ prep used for showing who 
receives something or who experiences an action 
0 | told that story to Glen. © Who's the letter ad- 
dressed to? 

IN CONNECTION WITH /tu:, tu, ta/ prep in connec- 
tion with © They exercise to music. 0 What was their 
response to that news? 

COMPARED WITH /tu:, tu, ta/ prep compared with 
© Paul beat me three games to two. © | scored 80 to 
Talia’s 90. 

UNTIL /tu:, tu, ta/ prep 1 until a particular time, 
state, or condition is reached © /t’s only two weeks: 
to your birthday. © We're open daily from 2 to 6 p.m. 
O My shirt was torn to shreds. 2 “To” is used, when 
giving the time, to mean minutes before the stated 
hour: /t’s twenty to six. 

CAUSING /tu:, tu, ta/ prep causing a particular feel- 
ing or effect in someone © To my great relief, she 
decided against going. 

CONSIDERED BY /tu:, tu, to/ prep considered by © 
Does this make any sense to you? © Fifty dollars is 
very little to him. 

MATCHING /tu:, tu, ta/ prep matching or belong- 
ing to © the top to a bottle © the keys to my apart- 
ment © There is a funny side to everything. 

FOR EACH /tu:, tu, to/ prep for each of; PER © This 
car gets about 30 miles to the gallon. 


toad /toud/ n [C] a small animal, similar to a 
FROG, that has dry, brown skin and lives mostly on 
land 


toadstool /'toud:stu:l/ n [C] a MUSHROOM (= 
plant), esp. a poisonous one 


to and fro /,tu:-an 'frou/ adv {not gradable] in 
one direction and then in the opposite direction © 
Outside my door | could hear people walking to and 
fro. 


toast BREAD /toust/ n [U] sliced bread that has 
been made brown by being put near a high heat 
© buttered toast 
toast /toust/ v [T] © Would you like me to toast 
your bagel? 

toaster /'tou-star/ n°[C] an electric device for 
making toast 

DRINK /toust/ n [C] a short speech in honor of 
someone or in celebration of something, followed 
by everyone present taking a drink © Ted raised his 
glass and proposed a toast “to absent friends.” 
toast /toust/ v [T] 0 At midnight, we toasted the 
New Year. 


toasty /‘tou-sti/ adj warm and comfortable © You 
must feel nice and toasty sitting in front of the fire. 


tobacco /ta'bak-ou/ n [U] a type of plant, or 
the dried leaves of this plant which are prepared 
and smoked in cigarettes, pipes, or CIGARS, or 
sometimes chewed 


toboggan /ts'bag-an/ n [C] a piece of equip- 
ment used for sliding over snow and ice which 


consists of long, thin boards fixed together that 
curve up at the front 


today /ta'dei/ adv [not gradable] 1 on this day 
© What's the date today? © We could go today or 
tomorrow. 2 Today can also be used more gener- 
ally to mean now rather than in the past: People 
are more worried today than ever before. 
today /ta'dei/ n [U] © Today is even hotter than 
yesterday! 


toddle /'tad-°I/ v [lI] (esp. of a young child) to 
walk awkwardly with short steps © Our two-year- 
old toddled after his puppy. 


toddler /'tad-lar/ n [C] a young child, esp. one 
just learning to walk © Are these toys suitable for 
toddlers? 


toe /tou/ n[C] 1 any of the five long, thin parts 
at the end of the foot, similar to the fingers of the 
hand © | broke a toe when | caught my foot in a 
door. 2 Toe also refers to the end of a shoe or sock: 
That sock has a hole in the toe. 


IDIOMS with toe 


eon your toes aware and energetic as a result of 
being busy and challenged © Teaching four different 
subjects keeps you on your toes. 

etoe the line to do what you are expected to do 
without causing trouble for anyone © /f you want 
to get ahead, you'd better learn to toe the line. 


TOEFL /'tou-fal/ n [U] abbreviation for Test of En- 
glish as a Foreign Language (= a test for people 
learning English) 


toehold /‘tou-hould/ n [C] a starting point in a 
job or other opportunity from which you can ad- 
vance © The young person who gets a toehold in that 
business will do well. 


toenail /‘tou-neil/ n [C] the nail of any of the 
toes 


toe-to-toe adj, adv directly opposing or com- 
peting with each other © We don’t have to go toe- 
to-toe with our competitors in every market. 


tofu /'tou-fu:/, bean curd n [U] a soft, pale food 
with little flavor, but high in PROTEIN, that is made 
from SOYBEANS 


together WITHTHE OTHER /ta'ged-ar/ adv 
{not gradable] (of two people or things) each with 
the other, or (of more than two) as a group © We've 
worked together before. © Sara and | were at college 
together. © Add these figures together. 0 We should 
all get together for lunch. © Jim and Mary live 
together. 
togetherness /ta'ged-ar-nas/ n [U] the feeling 
of being friendly and close with other people © The 
project encourages family pride and togetherness. 

AT THE SAME TIME /to'ged-ar/ adv [not gradable] 
at the same time © All the guests arrived together. 

COMBINED /to'ged-ar/ adv [not gradable] 1 in a 
combined condition © Together, they must earn 
over $80,000 a year. © I'll get my things together so 
we can leave. © You mix the eggs and sugar together 
before adding milk. 2 If things go together, they 
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toil 


are attractive when combined: Do purple and pink 
go together? © Those pants and jacket go well 
together. 

ORGANIZED /ta'geé-ar/ adj [not gradable] infmi, ap- 
proving organized, confident, and able to do what- 
ever you decide to do 0 | just feel like the men have 
it more together than the women here do. 


PHRASAL VERB with together 


etogether with someone/something in addition to 
someone or something © The cost of food together 
with drinks and prizes made it an expensive party. 


toil /torl/ n [U] hard and tiring work © He rested 
from the backbreaking toil of putting in fences. 
toil /torl/ v [1] © Walter toiled in obscurity while his 
boss took the credit. 


toilet /'tor-lat/ n [C] a device into which people 
excrete waste, esp. a bowl-shaped device with a 
seat that has a hole in it, or a BATHROOM oO | 
couldn't get the toilet to flush. 


USAGE ee ee 
toilet, bathroom, or restroom? 


Toilet is more often used to refer to the device 
into which people excrete than to the room 
where the device is. Bathroom is the usual 
word for the room with a toilet, especially in 
someone’s home. In public places, rooms with 
toilets are often called restrooms or the 
women’s/ladies’ room and men’s room. 


toilet paper, toilet tissue n [U] soft paper that 
people use to clean themselves after using the 
toilet 


toiletries /'tor-lo-tri:z/ p/n soaps, SHAMPOOS, 
TOOTHPASTE, and other items used to keep your- 
self clean 


token SYMBOL /'tou-kan/ n [C] something you 
give to someone or do for someone to express 
your feelings or intentions © It isn’t a big present — 
it’s just a token of thanks for your help. 
token /'tou-kan/ adj [not gradable] small or lim- 

‘ited but having a symbolic importance © a token 
fee © a token gesture of goodwill 

DISK /'tou-kan/ n[C] a round, metal or plastic disk 
which is used instead of money in some machines 
O subway tokens 


told /tould/ past simple and past participle of TELL 
IDIOM with told 


etold you (so) what | said before was correct 0 
should never have lent him the money.” “I told you 
so.” © USAGE: Used to remind someone that you 
were right and they were wrong. 


tolerable /‘tal-a-ra-bal/ adj of a quality that is 
acceptable but not wonderful © A job in a theme 
park is tolerable only if you're young. 
tolerably /‘tal-9-ra-bli/ adv to a limited or rea- 
sonable degree © | was tolerably good at sports. 


tolerance ACCEPTANCE /‘tal-9-rans/, tolera- 
tion /,tal-9'rer-fan/ n[U] willingness to accept be- 


1006 


havior and beliefs that are different from your own, 

even if you disagree with or disapprove of them © 

religious/racial tolerance © There is zero tolerance of 

violence at this school — if you're caught fighting, 

you'll be suspended. 

tolerant /'tal-a-rant/ adj © Working with young 

people helps me be a little more tolerant. 

tolerate /'tal-9,reit/ v [T] © They don’t have the 

best service, but | tolerate it because | love their food. 
ABILITY TO BEAR /'‘tal-a-rans/ n [U] the ability to 

bear something unpleasant or annoying, or to 

keep going despite difficulties © ! don’t have much 

tolerance for hot, humid weather. 

tolerant /'tal-a-rant/ adj o Some grasses are very 

tolerant of drought. 

tolerate /'tal-9,rert/ v [T] © Athletes often have to 

tolerate a lot of pain. 


toll MONEY /toul/ n[C] an amount of money that 
you have to pay to travel along some main roads, 
to cross bridges, etc., or to make telephone calls 
over long distances © They’re raising the bridge toll 
to $5.00. 0 The number you dialed is a toll call — 
please deposit an additional fifty cents. 

SUFFERING /toul/ n [U] a high degree of suffering 
or damage © In addition to the physical destruction 
caused by the flooding, the emotional toll on its vic- 
tims was immense. 

RING /toul/ v [I/T] (of a large bell) to ring slowly 
and repeatedly, or to cause a large bell to ring in 
this way © [I] The town hall bell tolled at noon. 


tollbooth /‘toul-bu:9/ n [U] a small, enclosed 
room on a road, bridge, etc., where a person col- 
lects money from drivers as they enter or leave 


toll-free adj [not gradable] (of telephone calls) 
free for the person making the call 


tomahawk /‘tam-a,ho:k/ n[C] a small fighting 
AX (= tool with a blade) used by American Indians 


tomato /ta'merit-ou, New Eng and eastern Virginia 
also -'ma:t-/ n [C] pl tomatoes a juicy, red fruit 
eaten raw, esp. in salads, or cooked as a vegetable 
© tomato sauce/soup 


tomb /tu:m/ n [C] a structure or underground 
room where someone, esp. an important person, 
is buried 


tomboy /‘tam-bo1/ n [C] a girl who dresses and 
acts like a boy, esp. in playing physical games that 
boys usually play 


tombstone /'tu:m-stoun/, gravestone /'gretv: 
stoun/, headstone /'hed-stoun/ n [C] a cut stone 
with writing on it that marks where a dead person 
is buried 


tomcat /'tam-kzt/ n[C] a male cat 
tome /toum/ n [C] a large, heavy book 


tomfoolery /tam ‘fu:-la-ri/ n [U] foolish, often 
playful, behavior 


tomorrow /ta'mar-ou, -'mo:r-/ adv [not grad- 
able] on the day after today © He said he'll call to- 
morrow after work. 
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tomorrow /ta'mar-ou, -'moa:r-/ n[C/U] 1 [U] To- 
morrow’s meeting has been postponed. 2 \f you say 
you will see someone tomorrow night/evening/ 
etc., you mean you will see that person on the 
night/evening/etc. of the next day: [U] I’ve ar- 
ranged to see Rachel tomorrow morning/afternoon. 
3 Tomorrow can also mean the future: [U] Today’s 
problem child may be tomorrow's criminal. 


ton /tan/ n[C] 1 a unit of measurement of weight 
equal to 2000 pounds or about 907 kilograms 2 
infml A ton or tons of something is a very large 
amount: /’ve got a ton of homework to do tonight. 


tome VOICE EXPRESSION /toun/ n[U] a quality in 
the voice, esp. one that expresses the speaker's 
feelings, often toward the person being addressed 
© His tone was apologetic. 

MOOD /toun/ n[U] 1 the mood or general feeling 
of something © The tone of his remarks was confi- 
dent and reassuring. 2 literature The tone of a 
piece of writing expresses the writer’s attitude to- 
ward the subject or the reader: The angry tone of 
this essay reveals her feelings about the war. 

SOUND /toun/ n [C usually sing] a musical, me- 
chanical, or voice sound on one note © /f you wish 
to leave a message, please wait until after the tone. 

MUSICAL QUALITY /toun/ n [C/U] music 1 the 
quality of sound of a musical instrument or singing 
voice 2 A tone is also a STEP MUSIC. 
tonal /'toun-l/ adj [not gradable] music orga- 
nized based on a particular note and the relation- 
ship of other notes to it 
tonality /tou'nel:at-i/ n [C] music a particular 
musical SCALE or KEY 

FIRM QUALITY /toun/ n [U] (esp. of muscles) the 
quality of being healthy and firm © Swimming helps 
to develop good muscle tone. 

COLOR /toun/ n [C] art a feature of color related 
to its brightness or the amount of light it reflects 


PHRASAL VERB with tone 


etone down something [M] to make something 
less forceful or offensive © The foul language in the 
original play has been toned down for television. 


tone-deaf adj [not gradable] not able to rec- 
ognize different notes or sing tunes accurately 


tone poem n [C] music a piece of music for 
instruments that represents a particular story, im- 
age, or mood 


tongs /to:92/ pi na device, often U-shaped, hav- 
ing long sides for picking up objects without 
touching them, used by pressing or moving the 
sides together until the free ends hold the object 
© She moved the smoldering logs around in the fire- 
place with a set of tongs. 


tomgue MOUTH PART /tan/ n the movable part 
in the mouth that is used in tasting and swallowing 
food and, in people, in producing speech 

LANGUAGE /tan/ n[C] a language © McAdam could 
speak the Eskimo tongue, too. 


tongue-in-cheek adj intended to be under- 
stood as a joke, although often seeming serious © 


tool 


He made some tongue-in-cheek comment about be- 
ing very busy cleaning his house. 


tongue-lashing n [C usually sing] an act of 
severe Criticism © The mayor’s public tongue-lashing 
of a member of his own party was a shock. 


tongue-tied adj having difficulty in speaking, 
usually because of being nervous © / was practically 
tongue-tied. 


tongue twister n([C] a name or set of words 
that are difficult to pronounce 


tonic /'tan-ik/ n[C] 1 a liquid medicine intended 
to make you feel better generally rather than treat- 
ing a particular health problem 2 A tonic is also 
anything that makes you feel better: Seeing his 
grandchildren was the perfect tonic for him. 


tonic (water) /‘tan-1k (‘wo:t-ar, ‘wat-)/ 1 [C/ 
U] flavored, bubbly water usually added to alco- 
holic drinks 


tonight /ta'nait/ n [U] (during) the night of the 
present day © The game will be shown on TV begin- 
ning at 8 o'clock tonight. 


tonsils /‘tan-salz/ p! nthe two small, soft organs 
at the back of the mouth 


Tony /'tou-ni/ n (C] one of a set of prizes given 
each year to the best plays and for special achieve- 
ments in the theater 


too MORE /tu:/ adv [not gradable] more than is 
needed or wanted; more than is suitable or 
enough © The sofa is too big for this room. © The 
apartment was nice but it was just too expensive. © 
This dress is too large for me - I'll need a smaller size. 


VERY /tu:/ adv [not gradable] very, or completely © 
I’m not too sure | want to go out tonight. 

ALSO /tu:/ adv [not gradable] (esp. at the end of a 
sentence) in addition; also © Bring your tennis 
racket, and your bathing suit, too. 


IDIOMS with too 


e (that’s) too bad 1! am sorry © “I failed the test.” 
“Oh, that’s too bad — can you take it again?” 2 Too 
bad is sometimes used to say you do not care: “He 
says he’s sorry and he won't do it again.” “Too bad 
— he’s not getting another chance with me.” 

¢ (it’s) too bad thatit is sad that © It’s too bad that 
more parents don’t know how much reading to chil- 
dren can help them. 

etoo good to be true so good in a way that is 
difficult to believe © Her new job sounds too good 
to be true. 


took /tuk/ past simple of TAKE 


tool /tu:!/ n [C] 1 a piece of equipment that you 
use to help you do a job, esp. something that you 
use with your hands to make or repair something 
© The only tools you need for this job are a hammer 
and a screwdriver. 2 A tool is also anything that 
helps you to do something you want to do: We 
believe the new law will be an effective tool in fighting 
poverty. 
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toonie /'tu:-ni/ n [C] Cdn, infmi a Canadian coin 
worth two dollars 


tooth /tu:@/ n[C] p/teeth any of the hard, white 
objects in the mouth that are used for biting and 
chewing food 
toothy /'tu:-6i/ adj showing a lot of your teeth © 
a toothy grin/smile 


toothache /‘tu:6-erk/ n [C] a pain caused by 
something being wrong with one of your teeth 


toothbrush /‘tu:9-braf/ n [C] a small brush 
with along handle that you use to clean your teeth 


toothpaste /‘tu:é-peist/ n [C/U] a_ thick, 
creamy substance that you put on a TOOTHBRUSH 
to clean your teeth 


toothpick /‘tu:@-pik/ n [C] a small pointed 
piece of wood or plastic that is used to clean the 
teeth, esp. after meals 


top HIGHEST PART /tap/ n [C] the highest point, 
place, or part O We set out for the top of the moun- 
tain at daybreak. © Opposite: BOTTOM LOWEST 
PART 
top /tap/ adj [not gradable] © The pages are num- 
bered on the top, right-hand corner. 
top /tap/ v [T] -pp- to be more than © The school 
building fund now tops $180,000. 
topping /‘tap-1n/ n[C] a food substance put on 
top of other food to give extra flavor or as a dec- 
oration © [C] You can get pizza with six different 
choices of toppings. 


UPPER /tap/ adj [not gradable] in the highest or 
upper part © She tripped over the top step and nearly 
fell. 0 The book was on (the) top of the table (= on 
the upper surface of the table). 
top /tap/ n [C] a piece of clothing worn esp. by 
women on the part of the body above the waist © 
I’m looking for a matching top to go with this skirt. 

BEST /tap/ adj, adv [not gradable] 1 (in the position 
of being) at the highest level of importance, 
achievement, or success; best 0 /t was rated among 
the ten top universities in the nation. O She’s one of 
the top executives in the fashion industry. O As a 
chess player, he’s among the top 10% in the country. 
2 Top is used with many different words to mean 
best: top-ranked athletes © top-rated bonds © top- 
seeded tennis players 
top /tap/ n [U] © At forty he was at the top of (= 
one of the leaders of) his profession. 
top /tap/ v [T] -pp- to make something more or 
better O “They've offered me $1000.” “I’m afraid 
we can't top (= offer more than) that.” 
tops /taps/ adj [not gradable] © She is tops (= ex- 
cellent) in her field. 

LID /tap/ n [C] a cover or lid used to close a con- 
tainer O a bottle top 

TOY /tap/ n [C] a toy with rounded sides that you 
can spin on a point at its bottom 


WORD FAMILY top 
Nouns top 

topping 
Verbs top 


Adjectives top 


topmost 
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IDIOMS with top 


eat the top of yourlungs very loudly © She shouted 
his name at the top of her lungs, but there was no 
answer. 

eon top in the best or most successful position o 
She came out on top in every race. 

eon top of something 1 in control of a situation 
and aware of changes © The stock market has been 
unpredictable, and you really have to stay on top of 
things. 2 On top of is also used to mean in addition 
to, esp. something unpleasant © We missed the bus, 
and on top of that it started raining. 

¢on top of the world very happy © She was feeling 
on top of the world after winning the tennis tourna- 
ment. 

eto top it (all) off, topping it (all) off to add some- 
thing else unusually good or bad to a situation that 
is already unusual © Topping it all off, they found 
themselves locked out of their own house.e 


PHRASAL VERBS with top 


e top off something COMPLETE [M] to make some- 
thing complete or satisfying © A fabulous cherry pie 
topped off the meal. 

etop off something CONTAINER [M] fill a con- 
tainer completely © Sean filled his glass and then 
topped off Ed Carey’s. 


top-drawer, top drawer adj [not gradable] of 
very high quality 0 She brought together a team of 
top-drawer designers and engineers. 


top-flight adj [not gradable] of the best quality 
or at the highest level 0 He wasn’t considered a top- 
flight manager. 


top-heavy adj having more weight in the 
higher part than in the lower part and so tending 
to fall easily © If you stand up in such a small boat, 
you make it top-heavy, and it can turn over easily, © 
(fig.) The organization was top-heavy with vice 
presidents. 


topic © /‘tap-1k/ n [C] a subject that is written 
about, discussed, or studied © We must pick topics 
for our research papers by next week. 


topical © /'tap-1-kal/ adj relating to matters of 
importance at the present time © /t was an inter- 
esting discussion of topical issues in medicine. 


topmost /‘tap-moust/ adj highest o We sat on 
the topmost step and waited. 


top-notch adj [not gradable] excellent; of very 
good quality © His level of fitness will have to be top- 
notch for him to play professional basketball. 


topography /ta'pag-ra-fi/ n [U] earth science 
the natural features of land, esp. the shape of its 
surface, or the science of mapping those features 
© Volcanoes have sculpted the topography of the is- 
land. » Picture: gulf; island; isthmus; lagoon; 
peninsula 
topographical /,tap-a'gref-t-kal/ adj [not 
gradable] earth science, © Borden drew the first to- 
pographical map of Texas. 
topographer /ta'pag-ra-far/ n [C] earth sci- 
ence a person who maps the surface features of 
land 
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topographic /,tap-a'gref-1k/ adj [not gradable] 
earth science 


topple /'tap-al/ v [1/T] 1 to lean forward and fall 
0 [T] A large tree was toppled by the wind. 2 If a 
government topples, it is forced from power: [T] 
The government toppled after several large public 
demonstrations. 


top-secret, top secret adj [not gradable] very 
secret and not to be told or shown to anyone apart 
from a special group of people 


topsoil /‘tap-soil/ n (U] earth science the layer 
of earth in which plants grow © rich topsoil 


topsy-turvy /,tap-si:'t3r-vi/ adj infmi confused, 
or lacking organization; UPSIDE DOWN © Things are 
so topsy-turvy at work these days. 


Torah /‘to:r-a, 'tour-9, 'to1-ra/ n[U] the holy writ- 
ings of the Jewish religion, esp. the first five books 
of the Old Testament 


torch /to:rtJ/n[C] 1 a stick that burns at one end 
and is held at the other end and is used esp. as a 
light © Which athlete will carry the Olympic torch 
into the stadium? 2 fig. The torch is the basic re- 
sponsibilities and characteristics of a group, orga- 
nization, or society, esp. when someone new takes 
control: After he retired, the torch passed to his 
daughter, who now runs the organization. 3 A torch 
is also a BLOWTORCH. 
torch /to:rtf/ v[T] infmi to burn something inten- 
tionally and usually illegally © They torched the 
warehouse and ran. 


torch song n [C] a song about love or about 
people in love 


tore /to:r, tour/ past simple of TEAR 


torment /'to:r-ment/ n [C/U] great mental or 
physical suffering, or something that causes such 
pain © (U] After three days of torment, she went to 
a dentist. © [C] That child acts like it’s a torment to 
see me. 
torment /to:r'ment, 'toir-ment/ v[T] © The cows 
were tormented by flies. 


torn /to:rn, tourn/ past participle of TEAR 
IDIOM with torn 


etorn between something and something finding 
it very difficult to choose between two possibilities 
0 She's torn between her loyalty and her desire to tell 
the truth. 


tornado /to:r'neid-0v/, infm/ twister n [C] p/tor- 
nadoes, tornados a dangerous storm which is a 
spinning cone of wind that destroys anything in 
its path as it moves across the ground 


torpedo /to:r'pi:d-ou/ n [C] pi torpedoes a 
bomb designed to travel under water which ex- 
plodes when it hits something © No one on the ship 
saw the torpedo coming, not even the men on watch. 
torpedo /to:r'pi:d-ou/ v [T] torpedoes, pres. part. 
torpedoing, past torpedoed © The ship was torpe- 
doed by a submarine. © (fig.) In fact, both sides tor- 
pedoed the ceasefire (= destroyed its chances for 
SUCCESS). 


torque /to:rk/ n (U] physics a force that causes 
something to turn, or the power of such a force 


torr /to:r/ n [C] physics a unit for measuring 
pressure 


torrent /'to:r-ant, ‘tar-/ n [C] a large stream of 
water that moves very fast O Heavy storms turned 
the river into a raging torrent. © (fig.) The TV station 
received torrents of angry letters (= many of them). 
torrential /ta'ren-tfal/ adj [not gradable] © The 
torrential rains caused mud slides. 


torrid HOT /'to:r-ad, 'tar-/ adj [not gradable] (of 
weather) extremely hot © Summers in the tropics 
are torrid. 

POWERFUL /'‘to:r-ad, 'tar-/ adj [not gradable] in- 
volving very powerful emotions 

PERFORMING WELL /'to:r-ad, 'tar-/ adj [not grad- 
able] performing or doing something extremely 
well © He kept up his torrid hitting pace with a sixth 
homer in eight days. © After a couple of months of 
torrid sales, business began to settle down. 


torso /'to:r-sou/ n[C] pi torsos the main part of 
the human body without the head, arms, or legs 


tort /to:rt/ n [C] an act of injury or damage to a 
person or property that is covered by a law, so that 
the person can start a court action © The company 
has an army of tort lawyers ready to back up its 
demands. 


tortilla /to:r'ti:-9/ n(C] a thin, flat, round bread 
made of corn or wheat flour and baked on top of 
a stove © | could eat tortillas filled with cheese every 
day. 


tortilla chips p/n small fried pieces of a TOR- 
TILLA, often eaten with a spicy sauce 


tortoise /'to:rt-as/ n (C] a TURTLE, esp. one that 
lives only on land 


tortoiseshell /‘to:rt-as, fel/ n[U] the hard shell 
of a TURTLE that has attractive brown and yellow 
patterns, or plastic made to look like this shell © a 
tortoiseshell barrette © tortoiseshell eyeglass frames 


tortuous /'to:r-tfa-was/ adj full of twists and 
turns; not straight or direct © His so-called shortcut 
turned out to be tortuous and slow. 


torture /'to:r-tfar/ n [C/U] 1 an injury or severe 
mental pain © [C] All drivers suffer the tortures of 
traffic and bad weather. 2 Torture is also the act of 
injuring someone or making someone suffer in an 
effort to force that person to do or say what you 
want to be done or said: [U] The museum has many 
examples of instruments of torture. 
torture /'to:r-tfar/ v[T] © She was tortured by the 
memory of their last argument. 


Tory /‘to:r-i, tour-i/ n [C] 1 politics & govern- 
ment a member of the main CONSERVATIVE po- 
litical party in Canada 2 politics & government A 
Tory is also a member of the main CONSERVATIVE 
political party in Great Britain. 3 US history During 
the American Revolution, a Tory was a person who 
supported the British government: LOYALIST. © 
Compare WHIG 
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toss 


toss /to:s/ v [T] 1 to throw gently or easily © He 
tossed his dirty clothes on the floor. 0 Matthew tossed 
the ball to his brother. 2 When you toss food, you 
gently mix small pieces of it together or with a 
sauce: | tossed the salad. 3 If you toss your hair or 
your head, you move it suddenly: The girl tossed 
her hair out of her eyes. 4 If you toss a coin, you 
choose between two possibilities by throwing a 
coin into the air and letting each side represent 
one of the possibilities, then accepting the possi- 
bility represented by the side that lands facing up: 
We tossed to see who would go first. 
toss /to:s/ n[C] © “I don’t care,” she replied with 
a toss of her head. 


IDIOM with toss 


etoss (and turn) to move around restlessly while 
sleeping or trying to sleep © | was tossing and turn- 
ing all night. 


PHRASAL VERBS with toss 


etoss around something [M] to discuss possibilities 
or new ideas with a group of people © Some of us 
have been tossing around suggestions for improving 
the show. 

etoss off something [M] to do something quickly, 
easily, and almost without paying attention © No 
one knew she could toss off a performance as subtle 
and soulful as this. 

etoss out something [M] to remove something © 
She tossed out my old chair. 0 The case was finally 
tossed out of court. 


toss-up n[C] a situation in which two possibili- 
ties are equally likely © It was a toss-up who would 
win, right to the end of the game. 


tot /tat/ n[C] a small child © The tiny tot was trying 
so hard to keep up with his brother. 


total AMOUNT /'tout-3I/ n [C] 1 the whole 
amount © Add these up and give me the total. 0 We 
paid a total of $473. 2 In total means including 
everything added together: Last week 45 people in 
total came to the senior center. 
total /‘tout-*l/ adj [not gradable] © Total grain ex- 
ports have increased. 
total /‘tout-l/ v [T] -I-, -Il- © This history series to- 
tals twelve volumes in all. 

COMPLETE /'tout-*l/ adj [not gradable] complete 
or extreme © Negotiations had to be held in total 
secrecy. 
totally /‘tout-l-i/ adv © This book is totally differ- 
ent from her last one. 


DESTROY /'tout-®l/ v[T] to destroy something com- 
pletely © She didn’t total the car, but she did a lot of 
damage. 


totalitarian /tov tel-a'ter-i:-an/ adj [not 
gradable] world history of or relating to a govern- 
ment that has almost complete control over the 
lives of its citizens and does not permit political 
opposition 
totalitarianism /tou,tal-a'ter-i:-a,niz-am/ on 
[U] world history the belief that a government 
should have total power over its citizens 


tote /tout/ v [T] infmi to carry something with you 
o [M] Tommy always totes around his cell phone. 
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tote bag n[C]a bag, usually made of cloth, with 
handles and an open top 


totem /‘tout-am/ n[C] an object that is a symbol 
for a group of people © They thought of him as a 
good-luck totem. 


totem pole n[C] a wooden pole with symbols 
cut or painted on it which is connected esp. with 
American Indians of the Northwest 


totter /'tat-ar/ v [I] to move or walk in a way that 
looks as if you are about to fall 0 She tottered down 
the stairs. 


touch USE FINGERS /tat{/ v[I/T] 1 to put the fin- 
gers or hand lightly on or against something © [I] 
That paint is wet, so don’t touch. 2 infml If you can- 
not touch something, you are not allowed to have 
or use it: [T] She can’t touch the money from her 
father until she’s 21. 3 infml lf you say you do not 
touch something, you mean that you do not drink 
or eat it: [T] | never touch candy. 
touch /tatf/ n [C/U] 1 the ability to know what 
something is like by putting your hand or fingers 
on it © [U] This cloth is soft to the touch. 2 A touch 
is an act of putting your hand or fingers briefly on 
something to operate it: [C] At a touch of the but- 
ton, the door opened. 


BE CLOSE /tatf/ v [I/T] 1 to be so close together 
that there is no space between © [T] Don’t let the 
back of the chair touch the wall. © [|] Push the book- 
cases together until they touch. 2 If one thing does 
not touch something similar, it is not as good as 
the other thing: [T] Her cooking can’t touch her 
sister's. 
touch /tatf/ n [U] 

CAUSE FEELINGS /tatf/ v [T] to cause someone to 
feel sympathetic or grateful © Your kindness has 
touched my family. 
touched /tatft/ adj o She was touched by the let- 
ters and cards sent by people she didn’t even know. 
touching /'tatf-19/ adj 0 Many find stories about 
cats more touching than any human stories. 

SKILL /tatf/ n[U] a skill or special quality © He seems 
to be losing his touch at poker. © The flowers were a 
nice touch. 


SMALL AMOUNT /tatf/ n [C] a small amount o 
There was a touch of regret in her voice. © | had a 
touch of flu yesterday. 
WORD FAMILY touch 
Nouns touch 
Verbs 


Adjectives touched 
untouched 
touching 
touchy 


touch 


Adverbs touchingly 


IDIOMS with touch 


ein touch (with someone) seeing someone or 
communicating with someone regularly © We kept 
in touch for a while after college. © We stay in close 
touch with the New York office. 0 Compare LOSE 
TOUCH (WITH SOMEONE) at LOSE IDIOMS 

ein touch (with something) having recent knowl- 
edge of a subject © / try to stay in touch with the 
modern music scene. 
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etouch base (with someone) to talk briefly with 
someone 0 I'l! touch base with him later to tell him 
about the meeting. 

e someone wouldn’t touch something with a ten- 
foot pole someone does not want to be involved 
with something in any way © | wouldn't touch that 
car with a ten-foot pole — it’s a gas guzZler. 


PHRASAL VERBS with touch 


etouch down to land at an airport © The flight 
touched down on time. © Related noun: TOUCH- 
DOWN AIRCRAFT 

etouch off something [M] to start a fight or violent 
activity, or to cause a fire or explosion © Plans for 
a new airport touched off a storm of protest. © 
Brown's raid touched off the Civil War. © Wind-blown 
wires touched off the blaze. 

etouch on something to speak briefly about some- 
thing © Of course, we only touched on how much | 
would be paid. 

etouch up something [M] to improve something 
with small changes © | had to touch up the paint 
job on my car. 


touch-and-go adj having an uncertain, and 
possibly bad result © At one point, the operation was 
touch-and-go. 


touchdown FOOTBALL GOAL /'tatJ-daun/, ab- 
breviation TD n [C] (in football) the act of scoring 
six points by carrying or catching the ball behind 
the other team’s goal line © He scored three touch- 
downs early in the game. 


AIRCRAFT /'tatf-daun/ n [C] the moment when an 
aircraft or spacecraft lands © High winds delayed the 
space shuttle’s touchdown. © Related verb: TOUCH 
DOWN 


touching /'tat{-1n/ adj © See at TOUCH CAUSE 
FEELINGS 


touchstone /'tat{-stoun/ n[C] a basic principle 
for judging quality © Perfect service is the touch- 
stone of a fine restaurant. 


touchy /'tat{-i/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 easily an- 
gered or made unhappy © She’s touchy about peo- 
ple borrowing her books. 2 A touchy subject or 
situation is one that must be dealt with carefully: 
Politics can be a very touchy subject in some families. 


tough STRONG /taf/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 not eas- 
ily broken, weakened, or defeated; strong © These 
toys are made of tough plastic. © You have to be 
tough to be successful in politics. © The police are 
getting tougher on illegal parking. 2 Results or ac- 
tions that are tough are severe and determined: 
Tough new safety standards for cars are being intro- 
duced this week. 
toughen /'taf-an/ v [T] ° They’re going to 
toughen civil rights laws. 
toughness /'taf-nas/ n [U] © He lacks the inner 
toughness needed in a leader. 

DIFFICULT /taf/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 difficult to do 
or deal with © They will be a tough team to beat. © 
We've had to make some very tough decisions. © It’s 
going to be a tough winter. 2 Food that is tough is 
difficult to cut or eat: a tough steak 


VIOLENT /taf/ adj [-er/-est only] likely to be violent 
or to contain violence © a tough guy © a tough 
neighborhood 


IDIOMS with tough 


ea tough act to follow infmi so good that what- 
ever happens next is unlikely to seem as good © 
The last Bond movie was my favorite — it‘Il be a tough 
act to follow. 

ea tough row to hoe a difficult situation to deal 
with © The candidate has a tough row to hoe — he 
has limited funds, and his message is not a popular 
one. 

e tough (luck) | do not have any sympathy for your 
problems © Anyone who misses three classes will fail, 
and if you don’t like it, tough. 


PHRASAL VERBS with tough 


etough out something [M] infm! to be strong dur- 
ing a difficult situation 0 Should we tough it out, or 
should we quit now and cut our losses? 

etoughen someone up [M] to make someone 
stronger © The hard work certainly toughened those 
boys up. 


toupee /tu:'pei/ n[C] a specially shaped piece 
of artificial hair that can be worn by a man to cover 
an area of his head that has no hair 


tour /tur/ n[C] 1 a visit to a place or area, esp. 
one during which you look around the place or 
area and learn about it © a walking tour © a sight- 
seeing tour 2 A tour is also a planned visit to several 
places to give performances: The band is currently 
on tour in Australia. 
tour /tur/ v [I/T] © [T] We spent a month touring 
France. © [I] Alanis is touring to promote her new 
album. 
tourist /'tur-ast/ n [C] a person who travels and 
visits places for pleasure and interest © Millions of 
tourists visit Rome every year. 
tourism /'tur ,1z-am/ n [U] the business of pro- 
viding services, such as transportation, places to 
stay, or entertainment, for tourists 


tournament /‘tur-na-mant, 't3r-, 'to:r-/, tour- 
ney /'tur-ni, 't3r-, 'to:r-/ n [C] a competition in- 
volving many competitors in a single sport or 
game © a chess/golf tournament 


tourniquet /'tur-ni-kat, 'tsr-/ n [C] a strip of 
cloth that is tied tightly around an injured arm or 
leg to stop the flow of blood 


tousled /‘tau-zald, -sald/ adj (esp. of hair) look- 
ing messy © She ran her fingers through her tousled 
hair. 


tout /tavt/ v [T] 1 to advertise or praise some- 
thing, often to encourage its use or sale © Various 
studies have been published touting the benefits of 
pre-kindergarten programs. 2 If you tout someone's 
good character, knowledge, skills, achievements, 
etc., you praise those characteristics: The President 
was in Ohio on Saturday, touting his accomplish- 
ments and urging supporters to re-elect him. 


tow /tov/ v [T] to pull a car, boat, aircraft, etc., 
using a rope or a chain attached to another vehicle 
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toward 


oO The town tows abandoned cars and then fines their 
owners. 

tow /tou/ n[C] © My car broke down and Bob gave 
me a tow. 


IDIOM with tow 


ein tow following or going along under some- 
one’s control © She arrived with her three children 
in tow. 


toward MOVEMENT /two:rd, twourd, te 
‘word/, towards /twoa:rdz, twourdz, ta'wo:rdz/ 
prep in the direction of; closer to © She stood up 
and walked toward him. © The hurricane is heading 
toward Florida. 


RELATION /two:rd, twourd, ta'wo:rd/, towards 
/twa:rdz, twourdz, ta'wo:rdz/ prep in relation to © 
Their attitudes toward politicians have changed. 


POSITION /two:rd, twourd, ta'wo:rd/, towards 
/twa:irdz, twourdz, ta'wa:rdz/ prep near to; just 
before or around © Our seats were toward the back 
of the theater. © Harry’s book will be published to- 
ward the end of the year. 


PURPOSE /two:rd, twourd, ta'wo:rd/, towards 
/twairdz, twourdz, ta'wa:rdz/, prep for the pur- 
pose of (buying or achieving something) © /’m sav- 
ing up to buy a car, and Dad gave me some money 
toward it. O Government should be working toward 
a cleaner environment. © How much does this exam 
count toward our final grade? 


towel /tav-al, taul/ n [C] a usually rectangular 
piece of cloth or paper used for drying something 
© a bath towel © paper towels 
towel /'tau-al, taul/ v [T] -I-, -Il- © She toweled her 
hair dry. 


tower /'tau- ar, taur/ n[C] 1 a tall, narrow struc- 
ture that either forms part of a building or stands 
alone © a clock tower 2 A tower is also a tall, usually 
metal structure used for broadcasting: a television 
tower 
tower /'tau-ar, taur/ v [Il always + adv/prep] to 
appear very tall or large, or to be much taller than 
something else © As we drove on, the Rocky Moun- 
tains towered before us. 0 Although he’s only 14, 
David towers over his mother. 
towering /'tau-a-rin, 'tau-rtn/ adj © Fielder hit a 
towering (= very high) home run. © Bresson’s tow- 
ering (= great) masterpiece explores the nature of 
freedom. 


town /taun/ n [C/U] 1 a place where there are a 
lot of houses, stores, and other buildings which is 
smaller than a city © [C] He was born in the small 
town of Elnora, Indiana. © [U] We stayed at the best 
hotel in town, 2 Town can also mean the place 
where you live or work: [U] Barbara is out of town 
this week. 3 Town is also the part of a town where 
the main stores are: [U] I’m going into/to town to 
do some shopping. 4 Town can also refer to the 
people who live in the town: [C] The whole town 
is hoping our team will win. 
township /'taun: fip/ n [C] (in parts of the US 
and Canada) a unit of local government consisting 
of a town and the area surrounding it 
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IDIOM with town 


eon the town going to places of entertainment in 
a town or city for fun © / was out on the town last 
night. 


town hall n [C] a building in which local gov- 
ernment officials and employees work and in 
which public meetings may be held 


townhouse /'taun-haus/, townhome /'taun- 
houm/ n [C] one of a row of similar houses that 
are usually joined by a shared wall 


townspeople /‘taunz pi: pal/, townsfolk /‘taunz: 
fouk/ p/n the people who live in a particular town, 
considered as a group 


tow truck n[C] a truck that has special equip- 
ment for pulling vehicles that cannot be driven 


toxic /‘tak-sik/ adj biology, chemistry poisonous, 
or relating to poisonous substances 
toxicity /tak'sts-at-i/ n [U] the quality of being 
poisonous, or the degree to which something is 
poisonous 


toxin /'tak-san/ n [C] biology a poisonous sub- 
stance, esp. one that is produced by bacteria and 
Causes disease 


toy PLAY OBJECT /to1/ n [C] an object that chil- 
dren play with © a stuffed toy © a toy train/soldier 


SMALL DOG /to1/ adj [not gradable] (of a breed of 
dog) very small and kept as a pet © a toy poodle 


PHRASAL VERB with toy 


etoy with something to consider or think about 
something in a not very serious way, and without 
making a decision © We're toying with the idea of 
going to Peru next year. 


trace © FIND /treis/ v[T] 1 to find someone or 
something by searching carefully © Police are trying 
to trace the mother of the abandoned baby. © The 
phone company was unable to trace the call (= find 
where it came from). 2 To trace something is also 
to discover its cause or origin: The outbreak of food 
poisoning was traced to contaminated shellfish. © 
They trace their family back to the early settlers. 3 
To trace something is also to describe the way it 
developed: The movie traces the events leading up 
to the Russian Revolution. 

trace @ /treis/ n [C] a mark or sign that some- 
thing happened or existed © They found traces of 
a lost civilization in the jungle. © He vanished without 
Othe: 

traceable © /'tre1-sa-bal/ adj © In theory, most 
telephone calls should be traceable. 


DRAW /trets/ v[T] to copy a drawing, pattern, etc. 
by drawing its lines on a thin piece of paper that 
is placed over it 

SLIGHT AMOUNT /treis/ n[C] a very slight amount 
or degree © There was a trace of a smile on his face, 
O She speaks English without the slightest trace of an 
accent. 


trachea /'trer-ki:-9/ n [C] pi tracheae, tracheas 
biology the tube that carries air from your throat 
to your lungs 
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tradeoff 
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track PATH /traek/ n[C] 1 a path that is narrower 
than a road, often with an uneven surface 0 We 
walked along a muddy track at the side of the field. 
2 A track is also one or a pair of parallel metal bars 
on which trains travel. 


MARKS /treek/ n [C usually pl] a mark or line of 
marks left on a surface, esp. the ground, by a mov- 
ing animal, person, or vehicle, that shows the di- 
rection of travel © deer tracks in the snow 
track /traek/ v [T] 1 to follow something that 
moves or changes by noticing marks or signs that 
it has left behind © The study tracked the careers of 
1226 doctors who trained at Harvard Medical 
School. 2 If you track something messy or dirty, 
you leave messy or dirty marks when walking be- 
cause you had something on your shoes or feet: 
The kids are always tracking mud in the kitchen. 


SPORTS /traek/ n [C/U] 1 the sport of competitive 
running, or a wide, circular path that is made for 
this sport © [U] Fall sports include football, hockey, 
and track. 2 A track is also a specially prepared 
surface for any kind of racing: [C] a dog/thorough- 
bred track 


MUSIC /traek/ n [C] one of several songs or pieces 
of music on a musical recording 


IDIOMS with track 


eon track developing as expected © We were be- 
hind schedule on this job, but we‘re back on track 
now. 

eon the right track doing something correctly or 
well © You haven't quite got the answer yet, but 
you're on the right track. 

eon the wrong track not correct about some- 
thing © If you suspect my son was involved, you are 
on the wrong track. 


PHRASAL VERB with track 


*track down someone/something [M] to search for 
someone or something, often when it is difficult 
to find that person or thing © I’m trying to track 
down one of my old classmates from college. 


track and field n [U] a group of sports that 
includes running, jumping, and throwing objects 
and that usually involves large competitions 


track event n [(C] a running race over a fixed 
distance © Compare FIELD EVENT 


track meet n [C] a sporting competition be- 
tween two or more teams, involving running races 
as well as jumping and throwing competitions 


track record n(C] all of the successes and fail- 

ures of a person or organization considered to- 
gether © We invest in large companies with an 
impressive track record of introducing new 
technology. 


tract LAND /treekt/ n[C] a large area of land, or 
a measured area of land © The house is surrounded 
by vast tracts of woodland. © A new hospital will be 
built on the 60-acre tract. 

BODY SYSTEM /traekt/ n[C] a system of tubes and 
organs in the body that are connected and have a 
particular purpose © the digestive/urinary tract 


WRITING /traekt/ n[C] fmia short piece of writing, 
esp. on a religious or political subject, that is in- 
tended to influence people’s opinions 


traction HOLDING /'trek:fan/ n [U] the ability 
of a wheel or tire to hold the ground without slid- 
ing © | reduce the air pressure in all four tires during 
winter for better traction on slick, icy roads. 


PULLING /'traek: fan/ n[(U] 1 the pulling of a heavy 
load over a surface, or the power used to do this 
2 medical Traction is also a state in which an injured 
part of the body is gently pulled with special 
equipment: His broken leg was put in a cast and 
was in traction. 


tractor /'trak-tar/ n [C] a motor vehicle with 
large back wheels and thick tires that is used on 
farms for pulling heavy loads and machinery 


tractor-trailer /,trek-tar'trerlar/ n [C] a 
powerful vehicle for moving heavy loads, esp. over 
long distances, consisting of a separate part at the 
front for the driver attached to a large rectangular 
container on wheels 


trade BUYING AND SELLING /treid/ n [C/U] 1 
the activity of buying and selling goods and ser- 
vices esp. between countries © [U] foreign trade © 
[U] a trade agreement 2 A trade is the act of ex- 
changing one thing for another. 
trade /treid/ v [I/T] 1 to buy, sell, or exchange 
goods © [I] For centuries, Native Americans traded 
with European settlers. 2 To trade is also to ex- 
change something: [T] The children traded comics. 
0 [T] The two players traded insults and nearly came 
to blows. 3 If you trade something in, such as a car, 
you give it as part of the payment for something 
new: [M] He recently traded in his Jeep for a red 
Mercedes. 
trader /'treid-ar/ n [C] someone who buys and 
sells goods or services 

JOB /treid/ n [C/U] 1 a job, esp. one that needs 
special skill and that involves working with your 
hands, or the type of work in which such skills are 
needed © [C] the building trades © [U] He’s an auto 
mechanic/electrician by trade. 2 A trade is also any 
business: [C] the book/tourist trade 


WORD FAMILY trade 


Nouns trade 
trader 


Verbs trade 


PHRASAL VERB with trade 


etrade on/upon something to use something for 
your own advantage, esp. unfairly © He ran the kind 
of political campaign that trades on people’s fear of 
crime. 


trade deficit n [C] social studies the eco- 
nomic condition that exists when a greater value 
of goods comes into a country than the value of 
goods that are sold out of the country 


trademark /‘treid-mark/, symbo!™ n[C] a sym- 
bol, name, design, or phrase on a product that 
shows it is made by a particular company 


tradeoff, trade-off /'trerd-2:f/ n[C] 1 a balanc- 
ing of two opposing situations or qualities, both of 
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trade secret 


which are desired © The tradeoff in a democracy is 
between individual liberty and an orderly society. 2 
A tradeoff is also a situation in which the achieving 
of something you want involves the loss of some- 
thing else which is also desirable, but less so: They 
both had successful careers, but the tradeoff was 
they seldom saw each other. 


trade secret n[C]a piece of information about 
a product that is known only to the company that 
makes it O The recipe for their ketchup is a trade 
secret. 


trade union n [C] a LABOR UNION 


tradition © /tra'dij-an/ n [C/U] a way of be- 
having or a belief that has been established for a 
long time, or the practice of following behavior 
and beliefs that have been so established © [C] /t 
is a western tradition for brides to wear white. © [U] 
The Dinka people are cattle-farmers by tradition. 
traditional © /tra'dif-an-*l/ adj © the tradi- 
tional two-parent family © traditional Southern cook- 
ing © the traditional politeness of Japanese culture 
traditionalist © /tra'dif-an-4l-ast/ n[C] some- 
one who believes in and follows traditional ideas 
traditionally © /tra'dif-an-4l-i/ advo The Dem- 
ocratic Party won a seat in the Senate that has tra- 
ditionally been held by a Republican. 


WORD FAMILY tradition 


tradition 


Nouns Adverbs traditionally 


Adjectives traditional 


traffic MOVING THINGS /'treef-1k/ n [U] the 
movement of vehicles or people along roads, or 
the movement of aircraft, trains, or ships along a 
route O heavy/rush-hour traffic © Air traffic has in- 
creased 30% in the last decade. 

TRADE /'treef-1k/ n [U] illegal trade © They’re trying 
to cut down on the traffic in exotic birds being sold 
illegally. 
traffic /'treef-tk/ v [I] pres. part. trafficking, past 
trafficked © He was charged with trafficking in stolen 
goods. 
trafficker /'treef-1-kar/ n [C] someone who is in- 
volved in illegal trade © ivory traffickers 


traffic circle, rotary n[C] a place where roads 
meet in a circle that drivers go around to find their 
next road 


traffic jam n [CJ a situation of too many vehi- 
cles on a road so that they can move only very 
slowly or not at all 


traffic light, light, stoplight /‘stap-lait/ n[C] a 
set of red, yellow, and green lights that control the 
movement of vehicles at a point where two or 
more streets meet 


tragedy /'trzd3-a-di/ n[C/U] 1 a very sad event 
or situation, esp. one involving death or suffering 
oO [U] His reckless driving was bound to end in trag- 
edy. 2 A tragedy is also a situation or result that is 
bad: [C] /t’s a tragedy (that) so many children are 
unable to get a decent education. 3 literature \|n 
the theater, a tragedy is a serious play that ends 
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with the death or suffering of the main character: 
[C] Shakespeare’s tragedies 


tragic /'traed3-1k/ adj 1 very sad because con- 
nected with death and suffering © Two men lost 
their lives in a tragic accident. 2 In the theater, 
tragic means having to do with a TRAGEDY (= type 
of play having a sad ending): a tragic actor 
tragically /'traed3-1-kli/ adv © Tragically, the side 
effects of the drug were not discovered until many 
people had been seriously hurt by it. 


trail PATH /treil/ n [C] 1 a path through the 
countryside, often made or used for a particular 
purpose © a bike/mountain/nature trail © (fig.) Pres- 
idential candidates were on the campaign trail in 
Mississippi yesterday. 2 A trail is also a series of 
marks left by a person, animal, or thing as it moves 
along: A trail of muddy footprints led across the 
kitchen floor. 


FOLLOW /trerl/ v [I/T] 1 to follow or come behind 
0 [T] Ray trailed Kate up to the porch. © [| always + 
adv/prep] A string of police cars led the president's 
limousine and others trailed behind. 2 In a compe- 
tition, to trail is to be losing to someone: [I] Dallas 
trailed 34-21 with less than seven minutes to play in 
the football game. © [T] Bush trailed the governor by 
only 4 percentage points. © [l] Though trailing in the 
polls, she predicted victory. 


PHRASAL VERB with trail 


e trail off to become less in amount or loudness © 
His voice trailed off weakly and we could not hear 
the rest. 


trailblazer /‘treil blet-zar/ n [C] a person who 
is the first to do something that other people do 
later O She was a trailblazer as the only woman in 
the US Senate. é 


trailer VEHICLE /‘trer-lar/n [C] 1 a vehicle with- 
out an engine, often in the form of a flat frame or 
a container, that can be pulled by another vehicle 
2 A trailer is also a house on wheels that can be 
moved by pulling it: We bought a trailer for camp- 
ing trips. 3 A trailer is also a MOBILE HOME. 


ADVERTISEMENT /'trer-lar/ n [C] an advertisement 
for a movie, often showing a few, brief parts of it 


train VEHICLE /trein/n[C] a railroad engine and 
the connected, wheeled containers it pulls along 
the tracks in carrying goods or people © a freight/ 
passenger train ° a commuter train 


PREPARE /trern/ v [I/T] to prepare someone or be 
prepared for a job, activity, or sport by learning 
skills or by mental or physical exercise © [I] She 
trained as a pilot. © [T] He trains teachers to use new 
technology. © [I] She trained hard for the race, some- 
times running as much as 60 miles a week. 
trainee /trer'ni:/ n [C] a person who is learning 
and practicing new skills, esp. ones connected 
with a job © We have three new trainees in the ac- 
counting department. 
trainer /'tret-nar/ n [C] a person who teaches 
skills to people or animals to prepare them for a 
job, activity, or sport © They showed pictures of the 
winning horse and its trainer. 
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transfer RNA 


Dee ee eee 


training /‘tret-nin/ n [U] 1 We got two weeks of 
on-the-job training on how to conduct interviews. 2 
When you are in training for a competition, you 
exercise in a way that prepares you for it. 


SERIES /trein/ n [C] a line of animals, people, or 
things moving along together, or a series of con- 
nected thoughts or events © a mule/wagon train © 
Now I've lost my train of thought and forgot what | 
was going to say. 

PART OF DRESS /trein/ n[C] the part of along dress 
that spreads out onto the floor behind 


WORD FAMILY train 


Nouns train 
trainee 
trainer 

training 


Adjectives untrained 


Verbs train 


trainer /'tret-nar/ n[C usually pl] Br SNEAKER 


trait /treit/n[C] 1 a characteristic, esp. of a per- 
sonality © Patience is one of his best traits. 2 biology 
A trait is also a characteristic of an organism that 
is passed from parent to child. 


traitor /‘treit-or/ n [C] a person who gives away 
or sells secrets of his or her country, or someone 
who is not loyal to particular beliefs or friends © 
Benedict Arnold was a traitor during the American 
Revolution. © Opponents called the mayor “a traitor 
to the cause.” 


trajectory /tra'dgek-ta-ri/ n [C] physics the 
curved path an object follows after it is thrown or 
shot into the air, or of an object that is traveling 
through space © The missile came in on a very low 
trajectory. 


tram /trem/ n [C] 1 an electric vehicle that is 
similar to a bus but travels on tracks laid along 
roads © | hopped off the tram near the park. 2 A 
tram is also a car that travels on a heavy wire up 
mountains or across rivers. 


tramp WALK /tremp, tramp/, tromp /tramp, 
tro:zmp/ v [I/T] to walk with heavy steps © [I] /’ve 
been tramping through museums all day. 
tramp /treemp/ n [U] © We listened to the rhyth- 
mical tramp of soldiers’ feet. 


POOR PERSON /traeemp/ n [C] dated a person who 
travels around, asking for temporary work, food, 
or money from other people © Tramps knew the 
houses where you got good food. 


trample /‘treem-pal/ v[I/T] to step heavily on or 
crush someone or something © [T] The commuter 
in a hurry tramples anyone who gets in the way. © 
[!] (fig.) An employer cannot trample on the rights of 
employees (= damage or destroy them). 


trampoline /,trem-pa'li:n/ n [C] a piece of 
equipment that is a sheet of strong material at- 
tached by springs to a frame, on which people 
jump 

trance /trens/ n [C] a mental state between 
sleeping and waking in which a person does not 
move but can hear and understand what is being 
said 0 The sound of waves lulled me into a trance. 


tranquil /'traeq-kwal/ adj calm, quiet, and 
peaceful © / lay on the dock under a tranquil blue 
Sky. 

tranquility, tranquillity /traeg'kwil-at-i/ n [U] © 
The tranquility of the forest helps me relax. 
tranquilize /‘traen-kwa ,laiz/ v [T] © Vets had to 
tranquilize the coyote before moving her. 
tranquilizer /‘traeq-kwe,lai-zar/ n [C] a drug 
that makes people or animals calm © The veteri- 
narian who examined the horse gave him a tran- 
quilizer to calm him down. 


transact /tren'zekt/ v[T] fm! to do business, to 
buy or sell things © You can transact business 
electronically. 
transaction /traen'zzk-fan/ n [C] © It was the 
biggest real estate transaction in the city’s history. 


transatlantic / tran-zat'laent-1k/ adj [not 
gradable] crossing the Atlantic Ocean © Newfound- 
land was once an important stop for transatlantic 
flights. 


transcend /trzn'send/ v [T] to go beyond or 
rise above a limit, or be greater than something 
ordinary © The group makes music that transcends 
traditional pop categories. 


transcontinental = /,tran,skant-®n'ent-2l/ 
adj [not gradable] crossing a continent © Kennedy 
Airport handles primarily overseas and transconti- 
nental flights. 


transcribe /trzen'skraib/ v [T] to make a com- 
plete written record of spoken or written words © 
Only an expert could transcribe my notes so well. 


transcript /‘traen-skript/ n[C] a complete writ- 
ten copy of spoken or written words © | had them 
send me a transcript of the program. 
transcription /treen'skrip-fan/ n [U] © The lan- 
guage of the characters in the novel is like a tran- 
scription of real criminals’ talk. 


transfer © /trens'‘far, 'traens-f3r/ v [I/T] -rr- 1 
to move from one place, person, or position to 
another, or to cause someone or something to 
move 0 [I] She studied for two years at Smith Col- 
lege, then transferred to the University of Chicago. © 
[T] Transfer your weight to your front foot as you 
swing. 2 When property is transferred to someone, 
legal ownership is changed from one person to 
another: [T] Franklin transferred the car to his 
brother. 
transfer @ /'traens-far/ n [C/U] © [C] / got my 
money through an electronic transfer into my 
account. 
transferable @ /traens 'f3r-a-bal/ adj © Prizes 
are not transferable except to a surviving spouse. 
transference @® /trzens'fsr-ans, 'traens-far- 
ans/ n[U] 1 the transfer of ideas or methods from 
one situation to another 2 fm/ Transference is also 
the movement of something or someone from one 
place or position to another 


transfer RNA, abbreviation tRNA n[U] biology 
a type of RNA (= chemical in all living cells) that 
combines with a specific AMINO ACID and carries 
it to the PROTEIN being made 
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transfixed /treens 'fikst/ adj (of a person or ani- 
mal) unable to move, usually because of great fear 
or interest in something © The entire nation will sit 
transfixed in front of TV sets. 


transform © /trens'fo:rm/ v [T] to change 
completely the appearance or character of some- 
thing or someone © Computers have transformed 
the way work is done. © Salinas dramatically trans- 
formed the country’s economy. 
transformation @ /,traens-far'mer-fan/ n [C/ 
U] 1 [C] This plan means a complete transformation 
of our organization. 2 biology Transformation is 
also a permanent change in a cell that results when 
DNA comes from a different type of cell. 
transformer /traens'fo:r-mar/ n [C] a device 
that changes the characteristics of an electrical 
current 


transfusion /trens 'fju:-3an/ n [C/U] the activ- 
ity or process of putting new blood into a person’s 
or animal’s body, or an amount of blood received 
this way © [C] He needs regular blood transfusions 
and a lot of medication. © [C] (fig.) The new prime 
minister brought a transfusion (= fresh supply) of 
young ideas into the government. 


transgression /trenz'gref-an/ n [C/U] fmian 
action that breaks a law or rule © [C] It is hard to 
keep the transgressions of famous people out of the 
news. 
transgress /tranz'gres/ v [T] fml © He trans- 
gressed the military code of honor and paid a heavy 
penalty. 


transient /'tran- fant, -dzant, -zi:-ant/ adj [not 
gradable] 1 lasting for only a short time; TEMPO- 
RARY © The weakness was transient, and soon | was 
feeling strong again. 2 Transient also means staying 
for only a short time: Transient workers come to pick 
apples and then head south to harvest other crops. 
transient /'treen- fant, -dzant, -zi:-ant/ n [C] 0 
Even transients just staying a day or two pay sales 
taxes. 


transistor /tren 'z1s-tar/ n[C] a small electronic 
device that controls electric current in televisions, 
radios, and other equipment 


transit © /‘traen-zat, -sat/ n [U] the process of 
moving, or the movement of goods or people 
from one place to another © Our boxes are in transit 
and should arrive tomorrow. 


transition © /tren'z1J-an/ n [C/U] 1 the pro- 
cess of changing, or a change from one form or 
condition to another © [U] /t was a neighborhood 
in transition from Jewish to Italian with a sprinkling 
of Irish. © [C] Retirement is a big transition. 2 liter- 
ature, music A transition is also a link between 
ideas or sections in a work of literature or music. 
transitional @ /traen'z1f-an-*l/ adj [not grad- 
able] © We’re in a transitional period right now, and 
no one knows what to expect. 


transitive /‘traen-zat-1y, -sat-iv/ adj [not grad- 
able] grammar (of a verb) having or needing an 
object © In the sentence “The car hit a tree,” “hit” 
is a transitive verb and “tree” is the object. 0 Com- 
pare INTRANSITIVE 


transitory © /'trzen-za ,toiri, -,tour-i/ adj [not 
gradable] fm/ not permanent; TEMPORARY © the 
transitory nature of life 


translate /tran'slert, 'traen-slert/ v [I/T] 1 to 
change writing or speech from one language into 
another © [I] Poetry does not translate easily. 2 lf 
you translate an activity, you change it into a new 
form or condition: [I] The ability to talk clearly does 
not automatically translate into the ability to write 
clearly. 
translation /traen'sler-fan/ n [C/U] o [C] | do 
translations at international meetings. 
translator /traen'slert-ar, 'traen ,slert-ar/ n [C] © 
He is a translator at the UN. 


translocation /,trznz-lou'ker fan/ n [U] bi- 
ology 1 the movement of the liquid that carries 
the substances that a plant needs for life and 
growth through the plant 2 Translocation is also 
the movement of a CHROMOSOME (= part of a cell 
that controls what an animal or plant is like) to 
another part of the same chromosome or to a dif- 
ferent chromosome. 


translucent /trenz'lu:-sant/ adj (of a sub- 
stance) allowing some light to pass through © The 
vase was made from translucent, milky glass. © 
Compare OPAQUE; TRANSPARENT 


transmit © /treenz'mit/ v [I/T] -tt- to send or 
give something © [T] Germs transmit disease. © [I] 
To avoid delay, transmit by fax. 
transmission @ /trznz'mrf-an/ n [C/U] 1 [U] 
You can stop the transmission of some diseases by 
washing your hands often. 2 The transmission in a 
vehicle is the machinery that moves power from 
to the engine to the wheels. 
transmitter /trzenz'mit-ar, ‘traenz,mit-ar/ n[C] 
OA television transmitter sends the signals that reach 
your TV. O She wants to do original work, not just be 
a transmitter of others’ ideas. 


transmutation /,traenz,mju:'ter-fan/ n [C/ 
U] physics, chemistry the process of changing one 
element to another, either naturally or by nuclear 
reaction 


transparent /tren 'spzr-ont, -'sper-/ adj 1 (of 
a substance) allowing light through so that objects 
can be clearly seen through it © Those transparent 
plastic boxes are called jewel boxes. 2 Transparent 
also means obvious: The real reason for her leaving 
was so transparent, no one believed it. © Compare 
OPAQUE; TRANSLUCENT 
transparency /treen 'spzr-an:si, -'sper-/ n[C/U] 
1 [U] This plastic has the transparency of glass. 2A 
transparency Is a picture you can show ona screen: 
[C] They used transparencies to show pages of the 
new book. 


transpiration /,tran-spa'rer-fan/ n [U] biol- 
ogy the process by which water is lost through the 
surface of a plant 


transpire /trzn '‘sparr/ v[I] fm! to happen o A lot 
has transpired since we last spoke. 


transplant CHANGE ENVIRONMENT = /trzen 
‘spleent/ v [I/T] to move someone or something, 
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or to be moved from one place to another © [T] / 
transplanted those bushes to the back of the house. 
transplant /'traen-splzent/ n [C] © I’m a trans- 
plant from California. 


MOVE ORGAN /trzen'splzent/ v [T] to move tissue 
or an organ from one person’s body to another's 
transplant /'traen-splant/ n[C] © He survived a 
kidney transplant. 


transport © /tren'spo:rt, -'spourt/ v [T] to 
take goods or people from one place to another © 
The movers will transport thousands of pictures, 
charts, and recordings to the library. 

transport © /'trzen-spo:rt, -spourt/ n [C/U] 1 
something that takes things, esp. soldiers or mili- 
tary supplies, from one place to another © [U] / had 
to arrange for transport to get to my new assign- 
ment. 2 biology Transport also means the move- 
ment of a chemical substance in and out of living 
cells; 

transporter © /trzen'spo:rt-ar, -'spourt-ar/ n 
[C] a machine, a company, or a vehicle that trans- 
ports things or people © the country’s largest ship- 
ping corporation and a major oil transporter 
transportation © /,traen-sper'ter-fan/ n[U] ° 
In many cities, people depend on public transporta- 
tion to get around. 


WORD FAMILY transport 


Nouns transport 
transportation 


Verbs transport 


transpose /tren 'spouz/ v[T] to change the or- 
der of something © The total was wrong because | 
had transposed two numbers. 


transversal n[(C] geometry a line that crosses 
two other lines 


transverse Wave /‘trznz-v3rs ‘wely, ‘traens-/ 
n[C] physics a WAVE ENERGY FORM in which the 
substance the wave travels through moves at an 
angle of 90° to the wave itself 0 Compare LONCI- 
TUDINAL WAVE 


transvestite /trznz'ves tart/ n [C] a person 
who wears the clothes of the opposite sex 


trap DEVICE FOR CATCHING /trep/ n[C] 1 a de- 
vice or hole for catching and holding things © A 
bear was caught in the trap. 2 A trap is also a bad 
situation from which it is difficult or impossible to 
escape: Simply by answering the letter, Robin had 
fallen into a trap. 
trap /treep/ v [T] -pp- © Morrison was trapped by 
the fire. 
trapper /'treep-ar/ n [C] someone who catches 
wild animals, esp. to sell their fur 

MOUTH /traep/ n [C] slang a mouth © Oh, shut your 
trap! 

trap door n[C] a door in a floor or ceiling that 


leads to another, often hidden room © In the middle 
of the living room was a trap door to the cellar. 


trapeze /tre'pi:z/ n [C] a short horizontal bar 
hanging from two ropes, on which ACROBATS per- 
form © | held my breath as | watched the performers 
on the trapeze. 


trapezoid /‘trz-pa,z21d/ n[C] geometry a flat 
shape with four sides, two of which are parallel 
» Picture: geometry 


trappings /‘trep-1nz/ p/n the possessions that 
are typical of a situation or symbols of a position 
© He enjoyed all the trappings of wealth. 


trash /trzf/ n[U] anything that is worthless and 
of low quality; waste © We filled three cans with 
trash from the garage. 
trash /treef/ v[T] infm!o | simply trash (= destroy) 
that kind of mail. 0 Some people seem to enjoy trash- 
ing their neighbors (= severely criticizing them). 
trashy /'traef-i/ adj infml, disapproving worthless, or 
of low quality © trashy romance novels 


trash can, trashcan /'tres-ken/, trash bin n[C] 
a large container for holding waste © The snow had 
covered the trash cans along with everything else. 


trash compactor /'‘kam ,pzk:tar, kam ‘pak: 
tar/ n[C] a device that crushes waste so that it fits 
into less space 


trauma /'tro:-moa, 'trau-/ n [C/U] severe shock 
caused by an injury © [U] She never recovered from 
the trauma of her mother’s illness. © [U] The surgeon 
specialized in trauma (= sudden, severe injury), es- 
pecially from gunshots. 
traumatic /tro:'meet-1k, trau-/ adj O The death of 
someone we love is a traumatic event. 
traumatize /'tro:-me ,taiz, 'trau-/ v[T] © She was 
traumatized by the fact that she was involved in a 
car accident. 


travel /‘trzv-al/ v [I/T] -l-, -ll- to go from one 
place to another on a trip, usually over a long dis- 
tance © [I] The train was traveling (at) about 100 
miles an hour. © [T] | travel long distances as part of 
my job, so on vacations | like to stay close to home. 
O [I] (infml) We were doing 70 miles an hour, so the 
guy who whizzed past us must have really been trav- 
eling (= going very fast). 
travel /'treev:al/ no [U] A lot of my travel is busi- 
ness related. © [pl] I’ve met some pretty interesting 
people in my travels (= trips). 
traveler, traveller /‘treev:a-lar/ n [C] © Travelers 
in a hurry like these self-service machines. 


USACE G@iinnaeuee este Demo 
travel, journey, or trip? 
The noun travel is a general word which means 
the activity of traveling, but it does not mean 
a single act of traveling. 

Air travel has become much cheaper. 

Did-you-have-a-good travel? 
A trip is a journey in which you visit a place and 
then usually come back again. 

a business trip 

his last trip to China 
Journey is a more formal word for trip in Amer- 
ican English, but in British English it is more 
common than trip. 

He fell asleep during the train journey. 
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IDIOM with travel 


etravel light to bring very few things with you 
when you go somewhere © | like to carry my bags 
onto the plane, so | try to travel light. 


travel agent n [C] a person whose job is to 
find information about travel and arrange for tick- 
ets and hotel rooms 
travel agency n[C] 0 / called several travel agen- 
cies (= companies of travel agents) to compare 
prices before | booked a cruise. 


traveler’s check n [C] a check that you buy 
from a bank or other company and that can be 
used as money or exchanged for the local money 
of a country 


traverse /tra'vars, trae-/ v [T] to move or travel 
through an area © Moving sidewalks traverse the 
airport. 


travesty /'trav-a-sti/ n[C] something that com- 
pletely fails to do what it is intended or expected 
to do, and therefore seems ridiculous © The police 
chief called the judge’s ruling a travesty of justice. 


trawl /tro:l/ v [I/T] to pull a large net through the 
sea behind a boat in order to catch fish 
trawler /'tro:-lar/ n [C] a boat that pulls a large 
net behind it in order to catch fish 


tray /trei/ n [C] a flat container, usually with 
slightly raised edges, for carrying food and drinks 
© She set the tray down between them. 


treacherous DANGEROUS /'tretf-a-ras/ adj (of 
the ground or the sea) extremely dangerous, esp. 
because of bad weather conditions © Freezing rain 
made driving treacherous. 


NOT LOYAL /'tretJ-a-ras/ adj (of a person) guilty of 
deceiving someone who trusts you © He was 
treacherous, or at least sneaky. 
treachery /'tretJ-a-ri/ n[U] © a play about treach- 
ery and betrayal 


tread STEP /tred/ v [I/T] past simp. trod, past part. 
trodden, trod to put the foot down while step- 
ping, or to step on something © [I] (fig.) | hope | 
haven't trod on other people's toes by saying this. 
tread /tred/ n [C] 1 the sound that someone’s 
feet make in walking © / heard the heavy tread of 
my father overhead. 2 A tread is also the horizontal 
surface on which you put your foot on a step. 


PATTERN /tred/ n[C/U] the raised pattern on a tire 
that holds the vehicle to the road as it moves © [U] 
fat tires with knobby tread 


IDIOM with tread 


e tread water 1 to float with your head above the 
water’s surface and your feet below you by moving 
your legs and arms up and down 2 To tread water 
is also to be active but without making progress 
or falling further behind © Stock prices continued to 
tread water this week. 


treadmill /‘tred-mil/ n [C] 1 a machine for ex- 
ercising on which you run or walk on a strip that 
moves back, so that you must move at the same 
speed as the strip O She works out ona treadmill. 2 
A treadmill is also a boring, regularly repeated ac- 


tivity or experience: My life has been a treadmill 
lately. 


treason /'tri:-zan/ n[U] social studies the crime 
of helping your country’s enemies or attempting 
to illegally remove its government © In 1807, Burr 
was arrested and tried for treason, but he was 
acquitted. 


treasure /'tre3-ar/ n [C/U] 1 great wealth, esp. 
in the form of a store of gold, silver, precious 
stones, or money © [U] Pirates are said to have bur- 
ied treasure there. 2 A treasure is also anything of 
great value: [C] Jazz is America’s national treasure. 
treasure /'tre3- ar/ v[T] If you treasure something 
you take good care of it because you value it 
highly: / treasure these old snapshots of my 
grandparents. 


treasure hunt n[C] a game in which the play- 
ers are given a series of CLUES (= pieces of infor- 
mation) to direct them to a hidden prize 


treasurer /'tre3:a-rar/ n[C] an officer who is re- 
sponsible for the money in a company, govern- 
ment, or other organization 


treasure trove n [C] a collection of valuable 
things © The book was a treasure trove of 
information. 


treasury /'tre3-9-ri/ n [U] the government de- 
partment responsible for financial matters such as 
spending and taxes 


treat DEAL WITH /tri:t/ v [T always + adv/prep] 
to behave toward someone or deal with some- 
thing in a particular way © He treated his children 
badly. © She always tried to treat her students as/like 
adults. 
treatment /'tri:t-mant/ n [U] © He accused the 
governor of giving rich people special treatment. 


GIVE MEDICAL CARE /tri:t/ v [T] to do something 
to improve the condition of an ill or injured person, 
or to try to cure a disease © The hospital treats hun- 
dreds of patients a day. © The new drug may allow 
us to treat diabetes more effectively. 
treatment /'tri:t-mant/ n [C/U] ° [U] Chronic 
back pain may not respond to treatment. 

PUT IN NEW CONDITION /tri:t/ v [T] to change the 
condition of a substance by adding something to 
it or putting it through a special process © The sew- 
age is treated with chemicals before being dumped. 
treatment /‘tri:t:-mant/ n [C/U] © [U] The city is 
exploring other methods of water treatment. 

SPECIAL EXPERIENCE /tri:t/ n [C] a special and en- 
joyable occasion or experience © /t was a real treat 
seeing my old friends last weekend. 

PAY FOR /tri:t/ v [I/T] to buy or pay for something 
for someone © [T] I’m going to treat myself to a new 
pair of sunglasses. 
treat /tri:t/ n [U] © You paid for the taxi, so lunch 
is my treat (= | will pay). 


WORD FAMILY treat 


Nouns treat 
treatment 
mistreatment 


Adjectives untreated 
Verbs 


treat 
mistreat 
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IDIOMS with treat 


etreat someone like dirt to deal with someone in 
a way that shows a lack of respect © You shouldn't 
treat your little brother like dirt. 

e treat someone with kid gloves to deal with some- 
one very gently or carefully © These athletes grow 
up being treated with kid gloves, and then they don’t 
know how the real world works. 


treatise /'tri:t-as/ n[C] a formal piece of writing 
that deals with a particular subject © a medical 
treatise 


treaty /'tri:t-i/ n [C] politics & government a 
written agreement between two or more countries 
that is formally approved and signed by their lead- 
ers O Under the treaty (= according to the agree- 
ment), inspections are required to see if any country 
is secretly developing nuclear arms. 


treble THREE TIMES /'treb-al/ v [I/T] fmi/ to be- 
come three times greater; TRIPLE © [I] My property 
taxes have almost trebled in the last ten years. 
MUSIC /'treb-al/ n [U] the higher musical notes © 
The music was too loud, the treble rattling my 
eardrums. 


treble clef n[C] music in Western music, a sign 
that shows the second line of a STAFF (= the five 
lines on which music is written) is the note G above 
middle C (= the note C near the middle of the 
piano keys) > Picture: notation 


tree /tri:/ n [C] a tall plant that has a wooden 
trunk and branches growing from its upper part © 
a pine tree 


tree house n [C] a small structure among the 
branches of a tree © My dad built us a tree house 
when we were little. 


trek /trek/ v [I always + adv/prep] -kk- to walk a 
long way or with some difficulty © Many people 
trekked for miles to reach safety. 
trek /trek/ n[C] © It’s a long trek from the railroad 
station to the stadium. 


trellis /‘trel-as/ n [C] a frame of crossed bars that 
supports plants as they grow, sometimes against 
the side of a house © Roses climbed the trellises. 


tremble /'trem:bal/ y [I] (of your body or a part 
of it) to shake without your intending to, usually 
because you are frightened, ill, tired, or upset © 
Grant was trembling with excitement. © Her hand 
trembled as she lifted her cup. 
tremble /'trem-bal/ n [U] © There was a slight 
tremble in her voice as she recalled her husband. 


tremendous /tri'men-das/ adj 1 great in 
amount, size, or degree; extremely large © She is 
under tremendous pressure at work. 2 infml Some- 
one or something that is tremendous is extremely 
good: a tremendous book/concert/athlete 
tremendously /tri'men-da:sli/ adv © a tremen- 
dously expensive house © | enjoyed your show 
tremendously. 


tremor BODY MOVEMENT /'trem-oar/ n [C] a 
shaking movement in a person’s body, usually be- 


cause of fright, excitement, or illness © / felt a 
tremor of anxiety as the plane lifted off the ground. 


EARTH MOVEMENT /'trem:ar/ n[C] a slight EARTH- 
QUAKE (= sudden, violent movement of the earth’s 
surface) © The tremor was centered just south of San 
Francisco. 


trench /trent{/ n [C] 1 a narrow channel dug 
into the ground © | dug a trench around the tent to 
keep rain water from getting in. 2 earth science A 
trench is also a long, deep valley at the bottom of 
an ocean. 


trenchant /'tren-tfant/ adj (of something said 
or written) forcefully and effectively expressed, 
and often in few words © | enjoy reading Murray’s 
trenchant comments on the relationship between 
sports and society. 


trench coat n[C] along, loose coat with a belt, 
usually made from waterproof material and similar 
in style to a military coat 


trend © /trend/ n [C] the general direction of 
changes or developments © fashion trends O The 
trend is toward working longer hours for less money. 
trendy /'tren-di/ adj influenced by or expressing 
the most recent fashions or ideas; modern in style 
Oo New York City is full of trendy shops and 
restaurants. 


trepidation /,trep-9'der-fan/ n [U] worry or 
anxiety about something that is going to happen 
O With some trepidation, | set out to find my first job. 


trespass /'tres-pzes, -pas/ v [I] to enter some- 
one’s property without permission © | didn’t realize 
| was trespassing on their land. 
trespasser /'tres pas: ar, -pa-sar/ n [C] © They 
have several dogs to keep trespassers out. 


trestle /'tres-al/ n [C] a set of sloping supports 
holding a horizontal structure, used esp. for rail- 
road bridges, or a bridge supported in this way © 
The train was crossing a trestle above a river near 
Baltimore. 


triad /'trat-ed/ n[C] music a CHORD that consists 
of three notes that are separated by three or four 
HALF STEPS 


trial LEGAL PROCESS /trail/ n [C/U] 1 the exam- 
ination in a court of law of the facts of a case to 
decide whether a person is guilty of a crime or 
responsible for an injury to another person © [C]a 
criminal/civil trial O [U] The case will soon go to trial 
(= begin). o [U] She must still stand trial (= be 
judged in a court of law). 2 If someone is on trial, 
the case in which that person’s guilt is being 
judged has begun: He was on trial for assault and 
robbery. © Opposite: TRY EXAMINE IN COURT 


TEST /tratl/ n [C/U] a test, usually over a limited 
period of time, to discover how effective or suit- 
able something or someone is © [C] The agency 
plans to conduct clinical trials of the drug. © [U] We 
have the videotapes on a trial basis for one week — if 
we don't like them, we can send them back. 

PROBLEM /trail/ n [C] something or someone that 
causes anxiety or problems © the trials of 
adolescence 
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trial and error n [U] a way of achieving an 
aim or solving a problem by trying different meth- 
ods and learning from your mistakes © /n a lan- 
guage lab, students learn by trial and error. 


triangle /‘trat,en-gal/ n 
[C] 1 mathematics a flat 
shape with three straight 
sides © Her earrings were in 
the shape of triangles. 2 mu- 
sic A triangle is also a musical 
instrument consisting of a 
thin metal bar having three 
sides, which makes a high 
sound when held up in the 
air and hit with a metal bar. 


triangular = /trar'zn-gja: 
lar/ adj mathematics having 
the shape of a triangle 


triathlon /trat'z lan/ n 
[C] a race in which the com- 
petitors swim, ride a bicycle, 
and run without stopping 
between events © He has won 
Hawaii's fronman_ Triathlon 
four times. equilateral triangle 


tribe /tratb/ n [C] a group TRIANGLES 

of people, often of related families, who live in the 
same area and share the same language, culture, 
and history © She has studied Native American wiges 
from Mexico to Maine. 

tribal /'trat-bal/ adj [not gradable] © tribal culture 
© tribal land © Tribal leaders support the proposed 
health center. 


tribunal /trar'bju:n-l/ n[C] a special court cho- 
sen, esp. by a government or governments, to ex- 
amine a particular problem © An international 
tribunal of judges was established to investigate al- 
leged war crimes. 


tributary /‘trib-ja,ter-i/ n [C] a river or stream 
that flows into a larger river or lake O The Misssouri 
River is a tributary of the Mississipi River 


tribute SHOW OF RESPECT /‘trib-ju:t/ n [C/U] 
respect or admiration for someone, or a formal 
event at which respect and admiration are ex- 
pressed © [U] The memorial pays tribute to Africans 
brought here as slaves. © [C] There was a special 
tribute to Arthur Ashe by leading tennis players. 


GOOD EFFECT /‘trib-ju:t/ n [C usually sing] some- 
thing showing the benefit or positive effect of 
something else © His ability to cook and manage a 
household is a tribute to the training he received from 
his mother. 


trick ACT OF DECEIVING /trtk/ n[C] 1 an action 
intended to deceive, either as a way of cheating 
someone or as a joke or form of entertainment © 
He showed us some card tricks. 2 Trick or treat is 
what children say on HALLOWEEN, when they dress 
to look frightening or amusing and visit people’s 
homes to ask for candy: Are your kids too old for 
trick or treating (= visiting people’s homes to ask 
for candy)? 


right triangle 


y oN 


isosceles triangle 


trick /trik/ v [T] to make someone believe some- 
thing that is not true, or to persuade someone to 
do something based on a false understanding of 
the facts © She tricked me into telling her what | was 
up fo. 

trickely /'trtk-a-ri/ n [U] Oo The agency used trick- 
ery, fraud, and deceit to obtain the computer 
software. 

tricky /'trtk-i/ adj © He’s a tricky fellow — you can't 
always trust him. © See also: TRICKY 
METHOD /trik/ n [C] a quick or effective way of 
doing something © What's the trick to pulling out 
this sofa bed? 


WEAK /trik/ adj [not gradable] (of a part of the 
body, esp. a joint) sometimes feeling weak sud- 
denly and unexpectedly © I’ve had a trick knee ever 
since | played football. 


WORD FAMILY trick 


Nouns _ trick 
trickery 


Adjectives tricky 


Verbs trick 


IDIOM with trick 


etricks of the trade methods that help you to do 
a job better or faster © Journalists have to learn the 
tricks of the trade quickly if they want to get the good 
Stories. 


trickle /‘trik-al/ v [I] 1 (of liquid) to flow slowly 
and without force © Blood trickled from a cut in his 
forehead. 2 To trickle is also to happen gradually 
and in small numbers: After the hurricane, all the 
telephones were out, and it was some time before 
reports of damage began to trickle in. 
trickle /'trtk-al/ n [C] © A trickle (= small flow) of 
sweat ran down his chest. © Only a trickle (= small 
amount) of goods reached the village. 


tricky /‘trik-i/ adj (of a piece of work or a prob- 
lem) difficult to deal with and needing careful at- 
tention or skill © Removing scar tissue can be a very 
tricky operation. © See also: TRICKY at TRICK ACT OF 
DECEIVING 


tricycle /‘trat ,stk-al/ n [C] a vehicle with two 
wheels at the back and one in front, having a seat 
for a rider whose feet push PEDALS around in circles 
to make the wheels turn © Our three-year-old loves 
her red tricycle. 


tried /trad/ past simple and past participle of TRY 


tried-and-true adj used many times in the 
past and proven to work well 0 A cup of warm milk 
is my tried-and-true remedy for insomnia. 


trifle /'trar-fal/ n [C] 1 a matter or item of little 
value or importance 2 A trifle means slightly or to 
a small degree: He admits to being a trifle nervous 
before every show. 
trifling /‘trar-flin/ adj o It was such a trifling sum 
of money to argue about. 


trigger © START /'trig-or/ v[T] to cause some- 
thing to start © / triggered the smoke alarm when I 
burned the potatoes. © Eating chocolate can trigger 
a migraine headache in some people. 
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GUN PART /'trig:ar/ n [C] a part of a gun that 
causes the gun to fire when pressed © to pull the 


trigger 
trigger-happy adj too willing to use a gun 


trigonometry /\trig:a'nam-artri/, short form 
trig /trig/ n [U] mathematics a type of mathe- 
matics that deals with the relationship between 
the angles and sides of triangles 
trigonometric adj mathematics © a trigono- 
metric function 


trill /tril/ n [C] a series of quickly repeated high 
notes such as those sung by a bird 


trillion /‘tril-jan/ number 1,000,000,000,000 © 
Distances in space can be measured in trillions of 
miles. 


trilogy /‘tril-o-d3i/ n [C] a set of three books, 
plays, or movies dealing with the same characters 
or the same subject 


trim CUT /trim/ v[T] -mm- 1 to make something 
neater or more even by cutting a small amount off 
© He had a neatly trimmed beard. 2 To trim is also 
to reduce: We have to trim costs by not making any 
unnecessary trips. 


DECORATE /trim/ v [T] -mm- to add decoration to 
something © The robe was trimmed with fur. 

trim /trim/ n [U] © The team’s new uniforms are 
blue with black trim. 

trimmings /'trim-1z/ pin 1 | want a plain black 
jumper with no fancy trimmings. 2 Trimmings are 
also other foods that are usually served with the 
main dish of a meal: For Thanksgiving, we always 
have turkey with all the trimmings. 

THIN /trim/ adj [-er/-est only] -mm- thin and ap- 
pearing to be in good physical condition © He was 
a short, trim, wiry man. 


trimester /trat'mes-tar/ n [C] 1 A trimester is 
any of the three, three-month periods that a hu- 
man pregnancy is divided into. 2 A trimester is also 
any of the three periods into which the school or 
college year is sometimes divided. 


Trinity /‘trin-at-1/ n [U] (in many forms of Chris- 
tianity) the three beings, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, who are united as one God 


trinket /‘trin-kat/ n[C] a small, decorative object 
or item of jewelry of little value 


trinomial n [C] algebra a mathematical state- 
ment with three numbers or VARIABLES (= mathe- 
matical symbols) 


trio /'tri:-ou/ n[C] pi trios three people who sing 
or play musical instruments together, or a piece of 
music written for three people © Compare DUET; 
QUARTET; QUINTET 


trip TRAVEL /trip/ n [C] an occasion on which 
someone goes to a place and returns from it, or 
the act of traveling from one place to another © a 
camping/shopping trip © We plan to take a trip out 
west later this year. © They went on a three-week trip 
to Europe. © Alejandro had to make a number of busi- 


tRNA 


ness trips to New York. ®» Usage: travel, journey, or 
trip? at TRAVEL ; way or trip? at WAY ROUTE 
LOSE BALANCE /trip/ v [I/T] -pp- to lose your bal- 
ance because your foot hits against something 
when you are walking or running, or to cause 
someone to lose his or her balance © [I] He injured 
his ankle when he tripped over a water sprinkler while 
jogging. © [l] She nearly tripped on the rug. 
EXPERIENCE /trip/ n[C] slang a strongly felt expe- 
rience © What a trip this book is! 


PHRASAL VERB with trip 


*trip up (someone) [M] to make a mistake or to 
cause someone to make a mistake © / did OK on 
the exam except for the last question, when | got 
tripped up by a word | didn’t understand. 


triple /'trip-al/ adj [not gradable] consisting of 
three parts, or three times in number or amount © 
If he loses the case, the defendant can be required to 
pay triple damages. 
triple /‘trip-al/ v [I/T] © [T] We've tripled our out- 
put over the past two years. 


triplet /‘trip-lat/ n[C] one of three children born 
to the same mother at the same time 


triplet codon n [C] biology CODON 


triplicate /‘trip-li-kat/ n[U] an original and two 
exact copies © Every form was filled out in triplicate. 


tripod /‘trai-pad/ n[C] a support with three legs 
for a piece of equipment such as a camera © Pho- 
tographers set up their tripods. 


trite /trait/ adj done or expressed too often to be 
of any interest © Even good acting couldn’t make up 
for the trite story. 


tritium /‘trit-i:;am, ‘trif-/ n [U] chemistry, 
physics a RADIOISOTOPE of the gas HYDROGEN 


triumph /'trai-amf/ na complete victory or suc- 
cess achieved esp. after great difficulties, making 
the result particularly satisfying © [C] The elimina- 
tion of smallpox was one of medicine's greatest 
triumphs. 
triumph /'trar-amf/ v [I] © We visited Yorktown 
Battlefield on the York River, where in 1781 George 
Washington’s forces triumphed over the English 
army. 
triumphant /trar'am-fant/ adj o He made a tri- 
umphant return to the stage after several years work- 
ing in television. 


trivia /‘triv-i:-9/ p/n unimportant or little-known 
details or information © This is a game for trivia buffs 
(= people interested in knowing little-known 
facts). 


trivial /‘triv-i:-al/ adj having little value or im- 
portance © The story spends too much time on trivial 
matters. 
trivialize /'triv-i:-9 laiz/ v[T] to make something 
unusual seem ordinary or unimportant © My boss 
tends to take good ideas and trivialize them. 


tRNA / ti: ar,en'e1/ n (U] biology abbreviation for 
TRANSFER RNA : 
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trod /trad/ past simple and past participle of TREAD 
STEP 


trodden /'trad-®n/ past participle of TREAD STEP 


troll /troul/ v [I] to fish from a boat that is moving 
slowly in the water and pulling a fishing LINE (= 
length of string with something attached that at- 
tracts fish) behind it © Many of his friends had large 
boats, and they frequently traveled together trolling 
for mackerel. 


trolley /‘tral-i/, trolley car /'tral-i: kar/, streetcar 
n [C] an electric vehicle that transports people, 
usually in cities, and goes along metal tracks in the 
road 


trombone /tram 'boun/ n [C/U] a long, BRASS 
musical instrument with a U-shaped piece that is 
slid in and out of the main part of the instrument 
to vary the notes and played by blowing into it, or 
this type of instrument generally; a HORN 


tromp /tramp, tro:mp/ v to TRAMP WALK 


troop GROUP /tru:p/ n[C] 1 a group of soldiers 
or police, esp. one equipped with horses 2 A troop 
is also an organized group of young people who 
are BOY SCOUTS or GIRL SCOUTS. 
trooper /'tru:-par/ n[C] a police officer belong- 
ing to a US state police force 
troops /tru:ps/ pi n soldiers on duty in a large 
group © Thousands of troops have been stationed in 
the region for several years. 


WALK /tru:p/ v [I always + adv/prep] to walk or go 
somewhere as a group © Hundreds of thousands of 
visitors troop through the museum every year. 


trophy /'trou-fi/ n [C] 1 a prize, such as a large 
silver cup or bowl, given to the one who wins a 
competition or race 2 A trophy is also something 
used as a symbol of success: Under the long high- 
beamed ceiling, affixed to stone walls, were the tro- 
phies — heads of a rhinoceros and an African buffalo 
with huge horns. 


Tropic of Cancer n [U] a line of LATITUDE at 
23°27’ north of the equator, and the farthest north 
that the sun appears directly above 


Tropic of Capricorn n[U] a line of LATITUDE 
at 23°27’ south of the equator, and the farthest 
south that the sun appears directly above 


tropics /'trap-iks/ p/n the hottest area of the 
earth, the area on either side of the equator reach- 
ing to 23.5 degrees to the north and south 
tropical /'trap-1-kal/ adj [not gradable] of or 
characteristic of the tropics © a tropical climate © a 
tropical storm 


troposphere /‘trou-pasfir, 'trap-/ n[U] earth 
science the layer of gases surrounding the earth 
from the surface to about 6 miles 


trot /trat/ v [| always + adv/prep] 1 (of a horse or 
other animal with four legs) to move in a way that 
is slightly faster than walking 2 A person who trots 
runs slowly: She trotted along behind them, deter- 
mined to keep up. 


trot /trat/ n[C usually sing] © The horse was mov- 
ing at a slow trot. 


PHRASAL VERB with trot 


etrot out someone/something [M] to show some- 
one or something in public in order to get atten- 
tion © He trots out the same old jokes at every party. 


trouble DIFFICULTIES /‘trab-al/ n [C/U] 1 a 
problem, or difficulties © [U] Trouble began when 
he came to live with us. © [C] She thought her trou- 
bles would be over when she got a job. © [U] The 
patient is having trouble breathing. 2 Trouble can 
also be a characteristic that is a problem or dis- 
advantage: [C] His trouble is that he’s too impatient. 
3 Sometimes trouble is a problem or difficulty 
caused when a machine or system does not work 
as it should: [U] /’m having trouble with my new 
computer. 4 Trouble can be a cause of arguments 
or fights: [U] Our brother is the source of trouble 
between my sister and me. 5 Someone who is in 
trouble is in a situation that is a problem or diffi- 
culty, esp. with the law: He would have been in real 
trouble if he had been caught. 
trouble /'trab-al/ v[T] to cause someone to have 
problems or difficulties 0 He has been troubled by 
a knee injury for most of the season. 
troubled /'trab-ald/ adj © Peace has finally come 
to this troubled region after many years. 
troublesome /'trab-al-sam/ adj causing prob- 
lems or difficulties © His back has been troublesome 
for quite a while. 

USAGE — Me ST 
trouble or problem? 
Problem means “a situation that causes diffi- 
culties and that needs to be dealt with.” You 
can talk about a problem or problems. 

Tell me what the problem is. 

There’s a problem with the engine. 

He’s having a few problems at work. 
Trouble means “problems, difficulties, or wor- 
ries” and is used to talk about problems in a 
more general way. Trouble is almost always un- 


countable so do not use the determiner “a” 
before it. 


We had some trouble while we were on 
vacation. 


He helped me when | was in trouble. 
! had trouble with the car last night. 


a he | | 


Troubles is used to describe a related set of 
problems that someone has or that a country 
or organization has. Be careful not to use trou- 
bles when describing a more general group of 
difficulties. 
The report outlines the problems caused by 
unemployment. 
Fhe-repert-outlinesthetroubles-caused-b 
unemployment: 


INCONVENIENCE /'trab-al/ n [U] inconvenience or 
effort © “I'd love some coffee, if it isn’t too much 
trouble.” “Oh, it’s no trouble at all.” © The sweater 
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is a bit large, but I'm keeping it because it’s too much 
trouble to return it. 

trouble /'trab-al/ v [T] © Could | trouble you to 
open that window? © You don’t need to trouble your- 
self with all the details. 


WORRY /'trab-al/ v [T] to cause someone worry or 
anxiety © What’s troubling you? You seem upset. © 
It troubles me that she didn’t tell me this sooner. 
troubled /'trab-ald/ adj ° The children were not 
troubled when the dinosaurs in the movie ate up 
some unlucky humans. 
troubling /'trab-a-lin/ adj © Perhaps most trou- 
bling is the information that some reporters have 
simply made up Stories. 


WORD FAMILY trouble 


Adjectives troubled 
troubling 
troublesome 


Nouns trouble 


Verbs trouble 


IDIOMS with trouble 


ego to the trouble to do something, take the trou- 
ble to do something to make an effort to do some- 
thing © If the police had gone to the trouble of 
looking up his record, they would not have released 
him. 

ethe trouble with someone/something the prob- 
lem with someone or something © The trouble with 
this place is they don’t care about the people who 
work here. 


troublemaker /‘trab-al ,mer-kar/ n [C] some- 
one who causes problems for other people 


troubleshooting /'trab- al, fu:t-19/ n [U] the 
process of solving problems, esp. complicated 
problems in a system © He’s very good at trouble- 
shooting because he knows these computers as well 
as anybody. 
troubleshooter /‘trab-al, fu:t-ar/ n [C] © An ex- 
perienced politician was hired as a troubleshooter for 
the election campaign. 


troublesome /'trab-al-sam/ adj causing worry 
or anxiety © The troublesome fact is that we haven‘t 
gotten much done. 


trough CONTAINER /tro:f/ n [C] a narrow, open 
box to hold water or food for animals 

LOW POINT /tro:f/ n [C] a low point between two 
high points, as on a GRAPH or record of activity © 
Investors have to live through stock market troughs. 


trounce /trauns/ v [T] to defeat a competitor by 
a large score © The Red Sox trounced the Yankees 
12 to 1 in the first game. 


troupe /tru:p/n [C] a group of performers, such 
as actors or dancers, who perform and travel 
together 


trousers /'trau-zerz/ p/ na piece of clothing cov- 
ering the lower part of the body from the waist to 
the foot and including separate sections for each 
leg; pants © He had a rip in his trousers. 


trout /travt/ n [C] p/ trout a fish found in both 
rivers and the sea that is a very popular food © Fish 
farmers raise trout in refrigerated tanks. 


trowel /trau-al, traul/ n [C] a small tool that has 
a flat, metal blade and a handle, used to spread 
building materials such as PLASTER or CEMENT, or 
a similar tool with a curved, pointed blade used to 
garden 


truant /'tru:-ant/ n [C] someone who is absent 
from school without permission 
truancy /'tru:-an-si/ n [U] © Truancy is a serious 
problem in many schools. 


truce /tru:s/ n[C] a temporary agreement to stop 
fighting or arguing, or a brief interruption in a dis- 
agreement © We seemed to be arguing so much, we 
have declared a truce in my family. 


truck /trak/ n[C] a large vehicle with an open or 
covered space in the back to hold a load of goods 
truck /trak/ v [T always + adv/prep] © Most sup- 
plies are trucked into the city, although some come 
by rail or plane. 
trucker /'trak-ar/ n [C] © Truckers spend long pe- 
riods away from home. 
trucking /‘trak-tn/ n[U] © Railroads have lost busi- 
ness to trucking companies. 


truck farm n[C] a farm where fruits and vege- 
tables are grown to be sold locally 


truckload /'trak-loud/ n[C] the amount a truck 
can carry © (fig.) In this case, lawyers filed court pa- 
pers by the truckload (= in large amounts). 


truck stop n([C] an area near a main road that 
offers fuel and food, used esp. by truck drivers 


truculent /'trak-ja-lant/ adj having a bad state 
of mind, or behaving in a threatening manner © 
He was a truculent bully. 


trudge /trad3/ v [! always + adv/prep] to walk 
slowly with a lot of effort, esp. on an uneven sur- 
face or while carrying something heavy © We had 
to trudge through deep snow to get to school. 
trudge /trad3/ n[C] © Twelve miles over rocks and 
hills is a long trudge for a hiker. 


true CORRECT /tru:/ adj [-er/-est only] agreeing 
with fact; not false or wrong © The story is actually 
true. © [+ that clause] It is true that the risk of break- 
ing your hip increases with age. © Related noun: 
TRUTH FACT 
truism /'tru: ,1z-am/ n[C] a statement that is so 
obvious or said so often that its truth is not ques- 
tioned © It’s a truism that preventing disease is much 
better than curing it. 
truly /'tru:-li/ adv © Can it be truly said that he 
represents all the people of his country? > Confus- 
ables: right or true? at RIGHT CORRECT 


REAL /tru:/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 based on what is 
real, or actual, not imaginary © His staff tried to keep 
the true nature of his illness a secret. 2 Your true 
love is someone or something you love more than 
all others: Her true love is music. 
truly /‘tru:-li/ adv © The area is truly beautiful. 

SINCERE /tru:/ adj [-er/-est only] sincere and loyal 
© | am lucky to have true friends. © She is one poli- 
tician who remains true to her principles. 
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truly /'tru:-li/ adv 1 sincerely © I’m truly sorry 
about the accident. 2 Truly is sometimes used at 
the end of a letter instead of sincerely: Yours truly, 
Anne © Very truly yours, Joseph Logan 
HAVING NECESSARY QUALITIES /tru:/ adj [-er/-est 
only] having all the characteristics necessary to be 
an example of a particular thing © Only true deer 
have antlers. © This portrait is supposed to be a true 
likeness of Washington. 

truly /'tru:-li/ adv © Tomatoes aren’t truly vegeta- 
bles — they’re fruit. 


WORD FAMILY true 


Nouns truism 
truth 
untruth 
truthfulness 


Adjectives true 
untrue 
truthful 


Adverbs 


truly 
truthfully 


IDIOMS with true 


* someone's true colors the kind of person some- 
one really is rather than what the person seems to 
be © | thought he was a really sweet guy, but then 
he got mad and showed his true colors. 

etrue enough correct or accurate but not com- 
pletely explaining something © It’s true enough 
that he had doubts about the project, but we have 
to look further to understand why he resigned. 

e true to form behaving the way other people ex- 
pect someone to, based on previous experience © 
True to form, he tried to get out of his doing any 
work. 

etrue to yourself behaving according to your be- 
liefs and doing what you think is right © Try to re- 
member that no matter how hard it gets, you have 
to remain true to yourself. 

etrue to your word keeping a sincere promise 0 
True to his word, he paid back the money he bor- 
rowed from us. 


true-blue adj completely loyal to a person or 
belief 


true-life, true to life adj realistic or based on real 
life © true-life adventures © Some of her stories are 
very true to life. 


trump /tramp/ v [T] to be better than, or have 
more importance or power than another person 
or thing © They operated on the assumption that 
money trumped everything. 


trump Card n[C] something that gives you an 
advantage over others © The ultimate trump card 
for the space program is that it is a very exciting 
thing. 


trumped-up /‘tramp'tap/ adj not true; in- 
vented © He was sent to prison on a trumped-up 
charge of armed robbery. 


trumpet INSTRUMENT /'tram-pat/ n [C/U] a 
BRASS musical instrument that plays high notes, 
with keys that are pressed to vary the notes and 
played by blowing into it, or this type of instru- 
ment generally; a HORN 

ANIMAL CALL /'tram-pat/ v [I] (of an animal, esp. 
an ELEPHANT) to produce a loud call © We heard 
the elephants trumpeting in the distance. 


MAKE KNOWN /'tram-pat/ v [T] to make people 
aware of something important © He’s been trum- 
peting political reform for years. © The boys were not 
shy about trumpeting their successes. 


truncated /'trag,kert-ad/ adj [not gradable] 
made briefer or shorter, usually by removing a part 
© The truncated article fit into the space allowed but 
made little sense. 


trundle /'tran-dal/ v [always + adv/prep] to push 
something on wheels, or to cause something to 
roll along © [T] She trundled the wheelbarrow down 
the road. 


trundle bed n [C] a low bed on wheels that is 
stored under an ordinary bed and pulled out when 
it is needed © We bought a trundle bed for unex- 
pected guests. 


trunk MAIN PART /tragk/ n[C] 1 the thick main 
stem of a tree, from which the branches grow 2A 
person’s trunk is the main part of the body, not 
including the head, legs, or arms. 


NOSE /trank/ n[C] an ELEPHANT’s nose, which is like 
a long tube that bends easily 


STORAGE SPACE /trank/ n [C] 1 a closed space at 
the back of a car where things can be stored 2 A 
trunk is also a large, strong case used to store or 
transport clothes and other possessions. 


trunks /tranks/ p/n [C] very short pants, esp. 
worn by men for swimming © He spent the summer 
in swim trunks and Hawaiian shirts. 


truss /tras/ n [C] a support for a building or 
bridge, made of wood or steel O No one knows if 
the fire damaged the building’s trusses and support 
beams. 


trust BELIEVE /trast/ v[I/T] to have confidence in 
something, or to believe in someone © [T] Trust me 
— | would never lie to you. © [T] | was tested, but I’m 
not sure | trust the results. © [|] | have finally learned 
to trust in my own abilities. 
trust /trast/ n [U] © Their relationship is based on 
trust and understanding. © We were obviously wrong 
to put our trust in her. 
trusted /'tras-tad/ adj o She was an old and 
trusted friend. 
trusting /'tras-tin/, trustful /'trast-fal/ adj Oo You 
shouldn't be so trusting — people will take advantage 
of you. 
trusty /'tras-ti/ adj [-er/-est only] deserving con- 
fidence; RELIABLE © So far, our trusty old car has gone 
150,000 miles. 


ARRANGEMENT /trast/ n [C/U] social studies 1 a 
legal arrangement in which a person or organiza- 
tion controls property or money for the benefit of 
another person or organization © [U] The money is 
being held in trust for her until she turns 21. 2 A 
trust is also a group of people or organizations that 
controls property or money for their own benefit, 
or the property or money controlled by the group: 
[C] The danger of trusts is that they can become very 
powerful. 
trustee /tras'ti:/ n [C] a person, often one of a 
group, who controls property or money for the 
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benefit of another person or an organization © He 
was a member of the museum’s board of trustees. 


HOPE /trast/ v [I/T] to hope and expect that some- 
thing is true © [T] / trust (that) you slept well? 


WORD FAMILY trust 


Nouns trust 


Adjectives trusting 


distrust trusted 
mistrust trusty 
trustee trustworthy 
trustworthiness — yerhs fruen 
distrust 


mistrust 


trustworthy /‘trast w3r-di/ adj deserving of 
trust, or able to be trusted © Not even a newspaper 
always gives trustworthy information. 
trustworthiness /‘trast ,war-di:-nas/ n [U] © He 
has a well-earned reputation for absolute trust- 
worthiness. 


trusty /'tras-ti/ adj o See at TRUST BELIEVE 


truth FACT /tru:6/ n [U] the actual fact or facts 
about a matter © Tell the truth, now, how did the 
chair get broken? © We may never know the truth 
about what happened. © Related adjective: TRUE 
CORRECT 

QUALITY /tru:6/ n [U] the quality of being true © / 
can see some truth in what she said. 
truthful /'tru:6-fal/ adj o Are you being completely 
truthful? 


PRINCIPLE /tru:6/ n [C] p/ truths a statement or 
principle that is generally considered to be true © 
a scientific truth O Our system of belief is based on a 
few simple truths. 


IDIOMS with truth 


ein truth actually 0 We kept climbing but, in truth, 
we knew we could not reach the top of the mountain 
before sunset. 

etruth is stranger than fiction strange things of- 
ten happen in real life © / know it sounds unbeliev- 
able, but truth is sometimes stranger than fiction. 


try ATTEMPT /trar/ v [I/T] to make an effort to do 
something © [I] Try to open this jar for me. © [1] You’ 
have to try harder. © [T] I’m trying my best. © [1] 
Maybe you should try getting up earlier (= should 
wake earlier). 
try /trai/ n [C] © This will be her third try at an 
Olympic medal. © | decided to give skiing a try. 


Attempt is a common alternative to “try.” 

| have never attempted to run a marathon. 
Endeavor means the same as “try” but is 
slightly more formal. 

Engineers are endeavoring to locate the source 

of the problem. 

Seek is a formal word that means “try.” 

They sought to reassure the public. 
The verbs battle, strive, and struggle can be 
used when someone is trying to do something 
in a difficult situation. 


He was battling to fix the roof in the rain. 
With limited resources, they are striving to 
make the school a better one. 
I’ve been struggling to understand this article 
all afternoon. 
If someone tries very hard to do something, 
you can say that the person goes to great 
lengths. 
She knew that her parents would go to great 
lengths to see that she got a good education. 


TEST /trai/ v [T] to test something to see if it is suit- 
able or useful, or if it will work © Have you tried that 
new recipe yet? © | want to try scuba diving. © Try 
the back door (= see if it is open). 

EXAMINE IN COURT /trai/ v [T] law to examine a 
person accused of committing a crime in a court 
of law to decide if the person is guilty © He was 
tried for fraud. © See also: TRIAL LEGAL PROCESS 


WORD FAMILY try 
Nouns try 


Adjectives trying 
untried 


Verbs try 


IDIOMS with try 


etry yourhand at something to attempt something 
for the first time © Mike decided to try his hand at 
tennis. 

etry someone’s patience to makes someone less 
patient © Little kids get into everything, and it can 
really try your patience. 


PHRASAL VERBS with try 


etry on something [M] to put on clothes to see 
how they look or if they fit © Try on those shoes. 
etry out COMPETE to compete for a position on 
the team or a part in the play © Jim tried out for the 
school play. © Related noun: TRYOUT COMPETITION 
etry out something USE [M] to use something to 
see if it works well O Lanny is trying out her new 
bicycle. © Related noun: TRYOUT TEST USE 
etry something out on someone [M] to find out 
what someone thinks about something © / like the 
idea, but you should try it out on Abby. © We tried 
out the new song on a couple of friends, but they 
didn’t like it. 

trying /'trai-1n/ adj annoying; IRRITATING © Most 
people find him very trying. © Julie’s having a trying 
time at work lately. 


tryout COMPETITION /'trar-aut/ n [C] a com- 
petition for a position on a team or a part in a play 
© Tryouts for the team will be held next week. © Re- 
lated verb: TRY OUT COMPETE 

TEST USE /'trar-aut/ n[C] a test of something to see 
if it works well © After a barefoot tryout, she con- 
cluded that the carpet passed the softness test. © Re- 
Jated verb: TRY OUT USE 


tsar /zar, tsar/ n [C] CZAR 


TSH / ti: es '‘ertJ/ n[C usually sing] biology abbre- 
viation for thyroid-stimulating hormone (= a chem- 
ical produced in the body that causes other 
chemicals to be produced) : 
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T-shirt, tee shirt /'ti:-Jart/ n [C] a type of shirt 
that covers the upper part of the body, has short 
sleeves and no collar, and is pulled on over the 
head © He wore a T-shirt and jeans. 


tsp. n[C] pi tsp. abbreviation for TTASPOON © Add 1 
tsp. baking powder. 


tsunami /su'nam-i, tsu-/ n [C] a very large and 
dangerous ocean wave that is caused by an EARTH- 
QUAKE under the sea 


tub BATH /tab/ n [C] short form of BATHTUB 


CONTAINER /tab/ n [C] a container, esp. one used 
for storing food © a tub of potato salad © Plant lilies 
in three-gallon plastic tub. 


tuba /'tu:-ba/ n [C/U] a large BRASS musical in- 
strument that plays low notes which is played by 
blowing into it and has keys that are pressed to 
vary the notes, or this type of instrument generally 


tube PIPE /tu:b/ n [C] 1 a long, hollow cylinder 
of plastic, metal, rubber, or glass, used for moving 
or containing liquids or gases © a copper tube O She 
lay in the hospital, tubes going in and out of her. 2 
A tube is also one of the body’s hollow cylindrical 
structures that carries air or liquid: bronchial tubes 


CONTAINER /tu:b/ n [C] a cylindrical container 
made of soft metal or plastic which is closed at one 
end and has a small opening at the other, usually 
with a cover, and is used for holding thick liquids 
© a tube of toothpaste/ointment 

TELEVISION /tu:b/ n[U] infm/ television © What’s on 
the tube tonight? 


tuberculosis /tu ,b3r-kja'lou-sas/, abbreviation 
TB n[U] an infectious disease that can attack many 
parts of the body, esp. the lungs 


tuck MAKE TIGHT /tak/ v [T always + adv/prep] 
T to push the ends clothing or material tightly into 
place © He tucked the sheet under the mattress. o 
[M] Richard needs to tuck in his shirt. 2 \f you tuck 
part of your body, you hold it in a particular posi- 
tion: She sat with her legs tucked under her. © [M] 
Tuck your tummy in. 

STORE SAFELY /tak/ v[T always + adv/prep] to put 
something into a safe or convenient place © She 
tucked her doll under her arm. © | found the pictures 
tucked away in a box. 


IDIOM with tuck 


etucked away hidden or difficult to find 0 Van‘s 
house is tucked away at the end of the road. 


PHRASAL VERB with tuck 


tuck in someone [M] to cover a child in bed, esp. 
to make a child feel comfortable and ready to sleep 
O | tucked the children in. 


Tuesday /‘tu:z-di, -det/, abbreviation Tue., abbre- 
viation Tues. n[C/U] the day of the week after Mon- 
day and before Wednesday 


tuft /taft/ n[C] a number of short pieces of some- 
thing, such as hair or grass, that grow close to- 
gether or are held together at the base © He had 
only a few tufts of hair on his chin. 


tug /tag/ v [I/T] -gg- to pull something quickly 
with force or effort 0 [T] We tugged the sled up the 
hill. © [1] He had to tug hard. 
tug /tag/ n[C] © She felt a tug at her sleeve. 


tugboat /'tag-bout/, short form tug /tag/ n[C]a 
boat with a powerful engine which can change 
direction easily and is used to pull large ships into 
and out of port 


tug of war n[C usually sing] a competition in 
which two teams pull at opposite ends of a rope, 
each trying to pull the other team over a line be- 
tween them, or fig. a fight between two people or 
groups 


tuition /tu'1f-an/n[U] the money paid for being 
taught, esp. at a college or university 


tulip /‘tu:-lap/ n [C] a plant that grows from a 
BULB and has a large, brightly colored, bell-shaped 
flower on a stem, or the flower itself 


tumble /‘tam-bal/ v [I] to fall or roll quickly and 
without control © Rocks tumbled down the hill. 0 
She lost her balance and tumbled into the mud. © 
(fig.) Stock prices tumbled (= quickly lost a lot of 
value). 
tumble /'tam-bal/ n[C] © / took a tumble and hurt 
my knee. 


tumbledown /'tam-bal daun/ adj (of a build- 
ing) in a bad condition, esp. in a state of decay 0 
They lived in a tumbledown cottage near the railroad 
tracks. 


tummy /'tam:i/ n [C] a child’s word a stomach © 
My tummy hurts. 


tumor, Can, 8r tumour /'tu:-mar/ n[C] a mass of 
cells in the body that grow faster than usual and 
can cause illness © a malignant/benign tumor 


tumult /'tu:-malt/ n [C/U] noise and excite- 
ment, or a state of confusion, change, or uncer- 
tainty © [U] mental tumult © [C usually sing] a 
tumult of emotion o [U] The garden sits amid the 
tumult of downtown Vancouver. 
tumultuous /tu'mal-tfa-was/ adj © The honoree 
received tumultuous applause. 


tuna /'tu:-na/ n[C/U] pitunaa large fish that lives 
in warm seas, or its flesh eaten as food © [U] a can 
of tuna © [U] tuna salad 


tundra /'tan-dra/ n[U] any of the very large, flat 
areas of land in northern parts of Asia, North Amer- 
ica, and Europe where, because it is cold, trees do 
not grow and the earth below the surface is per- 
manently frozen 


tune MUSICAL NOTES /tu:n/ n[C] a series of mu- 
sical notes, esp. one that is pleasant and easy to 
remember, a MELODY © That’s a very pretty tune. 


ADJUST INSTRUMENT /tu:n/ v [T] to adjust a mu- 
sical instrument so the sounds produced are the 
correct PITCH (= degree to which the sound is high 
or low) © Tune your guitar before you practice. 
tune /tu:n/ n[U] © This piano is out of tune (= the 
notes are too high or low). © Paul just can’t sing in 
tune (= with correctly produced notes). 
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ADJUST SIGNAL /tu:n/ v [T] to move the controls 
on a radio or television set so that it receives pro- 
grams broadcast from a particular station © Tune 
your radio to 88.3 FM. 
tuner /'tu:-noar/ n[C] the part of a radio or tele- 
vision that allows you to choose the stations you 
want to listen to or watch 


ADJUST ENGINE /tu:n/ v [T] to change the setting 
of particular parts of an engine so that it works as 
well as possible 0 The engine needs tuning. 


IDIOMS with tune 


ein tune with someone/something having a good 
understanding of someone or something © He is 
more in tune with his players today, because he has 
asked them for their opinions. 

eto the tune of in the approximate amount men- 
tioned © We’re in debt to the tune of $50,000. 
*tuned in (to someone/something) very aware of 
someone or something so that you understand 
that person or thing well © She’s tuned in to all the 
latest fashions. © Our staff are trained to be tuned in 
to the needs of children. 


PHRASAL VERBS with tune 


e tune in (something) [M] to turn on a radio or tele- 
vision © Millions of viewers tuned in to learn the elec- 
tion results. 

etune out (something/someone) [M] infmi to stop 
paying attention to something or someone © Bev- 
erly always tunes out in the middle of her music les- 
son. © She tends to tune out her parents’ advice and 
make her own decisions. 

etune up something ADJUST [M] to adjust some- 
thing, esp. an engine, so it works as effectively as 
possible © | haven't tuned my car up in two years. © 
Related noun: TUNEUP 

e tune up (something) PREPARE [M] to prepare for 
a performance or competition, or to adjust an in- 
strument for playing © Yards away on the infield, a 
marching band was tuning up. 


tuneup /‘tu:-nap/ n [C] a set of small improve- 
ments to an engine or other device © /t’// actually 
go up to 100,000 miles before its first scheduled tu- 
neup. © Related verb: TUNE UP 


tunic /'tu:-nik/ n [C] a piece of clothing that fits 
loosely over a person’s body, reaching to below 
the waist or to the knées and often worn with a 
belt 


tunnel /'‘tan-l/ n [C] a long passage under or 
through the earth, esp. one made for vehicles © 
The train entered the tunnel. 
tunnel /'tan-l/ v [I/T] -l-, -ll- © [1] Earthworms di- 
gest organic matter as they tunnel. © [T] The people 
trapped in the collapsed building had to tunnel their 
way out. 


turban /‘tsr-ban/ n [C] a head covering made 
from a long piece of cloth that is wrapped around 
the head 


turbine /'t3r-ban, -,bain/ n [C] a type of ma- 
chine through which liquid or gas flows and turns 
a special wheel with blades in order to produce 
power © a steam turbine 


turbulence CONFUSION /'t3r-bja:lans/ n[U] a 
state of confusion and lack of order © political tur- 
bulence © His songs reflect the turbulence of his 
times. 
turbulent /'tar-bja-lant/ adj O His book discusses 
the turbulent years of the civil rights struggle. 


CURRENTS /'tar-bja-lans/ n [U] strong, uneven cur- 
rents in air or water © The plane ran into some tur- 
bulence over the Atlantic. 
turbulent /'tar-bja-lant/ adjo Turbulent seas kept 
us from sailing. 


turf GRASS /tarf/ n [U] 1 a surface layer of land 
consisting of grass and the earth in which its roots 
grow © Lush turf lined the river’s banks. 2 Turf is also 
ground cover that looks like grass: artificial turf 


AREA /tarf/ n [U] infm! the area that a person or 
group considers its own © Judges feel that the court- 
room is their private turf. © The fight over high- 
definition TV standards has been a turf war among 
the electronics, motion picture, and recording in- 
dustries. 


turgid TOO SERIOUS /'tar-d3ad/ adj (of speech 
or writing) too serious and very boring © turgid 
prose 


SWOLLEN /'t3r-d3od/ adj swollen © turgid rain 
clouds 


turkey /'tar-ki/ n [C/U] a large North American 
bird grown for food, or the flesh of this bird o [C] 
wild turkeys © [U] roast turkey 


turmoil /'tsr-moil/ n[U] a state of extreme con- 
fusion, uncertainty, or lack of order © Her mind was 
in turmoil. © She grew up in the turmoil of the 1960s. 


turn GO AROUND /tarn/ v[I/T] to move or cause 
something to move in a circle around a central 
point or line © [I] The earth turns on its axis once 
every 24 hours. © [T] She turned the doorknob and 
opened the door. 
turn /tarn/ n[C] © This little wheel will shut off the 
water if you give it several turns. 


CHANGE DIRECTION /t3rn/ v[I/T] 1 to change the 
direction in which you are facing or moving, or to 
cause someone or something to face or move ina 
different direction © [I] They told us to turn right at 
the first traffic light. 0 [T] Turn your head this way 
so that you’re looking right at the camera. © [I] / 
turned to the person next to me and asked her what 
time it was. © [T] The car turned (= went around) 
the corner. © [I] (fig.) He felt desperate and didn’t 
know where to turn for help. © [I] | turned over (= 
changed how | was lying) and tried to sleep, but 
quickly gave up. 2 \f you turn something or turn 
something over, you place the surface that was on 
top on the bottom: [T] He turned the pages of a 
magazine. © [M] She turned the baby over onto his 
stomach. 
turn /tarn/ n [C] © Make a left turn at the next 
traffic light. 


BECOME /t3rn/ v 1 to become or cause to become, 
change, or come to be © [L] The weather suddenly 
turned colder, and it started to rain. © [I] By mid- 
September, the leaves are starting to turn (= change 
color). 2 A person turns a particular color when 
the face changes in color because the person is 
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feeling a strong emotion or feeling ill: [L] He turned 
red with embarrassment. 3 Turn is used with times 
and ages to show that a particular point has been 
reached or passed: [L] My little girl just turned six in 
February. 


SWITCH /t3rn/ v [always + adv/prep] to use a con- 
trol to switch (a piece of equipment) on or off, or 
to adjust it to change the amount of what it is 
producing © [M] Please turn off/out the lights when 
you leave. © [M] Who turned my computer on/off? © 
[M] Turn the TV down (= make the sound quieter) 
— It’s too loud. © [M] Turn up the volume - | can’t 
hear what they're saying. > Learner error: open/ 
close or turn on/turn off? at OPEN READY FOR 
USE 

OPPORTUNITY /t3rn/ n[C] an opportunity or a duty 
to do something at a particular time or in a partic- 
ular order, before or after other people © [+ to in- 
finitive] /t’s your turn to do the grocery shopping. 

TWIST /t3rn/ v [T] to damage the muscles in the 
foot by suddenly bending it too strongly © to turn 
your ankle 

MAKE ILL /t3rn/ v[I/T] to feel that you are going to 
vomit, or to cause your stomach to feel this way © 
[I/T] The stench made my stomach turn. 


WORD FAMILY turn 


Nouns turn Adjectives upturned 


upturn Verbs turn 
overturn 


IDIOMS with turn 


ein turn 1 because of that © Stress causes your body 
to release chemicals, which in turn boost blood pres- 
sure. 2 one after the other, in order © She spoke to 
each of the guests in turn. 

ethe turn of the century the time when a partic- 
ular century ends and another begins © My great- 
grandfather was born at the turn of the last century. 
e turn a profit to begin to earn a profit © He’s been 
in business five years, but has not yet turned a profit. 
eturn your back on someone/something to ignore 
someone or something © He said the nation had 
turned its back on the poor for many years. 

eturn back the clock (on something) to change 
something so that it behaves or exists as it did in 
the past 0 They oppose efforts to turn the clock back 
on civil rights. 

eturn someone/something loose to let people go 
or allow them to do what they want © He turned 
the horse loose in the field. 

eturn your nose up at something to refuse to ac- 
cept something because you feel that it is not 
good enough for you © She turned up her nose at 
the job because she didn’t think it had enough status. 
e turn of events a new development or change in 
a situation © Salazar did not like this turn of events, 
but he accepted his new assignment. 

¢ turn over a new leaf to change your behavior in 
a positive way © She turned over a new leaf and 
began getting to work on time. 

¢ turn over in your grave to strongly disapprove © 
Your father would turn over in his grave if he could 
hear the way you are talking to me now. © USAGE: 


Used to talk about the way someone who is dead 
would feel about a situation happening now. 
eturn the other cheek to decide not to do any- 
thing to hurt someone who has hurt you © | know 
it’s frustrating, but it’s often best to turn the other 
cheek. Fighting won't solve the problem. 

e turn the tables to change from being in a weaker 
position in relation to someone else to being in a 
stronger position © The plaintiff's lawyer turned the 
tables this morning by producing some strong new 
evidence. 


PHRASAL VERBS with turn 


eturn against someone/something to change from 
supporting to opposing someone or something © 
A lot of his supporters turned against him. © Their 
idea is that the immune system turns against the 
body because it isn’t exposed to enough germs. 
eturn something around to cause a situation or 
organization to change in a positive direction © 
They were losing badly but they turned things around 
in the second half of the game. © Related noun: 
TURNAROUND 

eturn someone away [M] to refuse someone’s re- 
quest and tell that person to leave © The agency 
turned her away because she does not have a Social 
Security number. 

eturn down something [M] to refuse to accept or 
agree to something, or to refuse someone's re- 
quest O The bank turned her down for a loan. © The 
former Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman has turned 
down the job. 

eturn in something/someone/yourself GIVE [M] to 
give or return something to an authority © Don’t 
forget to turn in your papers after class. © He learned 
that the police were looking for him and turned him- 
Self in (= made himself available to them). 

eturn in SLEEP to go to your bed in order to sleep 
O° I’m getting sleepy — | think I'll turn in. 

eturn into something to change or develop from 
one thing to another © Rain in the morning will turn 
into snow during the afternoon. 

eturn someone off [M] infmi to cause someone to 
lose interest O Her offensive remarks really turned me 
off. © The downtown has outdated architecture that 
might turn off some people. © Related noun: 
TURNOFF 

eturn on something DEPEND ON to depend on 
something in an important way © The success of 
the talks turns on whether both sides are willing to 
compromise. 

eturn on someone ATTACK to attack or criticize 
someone suddenly © He suddenly turned on me and 
accused me of not supporting him when he needed 
it. 

eturn someone on EXCITE infm/ to cause someone 
to feel excited and very interested © What turns the 
kids on these days? 

eturn someone on to something to cause someone 
to be interested in something © He turned me on 
to all sorts of music that | never would have heard 
otherwise. 

eturn out RESULT to happen or become known 
to happen in a particular way © She assured him 
that everything would turn out all right. © It turns 


ez bat | a hot | ai bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | u put | ur rude | acut | a alone 


O29 


tuxedo 


Oe ee ae 


out (that) Ray had borrowed the money from one of 
his students. 

eturn out something PRODUCE [M] to produce or 
make something © Our factory is turning the dolls 
out as fast as it can. 

eturn out COME to come, appear, or be present 
© A lot of actors turned out for the audition. © Related 
noun: TURNOUT 

e turn out someone REMOVE [M] to force someone 
to leave O They turned him out of the shelter when 
they caught him stealing. 

eturn over something/someone [M] to give some- 
thing or someone that you control to someone 
else O Eventually he turned over control of the com- 
pany to his son. © They are identifying the guilty and 
turning them over to civil authorities for prosecution. 
eturn to someone GETHELP to get help from 
someone © You can always turn to me for help if you 
need it. 

eturn to something CONSIDER to think about or 
begin to consider something © / think we've spent 
enough time on this issue —let’s turn to the new busi- 
ness now. 

eturn to something FIND PAGE to open a book to 
a particular page © Turn to page 27. 

eturn up (something) to appear or come to your 
attention, or to cause something to become 
known © She said she'd let me know if anything new 
turned up. © A search of his office at the college 
turned up a wealth of evidence. 


turnabout /'t3r-ne,bavt/ n [C] a complete 
change from one situation or condition to its op- 
posite © In a complete turnabout, the mayor has 
decided not to run for reelection. 


turnaround /'t3r-na,raund/ n [C usually sing] 
a positive change; improvement © Business was up 
over 40% in a dramatic turnaround from last year. © 
Related verb: TURN AROUND 


turncoat /'t3rn-kout/ n[C] a person whose sup- 
port changes from one side to the opposite side; 
a TRAITOR 


turning point n [C] 1 the time when a situ- 
ation starts to change in an important, esp. posi- 
tive, way © Having the baby was a turning point in 
their lives. 2 literature The turning point in a work 
of literature is the moment or section when the 
action begins to move toward the CLIMAX (= the 
most important or exciting part). 


turnip /‘t3r-nap/ n[C] a round, white root that 
is cooked and eaten as a vegetable, or the plant 
that produces it 


turnoff ROAD /'t3r-no:f/ n[C] a short road that 
leads from a large road onto a smaller one © If you 
miss the turnoff, you'll have to go 20 miles to the 
next exit. 

OFFENSE /'t3r-no:f/ n[C] speech, behavior, or some 
other thing that causes you to lose interest © 
Younger readers find the newspaper's traditional for- 
mat a turnoff. © Related verb: TURN OFF 


turnout /'tar-naut/ n[C usually sing] 1 the num- 
ber of people who are present for an event © Con- 


sidering the rain, there was a good turnout. 2 
politics & government In an election, the turnout 
is the number of people who vote © Related verb: 
TURN OUT COME 


turnover EMPLOYEE CHANGES /'‘t3r ,nou-ver/n 
[U] the rate at which employees leave a company 
and are replaced © The high turnover among day- 
care workers is an ongoing problem. © See also: 
TURN OVER 

PASTRY /'t3r ,nou-var/ n [C] a piece of pastry that 
is folded to contain fruit within it © an apple 
turnover 


turnpike /'tarn-patk/ n [C] a main road in- 
tended for fast travel, which you usually have to 
pay to use © the New Jersey Turnpike 


turn signal n([C] one of the lights on a vehicle 
that flashes to show in which direction the driver 
is intending to turn 


turnstile /'tarn-starl/ n [C] a device with waist- 
high horizontal bars that one person at a time can 
push around to enter a place, esp. a place that you 
pay to use © More than 18 million visitors have 
poured through Disneyland’s turnstiles. 


turntable /'tarn ,tei-bal/ n [C] a piece of equip- 
ment with a flat, round surface that turns a record 
around while it is being played; a RECORD PLAYER 


turpentine /‘tsr-pan,tain/ n [U] a_ strong- 
smelling, colorless liquid used to thin paint 


turquoise /‘t3r-kwo1z/ n [C/U] 1 a blue-green 
precious stone often used in jewelry 2 Turquoise is 
also a blue-green color. 


turret /'t3r-at, 'ta-rat/ n[C] a tall, circular struc- 
ture that is part of a CASTLE or other large building 


turtle /‘tart-21/ n [C] an animal that lives in or 
near water, having a thick, outer shell that covers 
and protects its body 


turtleneck /‘tart-3l,nek/ n [C] a high, round 
collar that folds over on itself and covers the neck, 
or a piece of clothing with a collar of this type 


tusk /task/ n [C] either of the two, long, curved 
teeth that stick out from the mouth of some ani- 
mals, esp. ELEPHANTS and WALRUSES 


tussle /'tas-al/ n[C] a physical argument involv- 
ing pushing and holding, usually between two 
people © (fig.) He had numerous tussles with the law 
during his career as a boxer. 


tutor /‘tu:t-ar/ n [C] a teacher paid to work pri- 
vately with one student or a small group 
tutor /'tu:t-ar/ v[T] to teach by working with one 
student or a small group, esp. one which needs 
special help © Volunteers from the college tutor ele- 
mentary school children in reading, mathematics, 
and science. 


tuxedo /tak'si:d-ou/, infmi/ tux /taks/ n[C] pitux- 
edos a type of black jacket, or jacket and pants, 
worn by men on formal occasions, usually with a 
BOW TIE ; 
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TV n[C] abbreviation for TELEVISION 


twang /twen/ n [C usually sing] 1 a ringing 
sound that begins suddenly and continues, grad- 
ually getting less strong, like the sound made 
when the string of a musical instrument is pulled 
and quickly released 2 A twang is also a quality of 
voice heard in some speakers that is related to the 
Passing of air through the nose as they speak. 


‘twas, old use /twaz, twaz, twaz/ contraction of it 
was © It was a sight that ‘twas wonderful to see. 


tweak AbjusT /twi:k/ v [T] to change slightly, 
esp. in order to make something more effective or 
correct O Writers and producers kept tweaking the 
script even as the movie was being shot. 


PULL /twi:k/ v [T] to pull and twist something © He 
jumped when she tweaked his ear. 


tweed /twi:d/ n [U] a thick, rough material wo- 
ven from wool and used in clothing, esp. suits and 
coats © a gray tweed jacket 


tweezers /'twi:-zarz/, tweezer /'twit-zar/ pina 
small device having two narrow, metal sides joined 
at one end and open at the other, used to hold or 
pull a small thing, such as a hair, by pressing the 
two sides until the open ends come together on 
the thing to be held © He tried to get the splinter 
out with tweezers. 


twelfth /twelfe/ adj, adv, n [C] 1 (a person or 
thing) coming immediately after the eleventh and 
before all others © She finished twelfth in her age 
group. © [C] We will arrive on the twelfth of Decem- 
ber. 2 A twelfth is one of twelve equal parts of 
something. © Related number: TWELVE 


twelve /twelv/ number 1 12 © Casey is twelve. 0 
a twelve-volume set 2 Twelve can also mean twelve 
o’clock. O Related number: TWELFTH 


twelve-bar blues n [U] music the standard 
form of BLUES song, consisting of three parts that 
are each four BARs long 


twelve-tone scale n [C] music a musical 
SCALE including all twelve half STEPS (= smallest 
differences in sound) in an OCTAVE (= series of 
eight notes) 


twenty /‘twent-i/ number 20 0 She’s twenty years 
old. O a twenty-story building 
twenties, 20s, 20’s /'twent-i:z/ p! n 1 the num- 
bers 20 through 29 © Temperatures were in the 
twenties (= between 20° and 29°). 0 Both of our 
children are now in their twenties (= between 20 
and 29 years old). 2 The twenties are the years 
between 1920 and 1929. 
twentieth /'twent-i:-90/ adj, adv, n[C] 1 This is 
our twentieth wedding anniversary. © [C] The meet- 
ing is on the twentieth of November. 2 A twentieth 
is one of twenty equal parts of something. 


twice /twais/ adv [not gradable] two times © Take 
the medicine twice a day. © I’ve already asked him 
twice. 


twiddle /twid-l/ v [T] to move something 
about between your fingers without giving it your 
attention O She kept twiddling her necklace. 


IDIOM with twiddle 


etwiddle your thumbs to do nothing, usually 
while you are waiting for something to happen © 
She put me on hold and left me to twiddle my thumbs 
for ten minutes until she got back to me. 


twig /twig/ n[C] a small, thin branch of a tree or 
bush, esp. one removed from the tree or bush and 
without any leaves 0 We gathered some dry twigs 
to start the fire. 


twilight /‘twar-lait/ n [U] 1 the low level of light 
when it is late in the day, just before the darkness 
of night, or this period of the day 2 fig. Twilight is 
also any late period, when the end of something 
is near: The book presents a compelling portrait of 
the singer in the twilight of her career. 


twill /twil/ n [U] a strong cotton cloth that has 
raised diagonal lines on the surface 


twin /twin/ n [C] either of two children born to 
the same mother on the same occasion 
twin /twin/ adj [not gradable] 1 a twin brother/ 
sister 2 Twin is used of two things that are the same 
or similar: twin engines/towers 


twin bed n [C] one of a set of two beds, each 
of which is suitable for one person 


twine /twain/ n[U] strong string made by twist- 
ing together two or more lengths of string 


twinge /twind3/ n [C] a sudden, brief feeling of 
pain O When she saw the house she grew up in, she 
felt a twinge of sadness. 


twinkle /‘twip-kal/ v [I] 1 (of light) to shine 
brightly and then less brightly, as if quickly flashing 
on and off © Stars twinkled in the clear night sky. 2 
Someone whose eyes twinkle has a bright, intelli- 
gent expression: His eyes twinkled with mischief. 
twinkle /'twin-kal/ n [C] © We could see the twin- 
kle of lights across the bay © | know that twinkle in 
your eye means trouble! 
twinkling /‘twin-klin/ adj [not gradable] o a 
mass of twinkling stars 0 twinkling eyes 


twirl /twarl/ v [I/T] to turn in a circle, or to cause 
something to do this © [I always + adv/prep] Skat- 
ers leapt and twirled on the ice. 
twirl /'twarl/ n [C] O She does a twirl to show off 
her pretty dress. 


twist TURN /twist/ v [I/T] 1 to turn repeatedly, 
or to combine thin lengths of a material by turning 
or wrapping ° [I] A river twists through the valley. 0 
[1] Vines twisted around the trunk of the old tree. 2 
If you twist a part of your body, you hurt it by 
turning it awkwardly: [T] He twisted his knee in the 
game on Saturday. 
twist /twist/ n[C] 1 The path wound its way down 
the hill in a series of twists. © One more twist should 
tighten the cover. 2 A twist can also be something 
that has been twisted: She added a twist of lemon 
to her drink. 
twisted /'twis-ted/ adj [not gradable] © He 
missed the first game of the season because of a 
twisted ankle. 
twisting /‘tw1s-tin/ adj © a twisting country road 
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CHANGE /twist/ v [T] to change the meaning of 
facts or a statement; DISTORT © You're twisting my 
words — that’s not what | meant at all. © During the 
trial, lawyers twisted the truth to gain the jury’s 
sympathy. 
twist /twist/ n [C] an unexpected change © The 
incident was the latest twist in the story of the rob- 
bery. © Walnuts give a new twist to regular banana 
bread. 


WORD FAMILY twist 


Nouns twist 
twister 


Adjectives twisted 
twisting 


Verbs twist 


IDIOM with twist 


«twist someone’s arm to get someone to do what 
you want by making it very difficult for him or her 
to refuse © | didn’t want to go to the exhibition, but 
Linda twisted my arm. 


twisted /'twis-ted/ adj [not gradable] unusual 
and strange; PERVERSE © The letter was clearly writ- 
ten by someone with a twisted mind. 


twister /‘twis-ter/ n [C] a dangerous wind 
storm; a TORNADO 


twit /twit/ n [C] a person you think is stupid or 
foolish 


twitch /twit{/ v[1/T] to make a short and sudden 
movement, or to cause part of your body to move 
suddenly © [1] She saw his mouth twitch into a little 
smile that disappeared almost at once. 
twitch /twitf/ n[C] © She signalled with a twitch 
of her finger. 


two /tu:/ number pi twos 1 2 © Josh’ll be two in 
February, © a two-time winner 2 Two can also mean 
two o'clock. © Related Number: SECOND POSITION 


IDIOMS with two 


eof two minds (about something), in two minds 
(about something) unable to make a decision © | 
was of two minds about whether to invite him to the 
wedding. 

* someone’s two cents, someone’s two cents’ worth 
someone’s opinion about something, esp. when it 
was not asked for or wanted © /f the changes are 
going to affect me, then | want to put my two cents 
in. 

etwo sides of the same coin two things that dif- 
ferent but closely related features of one idea © 
Rewards and punishments are two sides of the same 
coin — both are used to control people and neither 
works very well. 


two-bit /‘tu:'bit/ adj [not gradable] unimpor- 
tant © He’s just a two-bit crook. 


two-by-four, 2x4 n [C] a standard size for cut 
pieces of wood used for building, measuring about 
two inches thick and four inches wide 


two-dimensional adj [not gradable] art flat, 
having width and length but not depth © Painting 
is a two-dimensional art that tries to give the illusion 
of three dimensions. 


two-faced adj not to be trusted © He’s a two- 
faced cheater. 


two-piece adj [not gradable] made in two 
matching parts © She was wearing a red, two-piece 
bathing suit. 


twosome /'tu::sam/ n[C] two people thought 
of as a pair O We were a twosome, best friends, and 
almost never played with other kids. 


two-time v [I/T] infm/ to deceive your husband, 
wife, or romantic partner by having a secret rela- 
tionship with another person 


two-tone adj [not gradable] of two different 
colors 


two-way adj [not gradable] permitting move- 
ment or communication in two directions © There 
are only a few two-way streets left in town. © This 
should be a two-way relationship. 


tycoon /tai'ku:n/ n [C] a person who_ has 


_ achieved.great success in business and is very 


wealthy and powerful 
tying /'tai-in/ present participle of TIE 
tyke, tike /taik/ n [C] infmi a small child 


type CHARACTERISTICS /taip/ n [C] the charac- 
teristics of a group of people or things that set 
them apart from other people or things, or people, 
things, or groups that share particular character- 
istics O I’m more comfortable in jeans and T-shirts, 
and that type of thing. © We have makeup for all 
different types of skin. © Grant’s my type of guy — 
strong and cool — but Willie’s not my type at all. 
typical /'tip-1-kal/ adj 1 showing the character- 
istics of a particular kind of person or thing © He 
looked like the typical tourist with his camera and 
baseball cap. © This dish is typical of Southern cook- 
ing. 2 disapproving Typical also means behaving as 
you would expect: “He called to say he wasn't com- 
ing.” “Typical! You can’t rely on Michael for any- 
thing!” 
typically /'tip-1-kli/ adv It’s a typically American 
town. © | typically go running at lunchtime. 
typify /‘tip-e far/ v[T] to be an example of a par- 
ticular thing or kind of thing © This trial typifies the 
problems juries face all the time. 


CONFUSABLES ~” Sp aoa aaa et 
typical or formal? 
Don’t confuse typical and formal. Typical 
means “showing the characteristics of a partic- 
ular kind of person or thing.” Formal means 
“serious and correct.” 
It was a typical season for Rodriguez. 
The document was written in formal 
language. 
Fhe-document-was-writtenin-typical 
language: 


WRITE /taip/ v [I/T] to write using a KEYBOARD © [I] 
| never learned how to type. © [T] He typed the report 
yesterday. 
typing /'tar-pin/ n[U] © Her typing is very accurate 
most of the time. 
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typist /'tar-past/ n [C] © Typists don’t use type- 
writers any more, they use keyboards. 

PRINTED LETTERS /taip/ n [U] printed letters and 
symbols, or small pieces of metal with the shapes 
of letters and symbols on them that were used in 
the past in printing © In big bold type, the headline 
announced the winner of the election. 


WORD FAMILY type 


Nouns type Verbs 


typify 
type 


Adverbs typically 


typing 
typist 
Adjectives typical 


PHRASAL VERBS with type 


etype in something [M] to use the keys on a com- 
puter or other device to enter information © How 
can | type in my password if | can’t remember it? 

e type out/up something [M] to use a computer or 
a TYPEWRITER, to make a copy of something in 
writing © Did you type up the minutes of yesterday’s 
meeting? 


typeface /'tarp-fers/ n [C] a FONT LETTERS 


typewriter /'tarp ,ratt-ar/ n [C] a machine for 
putting print on a page, operated with keys 
typewritten /‘tarp ,rit-8n/ adj [not gradable] o 
We found several old typewritten manuscripts in the 
attic. 


typhoid (fever) /‘tar-ford/ n[U] an infectious 
disease spread by bacteria, esp. in water and food, 
causing fever and severe pain in the bowels 


typhoon /tai'fu:n/ n [C] a type of violent storm 
with strong circular winds that happens esp. in the 
Pacific Ocean 


typhus /'tar-fas/ n [U] an infectious disease 
caused by organisms carried by LICE and causing 
fever, severe pain in the head, and dark red spots 
on the body 


typical /'tip-1-kal/ adj © See at TYPE CHARAC- 
TERISTICS 


typically /‘tip-1-kli/ adv o See at TYPE CHARAC! 
TERISTICS 


typify /‘tip-a,fai/ v [T] © See at TYPE CHARAG: 
TERISTICS 


typing /'tar-pin/ n [U] © See at TYPE WRITE 
typist /'tat-past/ n[C] 0 See at TYPE WRITE 


typo /'tar-pou/ n [C] pi typos a mistake made in 
printed material produced by a computer or a 
TYPEWRITER 


tyranny /‘tir-9-ni/ n [C/U] social studies unlim- 
ited authority or use of power, or a government 
which exercises such power without any control or 
limits 
tyrannical /tr'raen-1-kal/ adj © American revolu- 
tionaries believed the British government was 
tyrannical. 
tyrannize /'tir-a,naiz/ v [T] © In school, he was 
the big bully who tyrannized the whole playground. 
tyrant /‘tar-rant/ n[C] © Their father was a tyrant, 
feared by all his children. 


tyre /tarr/ n [C] 8r TIRE WHEEL 
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U, u /ju:/ n [C] p/U’s, u’s the 21st letter of the En- 
glish alphabet 


ubiquitous /ju'bik-wat-as, ju:-/ adj found or 
existing everywhere © The eel grass limpet used to 
be ubiquitous on the New England coast. 


udder /'ad-ar/ n [C] the part of a cow, goat, or 
other animal that hangs between the back legs 
and produces milk 


UFO / ju:-ef'ou/ n [C] p! UFOs abbreviation for un- 
identified flying object (= an object seen in the sky 
that some people believe is a spacecraft from an- 
other planet) 


ugh /ng/ exclamation the written form of the 
sound people sometimes use to express a strong 
feeling of disgust at something very unpleasant © 
Ugh, that smells really bad! 


ugly VERY UNATTRACTIVE /'ng-li/ adj [-er/-est 
only] extremely unattractive in appearance © He’s 
a really ugly dog. 
ugliness /'ag-li:z-nas/ n [U] © The city’s ugliness 
struck me. 

UNPLEASANT /'ag-li/ adj [-er/-est only] unpleasant 
and threatening or violent © This policy could have 
some ugly consequences. 
ugliness /'ng-liz-nas/ n [U] © He has ugliness in 
his heart. 


uh /a, 2/, um /am, ?m/ exclamation the written 
form of the sound people sometimes make when 
they pause in speaking, thinking of what to say 
next or how to say it © / try not to, uh, rely on my 
parents. 


uh-huh /'4-h3, '8m-h?m/ exclamation infml said 
to express agreement to what has just been said, 
or to mean yes © “Did you hear what | said?” “Uh- 
huh.” 


uh-oh /'n-0u/ exclamation infml the written form 
of the sound that people sometimes make when 
they have made a mistake or when something bad 
has happened © Uh-oh, | think | just locked my keys 
in the car. 


uh-uh /'%-3, 'am-8m/ exclamation infmi the writ- 
ten form of the sound that people sometimes 
make to say no © “Did you do the shopping?” “Uh- 
gh 


ulcer /‘al-sar/ n [C] a sore on the skin or inside 
the body that will not heal without treatment © a 
stomach ulcer 


ulterior /al'tir-i:-ar/ adj [not gradable] (of a rea- 
son) hidden or secret © She had no ulterior motive 
for helping them out — she just wanted to do it. 


ultimate © /‘al-ta-mat/ adj [not gradable] 1 
most important, highest, last, or final © Your ulti- 
mate goal is to play the game as well as you can. 2 
Ultimate also means the best, most, or greatest of 
its kind: Some people believe that he is the ultimate 
painter of this century. 


ultimate © /'al-ta-mat/ n[U] © Winning was the 
ultimate, because our team had never won before. 
ultimately © /‘al-ta-mat-li/ adv [not gradable] 
finally; in the end © Our plans ultimately depend on 
the weather. 


ultimatum /,l-to'mert:am/ n [C] a demand 
that a person or group do something to avoid 
something unpleasant © The workers got an ulti- 
matum — go back to work or face dismissal. 


ultra- /,\\-tra/ prefix extreme or extremely © ul- 
traconservative © ultramodern 


ultrasonic /,A\-tra'san-ik/ adj [not gradable] (of 
sound waves) too high for people to hear 


ultrasound /'‘al-tra,saund/ n [U] sound waves 
that are higher than people can hear, esp. ones 
used to examine and treat medical problems © An 
ultrasound scan revealed tissue damage. 


ultraviolet /,l-tra'var-a-lat/ adj [not gradable] 
physics describes light at the purple end of the 
SPECTRUM (= set of colors into which light is sepa- 
rated), which cannot be seen by human beings 


um /'am, ?m/ exclamation UH 


umbilical cord /am'bil-1-kal/ n [C] biology 
the tube that connects a baby to its mother before 
birth and carries oxygen and food to it 


umbrella /am'brel-9/ n [C] 1 a cover that pro- 
tects from rain or sun, esp. waterproof material fit- 
ted on a folding frame with a handle at one end © 
A figure carrying an open umbrella walked slowly 
through the rain. 2 An umbrella is also something 
that includes a number of similar things: an um- 
brella term © an umbrella organization 


umpire /‘nm-patr/, short form ump /amp/ n [C] 
(in some sports) a person who controls a game 
and makes sure that the rules are followed 
umpire /'am-pair/ v [I/T] © [T] Who's going to 
umpire the game tonight? 


un- /an/ prefix used to add the meaning “not,” 

“lacking,” or “the opposite of” to adjectives, ad- 
verbs, verbs, and nouns © unaided; unalterable; 
unaltered; unanticipated; unappreciated; unap- 
proachable; unassigned; unassisted; unattainable; 
unbiased; uncommunicative; unconfined; uncon- 
vinced; uncultured; undefined; undiminished; uneco- 
nomical; unlicensed; unmodified; unmonitored; 
unmotivated; unobtainable; unpublished; unregu- 
lated; unrestricted, unrestrictive; unscheduled; un- 
stressed; unstructured; unsustainable 


UN /ju:'en/ n [U] abbreviation for United Nations (= 
an international organization that was established 
in 1945 to maintain world peace). 


unabashed / an-9'bzJt/ adj not worried about 
being criticized or embarrassed © an unabashed 
critic of Congress © an unabashed supporter of the 
team i 
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unabated /,an-a'bert-ad/ adj without weak- 
ening in strength or force © Their arguments con- 
tinue unabated. 


unable /an'er-bal/ adj [not gradable] not ABLE 
© | was unable to find a pay phone. 


unacceptable / an-tk'sep-ta-bal/ adj too bad 
to be accepted, approved of, or allowed to con- 
tinue © These mistakes are unacceptable. © The pro- 
posal is unacceptable to theater owners. 


unaccompanied © /,an-a'kam-pa-ni:d/ adj 
[not gradable] without anyone with you, or (of the 
voice Or an instrument) sung or played without 
other musical instruments © Unaccompanied teens 
were banned from the mall. © The kids sang an un- 
accompanied version of “Skylark.” 


unaccountable /,an-a'kaunt-a-bal/ adj [not 

gradable] 1 not able to be explained or under- 
stood © For some unaccountable reason, he forgot 
his car keys. 2 People who are unaccountable do 
not have to explain their actions to anyone in 
authority. 


unaccustomed /,an-a'kas-tamd/ adj [not 
gradable] 1 (of a person) not familiar with or ex- 
perienced at something © She was unaccustomed 
to driving in heavy traffic. 2 Unaccustomed can also 
mean unusual or unexpected: His unaccustomed 
nervousness made us all anxious. 


unadulterated /,an-a'dal-ta,rert-ad/ adj not 
spoiled or made weaker by the addition of other 
things © She sings pure, unadulterated gospel. 


unaffected © NOTCHANGED /,an-a'fek- 
tad/ adj [not gradable] not influenced or changed 
in any way © Internet access will be unaffected by 
the upgrade. 


SINCERE /,An-a'fek-tad/ adj [not gradable] natural 
and sincere © Her writing is very unaffected and easy 
to read. 


unambiguous © /,an-em'big-ja-was/ adj 
expressed in a way which makes it completely 
clear what is meant © an unambiguous answer 

unambiguously @ / an-zm'big:ja-wa:sli/ adv 


un-American /,an-a'mer-r-kan, -'mer-/ adj 
showing opposition or a lack of support for the US 
and its political system © /t seems un-American to 
tell me how to run my business. 


unanimity /,ju:-na'nim-at-i/ n [U] complete 
agreement among every member of group © No 
one has ever suggested that there is unanimity in the 
party on all issues. 


unanimous /ju'nzn-a-mas/ adj [not gradable] 
in complete agreement or showing complete 
agreement © The school board was unanimous in its 
support for the decision. © The jury reached a unan- 
imous verdict. 
unanimously /ju'nzen-a-ma:sli/ adv [not grad- 
able] © Sportswriters unanimously picked him for the 
award. 


unannounced /,an-a'naunst/ adj, adv [not 
gradable] sudden and unexpected © Several un- 


announced acts made this concert special. © The 
President appeared unannounced. 


unanswered /an'zn-sard/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] (esp. of a letter, question, or telephone call) 
not reacted to or explained © She wondered why 
her calls went unanswered. 


unarmed /an'‘armd/ adj [not gradable] not car- 
rying or having a weapon © How could an unarmed 
man be so frightening? 


unassuming /,an-a'su:-min/ adj quiet and not 
attracting attention © a shy and unassuming person 
© an unassuming little restaurant 


unattached © NOT CONNECTED /,n-a'tat{t/ 
adj [not gradable] not joined or connected; 
independent 


NOT MARRIED /,an-a'teetJt/ adj [not gradable] infm! 
not married or involved with anyone © an unat- 
tached woman 


unattended /,an-a'ten-dad/ adj [not gradable] 
not being watched or taken care of © unattended 
boxes and packages © unattended children 


unattractive /,an-a'trek-tiv/ adj ugly in 
appearance, or unpleasant in character © an un- 
attractive room © an unattractive personality 


unauthorized /an'>:-62,raizd/ adj [not grad- 
able] without official permission © an unauthorized 
biography © An unauthorized version of the software 
is being sold abroad. 


unavailable © /,an-o'ver-la-bal/ adj [not 
gradable] (of things) not able to be used or ob- 
tained, or (of people) not willing or able to be met 
0 Fresh fruit and vegetables had been unavailable for 
some time. © I’m sorry, the colonel is unavailable 
now. 


unavoidable / an-3'vo1d-a-bal/ adj [not grad- 
able] unable to be prevented or stayed away from 
© War is now unavoidable. 


unaware © /,an-a'wer, -'wer/ adj not know- 
ing that something exists, or not having knowl- 
edge or experience of something © / was unaware 
of the risks involved. © [+ that clause] Bowman was 
unaware that the car was gone. 


unawares /,an-a'werz, -'werz/ adv suddenly 
and unexpectedly; without warning © We were 
caught unawares by the fierce storm. 


unbalanced /an'‘bel-anst/ adj 1 emphasizing 
one thing or one side over another © an unbal- 
anced diet © unbalanced reporting 2 A person who 
is unbalanced is mentally ill. 


unbearable /an'ber-a-bal, -'ber-/ adj [not 
gradable] so unpleasant or painful that you find it 
hard to accept © We had an unbearable summer 
here. © The long wait was almost unbearable. 
unbearably /an'‘ber-a-bli, -'baer-/ advo an un- 
bearably hot day © unbearably painful memories 


unbeatable /an'bi:t-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
unable to be defeated, or better than any other © 
an unbeatable team © unbeatable pizza 
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unbeaten /an'bi:t-®n/ adj [not gradable] not 
defeated © The Royals remain unbeaten after 12 
games. 


unbecoming /an-bi'kam-1n/ adj not suitable 
or acceptable © Such conduct is unbecoming to an 
official. 


unbelievable SURPRISING /,an-br'li:-va-bal/ 
adj [not gradable] extremely surprising © That little 
dog eats an unbelievable amount of food. 
unbelievably /,an-b1'li:-va-bli/ adv [not grada- 
ble] © /t was unbelievably stupid of you to go. 

UNLIKELY /,an-b1'li:-va-bal/ adj not able to be be- 
lieved because unlikely © an unbelievable story/ex- 
cuse © unbelievable luck 


unborn /an'bo:rn/ adj [not gradable] not yet 
born; in the mother’s uterus © an unborn child/calf 


unbounded /an'baun-ded/ adj [not gradable] 
very great; seeming to have no limits © an un- 
bounded commitment to excellence 


unbridled /an 'bratd-9ld/ adj [not gradable] not 
controlled or limited © unbridled joy/fury/greed/ 
authority 


uncalled-for /an'ko:ld ,f2:r/ adj [not gradable] 
not suitable and therefore unnecessary © uncalled- 
for rudeness 


uncanny /an'kzn-i/ adj strange or mysterious; 
difficult or impossible to explain © He has an un- 
canny ability to pick a winner. © Barb’s uncanny re- 
semblance to Tia is scary. 


uncertain /an'sart-9n/ adj [not gradable] un- 
clear, or not sure © She faces an uncertain future. © 
We're uncertain of the cause of death. 
uncertainly /an'sart-®n-li/ adv [not gradable] 
not confidently or surely O She looked at John 
uncertainly. 

uncertainty /an'sart-en-ti/ n [C/U] © [U] They 
live in uncertainty and confusion. 


unchanged /an'tfeind3d/ adj not changed 
from an earlier time; the same as before © The av- 
erage combined SAT score for 2007 was unchanged 
from the previous year, according to results released 
last week. 5 


uncharted © /an'tJart-ed/ adj [not gradable] 
(of a place) never before described, or (of a situa- 
tion) completely new © New drugs lead doctors into 
uncharted territory. 


unchecked /an'tfekt/ adj [not gradable] not 
stopped or ended © These problems will worsen if 
current trends continue unchecked. 


uncivilized /an'‘siv-9,laizd/ adj [not gradable] 
(of a society or country) without what is thought 
to be a highly developed culture and way of life, 
or (of a person) rude and not showing care for 
others © uncivilized behavior 


uncle /‘an-kal/ n [C] the brother of someone’s 
mother or father, or the husband of someone's 
aunt © My aunt and uncle moved to Arizona when 
they retired. 


unconscionable 


unclean PHYSICAL /an'kli:n/ adj not clean or 
not pure and therefore likely to cause disease © 
unclean water © unclean kitchens 


MORAL /an'kli:n/ adj not acceptable or usable ac- 
cording to religious or moral standards © unclean 
thoughts/practices 


unclear /an'‘klir/ adj 1 not obvious or easy to see 
or know © [+ question word] /t’s unclear what ac- 
tually happened that night. 2 A person who is un- 
clear about something is not sure about it: /’m 
unclear about a couple of things he said on the 
phone. 
unclearly /an‘klir-li/ adv 


Uncle Sam n[U] the US, or a symbol for the US 
or its government that is pictured as a tall, thin 
man with a white BEARD (= hair on the face) and 
a tall hat wearing clothes colored like the American 
flag 


Uncle Tom n [C] disapproving an African Ameri- 

can who is considered to be too eager to be 
friendly and helpful to white Americans in 
authority 


uncomfortable /an'kam-fart-a-bal, -'kamf- 
tor-bal/ adj [not gradable] not COMFORTABLE or 
relaxed, or feeling anxiety © an uncomfortable chair 
© She feels uncomfortable in a room full of strangers. 
uncomfortably /an'kam-fart-a-bli, -'kamf-tor- 
bli/ adv © an uncomfortably warm day 


uNncOmMmmMON NOT FREQUENT /an'kam-an/ adj 
[not gradable] not seen, happening, or experi- 
enced often © It’s not uncommon for someone to 
change jobs several times. 
uncommonly /an'kam-an-li/ adv © an uncom- 
monly gifted singer 
UNUSUALLY LARGE /an'kam-an/ adj (esp. of a hu- 
man quality) unusually large in amount or degree 
© She’s a woman of uncommon kindness. 


uncompromising /an'kam-pra,mat-zin/ adj 
of a person or a person’s opinions, fixed and not 
easily changed © People are intimidated by her un- 
compromising ways. 


unconcerned /an-kan's3rnd/ adj not worried 
or anxious © How can you be unconcerned about 
how much things cost? 


unconditional /an-ken'dif-an-4l/ adj [not 
gradable] complete and not limited in any way © 
unconditional love © He got an unconditional release 
from prison. 


unconfirmed /an-kan'farmd/ adj [not grada- 
ble] (of information) not proven to be true or false 
© an unconfirmed report 


unconformity /,an-kan'fo:r-mat-i/ nn [C] 
earth science an interruption in the series of the 
earth’s rock layers, resulting from either EROSION 
(= gradual loss by the effect of weather) or the 
failure of layers to be created 


unconscionable /an'‘kan-tfa-na-bal/ adj un- 
acceptable because of being too extreme © It is 
unconscionable to say that some kids don’t deserve 
an education. 
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unconscious /an'‘kan-tJas/ adj [not gradable] 
1 not CONSCIOUS © The fall from his horse knocked 
him unconscious for several minutes. 2 Unconscious 
feelings or actions are ones you are not completely 
aware of: unconscious anxiety © There’s an uncon- 
scious Classification within the group. 
unconscious /an'kan-tfas/ n [U] medical (in PSY- 
CHOANALYSIS) the part of the mind you are not 
aware of but which influences behavior 
unconsciously /an'kan-tfa-sli/ adv © He uncon- 
sciously assumes that everyone agrees with him. 


unconstitutional © /,ankan-sta'tu:- fan: 
9|/ adj [not gradable] social studies not allowed 
by the CONSTITUTION (= set of political principles) 
of a country or organization 


uncontrollable /,an-kan'trou-la-bal/ adj [not 
gradable] too strong or violent to be controlled o 
an uncontrollable temper © | felt an uncontrollable 
desire to sit down. 
uncontrollably /,an-kan‘trou-la-bli/ adv © He 
was laughing uncontrollably. 
uncontrolled /,an-kan'trould/ adj © uncon- 
trolled shivering © the uncontrolled spread of urban 
sprawl 


unconventional © /,an-kan 'ven-tfan-l/ adj 
different from what is usual or from the way most 
people do things © He has an unconventional atti- 
tude toward work. 


uncountable noun /an'‘kaunt-a-bal/ n [C] 
grammar a noun that has one form with no plural 
and names something that there can be more or 
less of but that cannot be counted © “Heat” is an 
uncountable noun. © USAGE: Uncountable nouns 
are marked [U] in this dictionary. © Compare 
COUNTABLE NOUN 


uncouth /an ‘ku:0/ adj of a person or a person’s 
behavior, rude and unpleasant 


uncover /an'kav-ar/ v[T] to remove what is cov- 
ering something, or to discover what was hidden 
© uncover the pot © It’s the press’s responsibility to 
uncover the truth. 


uncut /an'kat/ adj [not gradable] not made 
smaller or shorter, or not changed in any way © an 
uncut book/film/play © uncut diamonds 


undated /an'deit-ad/ adj [not gradable] (of 
something written) without the day, month, and 
year on it © an undated letter 


undaunted /an'do:nt-ad, -'dant-/ adj [not 
gradable] not frightened or discouraged, despite 
problems or lack of success © Undaunted by the 
cold and the rain, we continued our hike. 


undecided /,an-di'said-ad/ adj [not gradable] 
not having made a decision or judgment about 
something © Are you still undecided about that job 
in San Francisco? 


undefeated /,an-di'fi:t-ad/ adj [not gradable] 
never having lost, esp. a competition, within a 
particular period of time © The Buffaloes upset No. 
1-ranked and previously undefeated Wisconsin. 


undeniable © /,an-di'nat-a-bal/ adj [not 
gradable] so obviously true that it cannot be 
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doubted © /t is an undeniable fact that ice is cold. 
undeniably /,an-di'nat-a-bli/ adv [not grada- 
ble] © She is undeniably brilliant. 


under LOWER POSITION /,an-dar/ prep in or to 
a position below or lower than (something else), 
often so that one thing covers the other © Our dog 
hides under the bed whenever we have a lightning 
storm. © She was holding the umbrella under her arm 
(= between her upper arm and the side of her 
chest). 
under /'an-dar/ adv [not gradable] © Several life- 
guards tried desperately to reach him before he went 
under (= sank below the surface of the water). 


LESS THAN /,an-dar/ prep less than © The price is still 
under a dollar. © Scholarship candidates must be un- 
der 21 and plan to attend college in the fall. 
under /'an-dar/ adv [not gradable] © There is no 
admission charge for children six and under. 
under- /,an-dar/ prefix not enough © The pota- 
toes were undercooked. © Classes were too large be- 
cause the school was understaffed. 


EXPERIENCING /,an-dar/ prep in the process of, in- 
fluenced or controlled by, or according to © Con- 
struction had to be done under difficult conditions. © 
Under current law, stores in this town can’t do busi- 
ness on Sunday. © We liked working under her be- 
cause she made us feel appreciated. © “Where can | 
find books on swimming?” “Look under sports (= 
within the subject of sports).” © We seemed to be 
under attack (= in the process of being attacked) 
by a swarm of bees. © Your request for a transfer to 
our Denver office is under consideration (= being 
considered). © | was under the impression (= | be- 
lieved) that she was married. © | find it difficult to 
work under pressure (= with this influence). 


IDIOMS with under 


eunder your belt learned or succeeded in, and 
now a part of your experience © Now that you’ve 
got the required courses under your belt, you can 
take some electives. 

eunder your breath quietly so that other people 
cannot hear © “Let’s go,” she muttered under her 
breath. 

eunder fire being attacked with guns or with se- 
vere criticism © The troops were under fire for weeks. 
© The president has come under fire for vetoing the 
bill to cut taxes. 

eunder guard being protected or being pre- 
vented from escaping © The prisoners, under armed 
guard, performed public service duties, such as clean- 
ing up highways and parks. 

eunder your nose in the place where something 
belongs, or in an obvious place © I’ve been looking 
for my keys and they were right here under my nose 
all the time. 

eunder oath having legally promised to tell the 
truth O He was accused of lying under oath. 
eunder the influence drunk, or having drunk 
some alcohol © He was arrested for driving under 
the influence. 

eunder the sun in existence; on earth © ve tried 
everything under the sun to fix this lock, but | just 
can’t get it to work. 
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eunder the table secretly © /f you want to get a 
good apartment, you may have to give the manager 
some money under the table. 

eunder the weather not completely well © / no- 
ticed that the cat was looking a little under the 
weather. 

eunder wraps secret O Her daily schedule is gen- 
erally kept under wraps, and Dent has declined to 
talk about fund-raising. 


underachiever /,an-da-ra'tfi:-var/ n [C] a 
person whose performance is lower than you 
would expect, based on that person’s ability 


underage /,an-da'reid3/ adj [not gradable] 
younger than the age at which a particular activity 
is legally allowed © underage voters 


underarm /'an-do,rarm/ adj [not gradable] of 
or for use in the ARMPIT (= the hollow place under 
your arm where your arm joins your body) © un- 
derarm deodorants 


underbrush /'an-dar ,braj/, undergrowth /‘an- 
dar groue/ n[U] a mass of bushes, small trees, and 
plants growing under the trees in woods or a forest 


underclass /‘an-dor ,klaes/ n[C] the lowest eco- 
nomic and social class in society, consisting of peo- 
ple who are considered to have few opportunities 
to improve themselves 


underclothes /'an-der,kloudz/ pi n UNDER- 
WEAR 


undercover /'an-dor,kav-ar/ adj [not grada- 
ble] working secretly to obtain information, esp. 
for the police © an undercover cop 


undercurrent /‘an-dar,k3r-ant, -,ka-rant/ n 
[C] a hidden emotion or belief that is usually neg- 
ative or harmful and has an indirect effect © There 
is an undercurrent of suspicion and even hostility in 
the military for their new commander-in-chief. 


undercut /,an-dar'kat/ v [T] pres. part. under- 
cutting, past undercut 1 to weaken, damage, or 
cause the failure of something; UNDERMINE © He’s 
got a plan, so | don’t want to undercut the effort that 
he has underway. 2 To undercut is also to charge 
less than a competitor: Large supermarkets can un- 
dercut their smaller rivals. P 


underdog /'an-dar ,do:g/ n [C] the weaker of 
two competitors, or anyone not expected to win 
a competition © He began the race for governor as 
the underdog. 


underestimate © /,an-da'res-ta,meit/ v [T] 
to think that something is less or lower than it re- 
ally is, or that someone is less strong or less effec- 
tive © Homeowners often underestimate the cost of 
repairing a roof. 


underfoot /,an-dar'fut/ adv [not gradable] un- 
der your feet as you walk © The grass felt pleasant 
and cool underfoot. © The cat keeps getting under- 
foot (= in the way). 


undergo © /,an-der'gou/ v [T] undergoes, 
pres. part. undergoing, past simp. underwent, past 
part. undergone to experience something that is 


unpleasant or has a strong effect © He recently un- 
derwent heart bypass surgery. 


undergraduate /,an-dar'graed3-9-wat/ n[C] 
a student at a college or university who has not 
yet received a BACHELOR'S DEGREE (= the first de- 
gree given) 


underground /,an-der'graund/ adj, adv [not 
gradable] 1 below the surface of the earth; below 
ground © an underground garage 2 Something that 
is done underground is secret or hidden, usually 
because it is not traditional or is shocking or illegal: 
an underground newspaper © Officials believe the 
sighting of the suspect may have forced him to go 
underground (= to become secret). 
underground /'an-der graund/ n [U] The un- 
derground is an organization that secretly works 
against those in power: He was a member of the 
French underground in World War Il. 


undergrowth /'an-dar ,grove/ n (U] UNDER- 
BRUSH 


underhand /'an-dar ,hzend/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] (done) by moving the arm from back to front 
with the hand below shoulder level and with the 
inner part of the hand facing forward © an under- 
hand toss 


underhanded /,an-dor'hen-ded/, under- 
hand /'an-dar ,haend/ adj done secretly, and some- 
times dishonestly, in order to achieve an 
advantage © Shareholders sued the company, alleg- 
ing an underhanded attempt to deprive them of their 
rights. 


underline /‘an-doar lain/ v [T] 1 to draw a line 
under a word © to underline significant parts of a 
text 2 To underline is also to emphasize: The an- 
nouncement underlines IBM’s newfound willingness 
to employ technologies developed by other 
companies. 


underlying © /,an-dor lat-19/ adj [not grada- 
ble] real but not immediately obvious © The inves- 
tigation focused on the underlying causes of the fire. 
underlie © /,an-dar'la1/ v [T] pres. part. under- 
lying, past simp. underlay, past part. underlain to be 
a cause of or strong influence on something © 
More fundamental economic problems may underlie 
last week’s stock market slide. © USAGE: said esp. of 
a hidden cause or influence 


undermine /,an-der'main/ v [T] to gradually 
weaken or destroy someone or something © The 
incompetence and arrogance of the city’s adminis- 
tration have undermined public confidence in 
government. 


underneath / an-der'ni:9/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] directly under and usually hidden by (some- 
thing else) © The Lincoln Tunnel passes underneath 
the Hudson River, which separates New York from 
New Jersey. © When the painting was restored, an 
older painting was discovered underneath. 


undernourished /,an-dar'n3r-aft, -'na-raft/ 
adj not eating enough food to maintain good 
health 


underpaid /,an-der'peid/ adj paid too little 
money for the work you do 
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underpants /'an-dar ,paents/ pina piece of un- 
derwear covering the area between the waist and 
the top of the legs © a pair of underpants 


underpass /'‘an-dar ,pzes/ n [C] a passage that 
goes under something such as a busy road, allow- 
ing people or vehicles to go from one side to the 
other 


underprivileged /,an-der'priv-lid3d/ adj 
lacking the money and the basic social advantages 
that most people have; poor 0 a summer camp for 
underprivileged children 


underrate /,an-da'reit/ v [T] to fail to recog- 
nize the importance, value, skill, power, etc., of 
someone or something © Never underrate your op- 
ponent in a political contest. 
underrated /,an-da'reit-ad/ adj © He is one of 
Hollywood's most underrated actors (= He is much 
better than people think). 


underscore /'an-dar,sko:r, -,skour/ v[T] to em- 
phasize the importance something © The need for 
fire detectors in cargo bays was underscored by some 
accidents in the 1980s. 


undersecretary /,an-dar'sek-ra,ter-i/ n [C] 
an Official in a government department who is one 
rank below the highest official © Ms. Wilkie started 
out as undersecretary of education, the department's 
No. 2 job. 


undershirt /‘an-der,fart/ n ([C] a type of un- 
derwear that covers the upper part of the body 
and is worn under a shirt 


underside /'an-dar sard/ n[C] the lower or bot- 
tom side of something © Mites feed on the under- 
side of leaves. 


undersigned /'an-dar,saind/ p/n the people 
whose signatures appear below, usually at the end 
of a formal letter © We, the undersigned, wish to 
protest the planned closing of the local library. 


understaffed /'an-dar'stzft/ adj not having 
enough employees © The facility is chronically un- 
derstaffed and short of supplies. 


understand KNOW /,an-dar'staend/ v past un- 
derstood to know the meaning of something, or 
to know how a person feels and why the person 
behaves in a particular way © [+ question word] / 
don't understand what he means. © [T] Is there any- 
one here who understands English? © [T] It was so 
noisy | couldn't understand (= recognize) a word he 
was saying. © [I] If you choose not to come, I'll un- 
derstand, © [T] He claimed that no one ever under- 
stood him (= had any sympathy for him or knew 
what he was feeling). © [+ question word] / under- 
stand how she feels about the loss of her dog. © [T] 
It is understood that (= Everyone knows and ac- 
cepts that) you don’t bring food or drinks into the 
library. 
understandable /,an-dar'stzen-da-bal/ adj 1 
You've got to tell a story to three-year-olds in a way 
that’s understandable to them. 2 If you say that 
something a person does is understandable, you 
feel that it is the way most people would behave 
in that situation: Her actions are understandable 
when you consider how badly she was treated. 


understandably /,an-dar'staen-da-bli/ adv If 
you say that someone is understandably feeling a 
particular emotion, you mean that most people 
would feel the same way in that situation: She was 
understandably upset when no one returned her call. 
understanding /,an-dar'steen-din/ n [U] 1 
knowledge of a particular thing © He doesn’t have 
any real understanding of mathematics. 2 Under- 
standing is also a feeling of kindness and caring 
based on knowledge, esp. of the causes of behav- 
ior: The values he had in mind were simply family 
love and understanding. 

understanding /,an-dar'staen-din/ adj sympa- 
thetic and caring © an understanding friend 


WORD CHOICES understand = 


See also: realize 
Comprehend is a slightly more formal way of 
saying “understand.” 
He doesn't seem to comprehend the scale of 
the problem. 
The phrase get the picture can be used in more 
informal situations to mean “understand.” 
OK. Don't say any more. | get the picture. 
Follow can be used when someone under- 
stands something as it is being said. 
It was so complicated | couldn't follow what 
he was saying. 
If you understand something that is difficult, 
the verb grasp can be used. 
| think | grasped the main points of the 
lecture. 
lf you understand something that you read or 
hear after taking time, you could use the verb 
digest. 
This chapter is so difficult to digest. I'll have to 
read it again later. 
Fathom can be used when someone under- 
stands something that is mysterious. 
For years, people have been trying to fathom 
the mysteries of the whale's song. 
If you understand a joke, the verb get is some- 
times used. 
| told him a joke, but he didn’t get it. 


BELIEVE /,an-dar'stzend/ v [T] past understood to 
believe something is true because you have been 
told something that causes you to think it o [+ 
(that) clause] | understand (that) the show will go 
on, but with a different cast. © | understood him to 
say (= | believed that he said) that the trip had been 
canceled. 


WORD FAMILY understand 


Verbs understand 


misunderstand 


Nouns understanding 


misunderstanding 


understandable Adverbs 


understanding 


Adjectives 


understandably 


understanding /,an-dar'staen-din/ n[C usu- 
ally sing] 1 something that you have reason to be- 
lieve O [+ that clause] Ours was a generation 
brought up with the understanding (= belief) that 
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undoing 


a a 


science meant progress. 2 An understanding is also 
an informal agreement between people: The two 
sides have come to/reached an understanding about 
the sale of the house. 


IDIOM with understanding 


eon the understanding according to someone's 
promise or statement © We purchased the computer 
on the understanding that it could be returned within 
ten days. 


understate / an-dar'steit/ v [T] to say that the 
amount or importance of something is less than it 
really is © The company was accused of understating 
potential side effects of the drug. 

understated /,an-dar'steit-ad/ adj not in- 
tended to be obvious © The apartment was luxuri- 
ous but furnished in a tastefully understated way. 
understatement /,an-dar'stert-mant/ n [C/U] 
© [C] To say | was confused is an understatement — 
| hadn't the slightest idea what to do. 


understudy /'an-dar,stad-i/ n {C] an actor or 

other performer who learns the parts of others in 
a play, opera, etc., so that he or she can replace 
them if necessary 


undertake © / an-dar 'teik/ v past simp. under- 
took, past part. undertaken to take responsibility 
for and begin doing something © [T] The president 
directed the Department of Justice to undertake an 
investigation of the allegations. © [+ to infinitive] / 
undertook to help him learn English. 
undertaking © /‘an-dar,ter-kin/ n [C usually 
sing] an effort to do something, esp. to do a large 
or difficult job, or the job that is done © Preparing 
for the US national census every ten years is a mas- 
sive undertaking. 


undertaker /'an-dar ,ter-kar/, mortician n [C] 
a person whose business is to prepare the dead to 
be buried or CREMATED (= burned) and to orga- 
nize funerals 


undertone CHARACTERISTIC /'an-dar ,toun/ n 
[C] a quality of something that you realize exists 
although it is not expressed directly © His remarks 
carried an undertone of anger. 

LOW VOICE /'an-dar ,toun/ n [C] a low voice ° José 
muttered something to me in an underfone. 


undertow /'an-dar ,tou/ n [C] a strong current 

that flows under water away from a beach at the 
same time as waves on the surface move toward 
the beach 


undervalue /,an-der'vel-ju:/ v [T] to consider 
something to have less worth or importance than 
it really has © The enormous stock of gold has been 
deliberately undervalued at about one-quarter of the 
market price. © | think perhaps we've undervalued 
your talent. 


underwater / an-dar'wo:t-ar, -'wat-/ adj, adv 
[not gradable] under the surface of water, esp. un- 
der the surface of the sea © an underwater camera 
© Some ducks can stay underwater for nearly two 
minutes. 


underway, under way /,an-dor'wel/ adj, adv 
beginning to exist or is happening now © Economic 


recovery is already under way. © It’s time to get this 
project underway (= started). 


underweat /'an-dar ,wer, -,wer/, underclothes 
n [U] clothes worn next to the skin, under other 
clothes 


underweight /,an-dar'weit/ adj weighing less 
than usual © The children were found to be mal- 
nourished and underweight. 


underwent /,an-dear'went/ past simple of 
UNDERGO 


underworld /'an-dar ,w3rld/ n {U] the criminal 
organizations and activities that exist within 
society 


underwrite /'an-doa ,rait/ v [T] past simp. under- 
wrote, past part. underwritten to support some- 
thing that costs money by promising to pay for it, 
or by promising to pay if necessary to protect oth- 
ers who are risking their money © The museum 
show was largely underwritten by a grant from the 
government of Sweden. 


undesirable /,an-di'zar-ra-bal/ adj not wanted 
or welcomed; disliked © undesirable body fat 


undeveloped /,an-di'vel-apt/ adj (of a place 
or land) not built on or used for farming 


undisclosed /,an-di'sklouzd/ adj [not grada- 

ble] not announced; kept private © The Rembrandt 
painting was sold at auction for an undisclosed 
amount. 


undisguised /,an-dis'gaizd/ adj {not grada- 
ble] (of feelings) clearly shown or expressed © On 
the way home from the party, she said, with undis- 
guised relief, “Well, I’m glad that’s over.” 


undisputed /,an-di'spju:t-ad/ adj about which 
there is no disagreement © It’s an undisputed fact 
that women on average live longer than men. 


undivided / an-di'vaid-ad/ adj 1 existing as a 
whole, not in separate parts O an undivided Ger- 
many 2 If you give someone, or if someone has, 
your undivided attention, you stop whatever else 
you are doing and listen to that person: just as 
soon as I've finished this letter, I'll give you my un- 
divided attention. 


undo UNFASTEN /an'du:/ v [T] pres. part. undo- 
ing, past simp. undid, past part. undone to unfasten 
something that is closed or tied © He undid the top 
button of his shirt and loosened his tie. 
undone /an'dan/ adj [not gradable] © Her long 
hair had come undone (= become loose). 

REMOVE EFFECTS /an'du:/ v[T] pres. part. undoing, 
past simp. undid, past part. undone to remove the 
effects of something that happened earlier © It’s 
difficult to undo the damage caused by a father who 
abandons his child. 


undocumented /an 'dak-ja,ment-ad/ adj not 
having any documents to prove that someone or 
something is legal © undocumented immigrants/ 
aliens/workers 


undoing /an'du:-19/ n [U] the cause of a per- 
son’s failure or loss of power or wealth © His failure 
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to delegate authority and his arrogance led to his 
undoing. 


undoubtedly /an'‘daut-ad-li/ adv [not grada- 
ble] very likely; almost certainly © /t is undoubtedly 
one of the best movies of the year. 0 The highlight of 
the evening was undoubtedly (= without a doubt) 
the speech by the guest of honor. 


undreamed of /an ‘drizm ,dav/, undreamt of 
/an'drem ,tav/ adj [not gradable] better or greater 
than anyone would think possible © Through the 
Internet, we have access to information that was un- 
dreamed of 30 years ago. 


undress /an 'dres/ v[I/T] to remove your clothes 
or remove the clothes from someone else 0 [I] She 
undressed quickly and took a shower. 
undressed /an'drest/ adj [not gradable] © The 
nurse said to get undressed. 


undue /an'‘du:/ adj [not gradable] more than is 
necessary, acceptable, or reasonable © The court 
said the state law placed an undue burden on work- 
ing mothers. 
unduly /an'‘du:-li/ adv [not gradable] © He does 
not seem unduly concerned about the state of the 
economy. 


undying /an'dat-tn/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
feeling or a belief) permanent; without end 0 un- 
dying love 


unearth DIG EARTH /an'3ré/ v[T] to find some- 
thing by digging in the ground © Artifacts more 
than 500 years old have been unearthed at the site. 

DISCOVER /an'3r6/ v [T] to discover proof or other 
information, often after careful searching © Two 
amateur historians unearthed 570 documents with 
Mr. Lincoln's signature by sifting through the files of 
the national archives. 


unearthly /an'3r@-li/ adj 1 strange and myste- 
rious, and sometimes frightening © The streetlights 
cast an unearthly glow in the thick fog. 2 infmi If 
something happens at an unearthly hour, it hap- 
pens at an unusual and unreasonable time: / was 
awakened at some unearthly hour by a telephone 
call from Australia. 


uneasy /an'i:-zi/ adj uncomfortable or anxious 0 
If you travel, you know that uneasy feeling you get 
when you arrive in a strange city and don’t have a 
hotel reservation. 
uneasily /an'i:-za-li/ adv © He stirred uneasily in 
his chair as she stared at him. 


uneducated /an'ed3-a,kert-ad/ adj having re- 
ceived little education 


unemployed /,an-im'ploid/ adj [not grada- 
ble] not having a job that provides money © an 
unemployed actor 
unemployed /,an-1m'plaid/ pi! no At that time, 
the unemployed numbered over two million people. 
unemployment /,an-1m'plor-mant/ n [U] so- 
cial studies the situation of not having a job that 
provides money, or the number of people in this 
situation at any time © high/low unemployment © 
The unemployment rate was 4 percent in October. 


unemployment benefits, short form un- 
employment n [U] social studies payments made 
by a government to a person who has lost his or 
her job 


unending /an ‘en-din/ adj [not gradable] with- 
out limit or end © He seemed to have an unending 
supply of stories. 


unequal NOT THE SAME /an‘i:-kwal/ adj not 
the same © The unequal status of parent and child 
is recognized in law. 


UNFAIR /an'i:-kwal/ adj not treating everyone the 
same; unfair O 1n 1954, the Supreme Court declared 
that racial segregation in the public schools was 
unequal. 


unequivocal /,an-1'kwiv-a-kal/ adj clear and 
firm © The answer is an unequivocal “Yes.” 


unerring /an‘er-1n, -'3r-/ adj [not gradable] al- 
ways right; never wrong © She brings an unerring 
sense of timing to the role. 


unethical © /an'e6-1-kal/ adj not morally ac- 
ceptable © unethical business practices 


uneven NOT EQUAL /an'i:-van/ adj not EVEN 
EQUAL © The contest was uneven because one team 
was much stronger than the other. 


NOT FLAT /an'i:-van/ adj not EVEN FLAT © an un- 
even surface 

NOT GOOD /an'i:-van/ adj varying in quality; not 
always good 9 It’s an uneven movie, but some of the 
scenes are hilariously funny. 


uneventful /,an-1'vent-fal/ adj without any un- 
usual events © The flight to Europe was uneventful. 


unexpected /,an-1k'spek-tad/ adj not ex- 
pected; surprising © What an unexpected treat to 
meet you here! 
unexpectedly /,an-1k'spek-tad:li/ adv © an un- 
expectedly close race © A guest dropped in unex- 
pectedly. 


unexplained /,an-1k'spleind/ adj lacking a 
good explanation © Experts say the 747 is not noted 
for problems or unexplained crashes. 


unfailing /an‘fer-lin/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
positive quality of someone’s character) showing 
itself at all times O She was known for her unfailing 
good humor. 


unfair /an'fer, -'feer/ adj not FAIR RIGHT © It 
seems unfair to tax you both where you work and 
where you live. 
unfairly /an 'fer-li, -'feer-/ advo The company un- 
fairly denied her medical benefits. 
unfairness /an'fer-nas, -'feer-/ n [U] 


‘WORD CHOICES unfair 


Unjust is an alternative to “unfair.” 
It seems unjust that people should be 
expected to pay twice. 
If something is unfair because it shows an un- 
reasonable like or dislike for someone which is 
based on personal opinions, you could use the 
words biased or slanted. 
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The newspaper gave a very biased report of 
the meeting. 
The report was slanted in favor of the 
developers. 
Discriminatory is often used when something 
is unfair because it treats people differently be- 
cause of their sex, skin color, religion, etc. 
The company has a zero-tolerance policy 
toward discriminatory practices. 
In formal English, the word inequitable is often 
used when something is unfair because it is 
good for some people and bad for other 
people. 
The current health care system is inequitable. 


unfaithful /an 'fe16-fal/ adj 1 not loyal or able 
to be trusted © an unfaithful friend 2 having a 
physical relationship with a person who is not your 
husband or wife 


unfamiliar /,an-fa'mil-jar/ adj not previously 
experienced or known © /’m unfamiliar with that 
word — what does it mean? 


unfasten /an'fes-an/ v [I/T] to make looser or 
take apart something that fastens or is fastened © 
[T] Cal loosened his tie and unfastened his collar. 


unfavorable CRITICIZING /an'fer-va-ra-bal/ 
adj having or showing a negative opinion © The 
play received generally unfavorable reviews. 

NOT HELPFUL /an'fer-va-ra-bal/ adj not tending to 
help; not likely to lead to a positive result © Unfa- 
vorable weather conditions this morning caused a 
postponement of the launch of the space shuttle. 


unfeeling /an'fi:-lin/ adj not feeling sympathy 
for other people’s suffering © an unfeeling man 


unfettered /an'fet-ard/ adj not controlled, 
limited, or prevented by anyone © The law gives 
the governor unfettered discretion to make these 
appointments. 


unfinished /an'‘fin-1ft/ adj not finished or com- 
plete © An unfinished apartment building in North 
Hollywood caught fire shortly after midnight. 


unfit /an'fit/ adj -tt- lacking the qualities needed 
or expected for something; not suitabte © The court 
ruled that she was an unfit mother and ordered that 
the child be placed in a foster home. 


unfold DEVELOP /an'fould/ v [I] (of a situation 
or story) to develop or become clear © Events un- 
folded in a way that no one could have predicted. 

OPEN /an'fould/ v[T] to open or spread out some- 
thing that has been folded © She took the old wea- 
ding dress out and carefully unfolded it. 


unforeseen /,an-far'si:n, -fo:r-/ adj unex- 
pected and often unwanted © Due to unforeseen 
circumstances, tonight’s performance has been 
canceled. 


unforgettable /,an-far'get:a-bal/ adj (of an 
experience) having such a strong effect or influ- 
ence on you that you cannot forget it © One un- 
forgettable morning, we were among the elephants, 
perfectly situated to watch their descent to the river. 


unfortunate UNLUCKY /an'fo:r-tfa-nat/ adj 
unlucky or having bad effects © What happened to 
Monica was just a freak accident — it was very 
unfortunate. 
unfortunately /an 'foir-tfa-nat-li/ adv © Unfor- 
tunately, by the time we got there the party was al- 
most over. 


UNSUITABLE /an 'fo:r-tfa-nat/ adj (of remarks or be- 
havior) unsuitable in a way that could cause of- 
fense © It was an unfortunate remark that he later 
regretted. 


unfounded /an'‘faun-ded/ adj (of a claim or 
piece of news) not based on fact; UNTRUE © un- 
founded rumors 


unfriendly /an'fren-dli/ adj having an attitude 
or acting in a way that shows you do not like peo- 
ple and do not care if they like you © an unfriendly 
person 
unfriendliness /an'fren-dli-nas/ n [U] 


unfurl /an'farl/ v [I/T] (of a flag, sail, etc.) to be- 
come open from a rolled position, or to cause 
something to become open from a rolled position 
ungainly 
movement 


/an'gein-li/ adj awkward in 
ungrateful /an'greit-fal/ adj not showing or 


expressing thanks, esp. when it is expected or 
deserved 


unhappy NOTPLEASED /an'hzp-i/ adj not 
feeling pleasure or satisfaction © /t was an unhappy 
time of her life. 0 They were unhappy about their 
hotel room (= did not like it) and asked to be moved. 
unhappiness /an‘hep-i:-nas/ n [U] 


WORD CHOICES unhappy 
Sad and miserable mean the same as “un- 
happy.” 

| felt so sad after he left. 

| just woke up feeling miserable. 

If someone is upset, that person is unhappy be- 
cause something bad has happened. 

They’d had an argument and she was still 

upset about it. 

Mike got very upset when | told him the news. 
If someone is broken-hearted or heartbroken 
that person is very sad because someone he or 
she loves has ended their relationship. 

She was broken-hearted when Richard left. 
Someone who is devastated or distraught is 
extremely upset. 

She was devastated when he died. 

Distraught relatives waited for word of loved 

ones missing after the earthquake. 
The adjectives depressed, down, or low are of- 
ten used when someone is unhappy for a long 
time. 

She became deeply depressed after her 

husband died. 

I've been feeling a bit down recently. 

He was very low for months after he lost his 

job. 
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NOT LUCKY /an'heep-i/ adj (of a condition or situ- 
ation) not lucky © We found ourselves in the un- 
happy situation of having had our bags, passports, 
and money stolen. 


unhealthy ILt /an‘hel-6i/ adj ill or appearing to 
be ill 

HARMFUL /an'hel-8i/ adj harmful to your health © 
It’s unhealthy to eat fatty foods all the time. 


unheard-of /an‘hard,av, -,av/ adj surprising 
or shocking because not known about or previ- 
ously experienced © Price wars have sliced prices to 
unheard-of lows. 


unicameral legislature / ju:-ni'kem-ar- 
al 'led3-a,sler-tfar/ n [C] politics & government a 
law-making body made up of one group of elected 
Officials 


unicellular /,ju:-na'sel-ja-lar/ adj [not grada- 
ble] biology describes a living thing that is made 
of only one cell 


unicorn /‘ju:-ni,ko:rn/ n [C] an imaginary crea- 
ture like a horse with a single horn growing from 
the front of its head 


unidentified /,an-ai'dent-a,faid/ adj [not 
gradable] (of a person or image of a person) whose 
name is not known 0 The photo shows the two lead- 
ers shaking hands, with an unidentified woman be- 
hind them. 


unification © /,ju:-na-fa'ker fan/ n [U] the 
forming of a single thing by bringing together 
separate parts © Germany was transformed after the 
fall of the Berlin Wall and the unification of the 
country. 


uniform © SAME /'ju::na,form/ adj 1 the 
same; not varying or different in any way © The 
laws for adopting a child are not uniform among the 
states. 2 physics Uniform means not changing in 
speed or power; CONSTANT. 
uniformity © / ju:-na'for-mat-i/ n [U] 


uniformly © /‘ju:-na,fo:rm-li/ advo Critics were | 


uniformly enthusiastic. 


CLOTHES /'‘ju:-na,foirm/ n [C/U] a special set of 
clothes worn by people belonging to an organi- 
zation to show others that they are members of it 
O [U] soldiers in uniform 
uniformed /'ju:-na,fairmd/ adj [not gradable] o 
Only uniformed personnel are permitted to enter this 
building. 


unify © /‘ju:-na_,far/ v[T] to bring separate parts 
of something together so that they are one © With 
his speech, the president sought to unify the country. 


unilateral /,ju:n-l'zt-a-ral/ adj [not gradable] 
done independently by one group or country © a 
unilateral action 
unilaterally /,juin-4l'zet-9-ra-li/ adv o The law is 
part of a disturbing trend to act unilaterally without 
regard to the legitimate interests of others. 


unimaginable /,an-1'mzd3-a-na-bal/ adj dif- 
ficult to imagine, esp. because of being very un- 
likely or very undesirable © /t was a time of drought 
and despair, of the Dust Bowl, of unimaginable 
suffering. 


unimportant /,an-1m'po:rt-2nt/ adj not im- 
portant © The money we lost is relatively unimpor- 
tant, but the emotional stress of being robbed is hard 
to get over. 


unincorporated /,an-in‘ko:r-po,reit-od/ adj 
not officially part of a town or a city © Bonsall is 
unincorporated and thus under the control of the 
county government. 


uninsured /,an-1n'furd/ adj not having any IN- 
SURANCE to pay for medical expenses or for dam- 
age or injury while driving a car 9 The plan would 
provide health insurance for most Americans who 
now are uninsured. © uninsured motorists 


unintelligible /,an-in'tel-o-d3a-bal/ adj (of 
speech or writing) not clear enough to be 
understood 


unintended /,an-in'ten-dad/ adj not inten- 
tional; happening unexpectedly or by accident 0 
One unintended consequence of the Industrial Rev- 
olution was a rapid increase in air pollution. 


unintentional /,an-in'ten-tfan-l/ adj not 
planned or intended 
unintentionally /,an-1n'ten-tfan-4l-i/ adv [not 
gradable] 


uninterested /an'in-tra-stad, -'int-9,res-tad/ 
adj not excited or not wanting to become involved 
© He’s completely uninterested in sports. 


UNION THINGS JOINED /‘ju:n-jan/ n [C/U] 1 the 
act or the state of being joined together 2 The 
union of two people refers to marriage. 


POLITICAL UNIT /‘ju:n-jan/n [U/C] 1 social studies 
a political unit made up of two or more separate 
units such as states 2 US history In the American 
Civil War, the Union refers to the states that did 
not separate from the United States. 


ORGANIZATION /'‘ju:n-jan/ n [C] social studies a 
LABOR UNION 
unionize /'‘ju:n-ja,narz/ v [I/T] social studies to 
form a LABOR UNION, or to organize workers into 
a LABOR UNION © [T] We’re launching a campaign 
to unionize workers at all major discount stores in 
the area. 


unique © /ju'ni:k/ adj being the only existing 
one of its type or, more generally, unusual or spe- 
cial in some way © Each person’s DNA is unique. 
uniquely @ /ju'ni:-kli/ adv o He’s uniquely qual- 
ified to run this agency. 
uniqueness @ /ju'ni:k-nas/ n [U] 


USAGE" 7a ee 
unique 

Unique describes something that is special or 
unusual because only one example of it exists. 
If something is not special or important but 
only one of it exists, you should use the adjec- 
tive only. 

It is the only bus that goes to the airport. 


tt4s-the-unique-bus-that-goes-te-the airport: 


unisex /‘ju:-no,seks/ adj intended for use by 
both males and females © unisex hair salons 
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unison IDIOM /‘ju:-na-san/ 
ein unison together and at the same time © The 
audience rose to its feet in unison, applauding and 
cheering. 


unit SEPARATE PART /‘ju:-nat/ n [C] 1 a single 
item or a separate part of something larger O The 
first year of the course is divided into four units. © 
This apartment building has 60 units (= separate 
apartments). 2 A unit is also a small machine or 
part of a machine that has a particular purpose: 
the central processing unit of a computer 3 A unit is 
also a piece of furniture or equipment used as part 
of a set of similar or matching pieces: a unit of a 
bookcase 

PEOPLE /‘ju:-nat/ n [C] a group of people living or 
working together, esp. for a particular purpose © 
a military unit © He's the surgeon in charge of the 
burn unit at the hospital. 


MEASUREMENT /'ju:-nat/ n[C] a standard measure 
used to express amounts © An inch is a unit of 
length. © The dollar is the standard unit of currency 
in the US. 


unite /ju 'nait/ v [1/T] to bring different groups or 
things together to become one, or to join together 
to become one © [I] The thirteen American colonies 
united to form a new nation. 
unity /'ju:-nat-i/ n[U] 1 the state of being joined 
together or in agreement 2 writing Unity is also 
the quality of having the ideas and examples in a 
piece of writing clearly related to the topic and to 
each other 
united /ju'nait-ad/ adj 


United Church (of Canada) n[U] cana 
large Christian church that combined several 
Christian churches 


United Nations, abbreviation UN n [U] world 
history an international organization that was es- 
tablished in 1945 to maintain world peace 


United States, abbreviation US n(U] the United 


States of America, a nation consisting of 50 states, 
all but one (Hawaii) in North America 


universal / ju:-na'var-sal/ adj [not gradable] ex- 
isting everywhere or involving everyone © Con- 
gress rejected the proposal for universal health 
insurance. : 
universally /,ju:-na'var-sa-li/ adv O Water is one 
of the most common and universally known sub- 
stances, but researchers are still learning more 
about tt. 


universe /'ju:-na,v3rs/ n[U] everything that ex- 
ists, esp. all physical matter, including all the stars 
and planets in space 


university /,ju:-na'v3r-sat-i/ n [C/U] a place of 
higher education usually for people who have fin- 
ished twelve years of schooling and where they 
can obtain more knowledge and skills, and get a 
degree to recognize this © [U] a university campus/ 
professor © [C] She applied to six universities and was 
accepted by three. 


unjust /an'd3ast/ adj not morally right; not fair 
o New laws will protect employees against unjust 
dismissals. 


unjustified © /an‘d3as-ta faid/ adj not able to 
be explained in a reasonable way; not deserved © 
There were admittedly some unjustified delays in 
some Olympic projects. 


unkempt /an'kemt/ adj not neat or cared for; 
messy © He needed a shave and his hair was 
unkempt. 


unkind /an'kaind/ adj not KIND © He's made 
some very unkind remarks about his employer lately. 


unknowingly /an'novu-1nli/ adv without in- 
tending or realizing something © Parents may un- 
knowingly make their child feel inadequate or 
pressured by expecting too much of them. 


unknown /an'noun/ adj not known, or not 
known to many people © His whereabouts are still 
unknown. 
unknown /an'noun/ n[C] a person who is not 
known to many people © A year ago she was a 
virtual unknown on the figure-skating scene. 


unlawful /an'lo:-fal/ adj not according to or ac- 
ceptable to the law © unlawful behavior/business 
practices/discrimination 


unleaded /an'led-ad/ adj [not gradable] (of 
GASOLINE (= a fuel)) not containing LEAD (= a 
metal) © Most cars today use unleaded gas. 


unleash /an'li:s/ v [T] to let happen or begin 
something powerful that, once begun, cannot be 
controlled © The vice president unleashed a furious 
attack on leading Democratic representatives in 
Congress. 


unless /an les, 9n-/ conjunction used to say what 
will or will not happen if something else does not 
happen or is not true; except if © She won't go 
unless you go (= If you do not go, she will not go 
either, but if you go, she will go). © You can’t get 
a job unless you've got the experience (= You can 
only get a job if you have experience). 


unlike DIFFERENT FROM /an'laik/ prep different 
from © Unlike you, I’m not a great dancer. 


NOT TYPICAL /an'latk/ prep not typical or charac- 
teristic of © It’s unlike Debbie to be so late. 


unlikely /an‘lar-kli/ adj not expected to happen; 
not LIKELY © [+ (that) clause] /t’s unlikely (that) we 
will ever learn what happened. 


unlimited /an ‘lim: at-ad/ adj not having a limit 
or highest possible amount, number, or level © /f 
you rent the car for the week, you get unlimited mile- 
age (= the amount you pay is not related to how 
many miles you drive). 


unlisted /an'lis-tad/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
telephone number) not included in a printed list 
of telephone numbers available to the public 


unload /an'loud/ v [I/T] 1 to remove the con- 
tents of something such as goods from a vehicle, 
the bullets from a gun, or the film from a camera 
O [T] She unloaded her grocery bags from the back 
of the minivan. 2 infmi\f you unload something that 
you no longer want, you get rid of it: [T] Mon- 
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aghan has said he is ready to unload his pizza busi- 
ness and retire to Florida. 


unlock /an'lak/ v [T] to open a lock using a key, 
an electronic device, or a series of numbers or let- 
ters © Could you unlock the door for me? 


unlucky /an'lak-i/ adj having or bringing bad 
luck © For the unlucky people who get the flu, the 
health department advises: Stay home! 


unmanned /an'mznd/ adj [not gradable] not 
having or not needing people to operate or work 
correctly © Both designs represent a new generation 
of unmanned aircraft, which began in the 1990s 
with robotic spy planes. 


unmarked /an'markt/ adj [not gradable} hav- 
ing no signs or symbols on the outside © an un- 
marked police car 


unmarried /an'mezr-i:d, -'mer-/ adj [not grad- 
able] having no husband or wife © Their youngest 
son is Still unmarried. 


unmask /an'mesk/ v [T] to show the previously 
hidden truth about someone or something © He 
was unmasked as the author of the article. 


unmistakable /,an-ma'ster-ka-bal/ adj not 
likely to be confused with something else; clearly 
recognized © There was an unmistakable smell of 
chocolate. 


unmitigated /an'mit-2,gert-ad/ adj (esp. of 
something unpleasant or unsuccessful) complete 
© Her new business proved to be an unmitigated 
disaster. 


unmoved /an'mu:vd/ adj not feeling any emo- 
tion © When the eclipse took place, no one was 
unmoved. 


unnamed /an'nermd/ adj [not gradable] not 
named, esp. in order to keep a name secret or un- 
known © Both news stories relied on unnamed 
sources. 


unnatural /an'netf-9-ral/ adj 1 not found in 

nature; artificial © Nothing unnatural or polluting 
can be used. © The recordings have an unnatural 
sound. 2 Behavior or feelings that are described as 
unnatural are not usual or acceptable. 


unnecessary /an'nes-a,ser-i/ adj not needed 
or wanted, or more than is needed or wanted © 
unnecessary expenses © The key to successful invest- 
ing is to avoid making unnecessary errors. 
unnecessarily /an,nes-a'ser-a-li/ adv oO | 
thought his explanation was unnecessarily complex. 


unnerve /an'n3rv/ v [T] to make someone feel 
less confident and slightly frightened © The long 
silence unnerved him. 
unnerving /an'n3r-vin/ adj © It’s the way that he 
stares that | find so unnerving. 


unnoticed /an '‘nout-ast/ adj [not gradable] not 
seen, or not attracting any attention © She saw 
flaws that normally would have gone unnoticed. 


unobtrusive /,an-ab 'tru:-sty, -z1v/ adj not no- 
ticeable; seeming to belong © A good waiter is ef- 
ficient and unobtrusive. 


unoccupied /an ‘ak-ja ,pard/ adj [not gradable] 
without anyone in it, or not busy © Are there any 
unoccupied seats in that row? 


unofficial /,an-a'frJ-al/ adj [not gradable] not 
connected with or coming from a recognized of- 
fice or authority © We think of him as the unofficial 
town historian. 
unofficially /,an-a'ftf-a-li/ adv © Unemployment 
has been unofficially estimated at 70%. 


unorthodox /an'5:r-62 ,daks/ adj (of behavior, 
ideas, or methods) different from what is usual or 
expected © He has an unorthodox teaching style. 


unpack /an'pek/ v [I/T] to remove things from 
a container © [T] / haven't even unpacked my bags 
yet. 


unpaid /nn'peid/ adj [not gradable] owed, or 
without receiving payment © unpaid bills © an un- 
paid leave of absence 


unparalleled © /an'pzr-a_leld/ adj having 
no equal; better or greater than any other © We 
have an unparalleled record of solid growth. 


unpleasant /an'plez-ant/ adj not attractive or 
enjoyable or easy to like 0 an unpleasant surprise © 
unpleasant memories © an unpleasant young man 
unpleasantly /an 'plez:ant-li/ adv © Rob chuck- 
led unpleasantly. 


unplug /an'plag/ v[T] -gg- to remove a plug for 
an electrical device from a SOCKET © | unplugged 
the TV. 


unpopular /an'pap-ja-lar/ adj not liked or en- 
joyed by many people © /’m not surprised the mayor 
is unpopular. 


unprecedented © /an'pres-a,dent-ad/ adj 
never having happened or existed in the past 0 
We've entered an age of unprecedented prosperity. 


unpredictable © /,an-pri'dik-ta-bal/ adj 
tending to change suddenly and without reason 
or warning, and therefore not able to be de- 
pended on © unpredictable weather © The world is 
pretty unpredictable. 

unpredictability © /,an-pnidik-ta'bil-at-i/ n[U] 


unprepared /,an-pri'perd, -'pzerd/ adj not 
ready © He was completely/totally unprepared for 
what he saw. 


unprincipled © /an'prin-sa-pald/ adj having 
or showing no moral rules or standards of good 
behavior © an unprincipled politician 


unproductive /,an-pra'dak-trv/ adj not use- 
ful, or not creating anything © We wasted three 
days in unproductive discussions. 


unprofessional /,n-pra'fes-an-4l/ adj not 
showing the standard of behavior or skills that are 
expected of a person in a skilled job © Dressing like 
that was very unprofessional of him. 


unprofitable /an ‘praf-at-a-bal/ adj not result- 
ing in profit © unprofitable investments/businesses 
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unsaturated 


unprotected /,an-pra'tek-tad/ adj not safe 
from injury, damage, or loss © Many of our forests 
remain unprotected by environmental laws. 


unprovoked / an-pra'voukt/ adj (esp. of an 
unpleasant action or remark) not caused by any- 
thing and therefore unfair © Witnesses said the at- 
tack was unprovoked. 


unpublished /an'pab-lift/ adj [not gradable] 
1 not published or made available for people to 
see O Unpublished European studies show significant 
reductions in all the cholesterol-clogging fats. 2 A 
person who is unpublished has not written any- 
thing that has been published. 


unqualified WITHOUT SKILLS /an'‘kwal-a ,fatd/ 
adj lacking the skills and experience needed for a 
particular job © / liked her, but she was unqualified 
for the job. 


TOTAL /an'kwal-a ,fard/ adj [not gradable] not lim- 
ited in any way © My first attempt was an unquali- 
fied success. 


unquestionable /an'kwes-tfa-na-bal/ adj 
[not gradable] not open to question or doubt; IN- 
DISPUTABLE © Her achievements are unquestionable. 
unquestionably /an'kwes-tfa-na-bli/ adv [not 
gradable] © Sakow is unquestionably the most re- 
markable woman writing today. 


unquestioned /an'kwes-tfand/ adj not 
doubted © unquestioned loyalty 


unrated /an'reit-ad/ adj [not gradaable] not 
given a value in a ranking or rating system, esp. 
the rating system for movies that tells which ones 
children may watch © an unrated coming-of-age 
tale 


unravel SEPARATE /an'raev-al/ v [I/T] -I-, -Il- (of 
woven cloth) to separate into threads, or to sepa- 
rate the fibers of a thread, rope, or cloth © [I] My 
sweater is unraveling. © [I] (fig.) The movie unraveled 
at the end (= was not complete and satisfying). 


SOLVE /an'rzv-al/ v [T] -I-, -Il- to solve a crime or 
explain a mystery © You will discover what the title 
means as you unravel the movie's mysteries. 


unreal IMAGINARY /an'ri:l/ adj as if imagined; 
strange and like a dream © His face was an eerie, 
unreal color. 7 

SURPRISING /an'ri:l/ adj slang surprising, unusual, 
or hard to believe © We just ate and ate, and | was 
so full it was unreal. 


unrealistic /,an,ri:-a'lts-tik/ adj not reason- 
able, or not likely to be achieved © We're placing 
unrealistic demands on our schools. 


unreasonable /an'ri:-za-na-bal/ adj not 
based on or using good judgment; not fair © It’s 
unreasonable to expect him to work every weekend. 
unreasonably /an'ri:-za-na-bli/ adv © He thinks 
the cops acted unreasonably. 


unregulated /an'reg-jalert-ad/ adj not con- 

trolled, esp. by laws, police, or a government de- 
partment © Campaign finance reform is designed to 
prevent large, unregulated contributions to politi- 
cians. 


unrelated / an-ri'lett-od/ adj 1 not having a 
connection © His answer was completely unrelated 
to my question. 2 A person who is unrelated to you 
is not part of your family. 


unrelenting /,an-ri‘lent-19/ adj extremely de- 
termined; never weakening or ending © unrelent- 
ing toughness/opposition © unrelenting neglect/ 
pollution 


unreliable © / an-ri'lar-a-bal/ adj not to be 
trusted or depended on © Their carpenter was to- 
tally unreliable — he never finished the job. 


unrequited /,an-ri'kwart-ad/ adj [not grada- 
ble] (of love) felt toward someone who does not 
feel the same way toward you 


unresolved © / an-ri'zalvd, -'z2:lvd/ adj [not 

gradable] (esp. of a problem or difficulty) not 
solved or ended © The mayor’s race remains 
unresolved. 


unresponsive © /,an-r'span-siv/ adj not re- 
acting or answering, or not reacting or answering 
satisfactorily © The company has been unresponsive 
to her efforts to discuss a settlement. 


unrest /an'rest/ n [U] disagreements or fighting 
between groups of people © civil/social/labor un- 
rest © The president is cutting short an international 
trip because of growing unrest in his country. 


unrestrained © /,an-ri'streind/ adj [not 
gradable] not limited in any way © unrestrained 
fury © unrestrained capitalism 


unrestricted / an-ri'strik-tad/ adj not limited 

or controlled by rules or laws © A public library must 
allow the town's citizens unrestricted access to its 
resources. 


unrivaled /an'rat-vald/ adj having no equal; 
better than any others © unrivaled beauty 


unroll /an'roul/ v [I/T] to open and become flat 

from a rolled position, or to cause something to 
do this © [T] She unrolled a bolt of silk for us to look 
at. 


unruly /an'ru:-li/ adj difficult to control or man- 
age © Her unruly behavior caused chaos in class. 


unsafe /an'seif/ adj dangerous, or at risk O The 
bridge is closed because it’s unsafe. © Carol feels un- 
safe in planes. 


unsaid /an'sed/ adj [not gradable] not spoken, 
although thought of or felt © Some things are better 
left unsaid. 


unsanitary /an'szn-9,ter-i/ adj dirty, esp. ina 
way that is dangerous to health © unsanitary 
conditions 


unsatisfactory /,an set: as 'feek-ta-ri/ adj not 
good, or not good enough © Jacob’s answers were 
unsatisfactory. 


unsaturated /an'szt{-a,rert-ad/ n [not grad- 
able] chemistry 1 containing less of a substance 
than can be absorbed, and therefore not in a state 
of balance 2 Unsaturated also describes a HYDRO- 
CARBON in which the carbon atoms do not join as 
many HYDROGEN atoms as possible. 
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unsavory /an'ser-va-ri/ adj unpleasant or mor- 
ally offensive o He has a history of unsavory business 
dealings. 


unscathed /an'skeréd/ adj without injuries or 
damage being caused © | came away from the ac- 
cident unscathed, but the car got badly damaged. 


unscrew /an'skru:/ v[T] to remove the lid or top 
from something by twisting it, or to remove screws 
from something © Unscrew the gas cap. 


unscrupulous /an'skru:-pja-las/ adj willing to 
lie or cheat to succeed © an unscrupulous salesman 


unseasonable = /an'si:-za-na-bal/ adj (of 
weather) not usual for the time of year 0 We had 
an unseasonable warm spell in January. 


unseat /an'si:t/ v [T] to remove someone from 

a powerful job, esp. a job to which a person is 
elected © She has a good chance to unseat the 
governor. 


unseemly /an'si:m-li/ adj not suitable or polite 
© unseemly language © unseemly haste © unseemly 
behavior 


unseen /an'si:n/ adj, adv not seen or not able to 
be seen © She found the door open and slipped into 
the house unseen. 


unselfish /an'sel-f1{/ adj caring about or gen- 
erous toward others © He’s an unselfish player who 
puts team goals first. 


unsettled CHANGEABLE /an'set-*ld/ adj tend- 
ing to change suddenly; not having a regular pat- 
tern © Things are unsettled in the state's political 
arena. © The forecast is for unsettled weather, with 
more snow to come. 
unsettling /an'set-lin, -'set-2l-1n/ adj © A rise in 
unemployment has an unsettling effect on the stock 
market. 


ANXIOUS /an'set:*ld/ adj anxious and worried; un- 
able to relax © She was feeling unsettled the entire 
morning before her interview. 
unsettling /an'set-l1n, -'set-9l-19/ adj © I received 
the unsettling news that | may lose my job next 
month. 


unsightly /an'satt-li/ adj not pleasing to see; 
UNATTRACTIVE © The garden was full of unsightly 
weeds. 


unskilled /an'skild/ adj (of people) without any 
particular work skills, or (of work) not needing any 
particular skills © Unskilled workers may lose their 
Jobs. 


unsolicited /,an-sa'lis-at-ad/ adj not asked for 
O The proposed law would force senders of unsolicited 
e-mail to provide a valid return address. 


unsolved /an'salvd, -'ss:lvd/ adj not solved or 
explained © The detective has spent seven years in- 
vestigating the unsolved crime. 


unsophisticated /,an-sa'fis-ta,keit-ad/ adj 
not complicated, not educated, or without a good 
understanding of culture © He’s an unsophisticated 
man, but he has been very successful in business. 


unsound NOTACCEPTABLE /an'saund/ adj 
(esp. of activities) not suitable or acceptable © He 
was involved in unsound banking practices. 

WEAK /an'saund/ adj (esp. of a building) in bad 
condition and likely to fall down or fail © The bridge 
is structurally unsound. 


unspeakable /an'spi:-ka-bal/ adj too bad or 
shocking to be described or expressed © unspeak- 
able crimes 


unspecified © /an'spes-a faid/ adj [not grad- 
able] not stated or described in detail 0 The com- 
pany was sold for an unspecified amount. 


unspoken /an'spou-kan/ adj [not gradable] not 
stated, although thought, understood, or felt 0 We 
have an unspoken agreement to share the 
housework. 


unstable © /an'ster-bal/ adj 1 not firm and 
therefore not strong, safe, or likely to last © It is a 
poor and politically unstable country. 2 An unstable 
person suffers from sudden and extreme changes 
of mental state: He’s emotionally unstable — you 
never know how he'll react. 


unsteady /nn'sted-i/ adj moving or changing, 
or not firm © She’s been sick, and she’s still a bit 
unsteady on her feet. 


unstoppable /an'stap-a-bal/ adj continuous, 
or unable to be stopped © The band was enjoying 
what seemed to be an unstoppable rise in popularity. 


unsuccessful /,an-sak'ses-fal/ adj not ending 
in success, or not achieving success © After writing 
three unsuccessful plays, Miller finally had a hit. 
unsuccessfully /,an-sak'ses-fa-li/ adv © How- 
ard’s been unsuccessfully looking for an affordable 
apartment. 


unsuitable /an'surt-a-bal/ adj not right for a 
particular person, situation, or occasion © Parts of 
this movie may be unsuitable for children. 


unsung /an'san/ adj [not gradable] not noticed 
or praised for doing hard work, being brave, or 
achieving results © A teacher is often the unsung 
hero of a great writer's success. 


unsure /an'four/ adj 1 in doubt, or not certain o 
[+ question word] Officials were unsure who was in 
control of the city. 2 If you are unsure of yourself, 
you are not confident: He has been unsure of him- 
self ever since he failed to get that job. 


unsuspecting /,an-sa'spek-tin/ adj trusting; 
not aware of any danger or harm © The fish some- 
times leap into the air and smack into unsuspecting 
boaters. 


unswerving /an'sw3r-vin/ adj (esp. of trust or 
a belief) always strong; never weakening © un- 
swerving support 


untangle /nn'ten-gal/ v [T] to remove the 
knots from a mass of string, wire, hair, etc. and 
separate the different threads © / spent ages trying 
to untangle Rosie’s hair. © (fig.) It took years to un- 
tangle the facts of the case (= make them clear and 
understood). 
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unwanted 


untapped /an'tept/ adj [not gradable] (of a 

supply of something valuable) not yet used or 
taken advantage of © The country’s forests are 
largely untapped resources. 


untenable /an'ten-a-bal/ adj not able to be 

supported or defended against criticism, or no 
longer able to continue © The position of the play- 
ers’ union has become untenable. 


unthinkable /an'e1n-ko-bal/ adj too shocking 
or unlikely to be imagined as possible © A world 
without music would be unthinkable. 


IDIOM with unthinkable 


ethe unthinkable something that is very unlikely 
or undesirable © The president’s car did the unthink- 
able — it stopped at a red light. 


untidy /an'taid-i/ adj not neat or well-arranged 
© an untidy yard 


untie /an'tai/ v[T] pres. part. untying, past untied 
to unfasten a knot or something tied © / had to 
help her untie her shoelaces. 


until TIME /an til, an-, 9n-/, till prep, conjunction 
up to the stated time © / was up until 3 a.m. 
DISTANCE /an til, an-, 9n-/, till prep, conjunction as 
far as © Stay on the bus until 57th Street and then 
walk one block west. 


IDIOM with until 


enot until not before a stated time or event © 
Don't move until | tell you. 


untimely /an'taim-li/ adj (of something bad) 
happening unexpectedly early or at a time which 
is not suitable © A love of fast cars led to his untimely 
death at the age of 34. 


untiring /an'tar-rin/ adj (esp. of qualities such 
as energy, interest, and enthusiasm) never weak- 
ening © Without Tony’s untiring enthusiasm, this 
campaign would not have succeeded. 


unto /,an-ta, ‘an-tu:/ preposition old use to 0 Now 
someone has done unto you what you have been 
doing to others. 


untold /an'tould/ adj {not gradable] so great in 


amount or level that it can not be measured or 
expressed in words © The software saves the com- 
pany untold thousands in paper and labor. 


untouchable /an'tatf-a-bal/ adj [not grada- 

ble] not able to be punished, criticized, or changed 
in any way © His home run record remained 
untouchable. 


untouched /an'tatft/ adj [not gradable] 1 not 
changed or spoiled in any way © These prewar 
apartment buildings have been virtually untouched 
since they were built. 2 \f food is untouched, it has 
not been eaten: She left her dinner untouched. 


untoward /an'two:rd, -'twourd, -ta'waird/ adj 
[not gradable] not expected, not convenient, or 
not suitable © | was nervous about what he might 
do, but nothing untoward happened. 


untreated WITHOUT MEDICINE /an'tri:t-ad/ 
adj not given medical treatment © Depression is a 


very treatable disease but if left untreated it can be 
deadly. 


NOT PROCESSED /an'tri:t-ad/ adj not changed, im- 
proved, or made safe by a special process © un- 
treated wood/fabric © Up to 80 times a year, the 
untreated overflow from the factory is dumped into 
the river. 


untrue /an'tru:/ adj [not gradable] not true; 
false © Her remarks were irresponsible and untrue. 


unused /an'‘ju:zd/ adj [not gradable] not being 
used at present, or never having been used © The 
stationary exercise bike sits unused in the basement. 


unused to /an'‘ju:s-ta, -,tu:/ adj [not gradable] 
not familiar with (a particular habit or experience) 
© If you're unused to exercise you'll find your joints 
ache the next day. 


unusual /an'‘ju:-39-wal/ adj different from what 
is usual or expected © / was actually on time, which 
is unusual for me. 
unusually /an'ju-39-wa:li/ adv [not gradable] in 
a way or to a degree that is different from what is 
usual or expected © We had unusually warm 
weather in December. © There is no evidence of un- 
usually high rates of disease. 


WORD CHOICES unusual 


See also: different, special, strange 
Uncommon or rare can be used instead of “un- 
usual” when saying that something is unusual 
because it does not happen or exist very often. 
It’s not uncommon for people to become ill 
when they travel. 
This is a rare opportunity to see inside the 
building. 
If something is unusual because it is different 
from the way most people do things, the ad- 
jective unconventional can be used. 
| had a very unconventional childhood. 
Unique is used when something only happens 
once or only one of a particular thing exists. 
This is your chance to own a unique piece of 
jewelry. 
Exotic can be used for describing things which 
are unusual and exciting, especially because 
they relate to a foreign country. 
The room was decorated with exotic flowers. 
If something is unusual in an interesting and 
slightly odd way, you can use the words quirky 
or offbeat. 
He has a very quirky sense of humor. 
The movie is an offbeat romantic comedy. 
If a person is very unusual in a nice way, you 
can say that he or she is one of a kind. 
He was truly one of a kind, and will be missed 
greatly. 


unveil /an'veil/ v [T] to make something secret 
known © The president’s new policy was unveiled at 
the press conference. 


unwanted /an'wo:nt-od, -'want-, -'want-/ adj 
[not gradable] not desired or needed © Charities 
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unwarranted 


such as Computers for Schools are happy to take un- 
wanted computers. 


unwarranted /an‘war-ant-ad, -'wo:r-/ adj 
[not gradable] lacking a good reason; unnecessary 
© They denounced the investigation as an unwar- 
ranted interference with their business. 


unwelcome /an'wel-kam/ adj not wanted or 
desirable 0 Dogs stand watch for unwelcome visitors 
to the estate. 


unwieldy DIFFICULT TO MOVE /an'wi:l-di/ adj 
[not gradable] (of an object) difficult to move or 
handle because it is heavy, large, or a strange 
shape 

NOT EFFECTIVE /an'wi:|-di/ adj [not gradable] (of 
a system) difficult to manage, usually because it is 
too big or badly organized © an unwieldy 
bureaucracy 


unwilling /an'wil-19/ adj not wanting to do 
something © [+ to infinitive] The bank was unwilling 
to lend her money. 
unwillingly /an'wil-19:li/ adv [not gradable] 
unwillingness /an‘wil-19-nas/ n [U] 


WORD CHOICES unwilling 


If someone is unwilling to do something you 
can say formally that the person is loath to 
do it. 

! was loath to spend all the money at once. 
The verb balk can be used when someone is 
unwilling to do something or unwilling for 
something to happen. 

The governor balked at a proposal to raise the 

state sales tax. 
Reluctant can be used when someone is un- 
willing to do something and therefore is slow 
to do it. 

! was reluctant to leave because | was having 

such a good time. 
If someone is unwilling to do something but 
does it anyway, you can say that the person 
does it grudgingly or under protest. 

He grudgingly agreed to a meeting. 

He did pay but under protest. 


unwind UNFASTEN /an'waind/ v [T] past un- 
wound to unfasten something that is wrapped 
around an object © to unwind string 

RELAX /an'waind/, wind down v [I] past unwound 
to relax after a period of work or anxiety © /’m just 
going to watch some TV and unwind. 


unwise /an‘waiz/ adj not showing good judg- 
ment or understanding of a situation © We made 
several unwise investments and lost quite a bit of 
money. 
unwisely /an'waiz:li/ adv [not gradable] 


unwitting /an'wit-19/ adj [not gradable] with- 
out knowing or planning © The harmful radiation 
tests were performed long ago on unwitting subjects. 
unwittingly /an'wit-19-li/ adv [not gradable] 

unworkable /an'‘w2r-ka-bal/ adj (of a plan or 
a system) not practical or able to operate effec- 
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tively © The budget was considered unworkable and 
had to be revised. 


unwritten /an'rit-2n/ adj [not gradable] 1 not 
written 2 An unwritten law/rule is one that does 
not exist officially, but which people generally ac- 
cept and obey: There’s an unwritten rule at work 
that you don’t wear jeans. 


unwritten constitution n [C] politics & 
government the laws, legal decisions, and cus- 
toms that govern a country that does not have a 
CONSTITUTION (= a set of political principles) in a 
single written document 


unyielding /an'yi:|-din/ adj [not gradable] not 
giving up control or responsibility for (something) 
as a result of influence or persuasion © The econo- 
mist showed an unyielding commitment to tough fi- 
nancial stability. 


uNnZip /an'zip/ v [T] -pp- to open the ZIPPER (=a 
fastener consisting of two rows of metal or plastic 
teeth) on something 


Up HIGHER /ap/ adv [not gradable] toward a 
higher position, or toward a higher value, number, 
or level © Pick up your clothes and put them away. 
© We need to push sales figures up higher next quar- 
ter. O The kids were jumping up and down on the 
bed. 
up /ap/ prep © We followed the others up the stairs. 
up /ap/ adj [not gradable] © Take the up escalator 
to the housewares department. © Gas prices are up 
(= have increased). 
up /ap/ v[T] -pp- infm/ to increase the amount or 
level of something © We won't be able to make a 
profit unless we up our prices. 
up /Ap/ rn infmi 

VERTICAL /ap/ adv [not gradable] in or into a ver- 
tical position © She jumped up to answer the phone. 
© They put up (= built) the house in a matter of 
weeks. 

TOP /ap/ adv [not gradable] in a high position; at 
the top O They moved to a house up in the hills. 
up /ap/ prep at the top of © His house is up the hill. 

ALONG /ap/ prep (farther) along © There’s a coffee 
shop just up the street. 


INCREASINGLY /ap/ adv [not gradable] to a greater 
degree; in order to increase © The afternoon sun 
really heats up this room (= increases the heat in 
this room). © Please speak up (= louder) - | can’t 
hear you. 


OUT OF BED /ap/ adj, adv [not gradable] out of bed 
© What time did you get up? 

INTO EXISTENCE /ap/ adv [not gradable] into ex- 
istence, view, or consideration © | didn’t hesitate to 
bring up the salary issue. © Something came up at 
the office and | had to work late. 
up /ap/ adj [not gradable] © What's up (= What is 
happening or What is wrong)? 

EQUAL /ap/ adv [not gradable] so as to be equal in 
quality or achievement © It’s impossible to keep up 
with all the new computer developments. 

NEAR /ap/ adv [not gradable] very near © He walked 
right up to me and introduced himself. © The cop 
pushed me up against the wall. 
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TOGETHER /ap/ adv [not gradable] in a state of be- 
ing together with other similar things © Gather up 
your things — it’s time to go. O She added up the 
numbers in her head. 


TIGHTLY /ap/ adv [not gradable] tightly or firmly in 
order to keep something safe or in position © Tie 
the boat up at the dock. © You'd better bundle up (= 
wear warm clothes) — it’s cold outside. 


IN OPERATION /ap/ adj [not gradable] (of a system 
or machine, esp. a computer) operating, esp. in its 
usual way © The new inventory system should be up 
and running by the end of the month. 


SMALLER /ap/ adv [not gradable] made smaller in 
area or amount, esp. by cutting or dividing © Cut 
the cheese up into bite-size pieces. © They broke the 
company up into three separate units. © He folded 
up the newspaper and put it in his briefcase. 

AGE /ap/ adv [not gradable] to a greater age © She 
wants to be a singer when she grows up. 

INTENDED /ap/ adj [not gradable] intended, sug- 
gested, or being considered © The house at the end 
of our street is up for sale. © Ray’s up for promotion. 
up /ap/ adv [not gradable] © They put the building 
up for sale (= offered it for sale). 

INTO IMPROVED POSITION /ap/ adv [not gradable] 
into an improved position or state © By the third 
lap, Simms had moved up into second position. 
up /ap/n 

ENDED /ap/ adj, adv [not gradable] finished, or to 
an end, finish, or state of being completed © Finish 
up your breakfast — it’s almost time for school. 0 My 
time is almost up on the parking meter. 

TOWARD NORTH /ap/ adv [not gradable] toward 
the north © She comes up from Washington about 
once a month. 


IDIOMS with up 


eon the up and up honest and fair to everyone © 
There is skepticism among many voters that the elec- 
tion is going to be conducted on the up and up. 
eup and about, up and around infm! feeling well 
enough to get out of bed and move around 

eup and do something to do something that ts un- 
expected or different 0 After 20 years of marriage, 
she up and left him. 

eup for grabs available © The job was still up for 
grabs. : 

eup in arms angry or upset © The union is up in 
arms over the reduction in health benefits. 

eup in the air uncertain and with an unknown 
result O The whole future of the project is still up in 
the air. 

eup the creek, up a creek infm/ in a difficult situa- 
tion O If any more people quit, we'll really be up the 
creek. 

eup to par feeling or performing as good as usual, 
with nothing wrong © Jenny had not been up to par 
physically and did not come close to winning a 
medal. 

eup to scratch as good as the usual standard © 
The last few episodes of the TV program haven't been 
quite up to scratch. 

eup to snuff good enough © Her work isn’t up to 
snuff. 


___ uphold 


eup to speed performing at a desirable level © /t 
took me a while to get up to speed after the flu. 
eup till, up to, up until until © Up to yesterday, we 
had no idea where the child was. 


up-and-coming adj likely to achieve success 
in the near future © Tatiana is an up-and-coming 
young actress. 


up and down avv in one direction and then 
in the opposite direction, esp. repeatedly © The 
dog was running up and down the path. 


upbeat /ap'bi:t/ adj full of hope, happiness, and 
good feelings © The mood is upbeat at Shaw's cam- 
paign headquarters tonight. 


upbringing /'ap ,brin-19/ n[C usually sing] the 
way in which someone is treated and trained as a 
child © Who can argue with the healthy upbringing 
of happy children? 


upcoming /‘ap'kam-in/ adj [not gradable] hap- 
pening soon © Party officials met to nominate can- 
didates for the upcoming election. 


update /np'deit/ v [T] 1 to make something 
more accurate and suitable for use now by show- 
ing new facts or conditions © The school’s budget 
is updated annually. 0 When you move, don’t forget 
to update your mailing address. 2 To update is also 
to make something more modern: The old proce- 
dures need to be updated and streamlined. 
update /'ap-deit/ n [C] new or more accurate 
information based on new facts or conditions © 
You can get hourly news updates on the Internet. 


upfront CLEAR /ap 'frant/ adj, adv [not grada- 

ble] speaking or behaving in a way that makes 
your intentions and beliefs clear © She’s very up- 
front about her feelings. 


IN ADVANCE /ap'frant/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
paid or obtained in advance © The roofer wants 
20% of the money upfront. 


upgrade /ap 'greid/ v[T] to improve the quality 
or usefulness of something, or to raise something 
or someone to a higher position or rank © /f you 
want to raise rents, you have to upgrade the housing 
first. 0 They‘re spending more than $4 million next 
year to upgrade computer systems. © In 1992 the 
college was upgraded to a university. 0 We were up- 
graded from tourist to business class on our flight to 
London. 


upheaval /ap ‘hi:-val/ n [C/U] (a) great change, 
causing or involving difficulty or trouble o [U] The 
long garbage strike in 1970 caused much political 
upheaval. 


uphill /ap'hil/ adj, adv 1 leading to a higher 
place on a slope © The runners began the uphill 
climb to the finish line. © As we started driving uphill, 
the car made a strange noise. 2 fig. Uphill can also 
mean difficult and needing a large amount of ef- 
fort: Recovering from the accident will be an uphill 
battle for her, but she’s doing well. 


uphold /ap'‘hould/ v [T] past upheld to defend 
or maintain a principle or law, or to state that a 
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decision that has already been made, esp. a legal 
one, is correct O The Supreme Court upheld Califor- 
nia’s term limit measure. 


upholster /2'poul-star/ v [T] to fill a seat, chair, 
or SOFA with a suitable material and cover it with 
cloth 
upholstery /a'poul-sta-ri/ n [U] the cloth and 
other materials used in upholstering furniture, or 
the process of using them 


upkeep /'ap-ki:p/ n [U] the process or cost of 
keeping something, such as a building, in good 
and usable condition © It costs the landlord about 
$2000 a month just for upkeep. 


uplifting /ap'lif-tr9/ adj [not gradable] positive 
in a way that encourages the improvement of a 
person’s mood or spirit © uplifting words/music 


upon /a'pan, a'ps:n/ prep 1 on © That depends 
upon the circumstances. © She insisted upon knowing 
the truth. 2 Upon can be used to show that some- 
thing happens soon after, and often because of, 
something else: Upon hearing the good news, we 
all congratulated Murphy. 


upper /‘ap-ar/ adj [not gradable] at a higher po- 
sition or level (than something else), or being the 
top part of something © Our company occupied the 
three upper floors of the building. 
upper /'ap-ar/ n[C] the top part of a shoe 


uppercase /,ap-ar'kers/ n(U] writing the large 
form of letters when they are printed or written; 
capital letters © Compare LOWERCASE 
uppercase /,ap-ar'kers/ adj [not gradable] 


upper class n the group of people who have 
the highest position and the most social and eco- 
nomic influence in a society 


uppermost /'ap-ar moust/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] in the highest position, or most important © 
Her health is uppermost in my mind. 


uppity /'ap-at-i/ adj disapproving acting in a way 
that is too confident for someone in your social 
class or for your young age © / was just an uppity 
kid. 

upright STRAIGHT /‘ap-rait/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] (standing or being) vertical and as straight 
as possible © He stood upright. 


MORAL /'ap-rait/ adj honest, responsible, and 
moral © an upright young man 


uprising /‘ap,rar-zin/ n [C] an act of opposition 
by many people, sometimes using violence, 
against those who are in power 


uproar /'ap-ro:r, -,rour/ n [C/U] loud complaints 
esp. by angry people, or a noisy state of confusion 
© [C] There was an uproar over the proposed rent 
increases. 


uproot PULL /ap'ru:t/ v [T] to pull a plant in- 
cluding its roots out of the ground 


REMOVE /ap'ru:t/ v [T] to remove someone from 
his or her home or usual surroundings © He had 


been with the team six years and didn’t wish to up- 
root his family to play in a different city. 


ups and downs p!ngood and bad things that 
happen to someone or something during a period 
© the ups and downs of marriage 


upscale /'ap-skerl/ adj characteristic of or suit- 
able for the wealthy © an upscale residential neigh- 
borhood © an upscale restaurant 


upset WorRY /ap'set/ v [T] pres. part. upsetting, 
past upset to make someone worried, unhappy, or 
angry © The governor's veto upset a lot of people. 
upset /ap'set/ adj © Mom gets really upset if we 
don’t call and tell her where we are. © She was very 
upset about losing her wallet. 
upsetting /ap'set-1n/ adj © an upsetting remark 

CHANGE /ap'set/ v[T] pres. part. upsetting, past up- 
set to change the usual or expected state or order 
of something in a way that stops it from happen- 
ing or working © The airline strike could upset our 
vacation plans. 
upset /‘ap-set/ n [C] (in sports) a surprising vic- 
tory by a person or team that was expected to lose 
FEEL ILL /ap'set/ v[T] pres. part. upsetting, past up- 
set to make your stomach feel bad © an upset 
stomach 


WORD FAMILY upset 


Nouns upset 
Verbs 


Adjectives upset 
upsetting 


upset 


upshot /'np-fat/ n [C usually sing] something 
that happens as a result of other actions, events, 
or decisions © The upshot of the discussions was that 
no one will be laid off. 


upside /‘ap-said/ n [U] the positive part of a sit- 
uation © /t’s too bad we can’t go until Thursday, but 
the upside is that we get to stay through the week- 
end. © Compare DOWNSIDE 


upside down adj, adv [not gradable] having 
the part that is usually at the top turned to be at 
the bottom © He put the pots upside down ona dish 
towel to let them dry. 


upstage /ap'sterd3/ v [T] to take people’s atten- 
tion away from someone and make them listen to 
or look at you instead © The mayor doesn’t like to 
be upstaged by his subordinates — he likes to make 
all the public announcements. 


upstairs /‘ap'sterz, -'staerz/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] toward or on the higher floor or floors of a 
building 


upstanding /ap'stzen-din/ adj approving behav- 
ing in a moral way © She is an upstanding member 
of the community. 


upstart /'ap-start/ adj [not gradable] new and 
not experienced © Upstart airlines like Southwest 
are competing today with the established carriers like 
Delta. 


upstate /ap'stert/ adj, adv to or in the northern 
part of a state O She came to New York from a small 
town upstate because she wanted to be a dancer. 
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urn 


upstream /ap'stri:m/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
against the current toward the starting point of a 
river © Rowing upstream was hard going. 0 Com- 
pare DOWNSTREAM 


upsurge /'np-s3rd3/ n [C] a sudden or large in- 
crease O Department stores report a recent upsurge 
in credit-card fraud. 


upswing /'ap-swin/ n [C] an increase or im- 
provement © Many analysts are predicting an up- 
swing in the economy. 


uptight /'ap 'tait/ adj infm! nervous, anxious, or 
worried © | was really uptight about the interview, 
but it went fine. 


up to ALMOST EQUAL /'np-ta/ adv less than or 
equal to, but not more than, a stated value, num- 
ber, level, or time © Research suggests that up to 
half of those who were prescribed the drug suffered 
side effects. © You have up to ten minutes. 
RESPONSIBILITY /,,p-ta/ prep being the responsi- 
bility of (someone) © The decision is up to you. © If 
it were up to me, I'd do it. 

DOING /,ap-ta/ prep doing (something that might 
be bad or illegal), often secretly © When it’s so 
quiet, | think the kids are up to something. 


up-to-date adj having the most recent infor- 
mation, or using the newest methods or tools © 
We go to a lot of trouble to keep our database up- 
to-date. 


up-to-the-minute adj containing the very 
latest information or being the newest © up-to-the- 
minute news reports 


uptown /ap'taun/ adj, adv [not gradable] in or 
toward the northern part of a city or town O We 
could walk uptown or we could take the train. 


upward /'ap-ward/, upwards /'ap-wardz/ adv 
[not gradable] from a lower to a higher position, 
level, or value © Tachi glanced upward to the stars. 
© The stock market charged upward yesterday. 
upward /'ap-ward/ adj [not gradable] © It was 
an upward climb to the campsite. 


upwind /ap'wind/ adj, advin the direction from 
which the wind is blowing © Stay upwind of the 
fumes if you can. O Opposite: DOWNWIND 


uranium /ju'rer-ni::am/ n [U] physics a heavy 
metal that is RADIOACTIVE and is used in the pro- 
duction of nuclear power and nuclear weapons 


Uranus /‘jur-a-nas, ju'rei-nas/ n [U] the planet 
seventh in order of distance from the sun, after 
Saturn and before Neptune » Picture: solar 
system 


urban /'3r-ban/ adj of or in a city or town © Many 
Americans were leaving the farm for the promise of 
urban life. 0 Over 82% of Texans live in urban areas. 
© Compare RURAL 


urbane /sr'bern/ adj having an understanding 
of the world and showing experience and confi- 
dence © urbane conversation/pleasures © His urbane 
manners impressed me. 


urbanization /,3r-ba-na'zer- fan, -nai'zei-/ n 
[U] social studies the process of becoming more 
like a city 


urban renewal rn [U] the replacement of 
buildings in a city, esp. of whole neighborhoods of 
housing 


urban sprawl n [U] the spread of a city into 
the area surrounding it, often without planning © 
Huge tourist attractions have produced choking ur- 
ban sprawl. 


urchin /'3r-t{an/ n[C] dated a small child who is 
badly dressed and dirty © urchins playing in the 
See. 


urea /ju'rit-a/ n[U] biology a colorless substance 
found in urine 


urethra /ju'ri:-6ra/ n [C] medical a tube in mam- 
mals that carries urine out of the body, and also 
carries sperm in males 


urge ADVISE /3rd3/ v [T] to encourage someone 
strongly to do something or to ask that something 
be done © Party leaders urged her to run for 
Congress. 

DESIRE /3rd3/ n[C] a strong desire or need © a hu- 
man/natural urge © Sometimes | get an urge to go 
swimming at lunchtime. 


PHRASAL VERB with urge 


eurge someone on {M] to encourage someone © 
His parents urge him on to greater and greater 
accomplishments. 


urgent /'3r-dzant/ adj needing immediate atten- 
tion © The plumbing in this building is in urgent need 
of repair. 
urgency /'3r-d3an-si/ n [U] © There was a sense 
of urgency in her voice. 
urgently /'3r-d3ant-li/ adv © Flood victims ur- 
gently need medical care. 


WORD FAMILY urgent 


Nouns 


urgency Adverbs —_ urgently 


Adjectives urgent 


uric acid /‘jur-1k 'zs-ad/ n[U] biology 1 an acid 
that is produced during METABOLISM (= the pro- 
cesses by which a living thing uses food for energy 
and growth) and is removed from the body in the 
urine 2 


urine /‘jur-an/ n (U] biology liquid waste ex- 
creted by people and animals 
urinate /‘jur-a,neit/ v [I] to excrete urine 
urinal /‘jor-an-l/ n [C] a device to urinate in, 
used by men and boys and usually attached to a 
wall 


URL n [C] abbreviation for uniform resource locator 
(= the address of a page on the Internet) © There 
you can type ina company’s URL to search for records 
and complaints. 


urn /3rn/ n [C] a large, round container from 
which coffee or tea is served, or a decorative con- 
tainer, esp. one that holds the ASHES of the body 
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of a dead person after it has been CREMATED (= 
burned) 


us /as, as/ pronoun [pl] the person speaking with 
other people included; the form of “we” that fol- 
lows the verb © Thanks for giving us a lift to the 
airport. 


US /ju:'es/ n [U] abbreviation for United States o a 
US citizen 


USA / ju: ,es'e1/ n [U] abbreviation for United States 
of America. 


usage USE OF WORDS /'ju:-sid3, -z1d3/ n [C/U] 
the way in which words are used by the people 
who speak and write a particular language, or an 
example of such use 0 [C] We use African-American, 
which is the current preferred usage. 


USE OF THINGS /‘ju:-std3, -z1d3/ n [U] the use of 
something, the way in which it is used, or how 
much it has been used © The study tracks credit card 
usage over the last ten years. 


USB n [C] abbreviation for universal serial bus (= a 
type of computer connection that is used for prin- 
ters and many other devices) © / plugged my digital 
camera into the USB port and the operating system 
instantly recognized it. 


use PUT INTO SERVICE /ju:z/ v [T] to put some- 
thing into your service for a purpose © Do you know 
how to use a computer? 0 We could use your help. © 
She uses so many big words, it’s hard to understand 
her. 
use /ju:s/ n [C/U] 1 [C] There are so many uses for 
computers in the classroom. © [U] We need to look 
closely at our energy use and its environmental im- 
pact. © [U] Do you have any use for these old mag- 
azines? © [U] After her stroke, she lost the use of her 
left arm. 2 If someone or something is of no use, 
it cannot be of help: [U] There’s no use paying for 
a permit if you won't need it. 0 [U] He was of no use 
to us because he couldn't work every day. 
usable /'ju:-za-bal/ adj o The house needs a lot of 
work to make it usable. 
useful /'ju:s-fal/ adj helping you to do or obtain 
something © Your advice was very useful, saving me 
a lot of time. 
usefully /'jurs-fa-li/ adv o | was usefully occupied 
packing dishes all morning. 
usefulness /'ju:s-fal-nas/ n[U] © There is no ques- 
tion of the usefulness of aspirin. 
useless /‘ju:-slas/ adj of no value; worthless o 
With dead batteries, the flashlight was useless. 
user /'‘ju:-zar/ n[C] © a library/computer usero The 
number of cell phone users has grown tremendously. 


WORD CHOICES use | wt J 


See also: valuable 
If something is useful because it helps you do 
or achieve something, you can describe it as 
helpful or valuable. 

They gave us some really helpful advice. 

He was able to provide the police with some 

valuable information. 

The adjective invaluable means “extremely 
useful.” 


The Internet is an invaluable resource for 
teachers. 

An activity which is useful but requires a lot of 
effort is sometimes described as worthwhile. 

It’s a difficult course but it’s very worthwhile. 
Something which is useful because it is simple 
to use is often described as handy. 

That’s a handy little gadget. 
lf speech or writing contains a lot of useful in- 
formation, you can describe it as informative 
or instructive. 


It’s an interesting and highly informative 
book. 


MAKE IT LESS /ju:z/ v [T] to reduce the amount of 
something © We have used all the funds in that 
account. 


ACT SELFISH /ju:z/ v[T] to be friendly toward some- 
one for your own advantage or purposes © She 
used him to help her get into movies and then dis- 
carded him. 


WORD FAMILY use 


Nouns usage Adjectives reusable 
use used 
misuse unused 
usefulness usable 
user useful 


ae useless 


misuse 
reuse 


Adverbs 


usefully 


IDIOM with use 


ein use being used 0 Is the washing machine in use 
right now? 


PHRASAL VERB with use 


euse up something [M] to use all of something, so 
that nothing is left © Have we used up all of the 
paper towels? 


used /ju:zd/ adj [not gradable] already owned or 
put to a purpose by someone else; not new o We're 
looking for a used car in good condition. 


IDIOM with used 


eused to (doing) something familiar with a condi- 
tion or activity © We were used to a cold climate, so 
the weather didn’t bother us. © She’s used to working 
hard. 


used to /'ju:s-ta, -tu, -,tu:/ modal verb done or 
experienced in the past, but no longer done or 
experienced © / used to eat meat, but now I’m a 
vegetarian. © We don’t go to the movies now as often 
as we used to. 


user-friendly adj easy for people to work with 
O This software is very user-friendly. 


usher /'nJ-ar/ v [T always + adv/prep] to show 
someone where to go or where to sit © [T] The 
guard ushered the jury members into the courtroom. 
usher /'af-ar/ n[C] © The usher showed us to front- 
row seats. 
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PHRASAL VERB with usher 


eusher someone/something in [M] to welcome 
someone, or signal the beginning of something © 
The party was an elegant way to usher in the new 
year. 


usual /‘ju:-39-wal/ adj [not gradable] happening 
or done most of the time; ordinary © /'l/ put the 
keys in the usual place. © If you can believe it, the 
food was worse than usual. 
usually /‘ju:-3a-wa-li/ adv [not gradable] © He 
usually gets home from work at about six. 


usurp /ju's3rp, -'z3rp/ v [T] fm/ to take power or 
control of something by force or without the right 
to do so © Some senators fear the organization will 
usurp congressional power. 


utensil /ju'ten-sal/ n [C] a device or tool having 
a particular use, esp. in a kitchen © We packed 
plates, cups, napkins, and eating utensils for the 
picnic. 

uterine /‘ju:t-a-ran, -,rain/ adj [not gradable] 
medical of or relating to the uterus © uterine cancer 


uterus /‘ju:t-9-ras/ n[C] biology the organ in the 
body of a woman or other female mammal in 
which a baby develops before birth; WOMB 


utility © USEFULNESS /ju:'til-at-i/ n [U] ability 
to satisfy a particular need; usefulness © Its basic 
utility lies in being able to drive where other vehicles 
can’t go. 

PUBLIC SERVICE /ju: 'til-at-i/ n [C] a supply of gas, 
electricity, water, or telephone service to homes 
and businesses, or a business that supplies such 
services © a utility bill O After | call the movers, I'll 
call to have the utilities turned on. 


utility pole n [C] a TELEPHONE POLE 


utilize © /‘ju:t-2l a1z/ v[T] to make use of some- 
thing © The library’s great collection allowed me to 
utilize many rare sources. 
utilization © /,ju:t-l-a'zer-fan/ n [U] the use 
of something 


utmost /'at-moust/ adj [not gradable] greatest 
or most or farthest © Speed was of the utmost 
importance. 
utmost /'at-moust/ n[U] the most or best that is 
possible © He’s doing his utmost to disrupt the 
proceedings. 


utopia /ju'tou-pi:-2/ n [C/U] social studies a 
perfect society in which everyone is happy © [U] 
The idea of America as utopia has recurred through- 
out our history. © [C] When plans to rebuild the 
neighborhood were first announced, I’d been hoping 
for a utopia. 
utopian /ju 'tou:pi:-an/ adj social studies having 
the characteristics and organization of a perfect 
society © a utopian vision O utopian communities 


utter COMPLETE /'‘at-oar/ adj [not gradable] com- 
plete or extreme © What an utter fool | was! 
utterly /‘at-ar-li/ adv © She felt isolated and utterly 
alone. 


SAY /'at-ar/ v[T] to say something or make a sound 
with your voice © She sat through the entire meeting 
and didn’t utter a word. 
utterance /‘at-a-rans/ n [C] fmi © We hope their 
utterances will be matched by their actions. 


U-turn 180 DEGREE TURN n [C] a turn like a U, 
made by a vehicle to go back in the direction from 
which it came © | was making a U-turn into the 
southbound lanes. 

CHANGE OF OPINION n [C] a complete change 
from one opinion or plan to an opposite one 
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V LETTER, v /vi:/ n[C] p/ V's, Vs, v’s, vs the 22nd 
letter of the English alphabet 

NUMBER, v /vi:, fatv/ number the ROMAN NUMERAL 
for the number 5 


vacant EMPTY /'ver-kant/ adj [not gradable] (of 
a place) not being lived in or used, or (of a job or 
office) available for someone to do 0 We have three 
vacant apartments in our building. 
vacancy /'ver-kan-si/ n [C] a place or position 
that is available © The motel was full — we saw the 
“No Vacancy” sign. © These companies have a lot of 
vacancies (= jobs) to fill, and they pay well. 


NOT AWARE /'ver-kant/ adj not showing much 
awareness or interest in the world around you © 
There was a sad, vacant look in his eyes. 


vacate /'ver-keit, ver'kert/ v [T] to leave a place 
or position © When he left the university, he had to 
vacate his university-provided housing. 


vacation /ver'ker- Jan, va-/ n [C/U] a period of 
time to relax or travel for pleasure instead of doing 
your usual work or school activities © [C] The family 
had just left for a vacation in the Bahamas. © [U] We 
always went on vacation in August. 
vacation /ver'ker-fan, va-/ v [| always + adv/ 
prep] © He was vacationing in San Francisco. 
vacationer /ver'ker-Ja-nar, va-/ n [C] © Tourists 
and winter vacationers are now key to the economy. 


vaccine /'veek:si:n, vaek'si:n/ n[C] a special sub- 
stance that you take into your body to prevent a 
disease, and that contains a weakened or dead 
form of the disease-causing organism 
vaccinate /'vak-sa,nert/ v [T] © Our children 
have been vaccinated for measles and other child- 
hood diseases. 
vaccination /,vek-sa'ner-fan/ n [C] © Most 
states require all children to receive the vaccination 
before beginning elementary school. 


vacillate /'vzs-a let/ v [I] to be unable to de- 
cide something and esp. to continue to change 
opinions © The president continues to vacillate over 
foreign policy. 


vacuole /‘vek-ja,woul/ n[C] biology a space in- 
side a living cell, often containing a liquid > Pic- 
ture: cell 


vacuous /'vek:ja-was/ adj not showing pur- 
pose, meaning, or intelligence; empty © To seem 
real to your readers, your characters must not be vac- 
uous, but complex human beings with ordinary dif- 
ficulties and goals. 


vacuum /'vek-juim, -ju-om/ n [C] physics a 
space without any gas or other matter in it, or a 
space from which most of the air or gas has been 
removed © Edison knew that he had to create a 
vacuum inside the lightbulb. © (fig.) No marriage ex- 
ists in a vacuum (= in a situation where nothing 
else has any influence). 


vacuum /'vek-ju:m, -ju-am/ v [I/T] to clean 
something by using a VACUUM CLEANER © [T] Then 
| vacuumed the carpet. 


vacuum bottle n [C] a THERMOS 


vacuum cleaner, short form vacuum n [C] a 
piece of electrical equipment that sucks dirt from 
floors and other surfaces 


vagina /va'd3ar-na/ n [C] the part of the body 
of a woman or other female mammal that con- 
nects the outer sex organs to the uterus 
vaginal /'veed3-an-Al/ adj [not gradable] 


vagrant /'ver-grant/ n [C] a person who has no 
home or job and who moves from place to place 


vague /veig/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 not clearly 
stated, described, or explained, or not clearly seen 
or felt 0 She had a vague feeling that something had 
gone terribly wrong. © | have only a vague memory 
of the house where | lived as a child. 2 A person who 
is vague is not able or does not wish to state, de- 
scribe, or explain something clearly: Officials were 
vague about the ship’s location. 
vaguely /'ver-gli/ adv © She stood in silence for 
several minutes, only vaguely aware of the people 
around her. 


vain UNSUCCESSFUL /vein/ adj [-er/-est only] un- 
successful or useless; failing to achieve a purpose 
© a vain attempt to avoid responsibility 0 Employers 
clearly hoped that the workers would stay longer, but 
their efforts were largely in vain (= unsuccessful). 


SELFISH /vetn/ adj [-er/-est only] too proud of your- 
self, esp. in your appearance or achievements © 
Related noun: VANITY 


valedictorian / vzl-a dik'to:r-i:-an, -'tour-/ n 
[C] a student, usually the one who has the best 
school record in a group of students, and who 
makes a speech at the group’s GRADUATION cer- 
emony (= ceremony to recognize their studies are 
completed) : 


valence /'ver-lans/ n [C] chemistry the ability of 
an atom to combine with other atoms, measured 
by the number of ELECTRONS it will lose, add, or 
share 


valentine /'vzl-an tain/ n [C] someone you 
love or admire affectionately 


valentine card, short form valentine n [C] a 
decorative card given on VALENTINE’S DAY to 
someone that you admire or love © Schoolteachers 
get lots of valentine cards from their first-graders on 
Valentine's Day. 


Valentine’s Day n [C] February 14th, when 
people give small presents, chocolate candy, flow- 
ers, or cards to someone they admire or love. 


valet /vz'ler, 'vael-e1/ n[C] (esp. in the past) the 
personal male servant of a wealthy man, or (in the 
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present) an employee of a restaurant or hotel, who 
puts your car in a parking space for you © Valet 
parking is available for our customers. 


valiant /'vel-jant/ adj brave or determined, esp. 
when conditions are difficult or dangerous © The 
team made a valiant effort to take the lead in the 
third quarter, but they were too far behind. 


valid © /'vzl-ed/ adj 1 based on truth or reason; 
able to be accepted © The money was gone, and 
the only valid conclusion was that someone had sto- 
len it. 2 A valid document is legally acceptable, 
usually because it has been done according to of- 
ficial rules: You must have a valid driver’s license to 
drive a car. 

validate © /'vel-a,deit/ v [T] to make some- 
thing officially acceptable or approved © A signa- 
ture is one of the ways you validate checks and 
contracts. 

validation © /,vel-a'der fan/ n [U] © External 
validation of the teachers’ assessments is recom- 
mended. 

validity © /va'lid-at-i/ n (U] © Some experts 
questioned the validity of the president's ideas. 
validly ® /'vel-ad-li/ adv 


valley /'vel-i/ n [C] an area of low land between 
hills or mountains, often with a river or stream run- 
ning through it 


valor, Cdn, 8r valour /'vzl-ar/ n[U] fm/ great brav- 
ery © Six members of the platoon already have been 
recommended for medals of valor. 


value IMPORTANCE /'vel-ju:/ n [U] importance, 
worth, or benefit © They discussed the value of hav- 
ing cameras in the courtroom. © The value of the 
thing (= its worth in money) was probably only a 
few dollars but it had great sentimental value. 
value /'vel-ju:/ v [T] to consider something as 
important and worth having © / value his friendship 
more than I can ever say. 
valuable /'vel-ja-wa-bal, -ja-bal/ adj important, 
useful, or beneficial © Niekro was named the most 
valuable player in baseball. © They perform valuable 
services for poor, rural women. 


WORD CHOICES value | 


See also: useful 
If something is valuable because it helps you 
do or achieve something, you can describe it 
as helpful or useful. 
They gave us some really helpful advice. 
She made a really useful contribution to the 
project. 
Something which is valuable because it pro- 
duces useful results may be described as con- 
structive, productive, or fruitful. 
It was a very constructive discussion. 
We had a very productive meeting and dealt 
with a lot of problems. 
It was a fruitful partnership for both 
organizations. 


vandal 


An activity which is valuable but requires a lot 
of effort is sometimes described as worthwhile. 
It’s a difficult course but it’s very worthwhile. 
If speech or writing contains a lot of valuable 
information, you can describe it as informative 

or instructive. 


It’s an interesting and highly informative 
book. 


MONEY /'veel-ju:/ n [C/U] the amount of money 
that can be received for something; the worth of 
something in money © [C] a decline in property val- 
ues © [U] The value of the dollar fell against the mark 
and the yen yesterday. 
value /'veel-ju:/ v [T] to state the worth of some- 
thing © The painting was valued at $450,000. 
valuable /'vel-ja-wa-bal, -ja-bal/ adj worth a lot 
of money © ABC's valuable radio and TV licenses are 
up for renewal. 
valuables /'vel-ja-wa-balz, -ja-balz/ pl n small 
objects, esp. jewelry, that can be sold for a lot of 
money © You may store your valuables in the hotel 
safe while you are here. 
valuation /,vel-ja'wer-fan/ n[C] the act of say- 
ing how much something is worth © When Wall 
Street finally realized its dot-com valuations were off 
by 90% to 100%, the stock market damage was 
spectacular. 

NUMBER /'veel-ju:/ n[C] mathematics the number 
or amount that a letter or symbol represents 

ART /'veel-ju:/ n[C] art the degree of light or dark- 
ness in a color, or the relation between light and 
shade in a work of art 


WORD FAMILY value 


Nouns valuables 


Adjectives valuable 
value invaluable 
values 


: Verbs 
valuation 


value 
undervalue 


value judgment n [C] a personal opinion 
about whether something is good or bad 


values /'vzl-ju:z/ p/n the principles that help you 
to decide what is right and wrong, and how to act 
in various situations © The political platform is based 
on traditional values associated with the rural South. 


valve /velv/ n[C] a device that controls the flow 
of air or liquid from one place to another © a heart 
valve © The explosion apparently was caused by a 
faulty gas valve. 


vampire /'vam-pair/ n [C] an imaginary crea- 
ture, said to be a dead person returned to life, who 
sucks blood from people at night 


van /ven/ n[C] a box-shaped road vehicle of me- 
dium size © a delivery van 


vandal /'ven-d@l/ n[C usually pl] a person, often 
in a group, who intentionally damages public or 
private property 
vandalism /'vzen-d@l ,1z-am/ n [U] © The mayor 
promised to crack down on vandalism. 
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vandalize /'vzn-d@l,aiz/ v [T] © The teenager 
was accused of vandalizing cars. 


vanguard /'ven-gard/ n[U] 1 the front part of 
a group of people who are moving forward, esp. 
an army 2 The vanguard is also the people who 
are making changes or new developments in 
something: These craftspeople are in the vanguard 
in the art of modern furniture design. 


vanilla /va'nil-a, -'nel-a/ n [U] a substance made 
from the seeds of a plant, used to give flavor to 
sweet foods © vanilla yogurt 


vanish /'ven-1f/ v [I] to disappear or stop exist- 
ing, esp. suddenly © Her smile vanished. 


vanishing point n [U] art the point in a 
drawing or painting where parallel lines seem to 
meet at a far distance > Picture: perspective 


vanity /'veen-at-i/ n [U] the personal character- 
istic of being too proud of and interested in your- 
self, esp. in your appearance or achievements © 
Related adjective: VAIN SELFISH 


vanquish /'ven-kwif, ven-/ v [T] to defeat 
completely © Smallpox, a once deadly disease, has 
now been vanquished. 


vantage point /‘vent-1d3,p2int/ n [C] 1a 
place that provides a good view © From our vantage 
point atop the mountain, we could see the whole city 
below. 2 A vantage point is also a way of thinking 
or a set of opinions based on your particular situ- 
ation: Recently, | asked him from his vantage point 
how the media have changed over the years. 


vapor, Cdn, 8 vapour /'ve1-par/ n [C/U] chemis- 
try a gas that escapes from a liquid or solid, esp. 
as a result of heating © [U] Warm air is able to hold 
more water vapor than cold air. 
vaporize /'ver-pa,raiz/ v [I/T] chemistry to turn 
from a solid or liquid into a gas, or to cause this to 
happen © [Il] When water boils, it vaporizes. 
vaporization /,ver-pa-ra'zer fan/ n [U] chem- 
istry the process of changing from a solid or liquid 
into a gas 


variable © CHANGING /'ver-i:-a-bal, 'veer-/ adj 
likely to change, or showing change or difference 
as a characteristic © Our weather is very variable in 
the spring. 
variable © /'ver-i:-a-bal, 'veer-/ n[C] something 
that can change, esp. in a way that cannot be 
known in advance © Among the variables that could 
prevent us from finishing the building by June are the 
weather and the availability of materials. 
variability @ /,ver-i:-a'bil-at-i, ,veer-/ n [U] 0 
There is a lot of variability between brands. 
variably © /'ver-i:-a-bli, ‘veer-/ adv 

SYMBOL /'ver-i:-9-bal, 'vzer-/ n[C] mathematics a 
letter or symbol that represents any of a set of 
values 


variance © /'ver-i:-ans, 'veer-/ n[C] permission 
to do something differently from the official or 
usual way © He requested a variance to build an ad- 
dition to his house. 


IDIOM with variance 


eat variance fm! different © The official census count 
was at variance with the count we had made. 


variant © /'ver-i:-ant, 'ver-/ n [C] something 
that differs slightly from other similar things © 
There are four variants of malaria, all transmitted to 
humans by mosquitoes. 


variation / ver-i:'e1-fan, ,var-/ n[C/U] © See at 
VARY 


varicose veins /'vzr-a ,kous 'veinz/ pi nacon- 
dition in which the tubes that carry blood, esp. 
those in the legs, are swollen and can be seen on 
the skin © Pregnant women often get varicose veins. 


varied /'ver-i:d, ‘veer-/ adj having or showing 
many different types, or changing often © The var- 
ied symptoms included severe muscle pain, head- 
aches, and dizziness. 


variety DIFFERENCE /va'rat-at-i/ n [U] the char- 
acteristic of frequently changing, or of including 
many different types or things © The markets offer 
a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables. © You can get 
magazines there that have a little bit more variety. 

TYPE /va'ral-at-i/ n [C] a type, esp. one among a 
group of things that share general features and 
differ in some details © Several different varieties of 
sparrows live around here. 


various /'ver-i:-9s, 'veer-/ adj [not gradable] sev- 
eral and different © He underwent various treat- 
ments for the disease, none of them successful. 0 We 
enjoy eating in various types of restaurants. © After 
holding various jobs in different states, he settled in 
Oregon and opened a law office in Portland. 
variously /'ver-i:-a-sli, 'veer-/ adv [not gradable] 
in several different ways or at several different 
times © Studies variously put the US homeless popu- 
lation today at a high of 2 million and a low of 
230,000. 


varnish /'var-nif/ n [C/U] a clear liquid that you 
can put on a wooden surface, to protect it and give 
it a shiny, attractive appearance after drying © [U] 
The wood can be stained any color and then sealed 
with a coat of varnish. 


varsity /'var-sat-i/ n [C usually sing] one of the 
main sports teams at a university, college, or 
school O He was hoping to make the varsity next 
year. 
varsity /'var-sat-i/ adj [not gradable] © Eight var- 
sity players will return to the football team next 
season. 


vary © /'ver-i, 'veer-i/ v [I/T] to change in some 
way, or to cause similar things to differ © [I] The 
value of stocks will vary from month to month. © [T] 
My husband varies the vegetables he plants each 
year. 
variation @ /,ver-i:'er-fan, ,veer-/ n [C/U] 1 
change in quality, amount, or level © [U] The vari- 
ation in the price during the past month is startling. 
2 A variation also is a difference, or a thing that 
differs slightly from another of its type: [C] Her 
movies are all variations on the same theme. 
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WORD FAMILY vary 


Nouns — variable 
variance 
variant 

variation 


variety 


Adjectives variable 
varied 
various 
varying 
invariable 


vary Adverbs 


invariably 
variously 


vascular /'vzes-kja-lar/ adj [not gradable] biol- 
ogy containing VEINS (= thin tubes that carry 
blood in animals and other liquid in plants) 


Vase /veis, veiz, vaz/ n[C] a container for holding 
flowers or for decoration © Please put this vase of 
flowers on the table. 


vasectomy /va'sek-ta-mi, ver'zek-/ n [C/U] the 
medical operation of cutting the tubes through 
which a man’s SEMEN (= liquid containing sperm) 
move, in order to make him unable to make a 
woman pregnant 


vassal /'vzs-al/ n [C] world history a person in 
the Middle Ages who promises to be loyal to a 
LORD (=a man of high social rank) who will protect 
him or her 


vast /vest/ adj [-er/-est only] extremely large © 
The vast majority of our students — nearly 90 percent 
— graduate within four years. 
vastly /'vees-tli/ adv ° | think the original movie 
was vastly superior to the remake. 


vat /vet/ n [C] a large container for mixing or 
storing liquids, esp. as used in industry © The 
grapes are crushed in deep wooden vats. 


vault ARCH /vo:lt/ n [C] a type of arch that sup- 
ports a roof or ceiling, esp. in a church or public 
building, or a ceiling or roof supported by several 
of these arches 

ROOM /vo:lt/ n [C] 1 a room, esp. in or under the 
ground floor of a large building, that is used to 
store things safely © The museum keeps many of its 
treasures in temperature-controlled storage vaults. 2 
In a bank, a vault is where money, jewelry, impor- 
tant documents, etc., are locked for protection. 

JUMP /vo:lt/ v [I/T] 1 to jump over something © 
(I/T] He vaulted (over) the gate. 2 To vault is also to 
move someone suddenly to a much higher or 
more important position: [T] The speech vaulted 
him into the national spotlight. 


vaunted /'vo:nt-ad, 'vant-/ adj [not gradable] 
praised too frequently © His much vaunted new plan 
has serious weaknesses. 


VCR / vi:-si:'ar/, videocassette recorder n [C] a 
machine that can record pictures and sounds from 
a television onto VIDEOTAPE, and on which video- 
tapes can be played © They have a sale on VCRs and 
CD players. 


VD n [U] abbreviation for VENEREAL DISEASE 


veal /vi:|/ n [U] meat from very young cattle 


veil 


vector /'vek:tar/ n[C] physics 1 a representation 
of something that has both direction and size, usu- 
ally an arrow whose direction represents direction 
and length represents size 2 physics A vector 
quantity is something that can be represented by 
a vector. 


veep /vi:p/ n [C] infmi a VICE PRESIDENT, esp. the 
vice president of the US 


veer /vir/ v [I] to suddenly change direction © The 
officer saw the car veer off the side of the road. 


vegetable /'ved3-ta-bal, 'ved3-at-a-/ n[C] 1a 
plant that is used as food, or the part of a plant, 
such as a root, stem, or flower, that is used as food 
© For vegetables, we eat a lot of broccoli, spinach, 
and corn. 2 A person may be called a vegetable if 
the person is completely unable to move and to 
react, usually because of brain damage. 


WORD FAMILY vegetable 


Nouns vegetable 
vegetarian 
vegetarianism 


Adjectives vegetarian 


vegetarian /ved3-a'ter-i:-an/ n [C] a person 
who does not eat meat for health or for religious 
or moral reasons © Some vegetarians avoid eggs and 
dairy products as well as meat. 
vegetarian /,ved3-a'ter-i:-an/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © a vegetarian diet 
vegetarianism /,ved3-a'ter-i:-9,n1z:am/ n [U] 


vegetate /'ved3-a,teit/, slang veg (out) /'ved3 
‘aut/ v [I] to live or spend time in a way that lacks 
physical and mental activity and effort © The chil- 
dren just vegetate in front of the TV all morning. 


vegetation /,ved3:a'tei-fan/ n [U] biology 
plants in general, or the plants that are found in a 
particular area 
vegetative /'ved3:a,teit-1v/ adj [not gradable] 


vehement /‘vi:-a-mant/ adj expressing very 
strong feelings, or showing great energy or force 
° They are killing some of the birds, to the vehement 
protests of animal-rights groups. 
vehemently /'vi:-a-mant-li/ adv © The defense 
counsel vehemently objected. 


vehicle © MACHINE /'vi: hik-al, 'vir-1-kal/n[C] 
something used to transport people or goods, esp. 
something used on land or roads © an underwater 
vehicle © The snow stranded hundreds of vehicles on 
an interstate highway. 
vehicular /vi:'hik-ja-lar/ adj [not gradable] © Pe- 
destrian and vehicular traffic in the neighborhood 
have both increased. 

WAY /'vi: hik-al, 'vir-1-kal/ n [C usually sing] a way 
of achieving something © Many say Morse code is 
an outdated vehicle for communication in today’s 
high-tech world. © She used her celebrity status as a 
vehicle to run for political office. 


veil /veil/ n [C] a piece of thin material worn to 
protect or hide the face or head © The bride wore 
a veil made of French lace. © (fig.) A veil of secrecy 


dz jump | j yes | °I little | °m hm | °n cotton | 9 sing | J shoe | t meeting | 6 think | 6 this | tf choose | 3 measure 


vein 


1058 


surrounded the appointment of the new college 
president. 

veil /verl/ v[T] © In that country, women are veiled 
when they go out in public. 

veiled /verld/ adj (of statements, opinions, or in- 
tentions) not direct or clearly expressed © He took 
the comment as a veiled threat. 


vein TUBE /vein/ n[C] biology 1 a tube that car- 
ries blood to the heart from the other parts of the 
body 2 A vein is also any of the many small tubes 
in the leaves of plants that carry SAP (= liquid con- 
taining a plant's food). © Compare ARTERY TUBE 


LAYER /vein/ n[C] a layer of a substance in a crack 
in rocks or earth © a vein of iron ore 


MOOD /vein/ n[U] a style or a temporary mood © 
She published many novels and stories in the roman- 
tic vein then popular. 


Velcro /'vel-krou/ n [U] trademark special cloth 
material having two rough surfaces that stick to- 
gether when pressed, used for fastening clothing 
and other objects 


velocity /va'las-at-i/ n [C] physics the speed at 
which something is traveling © The wind velocity 
recorded at the airport was 78 miles per hour at 4 
p.m. 


velour /va'lur/ n[U] a cloth similar to VELVET with 
a soft surface 


velvet /'vel-vat/ n [U] a cloth with a soft, furry 
surface 
velvety /'vel-vat-i/ adj soft, like velvet 0 She pat- 
ted the dog’s velvety ears. 


vena Cava / vi:-na 'kei-va/ n[C] pivenae cavae 
biology one of the two very large VEINS (= tubes 
that carry blood) that take blood without oxygen 
to the heart 


vendetta /ven'det-o/ n [C] a strong desire to 
harm a person or group, often because of political 
reasons or feelings of hate © They accused the spe- 
cial prosecutor of carrying on a vendetta against the 
White House. 


vending machine /‘ven-din-ma,fi:n/ n[C]a 
machine you put money into to buy small items 
such as packages of food, candy, and drinks 


vendor /'ven-dar/ n[C] 1 a person or company 
that sells goods or services © Our company deals 
with many vendors of women’s clothing. 2 A vendor 
is also a person who sells food or goods on the 
street: a hot dog vendor © a street vendor 


veneer /va'nir/ n [C/U] 1 a thin layer of deco- 
rative wood or other material used to cover a 
cheaper or less attractive material © [C] It’s a pine 
table with a mahogany veneer. 2 A veneer is also 
something that hides something unpleasant or un- 
wanted: [U] He had a veneer of sophistication but 
was really just a bully. 


venerate /'ven-a,reit/ v [T] to honor or have 
great respect for a person or thing © The American 
writer Mark Twain has been venerated for almost a 
century. 


venerable /'ven-a-ra-bal/ adj respected, esp. be- 
cause of long experience or age © The venerable 
American jeweler, Tiffany & Company, appointed a 
new president. 


venereal disease /va'nir-i:-al/, abbreviation 
VD n [C/U] a disease caused or spread by sexual 
activity with another person 


venetian blind /va ni:- fan '‘blaind/ n[C] a set 
of narrow, horizontal pieces of wood, plastic, or 
metal that cover a window and can be raised or 
set at different angles to block light from the out- 
side or let it in 


vengeance /'ven-d3ans/ n[U] an action against 
someone to punish that person for having hurt 
you © She cried out for vengeance. 


vengeful /'vend3-fal/ adj fmi desiring to hurt 
someone, often violently, in order to punish that 
person for having hurt you © We are not vengeful 
people but we want justice. 


venison /'ven-a-san/ n [U] the flesh of a deer 
used as meat 


Venn diagram /'ven _dai-a,grem/ n [C] 
mathematics a drawing of circles that partly cross 
and cover each other, in which each circle repre- 
sents a set and an area where they cross contains 
parts belonging to more than one of the sets 


VENN DIAGRAM 


venom /'ven-am/ n [U] a poisonous liquid pro- 
duced by some snakes, insects, and SPIDERS when 
they bite © (fig.) His diary was full of venom and 
hate for everyone in authority. 
venomous /'ven-a-mas/ adj © a venomous 
snake/spider 


vent OPENING /vent/ n [C] an opening that al- 
lows air, smoke, or gas to escape or enter an en- 
closed space © The residents of the basement 
apartment ran outside after smelling smoke coming 
through a vent. 


EXPRESS FEELINGS /vent/ v [T] to express a nega- 
tive emotion forcefully © Walking relieves a lot of 
tension and it’s a good way to vent frustration. 


ventilate /‘vent-@l eit/ v [T] to cause fresh air to 
enter and move around an enclosed space © Public 
buildings must be safe, clean, well lighted, and prop- 
erly ventilated. 
ventilation /,vent-®l'e1-fan/ n [U] 


ventricle /‘ven-tri-kal/ n [C] biology each of the 
two main spaces in the heart, left and right 
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versus 


venture /'ven-tfar/ n [C] an activity or plan of 
action, often in business, that involves risk or un- 
certainty © His most recent business venture ended 
in bankruptcy. 
venture /'ven-tfar/ v [I/T] 1 to risk going some- 
where or doing something that might be danger- 
ous or unpleasant © [I always + adv/prep] He 
wanted to venture into the mountainous wilderness 
of the countryside. 2 fmi To venture something is to 
attempt it when you are likely to be wrong or to 
be criticized: [T] ! wouldn’t venture an opinion about 
that. 


venue /'ven-ju:/ n [C] the place where a public 
event or meeting happens © They changed the 
venue at the last minute because they realized the 
meeting room would have been much too small. 


Venus /'vi:-nas/ n[U] the planet second in order 
of distance from the sun, after Mercury and before 
the earth > Picture: solar system 


veranda, verandah /va'reen-da/ n [C] a raised, 
open area, often covered, attached to the front or 
side of a house, esp. common in the southern US 
© | went up the walk onto the big veranda and 
knocked on the door. 


verb /v3rb/ n(C] grammar a word or phrase that 
describes an action, condition, or experience © 
“Run,” “keep,” and “feel” are all verbs. 


verbal SPOKEN /'v3r-bal/ adj [not gradable] spo- 
ken rather than written © Our apartment lease is 
really just a verbal agreement. 
verbally /'v3r-ba-li/ adv © The judge then verbally 
agreed to the attorney’s request. 

RELATING TO WORDS /'v3r-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
grammar having to do with or using words © The 
children were tested for their physical coordination 
and verbal skills. 


verbatim /ver'beit-am/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
using exactly the same words that were originally 
used © Speeches were reported verbatim and often 
ran to several columns. 


verdict /'var-dikt/ n[C] 1 a decision by a JURY as 
to whether someone is guilty after having heard 
the facts given at a trial O The jury reached/returned 
a verdict of not guilty after six hours of deliberation. 
2 A verdict is also any judgment or opinion given 
after considering the facts of a situation: City plan- 
ners think it’s a good idea to ban traffic from down- 
town streets, but the public's verdict is that it’s a 
stupid idea. 


verge /vrd3/ n[C] the edge, border, or limit of 
something 


IDIOM with verge 


eon the verge of something very near to doing or 
experiencing something © He was on the verge of 
saying something but stopped and shook his head. 


PHRASAL VERB with verge 


everge on something to come close to being or 
becoming the stated thing © Some parts of the bi- 
ography verge on the trivial, and the book would be 
much better if it were much shorter. 


verification /,ver-a-fa'ker-fan/ n [C/U] the 
process of testing or finding out if something is 
true, real, accurate, etc. © I’ve never asked for veri- 
fication of his resume. 


verify /'ver-a ,fat/ v [T] to make certain or prove 
that something is true or accurate © The report 
could not immediately be verified. © [+ (that) clause] 
Tests verified (that) Beck had torn a shoulder muscle. 


verisimilitude / ver-a-sa'mil-9,tu:d/ n[U] lit- 
erature the quality of appearing realistic or true 


veritable /'ver-at-a-bal/ adj (not gradable] 
(used to emphasize how great or unusual some- 
thing is by comparing it to something else) © /f 
current projections hold, Montgomery County will ex- 
perience a veritable explosion in its school-age popu- 
lation (= it will have many more students). 


vermin /'v3r-man/ pi nsmall animals and insects 
that are harmful or annoying and are often difficult 
to control © She reported an infestation of vermin, 
including rats, in the basement of the apartment 
house. 


vernacular /vor'nak-ja-lar, va'naek-/ n [C/U] 
the form of a language commonly spoken by the 
people of a particular region or by a particular 
group, esp. when it is different from the standard 
language © [U] Much of his poetry derives from the 
American pop vernacular. 
vernacular /var'nek-ja-lar, va'nzek-/ adj © a ver- 
nacular expression 


versatile /'v3r-sat-l/ adj (of people) able to do 
many different things or to adjust to new condi- 
tions, or (of things) able to be used for many dif- 
ferent purposes © He was a versatile guitarist, and 
recorded with many leading rock bands. © It is an 
especially versatile insecticide known to control a 
range of insects. 
versatility /,var-sa'til-at-i/ n [U] © Daniels pos- 
sesses the versatility to play right and left end and 
tackle. 


verse /v3rs/ n [C/U] literature 1 writing that is 
arranged in a rhythmic pattern; poems © [U] She 
has a talent for writing humorous verse. 2 A verse is 
also one of the parts into which a poem or song Is 
divided: [C] We'll sing only the first and last verses. 
3 A verse is also one of the short parts into which 
the Bible is divided. 


versed /varst/ adj prepared by having knowledge 
or experience of something © He was well versed in 
all branches of the field and published extensively. 


version © /'v3r-3an/ n[C] 1 a particular form of 
something that varies from other forms of the 
same thing © They‘re producing several versions of 
the TV commercial to see which one works best. 2A 
version can also be a TRANSLATION: Originally pub- 
lished in German, it was published in New York in an 
English-language version. 3 Someone's version of 
an event is that person’s description of it: Her ver- 
sion of the accident was completely different from 
that given by the driver of the other car. 


versus /'v3r-sas/, abbreviation vs., prep (used to 
show the names of two teams or sides) against © 
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The next soccer match is Mexico versus the United 
States. © (fig.) It was a question of artistic integrity 
versus love of money, and money won. 


vertebra /'vart-9-bra/ n[C] pi vertebrae medical 
one of the small bones that form the SPINE (= the 
line of bones down the middle of the back) 


vertebrate /'vart-9-brat/ n [C] biology an ani- 
mal that has a SPINE (= bone down the center of 
the back) 
vertebrate /'vart-a-brat/ adj [not gradable] 


vertex n[C] p/ vertexes, vertices geometry the 
point where two lines meet to form an angle, or 
the point that is opposite the base of a shape 


vertical /'vart-1-kal/ adj standing or pointing 
straight up or at an angle of 90 to a horizontal 
surface or line © Water that had leaked from above 
formed a vertical line down one wall. © Compare 
HORIZONTAL 


vertigo /‘vart-1,gou/ n [U] medical a feeling that 
everything is spinning around, causing you to be 
unable to balance and therefore to fall 


verve /v3rv/ n[U] a lot of energy and enthusiasm 
© She expressed herself with verve and wit. 


very EXTREMELY /'ver-i/ adv[not gradable] (used 
to add emphasis to an adjective or adverb) to a 
great degree, or extremely 0 | was working very 
hard, but | enjoyed it. © It’s very easy to find our 
house. © She was a very good teacher. © People didn’t 
like him very much. 


EXACT /'ver-i/ adj [not gradable] (used to add em- 
phasis to a noun) exact or particular © I’d heard 
stories about him and now here he was, the very 
person | now accompanied. © This very moment was 
what he had been waiting for. 0 He found the missing 
paper at the very bottom of the pile. 


IDIOM with very 


every well likely © Stress could very well have trig- 
gered the attack. 


vesicular /va'sik-ja-lar/ adj [not gradable] earth 
science describes rock that contains holes made 
by gas escaping from cooling LAVA 


vessel SHIP /'ves-al/ n [C] a large boat or ship o 
A scattering of vessels anchored in the harbor. 

CONTAINER /'ves-al/ n[C] a container used to hold 
liquids © We used bowls, pots, bottles, pitchers — any 
vessels we could find. 

TUBE /'ves-al/ n[C] a tube that carries liquid, esp. 
blood, through the body © Blood clots clogged the 
vessels. 


vest CLOTHING /vest/ n[C] 1 a piece of clothing 
like a coat without sleeves that reaches to the waist 
© My grandfather always wore his vest buttoned up. 
O The state requires that there be a life vest for each 
person in the boat. 2 Br A vest is an UNDERSHIRT. 


GIVE POWER TO /vest/ v[T] fm/ to give someone or 
something the power to do something © Political 
power is now vested in an elected parliament. 


vested interest n [C) 1 an interest in influ- 
encing something so that you can continue to 
benefit from it © She said the port has a vested in- 
terest in protecting the community’s environment. 2 
A vested interest is also a person or group who has 
this type of relationship with something: The Brit- 
ish vested interests didn’t regulate their own indus- 
tries, as the Chinese state firms do. 


vestibule /'ves-ta ,bju:|/ n [C] a room just inside 
a house or building, through which you enter the 
building © In the school’s vestibule is a sign reading, 
“Enter here and find a friend.” © You can hang your 
coat in the vestibule. 


vestige /'ves-tid3/ n [C] a small part left from 
something larger and more important, esp. one 
that is no longer used © Vestiges of ancient settle- 
ments can be seen in the caves. 


vet’ MILITARY PERSON /vet/ n [C] short form of 
VETERAN (= a person who was in the military) 


ANIMAL DOCTOR /vet/ n [C] short form of VET- 
ERINARIAN 


EXAMINE /vet/ v [T] -tt- to study something, or to 
examine a person’s record to see that it is accept- 
able or accurate © All agencies must carefully vet 
new workers. © Before we signed this contract, our 
lawyer vetted it. 


veteran EXPERIENCED PERSON /'vet-a-ran, 've- 
tran/ n [C] a person who has had a lot of experi- 
ence in a particular activity or job O Ms. Beastly is 
one of our veterans — she has been teaching here for 
over 20 years. 


MILITARY PERSON /'vet:9-ran, 've-tran/, short form 
vet n[C] a person who was once a member of the 
armed forces 


Veterans Day n[C]Ja legal holiday on Novem- 
ber 11, or the day nearest November 11 that is not 
a Saturday or Sunday, in honor of members of the 
armed forces who fought for the US in wars 


veterinarian / vet-a-ra'ner-i:-on, ,ve-tra'ner-/, 
short form vet n[C] a person trained in the medical 
treatment of animals © He is the chief veterinarian 
for the zoo and deals with all kinds and sizes of 
animals. 
veterinary /'vet-a-ra,ner-i, 've-tra ner-i/ adj [not 
gradable] © The practice of veterinary medicine has 
become very sophisticated. 


veto /'vi:t-ou/ n [C/U] pi vetoes politics & gov- 
ernment the power to refuse to allow something 
to be done, or such a refusal © [C] The president 
has promised a veto if Congress passes that bill. © 
[U] The mayor will have no veto over zoning. 
veto /'vitt-ou/ v [T] vetoes, pres. part. vetoing, past 
vetoed politics & government to refuse to allow 
something to be done © The governor said she 
would veto the bill unless certain parts were 
changed. © Cory wanted to drive the car, but her 
mom vetoed it. 


vex /veks/ v [T] to cause someone to feel annoy- 
ance or trouble © The question that vexes Ben the 
most is, “Why me?” 
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video 


vexed /vekst/ adj troubling and difficult 0 a vexed 
question 

vexing /‘vek-sin/ adj © Rising gas prices are a vex- 
ing problem. 


via © /,var-a, ,vi:-a/ prep by way of, or by use of 
© | sent the application papers via fax. 


viable /'‘vat-a-bal/ adj able to exist, perform as 
intended, or succeed 0 The company had to seek 
other ways to remain viable. 0 He would be a viable 
candidate for any office he wanted to run for. 
viability /,var-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] © She’s going to 
have to cut costs to maintain the viability of her 
business. 


viaduct /'vai-a,dakt/ n [C] a high bridge that 
carries a road or railroad over an area that is diffi- 
cult to cross, such as a deep valley, very wet land, 
or the steep side of a hill © An ancient Roman via- 
duct crosses the valley. 


vial /'vat-al, vail/ n[C] a small bottle used to hold 
a liquid © The store gave away vials of their new 
perfume. 


vibes /vaibz/ pin slang the feeling you get from 
being in a particular place or situation or from be- 
ing with a particular person © I’m afraid to go there 
— that place has bad vibes. 


vibrant /'va-brant/ adj energetic, bright, and 
full of life or excitement © The city is youthful, vi- 
brant — an exciting place. © Flowers of vibrant colors 
were on each table. 


vibrate /'vat-breit/ v [I/T] to move quickly back- 
ward and forward, or to cause something to shake 
O [I] Musical sounds are produced when the strings 
of the piano vibrate. © [|] A thundering boom made 
the windows vibrate. 
vibration /var'brer-fan/ n [C/U] o[C] We felt the 
earthquake’s vibrations 120 miles away! 


vicarious /vat'ker-i:-as, -‘ker-/ adj experienced 
by reading or watching someone else do some- 
thing © This disaster movie will provide you with 
plenty of vicarious thrills. 


Vice MORAL FAULT /vais/ n[C] 1 a moral fault or 
weakness in a person’s character © His virtues far 
outnumber his vices. 2 Vice is also immoral behav- 
ior. O Compare VIRTUE GOODNESS 


TITLE /vais/ prefix used as part of a title to show the 
rank of an officer or official of a company or or- 
ganization, immediately below a president or 
CHAIRPERSON © a vice principal © Vice Premier Zhu 
Rongji © He served as vice chairman of the federal 
reserve. © There are three vice presidents in that 
company. 


vice president, abbreviation VP n [C] 1 the 
elected official immediately below the president 
who is elected with the president every four years 
2 Avice president is also a high-ranking employee 
in a company, usually one of several, in charge of 
a particular department: This is Jeff Walton, our VP 
of Finance. 


vice versa /vais'v3r-sa, ,vai-sa'v3r-/ adv (of an 
opposite) being also true © With this software, de- 
scriptions can replace names and vice versa. 


vicinity /vi'sin-at-i/ n [U] the area immediately 
surrounding something © There are many stores in 
the vicinity where she can shop. © An area of low 
pressure off the southeast coast will keep some rain 
showers in the vicinity of the coastline. 


IDIOM with vicinity 


ein the vicinity of something approximately the 
stated amount: The price for a house here is in the 
vicinity of $450,000. 


vicious /'viJ-as/ adj (of an act) intending to hurt 
badly, or (of a person or animal) likely to be violent 
© | don’t believe he is a vicious dog. © The few who 
disagreed became the targets of vicious written at- 
tacks on the Internet. 


vicious circle, vicious cycle n[C] a situation in 
which one problem causes another one, making 
the original problem impossible to solve © In a kind 
of vicious circle, girls did not study science because 
other girls didn’t study science, even though they 
were good at it. 


victim /'vik-tam/ n[C] a person who has suffered 
the effects of violence or illness or bad luck © an 
accident victim O She’s just a victim of circumstances 
beyond her control. 
victimize /'vik-ta,maiz/ v [T] © One survey 
showed the number of companies victimized by com- 
puter theft rose to 83 percent this year. 
victimization /,vik-ta-ma'zer-fan/ n [U] © Na- 
tional reports of victimization show a decline in cer- 
tain kinds of crime. 
victimless /'vik-tam-las/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
crime) lacking a victim, or thought not to involve 
a victim © Tax cheating is not a victimless crime. 


victor /'vik-tar/ n [C] the one who wins a com- 
petition, election, war, etc. © The victor in the 1996 
presidential election was Bill Clinton. 


Victorian /vik'to:r-i:-an/ adj 1 relating to the 
period 1837 to 1901, when Victoria was Queen of 
England 2 A thing can be called Victorian if it was 
made during this period, or in the style of this pe- 
riod: My great-grandparents had a huge Victorian 
house in Paris, Texas. 


victory /'vik-ta-ri, -tri/ n [C/U] the act or an ex- 
ample of winning a competition or war © [U] A goal 
in the last half minute assured victory and the World 
Cup for the Mexicans. 
victorious /vik'ta:r-i:-as, -'tour-/ adj [not grad- 
able] © The city honored the victorious general with 
a huge parade. 


video /'vid:i: ou/ n [C/U] pi videos 1 a series of 
recorded images which are shown on television or 
viewed on a screen © [U] digital video © [U] The 
system transmits voice, data, and video between 
soldiers and command centers. 2 A video is also a 
VIDEOTAPE: [C] We watched two videos — both new 
films. 
video /'vid-i: ,ou/ adj [not gradable] © The CD- 
ROM includes video clips. 0 Compare AUDIO 
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video camera 


video camera n [C] a camera that records 

moving pictures and often sound on a VIDEOTAPE 
© Video cameras are used as security devices for 
ATMs. 


videocassette /‘vid-i: ,ou-ka,set/, short form 
video /'vid:i: ,ou/ n [C] a VIDEOTAPE 


videocassette recorder n[C] avcr 


video game pn [C] a game in which the player 
controls moving pictures on a television screen by 
pressing buttons or moving a short handle © The 
best video games involve using your imagination to 
solve problems. 


videotape /'vid-i:-ou,te1p/, short form video, 
short form tape n[C] a long, narrow, magnetic strip 
inside a rectangular plastic container which re- 
cords sounds and moving images that can be 
heard and seen on a television, or a recording of 
images and sounds 0 | bought the videotape of “Ju- 
rassic Park” for the kids. 0 He watches videotapes of 
his performances so he can see what needs work. 
videotape /'vid-i:-ou ,te1p/, short form tape v [T] 
oO Why don’t you videotape the ballgame so you can 
watch it later? 


vie /vai/ v [I] pres. part. vying, past vied to compete 
© Several companies are vying for the contract to 
build the new hospital. 


View SIGHT /vju:/ n [C/U] what you can see from 
a particular place, or the ability to see from a par- 
ticular place © [U] She turned a corner and disap- 
peared from view. © [C] Our room had spectacular 
views of the mountains. 
view /vju:/ v[T] © The President viewed the hurri- 
cane damage from a helicopter. 
viewer /‘vju:-ar/ n[C] © Millions of viewers watch 
the Super Bow! on TV every year. 


USAGE aererhsies itu 
view or sight? 

When you use view to talk about things that 
you can see, it describes the range of things 


you can see or how much you can see from a 
place. A view is often pleasant. 


We had a wonderful view of the mountains 
from the aircraft. 
yee ee lerlist sieht BON 
from-the-aircratt. 
Sight means something particular that you can 
see, or the ability to see. 
The garden is a beautiful sight in spring. 
The sight of blood makes me feel sick. 
Fhe-view-of bleod-makes-meteel-siek. 
He lost his sight in an accident. 
He-lost-his-view in-ar-aceident: 


OPINION /vju:/ n [C] a way of looking at some- 
thing; an opinion © It’s our view that it’s time we 
did something and stopped just talking! © He takes 
@ pessimistic view of our chances of success. © The 
meeting was an opportunity for the two leaders to 
exchange views. 
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view /vju:/ v [T] to look at or consider something 
© How do you view your chances of getting that job? 


WORD FAMILY view 


Nouns view 
overview 


Verbs view 
preview 
review 


preview 
review 
reviewer 
viewer 


IDIOMS with view 


eon view placed where the public can see it 0 
Plans for the new design of the park are on view in 
the library this week. 

ein view of something because of, or considering 
something © In view of the late hour, we'll have to 
put off that discussion until our next meeting. 


viewpoint /'vju:-point/ n [C] a POINT OF VIEW 


vigil /‘vid3-al/ n [C] a period of staying awake to 
be with someone who is ill or to call public atten- 
tion to something © The boy’s parents kept a long 
vigil in his hospital room. © A candlelight vigil on the 
steps of the courthouse was held to protest the ver- 
dict in this trial. 


vigilant /‘vid3-a-lant/ adj being very careful to 
notice things, esp. signs of danger © Security per- 
sonnel need to be more vigilant in checking bags and 
packages. 
vigilance /'v1d3-a-lans/ n [U] © The vigilance of a 
mother fox protects her young from danger. 


vigilante /,vid3-a'lent-i/ n [C] a person who 
forces obedience to the law without legal authority 
to do so, or a member of a group that decides to 
force obedience to the law without official 
authority 


VigOr, Cdn, Br vigour /'vig-ar/ n [U] strength, en- 
ergy, or enthusiasm © After vacation, she returned 
to work with renewed vigor. 
vigorous /'vig:a-ras/ adj © a vigorous debate/ 
campaign © He still walks with vigorous steps. 
vigorously /'vig-a-ra-sli/ adv © Don't exercise too 
vigorously at first. 


vile /vail/ adj 1 evil or disgusting © He responded 
with the vilest language imaginable. 2 Vile also 
means very bad or unpleasant: a vile mood/temper 


vilify /‘vil-9,far/ v [T] fmi to say or write unpleas- 
ant things about someone or something, in order 
to cause other people to have a bad opinion of 
that person or thing © He claimed he was unfairly 
vilified by the press. 


villa /'vil-9/ n [C] a large house, usually in a rural 
area or near the sea 


village /‘vil-1d3/ n [C] 1 a group of houses, 
stores, and other buildings which is smaller than a 
town © We live just outside the village of Larchmont. 
2 A village is also the people who live in a village: 
The whole village came out for the parade. 
villager /‘vil-1-d3ar/ n[C] a person who lives in a 
village 
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violet 


villain /‘vil-an/ n [C] a bad person who harms 
other people or breaks the law, or a cruel or evil 
character in a book, play, or film © In her version of 
the story, Hoover emerges as the villain. 


villus /‘vil-as/ n [C] pl villi biology one of many 
small parts like fingers on the inside surface of the 
smaller part of the INTESTINES (= tube in the body 
where food goes after the stomach), through 
which the food is absorbed 


vinaigrette /,vin-9'gret/ n [U] a sauce made 
from oil and vinegar, used esp. on salad 


vindicate /'vin-do,keit/ v [T] to show some- 
thing to have been right or true, or to show some- 
one to be free from guilt or blame © The decision 
to include Morris on the team was vindicated when 
he scored three touchdowns. 
vindication /,vin-da'ker fan/ n [C/U] © [U] They 
are hoping for vindication in court. 


vindictive /vin'dik-tiv/ adj having or showing 
a desire to harm someone because you think that 
the person has harmed you; unwilling to forgive © 
She was immature, spiteful, even vindictive at times. 


vine /vain/ rn [C] a type of plant that climbs or 
grows along the ground and has a twisting stem 
© a grape vine © pea vines 


vinegar /‘vin-1-gar/ n[U] a strong-tasting liquid 
made esp. from FERMENTED (= chemically 
changed) wine, apple juice, etc., that is used for 
flavoring or preserving food © Would you like oil and 
vinegar on your salad? 


vineyard /'vin-jard/ n [C] a piece of land on 
which GRAPEVINES are grown (= plants that pro- 
duce small round fruits used for making wine) 


vintage WINE /'vint-1d3/ n [C] the wine made 
in a particular year, or a particular year in which 
wine was made 

vintage /'vint-1d3/ adj [not gradable] (of wine) 
of high quality that was made in a particular year, 
and that can be kept for several years in order to 
improve it O vintage champagne 

HIGH QUALITY /'vint-1d3/ adj [not gradable] (esp. 
of something old) of high quality and lasting value, 
or showing the best characteristics typical of the 
person who created it © a vintage pistol/airplane/ 
car© “Sophisticated Lady” is vintage Duke Ellington. 


USED /'vin-tid3/ adj [not gradable] used but of 
good quality © vintage clothing 


vinyl /'vain-@l/ n [U] strong plastic that can be 

bent and that is used to make floors, furniture, 
clothing, etc. © vinyl flooring/upholstery © a vinyl 
raincoat 


viola /vi:'ou-la/ n [C/U] a wooden musical instru- 
ment with four strings, slightly larger than a VIO- 
LIN, which a player holds against his or her neck 
and plays with a BOW (= stick with hairs attached 
to it), or this type of instrument generally 


violate © /'vai-9,leit/ v [T] 1 to break or act 
against something such as a law, agreement, or 
principle, or to not respect something that should 
be treated with respect © The planes appear to have 


deliberately violated the cease-fire agreement. 2 
Someone who violates a place or situation goes 
where the person is not wanted or does something 
the person should not do: Questions of this kind 
violate my privacy. 

violation @ /,vat-a'ler:fan/ n [C/U] © [C] a traf- 
fic violation © [C] The invasion constitutes a violation 
of international law. © [U] They had not acted in 
violation of the rules. 

violator /'vat-a,leit-ar/ n [C] © Violators can be 
fined up to $500. 


WORD FAMILY violate 


Adjectives violent 
nonviolent 


violence 
violation 
violator 


Nouns 


Adverbs 


violently 


Verbs violate 


violence /'vai-a-lans/ n [U] extremely forceful 
actions that are intended to hurt people or are 
likely to cause damage © racial/ethnic/domestic vi- 
olence © She was concerned about the amount of 
violence on television. © The storm turned out to be 
one of unexpected violence. 
violent /'vai-9-lant/ adj 1 using or involving force 
to hurt or attack © violent crime © The police are 
concerned about the possibility of violent behavior at 
the demonstration. 2 A violent death is one that is 
caused suddenly and unexpectedly by the use of 
physical force, esp. murder. 3 Violent can mean 
very strong: a violent explosion 4 A violent person 
or attitude is one that expresses great anger. 
violently /'vat-a-lant-li/ adv 1 in a forceful way 
that causes people to be hurt 2 Violently can mean 
strongly or extremely: They are violently opposed to 
the plans. 


WORD CHOICES violence st” 


lf someone is angry and violent, you could de- 
scribe that person as aggressive. 

She was very aggressive toward the TV 

reporters. 

Ferocious and savage both mean “fierce and 
violent.” 

a ferocious/savage dog 
Brutal can be used when someone is violent, 
cruel, and does not seem to have any feelings 
for people. 

He was jailed for the brutal crime. 
You could use vicious if someone is violent and 
seems to want to hurt someone very badly. 

It was a vicious crime. 
Bloody or gory can be used about things which 
are violent and involve a lot of blood. 

She refuses to watch gory horror movies. 


violet COLOR /'vai-a-lat/ adj, n [U] (of) a color 
that is between blue and purple © violet ink © [U] 
Violet is too dark for the walls of this room. 

PLANT /'vai-9-lot/ n[C] a small plant with pleasant- 
smelling purple, blue, or white flowers 
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violin /,var-a'lin/ n [C/U] a small, wooden mu- 
sical instrument with four strings that a player 
holds against his or her neck and plays with a BOW 
(= stick with hairs attached to it), or this type of 
instrument generally 


VIP /,vi: ,at'pi:/ n [C] abbreviation for very important 
person (= a person who is treated better than or- 
dinary people because of being famous or influ- 
ential in some way) © We were given the full VIP 
treatment. 


viper /‘var-par/ n[C] a small, poisonous snake © 
The vipers slithered and hissed. 


viral /‘vat-ral/ adj [not gradable] o See at VIRUS 
SMALL ORGANISM 


Virgin /'v3r-d3an/ n [C] someone who has never 
had sex 
virgin /'v3r-d3an/ adj [not gradable] 1 a virgin 
bride 2 Virgin can be used of forests and areas of 
land that have not yet been cultivated or used by 
people: a virgin forest © Antarctica is virgin territory. 
virginity /var'd3in-at-i/ n [U] 


Virgo /'v3r-gou, 'vir-/ n[C/U] pi Virgos the sixth 
sign of the ZODIAC, covering the period August 23 
to September 22 and represented by a young 
woman, or a person born during this period 


virile /'vir-al, -atl/ adj (of a man) full of strength, 
power, and energy in a way that is considered sex- 
ually attractive © The ads show virile young men 
playing on the beach. 


virtual © /'v3r-tfa-wal/ adj [not gradable] al- 
most, but not exactly or in every way © She was a 
virtual unknown before this movie. © Snow brought 
Minneapolis to a virtual standstill yesterday. 
virtually @ /'v3r-tfa-wa:li/ adv [not gradable] o 
Unemployment in this part of the country is virtually 
nonexistent. 


virtual reality n [U] a set of images and 
sounds produced by a computer that seem to rep- 
resent a real place or situation 


virtue GOODNESS /'vsr-tfu:/ n [C/U] a good 
moral quality in a person, or the general quality of 
goodness in a person © [C] Patience is a virtue. © 
Compare VICE MORAL FAULT 
virtuous /'v3r-t{a-was/ adj possessing good 
moral qualities © I’ve been up working since six 
o'clock this morning so I'm feeling very virtuous. 


ADVANTAGE /'v3r-tfu:/ n [C/U] an advantage or 
benefit © [C] Caution is a useful virtue. 


IDIOM with virtue 


¢ by virtue of something as a result of something © 
They were excluded from voting by virtue of being 
too young. 


virtuoso /,v3r-t{a'wou-sou, -zou/ n [C] pl virtu- 
Osos a person who is extremely skilled at some- 
thing, especially at playing an instrument or 
performing © Famous mainly for his wonderful voice, 
Cole was also a virtuoso on the piano. 


virtuoso /,v3r-tfa'wou-sou, -zou/ adj [not grad- 
able] © The world’s greatest tenor treated us to a 
virtuoso display of his abundant talent. 


virulent ACTING QUICKLY /'vir-ja-lant/ adj (ofa 
disease) dangerous and spreading quickly, or (of 
poison) having an effect very quickly © a virulent 
strain of flu 


FULL OF HATE /'vir-ja-lant/ adj fierce and full of 
hate © virulent speech © Several newspapers 
mounted virulent attacks. 


Virus SMALL ORGANISM /'vat-ras/ n [C] 1 biol- 
ogy a very small organism that causes disease in 
humans, animals, and plants 2 A virus is also a dis- 
ease caused by a virus: She’s had a virus for several 
days. 


VIRUS 


viral /'vat-ral/ adj [not gradable] biology relating 
to or caused by a virus 
COMPUTER PROBLEM /'val-ras/ n [C] a hidden set 
of instructions in a computer program that is in- 
tended to introduce faults into a computer system 
or cause it to perform actions that were not 
planned 


Visa /'vi:-za, -so/ n [C] an official document or 
mark made in a PASSPORT that allows you to enter 
or leave a particular country © an entry/exit visa 


Vis-a-Vis /,vi:-za'vi:, -sa-/ prep in relation to, or 
in comparison with © Later | asked him more directly 
about government's role vis-a-vis the environment. 


visceral /'vis-9-ral/ adj based on emotional re- 
actions rather than on reason or thought © He has 
a visceral feel for our problems. 


visceral muscle, smooth muscle n [C] biol- 
ogy any of the muscles that work automatically 
and are found in the organs of the body such as 
the stomach and lungs 


viscous /'vis-kas/ adj (of a liquid) thick and 
sticky; not flowing easily © viscous oil 


vise /vais/ n [C] a tool having two flat sides that 
can be moved closer together to hold something 
firmly while it is being worked on © After gluing 
both surfaces of the wood, clamp it in a vise to dry. 


viselike /'vais-laik/ adj [not gradable] very tight 
and strong © a viselike handshake 


visible © /'viz-a-bal/ adj 1 able to be seen o 
There are few visible signs of her recent illness. © The 
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vocal 


comet is visible to the naked eye as a fuzzy ball in 
the western sky. 2 Visible also means able or tend- 
ing to attract public attention: /n a very short time, 
she became a_ highly visible environmental 
spokesperson. 

visibly @ /'viz-a-bli/ adv in a way that is easily 
seen; obviously O Earl became visibly upset. 
visibility & /,viz-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] the degree to 
which objects that are far away can be seen out- 
side, as influenced by weather conditions © There 
will be reduced visibility because of the fog. 


vision © SIGHT /'vi3-an/ n[U] the ability to see 
© good/impaired/blurred vision 

MENTAL IMAGE /'v1z-an/ n[C] 1 an imagined men- 
tal image of something © We lack a vision of what 
love really is. 2 A vision can also be something seen 
in a dream or as a result of a religious experience. 


VIEW OF THE FUTURE /'vi3z-an/ n [U] the ability to 
imagine how a country, society, industry, etc., will 
develop in the future and to plan in a suitable way 
© The theater’s director is a woman of great artistic 
vision. 
visionary /'v13-a,ner-i/ n [C] © She was a social 
reformer, a true visionary. 


visit /'viz-at/ v [I/T] to go to a place in order to 
experience it, or to go to a person in order to 
spend time together © [T] We visited a few galleries 
while we were in New York. 0 [T] When are we going 
to visit Grandma? © [I] She’s not staying here - she’s 
just visiting for the afternoon. 
visit /'viz-at/ n [C] © | think I'll pay a visit to the 
barbershop while I'm in town. © We had a visit from 
the fire inspector last week. 
visitation /,viz-a'ter:fan/ n [C/U] 1 the act of 
visiting, or a visit 0 [U] The hospital has strict rules 
about visitation. 2 law Visitation is the act of a DI- 
VORCED parent spending time with a child he or 
she no longer lives with at agreed times and ac- 
cording to agreed conditions. 
visitor /'viz-at-ar/ n [C] © Every summer, this tiny 
fishing village receives thousands of visitors. ®» Us- 
age: meet, see, visit, or get to know? at MEET 
COME TOGETHER 


WORD FAMILY visit 


Nouns visit 


Verbs visit 
visitor revisit 


visitation 


visiting hours p/n the time period when you 
can visit someone, esp. in a hospital or prison 


VisOFr /'vai-zar/ n[C] 1 a curved piece of stiff ma- 
terial that is worn above the eyes to protect them 
from the sun 2 A visor is also a movable part of a 
HELMET (= hard head cover) that can be pulled 
down to cover the face. 


vista /'vis-ta/ n[C] a view from a high position © 
After a hard climb, we were rewarded by a vista of 
rolling hills. 


visual © /'v13-a-wal/ adj relating to seeing © 
These animals have excellent visual ability/acuity. 


visually @ /'vi3-a-warli/ advo a visually stunning 
production © Guide dogs improve the lives of the vi- 
sually impaired. 

visualize @ /'v13-a-wa,laiz/ v [T] to imagine or 
remember someone or something by forming a 
picture in your mind © | was so surprised when | 
saw him — Id visualized someone much older. 
visualization © /,v13-9-wa-la'zer:fan/ n [C/U] 


visual arts p/n the arts of drawing, painting, 
SCULPTURE, PHOTOGRAPHY, etc. 


vital /'vait-?l/ adj necessary or extremely impor- 
tant for the success or continued existence of 
something © The existence of a strong opposition is 
vital to a healthy democracy. © The kidneys play a 
vital role/part in removing waste from the blood. © 
[+ that clause] It’s vital that you respond at once. 
vitally /'vait:l-i/ adv © It’s vitally important that 
we get there by tomorrow. 


vitality /var'tel-at-i/ n [U] energy and strength 
© youthful vitality 0 The new factory should improve 
the economic vitality of the region. 


vital signs p/n medical your body temperature 
and the rate at which you are breathing and your 
heart is beating 


vital statistics p/ na group of official facts that 
include the number of births, deaths, and mar- 
riages in a particular place, or the ages and races 
of the people that live there 


vitamin /'vait-a:man/ n [C] biology any of a 
group of natural substances that are necessary in 
small amounts for growth and good health and 
that are obtained from food 


vitriolic /,vi-tri:‘al-1k/ adj intentionally unkind or 
causing hurt © He launched a vitriolic attack on the 
senator, accusing him of shielding corrupt friends. 


Vivacious /va'ver: fas, vai-/ adj (esp. of awoman 
or girl) full of energy and enthusiasm © Judy Gar- 
land was bright and vivacious, with a vibrant singing 
voice. 


vivid /‘viv-ad/ adj brightly colored or (of descrip- 
tions or memories) producing clear, powerful, and 
detailed images in the mind © vivid colors © vivid 
memories 
vividly /'viv-3d-li/ adv © The author vividly de- 
scribes his early life on the farm. 


vivisection / viv-a'sek:fan/ n [U] the cutting 
into or other use of living animals in tests for the 
purpose of increasing medical knowledge 


V-neck adj [not gradable] (of clothing) having a 
V-shaped neck opening at the front O She wore a 
blue, V-neck sweater. 


vocabulary /vou 'keb:ja,ler-i/ n [C/U] English 
all the words used by a particular person, or all the 
words that exist in a particular language or subject 
© [C] Reading helps to improve your vocabulary. 


vocal OF THE VOICE /‘vou-kal/ adj [not gradable] 
relating to or produced by the voice, either in aling- 
ing or speaking © vocal music 
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vocal cords 


vocal /'vou-kal/ n [C usually pl] the singing in a 
piece of popular music © At times his vocals were 
drowned out by the audience singing along. 
vocalist /'vou-ka-last/ n [C] a person who sings, 
esp. with a group that plays popular music 
vocalize /'vou-ka latz/ v [I/T] to sing, speak, or 
make sounds © [I] She studied how often infants 
vocalized. 

vocally /'vou-ka-li/ adv [not gradable] 


OFTEN HEARD /'vou-kal/ adj often expressing opin- 
ions and complaints in speech © He is emerging as 
his party’s most vocal critic of the president. 


vocal cords p! na pair of folds at the upper end 
of the throat that produce sound when air from 
the lungs moves over them 


vocation /vou'ker: fan/ n[C] a type of work that 
you feel you are suited to doing and to which you 
give much of your time and energy © /t wasn’t until 
“The North American Review” published his story 
that he embraced writing as a vocation. 


vocational /vou'ker-fan-l/ adj [not gradable] 
providing skills and education that prepare you for 
a job © vocational education/training © The school 
offers vocational programs in welding, electrical 
work, and building maintenance. 


vociferous /vou'sif-a-ras/ adj repeatedly and 
loudly expressing your opinions and complaints, 
or (of demands, complaints, etc.) expressed in this 
way © a vociferous critic of foreign policy © vociferous 
objections 
vociferously /vou'sif-a-ra-sli/ adv © He protested 
vociferously, but to no avail. 


vodka /'vad-ka/ n [C/U] a colorless, alcoholic 
drink made from any of various grains or potatoes 


vogue /voug/ n [C/U] the state of being popular 
or fashionable for a period of time © [U] Bowling 
has come back in vogue. 


voice SOUNDS /vo1s/ n [C/U] the sound made 
when people speak or sing, or the ability to make 
such a sound © [C] She spoke in a low, soft voice, 
and | had to ask her to speak louder. © [C] | heard 
the murmur of voices. © [C] I’ve been talking so much 
that my voice is getting hoarse. © [U] I’ve got a cold 
and I’m losing my voice (= becoming unable to 
Speak). 

OPINION /vo1s/ n [C/U] an expression of opinion, 
or the right to express an opinion © [C] The senator 
added his voice to the protest. © [U] The kids want 
to have a voice in where we go on our vacation. 
voice /vo1s/ v [T] to express esp. an opinion or 
feeling © Opponents also voiced concern about the 
potential traffic produced by the project. 


GRAMMAR /vo1s/ n [C] grammar the relationship 
between the subject of the verb and the action 
described by the verb, or the forms of a verb that 
show this relationship © Compare ACTIVE VOICE; 
PASSIVE VOICE 


voice mail n [C/U] a telephone system that re- 
cords messages from people who call, or a mes- 
Sage on such a system 
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void EMPTY SPACE /void/ n [C] a space with 
nothing in it 0 Some parents use television to fill the 
void they have created by not spending enough time 
with their kids, he said. 


UNACCEPTABLE /vo1d/ adj [not gradable] having 
no legal authority and therefore unacceptable o 
The original version of her will was declared void. 
void /void/ v [T] to remove the legal force from 
an agreement or contract © III just void the check 
and pay you in cash. 


VoIP n [U] abbreviation for voice over Internet pro- 
tocol (= a system that allows you to use your com- 
puter as a telephone, and your Internet 
connection as a telephone line) © Most VoIP ser- 
vices have the ability to transfer your current phone 
number to your new service. 


vol. n [U] abbreviation for VOLUME SPACE 


volatile /'val-at-*l/ adj 1 likely to change sud- 
denly and unexpectedly, or suddenly violent or an- 
gry © It was a volatile situation, and the police 
handled it well. © The stock market was highly vol- 
atile in the early part of the year. 2 chemistry If a 
substance, esp. a liquid, is volatile, it will change 
easily into a gas: volatile chemicals 
volatility /,val-a'til-at-i/ n[U] © Volatility in wheat 
on Wednesday resulted in a single-day trading record 
in Kansas City. 


volcano /val'ker-nou, va:l-/ n [C] pi volcanoes, 
volcanos a mountain made from burned materials 
that may throw out hot rocks and LAVA (= hot liq- 
uid rock) from a hole in its top 
volcanic /val'kzen-1k, va:l-/ adj [not gradable] © 
volcanic ash/rock 


volition /va'lf-an, vou-/ n [U] fm! the power to 
make your own decisions © /t was announced that 
he resigned of his own volition (= because he chose 
to), but | believe he was forced out. 


volley WEAPONS FIRE /'val-i/ n [C] 1 a large 
number of bullets or arrows fired at the same time 
2 A volley is also a lot of things done or said at the 
same time: a volley of questions 


SPORTS SHOT /'val-i/ n [C] (in tennis and other 
sports) a hit to return a ball before it touches the 
ground © | was ahead in the first game, but then hit 
a bad volley and a bad forehand. >» Usage: basket 
or basketball? AT BASKET GOAL 


volleyball /‘val-i: ,b2:1/ n [U] a game in which 
two teams use their hands to hit a large ball from 
one side of a high net to the other, without allow- 
ing the ball to touch the ground 


volt /voult/ n [C] physics the standard unit used 
to measure how strongly an electrical current is 
sent around an electrical system © Many household 
appliances run on a current of 120 volts. 
voltage /‘voul-tid3/ n [C] physics © high/low 
voltage 


voltaic cell /voul'ter-1k 'sel/ n [C] chemistry a 
device that produces electricity by a chemical 
reaction 
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voltmeter /'voult ,mi:t-ar/ n [C] physics a de- 
vice that measures differences in electric POTEN- 
TIAL between two points 


volume © SPACE /'val-jam, -ju:m/ n [C/U] an 
amount of space having length, height, and width 
© [C] You need a big air conditioner to cool a large 
volume of space. © [U] About 8 percent of the total 
volume of garbage is plastic packaging. 

AMOUNT /'val-jam, -ju:m/ n [C usually sing] the 
number or amount of something having a lot of 
units or parts O The main difficulty with teaching is 
the sheer volume of work. © The system could not 
handle the volume of electronic mail. © We are look- 
ing for a high volume of sales. 


SOUND LEVEL /'val-jam, -ju:m/ n [U] the level of 
sound produced by a television, radio, etc., or the 
switch or other device controlling this © Could you 
turn the volume down, please — I'm trying to sleep. 

BOOK /'val-jam, -ju:m/ n[C] a book, esp. one book 
in a set of related books © a slim volume of poetry 
© I'm missing the last volume of the set. 


voluntary © /‘val-an ter-i/ adj [not gradable] 
done, made, or given willingly, without being 
forced or paid to do it © Employees can make vol- 
untary contributions to the savings plan of up to 25% 
of their earnings. © Karyn leads after-school work- 
shops that students attend on a voluntary basis. 
voluntarily @ /,val-an'ter-a-li/ adv © She vol- 
untarily gave up her lunch break to supervise the lab. 


volunteer © /,val-en'tir/ n [C] a person who 
does something, esp. for other people or for an 
organization, willingly and without being forced 
or paid to do it © The charity relies on volunteers to 
run the office and answer the phones. 
volunteer @ /,val-an'tir/ adj [not gradable] © a 
volunteer fireman © | do volunteer work for the Amer- 
ican Lung Association. 
volunteer © /,val-an'tir/ v[I/T] O[+ to infinitive] 
During the emergency a lot of people volunteered to 
work through the night. © [T] Three physicians vol- 
unteered their services. 


voluptuous /va'lap-tfa-was/ adj (esp. of 
women) having a full, curving shape 


vomit /'vam-at/ v [I/T] to empty the contents of 
the stomach through the mouth, usually in explo- 
sive bursts 
vomit /'vam-at/ n [U] food or other matter that 
has come up from the stomach through the 
mouth 
vomiting /'vam-at-1n/ n [U] © It causes a range 
of ailments, including headache and vomiting. 


voodoo /'vu:d-u:/ n [U] a religion involving 
magic that began in Africa and developed in Haiti 


voracious /va'rei: fas, vo:-/ adj needing a lot of 
something to be satisfied © Wolves are voracious 
eaters. O As a child, | had a voracious appetite for 
books. 


vortex /'vo:r-teks/ n[C] pivortices earth science 
a mass of air or water that spins around very fast 
and pulls objects into its empty center 


vote /vout/ v [I/T] social studies to express your 
choice or opinion as one member of a group in 
order to decide a matter of importance to the 
whole group or to elect someone to an office © [I] 
| voted early this morning just after the polls opened. 
© [1] Ina democracy, all adult citizens have the right 
to vote. © [1] Local residents have twice voted against 
raising property taxes. © [I] Who did you vote for in 
the last election? © [+ to infinitive] A majority of 
workers voted to accept the offer of an 8% pay raise. 
© [T] She was voted best director at the Cannes Film 
Festival. 
vote /vout/ n [C/U] © [C] She won a majority of 
the votes, 15 to 13, and was declared the winner. © 
[U] Opponents of the measure called Thursday's vote 
a setback. © [C] She cast her vote (= voted) for Gil- 
lespie. © [C] We called a meeting in order to take a 
vote on the issue. © [U] In some countries women still 
don't have the vote (= are not allowed to vote in 
elections). 
voter /'vout-or/ n [C] social studies a person 
who votes, or a person who has the legal right to 
vote © Voters are interested in issues that affect their 
pocketbooks, he said. 


WORD FAMILY vote 


Nouns vote 
voter 


Verbs 


vote 


vote of confidence n [C] a vote to show 
support, esp. for a government or political leader 
© (fig.) Richardson said that foreign investment 
amounts to a vote of confidence in the basic sound- 
ness of the U.S. economy. 


vouch for something/someone /'vaut/- 
far, -fo:r/ phrasal verb to support the truth of some- 
thing or the good character of someone, based on 
your knowledge or experience © Our accountant 
will vouch for the accuracy of the financial report. © 
I’ve known him for years and can vouch for his 
honesty. 


voucher /'vau-tJar/ n [C] a piece of paper that 
is a record of money paid or one that can be used 
to pay for particular goods or services © just present 
your travel voucher to the airline ticket agent, and 
she will give you the tickets. 


VOW /vau/ v to make a firm promise or decision to 
do something © [+ (that) clause] They vowed (that) 
they would never forget her kindness. © [+ to infini- 
tive] After my illness | vowed to exercise every day. 
vow /vau/ n[C] © They exchanged marriage vows 
in a Manhattan courthouse. 


vowel /'vau-al, vaul/ n [C] writing 1 a speech 
sound produced by human beings when the 
breath flows out through the mouth without be- 
ing blocked by the teeth, tongue, or lips 2 A vowel 
is also a letter that represents a sound produced in 
this way: The vowels in English are a, e, i, 0, u, and 
sometimes y. O Compare CONSONANT 


voyage /'va1-1d3, 'v2:-1d3/ n[C] a long trip, esp. 
by ship © Christopher Columbus brought coe on 
his second voyage to America in 1493. 
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VP n[C] abbreviation for VICE PRESIDENT 
VS. prep for abbreviation for VERSUS 


vulgar NOT SUITABLE /'val-gar/ adj not polite or 
socially acceptable; not suitable or acceptable in 
style O His manners were coarse and vulgar. 

RUDE /'val-gar/ adj rude or offensive, esp. because 
referring to sex O The movie is rated PG and has a 
few mildly vulgar jokes. 
vulgarity /val 'geer-at-i/ n [C/U] © [U] His comedy 
routine contains some vulgarity. 


vulnerable /'val-na-ra-bal/ adj able to be easily 
hurt, influenced, or attacked © Older people are es- 
pecially vulnerable to cold temperatures even inside 
their homes. © He casts himself as a naive, vulnerable 
young poet. 
vulnerability /,val-na-ra'bil-at-i/ n [U] 


vulture /'val-tfar/ n[C] 1 a large bird that eats 
the flesh of dead animals 2 A vulture is also some- 
one who is eager to get some advantage from 
other people’s difficulties or weaknesses. 


vying /'var-1n/ present participle of VIE 
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Ww 


W, w /'dab-al-ju:/ n [C] p! W's, Ws, w’s, ws the 
23rd letter of the English alphabet 


W. adj, n [U] abbreviation for WEST or WESTERN 
W n[C] abbreviation for WATT 


wacko /'wek-ou/ n[C] pi wackos slang a person 
whose behavior is strange 


wacky /'wek-i/ adj slang strange in a pleasing 
and exciting or silly way © The film has a wacky 
originality that is appealing. 


wad /wad/ n[C] a number of thin pieces of some- 
thing pressed together, or something pressed into 
a lump © a wad of bills/cash O a wad of chewing 


gum 

wad /wad/ v [T] -dd- to fold or press together 
something to form a mass © He wadded his towel 
into a ball. 


waddle /'‘wad-@l/ v [I] to walk with short steps, 
swinging the body from one side to the other, like 
a DUCK (=a bird with short legs that lives by water) 


wade /weid/ v [I always + adv/prep] to walk into 
or through an area of water that is not very deep 
© We waded across the stream. © They come to the 
creek and waded in to drink. 


PHRASAL VERBS with wade 


ewade in to start to do something in a forceful 
and determined way © /f there’s a problem, she'll 
wade in without hesitation and try to solve it. 
ewade through something to spend a lot of time 
and effort doing something boring or difficult © 
Some readers will not want to wade through the de- 
tails of how the data were gathered and analyzed. 


wading pool n[C] an artificial pool only a few 
inches deep that small children can play in 


wafer /‘wer-far/ n[C] a very thin, dry cookie that 
is often sweet and flavored © chocolate wafers 


waffle CAKE /'waf-al/ n[C] a thin, light cake, the 
surface of which is formed into a pattern of raised 
squares, often eaten for breakfast 

NOT DECIDE /'waf-al/ v [I] to keep changing your 
decisions about something so that no clear deci- 
sion is made © This administration has a tendency 
to waffle on important questions. 


waft /waft, wzeft/ v [I/T] to move gently through 
the air, or to cause this to happen © [I always + 
adv/prep] A warm breeze wafted through the city. 


wag /weg/ v [1/T] -gg- (esp. of a tail or finger) to 
move from side to side or up and down, usually 
quickly and repeatedly, or to cause this to happen 
o [T] When she came in, the dog sprang to its feet 
and wagged its tail. 


wage MONEY /weid3/ n[U] an amount of money 
that is paid to an employee, esp. for each hour 
worked © an hourly wage 
wages /'we1-d3a2z/ p/n the money earned by an 
employee, esp. when paid for the hours worked © 


He was notorious for being anti-union and for paying 
low wages. » Usage: pay, wage, salary, or income? 
at PAY GIVE EARNINGS 

FIGHT /weid3/ v[T] to begin and continue a war, a 
fight, or a plan to achieve something © A desperate 
medical battle is being waged against the virus. 


wage earner n [C] a person who works at a 
job for money, esp. to support a family 


wager /'wer-d3ar/ n [C] an agreement to risk 
money on the unknown result of an event in the 
hope of winning more money than you have 
risked, or the amount of money risked; a BET 
wager /'wer-dgar/ v 1 [T] Over $2 million was wa- 
gered. 2 To wager is also to suggest as a likely idea: 
[+ that clause] | would wager that not one person in 
ten could tell an expensive wine from a cheaper one. 


wagon /'weg-en/ n [C] a vehicle with four 
wheels, which must be pulled or pushed © Euro- 
pean settlers journeyed across America in covered 
wagons. 


waif /weif/n[C] a child or animal without a home 
or enough care © a poor little waif 


wail /weil/ v to make a long, high cry, usually 
because of pain or sadness, or to make a sound 
like this © [1] The four babies were wailing in unison. 
© [I] Alr-raid sirens wailed. © [+ that clause] (fig.) 
Investors wailed (= complained) that interest rates 
were skyrocketing. : 
wail /weil/ n[C] © The wail of the siren woke me up. 


waist /weist/ n [C] the part of the body above 
and slightly narrower than the hips © These jeans 
are too tight around my waist. 


waistline CLOTHING PART /‘weist-lain/ n [C] 
the part of a piece of clothing that covers the waist 


PERSON’S SIZE /'werst:lain/ n[C] the measured size 
of your waist O When he went off his diet, his waist- 
line started to grow. 


wait /weit/ v [I/T] 1 to allow time to go by, esp. 
without doing much, until something happens or 
can happen © [I] / waited in the car. © [I] Wait here 
for me — I'll be back in a minute. © [I] The dentist 
kept me waiting for ages. © [+ to infinitive] Several 
people are waiting to use the phone. © [T] Please get 
in line and wait your turn like everyone else. 2 lf 
something waits, it is being delayed or is ready: [I] 
The meeting will have to wait until tomorrow. © [I] 
An envelope was waiting for me when | got home. 
Wait /weit/ n[U] © We had a three-hour wait at 
the airport. » Usage: attend or wait/expect? at 
ATTEND 


USAGE 
wait 
Remember to use the preposition for when you 


are talking about waiting until someone comes 
or something happens. > 
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waiter 
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We're still waiting for the results of the test. 
en > ee eS 
I'll wait for you outside. 


HLweit-yetroutside: 


USAGE 


wait or expect? 
When you wait, you allow time to go by, es- 
pecially while staying in one place, until a per- 
son or thing arrives or is ready. 

| waited twenty minutes for the bus. 

She’s waiting for her exam results. 


When you expect something, you think that it 
will happen. 


I’m expecting the bus to arrive in about five 
minutes. 


She expected to do well on the exam. 


She-weaited-to-de-welLon-the-exan 


WORD CHOICES wait re 


In formal English await means the same as 
“wait for.” 


We are awaiting the committee's decision. 


If people are waiting in a place, usually for no 
obvious reason, you can use the phrasal verb 
hang around or the verb loiter. 

There were a lot of teenagers hanging 

around/loitering outside the store. 

If people are waiting in a line to buy some- 
thing, the verb line up is used. 

People were lining up for tickets. 
Stay and remain (slightly formal) are used when 
someone waits in a place until something else 
happens. 


Stay there until | get back. 


Please remain in your seats until the plane has 
come to a complete stop. 


If you want to tell someone to wait, you can 
use the phrase hang on. 


Hang on, I'll be ready in a minute. 


IDIOMS with wait 


ewait a minute, wait a second used for getting 
someone's attention, or when you suddenly think 
of something important © Wait a minute — | know 
what we can do. 

ewait and see to be patient until you see what 
happens © No decision will be made until next year, 
so you'll just have to wait and see. 

*wait on someone to serve someone © She waited 
on customers all day at the department store. 
*wait out someone or something to wait and do 
nothing until something happens or ends 0 We'd 
better wait out the storm before we start out on our 
trip. 

ewait (on) tables to serve meals to people in a 
restaurant © She waited tables to pay for college. 


waiter /'weit:ar/, female waitress /‘wer-tras/ n[C] 
a person whose job is to serve meals to people in 


a restaurant O A waiter came to the table to take our 
order. 


waiting list n[C]a list of people who asked for 
something that is not available now but that might 
be in the future © The flight is full, but | can put you 
on the waiting list in case someone cancels. 


waiting room n[C]a room where people can 
sit while waiting, as in a bus station or a doctor’s 
office 


waive /weiv/ v[T] to not demand something you 
have a right to or not cause a rule to be obeyed 0 
The bank waived the charge, because the mistake 
was their fault. 
waiver /'wer-var/ n [C] 1 a document that pre- 
vents or allows an action that is different from the 
usual thing © Applicants pay a $30 to $40 entry fee; 
fee waivers are available. 2 If a sports player is on 
waivers he is leaving one team and joining an- 
other. 0 The Coyotes have claimed center Joel Per- 
rault on waivers from the St. Louis Blues. 


wake STOP SLEEPING /weik/ v [I/T] past simp. 
woke, waked, past part. woken, waked to become 
awake and conscious after sleeping, or to cause 
someone to stop sleeping © [I] Did you wake at all 
during the night? © [T] The noise of the storm woke 
the kids. 
waken /'wer-kan/ v [I/T] © [T] He tried to waken 
her, but she didn’t stir. 

WATER /weik/ n[C] an area of water whose move- 
ment has been changed by a boat or ship moving 
through it © (fig.) The storm left a massive amount 
of destruction in its wake. 


GATHERING /werk/ n[C] a gathering held before a 
dead person is buried, at which family and friends 
talk about the person’s life 


IDIOM with wake 


e wake up to something to become aware of some- 
thing © | wish Dad would wake up to the fact that 
I’m no longer a kid. 


PHRASAL VERBS with wake 


ewake up (someone) STOP SLEEPING [M] to cause 
someone to stop sleeping © / get up, shower, go to 
school, go home, sleep, wake up, and do it all over 
again. © If you cry you'll wake your brother up. 
ewake up someone CAUSE ATTENTION [M] to 
make someone notice a situation and do some- 
thing about it © There is nothing like a disaster to 
wake people up. 


wake-up call MORNING CALL n [C] a tele- 
phone call or signal to wake you in the morning, 
typically in a hotel 


SHOCKING EVENT r [C] a shocking event that 
changes the way many people think © Fish and 
Game officials got a wake-up call in a survey on 
wildlife-related issues. 


walk /wo:k/ v [I/T] 1 to move along by putting 
one foot in front of the other, or to move a distance 
in this way © [I] | walked home. © [I] We just walked 
past a famous actress. © [1] They walked all around 
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wall 


Chinatown. © [1] | walk to work every morning. © [T] 
It’s not that far — you can walk it in half an hour. © 
[T] We must have walked miles today. 2 To walk 
someone to a particular place is to walk with the 
person until the place has been reached: [T] He 
offered to walk her home. 3 To walk an animal, esp. 
a dog, is to bring it outside with you to walk. 
walk /wa:k/ n[C] © He went for/took a walk around 
the block. 

walker /'‘wo:-kar/ n[C] 1 She’s a very fast walker. 
2 A walker is also a metal frame to help people 
who have difficulty walking, by using it to support 
them as they move it in front of them. 


USAGE 


walk or go on foot? 


The expression go on foot means the same 
thing as walk, and is usually used when you are 
describing how you get somewhere. 
How do you get to school? | go on foot/I 
walk. 


WORD CHOICES walk 


if someone walks somewhere very quickly in a 
determined way, you could use the verbs stride 
or march. 

She strode/marched purposefully up to the 
desk and demanded to speak to the 
manager. 

Stroll, wander, and amble can be used when 
someone walks in a slow and relaxed way. 

We strolled/wandered along the beach. 

She ambled down the street, looking in store 
windows. 

If someone is walking slowly because he or she 
is tired or bored, you could use the verb plod. 
We plodded on until we reached the cottage. 
Pace is used when someone walks in one di- 
rection and back in the other direction several 

times because the person is anxious. 

He paced up and down the hospital corridor 
waiting for news. 

If someone is walking in a very confident way, 
especially when you find it annoying, you 
could use the verb swagger. 

He was swaggering around like he owned the 
place. . 

Stagger can be used when someone walks in 
a very unsteady way. 

He staggered under the weight of all our 
luggage. 

To say that someone walks somewhere very 
quietly, you could use the verbs creep or 
tiptoe. 

Someone was creeping around outside the 
window. 

He waited until the baby was asleep and 
tiptoed out of the room. 

Hike and trek can be used when someone 
walks a long way in the countryside. 

They hiked through Mount Rainier National 
Park. 


They spent the day trekking through forests. 


IDIOMS with walk 


e walk the walk to show that something is true by 
your actions rather than your words © We're at 
this meeting because we’re environmentalists who 
walk the walk. © Compare TALK THE TALK at TALK 
IDIOMS 

ewalks of life various levels of social position or 
achievement 0 In my work | see people from all walks 
of life. 


PHRASAL VERBS with walk 


e walk all over someone to be unkind to someone 
and treat that person without respect © You 
shouldn't let him walk all over you like that. 

e walk away/off with something to win something 
easily O The German soccer team is once again fa- 
vored to walk away with the championship. 

e walk off with something to take something with- 
out asking © Who walked off with my drink? 

e walk out 1 to leave an event before it is finished 
because you are not enjoying it or because you do 
not agree with it © /t was such a bad movie that ! 
felt like walking out in the first fifteen minutes. 2 If 
workers walk out, they go on STRIKE (= stop work- 
ing at their jobs in order to express a complaint) : 
Airline pilots are threatening to walk out next week. 
© Related noun: WALKOUT 

ewalk out on someone/something to suddenly end 
your relationship or involvement with someone © 
You can’t afford to walk out on your job. 

ewalk (someone) through something to practice 
something, or to show someone how to do some- 
thing from beginning to end © They can walk you 
through the process one more time, to give you some 
practice and confidence. 


walkie-talkie /,wo:-ki:'to:-ki/ 1 [C] a small ra- 
dio held in the hand and used for both sending 
and receiving messages 


walk-in LIKE A ROOM adj [not gradable] large 
enough for a person to enter and walk around in 
© a walk-in closet 


WITHOUT PLANNING adj [not gradable] allowing 
people to come without planning to do so in ad- 
vance © The walk-in clinic is slowly getting busy. 
walk-in n [C] © Although the restaurant will take 
walk-ins, reservations are recommended. 


walkout /'wo:-kaut/ n [C] the act of leaving a 
place to show that you are unhappy, or (of work- 
ers) the act of stopping work because of a dis- 
agreement with management © Some people who 
were unhappy with the changes staged a walkout 
during the meeting. © The airline barely averted a 
walkout by flight attendants this past June. © Related 
verb: WALK OUT 


walk-up n[C]a building with four or more floors 
and no ELEVATOR (= device for taking people from 
one floor to another), or an apartment on an upper 
floor in such a building 


wall /wo:l/ n[C] 1 a vertical structure that divides 
or encloses something © The walls of the fortress 
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wallboard 


were more than eighteen inches thick. © We’d like 
the walls painted white. 2 A wall of people or things 
is a mass of them formed in such a way that you 
cannot get through or past them. 


wallboard /'w>:I-bo:rd, -bourd/ n [U] a large, 
thin, rectangular piece of building material used 
to make the walls inside some buildings 


wallet /'wal-at/ n [C] a small, folding case for 
Paper money, CREDIT CARDS (= plastic cards you 
use to buy things), and other cards that you want 
to carry with you © a leather wallet 


wallop /'wal-ap/ v [T] inf! to hit someone or 
something hard © Floyd can wallop high pitches as 
well as low ones. 


wallow /'wal-ou/ v [I] 1 (esp. of animals) to lie 
or roll about slowly in deep, wet earth, sand, or 
water © The pig wallowed in the mud. 2 fig. To wal- 
low in an emotion or situation is to stay in that 
state without trying to change: He was not a fellow 
to shed tears, or wallow in self-pity. 


wallpaper /'w2:| per-par/ n [C/U] a type of 
decorative paper sometimes used to cover the 
walls of a room instead of painting them © [U] We 
found some beautiful wallpaper with an orange floral 
pattern. 
wallpaper /'wo:l per-par/ v [T] © We decided to 
wallpaper Annie's bedroom. 


Wall Street n[U] a street in New York City that 
represents the financial center of the US © On Wall 
Street today, stocks closed higher. 


wall-to-wall adj covering the whole floor © 
wall-to-wall carpeting 


walnut /'wo:!-nat, -nat/ n [C/U] a nut with a 
hard shell, the tree that produces these nuts, or 
the wood from the tree 


walrus /'wo:l-ras/n [C] asea mammal, similar to 
a SEAL (= a large, fish-eating animal) but larger and 
with two very long teeth that stick out from the 
mouth 


waltz DANCE /wo:lts/ n [C/U] a type of dance 
that includes a repeating movement of three 
steps, or a piece of music written for this style of 
dancing 
waltz /woilts/ v [I] © Several couples were waltzing 
around the floor. 


WALK /wo:lts/ v [I always + adv/prep] infm/ to walk 
somewhere quickly and confidently © Glen waltzed 
in an hour late as though nothing were wrong. 


wan /wan/ adj (of a person’s face or expression) 
pale, tired, or weak © a wan smile 


wand /wand/ n[C] a thin stick waved by a person 
who is performing magic © a magic wand 


wander /'wan-da/ v [I/T] 1 to walk around 
slowly in a relaxed way or without any clear pur- 
pose or direction © [T] The lost child wandered the 
streets for hours. © [|] We spent the morning wan- 
dering around the old part of the city. 2 lf your mind 
or your thoughts wander, you stop thinking about 
what you should be giving your attention to and 
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start thinking about other matters: [I] As he droned 
on, my mind began to wander. 


wane /wein/ v [I] to weaken in strength or influ- 
ence © By the late 70s, the band’s popularity was 
beginning to wane. 


wangle /'‘wep-gal/ v [T] to succeed in obtaining 
or doing something by not being completely hon- 
est in persuading someone to allow it © | wangled 
an expense-account trip to New York. 


wanna /'wan:a, 'wan-a, 'wo:-na/ v [T] not stan- 
dard (spelled the way it is often spoken) want to © 
| wanna be a rock star. 


wannabe /'wan-a-bi, 'wan-a-, 'wor-na-/n [C] 
infml a person who wants to be like someone else, 
esp. someone famous, or who wants to be 
thought of as famous © She’s a pop singer wannabe. 


want DESIRE /want, want, wo:nt/ v[I/T] 1 to feel 
that you would like to have something or would 
like something to happen © [T] Who wants ice 
cream? © [T] | want the cold weather to end. © [I] 
She wanted to get new shoes. ©[T] ! don’t want him 
talking about me. © [I] I’ve been wanting to thank 
you for helping me. 2 If you are wanted, someone 
wishes to see or talk with you: [T] Harry! You're 
wanted on the phone. 
wanted /'want-ad, 'want-, 'wo:nt-/ adj being 
searched for by the police © He was one of the ten 
most wanted criminals in America. 


GRAMMARS aan TE ay 
want 

Remember to use the infinitive to in the ex- 
pression want something/someone to do some- 


thing. You cannot use that plus a verb clause 
after want. 


I just want him to enjoy himself. 

2 we ne Oe 

They don’t want the summer vacation to end. 

FThey-dontwant-that-the-summervacation 
end: 


NEED /want, want, wo:nt/ v [I/T] to need some- 
thing © [I] You want to be careful to stay out of the 
sun. 
want /want, want, wo:nt/ n [C/U] © [C] A cat’s 
wants are few — food and companionship. 
wanting /'want-1n, 'want-, 'wo:nt-/ adj 0 It was 
a perfect party — nothing was wanting (= missing). 


WORD FAMILY want 


Nouns want 
Verbs 


Adjectives wanted 


wanting 
unwanted 


want 


PHRASAL VERB with want 


ewant for something to lack something you need 
O We didn't have much, but we never wanted for 
food. 


want ad n [C] a CLASSIFIED AD 
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warm 


wanton /'want:8n, 'wo:nt-/ adj causing harm or 
acting without showing care for others, often in- 
tentionally © He displayed a wanton disregard for 
the facts. 


war /wo:r/ n[C/U] 1 armed fighting between two 
or more countries or groups, or a particular ex- 
ample of such fighting © [C] Can any country fight 
two wars at the same time? o [U] War is something 
to avoid. © [U] Several nations were at war. 2 A war 
can also be any situation in which there is strong 
competition between opposing sides or a joint ef- 
fort against something harmful: [C] Airlines engage 
in fare wars to attract new customers. © [U] It some- 
times seems like the war on cancer has stalled. 
warring /'wo:r-1n/ adj [not gradable] fighting 
a war or as if fighting a war © Warring groups 
roamed the countryside, making travel very danger- 
ous. © Warring camps inside the Democratic party 
weaken it. 
warlike /'wo:r-lark/ adj suited to or liking war, or 
threatening, as if going to fight © a warlike mood 
© a warlike speech 


WORD FAMILY war 


Nouns war 
warfare 
warrior 


Adjectives prewar 


postwar 
warring 
warlike 


warble /'wo:r-bal/ v[I] to sing as a bird does with 
a sound that rises and falls © This morning it seemed 
as if every bird began to warble at once. 


war chest n [C] infm! money that has been col- 
lected or saved to pay for something, esp. a long 
fight achieve something © The candidates are gath- 
ering money for their election war chests. 


war crime n [C] world history an act, such as 
harming prisoners or children, that is against the 
agreed international rules of war 


ward HOSPITAL ROOM /wo:rd/ n [C] a large 
room in a hospital which is used for treating peo- 
ple with similar illnesses or conditions © the pedi- 
atric/maternity ward 

PERSON /wo:rd/ n [C] Jaw a person, esp. a child, 
who is legally under the protection or care of an- 
other person or of a court or government © The 
agency serves youths who are wards of the state. 

AREA /wo:rd/ n [C] a political division within a city 
© the fifth ward 


PHRASAL VERB with ward 


eward off someone/something [M] to keep some- 
one or something away or prevent something 
from happening or harming you © He used his um- 
brella to ward off the fierce sun. 


warden /'wo:rd-8n/ n [C] a person who is in 
charge of a prison 


wardrobe /‘wo:r-droub/ n [C] 1 the clothes 
that a person owns, or a particular type of clothes 
that a person owns © She has a different wardrobe 
for every occasion. 2 A wardrobe is also a piece of 
furniture where clothes are kept. 


warehouse /'wer-haus, 'weer-/ n [C] p/ ware- 
houses 1 a large building used for storing goods 
© Textbooks are sent right from the warehouse to the 
schools. 2 A warehouse is also a type of large store 
where goods are sold at a reduced price. 
warehousing /'wer ,hau-zin, 'weer-/ n[U] © The 
buildings will be used for warehousing and distri- 
bution. 


wares /werz, werz/ pi nitems offered for sale, or 
a company’s goods © More than 40 dealers in fur- 
niture, art, and silver will display their wares. 


warfare /'wo:r-fer, -feer/ n [U] the activity of 
fighting a war or strongly competing, esp. with 
reference to the type of weapons used or to the 
way the fighting is done © psychological/nuclear 
warfare © economic warfare 


war games pi n practices held by armed forces 
to test new equipment and test plans for fighting 


warhead /'wo:r-hed/ n[C] the end of a bomb 
or MISSILE that contains explosives 


warily /'wer-a:li, 'weer-/ adv See at WARY. 
warlike /'wo:r-latk/ adj © See at WAR 


warlord /‘wo:r-loird/ n[C] a military leader who 
controls a country or, more frequently, an area 
within a country, esp. when the central govern- 
ment is not in control 


Warm HIGH TEMPERATURE /wo:rm/ adj [-er/-est 
only] 1 having a fairly high temperature, but not 
hot © Warm bread always tastes better. © Just let me 
sit in the sun so | can get warm. 2 Warm clothes or 
covers keep out the cold and make you feel com- 
fortable: a warm winter coat © a warm woolen hat 
and mittens 
warm /wo:rm/ v [I/T] to rise to a higher tem- 
perature, or to cause something to rise to a higher 
temperature © [T] He rubbed his hands together to 
warm them. © [|] The water in the kettle warms 
quickly. 
warmly /'wo:rm-li/ adv © He was warmly dressed 
in a heavy overcoat and a fur hat. 
warmth /wo:rmé@/ n [U] © She laid down on the 
sand and enjoyed the warmth of the sun. © The dogs 
huddled together for warmth. 

FRIENDLY /wo:rm/ adj [-er/-est only] friendly and 
affectionate © Grace is a warm, caring woman. 
warmly /'wo:rm-li/ adv © He shook my hand 
warmly. 
warmth /wo:rmé@/ n[U] © He brought warmth and 
wisdom to his work with children. 

COLORS /wo2:rm/ adj art (of colors) light and 
bright, and esp. containing red, yellow, or orange 


WORD FAMILY warm 


Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs warmly 


warmth warm 


Adjectives warm 


PHRASAL VERBS with warm 


ewarm up something HEAT [M] to make some- 
thing hotter 0 | can warm up the leftover soup for 
lunch. 0 We warmed the rolls up in the oven. 
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warm-blooded 


ewarm up (something) PRACTICE [M] 1 to exer- 
cise or practice in order to prepare for something 
that takes a lot of effort © Ballet dancers have to 
warm up before performing. © A new pitcher is warm- 
ing up in the bullpen. © She warms up her voice by 
Singing scales. 2 \f you warm up a car, you let the 
engine get warm enough to work well. © Related 
noun: WARMUP 

warm up to someone/something to begin to like 
Or enjoy someone or something © She was not a 
person who was easy to warm up to. 


warm-blooded adj [not gradable] having a 
warm body temperature that stays the same o 
Compare COLD-BLOODED 


warm-hearted adjkind and affectionate 0 He 
was a warm-hearted man who helped me when |! 
needed a friend. 


warmup /'wo:r-map/ n[C] a period of exercise 
or practice to prepare for something © He injured 
his knee during pregame warmups. © | bought an 
exercise video, but | never got further than the 
warmup exercises. O Related verb: WARM UP PRAC- 
TICE 


warn /wo:rn/ v [I/T] to make someone aware of 
a possible danger or problem so that it can be 
avoided © [T] ! warned her not to waste her money 
on that movie. O [T] We’d been warned that we 
should lock our cars in the parking lot. © [1] The radio 
warned all day of the bad weather coming. 
warning /'wa:r-nin/ n [C/U] notice of a possible 
danger or problem, so that it can be prevented or 
avoided © [C] Flood warnings were issued by the 
National Weather Service. 0 [U] The earthquake 
struck without warning while the city was asleep. 


PHRASAL VERB with warn 


ewarn someone off (something) [M] to tell some- 
one not to do something because of danger or 
some other reason © A series of flares had been 
placed along the pavement to warn off motorists. 


WARiOg sign n[C] an early signal that some- 
thing bad or dangerous might happen © You 
should know the warning signs of a stroke. 


warp BEND /wo:rp/ v [I/T] (of a surface or hard 
material) to bend or twist so that the surface is no 
longer flat or straight 0 [T] Water poured in, ruining 
carpets, warping walls, destroying wiring. 
warped /wo:rpt/ adj 0 Galaxy ESO 510-G73, 
about 100,000 light-years across, is unusual because 
it’s warped rather than perfectly flat. 


MAKE WRONG /wo:rp/ v[T] to cause something or 
someone to no longer do what is usual or right © 
The novel is an appraisal of how totalitarianism can 
warp a society. 
warped /wa:rpt/ adj © a warped vision of the fu- 
ture O a warped character 


warpath IDIOM /'wo:r-pze/ 
eon the warpath angry and ready to argue or 
fight © | told my friends to watch out because my 
mother was on the warpath. 


warplane /'war-plein/ n [C] an armed military 
aircraft O Fifty new warplanes were delivered to the 
army. 
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warrant MAKE NECESSARY /'war-ant, 'wo:r-/ v 
[T] fm! to make a particular action necessary or cor- 
rect, or to be a reason to do something © His injury 
was serious enough to warrant an operation. © | can 
see circumstances in which these types of investiga- 
tions would be warranted. 


DOCUMENT /'war-ant, 'wo:r-/ n[C] an official doc- 

ument approved by an authority, esp. a judge, 
which gives the police permission to do certain 
things © a search warrant © an arrest warrant 


warranty /,war-an'ti:, .wo:r-/ n [C/U] a written 
promise by a company to repair or replace a prod- 
uct that breaks within a fixed period of time or do 
again a piece of work that is not satisfactory © [C] 
a five-year warranty © [U] I’ve had problems with the 
car, but it’s still under warranty. 


warring /'wo:r-1p/ adj See at WAR. 


warrior /‘wo:r-jar/ n[C] a person who has ex- 
perience and skill in fighting, esp. as a soldier © 
The Apache chief Geronimo had a reputation as a 
fearless warrior. 


warship /'war- fip/ n [C] a boat equipped with 
guns and other weapons of war 


wart /wo:rt/ n [C] a small, hard lump that grows 
on the skin and is caused by a virus 


IDIOM with wart 


e warts and all including all faults and unpleasant 
facts © She’s anxious to tell her story, warts and all. 


wartime /'war-taim/ n [U] a period of armed 
fighting between two countries © During wartime, 
everyone’s life changes a lot. 


Wary /'wer-i, 'weer-i/ adj careful because you do 
not completely trust someone or something or are 
not certain about what you should do © Teachers 
are often wary of standardized tests. 
warily /'wer-a:li, 'weer-/ adv © Ted warily eyed the 
stranger. 


Was /wnz, waz, waz/ past simple of BE 


wash CLEAN /waf, wo:f/ v [I/T] to make some- 
thing or yourself clean, or to become clean, using 
water and usually soap © [T] Alex washed his face 
and combed his hair. © [T] | hate washing dishes. 
wash /waJ, wo:J/ n [C/U] an act of washing, or 
clothing, sheets, and other cloth items being 
cleaned together © [C usually sing] / went days 
without a wash or a change of clothes. © [U] She did 
a load of wash and hung it up to dry. 
washable /'waJ-a-bal, 'wo: Ja-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] 1 able to be cleaned in water without dam- 
aging the material O Are these pants washable? 2 
If a type of material or a piece of clothing is ma- 
chine-washable, it can be cleaned in a WASHING 
MACHINE. 
washer /'waJ-ar, 'wo: far/ n[C] a WASHING MA- 
CHINE © See also: WASHER 
washing /'waf-1n, 'wo:-fin/ n [U] the act of 
cleaning clothes, or cloth items being washed to- 
gether © He does his own washing and ironing. 
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“WORD CHOICES wash 
Rinse is used when you wash something in wa- 
ter to remove the soap or dirt from it. 

She rinsed the cloth in the sink. 

If you wash something using soap, water, and 
a stiff brush, you could use the verb scrub. 

He tried to scrub the pen marks off the wall. 
Soak is used when you wash something by 
leaving it in some water for a long time. 

She soaked the T-shirt overnight to get rid of 

the stains. 


When you wash yourself, you can say that you 
bathe. 


I'll just bathe and then I'll be ready. 


FLOW /waJ, wo:J/ v [I/T] 1 (esp. of water) to flow 
or to cause to flow, often carrying something 
along © [I] Waves washed against the boat. © [T] 
Heavy rains always wash the sand down the hill. 2 
If something is washed away, it is carried off by 
heavy rain or a flood: [M] Even trees and cars were 
washed away in this flood. 3 If something washes 
up or washes ashore, water has moved it there: 
[M] That storm washed a lot of crabs up on the 
shore. 

NO CHANGE /waJ, wo:f/ n[C usually sing] an event 
or situation in which positive and negative things 
balance each other © /| sold my car for about what 
it cost me, so it was a wash. 


WORD FAMILY wash 


Nouns wash 
washer 
washing 


Adjectives washable 


Verbs wash 


IDIOMS with wash 


e doesn’t wash, won't wash to be unacceptable © 
Don’t think you can get credit without doing the 
work — that doesn't wash around here. 

ewash your hands of someone or something to re- 
fuse to have anything more to do with someone 
or something © You can't start a fight and then just 
wash your hands of it 


PHRASAL VERBS with wash 


ewash down something [M] 1 to clean something 
by causing water to flow over it © / took the hose 
and washed down the front porch. 2 infmi If you 
wash down food, you drink something after eating 
it: She was eating bread and cheese and washing it 
down with iced tea. 

ewash off (something) [M] to remove something 
with flowing water, or to come off after you do 
this © She could hardly wait to wash the dirt off. © | 
don't know if this paint will wash off. 

ewash out (something) BE REMOVED [M] to re- 
move something by washing, or to disappear after 
washing © | hope this stain will wash out. O Related 
adjective: WASHED-OUT 

ewash out something BE DESTROYED [M] (esp. of 
bad or violent weather) to cause something to fail, 
stop, or be destroyed © Rain washed tonight's game 
out. © The storm washed out roads and bridges. 


ewash up CLEAN HANDS to clean your hands, 
esp. before a meal © She told the children to wash 
up for dinner. 

e wash up APPEAR NEAR WATER [M] to appear on 
land because the ocean or a river or lake left it 
there © Spilled oil has washed up on beaches behind 
the wreck. 


washable /'waJ-s-bal, 'wo:-Je-/ adj © See at 
WASH CLEAN 


washcloth /‘waJ-klo:6, 'wo:J-/ n [C] a small 
cloth used with soap and water to clean your face 
and body 


washed-out /wajt'aut, wo:Jt-/ adj 1 lacking 
color or appearing old as a result of being washed 
over and over again © a pair of washed-out jeans 2 
Someone who looks washed-out looks pale and 
tired. © Related verb: WASH OUT BE REMOVED 


washed-up /‘waJt'ap, 'wo:Jt-/ adj [not grad- 
able] infmi no longer suitable for or able to do what 
you did in the past © a washed-up comic 


washer /'waf-ar, 'wo:-Jar/ n [C] a flat ring of 
metal, rubber, or plastic that is used to make a 
tighter connection between two pieces or parts of 
something © See also: WASHER at WASH CLEAN 


washer-dryer n [C] a unit that contains two 
machines, one for cleaning clothes, sheets, etc., 
and another for drying them 


washing /'waJ-1n, ‘wor: fin/ n [U] © See at WASH 
CLEAN 


washing machine n [C] a machine for wash- 
ing clothes, sheets, and other cloth items 


washout /'waJ-aut, ‘wo: faut/ n[C usually sing] 
infmi a complete failure © The dance was a washout 
— only three people showed up. 


washroom /'waf:ru:m, ‘wo:J-, -rum/ n [C] a 
bathroom 


wasn't /'waz-ant, 'waz-/ Vv contraction of was not 
© | wasn’t hungry so | didn’t eat. 


wasp /wasp, wa:sp/ n [C] a flying insect that is 
able to sting repeatedly 


WASP /wasp, wo:sp/ n [C] abbreviation for white 

Anglo-Saxon protestant (= a white, Protestant 
American whose family originally came from 
northwestern Europe) 


waste BAD USE /weist/ n[U] a bad use of some- 
thing valuable that you have only a limited 
amount of © a waste of time/money © a waste of 
talent/ability © | felt like being there was just a waste. 
waste /weist/ v [T] to use something without 
care or thought © Why should | waste my time on 
her? © You're just wasting your money buying that 
stuff. 
wasteful /'weist-fal/ adj © wasteful spending © a 
wasteful use of resources 


UNWANTED MATTER /weist/ n 1 unwanted matter 
or material of any type, esp. what is left after use 
© [C] hazardous/toxic wastes © [U] Most people 
don't recycle kitchen waste. 2 biology Human 
waste is excrement. 3 Waste disposal is the process 
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or system for getting rid of unwanted material by 
burying it, burning it, or dropping it in the sea. 


WORD FAMILY waste 


waste Verbs 


Adverbs wastefully 


Nouns waste 


Adjectives waste 
wasteful 


IDIOMS with waste 


ewaste your breath to say something that will 
likely be ignored 0 Don’t waste your breath arguing 
with him. 

e waste no time to immediately begin an activity 
© Caroline wasted no time in tackling her new 
responsibilities. 

ewasted on someone to not be appreciated by 
someone © Your excellent cooking will be wasted on 
them. 


PHRASAL VERB with waste 


e waste away (of a person or animal) to gradually 
get thinner and weaker, esp. from disease or lack 
of food © It was hard to watch her waste away. 


wastebasket /'weist bzs-kat/ n [C] a con- 
tainer to hold paper or other small things you want 
to get rid of 


wasteland /'weist-lznd/ n[C] 1 a large area of 
land that has not been developed, usually because 
it cannot be easily used © Rain forests are being 
transformed into barren wasteland. 2 A wasteland 
can also be anything that seems to lack positive 
qualities: Television is a vast wasteland. 


wastewater /‘weist ,wo:t-ar, -,wat-ar/ n [U] 
water that is not clean because it has already been 
used in homes, businesses, factories, etc. © The fa- 
cility pumped fuel for 101 days before the waste- 
water pipe leak was detected. 


watch SMALL CLOCK /watf, wo:tf/ n[C] a small 
clock usually worn on a strap around the wrist, or 
sometimes carried in a pocket © She looked at her 
watch and said, “It’s a quarter to five.” 


LOOK AT /wat{, wo:tf/ v to look at something for a 
period of time © [T] He spent the evening watching 
an old movie on TV. 0 [+ to infinitive] The police were 
watching to see who left the house. © [T] Do you 
want me to watch the kids (= notice what they are 
doing and care for them) when you go out? 
watch /watf, wo:tf/ n [C/U] 1 [U] The prison 
guards kept a close watch on him. 2 Watch is also 
a period during which someone is responsible for 
guarding or looking around to be sure that prop- 
erty or people are safe, or the person who is re- 
sponsible: [C] The soldiers on the night watch had 
to be careful not to fall asleep. 
watcher /watf-ar, wo:-tfar/ n [C] someone who 
is interested in the developments and changes of 
a particular thing © But the real growth, industry 
watchers say, will come in the corporate and personal 
jet sector. 
watchful /'watf-fal, 'wa:tJ-/ adj giving careful 
attention so as to notice what is happening and 
be prepared for something that might happen 0 /f 
you invest heavily in the stock market, you have to 


stay watchful and be ready to move your money 
quickly. 

BE CAREFUL /watJ, wo:tf{/ v [T] to be careful of 
something © We have to watch our bank account to 
make sure there’s enough money in it to pay our 
credit card bills. © I’ve got to start watching my 
weight (= be careful not to become fat). © The sign 
says “Watch for (= be careful of) falling rocks.” 


WORD FAMILY watch 


Nouns watch 
watcher 


Adjectives watchful 
Verbs 


watch 


IDIOMS with watch 


e watch out used for warning someone of danger 
or an accident that seems likely to happen © Watch 
out for that last step — it’s a lot steeper than the 
others. 

ewatch your step to be careful about how you be- 
have © He'll have to watch his step if he wants to 
keep his job. 


PHRASAL VERB with watch 


e watch over someone to protect people and make 
certain that they are safe O She had to watch over 
four young children and take care of a sick husband. 


watchdog ORGANIZATION /'watf-do:g, 'w>:tJ-/ 
n[C] a person or organization responsible for mak- 
ing certain that companies or other organizations 
maintain standards and do not act illegally 0 a 
watchdog agency/organization 

DOG /'watj-do:g, 'wo:tf-/ n [C] a dog trained to 
protect a place 


water /'wo:t-ar, 'wat-/ n [U] 1 a clear, colorless 
liquid that falls from the sky as rain and is necessary 
for animal and plant life © a drink/glass of water © 
bottled/tap water © cold/hot water © I’m boiling wa- 
ter to make some more coffee. 2 The water often 
refers to an area of water, such as the sea or a lake: 
The water's much warmer today — are you coming 
for a swim? 3 Waters is an area of natural water, 
such as a part of the sea: [pl] coastal waters 
water /'wo:t-ar, 'wat-/ v [I/T] 1 to provide water 
to a plant or animal © [T] I’ve asked my neighbor to 
water the plants while I’m away. 2 When your eyes 
water, they produce tears but not because you are 
unhappy: [I] The icy wind made his eyes water. 3 If 
your mouth waters, it produces a lot of SALIVA, 
usually because you can see or smell food that you 
would like to eat: [I] The smell of that bread is mak- 
ing my mouth water. 
watery /'wa:t-a-ri, 'wat-/ adj having a lot of or 
too much water © The soup was thin and watery. 


WORD FAMILY water 


Nouns water 
Verbs 
Adverbs underwater 


Adjectives underwater 


waterproof 
watery 


water 


IDIOM with water 


ewater under the bridge something that hap- 
pened in the past and cannot now be changed © 
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wave 


Yes, we did have our disagreements, but that’s water 
under the bridge. 


PHRASAL VERB with water 


ewater down something [M] to make something 
weaker or less effective © The law was watered 
down after it failed to pass the legislature the first 
time. 


waterbed /'wo:t-ar bed, 'wat-ar-/ n [C] a bed 
in which the MATTRESS (= the part you lie on) is a 
container filled with water 


water bird n [C] any kind of WATERFOWL 


watercolor, Cdn, 8 watercolour /'wo:t-ar ,kal- 
ar, 'wat-/ n[C] arta paint that is mixed with water 
to create pictures, or a picture made with this paint 
© The art gallery is having a show of early 20th- 
century American watercolors. 


water cycle n (U] biology the way that water 
is taken up from the sea, rivers, SOIL, etc. and then 
comes back down as rain or snow 


waterfall /'‘wo:t-ar fo:l, 'wat-ar-/ n [C] water 
from a river or stream falling over an edge of rock 
to a much lower level 


water fountain n [C] a device in a public 
place that allows anyone to drink water without a 
cup by pushing a button and drinking from a 
stream of water that comes out 


waterfowl /'wo:t-ar faul, ‘wat: ar-/ n [C/U] the 
types of birds that live on or near rivers, lakes, or 
the ocean 


waterfront /‘wo:t-ar frant, ‘wat-ar-/ n [C] a 
part of a town next to an area of water such as a 
lake, a river, or the ocean 


water main n [C] a large underground pipe 
that supplies water to buildings in an area of a city 
or town 


waterme}lon /‘wo:t-ar ,mel-an, 'wat-/ n [C/U] 
a large, round or oval-shaped fruit with dark green 
skin, sweet, watery, pink or yellow flesh, and a lot 
of black seeds 


water polo n [U] a game played in water in 
which two teams try to get the ball into the other 
team’s goal 


waterproof /'wo:t-ar,pru:f, ‘wat-/ adj not al- 
lowing water to go through © waterproof boots 


water-repellent, water-resistant adj able to 
keep rain from being absorbed 


watershed BIG CHANGE /'wo:t-ar fed, 'wat-/n 
[U] an event or period that is important because it 
represents a big change and the start of new de- 
velopments © a watershed event/moment © The dis- 
covery of penicillin was a watershed in the history of 
medicine. 

AREA /‘wo:t-ar fed, 'wat-/ n [C] earth science a 
high area of land where rain collects, some of it 
flowing down to supply rivers, lakes, etc., at lower 
levels 


waterskiing /‘wo:t-ar ski:-1n, 'wat-ar-/ n[U] a 
sport in which you are pulled along the surface of 


a lake or ocean by a boat while balancing on a pair 
of SKIS fastened to your feet 


water supply n [C] the water that is provided 
and treated for a particular area © When we don’t 
get enough rainfall, we have to worry about our wa- 


ter supply. 


water table [C] earth science the layer below 
the earth’s surface where water is found 


watertight /'wo:t- ar tart, 'wat-/ adj having no 
openings to allow the passage of water © They’re 
doing some repairs on the church to make the roof 
watertight. 


waterway /'wo:t-ar wel, ‘wat: ar-/ n[C] a reg- 
ularly used route used by boats, such as a river or 
channel 


waterworks SUPPLY SYSTEM /'wo:t-ar warks, 
‘wat: ar-/ n [C] a system of buildings and pipes in 
which a public supply of water is stored and 
cleaned and from which it is sent out 

CRYING /'wo:t-or ,warks, 'wat-ar-/ n[U] infmi crying 
oO The show ended, and then the waterworks started. 
© Whenever she gets frustrated or angry, she turns 
on the waterworks (= starts to cry). 


watery /'wo:t-a-ri, 'wat-/ adj © See at WATER 


watt /wat/, abbreviation w n[C] physics the stan- 
dard measure of electrical power © a 60-watt bulb 


wave MOVE /weiv/ v [!/T] 1 to raise your hand 
and move it from side to side as a greeting, or to 
get someone’s attention or give information © [I] 
She leaned out the window and waved (good-bye). 
© [M] As soon as we showed our papers as journal- 
ists, the policeman waved us in (= moved his hand 
to allow us to go in). 2 If you wave something or 
something waves, you move it from side to side 
while holding it in the hand, or something else 
moves it in this way: [T] He was very excited and 
rushed into the room waving a piece of paper. © [I] 
Flags waved in the breeze. 
wave /weiv/ n[C] © She looked at him for a long 
time, and then, with a wave of her hand, she was 
off. 


WATER MOVEMENT /weiv/ n[C] 1 a raised move- 
ment of water rolling across the surface esp. of the 
sea © We were so close we could hear the waves 
breaking on the beach. 2 A wave is also a sudden 
increase in an activity or in the strength of a con- 
dition or feeling: A wave of emotion swept through 
her as she visited her home town. 

ENERGY FORM /weiv/ n [C] physics the continu- 
ous, repeating pattern in which some types of en- 
ergy, such as sound, light, and heat, are spread or 
carried © electromagnetic waves 


waveleggth 


amplitude 


WAVE 
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wavelength /‘weiv-len6, -lene/ n[C] physics 1 
the distance between two waves of energy 2 A 
wavelength is also the length of the radio wave 
used by a particular radio station for broadcasting. 


waver /'wer-var/ v [I] 1 to begin to doubt or lose 
your determination to do something © He never 


wavered as the leading voice of African-Americans’ 


call for freedom and equality. 2 \f you waver be- 
tween two possibilities, you have difficulty decid- 
ing between them: She wavered between believing 
him and thinking that he was lying. 


Wavy /'wer-vi/ adj curving in shape, or having a 
series of curves O Jasmine’s got wavy blond hair. 


Wax SUBSTANCE /weeks/ n [U] a solid, fatty sub- 
stance that softens and melts at a low temperature 
© Candle wax dripped on the tablecloth. 
wax /weeks/ v [T] to put a thin layer of wax on 
the surface of something © | just waxed the floor, 
so don't go in there yet. 
waxy /'week:si/ adj having the appearance of or 
feeling like wax © He had a waxy complexion and 
looked ill. 


APPEAR LARGER /weeks/ v [I] (of the moon) to grad- 
ually appear larger and increasingly round © (fig.) 
Such controversies have waxed and waned (= be- 
come stronger and weaker) but continue to this 
day. 

BECOME /weeks/ v [L] fm! to become © Brad waxed 
eloquent on the subject of free enterprise. 


wax paper, waxed paper n [U] paper that has 
a thin layer of wax on it and is used for wrapping 
food 


Way ROUTE /wei/ n[C] 1 a route or path to follow 
in order to get to a place O Do you know the way 
to the train station? 2 \f you don’t know your way, 
can’t find your way, or have lost your way, you are 
not sure or do not know how to get where you 
want to go: | don’t really know my way around town 
yet. 3 Way also means street: Our office is at 17 
Harbor Way. 4 Way can mean the direction, posi- 
tion, or order of something: The numbers should be 
the other way around - 71, not 17. 5 Your way can 
also be the progress of your life: He made his way 
from sales assistant to head of sales. 


+ USAGE tie) gue Je" gaia al as 

way or trip? 
Way refers only to the route that you take to 
get from one place to another. 

Is there another way out of here? 

! must get a paper on my way home. 
To talk more generally about the length of the 
route or the time it takes, use the word trip. 


a car/train/long trip 


DISTANCE /wei/, ways /weiz/ n[U] distance, or a 
period of time © We walked just a short way before 
he got tired. © When Mom called us for supper, we 
were Still a ways from being finished. 

MANNER /wei/ n [C] 1 a particular manner, char- 
acteristic, or fashion © | like the way your hair is 
fixed. © Jack and Beth feel the same way about ani- 


mals. O There is no way I can leave her. © They don’t 
write songs the way they used to. 2 Your way is also 
the ability to do things in the manner you want: 
My little sister gets furious if she doesn’t get her way. 


USAGE .Di _ =a RL akin Lea 
way or method/means of? 

Way in this sense is used on its own or followed 
by to do something or of and a present parti- 
ciple (-ing form). 

You can get there in a number of ways. 

What's the best way to get there? 

What's the best way of getting there? 
Method of or means of are not used on their 
own, and are followed by a noun. 

What method of transportation do you use? 

We had no means of communication. 


FAR /wei/ adv [always + adv/prep; not gradable] 
infmi 1 (used for emphasis) far or long © That skirt’s 
way too much money. © Come on now, Alexander, 
it’s way past your bedtime. 2 slang Way can also 
mean very: That car is way cool! 


WORD FAMILY way 


Nouns causeway Adjectives halfway 
freeway one-way 
highway out-of-the-way 

two-way 

halfway 
midway 
one-way 


subway 
thruway 
way 


Adverbs 


IDIOMS with way 


e by the way used for introducing a statement or 
subject that may not be directly related to the sub- 
ject being discussed © By the way, | heard that Phyl- 
lis may be moving to Dallas. 

ein a Way considered in a particular manner © /a 
a way, | hope he doesn’t win. 

ein the way in a position that prevents something 
from happening or someone from moving © Work 
often gets in the way of my social life. © It’s a small 
street, and he parked right in the way. 

°on its way 1 happening or arriving soon © They 
have three kids, and another on the way. © My school 
is well on its way to a championship. © We’re on our 
way from Logan, and should be there soon. 2 \f you 
are on your way you are leaving: Give me a kiss and 
Ill be on my way. 

e the way things are, the way things stand given 
the situation as it is now O The way things stand, | 
cannot continue to work. 

e way of life the manner in which a person or so- 
ciety usually lives O Sleeping in hotels three or four 
nights a week is not an ideal way of life. 


wayward /'wer-ward/ adj not behaving or 
moving as expected © He was a wayward kid. A 
wayward ball bounced into the yard. 


we PEOPLE /wi:, wi/ pronoun [pl] 1 the person 
speaking and one or more others © /f you don’t 
hurry up we won't be on time. 2 We can be used by 


z bat | a hot | ai bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 31 boy | ov go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


1079 


wear 


a speaker or a writer to refer to the listener or per- 
son reading and the person speaking or writing: 
We have to get started now if we’re going to finish 
this afternoon. 3 We can also mean you: Now ev- 
eryone, we don’t want to be late, do we? 

ALL PEOPLE /wi:, wi/ pronoun [pl] all people; every- 
one © We live on planet earth. 


weak NOT STRONG /wi:k/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 
lacking strength or energy, or likely to stop work- 
ing or break © After having been so sick, it’s not 
surprising you still feel weak. © That old chair is very 
weak and needs gluing. 2 A drink that is weak lacks 
flavor: The coffee was weak and tasteless. 3 A weak 
link is the part of something that is most likely to 
break: This year, the team’s only weak link is that 
third baseman. 
weaken /'wi::kan/ v[I/T] © [|] The country’s econ- 
omy continues to weaken. © [T] Long exposure to 
vibration can weaken aircraft parts. 
weakly /'wi:-kli/ adv o “I’m feeling a little better 
now,” he said weakly. 
weakness /'wi:k-nas/ n [C/U] 1 [U] The building's 
collapse was caused by weakness in several beams. 
2 Weakness is also a fault in someone’s character: 
[U] Is crying always a sign of weakness? 3 A weak- 
ness is also a strong liking for something: [C] She 
admitted to a weakness for desserts. 


‘WORD CHOICES weak 


if someone is physically weak because of being 
small, you could describe that person as puny 
or a weakling. 

He was puny as a child. 

It would take more than a few exercises to 
turn a ninety-pound weakling into a 
heavyweight boxer. 

lf someone is physically weak because of being 
old or ill, you could use the adjective frail. 

a frail, gray-haired lady 

lf someone is weak and could easily be hurt, 
you can describe them as defenseless or 
vulnerable. 

a small defenseless child 

The disease most often affects vulnerable 
people such as children and the elderly. 


BELOW STANDARD /wi:k/ adj [-er/-est only] below 
standard; not good enough © He was always weak 
in languages but strong in science. 


WORD FAMILY weak 


weakling 
weakness 


Verbs 
Adverbs weakly 


Nouns weaken 


Adjectives weak 


weak acid n [C] chemistry an acid with a PH of 
5 or 6 whose MOLECULES do not break down into 
smaller molecules or atoms in water 


weak base n[C] chemistry a BASE whose MOL- 
ECULES do not break down into smaller molecules 
or atoms in water 


weak force n[C/U] physics areaction between 

PARTICLES (= very small pieces of matter) that 
causes some RADIOACTIVE substances to break 
down 


weakling /‘wi:-klig/ n [C] someone who is 
weak, either physically or in character © Exercise 
can turn a weakling into a big, tough guy. 


wealth MONEY /welé/ n [U] a large amount of 
money and other valuable possessions © His wealth 
is so great that money doesn’t mean much to him. 
wealthy /'wel-@i/ adj © Natural resources and a 
well-trained workforce make a country wealthy. 


LARGE AMOUNT /wel@/ n[U] a large amount © Jim 
has a wealth of teaching experience. 


wean /wi:n/ v [T] to cause a baby or young ani- 
mal to stop feeding on its mother’s milk and to eat 
other foods © She started to wean her baby at six 
months. 


weapon /'wep:an/ n[C] an object used in fight- 
ing or war, such as a gun or a bomb, or something 
used against someone © The walls were decorated 
with swords, axes, and other medieval weapons. © 
Even laughter can be used as a weapon. 
weaponry /'wep-an-ri/ n[U] weapons generally, 
or a particular type of weapons © Precision air 
weaponry has revolutionized warfare. 


wear COVER THE BODY /wer, wer/ v[T] past simp. 
wore, past part. worn 1 to have clothing or jewelry 
on your body © He wears glasses for reading. © (fig.) 
The prisoner wore a confident smile throughout the 
trial. 2 To wear your hair in a particular style is to 
have it arranged in a certain way: She wears her 
hair in a ponytail. 
wear /wer, wer/ n[U] clothes designed for a par- 
ticular use or of a particular type O She designed 
sportswear and very elegant evening wear. 


WEAKEN /wer, wer/ v[I/T] past simp. wore, past part. 
worn to make something become weaker, dam- 
aged, or thinner because of continuous use ° [I] 
My favorite shirt wore at the collar. © [T] | wore a 
hole in my favorite sweater. 0 [M] Wind and water 
slowly wore away the mountain's jagged peak, mak- 
ing it round. 
wear /wer, wer/ n[U] © I’ve gotten a lot of wear 
out of this coat. 


WORD FAMILY wear 


Verbs wear 


Nouns wear 
underwear 


IDIOM with wear 


e wear the pants to be the person in a relationship 
who makes the decisions © Lisa certainly wears the 
pants in that family. 


PHRASAL VERB with wear 


ewear off to stop having an effect or influence © 
The vaccine wears off after 10 years. 

ewear someone out MAKE TIRED [M] to make 
someone very tired by demanding a lot of that 
person’s work or attention © He wears me out with 
his constant complaining. © Related adjective: 
WORN OUT EXTREMELY TIRED ‘ 
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wear and tear 


e wear out something USE REPEATEDLY [M] to use 
something so much or for so long that it is no 
longer usable © | read that book over and over till | 
wore it out. O Related adjective: WORN OUT NOT 
USABLE 


wear and tear n [U] the damage that comes 
from ordinary use © Most tires will last for four years 
with normal wear and tear. 


wearisome /'wiri:-sam/ adj [not gradable] 
Causing a person to be tired; boring © A long project 
becomes wearisome and loses its excitement for me. 


weary /'wir-i/ adj very tired, esp. from hard work 
© Even my brain is weary tonight! 
wearily /'wir-a-li/ adv oO | dragged myself wearily 
out of bed. 
weariness /'wir-i:-nas/ n[U] © My weariness was 
so great, | couldn’t even answer the telephone. 


weasel /'wi:-zal/ n[C] a small mammal with red- 
dish brown fur and a long body, which feeds on 
small animals such as mice and birds 


PHRASAL VERB with weasel 


eweasel out (of something) infml to escape re- 
sponsibility for something 0 My roommate always 
tries to weasel out of doing the dishes. 


weather AIR CONDITIONS /'wed-ar/ n [U] the 
conditions in the air at a particular time, such as 
wind, rain, or temperature © / always wear gloves 
in cold weather. © Expect some nasty weather to- 
morrow, possibly even a thunderstorm. 

weather /'weé-ar/ v [I/T] to change in color or 
form over a period of time because of the effects 
of sun, wind, rain, or other conditions in the air o 
[!] The yellow paint will weather to a grayish white. 
weathered /'weé-ard/ adj o The wall was made 
from rounded, weathered stones. 

weathering n [U] earth science 

LIVE THROUGH /'wed-ar/ v[T] to live through a dif- 
ficult situation or a problem © She's weathered a 
few professional setbacks this year. 


IDIOM with weather 


¢weather the storm to be able to continue doing 
something despite serious problems © Will the am- 
bassador be able to weather the storm caused by his 
remarks? 


weather-beaten adj not having been pro- 
tected from sun, wind, or rain and so marked or 
damaged by them 0 The fisherman had a weather- 
beaten face. 


weather forecaster n [C] a person whose 
job is to report what the weather will be in the near 
future 


weathering /'wed-s-rin/ n [U] earth science 
the processes by which rock is broken into smaller 
pieces by the action of the weather 


weatherman /'wed-ar,mzen/ n [C] a man 
whose job is to report the weather on television or 
radio 


weave MAKECLOTH /wi:v/ v [I/T] past simp. 
wove, weaved, past part. woven, weaved 1 to 
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make cloth by repeatedly passing a single thread 
in and out through long threads on a LOOM (= 
special frame) © [T] How long does it take to weave 
three yards of cloth? 2 You can also weave dried 
grass, leaves, and thin branches into hats, contain- 
ers, and other items. 

weave /wi:v/ n [C] the way in which cloth has 
been woven © The blanket has a loose weave. 


MOVE /wi:v/ v [always + adv/prep] past weaved to 

frequently change direction while moving for- 
ward, esp. to avoid things that could stop you © 
[|] The taxi weaved through traffic to get us to the 
airport. 


web NET /web/ rn [C] short form of COBWEB © A 
spider’s web hung in a corner of the window. © See 
also: COBWEB 


SKIN /web/ n [C] the skin connecting the toes of 
some water birds and animals which helps them 
to swim 

webbed /webd/ adj © Ducks, gulls, and frogs all 
have webbed toes. 


Web /web/ n [U] short form of WORLD WIDE WEB 0 
Can you log onto the Web? 


weblog /'web-lo:g, -lag/, short form blog /blo:g, 
blag/ n [C] a WEBSITE on which one person or 
group puts new information regularly, often every 
day 


website /'web:sait/ n [C] a place on the INTER- 
NET with one or more pages of information about 
a subject © His fans created a website, giving every 
detail of his private life. 


wed /wed/ v [I/T] past wedded, wed to marry 
someone 0 [I] They are planning to wed in June. 
wedded /'wed:ad/ adj [not gradable] © a wed- 
ded couple 
wedding /'wed-in/ n [C] © Rosie’s wedding is in 
July. 0 She had an elegant wedding dress. 


IDIOM with wed 


ewedded to something 1 believing strongly in 
something © He remains wedded to the free-enter- 
prise system. 2 |f something is wedded to some- 
thing else, the two are closely connected: San 
Diego’s economy is wedded to the military. 


Wed. n abbreviation for WEDNESDAY. 


we'd /wi:d/ contraction of we had or we would 0 
By then, we'd heard the same story six times. 


wedge /wed3/ n[C] a piece of wood, metal, or 
other material with a pointed edge at one end and 
a wide edge at the other, used to keep two things 
apart or, when forced between two things, to 
break them apart © A wedge under the door kept it 
open. 
wedge /wed3/ v[T] © He wedged the window open 
with a screwdriver. 


wedlock /'wed-lak/ n [U] the state of being 
married 


Wednesday /‘wenz-di, -de1/, abbreviation Wed. 
n [C/U] the day of the week after Tuesday and be- 
fore Thursday 
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wee /wi:/ adj [not gradable] very small; little © /t 
may make you feel awkward to give a wee gift and 
get a whopper back in return. O They can’t party till 
the wee hours (= the hours starting at one o’clock 
in the morning) and sack out till noon. 


weed /wi:d/ n[C] any wild plant that grows ina 
garden or field where it is not wanted © My garden 
is overrun with weeds. 
weed /wi:d/ v [I/T] to remove wild, unwanted 
plants © [I] / weeded all afternoon. 


PHRASAL VERB with weed 


eweed out someone/something [M] to get rid of 
people or things that are not wanted © The admin- 
istration plans to weed out failed programs. 


week /wi:k/ n [C] a period of seven days, either 
from the beginning of Sunday to the end of Sat- 
urday or from the beginning of Monday to the end 
of Sunday © next/last week © We go to the movies 
about once a week. 
weekly /'wi:-kli/ adj, adv [not gradable] happen- 
ing or appearing every week © a weekly magazine 
© We go to the city weekly. 
weekly /'wi:-kli/ n (C] © / subscribe to several 
weeklies (= magazines or newspapers that are pub- 
lished once a week). 


| WORD FAMILY week 


Nouns week Adjectives weekly 
midweek midweek 
weekday’ weeklong 
weekend Adverbs weekly 
weeknight midweek 


work week 


IDIOMS with week 


ea week ago (this) last week on © The problem 
with the TV started a week ago Monday. 

ea week from in one week following © The first 
performance of the play is a week from tomorrow. 
eweek after week, week in, week out for many 
weeks, for a long time, or usually © / get up very 
early, week in, week out. 


weekday /‘wi:k-de1/ n [C] any day of the week 
except Saturday or Sunday © The bank is open from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays. 


weekend /'wi:k:-end/ n [C] Saturday and Sun- 
day, when many people do not work © Do you have 
anything planned for the weekend? 


weeklong /‘wi:k'ls:9/ adj [not gradable] lasting 
one week © They open weeklong talks in New Zea- 
land on Tuesday, aimed at reaching a settlement. 


weeknight /‘wi:k-nait/ n [C] the night of any 
day of the week except Saturday and Sunday 


weep /wi:p/ v [I/T] past wept to cry tears © [I] / 
could hear someone weeping. 


weigh SHOW WEIGHT /wei/ v to be pulled to- 
ward the earth with a particular force that can be 
measured, or to measure this force in an object; to 
show an amount of weight © [L] The baby weighed 
six pounds, ten ounces at birth. © [L] This table 
weighs a lot. © [T] She weighs herself every morning. 


weight 


INFLUENCE /wei/ v [I always + adv/prep] to have 
an influence © The factor that weighed most heavily 
in her favor was her record of success as a lawyer. 


CONSIDER /wei/ v [T] to consider something care- 
fully, esp. by comparing facts or possibilities, in or- 
der to make a decision © The judge told the jury to 
weigh the facts and the evidence. © You have to 
weigh the advantage of early graduation against the 
disadvantage of being younger than everyone else. 


WORD FAMILY weigh 


Nouns 


weight 
weightlessness 


Adjectives overweight 
underweight 


Verbs weigh weighted 
outweigh weightless 
weighty 


IDIOM with weigh 


eweigh a ton to be very heavy © This suitcase 
weighs a ton. 


PHRASAL VERBS with weigh 


«weigh down someone/something [M] to make it 
difficult for someone or something to move by giv- 
ing that person or thing a heavy load to carry © 
She checked her bags because she didn’t want to be 
weighed down. © (fig.) She was weighed down (= 
made tired and worried) by the aches and pains of 
old age. 

eweigh in GIVE OPINION to give an opinion or 
enter a discussion or argument © The senator 
weighed in with a blistering attack on welfare cheats. 
eweigh in MEASURE to measure how heavy 
someone is, esp. before a competition © The boxers 
both weighed in at 162 pounds. 

eweigh on something to make someone feel ner- 
vous or worried © Problems at work are weighing on 
him. 


weight HOW HEAVY /weit/ n [C/U] 1 a quality 
of an object that is a measure of the force by which 
the earth attracts it, or an object considered as 
having this quality © [U] The maximum weight the 
bridge can support is 15 tons. © [U] You've lost some 
weight since the last time | saw you. © [U] | don’t 
want to put on weight (= become heavier). © [C] 
When lifting a heavy weight, keep your back straight 
and bend your knees. 2 A weight is also a piece of 
metal whose force toward earth has been mea- 
sured, and by which you can measure other ob- 
jects: [C] a one-pound weight 3 A weight is also 
sports equipment, esp. a piece of metal attached 
to each end of a bar or to a special machine that 
you move or lift to strengthen your muscles: [C] 
He lifts weights. 
weightless /'weit-las/ adj being in a state in 
which GRAVITY (= the force by which the earth at- 
tracts objects) does not cause movement of ob- 
jects © The astronauts are weightless in space. 
weightlessness /'weit-la-snas/ n [U] 
INFLUENCE /weit/ n[U] influence © Her word carried 
weight with her neighbors. 
weighted /'wert-ad/ adj given an influence that 
would not happen naturally © Roche's, the most 
heavily weighted stock in the Swiss Market Index, has 
climbed 25 percent since Jan. 3. 
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weighty /‘weit-i/ adj important and serious © 
They discussed weighty topics like arms control, the 
Middle East, and the federal budget deficit. 


IDIOM with weight 


eweight off your mind a worry that you had but 
that is now gone © /t was a weight off my mind, 
knowing she arrived home safe. 


weighted /‘weit-ad/ adj science of information 
being studied, having a value attached to show its 
importance compared with all the information be- 
ing studied 


weightlifting /‘weit l1f-tin/ n [C] the activity 
of lifting heavy bars to strengthen the muscles, ei- 
ther for exercise or in a competition 
weightlifter /‘weit lif-tar/ n[C] © The 5-foot-9, 
200-pound weightlifter had a Superman logo tat- 
tooed on his left arm. 


weird /wird/ adj [-er/-est only] strange and dif- 
ferent from anything natural or ordinary © She is a 
little weird in the way she dresses, | have to admit. 


weirdo /'wird-ou/ n[C] p!weirdos slang a person 
who you think is strange and who makes you un- 
comfortable © That guy is a real weirdo. 


welcome MEET /'wel-kam/ v [T] to meet or 
speak to someone in a friendly way when the per- 
son comes to the place where you are O We went 
next door to welcome our new neighbors. © The 
prime minister of Canada welcomed the president 
warmly. 
welcome /'wel-kam/ exclamation © Welcome! 
Come on in. © Welcome home! 
welcome /'wel-kam/ n [C] © We were given a 
warm welcome. 
welcome /'wel-kam/ adj If you tell people they 
are welcome, you are telling them that you will be 
happy to have them visit you: You'll always be wel- 
come here. 


SUPPORT /'wel-kam/ v [T] to be pleased about or 
support something © Baseball fans welcomed the 
end of the players’ strike. © She welcomed the op- 
portunity to explain herself. 
welcome /'wel-kam/ adj 1 The cool weather was 
a welcome change. © You're welcome to the pie (= 
you can have it). 2 “You're welcome” is a polite 
answer when someone thanks you: “Thanks for 
taking care of our cat.” “You’re welcome.” 


WORD FAMILY welcome 


Nouns welcome 
Verbs 


Adjectives welcome 
unwelcome 


welcome 


weld /weld/ v [I/T] to join pieces of metal to- 
gether permanently by melting the parts that 
touch, or to join one piece of metal to another in 
this way © [T] /ron spikes were welded to the railing 
around the embassy. 
weld /weld/ n[C] © A weld on the base of the chair 
had broken. 
welder /'wel-dar/ n[C] © He works as a welder. 


welfare © HEALTH AND HAPPINESS /'wel-fer, 
-feer/ n [U] physical and mental health and hap- 
piness O We were concerned for our parents’ welfare 
when we heard about the storm in Florida. 


HELP /'wel-fer, -feer/ n [U] social studies help 
given, esp. money, by a government to people 
who are poor and who do not have jobs © welfare 
benefits © The family had to go on welfare. 


welfare state n[Cja political system in which 
the government pays for health care and other so- 
cial benefits for its citizens, or a nation that oper- 
ates under this system 


well HEALTHY /wel/ adj comparative better, super- 
lative best healthy © | don’t feel well. © | feel better 
now. 
wellness /'wel-nas/ n [U] the condition of being 
healthy © The book promotes wellness through diet 
and exercise. 


EXCLAMATION /wel, wal/ exclamation used to in- 
troduce something you are about to say, or to con- 
nect one statement with the next, or to show 
doubt or disagreement, annoyance, surprise, or 
understanding © Well, what happened next? © He 
started yelling at me, and well, | was scared at first. 
© Well, what are you going to do now that you’ve 
lost your job? © Oh well, there’s not much we can do 
about it now. 


INA GOOD WAY /wel/ adv comparative better, su- 
perlative best in a good way; to a high or satisfac- 
tory standard © The car was well designed. © She 
manages people very well. 0 | can’t sing as well as 
Jessica (= She sings better). © His point about re- 
ducing waste is well taken (= accepted as a fair criti- 
cism). © The two hours of discussion was time well 
spent (= it was a useful discussion). © | want to con- 
gratulate you on a job well done. 


TO A GREAT DEGREE /wel/ adv comparative better, 
superlative best 1 to a great degree; much or com- 
pletely © | know her well. © Put in two eggs and stir 
well. © He sent away for tickets well in advance (= 
very early). O | knew perfectly well what time it was. 
© | knew her pretty well when | lived in lowa City. 2 
Well is used with some prepositions and adverbs 
for emphasis: Keep the children well away from the 
edge of the pool. © It costs well over $100. 3 Well is 
used with a few adjectives for emphasis: The mu- 
seum is well worth a visit. 

REASONABLY /wel/ adv [not gradable] with good 
reason O /| couldn't very well say no. 

HOLE /wel/ n [C] a deep hole in the ground from 
which water, oil, or gas can be obtained © an oil 
well © well water 

COME TO SURFACE /wel/ v [I] (of a liquid) to come 
to the surface or into view © As she read the letter, 
tears welled in her eyes. © (fig.) He could feel the 
anger well up inside him. 


IDIOM with well 


ewell done used for praising someone who has 
achieved something © “! passed the test for my driv- 
ers license.” “Well done!” © See also: WELL-DONE 


we'll /wi:|, wil/ contraction of we shall or we will 
O We'll be there tomorrow. 


well-advised adj showing good judgment o 
You would be well-advised to reserve a room in 
advance. 


well-balanced adj having the right amounts 
of all the different parts that make up something 
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west 


ee ___ 


© It’s important to give your kids healthy well-bal- 
anced meals, including all the food groups. 


well-behaved adj behaving in a way that is 
considered correct © a well-behaved boy 


well-being n [U] the state of feeling healthy 
and happy © Seeing her grandchildren gave her a 
sense of well-being. 


well-built adj having an attractive, strong body 


well-done adj (of meat) cooked all the way 
through © a well-done steak © See also: WELL DONE 
at WELL IDIOMS 


well-dressed adj wearing or usually wearing 
attractive and stylish clothes 


well-educated adj having had a good or a 
high level of education 


well-founded adj based on facts or good rea- 
sons © Her fears were well-founded. 


well-groomed adj having a neat, clean 
appearance 


well-heeled adj wealthy © The village has be- 
come a summer retreat for well-heeled city dwellers. 


well-informed adj having a lot of knowledge 
© Marilyn is well-informed about the stock market. 


well-kept adj taken care of in a proper way that 
people notice © She lives in a neighborhood of well- 
kept lawns and relatively little crime. 


well-kept secret n [C] information that very 
few people know ° It was a well-kept secret that the 
old system was biased in favor of homeowners. 


well-known adj known or recognized by many 
people © The book is by a well-known historian. 


well-liked adj liked by many people 


well-mannered adj behaving in a pleasant 
and polite way © The other visitors were too well- 
mannered to complain. 


well-meant adj intended to be helpful or kind, 
although not always having a good effect 


wellness /'wel-nas/ no See at WELL HEALTHY 


well-nigh adj almost © Once you get behind, it 
is well-nigh impossible to catch up. 


well-off adj wealthy 


well-read adj having read many important 
books 


well-rounded adj having or providing expe- 
rience and knowledge in a number of different ar- 
eas © Some experts say that home-schooled children 
may not receive a well-rounded education. 


well-thought-of adjrespected by many peo- 
ple for quality, ability, moral character, etc. © He 
was well-thought-of as a foreign-policy expert. 


well-timed adj happening or made to happen 
at a particularly suitable time © Her appearance was 
well-timed to coincide with the arrival of the 
president. 


well-to-do / wel-ta'du:/ adj showing signs of 
being successful; rich © It was a well-to-do neigh- 
borhood of large, single-family homes with big 
backyards. 


well-versed adj having a lot of knowledge 
about something © He was well-versed in the history 
of space flight. 


well-wisher n [C] a person who encourages or 
supports someone © Hundreds of well-wishers sur- 
rounded the team. 


welt /welt/ n[C] a raised, red area of skin usually 
caused by being hit 


welter /'wel-tar/ n [U] a large number of things 
in confusion or disorder © The report was issued 
amid a welter of conflicting evidence. 


went /went/ past simple of GO 


wept /wept/ past simple and past participle of 
WEEP 


were /w3r, war/ past simple of BE 


we're /wir, war, wiir/ contraction of we are © 
We're ready now. 


weren't /w3rnt, warnt/ contraction of were not 
© They weren't outside. 


werewolf /‘wir-wulf, 'wer-, '‘w3r-/ n[C] piwere- 
wolves an imaginary creature in stories that is a 
person who changes into a WOLF (= wild animal) 
when the moon is a complete circle 


west /west/, abbreviation W. n [U] the direction 
where the sun goes down in the evening that is 
opposite east, or the part of an area or country 
which is in this direction © The points of the com- 
pass are north, south, east, and west. © The sun sets 
in the west. 
west /west/, abbreviation W. adj, adv [not grada- 
ble] © the west coast © The town is west of here. 
westerly /'wes-tar-li/ adj toward or near the west 
© a westerly wind 
western /'wes-tarn/, abbreviation W. adj [not 
gradable] © Grand Rapids is in the western part of 
Michigan. 
western /'wes-tarn/ n[C] a movie based on sto- 
ries about life in the part of the US west of the 
Mississippi River when white people began going 
there to live in the 19th century 
westerner /'wes-tar-nar, -ta-nar/ n[C] a person 
from the western part of a country, or (in the US) 
a person from the part of the country west of the 
Mississippi River 
westward /'wes:tward/ adj [not gradable] to- 
ward the west © a westward route 
westward _ /'wes-tward/, westwards /'wes- 
twerdz/ adv [not gradable] toward the west © The 
clouds drifted westward, 


WORD FAMILY west 
Nouns 


west 
western 
westerner 


Adjectives westerly 
western 
westward 


Adverbs west 


westward 
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IDIOM with west 


ethe West 1 the part of the US west of the Mis- 
sissippi River O The museum grounds contain an In- 
dian tepee and a large, heavy wagon used by early 
19th-century settlers of the West. 2 North America 
and the countries in the western part of Europe are 
also referred to as the West: The West must make 
a commitment to Africa to help find solutions to the 
continent’s problems. 


West Coast n [U] (in the US) the part of the 
country near the Pacific Ocean 


westernize, Westernize /‘wes-tar ,naiz/ v [I/T] 
world history to fill with qualities typical of a west- 
ern region, esp. Western Europe and America 
westernization, Westernization /,wes-tar-na 
'zer: fan/ n[U] world history © The process of west- 
ernization in China is spreading rapidly. 


wet /wet/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- 1 with liquid in, 
on, or around something; not dry © / stepped in a 
puddle of water and got my shoes wet. 2 If paint, 
ink, etc., is wet, it has not had time to dry. 3 Wet 
weather is weather with rain. 
wet /wet/ v [T] pres. part. wetting, past wet, wetted 
1 Wet a sponge and wipe off the table. 2 A person, 
esp. a child, who wets something causes it to be- 
come wet by urinating: He still sometimes wets his 
bed. 
wetness /'wet-nas/ n [U] © A lot of the wetness 
will evaporate before the rain reaches the plant's 
roots. 


wetlands /'wet-landz, -landz/, wetland /'wet- 
land, -leend/ p/n an area of land that is naturally 
wet © [U] Thousands of acres of wetlands are de- 
stroyed every year by development. 


we've /wi:v/ contraction of we have 0 It’s been 
over a year since we've done that. 


whack /hwek, wek/ v [T] to give someone or 
something a hard, noisy hit © He whacked his news- 
paper on the back of the chair as he talked. 
whack /hweek, week/ n [C] © She gripped her 
racket with both hands and gave the ball a hard 
whack. 


whale /hwerl, weil/ n [C] a very large sea 
mammal 


IDIOM with whale 


ea whale of a 1 a large amount of something 0 A 
whale of a lot of other people were there, too. 2 If 
something is a whale of a thing, it is a very good 
thing: Perry’s done a whale of a job for us. 


wham /hwem, wzm/ exclamation infm! used to 
suggest the sound of a sudden hit, or to signal that 
something sudden and unexpected happened o 
All of a sudden, wham, | couldn't leave my house, 
except to go to school. 


wharf /hwo:rf, wo:rf/ n[C] pi wharves, wharfs a 
raised, level structure built beside the edge of the 
sea or a river, where ships can be tied and goods 
unloaded 


what QUESTION /hwat, wat, hwat, wat, hwat, 
wat/ pronoun, exclamation 1 used to introduce 
general questions © What did the teacher say? © 


What is the capital of Nevada? 2 As an adjective, 
what can refer to people or things: What time is it? 
0 | don’t know what children she was talking about. 
3 What may be used to show that you did not hear 
something and to ask that it be repeated: “Hum- 
phrey Jones called.” “What (was that)?” “I said 
Humphrey Jones called.” » Usage: how or what? at 
HOW 


USAGE 

what 

People do say what when they have not heard 

what someone has said and want them to re- 

peat it, but it is more polite to say excuse me, 

| beg your pardon, pardon, or pardon me. 
“It’s ten o'clock.” “Pardon?” “I said it’s ten 
o'clock.” 


bees 15 fee 


THAT WHICH /hwat, wat, hwat, wat, hwat, wat/ 
pronoun the thing which; that which © / really 
didn't know what to say. © What annoyed me was 
her attitude. © | hope you like the sweater — it’s what 
you asked for. 


OPINION /hwat, wat, hwat, wat, hwat, wat/ pro- 
noun used to introduce your opinion 0 “She can’t 
come.” “What a pity (=| am sorry to hear that)!” 


IDIOMS with what 


e what about used for asking for an opinion about 
something © What about Laurie — should we invite 
her? 

ewhat do you know used for expressing surprise 
© Well, what do you know? The flight arrived on time. 
ewhat do you say infmi used for making a sug- 
gestion © What do you say we sell the car? 

e what for used for questioning the purpose of or 
reason for an action or plan O “We really need a 
bigger car.” “What for? The one we have seems big 
enough to me.” 

ewhat if used for asking what action to take if a 
particular thing should happen © What if our plane 
is delayed and we can’t make the connection? 

e what makes someone tick the reason you behave 
as you do O |’ve never been able to understand what 
makes him tick. 

ewhat on earth used for showing surprise 0 What 
on earth is going on in there? 

e what someone says goes, whatever someone says 
goes whatever a particular person says must be 
obeyed © | don’t agree with the boss either, but what 
he says goes. 

ewhat the heck used for showing anger or sur- 
prise O What the heck are you doing to my car? 
¢what’s eating someone infmi used for asking what 
is worrying or annoying someone 0 What's eating 
Bobby? He hasn't said anything all night. 

ewhat’s more more importantly © The decorations 
were beautiful and, what’s more, the kids made them 
themselves. 

ewhat’s the matter used for asking someone if 
there is a problem © You look worried — what’s the 
matter? 

ewhat’s up infm/ used for asking how someone is 
doing or how the person has been spending time 
© “Hi, Chuck, what's up?” “Nothing much.” 
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whereabouts 


a 


whatchamacallit /‘hwatf-a-ma,ko: lat, 'wat/-, 
‘hwatf-, 'watJ-/ n [C] (used when you cannot re- 
member or do not know the name of something) 
an object © My whatchamacallit is broken — the 
thing that controls the oven temperature. 


whatever SOMETHING UNKNOWN /hwat'ev- 
ar, wat-, hwat-, wat-/ pronoun something whose 
particular nature or type you do not know © What- 
ever happens, you'll be all right. © You seem to criti- 
cize me whatever | do. 


ANYTHING /hwat'ev-ar, wat-, hwat-, wat-/ pronoun 
anything or everything © Give him whatever he 
wants. 


NOT IMPORTANT WHAT /hwat'ev-ar, wat-, hwat-, 
wat-/ adv [not gradable] used to say that some- 
thing is not important or makes no difference © 
“Can | dress casually or do | have to dress up?” 
“Whatever.” 


what's /hwats, wats, hwats, wats/ contraction of 
what is or what has © What’s (= What is) that stuff 
on your forehead? © They want a list of what’s (= 
what has) been stolen. 


whatsoever /,hwat-sou'ev-ar, ,wat-, ,hwat-, 
wat-/, whatever adv [not gradable] used after a 
negative phrase to add emphasis to the idea that 
is being expressed © He has no respect for authority 
whatsoever. 


wheat /hwi:t, wi:t/ n [U] a plant whose yellow- 
brown grain is used for making flour, or the grain 
itself 


wheedle /‘hwi:d-4l, 'wi:d-/ v [I/T] to try to per- 
suade someone to do something or to give you 
something by using your charm and by repeatedly 
asking in a way that would make refusal embar- 
rassing © [T always + adv/prep] He wasn’t going to 
tell me but | wheedled it out of him. 


wheel ROUND OBJECT /hwi:!, wi:l/ n [C] 1 a cir- 
cular object, connected at the center to a bar, that 
is used for making vehicles or parts of machines 
move © the wheel of a bicycle 2 The wheel refers to 
a STEERING WHEEL (= wheel in a vehicle that you 
turn to make the vehicle go left or right): / never 
feel safe with Richard behind the wheel (= driving). 
© Would you mind taking the wheel (= driving) for 
a couple of hours? 

wheel /hwi:l, wi:l/ v [T always + adv/prep] to 
push or pull an object with wheels under it © She 
was wheeling a stroller in the park. 

CHANGE DIRECTION /hwi:l, wi:l/ v [I always + adv/ 
prep] to turn around quickly © She wheeled around 
and slapped his face. 


wheelbarrow /‘hwi:| bzr-ou, 'wi:l-/ n [C] a 
movable container with a wheel at the front and 
two handles at the back, used esp. for moving 
building materials and in gardening 


wheelchair /‘hwi:l-tfer, ‘wi:l-, -tfaer/ n [C] a 
chair on wheels that people who are unable to 
walk use for moving around 


wheeling and dealing [UJ] an attempt to 
make a deal or get an advantage by using com- 
plicated and sometimes dishonest or unfair meth- 


ods © There was a lot of behind-the-scenes political 
wheeling and dealing going on. 


wheeze /hwi:z, wi:z/ v [I] to make a noise while 
breathing because of some breathing difficulty © 
Since | started exercising regularly, | no longer 
wheeze when | run for a train. 


when AT WHAT TIME /hwen, wen, hwen, wan/ 
conjunction, adv [not gradable] at what time; at 
the time at which © When is supper going to be 
ready? © When did the American Civil War begin? © 
| was just getting into the shower when the phone 
rang. 

CONSIDERING THAT /hwen, wen, hwan, wan/ con- 
junction considering the fact that © / can’t really call 
myself a vegetarian when | eat fish. 


USAGE Pe beg 
when or if? 
in conditional sentences when is used to de- 


scribe a situation that is always true or a situa- 
tion that you are sure will happen in the future. 
| always get migraines when it’s this hot. 
When | finish school, I’m going to go to 
college. 
If is used to describe a possible situation. 
It would be better for the environment if 
everyone went by bicycle. 
ltwould-be-betterfer-the-environment-when 
everyene-went-by_bicyele: 


ALTHOUGH /hwen, wen, hwan, wan/ conjunction 
despite the fact that © He says he hasn’t got any 
money when the truth is he’s got plenty. 


whenever EVERYTIME /hwen'ev-ar, wen-, 
hwan-, wan-/ conjunction every or any time oO I’m 
embarrassed whenever | think about it. © | try to let 
the kids out to play whenever possible. 


NOT IMPORTANT WHEN /hwen'ev:-or, = wen-, 
hwan-, wan-/ conjunction, adv [not gradable] used 
to say that the time something is done is not im- 
portant or makes no difference © “Will it be okay if 
we meet tomorrow instead of today?” “Sure, 
whenever.“ 


where /hwer, wer, hwer, wer/ conjunction, adv 
[not gradable] 1 to, at, or in what place © Where 
did she go to college? © | forget where | put the car 
keys. © | read it somewhere — | don’t know where (= 
the exact place). 2 Where can be used to mean at 
what stage: You reach a point where you just want 
to get the thing finished. 


IDIOMS with where 


ewhere someone is coming from the feelings 
someone has that cause that person to have a par- 
ticular opinion © | don’t agree with you entirely, but 
| understand where you're coming from. 

ewhere to turn what to do or whom to ask for 
help © She had no money and didn’t know where to 
turn for help. © Compare WHICH WAY TO TURN at 
WHICH IDIOMS 


whereabouts /‘hwer-9,bauts, 'wer-, ‘hweer-, 
'weer-/ pln the place where a person or thing ts © 
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Moreno’s whereabouts are unknown, but some peo- 
ple think he is in Panama. 

whereabouts /'hwer-9,bauts, ‘wer-, 'hwer-, 
'‘weer-/ adv [not gradable] in what place; where © 
Whereabouts is your office? 


whereas © /hwer'zz, wer-, hwer-, weer-/ con- 
junction compared with the fact that; but © /n Los 
Angeles, a chief cause of this pollution is paved-road 
dust, whereas in San Diego, it’s smoke from fire- 
places. 


whereby @ /hwer'bat, wer-, hweer-, wer-/ con- 
junction by which way or method © They've set up 
a plan whereby you can spread the cost over several 
months. 


wherein /hwer'tn, wer-, hweer-, weer-/ conjunc- 
tion in which, or in which part © The industry will 
have a situation wherein many companies will be un- 
able to afford to stay in business. 


whereupon /‘hwer-a,pan, ‘wer-, ‘'hwer-, 
'weer-, -3,p2:n/ conjunction immediately after 
which © We went home for coffee, whereupon Viv 
became violently ill. 


wherever /hwer'ev-ar, wer-, hweer-, wer-/ con- 
junction, adv [not gradable] 1 to or in any or every 
place © We can go wherever you like. 2 Wherever 
can also mean in all types of situations: We try to 
save money wherever possible, for instance by using 
coupons when we buy groceries. 


wherewithal /‘hwer-wi,5:|, 'wer-, ‘hwzr-, 
'weer-, -,99:I/ n [U] the money necessary for a par- 
ticular purpose © Most people don’t have the where- 
withal to hire the best lawyers. 


whet IDIOM /hwet, wet/ 
ewhet your appetite 1 to make you hungry © The 
smell of the turkey roasting on Thanksgiving always 
whets my appetite. 2 fig. \f something you experi- 
ence whets your appetite, it increases your interest 
in it or desire for it: | read a short story he wrote, 
and it whetted my appetite for more. 


whether /‘hweé-ar, 'wed-/ conjunction (used to 
refer to one or more possibilities or to express un- 
certainty) if © | didn’t know whether he was too busy 
or (whether) he just didn’t want to see me. 0 | wasn’t 
sure whether (or not) you’d like it. 


IDIOM with whether 


ewhether or not used for saying that it is not im- 
portant which of two possibilities is true © Whether 
or not you like it, I’m going out tonight. 0 Whether 
he wants to or not, he'll have to clean his room. 


whew, phew /hju:, fju:/ exclamation an expres- 
sion that shows you are surprised, tired, or RE- 
LIEVED (= happy that something worrying you is 
not going to happen) 


which QUESTION /hwit{, witJ/ pronoun, adj[not 
gradable] (used in questions and statements hav- 
ing a limited number of possibilities) what one or 
ones O Which train do you want to take — the one in 
the morning or the one in the afternoon? © She had 
trouble deciding which of her dresses to wear to the 
party. O She speaks Spanish or Portuguese, but I’ve 
forgotten which. 


USED TO REFER /hwitJ, witJ/ pronoun used to show 
what particular thing is being referred to © /t was 
a subject which he had never thought much about. 
© The club to which he belonged had just become 
too expensive. 


USAGE hs | ae 
which, who, or that? 


Use who to refer to a person. 


That boy who is wearing the red coat is called 
Paul. 
That 5 ie. Lo 
cated Pau: 
Use that to refer to either a person or a thing. 


The information that you provide must be 
accurate. 


Isn’t she the woman that you met yesterday? 
In some sentences, you can omit that. 
This is the shirt | bought yesterday. 
Use which to refer to a thing, but not a person. 
The restaurant which is next to the pub is 
really good. 
The-restaurant- whe ts nextto-the-pubisreaty 
good: 
That is used to introduce a phrase giving nec- 
essary information in a sentence. Which is usu- 
ally used to introduce a phrase giving extra 
information in a sentence. 
Jeanne is the girl that I love. 
Jeanne, which is my girlfriend’s name, is 
sitting across the room. 
You must also use which, not that, after a prep- 
osition when talking about a thing. 
Seal the envelope in which you have placed 
the documents. 


ADDS INFORMATION /hwitJ, witJ/ pronoun used to 
add extra information about something men- 
tioned earlier, in writing following a comma © She 
said it would be done by March, which | doubt. © The 
training, for which you will be paid, takes four weeks. 


IDIOMS with which 


ewhich is which each person or thing separately 
© The twins look so much alike I'm surprised anyone 
can tell which is which. 

ewhich way to turn what to do or whom to ask 
for help © Economic uncertainty left many companies 
not knowing which way to turn. 0 Compare WHERE 
TO TURN at WHERE IDIOMS 


whichever /hwit{'ev-ar, wit-/ pronoun, adj 
[not gradable] used to say that among various pos- 
sibilities, there is no important difference or that 
you are free to choose the one you like © We can 
go either Thursday or Friday, whichever is best for 
you. O Taxpayers could take their choice between the 
standard deduction and itemizing, and use which- 
ever produced a better result. © It’s going to be ex- 
pensive whichever way you do it. 


whiff /hwif, wif/ n [C] a smell that you notice 
briefly © / got a whiff of perfume as she walked by. 
© (fig.) A whiff of scandal was in the air. 
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Whig /hwig, wig/ n [C] 1 US history an Ameri- 
can during the Revolutionary War who wanted in- 
dependence from Britain. © Compare LOYALIST 2 
US history A Whig is also a member of a political 
party in the United States in the early 19th century 
that believed CONGRESS LAW MAKERS should have 
more power than the president and that sup- 
ported business and economic development. 3 
world history A Whig is also a member of a po- 
litical party in Britain from the 17th to the 19th 
century which wanted to limit the power of the 
king and queen. 


while LENGTH OF TIME /hwail, wail/ n [U] a 
length of time © He only had to wait a short while. 
© It was a while before any waiter took their order. © 
That happened a while ago (= did not happen re- 
cently). © | haven't seen him for a while (= a long 
time). © She's getting dressed, and she'll be ready in 
just a little while (= soon). 


DURING /hwail, wail/ conjunction during the time 
that, or at the same time as © | read it while you 
were drying your hair. © “I’m going to the post of- 
fice.” “While you're there can you get me some 
stamps?” 


ALTHOUGH /hwail, watl/ conjunction despite the 
fact that; although © While | know he’s not perfect, 
! do like him. 


BUT /hwail, wail/ conjunction compared with the 
fact that; but © Tom is very outgoing, while Ken’s shy 
and quiet. 


PHRASAL VERB with while 


ewhile away something [M] to spend time in a 
relaxed way, sometimes when waiting for some- 
thing else to happen © | used to knit a lot when | 
was pregnant just to while away the time. 


whim /hwim, wim/ n[C] a sudden desire or idea 
© The whims of rock stars can be hard to satisfy. 


whimper /‘hwim-par, '‘wim-/ v [I] to cry, mak- 
ing small, weak sounds © She whimpered 
pathetically. 

whimper /'hwim-par, 'wim-/ n [C] © There 
wasn’t a whimper of complaint from anyone. 


whimsical /‘hwim-zr-kal, 'wim-/ adj 7 unusual 
and using imagination 0 The songs have a whim- 
sical charm. 2 Whimsical also describes actions that 
change suddenly and for no obvious reason: Un- 
fortunately, his decisions are often whimsical. 


whimsy /‘hwim-zi, '‘wim-/ n [C/U] something 
playful and amusing © [U] The second book is as full 
of happy whimsy as the first. 


whine /hwain, wain/ v [I] to make a high, com- 
plaining sound, or to complain continually © /f you 
don’t stop whining, we won't go at alll 
whine /hwain, wain/ n [C usually sing] © (fig.) 
The whine of Tracey’s hair dryer wakes me every 
morning. 


whinny /‘hwin:i, 'win-i/ v [I] (of a horse) to 
make a soft sound, like a gentle NEIGH 


whip sTRAP /hwip, wip/ n[C] a piece of leather 
or rope fastened to a stick, used to train and con- 
trol animals or, esp. in the past, to hit people © The 
trainer cracked his whip, and the lions sat in a circle. 


whirlwind 


whip /hwip, wip/ v[T] -pp- © (fig.) Dallas whipped 
Buffalo 52 to 17 (= beat them by this score). 
whipping /‘hwip-1n, 'wip-/ n[C] a beating, esp. 
with a whip 

MOVE QUICKLY /hwip, wip/ v [always + adv/prep] 
-pp- to bring or take (something) quickly, or to 
move quickly 0 [M] They whipped my plate away 
before I’d even finished. © [M] Bill whipped out his 
harmonica. © [|] The wind whipped around the cor- 
ner of the building. 

BEAT FOOD /hwip, wip/ v [T] -pp- to beat cream, 
eggs, potatoes, etc., with a special utensil in order 
to make it thick and soft © / still need to whip the 
cream for the pie. 


POLITICS /hwip, wip/ n [C] an elected representa- 
tive of a political party in a LEGISLATURE whose job 
is to gather support from other LEGISLATORS (= law 
makers)for particular legislation and to encourage 
them to vote the way their party wants them to 


IDIOM with whip 


ewhip someone or something into something to 
make someone behave in a particular way © He 
whipped the crowd into a frenzy. 


PHRASAL VERBS with whip 


ewhip up someone/something CAUSE EMOTION 
[M] to cause or encourage a strong feeling or re- 
action in someone or something © | couldn’t whip 
up any enthusiasm for the assignment. 

ewhip something up MAKE SOMETHING [M] to 
make something very quickly © He whipped up a 
really good dinner. 


whiplash /‘hwip-lej, 'wip-/ n[U] a neck injury 
caused by a sudden movement forward and back 
of the head, as in a car accident 


whipping boy n[C] someone who is blamed 
or punished for the faults and mistakes of others 


whir /hw3r, w3r/, whirr v [I] -rr- (esp. of ma- 
chines) to make a soft, continuous sound like a 
wheel turning very quickly © / could hear the dish- 
washer whirring in the kitchen. 
whir /hwsr, w3r/ n[C usually sing] © There was a 
whir of wings as the ducks rose up into the air. 


whirl /hw32rl, w;rl/ v [I/T] to cause something to 
spin © [I] The wind came up and the snow began to 
whirl around us. 
whirl /hw3rl, w3rl/ n [C] © The dance was an ex- 
citing, dizzy whirl. 


whirlpool CIRCULAR CURRENT /‘hw3rl-pu:l, 
'‘w3rl-/ n [C] water that moves in a powerful, cir- 
cular current, sucking into its center anything that 
floats near it 

POOL WITH CURRENTS /‘hw3rl-pu:l, 'warl-/ n [C] 
an artificial pool with currents of water flowing 
through it © Some health clubs have whirlpools and 
steam rooms. 


whirlwind sTorM /‘hw3rl-wind, 'w3rl-/ n [C] 
1 a storm with strong winds that move in a circle 
2 People sometimes use whirlwind to describe a 
situation that happens suddenly and that is full of 
lots of quickly changing or confusing activity: The 
film created a whirlwind of controversy. 
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HAPPENING QUICKLY /'‘hw3rl-wind, ‘w3rl-/ adj 
[not gradable] happening or developing very 
quickly © a whirlwind tour 


whisk REMOVE /hwisk, wisk/ v [T always + adv/ 
prep] to take away or remove something or some- 
one quickly © A limo whisked us off to dinner. 0 The 
horse whisked flies from its back with its tail. 


BEAT FOOD /hwisk, wisk/ v[T] to beat eggs, cream, 
or other liquid with a utensil that adds air to the 
food, making it light © Whisk the vanilla into the 
batter. 
whisk /hwisk, wisk/ n [C] a wire kitchen utensil 
that you use for beating a mixture 


whisker /‘hwis-kar, 'wis-/ n[C] one of the long, 
stiff hairs that grow near the mouth of a cat, 
mouse, or other mammal © The cat carefully 
cleaned the milk off its whiskers. 


whiskers /‘hwis-karz, 'wis-/ p/n the hair that 
grows on a man’s face; BEARD 


whiskey, whisky /'hwis-ki, 'wis-/ n [C/U] a 
strong, pale brown, alcoholic drink made from 
grain 


whisper /'hwis-par, ‘wis-/ v [I/T] to say some- 
thing very quietly, using the breath but not the 
voice © [I] What are you girls whispering about? 
whisper /‘hwis:par, 'wis-/ n [C] © They spoke in 
whispers, not wanting anyone to hear them. 


whistle /‘hwis-al, 'wis-/ v [I/T] to make a musi- 
cal sound by forcing the breath through a small 
passage between the lips or through a special de- 
vice © [I] | whistled to my dog and she came running 
back. 9 [I] (fig.) The wind whistled through the trees. 
whistle /‘hwis-al, 'wis-/ n [C] 1 / lay in bed and 
listened to the whistles of trains across the river. 2 A 
whistle is also a device that makes a loud, high 
sound when you blow into it. 


whistle-blower n [C] a person who tells 
someone in authority about something illegal that 
is happening, esp. in a business or government 


white COLOR /hwatt, wait/ adj, n[C/U] 1 (of) a 
color like that of snow, milk, or bone © white hair 
© a white shirt © [C] We used a bright white on the 
ceilings. 2 The white of an egg is the part of an egg 
that becomes white when cooked. 
whiten /‘hwait-®n, 'wait-/ v [I/T] to make some- 
thing whiter, or to become whiter © [T] This tooth- 
paste is supposed to whiten your teeth. 

PALE SKIN /hwait, wait/ adj [-er/-est only] belong- 
ing to a race whose skin is pale in color; CAUCASIAN 
© There were many white faces in the crowd. 


WORD FAMILY white 


Nouns white Verbs whiten 


Adjectives white 


white blood cell n [C] biology a cell in the 
blood that has no red color and is involved in fight- 
ing infection O Compare RED BLOOD CELL 


whitecaps /‘hwait-kzps, 'wait-/ p/ n waves 
blown by the wind that are white at their tops 
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white-collar adj [not gradable] connected 
with a job in an office © These days, few white-collar 
workers actually wear white shirts. O Compare BLUE- 
COLLAR 


white flag n [C] a white cloth that is a symbol 
of defeat or of giving up on something 


White House n [U] the official home and of- 
fices of the president of the US 0 The White House 
has scheduled a news conference. 


white lie n [C] a lie that is about a subject that 
is not very important, or one that is told to be po- 
lite or kind 


white meat n [U] meat, usually from a bird, 
that is light in color when cooked © Compare RED 
MEAT 


White Pages p/ na book that lists the names, 
addresses, and telephone numbers of the people 
and businesses in a city or area O Compare YELLOW 
PAGES 


whitewash /‘hwait-waJ, ‘wait-, -wo:f/ n [C/U] 
1 paint made from water and white powder which 
is used esp. on walls and ceilings 2 A whitewash is 
something that hides a wrong or illegal action: [C] 
He called the report a whitewash. 
whitewash /‘hwait-waf, 'wait-, -wo:f/ v [T] 0 
whitewashed houses 0 He’s whitewashing the fence. 


white water, whitewater /‘hwarit ,wo:t: ar, 
‘walt-, -,wat-or/ n [U] water in a river that flows 
quickly and has a lot of bubbles © white-water 
rafting 


whittle /‘hwit-4l, '‘wit-/ v[I/T] to slice thin pieces 
from a piece of wood, or to form something from 
wood by slicing pieces off it © [I] He likes to whittle. 


IDIOM with whittle 


ewhittle away (at) something, whittle something 
down to gradually make something smaller or less 
important © We've whittled away at our debts. © By 
halftime their lead had been whittled down to two 
points. 


whiz EXPERT /hwiz, wiz/ n[C] infmia person with 
a very high level of skill or knowledge in a partic- 
ular area © Everyone knows at least one computer 
whiz. © Jo was one of those whiz kids who are mil- 
lionaires by the time they’re 25. 


MOVE FAST /hwiz, wiz/ v [I always + adv/prep] -zz- 
to move very fast © He whizzed through the job but 
made lots of mistakes. 


Who ASKING /hu:/ pronoun used esp. in questions 
to ask which person or people, or to ask someone’s 
name © Who did this? © Who's she? O USAGE: In 
formal speech or writing, “whom” is the form of 
“who” used when it is the object of a verb or 
preposition. 

ADDING INFORMATION /hu:/ pronoun used as the 
subject or object of a verb when referring to a par- 
ticular person or when adding information about 
a person just mentioned © The other people who 
live in the house are really friendly. © This is Frank, 
who | told you about. © USAGE: In formal speech or 
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writing, “whom” is the form of “who” used when 
it is the object of a verb or preposition. > Usage: 
which, who, or that? at WHICH USED TO REFER 


IDIOMS with who 


ewho cares used for showing you are not inter- 
ested in something © “There’s a dorm meeting to- 
night.” “Who cares?” 

ewho needs something used for saying you do not 
want something © More junk mail! Who needs it? 
ewho would have thought used for showing sur- 
prise at a piece of information © She’s written two 
novels since graduating? Who’d have thought? 


whoa /hwou, wou/ exclamation used to tell a per- 
son or a horse to stop or slow down, or to express 
surprise © Whoa! Not so fast. 


who'd /hu:d/ contraction of who would or who 
had © Who'd (= Who would) have thought we’d be 
married for this long? © It’s about a boy who’d (= 
who had) been around the world. 


whodunit /hu: 'dan-at/ n[C] infmia story, book, 
or movie about a mystery and its solution 


whoever PERSON /hu:'ev-ar/ pronoun the per- 
son who O Whoever broke the window will have to 
pay for it. O USAGE: In formal speech or writing, 
“whomever” is the form of “whoever” used when 
it is the object of a verb or preposition. 


ANYONE /hu: 'ev-ar/ pronoun any person who © The 
picketers were shouting at whoever entered the build- 
ing. © Whoever they are, | don’t want to see them! 
© USAGE: In formal speech or writing, “whomever” 
is the form of “whoever” used when it is the object 
of a verb or preposition. 


WHAT PERSON /hu:'ev-ar/ pronoun (used in place 
of who for emphasis in questions) what person or 
persons © Whoever would believe such a ridiculous 
story? 


whole /houl/ adj [not gradable] 1 all of some- 
thing; the full amount © Painting the two rooms will 
take the whole day. © He cooked a meal for the whole 
school. 2 Whole can also mean in one piece: You 
can eat the fruit whole or cut it up. 3 infml Whole 
can also be used to emphasize something: /’ve got 
a whole lot to do this afternoon. 
whole /houl/ n[C/U] all of the parts of something 
considered together as one thing, or all of some- 
thing © [C] Two halves make a whole. © [U] She'll 
be away the whole of next month. 
wholly /‘houl-li/ adv completely © | didn’t think 
her explanation was wholly truthful. 


USAGE ! a Loe ev 
the whole or the whole of? 
No preposition is necessary after whole when 
it is followed by a general word or phrase. 
| lived in Germany for the whole year. 
The preposition “of” is needed before a more 
particular word or phrase. 
| lived in Germany for the whole of 1999. 
Hived-in-Germanyforthe-whelet 999. 


___whom 


WORD FAMILY whole 


Nouns whole Adjectives whole 
wholesome 


unwholesome 


Adverbs wholly 


IDIOMS with whole 


ethe whole bit, the whole shebang, the whole 
thing everything related to an activity or idea © 
He’s got a fancy stove, gourmet cookware, the whole 
shebang. © | fell asleep and missed the whole thing. 
eon the whole generally © On the whole, | prefer 
classical music. 


wholehearted /‘hou! 'hart-ad/ adj completely 
enthusiastic © /’d like to thank all of you for your 
wholehearted support of this event. 


whole note n [C] music a note that is typically 
played for four times the length of a QUARTER 
NOTE » Picture: notation 


whole number n [C] mathematics a num- 
ber, such as 1, 17, or 3126, that has no FRACTIONS 
and does not contain a DECIMAL POINT; an 
INTEGER 


wholesale SELLING /‘houl-seil/ n [U] the activ- 
ity of selling goods, usually in large amounts, to 
businesses which then sell them to the public © 
Compare RETAIL 
wholesale /‘houl-seil/ adj, adv [not gradable] © 
wholesale prices © Do you Sell wholesale? 
wholesaler /‘houl ser-lar/ n [C] 

COMPLETE /‘houl-seil/ adj involving everyone or 
everything; complete © What the system needs is 
wholesale reform. 


wholesome /‘houl-sam/ adj good for you, and 
likely to benefit you physically, morally, or emo- 
tionally 0 Wholesome food helps keep you healthy. 
© This movie is wholesome family entertainment. 


whole step n [C] music the largest difference 
in sound between two notes that are next to each 
other in a musical SCALE (= series of notes) 


whole wheat adj [not gradable] made from 
whole grains of wheat © whole wheat bread 


who'll /hu:!/ contraction of who will © Who'll be 
at your party? 

whom ADDING INFORMATION /hu:m/ pronoun 
used as the object of a verb or after a preposition 
when referring to a particular person or when add- 
ing information about a person just mentioned © 
The Kenyans have three runners in the race, any of 
whom could win. © He took out a photo of his son, 
whom he adores. 


USAGE 
who or whom? 
The pronoun whom is very formal and most 
people use who instead. 
Who did you invite? 
Whom is often used after a preposition. 


The manager submitted a list of workers, one 
of whom was African-American. > 
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whomever 


Some people avoid using whom by putting the 
preposition toward the end of the sentence 
and using who instead, especially in speech 
and in less formal writing. 

Who did you go out with last night? 

With whom did you go out last night? 


ASKING /hu:m/ pronoun used esp. in questions as 
the object of a verb or after a preposition, when 
asking which person or people, or when asking 
what someone’s name is © Of whom can it truly be 
said that they have never been dishonest? 


whomever /hu:'mev:ar/ pronoun WHOEVER © 
Give it to whomever you please. O USAGE: In infor- 
mal speech and writing, “whoever” is more often 
used. “Whomever” is more often used immedi- 
ately after prepositions than in other positions. 


whoop /hu:p, hup, hwu:p, hwup/ v [I/T] to 
shout loudly and in an excited way © [I] / was so 
ee it was hard not to whoop out loud. 
whoop /hu:p, hup, hwu:p, hwup/ n [C] © Jake 
let out a whoop of triumph. 


IDIOM with whoop 


ewhoop it up to enjoy yourself in a noisy and en- 
thusiastic way © The crowd whooped it up when he 
made a hole in one. 


whoops /hwups, wups, wu:ps/ exclamation 
OOPS 


whopper /‘hwap-er, 'wap-/ n [C] infm! 1 some- 
thing that is much bigger than the usual size © Your 
monthly payment is a whopper. 2 A whopper is also 
a big lie: Fishermen are supposed to tell the biggest 
whoppers. 
whopping /‘hwap-tn, 'wap-/ adj infml o The 
mayor was elected by a whopping majority. 


who re /hu:-ar, hur/ contraction of who are © The 
film begins with a young couple, who're just about 
to get married. 


who’s /hu:z/ contraction of who is or who has © 
Who’s (= Who is) coming over tonight? © This is Bob, 
who’s (= who has) kept our software running. 


whose /hu:z/ pronoun 1 used to ask which per- 
son owns or is responsible for something, or to say 
who is responsible for something © Whose bag is 
this? © | don’t care whose fault it is. 2 Sometimes 
whose refers to a thing, not a person: That's the 
house whose kitchen is painted purple. 


who've /hu:v/ contraction of who have 0 | know 
people who've found homes on the Internet. 


why /hwai, wai/ conjunction, adv [not gradable] 
for what reason 0 Why do you like living in Paris? 0 
She'll ask why you don’t have your homework. 


IDIOM with why 


ewhy not 1 used for making a suggestion © /f 
youre so unhappy, why not leave? 2 Why not is also 
used for expressing agreement: “Do you want Ital- 
ian food tonight?” “Sure, why not.” 


wick /wik/ n[C] a piece of string in the center of 
a candle, or a similar part of a light, which supplies 
fuel to a flame 
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wicked /'wik-ad/ adj 1 morally wrong and bad 
© He was a wicked, ruthless, and dishonest man. 2 
Wicked can also mean slightly bad, but in an at- 
tractive way: She has a wicked sense of humor. 3 
slang Wicked also means extreme: The demands of 
fund-raising are wicked. 


wicker /'wik-ar/ adj [not gradable] made of very 
thin pieces of wood twisted together © a wicker 
basket 


wide FAR FROM SIDE TO SIDE /waid/ adj[-er/-est 
only] 1 far from one side to the other, esp. in com- 
parison with length from top to bottom, or being 
a particular distance across O a wide window © a 
wide yard © The bay is 15 miles wide here. 2 Wide 
open spaces are land with no buildings on it. © 
Related noun: WIDTH 
widen /'waid-®n/ v [I/T] © [I] After it passes 
through town, the road widens. 

MANY OR MUCH /waid/ adj [-er/-est only] covering 
a large area, or including many types of things © 
They sell a wide range of skin-care products. © The 
candidate has wide support (= the support of many 
people). 
widely /'waid-li/ adv by many © French was 
widely spoken there. 
widen /'waid-®n/ v [I/T] © [T] Let’s widen the dis- 
cussion by listening to people with other points of 
view. 

COMPLETELY /waid/ adv [-er/-est only] to the 
greatest degree possible; completely © / was wide 
awake. © The dentist said, “Open wide.” 

WORD FAMILY wide 
width Verbs widen 


Adverbs wide 
widely 


Nouns 


Adjectives wide 


IDIOM with wide 


ewide open to something, wide open for some- 
thing likely to be influenced by something © I’m 
wide open to suggestions. 


widespread © /'waid'spred/ adj existing or 
happening in many places or among many people 
O Minnesota has experienced widespread flooding. 


widow /'wid-ou/ n[C] awoman whose husband 
has died and who has not married again 
widower /'wid-a-war/ n[C] a man whose wife 
has died and who has not married again 
widowed /'wid-oud/ adj [not gradable] having 
lost a husband or wife through death © My wid- 
owed uncle lives upstairs. 


width /wite, wide/ n [C/U] the distance across 
something from one side to the other © [C] The 
shoes are available in three widths. © Related adjec- 
tive: WIDE DISTANT FROM SIDE TO SIDE 0 Com- 
pare LENGTH DISTANCE 


wield /wi:ld/ v [T] to have or use power, author- 
ity, or influence, or to hold and use a weapon © 
Under the new city charter, the mayor wields most 
of the power. 


wife /waif/ n [C] pi wives the woman to whom a 
man is married; a married woman © Compare 
HUSBAND 
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Wi-Fi /'wai 'fai/ n [U] trademark a method of con- 
necting a computer to the INTERNET or to another 
computer without using wires © The mayor said his 
administration would look at making Wi-Fi available 
citywide at little or no charge. 


wig /wig/ n [C] a covering of hair that can be 
removed and is worn on the head to hide a lack 
of hair or to cover your own hair © a blond wig © 
Compare TOUPEE 


wiggle /‘wig-al/ v[I/T] to move up and down or 
from side to side with small, quick movements, or 
to cause this to happen © [T] He wiggled the handle 
but nothing happened. 
wiggle /'wig-al/ n [C] © The little boy gave his 
loose tooth a wiggle. 


wigwam /'wig-wam/ n [C] a cone-shaped tent 
made and lived in, esp. in the past, by American 
Indians in the eastern US 


wiki /'wik-i/ n[C] a place on the INTERNET where 
anyone can add new information, or change in- 
formation that is already there 0 However, staffers 
who need to regularly update content prefer a wiki 
because it is simple to use and edit. 


wild NATURAL /waild/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] liv- 
ing or growing independently of people, in natural 
conditions, and with natural characteristics 0 wild 
turkeys O These herbs grow wild. 
wild /waild/ n [U] places that have few towns or 
roads, are difficult to get to, and lack conveniences 
© In Kenya we saw elephants and lions in the wild. 


NOT CONTROLLED /waild/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 ex- 
treme or violent and not controlled © He led a wild 
life. © When | told him what I’d done, he went wild 
(= became angry). © /'ll make a wild guess (= one 
not based on careful thought). 2 slang Wild also 
means excellent, special, or unusual: The music 
they play is just wild. 3 Your wildest dreams are 
your hopes or thoughts about the best things that 
could happen in your future: Never in my wildest 
dreams did | think I’d win. 
wildly /'wail-dli/ adv © He danced wildly for hours. 
wild /waild/ adv [-er/-est only] © The teacher left 
the room, and the kids ran wild (= were not 
controlled). 


WORD FAMILY wild 


Nouns wild Adverbs wildly 


Adjectives wild 


IDIOM with wild 


ewild about something to like something a lot © 
I’m not wild about apples. 


wild card ANY VALUE rn [C] (in some card 
games) a card that can be used instead of any 
other © (fig.) Undecided voters are this election’s wild 
card. 

CHANCE TO PLAY n [C] (in sports) an extra oppor- 
tunity to qualify for a CHAMPIONSHIP competition 


wilderness /'wil-dar-nas/ n[C usually sing] an 
area of land that has not been farmed or had 
towns and roads built on it, esp. because it is dif- 
ficult to live in as a result of its extremely cold or 


will 


hot weather or bad earth © Large parts of Canada 
are still wilderness. 


wildfire /'waild-fair/ n [C] a powerful fire that 
burns out of control across a large area O Wildfires 
destroyed thousands of acres across Oregon. 


wildflower /‘waild flau-or, -,flaur/ n [C] any 
flower that grows without having been planted by 
people 


wildlife /‘waild-laif/ n [U] animals that live in- 

dependently of people, in natural conditions © 
Wildlife in the area includes deer, bears, and 
raccoons. 


wiles /wailz/ p/n skill and ways of tricking people 
into doing what you want © He'll need to use all his 
unusual methods and screwball wiles to complete his 
mission. © Related adjective: WILY 


will FUTURE /wil, wal/ modal verb will used only 
with the base forms of verbs when referring to the 
future © Claire will be five years old next month. © 
USAGE: The negative contraction is WON'T. © See 
also: SHALL 


INTENTION /wil, wal/ modal verb will, past simp. 
would used to express your intentions © This time 
| will learn from my mistakes. O USAGE: The negative 
contraction is WON'T. 


REQUEST /wil, wal/ modal verb will, past simp. would 
1 used to ask or tell someone to do something © 
Will you give me her address, please? 0 You will do 
it because | said so! 2 Will can be used as a polite 
way of inviting someone to do something, or of 
offering someone something: Will you come in? © 
USAGE: The negative contraction is WON'T. 


CAN /wil, wal/ modal verb will, past simp. would 
used to refer to what is possible; to be able to do 
something © This car will seat six people comforta- 
bly, O USAGE: The negative contraction is WON'T. 


ACCEPTANCE /wil, wal/ modal verb will, past simp. 

would used to say that behavior which usually 
happens is acceptable because it is expected © 
Boys will be boys. 


MENTAL POWER /wil/ n [C/U] 1 the mental power 
used to control and direct your thoughts and ac- 
tions, or a determination to do something, despite 
any difficulties or opposition © [C] He’ll need an iron 
will to stick to that diet. 0 [U] After six months in the 
hospital, she lost the will to live (= the desire and 
determination to stay alive). 2 Someone’s will is 
also what the person wants to happen: [U] / went 
there against my will. 
will /wil/ v [T] to try to make something happen 
by using your thoughts © She willed herself to re- 
main optimistic. 

DEATH PLAN /wil/ n [C] your official statement 
of what should be done with your money and 
property after you die © Your will isn’t valid until you 
sign it. 
will /wil/ v [T] to officially arrange for someone 
to receive part or all of your money or property 
after your death © She willed the house to her 
brother. 


IDIOMS with will 


eat will when you want to © Some actors can cry 
at will. 
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willful 


ewill have used for referring to the past from a 
point in the future O By the time we get there, Jim 
will have left. 


willful /'wil-fal/ adj (of something bad) done in- 
tentionally, or (of a person) determined to do ex- 
actly as you want, even if you know it is wrong © 
| think he showed a willful disregard for safety. 


willing /'wil-1n/ adj not opposed to doing some- 
thing; ready or eager to do something © /f you're 
willing to fly on Thursday you can get a cheaper 
ticket. 
willingly /'wil-1n-li/ adv readily and enthusiasti- 
cally © | willingly babysit for my granddaughter. 
willingness /'wil-19-nas/n[U] 0 She shows a will- 
ingness to work hard. 


WORD FAMILY willing 


Nouns willingness Adverbs 


unwillingness 


willingly 
unwillingly 
Adjectives 


willing 
unwilling 


willow (tree) /‘wil-ou ('tri:)/ n[C] a tree that 
usually grows near water and has long, thin 
branches that hang down 


willowy /‘wil-a-wi/ adj (esp. of a woman) grace- 
ful and thin, with long arms and legs © a willowy 
figure 


willpower /‘wil pau: ar/ n[U] the ability to con- 
trol your own thoughts and behavior, esp. in dif- 
ficult situations © Staying on a diet takes a lot of 
willpower. 


willy-nilly /,wil-i'nil-i/ adv [not gradable] sud- 
denly and without planning or order © Her words 
tumbled out all willy-nilly. 


wilt /wilt/ v [I] (of a plant) to become weak and 
begin to bend toward the ground, or (of a person) 
to become weaker, tired, or less confident © Put 
the flowers in water before they wilt. 


wily /'war-li/ adj quick to think of things, having 
a very good understanding of situations and pos- 
sibilities, and often willing to use tricks to achieve 
an aim © a wily hunter © Related noun: WILES 


wimp /wimp/ n [C] infml, disapproving a person 
who is not strong, brave, or confident © / always 
thought he was a wimp. 


Win /win/ v [I/T] pres. part. winning, past won to 
defeat a competitor, or to achieve first position or 
get a prize in a competition © [I] Did they win last 
night? o [T] Our team won the game! 
win /win/ n [C] © It was the team’s sixth win this 
season. 
winner /‘win-ar/ n[C] 1 The winner of this game 
will play Gigante in the semifinals. 2 infml In sports, 
a winner is also a goal or point that causes a person 
or a side to win a game: Eaves scored the winner in 
the final seconds of the game. 3 infml A winner is 
also something that is extremely successful and 
popular: That chocolate cake was a winner. 
winning /'win-1n/ adj 1 It’s nice to be on the win- 
ning side for a change! 2 If someone has a winning 
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smile or way of behaving, it is friendly and tends 
to make people like that person: /’m sure Anna, 
with her winning ways, can persuade him. 


USAGE we 
win or beat? 
You win a game or competition. 

Who do you think will win the football game? 
You beat a person or a team you are playing 
against. 

We beat both teams. 

We-wer-both-teams- 


aed 


WORD FAMILY win 


Nouns win 
winner 
winnings 


Adjectives winning 


Verbs win 


PHRASAL VERBS with win 


ewin out to succeed after a lot of difficulty 0 The 
more cautious approach won out. © Greed won out 
over principles. 

ewin someone over [M] to succeed in getting 
someone's support or agreement, esp. when the 
person was previously opposed to you O He had 
some good ideas, but failed to win over Congress. 


wince /wins/ v [I] to tighten the muscles of the 
face briefly and suddenly in a show of pain, worry, 
or embarrassment © She cut her finger, but didn’t 
even wince. 
wince /wins/ n[C usually sing] © He sat down with 
a wince, rubbing his injured left knee. 


winch /wintJ/ n [C] a machine that lifts heavy 
objects by turning a chain or rope around a tube- 
shaped device 
winch /wint{/ v [T] © He winched the crate off the 
truck. 


wind MOVEMENT OF AIR /wind/ n [C/U] the 
movement of air outside, esp. when strong 
enough to be felt O [U] The wind is so strong that 
it’s hard to keep an umbrella up. © [C] We expect 
light winds from the west today. 
windy /'win-di/ adj © It will be wet and windy for 
most of the week. 
BREATH /wind/ n [U] breath or the ability to 
breathe © She ran so hard that it took her a few 
seconds to get her wind (back) before she could 
speak. 
winded /'win-dad/ adj having difficulty breath- 
ing, usually because you have just done some 
physical activity that caused you to breathe too 
quickly © He was overweight and out of shape, and 
he got winded easily. 


TWIST /watnd/ v [I/T] past wound 1 to twist some- 
thing around something else or turn something in 
a circle © [T] She wound the string around the spool. 
2 To wind a mechanical device is to cause it to 
work by turning a key or handle. 


TURN /watnd/ v [I always + adv/prep] past wound 
(of a road, path, or river) to follow a route that 
turns repeatedly in different directions O The river 
winds through the valley. 
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winding /'wain-din/ adj © a winding road 
PHRASAL VERBS with wind 


ewind down (something) [M] to end gradually or 
in stages, or to cause something to end in this way 
© The storm finally began to wind down after four 
hours of heavy rain. O Temple University is winding 
down its 14th consecutive losing season. 

ewind up (something) FINISH [M] to end some- 
thing © We should be able to wind (things) up by 10 
‘clock. 

ewind up BECOME to come to be in a particular 
situation or condition, esp. a bad one ° /f you aren’t 
careful lifting weights, you could wind up hurting 
yourself. 


windchill /‘wind-tfil, ‘win-/ n [U] the effect 
that wind has on how cold the air feels © /t’s 15 
degrees outside, but with the windchill factor it feels 
like minus five. 


windfall /‘wind-fs:I/ n[C] an amount of money 
that you receive unexpectedly © The Belridge 
School, after receiving a financial windfall, purchased 
computers for all students and teachers. 


wind instrument n [C] a musical instrument 
whose sound is produced by blowing © Saxo- 
phones, clarinets, and flutes are wind instruments. 


windmill /‘wind-mil/ n [C] a building or struc- 
ture with large blades on the outside that, when 
turned by the force of the wind, provide electrical 
or mechanical power 


window OPENING /'win-dou, -da/ n [C] 1 an 
opening in the wall of a building or vehicle, usually 
covered with glass, to let light and air in and to 
allow people inside to see out © to open/close a 
window © From her bedroom window she could see 
a lovely garden. 2 |In a store, a window is the large 
glass-covered front behind which goods for sale 
are usually shown: We walked along Fifth Avenue, 
looking in the shop windows. 3 A window is also a 
period when there is an unusual opportunity to do 
something: If a window of opportunity presents it- 
self, I'd be a fool not to take advantage of it. 

COMPUTER /'win-dou, -da/ n[C] an area of a com- 
puter screen that shows a particular type of 
information 


window dressing 1 [U] disapproving a person 
or thing that is used to make an activity appear 
more important or attractive than it really is 


windowpane /'win-dou pein, -da-/ n [C] a 
single piece of glass in the window of a building 


window shade pn [C] a cover that can be 
pulled over a window to block the light or to keep 
people from looking in 


window-shopping n[U] the activity of look- 
ing at products in store windows without buying 
them 
window-shop v [I] 


windowsill /‘win-dou sil, -da-/ n [C] a shelf 
formed by the bottom part of the frame of a 
window 


wink 


windpipe /'wind-paip/ n [C] the tube in the 
body that carries air that has been breathed in 
from the upper end of the throat to the lungs 


windshield /‘wind.: fi:ld/ n [C] the window at 
the front of a car or other four-wheeled vehicle 


windshield wiper n [C] a blade with a 
rubber edge that cleans rain or snow off a car 
window 


windsurfing /‘wind,s3r-fin/ n [U] the activity 
of sailing over water while standing on a narrow 
board and holding onto a sail 


windswept /'wind-swept/ adj (of places) open 
to and not protected from strong winds © We drove 
along the windswept coast of Big Sur in Southern 
California. 


windward /'win-dward/ adj, adv earth science 
toward or turned toward the direction from which 
the wind is blowing 


windy /'win-di/ adj © See at WIND MOVEMENT 
OF AIR 


wine /wain/ n an alcoholic drink made from 
GRAPES, or less commonly an alcoholic drink made 
in a similar way but from other fruits © [U] a glass 
of red/white wine © [C] California wines 
winery /'wat-na-ri/ n [C] a place that makes wine 
and also usually grows its own GRAPES 


IDIOM with wine 


ewine and dine someone to entertain someone 
with food and drink, esp. expensive food and drink 
O They wine and dine clients in festive tents, pro- 
moting their image of achievement and success. 


Wing STRUCTURE FOR FLYING /win/ n[C] one of 
the movable, usually long and flat, parts on either 
side of the body of a bird, insect, or BAT that it uses 
for flying, or one of the long, flat, horizontal struc- 
tures that stick out on either side of an aircraft © 
The duck flapped its wings and took off. > Picture: 
insect 


POLITICAL GROUP /win/ n[C] a group within a po- 
litical party or organization whose beliefs are in 
some way different from those of the main group 
O She's in the conservative wing of the party. 

PART OF BUILDING /win/ n[C] a section of a large 
building that connects to a side of the main part 
© His office is in the west wing of the White House. 
wings /winz/ pin the sides of a stage which can- 
not be seen by the people watching the play 


wingspan /'win spzn/ n [C] the distance be- 
tween the ends of the wings of a bird or aircraft © 
Some eagles have a wingspan of over seven feet. 


wink /wink/ v [I] to close one eye briefly as a way 
of greeting someone or of showing that you are 
not serious about something you have said © He 
winked when he said it. 
wink /wink/ n [C] 


PHRASAL VERB with wink 


ewink at something to pretend that you do not 
notice something that is wrong © During the holi- 
day, parking violations were winked at. 
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winner 


winner /'win-ar/ n [C] © See at WIN 


winnings /'win-1qz/ p/n an amount of money 
won 0 What are you going to spend your winnings 
on? 


WiInNOW /'win-ov/ v [T] to reduce a large num- 
ber of people or things to a much smaller number 
by judging their quality © The six architects chosen 
to compete for the commission were winnowed from 
an original list of 27. 


winsome /'win-sam/ adj charming and attrac- 
tive in a simple way © She opened her eyes and gave 
her mother a winsome smile. 


winter /'wint-ar/ n [C/U] the season when the 
weather is coldest between fall and spring, lasting 
from November to March north of the equator 
and from May to September south of the equator 
© [C] last/next/this winter 0 [U] My grandparents 
often vacation in Florida for part of the winter. 
wintry /'win-tri/ adj typical of winter’s cold, 
windy, and snowy weather © You'll definitely need 
snow tires on your car for the wintry weather around 
here. 


WORD FAMILY winter 


Nouns winter Adjectives wintry 


wintertime /'wint-ar ,tarm/ n[C] the season of 
winter © This lake becomes a skating rink in the 
wintertime. 


win-win adj [not gradable] having a benefit for 
everyone that is involved, or a benefit for one per- 
son or group no matter what the result is © State 
officials claim it’s a win-win situation for property 
owners and taxpayers. 


wipe /waip/ v [T] to slide something over the sur- 
face of something else, in order to remove dirt, 
food, or liquid © Please wipe your feet before you 
come into the house. © She gently wiped and cleaned 
her scraped knee. © [M] Just take the sponge in the 
sink and wipe the table off. 
wiper /'wat-par/ n[C] a WINDSHIELD WIPER O One 
of our wipers is stuck. 


PHRASAL VERB with wipe 


ewipe out something [M] to destroy something 
completely or cause something to be completely 
lost © Poor investments wiped out most of his 
earnings. 


wire METAL THREAD /wair/ n [C/U] thin metal 
that can be bent, used in a stiff form in fences and 
in a form more easily shaped for fastening things 
or for carrying electric currents © [C] telephone 
wires O [U] There was a six-foot high wire fence 
around the playground. 
wire /watr/ v[T] 1 connected or fastened by wire 
© Our building is wired for cable TV. 2 A person or 
place that is wired is secretly equipped with an 
electric device that records sounds such as con- 
versations: Wired by the FBI, he began recording 
meetings with Chicago officials. 
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wiring /‘wair-1n/ n [U] the system of wires in a 
building that carry electricity © Faulty electrical wir- 
ing could cause a fire. 

wiry /‘watr-i/ adj lf hair or fur is wiry, it is stiff and 
not soft. © See also: WIRY 
SEND MESSAGE /wair/ v[T] dated to send a message 
or money by TELEGRAPH © My father wired me 
$300. 

wire /watr/ n[C] dated a TELEGRAM 


WORD FAMILY wire 


Nouns wire 
wireless 
wiring 


Adjectives wireless 


wiry 


Verbs wire 


wireless /'warr-las/ adj [not gradable] not need- 
ing wires to make a connection or to communicate 
O They have a plan to link 9,700 office buildings to 
the Net via a high-speed wireless network. 
wireless /'watr-las/ n[U] 1 broadcasting or com- 
puter communication that does not use wires © /f 
you’ve been waiting to jump into wireless, the water 
is safe. 2 dated, Cdn and Br A wireless is also a radio. 


wiretap /'wair-tep/ v [I/T] -pp- to secretly listen 
to people by connecting a listening device to their 
telephone, or to attach a listening device to a tele- 
phone for this purpose © [T] The court gave per- 
mission to have his phone wiretapped to gather 
evidence. 
wiretap /'wair-teep/ n [C] © The government put 
a wiretap on his phone. 


wiry /'watr-i/ adj (of a person) thin but strong © 
He was a wiry man 5 feet 10 inches tall and weighing 
145 pounds. © See also: WIRY at WIRE METAL THREAD 


wisdom /'wiz-dam/ n [U] 1 the ability to make 
good judgments based on what you have learned 
from your experience, or the knowledge and un- 
derstanding that gives you this ability 2 Wisdom 
also means the quality of being a good judgment: 
! question the wisdom of separating a child from his 
brothers and sisters whatever the circumstances. 


wisdom tooth n [C] any of the four teeth at 
the back of the JAW that are the last to develop 


wise /waiz/ adj [-er/-est only] having or showing 
good judgment, or the ability to make good judg- 
ments, based on what you have learned from your 
experience © a wise man/woman © [+ to infinitive] 
They decided that it was wiser to wait until they were 
making a little more money before buying a house. 
wisely /'waiz:li/ adv © Spend your money wisely. 


IDIOM with wise 


ewise to something infm! aware of a situation or 
way of doing something, esp. one that is dishonest 
© He calls in sick almost every Monday with some 
phony story — I’m wise to him. 


PHRASAL VERB with wise 


ewise up infmi to begin to understand the truth 
about an unpleasant situation or a fact © It’s time 
that Congress wised up to the fact that most citizens 
do not trust politicians. 
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untapped /an'tept/ adj [not gradable] (of a 

supply of something valuable) not yet used or 
taken advantage of O The country’s forests are 
largely untapped resources. 


untenable /an'ten-a-bal/ adj not able to be 
supported or defended against criticism, or no 
longer able to continue © The position of the play- 
ers’ union has become untenable. 


unthinkable /an'e1n-ka-bal/ adj too shocking 
or unlikely to be imagined as possible © A world 
without music would be unthinkable. 


IDIOM with unthinkable 


ethe unthinkable something that is very unlikely 
or undesirable © The president’s car did the unthink- 
able — it stopped at a red light. 


untidy /an'taid-i/ adj not neat or well-arranged 
© an untidy yard 


untie /an 'tai/ v[T] pres. part. untying, past untied 
to unfasten a knot or something tied 0 | had to 
help her untie her shoelaces. 


until TIME /an til, an-, @n-/, till prep, conjunction 
up to the stated time © / was up until 3 a.m. 
DISTANCE /an trl, an-, 9n-/, till prep, conjunction as 
far as © Stay on the bus until 57th Street and then 
walk one block west 


IDIOM with until 


enot until not before a stated time or event © 
Don’t move until | tell you. 


untimely /an‘taim-li/ adj (of something bad) 
happening unexpectedly early or at a time which 
is not suitable © A love of fast cars led to his untimely 
death at the age of 34. 


untiring /an'tar-rin/ adj (esp. of qualities such 
as energy, interest, and enthusiasm) never weak- 
ening © Without Tony’s untiring enthusiasm, this 
campaign would not have succeeded. 


unto /,an-ta, 'an-tu:/ preposition old use to O Now 
someone has done unto you what you have been 
doing to others. 


untold /an'tould/ adj [not gradable] so great in 
amount or level that it'can not be measured or 
expressed in words © The software saves the com- 
pany untold thousands in paper and labor. 


untouchable /an'tats-9-bal/ adj [not grada- 

ble] not able to be punished, criticized, or changed 
in any way © His home run record remained 
untouchable. 


untouched /an'tatst/ adj [not gradable] 1 not 
changed or spoiled in any way © These prewar 
apartment buildings have been virtually untouched 
since they were built. 2 \f food is untouched, it has 
not been eaten: She left her dinner untouched. 


untoward /an'two:rd, -'twourd, -ta'wa:rd/ adj 
[not gradable] not expected, not convenient, or 
not suitable © | was nervous about what he might 
do, but nothing untoward happened. 


untreated WITHOUT MEDICINE /an'tri:t-ad/ 
adj not given medical treatment © Depression is a 


unwanted 


very treatable disease but if left untreated it can be 
deadly. 


NOT PROCESSED /an'tri:t-ad/ adj not changed, im- 
proved, or made safe by a special process © un- 
treated wood/fabric © Up to 80 times a year, the 
untreated overflow from the factory is dumped into 
the river. 


untrue /an'tru:/ adj [not gradable] not true; 
false O Her remarks were irresponsible and untrue. 


unused /an'‘ju:zd/ adj [not gradable] not being 
used at present, or never having been used © The 
stationary exercise bike sits unused in the basement. 


unused to /an'ju:s-ta, -,tu:/ adj [not gradable] 
not familiar with (a particular habit or experience) 
© If you’re unused to exercise you'll find your joints 
ache the next day. 


unusual /an'ju:-39-wal/ adj different from what 
is usual or expected © / was actually on time, which 
is unusual for me. 
unusually /an ‘ju-3a-wa-li/ adv [not gradable] in 
a way or to a degree that is different from what is 
usual or expected O We had unusually warm 
weather in December. O There is no evidence of un- 
usually high rates of disease. 


WORD CHOICES | 


re jae 2h 
See also: different, special, strange 
Uncommon or rare can be used instead of ‘“un- 
usual” when saying that something is unusual 
because it does not happen or exist very often. 
It’s not uncommon for people to become ill 
when they travel. 
This is a rare opportunity to see inside the 
building. 
If something is unusual because it is different 
from the way most people do things, the ad- 
jective unconventional can be used. 
| had a very unconventional childhood. 
Unique is used when something only happens 
once or only one of a particular thing exists. 
This is your chance to own a unique piece of 
jewelry. 
Exotic can be used for describing things which 
are unusual and exciting, especially because 
they relate to a foreign country. 
The room was decorated with exotic flowers. 
If something is unusual in an interesting and 
slightly odd way, you can use the words quirky 
or offbeat. 
He has a very quirky sense of humor. 
The movie is an offbeat romantic comedy. 
If a person is very unusual in a nice way, you 
can say that he or she is one of a kind. 
He was truly one of a kind, and will be missed 
greatly. 


unveil /an'verl/ v [T] to make something secret 
known © The president’s new policy was unveiled at 
the press conference. ; 


unwanted /an'wo:nt-ad, -'want-, -'want-/ adj 
[not gradable] not desired or needed © Charities 
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unwarranted 


such as Computers for Schools are happy to take un- 
wanted computers. 


unwarranted /an'war-ant-ad, -'wa:r-/ adj 
[not gradable] lacking a good reason; unnecessary 
© They denounced the investigation as an unwar- 
ranted interference with their business. 


unwelcome /an'wel-kam/ adj not wanted or 
desirable 0 Dogs stand watch for unwelcome visitors 
to the estate. 


unwieldy DIFFICULT TO MOVE /an'wi:l-di/ adj 
[not gradable] (of an object) difficult to move or 
handle because it is heavy, large, or a strange 
shape 

NOT EFFECTIVE /an'wi:l-di/ adj [not gradable] (of 
a system) difficult to manage, usually because it is 
too big or badly organized © an unwieldy 
bureaucracy 


unwilling /an'wil-tn/ adj not wanting to do 
something © [+ to infinitive] The bank was unwilling 
to lend her money. 
unwillingly /an'wil-1y:li/ adv [not gradable] 
unwillingness /an'wil-1:nas/ n [U] 


WORD CHOICES unwilling | = 


If someone is unwilling to do something you 
can say formally that the person is loath to 
do it. 
| was loath to spend all the money at once. 
The verb balk can be used when someone is 
unwilling to do something or unwilling for 
something to happen. 
The governor balked at a proposal to raise the 
state sales tax. 
Reluctant can be used when someone is un- 
willing to do something and therefore is slow 
to do it. 
! was reluctant to leave because | was having 
such a good time. 
If someone is unwilling to do something but 
does it anyway, you can say that the person 
does it grudgingly or under protest. 
He grudgingly agreed to a meeting. 
He did pay but under protest. 


unwind UNFASTEN /an'waind/ v [T] past un- 
wound to unfasten something that is wrapped 
around an object © to unwind string 


RELAX /an'waind/, wind down v [I] past unwound 
to relax after a period of work or anxiety © /’m just 
going to watch some TV and unwind. 


unwise /ar 'waiz/ adj not showing good judg- 
ment or understanding of a situation © We made 
several unwise investments and lost quite a bit of 
money. 
unwisely /an'waiz:li/ adv [not gradable] 


unwitting /an'wit-1n/ adj [not gradable] with- 
out knowing or planning © The harmful radiation 
tests were performed long ago on unwitting subjects. 
unwittingly /an'wit-1n:li/ adv [not gradable] 

unworkable /an'w3r-ka-bal/ adj (of a plan or 
a system) not practical or able to operate effec- 
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tively O The budget was considered unworkable and 
had to be revised. 


unwritten /an'rit-®n/ adj [not gradable] 1 not 
written 2 An unwritten law/rule is one that does 
not exist officially, but which people generally ac- 
cept and obey: There’s an unwritten rule at work 
that you don’t wear jeans. 


unwritten constitution n [C] politics & 
government the laws, legal decisions, and cus- 
toms that govern a country that does not have a 
CONSTITUTION (= a set of political principles) in a 
single written document 


unyielding /an‘yi:|-din/ adj [not gradable] not 
giving up control or responsibility for (something) 
as a result of influence or persuasion O The econo- 
mist showed an unyielding commitment to tough fi- 
nancial stability. 


uNZip /an'z1p/ v [T] -pp- to open the ZIPPER (=a 
fastener consisting of two rows of metal or plastic 
teeth) on something 


up HIGHER /ap/ adv [not gradable] toward a 
higher position, or toward a higher value, number, 
or level © Pick up your clothes and put them away. 
© We need to push sales figures up higher next quar- 
ter. O The kids were jumping up and down on the 
bed. 
up /ap/ prep © We followed the others up the stairs. 
up /ap/ adj [not gradable] © Take the up escalator 
to the housewares department. © Gas prices are up 
(= have increased). 
up /ap/ v [T] -pp- infm/ to increase the amount or 
level of something © We won’t be able to make a 
profit unless we up our prices. 
up /ap/ /n infml 

VERTICAL /ap/ adv [not gradable] in or into a ver- 
tical position © She jumped up to answer the phone. 
© They put up (= built) the house in a matter of 
weeks. 

TOP /ap/ adv [not gradable] in a high position; at 
the top © They moved to a house up in the hills. 
up /ap/ prep at the top of © His house is up the hill. 


ALONG /ap/ prep (farther) along © There’s a coffee 
shop just up the street. 


INCREASINGLY /ap/ adv [not gradable] to a greater 
degree; in order to increase © The afternoon sun 
really heats up this room (= increases the heat in 
this room). © Please speak up (= louder) —- | can’t 
hear you. 

OUT OF BED /ap/ adj, adv [not gradable] out of bed 
© What time did you get up? 

INTO EXISTENCE /ap/ adv [not gradable] into ex- 
istence, view, or consideration © | didn’t hesitate to 
bring up the salary issue. 0 Something came up at 
the office and | had to work late. 
up /ap/ adj [not gradable] © What's up (= What is 
happening or What is wrong)? 

EQUAL /ap/ adv [not gradable] so as to be equal in 
quality or achievement © /t’s impossible to keep up 
with all the new computer developments. 

NEAR /ap/ adv [not gradable] very near © He walked 
right up to me and introduced himself. 0 The cop 
pushed me up against the wall. 
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TOGETHER /ap/ adv [not gradable] in a state of be- 
ing together with other similar things © Gather up 
your things — it’s time to go. © She added up the 
numbers in her head. 


TIGHTLY /ap/ adv [not gradable] tightly or firmly in 
order to keep something safe or in position © Tie 
the boat up at the dock. © You’d better bundle up (= 
wear warm clothes) — it’s cold outside. 


IN OPERATION /ap/ adj [not gradable] (of a system 
or machine, esp. a computer) operating, esp. in its 
usual way © The new inventory system should be up 
and running by the end of the month. 


SMALLER /ap/ adv [not gradable] made smaller in 
area or amount, esp. by cutting or dividing © Cut 
the cheese up into bite-size pieces. © They broke the 
company up into three separate units. © He folded 
up the newspaper and put it in his briefcase. 

AGE /ap/ adv [not gradable] to a greater age © She 
wants to be a singer when she grows up. 

INTENDED /ap/ adj [not gradable] intended, sug- 
gested, or being considered © The house at the end 
of our street is up for sale. © Ray’s up for promotion. 
up /ap/ adv [not gradable] © They put the building 
up for sale (= offered it for sale). 

INTO IMPROVED POSITION /ap/ adv [not gradable] 
into an improved position or state © By the third 
lap, Simms had moved up into second position. 
up /ap/n 

ENDED /ap/ adj, adv [not gradable] finished, or to 
an end, finish, or state of being completed © Finish 
up your breakfast — it’s almost time for school. © My 
time is almost up on the parking meter. 

TOWARD NORTH /ap/ adv [not gradable] toward 
the north © She comes up from Washington about 
once a month. 


IDIOMS with up 


eon the up and up honest and fair to everyone © 
There is skepticism among many voters that the elec- 
tion is going to be conducted on the up and up. 
eup and about, up and around infm! feeling well 
enough to get out of bed and move around 

eup and do something to do something that is un- 
expected or different © After 20 years of marriage, 
she up and left him. 

eup for grabs available © The job was still up for 
grabs. 

eup in arms angry or upset © The union is up in 
arms over the reduction in health benefits. 

eup in the air uncertain and with an unknown 
result © The whole future of the project is still up in 
the air. 

eup the creek, up a creek infm! in a difficult situa- 
tion © If any more people quit, we'll really be up the 
creek. 

eup to par feeling or performing as good as usual, 
with nothing wrong © Jenny had not been up to par 
physically and did not come close to winning a 
medal. 

eup to scratch as good as the usual standard © 
The last few episodes of the TV program haven't been 
quite up to scratch. 

eup to snuff good enough © Her work isn’t up to 
snuff. 


. uphold 


eup to speed performing at a desirable level © /t 
took me a while to get up to speed after the flu. 
eup till, up to, up until until © Up to yesterday, we 
had no idea where the child was. 


up-and-coming adj likely to achieve success 
in the near future © Tatiana is an up-and-coming 
young actress. 


up and down adv in one direction and then 
in the opposite direction, esp. repeatedly © The 
dog was running up and down the path. 


upbeat /ap 'bi:t/ adj full of hope, happiness, and 
good feelings © The mood is upbeat at Shaw’s cam- 
paign headquarters tonight. 


upbringing /'ap ,brin-19/ n[C usually sing] the 
way in which someone is treated and trained as a 
child © Who can argue with the healthy upbringing 
of happy children? 


upcoming /‘ap'kam-1n/ adj [not gradable] hap- 
pening soon © Party officials met to nominate can- 
didates for the upcoming election. 


update /np'deit/ v [T] 1 to make something 
more accurate and suitable for use now by show- 
ing new facts or conditions © The school’s budget 
is updated annually. 0 When you move, don’t forget 
to update your mailing address. 2 To update is also 
to make something more modern: The old proce- 
dures need to be updated and streamlined. 
update /'ap-dert/ n [C] new or more accurate 
information based on new facts or conditions © 
You can get hourly news updates on the Internet. 


upfront CLEAR /ap 'frant/ adj, adv [not grada- 

ble] speaking or behaving in a way that makes 
your intentions and beliefs clear © She’s very up- 
front about her feelings. 


IN ADVANCE /ap'frant/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
paid or obtained in advance © The roofer wants 
20% of the money upfront. 


upgrade /ap ‘greid/ v[T] to improve the quality 
or usefulness of something, or to raise something 
or someone to a higher position or rank © /f you 
want to raise rents, you have to upgrade the housing 
first. © They’re spending more than $4 million next 
year to upgrade computer systems. O In 1992 the 
college was upgraded to a university. 0 We were up- 
graded from tourist to business class on our flight to 
London. 


upheaval /np ‘hi:-val/ n [C/U] (a) great change, 
causing or involving difficulty or trouble © [U] The 
long garbage strike in 1970 caused much political 
upheaval. 


uphill /ap'hil/ adj, adv 1 leading to a higher 
place on a slope © The runners began the uphill 
climb to the finish line. © As we started driving uphill, 
the car made a strange noise. 2 fig. Uphill can also 
mean difficult and needing a large amount of ef- 
fort: Recovering from the accident will be an wal 
battle for her, but she’s doing well. 


uphold /ap'hould/ v [T] past upheld to defend 
or maintain a principle or law, or to state that a 
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upholster 5 


decision that has already been made, esp. a legal 
one, is correct O The Supreme Court upheld Califor- 
nia’s term limit measure. 


upholster /a'poul-star/ v[T] to fill a seat, chair, 
or SOFA with a suitable material and cover it with 
cloth 
upholstery /a'poul-sta-ri/ n [U] the cloth and 
other materials used in upholstering furniture, or 
the process of using them 


upkeep /'ap-ki:p/ n [U] the process or cost of 
keeping something, such as a building, in good 
and usable condition © /t costs the landlord about 
$2000 a month just for upkeep. 


uplifting /ap'lif-trn/ adj [not gradable] positive 
in a way that encourages the improvement of a 
person’s mood or spirit © uplifting words/music 


UPON /s'pan, 2'po:n/ prep 1 on © That depends 
upon the circumstances. © She insisted upon knowing 
the truth. 2 Upon can be used to show that some- 
thing happens soon after, and often because of, 
something else: Upon hearing the good news, we 
all congratulated Murphy. 


upper /‘ap-ar/ adj [not gradable] at a higher po- 
sition or level (than something else), or being the 
top part of something © Our company occupied the 
three upper floors of the building. 
upper /'ap-or/ n[C] the top part of a shoe 


uppercase /,ap-ar'keis/ n(U] writing the large 
form of letters when they are printed or written; 
capital letters © Compare LOWERCASE 
uppercase /,ap-or'keis/ adj [not gradable] 


upper class n the group of people who have 
the highest position and the most social and eco- 
nomic influence in a society 


uppermost /'ap-er ,moust/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] in the highest position, or most important © 
Her health is uppermost in my mind. 


uppity /'np-at-i/ adj disapproving acting in a way 
that is too confident for someone in your social 
class or for your young age © /| was just an uppity 
kid. 

upright STRAIGHT /'ap-rait/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] (standing or being) vertical and as straight 
as possible © He stood upright. 


MORAL /'‘ap-rart/ adj honest, responsible, and 
moral © an upright young man 


uprising /'ap ,rat-z1n/ n [C] an act of opposition 
by many people, sometimes using violence, 
against those who are in power 


uproar /'‘ap-ro:r, -,rour/ n [C/U] loud complaints 
esp. by angry people, or a noisy state of confusion 
© [C] There was an uproar over the proposed rent 
increases. 


uproot PULL /ap'ru:t/ v [T] to pull a plant in- 
cluding its roots out of the ground 


REMOVE /ap'ru:t/ v [T] to remove someone from 
his or her home or usual surroundings © He had 


been with the team six years and didn’t wish to up- 
root his family to play in a different city. 


ups and downs p!ngood and bad things that 
happen to someone or something during a period 
© the ups and downs of marriage 


upscale /'ap-skerl/ adj characteristic of or suit- 
able for the wealthy © an upscale residential neigh- 
borhood © an upscale restaurant 


upset WORRY /ap'set/ v[T] pres. part. upsetting, 
past upset to make someone worried, unhappy, or 
angry © The governor's veto upset a lot of people. 
upset /ap'set/ adj © Mom gets really upset if we 
don’t call and tell her where we are. © She was very 
upset about losing her wallet. 
upsetting /ap'set-1n/ adj O an upsetting remark 

CHANGE /ap'set/ v[T] pres. part. upsetting, past up- 
set to change the usual or expected state or order 
of something in a way that stops it from happen- 
ing or working © The airline strike could upset our 
vacation plans. 
upset /'ap-set/ n [C] (in sports) a surprising vic- 
tory by a person or team that was expected to lose 
FEEL ILL /ap'set/ v [T] pres. part. upsetting, past up- 
set to make your stomach feel bad © an upset 
stomach 


WORD FAMILY upset 


Nouns upset 
Verbs 


Adjectives upset 
upsetting 


upset 


upshot /‘ap-fat/ n (C usually sing] something 
that happens as a result of other actions, events, 
or decisions © The upshot of the discussions was that 
no one will be laid off. 


upside /‘ap-satd/ n [U] the positive part of a sit- 
uation 0 It’s too bad we can’t go until Thursday, but 
the upside is that we get to stay through the week- 
end. 0 Compare DOWNSIDE 


upside down adj, adv [not gradable] having 
the part that is usually at the top turned to be at 
the bottom 0 He put the pots upside down ona dish 
towel to let them dry. 


upstage /ap'sterd3/ v[T] to take people’s atten- 
tion away from someone and make them listen to 
or look at you instead © The mayor doesn’t like to 
be upstaged by his subordinates — he likes to make 
all the public announcements. 


upstairs /‘ap'sterz, -'staerz/ adj, adv [not grad- 
able] toward or on the higher floor or floors of a 
building 


upstanding /ap'staen-din/ adj approving behav- 
ing in a moral way © She is an upstanding member 
of the community. 


upstart /'np-start/ adj [not gradable] new and 
not experienced © Upstart airlines like Southwest 
are competing today with the established carriers like 
Delta. 


upstate /ap'steit/ adj, adv to or in the northern 
part of a state O She came to New York from a small 
town upstate because she wanted to be a dancer. 


z bat | a hot | at bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | u put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


1051 


upstream /ap'stri:m/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
against the current toward the starting point of a 
river O Rowing upstream was hard going. © Com- 
pare DOWNSTREAM 


upsurge /'ap-s3rd3/ n[C] a sudden or large in- 
crease O Department stores report a recent upsurge 
in credit-card fraud. 


upswing /‘ap-swin/ n [C] an increase or im- 
provement © Many analysts are predicting an up- 
swing in the economy. 


uptight /‘ap'tait/ adj infml nervous, anxious, or 
worried © | was really uptight about the interview, 
but it went fine. 


up to ALMOST EQUAL /'‘np-te/ adv less than or 
equal to, but not more than, a stated value, num- 
ber, level, or time © Research suggests that up to 
half of those who were prescribed the drug suffered 
side effects. O You have up to ten minutes. 


RESPONSIBILITY /,ap-:t9/ prep being the responsi- 
bility of (someone) © The decision is up to you. © If 
it were up to me, Id do it. 

DOING /,ap-ta/ prep doing (something that might 
be bad or illegal), often secretly © When it’s so 
quiet, | think the kids are up to something. 


up-to-date adj having the most recent infor- 
mation, or using the newest methods or tools © 
We go to a lot of trouble to keep our database up- 
to-date. 


up-to-the-minute aqj containing the very 
latest information or being the newest © up-to-the- 
minute news reports 


uptown /ap'taun/ adj, adv [not gradable] in or 
toward the northern part of a city or town © We 
could walk uptown or we could take the train. 


upward /‘np-ward/, upwards /'ap-werdz/ adv 
[not gradable] from a lower to a higher position, 
level, or value © Tachi glanced upward to the stars. 
© The stock market charged upward yesterday. 
upward /'ap-ward/ adj [not gradable] © It was 
an upward climb to the campsite. 


upwind /ap 'wind/ adj, adv in the direction from 
which the wind is blowing © Stay upwind of the 
fumes if you can. O Opposite: DOWNWIND 


uranium /ju'rei-ni:-am/ n [U] physics a heavy 
metal that is RADIOACTIVE and is used in the pro- 
duction of nuclear power and nuclear weapons 


Uranus /‘jur-9-nas, ju'rer-nas/ n [U] the planet 
seventh in order of distance from the sun, after 
Saturn and before Neptune » Picture: solar 
system 


urban /'3r-ban/ adj of or ina city or town O Many 
Americans were leaving the farm for the promise of 
urban life. © Over 82% of Texans live in urban areas. 
O Compare RURAL 


urbane /3r'bein/ adj having an understanding 
of the world and showing experience and confi- 
dence © urbane conversation/pleasures © His urbane 
manners impressed me. 


urn 


urbanization /3r-ba-na'zer- fan, -nar'zei-/ n 
[U] social studies the process of becoming more 
like a city 


urban renewal n [U] the replacement of 
buildings in a city, esp. of whole neighborhoods of 
housing 


urban sprawl n [U] the spread of a city into 
the area surrounding it, often without planning © 
Huge tourist attractions have produced choking ur- 
ban sprawl. 


urchin /'sr-tfan/ n[C] dated a small child who is 
badly dressed and dirty © urchins playing in the 
street 


urea /ju'ri:-9/ n[U] biology a colorless substance 
found in urine 


urethra /ju'ri:-6ra/ n [C] medical a tube in mam- 
mals that carries urine out of the body, and also 
carries sperm in males 


urge ADVISE /3rd3/ v [T] to encourage someone 
strongly to do something or to ask that something 
be done © Party leaders urged her to run for 
Congress. 


DESIRE /3rd3/ n[C] a strong desire or need 0 a hu- 
man/natural urge © Sometimes | get an urge to go 
swimming at lunchtime. 


PHRASAL VERB with urge 


eurge someone on [M] to encourage someone © 
His parents urge him on to greater and greater 
accomplishments. 


urgent /'3r-d3ant/ adj needing immediate atten- 
tion © The plumbing in this building is in urgent need 
of repair. 
urgency /'3r-d3an-si/ n [U] © There was a sense 
of urgency in her voice. 
urgently /'3r-dzant-li/ adv © Flood victims ur- 
gently need medical care. 


WORD FAMILY urgent 


Nouns urgency Adverbs urgently 


Adjectives urgent 


uric acid /‘jur-ik 'zes-ad/ n[U] biology 1 an acid 
that is produced during METABOLISM (= the pro- 
cesses by which a living thing uses food for energy 
and growth) and is removed from the body in the 
urine 2 


urine /‘jur-an/ n [U] biology liquid waste ex- 
creted by people and animals 
urinate /‘jur-9,neit/ v [I] to excrete urine 
urinal /'jur-an-9l/ n [C] a device to urinate in, 
used by men and boys and usually attached to a 
wall 


URL n [C] abbreviation for uniform resource locator 
(= the address of a page on the Internet) © There 
you can type ina company’s URL to search for records 
and complaints. 


urn /3rn/ n [C] a large, round container from 
which coffee or tea is served, or a decorative con- 
tainer, esp. one that holds the ASHES of the body 
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of a dead person after it has been CREMATED (= 
burned) 


us /as, 9s/ pronoun [pl] the person speaking with 
other people included; the form of “we” that fol- 
lows the verb © Thanks for giving us a lift to the 
airport. 


US /ju:'es/ n [U] abbreviation for United States © a 
US citizen 


USA / ju: ,es'e1/ n [U] abbreviation for United States 
of America. 


usage USE OF WORDS /‘ju:-sid3, -z1d3/ n [C/U] 
the way in which words are used by the people 
who speak and write a particular language, or an 
example of such use © [C] We use African-American, 
which is the current preferred usage. 


USE OF THINGS /‘ju:-sid3, -z1d3/ n [U] the use of 
something, the way in which it is used, or how 
much it has been used © The study tracks credit card 
usage over the last ten years. 


USB n [C] abbreviation for universal serial bus (= a 
type of computer connection that is used for prin- 
ters and many other devices) © / plugged my digital 
camera into the USB port and the operating system 
instantly recognized it. 


use PUT INTO SERVICE /ju:z/ v [T] to put some- 
thing into your service for a purpose © Do you know 
how to use a computer? © We could use your help. © 
She uses so many big words, it’s hard to understand 
her. 
use /ju:s/ n [C/U] 1 [C] There are so many uses for 
computers in the classroom. © [U] We need to look 
closely at our energy use and its environmental im- 
pact. © [U] Do you have any use for these old mag- 
azines? © [U] After her stroke, she lost the use of her 
left arm. 2 lf someone or something is of no use, 
it cannot be of help: [U] There’s no use paying for 
a permit if you won't need it. © [U] He was of no use 
to us because he couldn’t work every day. 
usable /‘ju:-za-bal/ adj © The house needs a lot of 
work to make it usable. 
useful /'ju:s-fal/ adj helping you to do or obtain 
something © Your advice was very useful, saving me 
a lot of time. 
usefully /‘ju:s-fa-li/ adv © | was usefully occupied 
packing dishes all morning. 
usefulness /'juis-fal-nas/ n[U] © There is no ques- 
tion of the usefulness of aspirin. 
useless /'ju:-slas/ adj of no value; worthless © 
With dead batteries, the flashlight was useless. 
user /‘ju:-zar/ n[C] © a library/computer user The 
number of cell phone users has grown tremendously. 


WORD CHOICES use 3 


See also: valuable 
If something is useful because it helps you do 
or achieve something, you can describe it as 
helpful or valuable. 

They gave us some really helpful advice. 

He was able to provide the police with some 

valuable information. 

The adjective invaluable means “extremely 
useful.” 


The Internet is an invaluable resource for 
teachers. 
An activity which is useful but requires a lot of 
effort is sometimes described as worthwhile. 
It’s a difficult course but it’s very worthwhile. 
Something which is useful because it is simple 
to use is often described as handy. 
That’s a handy little gadget. 
If speech or writing contains a lot of useful in- 
formation, you can describe it as informative 
or instructive. 
It’s an interesting and highly informative 
book. 


MAKE IT LESS /ju:z/ v [T] to reduce the amount of 
something © We have used all the funds in that 
account. 


ACT SELFISH /ju:z/ v[T] to be friendly toward some- 
one for your own advantage or purposes © She 
used him to help her get into movies and then dis- 
carded him. 


WORD FAMILY use 


Nouns usage Adjectives reusable 
use used 
misuse unused 
usefulness usable 
user useful 


fee useless 


misuse 
reuse 


Adverbs 


usefully 


IDIOM with use 


ein use being used 0 Is the washing machine in use 
right now? 


PHRASAL VERB with use 


euse up something [M] to use all of something, so 
that nothing is left © Have we used up all of the 
paper towels? 


used /ju:zd/ adj [not gradable] already owned or 
put to a purpose by someone else; not new Oo We're 
looking for a used car in good condition. 


IDIOM with used 


eused to (doing) something familiar with a condi- 
tion or activity © We were used to a cold climate, so 
the weather didn’t bother us. © She’s used to working 
hard. 


used to /‘ju:s-ta, -tu, -,tu:/ modal verb done or 
experienced in the past, but no longer done or 
experienced © / used to eat meat, but now I’m a 
vegetarian. © We don’t go to the movies now as often 
as we used to. 


user-friendly adj easy for people to work with 
© This software is very user-friendly. 


usher /'nJ-ar/ v [T always + adv/prep] to show 
someone where to go or where to sit © [T] The 
guard ushered the jury members into the courtroom. 
usher /'aJ-ar/ n[C] © The usher showed us to front- 
row seats. 
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PHRASAL VERB with usher 


eusher someone/something in [M] to welcome 
someone, or signal the beginning of something © 
The party was an elegant way to usher in the new 
year. 


usual /‘ju:-3a-wal/ adj [not gradable] happening 
or done most of the time; ordinary © /’/l put the 
keys in the usual place. © If you can believe it, the 
food was worse than usual. 
usually /'ju:-3a-wa-li/ adv [not gradable] © He 
usually gets home from work at about six. 


usurp /ju's3rp, -'z3rp/ v [T] fm/ to take power or 
control of something by force or without the right 
to do so O Some senators fear the organization will 
usurp congressional power. 


utensil /ju'ten-sal/ n [C] a device or tool having 
a particular use, esp. in a kitchen © We packed 
plates, cups, napkins, and eating utensils for the 
picnic. 

uterine /‘ju:t-o-ran, -,rain/ adj [not gradable] 
medical of or relating to the uterus © uterine cancer 


uterus /‘ju:t-a:ras/ n[C] biology the organ in the 
body of a woman or other female mammal in 
which a baby develops before birth; WOMB 


utility @ USEFULNESS /ju: 'til-at-i/ n [U] ability 
to satisfy a particular need; usefulness © Its basic 
utility lies in being able to drive where other vehicles 
can’t go. 

PUBLIC SERVICE /ju:'til-at-i/ n [C] a supply of gas, 
electricity, water, or telephone service to homes 
and businesses, or a business that supplies such 
services © q utility bill © After | call the movers, I'll 
call to have the utilities turned on. 


utility pole n[C] a TELEPHONE POLE 


U-turn 


utilize © /‘ju:t-l aiz/ v [T] to make use of some- 
thing © The library’s great collection allowed me to 
utilize many rare sources. 
utilization © /,ju:t-9l-a'zer-fan/ n [U] the use 
of something 


utmost /'at-moust/ adj [not gradable] greatest 
or most or farthest O Speed was of the utmost 
importance. 
utmost /'at-moust/ n [U] the most or best that is 
possible © He’s doing his utmost to disrupt the 
proceedings. 


utopia /ju'tou-pi:-a/ n [C/U] social studies a 
perfect society in which everyone is happy © [U] 
The idea of America as utopia has recurred through- 
out our history. © [C] When plans to rebuild the 
neighborhood were first announced, I’d been hoping 
for a utopia. 
utopian /ju ‘tou: pi:-an/ adj social studies having 
the characteristics and organization of a perfect 
society O a utopian vision O utopian communities 


utter COMPLETE /'at:ar/ adj [not gradable] com- 
plete or extreme O What an utter fool | was! 
utterly /'at-ar-li/ advo She felt isolated and utterly 
alone. 


SAY /'at-ar/ v[T] to say something or make a sound 
with your voice © She sat through the entire meeting 
and didn’t utter a word. 
utterance /'‘at-a-rans/ n [C] fmi Oo We hope their 
utterances will be matched by their actions. 


U-turn 180 DEGREE TURN n [C] a turn like a U, 
made by a vehicle to go back in the direction from 
which it came © | was making a U-turn into the 
southbound lanes. 

CHANGE OF OPINION n [C] a complete change 
from one opinion or plan to an opposite one 
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V LETTER, v /vi:/ n[C] pi V's, Vs, v’s, vs the 22nd 
letter of the English alphabet 

NUMBER, v /vi:, faiv/ number the ROMAN NUMERAL 
for the number 5 


vacant EMPTY /'ver-kant/ adj [not gradable] (of 
a place) not being lived in or used, or (of a job or 
office) available for someone to do 0 We have three 
vacant apartments in our building. 
vacancy /'vet-kan-si/ n [C] a place or position 
that is available 0 The motel was full - we saw the 
“No Vacancy” sign. © These companies have a lot of 
vacancies (= jobs) to fill, and they pay well. 


NOT AWARE /'ver-kant/ adj not showing much 
awareness or interest in the world around you © 
There was a sad, vacant look in his eyes. 


vacate /'ver-keit, ver'kert/ v [T] to leave a place 
or position 0 When he left the university, he had to 
vacate his university-provided housing. 


vacation /ver'ker- fan, va-/ n [C/U] a period of 
time to relax or travel for pleasure instead of doing 
your usual work or school activities © [C] The family 
had just left for a vacation in the Bahamas. © [U] We 
always went on vacation in August. 
vacation /ver'kel-fan, va-/ v [I always + adv/ 
prep] © He was vacationing in San Francisco. 
vacationer /ver'ker:fa-nar, va-/ n[C] © Tourists 
and winter vacationers are now key to the economy. 


vaccine /'vek-si:n, veek'si:n/ n[C] a special sub- 
stance that you take into your body to prevent a 
disease, and that contains a weakened or dead 
form of the disease-causing organism 
vaccinate /'vek-sa,neit/ v [T] © Our children 
have been vaccinated for measles and other child- 
hood diseases. 
vaccination /,vek-sa'ner-fan/ n [C] © Most 
states require all children to receive the vaccination 
before beginning elementary school. 


vacillate /'vzs-9 leit/ v [I] to be unable to de- 
cide something and esp. to continue to change 
opinions © The president continues to vacillate over 
foreign policy. 


vacuole /'vek-jo ,woul/ n[C] biology a space in- 
side a living cell, often containing a liquid > Pic- 
ture: cell 


vacuous /'vek-ja-was/ adj not showing pur- 
pose, meaning, or intelligence; empty © To seem 
real to your readers, your characters must not be vac- 
uous, but complex human beings with ordinary dif- 
ficulties and goals. 


vacuum /'vek-juim, -ju-am/ n [C] physics a 
space without any gas or other matter in it, or a 
space from which most of the air or gas has been 
removed © Edison knew that he had to create a 
vacuum inside the lightbulb. © (fig.) No marriage ex- 
ists in a vacuum (= in a situation where nothing 
else has any influence). 


vacuum /'vek-ju:m, -ju-am/ v [I/T] to clean 
something by using a VACUUM CLEANER 0 [T] Then 
| vacuumed the carpet. 


vacuum bottle n [C] a THERMOS 


vacuum cleaner, short form vacuum n [C] a 
piece of electrical equipment that sucks dirt from 
floors and other surfaces 


vagina /va'dzai-na/ n [C] the part of the body 
of a woman or other female mammal that con- 
nects the outer sex organs to the uterus 
vaginal /'vzed3-9n-9l/ adj [not gradable] 


vagrant /'vei-grant/ n [C] a person who has no 
home or job and who moves from place to place 


vague /veig/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 not clearly 
stated, described, or explained, or not clearly seen 
or felt © She had a vague feeling that something had 
gone terribly wrong. © | have only a vague memory 
of the house where | lived as a child. 2 A person who 
is vague is not able or does not wish to state, de- 
scribe, or explain something clearly: Officials were 
vague about the ship’s location. 
vaguely /'ver-gli/ adv © She stood in silence for 
several minutes, only vaguely aware of the people 
around her. 


Vain UNSUCCESSFUL /vein/ adj [-er/-est only] un- 
successful or useless; failing to achieve a purpose 
© a vain attempt to avoid responsibility 0 Employers 
clearly hoped that the workers would stay longer, but 
their efforts were largely in vain (= unsuccessful). 


SELFISH /vein/ adj [-er/-est only] too proud of your- 
self, esp. in your appearance or achievements © 
Related noun: VANITY 


valedictorian / vel-9 dik 'to:r-i:-an, -'tour-/ n 
[C] a student, usually the one who has the best 
school record in a group of students, and who 
makes a speech at the group’s GRADUATION cer- 
emony (= ceremony to recognize their studies are 
completed) 


valence /'ver-lans/ n[C] chemistry the ability of 
an atom to combine with other atoms, measured 
by the number of ELECTRONS it will lose, add, or 
share 


valentine /'vzl-an ,tain/ n [C] someone you 
love or admire affectionately 


valentine card, short form valentine n [C] a 
decorative card given on VALENTINE’S DAY to 
someone that you admire or love © Schoolteachers 
get lots of valentine cards from their first-graders on 
Valentine’s Day. 


Valentine’s Day n [C] February 14th, when 
people give small presents, chocolate candy, flow- 
ers, or cards to someone they admire or love. 


valet /vee'le1, 'vel-e1/ n[C] (esp. in the past) the 
personal male servant of a wealthy man, or (in the 
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present) an employee of a restaurant or hotel, who 
puts your car in a parking space for you © Valet 
parking is available for our customers. 


valiant /'vzl-jant/ adj brave or determined, esp. 
when conditions are difficult or dangerous © The 
team made a valiant effort to take the lead in the 
third quarter, but they were too far behind. 


valid © /'vzl-ad/ adj 1 based on truth or reason; 
able to be accepted © The money was gone, and 
the only valid conclusion was that someone had sto- 
len it. 2 A valid document is legally acceptable, 
usually because it has been done according to of- 
ficial rules: You must have a valid driver’s license to 
drive a car. 
validate @ /'vzl-s,dert/ v [T] to make some- 
thing officially acceptable or approved © A signa- 
ture is one of the ways you validate checks and 
contracts. 
validation © /,vel-a'der fan/ n [U] © External 
validation of the teachers’ assessments is recom- 
mended. 
validity © /va'lid-at-i/ n [U] © Some experts 
questioned the validity of the president’s ideas. 
validly © /'vzel-ad-li/ adv 


valley /'vel-i/ n [C] an area of low land between 
hills or mountains, often with a river or stream run- 
ning through it 


valor, Cdn, Br valour /'‘veel-ar/ n[U] fm/ great brav- 
ery O Six members of the platoon already have been 
recommended for medals of valor. 


value IMPORTANCE /'vzl-ju:/ n [U] importance, 
worth, or benefit © They discussed the value of hav- 
ing cameras in the courtroom. © The value of the 
thing (= its worth in money) was probably only a 
few dollars but it had great sentimental value. 
value /'veel-ju:/ v [T] to consider something as 
important and worth having © | value his friendship 
more than | can ever say. 
valuable /'vel-ja-wa-bal, -ja-bal/ adj important, 
useful, or beneficial © Niekro was named the most 
valuable player in baseball. 0 They perform valuable 
services for poor, rural women. 


WORD CHOICES value : 


See also: useful 
lf something is valuable because it helps you 
do or achieve something, you can describe it 
as helpful or useful. 
They gave us some really helpful advice. 
She made a really useful contribution to the 
project. 
Something which is valuable because it pro- 
duces useful results may be described as con- 
structive, productive, or fruitful. 
It was a very constructive discussion. 
We had a very productive meeting and dealt 
with a lot of problems. 
It was a fruitful partnership for both 
organizations. 


vandal 


An activity which is valuable but requires a lot 
of effort is sometimes described as worthwhile. 
It’s a difficult course but it’s very worthwhile. 

If speech or writing contains a lot of valuable 
information, you can describe it as informative 

or instructive. 
It’s an interesting and highly informative 
book. 


MONEY /'veel-ju:/ n [C/U] the amount of money 
that can be received for something; the worth of 
something in money © [C] a decline in property val- 
ues O[U] The value of the dollar fell against the mark 
and the yen yesterday. 
value /'veel-ju:/ v [T] to state the worth of some- 
thing © The painting was valued at $450,000. 
valuable /'vel-ja-wa-bal, -ja:-bal/ adj worth a lot 
of money © ABC’%s valuable radio and TV licenses are 
up for renewal. 
valuables /'vel-ja-wa-balz, -ja:balz/ p! n small 
objects, esp. jewelry, that can be sold for a lot of 
money © You may store your valuables in the hotel 
safe while you are here. 
valuation /,veel-ja'wer:fan/ n[C] the act of say- 
ing how much something is worth 0 When Wall 
Street finally realized its dot-com valuations were off 
by 90% to 100%, the stock market damage was 
spectacular. 

NUMBER /'‘vzel-ju:/ n [C] mathematics the number 
or amount that a letter or symbol represents 

ART /'veel-ju:/ n[C] art the degree of light or dark- 
ness in a color, or the relation between light and 
shade in a work of art 


WORD FAMILY value 


Nouns valuables 
value 
values 
valuation 


Adjectives valuable 
invaluable 


Verbs 


value 
undervalue 


value judgment n [C] a personal opinion 
about whether something is good or bad 


values /'veel-ju:z/ p/n the principles that help you 
to decide what is right and wrong, and how to act 
in various situations © The political platform is based 
on traditional values associated with the rural South. 


valve /velv/ n[C] a device that controls the flow 
of air or liquid from one place to another © a heart 
valve O The explosion apparently was caused by a 
faulty gas valve. 


vampire /'vzem-pair/ n [C] an imaginary crea- 
ture, said to be a dead person returned to life, who 
sucks blood from people at night 


van /ven/ n[C] a box-shaped road vehicle of me- 
dium size © a delivery van 


vandal /‘ven-dl/ n[C usually pl] a person, often 
in a group, who intentionally damages public or 
private property 
vandalism /'ven-d®l ,1z-am/ n [U] © The mayor 
promised to crack down on vandalism. 
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vandalize /'vzn-dl,aiz/ v [T] © The teenager 
was accused of vandalizing cars. 


vanguard /'ven-gard/ n[U] 1 the front part of 
a group of people who are moving forward, esp. 
an army 2 The vanguard is also the people who 
are making changes or new developments in 
something: These craftspeople are in the vanguard 
in the art of modern furniture design. 


vanilla /va'nil-a, -'nel-9/ n[U] a substance made 
from the seeds of a plant, used to give flavor to 
sweet foods © vanilla yogurt 


vanish /'ven-1f/ v [I] to disappear or stop exist- 
ing, esp. suddenly © Her smile vanished. 


vanishing point n [U] art the point in a 
drawing or painting where parallel lines seem to 
meet at a far distance > Picture: perspective 


vanity /'ven-at-i/ n [U] the personal character- 
istic of being too proud of and interested in your- 
self, esp. in your appearance or achievements © 
Related adjective: VAIN SELFISH 


vanquish /'ven-kwif, ven-/ v [T] to defeat 
completely © Smallpox, a once deadly disease, has 
now been vanquished. 


vantage point /‘vent-1d3,p2int/ n [C] 1 a 
place that provides a good view © From our vantage 
point atop the mountain, we could see the whole city 
below. 2 A vantage point is also a way of thinking 
or a set of opinions based on your particular situ- 
ation: Recently, | asked him from his vantage point 
how the media have changed over the years. 


vapor, Cdn, 8r vapour /'ver-par/ n [C/U] chemis- 
try a gas that escapes from a liquid or solid, esp. 
as a result of heating © [U] Warm air is able to hold 
more water vapor than cold air. 
vaporize /'ver-pa,raiz/ v [I/T] chemistry to turn 
from a solid or liquid into a gas, or to cause this to 
happen © [I] When water boils, it vaporizes. 
vaporization /,ver-pa-ra'zer:fan/ n [U] chem- 
istry the process of changing from a solid or liquid 
into a gas 


variable © CHANGING /'ver-i:-a-bal, 'vaer-/ adj 
likely to change, or showing change or difference 
as a characteristic © Our weather is very variable in 
the spring. 
variable @ /'ver-i:-a-bal, 'vaer-/ n[C] something 
that can change, esp. in a way that cannot be 
known in advance O Among the variables that could 
prevent us from finishing the building by June are the 
weather and the availability of materials. 
variability © /,ver-i:-a'bil-at-i, ,vaer-/ n [U] © 
There is a lot of variability between brands. 
variably © /'ver-i:-a-bli, 'veer-/ adv 

SYMBOL /'ver-i:-a-bal, 'vzer-/ n[C] mathematics a 
letter or symbol that represents any of a set of 
values 


variance @ /'ver-i:-ans, 'ver-/ n[C] permission 
to do something differently from the official or 
usual way © He requested a variance to build an aa- 
dition to his house. 


IDIOM with variance 


eat variance fmi different © The official census count 
was at variance with the count we had made. 


variant © /'ver-i:-ant, 'veer-/ n [C] something 
that differs slightly from other similar things © 
There are four variants of malaria, all transmitted to 
humans by mosquitoes. 


variation / ver-i:'e1- fan, ,vzr-/ n[C/U] © See at 
VARY 


varicose veins /'ver-a ,kous 'vernz/ p! na con- 
dition in which the tubes that carry blood, esp. 
those in the legs, are swollen and can be seen on 
the skin © Pregnant women often get varicose veins. 


varied /'ver-i:d, ‘ver-/ adj having or showing 
many different types, or changing often © The var- 
ied symptoms included severe muscle pain, head- 
aches, and dizziness. 


variety DIFFERENCE /va'rat-at-i/ n [U] the char- 
acteristic of frequently changing, or of including 
many different types or things © The markets offer 
a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables. © You can get 
magazines there that have a little bit more variety. 

TYPE /va'ral-at-i/ n [C] a type, esp. one among a 
group of things that share general features and 
differ in some details © Several different varieties of 
sparrows live around here. 


various /'ver-i:-as, 'var-/ adj [not gradable] sev- 
eral and different © He underwent various treat- 
ments for the disease, none of them successful. 0 We 
enjoy eating in various types of restaurants. © After 
holding various jobs in different states, he settled in 
Oregon and opened a law office in Portland. 
variously /'ver-it-a-sli, 'vaer-/ adv [not gradable] 
in several different ways or at several different 
times © Studies variously put the US homeless popu- 
lation today at a high of 2 million and a low of 
230,000. 


varnish /'var-nif/ n [C/U] a clear liquid that you 
can put on a wooden surface, to protect it and give 
it a shiny, attractive appearance after drying © [U] 
The wood can be stained any color and then sealed 
with a coat of varnish. 


varsity /'var-sat-i/ n [C usually sing] one of the 
main sports teams at a university, college, or 
school © He was hoping to make the varsity next 
year. 
varsity /'var-sat-i/ adj [not gradable] © Eight var- 
sity players will return to the football team next 
season. 


vary © /'ver-i, 'ver-i/ v [I/T] to change in some 
way, or to cause similar things to differ © [l] The 
value of stocks will vary from month to month. © [T] 
My husband varies the vegetables he plants each 
year. 
variation © /,ver-i:'er-fan, ,veer-/ n [C/U] 1 
change in quality, amount, or level © [U] The vari- 
ation in the price during the past month is startling. 
2 A variation also is a difference, or a thing that 
differs slightly from another of its type: [C] Her 
movies are all variations on the same theme. 
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WORD FAMILY vary 


Nouns — variable 
variance 
variant 

variation 


variety 
vary 


Adjectives variable 
varied 
various 
varying 
invariable 

Adverbs 


invariably 
variously 


vascular /'ves-kja-lar/ adj [not gradable] biol- 
ogy containing VEINS (= thin tubes that carry 
blood in animals and other liquid in plants) 


vase /veis, veiz, vaz/ n[C] a container for holding 
flowers or for decoration © Please put this vase of 
flowers on the table. 


vasectomy /va'sek-ta-mi, ver 'zek-/ n [C/U] the 
medical operation of cutting the tubes through 
which a man’s SEMEN (= liquid containing sperm) 
move, in order to make him unable to make a 
woman pregnant 


vassal /'ves-al/ n [C] world history a person in 
the Middle Ages who promises to be loyal to a 
LORD (=a man of high social rank) who will protect 
him or her 


2 


vast /vest/ adj [-er/-est only] extremely large © 
The vast majority of our students — nearly 90 percent 
— graduate within four years. 
vastly /'vees-tli/ adv O | think the original movie 
was vastly superior to the remake. 


vat /vet/ n [C] a large container for mixing or 
storing liquids, esp. as used in industry © The 
grapes are crushed in deep wooden vats. 


vault ARCH /vo:It/ n [C] a type of arch that sup- 
ports a roof or ceiling, esp. in a church or public 
building, or a ceiling or roof supported by several 
of these arches 

ROOM /vo:lt/ n [C] 1 a room, esp. in or under the 
ground floor of a large building, that is used to 
store things safely 0 The museum keeps many of its 
treasures in temperature-controlled storage vaults. 2 
In a bank, a vault is where money, jewelry, impor- 
tant documents, etc., are locked for protection. 

JUMP /vo:It/ v [I/T] 1 to jump over something © 
[I/T] He vaulted (over) the gate. 2 To vault Is also to 
move someone suddenly to a much higher or 
more important position: [T] The speech vaulted 
him into the national spotlight. 


vaunted /'vo:nt-ad, ‘vant-/ adj [not gradable] 
praised too frequently © His much vaunted new plan 
has serious weaknesses. 


VCR / vi:-si:'ar/, videocassette recorder n [C] a 
machine that can record pictures and sounds from 
a television onto VIDEOTAPE, and on which video- 
tapes can be played © They have a sale on VCRs and 
CD players. 


VD n [U] abbreviation for VENEREAL DISEASE 


veal /vi:l/ n [U] meat from very young cattle 


veil 


vector /'vek-tar/ n[C] physics ¥ a representation 
of something that has both direction and size, usu- 
ally an arrow whose direction represents direction 
and length represents size 2 physics A vector 
quantity is something that can be represented by 
a vector. 


veep /vi:p/ n [C] infmi a VICE PRESIDENT, esp. the 
vice president of the US 


veer /vir/ v [I] to suddenly change direction 9 The 
officer saw the car veer off the side of the road. 


vegetable /‘ved3:ta-bal, ‘ved3-at-a-/ n[C] 1a 
plant that is used as food, or the part of a plant, 
such as a root, stem, or flower, that is used as food 
© For vegetables, we eat a lot of broccoli, spinach, 
and corn. 2 A person may be called a vegetable if 
the person is completely unable to move and to 
react, usually because of brain damage. 


WORD FAMILY vegetable 


Nouns vegetable 


Adjectives vegetarian 
vegetarian 
vegetarianism 


vegetarian /,ved3,9'ter-i:-an/ n [C] a person 
who does not eat meat for health or for religious 
or moral reasons O Some vegetarians avoid eggs and 
dairy products as well as meat. 
vegetarian /,ved3-9'ter-i:-an/ adj [not grada- 
ble] © a vegetarian diet 
vegetarianism /,ved3-9'ter-i:-9,n1z-am/ n [(U] 


vegetate /'ved3-9 teit/, slang veg (out) /'ved3 
‘aut/ v [I] to live or spend time in a way that lacks 
physical and mental activity and effort © The chil- 
dren just vegetate in front of the TV all morning. 


vegetation /,ved3-a'tei-fan/ n [U] biology 
plants in general, or the plants that are found ina 
particular area 
vegetative /'ved3-9 ,teit-1v/ adj [not gradable] 


vehement /'vi:-a-mant/ adj expressing very 
strong feelings, or showing great energy or force 
O They are killing some of the birds, to the vehement 
protests of animal-rights groups. 
vehemently /'vi:-a-mant-li/ adv © The defense 
counsel vehemently objected. 


vehicle © MACHINE /'vi: hik-al, 'viz-1-kal/ n[C] 
something used to transport people or goods, esp. 
something used on land or roads © an underwater 
vehicle © The snow stranded hundreds of vehicles on 
an interstate highway. 
vehicular /vi:'hik-ja-lar/ adj [not gradable] © Pe- 
destrian and vehicular traffic in the neighborhood 
have both increased. 

WAY /'vi: ,htk-al, 'vir-1-kal/ n [C usually sing] a way 
of achieving something © Many say Morse code is 
an outdated vehicle for communication in today’s 
high-tech world. © She used her celebrity status as a 
vehicle to run for political office. 


veil /veil/ n [C] a piece of thin material worn to 
protect or hide the face or head © The bride wore 
a veil made of French lace. © (fig.) A veil of secrecy 
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vein 


surrounded the appointment of the new college 
president. 

veil /veil/ v [T] © In that country, women are veiled 
when they go out in public. 

veiled /veild/ adj (of statements, opinions, or in- 
tentions) not direct or clearly expressed © He took 
the comment as a veiled threat. 


vein TUBE /vein/ n[C] biology 1 a tube that car- 
ries blood to the heart from the other parts of the 
body 2 A vein is also any of the many small tubes 
in the leaves of plants that carry SAP (= liquid con- 
taining a plant’s food). O Compare ARTERY TUBE 


LAYER /vein/ n[C] a layer of a substance in a crack 
in rocks or earth © a vein of iron ore 


MOOD /vein/ n [U] a style or a temporary mood © 
She published many novels and stories in the roman- 
tic vein then popular. 


Velcro /'vel-krou/ n [U] trademark special cloth 
material having two rough surfaces that stick to- 
gether when pressed, used for fastening clothing 
and other objects 


velocity /va'las-at-i/ n [C] physics the speed at 
which something is traveling © The wind velocity 
recorded at the airport was 78 miles per hour at 4 
Mae 


velour /va'lur/ n[U] acloth similar to VELVET with 
a soft surface 


velvet /'vel-vat/ n [U] a cloth with a soft, furry 
surface 
velvety /'vel-vat-i/ adj soft, like velvet © She pat- 
ted the dog’s velvety ears. 


vena Cava /,vi:-na 'kel-va/ n[C] p! venae cavae 
biology one of the two very large VEINS (= tubes 
that carry blood) that take blood without oxygen 
to the heart 


vendetta /ven'det:a/ n [C] a strong desire to 
harm a person or group, often because of political 
reasons or feelings of hate O They accused the spe- 
cial prosecutor of carrying on a vendetta against the 
White House. 


vending machine /‘ven-din-ma,fi:n/n[C]a 
machine you put money into to buy small items 
such as packages of food, candy, and drinks 


vendor /'ven-dar/ n[C] 1 a person or company 
that sells goods or services © Our company deals 
with many vendors of women’s clothing. 2 Avendor 
is also a person who sells food or goods on the 
street: a hot dog vendor © a street vendor 


veneer /va'nir/ n [C/U] 1 a thin layer of deco- 
rative wood or other material used to cover a 
cheaper or less attractive material © [C] /t’s a pine 
table with a mahogany veneer. 2 A veneer is also 
something that hides something unpleasant or un- 
wanted: [U] He had a veneer of sophistication but 
was really just a bully. 


venerate /'ven-a,reit/ v [T] to honor or have 
great respect for a person or thing © The American 
writer Mark Twain has been venerated for almost a 
century. 
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venerable /'ven-a-ra-bal/ adj respected, esp. be- 
cause of long experience or age © The venerable 
American jeweler, Tiffany & Company, appointed a 
new president. 


venereal disease /va'nir-i:-al/, abbreviation 
VD n [C/U] a disease caused or spread by sexual 
activity with another person 


venetian blind /va,ni:- fan 'blaind/ n[C] aset 
of narrow, horizontal pieces of wood, plastic, or 
metal that cover a window and can be raised or 
set at different angles to block light from the out- 
side or let it in 


vengeance /'ven-dgans/ n[U] an action against 
someone to punish that person for having hurt 
you © She cried out for vengeance. 


vengeful /'vend3-fal/ adj fm! desiring to hurt 
someone, often violently, in order to punish that 
person for having hurt you © We are not vengeful 
people but we want justice. 


venison /'ven-a-san/ n [U] the flesh of a deer 
used as meat 


Venn diagram /'ven ,dar-a,grem/ n [C] 
mathematics a drawing of circles that partly cross 
and cover each other, in which each circle repre- 
sents a set and an area where they cross contains 
parts belonging to more than one of the sets 


VENN DIAGRAM 


venom /'ven-am/ n [U] a poisonous liquid pro- 
duced by some snakes, insects, and SPIDERS when 
they bite © (fig.) His diary was full of venom and 
hate for everyone in authority. 
venomous /'ven-3-mas/ adj © a venomous 
snake/spider 


vent OPENING /vent/ n [C] an opening that al- 
lows air, smoke, or gas to escape or enter an en- 
closed space © The residents of the basement 
apartment ran outside after smelling smoke coming 
through a vent. 


EXPRESS FEELINGS /vent/ v [T] to express a nega- 


tive emotion forcefully © Walking relieves a lot of 
tension and it’s a good way to vent frustration. 


ventilate /'vent-@| ,e1t/ v[T] to cause fresh air to 
enter and move around an enclosed space © Public 
buildings must be safe, clean, well lighted, and prop- 
erly ventilated. 
ventilation /,vent-®l'e1-fan/ n [U] 


ventricle /‘ven-tri-kal/ n[C] biology each of the 
two main spaces in the heart, left and right 
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venture /'ven-tfar/ n [C] an activity or plan of 
action, often in business, that involves risk or un- 
certainty © His most recent business venture ended 
in bankruptcy. 
venture /'ven-tfar/ v [!/T] 1 to risk going some- 
where or doing something that might be danger- 
ous or unpleasant © [I always + adv/prep] He 
wanted to venture into the mountainous wilderness 
of the countryside. 2 fmi To venture something is to 
attempt it when you are likely to be wrong or to 
be criticized: [T] ! wouldn’t venture an opinion about 
that. 


venue /'ven-ju:/ n [C] the place where a public 
event or meeting happens © They changed the 
venue at the last minute because they realized the 
meeting room would have been much too small. 


Venus /'vi:-nas/ n [U] the planet second in order 
of distance from the sun, after Mercury and before 
the earth > Picture: solar system 


veranda, verandah /va'rzen-da/ n[C] a raised, 
open area, often covered, attached to the front or 
side of a house, esp. common in the southern US 
© | went up the walk onto the big veranda and 
knocked on the door. 


verb /v3rb/ n[C] grammar a word or phrase that 
describes an action, condition, or experience © 
“Run,” “keep,” and “feel” are all verbs. 


verbal SPOKEN /'v3r-bal/ adj [not gradable] spo- 
ken rather than written © Our apartment lease is 
really just a verbal agreement. 
verbally /'v3r-ba-li/ adv © The judge then verbally 
agreed to the attorney's request. 


RELATING TO WORDS /'v3r-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
grammar having to do with or using words © The 
children were tested for their physical coordination 
and verbal skills. 


verbatim /var'beit-am/ adj, adv [not gradable] 
using exactly the same words that were originally 
used © Speeches were reported verbatim and often 
ran to several columns. 


verdict /'v3r-dikt/ n[C] 1 a decision by a JURY as 
to whether someone is guilty after having heard 
the facts given at a trial O The jury reached/returned 
a verdict of not guilty after six hours of deliberation. 
2 A verdict is also any judgment or opinion given 
after considering the facts of a situation: City plan- 
ners think it’s a good idea to ban traffic from down- 
town streets, but the public’s verdict is that it’s a 
stupid idea. 


verge /v3rd3/ n [C] the edge, border, or limit of 
something 


IDIOM with verge 


eon the verge of something very near to doing or 
experiencing something © He was on the verge of 
saying something but stopped and shook his head. 


PHRASAL VERB with verge 


*verge on something to come close to being or 
becoming the stated thing © Some parts of the bi- 
ography verge on the trivial, and the book would be 
much better if it were much shorter. 


versus 


verification /,ver-o-fa'ker-fan/ n [C/U] the 
process of testing or finding out if something is 
true, real, accurate, etc. O I’ve never asked for veri- 
fication of his resume. 


verify /'ver-a ,fat/ v [T] to make certain or prove 
that something is true or accurate © The report 
could not immediately be verified. © [+ (that) clause] 
Tests verified (that) Beck had torn a shoulder muscle. 


verisimilitude / ver-9-sa'mil-9,tu:d/ n[U] fit- 
erature the quality of appearing realistic or true 


veritable /'ver-at-a-bal/ adj [not gradable] 
(used to emphasize how great or unusual some- 
thing is by comparing it to something else) © /f 
current projections hold, Montgomery County will ex- 
perience a veritable explosion in its school-age popu- 
lation (= it will have many more students). 


vermin /'v3r-man/ p/n small animals and insects 
that are harmful or annoying and are often difficult 
to control © She reported an infestation of vermin, 
including rats, in the basement of the apartment 
house. 


vernacular /voer'neek-ja-ler, va'naek-/ n [C/U] 
the form of a language commonly spoken by the 
people of a particular region or by a particular 
group, esp. when it is different from the standard 
language © [U] Much of his poetry derives from the 
American pop vernacular. 
vernacular /var'neek-ja-lar, va'nzek-/ adj © a ver- 
nacular expression 


versatile /'v3r-sat-*l/ adj (of people) able to do 
many different things or to adjust to new condi- 
tions, or (of things) able to be used for many dif- 
ferent purposes © He was a versatile guitarist, and 
recorded with many leading rock bands. © It is an 
especially versatile insecticide known to control a 
range of insects. 
versatility /,v3ar-sa'til-at-i/ n [U] © Daniels pos- 
sesses the versatility to play right and left end and 
tackle. 


verse /v3rs/ n [C/U] literature 1 writing that is 
arranged in a rhythmic pattern; poems © [U] She 
has a talent for writing humorous verse. 2 A verse is 
also one of the parts into which a poem or song is 
divided: [C] We’ll sing only the first and last verses. 
3 A verse is also one of the short parts into which 
the Bible is divided. 


versed /v3rst/ adj prepared by having knowledge 
or experience of something © He was well versed in 
all branches of the field and published extensively. 


version © /'v3r-3an/ n[C] 1 a particular form of 
something that varies from other forms of the 
same thing © They’re producing several versions of 
the TV commercial to see which one works best. 2 A 
version can also be a TRANSLATION: Originally pub- 
lished in German, it was published in New York in an 
English-language version. 3 Someone's version of 
an event is that person’s description of it: Her ver- 
sion of the accident was completely different from 
that given by the driver of the other car. 


versus /'v3r-sas/, abbreviation vs., prep (used to 
show the names of two teams or sides) against © 
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vertebra 


The next soccer match is-Mexico versus the United 
States. © (fig.) It was a question of artistic integrity 
versus love of money, and money won. 


vertebra /'vart-9-bra/ n [C] pi vertebrae medical 
one of the small bones that form the SPINE (= the 
line of bones down the middle of the back) 


vertebrate /'v3rt-a-brat/ n [C] biology an ani- 
mal that has a SPINE (= bone down the center of 
the back) 
vertebrate /'vart:9-brat/ adj [not gradable] 


vertex n [C] p/ vertexes, vertices geometry the 
point where two lines meet to form an angle, or 
the point that is opposite the base of a shape 


vertical /'vart-1-kal/ adj standing or pointing 
straight up or at an angle of 90 to a horizontal 
surface or line 0 Water that had leaked from above 
formed a vertical line down one wall. 0 Compare 
HORIZONTAL 


vertigo /‘vart-1,gou/ n [U] medical a feeling that 
everything is spinning around, causing you to be 
unable to balance and therefore to fall 


verve /v3rv/ n[U] a lot of energy and enthusiasm 
© She expressed herself with verve and wit. 


very EXTREMELY /'ver-i/ adv [not gradable] (used 
to add emphasis to an adjective or adverb) to a 
great degree, or extremely © | was working very 
hard, but | enjoyed it. © It’s very easy to find our 
house. © She was a very good teacher. © People didn’t 
like him very much. 

EXACT /'ver-i/ adj [not gradable] (used to add em- 
phasis to a noun) exact or particular © /I’d heard 
stories about him and now here he was, the very 
person | now accompanied. © This very moment was 
what he had been waiting for. 0 He found the missing 
paper at the very bottom of the pile. 


IDIOM with very 


every well likely © Stress could very well have trig- 
gered the attack. 


vesicular /va'sik:ja-lar/ adj [not gradable] earth 
science describes rock that contains holes made 
by gas escaping from cooling LAVA 


vessel SHIP /'ves-al/ n[C] a large boat or ship o 
A scattering of vessels anchored in the harbor. 

CONTAINER /'‘ves:al/ n[C] a container used to hold 
liquids O We used bowls, pots, bottles, pitchers — any 
vessels we could find. 

TUBE /'ves-al/ n [C] a tube that carries liquid, esp. 
blood, through the body © Blood clots clogged the 
vessels. 


vest CLOTHING /vest/ n[C] 1 a piece of clothing 
like a coat without sleeves that reaches to the waist 
© My grandfather always wore his vest buttoned up. 
© The state requires that there be a life vest for each 
person in the boat. 2 Br A vest is an UNDERSHIRT. 


GIVE POWER TO /vest/ v [T] fm/ to give someone or 
something the power to do something © Political 
power is now vested in an elected parliament. 
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vested interest n [C] 1 an interest in influ- 
encing something so that you can continue to 
benefit from it © She said the port has a vested in- 
terest in protecting the community’s environment. 2 
A vested interest is also a person or group who has 
this type of relationship with something: The Brit- 
ish vested interests didn’t regulate their own indus- 
tries, as the Chinese state firms do. 


vestibule /'ves-ta bju:l/ n[C] a room just inside 
a house or building, through which you enter the 
building © In the school’s vestibule is a sign reading, 
“Enter here and find a friend.” © You can hang your 
coat in the vestibule. 


vestige /'ves-tid3/ n [C] a small part left from 
something larger and more important, esp. one 
that is no longer used © Vestiges of ancient settle- 
ments can be seen in the caves. 


vet MILITARY PERSON /vet/ n [C] short form of 
VETERAN (= a person who was in the military) 


ANIMAL DOCTOR /vet/ n [C] short form of VET- 
ERINARIAN 


EXAMINE /vet/ v [T] -tt- to study something, or to 
examine a person’s record to see that it is accept- 
able or accurate © All agencies must carefully vet 
new workers. © Before we signed this contract, our 
lawyer vetted it. 


veteran EXPERIENCED PERSON /'vet-a-ran, ‘ve: 
tran/ n [C] a person who has had a lot of experi- 
ence in a particular activity or job O Ms. Beasly is 
one of our veterans — she has been teaching here for 
over 20 years. 


MILITARY PERSON /'vet-a-ran, 've-tran/, short form 
vet n[C] a person who was once a member of the 
armed forces 


Veterans Day n[C] a legal holiday on Novem- 
ber 11, or the day nearest November 11 that is not 
a Saturday or Sunday, in honor of members of the 
armed forces who fought for the US in wars 


veterinarian / vet-9-ra'ner-i:-an, ,ve-tra'ner-/, 
short form vet n[C] a person trained in the medical 
treatment of animals © He is the chief veterinarian 
for the zoo and deals with all kinds and sizes of 
animals. 
veterinary /'vet-a-ra,ner-i, 've-tra,ner-i/ adj [not 
gradable] © The practice of veterinary medicine has 
become very sophisticated. 


veto /'vi:t-ou/ n [C/U] p/ vetoes politics & gov- 
ernment the power to refuse to allow something 
to be done, or such a refusal © [C] The president 
has promised a veto if Congress passes that bill. 0 
[U] The mayor will have no veto over zoning. 
veto /'vi:t-ou/ v [T] vetoes, pres. part. vetoing, past 
vetoed politics & government to refuse to allow 
something to be done © The governor said she 
would veto the bill unless certain parts were 
changed. © Cory wanted to drive the car, but her 
mom vetoed it. 


vex /veks/ v [T] to cause someone to feel annoy- 
ance or trouble © The question that vexes Ben the 
most is, “Why me?” 
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vexed /vekst/ adj troubling and difficult © a vexed 
question 

vexing /'vek-sin/ adj © Rising gas prices are a vex- 
ing problem. 


via © /,vai-a, ,vi:-9/ prep by way of, or by use of 
© | sent the application papers via fax. 


viable /'vai-a-bal/ adj able to exist, perform as 
intended, or succeed © The company had to seek 
other ways to remain viable. © He would be a viable 
candidate for any office he wanted to run for. 
viability /,var-a'brl-at-i/ n [U] © She's going to 
have to cut costs to maintain the viability of her 
business. 


viaduct /'vai-a dakt/ n [C] a high bridge that 
Carries a road or railroad over an area that is diffi- 
Cult to cross, such as a deep valley, very wet land, 
or the steep side of a hill © An ancient Roman via- 
duct crosses the valley. 


vial /'vat-al, vail/ n [C] a small bottle used to hold 
a liquid © The store gave away vials of their new 
perfume. 


vibes /vaibz/ pi n slang the feeling you get from 
being in a particular place or situation or from be- 
ing with a particular person © I’m afraid to go there 
— that place has bad vibes. 


vibrant /'vai-brant/ adj energetic, bright, and 
full of life or excitement © The city is youthful, vi- 
brant — an exciting place. © Flowers of vibrant colors 
were on each table. 


vibrate /'vai-breit/ v [I/T] to move quickly back- 
ward and forward, or to cause something to shake 
© [I] Musical sounds are produced when the strings 
of the piano vibrate. © [|] A thundering boom made 
the windows vibrate. 
vibration /var'brer-fan/ n [C/U] © [C] We felt the 
earthquake’'s vibrations 120 miles away! 


vicarious /vat'ker-i:-as, -'kzer-/ adj experienced 
by reading or watching someone else do some- 
thing © This disaster movie will provide you with 
plenty of vicarious thrills. 


vice MORAL FAULT /vais/ n[C] 1 a moral fault or 
weakness in a person’s character © His virtues far 
outnumber his vices. 2 Vice is also immoral behav- 
ior. O Compare VIRTUE GOODNESS 


TITLE /vats/ prefix used as part of a title to show the 
rank of an officer or official of a company or or- 
ganization, immediately below a president or 
CHAIRPERSON © a vice principal O Vice Premier Zhu 
Rongji © He served as vice chairman of the federal 
reserve. © There are three vice presidents in that 
company. 


vice president, abbreviation VP n [C] 1 the 
elected official immediately below the president 
who is elected with the president every four years 
2 A vice president is also a high-ranking employee 
in a company, usually one of several, in charge of 
a particular department: This is Jeff Walton, our VP 
of Finance. 


video 


vice versa /vais'v3r-sa,_,var‘sa'v3r-/ adv (of an 
opposite) being also true © With this software, de- 
Scriptions can replace names and vice versa. 


vicinity /vi'sin-at-i/ n [U] the area immediately 
surrounding something © There are many stores in 
the vicinity where she can shop. © An area of low 
pressure off the southeast coast will keep some rain 
showers in the vicinity of the coastline. 


IDIOM with vicinity 


ein the vicinity of something approximately the 
stated amount: The price for a house here is in the 
vicinity of $450,000. 


vicious /'viJ-as/ adj (of an act) intending to hurt 
badly, or (of a person or animal) likely to be violent 
© | don't believe he is a vicious dog. © The few who 
disagreed became the targets of vicious written at- 
tacks on the Internet. 


vicious Circle, vicious cycle n[C] a situation in 
which one problem causes another one, making 
the original problem impossible to solve © Ina kind 
of vicious circle, girls did not study science because 
other girls didn’t study science, even though they 
were good at it. 


victim /'vik-tam/ n[C] a person who has suffered 
the effects of violence or illness or bad luck © an 
accident victim © She’s just a victim of circumstances 
beyond her control. 
victimize /'vik-ta,maiz/ v [T] © One survey 
showed the number of companies victimized by com- 
puter theft rose to 83 percent this year. 
victimization /,vik:ta-ma'zer-fan/ n [U] © Na- 
tional reports of victimization show a decline in cer- 
tain kinds of crime. 
victimless /'vik-tam-las/ adj [not gradable] (of a 
crime) lacking a victim, or thought not to involve 
a victim © Tax cheating is not a victimless crime. 


victor /'vik-tar/ n [C] the one who wins a com- 
petition, election, war, etc. O The victor in the 1996 
presidential election was Bill Clinton. 


Victorian /vik'to:r-i:-an/ adj 1 relating to the 
period 1837 to 1901, when Victoria was Queen of 
England 2 A thing can be called Victorian if it was 
made during this period, or in the style of this pe- 
riod: My great-grandparents had a huge Victorian 
house in Paris, Texas. 


victory /‘vik-ta-ri, -tri/ n [C/U] the act or an ex- 
ample of winning a competition or war © [U] A goal 
in the last half minute assured victory and the World 
Cup for the Mexicans. 
victorious /vik'to:r-i:-as, -'tour-/ adj [not grad- 
able] © The city honored the victorious general with 
a huge parade. 


video /'vid-i: ou/ n [C/U] pi videos 1 a series of 
recorded images which are shown on television or 
viewed on a screen © [U] digital video © [U] The 
system transmits voice, data, and video between 
soldiers and command centers. 2 A video is also a 
VIDEOTAPE: [C] We watched two videos — both ne 
films. 
video /'vid-i: ,ou/ adj [not gradable] © The CD- 
ROM includes video clips. Oo Compare AUDIO 
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video camera 


video camera n [C] a camera that records 

moving pictures and often sound on a VIDEOTAPE 
© Video cameras are used as security devices for 
ATMs. 


videocassette /‘vid-i:,ou-ka,set/, short form 
video /'vid-i: ,ou/ n [C] a VIDEOTAPE 


videocassette recorder n [Cj] avcr 


video game n[C] a game in which the player 
controls moving pictures on a television screen by 
pressing buttons or moving a short handle © The 
best video games involve using your imagination to 
solve problems. 


videotape /‘vid-i:-ou ,te1p/, short form video, 
short form tape n[C] along, narrow, magnetic strip 
inside a rectangular plastic container which re- 
cords sounds and moving images that can be 
heard and seen on a television, or a recording of 
images and sounds 0 | bought the videotape of “Ju- 
rassic Park” for the kids. 0 He watches videotapes of 
his performances so he can see what needs work. 
videotape /'vid-i:-ou ,terp/, short form tape v [T] 
© Why don’t you videotape the ballgame so you can 
watch it later? 


vie /vai/ v [I] pres. part. vying, past vied to compete 
© Several companies are vying for the contract to 
build the new hospital. 


view SIGHT /vju:/ n [C/U] what you can see from 
a particular place, or the ability to see from a par- 
ticular place © [U] She turned a corner and disap- 
peared from view. © [C] Our room had spectacular 
views of the mountains. 
view /vju:/ v [T] © The President viewed the hurri- 
cane damage from a helicopter. 
viewer /'vju:-ar/ n [C] © Millions of viewers watch 
the Super Bow! on TV every year. 


USAGE +.) yy: satiny ie tae a el 


view or sight? 
When you use view to talk about things that 
you can see, it describes the range of things 
you can see or how much you can see from a 
place. A view is often pleasant. 
We had a wonderful view of the mountains 
from the aircraft. 
We-had See 
from-the-aireraft. 
Sight means something particular that you can 
see, or the ability to see. 
The garden is a beautiful sight in spring. 
The sight of blood makes me feel sick. 
Fhe-view of blood_-makes-me_teet sick: 
He lost his sight in an accident. 


OPINION /vju:/ n [C] a way of looking at some- 
thing; an opinion © /t’s our view that it’s time we 
did something and stopped just talking! © He takes 
a pessimistic view of our chances of success. © The 
meeting was an opportunity for the two leaders to 
exchange views. 


1062 


view /vju:/ v [T] to look at or consider something 
© How do you view your chances of getting that job? 


WORD FAMILY view 


Nouns view 
overview 


Verbs view 
preview 
review 


preview 
review 
reviewer 
viewer 


IDIOMS with view 


eon view placed where the public can see it © 
Plans for the new design of the park are on view in 
the library this week. 

ein view of something because of, or considering 
something © In view of the late hour, we'll have to 
put off that discussion until our next meeting. 


viewpoint /‘vju:-point/ n (C] a POINT OF VIEW 


vigil /‘vid3-al/ n [C] a period of staying awake to 
be with someone who is ill or to call public atten- 
tion to something © The boy's parents kept a long 
vigil in his hospital room. © A candlelight vigil on the 
steps of the courthouse was held to protest the ver- 
dict in this trial. 


vigilant /'vid3-a-lant/ adj being very careful to 
notice things, esp. signs of danger © Security per- 
sonnel need to be more vigilant in checking bags and 
packages. 
vigilance /'v1d3-a-lans/ n [U] © The vigilance of a 
mother fox protects her young from danger. 


vigilante /,vid3-a'lent-i/ n [C] a person who 
forces obedience to the law without legal authority 
to do so, or a member of a group that decides to 
force obedience to the law without official 
authority 


VIgOF, Cdn, Br vigour /'vig: ar/ n [U] strength, en- 
ergy, or enthusiasm © After vacation, she returned 
to work with renewed vigor. 
vigorous /'vig-a-ras/ adj © a vigorous debate/ 
campaign © He still walks with vigorous steps. 
vigorously /'vig-a-ra-sli/ adv 0 Don’t exercise too 
vigorously at first. 


vile /vail/ adj 1 evil or disgusting © He responded 
with the vilest language imaginable. 2 Vile also 
means very bad or unpleasant: a vile mood/temper 


vilify /'vil-9,far/ v [T] fmi to say or write unpleas- 
ant things about someone or something, in order 
to cause other people to have a bad opinion of 
that person or thing © He claimed he was unfairly 
vilified by the press. 


villa /'vil-9/ nC] a large house, usually in a rural 
area or near the sea 


village /'vil-1d3/ n [C] 1 a group of houses, 
stores, and other buildings which is smaller than a 
town © We live just outside the village of Larchmont. 
2 A village is also the people who live in a village: 
The whole village came out for the parade. 
villager /'vil-1-d3ar/ n [C] a person who lives ina 
village 
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villain /‘vil-an/ n [C] a bad person who harms 
other people or breaks the law, or a cruel or evil 
character in a book, play, or film © In her version of 
the story, Hoover emerges as the villain. 


villus /‘vil-as/ n [C] pl villi biology one of many 
small parts like fingers on the inside surface of the 
smaller part of the INTESTINES (= tube in the body 
where food goes after the stomach), through 
which the food is absorbed 


vinaigrette / vin-a'gret/ n [U] a sauce made 
from oil and vinegar, used esp. on salad 


vindicate /'vin-da,kert/ v [T] to show some- 
thing to have been right or true, or to show some- 
one to be free from guilt or blame © The decision 
to include Morris on the team was vindicated when 
he scored three touchdowns. 
vindication /,vin-da'ker: fan/ n[C/U] ©[U] They 
are hoping for vindication in court. 


vindictive /vin'dik-tiv/ adj having or showing 
a desire to harm someone because you think that 
the person has harmed you; unwilling to forgive o 
She was immature, spiteful, even vindictive at times. 


vine /vain/ n [C] a type of plant that climbs or 
grows along the ground and has a twisting stem 
© a grape vine O pea vines 


vinegar /'vin-1-gar/ n[U] a strong-tasting liquid 
made esp. from FERMENTED (= chemically 
changed) wine, apple juice, etc., that is used for 
flavoring or preserving food © Would you like oil and 
vinegar on your salad? 


vineyard /'vin-jard/ n [C] a piece of land on 
which GRAPEVINES are grown (= plants that pro- 
duce small round fruits used for making wine) 


vintage WINE /‘vint-1d3/ n [C] the wine made 
in a particular year, or a particular year in which 
wine was made 
vintage /'vint-1d3/ adj [not gradable] (of wine) 
of high quality that was made in a particular year, 
and that can be kept for several years in order to 
improve it © vintage champagne 

HIGH QUALITY /'vint-1d3/ adj [not gradable} (esp. 
of something old) of high quality and lasting value, 
or showing the best characteristics typical of the 
person who created it © a vintage pistol/airplane/ 
car © “Sophisticated Lady” is vintage Duke Ellington. 


USED /'vin-tid3/ adj [not gradable] used but of 
good quality © vintage clothing 


vinyl /'vain:*l/ n [U] strong plastic that can be 

bent and that is used to make floors, furniture, 
clothing, etc. © vinyl flooring/upholstery © a vinyl 
raincoat 


viola /vi:'ou-la/ n [C/U] a wooden musical instru- 
ment with four strings, slightly larger than a VIO- 
LIN, which a player holds against his or her neck 
and plays with a BOW (= stick with hairs attached 
to it), or this type of instrument generally 


violate © /'vai-9 lert/ v [T] 1 to break or act 
against something such as a law, agreement, or 
principle, or to not respect something that should 
be treated with respect © The planes appear to have 


violet 


deliberately violated the cease-fire agreement. 2 
Someone who violates a place or situation goes 
where the person is not wanted or does something 
the person should not do: Questions of this kind 
violate my privacy. 

violation © /,vat-a'ler- fan/ n [C/U] © [C] a traf- 
fic violation O [C] The invasion constitutes a violation 
of international law. 0 [U] They had not acted in 
violation of the rules. 

violator /'vat-a,leit-ar/ n [C] © Violators can be 
fined up to $500. 


WORD FAMILY violate 


Nouns violence 
violation 
violator 


Adjectives violent 
nonviolent 


Adverbs 


violently 


Verbs violate 


violence /'vai-a-lens/ n [U] extremely forceful 
actions that are intended to hurt people or are 
likely to cause damage © racial/ethnic/domestic vi- 
olence O She was concerned about the amount of 
violence on television. 0 The storm turned out to be 
one of unexpected violence. 
violent /'vat-9-lant/ adj 1 using or involving force 
to hurt or attack © violent crime © The police are 
concerned about the possibility of violent behavior at 
the demonstration. 2 A violent death is one that is 
caused suddenly and unexpectedly by the use of 
physical force, esp. murder. 3 Violent can mean 
very strong: a violent explosion 4 A violent person 
or attitude is one that expresses great anger. 
violently /'vat-a-lant-li/ adv 1 in a forceful way 
that causes people to be hurt 2 Violently can mean 
strongly or extremely: They are violently opposed to 
the plans. 


WORD CHOICES violence 


If someone is angry and violent, you could de- 
scribe that person as aggressive. 

She was very aggressive toward the TV 

reporters. 

Ferocious and savage both mean “fierce and 
violent.” 

a ferocious/savage dog 
Brutal can be used when someone is violent, 
cruel, and does not seem to have any feelings 
for people. 

He was jailed for the brutal crime. 
You could use vicious if someone is violent and 
seems to want to hurt someone very badly. 

It was a vicious crime. 
Bloody or gory can be used about things which 
are violent and involve a lot of blood. 

She refuses to watch gory horror movies. 


violet COLOR /'vai-a-lat/ adj, n [U] (of) a color 
that is between blue and purple © violet ink © [U] 
Violet is too dark for the walls of this room. 

PLANT /'var-a-lat/ n[C] a small plant with pleasant- 
smelling purple, blue, or white flowers 
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violin 


violin /,vat-a'lin/ n [C/U] a small, wooden mu- 
sical instrument with four strings that a player 
holds against his or her neck and plays with a BOW 
(= stick with hairs attached to it), or this type of 
instrument generally 


VIP / vi: ,at'pi:/ n[C] abbreviation for very important 
person (= a person who is treated better than or- 
dinary people because of being famous or influ- 
ential in some way) © We were given the full VIP 
treatment. 


viper /'vat-par/ n [C] a small, poisonous snake © 
The vipers slithered and hissed. 


viral /'vat-ral/ adj [not gradable] © See at VIRUS 
SMALL ORGANISM 


virgin /'v3r-d3an/ n [C] someone who has never 
had sex 
virgin /'v3r-d3an/ adj [not gradable] 1 a virgin 
bride 2 Virgin can be used of forests and areas of 
land that have not yet been cultivated or used by 
people: a virgin forest O Antarctica is virgin territory. 
virginity /var'd3in-at-i/ n [U] 


Virgo /'v3r-gou, ‘vir-/ n [C/U] p!Virgos the sixth 
sign of the ZODIAC, covering the period August 23 
to September 22 and represented by a young 
woman, Or a person born during this period 


virile /'vir-al, -ail/ adj (of a man) full of strength, 
power, and energy in a way that is considered sex- 
ually attractive © The ads show virile young men 
playing on the beach. 


virtual © /'v3r-tfa-wal/ adj [not gradable] al- 
most, but not exactly or in every way © She was a 
virtual unknown before this movie. 0 Snow brought 
Minneapolis to a virtual standstill yesterday. 
virtually @ /'v3r-tfa-wa-li/ adv [not gradable] © 
Unemployment in this part of the country is virtually 
nonexistent. 


virtual reality n [U] a set of images and 
sounds produced by a computer that seem to rep- 
resent a real place or situation 


virtue GOODNESS /'v3r-tfu:/ n [C/U] a good 
moral quality in a person, or the general quality of 
goodness in a person © [C] Patience is a virtue. © 
Compare VICE MORAL FAULT 
virtuous /'v3r-tfa-was/ adj possessing good 
moral qualities © I’ve been up working since six 
o'clock this morning so I’m feeling very virtuous. 


ADVANTAGE /'v3r-tfu:/ n [C/U] an advantage or 
benefit © [C] Caution is a useful virtue. 


IDIOM with virtue 


e by virtue of something as a result of something © 
They were excluded from voting by virtue of being 
too young. 


virtuoso /,v3r-t{a'wou-sou, -zou/ n [C] p/ virtu- 
osos a person who is extremely skilled at some- 
thing, especially at playing an instrument or 
performing © Famous mainly for his wonderful voice, 
Cole was also a virtuoso on the piano. 
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virtuoso /,v3r-t{a'wou-sou, -zou/ adj [not grad- 
able] © The world’s greatest tenor treated us to a 
virtuoso display of his abundant talent. 


virulent ACTING QUICKLY /'vir-ja-lant/ adj (ofa 
disease) dangerous and spreading quickly, or (of 
poison) having an effect very quickly © a virulent 
strain of flu 

FULL OF HATE /'vir-ja-lant/ adj fierce and full of 
hate © virulent speech © Several newspapers 
mounted virulent attacks. 


virus SMALL ORGANISM /'var-ras/ n [C] 1 biol- 
ogy a very small organism that causes disease in 
humans, animals, and plants 2 A virus is also a dis- 
ease caused by a virus: She’s had a virus for several 
days. 


VIRUS 


viral /'vat-ral/ adj [not gradable] biology relating 
to or caused by a virus 


COMPUTER PROBLEM /'var-ras/ n [C] a hidden set 
of instructions in a computer program that Is in- 
tended to introduce faults into a computer system 
or cause it to perform actions that were not 
planned 


visa /'vi:-z9, -s9/ n [C] an official document or 
mark made in a PASSPORT that allows you to enter 
or leave a particular country © an entry/exit visa 


vis-a-vis /,vi:-z9'vi:, -sa-/ prep in relation to, or 
in comparison with © Later | asked him more directly 
about government's role vis-a-vis the environment. 


visceral /'vis-a-ral/ adj based on emotional re- 
actions rather than on reason or thought © He has 
a visceral feel for our problems. 


visceral muscle, smooth muscle n [C] biol- 
ogy any of the muscles that work automatically 
and are found in the organs of the body such as 
the stomach and lungs 


viscous /'vis-kas/ adj (of a liquid) thick and 
sticky; not flowing easily © viscous oil 


vise /vais/ n [C] a tool having two flat sides that 
can be moved closer together to hold something 
firmly while it is being worked on © After gluing 
both surfaces of the wood, clamp it in a vise to dry. 


viselike /'vais-laik/ adj [not gradable] very tight 
and strong © a viselike handshake 


visible © /'viz-9-bal/ adj 1 able to be seen © 
There are few visible signs of her recent illness. © The 
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comet is visible to the naked eye as a fuzzy ball in 
the western sky. 2 Visible also means able or tend- 
ing to attract public attention: /n a very short time, 
she became a_ highly visible environmental 
spokesperson. 

visibly © /'viz-a-bli/ adv in a way that is easily 
seen; obviously © Earl became visibly upset. 
visibility @ /,viz-a'bil-at-i/ n [U] the degree to 
which objects that are far away can be seen out- 
side, as influenced by weather conditions © There 
will be reduced visibility because of the fog. 


Vision © SIGHT /'vi3-an/ n[U] the ability to see 
© good/impaired/blurred vision 

MENTAL IMAGE /'v13-9n/ n[C] 1 an imagined men- 
tal image of something © We lack a vision of what 
love really is. 2 Avision can also be something seen 
in a dream or as a result of a religious experience. 


VIEW OF THE FUTURE /'vi3-an/ n [U] the ability to 
imagine how a country, society, industry, etc., will 
develop in the future and to plan in a suitable way 
© The theater’s director is a woman of great artistic 
vision. 
visionary /'v13-a,ner-i/ n [{C] © She was a social 
reformer, a true visionary. 


visit /'viz-at/ v [I/T] to go to a place in order to 
experience it, or to go to a person in order to 
spend time together © [T] We visited a few galleries 
while we were in New York. © [T] When are we going 
to visit Grandma? © [l] She’s not staying here — she’s 
just visiting for the afternoon. 
visit /'viz-at/ n[C] © | think I'll pay a visit to the 
barbershop while I’m in town. © We had a visit from 
the fire inspector last week. 
visitation /,viz-a'ter-fan/ n [C/U] 1 the act of 
visiting, or a visit © [U] The hospital has strict rules 
about visitation. 2 law Visitation is the act of a DI- 
VORCED parent spending time with a child he or 
she no longer lives with at agreed times and ac- 
cording to agreed conditions. 
visitor /‘viz-at-ar/ n [C] © Every summer, this tiny 
fishing village receives thousands of visitors. » Us- 
age: meet, see, visit, or get to know? at MEET 
COME TOGETHER 


WORD FAMILY visit 
Nouns _ visit 
visitor 
visitation 


Verbs visit 


revisit 


visiting hours p/n the time period when you 
can visit someone, esp. in a hospital or prison 


visor /'vai-zar/ n[C] 1 a curved piece of stiff ma- 
terial that is worn above the eyes to protect them 
from the sun 2 A visor is also a movable part of a 
HELMET (= hard head cover) that can be pulled 
down to cover the face. 


vista /'vis-ta/ n[C] a view from a high position © 
After a hard climb, we were rewarded by a vista of 
rolling hills. 


visual © /'v13-9-wal/ adj relating to seeing © 
These animals have excellent visual ability/acuity. 


vocal 


visually © /'v13-a-wa-li/ adv a visually stunning 
production O Guide dogs improve the lives of the vi- 
sually impaired. 

visualize @ /'v13-a-wa laiz/ v [T] to imagine or 
remember someone or something by forming a 
picture in your mind © | was so surprised when | 
saw him - I'd visualized someone much older. 
visualization © /,v13-9-wa-la'zer-fan/ n [C/U] 


visual arts p/n the arts of drawing, painting, 
SCULPTURE, PHOTOGRAPHY, etc. 


vital /‘vait-*l/ adj necessary or extremely impor- 
tant for the success or continued existence of 
something © The existence of a strong opposition Is 
vital to a healthy democracy. © The kidneys play a 
vital role/part in removing waste from the blood. © 
[+ that clause] /t’s vital that you respond at once. 
vitally /'vart-*l-i/ adv © It’s vitally important that 
we get there by tomorrow. 


vitality /var'tzel-at-i/ n [U] energy and strength 
© youthful vitality © The new factory should improve 
the economic vitality of the region. 


vital signs pl n medical your body temperature 
and the rate at which you are breathing and your 
heart is beating 


vital statistics p/na group of official facts that 
include the number of births, deaths, and mar- 
riages in a particular place, or the ages and races 
of the people that live there 


vitamin /‘vait-2-man/ n [C] biology any of a 
group of natural substances that are necessary in 
small amounts for growth and good health and 
that are obtained from food 


vitriolic /vi-tri:‘al-1k/ adjintentionally unkind or 
causing hurt © He launched a vitriolic attack on the 
senator, accusing him of shielding corrupt friends. 


vivacious /va'ver- fas, vai-/ adj (esp. of awoman 
or girl) full of energy and enthusiasm © Judy Gar- 
land was bright and vivacious, with a vibrant singing 
voice. 


vivid /'viv-ad/ adj brightly colored or (of descrip- 
tions or memories) producing clear, powerful, and 
detailed images in the mind © vivid colors © vivid 
memories 
vividly /'viv-ad-li/ adv © The author vividly de- 
scribes his early life on the farm. 


vivisection /viv-a'sek-fan/ n [U] the cutting 
into or other use of living animals in tests for the 
purpose of increasing medical knowledge 


V-neck adj [not gradable] (of clothing) having a 
V-shaped neck opening at the front © She wore a 
blue, V-neck sweater. 


vocabulary /vou 'keb:ja,ler-i/ n [C/U] English 
all the words used by a particular person, or all the 
words that exist in a particular language or subject 
© [C] Reading helps to improve your vocabulary. 


vocal OF THE VOICE /‘vou-kal/ adj [not gradable] 
relating to or produced by the voice, either in sing- 
ing or speaking © vocal music 
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vocal cords 


vocal /'vou-kal/ n [C usually pl] the singing in a 
piece of popular music © At times his vocals were 
drowned out by the audience singing along. 
vocalist /'vou-ka-last/ n [C] a person who sings, 
esp. with a group that plays popular music 
vocalize /'vou-ka ,laiz/ v [I/T] to sing, speak, or 
make sounds © [I] She studied how often infants 
vocalized. 

vocally /'vou-ka-li/ adv [not gradable] 


OFTEN HEARD /'‘vou-kal/ adj often expressing opin- 
ions and complaints in speech © He is emerging as 
his party’s most vocal critic of the president. 


vocal cords p! na pair of folds at the upper end 
of the throat that produce sound when air from 
the lungs moves over them 


vocation /vou'ker-fan/ n[C] a type of work that 
you feel you are suited to doing and to which you 
give much of your time and energy © /t wasn’t until 
“The North American Review” published his story 
that he embraced writing as a vocation. 


vocational /vou ‘ker: fan-l/ adj [not gradable] 
providing skills and education that prepare you for 
a job © vocational education/training © The school 
offers vocational programs in welding, electrical 
work, and building maintenance. 


vociferous /vou'sif-a-ras/ adj repeatedly and 
loudly expressing your opinions and complaints, 
or (of demands, complaints, etc.) expressed in this 
way © a vociferous critic of foreign policy © vociferous 
objections 
vociferously /vou'sif-9-ra-sli/ adv 0 He protested 
vociferously, but to no avail. 


vodka /'vad-ka/ n [C/U] a colorless, alcoholic 
drink made from any of various grains or potatoes 


vogue /voug/ n [C/U] the state of being popular 
or fashionable for a period of time © [U] Bowling 
has come back in vogue. 


voice SOUNDS /vo21s/ n [C/U] the sound made 
when people speak or sing, or the ability to make 
such a sound © [C] She spoke in a low, soft voice, 
and | had to ask her to speak louder. 0 [C] | heard 
the murmur of voices. O [C] I’ve been talking so much 
that my voice is getting hoarse. © [U] I’ve got a cold 
and I’m losing my voice (= becoming unable to 
speak). 

OPINION /vois/ n [C/U] an expression of opinion, 
or the right to express an opinion O [C] The senator 
added his voice to the protest. © [U] The kids want 
to have a voice in where we go on our vacation. 
voice /vois/ v [T] to express esp. an opinion or 
feeling © Opponents also voiced concern about the 
potential traffic produced by the project. 


GRAMMAR /vois/ n [C] grammar the relationship 
between the subject of the verb and the action 
described by the verb, or the forms of a verb that 
show this relationship © Compare ACTIVE VOICE; 
PASSIVE VOICE 


voice mail n [C/U] a telephone system that re- 
cords messages from people who call, or a mes- 
sage on such a system 
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void EMPTY SPACE /void/ n [C] a space with 
nothing in it © Some parents use television to fill the 
void they have created by not spending enough time 
with their kids, he said. 


UNACCEPTABLE /void/ adj [not gradable] having 
no legal authority and therefore unacceptable © 
The original version of her will was declared void. 
void /void/ v [T] to remove the legal force from 
an agreement or contract © /'Il just void the check 
and pay you in cash. 


VoIP n [U] abbreviation for voice over Internet pro- 
tocol (= a system that allows you to use your com- 
puter as a telephone, and your Internet 
connection as a telephone line) © Most VoIP ser- 
vices have the ability to transfer your current phone 
number to your new service. 


vol. n [U] abbreviation for VOLUME SPACE 


volatile /‘val-at-9l/ adj 1 likely to change sud- 
denly and unexpectedly, or suddenly violent or an- 
gry O It was a volatile situation, and the police 
handled it well. 0 The stock market was highly vol- 
atile in the early part of the year. 2 chemistry \f a 
substance, esp. a liquid, is volatile, it will change 
easily into a gas: volatile chemicals 
volatility /,val-a'til-at-i/ n[U] © Volatility in wheat 
on Wednesday resulted in a single-day trading record 
in Kansas City. 


volcano /val'ker-nou, vo:l-/ n [C] pi volcanoes, 
volcanos a mountain made from burned materials 
that may throw out hot rocks and LAVA (= hot liq- 
uid rock) from a hole in its top 
volcanic /val'kzen-tk, vo:l-/ adj [not gradable] © 
volcanic ash/rock 


volition /va'lif-an, vou-/ n [U] fmi the power to 
make your own decisions © /t was announced that 
he resigned of his own volition (= because he chose 
to), but | believe he was forced out. 


volley WEAPONS FIRE /'val-i/ n [C] 1 a large 
number of bullets or arrows fired at the same time 
2 A volley is also a lot of things done or said at the 
same time: a volley of questions 


SPORTS SHOT /'val-i/ n [C] (in tennis and other 
sports) a hit to return a ball before it touches the 
ground 0 | was ahead in the first game, but then hit 
a bad volley and a bad forehand. >» Usage: basket 
or basketball? AT BASKET GOAL 


volleyball /‘val-i: bo:I/ n [U] a game in which 
two teams use their hands to hit a large ball from 
one side of a high net to the other, without allow- 
ing the ball to touch the ground 


volt /voult/ n [C] physics the standard unit used 
to measure how strongly an electrical current is 
sent around an electrical system O Many household 
appliances run on a current of 120 volts. 
voltage /‘voul-tid3/ n [C] physics © high/low 
voltage 


voltaic cell /vool'ter-1k 'sel/ n[C] chemistry a 
device that produces electricity by a chemical 
reaction 
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voltmeter /‘voult mi:t-ar/ n [C] physics a de- 
vice that measures differences in electric POTEN- 
TIAL between two points 


volume © SPACE /'val-jam, -ju:m/ n [C/U] an 
amount of space having length, height, and width 
© [C] You need a big air conditioner to cool a large 
volume of space. © [U] About 8 percent of the total 
volume of garbage is plastic packaging. 

AMOUNT /'val-jam, -ju:m/ n [C usually sing] the 
number or amount of something having a lot of 
units or parts © The main difficulty with teaching is 
the sheer volume of work. © The system could not 
handle the volume of electronic mail. © We are look- 
ing for a high volume of sales. 


SOUND LEVEL /'val-jam, -ju:m/ n [U] the level of 
sound produced by a television, radio, etc., or the 
switch or other device controlling this © Could you 
turn the volume down, please — I’m trying to sleep. 

BOOK /'val-jam, -ju:m/ n[C] a book, esp. one book 
in a set of related books © a slim volume of poetry 
© I’m missing the last volume of the set. 


voluntary © /'val-an,ter-i/ adj [not gradable] 
done, made, or given willingly, without being 
forced or paid to do it © Employees can make vol- 
untary contributions to the savings plan of up to 25% 
of their earnings. © Karyn leads after-school work- 
shops that students attend on a voluntary basis. 
voluntarily @ /,val-an'ter-a-li/ adv © She vol- 
untarily gave up her lunch break to supervise the lab. 


volunteer © /,val-an'tir/ n [C] a person who 
does something, esp. for other people or for an 
organization, willingly and without being forced 
or paid to do it © The charity relies on volunteers to 
run the office and answer the phones. 
volunteer © /,val-an 'tir/ adj [not gradable] © a 
volunteer fireman | do volunteer work for the Amer- 
ican Lung Association. 
volunteer @ /,val-an'tir/ v[!/T] © [+ toinfinitive] 
During the emergency a lot of people volunteered to 
work through the night. © [T] Three physicians vol- 
unteered their services. 


voluptuous /va'lap-tf[a-was/ adj (esp. of 
women) having a full, curving shape 


vomit /‘vam-at/ v [I/T] to empty the contents of 
the stomach through the mouth, usually in explo- 
sive bursts 
vomit /'vam-at/ n [U] food or other matter that 
has come up from the stomach through the 
mouth 
vomiting /'vam:at-in/ n [U] © It causes a range 
of ailments, including headache and vomiting. 


voodoo /'vu:d-u:/ n [U] a religion involving 
magic that began in Africa and developed in Haiti 


voracious /va'rei- fas, v2:-/ adj needing a lot of 
something to be satisfied © Wolves are voracious 
eaters. © As a child, | had a voracious appetite for 
books. 


vortex /'vo:r-teks/ n[C] pivortices earth science 
a mass of air or water that spins around very fast 
and pulls objects into its empty center 


vote /vout/ v [I/T] social studies to express your 
choice or opinion as one member of a group in 
order to decide a matter of importance to the 
whole group or to elect someone to an office © [I] 
! voted early this morning just after the polls opened. 
© [I] In a democracy, all adult citizens have the right 
to vote. © [I] Local residents have twice voted against 
raising property taxes. © [|] Who did you vote for in 
the last election? © [+ to infinitive] A majority of 
workers voted to accept the offer of an 8% pay raise. 
© [T] She was voted best director at the Cannes Film 
Festival. 
vote /vout/ n [C/U] © [C] She won a majority of 
the votes, 15 to 13, and was declared the winner. © 
[U] Opponents of the measure called Thursday’s vote 
a setback. © [C] She cast her vote (= voted) for Gil- 
lespie. 0 [C] We called a meeting in order to take a 
vote on the issue. O [U] In some countries women still 
don’t have the vote (= are not allowed to vote in 
elections). 
voter /'vout-ar/ n [C] social studies a person 
who votes, or a person who has the legal right to 
vote © Voters are interested in issues that affect their 
pocketbooks, he said. 


WORD FAMILY vote 


Nouns vote Verbs vote 


voter 


vote of confidence n [C] a vote to show 
support, esp. for a government or political leader 
© (fig.) Richardson said that foreign investment 
amounts to a vote of confidence in the basic sound- 
ness of the U.S. economy. 


vouch for something/someone /'vautf- 
far, -fo:r/ phrasal verb to support the truth of some- 
thing or the good character of someone, based on 
your knowledge or experience © Our accountant 
will vouch for the accuracy of the financial report. © 
I've known him for years and can vouch for his 
honesty. 


voucher /'vau-tfar/ n [C] a piece of paper that 
is a record of money paid or one that can be used 
to pay for particular goods or services © Just present 
your travel voucher to the airline ticket agent, and 
she will give you the tickets. 


vow /vau/ v to make a firm promise or decision to 
do something © [+ (that) clause] They vowed (that) 
they would never forget her kindness. © [+ to infini- 
tive] After my illness | vowed to exercise every day. 
vow /vau/ n[C] © They exchanged marriage vows 
in a Manhattan courthouse. 


vowel /'vau-al, vaul/ n [C] writing 1 a speech 
sound produced by human beings when the 
breath flows out through the mouth without be- 
ing blocked by the teeth, tongue, or lips 2 A vowel 
is also a letter that represents a sound produced in 
this way: The vowels in English are a, e, i, 0, u, and 
sometimes y. O Compare CONSONANT 


voyage /'vo1-1d3, 'vo:-1d3/ n[C] along trip, esp. 
by ship © Christopher Columbus brought cattle on 
his second voyage to America in 1493. 
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VP n [C] abbreviation for VICE PRESIDENT 
VS. prep for abbreviation for VERSUS 


vulgar NOT SUITABLE /'val-gar/ adj not polite or 
socially acceptable; not suitable or acceptable in 
style © His manners were coarse and vulgar. 

RUDE /'val-gor/ adj rude or offensive, esp. because 
referring to sex O The movie is rated PG and has a 
few mildly vulgar jokes. 
vulgarity /val'ger-at-i/ n [C/U] © [U] His comedy 
routine contains some vulgarity. 


vulnerable /'val-no-ra-bal/ adj able to be easily 
hurt, influenced, or attacked © Older people are es- 
pecially vulnerable to cold temperatures even inside 
their homes. © He casts himself as a naive, vulnerable 
young poet. 
vulnerability /,val-na-ra'bil-at-i/ n [U] 


vulture /'val-tfor/ n [C] 1 a large bird that eats 
the flesh of dead animals 2 A vulture is also some- 
one who is eager to get some advantage from 
other people’s difficulties or weaknesses. 


vying /'var-1n/ present participle of VIE 
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W, w /'dab-al-ju:/ n [C] pi W’s, Ws, w’s, ws the 
23rd letter of the English alphabet 


W. adj, n [U] abbreviation for WEST or WESTERN 
W n [C] abbreviation for WATT 


wacko /'wek-ou/ n [C] pl wackos slang a person 
whose behavior is strange 


wacky /'week-i/ adj slang strange in a pleasing 
and exciting or silly way © The film has a wacky 
originality that is appealing. 


wad /wad/ n[C] a number of thin pieces of some- 
thing pressed together, or something pressed into 
a lump © a wad of bills/cash © a wad of chewing 
gum 
wad /wad/ v [T] -dd- to fold or press together 
something to form a mass © He wadded his towel 
into a ball. 


waddle /'wad-4l/ v [I] to walk with short steps, 
swinging the body from one side to the other, like 
a DUCK (=a bird with short legs that lives by water) 


wade /weid/ v [I always + adv/prep] to walk into 
or through an area of water that is not very deep 
oO We waded across the stream. © They come to the 
creek and waded in to drink. 


PHRASAL VERBS with wade 


ewade in to start to do something in a forceful 
and determined way © /f there’s a problem, she'll 
wade in without hesitation and try to solve it. 
ewade through something to spend a lot of time 
and effort doing something boring or difficult © 
Some readers will not want to wade through the de- 
tails of how the data were gathered and analyzed. 


wading pool n[C) an artificial pool only a few 
inches deep that small children can play in 


wafer /'wei-far/ n[C] a very thin, dry cookie that 
is often sweet and flavored © chocolate wafers 


waffle CAKE /'waf-al/ n[C] a thin, light cake, the 
surface of which is formed into a pattern of raised 
squares, often eaten for breakfast 

NOT DECIDE /'waf-al/ v [I] to keep changing your 
decisions about something so that no clear deci- 
sion is made © This administration has a tendency 
to waffle on important questions. 


waft /waft, weeft/ v [I/T] to move gently through 
the air, or to cause this to happen © [I always + 
adv/prep] A warm breeze wafted through the city. 


wag /weg/ v [!/T] -gg- (esp. of a tail or finger) to 
move from side to side or up and down, usually 
quickly and repeatedly, or to cause this to happen 
© [T] When she came in, the dog sprang to its feet 
and wagged its tail. 


wage MONEY /weid3/ n[U] an amount of money 
that is paid to an employee, esp. for each hour 
worked © an hourly wage 
wages /‘we1-d3az/ p/n the money earned by an 
employee, esp. when paid for the hours worked © 


He was notorious for being anti-union and for paying 
low wages. » Usage: pay, wage, salary, or income? 
at PAY GIVE EARNINGS 

FIGHT /weid3/ v [T] to begin and continue a war, a 
fight, or a plan to achieve something © A desperate 
medical battle is being waged against the virus. 


wage earner n [C] a person who works at a 
job for money, esp. to support a family 


wager /'wer-d3ar/ n [C] an agreement to risk 
money on the unknown result of an event in the 
hope of winning more money than you have 
risked, or the amount of money risked; a BET 
wager /'we1-d3ar/ v 1 [T] Over $2 million was wa- 
gered. 2 To wager is also to suggest as a likely idea: 
[+ that clause] | would wager that not one person in 
ten could tell an expensive wine from a cheaper one. 


wagon /'weg-:en/ n [C] a vehicle with four 
wheels, which must be pulled or pushed © Euro- 
pean settlers journeyed across America in covered 
wagons. 


waif /weif/ n[C] a child or animal without a home 
or enough care © a poor little waif 


wail /weil/ v to make a long, high cry, usually 
because of pain or sadness, or to make a sound 
like this © [I] The four babies were wailing in unison. 
O [I] Air-raid sirens wailed. © [+ that clause] (fig.) 
Investors wailed (= complained) that interest rates 
were skyrocketing. 
wail /weil/ n[C] © The wail of the siren woke me up. 


waist /weist/ n [C] the part of the body above 
and slightly narrower than the hips © These jeans 
are too tight around my waist. 


waistline CLOTHING PART /'weist-lain/ n [C] 
the part of a piece of clothing that covers the waist 


PERSON’S SIZE /'weist:lain/ n[C] the measured size 
of your waist 0 When he went off his diet, his waist- 
line started to grow. 


wait /weit/ v [I/T] 1 to allow time to go by, esp. 
without doing much, until something happens or 
can happen © [I] | waited in the car. © [|] Wait here 
for me — I'll be back in a minute. © [I] The dentist 
kept me waiting for ages. © [+ to infinitive] Several 
people are waiting to use the phone. © [T] Please get 
in line and wait your turn like everyone else. 2 lf 
something waits, it is being delayed or is ready: [1] 
The meeting will have to wait until tomorrow. © [I] 
An envelope was waiting for me when | got home. 
Wait /weit/ n [U] © We had a three-hour wait at 
the airport. » Usage: attend or wait/expect? at 
ATTEND 


USAGE 
wait 
Remember to use the preposition for when you 


are talking about waiting until someone comes 
or something happens. > 
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waiter 


We’re still waiting for the results of the test. 


/ 


Ill wait for you outside. 


USAGE is 
wait or expect? 
When you wait, you allow time to go by, es- 
pecially while staying in one place, until a per- 
son or thing arrives or is ready. 
| waited twenty minutes for the bus. 
She’s waiting for her exam results. 
When you expect something, you think that it 
will happen. 
I’m expecting the bus to arrive in about five 
minutes. 
She expected to do well on the exam. 
She-waited-to-de-welt-onthe-exam- 


oc 


WORD CHOICES wait mi Os 


In formal English await means the same as 
“wait for.” 
We are awaiting the committee’s decision. 
If people are waiting in a place, usually for no 
obvious reason, you can use the phrasal verb 
hang around or the verb loiter. 
There were a lot of teenagers hanging 
around/loitering outside the store. 
If people are waiting in a line to buy some- 
thing, the verb line up is used. 
People were lining up for tickets. 
Stay and remain (slightly formal) are used when 
someone waits in a place until something else 
happens. 
Stay there until | get back. 
Please remain in your seats until the plane has 
come to a complete stop. 
If you want to tell someone to wait, you can 
use the phrase hang on. 


Hang on, I'll be ready in a minute. 


IDIOMS with wait 


ewait a minute, wait a second used for getting 
someone’s attention, or when you suddenly think 
of something important © Wait a minute — | know 
what we can do. 

ewait and see to be patient until you see what 
happens © No decision will be made until next year, 
so you'll just have to wait and see. 

ewait on someone to serve someone O She waited 
on customers all day at the department store. 
*wait out someone or something to wait and do 
nothing until something happens or ends 0 We’d 
better wait out the storm before we start out on our 
trip. 

ewait (on) tables to serve meals to people in a 
restaurant © She waited tables to pay for college. 


waiter /'weit:ar/, female waitress /'wer-tras/n[C] 
a person whose job is to serve meals to people in 
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a restaurant © A waiter came to the table to take our 
order. 


waiting list n[C]a list of people who asked for 
something that is not available now but that might 
be in the future © The flight is full, but | can put you 
on the waiting list in case someone cancels. 


waiting room n[C]aroom where people can 
sit while waiting, as in a bus station or a doctor’s 
office 


waive /weiv/ v[T] to not demand something you 
have a right to or not cause a rule to be obeyed © 
The bank waived the charge, because the mistake 
was their fault. 
waiver /'wet-var/ n [C] 1 a document that pre- 
vents or allows an action that is different from the 
usual thing © Applicants pay a $30 to $40 entry fee; 
fee waivers are available. 2 \f a sports player is on 
waivers he is leaving one team and joining an- 
other. 0 The Coyotes have claimed center Joel Per- 
rault on waivers from the St. Louis Blues. 


wake STOP SLEEPING /werk/ v [I/T] past simp. 
woke, waked, past part. woken, waked to become 
awake and conscious after sleeping, or to cause 
someone to stop sleeping © [I] Did you wake at all 
during the night? © [T} The noise of the storm woke 
the kids. 
waken /'wer-kan/ v [I/T] © [T] He tried to waken 
her, but she didn’t stir. 


WATER /weik/ n[C] an area of water whose move- 
ment has been changed by a boat or ship moving 
through it © (fig.) The storm left a massive amount 
of destruction in its wake. 


GATHERING /werk/ n[C] a gathering held before a 
dead person is buried, at which family and friends 
talk about the person’s life 


IDIOM with wake 


e wake up to something to become aware of some- 
thing © | wish Dad would wake up to the fact that 
I’m no longer a kid. 


PHRASAL VERBS with wake 


e wake up (someone) STOP SLEEPING [M] to cause 
someone to stop sleeping © / get up, shower, go to 
school, go home, sleep, wake up, and do it all over 
again. © If you cry you'll wake your brother up. 
ewake up someone CAUSE ATTENTION [M] to 
make someone notice a situation and do some- 
thing about it © There is nothing like a disaster to 
wake people up. 


wake-up call MORNING CALL n [C] a tele- 
phone call or signal to wake you in the morning, 
typically in a hotel 


SHOCKING EVENT rn [C] a shocking event that 
changes the way many people think © Fish and 
Game officials got a wake-up call in a survey on 
wildlife-related issues. 


walk /wo:k/ v [I/T] 1 to move along by putting 
one foot in front of the other, or to move a distance 
in this way © [I] | walked home. © [|] We just walked 
past a famous actress. © [I] They walked all around 
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Chinatown. © [I] | walk to work every morning. © [T] 
It’s not that far — you can walk it in half an hour. o 
[T] We must have walked miles today. 2 To walk 
someone to a particular place is to walk with the 
person until the place has been reached: [T] He 
offered to walk her home. 3 To walk an animal, esp. 
a dog, is to bring it outside with you to walk. 
walk /wo:k/ n[C] © He went for/took a walk around 
the block. 

walker /'wo:-kar/ n[C] 1 She’s a very fast walker. 
2 A walker is also a metal frame to help people 
who have difficulty walking, by using it to support 
them as they move it in front of them. 


USAGE 
walk or go on foot? 
The expression go on foot means the same 
thing as walk, and is usually used when you are 
describing how you get somewhere. 
How do you get to school? | go on foot/I 
walk. 


WORD CHOICES walk 


lf someone walks somewhere very quickly in a 
determined way, you could use the verbs stride 
or march. 

She strode/marchéd purposefully up to the 
desk and demanded to speak to the 
manager. 

Stroll, wander, and amble can be used when 
someone walks in a slow and relaxed way. 

We strolled/wandered along the beach. 

She ambled down the street, looking in store 
windows. 

If someone is walking slowly because he or she 
is tired or bored, you could use the verb plod. 
We plodded on until we reached the cottage. 
Pace is used when someone walks in one di- 
rection and back in the other direction several 

times because the person is anxious. 

He paced up and down the hospital corridor 
waiting for news. 

If someone is walking in a very confident way, 
especially when you find it annoying, you 
could use the verb swagger. 

He was swaggering around like he owned the 
place. 

Stagger can be used when someone walks in 
a very unsteady way. 

He staggered under the weight of all our 
luggage. 

To say that someone walks somewhere very 
quietly, you could use the verbs creep or 
tiptoe. 

Someone was creeping around outside the 
window. 

He waited until the baby was asleep and 
tiptoed out of the room. 

Hike and trek can be used when someone 
walks a long way in the countryside. 

They hiked through Mount Rainier National 
Park. 


wall 


They spent the day trekking through forests. 


IDIOMS with walk 


¢ walk the walk to show that something is true by 
your actions rather than your words © We’re at 
this meeting because we're environmentalists who 
walk the walk. 0 Compare TALK THE TALK at TALK 
IDIOMS 

ewalks of life various levels of social position or 
achievement © In my work I see people from all walks 
of life. 


PHRASAL VERBS with walk 


ewalk all over someone to be unkind to someone 
and treat that person without respect © You 
shouldn't let him walk all over you like that. 

e walk away/off with something to win something 
easily O The German soccer team is once again fa- 
vored to walk away with the championship. 

e walk off with something to take something with- 
out asking © Who walked off with my drink? 

e walk out 1 to leave an event before it is finished 
because you are not enjoying it or because you do 
not agree with it O It was such a bad movie that ! 
felt like walking out in the first fifteen minutes. 2 lf 
workers walk out, they go on STRIKE (= stop work- 
ing at their jobs in order to express a complaint) : 
Airline pilots are threatening to walk out next week. 
© Related noun: WALKOUT 

e walk out on someone/something to suddenly end 
your relationship or involvement with someone © 
You can’t afford to walk out on your job. 

ewalk (someone) through something to practice 
something, or to show someone how to do some- 
thing from beginning to end © They can walk you 
through the process one more time, to give you some 
practice and confidence. 


walkie-talkie /,wo:-ki:'to:-ki/ n [C] a small ra- 
dio held in the hand and used for both sending 
and receiving messages 


walk-in LIKE A ROOM adj [not gradable] large 
enough for a person to enter and walk around in 
© a walk-in closet 


WITHOUT PLANNING adj [not gradable] allowing 
people to come without planning to do so in ad- 
vance © The walk-in clinic is slowly getting busy. 
walk-in n [C] © Although the restaurant will take 
walk-ins, reservations are recommended. 


walkout /‘wo:-kaut/ n [C] the act of leaving a 
place to show that you are unhappy, or (of work- 
ers) the act of stopping work because of a dis- 
agreement with management © Some people who 
were unhappy with the changes staged a walkout 
during the meeting. © The airline barely averted a 
walkout by flight attendants this past June. © Related 
verb: WALK OUT 


walk-up n [CJ a building with four or more floors 
and no ELEVATOR (= device for taking people from 
one floor to another), or an apartment on an upper 
floor in such a building 


wall /wo:l/ n(C] 1 vertical structure that divides 
or encloses something © The walls of the fortress 
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wallboard 


were more than eighteen inches thick. 0 We’d like 
the walls painted white. 2 A wall of people or things 
is a mass of them formed in such a way that you 
cannot get through or past them. 


wallboard /'wo:|-ba:rd, -bourd/ n [U] a large, 
thin, rectangular piece of building material used 
to make the walls inside some buildings 


wallet /'wal-at/ n [C] a small, folding case for 
paper money, CREDIT CARDS (= plastic cards you 
use to buy things), and other cards that you want 
to carry with you ° a leather wallet 


wallop /‘wal-ap/ v [T] infmi to hit someone or 
something hard © Floyd can wallop high pitches as 
well as low ones. 


wallow /'wal-ou/ v [I] 1 (esp. of animals) to lie 
or roll about slowly in deep, wet earth, sand, or 
water © The pig wallowed in the mud. 2 fig. To wal- 
low in an emotion or situation is to stay in that 
state without trying to change: He was not a fellow 
to shed tears, or wallow in self-pity. 


wallpaper /'w2:!,per-par/ n [C/U] a type of 
decorative paper sometimes used to cover the 
walls of a room instead of painting them © [U] We 
found some beautiful wallpaper with an orange floral 
pattern. 
wallpaper /'wo:l per-par/ v [T] © We decided to 
wallpaper Annie's bedroom. 


Wall Street n [(U] a street in New York City that 
represents the financial center of the US © On Wall 
Street today, stocks closed higher. 


wall-to-wall adj covering the whole floor o 
wall-to-wall carpeting 


walnut /'wo:l-nat, -nat/ n [C/U] a nut with a 
hard shell, the tree that produces these nuts, or 
the wood from the tree 


walrus /'wo:l-ras/ n[C] a sea mammal, similar to 
a SEAL (=a large, fish-eating animal) but larger and 
with two very long teeth that stick out from the 
mouth 


waltz DANCE /wo:lts/ n [C/U] a type of dance 
that includes a repeating movement of three 
steps, or a piece of music written for this style of 
dancing 
waltz /wailts/ v [I] 0 Several couples were waltzing 
around the floor. 


WALK /waz:lts/ v [I always + adv/prep] infm/ to walk 
somewhere quickly and confidently © Glen waltzed 
in an hour late as though nothing were wrong. 


wan /wan/ adj (of a person’s face or expression) 
pale, tired, or weak © a wan smile 


wand /wand/ n[C] a thin stick waved by a person 
who is performing magic © a magic wand 


wander /'wan-da/ v [I/T] 1 to walk around 


slowly in a relaxed way or without any clear pur- 
pose or direction © [T] The lost child wandered the 
streets for hours. © [I] We spent the morning wan- 
dering around the old part of the city. 2 If your mind 
or your thoughts wander, you stop thinking about 
what you should be giving your attention to and 
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start thinking about other matters: [I] As he droned 
on, my mind began to wander. 


wane /wein/ v [I] to weaken in strength or influ- 
ence © By the late 70s, the band’s popularity was 
beginning to wane. 


wangle /'wep-gal/ v [T] to succeed in obtaining 
or doing something by not being completely hon- 
est in persuading someone to allow it © / wangled 
an expense-account trip to New York. 


wanna /'wan:a, 'wan-a, 'wo:-:na/ v [T] not stan- 
dard (spelled the way it is often spoken) want to o 
| wanna be a rock star. 


wannabe /'wan-a-bi, 'wan-e-, 'wo:-ne-/n [ey 
infml a person who wants to be like someone else, 
esp. someone famous, or who wants to be 
thought of as famous © She's a pop singer wannabe. 


want DESIRE /want, want, wo:nt/ v[I/T] 1 to feel 
that you would like to have something or would 
like something to happen © [T} Who wants ice 
cream? © [T] | want the cold weather to end. © [I] 
She wanted to get new shoes. © [T] | don’t want him 
talking about me. © [I] I’ve been wanting to thank 
you for helping me. 2 \If you are wanted, someone 
wishes to see or talk with you: [T] Harry! You’re 
wanted on the phone. 
wanted /'want-ad, 'want-, 'wo:nt-/ adj being 
searched for by the police 0 He was one of the ten 
most wanted criminals in America. 


GRAMMAR | TS et Teer 
want 

Remember to use the infinitive to in the ex- 
pression want something/someone to do some- 


thing. You cannot use that plus a verb clause 
after want. 


I just want him to enjoy himself. 
ere, ee 
They don’t want the summer vacation to end. 
They don‘twentthatthe-summervacation 
end. 


NEED /want, want, woa:nt/ v [I/T] to need some- 
thing © [I] You want to be careful to stay out of the 
sun. 
want /want, want, waint/ n [C/U] © [C] A cat’s 
wants are few — food and companionship. 
wanting /'want-1n, 'want-, 'wo:nt-/ adj © It was 
a perfect party — nothing was wanting (= missing). 


WORD FAMILY want 


Nouns want Adjectives wanted 
wanting 


unwanted 


Verbs 


want 


PHRASAL VERB with want 


ewant for something to lack something you need 
O We didn’t have much, but we never wanted for 
food. 


want ad n [C] a CLASSIFIED AD 


ee bat | a hot | ai bite | au house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ov go | u put | uz rude | a cut | a alone 
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wanton /‘want-@n, 'wo:nt-/ adj causing harm or 
acting without showing care for others, often in- 
tentionally © He displayed a wanton disregard for 
the facts. 


War /wo:r/ n[C/U] 1 armed fighting between two 
or more countries or groups, or a particular ex- 
ample of such fighting © [C] Can any country fight 
two wars at the same time? © [U] War is something 
to avoid. © [U] Several nations were at war. 2 A war 
can also be any situation in which there is strong 
competition between opposing sides or a joint ef- 
fort against something harmful: [C] Airlines engage 
in fare wars to attract new customers. © [U] It some- 
times seems like the war on cancer has stalled. 
warring /'wo:r-1p/ adj [not gradable] fighting 
a war or as if fighting a war © Warring groups 
roamed the countryside, making travel very danger- 
ous. © Warring camps inside the Democratic party 
weaken it. 
warlike /'wo:r-latk/ adj suited to or liking war, or 
threatening, as if going to fight © a warlike mood 
© a warlike speech 


WORD FAMILY war 


Nouns war 
warfare 
warrior 


Adjectives prewar 


postwar 
warring 
warlike 


warble /'wo:r-bal/ v [I] to sing as a bird does with 
a sound that rises and falls © This morning it seemed 
as if every bird began to warble at once. 


war chest n [C] infmi money that has been col- 
lected or saved to pay for something, esp. a long 
fight achieve something © The candidates are gath- 
ering money for their election war chests. 


war crime n [C] world history an act, such as 
harming prisoners or children, that is against the 
agreed international rules of war 


ward HOSPITAL ROOM /wo:rd/ n [C] a large 
room in a hospital which is used for treating peo- 
ple with similar illnesses or conditions © the pedi- 
atric/maternity ward 

PERSON /wo:rd/ n [C] Jaw a person, esp. a child, 
who is legally under the protection or care of an- 
other person or of a court or government © The 
agency serves youths who are wards of the state. 

AREA /wo:rd/ n[C] a political division within a city 
the fifth ward 


PHRASAL VERB with ward 


eward off someone/something [M] to keep some- 
one or something away or prevent something 
from happening or harming you © He used his um- 
brella to ward off the fierce sun. 


warden /'wo:rd-®n/ n [C] a person who is in 
charge of a prison 


wardrobe /'w2:r-droub/ n [C] 1 the clothes 
that a person owns, or a particular type of clothes 
that a person owns © She has a different wardrobe 
for every occasion. 2 A wardrobe is also a piece of 
furniture where clothes are kept. 


warm 


warehouse /'wer-haus, 'weer-/ n [C] p! ware- 
houses 1 a large building used for storing goods 
© Textbooks are sent right from the warehouse to the 
schools. 2 A warehouse is also a type of large store 
where goods are sold at a reduced price. 
warehousing /'wer ,hau-zin, 'weer-/ n[U] © The 
buildings will be used for warehousing and distri- 
bution. 


wares /werz, werz/ pi nitems offered for sale, or 
a company’s goods © More than 40 dealers in fur- 
niture, art, and silver will display their wares. 


warfare /'wo:r-fer, -faer/ n [U] the activity of 
fighting a war or strongly competing, esp. with 
reference to the type of weapons used or to the 
way the fighting is done © psychological/nuclear 
warfare © economic warfare 


war games p/n practices held by armed forces 
to test new equipment and test plans for fighting 


warhead /'wo:r-hed/ n[C] the end of a bomb 
or MISSILE that contains explosives 


warily /'wer-a:li, 'weer-/ adv See at WARY. 
warlike /'wo:r-laik/ adj © See at WAR 


warlord /'wo:r-lo:rd/ n[C] a military leader who 
controls a country or, more frequently, an area 
within a country, esp. when the central govern- 
ment is not in control 


Warm HIGH TEMPERATURE /wo:rm/ adj [-er/-est 
only] 1 having a fairly high temperature, but not 
hot © Warm bread always tastes better. © Just let me 
sit in the sun so | can get warm. 2 Warm clothes or 
covers keep out the cold and make you feel com- 
fortable: a warm winter coat © a warm woolen hat 
and mittens 
warm /wo:rm/ v [I/T] to rise to a higher tem- 
perature, or to cause something to rise to a higher 
temperature © [T] He rubbed his hands together to 
warm them. © [I] The water in the kettle warms 
quickly. 
warmly /'wo:rm-li/ adv © He was warmly dressed 
in a heavy overcoat and a fur hat. 
warmth /wo:rmé@/ n [U] © She laid down on the 
sand and enjoyed the warmth of the sun. © The dogs 
huddled together for warmth. 

FRIENDLY /wo:rm/ adj [-er/-est only] friendly and 
affectionate © Grace is a warm, caring woman. 
warmly /'wo:rm-li/ adv © He shook my hand 
warmly. 
warmth /woa:rmé@/ n[U] © He brought warmth and 
wisdom to his work with children. 

COLORS /wo:rm/ adj art (of colors) light and 
bright, and esp. containing red, yellow, or orange 


WORD FAMILY warm 


Nouns Verbs 


Adverbs warmly 


warmth warm 


Adjectives warm 


PHRASAL VERBS with warm 


ewarm up something HEAT [M] to make some- 
thing hotter © / can warm up the leftover soup for 
lunch. © We warmed the rolls up in the oven. 
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warm-blooded 


ewarm up (something) PRACTICE [M] 1 to exer- 
cise or practice in order to prepare for something 
that takes a lot of effort © Ballet dancers have to 
warm up before performing. © A new pitcher is warm- 
ing up in the bullpen. 0 She warms up her voice by 
singing scales. 2 If you warm up a car, you let the 
engine get warm enough to work well. © Related 
noun: WARMUP 

*warm up to someone/something to begin to like 
or enjoy someone or something © She was not a 
person who was easy to warm up to. 


warm-blooded adj [not gradable] having a 
warm body temperature that stays the same o 
Compare COLD-BLOODED 


warm-hearted adj kind and affectionate o He 
was a warm-hearted man who helped me when |! 
needed a friend. 


warmup /'wo:r-map/ n[C] a period of exercise 
or practice to prepare for something © He injured 
his knee during pregame warmups. © | bought an 
exercise video, but | never got further than the 
warmup exercises. O Related verb: WARM UP PRAC- 
TICE 


warn /wo:rn/ v [I/T] to make someone aware of 
a possible danger or problem so that it can be 
avoided © [T] | warned her not to waste her money 
on that movie. © [T] We’d been warned that we 
should lock our cars in the parking lot. © [!] The radio 
warned all day of the bad weather coming. 
warning /'wo:r-nin/ n [C/U] notice of a possible 
danger or problem, so that it can be prevented or 
avoided © [C] Flood warnings were issued by the 
National Weather Service. © [U] The earthquake 
struck without warning while the city was asleep. 


PHRASAL VERB with warn 


ewarn someone off (something) [M] to tell some- 
one not to do something because of danger or 
some other reason © A series of flares had been 
placed along the pavement to warn off motorists. 


warning sign n[C] an early signal that some- 
thing bad or dangerous might happen © You 
should know the warning signs of a stroke. 


warp BEND /wo:rp/ v [I/T] (of a surface or hard 
material) to bend or twist so that the surface is no 
longer flat or straight © [T] Water poured in, ruining 
carpets, warping walls, destroying wiring. 
warped /wo:rpt/ adj © Galaxy ESO 510-G73, 
about 100,000 light-years across, is unusual because 
it’s warped rather than perfectly flat. 


MAKE WRONG /wo:rp/ v [T] to cause something or 
someone to no longer do what is usual or right © 
The novel is an appraisal of how totalitarianism can 
warp a society. 
warped /wo:rpt/ adj © a warped vision of the fu- 
ture O a warped character 


warpath IDIOM /'wo:r-pze/ 
eon the warpath angry and ready to argue or 
fight © | told my friends to watch out because my 
mother was on the warpath. 


warplane /'war-plein/ n [C] an armed military 
aircraft © Fifty new warplanes were delivered to the 
army. 
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Warrant MAKE NECESSARY /'war-ant, 'worr-/ v 
[T] fmi to make a particular action necessary or cor- 
rect, or to be a reason to do something © His injury 
was Serious enough to warrant an operation. 0 | can 
see circumstances in which these types of investiga- 
tions would be warranted. 


DOCUMENT /'war-ant, 'wa:r-/ n[C] an official doc- 

ument approved by an authority, esp. a judge, 
which gives the police permission to do certain 
things © a search warrant © an arrest warrant 


warranty /,war-an'ti:, ,wo:r-/ n [C/U] a written 
promise by a company to repair or replace a prod- 
uct that breaks within a fixed period of time or do 
again a piece of work that is not satisfactory © [C] 
a five-year warranty © [U] I’ve had problems with the 
car, but it’s still under warranty. 


warring /'wo:r-19/ adj See at WAR. 


warrior /'wo:r-jar/ n [C] a person who has ex- 
perience and skill in fighting, esp. as a soldier © 
The Apache chief Geronimo had a reputation as a 
fearless warrior. 


warship /'war-fip/ n [C] a boat equipped with 
guns and other weapons of war 


wart /wo:rt/ n[C] a small, hard lump that grows 
on the skin and is caused by a virus 


IDIOM with wart 


ewarts and all including all faults and unpleasant 
facts O She’s anxious to tell her story, warts and all. 


wartime /'war-tarm/ n [U] a period of armed 
fighting between two countries © During wartime, 
everyone’s life changes a lot. 


wary /'wer:i, 'weer-i/ adj careful because you do 
not completely trust someone or something or are 
not certain about what you should do © Teachers 
are often wary of standardized tests. 
warily /'wer-a-li, 'weer-/ adv © Ted warily eyed the 
stranger. 


was /wnz, waz, waz/ past simple of BE 


wash CLEAN /waJ, wo:f/ v [I/T] to make some- 
thing or yourself clean, or to become clean, using 
water and usually soap © [T] Alex washed his face 
and combed his hair. © [T] | hate washing dishes. 
wash /waJ, wo:f/ n [C/U] an act of washing, or 
clothing, sheets, and other cloth items being 
cleaned together © [C usually sing] / went days 
without a wash or a change of clothes. 0 [U] She did 
a load of wash and hung it up to dry. 
washable /'waJ-a-bal, ‘wo: Ja-/ adj [not grada- 
ble] 1 able to be cleaned in water without dam- 
aging the material o Are these pants washable? 2 
If a type of material or a piece of clothing is ma- 
chine-washable, it can be cleaned in a WASHING 
MACHINE. 
washer /'waf-ar, 'wo: far/ n[C] a WASHING MA- 
CHINE © See also: WASHER 
washing /'waf-1n, 'wa:-fin/ n [U] the act of 
cleaning clothes, or cloth items being washed to- 
gether © He does his own washing and ironing. 


a bat | a hot | ar bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | v put | u: rude | acut | 9 alone 
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WORD CHOICES wash ——s— 


Rinse is used when you wash something in wa- 
ter to remove the soap or dirt from it. 

She rinsed the cloth in the sink. 
lf you wash something using soap, water, and 
a stiff brush, you could use the verb scrub. 

He tried to scrub the pen marks off the wall. 
Soak is used when you wash something by 
leaving it in some water for a long time. 

She soaked the T-shirt overnight to get rid of 

the stains. 
When you wash yourself, you can say that you 
bathe. 

I'll just bathe and then I'll be ready. 


FLOW /waJ, wo:J/ v [I/T] 1 (esp. of water) to flow 
or to cause to flow, often carrying something 
along © [I] Waves washed against the boat. © [T] 
Heavy rains always wash the sand down the hill. 2 
If something is washed away, it is carried off by 
heavy rain or a flood: [M] Even trees and cars were 
washed away in this flood. 3 If something washes 
up or washes ashore, water has moved it there: 
{[M] That storm washed a lot of crabs up on the 
shore. ~ 

NO CHANGE /waJ, wo:J/n[C usually sing] an event 
or situation in which positive and negative things 
balance each other © | sold my car for about what 
it cost me, so it was a wash. 


WORD FAMILY wash 
Nouns wash Adjectives washable 


Verbs 


washer 
washing 


wash 


IDIOMS with wash 


e doesn’t wash, won’t wash to be unacceptable © 
Don’t think you can get credit without doing the 
work — that doesn’t wash around here. 

ewash your hands of someone or something to re- 
fuse to have anything more to do with someone 
or something © You can’t start a fight and then just 
wash your hands of it 


PHRASAL VERBS with wash 


ewash down something {[M] 1 to clean something 
by causing water to flow over it © | took the hose 
and washed down the front porch. 2 infml lf you 
wash down food, you drink something after eating 
it: She was eating bread and cheese and washing it 
down with iced tea. 

ewash off (something) [M] to remove something 
with flowing water, or to come off after you do 
this © She could hardly wait to wash the dirt off. © | 
don’t know if this paint will wash off. 

ewash out (something) BE REMOVED [M] to re- 
move something by washing, or to disappear after 
washing © | hope this stain will wash out. © Related 
adjective: WASHED-OUT 

ewash out something BE DESTROYED [M] (esp. of 
bad or violent weather) to cause something to fail, 
stop, or be destroyed © Rain washed tonight's game 
out. © The storm washed out roads and bridges. 


waste 


ewash up CLEAN HANDS to clean your hands, 
esp. before a meal © She told the children to wash 
up for dinner. 

ewash up APPEAR NEAR WATER [M] to appear on 
land because the ocean or a river or lake left it 
there © Spilled oil has washed up on beaches behind 
the wreck. 


washable /'waJ-a-bal, 'w2:-Ja-/ adj © See at 
WASH CLEAN 


washcloth /‘waJ-klo:6, 'wo:J-/ n [C] a small 
cloth used with soap and water to clean your face 
and body 


washed-out /waJt'aut, wo:Jt-/ adj 1 lacking 
color or appearing old as a result of being washed 
over and over again © a pair of washed-out jeans 2 
Someone who looks washed-out looks pale and 
tired. © Related verb: WASH OUT BE REMOVED 


washed-up /'waJt'ap, 'wo:Jt-/ adj [not grad- 
able] infm/ no longer suitable for or able to do what 
you did in the past © a washed-up comic 


washer /'waJ-ar, ‘wo: far/ n [C] a flat ring of 
metal, rubber, or plastic that is used to make a 
tighter connection between two pieces or parts of 
something © See also: WASHER at WASH CLEAN 


washer-dryer n [C] a unit that contains two 
machines, one for cleaning clothes, sheets, etc., 
and another for drying them 


washing /'waJ-1n, ‘wo: fin/ n[U] © See at WASH 
CLEAN 


washing machine n[C]a machine for wash- 
ing clothes, sheets, and other cloth items 


washout /'waJ-aut, ‘wor Jaut/ n[C usually sing] 
infml a complete failure © The dance was a washout 
— only three people showed up. 


washroom /‘waJ-ru:m, 'wo:J-, -rum/ n [C] a 
bathroom 


wasn’t /'waz-ant, 'waz-/ v contraction of was not 
© | wasn’t hungry so | didn’t eat. 


wasp /wasp, wo:sp/ n [C] a flying insect that is 
able to sting repeatedly 


WASP /wasp, wo:sp/ n [C] abbreviation for white 

Anglo-Saxon protestant (= a white, Protestant 
American whose family originally came from 
northwestern Europe) 


waste BAD USE /weist/ n[U] a bad use of some- 
thing valuable that you have only a limited 
amount of © a waste of time/money © a waste of 
talent/ability © | felt like being there was just a waste. 
waste /weist/ v [T] to use something without 
care or thought © Why should | waste my time on 
her? © You're just wasting your money buying that 
stuff. 
wasteful /'weist-fal/ adj © wasteful spending © a 
wasteful use of resources 

UNWANTED MATTER /weist/ n 1 unwanted matter 
or material of any type, esp. what is left after use 
© [C] hazardous/toxic wastes © [U] Most people 
don’t recycle kitchen waste. 2 biology Human 
waste is excrement. 3 Waste disposal is the process 
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wastebasket 


or system for getting rid of unwanted material by 
burying it, burning it, or dropping it in the sea. 


WORD FAMILY waste 


Nouns waste Verbs waste 


Adverbs wastefully 


Adjectives waste 
wasteful 


IDIOMS with waste 


ewaste your breath to say something that will 
likely be ignored 0 Don’t waste your breath arguing 
with him. 

ewaste no time to immediately begin an activity 
© Caroline wasted no time in tackling her new 
responsibilities. 

ewasted on someone to not be appreciated by 
someone © Your excellent cooking will be wasted on 
them. 


PHRASAL VERB with waste 


e waste away (of a person or animal) to gradually 
get thinner and weaker, esp. from disease or lack 
of food © It was hard to watch her waste away. 


wastebasket /‘weist ,bas-kat/ n [C] a con- 
tainer to hold paper or other small things you want 
to get rid of 


wasteland /'weist-land/n[C] 1 a large area of 
land that has not been developed, usually because 
it cannot be easily used © Rain forests are being 
transformed into barren wasteland. 2 A wasteland 
can also be anything that seems to lack positive 
qualities: Television is a vast wasteland. 


wastewater /‘weist wo:t-ar, -,wat-ar/ n [U] 
water that is not clean because it has already been 
used in homes, businesses, factories, etc. © The fa- 
cility pumped fuel for 101 days before the waste- 
water pipe leak was detected. 


watch SMALL CLOCK /watJ, wo:tJ/ n[C] a small 
clock usually worn on a strap around the wrist, or 
sometimes carried in a pocket © She looked at her 
watch and said, “It’s a quarter to five.” 


LOOK AT /watJ, wo:tJ/ v to look at something for a 
period of time © [T] He spent the evening watching 
an old movie on TV. O[+ to infinitive] The police were 
watching to see who left the house. © [T] Do you 
want me to watch the kids (= notice what they are 
doing and care for them) when you go out? 
watch /watf, wa:tf/ n [C/U] 1 [U] The prison 
guards kept a close watch on him. 2 Watch is also 
a period during which someone is responsible for 
guarding or looking around to be sure that prop- 
erty or people are safe, or the person who is re- 
sponsible: [Cj The soldiers on the night watch had 
to be careful not to fall asleep. 
watcher /watJ-ar, wo:-tfar/ n [C] someone who 
is interested in the developments and changes of 
a particular thing © But the real growth, industry 
watchers say, will come in the corporate and personal 
jet sector. 
watchful /'watf-fal, 'wo:tJ-/ adj giving careful 
attention so as to notice what is happening and 
be prepared for something that might happen o /f 
you invest heavily in the stock market, you have to 
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stay watchful and be ready to move your money 
quickly. 

BE CAREFUL /watJ, wo:tJ/ v [T] to be careful of 
something © We have to watch our bank account to 
make sure there’s enough money in it to pay our 
credit card bills. © I’ve got to start watching my 
weight (= be careful not to become fat). © The sign 
says “Watch for (= be careful of) falling rocks.” 


WORD FAMILY watch 


Nouns watch 
watcher 


Adjectives watchful 
Verbs 


watch 


IDIOMS with watch 


e watch out used for warning someone of danger 
or an accident that seems likely to happen © Watch 
out for that last step — it’s a lot steeper than the 
others. 

¢ watch your step to be careful about how you be- 
have © He'll have to watch his step if he wants to 
keep his job. 


PHRASAL VERB with watch 


¢watch over someone to protect people and make 
certain that they are safe 0 She had to watch over 
four young children and take care of a sick husband. 


watchdog ORGANIZATION /'watj-do:g, 'woxtJ-/ 
n[C] a person or organization responsible for mak- 
ing certain that companies or other organizations 
maintain standards and do not act illegally Oo a 
watchdog agency/organization 

DOG /'watJ-do:g, 'wa:tf-/ n [C] a dog trained to 
protect a place 


water /'wo:t-ar, 'wat-/ n [U] 1 a clear, colorless 
liquid that falls from the sky as rain and is necessary 
for animal and plant life © a drink/glass of water © 
bottled/tap water © cold/hot water © I’m boiling wa- 
ter to make some more coffee. 2 The water often 
refers to an area of water, such as the sea or a lake: 
The water’s much warmer today — are you coming 
for a swim? 3 Waters is an area of natural water, 
such as a part of the sea: [pl] coastal waters 
water /'wo:t-ar, 'wat-/ v [I/T] 1 to provide water 
to a plant or animal © [T] I’ve asked my neighbor to 
water the plants while I’m away. 2 When your eyes 
water, they produce tears but not because you are 
unhappy: [I] The icy wind made his eyes water. 3 If 
your mouth waters, it produces a lot of SALIVA, 
usually because you can see or smell food that you 
would like to eat: [1] The smell of that bread is mak- 
ing my mouth water. 
watery /'wo:t-a-ri, 'wat-/ adj having a lot of or 
too much water © The soup was thin and watery. 


WORD FAMILY water 


Nouns water 
Verbs 
Adverbs underwater 


Adjectives underwater 


waterproof 
watery 


water 


IDIOM with water 


ewater under the bridge something that hap- 
pened in the past and cannot now be changed © 
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Yes, we did have our disagreements, but that’s water 
under the bridge. 


PHRASAL VERB with water 


*water down something [M] to make something 
weaker or less effective © The law was watered 
down after it failed to pass the legislature the first 
time. 


waterbed /'wo:t-ar bed, 'wat-ar-/ n [C] a bed 
in which the MATTRESS (= the part you lie on) is a 
container filled with water 


water bird n [C] any kind of WATERFOWL 


watercolor, Cdn, 8 watercolour /'wo:t:ar kal: 
ar, 'wat-/ n[C] art a paint that is mixed with water 
to create pictures, or a picture made with this paint 
© The art gallery is having a show of early 20th- 
century American watercolors. 


water cycle n [U] biology the way that water 
is taken up from the sea, rivers, SOIL, etc. and then 
comes back down as rain or snow 


waterfall /'wo:t-ar fo:|, '‘wat-ar-/ n [C] water 
from a river or stream falling over an edge of rock 
to a much lower level 


water fountain n [C] a device in a public 
place that allows anyone to drink water without a 
cup by pushing a button and drinking from a 
stream of water that comes out 


waterfowl /'wo:t-ar ,faul, 'wat-ar-/ n [C/U] the 
types of birds that live on or near rivers, lakes, or 
the ocean 


waterfront /'wo:t-ar frant, ‘wat-ar-/ n [C] a 
part of a town next to an area of water such as a 
lake, a river, or the ocean 


water main n [C] a large underground pipe 
that supplies water to buildings in an area of a city 
or town 


watermel)lon /‘wo:t-ar ,mel-an, 'wat-/ n [C/U] 
a large, round or oval-shaped fruit with dark green 
skin, sweet, watery, pink or yellow flesh, and a lot 
of black seeds 


water polo n [U] a game played in water in 
which two teams try to get the ball into the other 
team’s goal 


waterproof /'wo:t-ar pru:f, 'wat-/ adj not al- 
lowing water to go through © waterproof boots 


water-repellent, water-resistant adj able to 
keep rain from being absorbed 


watershed BIG CHANGE /'wo:t-ar Jed, 'wat-/n 
{U] an event or period that is important because it 
represents a big change and the start of new de- 
velopments © a watershed event/moment © The dis- 
covery of penicillin was a watershed in the history of 
medicine. 

AREA /'wo:t-or fed, 'wat-/ n [C] earth science a 
high area of land where rain collects, some of it 
flowing down to supply rivers, lakes, etc., at lower 
levels 


waterskiing /'wo:t-ar skiz-1n, 'wat-ar-/n [UJ a 
sport in which you are pulled along the surface of 


wave 


a lake or ocean by a boat while balancing on a pair 
of SKIS fastened to your feet 


water supply n [C] the water that is provided 
and treated for a particular area O When we don’t 
get enough rainfall, we have to worry about our wa- 


ter supply. 


water table [C] earth science the layer below 
the earth’s surface where water is found 


watertight /'wo:t-ar tart, '‘wat-/ adj having no 
openings to allow the passage of water O They're 
doing some repairs on the church to make the roof 
watertight. 


waterway /'wo:t-er wel, 'wat-ar-/ n [C] a reg- 
ularly used route used by boats, such as a river or 
channel 


waterworks SUPPLY SYSTEM /'wo:t-ar warks, 
'‘wat-ar-/ n [C] a system of buildings and pipes in 
which a public supply of water is stored and 
cleaned and from which it is sent out 

CRYING /'wo:t-or ,warks, 'wat-ar-/ n[U] infmi crying 
O The show ended, and then the waterworks started. 
© Whenever she gets frustrated or angry, she turns 
on the waterworks (= starts to cry). 


watery /'wo:t-o-ri, 'wat-/ adj © See at WATER 


watt /wat/, abbreviation w n [C] physics the stan- 
dard measure of electrical power © a 60-watt bulb 


wave MOVE /weiv/ v [!/T] 1 to raise your hand 
and move it from side to side as a greeting, or to 
get someone’s attention or give information © [I] 
She leaned out the window and waved (good-bye). 
© [M] As soon as we showed our papers as journal- 
ists, the policeman waved us in (= moved his hand 
to allow us to go in). 2 If you wave something or 
something waves, you move it from side to side 
while holding it in the hand, or something else 
moves it in this way: [T] He was very excited and 
rushed into the room waving a piece of paper. © [I] 
Flags waved in the breeze. 
wave /weiv/ n[C] © She looked at him for a long 
time, and then, with a wave of her hand, she was 
off. 


WATER MOVEMENT /welv/ n[C] 1 a raised move- 
ment of water rolling across the surface esp. of the 
sea O We were so close we could hear the waves 
breaking on the beach. 2 A wave is also a sudden 
increase in an activity or in the strength of a con- 
dition or feeling: A wave of emotion swept through 
her as she visited her home town. 

ENERGY FORM /weiv/ n [C] physics the continu- 
ous, repeating pattern in which some types of en- 
ergy, such as sound, light, and heat, are spread or 
carried © electromagnetic waves 


wavelength 


amplitude 


WAVE 
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wavelength /‘welv:- len, -len@/ n[C] physics 1 
the distance between two waves of energy 2 A 
wavelength is also the length of the radio wave 
used by a particular radio station for broadcasting. 


waver /'wer-var/ v [I] 1 to begin to doubt or lose 
your determination to do something © He never 
wavered as the leading voice of African-Americans’ 
call for freedom and equality. 2 If you waver be- 
tween two possibilities, you have difficulty decid- 
ing between them: She wavered between believing 
him and thinking that he was lying. 


wavy /'wer-vi/ adj curving in shape, or having a 
series of curves O Jasmine’s got wavy blond hair. 


wax SUBSTANCE /weeks/ n [U] a solid, fatty sub- 
stance that softens and melts at a low temperature 
© Candle wax dripped on the tablecloth. 
wax /weks/ v [T] to put a thin layer of wax on 
the surface of something © / just waxed the floor, 
so don’t go in there yet. 
waxy /'week-:si/ adj having the appearance of or 
feeling like wax O He had a waxy complexion and 
looked ill. 


APPEAR LARGER /weeks/ v [I] (of the moon) to grad- 
ually appear larger and increasingly round © (fig.) 
Such controversies have waxed and waned (= be- 
come stronger and weaker) but continue to this 
day. 

BECOME /weeks/ v [L] fm/ to become © Brad waxed 
eloquent on the subject of free enterprise. 


wax paper, waxed paper n [U] paper that has 
a thin layer of wax on it and is used for wrapping 
food 


Way ROUTE /wei/ n[C] 1 a route or path to follow 
in order to get to a place © Do you know the way 
to the train station? 2 If you don’t know your way, 
can’t find your way, or have lost your way, you are 
not sure or do not know how to get where you 
want to go: | don’t really know my way around town 
yet. 3 Way also means street: Our office is at 17 
Harbor Way. 4 Way can mean the direction, posi- 
tion, or order of something: The numbers should be 
the other way around - 71, not 17. 5 Your way can 
also be the progress of your life: He made his way 
from sales assistant to head of sales. 


USAGE «if hee “ag 3 oe er) Se” 
way or trip? 
Way refers only to the route that you take to 
get from one place to another. 

Is there another way out of here? 

| must get a paper on my way home. 


To talk more generally about the length of the 
route or the time it takes, use the word trip. 


a car/train/long trip 


DISTANCE /we1/, ways /weiz/ n [U] distance, or a 
period of time © We walked just a short way before 
he got tired. 0 When Mom called us for supper, we 
were still a ways from being finished. 

MANNER /wei/ n [C] 1 a particular manner, char- 
acteristic, or fashion © | like the way your hair is 
fixed. O Jack and Beth feel the same way about ani- 


mals. © There is no way | can leave her. © They don’t 
write songs the way they used to. 2 Your way is also 
the ability to do things in the manner you want: 
My little sister gets furious if she doesn’t get her way. 


USAGE ca hae Oe 
way or method/means of? 
Way in this sense is used on its own or followed 
by to do something or of and a present parti- 
ciple (-ing form). 

You can get there in a number of ways. 

What's the best way to get there? 

What's the best way of getting there? 
Method of or means of are not used on their 
own, and are followed by a noun. 

What method of transportation do you use? 

We had no means of communication. 


FAR /wei/ adv [always + adv/prep; not gradable] 
infml 1 (used for emphasis) far or long © That skirt’s 
way too much money. © Come on now, Alexander, 
it’s way past your bedtime. 2 slang Way can also 
mean very: That car is way cool! 


WORD FAMILY way 


Nouns causeway Adjectives halfway 
freeway one-way 
highway out-of-the-way 

two-way 

halfway 
midway 
one-way 


subway 
thruway 
way 


Adverbs 


IDIOMS with way 


eby the way used for introducing a statement or 
subject that may not be directly related to the sub- 
ject being discussed © By the way, | heard that Phyl- 
lis may be moving to Dallas. 

ein a way considered in a particular manner © In 
a way, | hope he doesn’t win. 

ein the way in a position that prevents something 
from happening or someone from moving © Work 
often gets in the way of my social life. © It’s a small 
street, and he parked right in the way. 

eon iis way 7 happening or arriving soon © They 
have three kids, and another on the way. © My school 
is well on its way to a championship. © We’re on our 
way from Logan, and should be there soon. 2 \f you 
are on your way you are leaving: Give me a kiss and 
Ill be on my way. 

e the way things are, the way things stand given 
the situation as it is now © The way things stand, | 
cannot continue to work. 

e way of life the manner in which a person or so- 
ciety usually lives © Sleeping in hotels three or four 
nights a week is not an ideal way of life. 


wayward /'wer-ward/ adj not behaving or 
moving as expected O He was a wayward kid. 0 A 
wayward ball bounced into the yard. 


we PEOPLE /wi:, wi/ pronoun [pl] 1 the person 
speaking and one or more others © /f you don’t 
hurry up we won't be on time. 2 We can be used by 
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a speaker or a writer to refer to the listener or per- 
son reading and the person speaking or writing: 
We have to get started now if we’re going to finish 
this afternoon. 3 We can also mean you: Now ev- 
eryone, we don’t want to be late, do we? 

ALL PEOPLE /wi:, wi/ pronoun [pl] all people; every- 
one © We live on planet earth. 


weak NOT STRONG /wi:k/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 
lacking strength or energy, or likely to stop work- 
ing or break © After having been so sick, it’s not 
surprising you still feel weak. © That old chair is very 
weak and needs gluing. 2 A drink that is weak lacks 
flavor: The coffee was weak and tasteless. 3 A weak 
link is the part of something that is most likely to 
break: This year, the team’s only weak link is that 
third baseman. 
weaken /'wi:-kan/ v [I/T] © [I] The country’s econ- 
omy continues to weaken. © [T] Long exposure to 
vibration can weaken aircraft parts. 
weakly /'wi:-kli/ adv © “I’m feeling a little better 
now,” he said weakly. 
weakness /'wi:k-nas/ n[C/U] 1 [U] The building’s 
collapse was caused by weakness in several beams. 
2 Weakness is also a fault in someone’s character: 
[U] /s crying always a sign of weakness? 3 A weak- 
ness is also a strong jiking for something: [C] She 
admitted to a weakness for desserts. 


WORD CHOICES weak  ——s—“—si—S 


If someone is physically weak because of being 
small, you could describe that person as puny 
or a weakling. 

He was puny as a child. 

It would take more than a few exercises to 
turn a ninety-pound weakling into a 
heavyweight boxer. 

If someone is physically weak because of being 
old or ill, you could use the adjective frail. 

a frail, gray-haired lady 

If someone is weak and could easily be hurt, 
you can describe them as defenseless or 
vulnerable. 

a small defenseless child 

The disease most often affects vulnerable 
people such as children and the elderly. 


BELOW STANDARD /wi:k/ adj [-er/-est only] below 
standard; not good enough © He was always weak 
in languages but strong in science. 


WORD FAMILY weak 


Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs weakly 


weakling weaken 


weakness 
Adjectives weak 


weak acid n[C] chemistry an acid with a PH of 
5 or 6 whose MOLECULES do not break down into 
smaller molecules or atoms in water 


weak base n [C] chemistry a BASE whose MOL- 
ECULES do not break down into smaller molecules 
or atoms in water 


wear 


weak force n[C/U] physics a reaction between 

PARTICLES (= very small pieces of matter) that 
causes some RADIOACTIVE substances to break 
down 


weakling /‘wi:-klin/ n [C] someone who is 
weak, either physically or in character © Exercise 
can turn a weakling into a big, tough guy. 


wealth MONEY /welé/ n [U] a large amount of 
money and other valuable possessions © His wealth 
is so great that money doesn’t mean much to him. 
wealthy /'wel-@i/ adj © Natural resources and a 
well-trained workforce make a country wealthy. 


LARGE AMOUNT /welé@/ n[U] a large amount ° Jim 
has a wealth of teaching experience. 


wean /wi:n/ v [T] to cause a baby or young ani- 
mal to stop feeding on its mother’s milk and to eat 
other foods © She started to wean her baby at six 
months. 


weapon /'wep-an/ n[C] an object used in fight- 
ing or war, such as a gun or a bomb, or something 
used against someone © The walls were decorated 
with swords, axes, and other medieval weapons. © 
Even laughter can be used as a weapon. 
weaponry /'wep-an-ri/ n[U] weapons generally, 
or a particular type of weapons © Precision air 
weaponry has revolutionized warfare. 


wear COVER THE BODY /wer, weer/ v[T] past simp. 
wore, past part. worn 1 to have clothing or jewelry 
on your body © He wears glasses for reading. © (fig.) 
The prisoner wore a confident smile throughout the 
trial. 2 To wear your hair in a particular style is to 
have it arranged in a certain way: She wears her 
hair in a ponytail. 
wear /wer, wer/ n[U] clothes designed for a par- 
ticular use or of a particular type © She designed 
sportswear and very elegant evening wear. 


WEAKEN /wer, wer/ v [I/T] past simp. wore, past part. 
worn to make something become weaker, dam- 
aged, or thinner because of continuous use © [I] 
My favorite shirt wore at the collar. Oo [T] | wore a 
hole in my favorite sweater. 0 [M] Wind and water 
slowly wore away the mountain's jagged peak, mak- 
ing it round. 

Wear /wer, wer/ n [U] © I’ve gotten a lot of wear 
out of this coat. 


WORD FAMILY wear 


Nouns wear 
underwear 


Verbs wear 


IDIOM with wear 


e wear the pants to be the person in a relationship 
who makes the decisions © Lisa certainly wears the 
pants in that family. 


PHRASAL VERB with wear 


e wear off to stop having an effect or influence © 
The vaccine wears off after 10 years. 

ewear someone out MAKE TIRED [M] to make 
someone very tired by demanding a lot of that 
person’s work or attention © He wears me out with 
his constant complaining. © Related adjective: 
WORN OUT EXTREMELY TIRED 
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¢wear out something USE REPEATEDLY [M] to use 
something so much or for so long that it is no 
longer usable © / read that book over and over till | 
wore it out. O Related adjective: WORN OUT NOT 
USABLE 


wear and tear n [U] the damage that comes 
from ordinary use © Most tires will last for four years 
with normal wear and tear. 


wearisome /'wir-i::sam/ adj [not gradable] 
causing a person to be tired; boring © A long project 
becomes wearisome and loses its excitement for me. 


weary /'wir-i/ adj very tired, esp. from hard work 
© Even my brain is weary tonight! 
wearily /'wir-a-li/ adv o | dragged myself wearily 
out of bed. 
weariness /'wir-i:-nas/ n[U] © My weariness was 
so great, | couldn't even answer the telephone. 


weasel /‘wi:-zal/ n[C] a small mammal with red- 
dish brown fur and a long body, which feeds on 
small animals such as mice and birds 


PHRASAL VERB with wease! 


eweasel out (of something) infm! to escape re- 
sponsibility for something © My roommate always 
tries to weasel out of doing the dishes. 


weather AIR CONDITIONS /'weé-ar/ n [U] the 
conditions in the air at a particular time, such as 
wind, rain, or temperature © / always wear gloves 
in cold weather. O Expect some nasty weather to- 
morrow, possibly even a thunderstorm. 
weather /'weé-ar/ v [I/T] to change in color or 
form over a period of time because of the effects 
of sun, wind, rain, or other conditions in the air © 
[1] The yellow paint will weather to a grayish white. 
weathered /'weé-ard/ adj © The wall was made 
from rounded, weathered stones. 

weathering n[U] earth science 

LIVE THROUGH /'weé-ar/ v [T] to live through a dif- 
ficult situation or a problem © She’s weathered a 
few professional setbacks this year. 


IDIOM with weather 


e weather the storm to be able to continue doing 
something despite serious problems © Will the am- 
bassador be able to weather the storm caused by his 
remarks? 


weather-beaten adj not having been pro- 

tected from sun, wind, or rain and so marked or 
damaged by them © The fisherman had a weather- 
beaten face. 


weather forecaster n [C] a person whose 
job is to report what the weather will be in the near 
future 


weathering /‘wed-a-rin/ n [U] earth science 
the processes by which rock is broken into smaller 
pieces by the action of the weather 


weatherman /'‘wed-ar,mzn/ n [C] a man 
whose job is to report the weather on television or 
radio 


weave MAKECLOTH /wi:v/ v [I/T] past simp. 
wove, weaved, past part. woven, weaved 1 to 
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make cloth by repeatedly passing a single thread 
in and out through long threads on a LOOM (= 
special frame) © [T] How long does it take to weave 
three yards of cloth? 2 You can also weave dried 
grass, leaves, and thin branches into hats, contain- 
ers, and other items. 

weave /wi:v/ n [C] the way in which cloth has 
been woven © The blanket has a loose weave. 


MOVE /wi:v/ v [always + adv/prep] past weaved to 
frequently change direction while moving for- 
ward, esp. to avoid things that could stop you © 
[1] The taxi weaved through traffic to get us to the 
airport. 


web NET /web/ n [C] short form of COBWEB © A 
spider’s web hung in a corner of the window. © See 
also: COBWEB 


SKIN /web/ n [C] the skin connecting the toes of 
some water birds and animals which helps them 
to swim 
webbed /webd/ adj © Ducks, gulls, and frogs all 
have webbed toes. 


Web /web/ n [U] short form of WORLD WIDE WEB © 
Can you log onto the Web? 


weblog /‘web-lo:g, -lag/, short form blog /bl2:g, 
blag/ n [C] a WEBSITE on which one person or 
group puts new information regularly, often every 
day 


website /'web-sart/ n [C] a place on the INTER- 
NET with one or more pages of information about 
a subject © His fans created a website, giving every 
detail of his private life. 


wed /wed/ v [I/T] past wedded, wed to marry 
someone © [I] They are planning to wed in June. 
wedded /'wed-ad/ adj [not gradable] © a wed- 
ded couple 
wedding /'wed-1n/ n [C] © Rosie’s wedding is in 
July. © She had an elegant wedding dress. 


IDIOM with wed 


ewedded to something 1 believing strongly in 
something © He remains wedded to the free-enter- 
prise system. 2 If something is wedded to some- 
thing else, the two are closely connected: San 
Diego’s economy is wedded to the military. 


Wed. rn abbreviation for WEDNESDAY. 


we'd /wi:d/ contraction of we had or we would 0 
By then, we'd heard the same story six times. 


wedge /wed3/ n [C] a piece of wood, metal, or 
other material with a pointed edge at one end and 
a wide edge at the other, used to keep two things 
apart or, when forced between two things, to 
break them apart © A wedge under the door kept it 
open. 
wedge /wed3/ v[T] © He wedged the window open 
with a screwdriver. 


wedlock /'wed-lak/ n [U] the state of being 
married 


Wednesday /'wenz-di, -de1/, abbreviation Wed. 
n [C/U] the day of the week after Tuesday and be- 
fore Thursday 
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wee /wi:/ adj [not gradable] very small; little © /t 
may make you feel awkward to give a wee gift and 
get a whopper back in return. O They can’t party till 
the wee hours (= the hours starting at one o’clock 
in the morning) and sack out till noon. 


weed /wi:d/ n[C] any wild plant that grows in a 
garden or field where it is not wanted 0 My garden 
is overrun with weeds. 
weed /wi:d/ v [I/T] to remove wild, unwanted 
plants © [I] / weeded all afternoon. 


PHRASAL VERB with weed 


eweed out someone/something [M] to get rid of 
people or things that are not wanted © The admin- 
istration plans to weed out failed programs. 


week /wi:k/ n [C] a period of seven days, either 
from the beginning of Sunday to the end of Sat- 
urday or from the beginning of Monday to the end 
of Sunday © next/last week © We go to the movies 
about once a week. 
weekly /'wi:-kli/ adj, adv [not gradable] happen- 
ing or appearing every week © a weekly magazine 
oO We go to the city weekly. 
weekly /'wi:-kli/ n [C] © | subscribe to several 
weeklies (= magazines or newspapers that are pub- 
lished once a week). ~ 


[WORD FAMILY week 


Nouns week 
midweek 
weekday 
weekend 
weeknight 


work week 


Adjectives weekly 
midweek 
weeklong 


Adverbs 


weekly 
midweek 


IDIOMS with week 


ea week ago (this) last week on © The problem 
with the TV started a week ago Monday. 

ea week from in one week following © The first 
performance of the play is a week from tomorrow. 
eweek after week, week in, week out for many 
weeks, for a long time, or usually © / get up very 
early, week in, week out. 


weekday /'wi:k-dei/ n [C] any day of the week 
except Saturday or Sunday © The bank is open from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays. 


weekend /‘wi:k-end/ n [C] Saturday and Sun- 
day, when many people do not work © Do you have 
anything planned for the weekend? 


weeklong /‘wi:k'ls:9/ adj [not gradable] lasting 
one week © They open weeklong talks in New Zea- 
land on Tuesday, aimed at reaching a settlement. 


weeknight /‘wi:k-nait/ n [C] the night of any 
day of the week except Saturday and Sunday 


weep /wi:p/ v [I/T] past wept to cry tears © [I] / 
could hear someone weeping. 


weigh SHOW WEIGHT /wei/ v to be pulled to- 
ward the earth with a particular force that can be 
measured, or to measure this force in an object; to 
show an amount of weight © [L] The baby weighed 
six pounds, ten ounces at birth. © [L] This table 
weighs a lot. 0 [T] She weighs herself every morning. 


INFLUENCE /wei/ v [I always + adv/prep] to have 
an influence © The factor that weighed most heavily 
in her favor was her record of success as a lawyer. 


CONSIDER /wei/ v[T] to consider something care- 
fully, esp. by comparing facts or possibilities, in or- 
der to make a decision © The judge told the jury to 
weigh the facts and the evidence. © You have to 
weigh the advantage of early graduation against the 
disadvantage of being younger than everyone else. 


WORD FAMILY weigh 


Nouns weight 


weightlessness 


Adjectives overweight 
underweight 
weighted 
weightless 
weighty 


Verbs 


weigh 
outweigh 


IDIOM with weigh 


eweigh a ton to be very heavy © This suitcase 
weighs a ton. 


PHRASAL VERBS with weigh 


eweigh down someone/something [M] to make it 
difficult for someone or something to move by giv- 
ing that person or thing a heavy load to carry © 
She checked her bags because she didn't want to be 
weighed down. © (fig.) She was weighed down (= 
made tired and worried) by the aches and pains of 
old age. 

eweigh in GIVE OPINION to give an opinion or 
enter a discussion or argument © The senator 
weighed in with a blistering attack on welfare cheats. 
eweigh in MEASURE to measure how heavy 
someone is, esp. before a competition O The boxers 
both weighed in at 162 pounds. 

eweigh on something to make someone feel ner- 
vous or worried © Problems at work are weighing on 
him. 


weight HOW HEAVY /weit/ n [C/U] 1 a quality 
of an object that is a measure of the force by which 
the earth attracts it, or an object considered as 
having this quality © [U] The maximum weight the 
bridge can support is 15 tons. 0 [U] You've lost some 
weight since the last time | saw you. © [U] | don’t 
want to put on weight (= become heavier). © [C] 
When lifting a heavy weight, keep your back straight 
and bend your knees. 2 A weight is also a piece of 
metal whose force toward earth has been mea- 
sured, and by which you can measure other ob- 
jects: [C] a one-pound weight 3 A weight is also 
sports equipment, esp. a piece of metal attached 
to each end of a bar or to a special machine that 
you move or lift to strengthen your muscles: [C] 
He lifts weights. 
weightless /'weit-las/ adj being in a state in 
which GRAVITY (= the force by which the earth at- 
tracts objects) does not cause movement of ob- 
jects © The astronauts are weightless in space. 
weightlessness /'weit-la-snas/ n [U] 


INFLUENCE /weit/ n[U] influence © Her word carried 
weight with her neighbors. 
weighted /'weit-ad/ adj given an influence that 
would not happen naturally © Roche's, the most 
heavily weighted stock in the Swiss Market Index, has 
climbed 25 percent since Jan. 3. 
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weighty /'weit-i/ adj important and serious © 
They discussed weighty topics like arms control, the 
Middle East, and the federal budget deficit. 


IDIOM with weight 


«weight off your mind a worry that you had but 
that is now gone © It was a weight off my mind, 
knowing she arrived home safe. 


weighted /'weit-ad/ adj science of information 
being studied, having a value attached to show its 
importance compared with all the information be- 
ing studied 


weightlifting /‘weit J|1f-tin/ n [C] the activity 
of lifting heavy bars to strengthen the muscles, ei- 
ther for exercise or in a competition 
weightlifter /‘wert lif-tar/ n [C] © The 5-foot-9, 
200-pound weightlifter had a Superman logo tat- 
tooed on his left arm. 


weird /wird/ adj [-er/-est only] strange and dif- 
ferent from anything natural or ordinary © She is a 
little weird in the way she dresses, | have to admit. 


weirdo /‘wird-ou/ n[C] plweirdos slang a person 
who you think is strange and who makes you un- 
comfortable © That guy is a real weirdo. 


welcome MEET /'wel-kam/ v [T] to meet or 
speak to someone in a friendly way when the per- 
son comes to the place where you are O We went 
next door to welcome our new neighbors. © The 
prime minister of Canada welcomed the president 
warmly. 
welcome /'wel-kam/ exclamation o Welcome! 
Come on in. © Welcome home! 
welcome /'wel-kam/ n [C] © We were given a 
warm welcome. 
welcome /'wel-kam/ adj If you tell people they 
are welcome, you are telling them that you will be 
happy to have them visit you: You’// always be wel- 
come here. 


SUPPORT /'wel-kam/ v [T] to be pleased about or 
support something © Baseball fans welcomed the 
end of the players’ strike. © She welcomed the op- 
portunity to explain herself. 
welcome /'wel-kam/ adj 1 The cool weather was 
a welcome change. © You‘re welcome to the pie (= 
you can have it). 2 “You’re welcome” is a polite 
answer when someone thanks you: “Thanks for 
taking care of our cat.” “Youre welcome.” 


WORD FAMILY welcome 


Nouns welcome 
Verbs 


Adjectives welcome 
unwelcome 


welcome 


weld /weld/ v [I/T] to join pieces of metal to- 
gether permanently by melting the parts that 
touch, or to join one piece of metal to another in 
this way © [T] Iron spikes were welded to the railing 
around the embassy. 
weld /weld/ n [C] © A weld on the base of the chair 
had broken. 
welder /'wel-dar/ n [C] 0 He works as a welder. 


welfare © HEALTH AND HAPPINESS /'wel-fer, 
-feer/ n [U] physical and mental health and hap- 
piness © We were concerned for our parents’ welfare 
when we heard about the storm in Florida. 


HELP /'wel-fer, -fzer/ n [U] social studies help 
given, esp. money, by a government to people 
who are poor and who do not have jobs © welfare 
benefits © The family had to go on welfare. 


welfare state n([C] a political system in which 
the government pays for health care and other so- 
cial benefits for its citizens, or a nation that oper- 
ates under this system 


well HEALTHY /wel/ adj comparative better, super- 
lative best healthy © | don’t feel well. © | feel better 
now. 
wellness /'wel-nas/ n [U] the condition of being 
healthy © The book promotes wellness through diet 
and exercise. 


EXCLAMATION /wel, wal/ exclamation used to in- 
troduce something you are about to say, or to con- 
nect one statement with the next, or to show 
doubt or disagreement, annoyance, surprise, or 
understanding © Well, what happened next? © He 
started yelling at me, and well, | was scared at first. 
© Well, what are you going to do now that you’ve 
lost your job? O Oh well, there’s not much we can do 
about it now. 


INA GOOD WAY /wel/ adv comparative better, su- 
perlative best in a good way; to a high or satisfac- 
tory standard © The car was well designed. © She 
manages people very well. 0 | can’t sing as well as 
Jessica (= She sings better). © His point about re- 
ducing waste is well taken (= accepted as a fair criti- 
cism). © The two hours of discussion was time well 
spent (= it was a useful discussion). © / want to con- 
gratulate you on a job well done. 


TO A GREAT DEGREE /wel/ adv comparative better, 
superlative best 1 to a great degree; much or com- 
pletely © | know her well. © Put in two eggs and stir 
well. © He sent away for tickets well in advance (= 
very early). © | knew perfectly well what time it was. 
© | knew her pretty well when | lived in lowa City. 2 
Well is used with some prepositions and adverbs 
for emphasis: Keep the children well away from the 
edge of the pool. 0 It costs well over $100. 3 Well is 
used with a few adjectives for emphasis: The mu- 
seum is well worth a visit. 

REASONABLY /wel/ adv [not gradable] with good 
reason © | couldn't very well say no. 

HOLE /wel/ n [C] a deep hole in the ground from 
which water, oil, or gas can be obtained © an oil 
well © well water 

COME TO SURFACE /wel/ v [I] (of a liquid) to come 
to the surface or into view © As she read the letter, 
tears welled in her eyes. © (fig.) He could feel the 
anger well up inside him. 


IDIOM with well 


ewell done used for praising someone who has 
achieved something © “! passed the test for my driv- 
ers license.” “Well done!” © See also: WELL-DONE 


we fl /wi:|, wil/ contraction of we shall or we will 
O We'll be there tomorrow. 


well-advised adj showing good judgment © 
You would be well-advised to reserve a room in 
advance. 


well-balanced adj having the right amounts 
of all the different parts that make up something 
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© It’s important to give your kids healthy well-bal- 
anced meals, including all the food groups. 


well-behaved adj behaving in a way that is 
considered correct © a well-behaved boy 


well-being n [U] the state of feeling healthy 
and happy © Seeing her grandchildren gave her a 
sense of well-being. 


well-built adj having an attractive, strong body 


well-done adj (of meat) cooked all the way 
through © a well-done steak O See also: WELL DONE 
at WELL IDIOMS 


well-dressed adj wearing or usually wearing 
attractive and stylish clothes 


well-educated adj having had a good or a 
high level of education 


well-founded adj based on facts or good rea- 
sons © Her fears were well-founded. 


well-groomed adj having a neat, clean 
appearance 


well-heeled adj wealthy © The village has be- 
come a summer retreat for well-heeled city dwellers. 


well-informed adj having a lot of knowledge 
© Marilyn is well-informed about the stock market. 


well-kept adj taken care of in a proper way that 
people notice © She lives in a neighborhood of well- 
kept lawns and relatively little crime. 


well-kept secret n [C] information that very 
few people know © /t was a well-kept secret that the 
old system was biased in favor of homeowners. 


well-known adj known or recognized by many 
people © The book is by a well-known historian. 


well-liked adj liked by many people 


well-mannered adj behaving in a pleasant 
and polite way © The other visitors were too well- 
mannered to complain. 


well-meant adj intended to be helpful or kind, 
although not always having a good effect 


wellness /'wel-nas/ n.c See at WELL HEALTHY 


well-nigh adj almost © Once you get behind, it 
is well-nigh impossible to catch up. 


well-off adj wealthy 


well-read adj having read many important 
books 


well-rounded adj having or providing expe- 
rience and knowledge in a number of different ar- 
eas O Some experts say that home-schooled children 
may not receive a well-rounded education. 


well-thought-of adj respected by many peo- 
ple for quality, ability, moral character, etc. 0 He 
was well-thought-of as a foreign-policy expert. 


well-timed adj happening or made to happen 
at a particularly suitable time © Her appearance was 
well-timed to coincide with the arrival of the 
president. 


well-to-do /,wel-ta'du:/ adj showing signs of 
being successful; rich © It was a well-to-do neigh- 
borhood of large, single-family homes with big 
backyards. 


well-versed adj having a lot of knowledge 
about something © He was well-versed in the history 
of space flight. 


well-wisher n [C] a person who encourages or 
supports someone © Hundreds of well-wishers sur- 
rounded the team. 


welt /welt/ n[C] a raised, red area of skin usually 
caused by being hit 


welter /'wel-tar/ n [U] a large number of things 
in confusion or disorder © The report was issued 
amid a welter of conflicting evidence. 


went /went/ past simple of GO 


wept /wept/ past simple and past participle of 
WEEP 


were /w3r, war/ past simple of BE 


we're /wir, war, wiir/ contraction of we are © 
We're ready now. 


weren't /w3rnt, warnt/ contraction of were not 
© They weren't outside. 


werewolf /'‘wir-wulf, 'wer-, 'w3r-/ n[C] piwere- 
wolves an imaginary creature in stories that is a 
person who changes into a WOLF (= wild animal) 
when the moon is a complete circle 


west /west/, abbreviation W. n [U] the direction 
where the sun goes down in the evening that ts 
opposite east, or the part of an area or country 
which is in this direction © The points of the com- 
pass are north, south, east, and west. © The sun sets 
in the west. 
west /west/, abbreviation W. adj, adv [not grada- 
ble] © the west coast O The town is west of here. 
westerly /'wes:tar-li/ adj toward or near the west 
© a westerly wind 
western /'wes-tarn/, abbreviation W. adj [not 
gradable] © Grand Rapids is in the western part of 
Michigan. 
western /'wes:tarn/ n[C] a movie based on sto- 
ries about life in the part of the US west of the 
Mississippi River when white people began going 
there to live in the 19th century 
westerner /'wes:tar-nar, -ta-nar/ n[C] a person 
from the western part of a country, or (in the US) 
a person from the part of the country west of the 
Mississippi River 
westward /'wes-:tward/ adj [not gradable] to- 
ward the west © a westward route 
westward /'wes-tward/, westwards /'wes: 
twardz/ adv [not gradable] toward the west © The 
clouds drifted westward. 


WORD FAMILY west 


west 
western 
westerner 


Nouns Adjectives westerly 
western 


westward 


Adverbs 


west 
westward 
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West Coast 


IDIOM with west 


ethe West 1 the part of the US west of the Mis- 
sissippi River O The museum grounds contain an In- 
dian tepee and a large, heavy wagon used by early 
19th-century settlers of the West. 2 North America 
and the countries in the western part of Europe are 
also referred to as the West: The West must make 
a commitment to Africa to help find solutions to the 
continent's problems. 


West Coast n [U] (in the US) the part of the 
country near the Pacific Ocean 


westernize, Westernize /'wes-tar ,naiz/ v [I/T] 
world history to fill with qualities typical of a west- 
ern region, esp. Western Europe and America 
westernization, Westernization /,wes-tar-na 
‘ze: fan/ n[U] world history © The process of west- 
ernization in China is spreading rapidly. 


wet /wet/ adj [-er/-est only] -tt- 1 with liquid in, 
on, or around something; not dry © | stepped in a 
puddle of water and got my shoes wet. 2 If paint, 
ink, etc., is wet, it has not had time to dry. 3 Wet 
weather is weather with rain. 
wet /wet/ v[T] pres. part. wetting, past wet, wetted 
1 Wet a sponge and wipe off the table. 2 A person, 
esp. a child, who wets something causes it to be- 
come wet by urinating: He still sometimes wets his 
bed. 
wetness /'wet-nas/ n [U] © A lot of the wetness 
will evaporate before the rain reaches the plant’s 
roots. 


wetlands /‘wet-landz, -landz/, wetland /'wet- 
land, -land/ p! nan area of land that is naturally 
wet © [U] Thousands of acres of wetlands are de- 
stroyed every year by development. 


we've /wi:v/ contraction of we have © It’s been 
over a year since we’ve done that. 


whack /hwek, wek/ v [T] to give someone or 
something a hard, noisy hit 0 He whacked his news- 
paper on the back of the chair as he talked. 
whack /hweek, waek/ n [C] © She gripped her 
racket with both hands and gave the ball a hard 
whack. 


whale /hweil, weil/ n [C] a very large sea 
mammal 


IDIOM with whale 


ea whale of a 1 a large amount of something © A 
whale of a lot of other people were there, too. 2 lf 
something is a whale of a thing, it is a very good 
thing: Perry’s done a whale of a job for us. 


wham /hwem, wem/ exclamation infml used to 
suggest the sound of a sudden hit, or to signal that 
something sudden and unexpected happened © 
All of a sudden, wham, | couldn't leave my house, 
except to go to school. 


wharf /hwo:rf, wo:rf/ n [C] plwharves, wharfs a 
raised, level structure built beside the edge of the 
sea or a river, where ships can be tied and goods 
unloaded 


what QUESTION /hwat, wat, hwat, wat, hwat, 
wat/ pronoun, exclamation 1 used to introduce 
general questions © What did the teacher say? © 
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What is the capital of Nevada? 2 As an adjective, 
what can refer to people or things: What time is it? 
© | don’t know what children she was talking about. 
3 What may be used to show that you did not hear 
something and to ask that it be repeated: “Hum- 
phrey Jones called.” “What (was that)?” “I said 
Humphrey Jones called.” >» Usage: how or what? at 


HOW 


USAGE 

what 

People do say what when they have not heard 

what someone has said and want them to re- 

peat it, but it is more polite to say excuse me, 

| beg your pardon, pardon, or pardon me. 
“It’s ten o'clock.” “Pardon?” “I said it’s ten 
o’clock.” 


THAT WHICH /hwat, wat, hwat, wat, hwat, wat/ 
pronoun the thing which; that which © / really 
didn't know what to say. © What annoyed me was 
her attitude. © | hope you like the sweater — it’s what 
you asked for. 


OPINION /hwat, wat, hwat, wat, hwat, wat/ pro- 
noun used to introduce your opinion © “She can’t 
come.” “What a pity (= |am sorry to hear that)!” 


IDIOMS with what 


e what about used for asking for an opinion about 
something © What about Laurie — should we invite 
her? 

e what do you know used for expressing surprise 
O Well, what do you know? The flight arrived on time. 
ewhat do you say infmi used for making a sug- 
gestion © What do you say we sell the car? 

e what for used for questioning the purpose of or 
reason for an action or plan 0 “We really need a 
bigger car.” “What for? The one we have seems big 
enough to me.” 

ewhat if used for asking what action to take if a 
particular thing should happen © What if our plane 
is delayed and we can't make the connection? 

e what makes someone tick the reason you behave 
as you do O I've never been able to understand what 
makes him tick. 

ewhat on earth used for showing surprise © What 
on earth is going on in there? 

ewhat someone says goes, whatever someone says 
goes whatever a particular person says must be 
obeyed © | don’t agree with the boss either, but what 
he says goes. 

ewhat the heck used for showing anger or sur- 
prise © What the heck are you doing to my car? 

e what's eating someone infml used for asking what 
is worrying or annoying someone © What's eating 
Bobby? He hasn't said anything all night. 

ewhat’s more more importantly © The decorations 
were beautiful and, what’s more, the kids made them 
themselves. 

ewhat's the matter used for asking someone if 
there is a problem © You look worried — what's the 
matter? 

ewhat’s up infm/ used for asking how someone is 
doing or how the person has been spending time 
© “Hi, Chuck, what’s up?” “Nothing much.” 
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whatchamacallit /‘hwatJ-a-ma,ko:lat, 'wat)-, 
‘hwatf-, 'watf-/ n [C] (used when you cannot re- 
member or do not know the name of something) 
an object © My whatchamacallit is broken — the 
thing that controls the oven temperature. 


whatever SOMETHING UNKNOWN /hwat'ev: 
ar, waAt-, hwat-, wat-/ pronoun something whose 
particular nature or type you do not know © What- 
ever happens, you'll be all right. © You seem to criti- 
cize me whatever | do. 


ANYTHING /hwat'ev:ar, wat-, hwat-, wat-/ pronoun 
anything or everything © Give him whatever he 
wants. 


NOT IMPORTANT WHAT /hwat'ev-or, wat-, hwat-, 
wat-/ adv [not gradable] used to say that some- 
thing is not important or makes no difference © 
“Can | dress casually or do | have to dress up?” 
“Whatever.” 


what's /hwats, wats, hwats, wats/ contraction of 
what is or what has © What’s (= What is) that stuff 
on your forehead? © They want a list of what’s (= 
what has) been stolen. 


whatsoever /,hwat-sou'ev-ar, ,wat-, ,hwat-, 
,wat-/, whatever adv [not gradable] used after a 
negative phrase to add emphasis to the idea that 
is being expressed © He has no respect for authority 
whatsoever. 


wheat /hwi:t, wi:t/ n [U] a plant whose yellow- 
brown grain is used for making flour, or the grain 
itself 


wheedle /‘hwi:d-4l, 'wi:d-/ v [I/T] to try to per- 
suade someone to do something or to give you 
something by using your charm and by repeatedly 
asking in a way that would make refusal embar- 
rassing © [T always + adv/prep] He wasn’t going to 
tell me but | wheedled it out of him. 


wheel ROUND OBJECT /hwi:l, wi:l/ n [C] 1 a cir- 
cular object, connected at the center to a bar, that 
is used for making vehicles or parts of machines 
move © the wheel of a bicycle 2 The wheel refers to 
a STEERING WHEEL (= wheel in a vehicle that you 
turn to make the vehicle go left or right): / never 
feel safe with Richard behind the wheel (= driving). 
© Would you mind taking the wheel (= driving) for 
a couple of hours? 
wheel /hwi:l, wi:l/ v [T always + adv/prep] to 
push or pull an object with wheels under it © She 
was wheeling a Stroller in the park. 

CHANGE DIRECTION /hwi:l, wi:l/ v [I always + adv/ 
prep] to turn around quickly © She wheeled around 
and slapped his face. 


wheelbarrow /‘hwi:| bzr-ou, 'wi:l-/ n [C] a 
movable container with a wheel at the front and 
two handles at the back, used esp. for moving 
building materials and in gardening 


wheelchair /‘hwi:l-tfer, 'wi:l-, -tJzer/ n [C] a 
chair on wheels that people who are unable to 
walk use for moving around 


wheeling and dealing » [U] an attempt to 
make a deal or get an advantage by using com- 
plicated and sometimes dishonest or unfair meth- 


whereabouts 


ods © There was a lot of behind-the-scenes political 
wheeling and dealing going on. 


wheeze /hwi:z, wi:z/ v [I] to make a noise while 
breathing because of some breathing difficulty © 
Since | started exercising regularly, | no longer 
wheeze when | run for a train. 


when AT WHAT TIME /hwen, wen, hwen, wan/ 
conjunction, adv [not gradable] at what time; at 
the time at which © When is supper going to be 
ready? © When did the American Civil War begin? © 
| was just getting into the shower when the phone 
rang. 

CONSIDERING THAT /hwen, wen, hwan, wan/ con- 
junction considering the fact that © / can’t really call 
myself a vegetarian when | eat fish. 


USAGE San fs ae al ‘Te 
when or if? 
In conditional sentences when is used to de- 


scribe a situation that is always true or a situa- 
tion that you are sure will happen in the future. 
| always get migraines when it’s this hot. 
When | finish school, I’m going to go to 
college. 
If is used to describe a possible situation. 
It would be better for the environment if 
everyone went by bicycle. 
it-would-be-betterforthe-environment-when 
everyone-went-by-bieycle: 


ALTHOUGH /hwen, wen, hwan, wan/ conjunction 
despite the fact that © He says he hasn‘t got any 
money when the truth is he’s got plenty. 


whenever EVERYTIME /hwen'ev-ar, wen-, 
hwan-, wan-/ conjunction every or any time © I’m 
embarrassed whenever | think about it. © | try to let 
the kids out to play whenever possible. 


NOT IMPORTANT WHEN /hwen'ev: ar, wen-, 
hwan-, wan-/ conjunction, adv [not gradable] used 
to say that the time something is done is not im- 
portant or makes no difference © “Will it be okay if 
we meet tomorrow instead of today?” “Sure, 
whenever. ” 


where /hwer, wer, hweer, weer/ conjunction, adv 
[not gradable] 1 to, at, or in what place © Where 
did she go to college? © | forget where | put the car 
keys. © | read it somewhere — | don’t know where (= 
the exact place). 2 Where can be used to mean at 
what stage: You reach a point where you just want 
to get the thing finished. 


IDIOMS with where 


ewhere someone is coming from the feelings 
someone has that cause that person to have a par- 
ticular opinion © | don’t agree with you entirely, but 
| understand where you‘re coming from. 

ewhere to turn what to do or whom to ask for 
help © She had no money and didn’t know where to 
turn for help. 0 Compare WHICH WAY TO TURN at 
WHICH IDIOMS 


whereabouts /‘hwer-9,bavts, ‘wer-, 'hwer-, 
'weer-/ pl nthe place where a person or thing Is © 
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whereas 


Moreno’s whereabouts are unknown, but some peo- 
ple think he is in Panama. 

whereabouts /'hwer-a,bauts, 'wer-, 'hwer-, 
‘weer-/ adv [not gradable] in what place; where © 
Whereabouts is your office? 


whereas © /hwer'zz, wer-, hwer-, weer-/ con- 
junction compared with the fact that; but © In Los 
Angeles, a chief cause of this pollution is paved-road 
dust, whereas in San Diego, it’s smoke from fire- 
places. 


whereby © /hwer'bat, wer-, hweer-, weer-/ con- 
junction by which way or method © They’ve set up 
a plan whereby you can spread the cost over several 
months. 


wherein /hwer'tn, wer-, hweer-, weer-/ conjunc- 
tion in which, or in which part © The industry will 
have a situation wherein many companies will be un- 
able to afford to stay in business. 


whereupon /‘hwer-s,pan, ‘wer-, ‘hwer-, 
'wer-, -3,po:n/ conjunction immediately after 
which © We went home for coffee, whereupon Viv 
became violently ill. 


wherever /hwer'ev: ar, wer-, hwzr-, weer-/ con- 
junction, adv [not gradable] 1 to or in any or every 
place © We can go wherever you like. 2 Wherever 
can also mean in all types of situations: We try to 
save money wherever possible, for instance by using 
coupons when we buy groceries. 


wherewithal /‘hwer-wi ool, 'wer-, ‘hweer-, 
'wer-, -,89:I/ n [U] the money necessary for a par- 
ticular purpose © Most people don’t have the where- 
withal to hire the best lawyers. 


whet IDIOM /hwet, wet/ 
ewhet your appetite 1 to make you hungry © The 
smell of the turkey roasting on Thanksgiving always 
whets my appetite. 2 fig. If something you experi- 
ence whets your appetite, it increases your interest 
in it or desire for it: | read a short story he wrote, 
and it whetted my appetite for more. 


whether /‘hweé-er, 'wed-/ conjunction (used to 
refer to one or more possibilities or to express un- 
certainty) if © | didn’t know whether he was too busy 
or (whether) he just didn’t want to see me. 0 | wasn’t 
sure whether (or not) you'd like it. 


IDIOM with whether 


e whether or not used for saying that it is not im- 
portant which of two possibilities is true 0 Whether 
or not you like it, I’m going out tonight. © Whether 
he wants to or not, he’ll have to clean his room. 


whew, phew /hju:, fju:/ exclamation an expres- 
sion that shows you are surprised, tired, or RE- 
LIEVED (= happy that something worrying you is 
not going to happen) 


which QUESTION /hwitJ, witJ/ pronoun, adj [not 
gradable] (used in questions and statements hav- 
ing a limited number of possibilities) what one or 
ones © Which train do you want to take — the one in 
the morning or the one in the afternoon? © She had 
trouble deciding which of her dresses to wear to the 
party. © She speaks Spanish or Portuguese, but I’ve 
forgotten which. 
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USED TO REFER /hwitJ, wit J/ pronoun used to show 
what particular thing is being referred to © /t was 
a Subject which he had never thought much about. 
O The club to which he belonged had just become 
too expensive. 


USAGE e i 
which, who, or that? 
Use who to refer to a person. 


That boy who is wearing the red coat is called 
Paul. 


That my ats : 
called Patt: 
Use that to refer to either a person or a thing. 
The information that you provide must be 
accurate. 
Isn’t she the woman that you met yesterday? 
In some sentences, you can omit that. 
This is the shirt | bought yesterday. 
Use which to refer to a thing, but not a person. 
The restaurant which is next to the pub is 
really good. 
ri 1 ete ; bj F 
geod: 
That is used to introduce a phrase giving nec- 
essary information in a sentence. Which is usu- 
ally used to introduce a phrase giving extra 
information in a sentence. 
Jeanne is the girl that I love. 
Jeanne, which is my girlfriend’s name, is 
sitting across the room. 
You must also use which, not that, after a prep- 
osition when talking about a thing. 
Seal the envelope in which you have placed 
the documents. 


i Tee 


ADDS INFORMATION /hwitJ, witJ/ pronounused to 
add extra information about something men- 
tioned earlier, in writing following a comma © She 
said it would be done by March, which | doubt. © The 
training, for which you will be paid, takes four weeks. 


IDIOMS with which 


ewhich is which each person or thing separately 
© The twins look so much alike I’m surprised anyone 
can tell which is which. 

ewhich way to turn what to do or whom to ask 
for help © Economic uncertainty left many companies 
not knowing which way to turn. 0 Compare WHERE 
TO TURN at WHERE IDIOMS 


whichever /hwitJ'ev-er, witJ-/ pronoun, adj 
[not gradable] used to say that among various pos- 
sibilities, there is no important difference or that 
you are free to choose the one you like 0 We can 
go either Thursday or Friday, whichever is best for 
you. © Taxpayers could take their choice between the 
standard deduction and itemizing, and use which- 
ever produced a better result. © It’s going to be ex- 
pensive whichever way you do it. 


whiff /hwif, wif/ n [C] a smell that you notice 
briefly © / got a whiff of perfume as she walked by. 
O (fig.) A whiff of scandal was in the air. 
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Whig /hwig, wig/ n[C] 1 US history an Ameri- 
can during the Revolutionary War who wanted in- 
dependence from Britain. 0 Compare LOYALIST 2 
US history A Whig is also a member of a political 
party in the United States in the early 19th century 
that believed CONGRESS LAW MAKERS should have 
more power than the president and that sup- 
ported business and economic development. 3 
world history A Whig is also a member of a po- 
litical party in Britain from the 17th to the 19th 
century which wanted to limit the power of the 
king and queen. 


while LENGTH OF TIME /hwail, wail/ n [U] a 
length of time © He only had to wait a short while. 
0 It was a while before any waiter took their order. © 
That happened a while ago (= did not happen re- 
cently). © | haven't seen him for a while (= a long 
time). © She’s getting dressed, and she'll be ready in 
just a little while (= soon). 

DURING /hwail, wail/ conjunction during the time 
that, or at the same time as © | read it while you 
were drying your hair. 0 “I’m going to the post of- 
fice.” “While you’re there can you get me some 
stamps?” 


ALTHOUGH /hwail, wail/ conjunction despite the 
fact that; although © While | know he’s not perfect, 
I do like him. 


BUT /hwail, wail/ conjunction compared with the 
fact that; but © Tom is very outgoing, while Ken's shy 
and quiet. 


PHRASAL VERB with while 


ewhile away something [M] to spend time in a 
relaxed way, sometimes when waiting for some- 
thing else to happen © / used to knit a lot when | 
was pregnant just to while away the time. 


whim /hwim, wim/ n[C] a sudden desire or idea 
© The whims of rock stars can be hard to satisfy. 


whimper /‘hwim-per, '‘wim-/ v [I] to cry, mak- 
ing small, weak sounds © She whimpered 
pathetically. 

whimper /‘hwim-per, 'wim-/ n [C] © There 
wasn’t a whimper of complaint from anyone. 


whimsical /‘hwim-zi-kal, '‘wim-/ adj 1 unusual 
and using imagination © The songs have a whim- 
sical charm. 2 Whimsical also describes actions that 
change suddenly and for no obvious reason: Un- 
fortunately, his decisions are often whimsical. 


whimsy /‘hwim-zi, 'wim-/ n [C/U] something 
playful and amusing © [U] The second book is as full 
of happy whimsy as the first. 


whine /hwain, wain/ v [I] to make a high, com- 
plaining sound, or to complain continually © /f you 
don’t stop whining, we won't go at all! 
whine /hwain, wain/ n [C usually sing] © (fig.) 
The whine of Tracey's hair dryer wakes me every 
morning. 


whinny /‘hwin-i, 'win-i/ v [I] (of a horse) to 
make a soft sound, like a gentle NEIGH 


whip strRAP /hwip, wip/ n [C] a piece of leather 
or rope fastened to a stick, used to train and con- 
trol animals or, esp. in the past, to hit people © The 
trainer cracked his whip, and the lions sat ina circle. 


whirlwind 


whip /hwip, wip/ v[T] -pp- © (fig.) Dallas whipped 
Buffalo 52 to 17 (= beat them by this score). 
whipping /‘hwip-1n, 'wip-/ n[C] a beating, esp. 
with a whip 

MOVE QUICKLY /hwip, wip/ v [always + adv/prep] 
-pp- to bring or take (something) quickly, or to 
move quickly 0 [M] They whipped my plate away 
before I’d even finished. © [M] Bill whipped out his 
harmonica. © [\] The wind whipped around the cor- 
ner of the building. 

BEAT FOOD /hwip, wip/ v [T] -pp- to beat cream, 
eggs, potatoes, etc., with a special utensil in order 
to make it thick and soft © / still need to whip the 
cream for the pie. 

POLITICS /hwip, wip/ n[C] an elected representa- 
tive of a political party in a LEGISLATURE whose job 
is to gather support from other LEGISLATORS (= law 
makers)for particular legislation and to encourage 
them to vote the way their party wants them to 


IDIOM with whip 


ewhip someone or something into something to 
make someone behave in a particular way © He 
whipped the crowd into a frenzy. 


PHRASAL VERBS with whip 


ewhip up someone/something CAUSE EMOTION 
[M] to cause or encourage a strong feeling or re- 
action in someone or something © | couldn’t whip 
up any enthusiasm for the assignment. 

ewhip something up MAKE SOMETHING [M] to 
make something very quickly © He whipped up a 
really good dinner. 


whiplash /‘hwip-leJ, '‘wip-/ n [U] a neck injury 
caused by a sudden movement forward and back 
of the head, as in a car accident 


whipping boy n[(C] someone who is blamed 
or punished for the faults and mistakes of others 


whir /hw3r, w3r/, whirr v [I] -rr- (esp. of ma- 
chines) to make a soft, continuous sound like a 
wheel turning very quickly © / could hear the dish- 
washer whirring in the kitchen. 
whir /hw3r, w3r/ n[C usually sing] © There was a 
whir of wings as the ducks rose up into the air. 


whirl /hw3rl, warl/ v [1/T] to cause something to 
spin © [I] The wind came up and the snow began to 
whirl around us. 
whirl /hwarl, warl/ n [C] © The dance was an ex- 
citing, dizzy whirl. 


whirlpool CIRCULAR CURRENT /‘hw3rl-pu:l, 
'‘warl-/ n [C] water that moves in a powerful, cir- 
cular current, sucking into its center anything that 
floats near it 

POOL WITH CURRENTS /‘hw3rl-pu:l, 'warl-/ n [C] 
an artificial pool with currents of water flowing 
through it 0 Some health clubs have whirlpools and 
steam rooms. 


whirlwind sTorM /‘hw3rl-wind, ‘warl-/ n [C] 
1 a storm with strong winds that move in a circle 
2 People sometimes use whirlwind to describe a 
situation that happens suddenly and that is full‘of 
lots of quickly changing or confusing activity: The 
film created a whirlwind of controversy. 
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HAPPENING QUICKLY /‘hwarl-wind, '‘warl-/ adj 
[not gradable] happening or developing very 
quickly © a whirlwind tour 


whisk REMOVE /hwisk, wisk/ v [T always + adv/ 
prep] to take away or remove something or some- 
one quickly © A limo whisked us off to dinner. © The 
horse whisked flies from its back with its tail. 


BEAT FOOD /hwisk, wisk/ v[T] to beat eggs, cream, 
or other liquid with a utensil that adds air to the 
food, making it light © Whisk the vanilla into the 
batter. 
whisk /hwisk, wisk/ n [C] a wire kitchen utensil 
that you use for beating a mixture 


whisker /‘hwis-kar, 'wis-/ n[C] one of the long, 
stiff hairs that grow near the mouth of a cat, 
mouse, or other mammal © The cat carefully 
cleaned the milk off its whiskers. 


whiskers /‘hwis-karz, 'wis-/ pin the hair that 
grows on a man’s face; BEARD 


whiskey, whisky /‘hwis-ki, 'wis-/ n [C/U] a 
strong, pale brown, alcoholic drink made from 
grain 


whisper /‘hwis-par, ‘wis-/ v [I/T] to say some- 
thing very quietly, using the breath but not the 
voice © [I] What are you girls whispering about? 
whisper /'hwis-par, ‘wis-/ n[C] © They spoke in 
whispers, not wanting anyone to hear them. 


whistle /‘hwis-al, 'w1s-/ v [I/T] to make a musi- 
cal sound by forcing the breath through a small 
passage between the lips or through a special de- 
vice © [I] | whistled to my dog and she came running 
back. © [I] (fig.) The wind whistled through the trees. 
whistle /‘hwts-al, 'wis-/ n [C] 1 / lay in bed and 
listened to the whistles of trains across the river. 2 A 
whistle is also a device that makes a loud, high 
sound when you blow into it. 


whistle-blower n [C] a person who tells 
someone in authority about something illegal that 
is happening, esp. in a business or government 


white COLOR /hwart, wait/ adj, n [C/U] 1 (of) a 
color like that of snow, milk, or bone © white hair 
© a white shirt © [C] We used a bright white on the 
ceilings. 2 The white of an egg is the part of an egg 
that becomes white when cooked. 
whiten /‘hwait:?n, 'wait-/ v [I/T] to make some- 
thing whiter, or to become whiter © [T] This tooth- 
paste is supposed to whiten your teeth. 

PALE SKIN /hwait, wait/ adj [-er/-est only] belong- 
ing to arace whose skin is pale in color; CAUCASIAN 
© There were many white faces in the crowd. 


WORD FAMILY white 


Nouns white Verbs whiten 


Adjectives white 


white blood cell n [C] biology a cell in the 
blood that has no red color and is involved in fight- 
ing infection © Compare RED BLOOD CELL 


whitecaps /‘hwait-keps, ‘wart-/ p/n waves 
blown by the wind that are white at their tops 
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white-collar adj [not gradable] connected 
with a job in an office O These days, few white-collar 
workers actually wear white shirts. O Compare BLUE- 
COLLAR 


white flag n [C] a white cloth that is a symbol 
of defeat or of giving up on something 


White House n [U] the official home and of- 
fices of the president of the US © The White House 
has scheduled a news conference. 


white lie n[C] a lie that is about a subject that 
is not very important, or one that is told to be po- 
lite or kind 


white meat n [U] meat, usually from a bird, 
that is light in color when cooked © Compare RED 
MEAT 


White Pages p/ na book that lists the names, 
addresses, and telephone numbers of the people 
and businesses in a city or area©O Compare YELLOW 
PAGES 


whitewash /‘hwait-waf, 'watt-, -wa:f/ n[C/U] 
T paint made from water and white powder which 
is used esp. on walls and ceilings 2 A whitewash is 
something that hides a wrong or illegal action: [C] 
He called the report a whitewash. 
whitewash /‘hwait-waf, 'wait-, -wo:f/ v [T] o 
whitewashed houses O He’s whitewashing the fence. 


white water, whitewater /‘hwait,wo:t-ar, 

'wait-, -,wat-or/ n [U] water in a river that flows 
quickly and has a lot of bubbles © white-water 
rafting 


whittle /‘hwit-4l, 'wit-/ v[I/T] to slice thin pieces 
from a piece of wood, or to form something from 
wood by slicing pieces off it © [1] He likes to whittle. 


IDIOM with whittle 


ewhittle away (at) something, whittle something 
down to gradually make something smaller or less 
important © We've whittled away at our debts. © By 
halftime their lead had been whittled down to two 
points. 


whiz EXPERT /hwiz, wiz/n[C] infm/a person with 
a very high level of skill or knowledge in a partic- 
ular area © Everyone knows at least one computer 
whiz. © Jo was one of those whiz kids who are mil- 
lionaires by the time they're 25. 


MOVE FAST /hwiz, wiz/ v [I always + adv/prep] -zz- 
to move very fast © He whizzed through the job but 
made lots of mistakes. 


who ASKING /hu:/ pronounused esp. in questions 
to ask which person or people, or to ask someone’s 
name © Who did this? 0 Who’s she? O USAGE: In 
formal speech or writing, “whom” is the form of 
“who” used when it is the object of a verb or 
preposition. 

ADDING INFORMATION /hu:/ pronoun used as the 
subject or object of a verb when referring to a par- 
ticular person or when adding information about 
a person just mentioned © The other people who 
live in the house are really friendly. © This is Frank, 
who | told you about. © USAGE: In formal speech or 
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writing, “whom” is the form of “who” used when 
it is the object of a verb or preposition. >» Usage: 
which, who, or that? at WHICH USED TO REFER 


IDIOMS with who 


ewho cares used for showing you are not inter- 
ested in something © “There’s a dorm meeting to- 
night.” “Who cares?” 

ewho needs something used for saying you do not 
want something © More junk mail! Who needs it? 
ewho would have thought used for showing sur- 
prise at a piece of information © She’s written two 
novels since graduating? Who’d have thought? 


whoa /hwou, wou/ exclamation used to tell a per- 
son or a horse to stop or slow down, or to express 
surprise 0 Whoa! Not so fast. 


who'd /hu:d/ contraction of who would or who 
had © Who’d (= Who would) have thought we’d be 
married for this long? © It’s about a boy who’d (= 
who had) been around the world. 


whodunit /hu: 'dan-at/ n[C] infmia story, book, 
or movie about a mystery and its solution 


whoever PERSON /hu: ‘ev-ar/ pronoun the per- 
son who © Whoever broke the window will have to 
pay for it. © USAGE: In formal speech or writing, 
“whomever” is the form of “whoever” used when 
it is the object of a verb or preposition. 


ANYONE /hu: 'ev-ar/ pronoun any person who © The 
picketers were shouting at whoever entered the build- 
ing. © Whoever they are, | don’t want to see them! 
© USAGE: In formal speech or writing, “whomever” 
is the form of “whoever” used when it is the object 
of a verb or preposition. 


WHAT PERSON /hu:'ev-ar/ pronoun (used in place 
of who for emphasis in questions) what person or 
persons © Whoever would believe such a ridiculous 
story? 


whole /houl/ adj [not gradable] 1 all of some- 
thing; the full amount © Painting the two rooms will 
take the whole day. © He cooked a meal for the whole 
school. 2 Whole can also mean in one piece: You 
can eat the fruit whole or cut it up. 3 infmi Whole 
can also be used to emphasize something: !’ve got 
a whole lot to do this afternoon. 
whole /houl/ n [C/U] all of the parts of something 
considered together as one thing, or all of some- 
thing © [C] Two halves make a whole. © [U] She'll 
be away the whole of next month. 
wholly /‘houl-li/ adv completely © | didn’t think 
her explanation was wholly truthful. 


USAGE A ae [as rh 
the whole or the whole of? 
No preposition is necessary after whole when 
it is followed by a general word or phrase. 
| lived in Germany for the whole year. 
The preposition “of” is needed before a more 
particular word or phrase. 
| lived in Germany for the whole of 1999. 
Hived-in-Germany forthe whole1999. 


whom 


WORD FAMILY whole 


Nouns whole Adjectives whole 
wholesome 


unwholesome 


Adverbs wholly 


IDIOMS with whole 


ethe whole bit, the whole shebang, the whole 
thing everything related to an activity or idea © 
He’s got a fancy stove, gourmet cookware, the whole 
shebang. © | fell asleep and missed the whole thing. 
eon the whole generally © On the whole, | prefer 
classical music. 


wholehearted /'hou! 'hart:ad/ adj completely 
enthusiastic © /’d like to thank all of you for your 
wholehearted support of this event. 


whole note n [C] music a note that is typically 
played for four times the length of a QUARTER 
NOTE » Picture: notation 


whole number n [C] mathematics a num- 
ber, suchas 1, 17, or 3126, that has no FRACTIONS 
and does not contain a DECIMAL POINT; an 
INTEGER 


wholesale SELLING /‘houl-serl/ n [UJ] the activ- 
ity of selling goods, usually in large amounts, to 
businesses which then sell them to the public © 
Compare RETAIL 
wholesale /‘houl-serl/ adj, adv [not gradable] © 
wholesale prices © Do you sell wholesale? 
wholesaler /'houl ser-lar/ n [C] 

COMPLETE /'houl-serl/ adj involving everyone or 
everything; complete © What the system needs is 
wholesale reform. 


wholesome /‘houl-sam/ adj good for you, and 
likely to benefit you physically, morally, or emo- 
tionally © Wholesome food helps keep you healthy. 
© This movie is wholesome family entertainment. 


whole step n [C) music the largest difference 
in sound between two notes that are next to each 
other in a musical SCALE (= series of notes) 


whole wheat adj [not gradable] made from 
whole grains of wheat © whole wheat bread 


who'll /hu:!/ contraction of who will © Who'll be 
at your party? 


whom ADDING INFORMATION /hu:m/ pronoun 
used as the object of a verb or after a preposition 
when referring to a particular person or when add- 
ing information about a person just mentioned © 
The Kenyans have three runners in the race, any of 
whom could win. © He took out a photo of his son, 
whom he adores. 


USAGE 
who or whom? 
The pronoun whom is very formal and most 
people use who instead. 
Who did you invite? 
Whom is often used after a preposition. 


The manager submitted a list of workers, one 
of whom was African-American. > 
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whomever 


Some people avoid using whom by putting the 
preposition toward the end of the sentence 
and using who instead, especially in speech 
and in less formal writing. 

Who did you go out with last night? 

With whom did you go out last night? 


ASKING /hu:m/ pronoun used esp. in questions as 
the object of a verb or after a preposition, when 
asking which person or people, or when asking 
what someone’s name is © Of whom can it truly be 
said that they have never been dishonest? 


whomever /hu:'mev-ar/ pronoun WHOEVER © 
Give it to whomever you please. © USAGE: In infor- 
mal speech and writing, “whoever” is more often 
used. “Whomever” is more often used immedi- 
ately after prepositions than in other positions. 


whoop /hu:p, hup, hwu:p, hwup/ v [I/T] to 
shout loudly and in an excited way © [I] / was so 
ogee it was hard not to whoop out loud. 
whoop /hu:p, hup, hwu:p, hwup/ n [C] © Jake 
let out a whoop of triumph. 


IDIOM with whoop 


e whoop it up to enjoy yourself in a noisy and en- 
thusiastic way © The crowd whooped it up when he 
made a hole in one. 


whoops /hwups, wups, wu:ps/ exclamation 
OOPS 


whopper /‘hwap-ar, 'wap-/ n [C] infmi 1 some- 
thing that is much bigger than the usual size O Your 
monthly payment is a whopper. 2 A whopper is also 
a big lie: Fishermen are supposed to tell the biggest 
whoppers. 
whopping /‘hwap-1n, 'wap-/ adj infml © The 
mayor was elected by a whopping majority. 


who're /hu:-ar, hur/ contraction of who are © The 
film begins with a young couple, who're just about 
to get married. 


who's /hu:z/ contraction of who is or who has © 
Who's (= Who is) coming over tonight? © This is Bob, 
who's (= who has) kept our software running. 


whose /hu:z/ pronoun 1 used to ask which per- 
son owns or is responsible for something, or to say 
who is responsible for something © Whose bag is 
this? O | don’t care whose fault it is. 2 Sometimes 
whose refers to a thing, not a person: That’s the 
house whose kitchen is painted purple. 


who've /hu:v/ contraction of who have © | know 
people who've found homes on the Internet. 


why /hwar, wai/ conjunction, adv [not gradable] 
for what reason 0 Why do you like living in Paris? o 
She'll ask why you don’t have your homework. 


IDIOM with why 


ewhy not 1 used for making a suggestion © If 
you‘re so unhappy, why not leave? 2 Why not is also 
used for expressing agreement: “Do you want Ital- 
ian food tonight?” “Sure, why not.” 


wick /wik/ n[C] a piece of string in the center of 
a candle, or a similar part of a light, which supplies 
fuel to a flame 


N 
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wicked /'wik-ad/ adj 1 morally wrong and bad 
O He was a wicked, ruthless, and dishonest man. 2 
Wicked can also mean slightly bad, but in an at- 
tractive way: She has a wicked sense of humor. 3 
slang Wicked also means extreme: The demands of 
fund-raising are wicked. 


wicker /'wik-ar/ adj [not gradable] made of very 
thin pieces of wood twisted together © a wicker 
basket 


wide FAR FROM SIDE TO SIDE /waid/ adj[-er/-est 
only] 1 far from one side to the other, esp. in com- 
parison with length from top to bottom, or being 
a particular distance across © a wide window © a 
wide yard © The bay is 15 miles wide here. 2 Wide 
open spaces are land with no buildings on it. © 
Related noun: WIDTH 
widen /'waid-n/ v [I/T] © [I] After it passes 
through town, the road widens. 

MANY OR MUCH /waid/ adj [-er/-est only] covering 
a large area, or including many types of things © 
They sell a wide range of skin-care products. © The 
candidate has wide support (= the support of many 


peony 

widely /'ward:li/ adv by many © French was 
widely spoken there. 
widen /'waid-®n/ v [I/T] © [T] Let’s widen the dis- 
cussion by listening to people with other points of 
view. 

COMPLETELY /waid/ adv [-er/-est only] to the 
greatest degree possible; completely © / was wide 
awake. © The dentist said, “Open wide.” 

WORD FAMILY wide 
width Verbs widen 


Adverbs wide 
widely 


Nouns 


Adjectives wide 


IDIOM with wide 


ewide open to something, wide open for some- 
thing likely to be influenced by something © I’m 
wide open to suggestions. 


widespread © /'waid'spred/ adj existing or 
happening in many places or among many people 
© Minnesota has experienced widespread flooding. 


widow /'‘wid-ou/ n [C] a woman whose husband 
has died and who has not married again 
widower /'wid-a-war/ n [C] a man whose wife 
has died and who has not married again 
widowed /'wid-oud/ adj [not gradable] having 
lost a husband or wife through death 0 My wid- 
owed uncle lives upstairs. 


width /wite, wide/ n [C/U] the distance across 
something from one side to the other © [C] The 
shoes are available in three widths. © Related adjec- 
tive: WIDE DISTANT FROM SIDE TO SIDE © Com- 
pare LENGTH DISTANCE 


wield /wi:ld/ v[T] to have or use power, author- 
ity, or influence, or to hold and use a weapon © 
Under the new city charter, the mayor wields most 
of the power. 


wife /waif/ n [C] pi wives the woman to whom a 
man is married; a married woman © Compare 
HUSBAND 
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will 


Wi-Fi /‘war'fai/ n (U] trademark a method of con- 
necting a computer to the INTERNET or to another 
computer without using wires © The mayor said his 
administration would look at making Wi-Fi available 
citywide at little or no charge. 


Wig /wig/ n [C] a covering of hair that can be 
removed and is worn on the head to hide a lack 
of hair or to cover your own hair © a blond wig © 
Compare TOUPEE 


wiggle /'wig-al/ v[I/T] to move up and down or 
from side to side with small, quick movements, or 
to cause this to happen © [T] He wiggled the handle 
but nothing happened. 
wiggle /'wig:al/ n [C] © The little boy gave his 
loose tooth a wiggle. 


Wigwam /'wig-wam/ n [C] a cone-shaped tent 
made and lived in, esp. in the past, by American 
Indians in the eastern US 


wiki /‘wik-i/ n[C] a place on the INTERNET where 
anyone can add new information, or change in- 
formation that is already there 0 However, staffers 
who need to regularly update content prefer a wiki 
because it is simple to use and edit. 


wild NATURAL /waild/ adj, adv [-er/-est only] liv- 
ing or growing independently of people, in natural 
conditions, and with natural characteristics O wild 
turkeys © These herbs grow wild. 
wild /waild/ n [U] places that have few towns or 
roads, are difficult to get to, and lack conveniences 
Oo In Kenya we saw elephants and lions in the wild. 


NOT CONTROLLED /waild/ adj [-er/-est only] 1 ex- 
treme or violent and not controlled © He led a wild 
life. 0 When | told him what I'd done, he went wild 
(= became angry). © I'll make a wild guess (= one 
not based on careful thought). 2 slang Wild also 
means excellent, special, or unusual: The music 
they play is just wild. 3 Your wildest dreams are 
your hopes or thoughts about the best things that 
could happen in your future: Never in my wildest 
dreams did | think I’d win. 
wildly /'wail-dli/ adv © He danced wildly for hours. 
wild /warld/ adv [-er/-est only] © The teacher left 
the room, and the kids ran wild (= were not 
controlled). 


WORD FAMILY wild 
Nouns wild 


e 


Adverbs wildly 
Adjectives wild 


IDIOM with wild 


ewild about something to like something a lot © 
I'm not wild about apples. 


wild card ANY VALUE n [C] (in some card 
games) a card that can be used instead of any 
other © (fig.) Undecided voters are this election’s wild 
card. 

CHANCE TO PLAY rn [C] (in sports) an extra oppor- 
tunity to qualify for a CHAMPIONSHIP competition 


wilderness /'wil-dar-nas/ n[C usually sing] an 
area of land that has not been farmed or had 
towns and roads built on it, esp. because it is dif- 
ficult to live in as a result of its extremely cold or 


hot weather or bad earth © Large parts of Canada 
are still wilderness. 


wildfire /'waild-fair/ n [C] a powerful fire that 
burns out of control across a large area O Wildfires 
destroyed thousands of acres across Oregon. 


wildflower /‘waild flau-ar, -flaur/ n [C] any 
flower that grows without having been planted by 
people 


wildlife /‘waild-laif/ n (U] animals that live in- 

dependently of people, in natural conditions © 
Wildlife in the area includes deer, bears, and 
raccoons. 


wiles /wailz/ p/n skill and ways of tricking people 
into doing what you want © He'll need to use all his 
unusual methods and screwball wiles to complete his 
mission. © Related adjective: WILY 


will FUTURE /wil, wal/ modal verb will used only 
with the base forms of verbs when referring to the 
future © Claire will be five years old next month. © 
USAGE: The negative contraction is WON'T. © See 
also: SHALL 


INTENTION /wil, wal/ modal verb will, past simp. 
would used to express your intentions © This time 
| will learn from my mistakes. O USAGE: The negative 
contraction is WON'T. 


REQUEST /wil, wal/ modal verb will, past simp. would 
T used to ask or tell someone to do something © 
Will you give me her address, please? © You will do 
it because | said so! 2 Will can be used as a polite 
way of inviting someone to do something, or of 
offering someone something: Will you come in? © 
USAGE: The negative contraction is WON'T. 


CAN /wil, wal/ modal verb will, past simp. would 
used to refer to what is possible; to be able to do 
something © This car will seat six people comforta- 
bly, 0 USAGE: The negative contraction is WON'T. 


ACCEPTANCE /wil, wal/ modal verb will, past simp. 

would used to say that behavior which usually 
happens is acceptable because it is expected © 
Boys will be boys. 


MENTAL POWER /wil/ n [C/U] 1 the mental power 
used to control and direct your thoughts and ac- 
tions, or a determination to do something, despite 
any difficulties or opposition © [C] He'll need an iron 
will to stick to that diet. © [U] After six months in the 
hospital, she lost the will to live (= the desire and 
determination to stay alive). 2 Someone’s will is 
also what the person wants to happen: [U] / went 
there against my will. 
will /wil/ v [T] to try to make something happen 
by using your thoughts © She willed herself to re- 
main optimistic. 

DEATH PLAN /wil/ n [C] your official statement 
of what should be done with your money and 
property after you die © Your will isn’t valid until you 
sign it. 
ill /wil/ v [T] to officially arrange for someone 
to receive part or all of your money or property 
after your death © She willed the house to her 
brother. 


IDIOMS with will 


eat will when you want to © Some actors can cry 
at will. 
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ewill have used for referring to the past from a 
point in the future © By the time we get there, Jim 
will have left. 


willful /‘wil-fal/ adj (of something bad) done in- 
tentionally, or (of a person) determined to do ex- 
actly as you want, even if you know it is wrong © 
I think he showed a willful disregard for safety. 


willing /‘wil-19/ adj not opposed to doing some- 
thing; ready or eager to do something © If you’re 
willing to fly on Thursday you can get a cheaper 
ticket. 
willingly /'wil-19-li/ adv readily and enthusiasti- 
cally © | willingly babysit for my granddaughter. 
willingness /'wil-1n-nas/ n[U] 0 She shows a will- 
ingness to work hard. 


WORD FAMILY willing 
Nouns 


Adverbs 


willingness 
unwillingness 


willingly 
unwillingly 


Adjectives willing 


unwilling 


willow (tree) /'wil-ou (‘tri:)/ 7 [C] a tree that 
usually grows near water and has long, thin 
branches that hang down 


willowy /‘wil-a-wi/ adj (esp. of a woman) grace- 
ful and thin, with long arms and legs © a willowy 
figure 


willpower /'wil pau: ar/ n[U] the ability to con- 
trol your own thoughts and behavior, esp. in dif- 
ficult situations © Staying on a diet takes a lot of 
willpower. 


willy-nilly /,wil-i'nil-i/ adv [not gradable] sud- 
denly and without planning or order © Her words 
tumbled out all willy-nilly. 


wilt /wilt/ v [!] (of a plant) to become weak and 
begin to bend toward the ground, or (of a person) 
to become weaker, tired, or less confident © Put 
the flowers in water before they wilt. 


willy /'war-li/ adj quick to think of things, having 
a very good understanding of situations and pos- 
sibilities, and often willing to use tricks to achieve 
an aim © a wily hunter O Related noun: WILES 


wimp /wimp/ n [C] infml, disapproving a person 
who is not strong, brave, or confident © | always 
thought he was a wimp. 


win /win/ v [I/T] pres. part. winning, past won to 
defeat a competitor, or to achieve first position or 
get a prize in a competition © [I] Did they win last 
night? © [T] Our team won the game! 
win /win/ n [C] © It was the team’s sixth win this 
season. 
winner /'win-ar/ n[C] 1 The winner of this game 
will play Gigante in the semifinals. 2 infmi\n sports, 
a winner is also a goal or point that causes a person 
or a side to win a game: Eaves scored the winner in 
the final seconds of the game. 3 infm! A winner is 
also something that is extremely successful and 
popular: That chocolate cake was a winner. 
winning /'win-10/ adj 1 It’s nice to be on the win- 
ning side for a change! 2 \f someone has a winning 


smile or way of behaving, it is friendly and tends 
to make people like that person: I’m sure Anna, 
with her winning ways, can persuade him. 


USAGE ars ec | 
win or beat? 
You win a game or competition. 

Who do you think will win the football game? 
You beat a person or a team you are playing 
against. 

We beat both teams. 

We-worr-bothteans: 


WORD FAMILY win 


Nouns win 
winner 
winnings 


Adjectives winning 


Verbs win 


PHRASAL VERBS with win 


ewin out to succeed after a lot of difficulty o The 
more cautious approach won out. © Greed won out 
over principles. 

ewin someone over [M] to succeed in getting 
someone’s support or agreement, esp. when the 
person was previously opposed to you O He had 
some good ideas, but failed to win over Congress. 


wince /wins/ v [I] to tighten the muscles of the 
face briefly and suddenly in a show of pain, worry, 
or embarrassment © She cut her finger, but didn’t 
even wince. 
wince /wins/ n[C usually sing] © He sat down with 
a wince, rubbing his injured left knee. 


winch /wint{/ n [C] a machine that lifts heavy 
objects by turning a chain or rope around a tube- 
shaped device 
winch /wintJ/ v [T] © He winched the crate off the 
truck. 


wind MOVEMENT OF AIR /wind/ n [C/U] the 
movement of air outside, esp. when strong 
enough to be felt © [U] The wind is so strong that 
it’s hard to keep an umbrella up. © [C] We expect 
light winds from the west today. 
windy /'win-di/ adj © It will be wet and windy for 
most of the week. 


BREATH /wind/ n [U] breath or the ability to 
breathe © She ran so hard that it took her a few 
seconds to get her wind (back) before she could 
speak. 

winded /'win-dad/ adj having difficulty breath- 
ing, usually because you have just done some 
physical activity that caused you to breathe too 
quickly © He was overweight and out of shape, and 
he got winded easily. 


TWIST /waind/ v [I/T] past wound 1 to twist some- 
thing around something else or turn something in 
a circle © [T] She wound the string around the spool. 
2 To wind a mechanical device is to cause it to 
work by turning a key or handle. 


TURN /waind/ v [I always + adv/prep] past wound 
(of a road, path, or river) to follow a route that 
turns repeatedly in different directions 0 The river 
winds through the valley. 
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wink 


winding /'wain-din/ adj © a winding road 
PHRASAL VERBS with wind 


ewind down (something) [M] to end gradually or 
in stages, or to cause something to end in this way 
© The storm finally began to wind down after four 
hours of heavy rain. 0 Temple University is winding 
down its 14th consecutive losing season. 

ewind up (something) FINISH [M] to end some- 
thing © We should be able to wind (things) up by 10 
o’clock. 

ewind up BECOME to come to be in a particular 
situation or condition, esp. a bad one © /f you aren't 
careful lifting weights, you could wind up hurting 
yourself. 


windchill /‘wind-tfil, 'win-/ n [U] the effect 
that wind has on how cold the air feels © /t’s 15 
degrees outside, but with the windchill factor it feels 
like minus five. 


‘windfall /'wind-fo:l/ n [C] an amount of money 
that you receive unexpectedly © The Belridge 
School, after receiving a financial windfall, purchased 
computers for all students and teachers. 


‘wind instrument n [C] a musical instrument 
whose sound is produced by blowing © Saxo- 
phones, clarinets, and flutes are wind instruments. 


windmill /‘wind-mil/ n [C] a building or struc- 
ture with large blades on the outside that, when 
turned by the force of the wind, provide electrical 
or mechanical power 


window OPENING /'win-dou, -de/ n [C] 1 an 
opening in the wall of a building or vehicle, usually 
covered with glass, to let light and air in and to 
allow people inside to see out © to open/close a 
window © From her bedroom window she could see 
a lovely garden. 2 |n a store, a window is the large 
glass-covered front behind which goods for sale 
are usually shown: We walked along Fifth Avenue, 
looking in the shop windows. 3 A window is also a 
period when there is an unusual opportunity to do 
something: /f a window of opportunity presents it- 
self, I'd be a fool not to take advantage of it. 

COMPUTER /'win-dou, -da/ n[C] an area of acom- 
puter screen that shows a particular type of 
information 


‘window dressing n[U] disapproving a person 
or thing that is used to make an activity appear 
more important or attractive than it really is 


windowpane /'win-dou,pein, -da-/ n [C] a 
single piece of glass in the window of a building 


window shade n [C] a cover that can be 
pulled over a window to block the light or to keep 
people from looking in 

window-shopping n[U] the activity of look- 
ing at products in store windows without buying 
them 
window-shop v [I] 

windowsill /‘win-dou sil, -da-/ n [C] a shelf 
formed by the bottom part of the frame of a 
window 


windpipe /'wind-paip/ n [C] the tube in the 
body that carries air that has been breathed in 
from the upper end of the throat to the lungs 


windshield /'wind: fi:ld/ n [C] the window at 
the front of a car or other four-wheeled vehicle 


windshield wiper n [C] a blade with a 
rubber edge that cleans rain or snow off a car 
window 


windsurfing /‘wind,s3r-fin/ n [U] the activity 
of sailing over water while standing on a narrow 
board and holding onto a sail 


windswept /'wind-swept/ adj (of places) open 
to and not protected from strong winds © We drove 
along the windswept coast of Big Sur in Southern 
California. 


windward /'win-dwerd/ adj, adv earth science 
toward or turned toward the direction from which 
the wind is blowing 


windy /'win-di/ adj © See at WIND MOVEMENT 
OF AIR 


wine /wain/ n an alcoholic drink made from 
GRAPES, or less commonly an alcoholic drink made 
in a similar way but from other fruits © [U] a@ glass 
of red/white wine © [C] California wines 
winery /'war-na-ri/ n[C] a place that makes wine 
and also usually grows its own GRAPES 


IDIOM with wine 


ewine and dine someone to entertain someone 
with food and drink, esp. expensive food and drink 
© They wine and dine clients in festive tents, pro- 
moting their image of achievement and success. 


Wing STRUCTURE FOR FLYING /win/ n[C] one of 
the movable, usually long and flat, parts on either 
side of the body of a bird, insect, or BAT that it uses 
for flying, or one of the long, flat, horizontal struc- 
tures that stick out on either side of an aircraft © 
The duck flapped its wings and took off. > Picture: 
insect 


POLITICAL GROUP /win/ n[C] a group within a po- 
litical party or organization whose beliefs are in 
some way different from those of the main group 
© She's in the conservative wing of the party. 

PART OF BUILDING /win/ n[C] a section of a large 
building that connects to a side of the main part 
© His office is in the west wing of the White House. 
wings /wigz/ pin the sides of a stage which can- 
not be seen by the people watching the play 


wingspan /'win-spzen/ n [C] the distance be- 
tween the ends of the wings of a bird or aircraft © 
Some eagles have a wingspan of over seven feet. 


wink /wink/ v [I] to close one eye briefly as a way 
of greeting someone or of showing that you are 
not serious about something you have said O He 
winked when he said it. 
wink /wigk/ n [C] 


PHRASAL VERB with wink 


ewink at something to pretend that you do not 
notice something that is wrong © During the holi- 
day, parking violations were winked at. 
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winner /'win-er/ n [C] o See at WIN 


winnings /'win-19z/ p! n an amount of money 
won © What are you going to spend your winnings 
on? 


winnow /'win-ov/ v [T] to reduce a large num- 
ber of people or things to a much smaller number 
by judging their quality © The six architects chosen 
to compete for the commission were winnowed from 
an original list of 27. 


winsome /'win-:sam/ adj charming and attrac- 
tive in a simple way © She opened her eyes and gave 
her mother a winsome smile. 


winter /'wint-ar/ n [C/U] the season when the 
weather is coldest between fall and spring, lasting 
from November to March north of the equator 
and from May to September south of the equator 
© [C] last/next/this winter 0 [U] My grandparents 
often vacation in Florida for part of the winter. 
wintry /'win-tri/ adj typical of winter’s cold, 
windy, and snowy weather © You'll definitely need 
snow tires on your car for the wintry weather around 
here. 


WORD FAMILY winter 


Nouns winter Adjectives wintry 


wintertime /'wint-ar ,taim/ n[C] the season of 
winter © This lake becomes a skating rink in the 
wintertime. 


win-win adj [not gradable] having a benefit for 
everyone that is involved, or a benefit for one per- 
son or group no matter what the result is © State 
officials claim it’s a win-win situation for property 
owners and taxpayers. 


wipe /waip/ v[T] to slide something over the sur- 
face of something else, in order to remove dirt, 
food, or liquid © Please wipe your feet before you 
come into the house. © She gently wiped and cleaned 
her scraped knee. © {M] Just take the sponge in the 
sink and wipe the table off. 
wiper /'wai-par/ n[C] a WINDSHIELD WIPER © One 
of our wipers is stuck. 


PHRASAL VERB with wipe 


ewipe out something [M] to destroy something 
completely or cause something to be completely 
lost © Poor investments wiped out most of his 
earnings. 


Wire METAL THREAD /wair/ n [C/U] thin metal 
that can be bent, used in a stiff form in fences and 
in a form more easily shaped for fastening things 
or for carrying electric currents © [C] telephone 
wires O [U] There was a six-foot high wire fence 
around the playground. 
wire /watr/ v[T] 1 connected or fastened by wire 
© Our building is wired for cable TV. 2 A person or 
place that is wired is secretly equipped with an 
electric device that records sounds such as con- 
versations: Wired by the FBI, he began recording 
meetings with Chicago officials. 


wiring /'wair-1n/ n [U] the system of wires in a 
building that carry electricity © Faulty electrical wir- 
ing could cause a fire. 

wiry /‘wair-i/ adj If hair or fur is wiry, it is stiff and 
not soft. O See also: WIRY 
SEND MESSAGE /wair/ v[T] dated to send a message 
or money by TELEGRAPH © My father wired me 
$300. 

wire /wair/ n [C] dated a TELEGRAM 


WORD FAMILY wire 


Nouns wire 
wireless 
wiring 


Adjectives wireless 


wiry 


Verbs wire 


wireless /'wair-las/ adj [not gradable] not need- 
ing wires to make a connection or to communicate 
© They have a plan to link 9,700 office buildings to 
the Net via a high-speed wireless network. 
wireless /'wair-las/ n [U] 1 broadcasting or com- 
puter communication that does not use wires © /f 
you've been waiting to jump into wireless, the water 
is safe. 2 dated, Cdn and Br A wireless is also a radio. 


wiretap /‘wair-tep/ v[I/T] -pp- to secretly listen 
to people by connecting a listening device to their 
telephone, or to attach a listening device to a tele- 
phone for this purpose © [T] The court gave per- 
mission to have his phone wiretapped to gather 
evidence. 
wiretap /'wair-teep/ n [C] 0 The government put 
a wiretap on his phone. 


wiry /'watr-i/ adj (of a person) thin but strong o 
He was a wiry man 5 feet 10 inches tall and weighing 
145 pounds. © See also: WIRY at WIRE METAL THREAD 


wisdom /'wiz-dam/ n [UJ 1 the ability to make 
good judgments based on what you have learned 
from your experience, or the knowledge and un- 
derstanding that gives you this ability 2 Wisdom 
also means the quality of being a good judgment: 
| question the wisdom of separating a child from his 
brothers and sisters whatever the circumstances. 


wisdom tooth n [C] any of the four teeth at 
the back of the JAW that are the last to develop 


wise /waiz/ adj [-er/-est only] having or showing 
good judgment, or the ability to make good judg- 
ments, based on what you have learned from your 
experience © a wise man/woman 0 [+ to infinitive] 
They decided that it was wiser to wait until they were 
making a little more money before buying a house. 
wisely /'waiz-li/ adv © Spend your money wisely. 


IDIOM with wise 


ewise to something infml aware of a situation or 
way of doing something, esp. one that is dishonest 
© He calls in sick almost every Monday with some 
phony story — I’m wise to him. 


PHRASAL VERB with wise 


ewise up infmi to begin to understand the truth 
about an unpleasant situation or a fact © It’s time 
that Congress wised up to the fact that most citizens 
do not trust politicians. 
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with 


-wise /,waiz/ suffix relating to © Moneywise, of 


course, I’m much better off than | used to be. 


wisecrack /'waiz:krzk/ n[C] a remark that criti- 
cizes someone or something in a humorous way 


wish DESIRE DIFFERENT SITUATION /wif/ v [+ 
(that) clause] to desire some situation that is dif- 
ferent from the one that exists © | wish (that) | 
didn’t have to go to work today. © She wished she 
could afford a new car. © | wish | hadn’t eaten so 
much. 


EXPRESS DESIRE /w1J/ v [I/T] to hope that you will 
get something or that something will happen © [I] 
| was wishing for summer so hard | could almost 
make it happen at that moment. 
wish /wif/ n[C] © [+ that clause] /t was his great- 
est wish that one of his children would become a 
scientist. © Close your eyes and make a wish. 


‘WANT SOMETHING /wiJ/ v fm/ to want something, 
or want to do something © [+ to infinitive] /f you 
wish to volunteer to work in the museum, please in- 
dicate what department you are interested in. 
wish /wif/ n[C] © [4 to infinitive] His greatest wish 
is to become a famous writer. 

/EXPRESS KIND FEELINGS /wi{/ v[T] to express kind 
feelings for someone on a particular occasion © 
Don’t forget to wish her a happy birthday. © I’m off 
for the interview now — wish me luck. © His old team- 
mates wished him well (= hoped that he did well). 
wishes /'w1f-az/ pl nO When you see Joyce, please 
give her my best wishes. 


IDIOM with wish 


ewouldn’t wish something on anyone, wouldn't 
wish something on someone’s worst enemy used 
for saying you would not want anyone to experi- 
ence something very bad © Having the flu was aw- 
ful — | wouldn’t wish it on anyone. 


PHRASAL VERB with wish 


ewish away something [M] to do nothing and 
hope that a problem will disappear © Some people 
seem to think if they wish the disease away, then it 
will go away. 


wishful thinking /‘w1J-fal'e19-kin/ n[U] the 
imagining of an unlikely future event or situation 
that you wish were possible © We talked about buy- 
ing a house someday, but right now it’s just wishful 
thinking. 


wishy-washy /'wiJ-i: waJ-i, -,wor fi/ adj lack- 
ing in firm ideas, principles, or the ability to make 
a decision © He’s got TV ads accusing Dole of being 
wishy-washy on the issues. 


Wisp /wisp/ n[C] a delicate, thin, and sometimes 
twisting piece or line of something © Rita brushed 
back the stray coppery wisps of hair escaping her 
braid. © A wisp of smoke from the campfire curled in 
the air. 


‘wistful /'wist-fal/ adj sad and thinking about 
something that is impossible or past © She cast a 
wistful glance at the bridal gowns in the window. 
wistfully /‘wist-fa-li/ adv o She spoke wistfully of 
their early years together. 


wit /wit/ n [C/U] the ability to use words in an 
amusing and intelligent way, or a person who has 
this ability © [U] The warmth and wit of her literary 
style bring the subject to life. 
witty /'wit-i/ adj using words in an amusing and 
intelligent way; full of wit © a witty remark © | think 
she’s one of the wittiest comics on television. O US- 
AGE: A witty remark is a WITTICISM. 


witch /wit{/ n [C] a woman who is believed to 
have magical powers and, esp. in stories, uses 
them to help or harm people © Compare WIZARD 


witchcraft /‘wit-krzft/ n[U] the use of magic, 
esp. in stories, to help or harm people 


witch hunt n[C] disapproving an attempt to find 
and punish people whose opinions are not popular 


with TOGETHER /wié, wi@/ prep used of people 
or things that are together or doing something to- 
gether © She’s in the kitchen with Dad. © He’s an 
impossible person to work with. © | think I'll have 
some ice cream with my pie. © I'll be with you (= | 
will give you my attention) in a moment. © She’s 
been with the magazine (= working for it) for two 
years. 


USING /w1d, wi8/ prep using (something) or by 
means of (something) © | bought it with my gift 
certificate. © The label on the box says, “Handle with 
care.” © He caught the crabs with a large net. 


HAVING /wid, wié@/ prep 1 having or possessing 
(someone or something) © I'd like a room with an 
ocean view. © He’s married with three children. © The 
doctor spoke with a German accent. © We’re a mul- 
tinational company with offices in London, Paris, and 
New York. © With a little luck, we should be back in 
time for dinner. © Both their children graduated with 
degrees in economics. 2 With can also mean includ- 
ing: With your contribution, we have a total of $450. 

RELATING TO /w1é, w1@/ prep relating to or in the 
case of (a person or thing) © How are things with 
you? © That has nothing to do with the subject. © 
Her books are popular with teenage girls. 0 He’s very 
careless with his money. © The trouble with this skirt 
is that it wrinkles too easily. © What’s the matter with 
her? 


CAUSED BY /wié, wi@/ prep because of or caused 
by (something) © He was trembling with fear. © 
She’s at home with a bad cold. © His confidence was 
bolstered with the support of a lot of friends and rela- 
tives. © With all the excitement and confusion, | for- 
got to say goodbye to her. 

AGAINST /wi16, wi@/ prep against (something) © The 
company faces a long battle with the software giant. 
0 | always end up arguing with him about politics. 

SUPPORTING /wié, wi0/ prep supporting (someone 
or something) © /f you want to go for a promotion, 
Ill be with you all the way. © Where do you stand on 
this issue — are you with us or against us? 

DESPITE /w16, wi@/ prep despite (something) © With 
all her faults, she’s still one of the best teachers we’ve 
ever had. 

AND /wié, wié@/ prep and; followed by © Id like a 
hamburger and French fries with a small salad. © Two 
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withdraw 


hundred dollars is payable immediately, with a fur- 
ther $100 payable on delivery. 


IDIOMS with with 


ewith a vengeance using a lot of effort, energy, 
or time © She works out every day with a vengeance. 
ewith all due respect used for expressing polite 
disagreement © I’ve been thinking about what you 
said and, with all due respect, | think you're 
mistaken. 

ewith all my heart completely © / love you with all 
my heart. 

ewith child fmi pregnant © The painting is of a 
woman with child. 

ewith your eyes closed very easily © / can find your 
house with my eyes closed. 

ewith flying colors very easily © She passed the 
exam with flying colors. 

e with it to be aware of popular ideas and fashions 
© She reads all the style magazines and thinks she’s 
really with it. 

ewith open arms in a very friendly way 

ewith the naked eye without using any special 
device for making images larger © We live miles 
away, but ona clear night, you can see the city sky- 
scrapers with the naked eye. 


withdraw /wid'dro:, wie-/ v [I/T] past simp. 
withdrew, past part. withdrawn to take something 
back, or to remove something © [T] He asked that 
his name be withdrawn from nomination for a 
Golden Globe Award. © [T] Democrats threatened to 
withdraw (= stop giving) their support of the tax bill. 
0 [T] | have to withdraw (= take out) some money 
from an ATM machine. 
withdrawal /w18'dro:-al, wid-/ n [C/U] 1 [C] a 
troop withdrawal © [C] He had made several large 
withdrawals from his bank account (= He had taken 
out a lot of money). © [C] Her sudden withdrawal 
from the competition surprised everyone. 2 With- 
drawal also means the physical and mental effects 
experienced when a person stops using a drug. 
withdrawn /w16'dro:n, wié-/ adj (of a person) 
preferring to be alone and taking little interest in 
other people © During the winter, she became.de- 
pressed and withdrawn. 


wither /'wié-ar/ v [I/T] to become, or cause 
something to become, weak, dry, and smaller © 
[T] Hot, dry weather withered the peanut crop in the 
southeast. © [I] (fig.) Public interest in the scandal 
will not wither away any time soon. 


withering /'wid-a-rin/ adj expressing strong 
criticism © She delivered a withering attack on the 
book and its authors. 


withhold /wie'hould, wié-/ v [T] past withheld 
to refuse to give something, or to keep back some- 
thing © Has the government been withholding cru- 
cial information? © The governor said he would 
withhold judgment until he receives the committee’s 
report. 


within /wid'in, wie-/ prep, adv [not gradable] 
inside or not beyond (a particular area, limit, or 
period of time) © Most Californians live within 20 
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miles of the coast. O The tickets should reach you 
within a week. © The company has always acted 
within the law (= legally). 


IDIOMS with within 


ewithin an inch of something very close to some- 
thing © She came within an inch of losing her life. 

e within limits if you follow certain rules © We can 
wear what we like to work, within limits. 

ewithin reason if you use good judgment © You 
can say whatever you like, within reason. 


without /wid'aut, wid-/ prep, adv [not grada- 
ble] not having or doing (something), or not hav- 
ing the use or help of (someone or something) © 
He came out without a coat. © He looks younger 
without the moustache. © Thanks for your help - | 
couldn't have done it without you. © You shouldn't 
drive for more than three hours without taking a 
break. © That was without (a) doubt/without ques- 
tion (= certainly) the best vacation I’ve ever had. © 
When you have no money, you just have to learn to 
do without. 


IDIOMS with without 


ewithout fail in every case, or for certain © She 
takes a walk every morning without fail. 

ewithout further ado with no more delay 0 And 
now, without further ado, here is our special guest 
speaker. 


withstand /wie'stzend, wid-/ v [T] past with- 
stood to receive without being changed or dam- 
aged by something powerful; bear © The building 
has to be strong enough to withstand severe winds 
and storms. © Coaches have to be tough to withstand 
the constant pressure to win. 


witness PERSON WHO SEES /'wit-nas/ n [C/U] 
1 a person who sees an event happening, esp. a 
crime or an accident © [C] According to witnesses, 
the car used in the robbery was a green van with 
Pennsylvania license plates. 2 Someone who is wit- 
ness to something sees it: [U] She was witness to 
the tragic event. 3 If you are a witness, you are 
asked to be present at a particular event and to 
SIGN (= write you name on) a document in order 
to prove that things have been done correctly: [C] 
The will has to be signed by two witnesses. 
witness /'wit-nas/ v[T] 1 to see something hap- 
pen © We were there at the time and witnessed the 
accident. © The university has witnessed (= experi- 
enced) quite a few changes over the years. 2 Wit- 
ness also means to show or give proof of 
something: The program aroused strong feelings, as 
witnessed by the number of letters the station re- 
ceived. © Rock music is becoming a health problem 
— witness the loss of hearing (= for proof, look at the 
loss of hearing) in some of our youth. 3 If you are 
asked to witness an event, you are asked to be 
present at it and sign your name to prove that 
things have been done correctly. 

PERSON IN COURT /'wit-nas/ n [C] a person in a 
law court who promises to tell the truth and an- 
swers questions about something that was seen or 
is known © defense/prosecution witnesses © Five wit- 
nesses are expected to testify at the trial today. 
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IDIOM with witness 


ebear witness to something to show or prove 
something © The latest sales figures bear witness to 
the success of our advertising campaign. 


witness stand n [C] a raised place, usually 
near the judge, where someone who is giving in- 
formation about a case sits 


wits /wits/ p/n practical intelligence or under- 
standing © She’s learned to survive on her wits. 


IDIOMS with wits 


eat your wits’ end so worried, confused, or an- 
noyed that you do not know what to do next © 
She was at her wits’ end trying to figure out how to 
control her 14-year-old son. 

e frighten someone out of their wits, scare someone 
out of their wits to cause extreme fear in someone 
© That strange noise during the night scared me out 
of my wits. 

ehave your wits about you, keep your wits about 
you to think and react quickly when something 
dangerous or difficult happens unexpectedly © She 
managed to keep her wits about her and escaped 
unharmed. 


witticism /‘wit:a,siz-am/ n[C] a remark that is 
WITTY (= both intelligent and amusing) 


witty /'wit-i/ adj ° See at WIT 
wives /waivz/ p/ of WIFE 


Wiz /wiz/ n[C] infml a WIZARD (= skilled person) © 
Adele is a wiz at fixing computer problems. 


wizard /'wiz-ard/ n[C] 1 a man who is believed 
to have magical powers and, esp. in stories, uses 
them to help or harm people © Compare WITCH 2 
approving You might call someone a wizard who has 
great skill or who manages to do something that 
is extremely difficult: a financial wizard 


wizened /'wiz:and/ adj having dry skin showing 
many lines, esp. because of old age © a wizened 
old man 


WMD n [C] abbreviation for weapons of mass de- 
struction (= weapons, such as chemicals, poisons, 
and nuclear bombs, that can kill many people very 
quickly) 


wobble /'wab-al/ v [I/T] to shake or move from 
side to side in a way that shows a lack of balance, 
or to cause something to do this © [I] The table 
wobbles because its legs are uneven. 
wobbly /'wab:li, -a-li/ adj © a wobbly ladder ° | 
was still weak, and my legs felt a little wobbiy. 


woe /wou/ n[U] fm! 1 bad troubles causing much 
suffering © She poured out her tale of woe. 2 Woes 
are great problems or troubles: The country has 
been beset by economic woes for the past few years. 


woefully /‘wou-fa:li/ adv (of a bad situation) ex- 
tremely; very © Medical resources were woefully in- 
adequate during the emergency. © The staff was 
woefully underpaid and thoroughly demoralized. 
woeful /'wou-fal/ adj very bad, or (of something 


wonder 


bad) very great or extreme © They displayed a woe- 
ful ignorance of the safety rules. 


wok /wak/ n [C] a large, bowl-shaped pan used 
for frying food quickly in hot oil 


woke /wouk/ past simple of WAKE STOP SLEEPING 


woken /'wou-kan/ past participle of WAKE STOP 
SLEEPING 


wolf ANIMAL /wulf/ n[C] p/wolves a wild animal 
of the dog family 


EAT /wulf/ v [T] infm/ to eat a large amount of food 
very quickly O He wolfed down lunch in five minutes. 


IDIOM with wolf 


ea wolf in sheep’s clothing someone or some- 
thing that seems to be good but is actually not 
good at all © My grandfather was a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing — he looked like a sweet old man, but he was 
really mean. 


woman /'wum-:an, Southern also 'wam-/ n [C] pl! 
women an adult female human being © Our chief 
of police is a woman and our mayor is a woman, too. 
© She is an active, elderly woman. O More men than 
women Suffer from high blood pressure. 
womanhood /'wum-an ,hud/ n [U] the state of 
being a woman © The girl had matured into 
womanhood. 
womanly /'wom-an-li/ adj having qualities 
thought typical of a woman 


WORD FAMILY woman 


Nouns woman 
womanhood 


Adjectives womanly 


IDIOM with woman 


ethe woman in the street a woman or women 
who think like most other people © What does the 
woman in the street want from a fashion magazine? 
© Compare THE MAN IN THE STREET at MAN IDIOMS 


womankind /'wom-en ,kaind/ n [U] the fe- 
male part of the human race © We’re talking about 
womankind, not about men! 


woman-to-woman adj, adv direct and hon- 
est and done as equals © | want to talk to you, 
woman-to-woman. © Compare MAN-TO-MAN 


womb /wu:m/ n [C] the organ of a woman or 
other female mammal in which a baby develops 
before birth; uterus 


women /'wim-an/ pl of WOMAN 
women’s room n [C] a LADIES’ ROOM 
WOR /wan/ past simple and past participle of WIN 


wonder QUESTION /'wan-dar/ v to think about 
things in a questioning and sometimes doubting 
way © [I] / often wonder about those kids. © [+ ques- 
tion word] | wonder what he is doing here. © [I] 
Don’t you ever wonder if she’s happy? 

SURPRISE /'wan-dar/ n [C/U] a feeling of great sur- 
prise and admiration, or someone or something 
that causes such feelings © [U] People simply stared 
at her in wonder. © [C] She’s a wonder! © [U] If you 
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didn't study, no wonder you failed the test. O [C] 
Among the wonders of medicine is anesthetic. 


WORD FAMILY wonder 
Nouns 


Verbs 
Adverbs wonderfully 


wonder wonder 


Adjectives wonderful 


IDIOM with wonder 


eit’s a wonder it is surprising © After having so 
many problems with the house, it’s a wonder they 
stayed. 


wonder drug n[C] infmian extremely effective 
medicine © Aspirin has often been called a wonder 
drug, partly because it is powerful and effective for 
many health problems. 


wonderful /'wan-dar-fal/ adj extremely good 
© Becoming a father was the most wonderful expe- 
rience of my life. 
wonderfully /'wan-dar-fa-li/ adv 0 | took a va- 
cation and feel wonderfully rested. 


wonk /wo:nk, wagk/ n[C] slang a person who likes 
to think about or study something and spends a 
great amount of time doing it © He’s a policy wonk 
and will talk for hours about solutions to problems. 


won't /wount/ contraction of will not © You won’t 
believe this, but that cactus is a member of the lily 
family. © Won't you come in? (= Will you please 
come in?) 


wont /wo:nt, wount/ n [U] (used after a posses- 
sive) habit or custom © Mr. Rivers, as is his wont, 
has asked some difficult questions. 
wont /wo:nt, wount/ adj [+ to infinitive] © They 
were wont to use the word “inspiration” too much 
(= this was their habit). 


woo /wu:/ v [T] woos, pres. part. wooing, past 
wooed T to try to persuade someone to support 
you © A candidate must woo voters by making them 
feel important. 2 dated To woo someone is to try to 
persuade that person that you are a good person 
to marry. 


Wood HARD MATERIAL /wud/ n [C/U] the hard 
substance that forms the inside part of the 
branches and trunk of a tree, used to make things 
or as a fuel © [C] He makes tables and other things 
from different kinds of wood. 
wooden /'wud-?n/ adj [not gradable] © They ate 
at a long wooden table. 


GROUP OF TREES /wud/ n [C] WOODS © Beyond 
them lay a dense wood. 


WORD FAMILY wood 


Nouns wood 
woods 


Adjectives wooded 
wooden 


woodchuck /'wud-tJak/ n [C] a GROUNDHOG 


woodcut /'wud-kat/ n [C] a picture printed 
from a pattern cut into the surface of a block of 
wood © Long ago, woodcuts were used by printers 
for illustrations. 


wooded /'wud-ad/ adj 0 See at WOODS 


wooden WOOD /'wud:?n/ adj [not gradable] © 
See at WOOD HARD MATERIAL 

AWKWARD /'wud-?n/ adj stiff and awkward, or 
lacking expression O She’s a wooden speaker. 


woodland /‘wud-land, -land/ n [C] an area of 
land on which many trees grow 


woodpecker /'wud,pek:ar/ n [C] a bird with 
a strong beak that it hammers into tree trunks to 
find insects to eat 


woods /wudz/, wood /wud/ p/ nan area of land 
covered with a thick growth of trees © Shaded from 
the sun, the woods were cool and quiet. 
wooded /'wud:ad/ adj © The house stood on a 
wooded hillside. 


woodshed /'wud-Jed/ n [C] a small building 
where wood used as fuel is stored 


wood stove, woodstove /'‘wud'stouv/, wood- 
burning stove n[C] a stove for heating or cooking 
that uses wood for fuel 


woodwind /'wud-wind/ n [C/U] a type of mu- 
sical instrument that is played by blowing over a 
REED © [U] The recording has some nice woodwind 
parts. O [C] She uses keyboards and woodwinds. 


woodwork /'wud-wark/ n [C] anything made 
of wood inside a building, esp. the wood around 
the edges of doors, windows, and floors 


woodworking /‘wud ,w3r-kin/ n[U] the activ- 
ity of making objects, esp. furniture, from wood 


woof /wuf/ n [C] the noise that a dog makes 
when it BARKS 


wool /wul/ n [U] the soft, curly hair from sheep, 
or thread or cloth made from this 0 / bought some 
fine wool to knit a baby sweater. 
woolen /'wul-an/, wool /wul/ adj [not gradable] 
© She lay under a red woolen blanket. 
woolens /'wul-anz/ p! n clothes made from wool 
© | wear woolens a lot. 


WORD FAMILY woo! 


Nouns wool 
woolens 


Adjectives woolen 
wooly 


woozy /'wu:-zi/ adj infmi slightly weak and con- 
fused and likely to fall © This medicine may make 
you woozy. 


word LANGUAGE UNIT /w3rd/ n[C] a single unit 
of language that has meaning and can be spoken 
or written © The word “environment” means differ- 
ent things to different people. © She spoke so fast | 
couldn’t understand a word (= anything she said). 
word /ward/ v [T always + adv/prep] to choose 
the words with which to express something © His 
description was carefully worded to cover various 
possibilities. 
worded /'ward-ad/ adj [not gradable] o a 
strongly worded letter 
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work 


wording /‘w3rd-1n/ n [U] the exact choice of 
words © The wording of the agreement was too 
vague. 
wordy /'ward-i/ adj containing too many words 
© Your memo is too wordy — make it short and to the 
point. 

BRIEF STATEMENT /w3rd/ n[C usually sing] a brief 
discussion or statement © Could | have a word with 
you? © Let me give you a word of advice. © Tell us 
what happened in your own words (= say it in your 
own way). 

NEWS /w;rd/ n [U] news or a message © We were 
excited when word of the discovery reached us. 

PROMISE /w3rd/ n [U] a promise © You have my 
word — | won't tell a soul. 0 She wouldn't give me 
her word if she didn’t mean to keep it. 

ORDER /wa:rd/ n[C usually sing] an order or request 
Oo If you want me to leave, just say/give the word. 


WORD FAMILY word 


Nouns word Adjectives worded 


wordy 


wording 


Verbs word 


IDIOMS with word 


ebreathe a word, say a word to tell a secret © 
Don’t breathe a word of this to anyone. © | promise 
not to say a word to Dad about it. 

eman of his word, woman of her word people 
who do what they say they will do © He is obviously 
a man of his word, a man of integrity. 

ethe word is it has been reported but is not cer- 
tain © The word is that the boss is retiring soon. 
eword for word exactly as spoken or written O She 
copied it word for word from the encyclopedia. 
eword of mouth by someone telling you © Stu- 
dents discovered the center by word of mouth. 


word processing n [U] the act of putting 
documents, letters, and other texts in electronic 
form on a computer 


word processor n [C] a computer program 
that is used for preparing documents and letters 


wore /wo:r, wour/ past simple of WEAR 


work DOA JOB /w3rk/ v [I/T] to do a job, esp. a 
job you do to earn money © [T] She works long 
hours. © [T] Richie worked the night shift. © [lI] De- 
signers worked with the director. © [l] Mike works for 
a computer company. © [1] Medics were working on 
him for an hour. © [I] She worked on the project with 
Luce. © [I] Anna works well with others. © [I] | have 
to work on Saturday. 
work /wark/ n [U] the use of effort to do or make 
something that has value, and for which you are 
usually paid © outdoor/office/manual work © Steve's 
out of work again (= not employed). 
worker /'w3r-kar/ n[C] a person who is paid for 
using effort to do something © clerical/factory/farm 
workers © skilled/unskilled workers 
working /'war-kin/ adj [not gradable] 1 Employ- 
ees are unhappy with working conditions. 2 A work- 
ing person is employed: working mothers 


CONFUSABLES 


work or job? 
Work is something you do to earn money. Re- 
member that this noun is uncountable. 
She enjoys her work in the hospital. 
He’s looking for work. 


iy 


Job is used to talk about the particular type of 
work activity you do. 
He’s looking for a job in computer 
programming. 
Teaching must be an interesting job. 


Feaching-must-be-an-interesting work: 


FORCE /wa3rk/ n[U] physics force used on an object 
multiplied by the distance it moves the object, 
measured in JOULES 


PLACE /w3rk/ n[U] the place where a person reg- 
ularly goes to do his or her job © / had to leave work 
early. © Does it take long to commute to work? 


PERFORM AS INTENDED /w;rk/ v [I/T] to perform 
as intended or desired, or to cause something to 
do what it was intended to do © [I] The medicine 
ought to work right away. © [|] Our plan worked per- 
fectly. 0 [T] | don’t know how to work this computer. 
© [T] He knows how to work the system (= get what 
he wants from it). 
workable /'w3r-ka-bal/ adj likely to do or 
achieve what is intended 0 a workable plan/solution 
working /'w3r-kin/ adj [not gradable] 1 The me- 
chanic finally got the car back in working order. 2 \f 
you have a working knowledge of something, you 
have enough practical experience to be able to use 
it or do it: a working knowledge of English 
workings /'w3r-kiqz/ p/n the way something, 
such as an organization or machine, does what it 
is intended to do © Powerful microscopes reveal the 
inner workings of cells. 
works /warks/ p/n the parts of a machine, esp. 
the parts that move © See also: WORKS 

OBJECT /wark/ n[C] an object produced as a result 
of effort, esp. something intended to be art © The 
museum is showing works by 20th-century artists. 
work /wark/ v [T] to shape something with your 
hands © She carefully works the clay. 

HAVE EFFECT /wark/ v [I always + adv/prep] (of a 
condition or fact) to have an effect, esp. one that 
either helps or causes difficulties © Time was work- 
ing against us. © Jimmie has a lot working in his favor. 


WORD FAMILY work 


Nouns work 
works 
workaholic 
worker 
workings 
overwork 


Adjectives workable 
unworkable 
overworked 
working 


Verbs 


work 
rework 
overwork 


IDIOMS with work 


eat work doing a job © Bob’s at work on that 
software. 
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workaholic 


ein the works in the process of being done © Sal- 
ary increases are already in the works. 

e work like a dog to work very hard © You can work 
like a dog and still not make ends meet. 

ework the land, work the soil to grow crops, esp. 
as a job © He’s the fourth generation of his family to 
have worked the land. 

ework your way up to achieve a better position 
within the organization you work for © She quickly 
worked her way up to vice president. 

ework wonders to cause improvements or have a 
very good effect © A little flattery can work wonders. 
© Compare DO WONDERS FOR SOMETHING/SOME- 
ONE at DO IDIOMS 


PHRASAL VERBS with work 


«work out something AGREE TO [M] to agree to 
or arrange something, esp. after discussion © Com- 
mittee members met today to work out a 
compromise. 

ework out something DISCOVER [M] to discover 
an answer, develop an idea, or calculate an 
amount © You can use a calculator to work out the 
solution. © She works out each scene on paper. 
ework out HAPPEN (of a situation) to happen or 
develop in a particular, esp. a satisfactory, way, or 
(of a person) to be suitable for a particular situation 
© Nothing was working out right. © Is your new as- 
sistant working out OK? 

ework out EXERCISE to exercise in order to im- 
prove health, strength, or physical appearance, or 
to improve your skill in a sport © / work out on my 
stationary bike. O Related noun: WORKOUT 

ework through something [M] to manage a prob- 
lem that has many different parts step by step © 
There are a lot of details we need to work through. 
ework up something BRING INTO BEING to bring 
something into existence, esp. gradually or in 
stages © | can’t work up any enthusiasm for this plan. 
© You went running and barely worked up a sweat. 
e work someone/yourself up MAKE UPSET to make 
yourself or another person excited or upset © 
You've worked yourself up over nothing. 

ework up to something to reach a goal by increas- 
ing the difficulty of something every time you 
practice it O Start by jogging for five minutes and 
Slowly work up to a half hour. 


workaholic /,w3r-ka'ho:-Itk, -'hal-1k/ n [C] a 
person who works a lot of the time and finds it 
difficult not to work 


workbench /'wark-bent{/ n[C] a strong, solid 
table on which you can work with tools, wood, 
small machines, etc. 


workday /'wark-det/ n[C] a day on which most 
people do a job for money, or the amount of time 
each day a person spends doing his or her job 


work ethic n[U] the belief that work is valuable 
as an activity and is morally good 


workfare /‘wark-fer, -feer/ n [U] a government 
program under which people who receive WEL- 
FARE (= money from the government) and are able 
to work must work 


work force, workforce /'wark'foirs/ n [U] the 
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people available to work or actually employed in 
a particular area, industry, or company 


working class n [C usually sing] the group of 
people in society who use physical skills in their 
jobs and are usually paid by the hour © a working- 
class neighborhood/family 


workload /‘wark-loud/ n [C usually sing] an 
amount of work that a person is expected to do 


workman /'w2rk-man/ n [C] pi -men a man 
who uses physical skill and especially his hands in 
doing his job 
workmanlike /'w3rk-man ,latk/ adj done with 
skill O The soft-spoken Congressman has carried out 
his duties in workmanlike fashion. 
workmanship /'wark-man ,fip/ n [U] the skill 
with which something was made or done © The 
city spent $50,000 to repair shoddy workmanship on 
the sidewalks. 


work of art n [C] p! works of art an object 
made by an artist, esp. a picture or statue 


workout /'war-kaut/ n [C] a period of physical 
exercise © After a one-hour workout, Sam felt good. 
© Related verb: WORK OUT EXERCISE 


workplace /'wark-pleis/ n [C] a place where 
people do their jobs 


works /w3rks/ pln infml all the extra things that 
may be offered with something © This camera 
came with a carrying case, zoom lens, tripod — the 
works. O See also: WORKS at WORK PERFORM AS 
INTENDED 


workshop ROOM WITH TOOLS /'wark-fap/_n 
[C] a space in a building equipped with tools and 
often machines for making or repairing things 


MEETING WITH PURPOSE /'wark-: fap/ n[C] a meet- 
ing in which people discuss and show how to do 
a job or perform an activity, so that everyone can 
learn © a teacher-training workshop 


workstation /'w2rk ster: fan/ n [C] an area in 
a place of business where one person works at a 
computer, or the computer itself 


workweek, work week /'wark-wi:k/ n[C] 1 the 
days or hours that a person spends working during 
one week © Many offices operate on a thirty-five 
hour workweek. 2 Workweek also means Monday 
through Friday, when most people are working. 


world THE EARTH /warld/ n[U] 1 the planet on 
which human life has developed, esp. including all 
people and their ways of life © People from all over 
the world will be attending the conference. 0 The 
rapid growth of computers has changed the world. 
2 The world can also mean the whole physical uni- 
verse: The world contains many solar systems, not 
just ours. 


WHOLE AREA /warld/ n [C] all of a particular group 
or type of thing, such as countries or animals, or a 
whole area of human activity or understanding 0 
the animal/plant world © the business world © the 
world of entertainment © In the world of politics, the 
president’s voice is still the most powerful in the 
nation. 


ez bat | ahot | at bite | au house | er late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | u put |-u: rude | a cut | a alone 


1101 wor 


LARGE DEGREE /wa3rld/ n[U] a large degree; a lot © 
There's a world of difference between the two hotels. 
worlds /'warldz/ pi n © The two men are worlds 
apart (= completely opposed) in their political 
Views. 


WORD FAMILY world 


world 
worlds 


Nouns Adjectives worldly 
unworldly 


worldwide 


underworld 


Adverbs worldwide 


IDIOMS with world 


ein a world of your own not giving much atten- 
tion to what is happening around you, because 
you are thinking about something else © He won't 
hear you — he’s off in a world of his own. 

ein the world in any conditions; of all possible 
things © What in the world are you doing in the 
closet? © How in the world does this amazing thing 
work? O Compare ON EARTH at EARTH IDIOM 
eman of the world, woman of the world some- 
one who has a lot of experience of life and can 
deal with most situations 0 They would grow up to 
be true women of the world, educated and experi- 
enced in magnificent ways. 


world-class adj [not gradable] among the best 
in the world © a world-class athlete 


world-famous adj known to many people in 
the world © a world-famous actress 


worldly PHYSICAL /'warl-dli/ adj having to do 
with physical things and ordinary life © worldly suc- 
cess O She lost all her worldly possessions in the fire. 


EXPERIENCED /'‘warl-dli/ adj experienced in the 
ways of the world 0 He’s older and more worldly 
than the other students in his class. 


world power n[C] a country that has enough 
economic, military, and political strength to influ- 
ence events in many other countries 


World Series n (C] a set of baseball games 
played each year between the two best teams in 
the US and Canada 


worldwide /'w3rl'dwaid/ adj, adv [not grada- 
ble] existing or happening in all parts of the world 
© a worldwide recession © Their worldwide sales were 
growing by 20% a year. © The rock group has sold 
six million copies of the album worldwide. 


World Wide Web, abbreviation WWW _ short 
form Web n[U] an information network of text, pic- 
tures, and sound that people have access to when 
they use the INTERNET 


WOrmM ANIMAL /w3rm/ n[C] a small animal with 
a long, narrow, soft body without legs or bones 
MOVE SLOWLY /w3rm/ v [T always + adv/prep] to 
move slowly or carefully through a crowd or tight 
space © He wormed his way through the crowd as 
quickly as he could. © (fig.) He was a distant relation 
who wormed his way into the confidence of the 

family. 


worn /wo:rn, wourn/ past participle of WEAR 


worn out NOTUSABLE, worn-out adj no 
longer usable because of too much use © The city 
is looking for a place to dump its worn-out equip- 
ment. © Related verb: WEAR OUT USE REPEATEDLY 


EXTREMELY TIRED, worn-out adj extremely tired © 
They were worn out after their long walk. © Related 
verb: WEAR OUT MAKE TIRED 


worrisome /'w3r-i:-sam, 'wa-ri:-/ adj causing 
worry © The possibility of fire is especially worrisome 
for people who live on the edge of the forest. 


worry /'w3r-i, 'wa-ri/ v[I/T] to think about prob- 
lems or unpleasant things that make you anxious, 
or to make someone feel anxious © [I] /f you get a 
monthly train ticket, you won't have to worry about 
buying a ticket every day. © [I] My mother always 
worries about me when | don’t come home by mid- 
night. © [I] “Will you be all right walking home?” 
“Don’t worry — I'll be fine.” © [+ that clause] She 
worried that she might not be able to find another 
job. © [T] A lot of things worried him about his 
roommate. 
worry /'w3r-i, 'wa-ri/ n [C/U] © [C] Fortunately, 
right now we don’t have any worries about money. 
worried /'w3r-i:d, 'wa-ri:d/ adj 0 We were very 
worried when he did not answer his phone. © She 
had a worried look on her face. 


USAGE 


worry 


Remember to use the preposition about after 
the verb worry when decribing the things that 
make someone anxious. 


They were all worried about their jobs. 


WORD FAMILY worry 


Adjectives worried 
unworried 
worrisome 


Nouns worry 


Verbs worry 


WORD CHOICES worry 


Fret can be used instead of worry. 

Don’t fret. I'm sure she'll be OK. 

If someone is worrying about something, you 
can say that the person is concerned about it. 

Aren’t you concerned that she might tell 

someone? 
In formal English, you can use perturbed to de- 
scribe someone who is worrying. 

He didn’t seem unduly perturbed by the news. 
Anxious or apprehensive can be used when 
someone is worrying about something that 
might happen in the future. 

All this waiting is making me anxious. 

He’s a bit apprehensive about living away 

from home. 
If someone is worrying so much that he or she 
is very upset and does not know what to do, 
you could use the word frantic or say that the 
person is at his/her wits’ end. ' 

Where on earth have you been? I’ve been 

frantic. > 
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I’ve been at my wit’s end wondering where 
you've been. 

The phrase on your mind is used when some- 
one is thinking and worrying about something 
a lot. 

I’ve got a lot on my mind at the moment. 
The idiom lose sleep over something can also 
be used to say that someone is worrying about 
something. 

It‘ll be OK. Don’t lose any more sleep over it. 


worse /w3rs/ adj more unpleasant, difficult, or 
severe than before or than something else; com- 
parative of BAD O Annette may be bad at math, but 
Bill is even worse. © If this sore throat gets any worse, 
Ill have to see a doctor. 
worse /w3rs/ adv comparative of BADLY © The storm 
grew worse. © Walking only made the cough worse. 
worse /w3rs/ n[U] © “How was the movie?” “I’ve 
seen worse.” 
worsen /'w3r-san/ v [I/T] © [I] The next day his 
fever went up and his condition worsened. 


IDIOM with worse 


eworse off in a less satisfactory or less successful 
situation © If you keep borrowing money to pay off 
your debts, you ‘ll be even worse off than you are now. 


worship PRAY /'w3r-fap/ v [I/T] -p-, -pp- 1 to 
pray to God or a god © [I] They went on a pilgrim- 
age to India to worship at the holy Buddhist shrines 
there. 2 To worship is also to go regularly to a place 
for religious ceremonies: [1] They work for the same 
company, socialize together, and worship at the 
same church. 
worship /'war- fap/ n [U] 1 The law would allow 
workers to take either Saturday or Sunday off as a 
day of worship. 2 A house/place of worship is a 
building for religious ceremonies and prayer. 
worshiper, worshipper /'war- fa:par/ n [C] © By 
noon, worshipers had begun streaming out of the 
cathedral. 


ADMIRE /'w3r-fap/ v [T] to feel a lot of love and 
admiration for someone or something © As kids, 
we worshiped our Aunt Martha, who let us sleep late 
and took us to great places. 
worshiper, worshipper /'w3r-Ja-par/ n [C] © 
(fig.) Sun worshipers were at the beach all day long. 


worst /w3rst/ adj, adv of the lowest quality, or 
the most unpleasant, difficult, or severe; superlative 
of BAD and BADLY © That was the worst meal I’ve 
ever eaten. 
worst /warst/ n [U] © None of my brothers were 
very good in sports, but | was easily the worst. 


IDIOM with worst 


eat worst in the worst possible case O There’s no 
harm in applying for the job — at worst, they'll turn 
you down. 


worst-case adj [not gradable] (of situations) as 
bad as possible © Emergency services need to be pre- 
pared for a worst-case scenario. 


worsted /'war-stad, 'wus-ted/ n [U] a type of 
woolen cloth used to make clothes 


worth MONEY /w3ré/ n [U] 1 the amount of 
money that something can be sold for © The esti- 
mated worth of her jewels alone is about $30 million. 
2 A particular amount of money’s worth of some- 
thing is the amount of money that it costs: $20 
worth of gasoline 
worth /w3ré/ adj [not gradable] 1 having a value 
in money of © They're asking $10,000 for the car, 
but | don’t think it’s worth that much. © It is an ex- 
pensive restaurant, but for special occasions it’s 
worth it (= the value of what you get is equal to 
the money spent). 2 If a person is worth a partic- 
ular amount of money, the person has that 
amount or owns things that would cost that 
amount: She must be worth at least half a million. 
worthless /'wsr@-las/ adj having no value in 
money © Now that the company has gone bankrupt, 
your contract is worthless. 
worthlessness /'w3r@-la-snas/ n [U] 


IMPORTANCE /w3ré@/ n [(U] the importance or use- 
fulness of something or someone © a sense of per- 
sonal worth © Some people are modest to the point 
of not realizing their true worth. 
worth /w3ré@/ adj [not gradable] important or 
useful enough to have or do © There are only two 
things worth reading in this newspaper — the TV list- 
ings and the sports page. © | don’t think it’s worth 
talking about any more. 
worthless /'w3r@-las/ adj unimportant or useless 
© Examples of this artist’s early works reminded me 
that he was not worthless, as some reviewers seemed 
to feel. 
worthlessness /'w3ré-la-snas/ n [U] © Feelings 
of worthlessness overwhelmed him. 


GRAMMAR a a 


worth 


When the adjective worth is followed by a 
verb, the verb is always in the present participle 
(the -ing form). 

Do you think it’s worth asking Patrick first? 


De-yeuthinkt's-werth-te-ask-Patrick- first? 


AMOUNT /w3ré@/ n [U] an amount of something 
that will last a stated period of time or that takes 
a stated amount of time to do © We got a week’s 
worth of diapers at the supermarket. © When the 
computer crashed, we lost six month’s worth of work. 


WORD FAMILY worth 


Nouns worth 
worthlessness 


Adjectives worth 
worthless 


worthwhile 
worthy 
unworthy 


IDIOMS with worth 


eworth it enjoyable or useful despite the effort 
you made © /t was a long climb to the top of the hill, 
but the view from the top was worth it. 
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eworth your while important, useful, or satisfying 
enough to be worth the effort you make © /t would 
be worth your while to see if you can still get tickets 
to the show. 


worthwhile /w3ré'hwail, -'wail/ adj useful, im- 
portant, or helpful enough to be a suitable reward 
for the money or time spent or the effort made © 
She considers teaching a worthwhile career. 


worthy DESERVING RESPECT /'w3r-di/ adj de- 
serving respect, admiration, or support © a worthy 
goal/project © It was a worthy cause, and we were 
glad to make a contribution. © She soon proved her- 
self worthy of the trust we placed in her. 

DESERVING /'w3r-6i/ adj deserving or suitable for © 
Each of the ten chapters is worthy of a separate book. 
© After viewing the damage, the president decided 
that the area was worthy of federal disaster relief. 


would FUTURE /wud, wad/ modal verb used to 
refer to future time after a verb in the past tense © 
He said he would see his brother tomorrow. O They 
hoped they would go to France for their next 
vacation. 

INTENTION /wud, wad/ modal verb used to express 
an intention or plan after a verb in a past tense © 
He said he would love her forever. © They promised 
that tomorrow they would help. 

REQUEST /wud, wad/ modal verb used as a form of 
will in requests and offers © “Would you like some 
cake?” “Yes, | would.” © Would you pick up a news- 
paper on your way home? 

WILL /wud, wad/ past simple of WILL CAN © The car 
wouldn't start this morning. 

POSSIBLE /wud, wed/ modal verb 1 used to refer to 
a possibility or likelihood © / would hate to miss the 
show. 2 Would is used with if in sentences that 
show what will happen if something else happens: 
What would you do if you lost your job? 

ALWAYS /wud, wad/ modal verb used to suggest 
that in the past something happened often or al- 
ways © In summer my dad would sit on the back 
porch after supper and read the newspaper. 


would-be adj [not gradable] wanting or trying 
to be © a would-be artist/politician 


wouldn't /‘wud-2nt/ contraction of would not © 
He wouldn’t say yes and he wouldn’t say no. 


would've /'wud:eav/ contraction of would have 
© | would've believed you until you started laughing. 


wound WIND /waund/ past simple and past par- 
ticiple of WIND 

INJURY /wu:nd/ n[C] a hurt or injury to the body, 
such as a cut or tear in the skin or flesh © a puncture 
wound © He had a deep wound in his arm and had 
lost a lot of blood. 
wound /wu:nd/ v [T] © Several people were 
wounded by falling rocks. 

HURT FEELINGS /wu:nd/ v [T] to hurt the feelings 
of someone; upset © He totally ignored her, and she 
was deeply wounded. 


wove /wouv/ past simple of WEAVE MAKE CLOTH 


woven /'wou-van/ past participle of WEAVE MAKE 
Chor 


Wow /wau/ exclamation infml used to show sur- 
prise or pleasure © Wow! Did you hear that noise? 


wrangle /'rep-gal/ v [I] to argue, often in a 
noisy or angry way © We have been wrangling with 
the management for weeks over parking spaces for 
employees. 


wrap /rep/ v [T] -pp- 1 to cover something or 
someone with paper, cloth, or other material © She 
wrapped the present and tied it with a ribbon. © 
Wrap the chicken in foil and cook it for two hours. © 
If you wrap yourself in this blanket, you will stay 
warm. 2 If you wrap your fingers or arms around 
something, you hold it tightly: She sat back in her 
chair and wrapped her arms around her knees. 
wrap /rep/ n [C/U] 1 a piece of clothing that a 
person, esp. a woman, wears around the shoulders 
to keep warm or as a stylish addition to a suit, coat, 
etc. O[C] a silk/woolen wrap 2 Wrap is material that 
is used to cover or protect something, such as 
food: [U] Put some plastic wrap around the leftover 
meat. 
wrapper /'reep-ar/ n[C] a piece of paper or plas- 
tic that has been used to cover something © a 
candy wrapper 


IDIOM with wrap 


ewrap someone around your little finger to easily 
persuade someone to do what you want that per- 
son to do © She could wrap her father around her 
little finger. 


PHRASAL VERBS with wrap 


ewrap up something/someone COVER [M] to 
cover something or someone with paper, cloth, or 
other material © A woman held the baby wrapped 
up ina cloth. © You don’t have to finish the candy — 
we can wrap it up and save it for later. 

«wrap up something FINISH [M] to complete or 
finish something © /t’s getting late — let’s wrap it up. 
© She wrapped up a deal just before she left on 
vacation. 


wraparound /‘reep-a raund/ adj {not grada- 
ble] 1 (of clothing) made so that it can be tied 
around the body © She wore a blue wraparound 
skirt. 2 Wraparound also means curving around in 
one continuous piece: wraparound sunglasses © a 
wraparound windshield 


wrapping paper n[U] decorated paper that 
is used to cover presents 


wrath /rzé/ n [U] fmi extreme anger © He left 
home to escape his father’s wrath. 


wreak /ri:k, rek/ v [T] past wreaked, wrought to 
cause something to happen in a violent way © Un- 
controlled financial markets continue to wreak one 
disaster after another. © Changes in the climate have 
wreaked/wrought havoc with the region’s usual 
weather pattern. 


wreath /ri:6/ n [C] pi wreaths a ring made of 
flowers and leaves or EVERGREENS (= plants that are 
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wreck 


green all year) © The bride wore a wreath of flowers 
on her head. 


wreck /rek/ v [T] to destroy or badly damage 
something © The explosion wrecked one house and 
shattered nearby windows. © A prison record would 
wreck his chances of becoming a lawyer. 
wreck /rek/ n[C] 1a vehicle or ship that has been 
destroyed or badly damaged 2 A wreck can also 
be something that is badly in need of repair: We 
bought this old wreck of a house and fixed it up. 3 
A person who is described as a wreck is in bad 
physical or mental condition: Coping with three 
kids and a mother in the hospital, she’s a nervous 
wreck. 
wreckage /‘rek-1d3/ n (U] what is left of some- 
thing badly damaged © Safety experts were study- 
ing the wreckage to find out what caused the crash. 


wren /ren/ n[C] a very small brown bird 


wrench TWIST /rentf/ v [T] 1 to pull and twist 
something suddenly or violently away from a fixed 
position © The ball was wrenched from his hands by 
another player. 2 |f you wrench part of your body, 
such as your arm or knee, you twist it badly and 
injure it: He wrenched his back while digging in the 
garden. 
wrenching /'ren-tf1q/ adj extremely stressful o 
It was the most wrenching decision of the President’s 
life. 


TOOL /rent{/ n [C] a tool for holding and turning 
objects © an adjustable wrench 


wrest /rest/ v [T] fmi to obtain something with 
difficulty, effort, or violence O Shareholders will try 
to wrest control of the company from the current 
management. 


wrestle /'res-al/ v[I/T] to fight with someone by 
holding and trying to throw that person to the 
ground, or to do this as a sport © [I] He wrestled for 
lowa State University. 
wrestler /'res-lar/ n [C] © professional wrestlers 
wrestling /‘res-lig/ n [U] a sport in which you 
use your arms and legs, or sometimes the arms 
only, to try to force the other competitor to the 
ground and hold that person there for a short time 


PHRASAL VERB with wrestle 


ewrestle with something to try to solve a difficult 
problem or make a difficult decision © He wrestled 
with the problem for several weeks, not sure what 
to do. 


wretch /ret{/ n [C] someone who has suffered a 
lot and deserves sympathy © The poor wretches had 
no chance to survive. 


wretched /'retf-ad/ adj 1 unhappy or ex- 
tremely sad © He looked so ill and wretched as he 
spoke that he made me feel wretched myself. 2 
Something described as wretched is very bad or of 
poor quality: Workers lived in wretched, over- 
crowded shacks. 


wriggle /'rig-al/ v [I/T] to make small quick 
movements with the body, turning from side to 
side © [I] Somehow he twisted himself about and 
wriggled free of Farkas’s grip and danced away. 
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wring /rin/ v [T] past wrung to twist something 
by holding it tightly and turning your hands in op- 
posite directions 0 [M] She wrung out the shirt and 
hung it up to dry. 


IDIOMS with wring 


ewring something from someone, wring something 
out of someone to force or persuade someone to 
give or tell you something © Congress is seeking to 
wring concessions from a weakened President. 

e wring your hands to be anxious or worried about 
something but not do anything about it 0 We 
should do something to help rather than just wring- 
ing our hands about it. 

ewring someone’s neck used for emphasizing that 
you are very angry at someone © | could wring her 
neck for getting me in such trouble. 


wrinkle /'rig-kal/ n [C] a small line in the skin, 
or a small fold in cloth © You need to iron out the 
wrinkles in your skirt. © (fig.) We still need to iron out 
a few wrinkles (= slight problems) in our agreement. 
wrinkle /'rin-kal/ v [I/T] © [I] If you don’t pack the 
dress carefully, it will wrinkle. 


IDIOM with wrinkle 


ewrinkle your nose to show surprise, uncertainty, 
or disgust at something 9 “Oooh, yuck!” 7-year-old 
Pamela says, wrinkling her nose as she wipes gooey 
paste from her fingers onto her sweat pants. 


wrist /rist/ n[C] the narrow part of the arm above 
the hand that can bend to move the hand in dif- 
ferent directions © He developed strong wrists play- 
ing baseball. 


wristwatch /'‘rist-watf, -wo:tf/ n [C] a watch 
that is worn on the wrist 


writ /rit/ n[C] fawa legal document from a court 
of law which orders someone to do something or 
not to do something 


write /ratt/ v [I/T] past simp. wrote, past part. writ- 
ten 1 to create something for other people to read 
or use, such as a book, poem, letter, or piece of 
music © [T] to write a poem/a story/a textbook © [T] 
They wrote some of the best songs of the 70s. © [T] 
They have written computer software to handle our 
sales records. © [T] Hammond wrote a letter to his 
mother/wrote his mother a letter. © [1] He writes well 
and is always a pleasure to read. 2 To write is also 
to put letters, words, numbers, or symbols on a 
paper, screen, or other surface using a pen, pencil, 
KEYBOARD (= the keys of a computer), etc.: [T] 
Please write your name on the dotted line. 3 Some- 
one whose job is to write creates articles, stories, 
or books to be published: [I] She writes for the New 
York Times. 4 To write also means to express an 
idea or opinion in an article, book, etc.: [+ that 
clause] He writes that our highways are getting safer. 
writer /‘rart-ar/ n[C] a person who writes articles, 
books, etc., to be published © a sports writer 0 a 
well-known writer of children’s books 
writing /‘rart-19/ n[U] 1 a person’s style of form- 
ing letters and words with a pen or pencil, or 
something written © Do you recognize the writing 
on the envelope? © There was writing in the margins 
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of many pages in the book. 2 Writing Is also articles, 
poems, books, etc.: fiction/nonfiction writing © 
travel writing 3 Writing is also the activity of cre- 
ating stories, poems, or articles: He talked about the 
experience of teaching writing through interactive 
television. 

writings /‘rait-1qz/ pi n the written works of a 
person © the writings of Abraham Lincoln 


GRAMMAR 
write 
The verb write has two “t’s” in its past partici- 
ple written. All other forms have a single “t.” 

| write English better than | speak it. 

She writes very well. 

We wrote him a letter when he was in 

hospital. 

| am writing English now. 

They have written a song together. 

es ancl 
Remember to use the correct grammar after 
write. You can write to someone or, in informal 
contexts, write someone. 

Pam wrote to me last week. 

Rachel wrote me last week. 
If write is followed by two objects, do not use 
a preposition. 

Jane wrote me a letter last week. 


WORD FAMILY write 


Nouns writer 
writing 
rewrite 
writings 


Adjectives unwritten 
Verbs 


write 
rewrite 


IDIOM with write 


ein writing in the form of a document, printed or 
written on paper © We need to have your offer in 
writing before we can respond to it. 


PHRASAL VERBS with write 


*write down something-[M] to record information 
on paper © /f | don’t write it down, I'll forget it. 
ewrite in someone VOTE [M] (when voting in an 
election) to give the name of someone who is not 
officially listed as your choice © Related adjective: 
WRITE IN 

ewrite in SEND MESSAGE to send a letter or an 
E-MAIL message to make a request or a statement, 
esp. to an organization or business © A Jot of con- 
sumers write in and get nothing in response. 
ewrite off something LOSE MONEY [M] to accept 
that a debt will not be paid or that money has 
been lost © Last year the bank wrote off $17 million 
in bad debts. © Related noun: WRITE-OFF 

ewrite off someone/something CONSIDER 
UNIMPORTANT [M] to decide that someone or 
something is not suitable or good enough to be 
successful © When he lost the election for governor, 
some observers wrote him off as a future candidate, 
but they were proven wrong. 


ewrite out something {M] to write something on 
paper with all the necessary details © Write the 
check out to me. 

ewrite up something/someone {M] 1 to record 
something completely on paper or on a computer, 
often using notes that you have made © We have 
to write up the lab report for chemistry. 2 To write 
up something or someone is also to write an article 
or report about that thing or person that is then 
published: My sister was written up in the school 
newspaper. O Related noun: WRITE-UP 


write-in adj {not gradable] relating to a person 
whose name is not on a BALLOT (= voting paper) 
but who wants to be elected © He got 32 write-in 
votes to Mr. Rose’s 16. © They were running a last- 
minute write-in campaign. © Related verb: WRITE IN 
VOTE 


write-off n [C] a change in a company’s ac- 
counts when it has lost money © After write-offs, 
taxes, and government transfers were deducted, the 
phone company found itself deeply in debt. © Related 
verb: WRITE OFF LOSE MONEY 


write-up n [C] a report or article that makes a 
judgment about something, such as a play or movie 
© | liked the show and gave it a good write-up in the 
college magazine. © Related verb: WRITE UP 


writhe /ra1d/ v [I] to make twisting movements 
with the body, esp. because you are feeling strong 
emotion © He writhed in agony at the thought. 


written /‘rit-?n/ past participle of WRITE 


wrong NOT CORRECT /ro:n/ adj not correct or 
not accurate O Three of your answers were wrong. 
© That clock is wrong — it’s 12:30, not 12:15. 0 | 
dialed the wrong number. © Opposite: RIGHT 
CORRECT 
wrong /ro:n/ adv {not gradable] © It doesn't work 
— what am | doing wrong? 
wrongly /'ro:n:li/ adv [not gradable] © He was 
wrongly accused of the crime. 
wrong /ra:n/ n 


WORD CHOICES wrong 


Incorrect is an alternative to “wrong” when in- 
formation or facts are wrong. 
The information on the website is incorrect. 
A formal word which means “wrong” is erro- 
neous. 
No one could explain how the erroneous 
information had gotten into the report. 
If facts are not completely correct or exact, you 
can use the adjective inaccurate. 
Their estimation of the cost was wildly (= 
extremely) inaccurate. 
False or mistaken can be used when an idea or 
belief is wrong. 
The title gives a false impression of what the 
movie is about. 
| went there in the mistaken belief that it 


would help. 
You can also use mistaken to describe a person 
who is wrong about something. > 
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You're mistaken if you believe we’ve 
discovered nothing of value. 


NOT SUITABLE /r3:n/ adj not suitable or desirable, 
or not as it should be © /t was the wrong time to 
ask for a raise. 0 She was just the wrong person for 
the job. © Opposite: RIGHT SUITABLE 


IMMORAL /r9:n/ adj [not gradable] not morally ac- 
ceptable © He believes that censorship is wrong. © 
Opposite: RIGHT MORAL RULE 
wrong /ro:n/ n [C/U] behavior or an act that is 
morally unacceptable; evil or an evil act © [U] She 
has a keen sense of right and wrong. © [C] It’s im- 
possible to exaggerate the wrongs caused by slavery. 


TREAT UNFAIRLY /ro:n/ v[T] 1 to treat someone in 
an unfair or unacceptable way © He felt he had been 
wronged, but everyone else blamed him for what 
happened. 2 To wrong someone is also to judge 
someone unfairly and express uncertainty about 
that person’s character: That reporter wronged her, 
saying she was an unfit mother. 
wrongful /'rs:n-fal/ adj [not gradable] unfair or 
illegal O He has suffered terribly, after 15 years of 
wrongful imprisonment. 


NOT WORKING /ro:n/ adj [not gradable] not work- 
ing correctly © Something’s wrong with the dish- 
washer — it’s leaking again. 


WORD FAMILY wrong 


Nouns wrong Verbs = wrong 
Adjectives wrong Adverbs wrong 
wrongful wrongly 


wrongfully 


IDIOMS with wrong 


ein the wrong responsible for something bad © 
We had a green light, so she was clearly in the wrong 
when she hit us. 

ein the wrong place at the wrong time in a sit- 
uation where something bad happens to you be- 
cause you are unlucky, not because you do 
anything wrong © A storm can come up, and if you 
are in the wrong place at the wrong time, you could 
get hurt. 


wrongdoing /'r9:9,du:-1n/ n [U] bad or illegal 
behavior © Investigators found no evidence of 
wrongdoing. 

wrongheaded /'ro:n'hed-ad/ adj unsuitable 
and likely to bring bad results if continued © It 


seems wrongheaded to me to spend public money on 
private schools. 


wrote /rout/ past simple of WRITE 
wrought CAUSED /ro:t/ past simple and past 
participle of WREAK 


MADE /ro:t/ adj [not gradable] fm! brought into be- 
ing; made © She’s modest about what she has 
wrought. 


wrought iron /r9:t 'a-arn/ n[U] a type of iron 
that can be shaped © a wrought-iron gate 


wrung /ran/ past simple and past participle of 
WRING 


wry /rat/ adj [-er/-est only] showing that you find 
a bad or difficult situation slightly amusing © a wry 
smile © a wry sense of humor 


WWW 0 [U] abbreviation for WORLD WIDE WEB. 
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X x 


X LETTER, x /eks/ n[C] p/ X’s, Xs, x’s, xs the 24th 
letter of the English alphabet 

NUMBER, x /eks, ten/ number the ROMAN NUMERAL 
for the number 10 


x /eks/, X n[U] used to represent a number, or the 
name of person or thing, that is not known or 
stated © If 2x = 8, then x = 4. 


X-axis /'eks ek-sas/ n[C] pi X-axes mathemat- 
ics a horizontal line that forms one side of a CO- 
ORDINATE PLANE (= region formed by two number 
lines) 


Xerox /'zir-aks/ n [C] trademark a copy of a doc- 
ument or other piece of paper with writing or 
printing on it made by a machine that uses a pro- 
cess similar to that for making photographs © / can 
give you a Xerox of the letter if you like. 

Xerox /‘zir-aks/ v[T] © Would you Xerox six copies 
of the report, please? 


XL /'ek-stra 'lard3/ adj [not gradable] abbreviation 
for extra large; used esp. on clothing to show its 
size 


Xmas /'kris-mas, 'ek-smas/ n [U] abbreviation for 
CHRISTMAS. 


X-rated adj [not gradable] (of movies, electronic 
images, books, magazines, etc.) containing very 
rude language or pictures or information about 
sex that is generally considered offensive 


X-ray /'eks-re1/ n [C] 1 a type of RADIATION (= 
energy in movement) that can go through many 
solid substances, allowing hidden objects such as 
bones in the body to be photographed 2 An X-ray 
is also a photograph of a part of the body made 
by using X-rays: Fortunately the X-rays showed no 
broken bones. 

X-ray /'eks-rei/ v [T] © All luggage has to be x- 
rayed before you can board the plane. 


xylem /‘zai-lam, -lem/ n [U] biology the plant 
tissue that carries water from the roots to the 
leaves and gives strength to the stem or trunk 


xylophone /'zar-la,foun/ n [C/U] a musical in- 
strument of flat, wooden bars of different lengths 
that produce notes when hit with sticks 
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Yy 


Y, y /war/ n[C] p!Y’s, Ys, y’s, ys the 25th letter of 
the English alphabet 


ya /j2/ pronoun not standard (spelled the way it is 
often spoken) you © He greeted me with “How ya 
doin’?” 


yacht /jat/ n [C] a large and usually expensive 
boat, used for racing or for traveling around for 
pleasure O Now he’s had to sell his yacht, his place 
in the Bahamas, his wife’s diamonds. 


yacht club n[C) a private organization for peo- 
ple who own expensive boats © the New York Yacht 
Club 


yak ANIMAL /jzek/ n[C] a type of cattle with long 
hair and long horns, found mainly in Tibet 

TALK /jzk/ v [I] -kk- infm/ to talk for a long time 
about unimportant matters or without achieving 
anything 


y‘alll /j>:1, ja'2:1/ pronoun regional US YOU-ALL 
yam /jzm/ n[C] a SWEET POTATO 


yank /jznk/ v [T] to pull something forcefully with 
a quick movement © They yanked open the screen 
door to run into the kitchen for cookies. 
yank /jaegk/ n [C] © She gave a yank to the reins 
and the horse stopped. 


Yankee /‘jzq-ki/ n [C] regional us (used mainly in 
the South) an American who comes from the 
northern US 


yap /jep/ v [I] -pp- 1 (of a small dog) to make 
short, high sounds 2 disapproving slang (of a person) 
To yap is to talk: /f you weren't so busy yapping you 
wouldn't have missed our exit. 


yard MEASUREMENT /jard/, abbreviation yd. n [C] 
a unit of measurement of length equal to 3 feet or 
approximately 0.914 meter 

LAND AROUND HOUSE /jard/ n [C] a piece of land 
surrounding a house, usually grassy land with trees 
and other plants © The kids are playing in the yard 
out back. 

LAND NEXT TO BUILDING /jard/ n [C] an area of 
ground next to a building that is used for a partic- 
ular, usually business, purpose © a boat yard 0 a 
lumber yard 


yard sale n [C] A GARAGE SALE 


yardstick /‘jard-stik/ n [C] a way of measuring 
how good, accurate, or effective something is 0 A 
high salary isn’t the only yardstick for success. © The 
only valid yardstick for measuring traffic safety is 
deaths per miles driven. 


yarmulke /‘jam-a-ka, ‘jar-mal-ka/ n[C] a small, 
circular cover for the head worn by some Jewish 
men, esp. at religious ceremonies 


yarn THREAD /jarn/ n [U] thick thread used for 
making cloth or for making a piece of clothing esp. 
by KNITTING 


STORY /jarn/ n[C] a story, usually a long one with 
a lot of excitement or interest © a boys’ adventure 
yarn 


yawn /jo:n/ v [I] to open the mouth wide and 
take in and let out a deep breath without con- 
scious effort, usually when you are tired or bored 
© She yawned, covering her mouth with her hand. 
yawn /jo:n/ n[C] © It had been an especially long 
day, she thought, barely stifling a yawn. 


Y-axis /'watr ,zk-sas/ n[C] p!Y-axes mathematics 
a vertical line that forms one side of a COORDINATE 
PLANE (= region formed by two number lines) 


yd. n[C] pl yd. abbreviation for YARD MEASUREMENT 
ye /ji:/ pronoun old use you © Seek and ye shall find. 


yeah /jea, jaa/ adv [not gradable] infmi (spelled 
the way it is often spoken) yes © “Will you drive?” 
“Yeah, sure.” 


year /jir/ n[C] 1 any period of twelve months, or 
a particular period of twelve months beginning 
with January 1 © last/next year 0 She brought along 
her eight-year-old daughter. © My parents have been 
married for 30 years. © Richard earned his degree in 
the year 1995. © You can get cheaper fares now, so 
it’s a good time of year to travel abroad. 2 In a 
school, a year refers to the part of the year during 
which courses are taught: September is the start of 
the new academic year. » Usage: x years old or 
x-year-old? AT OLD AGE 
yearly /'jr-li/ adj, adv [not gradable] © A yearly 
subscription costs $25. 0 Members receive a news- 
letter twice yearly (= two times each year). 


WORD FAMILY year 


Nouns 


year Adverbs yearly 


Adjectives yearly 


IDIOMS with year 


ein years in a long period of time © We haven't 
seen Marie in years. 

eyear in and year out, year in, year out continu- 
ously for many years © Year in and year out, he has 
been one of the best players in baseball. 


yearbook /'j1r-buk/ n [C] a book that is pub- 
lished every year by a school or other organization 
to give facts about the events and achievements 
of the previous year 


yearlong /‘jir'lo:/ adj [not gradable] lasting 
one year, or one school year © The course is a stan- 
dard yearlong introduction to Western civilization. 


yearn /j3rn/ v [I] to desire something strongly, 
esp. something difficult or impossible to obtain © 
[+ to infinitive] Joy yearns to earn enough money 
from her job as a doctor's assistant for her to become 
independent. 


yeast /ji:st/ n [U] a type of FUNGUS (= simple or- 
ganism) that is used in making alcoholic drinks 
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such as beer and wine, and in making bread RISE 
(= swell) and become soft 


yell /jel/ v [I/T] to shout words or make a loud 
noise, often when you want to get someone’s at- 
tention or because you are angry, excited, or in 
pain © “Come back,” they yelled. © [|] Snyder heard 
a woman yell for help. 
yell /jel/ n[C] © We all let out a yell of satisfaction. 


yellow /‘jel-ou/ adj, n [C/U] (of) a color like that 
of a lemon © yellow roses © sweet yellow corn 


yellow jacket n [C] a black and yellow flying 
insect that stings 


yellow pages n [U] a telephone book or part 
of one that is printed on yellow paper and contains 
telephone numbers and advertisements for 
businesses 


yelp /jelp/ v [I] to make a sudden, short, high 
sound, usually when in pain © He screwed up his 
face and yelped in pain. 
yelp /jelp/ n [C] © She let out a yelp of fear. 


yen /jen/ n[C usually sing] infm/a strong but often 
sudden and temporary desire © That day she had 
a yen for pizza. 


yep /jep, jap/ adv infm! (spelled the way it is often 
spoken) yes © “Should we go?” “Yep.” 


yes /jes, jes, jze/ adv [not gradable] 1 used to 
express approval, willingness, or agreement © 
“Would you like a glass of water?” “Yes, please.” © 
“Is Chambers Street in this direction?” “Yes, just keep 
going and you'll come to it.” © If you would say yes 
(= agree), you'd save us all a lot of trouble. 2 Yes 
can be used to show that you are ready to listen 
to someone or to answer someone's request for 
information: “Daddy.” “Yes, what do you want, 
honey?” 
yes /jes/ n[C] © The answer is yes. 


IDIOM with yes 


eyes, sir used for expressing strong agreement © 
He asked if he could talk to me, and | said, “Yes, sir.” 


yesterday /‘jes-tar-di, -dei/ adv [not gradable] 
on the day before this day © We got back from our 
vacation yesterday. © Yesterday | started exercising 
seriously. 
yesterday /'jes-tar-di, -dei/ n [U] © “Is that to- 
day’s paper?” “No, it’s yesterday's.” 


yet NOW/THEN /jet/ adv [not gradable] (used in 
negative statements and questions) at this time or 
at that time; now or then © “Is dinner ready?” “Not 
yet.” © Has Janet finished her homework yet? O He 
had not yet decided what to do. 

IN THE FUTURE /jet/ adv [not gradable] in the fu- 
ture; still © The best was yet to come. 

DESPITE THAT /jet/ conjunction, adv [not gradable] 
despite that © Melissa was not doing well in her 
physics course, yet overall she had a B average. 


IN ADDITION /jet/ adv [not gradable] (used esp. 
when describing a long process or an event in a 
series) in addition; once more © The governor com- 
missioned yet another study. © She didn’t want to 
explain yet again why she was disappointed. 


EVEN NOW /jet/ adv [not gradable] even at this 
stage or time © We may yet succeed — you never 
know. 


yield PRODUCE /ji:ld/ v [T] to supply or produce 
something positive such as a profit, an amount of 
food, or information © Some mutual funds are cur- 
rently yielding 15% on new money invested. 
yield /ji:ld/ n[C usually pl] a profit or an amount 
esp. of a crop produced © Over the past 50 years, 
crop yields have risen steadily in the US. 


GIVE UP /ji:ld/ v [I/T] 1 to give up the control of or 
responsibility for something, often because you 
have been forced to © [T] to yield power 2 If some- 
thing yields information, it provides it: A letter 
found by the FBI last week may yield new clues. 3 If 
you yield to something, you accept that you have 
been defeated by it: [I] /t’s easy to yield to the temp- 
tation to borrow a lot of money. 4 To yield to traffic 
coming from another direction is to wait and allow 
it to go first. 


y’ know /ja'nou/ contraction of you know © See 
at YOU IDIOMS 


yO /jou/ exclamation infmi used as a spoken greet- 
ing, or to get someone’s attention © Yo, check it 
out! 


yodel /‘joud-41/ v [I] to sing by making a series of 
fast changes between the natural voice and a 
much higher voice 
yodel /‘joud-4l/ n [C] 


yoga /'jov-ga/ n[U] a set of physical and mental 
exercises that are intended to give control over the 
body and mind 


yogurt, yoghurt /‘jou-gart/ n [U] a thick, liquid 
food made from milk with bacteria added to it, 
that is slightly sour but is sometimes made sweet 
and flavored with fruit 


yoke /jouk/ n [C] 1 (esp. in the past) a wooden 
bar fastened over the necks of two animals, esp. 
cattle, and connected to a vehicle or load that they 
are pulling 2 fig. Yoke can also refer to something 
that unfairly limits freedom: the yoke of slavery 


yokel /‘jou-kal/ n[C] a person who lives in an area 
far from cities, is not familiar with city ways, and 
is therefore considered slightly stupid © USAGE: 
This word is offensive 


yolk /jouk/ n [C/U] biology the yellow middle 
part of an egg, which provides food for a devel- 
oping animal 

Yom Kippur /,joum-ka'pur, ,jo:m-; jam'kip- 
ar/, Day of Atonement rn [U] a Jewish holy day in 
September or October 


yonder /‘jan-dar/ adj, adv [not gradable] dated in 
the place or direction shown; over there © She lives 
in that town yonder. 


yOu PERSON/PEOPLE /ju:, ja/ pronoun the person 
or people spoken to © You look nice. © | love you. © 
Are you two ready? 

PEOPLE GENERALLY /ju:, j9/ pronoun people in gen- 
eral; anyone © How do you get this thing to start? 
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you-all 


IDIOMS with you 


eyou bet yes, | agree © “You will pick up Alice after 
school, won't you?” “You bet.” 

¢you can say that again | completely agree with 
you 0 “It’s hot!” “You can say that again.” 

eyou can’t miss it it is easy to find © To get to the 
mall, go to the next traffic light and make a left — 
you can’t miss it. 

eyou can’t win them all, you win some, you lose 
some no person can always succeed © “! was sorry 
to hear that someone else got the job.” “Oh well, 
you can’t win them all.” 

eyou know, y’know 1 infmi/ used as a pause while 
speaking or while thinking of what to say next or 
how to say it © She was cleaning the house, you 
know, when the phone rang. 2 infml Some people 
say you know or (y'know) at the end of a statement 
to make sure the person they are talking to un- 
derstands: /t didn’t have to happen that way, you 
know? 

eyou know something, you know what infm/ used 
before giving an opinion or a piece of information 
© You know what? | think it’s time to go home. 
eyou mean used as part of a question when you 
are not sure of the facts or are expressing surprise 
oO “They all showed up.” “You mean the entire 
family?” 

eyou name it anything © Coke, ginger ale, root beer 
— you name it, I’ve got it. 

eyou never can tell, you never know there is no 
way of knowing or being certain, esp. about the 
future © /t sounds like a nice place to live, but you 
never can tell — we may end up hating it. 

eyou Said it | agree with you, but | did not want 
to be the person to say what you said © “/t was 
stupid of me to lend him that money.” “You said it.” 
¢(do) you see what | mean do you understand 
what | am trying to explain © You have to hold the 
bar down while you lock it —do you see what | mean? 
eyou're telling me used for expressing strong 
agreement with something someone just said © 
“Stephen's in a really bad mood today.” “You're tell- 
ing me!” 

eyou’re welcome used as a polite answer when 
someone thanks you for something © “Thanks for 
returning the video.” “Youre welcome!” 


you-all, y’all /jus'o:l, ja'a:l, ja:l/ pronoun regional 
US you © Do you-all want some coffee before you 
leave? © USAGE: You-all is a normal part of polite 
speech in the southeast of the US, and usually re- 
fers to more than one person. 


you'd /ju:d, jud, jad/ contraction of you had or 
you would 0 Youd (= You would) be warmer in your 
black jacket. © It happened just after you'd (= you 
had) left the room. 


you' Tl /‘ju:-al, jul, jal/ contraction of you will or you 
shall 0 | don’t know if you'll like it. 


young /jay/ adj [-er/-est only] (esp. of something 
living) at an early stage of development or exis- 
tence; not old © Young children should not be left 
alone at home. © | work with wonderful young people 
mostly in their late teens. © The new law creates a 
new driver’s license for those as young as 14. 
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young /jan/ pin 1 Society can provide the young 
with valuable opportunities to help their communi- 
ties. 2 Young are the babies of an animal: The bird 
flew back to the nest to feed her young. 


WORD FAMILY young 


Nouns young 


Adjectives young 
youngster youthful 
youth 


youthfulness 


youngster /'janster/ n [C] a young person o 
The program was designed to find summer jobs for 
city youngsters ages 14 to 21. 


your BELONGING TO YOU /jur, jour, j2:1, jar/ pro- 
noun belonging to or connected with the person 
or people being spoken to; the possessive form of 
you © Is this your umbrella? © Let’s take your car 
because it has more room than mine. 


OF PEOPLE GENERALLY /jur, jour, jo:r, jar/ pronoun 
belonging to or connected with any person or 
people generally © Exercise is good for your health. 


IDIOM with your 


ein your face slang behaving or done in a direct, 
often rude way that is annoying and cannot be 
ignored © If you don’t tell them to get lost, they'll be 
back in your face faster than you know it. 


you're /'ju:-ar, jar, jor, jour, ja:r/ contraction of 
you are O You need to wear seat belts when you're 
in the car. 


yours /jurz, jourz, j2:1z, j3rz/ pronoun belonging 
to or connected with the person or people being 
spoken to, or that which belongs to you © Our 
apartment isn’t as large as yours, but it suits us. © 
I’ve got something of yours (= that belongs to you). 


yourself /jar'self/ pronoun pi yourselves 1 the 
person or people being spoken to; the reflexive 
form of you © Be careful with that knife or you'll cut 
yourself. 2 Yourself is sometimes used to empha- 
size the subject of the sentence: Did you girls ac- 
tually raise this money yourselves? 3 |f you do 
something (all) by yourself, you do it alone or 
without help from anyone: You're old enough to 
take the bus by yourself, aren’t you, Joyce? 4 If you 
have something (all) to yourself, you have it for 
your use only: Now that Neil and Sam are away, 
youve got the whole house to yourself. 


yours truly n [U] humorous me © You heard Mi- 
chael and yours truly talking just a few minutes ago. 


youth /ju:e/ n [C/U] 1 the period of your life 
when you are young, or the state of being young 
© [U] | was a good football player in my youth. 2 
Youth also refers to young people in general: [U] 
It’s quite a job, training the youth of the country to 
be mature, responsible citizens. 3 A youth is a boy 
or a young man: [C] Our organization helps to 
shape character, citizenship, and fitness in these 
youths. 

youthful /‘ju:6-fal/ adj characteristic of young 
people, or relating to the period of life when you 
are young © Her youthful enthusiasm always makes 
her seem ageless. 
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youthfulness /‘ju:e-fal-nas/ n [U] 


you Ve /ju:y, jav/ contraction of you have © You've 
told me that story at least twice before. 


yo-yo /'jou-jou/ n [C] pi yo-yos a toy consisting 
of a circular object that can be made to roll down 
and up a string that is tied to your hand if you spin 
the object and move your hand quickly at the 
same time 
yo-yo /'jou-jou/ adj [not gradable] fig. character- 
ized by large and sudden changes from one con- 
dition to another © Research on yo-yo dieting 
indicates that going on and off diets repeatedly will 
make weight control difficult in the long run. 


yucca /'jak-a/ n[C] a plant with long, stiff leaves 
on a thick stem and sometimes with white, bell- 
shaped flowers 
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yuck /jak/ exclamation an expression of disgust © 
“Do you want to hold the snake?” “Yuck, no 
thanks.” 
yucky /'jak-i/ adj infmi disgusting or unpleasant © 
My daughter says broccoli is yucky and refuses to 
eat it. 


yule /ju:l/ n [U] esp. old use Christmas. 


yummy /'jam-i/ adj infmi (of food) tasting ex- 
tremely good © The chocolate cake was yummy. 


yup /jap/ adv infm! (spelled the way it is spoken) 
yes © “Can you see it?” “Yup, there it is.” 


yuppie /‘jap-i/ n [C] esp. disapproving a young, 
educated person who lives in a city and is success- 
ful in business, and who has a life style that in- 
volves spending a lot of money © Once the yuppies 
started moving in, rents went way up. 


ZZ 


Z, z /zi:, Cdn often zed/ n[C] pl Z's, Zs, z’s, zs the 
26th and last letter of the English alphabet 


zany /'ze1-ni/ adj surprisingly different and a little 
strange, and therefore amusing and interesting © 
He was responsible for the zany Sesame Street pup- 
pet characters loved by children worldwide. 


Zap DESTROY /zzp/ v [T] -pp- infmi/ 1 to destroy 
or attack something suddenly, esp. with electricity, 
RADIATION, or another form of energy © The salon 
uses lasers to zap unwanted hair. 2 To zap some- 
thing is also to cook or heat it in a MICROWAVE: Do 
you want that meatloaf cold, or should | zap it? 


GO QUICKLY /zzp/ v [T] -pp- infm! to move some- 
thing quickly © You can zap files straight to the 
printer from a PDA or laptop. 


zeal /zi:|/ n [U] great enthusiasm or interest © re- 
ligious zeal © [+ to infinitive] In his zeal to get his 
work finished on time, he made a lot of mistakes. 
zealous /'zel-as/ adj enthusiastic and eager © He 
thought the reporters were too zealous in their at- 
tempts to get into the event. 


zebra /'zi:-bra, Cdn often 'zeb-ra/ n[C] an African 
wild animal that looks like a horse but has black 
and white or brown and white lines on its body 


zed /zed/ n[C] 8r, Cdn the last letter of the English 
alphabet; Z 


Zen /zen/ n [U] a religion that is a form of Bud- 
dhism developed in Japan 


zenith /'zi:-nae, Cdn often 'zen-30/ n[C] the best, 
highest, or most successful point or time © Their 
popularity reached its zenith in the mid-1990s. 


zero NUMBER /‘zir-ou, 'zi:-rou/ number p! zeros, 
zeroes 0 

NOTHING /‘zir-ou, 'Zi:-rou/ n[U] nothing; not any- 
thing © Visibility in the fog was just about zero. 
zero /'zIr-0u, 'zit-rou/ adj [not gradable] not any 
or no © The economy showed zero growth in the first 
quarter of this year. 


PHRASAL VERB with zero 


ezero in (on something/someone), zeroing, ze- 
roed 1 to direct all your attention to one thing © 
We've zeroed in on the real problem — we don’t save 
enough money. 2 lf you zero in a weapon, you aim 
it directly at something you want to hit: Computers 
help the pilots to zero in on their targets. 


zero-sumM adj [not gradable] having a result in 
which one person loses as much as another 
benefits 


zest /zest/ n [UJ enthusiasm and energy © She’s 
over 80, but she still has an amazing zest for life. 


Zigzag /'z1g-zzg/ v [I] -gg- to move by going 
first in one direction and then in a different direc- 
tion, and continuing in this way 0 We zigzagged 
through the crowds of tourists in the museum. 


zilch /zilt{/ n [U] infm! nothing © Tom knew zilch 
about sports. 


zillion /‘zil-jan/ n [C] infm! an extremely large 
number or amount © There were zillions of people 
to help you, all the time. 


zine /z1nk/ n [U] a blue-white metal used esp. in 
combination with other metals or for covering 
other metals to protect them 


zinfandel /'z1n-fan ,del/ n [C/U] a dry, red wine 
made in California, or the GRAPES that it comes 
from 


Zionism /'zar-a,niz-am/ n[U] world history an 
international political and religious movement 
that supported establishing an independent Jew- 
ish state in Palestine and that supports the modern 
state of Israel 


Zip FASTEN /z1p/ v [T] -pp- to fasten a bag, cloth- 
ing, etc. with a ZIPPER © [T] I’ve got so much stuff 
in this bag, | can’t zip it shut. 0 [M] You have to help 
the kids zip their coats up. 


MOVE FAST /zip/ v [I always + adv/prep] -pp- to 
travel very fast O Messengers on bicycles zipped fear- 
lessly through the capital's traffic. 

Zip /z1p/ n[U] infmi something that creates a feel- 
ing of energy or excitement © Add pepper to give a 
little zip to the sauce. 


zip code, ZIP code n[C] aseries of numbers that 
forms part of an address in the US and is used to 
help organize mail for delivery 


zipper /'z1p-ar/ n [C] a device for fastening to- 
gether an opening in clothes, bags, etc., and con- 
sisting of two rows of little metal or plastic parts 
that can be locked together by sliding another part 
over them 


zodiac /'zoud-i: ,ek/ n [C/U] an area of the sky 
in which the positions of the sun, moon, stars, and 
planets are believed in ASTROLOGY to influence hu- 
man behavior, and which is divided into twelve 
equal sections 


zombie /'zam-bi/ n[C] 1 someone who moves 
around as if unconscious and being controlled by 
someone else 0 / was so tired, | walked around like 
a zombie. 2 (in stories, movies, etc.) A zombie is a 
dead person brought back to life without the abil- 
ity to speak or move easily. 


zone /zoun/ n[C] an area, esp. one that has dif- 
ferent characteristics from the ones around it or is 
used for different purposes © a construction/work/ 
flood/combat/war zone © He was charged with driv- 
ing 75 mph ina 55 mph zone. 
zone /zoun/ v [T] to set rules for the use of land 
or for the types of structures that can be built on 
it O The land is now zoned for single-family homes 
on two-acre plots. © This area was originally zoned 
commercial. 
zoning /'zou-nin/ n [U] the act of setting rules 
for the use of land and the types of structures that 
can be built on it © The town’s new zoning estab- 
lishes a height limit of eight stories on any new build- 
ing. © San Francisco has strict zoning laws to preserve 
neighborhoods. 


ez bat | a hot | a1 bite | au house | e1 late | 1 fit | i: feet | 2: saw | 21 boy | ou go | U put | u: rude | a cut | a alone 


1113 zygote 


ZOO /zu:/ n [C] pl Zoos an area in which animals, 
esp. wild animals, are kept so that people can go 
and look at them © The children love to visit the 
elephants at the zoo. 


zoology /zou 'al-a-d3i, za'wal-/ n [U] the scien- 
tific study of animals 
zoological /,zou-a'lad3:1-kal/ adj [not gradable] 
© zoological research 

Zoom /zu:m/ v [I] infmi 1 to move very quickly © 
Cars and trucks zoom past. 2 If costs, sales, etc., 


zoom, they increase quickly: In two months the 
magazine’s circulation zoomed to 26,000. 


PHRASAL VERBS with zoom 


«zoom in to adjust a camera to make a person or 
thing being photographed appear larger or closer 


dz jump | j yes | I little | *m hm | ®n cotton | 9 sing | J shoe | t meeting | @ think | 6this | tf choose | 3 measure 


© At the beginning of the movie, the camera zooms 
in to show two people sitting by the side of a river. 
ezoom out to adjust a camera to make a person 
or thing being photographed appear smaller or 
farther away © Zoom out and aim at Uncle Dave 
flipping burgers on the grill. 


zooplankton /,zou:a'plenk-tan/ p/n biology 
very small animals that float near the surface of 
water 


zucchini /zu'ki:-ni/ n [C/U] p/ zucchini, zuc- 
chinis a long, thin vegetable with a green or yel- 
low skin that is usually cooked before being eaten 


zygote /'za1-gout/ n[C] biology the cell that will 
develop into a baby person or animal and that is 
created when a male and female GAMETE (= cell 
from each parent) unite 
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Geographic names 


This list shows the spellings for the names of countries, regions, continents, seas, and oceans 
that you may see when you are reading English. Each name is followed by the adjective that 
you use when talking about the noun (e.g. Belgium is a country in Europe. Belgian chocolate 
comes from Belgium). Usually, the word meaning “a person from this country” is a noun that 
is exactly the same as the adjective (so someone from Belgium is a Belgian). If the word for a 
person is different from the adjective, it is shown in the list below after the adjective (e.g. 
Finland, Finnish, Finn). 

To talk about more than one person from a country, just add s (e.g. one Belgian, two Bel- 
gians), except for words ending in -ese or -s, which stay the same (e.g. Chinese, Swiss) and 
words ending in -man or -woman, which change to -men or -women (e.g. one Irishman, two 
Irishmen). 

This list is only here to help you with spelling and reading. Not all of these words are names 
of countries. Some of them are continents or regions. If a name is included or not included 
here, that does not mean that it is or is not an official country. The list also includes some old 
names of countries, because you may still find these names when your are reading. 


Name Adjective Person 
Afghanistan Afghan 
Africa African 
Alaska Alaskan 
Albania Albanian 
Algeria Algerian 
Andorra Andorran 
Angola Angolan 
Antarctica Antarctic 
Antigua and Barbuda Antiguan 
the Arctic Arctic 


Argentina Argentine/Argentinian 
Armenia Armenian 

Asia Asian 

the Atlantic Atlantic 

Australia Australian 

Austria Austrian 

Azerbaijan Azerbaijani Azeri 
the Bahamas Bahamian 

Bahrain Bahraini 

the Balkans Balkan 

the Baltic Baltic 

Bangladesh Bangladeshi 

Barbados Barbadian 

Belarus Belorussian 

Belgium Belgian 

Belize Belizean 

Benin Beninese 

Bermuda Bermudan 

Bhutan Bhutanese 

Bolivia Bolivian 
Bosnia-Herzegovina Bosnian 

Botswana Botswanan Motswana (singular)/Batswana 


Brazil 


(plural) 


Brazilian 


Brunel 

Bulgaria 

Burkina Faso 

Burma 

Burundi 

Cambodia 

Cameroon 

Canada 

Cape Verde 

the Caribbean 

the Cayman Islands 

the Central African Republic 

Central America 

Chad 

Chile 

China 

Colombia 

Comoros 

the Democratic Republic of 
Congo 

Costa Rica 

Cote d'Ivoire 

Croatia 

Cuba 

Cyprus 

the Czech Republic 

Denmark 

Djibouti 

Dominica 

the Dominican Republic 

East Timor 

Ecuador 

Egypt 

El Salvador 

England 

Equatorial Guinea 

Eritrea 

Estonia 

Ethiopia 

Europe 

Fiji 

Finland 

France 

Gabon 

Gambia 

Georgia 

Germany 

Ghana 

Gibraltar 

Greece 

Greenland 


Adjective 


Bruneian 
Bulgarian 
Burkinabe 
Burmese 
Burundi 
Cambodian 
Cameroonian 
Canadian 
Cape Verdean 
Caribbean 
Cayman Island 
Central African 
Central American 
Chadian 
Chilean 
Chinese 
Colombian 
Comoran 
Congolese 


Costa Rican 
Ivorian 
Croatian 
Cuban 
Cypriot 
Czech 
Danish 
Djiboutian 
Dominican 
Dominican 
East Timorese 
Ecuadorian 
Egyptian 
Salvadoran 
English 
Equatorial Guinean 
Eritrean 
Estonian 
Ethiopian 
European 
Fijian 
Finnish 
French 
Gabonese 
Gambian 
Georgian 
German 
Ghanaian 
Gibraltarian 
Greek 
Greenlandic 


Person 


Burundian 


Cayman Islander 


Croat 


Dane 


Englishman/Englishwoman 


Finn 


Frenchman/Frenchwoman 


Greenlander 


Name 


Grenada 
Guatemala 
Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Holland/the Netherlands 
Honduras 
Hong Kong 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 

the Indian Ocean 
Indonesia 
lran 

lraq 

lreland 
Israel 

Italy 

Ivory Coast 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kazakhstan 
Kenya 
Kiribati 
Kuwait 
Kyrgyzstan 
Laos 

Latvia 
Lebanon 
Lesotho 


the Levant 

Liberia 

Libya 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Macedonia 
Madagascar 
Malawi 

Malaysia 

the Maldives 

Mali 

Malta 

the Marshall Islands 
Mauritania 
Mauritius 

the Mediterranean 
Melanesia 


Adjective 


Grenadian 
Guatemalan 
Guinean 
Guinea-Bissauan 
Guyanese 
Haitian 
Dutch 
Honduran 
Hong Kong 
Hungarian 
Icelandic 
Indian 
Indian Ocean 
Indonesian 
lranian 
lraqi 

Irish 

Israeli 
Italian 
Ivorian 
Jamaican 
Japanese 
Jordanian 
Kazakh 
Kenyan 
Kiribati 
Kuwaiti 
Kyrgyz 
Laotian 
Latvian 
Lebanese 
Sotho 


Levantine 
Liberian 
Libyan 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuanian 
Luxembourg 
Macedonian 
Malagasy 
Malawian 
Malaysian 
Maldivian 
Malian 
Maltese 
Marshallese 
Mauritanian 
Mauritian 
Mediterranean 
Melanesian 


Person 


Dutchman/Dutchwoman 


Icelander 


lrishman/Irishwoman 


Mosotho (singular)/Basotho 


(plural 


Liechtensteiner 


Luxemburger 


Marshall Islander 


Name 


Mexico 

Micronesia 
Moldova 

Monaco 

Mongolia 
Montserrat 
Morocco 
Mozambique 
Myanmar 

Namibia 

Nauru 

Nepal 

the Netherlands/Holland 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 

Niger 

Nigeria 

North America 
North Korea 
Norway 

Oman 

the Pacific 

Pakistan 

Palestine 

Panama 

Papua New Guinea 
Paraguay 

Persia 

Peru 

the Philippines 
Poland 

Polynesia 

Portugal 

Puerto Rico 

Qatar 

Quebec : 
the Republic of Congo 
Romania 

Russia 

Rwanda 

Samoa 

San Marino 

Sao Tomé and Principe 
Saudi Arabia 
Scandinavia 
Scotland 

Senegal 

the Seychelles 
Siberia 

Sierra Leone 


Singapore 


Adjective Person 


Mexican 

Micronesian 

Moldovan 

Monégasque 

Mongolian 

Montserratian 

Moroccan 

Mozambican 

Burmese 

Namibian 

Nauruan 

Nepalese 

Dutch Dutchman/Dutchwoman 
New Zealand New Zealander 
Nicaraguan 

Nigerien 

Nigerian 

North American 

North Korean 

Norwegian 

Omani 

Pacific 

Pakistani 

Palestinian 

Panamanian 

Papua New Guinean 
Paraguayan 

Persian 

Peruvian 

Philippine Filipino 
Polish Pole 
Polynesian 

Portuguese 

Puerto Rican 

Qatari 

Quebecois 

Congolese 

Romanian 

Russian 

Rwandan 

Samoan 

Sanmarinese 

Sao Toméan 

Saudi 

Scandinavian 

Scottish Scot/Scotsman/Scotswoman 
Senegalese 

Seychelle Seychellois 
Siberian 

Sierra Leonean 
Singaporean 


Name 


Slovakia 

Slovenia 

the Solomon Islands 
Somalia 

South Africa 

South America 
South Korea 

Spain 

Sri Lanka 

St. Kitts and Nevis 
St. Lucia 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 


— Sudan 


Suriname 

Swaziland 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Syria 

Tahiti 

Taiwan 

Tajikistan 

Tanzania 

Thailand 

Tibet 

Togo 

Tonga 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Tunisia 

Turkey 
Turkmenistan 
Tuvalu 

Uganda 

Ukraine 

the United Arab Emirates 
the United Kingdom 
the United States of America 
Uruguay 

Uzbekistan 

Vanuatu 

Vatican City 
Venezuela 

Vietnam 

Wales 

Western Sahara 
Yemen 

Yugoslavia 

Zaire 

Zambia 

Zimbabwe 


Adjective 


Slovak 
Slovenian 
Solomon Islander 
Somali 

South African 
South American 
South Korean 
Spanish 

Sri Lankan 
Kittsian 
SiaUiciain 
Vincentian 
Sudanese 
Surinamese 
Swazi 
Swedish 
Swiss 

Syrian 
Tahitian 
Taiwanese 
Tajik 
Tanzanian 
Thai 

Tibetan 
Togolese 
Tongan 
Trinidadian 
Tunisian 
Turkish 
Turkmen 
Tuvaluan 
Ugandan 
Ukrainian 
Emirian 
British 
American 
Uruguayan 
Uzbek 
Vanuatuan 
Vatican 
Venezuelan 
Vietnamese 
Welsh 
Sahrawi/Sahrawian 
Yemeni 
Yugoslav 
Zairean 
Zambian 
Zimbabwean 


Person 


Slovene 


Spaniard 


Surinamer 


Swede 


Turk 


Briton 


Welshman/Welshwoman 
Sahrawi 


Infinitive 


arise 
awake 
be 
bear 
beat 
become 
befall 
begin 
behold 
belie 
bend 
bet 
bid 
bind 
bite 
bleed 
blow 
break 
breed 
bring 
broadcast 
build 

~ burn 
burst 
buy 
cast 
catch 
choose 
cling 
come 
cost 
creep 
cut 
deal 
dig 
dive 
draw 
dream 
drink 
drive 
dwell 
eat 
fall 
feed 
feel 


Irregular Verbs 


Past Simple 


arose 
awoke, awaked 
was/were 

bore 

beat 

became 

befell 

began 

beheld 

belied 

bent 

bet 

bade, bid 
bound 

bit 

bled 

blew 

broke 

bred 

brought 
broadcast, broadcasted 
built 

burned, burnt 
burst 

bought 

cast 

caught 

chose 

clung 

came 

cost 

crept 

cut 

dealt 

dug 

dived, dove 
drew 
dreamed, dreamt 
drank 

drove 
dwelled, dwelt 
ate 

fell 

fed 

felt 


Past Participle 


arisen 
awoken, awaked, awoke 
been 

borne 

beaten 
become 
befallen 
begun 

beheld 

belied 

bent 

bet 

bid, bidden 
bound 

bitten 

bled 

blown 

broken 

bred 

brought 
broadcast, broadcasted 
built 

burned, burnt 
burst 

bought 

cast 

caught 
chosen 

clung 

come 

cost 

crept 

cut 

dealt 

dug 

dived 

drawn 
dreamed, dreamt 
drunk 

driven 
dwelled, dwelt 
eaten 

fallen 

fed 

felt 


Infinitive 


fight 
find 
flee 
fling 
fly 
forbid 
forecast 
foresee 
forget 
forgive 
forgo 
forsake 
freeze 
get 
give 
go 
grind 
grow 
hang 
have 
hear 
hew 
hide 
hit 
hold 
hurt 
input 


interweave 


keep 
kneel 
knit 
know 
lead 
leap 
leave 
lend 

let 

lie 

light 
lip-read 
lose 
make 
mean 
meet 
mimic 
mislay 
mislead 
mistake 


Past Simple 


fought 

found 

fled 

flung 

flew 

forbade 
forecast, forecasted 
foresaw 
forgot 
forgave 
forwent 
forsook 

froze 

got 

gave 

went 

ground 

grew 

hung, hanged 
had 

heard 

hewed 

hid 

hit 

held 

hurt 

input, inputted 
interwove 
kept 

knelt, kneeled 
knitted, knit 
knew 

led 

leaped, leapt 
left 

lent 

let 

lay, lied 

lit, lighted 
lip-read /'l1p-red/ 
lost 

made 

meant 

met 
mimicked 
mislaid 
misled 
mistook 


Past Participle 


fought 

found 

fled 

flung 

flown 
forbidden 
forecast, forecasted 
foreseen 
forgotten 
forgiven 
forgone 
forsaken 
frozen 

got, gotten 
given 

gone 

ground 
grown 

hung, hanged 
had 

heard 

hewed, hewn 
hidden 

hit 

held 

hurt 

input, inputted 
interwoven 
kept 

knelt, kneeled 
knitted, knit 
known 

led 

leaped, leapt 
left 

lent 

let 

lain, lied 

lit, lighted 
lip-read /'l1p-red/ 
lost 

made 

meant 

met 
mimicked 
mislaid 
misled 
mistaken 


Infinitive 


misunderstand 
mow 
offset 
outdo 
outgrow 
outrun 
overcome 
overdo 
overeat 
overhang 
overhear 
override 
overrun 
oversee 
overshoot 
oversleep 
overtake 
overthrow 
partake 
pay 
plead 
prove 
put 

quit 

read 
rebuild 
remake 
rend 
repay 
rerun 
rethink 
rewrite 
rid 

ride 

ring 

rise 

run 

Saw 

Say 

see 

seek 

sell 

send 

set 

sew 
shake 
shear 
shed 


Past Simple 


misunderstood 
mowed 
offset 
outdid 
outgrew 
outran 
overcame 
overdid 
overate 
overhung 
overheard 
overrode 
overran 
oversaw 
overshot 
overslept 
overtook 
overthrew 
partook 
paid 
pleaded, pled 
proved 
put 

quit 

read /red/ 
rebuilt 
remade 
rent 
repaid 
reran 
rethought 
rewrote 
rid 

rode 

rang 

rose 

ran 

sawed 
said 

saw 
sought 
sold 

sent 

set 

sewed 
shook 
sheared 
shed 


Past Participle 


misunderstood 
mowed, mown 
offset 
outdone 
outgrown 
outrun 
overcome 
overdone 
overeaten 
overhung 
overheard 
overridden 
overrun 
overseen 
overshot 
overslept 
overtaken 
overthrown 
partaken 
paid 

pleaded, pled 
proved, proven 
put 

quit 

read /red/ 
rebuilt 
remade 

rent 

repaid 

rerun 
rethought 
rewritten 

rid 

ridden 

rung 

risen 

run 

sawn, sawed 
said 

seen 

sought 

sold 

sent 

set 

sewn, sewed 
shaken 
sheared, shorn 
shed 


Infinitive 


shine 
shoe 
shoot 
show 
shrink 
shut 
sink 
sit 
slay 
sleep 
slide 
sling 
slink 
slit 
smell 
sneak 
SOW 
speak 
speed 
spend 
spin 
spit 
split 
spoil 
spring 
stand 
steal 
stick 
sting 
stink 
strew 
stride 
strike 
string 
strive 
sublet 
swear 
sweep 
swell 
swim 
take 
teach 
tear 
tell 
think 
throw 
thrust 
tread 


Past Simple 


shone 
shod, shoed 
shot 
showed 
shrank 

shut 

sank 

sat 

slayed, slew 
slept 

slid 

slung 

slunk 

slit 

smelled 
sneaked, snuck 
sowed 
spoke 

sped, speeded 
spent 

spun 

spat 

split 
spoiled, spoilt 
sprang 
stood 

stole 

stuck 

stung 
stank, stunk 
strewed 
strode 
struck 
strung 
strove, strived 
sublet 
swore 
swept 
swelled 
swam 

took 
taught 

tore 

told 
thought 
threw 
thrust 

trod 


Past Participle 


shone 

shod, shoed 
shot 

shown 

shrunk 

shut 

sunk 

sat 

slain 

slept 

slid 

slung 

slunk 

slit 

smelled 
sneaked, snuck 
sown, sowed 
spoken 

sped, speeded 
spent 

spun 

spat 

split 

spoiled, spoilt 
sprung 

stood 

stolen 

stuck 

stung 

stunk 

strewn, strewed 
strode 

struck, stricken 
strung 
striven, strived 
sublet 

sworn 

swept 

swollen, swelled 
swum 

taken 

taught 

torn 

told 

thought 
thrown 

thrust 
trodden, trod 


Infinitive 


typecast 
undercut 


undergo 
underlie 
underwrite 
understand 
undertake 
undo 
unwind 
wear 
weave 
wed 

weep 

wet 

win 

wind 
withdraw 
withhold 
withstand 
wreak 
wring 
write 


Past Simple 


typecast 
undercut 
underwent 
underlay 
underwrote 
understood 
undertook 
undid 
unwound 
wore 

wove, weaved 
wedded, wed 
wept 

wet, wetted 
won 
wound 
withdrew 
withheld 
withstood 
wreaked 
wrung 
wrote 


Past Participle 


typecast 
undercut 
undergone 
underlain 
underwitten 
understood 
undertaken 
undone 
unwound 
worn 
woven, weaved 
wedded, wed 
wept 

wet, wetted 
won 

wound 
withdrawn 
withheld 
withstood 
wreaked 
wrung 
written 


Prefixes 


ante- before or in front of 


anti- 1 opposed to or against 2 preventing or 
destroying 


auto- 1 operating without being controlled by hu- 
mans 2 self 


bi- two 

centi-, cent- hundred 

co- with or together 

contra--against or opposite 
counter- opposing or as a reaction to 


cross- 1 across 2 including different groups or 
subjects 


cyber- involving, using, or relating to computers, 
especially the Internet 


de- to take something away 

dis- not or the opposite of 

e- electronic, usually relating to the Internet 
eco- relating to the environment 


en- 1 used to form verbs which mean to put into 
or onto something 2 used to form verbs which 
mean to cause to be something 


Euro- relating to Europe 

ex- from before 

extra- outside of or in addition to 
geo- of or relating to the earth 

hyper- having a lot of or too much of a quality 
ill- in a way which is bad or not suitable 
in-, il-, im-, ir- not 

inter- between or among 

intra- within 

kilo- a thousand 

mega- (infmi) extremely 

micro- very small 

mid- in the middle of 


milli- a thousandth 


mini- small 

mis- not or badly 

mono- one or single 

multi- many 

neo- new 

non- not or the opposite of 

omni- everywhere or everything 
out- more than or better than 

over- too much 

photo- connected with or produced by light 
poly- many 

post- after or later than 

pre- before or earlier than 

pro- supporting 

pseudo- false 

psycho- of the mind or mental processes 
quasi- partly 

re- again 

retro- looking at or copying the past 
self- of or by yourself or itself 

semi- half or partly 

socio- relating to society 


sub- 1 under or below 2 less important or a smaller 
part of a larger whole 


super- extremely or more than usual 


tele- 1 over a long distance 2 done by telephone 
3 on or for television 


thermo- relating to heat or temperature 
trans- 1 across 2 showing a change 

tri- three 

ultra- extremely 


un- not or the opposite of 


under- 1 not enough 2 below 


Suffixes 


-able, -ible changes a verb into an adjective 
meaning “able to be” 


-age 1 makes a noun meaning “a collection of” 2 
changes a verb into a noun meaning “the action 
(of the verb)” 


-al 1 changes a noun into an adjective meaning 
“relating to” 2 changes a verb into a noun mean- 
ing “the action (of the verb)” 


-an, -ian 1 makes a noun meaning “a person of 
or from” 2 makes an adjective meaning “belong- 
ing to” or “like” 


-ance, -ancy makes a noun meaning “an action, 
condition, or characteristic” 


-ation, -ion changes a verb into anoun meaning 
“the action, or the result of the action (of the 
verb)” 


-centric makes an adjective meaning “having as 
the most important thing” 


-ed makes an adjective meaning “having” or 
“characteristic of” 


-ee 1 changes a verb into a noun meaning “some- 
one who benefits from or receives” 2 makes a 
noun meaning “like” 


-en changes an adjective into a verb meaning “to 
become” or “to make something become” 


-ence, -ency makes a noun meaning “an action, 
condition, or characteristic” 


-er, -or changes a verb into a noun meaning 
“someone who does (something)” 


-esque makes an adjective meaning “like” 


-ful 1 changes a noun to an adjective meaning 
“full of” 2 changes a noun to an adjective meaning 
“having a particular characteristic” 


-hood makes a noun meaning “the condition of” 


-jan 1 makes a noun meaning “a person who does 
(something)” 2 makes an adjective meaning “be- 
longing to” 

-ible, -able changes a verb into an adjective 
meaning “able to” 


-ical changes a noun ending in -y or -ics to an ad- 
jective meaning “relating to” 


-ing makes an adjective meaning “making some- 
one feel something” 


-ion, -ation changes a verb to a noun meaning 
“the action, or the result of the action (of the 
verb)” 


-ish 1 makes an adjective meaning “slightly” or 
“approximately” 2 makes an adjective meaning 
“similar to” 


-ist 1 makes a noun meaning “a person who does 
something” 2 makes a noun and an adjective 
meaning “someone with a particular set of beliefs” 


-ive changes a verb to an adjective meaning “hav- 
ing a particular characteristic or effect” 


-ize changes an adjective to a verb meaning “to 
cause to be or become” 


-less changes a noun to an adjective meaning 
“without” 


-like changes a noun to an adjective meaning 
“similar to” 


-ly 1 changes an adjective into an adverb meaning 
“in this way” 2 makes an adjective and an adverb 
meaning “every” 3 changes a noun into an adjec- 
tive meaning “like” 


-ment changes a verb into a noun meaning “the 
action or its result” 


-ness changes an adjective into a noun meaning 
“the characteristic or condition” 


-ology makes a noun meaning “the study of ” 


-or, -er changes a verb to anoun meaning “some- 
one who does (something)” 


-ous changes a noun into an adjective meaning 
“having that characteristic” 


-phile makes a noun meaning “enjoying or liking 
(something)” 


-proof makes an adjective meaning “protecting 
against” or “not damaged by” 


-ridden makes an adjective meaning “full of” 


-ship makes a noun meaning “in the condition” 
or “having the characteristic” 


-speak used to form nouns meaning “the special 
language used in a particular subject area or 
business” 


-ward(s) makes an adverb meaning “toward the 
direction” 


-wise changes a noun into an adverb meaning “re- 
lating to “ 


-y changes a noun into an adjective meaning “hav- 
ing a lot of” 


Punctuation 


Punctuation mark Use 


e the first letter of a 
sentence 
country, nationality, language 
religion 
person’s name and title 
capital letter organization name 
trademark 
day, month 
e the first letters of some words in the titles of books, 
Magazines, stories, poems, movies, art works, etc. 
e some letters in some abbreviations (Mrs., TV) 


e in a sentence 
between parts of a sentence 
before and, or, and but beginning a clause 
» comma before and after a phrase that gives information 
before an introductory word or phrase 
to separate quoted speech 
e at the end of each item in a list 


e at the end of a sentence 
e after initials 
period e after an abbreviation 
e after a number or letter at the beginning of each new item 
of an outline or of a list arranged in a column 


e in a compound sentence, before a clause that does not 
begin with and, or, or but 

¢ between items in a list when one or more of the items 
contains a comma 


3; semicolon 


¢ in a sentence 
before a statement 
before a part of a compound sentence that explains more 
colon about the main part 
e before the items in a list or series 
¢ following an introductory phrase 
° ina title that has two parts, before the second part 


? question mark e at the end of a sentence that asks a question 


e at the end of a sentence to show strong emotion, sudden 


! exclamation point : 
importance, or loud sound 


e to form the possessive 
before an s added to a singular noun or pronoun 
following an s or z that ends a singular noun 
following the s of a plural noun 
apostrophe * in a contraction or other short form of a word to show the 
place where letters have been left out (we’re for we are; 
‘night for good night) 
° ina date, to show that the first part of the date is missing 
(‘04 for 2004) 


————— 


Punctuation mark 


Use 


* to combine two or more words into one word 
e between a prefix and a proper noun 


66 99 


quotation marks 


*° single quotation marks 


() parentheses 


[ ] brackets 


e ina sentence 
before and after a word or phrase that gives extra 
information 
to replace a semicolon or colon in informal writing 


* to show words are a quotation and were written or spoken 
by someone else 

e to show a word or phrase is being used in an unusual or 
particular way 

e for the titles of short works such as a poem, article, or 
chapter of a book 


* to show a quotation within another quotation 
e in areas such as psychology, to show a word or phrase is 
being used in an unusual or particular way 


e ina sentence, to give extra information 
e around a number or letter before each item of a list in a 
sentence or paragraph 


e inside of parentheses, around extra information 


Poetry Terms 


allegory a work in which characters and events 
represent particular qualities 


allusion a reference to a familiar literary or cul- 
tural figure or event 


ambiguity unclear meaning 


assonance the use of similar sounds in two or 
more words 


ballad a poem that tells a story, often one that is 
sung 


blank verse a style of writing poems without us- 
ing RHYME 


couplet two lines in a poem with the same METER 
= rhythm) and RHYME 


dramatic monologue a poem written as a 
long speech to an unseen listener 


elegy asad poem remembering someone who has 
died 

epic along poem about events in the past that tells 
the story of a HERO 


free verse a style of writing poems without reg- 
ular rhythm or RHYME 


hyperbole the use of language to make some- 
thing seem more than it is 


iambic pentameter a METER (= rhythm) in 
lines of ten syllables 


metaphor an expression that gives a description 
by referring to something with similar character- 
istics 

meter the rhythm of a poem produced by the 
arrangement of syllables 


ode a poem that deals with thoughts and feelings 
about an idea or subject 


onomatopoeia the sound something makes 
used as the word to describe it 


poem a piece of writing in which the words sug- 
gest images and ideas and often follow a particular 
rhythmic pattern; a POET writes poems 


prose poem a poem written in sentences with a 
poem’s rhythm and images 


rhyme the same final sound of words at the ends 
of lines in a poem 


sonnet a poem that has 14 lines and a particular 
pattern of RHYME 


stanza a related group of lines 


verse one of the parts into which a poem or song 
is divided 


Literary terms, forms, and techniques 


Literature Terms 


analogy a comparison of different things to show 
their similarities 


anecdote a brief story involving a particular per- 
son 


atmosphere the mood or feeling produced by a 
piece of writing 


autobiography the story of a person’s life, writ- 
ten by that person 


biography the story of a person’s life, written by 
another person 


conflict the forces that oppose each other in a 
story 


essay a short piece of writing on a particular sub- 
ject 


fable a story that tells a moral truth, in which the 
characters are animals 


fairy tale a traditional story that involves imagi- 
nary creatures and magic 


folktale a traditional story 


foreshadowing the use of details that will take 
on more meaning later in a story 


genre a particular subject or style 


irony a writing style where what is said is different 
from what is meant 


legend an old story from ancient times or about 
a famous event or person 


monologue a long speech by one person 
moral a lesson that can be learned from a story 


myth a traditional story about gods or characters 
with special powers that explains a belief or natural 
event 


narrative a story of description; a NARRATOR 
tells a story 


novel a long invented story; a NOVELIST writes 
novels 


plot the plan or main story 


point of view how and by which character an 
imaginary story is told; or the attitudes of the 
writer of a true story 


preface an introduction to a piece of writing 


prologue a beginning part that introduces the 
story, play, or poem 


prose writing in sentences and paragraphs 


rhetoric the art of speaking and writing effec- 
tively 


short story a short invented story 


The planets 


Mercury 
Venus 
Earth 
Mars 
Jupiter 
Saturn 
Uranus 
Neptune 


Mohs scale of mineral hardness 


The following scale was developed by Friedrich Mohs in 1812. It is used to compare the hard- 
ness of minerals — the higher the number on the scale, the harder the mineral is. The scale does 
not show how much harder one mineral is than another, just that each one listed is harder than 
the one before it. 

A harder mineral can always scratch the surface of a mineral that is less hard or equally 
hard. To use the scale, you need to have available some of the minerals listed here. You can 
then scratch an unknown mineral with one of these to see which is harder. For example, if an 
unknown mineral can scratch topaz, it has a hardness of 8 or higher. If they can scratch each 
other, it has a hardness of 8. 


1. talc 6. feldspar 

2. gypsum 7. quartz 

3. calcite 8. topaz 

4. fluorite 9. corundum (ruby or sapphire) 
5. apatite 10. diamond 


Geologic ti time 


Era Period Epoch 
Holocene (Recent) | 11,000 
Quaternary 1.6 million 
Cenozoic 24 million 
Miocene 
Tertiary Oligocene otigecene | million 
55 million 
Eocene 
[Paleocene 66 million 
| 
wie 138 million 
Cretaceous Early 
Late 
Mesozoic Jurassic Middle 205 million 
Early 
Late 
Triassic Middle 240 million 
Early 
q Late 290 million 
Permian 
Early 
320 million 
Pennsylvanian | Middle 
Carboniferous Early 
MiSifiopiab Late 360 million 
4 Early 
Paleozoic Devonian 
410 million 
Silurian 
435 million 


Late 
Middle 
Early 


500 million 


Ordovician 


Cambrian 


Late 
Middle 
Early 


570 million 


Neoproterozoic 
Mesoproterozoic 
Paleoproterozoic 


' Proterozoic 
Precambrian 2 


2000 million 


number of years ago 


Ice Age ends 


Great Lakes formed by glaciers; 
Ice Age 


land bridge forms between 
North and South America 


forests decrease; grass covers 
large plains 

Alps and Himalayas rise; 
widespread forests 


flowering plants widespread; 
tropical and subtropical forests 
spread 


flowering plants spread 


chalk deposits form; flowering 
plants appear; dinosaurs 
disappear 


low, wet land areas and 
dinosaurs widespread 


thick conifer forests and 
dinosaurs appear 


Northern Hemisphere deserts; 
Southern Hemisphere glaciers 


tropical forests widespread 
(from which coal formed); 
large inland seas form 


shallow seas and low, wet land 
areas widespread 


shallow seas 


liquid water appears 
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Biological classification of organisms 


To better understand and study the more than 1.5 million different types of creatures on earth, 
CLASSIFICATION (= grouping) systems have developed. The most commonly used classification 
system organizes all living organisms into five large groups called kingdoms. 


Kingdom 
Monera 
Protista 


Fungi 


Plant 


Animal 


Characteristics 
simple, single-cell forms 

single-cell forms in some ways plant- 
or animal-like 

single- or multi-cell, often threadlike 
forms that absorb food 

complex, multi-celled organisms that 
use light for growth and energy 
through PHOTOSYNTHESIS and 
cannot move about 

complex multi-celled organisms that 
take in food to the stomach and are 
able to move themselves about 


Examples of Organisms 


ee a 


bacteria; blue-green algae 


protozoa such as amoebas and 
paramecia; algae 


mushrooms; yeast; mold 


moss; ferns; trees; grains; flowering 
plants 


worms; insects; fish; frogs; reptiles; 
birds; mammals, including humans 


Each kingdom is further divided into smaller and smaller groups with more closely related 
members, placing each organism in a specific PHYLUM, CLASS, ORDER, FAMILY, GENUS, and 


SPECIESs 


Math and science symbols 


plus/add 
minus/subtract 
divide 

divide 
multiply/times 


multiply/times; scalar product of vectors 


equals/equal to 
identical to 

not equal to 
approximately equal to 


greater than 

greater than or equal to 
much greater than 

less than 

less than or equal to 

much less than 

plus or minus; error margin 
minus or plus 

square root 
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SI units 


The International System of Units (SI Units) is used worldwide for scientific measurements. The 
system is made up of seven base units and derived units. Many of the units are the same as 
those in the metric system of measurement. The SI units commonly used in school science 
content areas include the base units and the derived units shown below. 


S! Base Units 


Quantity Unit Abbreviation 
length meter m 

mass kilogram kg 

time second S 

electric current ampere A 
temperature kelvin K 

amount of substance mole mol 
luminance intensity candela cd 


Prefixes Commonly Added to SI Units 


Prefix Symbol Represents Prefix Symbol Represents 

deca, deka da NOTCGY) deci d Oneal oO) 

kilo k 1,000 (10) centi C 0.01 (107) 

mega M 1,000,000 (10°) milli m 0.001 (10°) 

giga G 1,000,000,000 (107) micro. uw 0.000001 (10°°) 
tera Th 1,000,000,000,000 (10'7) nano n 0.000000001 (10°?) 


SI Units Used in Science Classes 


Quantity Unit Symbol 


frequency hertz Hz 
force newton N 
pressure pascal Pa 
energy joule J 
power watt W 
electrical current ampere A 
quantity of electricity coulomb G 
electrical potential volt V 
electrical resistance ohm o 


Weights and measures 


Metric 
Length 


1 centimeter 
1 decimeter 
1 meter 

1 decameter 
1 hectometer 


10 millimeters 
10 centimeters 
10 decimeters 

10 meters 
10 decameters 


100 square millimeters 
10,000 square centimeters 


Area 


1 square centimeter 
1 square meter 


100 square meters = 1 are 
100 ares = 1 hectare 
10,000 square meters = 1 hectare 


10 hectometers = 1 kilometer 100 hectares = 1 square kilometer 
Volume Capacity 
1,000 cubic millimeters = 1 cubic centimeter 10 milliliters = 1 centiliter 
1,000 cubic centimeters = 1 cubic decimeter 10 centiliters = 1 deciliter 
1,000 cubic decimeters = 1 cubic meter 10 deciliters = 1 liter 
1 million cubic centimeters = 1 cubic meter 1,000 liters = 1 cubic meter 
Mass 
10 milligrams = 1 centigram 
1,000 milligrams = 1 gram 
1,000 grams = 1 kilogram 
1,000 kilograms = 1 metric ton 
US System 
Length Area 
12 inches = 1 foot 144 square inches = 1 square foot 
Steet =a. Vane 9 square feet = 1 square yard 
5.5 yards = 1 rod 30.25 square yards = 1 square rod 
40mods = 1 furlong 4,840 square yards = 1 acre 
8 furlongs = 1 mile 640 acres = 1 square mile 
5,280 feet = 1 mile 1 square mile = 1 section 
1,760 yards = 1 mile 36 sections = 1 township 
Mass Capacity 
16 ounces = 1 pound 16 fluid ounces = 1 pint 
14 pounds = 1 stone 4 gills = 1 pint 
100 pounds = 1 hundredweight (cwt) 2 pms = |) quant 
20 CWE litem 4 quarts = 1 gallon 
2,000 pounds = 1 ton 8 pints = 1 gallon 


Volume 


1,728 cubic inches 
27 cubic feet = 


1 cubic foot 
1 cubic yard 


Temperature 


Fahrenheit 


212 
194 
176 
158 
140 
122 
104 

86 

68 


28-31 days (month dependent) = 


Celsius Kelvin 
100 373 
90 363 
80 B53 
70 343 
60 333 
50 323 
40 313 
30 303 
20 293 
10 283 
0 273 
—10 263 
—20 253 
—30 243 
—40 233 
—50 223 
60 seconds = 
60 minutes = 
24 hours = 
12 months = 
10 years = 


10 decades / 100 years = 


10 centuries = 


Boiling point of water at sea level 


Average room temperature 


Melting (freezing) point of ice (water) at sea level 


1 minute 

1 hour 

1 day 

1 month 

1 year 

1 decade 

1 century 

1 millennium 
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